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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Tuesday, November 10, 2009
 
SHARP, GONZALES, GUILLEN ASK TEXAS SENATORS TO SECURE IMMEDIATE HEALTH CARE FUNDS FOR 115,000 VALLEY VETERANS
 
(RIO GRANDE VALLEY) — Applauding Texas voters for their overwhelming support of Proposition 8 on the statewide ballot a week ago, United States Senate candidate John Sharp and leading Texas House members Veronica Gonzales and Ryan Guillen today asked Texas Senators Kay Bailey Hutchison and John Cornyn to use their influence to secure immediate care for the estimated 115,000 military veterans in the Rio Grande Valley who lack access to comprehensive local medical treatment. 
 
“While Proposition 8 is a positive step forward for the future of veterans’ health care, many of our Valley veterans continue to need specialized care today,” the three wrote in a letter faxed to the Senators Washington offices.  “We ask you to use your influence to find resources within the current federal budget to help existing South Texas medical facilities get our Valley veterans the immediate care they deserve.”
 
Sharp is a former Texas Comptroller, the state’s chief financial officer, Gonzales is a member of the critical House Public Health Committee, and Guillen is a veteran lawmaker who has served as vice chair of the powerful House Appropriations Committee.  The three joined forces today to urge Senators Hutchison and Cornyn to find federal funds for retooling or expanding existing Rio Grande Valley medical facilities so that they can provide immediate medical, surgical, and mental health services. The efforts should supplement existing and recent improvements for Valley veterans health care, they said.
 
“Bricks-and-mortar buildings may still be years away,” the three wrote, “and veterans who need care now should not be put on hold.  More brave military men and women coming home from Afghanistan and Iraq join their ranks every week, and the federal government’s own projections are for additional outpatient needs over the next two decades.”
 
Sharp, Gonzales, and Guillen noted that the need for a free-standing Veterans Administration in South Texas has been a long-standing part of the public debate over veterans issues and health care.  They said that passage of Prop 8 gives the state authority to more aggressively address the crisis of Valley veterans who are forced to drive hundreds of miles for specialized care.
 
To address the urgent need for medical attention in the meantime, however, immediate action is needed, the three said.
“Valley veterans answered the call when they were asked to serve, and they have waited patiently for Washington to do the right thing for them now,” they wrote.  “The time for patience has passed.  The federal government should guarantee these men and women the health care they deserve — now.”
 
Sharp, Gonzales, and Guillen pledged to help bring together other Valley leaders and medical professionals to guarantee that the broadest array of specialty care is available as soon as possible.
 
To read the letter, click here.
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