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ON Congress Minerals Council votes to help fund lawsuit
that could abolish Osage Constitution
passes 2011
Chief Red Eagle: ‘The
budgets one
Nation does not support
plaintiff ’s position.’
day before
FY 2010 ends
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News

With one day left in the
2010 fiscal year, the Second Osage Nation Congress
passed the FY 2011 budgets
during its Sept. 29 session.
Five of the Nation’s six budSee Budgets
—Continued on Page 4
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By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Mineral’s Council
passed a resolution Sept. 29 to
give a donation in the amount of
$50,000 to support a lawsuit that
could abolish the Osage Constitution.
“We will be going to court, and it
will be a settlement [conference],”
said Cora Jean Jech, plaintiff in the
case Jech vs. United States. “If we
settle, the whole thing is to restore
Photo by Chalene Toehay / Osage News
the 1906 act and the protection of
the minerals trust – and the way Newly elected Minerals Council members take a group photo on July 7 in the Congresthis last election came, the head- sional Chambers in Pawhuska.
right owners didn’t really have the
chance to vote the government in.” gle], if he tells you he was going to Osage people through the proper
process.
Jech said further, “[Principal do something, he’s going to do it.”
A statement issued from Red EaChief John Red Eagle] said he was
“I have agreed to reaffirm the
going to remove the trust from the gle’s office the morning of Sept. 30 responsibilities of the Minerals
constitution. He hasn’t gotten it said he fully intended to defend the Council under the Constitution and
done yet, I think this of [Red Ea- Osage Constitution.
I continue to support greater inde“I took an oath pendence of the Minerals Council.
and I am obligated However, the Osage Nation is not a
to support and up- party to the ‘Jech case.’ The Nation
hold the Constitu- does not support plaintiff’s position
tion of the Osage and neither does it provide any fiNation,” Red Eagle nancial support to the plaintiff. I
said. “While there prefer a more cooperative process
may be debate over for solving differences.”
OMC members voting for the
the need to amend
resolution,
sponsored by Councilour
Constitution,
that will be a deciSee Minerals CounCil
sion made by the
—Continued on Page 6
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Chief Red Eagle’s
budget passes with
$5,000 reductions
to appointee salaries
amid budget debates
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Chief Red Eagle: ‘three casino lands
[to be] placed in trust is on course’
Deadline to appeal
to U.S. Supreme
Court in reservation
status case is Oct. 22
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News
Principal Chief John Red Eagle spent the week of Sept. 27 in
Washington D.C. meeting with Department of Interior officials about
placing three tracts of Osage land
into trust.
“I met with Interior Assistant
Secretary Larry Echohawk and his
top staff in Washington on [Sept.
29] and Mr. Echohawk reaffirmed
his commitment to expedite the
processing of our applications,”
Red Eagle said. “He directed his
staff to ensure that his commit-

Courtesy Photo/Chris White

Osage Nation Principal Chief John Red Eagle poses with Department of Interior Assistant Secretary Larry Echohawk after their meeting in Washington D.C. Sept. 29.

ment is followed by BIA staff at the
Pawhuska and Muskogee offices.”
The Nation has until Oct. 22 to

file its appeal to the U.S. Supreme
Court in the Nation’s reservation
status case.

Osage language could be coming to a location near you
Pilot program will test
teaching the language
via teleconference
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News
Wah.Zha.Zhe I.E. (Osage language) could be coming to a classroom near Osages everywhere.
The Osage Language Department, Osage Information Technology Department, Edmond Public
Schools Instructional Technology
and the Indian Education program
has collaborated to test a pilot

program utilizing Microsoft Office
Live Meeting to teach language
classes via teleconferencing.
The language department’s Edmond language class, taught by
Indian Educator of the Year Sydna
Yellowfish (Osage), will be the test
site and Yellowfish is excited.
“The ‘Distance Learning Project’
is the beginning of a goal that was
brought to my attention for the
2010-2011 school year,” she said. “I
look at this as an educational tool
that can bring positive developments with our Osage language.”
Yellowfish said that as a pilot
program the language department

can iron out any problems that may
arise before they launch a nationwide effort, if the pilot is a success.
“Whether learning a language by
classroom style or by video conferencing, students will still need to
participate by attending, studying
and conversing with other language speakers,” Yellowfish said.
“It is hopeful teaching through
technology will enable Osages easier accessibility to learn.”
Sara Marcus, an Osage language
student at the Edmond site and
an employee at the Indian Health
See language Pilot PrograM
—Continued on Page 7

“Our attorney in the case is Patricia Millett, who is very competent and well known at the Court,”
Red Eagle said. “I will confer soon
with [Osage Nation Congressional]
Speaker [Jerri Jean] Branstetter
to determine if there is interest
from Congress in hearing an update from Millett.”
Millet, of Washington D.C.-based
firm Akin Gump Strauss Hauer &
Feld LLP, co-heads the firm’s Supreme Court practice and has argued 28 cases before the Supreme
Court, according to the firm’s Web
site. From August 1996 to September 2007, Millett served as an assistant to the solicitor general in
the Office of the Solicitor General
at the U.S. Department of Justice,
in Washington, D.C. During that
See trust Case
—Continued on Page 27
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‘Community effort’ needed to address
health problems on the Osage Reservation
Paradox Consulting
offers recommendations
for Osages to make
healthy lifestyle changes
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
FAIRFAX, Okla. – Paradox Consulting, which issued the health
surveys to Osage citizens applying
for the $500 health benefit card
earlier this year, says changes in
everyday behavior can help those
in fair or poor health extend their
life span by avoiding future medical complications.
Dr. Joe Conner (Osage) and his
wife Dr. Carol Nice Conner own
Paradox Consulting LLC and conducted the survey which questioned
all Osages applying for the health
benefit card about their health care
needs, age and residential demographics and daily lifestyle habits.
The survey results note that Osages living on the tribe’s reservation
tend to have “poorer health statuses” than Osages living elsewhere.
In July after the health card survey results were finalized, the Conners wrote a 17-page supplement
report titled: “Evidence Based
Health Planning Guide for The
Osage Nation: Rx for a Reservation
at Risk” and visited with the Osage
News on potential remedies to address the issues of those reporting
to be in poor health.
The Conners say it will take a
“community effort” to improve services and the living environment
for Osages to make better lifestyle
choices to improve their health.
The Conners, who both have PhD

degrees and specialized in clinical psychology, recommend more
health-related programs and policies for employees, the community
and economic development to spur
job growth to help change lifestyle
behaviors.
“We don’t have a pill people
can take, but it’s going to take a
concerted effort to improve,” Joe
Conner said. “It won’t happen
overnight. People will need help
with problems.”
The survey identified smoking,
overeating (which leads to obesity)
and depression as health dangers
associated with many of the survey
takers. If left unaddressed, smoking can lead to respiratory problems such as asthma and sinus
trouble and obesity is associated
with dangers including diabetes
and heart disease.
According to the Conners’s research, decreases in life expectancy
are associated with overweight and
obesity as well as smoking. Obese
female smokers lose 13.3 years
in life expectancy and obese male
smokers lose 13.7 years compared
with normal-weight non-smokers.
If the health problems persist,
Joe Conner notes the number of
“disabled people are going to be increasing” along with decreases in
life expectancy.
The Conners cite a Dutch study
which reports 40-year-old nonsmokers, who are overweight, lost
an average of three years of life
expectancy. Forty-year-old obese
female non-smokers lost seven
years of life expectancy and males
in the same category lost nearly six
years. Obese female smokers lost
seven years of life expectancy and

obese male smokers lost 6.7 years
compared with normal-weight
smokers.

Health Summit
To start addressing the health
problems of Osages, the Conners
are recommending the Nation hold
a health summit and invite experts
in the health field and citizens to
begin addressing the problems and
potential solutions. Experts with
backgrounds in health psychology,
behavioral medicine, community
psychology as well as economics
are suggested for the summit. This
effort also includes a communitywide health summit to engage all
Osages in addressing the health
problems.
“For people to improve their
health, they’re going to have to
hear the problems,” Carol Connor
said of the health summit suggestion. “We need ways of engaging people in providing solutions
because we need vibrant healthy
Osages in 20 years.”
On improving the appearance
of the reservation communities,
Carol Conner believes “we need to
start looking at those things that
impact the community.” Adding
community improvement efforts
such as beautification projects (to
address concerns about rundown
buildings, for example) and adding
tourist/ travel amenities could attract job opportunities to the reservation, which would lower the
unemployment rate and unhealthy
lifestyles associated with not having a job, she said.
“It has to be an attractive place
to help attract potential entrepreneurs,” which could include those

who are Osage and currently living elsewhere, Carol Conner said.
“Let’s invest in our communities,
and empower them.”
In the workplace, the Conners
encourage employers to implement
health incentive programs which
recognize employees for healthy
living choices. People should “make
those positive incentives and reward people for eating better and
being more active,” Joe Conner
said.
The Conners also recommend
that leaders establish workplace
employee assistance programs,
wellness policies and policies which
give incentives for youth physical
fitness and create facilities and
venues which provide recreational
activities.
Carol Conner referred to a
Sept. 17 Tulsa World story about
a groundbreaking ceremony on a
health and wellness center in north
Tulsa as an example. According to
the article, the facility set to open
in 2012, will offer primary medical
care, mental health care, preventative health services and education
and recreational amenities such as
basketball and tennis courts and a
walking trail.
The Conners founded Paradox
nearly 20 years ago which is identified as the only community and organizational psychology research
and consulting firm in Indian
Country that specializes in services to tribes and federal Indian programs. The Conners have worked
with hundreds of tribes nationwide
and agencies such as the federal
Indian Health Service and Centers
for Disease Control.
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Budgets
gets passed with unanimous Congressional votes but a majority
vote was needed to pass the budget
for Principal Chief John Red Eagle’s office, after proposed salaries
for his appointed staff members
became a debate topic during the
budget process.
Red Eagle’s budget for the Office
of the Chiefs caused friction between some members of Congress
and his staff. His budget contains
new job titles and proposed higher
salaries for appointed members
and he claimed “Executive Privilege” when asked to provide Congress with job descriptions for his
staffers.
In the original Office of the
Chief budget, Red Eagle proposed
to spend $2,272,267 in FY 2011,
which is approximately $214,000
more than former Principal Chief
Jim Gray’s FY 2010 budget. Last
year at this time, the Congress and
Gray were beginning their threemonth debate over Gray’s office
budget.
In the end, Congress voted by
majority to cut Red Eagle’s 2011
budget to $1,997,390 after most
members voted to trim $5,000 from
most of the appointees’ salaries.
Congresswoman Alice Goodfox
proposed the amendment to trim
the salaries and it passed with an
8-3 vote before a final vote on Red
Eagle’s budget resulted with the
same vote numbers.

No appointee job descriptions

Debate on Red Eagle’s budget
started after he declined a request
from the Congressional Committee on Government Operations to
provide the Nation’s human resources department with job descriptions for his cabinet during a
Sept. 21 meeting. The committee,
which has initial jurisdiction over
the Office of the Chiefs budget delayed action on Red Eagle’s budget
during its first committee meeting
Sept. 15, pending receipt of those
job descriptions.

—Continued from Page 1

Red Eagle’s office submitted
summaries of those positions during the Sept. 21 committee meeting, which sparked debate between
the Executive Branch and the Congress members in attendance.
Governmental Operations congressional committee members are
Speaker Jerri Jean Branstetter
(chair), Raymond Red Corn, Eddy
Red Eagle, Daniel Boone, William
“Kugee” Supernaw and Archie Mason.
The meeting started with Red
Corn asking Chief Red Eagle if
his staff had written and filed job
descriptions with the Nation’s human resources department and if
Congress was provided copies of
those descriptions.
Red Eagle responded that neither was done because tribal law
does not mention Executive appointed positions when requiring
job descriptions to be filed. “It’s
executive privilege for the chief to
appoint his staff,” he said.
Red Corn said he believes the executive positions must be listed as
part of the Nation’s budget parameters act. “What are we supposed
to tell the Osage people when they
say: ‘well, what are their qualifications, what do they do to earn
$70,000 or $80,000 per year?’” he
asked.
In Red Eagle’s proposed budget,
he has 11 appointed positions in
his office (excluding himself and
Assistant Principal Chief Scott
BigHorse), which is two less than
the 13 positions listed in Gray’s FY
2010 budget.
No salary increases were proposed for the chief and assistant
chief, so Red Eagle will make
$95,000 and BigHorse will make
approximately $71,000. Salary increases within Red Eagle’s administration were initially proposed
for the Senior Executive Adviser to
the Principal Chief, Faren Anderson, at $80,000 per year as well as
$41,000 for an executive staff assistant, Kristen Pratt. Anderson,

former Speaker of the Congress,
repeatedly tried to cut former Chief
of Staff Hepsi Barnett’s salary to
around $51,000 in two previous
Tzi-Zho sessions – a position that
mirrors Red Eagle’s Senior Executive Adviser.
Red Eagle told the Government
Operations committee that Barnett made more than $85,000 a
year under the Gray adminstration, because she allegedly received
$15,000 in cash benefits from her
salary of around $71,000.
Salaries of $70,000 per year
were proposed for both the executive adviser of programs, Raymond
Lasley, and the executive director
of government affairs and public
relations, Chris White. Listed under non-administrative expenses
in the Chief’s office budget were
contracts of $50,000 a piece for an
event coordinator, Paul Allen, and
an Osage Minerals Council liaison/
cultural adviser, Everett Waller.
Red Eagle defended his decision
by reiterating it was “an executive
privilege” for him to select his appointed positions. “I realize again
the accountability that needs to be
done in this area in justifying these
positions,” said Red Eagle, “I chose
these individuals on the basis of
their experience, in government,
their experience in working for
(other Native American tribes)…
I’m not trying to close any doors.”
Red Corn said that by Red Eagle’s office refusing to provide job
descriptions for his staff, to justify their salaries, is setting a bad
precedent for future chief’s to skirt
accountability for their appointments. Red Eagle’s budget was tabled and brought up during a Sept.
27 meeting.
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards said she wanted the appointee staff position descriptions so
she knows who to go to when she
has an inquiry.
Anderson defended the Red Eagle administration salaries, stating
to Edwards “You’re trying to com-

pare the old (Gray administration)
to the new.” She was referring to
the new appointee titles and roles
which differ from those set up in
the Gray cabinet.
“I fundamentally think that’s
wrong,” Edwards said of having
no Executive Branch appointee job
descriptions to review. “I still have
no idea where I’m supposed to go
when I have a problem.”

Motions to reduce
appointee salaries

An initial effort to reduce the
appointees’ salaries failed in the
government operations committee. Edwards made a motion for
its members to cut the salary of
Linda Teeman, Red Eagle’s senior
executive assistant, from $57,838
to $50,000.
That motion failed on a 2-2 tie
vote with Boone and Red Corn voting “yes” and “no” votes from Supernaw and Red Eagle. Mason was
absent that day and Branstetter
abstained from voting because she
believed it would be a conflict for
her to vote on individual appointee
salaries because Pratt, the executive staff assistant, is her niece.
On Sept. 29, the Chief’s office
budget appeared before the entire
Congress for proposed amendments. Goodfox proposed cuts of
$5,000 to the appointees salaries,
including the Minerals Council liaison position held by Waller, who
is her relative.
“I looked at the original budget
from the Executive Branch and I
was 70 percent in agreement and
there was that 30 percent that was
pesky and I just couldn’t go along
with,” Goodfox said of her proposed
amendment to cut the salaries.
“And I want to support the Executive Branch as much as possible
and what I’ve proposed is a $5,000
decrease in salary for executive appointees, including the Minerals
See Budgets
—Continued on Page 5
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Budgets
liaison/ cultural adviser who, is my
uncle.”
“I believe that $5,000 decrease in
pay was fair and consistent across
the board and two of the people
that were employed under the old
administration are still going to receive an increase in pay under this
$5,000 deduction,” said Goodfox,
“and the echoing theme throughout this entire budget process has
been ‘moderate, moderate, moderate’ and I don’t believe that the
original budget fit in line with that
theme.”
Congressman Geoffrey Standing Bear opposed the salary cuts
stating “when it comes to the Chief
here, he’s going to lead our Nation
and if he believes this is what he
needs, I think we should, as a new
administration, we need to support
him. And at least for one year, let’s
see how they do and if they fall
short, we’ll address it.”
The $5,000 salary reduction
amendment passed 8-3. Voting
“yes” with Goodfox was Edwards,
Congressman John Free, Red
Corn, Red Eagle, Congressman
Anthony Shackelford, Supernaw
and Branstetter. Voting “no” was
Standing Bear and Congressmen
Mark Simms and Daniel Boone.
Before the final vote on the
Chief’s office budget with the
salary reductions, Edwards addressed her fellow Congressional
colleagues stating she would be
voting against Red Eagle’s budget
amid voting for Goodfox’s salary
reduction amendment.
“We compromised and I admire
Congresswoman Goodfox looking
for a compromise here,” Edwards
said. “But I stand by my convictions
and my convictions are that education counts for something. We put
millions and millions of dollars
into our education fund and I think
those people that go and work hard
and get educated deserve to be rewarded… I’m faulting our process
when we don’t know how to adequately value what the jobs are at

5

—Continued from Page 4

this Nation… Today I believe our
process has failed us and I’m going
to vote ‘no’ on this bill.”
The final vote was also 8-3. Voting against Chief Red Eagle’s budget with Edwards was Simms and
Standing Bear.
The 2011 budgets were sent to
Red Eagle’s office for review and
further action after Congress approved them. No action was taken
on the budgets by Red Eagle when
this edition of the Osage News
went to press.
A legislative proclamation was
signed on Sept. 27 by at least twothirds of the Congress to extend
the Tzi-Zho Session by three days,
so the session will stretch to 27
days and ends Oct. 7.
All six budget bills are sponsored
by Congressman Red Eagle who is
the chairman of the Congressional Committee on Appropriations.
He is also Chief Red Eagle’s older
brother and Chris White’s fatherin-law.
The budget bills are: ONCA 1092 (FY 2011 Legislative Branch
Appropriation Act); ONCA 10-93
(FY 2011 Judicial Branch Appropriation Act); ONCA 10-94 (Office
of the Principal Chief Appropriation Act); ONCA 10-95 (FY 2011
Boards and Commissions Appropriations Act); ONCA 10-96 (FY
2011 Cultural Donations Appropriation Act); and ONCA 10-97
(FY 2011 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriation Act).
For more information on Congress, to view legislative bills and
resolutions and Congressional
committee and regular session
schedules, visit the Legislative
Branch’s Web page online at www.
osagetribe.com/congress.
[Editor’s note: This story includes
portions of previous articles written
and available at www.osagenews.
org.]
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Minerals CounCil
man Curtis Bear, were Cynthia
Boone, Bear, Melvin Core and
Myron Red Eagle. Voting against
the resolution were Sonny Abbott,
Galen Crum and Andrew Yates.
Whitehorn abstained.

All members of the OMC
took oaths of office to
uphold and defend the
Osage Constitution.

Boone stated during the meeting
Sept. 29 that it was not her intention to overthrow the Osage Nation, but to do everything in her
power to make sure the mineral’s
estate is secure and protected. She
did not see the harm in donating
$50,000 to the Jech plaintiffs because it would not be shareholder
money the OMC would be spending.
However, Councilman Crum
disagreed and said that the shareholders should be aware that the
$50,000 donation would be coming from the OMC’s S-510 account,
which is the revenue generated
from Kansas land lease payments.
“It still is shareholder money,”
Crum said. “We’re still using shareholder funds funding the lawsuit.
[However], it will not affect your
payment in any way.”
OMC Councilmen Abbott, Crum
and Yates said they wanted to exercise caution and hire general counsel before committing to support
the Jech case. Crum said Chief Red
Eagle, Osage Congressmen Geoffrey Standing Bear and Raymond
Red Corn had all agreed to sponsor or support congressional resolutions that could possibly bring
amendments to the Osage people
to amend the Constitution and give
more authority to the OMC.
Upon hearing the actions of
the OMC Sept. 29, Congressmen
Standing Bear and Red Corn sent
their resolutions back to committee during the Tzi-Zho Congressional Session Sept. 30. In
Standing Bear’s view, the actions
of the OMC on Sept. 29 showed

—Continued from Page 1

“hostility” and not cooperation and
urged all members of Congress to
read the plaintiff’s complaint and
noted that one of the exhibits is the
Osage Constitution.
In a draft letter to Chief Red
Eagle dated Sept. 22, Whitehorn
reminded Red Eagle that during
his inauguration speech he promised to restore the 1906 Act for the
benefit of the Osage shareholders,
which was why the OMC was sending the letter.
The letter further requested for
the return of “all Minerals monies and land, including the land in
Kansas” – this would also include
land that currently house Osage
casinos. It also asked that a letter on this subject be sent to all
appropriate Bureau of Indian Affairs officials and officials within
the Department of the Interior and
that the Osage Trust Team be comprised of OMC members only. Currently the trust team is comprised
of the Principal Chief, Speaker of
the Congress, Whitehorn, Boone
and Crum.

Jech case

The case, Jech vs. United States,
is asking that the 1906 Act be restored according to the Code of
Federal Regulations, which could
mean the abolishment of the Osage
Constitution, the current threebranch government and the Nation would go back to be the Osage
Tribe of Indians functioning under a chief, assistant chief and an
eight-member tribal council – the
only voting members of the tribe
would be shareholders.
The plaintiff’s in the case are
Jech, former Principal Chief
Charles Tillman, OMC Chairman
Dudley Whitehorn, Joe Hall, Joanna Barbara, R.E. Yarbrough, Cody
Tucker and John Johnson.
Both Whitehorn and Jech ran in
the 2006 Osage Nation elections.
Whitehorn ran for principal chief
and Jech ran for the Osage Nation
Congress.
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Attorney General and merit-based
employment system pass through Congress
Chief Red Eagle
vetoes merit bill,
Congress unanimously
overrides veto
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
Principal Chief John Red Eagle
issued his first veto message Sept.
28, vetoing the merit-based employment bill which was passed
during the previous day’s session.
Congress’ response: to unanimously override Red Eagle’s veto during
its Sept. 29 session.
In his veto message dated Sept.
27, Red Eagle states he is in sup-

port of a merit-based employment
system for the Nation’s government
employees, but is taking issue with
subsections of ONCA 10-85, which
calls for his office to submit job descriptions, education and work experience qualifications for all his
cabinet members.
His veto message states that
subsections (a-c of Section 5-B-2)
“clearly overreach into the powers and authority of the Executive
Branch and violate the Separation of Powers set forth in Article
V, Section 2, of the Osage Nation
Constitution.”
The topic of salaries and job descriptions of Red Eagle’s administration was a sticking point in the
government budget meetings held

language Pilot PrograM
Service in Oklahoma City, thinks
that by teaching the language via
teleconferencing will make learning the language more convenient
for her.
“To live in [Oklahoma City] and
have the opportunity to learn Osage
language and culture through a
local teleconference class is fantastic!” she said. “I work [Monday
through Friday], 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and to drive to Pawhuska once a
week would be difficult and costly.”
Yellowfish is confident the Distance Learning Project will be successful in educating Osages in the
Osage language.
“Our school needs will be addressed and we will accommodate
the necessary needs for this [pilot]
program to work,” she said. “Success will be determined by attendance, number of students enrolled
and assessments as needed to measure language growth.”

during this year’s Tzi-Zho Session.
Red Eagle was asked to provide
the descriptions on his staff, but
he instead submitted description
summaries to Congress during a
Sept. 21 meeting on the Chief’s office budget.
“The Congress is delving into
management of the Office of the
Principal Chief and second guessing the personnel decisions of the
Executive Branch,” wrote Red
Eagle, who defended his cabinet
during the budget meetings. “I am
responsible to the Osage Nation
electorate and I will be accountable for how my office is staffed
and budgeted. I need staff who will
support me and the vision that I
set out in my inauguration speech

—Continued from Page 2

Edmond site

The Osage language department started their fall semester
the week of Sept. 13 and in that
first week the Edmond site had
18 participants, Yellowfish said.
The students ages at the Edmond
site range from seven-years-old to
70-years-old, and most are returning students who have been taking
classes from her for four years.
The Osage language is currently taught in five sites: Pawhuska,
Hominy, Fairfax, Skiatook and Edmond.
“The Indian Education program
provides classrooms, supplies,
computer needs and instructional costs,” Yellowfish said. “The
[Osage] language department provides the curriculum and updated
technology.”
The Edmond language site is located at Boulevard Academy ALT
School, 215 N. Boulevard. Class

times are Tuesday evenings from
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. during the
school year.
“A goal like this will enhance
educational advancement for our
language to continue and reach
Osages who may not live close by,”
Yellowfish said. “You could say the
negative is with any new learning concept, a student will need
to have determination to want to
learn their Osage language.”
To learn more about Microsoft
Office Live Meeting, visit www.microsoft.com/online/office-live-meeting-aspx.
For more information about the
Distance Learning Project, or to
enroll in the language program,
contact language recruiter Rebekah HorseChief at (918) 2875683 or e-mail her at rhorsechief@
osagetribe.org.

and my message at the opening of
Congress.”
The Congress voted 11-0 to override the veto. Congressman Archie
Mason was absent due to a family
medical emergency. The Congress
initially approved the merit-based
employment system bill by a unanimous vote at its Sept. 22 session.
After the veto override, Speaker
Jerri Jean Branstetter said she received a phone call from Chief Red
Eagle, who was on a trip to Washington, D.C. to meet with the Senate Indian Affairs committee, the
night before. She said Chief Red
Eagle told her that he would be
willing to meet on the issue if Congress voted to override his veto.
A merit-based employment system for the Nation’s government
employees is called for in the 2006
Constitution, which is the reason
the bill was being considered. Its
sponsor is Congresswoman Shannon Edwards.
According to the merit bill, the
Nation’s human resources department will be charged with implementing a grievance procedure to
provide a formal communication
channel between employees and
management to resolve work-related problems; an employee assistance program will be established
to provide confidential and accessible services for employees and
their families experiencing difficulties; and an employee wellness
program will be established to offer
health-related services, incentives
and education.

Attorney General’s office

Also during the Sept. 22 session,
Congress unanimously passed a
bill to establish an Attorney General’s office for the Nation. Like the
See attorney general
—Continued on Page 11
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Watershed forum showcases
Osage preservation efforts
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. – The Osage Nation’s first-ever Watershed Forum brought representatives from
tribes around the state to discuss
the importance of natural resource
preservation Aug. 24.
Watersheds are important to
many Native American tribes, including the Osage, because they
are viewed as playing a role in
spirituality and identity.
“They called our ancestors by
the Osage name Ni-U-Ko’n-Ska
which means ‘the children of the
middle waters’ and they also called
us Wah-Zha-Zhi – that means ‘water people,’” Chief John Red Eagle
said in his opening remarks to
the crowd of about 100 on the forum’s first day. “It is our hope that
our water that comes to us in our
streams is clean and clear as it
comes from the sky.”
A watershed, as defined by guest
speakers from the Environmental
Protection Agency, is “the area of
land where all of the water that is
under it or drains off of it goes into
the same place.” In the continental United States, there are 2,110
watersheds; including Hawaii,
Alaska, and Puerto Rico, there are
2,267 watersheds, according to the
EPA Web site. Dr. Andrea Hunter (Osage) of the Nation’s Tribal
Historic Preservation office spoke
about the cultural perspective on
water.
“We view water as a viable importance to our culture and know
you are all in the same agreement
with that and that’s why you are
here today,” Red Eagle said at the
forum. “The world would surely
be a poor place without healthy
streams where we can teach our
children to fish,” he said hoping
the event generated ideas on protecting the area’s water.
Also delivering remarks was
Muscogee (Creek) Tribal Council-

man George Tiger who is also a TV
personality for hosting “Inside Native America.”
“We are indeed the original environmentalists. We were taught
to take care of this land, we were
taught to take care of the resources
that we have,” Tiger said. “We were
also taught to defend the resources
that we have.”
He said he believes the time has
come for tribes to negotiate goodfaith partnerships at the state
and federal levels where Native
lands and resources are concerned.
Tribes are obtaining more and
more leverage every day, whether
it’s through casino profits or some
other means.
The water quality director for
the Oklahoma Conservation Commission, Shanon Phillips, spoke
about the steps her entity used to
address watershed issues. “Our
primary partners are through the
conservation districts” as well as
local people who know the areas at
issue, she said.
Phillips, who represent various
state, tribal and federal environmental entities, said that one of
the most important components
of addressing watershed issues is
education in addition to partnerships.
“The more partners you have,
the more likely your program is to
be successful.”
The event was sponsored by the
Dallas-based Region 6 office of the
EPA (which covers Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,
and Texas, as well as 66 Native
tribes) with additional support
from the Osage Million Dollar Elm
Casino and the Nation’s Childcare
Department.
The view information on the Nation’s Environmental and Natural
Resources Department visit www.
osagetribe.com/naturalresources.
The EPA Region 6 office Web site
is www.epa.gov/region6.

Osage HOme HealtH
Skilled Nursing • Home Health Aides
• Social Services • Physical Therapy
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Providing Comprehensive In-Home Health Care Services
to ALL Residents of North Central Oklahoma
Medicare • Medicaid • Private Insurance Accepted

www.osagehomehealth.com
Phone

(918) 287-5645 or (866) 671-3700
Fax (918) 287-9909

128 E. 6th St.

Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056
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LLC closes gift shop and sells Palace Grocery in Fairfax
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News
The Osage Nation LLC got rid of
two Osage businesses Aug. 30. Two
businesses some Osages felt were
meant to serve the community and
just weren’t for profit.
The LLC closed the Osage Nation Gift Shop permanently and
the Palace of the Osage grocery
store in Fairfax was sold to Rick
Parker, a Barnsdall grocer.
“I always felt the Palace and the
gift shop were more of a service to
the people, more like a program,”
said Anthony Webb, married to
Osage artist Wendy Ponca and
who also ran for Osage Congress in
June. Webb and Ponca were at the
gift shop Monday as the locks were
being changed to pick up the consignment items Ponca had in the
store. “I didn’t want the gift shop
to go to the LLC, I knew the gift
shop was in trouble when it went
to the LLC.”
Both the Palace and gift shop
were acquired by the LLC in 2008
when the LLC was formed.
The gift shop was closed at 1
p.m. Aug. 30, “with no notice” said
the shop’s manager, Trini Haddon.
Along with being a Pendleton distributor, the store was a place for
Osages from all over the country to
buy blankets, beads, ribbons and
other Osage items to make dance
regalia. It also sold books by Osage
authors, CDs from Osage singers
and artwork by Osage artists, local
or out-of-state.
After working all weekend at the
Ponca Powwow selling gift shop
items at a booth, Haddon said she
had taken Aug. 30 off because she
didn’t get home until 4 a.m. that
morning. At 1 p.m. she was given
a call to go to the store and there
they told her the store would be
closing and all three employees
were without a job.
Haddon had managed the store
for more than three years along

Photo by Shannon Shaw/Osage News

An Osage Nation Maintenance worker changes the locks on the Osage Nation Gift Shop doors Aug. 30.

with co-workers Jo Brooks, who
worked there for six years, and
Marla Woodard, who worked there
for seven.
According to a prepared release,
the LLC is looking for a buyer of
the gift shop’s inventory.
“From the tribe’s point of view
and the community’s point of view
we feel like it’s the best move,” said
Charles Maker, Osage LLC Board
Chairman in a phone interview
Aug. 31. “It’s strictly a business
move and nothing more.”
Ponca, along with other Osage
artists in and out of state, sell their
wares through the gift shop, something that Ponca cherished and
depended on for her business, she
said. According to Haddon, more
than $35,000 worth of consignment
items were sold in the store.

“This is really going to hurt my
artistic endeavors,” Ponca said,
who is a former professor at the
Institute of American Indian Arts
in Santa Fe, N.M. “This is my
only source to buy ribbons for my
work…I’m really disappointed. I
was just on the phone asking my
relatives where I can get ribbons.”
Ponca said that every year she
and her husband know Osages
from California who need to buy
Osage materials for clothing and
they always send them to the gift
shop.
“I know that if I was an out-ofstate Osage, I’d be upset.”

Dollars and sense

The Osage Limited Liability
Company was formed by the nation to allocate capital to acquire or

launch profitable businesses which
would ultimately build wealth for
the tribe, according to a prepared
release. If the businesses cannot be
made profitable, it’s the LLC’s duty
to find buyers more suited to do so.
According to a Bigheart Times
article that ran Sept. 1, Maker
said the Palace and gift shop were
losing too much money and it was
mostly due in part to the way they
were being managed. In 2003, the
Palace was bought by the 31st
Osage Tribal Council for $285,000
and the LLC sold it to Parker for a
reported $600,000.
“It’s absolutely essential that
the management of the [LLC] enterprise have a stake in the game
because, if they don’t, it’s tougher
See llC

Closes gift shoP

—Continued on Page 11
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This is not an alphabet. The symbols represent sound only. Practice writing and
pronouncing these symbols everyday. For more information, please contact the
Osage Nation Language Program at (918) 287-5505 (Pawhuska), (918) 642-3185
(Fairfax), (918) 287-5583 (Hominy), (918) 287-5547 (Edmond), and (918) 287-5547
(Skiatook) or visit us on the Web at http://www.osagetribe.org/language.
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llC Closes gift shoP
to treat the business as their own,”
said Maker in the release. “These
were smaller operations and in order to be successful, the management must be hands-on and have a
vested interest [in] their success.”
According to the LLC’s annual
report, the Palace lost $91,000 in
the last three months of 2009 and
the gift shop lost $7,945 in the last
six months of 2009. Maker said in
the Times article that the LLC had
been looking for a buyer for the gift
shop without luck. They decided to
cut its losses and close it down.
According to Haddon, the gift
shop had seen a 76 percent increase in June and a 126 percent
increase in July over last year’s
sales. She said the Wah-Zha-Zhi
Cultural Center had just bought 42
spools of shirt ribbon, 20 colors of
shawl material and she couldn’t remember how much fringe they had

11

—Continued from Page 9

bought, all for their classes held at
the center.
“I’m just a little drop in the bucket to the LLC, they didn’t come and
help, they kept my books and I
never saw at the end of the month
whether I was in the red or black,”
she said. “If somebody bought the
merchandise I would sell it.”
Haddon remained at the store
for a couple of weeks, working only
a couple of hours a day, to get rid of
all consignment items and handle
the layaway purchases.

Palace to ‘remain the same’

The Palace of the Osage grocery
store will be offering the same services as it was before, said new
owner Rick Parker. All employees
will remain, Osage Drumkeepers
who keep accounts at the store
during the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka dances need not worry, he said.

“I hate to see a little store like
that struggle – Walmart’s eating
everybody up and we went over
and identified a few things that
weren’t working…switched the
store’s meat case around and put
some new stuff in,” Parker said.
“We just started talking about purchasing the store [with the LLC]
and that’s how the discussion happened. I tried to help them and
they definitely helped me.”
Manager of the Palace for the
past four years, Robert Taylor,
agreed that the sale was a good
move for the store.
“I think [Parker is] going to have
more of a ‘hands on’ approach with
it and he has done some changing
here anyway and as far as the set

attorney general
merit-based employment system
bill, the issue of creating an Attorney General’s office has been an
issue discussed by the First Osage
Nation Congress.
“I think that over time I think
the need for an attorney general
for our Nation has become apparent and more apparent,” Edwards
said of the attorney general bill.
“To date, I believe that there has
been positive debate that the bill
has been worked as it should have
been, that it was an inclusive process. It’s time for us to move forward with an attorney general for
our Nation.”
Edwards pitched a previous attorney general bill during this
year’s Hun-Kah Session. But the
First ON Congress, which was in
office at that time along with former Principal Chief Jim Gray, voted the bill down.
“The words that I spoke six
months ago in support of this bill
hold true today and I believe that
the impact and need for an attor-

up of the store it will remain the
same,” Taylor said. “It will be a
good thing for it and we’re not going to keep dealing with this as a
tribal program.”
Parker said a “suggestions list”
will be kept at the front of the store
and any patron, who wishes for the
store to receive a new item, or they
need a certain brand of item, to put
it on the suggestions list and they
will do their best to get it in the
store.
“I’m excited,” Parker said. “I
think there are some things we
can do differently that are going to
benefit the community.”

—Continued from Page 7

ney general for the Nation can’t be
understated,” Edwards said.
Discussion of having an attorney
general has been a long-standing
topic in both the legislative and
executive branches because of previous arguments between the two.
Some of those arguments resulted
in lawsuits filed in tribal court
between the two branches which
touched on the Nation’s open meetings law and the creation of the Office of Fiscal Performance Review
office in the legislative branch.
Several government officials
have said an attorney general is
needed for the Nation to help resolve issues before they result in
more potential court action between the branches.
It was unknown what the Executive Branch’s next steps are in
regards to these two bills. Chris
White, the executive director of
government affairs, accompanied
Chief Red Eagle to Washington
D.C. and could not be reached for
comment before this edition of the
Osage News went to press.
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Osage who played for Detroit Lions
honored by Skiatook High School
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News
It’s been 17 years since Kywin
Supernaw stood on the football
field of the Skiatook High School
Bulldogs.
“It’s great just to be around my
family again, to see my friends and
see all my old coaches,” Supernaw
said.
Supernaw, a 35-year-old Osage
now living in Carmel, Ind., stood
with his wife and four children on
the SHS football field and watched
as the coaches retired Supernaw’s
jersey, no. 21, Sept. 3 before the
Friday night football game in front
of a crowd of more than 300.
Supernaw was a Skiatook High
School star, playing the positions
of tailback and cornerback for the
Bulldogs before going on to play for
Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College in Miami, Okla. While playing
for NEO he was spotted by a scout
for the University of Indiana.
During his senior season at Indiana, Supernaw was named team
captain and was the team MVP in
1997. He was drafted by the Detroit Lions in 1998 and was named
Rookie of the Year, according to
si.com, the official Web site for
Sports Illustrated.
“I’m proud of him,” said his father, Osage Congressman William
“Kugee” Supernaw. “There was a
magazine that interviewed him
once and asked him how he did it
and made it to where he was. He
could’ve been raised by wolves and
done what he’s done.
“He’s his own man. He’s a natural athlete.”
Kywin Supernaw played his first
two seasons with the Detroit Lions seeing little action with just
four games played. But in 2000 he

Photo by Shannon Shaw/Osage News

The Skiatook High School retired Kywin Supernaw’s jersey Sept. 3. Supernaw, Osage, is a former football player for the Detroit Lions
and is rumored to be the only Osage to have played in the National Football League. He stands here with his wife and children, from
L to R: Michael, Ava, Sarah and James.

started three games and played in
13.
According to a Skiatook Journal
article published on Aug. 25, Supernaw was a ferocious hitter and
mobile defensive back and safety.
After just three seasons Supernaw’s NFL career was cut short
due to injuries.
After his NFL career Supernaw
went back to the University of Indiana and obtained his degree. He
now works for Stryker Orthopaedics in Carmel, just outside of Indianapolis, and works with people
who need joint replacements.
“This is my first time to be at
a Skiatook football game in 17
years,” he said after the ceremony.
“It’s great to be here.”

Photo by Shannon Shaw/Osage News

Kywin Supernaw, former Detroit Lions player, shakes hands with his former Skiatook
High School coaches. The high school retired Supernaw’s jersey on Sept. 3.
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Osage photojournalist documents Native soldiers in Iraq
By Ruby Murray
Osage News
At an age when people think
about retirement, Osage photojournalist Steven Clevenger decided to embed himself with the 2nd
Battalion, 200th Infantry Division
of New Mexico’s National Guard.
“I’ve covered seven wars and this
is the first time I went with the
United States Army,” Clevenger
said in a phone interview from his
home in Dallas.
Clevenger set out for Iraq in 2007
with 120 guardsmen, 40 of whom
were of Native descent. The result:
a book titled, “America’s First Warriors: Native Americans and Iraq.”
“The power of this book lies in
those photographs of Native soldiers and in the written word
– Clevenger’s introduction, [Cheyenne soldier Bill Cody Ayon’s] prologue and Clevenger’s interviews,”
said David Steinberg, arts writer
for the Albuquerque Journal.
Clevenger’s photos range from
US Army Sergeant Patrick Toya
walking into his aunt’s arms at a
homecoming feast given in his honor at Jemez Pueblo, located outside

Courtesy Photo

Osage photojournalist, Steven Clevenger.

of Albuquerque, N.M.; Native soldiers singing in a drum circle in
Saddam Hussein’s Baghdad palace, to retired US Marine Corps
Corporal Jessie Davis helping his
nephew Chakota Mays prepare to
dance at the Grayhorse In-LonSchka dances.
He spent four years compiling
the book, traveling back and forth
from New Mexico, Oklahoma and
Iraq. Along the way he collected
stories from soldiers of various Native descents such as Apache, Navajo, Cheyenne and other tribal
nations.
The book’s photographs of the
soldiers in Iraq are juxtaposed with
images from the Grayhorse War
Mother’s Dance, where many of the
participants are Vietnam War veterans. Clevenger also broadened
the scope of his book from the current conflict in Iraq to the role of
warriors in contemporary Native
life, he said. Allowing veterans to
tell their own stories resulted with
a look into their lives.
Starting in 2006, Clevenger attended a Yellow Ribbon welcome
home ceremony in Rio Rancho,
N.M., for the 116th Transportation
Company in New Mexico’s Guard.
The company had returned from a
yearlong deployment in Iraq and
Clevenger wanted to know how
traditional ceremonies supported
soldiers and whether they helped
ease the transition back into civilian life, he said.
After his first meeting with the
New Mexico Guard members, Clevenger was invited to photograph
and interview veterans at cleansing ceremonies and homecoming
feasts. He witnessed the Navajo’s
tradition of cleansing ceremonies
that keep warriors “separate from
the rest of the tribe, so as not to
infect other members with the bad
experiences or spirits they might
have brought home,” Clevenger
said. At present, the separation is
not enforced, but the ceremonies
are used to help transition.

Courtesy Photo/Steven Clevenger

Bill Cody Ayon, Cheyenne, now working as a Bureau of Indian Affairs police officer
on the Ute reservation in Towaock, CO, will soon be promoted to captain. Cody was
awarded the Bronze Star, the nation’s fourth highest military honor, during his deployment with New Mexico National Guard.

From that experience he flew to
Oklahoma in 2007 to photograph
the annual War Mother’s Dance
in Grayhorse where he spent time
with retired Marine Corporal Davis.
Retired Corporal Jessie Davis,
Osage, who served in the Marine
Corps in Vietnam told Clevenger
he had studied the thirteen Osage
rites a man needed to complete before becoming a warrior, such as
killing a deer, a cougar, a bear, and
actions in combat or war. Davis felt
that this tradition influenced his
decision to enlist in an unpopular
war for “a country that basically
tried to and wanted to annihilate
my people.”
Corporal Hollis Stabler, an
Omaha who is commandant of
the Marine Corps League, Osage
Detachment, No. 669, carried the
flag at the recent inauguration of
Osage Nation Principal Chief John
Red Eagle. Hollis distinguished

the kinds of conflict tribes faced in
the past.
“If we were attacked in the camp
circle, everyone got up to fight—
men, women and children…” he
said. But other acts of war required
the council’s direction. In the Omaha tradition, little boys were given
to God, so they didn’t have to be
afraid, since their lives were no
longer their own. The traditions
carried on, and in the dances they
remind us of that, he said.
A lot of the old ways are not followed any more, said John Henry
Mashunkashey, who served and
was wounded in the Marine Corps.
But he noted Osage women have
distinguished themselves in the
national War Mothers’ organization and deserve more recognition
locally.
When
Osages,
like
Mashunkashey and Davis, served in
Vietnam, they found welcome and
See Photojournalist
—Continued on Page 15
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Okesa bridge project to be completed in November
Project also includes
road improvement,
retaining wall
construction
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
OKESA, Okla. – Construction
crews are expected to complete
the Okesa bridge and road project,
south of the U.S. 60 turnoff, ahead
of schedule and it should be ready
for traffic in November, according
to the Osage Nation Roads Department.
Weather conditions permitting,
the improved road and bridge project should be finished and open for
traffic by Thanksgiving, said Jody
Burd who is the construction manager for the Roads Department. If
the roadways and bridge are completely open for traffic in November, that would put the project
Workers pour concrete for the new Okesa bridge and road project Sept. 17.
approximately 120 days ahead of
schedule, he said.
The new $1 million bridge will ect,” Walker said, who added Jus- Roads program which is available
replace a narrower single-lane tin Carr, construction inspector to all federally recognized tribes in
bridge (built in the 1930s) which is for the Roads Department, is also the country.
Each year, the Nation receives
just east of the area, said RJ Walk- monitoring the project as “our eyes
approximately $5 million in feder, director of the Roads Depart- and ears on the job.”
A road improvement project eral funding for road projects. The
ment. It will be up to Osage County
officials to decide whether the old leading from U.S. 60 to the bridge, Roads Department predicts it will
which is about a mile south, is also spend $30 million to $40 million
bridge will be demolished.
The Nation has a contract with underway with a retaining wall be- on road or transportation improveconstruction company Paragone to ing built along the curvy hillside in ment projects (which also include
complete the project whose subcon- an area known for its scenic views sidewalks and trails) in the next
five to seven years.
tractor Beechner poured concrete of the region’s green hills.
Another improvement project
The Roads Department negotifor the bridge deck in mid-September. When completed, the bridge ated with Osage County officials underway by the Roads Departdeck will be 402 feet long and 32 on planning the $3 million road ment is a six-mile stretch of Prue
feet wide. It will have two 12-foot and bridge project, which is funded Road north of Prue, which is “one
driving lanes for traffic and shoul- through federal funds received by of the highest traveled roads in
the Roads Department. The Na- Osage County,” Walker said. The
der widths of four feet.
“So far we’ve been pleased with tion receives the federal monies $7 million Prue Road project is
the contractor’s work on the proj- through the Indian Reservations being funded with $4 million in

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

stimulus funding awarded to the
Nation and the rest is covered by
federal highway funds which the
Nation also received.
Walker said the Roads Department is also planning to put a
survey link on its Web site within
a month for feedback from Osage
tribal members. The Web site will
also list the 28 projects that are
underway or have been identified
by the department.
The Osage Nation Roads Department can be reached at (918)
287-5387 and its Web site is www.
osagetribe.com/tip.
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respect in the tribe when they returned home, as opposed to the rest
of the country. Ironically, now Mashunkashey says he is fighting to
get veterans the support he thinks
they deserve in the Osage tribe. He
observed that the Cherokee tribe is
funding a veteran’s center.

They helped me stand straighter –

‘Carrying the flag was
a great honor’

was what she thought she should

Davis was asked to carry in the
flag during the presentation of the
colors one Veteran’s Day in 1996.
“I was fifty years old...an age
when I should have had plenty of
confidence…carrying this flag was
a great honor,” he said. “I was very
concerned about whether I was going the right way, if I was holding
the flag the right way, if I was going
to drop it or do this or that. All of a
sudden, my uncles Kenneth Jump,
Franklin No Ear, they were right
there with me. It was like a dream.

at 50-years-old I had a degenerating joint disease, so I hurt all over.”
Then Davis felt his three-yearold daughter dancing in step with
him. He had not taught her to
dance; she went to him because it
do.
He said he felt his uncles, aunts,
grandparents,

everyone

before

him, helping him and his daughter.
“I call this inherent feelings and
think it’s not so much in your blood
but it’s in your heart.”
For more information on how
you can obtain a copy of “America’s
First Warriors: Native Americans
and Iraq,” call (800) 249-7737 or
visit the sites Amazon.com or visit
any Barnes & Noble bookstore.
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Two Osage Elders recognized
by AARP Oklahoma
Anita Lookout-West
and former Principal
Chief George Tall Chief
are 2010 Indian Elder
Honorees for their
accomplishments and
contributions
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
OKLAHOMA CITY – Two Osage
elders known for their professional
achievements and contributions in
public service, community involvement and cultural preservation
efforts received honors from the
state’s AARP office along with 48
other Native American elders from
across Oklahoma.
Anita Lookout-West, who teaches finger weaving at the Wah-ZhaZhi Cultural Center, and former
Principal Chief George Tall Chief
were each awarded medallions
during AARP Oklahoma’s 2010
Indian Elder Honors banquet on
Aug. 30. This year, at least one
member from each of Oklahoma’s
38 federally-recognized tribes was
selected for the honor.
This year’s honoree list totaled
50 and each elder was invited to
an Aug. 30 banquet held at the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum. Several hundred
people, including the honorees,
their families, friends, co-workers
and AARP officials, attended the
event.
“We are honoring tribal leadSee elders honored
—Continued on Page 18

Photos by Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Above: Anita West (Center) poses
for a photo with AARP officials after
she was recognized as a 2010 AARP
Oklahoma Indian Elder Honoree
during an Aug. 30 banquet. West is
one of this year’s 50 elders selected
for the award.
Right: Former Osage Principal Chief
George Tall Chief walks back to his
seat after receiving a medallion during the 2010 Oklahoma Indian Elder
Honors Banquet on Aug. 30.
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Real Men
Wear Purple
October is
Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
Osage News
Men wearing purple shirts
were all smiles as they lined up
for a photo outside of the Osage
Counseling Center in downtown
Pawhuska Sept. 9. The photo was
made into a poster for Domestic
Violence Awareness Month.
The men had volunteered their
time to pose for the photo, purple
being the official color for DVAM.
See real Men
—Continued on Page 19

Photo by Shannon Shaw/Osage News

Real Men Wear Purple participants, from L to R: Cory Spotted Bear, Benny Polacca, Jasper Clark, Harold Hughs, Jeremy Spotted Bear
and Everett Waller pose in support for men against domestic violence.
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elders honored
ers, artists, ministers, educators,
care givers, traditional preservationists, mentors, patriarchs, and
matriarchs,” said Marjorie Lyons,
the volunteer president for AARP
Oklahoma. “They come from all
parts of the great state of Oklahoma and from every tribe… On
behalf of the more than 400,000
AARP members in Oklahoma, we
salute you and we look forward to
continue working with you.”
AARP is a national nonprofit
nonpartisan membership organization which is aimed at improving
the quality of life for people over
age 50. The state’s AARP office solicited nominations for this year’s
Indian Elder Honors and selected
the honorees for their outstanding
accomplishments and contributions to their communities and/ or
tribes.
The honorees, mostly dressed in
their tribal regalia, sat in a half
circle around the speaker podium
where AARP officials delivered
keynote addresses. Former TV
news personality Cherokee Ballard emceed the event. Ballard,
now a public information officer
for Oklahoma’s medical examiner’s
office, announced each honoree’s
name and shared their biographies
as each honoree received a medallion and posed for photos with the
AARP officials.
Lookout-West is a fingerweaving instructor at the Cultural Center in Pawhuska who was taught
the craft by her grandmother Julia Lookout when she was a child.
Her grandfather was former Osage
Chief Fred Lookout.
“Anita is one of the very few Osages left that still practices this vanishing art. She is very passionate
in trying to preserve finger weaving by teaching it to other Osages,
especially the younger generation,”
Ballard said of Lookout-West who
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also sits on the Osage Nation Historic Preservation Traditional Cultural Advisers Committee in which
she is responsible for advising the
Historic Preservation Office while
they are on archeological digs and
excursions.
Lookout-West is also a former
Osage Tribal Princess and is a
founding member of the Osage
Tribal Princess Sorority.
George Tall Chief served two
terms as Principal Chief after winning the 1982 and 1986 elections
and worked as an educator for 56
years in a career which included 11
high schools, one college and one
university.
“As superintendent of schools at
Lodge Pole School, Hayes, Mont.,
(Tall Chief) secured $5.5 million
to build schools on the Assiniboine Reservation,” Ballard said.
“In addition to teaching duties,
he coached football, baseball and
wrestling. He is a former scout for
the Baltimore Colts and was also
a liaison officer between a West
Coast university and the Dallas
Cowboys at their first training
camp.”
Tall Chief is from the Grayhorse
District and is the son of the late
Eves and Rose Tall Chief.
AARP Oklahoma is continuing its on-going project to engage
American Indians through targeted activities in 2010, according
to its Web site, which also reports
there are more than 420,000 Indians who live in Oklahoma.
For more information on AARP,
visit its Oklahoma office Web page
online at www.aarp.org/states/ok
or call its toll-free hotline at (866)
295-7277. The national AARP hotline is at (888) 687-2277.

is now online at
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OSAGE TRIBAL MUSEUM
World War I Exhibit

The Osage Tribal Museum is currently having a new exhibit created for Osage WWI Veterans. If
you have a WWI Veteran in your
family please go online or come
by the museum to verify that he
is on our list of Veterans. Then
you can contact the Osage Tribal
Museum to be sure we have a
photograph of your Veteran that
is acceptable to the family.
This
exhibit
will be permanent
and
needs to contain the best and highest quality photographs available. Please help us construct
this exhibit to honor our Osageswho served
the United States and the Osage Nation in
WWI.

OSAGE TRIBAL MUSEUM
819 Grandview Avenue • Pawhuska, OK 74056
Mailing: Box 779 • Pawhuska, OK 74056
“Oldest Tribally-Owned Museum in North America”
www.osagetribe.com/museum • rkohnle@osagetribe.org

918.287.5441
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real Men Wear PurPle
“I just want to thank all the participants who came by to support
this cause,” said LaVina Clark, domestic violence administrator for
the counseling center. “To know
that these men support Domestic Violence Awareness Month is
heartening.”
Each of the men received a ticket
for a door prize in which Everett
Waller, liaison to the Osage Minerals Council and cultural adviser
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in Chief John Red Eagle’s administration, won a $50 gift card. A longtime Hominy resident and Hominy
Buck fan, Waller even wore his
purple shoes.

DVAM events
The Osage Nation Counseling
Center is hosting events throughout the month, such as featured
speaker Judge W. Lee Stout from
Kay County who will be speaking

October 25th is the deadline for all
submissions for the November issue of the

at the Dave Landrum Community
Center in Pawhuska at 1 p.m. on
Oct. 7. He will be speaking on the
“Judges Perspective on Domestic
Violence.” After the event a Memorial Song will be sung and for the
victims who have lost their lives to
domestic violence – a balloon release.
Oct. 14 is Purple Shirt Day for
the Nation, the counseling center is
asking everyone to wear their best
purple shirt on that day and they
will be entered into a drawing. The
counseling center will also host
their annual Red Ribbon Powwow
on Oct. 23 at Wakon Iron Hall. The
event is free and lasts all day.
Counselors will also be giving
talks to parents at the Osage Nation Head Start Parent’s Club on
the effects domestic violence can
have on children of that age.

Got Milk? We Do!

WIC Clinic Schedules

If your child is under 5, if you are pregnant, breastfeeding
an infant, or just had a baby, you should come see us. Just
bring in proof of income and address, as well as identification on the child and/or mom.
We offer foods including cheese, eggs, cereal, juice, beans,
and peanut butter for children and moms. For infants, we
offer formula, infant cereals, and infant juices.

Pawhuska. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monday-Friday
(918) 287-1040
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Need a special formula?
No problem! Just call us to see if we offer the formula you
need. In most cases, we can help. We will require a doctor’s
request for most special formulas.

Need help nursing?
Breastfeeding can be tough, but with a little help you can
be a success.We offer lots of help and support with breastfeeding. We even have a hotline for breastfeeding questions
and concerns.
Come in and see one of our clerks: Abbey, Brandy, Shannon,
Donna, Dana, or Cheryl; our Office Manager, Debbie; or our
Director, Renee, at WIC and we’ll get you fixed up.
Our main office is located at 1301 Grandview in Pawhuska.
Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
or just give us a call at (800) 460-1006
to see how we can serve you!

Skiatook . . . . . . . . . Monday,Tuesday & Wednesday
(918) 396-7352
9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Fairfax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Every Thursday
(918) 642-3943
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Hominy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday & Thursday
(918) 885-4123
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Newkirk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st & 3rd Thursdays
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
McCord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2nd Wednesday
1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Tulsa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3rd Tuesday
4-6 p.m. School Year, 1-4 p.m. Summertime
Bartlesville . . 4th Thursday, 3rd Thursday on Holidays
3 p.m.-5:30 p.m.

‘Day of Unity’
According to the Domestic Violence Awareness Project Web site,
DVAM evolved from the “Day of
Unity” in October 1981, conceived
by the National Coalition Against
Domestic Violence. The intent was
to connect advocates across the
country who were working to end
violence against women and their
children. The Day of Unity soon became an entire week devoted to a
range of activities conducted at the
local, state, and national levels, according to the site.
Activities for the month vary
and are diverse. Common themes
done by program sponsors include:
mourning those who have died
because of domestic violence, celebrating those who have survived,
and connecting those who work to
end violence.
In October 1987, the first Domestic Violence Awareness Month was
observed. That same year marks
the initiation of the first national
domestic violence toll-free hotline.
In 1989 the U.S. Congress passed
Public Law 101-112 designating
October of that year as National
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. Such legislation has passed
every year since with NCADV providing key leadership in this effort,
according to the site. Each year,
the Day of Unity is celebrated the
first Monday of Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.
If you are in danger and need
help, call the National Domestic Violence Hotline at (800) 799-SAFE
(7233) or TTY (800) 787-3224.
For more information about
Osage Nation DVAM activities
from the ON Counseling Center,
call (918) 287-5425.
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ON Congress passes bill to replenish $500
health benefit card program next year
More than 8,000
Osages have
registered for the
health card to help
cover medical
expenses
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Second Osage Nation Congress approved a $4 million supplement for the health benefit card
fund Sept. 28 which will go toward
replenishing the $500 health debit
cards for the 2011 calendar year.
The $4 million supplement appropriation bill (ONCA 10-91)
passed with a 7-3 vote after it was
successfully advanced for a final
vote. The bill’s sponsor is Congresswoman Shannon Edwards.
According to the bill, 8,068 Osages enrolled in the health benefit
card program between February
and August of this year. If each
member of the Nation, currently
enrolled in the program, uses the
entire $500 by the end of the 2010
calendar year, the Nation will pay
out more than $4 million in claims.
“In order to ensure that there is
adequate funding for each member
to receive $500 and to make that
promise and to be able to keep it,
we need to replenish the fund for
next year,” Edwards said during
session. “In the next year beyond
that, we’ll be able to look and see
what kind of funding we have
there… and the possibility is that
you will not have to provide funding in year three because there will

be adequate funds in the fund to
carry forward.”
The $500 debit card covers payment for all items that the Internal
Revenue Service considers taxdeductible medical expenses. The
debit card covers most medical expenses except for abortions, which
the First ON Congress declined to
fund.
“This is a new program for the
people, this is a benefit for the
people, it’s unique, it’s one of the
only in the country,” said Edwards,
“And it’s the one thing that the Nation’s doing to benefit all Osages.
I would encourage that we fund
that for next year because in the

proximately $240,000 of that money. So there will still be over $2.5
million to begin the next year. We
have plenty of time to consider additional amounts if the spending
accelerates.”
Edwards sponsored the original legislation creating the $500
health benefit card which was
passed by Congress during the
2008 Tzi-Zho Session. The starting
appropriation passed by Congress
for the health card program was
$5.1 million.
Supernaw also brought up the
ongoing issue of putting the three
Osage Million Dollar Elm casino
properties into trust, which is an

The $500 debit card covers payments for
all items that the Internal Revenue Service
considers tax-deductible medical expenses.
absence of that, I don’t know if we
can guarantee that we will have
the health benefit starting in January.”
Congressman
William
“Kugee” Supernaw spoke against Edwards’s bill Tuesday
“I’m not against funding this
in the future and I’m not against
continuing it, but I think it’s bad
timing to put $4 million into this
now because… we have $3 million
left in the program and it’s being
expended at the rate of $15-to$20,000 a month,” Supernaw told
Congress. “So by the end of the
fiscal year, we will have spent ap-

effort underway because of the recent 10th Circuit Court case decision on the Osage Reservation’s
status. “We don’t know what we’re
going to be facing, we might need
the $4 million just to keep people
working.”
Edward defended the bill amount
before the Congress voted. “It takes
into account that additional people
could sign up during the year,” she
said, adding the timing of the bill
allows for the third-party administrator to prepare for the 2011 calendar year.
Voting for the health card appropriation bill was Edwards,

Congressmen Raymond Red Corn,
Geoffrey Standing Bear, Daniel
Boone, John Free, Congresswoman
Alice Goodfox and Speaker Jerri
Jean Branstetter. Absent for Tuesday’s votes were Congressmen
Archie Mason and Mark Simms.
Simms missed due to food poisoning and Mason missed due to a
family emergency.
Supernaw voted against the bill,
as did Congressmen Eddy Red Eagle and Anthony Shackelford.
ONCA 10-91 was sent to Principal Chief John Red Eagle’s office
for his review and any action to be
taken.

ON Health and Wellness
Advisory Board extended
one year
Also on Sept. 28, Congress voted
9-1 to pass a bill extending the life
of the Nation’s Health and Wellness Advisory Board.
ONCA 10-89, sponsored by Red
Corn, extends the life of the advisory board by one year. Voting
against this bill was Shackelford.
The board was created through a
2007 legislation bill to start developing the structure of the Nation’s
Health and Wellness Division. But
the bill (ONCA 07-59) states the
board will be “disestablished after
a period of three years from the
effective date.” Former Principal
Chief Jim Gray signed the bill on
Oct.3 of that year after the First
Osage Nation Congress passed the
bill with a 7-4 vote.
Health and Wellness Advisory
Board members are Ron Shaw,
M.D., Tim Tall Chief, Paul Stabler
and Cecelia Tallchief.
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ON Head Start students help
in the fight against cancer
Osage News
Osage Nation Head Start of Fairfax and Pawhuska joined in the Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association fundraising events to support the “Win-Win” campaign against cancer. The fundraising efforts
took place all over the state during the week of Sept. 13.
The children range in age from three to five-years-old but the staff
at the nation’s head start programs feel it is never too early to teach
children to be aware of the importance of helping others, according to a
prepared release.
The students at the Fairfax head start facility walked in the community, asking local businesses to donate money. The students at Pawhuska
visited several Osage tribal offices. The children collected nearly $500
and they donated it to the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital to help
in their efforts to combat cancer, according to the release.

Courtesy Photo/Patricia Carter

Carter pictured here with her grandfather, the late Dan Yarbrough, and her grandmother Pat Yarbrough.

Osage screenwriter
participates in Disney/
ABC Group Native
Impact Workshop

Patricia Carter resides in Los Angeles where she
has written several projects for Disney/ABC
Osage News

ON Head Start Campaign against Cancer2: (L to R) Austin Dilbeck, Chase Bowman,
Trey Wiggians, Jaydin Shaw

October 25th is the deadline for all
submissions for the November issue of the

Patricia Carter, an Osage screenwriter, was recently selected to participate in the 2010 Disney/ABC Group Native Impact Workshop.
The prestigious program, held at the Walt Disney Studios and The
Autry Museum of Western Heritage, brought together some of the entertainment industry’s top emerging American Indian talents.
Disney assembled a large group of veteran writers, casting directors,
producers, and studio executives to share their knowledge of the business with up-and-comers like Carter, according to a release. Panelists
included Travis Wright (Cherokee), co-writer of Eagle Eye; Jason Gavin
(Blackfeet), staff writer on Friday Night Lights, Royal Pains, and Greek;
and Tricia Wood (Cherokee/Seneca-Cayuga), casting director of the wildly popular series Twilight.
The Native Impact workshop aims to help all participants become
more competitive in today’s TV and film marketplace, according to the
release.
See osage sCreenWriter
—Continued on Page 27
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Coming next month in the Osage News

Oil companies abusing Osage lands?
Osage News
In late 2008 the Supernaw’s came
home to find a white jeep parked on
their property with a man taking
down notes. Jane Supernaw asked
the man what he was doing there
and he said he was there to survey
their land to drill six oil wells.
“I was shocked because I hadn’t
heard anything about it,” she said.
The man gave her the number
of the oil company he worked for,
but before she was going to call the
company’s president, she wanted
to speak with the Osage Minerals
Council. She called John Henry
Mashunkashey who was the chairman at the time.
“I asked [Mashunkashey], ‘did
you know they were going to drill
six wells on us?’” He said he knew
and she wanted to know when the
OMC was going to let her and her
husband Charles know. In a conversational tone she said, Mashunkashey told her the OMC was
going to let the surveyors tell the
Photo by Shannon Shaw/Osage News
Supernaws.
Jane Supernaw points out oil pockets in a pool that was left by Managed Petroleum Group, Inc. after they dug six wells on their land
In the Osage News November is- and left without covering the pool and restoring the land.
sue the staff will take a closer look
at the responsibilities of the Osage
Minerals Council and the Bureau
of Indian Affairs when it comes to
land management and the alleged
abuse of Osage lands by oil companies. Charles and Jane Supernaw
share their story of how an oil company, approved by the OMC and
the BIA, came onto their land unannounced and drilled seven wells,
built roads, and left – leaving a
Photo by Shannon Shaw/Osage News
mess for the Supernaws to clean up
themselves. The Supernaws com- Pools left behind by MGP have oil pockets in
plained to the OMC and the BIA them and the Supernaws have been finding
animal prints in the pools where the animals
for more than a year before anyone
are coming to drink. The Supernaws have
listened to them.
been finding dead, bloated squirrels around
Read the story on osagenews.org their home - a pool like this one sits only 50
and in next month’s issue.
feet from their home.
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Photo by Shannon Shaw/Osage News

A sign left behind by Managed Petroleum Group,
Inc. All six wells still have MGP signs left behind as
well as various drilling equipment used in 2008.

Photo by Shannon Shaw/Osage News

Jane Supernaw walks along one of the many roads
built on their property and left behind by Managed Petroleum Group, Inc. MPG told the Supernaw’s that they couldn’t come back and get their
equipment because the roads were too “wet” for
their large vehicles.

Photo by Shannon Shaw/Osage News

Oil drilling equipment such as this was left on the
Supernaws land by MGP in 2008 and is still there.
This particular device is more than 8 feet tall.
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News in Brief
Osage Nation
Education Department
provides Sylvan
Tutoring Assistance
Fall has begun and students
have gone back to school. The
Osage Nation Education Department provides payment for tutoring at Sylvan Learning Institutes
across the nation for Osage students. This service is for Osage
students who are at risk for academic failure in required subjects.
Students are eligible for a total of
$2,500 for an academic year. This
amount is used for monthly payments of tutoring sessions. Parents
can work with Sylvan Institutes to
schedule an appropriate tutoring
plan for the individual student.
Applications are available at www.
osagetribe.com/education or can be
mailed by request by calling Cherise Lookout @ 918-287-5544. If you
have any questions or would like
more information please feel free

to call the education department.
We look forward to assisting your
child.

Osage Nation tutoring
program offered
The Osage Nation Tutor Program is a tribally funded program
designed to provide individual academic assistance for Osage students that attend public schools
within the Osage Nation Reservation/County. It is a supplemental
program intended to aid in meeting the educational needs of more
of our Osage students attending
school within Osage county. The
Osage Nation Education Department recruits qualified certified
teachers to provide one to one tutoring services to all eligible students.
Parents, students, and teachers
can access the application on the
education department’s website
at www.osagetribe.org/education
or by contacting the education department, call 918-287-5544 to request an application be mailed.

Terry Mason Moore resigns post
as Osage Gaming Commissioner
Moore signs-on as
general counsel for Red
Eagle administration
Osage News
Osage attorney Terry Mason
Moore signed on as general counsel
for Chief John Red Eagle Sept. 22.
Moore was previously serving
as the Nation’s Gaming Commissioner.
“At this time I am interviewing qualified Osage candidates for
Gaming Commissioner,” Red Eagle wrote in an Executive Branch
memorandum dated Sept. 27. “I
will be making an appointment as
soon as the process is completed.”
The memorandum states that
full signature authority in the
Nation’s gaming commission will
be left to Osage employees Lacie
Wynn or Jennifer Brumley if Wynn
is absent.

Terry Mason Moore

Moore, who was on the 31st
Osage Tribal Council, has served as
legal counsel for the Osage Gaming
Enterprise Board in the past and
succeeded Richard Chissoe as the
Nation’s Gaming Commissioner.

Osage selected to fill Hominy
School Board seat No. 4
Osage News
Joe Goodfox, a local Osage from Hominy, was selected to fill Hominy
School Board seat No. 4.
The appointment was approved at a Hominy school board meeting on
Sept. 7 for Goodfox to serve as a representative on the Hominy Board of
Education. The motion passed unanimously, according to a release.
Goodfox is a 1990 Hominy High School graduate. He spent eight years
in the Washington D.C. area where he became an HVAC journeyman,
someone who specializes in Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning.
Joe was raised in a family where the importance of education was always
discussed, according to the release. His late father, Amos Goodfox, was
a lifelong teacher and coach and worked for 11 years at the U.S. Department of Education in Washington D.C.
Joe resides in Hominy with his wife of 13 years, Osage Congresswoman Alice Goodfox and their five year old son Joseph Goodfox Jr., who
attends Kindergarten at Hominy. Joe will officially run for seat No. 4 in
February 2011 and if elected he will hold that position until 2014.

Courtesy Photo/Alice Goodfox

Local Osage, Joe Goodfox Sr., takes his oath of office as an appointment to fill seat No.
4 on the Hominy Board of Education Sept. 7.
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Community Announcements
Johnson graduates with
master’s in Public Health

Wheeler obtains degree from
Rogers State University
Congratulations to Charles Wheeler for obtaining
his Associates Degree from Rogers State University
in July. Mr. Wheeler took online classes and is continuing his education to obtain his Bachelors Degree.
Charles is a veteran of the Air Force, works as a civil-

osage sCreenWriter

—Continued from Page 21

Patricia Carter is the great-granddaughter of
original allottee Kathryn L. Revard, and granddaughter of the late Dan Waggoner Yarbrough
and Pat Yarbrough (Sac and Fox/Potawatomi).
Carter has a bachelor’s in Literature from Duke
University and an master’s in Film from Columbia University, where she was awarded faculty
honors and the Zaki Gordon Award for Excellence
in Screenwriting. She was also a recipient of the
American Indian Graduate Center Fellowship,
and multiple Osage scholarships, which she considers integral to her education.
She resides in Los Angeles where she has written several projects for Disney/ABC. She is an
active member of the American Indian Writers
Committee of the WGA, and is currently developing several television and film properties with Native themes.

trust Case

—Continued from Page 2

time she argued 25 cases before
the U.S. Supreme Court and she
briefed more than 50 cases.

Three casinos still
in jeopardy

Kristi Johnson graduated this May with her master’s
in Public Health from Texas A&M Health Science Center, School of Rural Public Health with an emphasis in
Community Public Health and Management.
Kristi started the DDS program July 5 at the University of Texas, Health Science Center Dental School
at San Antonio.
Kristi is the daughter of Bruce and Roberta Johnson of Eagle Lake. Grandparents are Albert and Hazel
Tomchesson and Bruce and Franc Ann Herard Johnson of Eagle Lake. Osage relatives include her greatgrandmother the late Rosetta Tinker Bowman of Ponca
City; her great-great-great uncle, the late Chief Sylvester Tinker and her great-uncle, David R. Herard of
Bartlesville.

Kristi Johnson

ian employee of the Air Force Base in Tulsa and
a member of the Air National Guard in Tulsa. He
and his wife Misty, and daughter Charley Ladale,
make their home in Claremore. Charles is the son
of Jewell Purcell and the late Lawrence Wheeler.

Evans named to Dean’s List
Haley H. Evans has been named to the Dean’s
List at Spartan College of Aeronautics and Technology in Tulsa. Haley is the daughter of Jean Evans, and grandparents are Houston and Jeanne
Evans of south Texas. Her maternal grandfather
was Charles Carpenter.
Haley is currently enrolled in the Aviation Maintenance program. Upon completion of this session,
she will start ground school in the pilot portion of
the flight program along with classes for her associates. Her goal is to become a professional pilot
and fly helicopters for Care Flight.
We would like to thank the Osage Nation Education Department for their assistance through the
scholarship program, especially Jennifer Holding,
Louise Cheshewalla, and Robert Hyatt. The support has enabled Haley to continue her education
and to fulfill her lifelong dream.
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The three casinos in question
are located in Skiatook, Ponca
City and north Tulsa. The state
of Oklahoma could shut down
all three casinos because they
are not on federal trust land,
which is required by the National Indian Gaming Commission.
However, all three of the tribe’s
land-into-trust
applications
have been filed with the DOI
and the state has not shown any
interest that they will shut down
the Nation’s casinos.
The tribe found itself in this
situation when their nine-yearold case against the Oklahoma
state Tax Commission, in which
the tribe alleges the state of
Oklahoma does not have the
right to tax Osage tribal members who work and live on the
Osage reservation, didn’t go in
their favor.
The tribe was denied a rehearing May 25 by the U.S. 10th Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver,
forcing the tribe to either live
with the decision or file an appeal to the Supreme Court. The
tribe was granted an extension
to Oct. 22 by Supreme Court Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor
July 14, since the tribe was going through runoff elections and
new leadership would be deciding the tribe’s next move. The
original deadline was Aug. 23.
The land-into-trust process
is a difficult one and could take
anywhere from six months to
three years.
“While the Interior Department employees must follow
appropriate federal laws and
regulations, they continue to be
very diligent and helpful in this
process,” Red Eagle said.
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Save the Date! Local Events Calendar
OCTOBER
October 5
Congressional Committee on
Health and Social Services
Meeting
Osage Nation Chambers
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Contact (918) 287-5448
October 7
“Honoring Our Domestic Violence
Victims and Survivor’s”
Landrum’s Community Center,
Pawhuska, OK, 1 p.m.
Contact (918) 287-5425
October 10
Osage Day Celebration Powwow
Dance contest in Women’s Cloth,
Men’s Straight, Junior Girls
Cloth,
and Junior Boys Straight
Wakon Iron Hall, Pawhuska, OK
Starts at 2 p.m.
Contact (800) 490-8771 or (918)
287-5545
October 11
Osage Day
Observed Holiday; Offices Closed
October 11
Osage Nation Senior Service
Program (Title VI)
Offices Closed
October 15
Osage Minerals Council meeting
OMC Chambers, 10 a.m.
Contact Miya McKim at
(918) 287-5433
October 19-21
National Intertribal Tax Alliance
12th Annual Tax Conference
Conference registration deadline
is August 31 in Scottsdale, AZ
Contact Kimberly Soliano, Osage
Nation Tax Commission at
(918) 287-5394
October 20
4th Annual Osage Nation Health
Summit
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center,
Pawhuska, OK
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Contact Jami Jones (918)
287-5485 or jljones@osagetribe.org

October 20
Osage Minerals Council meeting
OMC Chambers, 10 a.m.
Contact Miya McKim at
(918) 287-5433
October 21-22
OKPCA’s Annual Conference
The Oklahoma Primary Care
Association will be hosting their
annual conference
Norman, OK
Contact www.okpca.org
October 22
Osage Nation Prevention Program
3rd Annual Youth Encampment
Osage County Fairgrounds,
Agricultural Building
6 p.m. to 12 a.m.
Contact (918) 287-5519
October 23
Red Ribbon Powwow
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center,
Pawhuska, OK
1 p.m. to 12 a.m.
Contact Lavina Clark
(918) 287-5425
October 23
2nd Annual Cultural Walk
Registration will be open August
15 thru September 15
Mullendore Cross Bell Ranch
Contact Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural
Center (918) 287-5538
October 27
Breast Cancer Awareness
Luncheon
Pawhuska Community Center
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Contact Jami Jones (918)
287-5485 or jljones@osagetribe.org
October 29
Osage Nation Senior Service
Program (Title VI)
Halloween Party
350 Senior Drive, Pawhuska, OK
11:30 p.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Contact (918) 287-5452
October 31
Halloween Handgame
There will be a costume contests
for all ages. Supper will be served.
Wakon Iron Hall, Pawhuska, OK
Starts at 2 p.m.

Contact Asa Cunningham
(918) 691-2245

NOVEMBER
November 2-5
Native Learning Center
Fall Symposium
Symposium is free for Natives.
Gaylord Palms, Kissimmee, FL
Contact nativelearningcenter.com
November 2
Congressional Committee on
Health and Social Services
Meeting
Congressional Office
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Contact (918) 287-5448
November 5
Osage Nation Senior Service
Program (Title VI)
Thanksgiving Dinner
350 Senior Drive, Pawhuska, OK
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Contact (918) 287-5452
November 11
Veterans Day
Observed Holiday; Offices Closed
November 12
Osage Minerals Council meeting
OMC Chambers, 10 a.m.
Contact Miya McKim at
(918) 287-5433
November 17
Osage Minerals Council meeting
OMC Chambers, 10 a.m.
Contact Miya McKim at
(918) 287-5433

November 18
3rd Annual Oklahoma Indian
Child Welfare Conference Art
Competition
Call for Artists. Submission
deadline is September 15
Hilton Tulsa Southern Hills,
Tulsa, OK
Contact Carmin TecumsehWilliams (918) 316-7423 or
carmine-tecumseh@cherokee.org
also at www.oicwa.org
November 25
Thanksgiving Holiday
Observed Holiday-Offices Closed
November 26
Osage Heritage Day
Observed Holiday; Offices Closed

DECEMBER
December 7
Congressional Committee on
Health and Social Services
Meeting
Osage Nation Chambers
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Contact (918) 287-5448
December 10
Osage Minerals Council meeting
OMC Chambers, 10 a.m.
Contact Miya McKim at
(918) 287-5433
December 15
Osage Minerals Council meeting
OMC Chambers, 10 a.m.
Contact Miya McKim at
(918) 287-5433
December 23-24
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Observed Holiday; Offices Closed

October 25th is the deadline for all
submissions for the November issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!
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Births and Celebrations
Happy birthday!
Madelene Sage West is celebrating her fourth birthday this year.
She is the daughter of Nate West
and Melissa Murphy, also the
younger sister to Marie West. Her
Paternal Grandparents are Dan G.
West and Jo E. Taylor. Maternal
Grandparents are Jeff Murphy and
Valerie Hammond.
Happy 4th Birthday to you Madelene! We love you very much!
Have a great birthday baby! Love
Dad and Sister Marie.

Happy birthday!
Friends and family would like
to send birthday wishes to Joe and

Billy Keene who will be celebrating
their birthday on Oct. 4.

would like to wish him a Happy
Birthday! We love you Daron!

Happy birthday!

Birthday wishes!

Dylan Cash Reed turned oneyear-old on July 27. His parents
are Shad and Benita Reed. He is
the great-grandson of Mary Patterson and Francis Carman and
the grandson of Joanne and Larry
Carman, Perry and Danna Collins,
Marvin and Lillian Reed. Happy
1st birthday Dylan! We love you!

Happy birthday!
Daron Shawn Highwalker Jr.
celebrated his fourth birthday on
Sept. 5. His parents and family

A belated birthday wish goes out
to Mary DeRoin who celebrated a
birthday on Sept. 24.
Friends and family would like to
extend some birthday wishes out to
the following people for celebrating
their birthday in the month of October. Dave Hinman, Oct. 1, Brynn
Adelyn Weathers, Oct. 5, and Sara
Taylor Krebbs, Oct. 23. Happy
Birthday to you from friends and
family.

Happy birthday!
A very special Happy Birthday
goes out to Franklin Alfred McKinley who celebrates on Oct. 7. We
love you dad and thank God for all
the miracles he has performed this
year on your behalf! Life would not
be the same without you. We hope
you have the best birthday ever.
Also, a very Happy Birthday goes
out to Eric Hail who celebrates on
Oct. 3 and Sharon McKinley Long
who will celebrate on Oct. 14. We
love you both very much.
Jacy Gray

Happy birthday!
Friends and family would like
to send birthday wishes to Joe and
Billy Keene who will be celebrating
their birthday on Oct. 4.

Happy birthday!
Dylan Cash Reed

Jacy Gray turned 10-years-old
on Sept. 13. Happy Birthday Jacy!
Love Mom and Braden.

Letters to the
Editor Submissions

If you’d like to submit a
letter to the editor, mail it to
the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 627 Grandview,
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email
sshaw@osagenews.org, or fax
to (918) 287-5563.
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Obituaries
Kenneth Edward Bailey

Kenneth Edward Bailey, 54, passed from his life on Sept. 9, in Tulsa,
OK. He was born on Sept. 3, 1956 in Wichita, KS to James Raymond and
Mary Lou (Kitchel) Bailey. He was a retail sales manager.
He is survived by children: Dustin Bailey and Jeffrey Bailey, both of
Tulsa; Megan Smalley of Virginia; granddaughter Harper Bailey; sisters
Jackie Atwell of Wagoner, OK; Jamie Feamster of Tulsa; brothers Bill
Bailey and James Bailey, both of Lake Charles, La.
A memorial service was held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 18, at Stanley’s Memorial Chapel at 3959 E. 31st, Tulsa, OK.
Jamie Feamster would like to say a very special thanks to Aunt and
Uncle Bonnie and Max Blankenship of Hominy, OK, and Louella Hopkins of Pawhuska, OK.

Mikel Travis Vance
Mikel Travis Vance, 48, entered eternal life on Monday, Aug. 16, at
Mountain View Regional Medical Center. Mikel was born on June 18,
1962 in Truth or Consequences, N.M., to Bobby J. and Charlene Newella Allen. He was a member of the NRA, Hot Springs Archers, Mangus
Bowman, and was an avid hunter, as well as a member of the Roman
Catholic Church.
Those left to mourn his passing include his wife, Deborah Vance of T
or C, his father Bobby Allen and wife Maggie I. Allen, also of T or C, his
adopted father, Jon Vance of Ruidoso, N.M.; one son Mikel Tommy Ward
and wife Jelvin of Alamogordo, N.M., daughter Tyanna Dezire Sullivan
See oBituaries
—Continued on Page 31

Joan Delphine Barrone

Joan Delphine Barrone, longtime resident of
Fairfax, passed away Monday, August 30, 2010
at the Stillwater Medical Center. She was 76.
Joan was born March 31, 1934 West of Fairfax, the daughter of Adolphus Graves and
Josephine (Henderson) Graves. She was the
granddaughter of Simon and Mary Henderson and Frank and Bertha (Long) Graves. She
was a 1952 graduate of Fairfax High School.
She then attended Vo-Tech and in 1981 completed the nursing program at Northern Okla- Joan Delphine Barrone
homa College in Tonkawa. She was married to
Charles Gilbert Barrone on December 22, 1954 in Stillwater, Oklahoma.
Joan had been employed most recently with the Fairfax Senior Citizens Nutrition Program. She took great pride in her Native American
heritage and was a past-president of the Pah-Sue-Lee Club. She was a
member of the First Osage Baptist Church. Her enjoyments included
reading her Bible and Christian books, traveling, especially to Colorado,
all Native American gatherings, cooking and spending time with her
family.
She is survived by two daughters, Donna M. Barrone of Fairfax and
Brenda Hardin of Oklahoma City; one sister, Judy Tiger of Fairfax; three
grandchildren, Charles Taos Barrone, Steven Charles Hardin and Michael James Hardin; several great grandchildren and extended family.
She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband; one son, Charles
Anthony Barrone; one infant daughter, Sharon Kay Barrone; one brother, Howard Sonny Graves and two sisters, Anita Whitlatch and Colleen
Graves.
A prayer service will be held at 7 p.m. Wednesday, September 1, 2010
at the Hunsaker-Wooten Funeral Home. Funeral services will be held at
10 a.m. Thursday, September 2, 2010 at the First Osage Baptist Church
in Fairfax. Burial will be in the Fairfax Cemetery under the direction of
the Hunsaker-Wooten Funeral Home.
Casket bearers will be Steven Hardin, Michael Hardin, Joseph Goodeagle, Zachary Paul Martinez, Elijah Jim Martinez, Paxton Charles
Evans and Charles Taos Barrone.
Mrs. Barrone’s online guestbook may be signed at www.hunsakerwootenfuneralhome.com

OSAGE
TRIBAL MUSEUM
819 Grandview Avenue
Pawhuska, OK 74056
“Oldest Tribally-Owned Museum
in North America”
www.osagetribe.com/museum

918.287.5441

“The Osage Ten”
Between now and 2010, a major project, entitled “The Osage Ten,”
will allow us wonderful additions to our ever-growing museum
You may recall that we have a bust of Albert Penn, located in the east
wing, which was donated by the Smithsonian, back in 2005, and ShunKamolah was just unveiled at the museum’s 70th anniversary on May
2, 2008. We are asking for your help in having all ten busts completed.
The people who had casts made for them are: Albert Penn, Shun-Kahmolah, Fred Lookout, Charley Wachrici, Henry Pratt, William Fletcher,
Wah-Hrah-Lum-Pah (Margaret Dodd), Charles McDougan, Che-Sho-Wa-KePah (Fidelis Cole) and Ah-Hu-Shin-Kah (Little Wing).
A plaque will be placed under each bust for those who have donated.

Send your donations to:

Osage Tribal Museum
PO Box 779
Pawhuska, OK 74056
If you are sending a check or money order, please make it out to the
“Smithsonian Institution” (not “Osage Tribal Museum”) and please put
“The Osage Ten” in the memo section. Thank you!
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Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process
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Without Reservations

• Submit an application within 30 days of time
of death
• Provide CDIB or Membership Card that
verifies Osage Indian Blood for deceased
individual
• Provide a copy of a death certificate for the
deceased individual
• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral Home
statement of the deceased individual
The application is complete when all pertinent documentation is received by this office; once the application is complete a letter of approved funds and check will be mailed to
the funeral home. Notice will also be sent to the applicant
informing them of the amount being paid to the funeral
home.
• Allow 10-14 working days for completed application to
be processed and a check issued.
• Reimbursements checks will only be issued to funeral
home and designated grocer only; individual expenses
will not be reimbursed.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the
Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056
Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221
Email: jjones@osagetribe.org

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté
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and husband Ryan of T or C; sisters, Heidi Vance (Paul) of Las Cruces,
N.M., and Wendy Barnes of T or C; his uncle Mike Reid and wife Virginia of Elk City, Okla.; as well as numerous cousins and other extended
family members. Other survivors include five grandchildren: Destiney
Ward, Mia Ward, Alexis Sullivan, Sean Ward, and Sydney Sullivan. He
is preceded in death by his mother Charlene Vance-Burton, his brother
Joe Vance, his paternal grandparents Ruth and James Allen and maternal grandparents Woodrow Newalla and Billie Reid and maternal
grandfather Don Reid.
A Prayer Vigil was held Aug. 19 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church in T or C. His Funeral Mass was held Aug. 20 in the same
church, with Reverend Tony Basso officiating. Inurnment of remains will
take place at a later date.
Entrusted to the care of Baca’s Funeral Chapel and Sunset Crematory,
300 E. Boutz Road, Las Cruces, N.M. Exclusive providers for “Veterans
and Family Memorial Care.” To send condolences online log onto www.
bacasfuneralchapelslascruces.com.

