
Once upon a time, long before I could walk or even 
hold reins in my hand, at 3 months old to be exact, I was 
carried into the family motorhome which took me to 
the 1991 All American Quarter Horse Congress. Every 
year since, for the past twenty-four years, I have spent a 
few weeks of October at none other than the Congress. 
Growing up, the members of the Ohio Quarter Horse 
Association became part of my family as they witnessed 
many of my milestones including: my first steps, my first 
words, the first time I entered the show pen at age two in 
leadline, the achievement of my 3rd place finish in small 
fry horsemanship at the 1999 Congress, along with my 
first canter class on my beloved horse with four white 
legs, Pro Circuit, just to name a few. 

Let us fast forward through endless midnight rides in 
Celeste, years of watching the crowning of the Congress 
Queen, lots of money spent in Congress Hall, many typ-
ical days at Congress which includes experiencing all 
four seasons in one day, tons of Sweet Shop cinnamon 
rolls and hot chocolates, and here I am in 2013, being 
announced as the 1st Runner Up in the Congress Queen 
Contest. Just following the Congress I traveled to the 
Southern Ohio Turkey Circuit to compete for the 2014 
Ohio Quarter Horse Association Queen title. By this 
time I was no stranger to the AQHA Rulebook, in fact, 
I began the daunting task of learning the rules in 2010. 
It is even fair to say the rulebook has traveled the world 
with me going on my study abroad trips to Zambia in 
2012 and Australia in 2014. Between juggling my full 
time load at college along with being a member of the 
varsity cross country team, it was all a matter of finding 
the right time to compete. 

A few months later, tears of true joy rolled down my 
face as the 2014 Ohio Quarter Horse Association Queen 
crown was placed upon my head at the OQHA banquet. 
Often waking up long before the sunrise, I studied my 
box completely stuffed full of thousands of rulebook no

tecards, worked on interview skills, and rode my 25 year 
old retired small fry gelding, Pro Circuit. He would not 
be my mount for the Congress, but he played a vital role 
in keeping me in shape for the horsemanship. As can 
be imagined, amid OQHA Queen appearances, prepa-
rations for Congress, and the studying which allowed 
me to switch my Hiram College tassel to the left side 
of my mortarboard in May, there was not much time 
for anything else between the time I was crowned Ohio 
Queen and my trip to Congress. The little time spent 
sleeping involved visions of every word and number in 
the AQHA rulebook, every interview question imagin-
able, and the perfect horsemanship ride on my Congress 
mount, Sweet Talking Mo. 

It was a relief to arrive at the place I call my second 
home, the All American Quarter Horse Congress. The 
place that is notorious for causing overwhelming nerves 
and anxiety for exhibitors as they enter Celeste, brought 
me an abundant amount of comfort. From meeting and 
befriending the other queen candidates, to completing 
the impromptu question, interview, written test, and 
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horsemanship, along with thanking sponsors and mod-
eling on the runway with the other queens, it was un-
fathomable that a week had already gone by and all the 
queen candidates were in the Coliseum for the crowning 
ceremony. The emotions that flooded me that night as I 
was announced the 2014 All American Quarter Horse 
Congress Queen are inexpressible. 

Some say this moment was the start of my fairytale, but 
my fairytale began twenty-four years ago, initiating at 
my first Congress in 1991. It continued the first time I 
swung my tiny leg over my first quarter horse, Fiesta 
Fax, and when I became a member of the Ohio Quar-
ter Horse Association family. These defining moments 
so long ago allowed the 2014 Congress Queen crown to 
be part of my fairytale. A fairytale that was reiterated by 
four year old, Madison Pope, when the first question she 
asked upon meeting me was “Where is your castle?” and 
without a second thought I replied “at the All American 
Quarter Horse Congress.”

The day after I was crowned, I received a gift from 
OQHA, which could be used for shopping at Congress. 
Right then I knew this gift needed to be spent on a spe-
cial cause, so through Nellie’s Catwalk for Kids I adopted 

a family for Christmas. Every cent went toward shop-
ping and providing an entire Christmas for a family with 
a seven year old boy battling cancer. 

My fairytale continued just a couple weeks later at my 
first Congress Queen appearance since October 26th 
when I presented the last bronze of the 2014 Congress. 
And where better to make my first appearance than in 
my home state, as well as the host state of the Congress, 
Ohio! With great excitement I attended the Rough Rid-
er’s 4-H banquet where the young kid’s faces lit up as 
they told me about their horses and their dreams of one 
day competing for the Congress Queen title. What they 
may not know, is that their fairytale has already begun!
Typical of Ohio, the snow started falling in the end of 
November, just in time for my hometown Christmas 
parade. With temperatures below 20 degrees I rode 
through the parade in the bed of my dad’s truck as the 
announcer explained my role as the All American Quar-
ter Horse Congress Queen. After I thawed out, a cou-
ple weeks later, I made the trip to Magic Mountain in 
Columbus for the Nellie’s Catwalk for Kid’s Christmas 
Party, where one hundred cancer families came together 
for nothing short of a magical day. 

I traveled back to a special moment in my fairytale at 
the beginning of 2015 when I attended the Ohio Quarter 
Horse Association banquet. I can so vividly remember 
years of dancing at this banquet as a young child and 
the moment one year ago when I was announced as the 
2014 Ohio Queen. To give my OQHA Queen farewell 
speech while wearing the Congress Queen sash and 
crown and to crown the new OQHA Queen was such a 
humbling experience. 

Attempting to keep my overstuffed bags light enough to 
avoid overweight fees, I was off on my next trip to the 
50th Dixie Nationals in Jackson, Mississippi. The last 
time I was at the Dixie Nationals was in 1998, when I 
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competed in the small fry events. It was a thrill to come 
back as the Congress Queen so many years later present-
ing to some of the top exhibitors and horses in the in-
dustry. It was nothing short of a trip full of a lot of laughs 
amidst struggling to understand the southern accents, 
losing my hat and crown while riding on a golf cart from 
one arena to another, and learning the proper skills for 
eating crawfish.

 Before I knew it I was back in Ohio and off to the Win-
ning Ways Clinic and Tack Sale in Pennsylvania, where 
I assisted the youth in setting up for their tack sale fol-
lowed by a day of welcoming guests to the clinic as Mi-
chael Colvin educated the crowd in several different 
events. 

Next, I headed back to a very familiar place, the Ohio 
Expo Center for the Equine Affaire where I saw for the 
first time my Congress Queen Peter Stone Model of 
Sweet Talking Mo! It was a busy weekend full of auto-
graph signing and speaking to future queens with Lau-
ren Heaton, Miss Rodeo America, at our clinic focus-
ing on confidence, public speaking, interviewing, and 
horsemanship. A few weeks later I found myself back 
at the Expo Center presenting to the deserving youth at 
the All American Youth Horse Show. 

There was no better way to start June than with a 4 AM 
wakeup call to attend the annual OQHA/ Tri-County 
Trail Ride. I spent many enjoyable hours on the trails 
with my rented buckskin mare, Blondie, followed by 
an evening full of entertainment, a silent auction, and 
award presentations for the trail challenge winners. The 
next day I woke up early to make the drive to Raleigh, 
North Carolina for The Little Futurity and the Tarheel 
Triple Classic. Drinking a lot of water and Gatorade to 
stay hydrated in the 100+ degree temperatures, I had 
the honor of presenting the prestigious futurity awards 
along with the leadline and small fry awards, witnessed 
the inaugural Heart of Stone Western Pleasure Class, 
and took part in the crowning of the 2015 North Caroli-
na Quarter Horse Association Queen. 

Upon returning home I made my way back to the Expo 
Center to visit with my Ohio Quarter Horse Associa-
tion family at the annual picnic. Two days later I was 
back on the road, this time to Berrien Springs, Michi-
gan for the Tom Powers Triple Challenge Futurity. As 
always the competition was steep, leading to numerous 
co-champions throughout the weekend. I had the privi-
lege of being part of the 35th anniversary celebration of 
the Tom Powers Futurity and assisted at the infamous 
yearling sale. 
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Packing the back seat of my truck and hanging queen 
clothes to the point that I had nearly no rear view vision, 
I spent July 4th driving to Conyers, Georgia for the Stars 
and Stripes and Big A Circuits. It was an unforgettable 
trip involving the Huntfield Derby under the lights, pre-
senting numerous class and circuit awards, ice cream 
cone vouchers to the leadline exhibitors, and ending my 
trip with running stick horse barrels in my queen skirt! 
On my drive back home, I stopped at the Kentucky State 
4-H Show, where I presented to some very excited youth. 

While in Georgia, I received a message about visiting 
Camp Quality in Akron, Ohio, a camp for kids with can-
cer. Fortunately, I was going to be home for three days 
before I was back on the road, and I was blessed to be 
able to go visit the kids at their county fair themed camp. 
Less than 48 hours later, I pulled out of my driveway 
to spend ten days with the Ohio Amateurs at the Lit-
tle Buckeye and Buckeye Classic. Along with presenting 
awards and assisting with the hospitality tent, I ran the 
Buckeye Blitz 5K, lived on brownie delights from the 
Sweet Shop and burned my mouth on the extremely hot 
barbeque sauce at the exhibitor dinner. In between all of 
this, I made a quick trip to the Columbus Convention 
Center for Nellie’s Catwalk for Kid’s largest fundraiser 
of the year where I walked the runway with a seven year 
old cancer survivor. It was an experience I will never for-
get. 

I returned home from the Buckeye and immediate-
ly headed to Cloverdale, Indiana for the IBHA World 
Show, where I rode in the grand entry and assisted with 
awards throughout the week. When I returned home 
from Indiana, I rushed to pack my bags for two weeks in 
Oklahoma and with no sleep I got to the airport literally 
just in time for my flight. I spent a week in Oklahoma 
City at the AQHYA World Show and then went straight 
to Tulsa for the NSBA World Show. There is nothing 
more significant than having the privilege of being part 

of someone’s world show win. Prior to Congress, I visited 
the Adequan Select World Show and the Tough Enough 
to Wear Pink Horse Show in Ohio, where all proceeds go 
to the OhioHealth Foundation to help cancer patients. 
I am forever grateful to each person and each horse that 
has been a chapter in my fairytale. First and foremost, 
I express my sincere gratitude to everyone at the Ohio 
Quarter Horse Association for welcoming me with open 
arms so many years ago and for giving me the remark-
able honor of serving as your 2014 OQHA Queen and 
2014 Congress Queen. Dr. Scott Myers, Chris Cecil-Dar-
nell, Jaymie Drury, Lisa Martin, Barb Benedum, Kelsey 
Grose, Danielle Stephenson and the entire OQHA fami-
ly, thank you for the unwavering dedication and support 
you have shown me. 

Most do not know all of the hard work that goes on 
behind the scenes to make the All American Quarter 
Horse Congress and Queen Contest a success each year. 
It was a true blessing to work with the 2014 Congress 
Queen Team, Kelli Diaz, Kristen Swallow, and Cathey 
Pangborn. Thank you for all of your love and support. 
The start of 2015 brought a new Congress Queen Team 
consisting of Queen Chair, Courtney Coughlin, with 
the help of Jennifer Mullins, Brittany Barker-Hostetler, 
and Jessica West Elsass. It is with great excitement that 
I welcome the new team! Thank you for all you have al-
ready done for me and for the Congress Queen Contest. 
The queen contest has so many incredible sponsors and 
I will always be grateful for their generosity.

A great blessing of mine transpired in 2013, when I 
had the privilege of climbing aboard Sweet Talking Mo 
for the first time. Each ride since has put an even big-
ger smile on my face. Thank you to his owners Cindy 
and Shelbe Jarrett for allowing me to ride King Mo to 
my Ohio Queen and Congress Queen titles. The end-
less number of laughs and stink bugs encountered over 
the past couple years will never be forgotten. A special 
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thank you to Ginger Patrick and Peter Stone for creating 
the perfect Peter Stone Model of Sweet Talking Mo and 
allowing him to live forever! Brent Maxwell, I am forev-
er thankful for your guidance and expertise in preparing 
me for horsemanship. Thank you for all the pain you put 
me through fixing my uneven shoulders and for pushing 
me to be better each ride. Thank you to the entire Mil-
Max team for your support!

Many thanks to the countless number of people that 
made my Congress Queen reign special: Nellie Krum-
lauf, Jane and Sean Fowler, Tommy Andrus, Amy Rus-
sell, Tonya Gelston, Eric Seaman, Scott Hartle, Trent 
Johnson, Todd Salome, Cynthia Bauman, Larry, Gale, 
Kathryn, and Josh Little, Tom and Dominique Powers, 
Dr. Robin Barrow, Lisa Lee, Stephanie and Jenna Mer-
edith, Kerri Franks, Justin Billings, Kristin Martin, Re-
becca Dingus, the entire Ohio Amateur family, Daren 
Wright, Troy Holton, Cory Mathia, Denise Kurtz, Pete 
and Tamra Kyle, Dianne Eppers, Patti Carter, Charlie 
Hemphill and the AQHA family. Your friendship and 
support is irreplaceable.  

To all the young horse enthusiasts, future AQHA presi-
dents, and future Congress Queens that I had the honor 
of meeting this year, because of you the future of our 
industry looks bright! Thank you to all of the AQHA 
judges and announcers for the great laughs during those 
early mornings and late nights. 

Most importantly, thank you to my parents and Grand-
pa Tommy for your endless love and support. Mom and 
Dad, I am forever grateful to both of you for sharing 
your love of the American Quarter Horse with me, for 
the infinite miles you have driven me over the years, for 
capturing much of my queen journey on camera and 
video, and of course for all the stalls you cleaned during 
my travels this past year. Mom, I will never be able to 
repay you for the numerous all-nighters which involved 

designing, sewing, and gluing crystals on queen outfits 
and banding my horse. Dad, a huge thank you for keep-
ing my crown shining this year with your impeccable 
polishing skills!

Now, I am back to the magical place where I have ended 
up every October for nearly a quarter of a century. Al-
though, my fairytale is supposed to end when I make my 
final walk as the All American Quarter Horse Congress 
Queen on October 18th, I still have many more mile-
stones to achieve with my Ohio Quarter Horse family. 
As your 2014 All American Quarter Horse Congress 
Queen, it is a happily ever after, though this is not the 
end. My love and appreciation for the American Quar-
ter Horse and this industry allows my fairytale: To be 
continued…

Yours Truly,

Carly L. Kidner 
All American Quarter Horse Congress Queen 2014
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