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Christian faith “ls about
something that fiappened.

Something that happened
to Jesus ofiNazareth.
Something that happened

through Jesus of Nazarethn.
(fvom Simply Ghiristian, Nl Wright)




Wright continues:...
“Christianity is: alllabout the
pelief'that the living God, In

fulfiliment offhis promises and
as the climax ofistoky of'israel,
has accomplished all this'--'the
finding, the'saving, the giving of:
new.life --injJesus.”
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Know this?

We know it from the
testimony of the Bible!




Romans 10:14-17

14 How!then shall they call on
Him intwhom they have not
pbelieved? And how shall they.
pelieve in Him offwhom they,
have not heard? And how: shall
they hear without a preacher?




Romans 10:14-17

15'And how!shall they preach
unless they are sent?Z As it is

written: How beautifullare the
feet ofithose who preach the
gospel ofipeace, Who bring
glad tidings of'good things!
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Romans 10:14-17

16 But they have not all obeyed
the gospel. For Isaiah says,
“LORD, who has believed our
report?- 17 So then faithjcomes
by hearing, and hearing by the
word off God.
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The Bible Goes
Beyond Incredible!

Consider: its Unity




Rabbi Glenn Harris observes...

“Imagine questioning forty
different people on their
religiousiviews: peoplefrom
every socio-economic
packground ranging frrom
extreme poverty to...
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..immense wealth innearly
every walk ofilife...

Kings and paupers,
statesmen and fishermen,
poetsiandiphysicians...
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..0Nn three separate
continents...

Asia, Africa, and Europe

...in three different languages
Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic




...Laking several forms

...poetry, history, civilland
criminal law, ethics, didactic,
parable, biography, Prophecy,

personal correspondence...
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And spanning a
period of nearly

1,500 years!




And If'you asked them to put
their observations, thoughts

and feelings about God and
about ultimate reality into

writing what Kind ofibook do
you suppose you'd end up

With?




Would they all agree?
Hardly. Yourd probably wind

up with a mishmash. Well,
the Biblical writers represent
exactly this societal,
liInguistic, culturaliand
geographic diversity,




...and yet there Is
remarkable harmony and

poth thematic and/statistical

consistency throughout the
POOK! At the veryleast, it

must be acknowledged that
the Bible1s a unique book!
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The Bible Goes
Beyond Incredible!

Consider: its Historicity
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Comparsoen of Homer silie liiaad
Withrthie: News estament
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Homer 900 B.C. 400/ B:@G. 500iyears 643
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NETE 40:400TACDE 4125]ACDe 25iyears 245000
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Consider its Historicity

J! Harold Greenlee; wrote that'the guotations ofithe
Scripturein the works ofithe early Ghristian writers,

=... are so extensive that the New
Testament could virtually be
reconstructed from them without
the use of New llestament
manuscripts.”




Sirr DavidiDalyrimplestates;

“All but eleven verses ofithe New
Jiestament are found in the Works
of'second and thirdicentury
Writers.”




Considerits HlStOl“lClty

Siif DavidiDalyrimple continues...

“nraddition to'the many thousands
of' NI manuscripts, there are over
806,000 quotations;of'the Ni in the
early church fathers, and
guotationsin thousands of early
lectionanies.”
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Consider its FHistoricity

Jhelate Millar Burrrows, renowned Professofr: of:
Archaeology at Yale University’has written...

“Ihe excessive skepticism ofimany.
liberal theologiansistems not frrom
acarefulievaluation ofithe available
data, but from an enormous
predisposition against the
supernatural.”




Considerits HlStOl“lClty
Priorto 1906 critics ofibiblical

pistoricity’ argued that the Bible's
descriptions ofithe Hittite Empire
were laterinsertons, since they,
were certain the Hittite Empire
didn’t exist, owing to lack of;
physicalievidence forit.




Consider its FHistoricity

Butin 1906 archaeologists
unearthed the Hittite capitaliandiin
the yearsifollowing excavated what

ISthow. known tohave beenia
massive andivery prominent Hituite
civilization.




Considerits HlStOl“lClty

More recently, liberal scholars,
intent onmaintaining their criticism
of the Bible, argued that the Gospel
of John could not have been written
by John, but must have come much

later; owing to two factors...
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Consider its FHistoricity

1. Tihe use ofimagery they
presupposed to be ofilater Gnostic
influence(i.e., terms such as sons

oflight™ and “sons ofidarkness").




Consider its Ristoricity

2. Allegedlyinaccurate histoxical
detalls (suchas a 5th portico at the
pool of:Bethesda [cf. John 5:2]
whereasievery Judean poo)
excavatedhad just four porticoes).




Consider its FHistoricity

Texts paralleling and even pre-
dating the NI manuscripts (chiefly
at Qumran, the Dead Sea Scrolls)
evidenced thevery same
apocalypticiterminology.




Consider its Ristoricity

In 1956 archaeologists discovered
underneath what they had
previously thought wasithe earliest
level at the site ofiBethesda an
older mikveh (pool) which had a
fifth) portico!




Th
Beyond Incredible!

Consider its Accuracy
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Consider its Accuracy

The New: llestament contains
approximately 20,000/ lines, of;
which 40ilinesiare iniqguestion. This

equals one!fifth of one percent,
.002%




Consider its Accuracy

The lliadicontains approximately
15,600/ lines, ofiwhich 764 lines are
inquestion. This egualsifive
percent. That's over'twenty times
more variants thanthe New
Testament ina document Which|Is
only three-quarters its length.
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Consider its Accuracy

Many ofithese variants involve
nothing more than a missing letter
inaword, a misspelling, or a
reversal ofithe order of two words.




Consider its Accuracy

Some may involve the absence of'a
word; but ofiallithe variants in the
NI, It should be notedithat only
about 50 have any real
significance, andithat not one
essential point of Christian doctrine
restsiupon adisputedireading-




The Blble Asks the
Most Important

Questions!




Why does man exist?
What is our purpose for

peing here?
Why is there evil and
suffering in the world?




arter lidie?

IS there suchia thing as
objective truth?
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“| have read many
Ppooks, but the Bible

reads me.”
(Anonymous)




“When you read God'
Word, you must

constantly be saying|to
yourself, ‘It is talking to

me, and about me.
(Soren Kierkegaard)




o i i 1
e T,
%itggﬂar il
33 Vil things | 1/

' = o) i L o
.l‘_" B ' X gre .'-llr'l- “ e i
| ir : i Py N

= I.'_'I. I I - - -b_“

fouhd

“But Simon| Peter
answered Him, “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal

life.” John 6:68




“FEor the word ofifGodiis living
and poweriful, and sharper than

any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the division of: soul and
Spirit, and of joints and marrow,
andis adiscerner ofithe
thoughts and intents ofithe
heart.” Hebrews 4:12
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Way to Salvation &

Lite Tiranstormation!




=Since you have purified your
Souls injebeying the truth

through the Spirit...having been
born again, not ofcorruptible

seed but incorruptible, through

theword off God which lives and
abides forever, - 1 Peter 1:22:23




“S0 then faith comes by
hearing, andihearing by.the

word of God. " Romans 10:17

But Jesus answered him,
saying, Itisiwritten, Man shall
not live by breadialone, but by,
every. wordofiGod. Luke 4:4




Way to Salvation & Life

Jransftormation!

IThe What
Objective lruth & Revelation




“Inthe beginning wasithe Word,
and/the Word was with God, and

the'Wordiwas God. FHe was inthe
pbeginning with God. All'things
were made through Him, and
without Him nothing/was made that
was made. In Himwas life, and the

lite'wasithe light offmen.”
John 1:1-4




Way to Salvation & Life

Jransftormation!

Jthe Who
A Lord & Savior




“lihere was a man sent from God,

whose name was John. This man
came for a withess, to bear witness

of the Light, that all through him
might believe. He was not that
Light; but was'sent to bearwitness
of that Light. llhat was the true
Light which gives light toevery

man coming into the worid.*
John 1:6:-9




Way to Salvation & Life

Jransftormation!

Ihe How
Through Eaith & Belier:




“But as manyas received Him, to
them e gave the right to become

children ol God, to those who
pelieve in Histhame: wWho were
born, not of: blood, nosr ofithe will of;

the flesh, norof: the will ofiman, but

of God.*
John 1:12-113
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