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Standing Bear: ‘The Osage Reservation remains intact’
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Reserva-
tion was never disestablished. 
That is the position of Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear.

“The Osage Reservation re-
mains intact,” Standing Bear 
said in a statement. “The Mc-
Girt case logic plainly applies 
to all tribal reservations. We 
look forward to the undoing of 
the Osage Nation vs. Irby case 
from 2010 that directly contra-
dicts the Supreme Court’s Mc-
Girt decision.” 

In the case Osage Nation 
v. Irby, the Nation sought a 
declaratory judgment in Dis-
trict Court that the borders of 
Osage County were contiguous 
with the borders of the Osage 
reservation and were never 
disestablished. A federal judge 
ruled against the Nation’s 
claim in 2009 and the 10th 
Circuit Court of Appeals up-
held the ruling. The U.S. Su-
preme Court declined to hear 
the Nation’s case in 2011. The 
Nation has been silent about 
its reservation status ever 
since, that is until the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruled in favor of 
Jimcy McGirt. 

On July 
9, 2020, the 
U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled 
in favor of 
Jimcy McGirt 
in McGirt v. 
O k l a h o m a . 
The land-
mark ruling 
stated the 
M u s c o g e e 
(Creek) Na-
tion remains 
intact and 
the U.S. 
C o n g r e s s 
never dis-
established 
the reserva-
tion. Since 
the ruling, many past con-
victions of tribal citizens by 
the State of Oklahoma on the 
Muscogee (Creek) reserva-
tion have been challenged and 
some overturned. 

However, in the case of Lou-
is R. Young v. State of Oklaho-
ma, Young is arguing that the 
Osage County District Court 
did not have jurisdiction to 
convict him because he is a 
member of a federally recog-
nized tribe and that his crime 
was committed on Osage Na-
tion reservation lands. 

On June 1, ON Attorney 

General Clint Patterson filed 
an amicus curiae briefto the 
State of Oklahoma Court of 
Criminal Appeals in Young’s 
case. The brief states: “The 
Osage Nation has a funda-
mental interest in this case 
because its reservation bound-
aries affect its self-governance, 
its jurisdiction over crimes 
committed by Indian offend-
ers, and its ability to ensure 
the safety and wellbeing of its 
citizens. Osage Nation and its 
citizens have occupied this Res-
ervation – which the Nation 
acquired with its own funds – 

for the past 
150 years 
… There is 
no statute 
whereby Con-
gress dises-
tablished the 
Osage Nation 
Reservation 
that it creat-
ed in 1872.”

In 2007, 
Young was 
convicted of 
first-degree 
murder by 
the Osage 
County Dis-
trict Court 
and sen-
tenced to life 

in prison without the possi-
bility of parole by Judge John 
Kane for the shooting and kill-
ing of Jerry Wayne Doyle. On 
Sept. 15, 2020, Young filed a 
post-conviction appeal to the 
district court that said it lacked 
jurisdiction to convict him. His 
appeal was denied without a 
hearing. He appealed to the 
State of Oklahoma Criminal 
Court of Appeals.

On Jan. 27, Appeals Judge 
Dana Kuehn issued a remand 
order for an evidentiary hear-
ing to the Osage County Dis-
trict Court and put the burden 

on the state to prove wheth-
er Young is an enrolled trib-
al member of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation and wheth-
er his crime happened in  
Indian country.

In her remand order, she 
instructed the district court 
to follow the analysis set out 
in McGirt v. Oklahoma. “In 
making this determination the 
District Court should consider 
any evidence the parties pro-
vide, including but not limit-
ed to treaties, statutes, maps, 
and/or testimony,” she wrote. 

On April 8, Judge Tate 
found that Young was indeed 
a tribal member of 1/8th blood 
quantum of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation but that ac-
cording to the case Osage Na-
tion v. Irby and the 2009 ruling 
by the 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals, the Osage Nation  
was disestablished. 

In the Nation’s amicus brief, 
Patterson states: “Without 
the evidence and legal frame-
work, on April 8, 2021 the trial 
court filed its Findings of Fact 
and Conclusions of Law. With 
the lack of evidence and legal 
framework, the trial court did 
not conduct the McGirt anal-
ysis as directed, but rather 
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The Osage Nation has reasserted its claim to its reservation status in the 
case Louis R. Young v. State of Oklahoma.

Osage News 2019 File Photo

The Osage Nation has paid off its $67 million loan to purchase the 43,000-
acre Osage Nation Ranch. The ranch is often used by Osage educators for 
their curriculums in teaching Osage history, culture and STEAM activities.

Osage Nation pays off 
$67M Ranch loan in 
less than five years 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

On Day One of the Ninth 
Osage Nation Congressional 
Special Session, Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
announced the Nation’s gov-
ernment is debt-free after its 
most recent loans were deemed 
paid-off or forgiven.

The Executive Branch re-
ceived updates noting the $67 
million loan sought to pur-
chase the Osage Nation Ranch 
is now repaid in full thanks to 
Osage Casinos revenue and the 
$5.1 million federal Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) loan 
sought last year by Standing 
Bear’s administration in wake 
of the COVID-19 pandemic is 
considered fully forgiven due 
to meeting all loan terms. 

In his July 8 executive mes-

sage regarding the ranch pur-
chase loan, Standing Bear told 
the Seventh ON Congress: 
“Land acquisition has been a 
priority of my administration 
and for the Congress. We em-
barked on an aggressive land 
repurchase of our former res-
ervation and to convert them 
into our trust properties and 
to regain jurisdiction. The 
largest, of course, is Bluestem 
Ranch as it was named and 
now we call it Osage Nation 
Ranch – That is 43,000 acres.”

Standing Bear read a por-
tion of a Bank of Oklahoma 
letter on the ranch loan, which 
was sent to the ON Gaming 
Enterprise dba Osage Casinos 
on July 7: “Additionally, we 
wanted to acknowledge and 
applaud your efforts in repay-

Osage Nation and Tallchief family to create 
‘community space’ out of historic mansion
Osage News

After sitting vacant for three 
decades, the historic Tallch-
ief mansion will be made into 
a community space for the 
Osage community to enjoy. 

In an Osage Nation press 
release issued Tuesday, the 
Tallchief family and the Na-
tion will work together on the 
project.

“Our family is thrilled to 
be donating the Tallchief 
Mansion to the Osage Nation 
and we look forward to work-
ing with the Nation to create 
a community space for the 
Osage,” said Elise Paschen, 
daughter of Maria Tallchief. 

The two-story Tallchief 
mansion, located on top of a 
hill on the west side of Fairfax, 

was the childhood home of fa-
mous Osage ballerinas Maria 
and Marjorie Tallchief. The 
mansion, built using terracot-
ta bricks in the 1920s, report-

edly had 10 rooms, including a 
ballet studio. Due to a previous 
donation by Marjorie, the Na-

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The Tallchief mansion will be renovated and made into a community 
space, at the design of the Osage Nation and the Tallchief family.

Pawhuska Village breaks ground,
celebrates start of new chapel project
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With a construction fund-
ing appropriation bill now 
approved, Pawhuska Village 
residents and Osage Nation 
officials broke ground on a 
new chapel project west of 
the current Wakon Iron com-
munity building.

Amid an afternoon rain 
and the summer humid tem-
peratures, Osage officials and 
village residents gathered 
under a special event tent on 

Photo by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Nation elected officials and representatives from the profes-
sional companies working on the project gathered to shovel dirt 
as part of the commemoration for the new Wakon Iron Chapel on  
June 30.

See chaPel
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Pawhuska District Committee Cooks, from left: Jennifer Tiger, Jodie Revard, Malissa Nuspl, Addie Hudgins, 
Dana Daylight, Head Cook Robin West, Lisa Mashunkashey, Jackie McCann and LeeAnn Ammons. Not pictured 
is Jeanna Red Eagle White, Marjorie Williams and Jessie Wilson. 

Committee Cooks
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The unsung heroes of In-
lonshka may very well be the 
committee cooks. Not many 
know the work that goes into 
feeding an entire district for 
all three Inlonshka dances and 
doing so in record heat.

The Drumkeeper and his 
family select one very spe-
cial Osage woman to be their 
head cook, and that woman 
then goes on to lead the rest of 
the selected committee cooks. 
These cooks are not the hired 
help, they are not “paid” for 
what they do, they have been 
selected for their knowledge of 
Osage traditions, culture, and 
their skills at preparing tradi-
tional Osage dishes. They are 
women who come from highly 
respected families, almost al-
ways the oldest daughter of 

the family and they do it for 
the honor. 

Osages from all parts of the 
country make the pilgrimage 
every year to dance at Inlon-
shka, but ask any of them and 
most will say they can’t wait 
for the food. 

The Committee Dinner is 
arguably one of the most im-
portant meals these committee 
cooks will prepare. It is when 
the visiting district commit-
tees are invited for a meal and 
all three districts sit down to-
gether. It is a privilege to be 
invited since only members of 
that district’s committee can 
attend. They get to enjoy the 
finest dishes and cooking that 
can be offered. 

On the day of a committee 
dinner, the cooks, their fam-
ilies, which include sisters, 
nieces, mothers, cousins, all 
gather at dawn to begin pre-
paring the meal that will feed 

over 300 people. It’s a special 
time as young girls learn how 
to set tables and help the wom-
en in their family with cook-
ing. At the same time, they 
are learning how to cook them-
selves and carry on the tradi-
tion. Watching these women 
work is a sight to behold. The 
men of the district help to cook 
the barbecue that will go on 
the plates and the men also 
run the fire, which is one of the 
most important elements of 
their cooking. 

They all work together to 
make the meal happen, and 
then after the meal is finished 
and everyone has left, they 
finally sit down to eat. Tired, 
exhausted, and happy for the 
fine meal everyone loved. 

Enjoy these photos. It’s an 
inside look at what it’s like on 
the day of Committee Dinner 
for the Pawhuska Inlonshka.

The tables are set in preparation of the Committee Dinner. This task is 
usually reserved for the young women of the district.

Pawhuska Drumkeeper Cole Burris 
and Head Cook Robin West. 

Pork steam fry cooks on the fire.

Committee Cooks serve their dishes as helpers place them on the set ta-
bles for the Committee Dinner. 

Committee Cook Addie Hudgins 
gives a big smile as she prepares 
to serve her dish for the Pawhus-
ka District Committee Dinner.

Blake Cunningham (right) and 
her niece Wa.Sta.Tse help their 
aunt, Committee Cook Jackie 
McCann (orange shirt), prepare 
frybread. 

Committee Cook Malissa Nuspl checks 
on her dish for the Pawhuska Committee 
Dinner on June 26, 2021. 

Committee Cook Jeanna White plates dishes 
for helpers to set on the table for the Commit-
tee Dinner.

Men of the district cook barbecue for the Com-
mittee Dinner. The barbecue is placed on every 
plate for the meal.

Dava Daylight, the daughter of Com-
mittee Cook Dana Daylight, instructs 
helpers on what to serve when the time 
is ready.

Firemen Mike Hyatt and Bates Shaw car-
ry in a hot kettle from the fire into Wakon 
Iron so the Committee Cook that prepared 
it can serve it for the dinner. 

LEFT: Committee Cook Marjorie 
Williams (left) and Osage Nation 
Princess Gianna Sieke, debone 
chicken for the Pawhuska Commit-
tee Dinner on June 26, 2021.

BELOW LEFT: Barbecue cooks over 
a fire for the Committee Dinner.

RIGHT: Michele Spotted Bear Hyatt 
helps cook for the Pawhuska Com-
mittee Dinner on June 26, 2021.

BELOW RIGHT: Frybread rises.

BELOW CENTER: The Pawhuska 
District Committee Dinner on Sat-
urday, June 26, 2021.

Committee Cook Addie Hudgins throws 
pulled chicken into a kettle as fireman JR 
West stirs.

Firemen check on the dishes cooking over the 
fire.

Brooklyn Kemble cuts out frybread for 
the Committee Dinner.

Ross Shimonek works the coals of the fire 
as he cooks barbecue for the Committee 
Dinner.
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Direct assistance bill receives Osage
Congressional committee consideration 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Seventh Osage Nation 
Congress commenced their un-
precedented task of consider-
ing several appropriation bills 
requesting American Rescue 
Plan Act funding during its 
July 26 committee meetings.

The 12-member Congress is 
utilizing its various select and 
standing committees to initial-
ly consider the respective ARPA 
funding-related bills filed for 
the special session that start-
ed July 24. On that day, the 
Congress unanimously passed 
bill ONCA 21-73 (sponsored by 
Second Speaker Jodie Revard) 
to authorize and appropriate 
$161.3 million in non-tribal 
funds for the current 2021 fis-
cal year government operations 
in the Executive Branch de-
partments and programs. The 
Congress also passed ONCA 
21-82 (Revard) authorizing 
and appropriating $286,924 
in FY 2021 operating costs for 
the Judicial Branch from non- 
tribal funds.

So far, the Nation is receiv-
ing a total of $108 million in 
ARPA funding, prompting the 
ON Congress and the Exec-
utive Branch to brainstorm 
and draft legislation for re-
spective projects and endeav-
ors requesting ARPA funding, 
which are now filed and spon-
sored by Congress members  
for consideration.

In the Appropriations Com-
mittee meeting, ONCA 21-52 
(Congressman Joe Tillman), 
which requests $46.4 million 
for direct assistance payments 
to all enrolled Osage members 
($2,000 each), received initial 
consideration and discussion 
before being amended and re-
ferred to Congress with a “do 
pass” recommendation. 

Tillman said the bill “came 
out of a place in me that really 
felt that we needed to do some-
thing for the Osage Nation con-
stituents. As you are all very 
aware, as we go through this 
COVID-19 pandemic, it’s been 
very brutal and harsh on a lot 
of us, some are still suffering 
from loss of jobs, loss of income, 
lots of stuff happening with our 
constituents around the United 
States, around the world trying 
to piece their lives back togeth-
er and hopefully this legisla-
tion will aid them in doing so.”

He also mentioned other 
tribal nations in Oklahoma are 
utilizing their respective ARPA 
funding to offer similar individ-
ual check assistance to their 
respective constituents. The 
Office of the Chiefs reported 
that it distributed almost $13 
million in assistance checks to 
14,000 Osages from its 2020 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) 
Act.

In reaching the requested 
$46,496,000 figure, Tillman 
and Budget Analyst Jordan 
Fraser used the Osage mem-
bership total (23,248) at the 
time of drafting the bill. That 
figure multiplied by $2,000 
equals the requested amount 
but does not include any mem-
bership increases since its July 
21 filing. A fiscal analysis of the 

bill also notes ONCA 21-52's 
request amount is 42.9% of the 
ARPA funds that the Nation is 
currently receiving.

Congresswoman Brandy 
Lemon raised the hypothetical 
situation and question of what 
if all Osages apply for the as-
sistance and a supplemental 
appropriation of tribal funds is 
needed due to the ARPA funds 
for direct assistance being de-
pleted. In a November 2020 
special session, the Congress 
unanimously passed a trib-
al funding appropriation bill 
(ONCA 21-05) to provide a $1.3 
million supplement to continue 
funding the Nation’s CARES 
Act Direct Assistance program 
through its Nov. 30 deadline  
for applications.

Tillman said he was not sure 
if a deadline will be established 
for setting up direct assistance 
from ARPA funding, “but to 
me, the more Osages, the bet-
ter” in reaching constituents 
and “I did not mention the trib-
al funds and we would hope 
that wouldn’t happen ... I have 
not had any conversations with 
the Executive Branch or the 
(COVID-19) Task Force, but 
I’m sure they could come up 
with something that would al-
low each Osage member, if they 
need to and want to, to apply for  
this money.”

James Weigant, coordina-
tor for the Nation’s COVID-19 
Task Force, said Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
was excited once the U.S. Con-
gress passed the ARP Act ear-
lier this year, thereby making 
more COVID-19 pandemic re-
lief funding available as with 
the 2020 CARES Act funds, so 
the Nation could have another 
possible opportunity to offer in-
dividual assistance again and 
added the interim rule for us-
ing ARPA funding was issued 
in May. “As you know under 
CARES, there’s a lot of red 
tape that was involved to pro-
vide that individual assistance 
... It’s been proven that Indi-
an Country’s been hurt worse 
than the general population 
and the federal government 
is still talking about stimulus 
payments, and we had really 
hoped when this rule came out 
that they would see the difficul-
ties of CARES and they would 
see we’re still facing these 
problems and would give us the 
ability to provide these stimu-
lus payments under the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan.”

“When that rule came out, 
we looked for that, we want-
ed to see that, and a stimulus 
payment is not allowable un-
der this interim rule,” Weigant 
said. “We’re hoping in the com-
ing weeks we’ll have the final 
rule, hopefully that final rule 
gives some clarity one way or 
the other in regards to a stim-
ulus. The way (ONCA 21-52) is 
written now, we cannot provide 
service to anyone who has not 
experienced a negative econom-
ic impact. We must consider the 
extent to which a household has 
experienced a negative impact 
from the pandemic ... What is 
there (in the rule) talks about 
assistance to households, it 
talks about food assistance and 
rent and mortgage and utility 

assistance. Or you can do that 
under cash assistance. Then 
you go down to cash assistance 
and it talks about low to mod-
erate income and families that 
have lost their source of income 
altogether. It’s not real clear on 
how to properly implement dif-
ferent types of programs that 
we’re looking at here. What is 
clear is we could do a repeat 
of what we did under CARES 
Act to have people declare their 
COVID-caused negative impact 
and reimburse that. We’re hop-
ing with the final rule that it 
will give us more freedoms.”

Taking the CARES Act di-
rect assistance use into con-
sideration (with nearly 14,000 
Osages served), Weigant said 
the COVID Task Force looked 
at developing a direct assis-
tance plan setting aside fund-
ing to serve 17,500 members 
with each individual receiv-
ing an amount up to $2,000 
due to declared COVID losses, 
which equals $35 million. To 
receive the assistance, Osages 
would have to provide proof of 
their losses (purchase receipts, 
for example) to remain com-
pliant with the ARPA rule,  
Weigant said.

Congressman Eli Potts said 
he, like Tillman and other Con-
gress members, has received 
questions and interest from con-
stituents to receive assistance. 
“I have yet to meet anyone who 
has not been economically im-
pacted by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, that’s just a statement 
of fact ... This money was given 
to the Osage Nation with every 
single citizen in mind, that’s 
the number we put on our ap-
plication to apply for it and so I 
think that something that does 
not help every single one of us 
is something that we seriously 
need to look at.”

Congressman RJ Walker 
agreed the Congress will get 
to a point to offer more direct 
assistance to constituents and 
he supports the idea. “I think 
the idea we base it off of 17,500 
members is reasonable based 
on approximately 14,000 apply-
ing last time ... What happens 
if all 22,000 members don’t 
apply? Are we going to have to 
repeal this and recapture the 
money and then reappropri-
ate it somewhere else? I think 
the total amount needs to be 
reduced, I agree the bill needs 
to be somewhat broad and give 
the Executive Branch the flex-
ibility to administer it in ac-
cordance with the law and the 
rules.”

A motion by Potts to refer 
the bill as originally filed to 
Congress with a “do pass” rec-
ommendation failed with “no” 
votes by Walker, Paula Stabler, 
Pam Shaw and Revard and one 
“yes” vote from Tillman. Con-
gressman and committee mem-
ber Billy Keene was absent 
that day so he could take his 
bar exam, Revard said during 
the meeting.    

Afterward Stabler proposed 
two amendments to the bill 
language stating the direct 
assistance would be available 
with an amount “up to” $2,000 
to each applicant and would 
be available to “eligible” ON 
members, striking out the ON 
membership total of 23,248 in 
the original bill language. Both 
amendments passed with four 
“yes” votes and one “no” from 
Tillman.

Potts then motioned again 
for the now-amended version 
of ONCA 21-52 to be referred 
to Congress with a “do pass” 
recommendation. The motion 
passed with Shaw, Tillman 
and Revard voting “yes” and 
“no” votes coming from Walk-
er and Stabler who both stated 
during the meeting they would 
like to hear more discussion 
and consideration of the bill  
in committee.

ONCA 21-52 will continue 
in the legislative process at the 
full Congress level and is sub-
ject to further action, including 
potential amendments. 

For more information on the 
ON Congress, filed legislation 
and to view a calendar of sched-
uled session and committee 
meetings, visit online: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch 
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Lost Creek Ranch is a high fence hunting area located in the rolling 
hills of eastern Osage County. Situated on 2,017 contiguous acres.

Osage Congress approves 
$7.3 million bill for land 
purchases in special session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During the first of two 
scheduled July special ses-
sions, the Seventh Osage 
Nation Congress appropri-
ated $7.3 million to use to-
ward proposed real property 
purchases including a 2,000- 
acre ranch.

The Congress voted 8-4 on 
appropriation bill ONCA 21-
60 (sponsored by Congressio-
nal Speaker Angela Pratt) 
on July 12 for properties dis-
closed in confidential docu-
ments sent by the Executive 
Branch requesting the $7.3 
million in tribal funds for 
the land purchases. Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
briefly discussed his admin-
istration’s proposal to pur-
chase back lands once part of 
the Osage Reservation before 
those acres fell into hands of 
non-Osage ownership.

“The owner of that ranch 
has taken his financial situa-
tion to the federal bankruptcy 
court and the court is trying 
to decide what debts will be 
paid and how they’ll be paid 
and there’s an opportunity 
for us to come in and acquire 
the property at a very good 
price,” Standing Bear said 
in his executive message. 
“The Congress needs to know 
timing is critical and also 
everything daily is subject 
to change. The other proper-
ties will be discussed as well, 
but I want to emphasize that 
none of the funds we are re-
questing are coming from the 
American Rescue Plan funds 
or the CARES Act (funds).”

“Today’s presentations and 
requests do not involve any 
borrowing, these are existing 
(tribal) funds, we’re asking 
the Congress to access to ac-
complish more land purchas-
es,” Standing Bear said.

Also, at the session’s start 
on July 8, Pratt said the Con-
gress members received copies 
of documents containing land 
and purchase information and 
did not elaborate on details at 
the time. Pratt said she be-
lieved the contents contained 
sensitive information and 
were stamped “confidential.” 
The Congress then adjourned 
until July 12 to further con-
sider ONCA 21-60.

When the session resumed, 
the Congress motioned to en-
ter into a committee of the 
whole discussion, which in-
cluded an executive session 
to discuss the land purchase 
information.  

The Congress met virtually 
on both special session days 
via Zoom due to “Killers of 
the Flower Moon” film cast 
and crew using the ON Cap-
itol Building in Pawhuska 
where the Legislative Branch 
offices and meeting space is 
located. Filming for the movie 
adaption of the David Grann 
best-selling book focusing on 
the 1920s Osage Reign of Ter-
ror is taking place in various 
locations in Pawhuska, Fair-
fax and other regional places 
through September.

Afterward and before the 
bill vote, several Congress 
members voiced support and 
opposition to ONCA 21-60 
and during his debate time, 
Congressman Joe Tillman 
disclosed the ranch property 
at issue is Lost Creek Ranch 
and he is opposing the bill.

Tillman said he had lots of 
questions about the proposed 
land purchase including the 
maintenance costs, insurance 
and liability costs, number 
of employees to work at the 
ranch and what amenities 
would be offered to guests. 
“I’ve been out there many 
times, I’ve fished on it, I’ve 
stayed on it, it is a beautiful 
property, and we have a hard 
time taking care of what we 
have now. This thing is going 
to be an expensive place to 
maintain and that’s coming 
from the previous owner,”  
he said.

According to an online de-
scription of the ranch prop-
erty, “Lost Creek Ranch is 
a high fence hunting mecca 
located in the rolling hills 
of eastern Osage County. 
Situated on 2,017 contigu-
ous acres, this property has 
been well managed for tro-
phy whitetail deer and elk 
... As a working game ranch, 
Lost Creek Ranch offers a 
custom-built log home, guest 
lodge, storage barns and a 
deer breeding facility.”

Congressman Eli Potts said 
he opposed the bill first stat-
ing he supports the Nation’s 
land buyback efforts but did 
not agree with the ranch land 
purchase details being kept 
confidential. “It’s in good 
shape, it’s pretty, it’s got po-
tential, that’s a good thing, 
it’s a good price, but nobody’s 
really been able to tell me how 
this property’s going to ben-
efit all of the Osage people, 
which should’ve been one of 
our only considerations. The 
fact is we’re buying a large 
piece of real estate without a 
plan,” he said, adding there 
are other proposed land pur-
chases in the confidential in-
formation he supports, which 
has plans for use.

Congresswoman Paula 
Stabler said she visited some 
of the lands proposed for pur-
chasing in the bill but is op-
posing the bill stating she felt 
there was not enough infor-
mation given for her to sup-
port the purchases. 

Congressman RJ Walker 
said he supports the bill, not-
ing the discussion reminded 
him of a phrase former Prin-
cipal Chief Jim Gray and 
late Osage government pol-
icy analyst Leonard Maker 
used to say: “’Osages never 
miss an opportunity to miss 
an opportunity’... This is a 
time-sensitive situation, and 
we need to act. We’ve been 
called into special session to 
act and make a decision that 
benefits the Nation. This is 
an opportunity for us to gain 
a very valuable piece of prop-
erty among others.”

Congresswoman Al-
ice Goodfox said the bill is 
time-sensitive because one 
of the land parcels proposed 
for purchase is up for auction 
and she too supports the bill.

Congresswoman Brandy 
Lemon said she believes buy-
ing land is part of strength-
ening the Nation because 
“that’s something they don’t 
make anymore; I’ve heard my 
ancestors say it I don’t know 
how many times. To have the 
opportunity to bring in some 
more acreage that is our last 
home and the ability to bring 
it back under our umbrella, 
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Congressional committees consider
bills with ARPA funding requests
Benny Polacca
Osage News

As the Seventh Osage Na-
tion Congress meets for its 
10th Special Session, the var-
ious bills requesting Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act funding 
for projects and endeavors are 
receiving first reviews at the 
committee level.

Seven of the ARPA-related 
bills under consideration are 
now at second reading in the 
Osage legislative process as 
of July 28. At this level, there 
are three general order days 
where legislation is subject 
to amendments. If any Con-
gress members wish to pro-
pose any changes, then those 
amendments will need votes 
by the 12-member Congress 
to determine whether the 
amendments will be made to  
each bill.

The Congressional commit-
tee discussions so far have 
touched on the need to priori-
tize which bills will be consid-
ered because the amount in 
requested ARPA funding ex-
ceeds the $108 million, which 
the Nation has received  
thus far. 

At the start of the special 
session, the Congressional 
Appropriations Committee 
met and heard a report from 
Congressional Office Budget 
Analyst Jordan Fraser on 
July 24.  

“The U.S. Department of 
Treasury made an initial pay-
ment of $108,375,827.59 of 
(ARPA) fiscal recovery funds 
to the Osage Nation,” Fraser 
reported. “A second smaller 
payment, the amount of which 
remains to be seen, should be 
provided soon. Prior to the 
effective date of ONCA 21-49 
(legislation passed in a May 
special session that stipulates 
all federal money the Nation 
receives must be appropriat-
ed by the Congress); the Ex-
ecutive Branch was able to 
spend some of the fiscal recov-
ery funds without an appro-
priation of Congress. During 
that timeframe, they spent 
$55,421. The total amount of 
fiscal recovery funds current-
ly available for appropriation 
is $108,320,406.”

For the special session’s 
ARPA legislation workload, 
Fraser reported: “Twen-
ty-seven bills have been 
filed that would appropriate 
fiscal recovery funds. The 
total amount being re-
quested for appropriation is 
$195,418,978. This exceeds 
the currently available funds 
by $87,098,571.” 

That ARPA appropria-
tion-related amount reported 
by Fraser does not include a 
bill filed later and added to 
proclamation by Congressio-
nal vote, which is ONCA 21-79 
(sponsored by Congresswom-
an Paula Stabler) – An act 
to authorize and appropriate 
$15 million in ARPA funds for 
the purchase of land, design, 
engineering, and construction 
of a nursing home facility.     

For tribal funding in the 
General Treasury, Frasier 
reported $4,629,182 remains 
available for appropriations 
in the Nation’s current 2021 
fiscal year. The tribal funding 
from tribal revenue sources 
(i.e. gaming, Tax Commis-
sion) is separate from the 
ARPA funding amount.

ARPA-related bills consid-
ered by committees awaiting 
potential further action and 
consideration are:

• ONCA 21-51 (sponsored 
by Congresswoman 
Alice Goodfox) - An 
Act to authorize and 
appropriate $8,320,000 
of ARPA funds for 
the purchase of land, 
design, engineering, and 
construction of a Senior 
Housing Complex in 
Hominy.

In the Government Opera-
tions Committee discussion, 
Goodfox noted it’s been years 
since the Nation built more 
senior housing aside from the 

current complex in Pawhus-
ka, adding “we need to think 
about our elders.” Executive 
Branch Director of Opera-
tions Casey Johnson told the 
committee the Nation is in 
the negotiating phase for po-
tential land purchase in Hom-
iny for senior housing but did 
not disclose the location.

• ONCA 21-52 
(Congressman Joe 
Tillman) - An Act 
to authorize and 
appropriate $46,496,000 
of ARPA funds for direct 
assistance payments to 
Osage Nation members. 
On July 26, the bill 
received amendments 
at the committee level 
stating assistance up to 
$2,000 to each eligible 
individual.

Pending further action on 
ONCA 21-52, Andrea Kem-
ble, Financial Assistance 
Department coordinator and 
COVID-19 Task Force mem-
ber, said the Nation is looking 
at using a hybrid application 
for direct assistance applica-
tions that would be submit-
ted online or in paper form. 
Kemble told the Appropria-
tions Committee on July 28 
the Nation already uses RT 
Consulting as the third-party 
administrator for the Nation’s 
health benefit program and 
the company would be able to 
develop an online application.   

• ONCA 21-53 
(Congressman Scott 
BigHorse) - An Act 
to authorize and 
appropriate from ARPA 
funds the amount of $5 
million for water and 
sewer infrastructure 
repairs, improvements, 
or upgrades for the 
Pawhuska Village and 
community.

Bighorse said sewer im-
provements are needed to up-
date the Pawhuska village’s 
infrastructure. 

During the July 26 Cul-
ture Committee discussion, 
Johnson said he’s asked Tul-
sa-based Wallace Engineering 
to visit various places in the 
Osage Reservation to assess 
areas for potential projects 
with ARPA funding requests. 
He also noted the Nation is 
looking at hiring an owner’s 
representative company to 
look over ARPA-related proj-
ects approved by Congress. 
Johnson said his branch is 
looking at using leftover con-
tingency funds from previous 
projects to pay for an owner’s 
representative company, add-
ing the Nation’s Tribal Works 
department is already busy 
with other work.

• ONCA 21-55 
(Congresswoman 
Brandy Lemon) - An 
Act to authorize and 
appropriate $8 million 
from ARPA funds for 
costs toward a Senior 
Housing Complex in 
Fairfax. In May, the 
Nation purchased 13.63 
acres from the Town of 
Fairfax thanks to a prior 
$57,000 appropriation 
(ONCA 21-12) approved 
by Congress in a 
December 2020 special 
session. The Executive 
Branch said at the time 
that Fairfax senior 
housing plans include 
eight duplexes containing 
16 housing units. 

• ONCA 21-56 (Lemon) 
- An Act to authorize 
and appropriate $5 
million for repairs and 
improvements to the 
Grayhorse Rural Water 
District.

Lemon said improvements 
at the Grayhorse Village 
are needed because the area 
needs more fire hydrants 
and current water lines are 
outdated and need replacing 
with larger piping. 

• ONCA 21-58 (Second 
Speaker Jodie Revard) - 
An Act to authorize and 
appropriate $12 million 

of ARPA funds for an 
adult male and female 
Primary Residential 
Treatment (PRT) 
facility, an adolescent 
male and female PRT, a 
transitional living facility, 
and a counseling center 
with administrative and 
counseling offices.

With deadlines to use the 
ARPA funds per federal man-
dates, Revard said the Nation 
has until 2024 to obligate 
the funding for projects and 
endeavors and 2026 is the 
deadline to spend the ARPA 
money. 

• ONCA 21-59 
(Congressional Speaker 
Angela Pratt) - An 
Act to authorize and 
appropriate $5 million 
for water and sewer 
infrastructure repairs 
and improvements to 
the Hominy Indian 
Village and the Hominy 
Community. 

• ONCA 21-64 (Goodfox) 
- An Act to authorize 
and appropriate 
$3,102,500 for the 
design, engineering and 
construction of a new 
chapel in the Hominy 
Indian Village. Goodfox 
said the current chapel 
is small for uses today 
including funerals and 
would like to see a larger 
chapel built or addition 
added onto the current 
one south of the Hominy 
Village Square. 

Goodfox said the current 
chapel size does not allow for 
social distance measures due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and noted at least one family 
moved their loved one’s funer-
al to the community building 
to accommodate the attend-
ees. 

• ONCA 21-70 (Revard) - 
An Act to authorize and 
appropriate $130,000 
from ARPA funds to 
update the Osage News 
website and to produce an 
Osage News app.

On July 27, Editor Shannon 
Shaw Duty told the Govern-
mental Operations Commit-
tee the newspaper’s current 
website is in need of an up-
grade to extend its bandwidth 
to accommodate its increased 
online reader traffic. She also 
noted the website is vital to 
readers to provide informa-
tion, including updates on the 
COVID-19 pandemic affect-
ing the Nation and so readers 
can look up archival informa-
tion as well.

• ONCA 21-76 (Pratt) - An 
Act to authorize and 
appropriate $2 million 
of ARPA funds for the 
design, engineering, 
and construction of the 
Captain Richard Luttrell 
Memorial Park on the 
Osage Nation Ranch. 
Pratt told the Health 
and Social Services 
Committee on July 27 she 
is sponsoring the bill on 
behalf of the Executive 
Branch and noted the 
bill is an effort to provide 
more offerings to Osage 
veterans and that Capt. 
Luttrell was “the driving 
force for the Osage 
Veterans Memorial” now 
open in Pawhuska.

Johnson said the intent is 
to designate an area on the 
Nation-owned ranch as a 
park area open to Osage vet-
erans only and the area would 
have a fishing pond amenity.

Other ARPA-related bills 
are still under consideration 
by Congressional committees 
during the special session. 
The Congress next meets for 
Day 5 in special session at 10 
a.m. Thursday, July 29.

For more information on 
the ON Congress, filed leg-
islation and to view a calen-
dar of scheduled session and 
committee meetings, visit on-
line: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/
legislative-branch

‘adopt[ed] the argument of the 
state …” 

“The Osage Nation was not 
notified or made aware of the 
pendency of this post-convic-
tion case and did not learn of it 
until April 8, 2021. The Nation 
immediately sought to assist in 
the trial court, but at the time 
the Nation filed its motion, the 
trial court had already filed its 
Findings of Fact and Conclu-
sions of Law,” Patterson wrote. 

He continued that the Na-
tion could assist the court with 
treaties, statutes, maps and 
testimony as Judge Kuehn or-
dered. He said other Oklahoma 
trial courts have accepted trib-
al amicus assistance in other 
remanded cases involving In-
dian country jurisdiction is-
sues in the wake of McGirt. As 
examples he named cases that 
involved the Chickasaw, the 
Cherokee and the Seminole.

Oklahoma v. Bosse
On June 22, Judge Kuehn is-

sued an indefinite stay order in 
the Young case pending the re-
sults of the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling in the case Oklahoma v. 
Bosse. In 2010, Bosse, non-In-
dian, killed Chickasaw Nation 
citizens Katrina Griffin and her 
two young children on Chicka-
saw lands. SCOTUS will decide 
whether or not Oklahoma has 
concurrent jurisdiction over 
crimes committed by non-Indi-

ans against Native American 
victims, regardless of whether 
the crime was committed on  
Indian lands. 

McGirt misinformation  
and scare tactics

Misinformation about the ef-
fects of the McGirt ruling has 
spread across the state, with 
district attorneys, law enforce-
ment and news organizations 
spreading fear among non-In-
dian citizens. According to a re-
porting guide from the Native 
American Journalists Associa-
tion, these are three facts you 
need to know about the McGirt 
ruling and its effects on Okla-
homans:

• The McGirt ruling does 
not grant criminal 
jurisdiction over non-
Indians. The Supreme 
Court case Oliphant v. 
Suquamish still limits 
tribal jurisdiction over non-
Indians who commit crimes 
in Indian Country.

• Federal law prevents 
tribes from exercising 
civil jurisdiction or 
regulatory jurisdiction 
over non-Indians in most 
circumstances.

• The McGirt ruling does not 
change land ownership in 
eastern Oklahoma. 

For more information and to 
watch developments on this is-
sue, follow Osage News on Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram.

ReseRvatIOn 
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Bill to fund Tallchief mansion
restoration withdrawn by sponsor
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Execu-
tive Branch will have to find a 
way to fund the restoration of 
the historic Tallchief mansion 
without Congressional appro-
priation, for now.

Congresswoman Pam Shaw 
withdrew her bill, ONCA 21-
84, on the last day of the 10th 
Special Session. The bill was an 
appropriation of $300,000 for 
the restoration of the Tallchief 
mansion. But after the Congres-
sional Government Operations 
Committee met on July 30 to 
discuss the bill, they expressed 
their concerns over ownership 
and construction costs. 

“ONCA 21-84 was passed out 
of committee with a do not pass 
recommendation, which I attri-
bute largely to the questions 
regarding ownership of the 
mansion,” Shaw said. “I decid-
ed to withdraw this legislation 
but intend to bring it before 
Congress in a future session 
when we can provide assur-
ance that there are no risks in 
moving forward. I support the 
Nation’s efforts to restore the 
Tallchief Mansion and, most of 
all, to prevent any further de-
terioration of this positive and 
important piece of our history.”

According to Director of Op-
erations Casey Johnson, the 
Nation owns 50 percent of the 
home that sits on 30 acres of 
restricted land. The other 50 
percent is owned by Maria Tall-
chief’s daughter Elise Paschen 
and her two adult sons. Since 
the land is restricted, the Na-
tion and the Tallchief family 
must follow the Code of Federal 
Regulations and wait until both 
sons are 21 years of age before 
they can pass their ownership 
to the Nation. Johnson said 
Paschen and both sons have ex-
pressed their wish to transfer 
ownership to the Nation. One 
son is already over the age of 
21 and the second son turns 21 
in November.

“It does make me incredibly 
nervous that we don’t own it. I 
just know that past experienc-
es of growing up and knowing 
people that have half owned 
and co-owned, and all the expe-
riences I’ve heard have not end-
ed well,” said Congresswoman 
Alice Goodfox. “My question is, 
if we put more money into this, 
is there a 100% guarantee that 
no one would be able to sell and 
if they did, could we recuperate 
the money we put into it after 
a sale? How would that work?”

Also concerning the commit-
tee was that the $300,000 was 
for architect and engineering 
costs, not the total cost of what 
the restoration would be. Con-

gressman RJ Walker quoted 
his grandfather, the late Mark 
Freeman Jr. in his comments.

“The amount of $300,000 for 
A and E for construction cost 
[architect and engineering], is 
a lot. And the concerning thing 
about it is we don’t own the 
house. I trust people, but I don’t 
want to be gullible with money 
that isn’t mine. This is what my 
grandpa would call, ‘Bettin on 
the Come.’ I just can’t in good 
conscience vote for this, so my 
vote will be a no.” 

Congresswoman Jodie Re-
vard agreed with the hesi-
tations of her colleagues but 
wanted to support the bill. 

“I’m with you Congressman 
Walker, I support it and it is our 
asset, even if it’s 50%. I want 
people to come to our home and 
see something beautiful, see 
a story of success and beauty. 
They’re going to be coming to 
Grayhorse to see the tragedies 
that happened over there but 
when they see that it’s going to 
beautify that, of who they are 
and keep their spirit alive and 
our homeplace,” she said. “I’m 
about sending this out with a 
do-pass, I like that we’re going 
to use the tribal dollars, but 
I’ve got some hesitation too, but 
I’m going to say yes.”

The committee voted three 
times on what to do with the 
bill. First, they voted on a “do-
pass recommendation,” which 
failed. Next, they tried a “no 
recommendation” on the bill, 
but it also failed. Their third 
vote was for a “do-not pass rec-
ommendation” and it passed.

On Aug. 2, Shaw withdrew 
the bill. 

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said the Tallch-
ief mansion restoration is some-
thing they have taken in steps. 

“The Visitor Center in 
Pawhuska is an example of an-
other project which did not re-
ceive the majority of Congress 
support until we developed it in 
small steps, then, one year the 
Congress changed their minds 
and made a large investment,” 
Standing Bear said. “We will 
keep taking steps forward with 
what limited resources there are 
and hope Congress will change 
their minds about this import-
ant piece of Osage history.  

“Some Congress members 
have indicated that once the 
grandchildren of Maria Tallch-
ief reach the age of 21 and are 
able to convey their 50% owner-
ship, then they will support the 
project. That day is not too far 
off in the future. In the mean-
time, as 50% owner, the Osage 
Nation will work to at least 
keep the building from deterio-
rating. It is a beautiful place for 
a museum and retreat.”
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WahZhaZhe Health Center
still administering vaccines
for COVID-19
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The WahZhaZhe Health 
Center is still administering 
both the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines for the coronavirus 
as the delta variant is causing 
a rise in infections across the 
country.

Amid reports of positive 
COVID-19 infections among 
the Osage Nation’s employees 
and surrounding community, 
the Osage Minerals Council 
has closed its lobby to patrons 
and are only meeting online. 
The Osage Nation Gaming 
Commission is now requiring 
employees to wear face masks, 
and the Osage News will re-
quire visitors to wear facial 
coverings as well. 

In states with low vaccina-
tion rates, such as Oklahoma, 
more than 99% of COVID-19 
deaths over the past six 

months have been among un-
vaccinated people, according 
to Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention Director Dr. 
Rochelle Walensky.

According to the last Vac-
cine Distribution Update 
from the WZZHC on May 31, 
the clinic has fully vaccinated 
more than 4,079 people. That 
number has most likely grown 
throughout the summer but 
requests for comment were not 
answered by Dr. Amanda Big-
horse, the WZZHC’s new Chief  
Medical Officer. 

The Osage Nation govern-
ment does not currently re-
quire employees to wear facial 
coverings and they do not re-
quire their employees to get 
vaccinated. According to an 
April 28 memorandum from 
the Nation’s Director of Oper-
ations, Casey Johnson, “Vac-
cination status is not a public 
matter” and “Bullying will not 
be tolerated against anyone 

whether they choose to wear a 
mask or not. It is important to 
protect the confidentiality and 
rights of persons who choose 
to mask, including those at 
higher risk or who live with 
higher-risk persons, and to 
similarly respect those who 
choose not to mask.”

Johnson did not respond to a 
request for comment.

To schedule a COVID-19 
test at the WahZhaZhe Health 
Center or to schedule to receive 
the vaccine, call the COVID-19 
hotline at (918) 287-0028. The 
clinic is only testing those pa-
tients with symptoms or recent 
exposure to someone who has 
tested positive for the virus. 
The clinic vaccinates people 
ages 12 years and older. 

The Oklahoma State De-
partment of Health provides 
free COVID-19 testing at 80 
locations throughout Oklaho-
ma and encourages everyone 
to get tested and vaccinated. 

AG issues slip opinion on face 
coverings and mandatory
vaccinations for ON employees
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Attor-
ney General has issued a 
slip opinion in response to 
two questions from Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear on face coverings and 
vaccinations.

On July 22, Standing 
Bear asked AG Clint Pat-
terson whether he could 
make employees wear face 
coverings, or make them get 
the COVID-19 vaccine? The 
short answer to both ques-
tions, yes. 

According to a five-page 
slip opinion issued July 29, 
Standing Bear can require 
face coverings “to condition 
continued employment,” 
but mandatory vaccinations 
have a few stipulations. “Any 
COVID-19 vaccine mandate 
adopted by the Nation must 
comply with the laws of the 
Osage Nation (and any ap-
plicable federal laws), and 
must permit exemptions for 
medical reasons and sincere-
ly held religious beliefs. The 
Nation may not compel em-
ployees funded by cer-tain 
federal grants, compacts, or 
contracts who have certain 
medical conditions or sin-
cerely held religious beliefs 
to obtain the vaccine.”

To be clear, Standing Bear 
has not issued a directive re-
quiring all employees to wear 
face coverings or receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine. In an 
email, Standing Bear said he 
and his staff are reviewing the 
AG opinion as well as a med-
ical opinion. He said on Mon-
day, Aug. 2, he will issue a  
memorandum. 

“The safety of the Osage 
Nation community remains 
our highest priority. I am 
consulting with Wahzhazhe 
Health Clinic Dr. (Amanda) 
Bighorse and Osage Nation 
Attorney General Clint Pat-
terson for guidance,” he said 
in a statement. “Any Osage 
Nation health policy updates 
will be implemented based 
upon their professional rec-
ommendations.”

Cases of COVID-19 are 
on the rise in the Osage 
community. The week of 
July 19, three employ-ees 
working at the ON Gaming 
Commission tested positive 
for COVID-19. The week of 
July 26, the number grew 
to six. Some ON employees, 
who wished to remain anon-
ymous, reached out to the 

Osage News and said they are 
scared to go to work because 
many of their coworkers are 
not vaccinated. They are also 
upset that the Standing Bear 
administration has “repeat-
edly ignored” their requests 
for guidance. Dr. Bighorse 
and Director of Operations 
Casey Johnson have not re-
sponded to continued Osage 
News requests for comment. 

On July 29, President Joe 
Biden announced his ad-
ministration will require 
federal employees to show 
proof of vaccination against 
COVID-19 or face strict pro-
tocols. This is due to a rise in 
COVID-19 cases, hospitaliza-
tions, and deaths across the 
US, with most of the severe 
cases affecting individuals 
who aren’t vaccinated.

Some Osage lawmakers 
have discussed ways to in-
centivize vaccinations among 
the Osage community, but 
no clear plan or strategy has 
been announced. 

According to the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health, 
there are 110 active cases of 
COVID-19 in Osage County, 
which is also the boundaries 
of the Osage reservation. The 
OKSDH also reports that 
approximately 1.59 million 
Oklahomans are fully vacci-
nated, which is roughly 40.1 
percent. The last vaccina-
tion data published by the 
WZZHC was on May 31. 

On July 29, the 
WahZhaZhe Health Center 
announced on their Face-
book page it will go back to 
screening patients at the 
front entrance and require a 
facial covering upon entering 
the clinic, regardless of vac-
cination status. The WZZHC 
is currently offering all 
COVID-19 vaccines, Monday 
through Friday by appoint-
ment only. 

• Pfizer – 12 and over

• Moderna – 18 and over

• Janssen – 18 and over 

If you have questions 
related to COVID-19, the 
COVID-19 vaccine or sched-
uling a test, please call (918) 
287-0028. 

Editor’s Note: The Osage 
News August edition went to 
press before Standing Bear 
issued his memorandum. An 
update on this story will be in 
the September issue. For re-
al-time updates on this issue, 
follow the Osage News on so-
cial media. 

Chief Standing Bear issues mask mandate for
employees and incentive for the vaccinated
Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear has issued an 
executive memorandum re-
quiring all ON employees to go 
back to wearing facial cover-
ings, regardless of vaccination 

status, due to the rising cases 
of COVID-19 and the Delta 
Variant. He is not requiring 
vaccinations of all ON employ-
ees at this time but states he 
will require it if cases in the 
community continue to rise.

Standing Bear is also giving 

incentives to those employees 
who are fully vaccinated. If an 
ON employee should contract 
COVID-19 and is fully vac-
cinated, they receive COVID 
leave and an extra day of 
PTO. If an employee contracts 
COVID-19 and they are not 

fully vaccinated, that employ-
ee must use their own PTO or 
use Leave Without Pay. 

The WZZHC is currently of-
fering all COVID-19 vaccines, 
Monday through Friday by ap-
pointment only.

• Pfizer – 12 and over

• Moderna – 18 and over

• Janssen – 18 and over

If you have questions related 
to COVID-19, the COVID-19 
vaccine or scheduling a test, 
please call (918) 287-0028.

ing the Bluestem Ranch Loan 
of $67,000,000 in fewer than 5 
years. We recognize the vital 
importance the 43,000-acre 
Osage Nation Ranch plays in 
the Osage people’s culture, 
traditions, and history, and 
are proud to have been a part-
ner in reclaiming these lands 
that were dispersed more than 
a century ago.”

The special session, which 
started July 7, was called by 
executive proclamation issued 

by Standing Bear. He called 
for Congress to consider ap-
propriating tribal funding for 
more land purchases. He add-
ed the land purchases would 
not require a loan. 

Standing Bear also said his 
office received a letter earlier 
in the week from the federal 
Small Business Administra-
tion on the ON government’s 
PPP loan “that confirms it is 
also 100% forgiven because 
we performed according to the 
rules and that is now shown as 
no loan existing on the books of 
the Osage Nation. In summa-

ry, where we are on land and 
debt is we have been purchas-
ing land and as of today, the 
Osage Nation government has 
no debt and the ranch, and all 
the lands are free and clear.”

In April 2020, the Nation 
learned its application for the 
$5.1 million PPP loan was ap-
proved. The PPP loan service 
was part of the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Se-
curity (CARES) Act to help 
businesses cover payroll and 
other allowed costs as the 
COVID-19 pandemic impacted 
countless business operations 
and workers worldwide. Ac-
cording to the PPP application, 
if the Nation uses the money 
solely for payroll and utility 
payments, the money acts as 
a guaranteed loan and will be 
forgiven for repayment. 

In 2016, the Nation bor-
rowed $67 million to purchase 
then-named Bluestem Ranch 
from media mogul Ted Turn-
er. In a statement after his 
address, Standing Bear said: 
“This loan assisted us in bring-
ing 43,000-acres of land back 
to Osage Nation. As planned, 
and despite a pandemic, we 
were able to successfully pay 
off this loan on schedule. We’d 
like to express our gratitude to 
Osage Casinos and employees 
for their significant efforts in 
making this happen.” 

PayOFF 
–from Page 1

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Actors Leonardo DiCaprio and Jesse Plemons discuss a scene on the set 
of “Killers of the Flower Moon,” in Fairfax on July 23. See more photos on 
page 9 and throughout this issue.
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Osage Casino Hotel is 
ideal spot for business 
lunch or Saturday swim
Jessica Brent
Osage News

TULSA – It’s easy to get lost 
in the sea of slots at the Osage 
Casino Hotel Tulsa. 

Osage Nation’s largest casi-
no, at over 254,000 square feet, 
has a gaming floor that fea-
tures 1,600 electronic games 
as well as 15 table games. 

Along the perimeter of the 
game floor, the Tulsa casino 
has several options for dining 
and drinking. Roni Peppo’s 
Pizza Kitchen is set up for a 
quick bite or grab-and-go ser-
vice with breakfast served 
from 8 a.m.-11 a.m., and lunch/
dinner from 11 a.m.-2 a.m. 
Thunder Bar and Grill opens 
for drink service from 10 a.m.-
2 a.m. and serves food from 11 
a.m.-10 p.m. Have a seat at 
the rectangular marble top bar 
and choose from an extensive 
draft menu or sit in the dining 
room overlooking the pool with 
a floor to ceiling view of the 
Osage hills. 

For some fresh air, head 
outside and take a dip in the 
pool. The pool is available for 
hotel guests and non-guests 
alike. Pool passes are $20 
Monday through Sunday and 

$25 on Saturdays. Passes can 
be purchased at the Pool Bar 
or inside at the Gift Shop (lo-
cated in the hotel lobby). The 
Gift Shop sells a variety of pool 
amenities, from sunglasses to 
water shoes, should you forget 
anything essential. 

The Osage Casino Hotel 
Tulsa is equipped for large 
groups and events with 26,190 
square feet of banquet and 
meeting space. Additionally, 
the Skyline Event Center is a 
15,000 square foot venue with 
2,000 seats and five suites. 
Though it’s been a rough year-
and-a-half for events, Sky-
line has several performances 
scheduled through the end of 
the year including Frank Cali-
endo (8/20), The Frontmen of 
Country (9/10), Here Come 
The Mummies (10/30), The Re-
vivalists (11/6), and Wynonna 
(12/5).

Located just four minutes 
from downtown Tulsa, this ca-
sino is a convenient draw for 
Tulsa and surrounding cities. 
General Manager Jeff Bailey 
recently took the helm after 
completing the Osage Lead-
ership Program, an extensive 
two-year rotation throughout 
all casino positions.

Grayhorse broadband project breaks ground on fiber optic cable installation
Jessica Brent
Osage News

Osage LLC officials broke 
ground on the fiber optic cable 
installation for its Grayhorse 
Broadband Project on June 22. 

The fiber optic cable instal-
lation brings the Grayhorse 
community one step closer to 
high-speed internet. Grant 
funds for the project were 
awarded in 2017 through a 
USDA Rural Utilities Service 
Community Connect grant. 
The expected timeline for 
the project was originally 24 
months. Right of way access, 
land acquisitions, and environ-
mental and cultural preserva-
tion assessments extended the 
project by two years. The new 
deadlines for the broadband 
projects are November 2021 
for Grayhorse and December 
2021 for Bowring. 

“We’re very pleased that it 
appears we will meet our dead-
line after so many delays,’’ said 
Richard Perrier, Osage LLC 
board member. “The unknown 
is what it’s going to look like 
long term.”

As the entity managing the 
project, Osage LLC is current-
ly exploring the best options 
for providing internet service 
to residents. The terms of the 
grant only require that high 
speed internet is made avail-
able through a central com-

munity center for two years 
beyond the grant closing. 

Perrier said they want to do 
more for Osage citizens. Osage 
LLC is working with the ON 
Congress to determine wheth-

er Osage Nation is interested 
in investing long term in in-
ternet service for the Osage 
reservation by establishing an 
independent internet service 
provider company, or wheth-

er they will contract with an 
established internet service 
provider. Internet service can-
not be provided to individual 
households until the provider 
is established. 

Tracy Moore, Grayhorse 
resident and Osage language 
teacher, said in a phone call 
that she had to rely on her 
satellite internet through 
HughesNet while teaching at 
home this past year.

“It worked to a point but 
there was a lot of static and 
disconnect,” she said. “I ex-
pected broadband to be in 
place last August for teaching 
from home.”

Some residents see the ben-
efit of broadband internet but 
have reservations about the 
new developments.

“I have concerns about the 
placement of a public facili-
ty for people to come and use 
and what impact that will 
have in the Village,” said Leaf 
Mushrush, Grayhorse resi-
dent. “I also have concerns 
about the potential dangers of 
the effect that [electromagnet-
ic waves] may have on people 
with seizures.” 

Moore said she thinks the 
public internet center will be 
beneficial to younger students 
who don’t have phones, iPads, 
or computers. She also noted 
that because Grayhorse is so 
remote, people who come to 

town for community events of-
ten don’t have cellular service. 
She said the community inter-
net center could be useful for 
those visitors. 

Paula Martinez also lives in 
Grayhorse and teaches Osage 
language classes. She indi-
cated in a phone call that the 
high-speed internet and com-
munity center could help ex-
pand the reach of the Osage 
Nation Language Department. 

“Some people say they can’t 
take the language classes be-
cause they are online,” Marti-
nez said.

Danny Sadler, Osage LLC 
Treasurer, said in a phone 
call that, though they were 
not on time, they were on 
budget for the project. Grant 
funds total nearly $3 million, 
and the Osage Nation con- 
tributed $450,000. 

During the ON Congressio-
nal 10th Special Session that 
began on July 24, Congress-
woman Brandy Lemon spon-
sored ONCA 21-67, an act to 
appropriate $1.75 million to 
the Osage LLC for the contin-
uation of the Grayhorse and 
Bowring broadband projects. 

Editor’s Note: The August 
edition of the Osage News went 
to press before Congress took 
action on the bill. Check back 
with Osage News on social 
media to receive updates on  
this legislation.

Courtesy Photo/Danny Sadler

Osage LLC officials broke ground on the fiber optic cable installation for 
its Grayhorse Broadband Project on June 22.

LEFT: A hospitality suite at the 
Osage Casino Hotel in Tulsa.

RIGHT: Osage Casino Hotel’s Thun-
der Bar & Grill.

LEFT: Osage Casino Hotel’s Roni 
Peppo’s Pizza Kitchen.

RIGHT: Osage Casino Hotel in Tul-
sa’s Skyline Event Center can seat 
up to 2,000 and has five suites. 

All photos courtesy of Osage Casinos

The exterior of the Osage Casino Hotel in Tulsa.

ABOVE: The gaming floor of the Osage Casino Hotel in 
Tulsa that features 1,600 electronic games as well as 15 
table games.

RIGHT: Two hotel towers overlook the outdoor swim-
ming pool and bar at the Osage Casino Hotel in Tulsa.
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Attendees listen to auctioneers give bidding information during the 
July 6 livestock auction held in the Dry Hollow Bar in Pawhuska.

Big Payday for Osage Nation 
Ranch at cattle auction
Jessica Brent
Osage News

Osage Nation Ranch fall 
calves went up for bid at the 
South Coffeyville Stockyard 
Video Sale. 

Approximately 20 bidders 
gathered inside the Pioneer 
Woman’s the Dry Hollow Bar 
in downtown Pawhuska on 
July 6. Not to mention, an 
unknown quantity of online 
bidders also participated for 
a special post-holiday sale. 

Osage Nation Ranch steers 
brought $172.50 per 100 
pounds for an approximate 
total sale of $367,770. The 
heifers brought a bid of $161 
for an approximate sale of 
$342,125. Both lots were sold 
with a 3% shrink, $10 slide, 
and 50 pound weight stop to 
be weighed on the ground. 

In the auction packet, the 
Osage Nation Ranch lots 
were described as a “good 
set of calves as the state of 
Oklahoma will have to offer.” 
South Coffeyville Stockyards 
(SCSY) representative Ty-
len Layton said in a phone 
call after the auction that 
the bids on the Osage Nation 
Ranch calves were “really 
high for unweaned calves” 
but they were able to bring in 
a higher-than-average price 
because “they’re NHTC and 
really high quality.” 

NHTC stands for Non-Hor-

mone Treated Cattle, which 
are certified through IMI 
Global. According to the IMI 
website, many NHTC buyers 
are looking for beef to export 
to the European Union. The 
buyer for the Osage Nation 
Ranch heifers confirmed in 
a conversation after the auc-
tion closed, that the calves 
had been purchased by an 
out-of-state buyer and would 
be sent to Iowa to be fed but 
their final destination was 
uncertain. The buyer for the 
steers could not be reached 
but Layton confirmed they 
were also from out of state. 

Osage Ranch, LLC Co-
Chair Hank Hainzinger and 
Board Treasurer Ladd Old-
field were both present for 
the auction and said they 
were pleased with the results 
of the bidding. 

At the auction, Oldfield 
said it was the Ranch’s first 
time to use South Coffeyville 
Stockyards to sell calves. In 
representing the ONR, Lay-
ton had visited the ranch to 
capture video of the calves 
and brought prospective buy-
ers to the ranch. SCSY rep-
resentatives take a $15 per 
head commission. Oldfield 
said the board accounts con-
servatively for the fall and 
spring calf sales in the annu-
al budget. 

As the auctions closed, Old-
field commented, “This will 
make our budget look good.”

Osage Casinos announces
four new general managers
Osage News

Osage Casinos is announc-
ing the appointment of four 
Osages now serving as gener-
al managers at the Pawhuska, 
Hominy, Sand Springs and 
Tulsa casinos.

In a news release, the Osage 
Nation’s seven-casino Gaming 
Enterprise announced the four 
individuals – with prior expe-
rience working in Osage Ca-
sino capacities – will hold the 
management positions at their 
respective casino posts.

Jeff Bailey will be the new 
general manager at the flag-
ship Tulsa Osage Casino Ho-
tel and Travis Wilcox will hold 
the GM position at the Sand 
Springs casino. Mark Davis 
will be the new general man-
ager at the Hominy casino 
and Mason Shackelford will 
move from acting to perma-
nent general manager at the  
Pawhuska casino. 

Bailey was previously 
Osage Casinos’ manager of 
planning and analysis and he 

also worked as a casino mar-
keting database analyst and 
a financial analyst. Bailey 
completed the Osage Casinos’ 
Leadership Program, which is 
an extensive two-year rotation 
throughout all casino positions 
and graduated from Oklahoma 
State University with a Bach-
elor of Science in business 
administration, according to  
his LinkedIn.

Wilcox has more than 30 
years of experience in custom-
er service and was previously 
general manager at the Hom-
iny casino. He has worked 
with Osage Casinos in vari-
ous roles since 2015 and is a 
graduate of the University of  
Central Oklahoma. 

Davis has worked in the 
gaming industry for over six 
years and before being named 
general manager in Hominy, 
he was a marketing process 
analyst with Osage Casinos 
and has prior management 
experience in the healthcare 
industry. Davis is a graduate 
of Oklahoma State University 

with a bachelor’s of business 
administration degree, accord-
ing to his LinkedIn. 

Shackelford has served as 
interim general manager in 
Pawhuska since March. He 
previously held positions of 
shift manager and securi-
ty officer at Osage Casinos. 
Shackelford is a graduate of 
Northeastern State Universi-
ty where he holds a bachelors 
and master’s degree. 

“We are extremely proud 
to welcome these new gener-
al managers who are not only 
members of the Osage Nation, 
but also have a longstanding 
history in gaming and the ser-
vice industry,” said Kimberly 
Pearson, chief operating offi-
cer for Osage Casinos. “These 
hires will further our commit-
ment to offering a first-class 
experience throughout our 
properties.”  

For more information on 
gaming, entertainment, job 
postings and other amenities at 
the seven Osage Casinos, visit 
www.osagecasino.com 

Courtesy Photo/Osage Casinos

Jeff Bailey, Osage, is the 
new general manager of 
Osage Casinos & Hotel in 
Tulsa.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Casinos

Mark Davis, Osage, is the 
new general manager of 
Osage Casinos in Hominy.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Casinos

Mason Shackelford, 
Osage, is the new general 
manager of Osage Casi-
nos in Pawhuska.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Casinos

Travis Wilcox, Osage, is 
the new general manager 
of Osage Casinos in Sand 
Springs.

Osage Casinos calls for Osage artwork for 
display consideration at two new casinos 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

TULSA — As planning 
and other work continues to-
ward construction of the new 
Osage Casino Hotels at Bar-
tlesville and Pawhuska, a call 
is underway for Osage artists 
to submit their works to be 
considered for display in the  
two casinos.

Osage Casinos announced 
the call for Osage artwork 
through July social media 
posts and the deadline for art-
work samples to be considered 
is Aug. 31.

At the June Gaming Enter-
prise Board meeting, Kimberly 
Pearson, Osage Casinos chief 
operations officer, said the 
building designers have iden-
tified places and space dimen-
sions in the two casinos where 
art can be displayed. 

Pearson said ads will be sent 
out calling for the artwork sub-
missions “and once the artists 
submit their work, the design-
ers will make the selections.”

The call for artwork submis-
sions comes after Osage Casi-
nos and Osage Nation officials 
celebrated the start of both ca-
sino/ hotel projects at back-to-
back June 15 groundbreaking 
ceremonies. The new Pawhus-

ka casino will be located across 
State Highway 99 from the 
current property at the three-
way intersection with U.S. 60. 
The new Bartlesville casino 
will be built off U.S. 60 about 
three miles west of downtown.

Expected completion of both 
casino locations is fall 2022, 
the casino management stated 
at the groundbreaking events.

The flagship Osage Casino 
Hotel opened in August 2018 
and a second hotel tower was 
added and completed in 2020. 
At the Nation’s largest casino, 
work by Osage artists is dis-
played throughout the proper-
ty including the gaming floor, 

banquet rooms and hotel lobby 
and guest rooms. Osage art-
ists’ works featured in Tulsa 
include those by Dante Biss-
Grayson Halleck, Joe Don 
Brave, Yatika Starr Fields, 
Kimberly Jones, Erica Pret-
ty Eagle Moore, Ted Moore 
Jr., Wendy Ponca and R.A.  
Red Corn.

Artists interested in having 
their works for display consid-
eration at the Bartlesville and 
Pawhuska casinos are asked 
to contact Tonya Caves with 
Osage Casinos for submission 
details. Caves can be reached at 
tonya.caves@osagecasino.com.

Osage Casinos installs air purifying 
system at four properties
Osage News

As part of efforts to reduce 
COVID-19 exposure among 
employees and guests, the 
Osage Casinos operations 
team is announcing the instal-
lation of an air purification sys-
tem that kills the COVID-19 
virus at a nearly 100% rate at 
four casino properties. 

Known as Needlepoint Bipo-
lar Ionization, the new system 
is now installed at the Osage 
Casinos in Tulsa, Ponca City, 
Skiatook and Sand Springs, 
according to a July 29 news 
release.

“At Osage Casinos, the 
health of our guests and staff 
is an extremely high priori-
ty, and I’m proud of our team 
for continuing to innovate,” 
said Byron Bighorse, CEO for 
the seven-casino enterprise. 
“We’ve moved quickly from day 
one to institute new procedures 
and software that help reduce 
the spread of COVID-19, and 
this is another crucial addition 
to that mission.”

A laboratory test from a third 
party found the NPBI sys-
tem eliminated the virus re-
sponsible for COVID-19 at a 

rate of 99.4% on stagnant sur-
faces, the release stated. The 
air purification system uses 
ionization to kill pathogens in 
the air.

NPBI technology has been 
used nationally by institutions 
such as the White House and 
Mayo Clinic. The system was 
also found to kill MRSA, E. 
coli and mold spores.

The release said the new air 
purification system is just one 
step Osage Casinos is taking to 
ensure the safety of guests and 
staff. Executives moved swift-
ly in early 2020 to implement 
temperature kiosks for staff, 
cleanliness tracking software 
for each machine and new op-
erating procedures immediate-
ly following their two-month 
closure at all seven casino 
properties.

For more information about 
the NPBI technology, visit 
Global Plasma Solutions web-
site at: www.globalplasmaso-
lutions.com/how-it-works 

For more information on 
gaming, entertainment, open 
job positions and other ameni-
ties at the seven Osage Casi-
nos, visit www.osagecasino.com 

Courtesy Photo/Osage Casinos

Artwork by Osage artist Dante Biss-Grayson Halleck hangs above a King-
size bed in a hotel room at the Osage Casinos & Hotel in Tulsa.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Casinos

The gaming floor of the Osage Casino & Hotel in Tulsa. 

that’s a priority in a different 
bucket than a priority or op-
portunity for people to get on 
a platform here for direct as-
sistance and that’s not what 
we’re talking about today... 
and that’s where my focus is 
going to stay today.” 

Second Congressional 
Speaker Jodie Revard said she 
agreed the land purchase in-
formation should be held con-
fidential “because of what was 
just stated, when I purchase 
property, I don’t want it to be 
public that affects the bid for 
other folks who may be want-
ing the same piece of property, 
that’s just good business.” 

In her debate time, Pratt 
countered she did not hear a 
lot of questions when the bill’s 
confidential information was 
discussed in executive session, 
as well as during the public 
legislative process before the 
vote. “We’ve got to keep mov-
ing, there’s a lot of things out-
side of our government that 
are coming at us all the time 
and it happens even in our 
own community ... People have 
different agendas going on and 
my agenda is to continue to sit 
in my seat and serve to the best 
of my ability and a lot of this is 
disheartening and information 
to cause confusion ... How does 
this land benefit every Osage? 
Because we’ve got to hold it 
down here in Osage Reserva-
tion, we must continue, we are 

trying to continue to get our 
own land back and because we 
are sitting in the middle of our 
own community highlighting 
how it was taken from us, the 
awful things that happened to 
us, how we lost it in the first 
place ... For us to continue to 
have a land base, a language, 
be a people, tradition, culture 
... for me, that is continuing for 
all Osages.”

ONCA 21-60 passed with 
“yes” votes from Congress 
members Walker, Scott Big-
Horse, Goodfox, Billy Keene, 
Lemon, Revard, Pam Shaw 
and Pratt. “No” votes came 
from Tillman, Potts, Stabler 
and John Maker. Standing 
Bear signed the bill into law 
after the session adjourned 
that day.

Ranch 
–from Page 3
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Arts & Leisure
Dr. Ricco Wright apologizes to Osage Nation and takes down Reign of Terror-themed exhibit
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Tulsa natives Dr. Ricco 
Wright and Charica Daugh-
erty apologized to the Osage 
Nation on July 17 after the 
Osage community condemned 
their Reign of Terror-themed 
art exhibit that opened in Tri-
beca, New York two days ear-
lier.

The exhibit, titled “Wolfs-
bane and the Flower Moon,” 
showcased six oil paintings 
by Daugherty that depict-
ed nude poses of Reign of 
Terror victims Mollie Bur-
khart and Anna Brown. The 
exhibit was the featured show 
at Wright’s Black Wall Street 
Gallery and was supposed to 
be on display until July 21. 
However, after the Osage com-
munity lambasted the gallery 
and Daugherty online, Wright 
said the show was coming 
down and that all six oil paint-
ings would be destroyed.

“On behalf of Black Wall 

Street Gallery and our repre-
sented artist Charica Daugh-
erty, I want to write an open 
letter of apology to the Osage 
people for the mistakes we 
made. Yesterday, we took the 
necessary time to reflect on 
what the Osage people were 
saying in response to our ex-
hibition,” Wright wrote. “We 
profusely apologize for 1) not 
seeking your counsel on the 

exhibition, 2) using the spider 
symbol in one of the works, 3) 
using the dream catcher in two 
of the works, and 4) depicting 
your deceased ancestors in nu-
dity.”

For two days, prominent 
Osage artists and community 
members accused Daugherty 
of trying to capitalize on the 
Osage Reign of Terror and the 
upcoming film, “Killers of the 

Flower Moon.” They accused 
her of sexualizing Indigenous 
women, fetishism, exploiting 
Indigenous bodies, and dehu-
manizing Osage and Indige-
nous women.

Her painting titled, “Mollie 
before the Wedding,” particu-
larly angered the community. 
The painting depicts a nude 
Mollie Burkhart kneeling on 
a floor etched with Osage rib-
bonwork, fastening a white 
veil to her head. By her knees 
is a vase with the Osage Spi-
der symbol on the front; next 
to the vase is a pair of Wil-
liam Hale’s glasses. The Tra-
ditional Cultural Advisors 
Committee made up of Osage 
elders banned the use of the 
Spider symbol in 2017 due to 
its cultural sensitivity.

Mollie Burkhart was an 
Osage woman who lived in 
the 1920s during the Reign of 
Terror. Her three sisters and 
mother were murdered for 
their oil wealth. Her older sis-
ter, Anna Brown, who is also 

depicted in Daugherty’s paint-
ings, was shot in the head and 
found in a ravine near Fairfax 
in 1921. The crime ring that 
killed Mollie’s family was or-
chestrated by her husband’s 
uncle, William Hale, a promi-
nent white rancher. Her hus-
band Ernest Burkhart was 
complicit in the killing of her 
family and planned to kill Mol-
lie as well.

Daugherty, who is also a 
history teacher at Tulsa Hope 
Academy, apologized for her 
paintings.

“My heart was to reflect the 
emotions that stirred in me 
from hearing these women’s 
story. As an artist, my process 
of reflecting on femininity and 
the experience of womanhood 
is through the nude. For me, 
nudity presents the vulnera-
bility and strength of a wom-
an. Please know that my work 
came from a place of an emo-
tional response to this pain-

Osage News/Screenshot

A since-deleted Instagram photo of the Black Wall Street Gallery exhibit, 
“Wolfsbane and the Flower Moon,” by Tulsa native Charica Daugherty.

Osage Nation awarded nearly 
$400K in Energy and Mineral 
Development Program grants
Kennedy Sepulvado
Osage News

The Bureau of Indian Affairs 
announced more than $6.5 mil-
lion in Energy and Mineral 
Development Program grants 
awarded to 34 federally recog-
nized tribes and Alaska Native 
corporations on July 1.

The Osage Nation received 
two EMDP grants in total of 
$396,065 to aid projects using 
energy, mineral and natural 
resources. 

According to the press re-
lease sent by the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary-Indian 
affairs, one grant awarded 
$96,420 to the Osage Nation. 
“To enhance and expand the 
design and flexibility of the 
existing OsageMinerals.org so 
that all records, maps, produc-
tion, leasehold and other perti-
nent information can be easily 
accessed by quarter section in a 
user-friendly format,” the press 
release said.

This comes after the Osage 
Minerals Council asked the 
Osage Nation Congress for a 
$1.5 million appropriation to 
build a state-of-the-art data 
system in March of 2021. Con-
gress postponed bill ONCA 
21-32 (Goodfox) during the 
Hun-Kah session.

The Osage Nation received a 
second grant in the amount of 
$299,645. “To define and evalu-
ate the sand and gravel assets 
on the Osage Reservation and 
conduct an economic evaluation 
of the promising sites based on 

geology, grades, production and 
potential markets where aggre-
gate supplies from the Nation 
can be marketed and sold,” said 
the press release. 

The EMDP grants allow 
tribes to conduct pre-devel-
opment studies necessary to 
process, use and develop ener-
gy and mineral resources. The 
funding helps tribal nations 
achieve economic self-suf-
ficiency by developing and 
controlling their own energy  
production capabilities. 

“Having direct access to a 
reliable energy source is of-
ten taken for granted in the 
United States, but due to 
their remote locations, it can 
be a real challenge for Amer-
ican Indian and Alaska Na-
tive communities to achieve 
that standard,” said Bryan T. 
Newland, Principal Deputy 
Assistance Secretary-Indian 
Affairs. “The BIA’s Energy and 
Mineral Development Program 
grants seek to close this gap 
by supporting efforts to devel-
op tribally and Alaska Native 
corporation-owned energy re-
sources to benefit tribal mem-
bers and ANC shareholders 
while contributing to Indian 
Country’s economic progress.” 

The BIA Office of Trust Ser-
vices’ Division of Energy and 
Mineral Development selects 
the awardees through a com-
petitive review process. The 
DEMD selected the 34 tribes 
and Alaska Corporations 
among 53 proposals submit-
ted during the 2020 fiscal year 
funding cycle.

OMC reaches out to Secretary
Haaland to discuss list of issues
Kennedy Sepulvado
Osage News

The Osage Minerals Coun-
cil sent a letter to President 
Biden and Secretary Haa-
land in March that included 
a list of priorities they want-
ed completed that would less-
en restrictions on mineral 
development. 

In the council’s July news-
letter, the council stated, 
“OMC thought it would be 
good to put our name in front 
of them, so they know us, the 
Osage Minerals Council.” 

One item on the list asks 
for Secretary Haaland’s help 
for the council to have input 
on the changes to the Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFRs). 
The council said the 25 CFR 
§226 should not be approved 
before the council is consult-
ed due to the Inspector Gen-
eral stating the BIA Osage 
Agency’s management pro-
cedures were “inadequate,” 
according to the newsletter. 
The council fears that if the 
council’s voice isn’t heard be-
fore the scheduled updates 
for CFR §226, the leasing 
procedure and government 
restrictions could potentially 
become more restrictive. The 
council included documenta-
tion of the “BIA’s continual 
lack of fiduciary responsibili-

ty” as evidence of BIA’s inad-
equate management. 

Also, on the council’s prior-
ity list is for the BIA to remove 
the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) requirements to 
obtain Osage minerals re-
cords. According to the news-
letter, “FOIA requests can 
contain massive amounts of 
paperwork which producers 
do not want to complete. As a 
result, there have been dras-
tic decreases in mineral pro-
duction.” The ability to access 
records would speed up the  
leasing process. 

The minerals council in-
formed Secretary Haaland of 
the ongoing issue regarding 
the American Burying Beetle 

(ABB). The council pointed 
out Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice’s (FWS) direct violation 
of Secretarial Order No. 3206 
and Section 4 of the FWS 
Handbook. The violation oc-
curred in 2016 when FWS 
removed a step from their 
leasing process concerning 
the ABB without consulting 
the council. The step allowed 
for drilling to take place if 
less than 1.2 acres of ground 
would be disturbed. When 
FWS removed the 1.2-acre 
exception, all new drilling 
stopped. According to the 
newsletter, the lack of drill-
ing has negatively impacted 
Osage headright holders. 

And lastly, the council’s 
letter provided examples of 
how mineral development 
has been restricted ever since 
the signing of the Indian 
Tribal Energy Development 
and Self Determination Act 
(ITESDA). The ITESDA was 
created to help tribes exer-
cise sovereignty over any en-
ergy resources found on the 
tribe’s land. 

“Instead, the opposite 
happened,” according to the 
newsletter. 

The Osage Minerals Coun-
cil asked for a meeting with 
Secretary Haaland to discuss 
each issue addressed in the 
letter. Secretary Haaland 
has yet to respond. 

Courtesy Photo/U .S . Department of Interior

Deb Haaland is now serving as 
the 54th Secretary of the Inte-
rior making her the first Native 
American to serve as a Cabinet 
secretary with Indian Country.

Council continues plugging orphan wells on Osage Mineral Estate
Kennedy Sepulvado
Osage News

In 2016, the BIA identified 
over 1,600 abandoned wells 
on the Osage Minerals Estate. 
The council contacted its Con-
gressional Delegation and the 
House of Representatives Ap-
propriations Committees for 
funding to plug the wells.

Councilman Paul Revard 
said wells are left abandoned 
for many reasons, lessees go-
ing out of business, lessees ne-
glecting the well, or a lessees’ 
death could leave the well out 
of operation.

“Some of these wells are 
leaking oil and/or salt water 
onto the ground, contaminat-
ing the soil and threatening 
wildlife and could be harm-
ful to humans,” Revard said. 
“Some are venting natural gas 
(methane) into the atmosphere 
adversely affecting the quality 
of the air we breathe.”

According to Revard, the 
BIA did not have the funds 
available until after Congress 
appropriated $3 million for the 
well-plugging efforts in the 
2018 fiscal year. 

The council has used almost 
67 percent of the $3 million 
appropriation to plug 13 of 

the 1,600 orphan wells. Re-
vard said the minerals council 
plans to use what is left of the 
money this year.

“The average cost to plug a 
typical abandoned well with-
in our mineral estate has av-
eraged between $40,000 to 
$70,000 per well,” he said.

Revard added the wells they 
have plugged have unusual 
conditions like collapsed cas-
ing, junk in the well, and im-
proper plugging such as with 
tree stumps and mud. Accord-
ing to Councilwoman Susan 
Forman, more abandoned 
wells have been discovered 
during fieldwork and some 

wells have been found to be ca-
pable of production.

“These wells are left as open 
holes or carelessly closed off 
and pose a threat to human 
safety, animal life and the 
environment, and need to be 
sealed or plugged properly,” 
Forman said.  

Revard explained a lot of 
work goes into plugging a well. 
A field crew must first re-es-
tablish a road to the well, rig 
up a “workover rig” over the 
abandoned well, and deter-
mine the depth of the well. 
Then the crew must pump ce-
ment into the punctured pro-
ducing zones and any casing 
leaks identified, then the well 
casing is cut-off below plow 
depth, capped and covered 
with native soil. 

“The objective is protecting 
the freshwater zone(s) and 
zones capable of producing 
oil and gas in the immediate 
area,” said Revard. 

In March, the council passed 
a motion to request an addi-
tional $10 million in federal 
funding to continue with the 
well-plugging efforts. 

“We had great meetings 

with Congressman Tom Cole 
who is on the House Appro-
priations Committee and our 
representative Congressman 
Frank Lucas. We’ve also re-
ceived a lot of support from 
Senator Inhofe and Senator 
Lankford,” Revard said. 

Appropriations Committee 
released its Fiscal Year 2022 
Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies Funding Bill 
the council is hoping to benefit 
from, Revard said. 

“The bill includes another $1 
million in funding that we re-
quested as well as a new grant 
program to clean up impacts 
from energy development,”  
he said.

Revard said the responsibil-
ity of well-plugging falls on the 
lessee who abandoned the well 
under the governance of the 
BIA. However, the BIA does 
not accept the responsibility of 
plugging the wells.

“They have referred to these 
abandoned wells as ‘your wells,’ 
meaning the Osage Minerals 
Council. I couldn’t disagree 
more with this statement.”

Overview: Minerals Council budget for the 2022 fiscal year
Osage News

The Osage Minerals Coun-
cil shared an overview of its 
2022 fiscal year budget in 
the council’s newsletter. The 
budget, which mirrors the 
2021 fiscal year, is $1 million.

Just over half the budget 
is set for human resources 
with a total of $553,000. The 

other 44.7 percent goes to 
legal and professional fees 
with $162,442, rental and 
equipment maintenance and 
equipment purchases with 
$99,204. The council ex-
penses are budgeted to use 
$63,913. 

Another 6.3 percent will 
be used for travel expens-
es, and 3 percent is set for 

operations. The remaining 
2.9 percent is planned for 
training and conferences, 
donations and awards. The 
training and conferences are 
set to use $5,500. Donations 
and awards, such as scholar-
ships, will use $20,000 from 
the budget. The last $3,000 is 
for insurance.

See aPOlOgy
—Continued  on Page 18
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Congresswoman Paula Stabler speaks 
about the efforts to bring about a new 
Wakon Iron Chapel and community 
building.

chaPel 
–from Page 1

June 30 set up at the future 
larger chapel site to celebrate 
the project. During the 2021 
Hun-Kah Session, the Sev-
enth ON Congress approved a 
$1.7 million appropriation bill 
(ONCA 21-42) for the chap-
el construction funding. The 
larger chapel will be built first 
before construction starts on a 
larger Wakon Iron community 
building. 

More than 20 officials and 
community members attended 
the outdoor project celebration, 
which started with an opening 
prayer in both Osage and En-
glish by Osage Minerals Coun-
cilman and village resident  
Talee Redcorn. 

“These buildings here, for a 
lot of us, are the center for our 
culture,” said Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear, who 
also comes from the Pawhus-
ka District and has memories, 
like many others of attending 
special and cultural events at 
the current chapel and nearby 
Wakon Iron building. Those 
two structures are near the 
Pawhuska village dance arbor, 
which hosts the district’s re-
spective Inlonshka each June, 
as well as other occasions 
year-round including dinners, 
community meetings, holiday 
events, handgames, funerals 
and smaller dances.

Standing Bear recalled re-
ceiving his Osage name as a 
child when the now-chapel 
building was previously used 

as Wakon Iron Hall before the 
current community building 
was constructed. The naming 
was a special occasion attend-
ed by many Osages now gone, 
including elders who spoke flu-
ent Osage, he recalled.

“It’s a very delicate subject 
to even talk about with them 
not being here anymore, so 
don’t look at it like a replace-
ment, it’s not a replacement, 
it’s an evolution and our peo-
ple have changed, there’s so 
many more of us and we still 
use these buildings to take 
care of our traditions – our 
deepest traditions,” Standing 
Bear told the attendees.

Standing Bear said the new 
larger chapel project comes af-
ter several meetings attended 
by the Pawhuska Village Com-
mittee (five-man board), Inlon-
shka committee members and 
cooks, as well as government 
officials. “The architects and 
engineers were taking good 
notes and thank you for that ... 
A lot goes into this. So we can 
remember all those, but we 
can’t stop, we’ve got to know 
that we want to be here 100 
years from now ... I don’t like 
‘replacement’, I’d like to think 
100 years from now, they’re go-
ing to look back on us, they’re 
going to be our children, niec-
es, nephews and they’re going 
to come together here.”

During the spring session, 
the Congress unanimously 
passed bills ONCA 21-42 and 
ONCA 21-43 (both sponsored 
by Congresswoman Paula 
Stabler) to appropriate $1.7 
million and $5.7 million re-

spectively for building costs to 
build a larger chapel and com-
munity building. Construction 
on a new Wakon Iron com-
munity building is expected 
to commence when the larger 
chapel is completed at its new 
location west of the current 
building next year.

Second Congressional 
Speaker Jodie Revard, also a 
Pawhuska District cook, ap-
plauded the village’s milestone 
and legislative efforts to pass 
the construction appropriation 
bill. She told attendees she 
also believes passing the bill 
upholds the 2006 Constitu-
tion, which states the Nation 
“shall promote and protect 
our language and our culture 
and most importantly our 
traditional ways of the Osage 
Nation ... I appreciate Con-
gresswoman (Paula) Stabler 
filing (ONCA 21-42), I know 
she cares about what goes on 
in this village, as well as the 
(current Village Committee) 
and all the residents. It was 
very emotional; it was hard 
to find the words because you 
have to speak from your heart. 
Sometimes it’s hard because 
we have to consider our laws 
as elected officials.”

Speaking as a district cook, 
Revard said “this is much 
needed for our people ... It’s 
very personal to me, I feel very 
honored to be a part of this 
movement for a new chapel 
and a new Wakon Iron (com-
munity building).” 

Stabler, who previously 
served as Pawhuska Village 
Committee chairwoman in two 

stints, said “a lot of work goes 
into maintaining these prop-
erties and keeping them going 
and keeping them available 
and scheduling and taking 
care of families, so that’s been 
going on for over 50 years as 
well. The people out here are 
good people and dedicated peo-
ple and I want to thank the 
Pawhuska Village for carrying 
on this project and the Chief’s 
office and all those who partic-
ipated to bring this project (to 
now), it’s very important to all 
of us.”

Stabler also reiterated: 
“These villages are our cul-
tural homes, they’re the most 
important properties that 
we have and they’re what al-
low us to continue. We don’t 
need buildings, we don’t need 
walls, we don’t need roofs, we 
can dance in the grass and 
cook outside, but it helps us 
to stay together, helps us to 
have our community together 
at all of our events. Just like 
the Chief, I remember being 
a little kid in what I call ‘the 
little Wakon Iron’ ... you could 
cram so many people in there 
and that’s our memories and 
we all hate to see it go, but it’s 
time, just like it was time for 
the (prior dance) arbor so that 
we could have things better 
and nicer. And I understand 
part of the ceiling caved in last 
week, so especially now is a 
good time to start moving for-
ward with this.”

Margie Williams, current 
Pawhuska Village Commit-
tee chairwoman, thanked 
everyone for attending and 

acknowledged her fellow com-
mittee members including 
Pete Bighorse, Osage Miner-
als Councilman Myron Red 
Eagle, Cherokee Cheshewalla 
and Fawn Cheshewalla. “It is 
heartbreaking that we’re tear-
ing down that (current) chapel, 
it’s an older building, it’s been 
moved here in the 50’s, it’s 
heartbreaking because my un-
cle had my first handgame in 
that building, so I understand 
there’s memories and lots of 
feelings going into it when 
it’s going to come down. But 
I’m also thankful to you Chief 
that we’re also able to do this 
in two phases because I didn’t 
want our people to go without, 
so thank you,” Williams said.

Casey Johnson, director of 
operations for the Executive 
Branch, said other entities 
working on the chapel and 
forthcoming larger Wakon 
Iron community building proj-
ects include Wallace Design 
Collective, Builders Unlimit-
ed, Blue River Architects, as 
well as the Nation’s Tribal De-
velopment and Roads Depart-
ment. “This is going to be a big 
deal and they do really good 
work and they’re familiar with 
our timelines, so (the chapel) 
will be done and ready before 
next June” he said.

Afterward, the elected offi-
cials and representatives from 
the professional companies 
working on the project gath-
ered to shovel dirt as part of 
the commemoration.

Pawhuska Indian Village Chairwoman Mar-
jorie Williams speaks at the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new Wakon Iron Chapel on 
June 30.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
is interviewed by a Tulsa news station 
about the new Wakon Iron Chapel.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

An artist’s rendition of the new Wakon Iron Chapel 
is posted on the grounds. 

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Director Martin Scorsese makes his way to set in Fairfax 
on July 16.

Actor Leonardo DiCaprio, who is playing Ernest Burkhart in 
the upcoming “Killers of the Flower Moon,” makes his way to 
set in Fairfax on July 16. 

Actor Robert De Niro, who is playing the murderer William Hale 
in the upcoming “Killers of the Flower Moon,” leaves set on July 16. 

Shannon Mason, Archie Mason and 
Tracey Moore check out the film set of 
“Killers of the Flower Moon” in Fairfax 
on July 23.

Cameron Chesbro, Osage, on 
the set of “Killers of the Flower 
Moon,” in Pawhuska on July 19. 

Christie Duty and her daughter Tay-
lor Hight, Osage, on the set of “Killers 
of the Flower Moon,” in Pawhuska on 
July 19.

Kyle Revard, Osage, on the set 
of “Killers of the Flower Moon,” in 
Pawhuska on July 20.

Joe Don Brave, Osage, on the set 
of “Killers of the Flower Moon,” in 
Fairfax on July 23.

Chance Brave and his uncle Raymond 
Lasley, Osage, on the set of “Killers of the 
Flower Moon,” in Pawhuska on July 19.

Susan Shannon, Osage, rides in the back of a 1920s car on the set of “Kill-
ers of the Flower Moon,” in Pawhuska on July 20.

Killers of the Flower Moon

Jason Tillery, Osage, on the set 
of “Killers of the Flower Moon,” in 
Pawhuska on July 19.

Andrea Kemohah, Osage, on 
the set of “Killers of the Flower 
Moon,” in Pawhuska on July 20.
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VOICES FROM THE DRUM
All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The Osage Nation Museum hosted an opening reception on July 23 for its latest exhibit, Voices From the Drum. 

Rock Pipestem, drum maker, made all the drums for the Voices From the 
Drum exhibit, now being shown at the Osage Nation Museum. 

Bill Webb, Executive Director for the Osage Nation Foundation, speaks 
about the Voices from the Drum exhibit. 

People view the latest ONM exhibit, Voices From the Drum at the Osage Nation Museum in Pawhuska.

A man views a drum by Harleigh Moore and Jen Tiger 
at the Voices From the Drum opening reception at the 
Osage Nation Museum in Pawhuska.

People view the latest ONM exhibit, Voices 
From the Drum at the Osage Nation Museum in  
Pawhuska. 

People view the latest ONM exhibit, Voices From the Drum at the Osage 
Nation Museum in Pawhuska. 

Osage artist Joe Don Brave stands beside his drum he paint-
ed for the ONM exhibit, Voices From the Drum. 

Grayhorse elder Archie Mason and friend at the Osage 
Nation Museum’s opening reception for Voices From the 
Drum exhibit in Pawhuska.

Osage/Muscogee Creek artist Yatika Fields stands beside his 
drum he painted for the ONM exhibit, Voices From the Drum.

Drums by Dante Biss-Grayson, Ted Moore and Anita 
Fields are part of the Voices From the Drum exhibit, now 
showing at the Osage Nation Museum in Pawhuska.

People view the latest ONM exhibit, Voices From the Drum 
at the Osage Nation Museum in Pawhuska. 

People view the latest ONM exhibit, Voices From the Drum at the 
Osage Nation Museum in Pawhuska. 
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You’re invited!

Osage WOmen’s
spiritual retreat

September 25th & 26th
Osage Civic Center

1449 W. Main Street • Pawhuska, OK

Saturday, September 25th
9 a.m.-4 p.m. and 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Lunch provided

Sunday, September 26th
11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Come and learn what God has for you!
For more information, contact

Jacque Butler • (918) 894-1809
Veronica Wilson • (918) 440-7536

ABOVE: Osage Nation tribal member Taos Barrone 
brings in the United States flag at the 2021 Caval-
cade Rodeo at the Osage County Fairgrounds on 
July 16.

All photos by

CODY HAMMER/Osage News
LEFT: Singers at the Native American Night at the 
2021 Cavalcade Rodeo. 

MIDDLE LEFT: Native American dancers took part in 
Native American Night at the 2021 Cavalcade Ro-
deo at the Osage County Fairgrounds on July 16. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Osage Nation tribal member Taos 
Barrone brings in the United States flag on horse-
back in his Osage clothes at the 2021 Cavalcade 
Rodeo at the Osage County Fairgrounds on July 16.

ABOVE RIGHT: Native American dancers took part 
in Native American Night at the 2021 Cavalcade Ro-
deo at the Osage County Fairgrounds on July 16. 

MIDDLE RIGHT: Osage Nation tribal member Gun-
nar Gates rides horseback in his Osage clothes at 
the 2021 Cavalcade Rodeo at the Osage County 
Fairgrounds on July 16.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Osage Nation tribal member Taos 
Barrone and other Osage riders bring in the United 
States flag on horseback in his Osage clothes at the 
2021 Cavalcade Rodeo at the Osage County Fair-
grounds on July 16.

Osage Nation Princess Gianna Sieke speaks 
at the 2021 Cavalcade Rodeo on July 16.

Kihekah Steh Princess Raen Holding performs The 
Lord’s Prayer in sign language at the 2021 Caval-
cade Rodeo at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Native American dancers took part in Native American Night at the 2021 Cavalcade 
Rodeo at the Osage County Fairgrounds on July 16. 

Osage Nation Princess Gianna Sieke speaks at the 2021 Cavalcade Rodeo at the Osage 
County Fairgrounds on July 16.

Pawhuska JOM Princess Tennessee McCartney brings in the Osage Nation flag at the 2021 Caval-
cade Rodeo at the Osage County Fairgrounds on July 16.
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10th Annual Dhegiha Conference maintains 
mission of preserving Indigenous languages 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

QUAPAW, Okla. – While 
attending the 10th Annual 
Dhegiha Conference, one will 
hear a lot of indigenous lan-
guages spoken, a lot of conver-
sations and laughter. It’s an 
annual conference that brings 
together language speakers 
from the Osage, Omaha, Qua-
paw, Kaw, Ponca and North-
ern Ponca nations. They all 
share the same mission: Keep 
their languages alive.

The theme of this year’s con-
ference, “Honoring Those We 
Have Lost to the Pandemic,” 
brought a passionate and emo-
tional presentation from the 
Omaha, about the loss of one 
of their elders to COVID-19. It 
also brought up the subject of 
teaching indigenous languag-
es during a pandemic, which 
forced many of their language 
teachers to learn new tech-
nology, to teach online. There 
were many in the room nod-
ding their heads in agreement. 

The conference took place 
July 28-29 at the Quapaw Na-
tion’s Downstream Casino & 
Resort. This year, more than 
200 people and their families 
are in attendance. 

Attendees are usually lan-
guage instructors from their 
respective tribes, or language 
students passionate about 
preservation. Instructors 
from the Osage Nation Lan-
guage Department are in at-
tendance, as well as Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear. 
Young students from Daposka 
Ahnkodapi, the Osage Nation’s 
school, are also in attendance 
but they seem to be more inter-
ested in swimming in the pool. 

The first presentation of the 
conference was made by Osage 
elder and linguist, Mogri Look-
out. Lookout, 80, is currently 
a Master Teacher for the Na-
tion’s language department, 
but he was also the Nation’s 
first language director when 
the reformed government 

and gaming money made the 
initiative possible in 2006. 
Through the years, his knowl-
edge of the Osage language 
and culture has proved to be 
indispensable. Most of his stu-
dents call him uncle Mogri or 
uncle Mog, pronounced Mogue, 
but it’s also clear that at the 
Dhegiha conference, many of 
the attendees share this same 
respect for him. 

“We have a lot of young peo-
ple that have a lot of energy 
and they’re doing great work. 
I’m not going to say they’re not 

doing it right, but we have to 
find a way to conceptualize the 
language, to paint a picture as 
we talk,” Lookout said. “It’s go-
ing to take a lot of education 
and Chief Standing Bear has 
brought a lot of interest and a 
lot of people into our language 
program ... there’s a whole 
bunch of studying, a whole 
bunch of academia to put into 
place, to get these second lan-
guage speakers to get talking.”

As part of his presentation, 
“Dealing with Incorporating 
Languages,” he showed how 
he breaks down an Osage sen-
tence. Lookout is always a pic-
ture of humility. He is quick to 
say he is “uneducated” and that 
he “isn’t a linguist,” but his 
mastery of breaking down the 
Osage language into English 
parts of speech and the expla-
nation of why, is what some 
would call brilliant. Because 

of his work, second-language 
speakers can now understand 
and learn how to craft Osage 
sentences of their own. 

Wynema Morris, Omaha 
language student and Nebras-
ka Indian Community College 
instructor, respectfully dis-
agreed with Lookout.

“Pardon me uncle Mog, you 
say you’re not a linguist? Well, 
that’s the purist linguistic 
work that I’ve ever seen. Ed-
ucation comes in many forms, 
and you’re the sun, basically, 
in terms of what we Dhegiha 

speakers are trying to recover 
for ourselves,” she said. “I got 
the message: in order to learn 
the language, we’re holistic 
people, we’re not segregat-
ed, not compartmentalized ... 
when you learn another lan-
guage, you have to learn an-
other mind, and I just want to 
say Thank You for getting us 
back to our languages.” 

Lookout spoke about the 
way Osages lived when he 
was growing up. He spoke 
about his upbringing with his 
grandparents until the age of 
6, his young life living in the 
Pawhuska Indian Village. He 
didn’t come around non-In-
dians much until high school 
and then later into the white 
man’s world where he learned 
a trade. All this time, things 
were simple with his family 
and in his life. They were a 
humble, praying people and 
they often had dealings with 
other tribes. 

He recalled his father, 
whose first language was 
Osage, could speak with mem-
bers from the Ponca Nation 
and other surrounding tribal 
nations and they understood 
each other. The languages 
were very similar, because the 
tribes often came together. 
Now, the tribes are separated 
and don’t come together often 
and as a result, they no longer 
understand each other. 

The mission statement of the 
Dhegiha Preservation Society 
is “the Osage, Omaha, Qua-
paw, Kaw, Ponca and North-
ern Ponca peoples are bound to 
one another through a shared 
history, ancient social, politi-
cal and cultural relationships 
and a common language, the 
latter of which is in jeopar-
dy of extinction. Cognizant of 
the critical importance of the 
Dhegiha Language to the cul-
tural and social well-being of 
each respective tribe, the un-
dersigned do hereby come to-
gether to establish the Dhegiha 
Preservation Society for the 
purpose of protecting, pre-
serving and perpetuating the 
Dhegiha Language through 
training, education, publica-
tion, program development, 
curriculum development, out-
reach and social and cultural  
exchange activities.”  

Other presentations by 
Osage language speakers in-
clude: Mike Pahsetopah, “In-
dian Sign Language,” and 
Braxton Redeagle, “Osage 
Grammar for High School Lev-
el Classes.”

Wynema Morris, Omaha language student and Nebraska Indian Commu-
nity Col-lege instructor, gives a presentation at the 10th Annual Dhegiha 
Conference at the Downstream Casino and Resort.

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Attendees of the 10th Annual Dhegiha Conference pose for a photo in 
the lobby of the Quapaw Nation’s Downstream Casino & Resort.

Mogri Lookout gives a presentation at the 10th Annual Dhegiha Confer-
ence at the Downstream Casino & Resort on July 28, 2021.

Mogri Lookout gives a presentation at the 10th Annual Dhegiha Confer-
ence at the Downstream Casino & Resort on July 28, 2021.

Courtesy Photo/Shane Epping

Land of the Osages Research Center received a $500K grant to re-
cruit Osage students.

University of Missouri
receives $500K grant to
recruit Osage students
Osage News

The University of Missou-
ri’s College of Agriculture, 
Food and Natural Resourc-
es is announcing its award 
of a $500,000 federal grant 
aimed to attract, recruit 
and support Osage students 
interested in attending  
the university.   

The United States De-
partment of Agriculture 
(USDA) National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture 
(NIFA) awarded the proj-
ect titled “MU-Osage Food 
& Agriculture Program for 
Tribal Student Recruitment, 
Engagement, and Success” 
through the New Beginnings 
for Tribal Students (NBTS) 
grant program, according to 
a July 27 MU article. NBTS 
is a competitive grant for 
land-grant colleges and uni-
versities to provide identifi-
able support, specifically for 
tribal students.

The MU-Osage Food & 
Ag Program is a collabora-
tive project that grew from 
relationships between the 
University of Missouri (MU) 
College of Agriculture, Food 
and Natural Resources 
(CAFNR) Center for Agrofor-
estry and the Osage Nation 
Department of Natural Re-
sources and Education De-
partment, to support Osage 
student success in higher ed-
ucation here on their ances-
tral land, the article states.

The grant award comes 
less than two years after the 
Columbia, Mo.-based uni-
versity opened the Land of 
the Osages Research Cen-
ter located just west of the 
Lake of the Ozarks. On Oct. 
29, 2019, several Osage Na-
tion officials and dignitar-
ies joined MU officials for 
the center’s opening, which 
is an outdoor class setting 
on more than 500 acres for 
studying agroforestry.

“We are on Native land,” 
said Hannah Hemmelgarn, 
assistant program director 
for MU Center for Agrofor-
estry. “The fact that many 
land-grant institutions ar-
en’t serving Native students 
is problematic. The New 
Beginning for Tribal Stu-
dents program is intended to 
change that.”

The goal for this project 
is to positively impact trib-
al students, educators, and 
MU-Osage project person-
nel by creating culturally 
relevant and engaging op-
portunities for prospective 
students to feel welcome, 
safe, and supported at MU, 
the university said.

“This project is all about 
connection,” said Hemmel-
garn. “Through scholarships, 
land-based experiences, peer 
and mentor support, and a 
more informed and respon-
sive CAFNR community, 
MU-Osage students will 
have an opportunity to grow 
meaningful connections on 
their ancestral lands. And 
by increasing relevance and 
accessibility, there is a po-
tential to see an increase in 
attendance and graduation 
of Indigenous students here 
at MU.”

Hemmelgarn, as well as 
MU colleagues including 
Sarah Lovell, director of the 
Center for Agroforestry, and 
Dusty Walter, director of 

natural resource manage-
ment, worked collaborative-
ly on this project proposal 
with Mary Wildcat, Osage 
Nation Education Depart-
ment director, and Jann 
Hayman, ON Department of 
Natural Resources director.

Tribal students from the 
Osage Nation will have the 
opportunity to participate in 
an experiential summer pro-
gram with cultural heritage 
applications that will take 
place at MU and at Land of 
the Osages Research Center 
(LORC). This will also serve 
to grow place-based commu-
nity connections and to in-
form these students about 
scholarships available for a 
four-year degree program in 
CAFNR.

“The Land of the Osages 
Research Center is a fairly 
new center, but it has cre-
ated space for establishing 
what I hope will be lasting 
relationships between MU 
and the Osage communi-
ty,” Hemmelgarn said. The 
Indigenous roots of agrofor-
estry make for an apt link 
between LORC and the Cen-
ter for Agroforestry.

In addition to the experi-
ential summer program, high 
school juniors and seniors 
will have direct support from 
MU CAFNR advising staff. 
Osage high school educators 
will also be equipped with 
CAFNR degree program in-
formation and relevant ma-
terials to inspire students to 
continue their education in 
agriculture, food, and natu-
ral resources at MU. Annual 
spring and fall visits to the 
Osage Nation from CAFNR 
faculty and staff will serve 
as an educational exchange 
opportunity where project 
personnel will learn from 
the Osage community about 
how to create meaningful 
cultural connections in their 
curricula and advising.

Through the MU-Osage 
Food & Ag Program, stu-
dents will be supported in 
enrolling, attending, and 
graduating from MU in a 
four-year degree program in 
CAFNR. A full scholarship 
will be provided to a cohort 
of four Osage students. Na-
tive students, faculty, and 
allies, as an existing network 
at MU, will provide regu-
lar opportunities for stu-
dents to safely share about 
their college experiences  
and successes.

Another component of 
the program is a capstone 
course, “Community Agro-
ecology and Agroforestry,” 
which students will be able 
to take the fall semester 
of their senior year. This 
course aims to connect these 
graduating students with 
career applications and com-
munity-directed research 
related to Indigenous food 
sovereignty. “We hope by 
working together to support 
students, and by growing 
our awareness of their expe-
riences in CAFNR, that we 
can begin to address some 
of the structural and social 
barriers Tribal students face 
here,” the MU article stated.

For more information on 
the Land of the Osages Re-
search Center, visit the UM 
website: https://cafnr.mis-
souri.edu/research/centers/
land-of-the-osages/
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Seeing ourselves on screen
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News

Photos of extras at work during 
filming of Martin Scorsese’s “Killers of 
the Flower Moon” are appearing on so-
cial media. In family photos from the 
Twenties, my dad wears a cloth cap 
like those I see in the stills. He stands 
near my aunts in chic 20s and 30s coats 
and hats. 

It’s uncanny (in a good way) to see 
the juxtaposition of Osages I know in 
the vivid color of modern photography 
in the clothes and poses I’ve seen in se-
pia-colored photos of the Twenties. The 
movie will offer a vibrant look at those 
days, and I’m hopeful, if anxious, about 
what the producers’ conceptualization 
will be.

The movie telescopes our history 
onto the present so that both are visi-
ble side by side in a way that captures 
the split screen reality Osages live. 
I don’t think about the old times con-
stantly, but they’re the foundation of 
Osage County and Oklahoma and the 
way it manifests today.

Osages fight racism, as other Native 
people do. Against the implicit belief 
that the only real Indians were those 
alive at first contact. There’s resent-
ment triggered by Native wealth and 
success that continues at state, federal 
and local levels.  

The vintage cars, trucks and buggies 
rolling through the streets of Pawhus-
ka figure in our family histories. They 
triggered censure at the time, a favor-
ite easy target for derision, for news 
reports. But we don’t hear mockery at 
the excessive consumption of non-Na-
tive rich of that day nor the mega-rich 
of today. There was something else in 
the equation. Profligate consumption 
wasn’t the problem, especially in the 
oil era, but who was spending the cash. 

Kathryn Redcorn spoke in the North-
ern California Elder’s Forum in May. 
She talked about her family’s losses 
during the Reign of Terror and the at-
titudes Osages faced. She remembered 
people gossiping about an Osage man 
who didn’t work and who drove around 
a lot. White people said it was terrible 
that he didn’t work, that he was lazy. 
When he got a job, they said it was 
terrible that he had taken a job from 
white people with all the money he 
had. Kathryn Redcorn half-chuckled 
and said, “you couldn’t win.”

That familiar shared chuckle is why I 
love watching Rutherford Falls, a com-
edy series exploring the tensions be-
tween the fictional northeastern town 
of Rutherford Falls and the fictional 
Minishonka Nation which premiered 
on Peacock in 2021. When a statue of 
the patriarch of the town’s first white 
family is deemed a traffic safety haz-

ard, tensions escalate between Nathan 
Rutherford and the Minishonka. 

The comedy series was co-created 
by Sierra Teller Ornales (Navajo) and 
Ed Helms (who plays Nathan Ruther-
ford) and Mike Schur. Teller Ornales 
sourced Native writers and found more 
talent than they could use. 

Each episode opens with drawings 
of a stereotypical New England village 
with bouncing sheep and lumberjacks 
before it pans to the Running Thun-
der Casino in the center of town. The 
plot centers on interactions between 
Nathan Rutherford, director of the lo-
cal history museum and his Minishon-
ka best friend, Reagan Wells, played 
by Jana Schmieding (Cheyenne River 
Sioux Tribe) who runs a small cultural 
center inside the casino. Reagan Wells 
lobbies Terry Thomas, Michael Grey-
eyes (Nêhiyaw from Muskeg Lake Cree 
Nation), Casino CEO to fund a full-
scale tribal museum and struggles to 
connect with other Native employees. 

Recently returned to town from the 
city, Reagan deals with tension from 
community members still angry she 
left her prospective groom at the altar; 
side eye abounds. Greyeyes is convinc-
ing as a shrewd, business-minded trib-
al leader whose character sparks with 
Reagan’s vulnerability and toughness. 
The Native community is believable: 
the former (almost) mother-in-law is on 
tribal council. The Native cast, strong 
scripting, and the internal family and 
political tensions are fraught and fa-
miliar. It’s a delight to see ourselves, 
an intact Native community, centered 
on screen.  

Note: Eleven-year-old Gracelynn 
Growingthunder (Nakoda/Kiowa) has 
written an insightful review in First 
American Art Magazine https://firsta-
mericanartmagazine.com/review-ruth-
erford-falls/

See trailer for Rutherford Falls 
at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zX3ph5T-yek

Ruby Hansen Murray

PTSD effects on Native children 
who witness domestic violence
StrongHearts Native Helpline

When we say, “domestic violence is 
not traditional,” it is to remind Na-
tive Americans of a time before col-
onization. It’s a glimpse into a past 
when times were good. Instead, our 
memories only extend to the depths 
of colonization and the devastating 
impact it had on our people. Wheth-
er we know it or not, our words and 
actions reflect a story from the past.

Effects of Domestic Violence 
During Pregnancy

In 2014, Michigan State Univer-
sity professors studied and linked 
the abuse of pregnant women to 
symptoms of trauma in their chil-
dren. Professors concluded that 
stress hormones released during 
pregnancy also increase stress hor-
mones within the fetus. Some of the 
symptoms exhibited by the newborn 
baby included nightmares, startling 
easily and sensitivity to loud noises/ 
bright lights.

The Impact of Domestic  
Violence on Children

Children and adolescents exposure 
to domestic violence or even the threat 
of violence/abuse has been linked to an 
increased risk of psychological, social, 
emotional and behavioral problems. 
Violence includes physical aggression 
or assault as well as emotional abuse 
such as humiliation, intimidation, 
controlling actions and  isolation from 
family and friends. Exposure does not 
require directly witnessing violence, 
because children often experience the 
harms associated with an awareness 
of violence.

According to Promising Futures, 
Best Practices for Serving Children, 
Youth and Parents Experiencing Do-
mestic Violence, effects of exposure 
to domestic violence on children can 
include:

• Believing the abuse is their fault

• Turning against mother or 
father or having ambivalent 
feelings about both parents

• Feeling that they are alone, that 
there is no one who understands 
them

• Being afraid to talk about the 
abuse or express their feelings

• Developing negative core beliefs 
about themselves and others

• Developing unhealthy coping 
and survival reactions, such 
as mental health or behavior 
problems

• Believing that the world is a 
dangerous and unpredictable 
place

• Being isolated from people who 
might find out about the abuse 
or offer help

In a case study of children ex-
posed to violence, nearly half (46%) 
involved a parent/caregiver that was 
a victim of Intimate Partner Violence 
(IPV). These caregivers/parents had 
few social supports (39%); had men-
tal health issues (27%); alcohol (21%) 
and drug abuse (17%); a perpetrator 
of IPV (13%); had physical health is-
sues (10%); a history of foster care/
group home (8%) and cognitive im-
pairment (6%). 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
and Historical PTSD

“Post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) is a mental health condi-
tion that's triggered by a terrifying 
event — either experiencing it or 
witnessing it. Symptoms may in-
clude flashbacks, nightmares and 
severe anxiety, as well as uncon-
trollable thoughts about the event.” 
Children six years old and younger, 
may re-enact the traumatic event 

through play and/or experience  
frightening dreams.

Sadly, Native American juveniles 
experience post-traumatic stress dis-
order (PTSD) at a rate of 22% — the 
same rate as combat veterans and 
triple the rate of the general popula-
tion. This is due to Native children 
being “polyvictimized” experiencing 
several forms of violence including 
sexual abuse, physical abuse, do-
mestic violence, child maltreatment, 
and community violence. The risk of 
posttraumatic injuries, medical and 
behavioral disorders are increased 
by up to tenfold and their ability to 
thrive is severely compromised.

Four types of symptoms include: 
intrusive memories, avoidance, neg-
ative changes in mood and thinking, 
and changes in physical and/or emo-
tional reactions. Native American 
children may experience:

• negative thoughts about oneself 
and others

• viewing the world as dangerous 

• hopelessness about the future

• difficulty maintaining 
relationships 

• difficulty experiencing positive 
emotion

• overwhelming feelings of guilt or 
shame

• self-destructive behavior

• irritability, angry outbursts or 
aggressive behavior

If you or the children in your life 
have disturbing thoughts and feel-
ings about a traumatic event, or if 
you feel you're having trouble get-
ting your life back under control, a 
medical or behavioral health care 
provider can help. Getting treatment 
as soon as possible can help prevent 
PTSD symptoms from getting worse. 
Children may also benefit from coun-
seling or other types of mental health 
therapy. 

Traditional Healing 
We were once forbidden to use our 

traditional methods of healing so it’s 
been a long road for Native peoples to 
reclaim our traditions, cultures and 
spiritual identity. The revitalization 
of our cultures and spirituality is so 
important. 

Recovering from the loss of hu-
man life, ancestral lands, cultural 
and spiritual identity requires heal-
ing traditions and ceremonies. Our 
ceremonies promote wellness by ac-
knowledging the interrelatedness of 
Spirit, the Creator and the Universe. 
Our community gatherings provide 
an opportunity for traditional heal-
ers and storytellers to use prayer, 
drumming, songs and sacred objects 
to restore and renew a sense of hope 
and pride. Without these fundamen-
tal traditions, the journey to healing 
and recovery is made more difficult.

When Medicine is Needed,  
Help Is Available

If you are a parent in an abusive 
relationship or if you experienced do-
mestic violence growing up, Strong-
Hearts Native Helpline is a 24/7 
culturally-appropriate domestic, 
dating and sexual violence helpline 
for Native Americans and Alaska 
Natives, available by calling or tex-
ting 1-844-762-8483 or clicking on 
the chat icon on Strongheartshelp-
line.org. StrongHearts advocates can 
help you with safety planning and 
parenting skills.

StrongHearts Native Helpline is 
a project of the National Indigenous 
Women’s Resource Center and the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline. 

Additional Resources
National Suicide Prevention Life-

line 1-800-273-TALK (1-800-273-
8255) tallchIeF 

–from Page 1
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The Tallchief mansion will be renovated and made into a community space, at the design of 
the Osage Nation and the Tallchief family.

tion and the Tallchief family currently 
have split ownership. 

On June 15, Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear issued a state of emer-
gency for the home due to structural 
concerns, according to the release. The 
order allowed for the Nation’s Property 
Improvement Funds to be spent on sta-
bilizing and protecting the home from 
the elements. This would explain the 
blue wrap that currently encases the 
home, which had many Fairfax resi-
dents wondering what was happening 
with the mansion. 

According to the release, Congress-
woman Pam Shaw filed a bill for 
$300,000 to help pay for architectural 
and engineering improvements. Tul-
sa-based company Builders Unlimited, 
Inc. has been hired for the renova-

tion work, under the direction of Ca-
sey Johnson, the Nation’s Director  
of Operations. 

It is unknown as to what plans the 
Nation has for the home, whether they 
intend to restore it to its former glory 
or make it into an interpretive center 
or museum. Whatever the plans, the 
community is ready for it. 

“The Osage Nation is proud of the 
incredible accomplishments made by 
Maria and Marjorie Tallchief through-
out their incomparable ballet careers,” 
said Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear. “The restoration of the Tallchief 
Mansion into a community space is a 
way to honor their legacies, preserve 
our history, and inspire young people 
to dream big.”

Follow the Osage News on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter for news on this 
developing story.

Photos by CODY HAMMER 

Osage News

Billie Ponca, Osage, 
rides in a 1920s car 
on the set of “Killers of 
the Flower Moon,” in 
Fairfax on July 23. 

Drew Tiger, Osage, on 
the set of “Killers of 
the Flower Moon.”



osagenews.org August 2021 15Community

Wahzhazhe

Dressing for Duck
1 chopped onion, 1 cup stale bread crumbs, 1 cup cracker 

crumbs; ½ cup corn bread crumbs; ½ tsp. each of salt, pepper 
and sage and celery salt. Add drippings and 1 cup boiling water, 
then beat in three eggs, one at a time, 1 cup chopped celery or 
chestnuts may be added if desired.

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

AUGUST
August 7

Canning Class
Fairfax Language Center
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
(918) 287-5482
Jaime.clark@osagenation-
nsn.gov

August 9
Osage Minerals Council 
Public Auction
10 a.m.
OMC Chambers
813 Grandview Ave.
Pawhuska, OK

August 9
Osage Minerals Council 
TERA Presentation via 
Zoom
7 p.m.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89711552325?pwd=L
3BkSVozK2FSeXlKbVg3Yl
FSR3FzQT09
Meeting ID: 897 1155 2325
Passcode: 5Lqid6

August 9-13
Culture and Drugs Don’t 
Mix
Hominy Village 
Community Building
3-5 p.m.
Contact Mary Hammer at 
(918) 270-0197 for more 
information.

August 21
Canning Class
Hominy Village

Community Building
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
(918) 287-5482
Jaime.clark@osagenation-
nsn.gov

SEPTEMBER
September 6

Labor Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

September 11
Harvest Moon 5K Race
Pawhuska, OK
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5482.

September 30
Osage Nation Energy 
Assistance 
Registration Deadline
(918) 287-5325
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
financial-assistance 

OCTOBER
October 2

Osage Nation 5K Buffalo 
Run
Registration begins at 6:45 
a.m.
5K & Fun Run start at 8 
a.m.
Pre-Registration ends 
Sept. 28
(918) 287-5525

October 11
Osage Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

NOVEMBER
November 11

Veterans Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

November 25 & 26
Thanksgiving Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

DECEMBER
December 23 & 24

Christmas Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

December 31
New Year’s Eve
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

• • •
Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage 
News, Attn.: Shannon  Shaw 
Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhus-
ka, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax 
to (918) 287-5563. Make sure 
to include event date, loca-
tion, email and web address 
(if applicable) and a phone 
number where someone can 
be contacted for validation, 
if necessary. Deadline for 
each subsequent issue of the 
Osage News is the 18th of ev-
ery month.

Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Clare Elizabeth Hokiahse 

Armstrong graduated with 
honors from The University 
of Notre Dame this May with 
a double degree in Sociology 
and Chinese. To complete her 
Chinese degree, she spent two 
semesters in China intensely 
studying both language and 
culture. To complete her So-
ciology degree, Clare wrote her 
senior thesis on the power of 
using commemoration to heal 
trauma from the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women 
Human Rights Epidemic. She 
is pleased that her thesis has 
been published in three re-
search journals. 

Clare (Wazhazhi Mitsexi), is 
a member of the deer clan from 
the Hominy District, is the 
daughter of Krista Iba-Arm-
strong and David Armstrong. 
She is the granddaughter of 
Priscilla Hokiahse Iba and 
Skip Iba and Anita and Tom 
Armstrong. Her Osage ances-
tors include her great-grand-
father Clarence Hokiahse and 
great-great-grandparents Lou-

ise and Jim Hokiahse. Clare 
is thankful to the Osage Na-
tion and its Higher Education 
Scholarship for helping her 
obtain her Bachelor of Arts. 
Clare was proud to wear her 
Osage Nation stole and the 
Notre Dame Native American 
Student Association’s club me-
dallion during the commence-
ment ceremony. Clare is now 
working for an NGO in Chi-
cago helping refugee children 
with social transitioning and 
coping after crisis.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Olivia 

Sage O’Daniel, a member of 
the Osage Nation who com-
pleted her high school grad-
uation requirements plus 19 
hours of college educate at the 
age of 17. Olivia will be attend-
ing the University of Central 
Oklahoma in the fall and will 
spend part of the semester in 
London. Olivia is the daugh-
ter of Jennifer O’Daniel and 
Adam O’Daniel and the grand-
daughter of Dr. Charles and 
Dana Chouteau and Jo and  
John Mann. 

Clare Elizabeth Hokiahse Armstrong

Olivia Sage O'Daniel

Jacob Dewayne Ballard

Happy Birthday!
Happy 9th Birthday Jacob 

Dewayne Ballard! We are all 
so proud of you.

Missouri performances for Wahzhazhe: An Osage 
Ballet canceled due to rising COVID-19 cases
Osage News

Citing health and safe-
ty concerns due to recent 
increases in COVID-19 re-
ported cases in Missouri, 
the August performances of 
“Wahzhazhe: An Osage Bal-
let” in Branson are canceled.

In a July 7 statement, the 
Osage Ballet announced on 
Facebook: “We regret that we 
have had to cancel Osage Bal-
let performances in Branson, 
MO due to Covid challenges 
and the spike in Covid cases 
in Missouri.”

Performances of “Wah-
zhazhe: An Osage Ballet” 
were scheduled Aug. 6-7 at 
the Mansion Theater. The 
Ballet is asking those who 
purchased tickets online to 

contact Mansion Theater for 
refunds. The theater can be 
reached at (417) 385-1118 
and the website is: www.
themansiontheatre.com 

On July 7, CNN reported 
“the U.S. government de-
ployed a COVID-19 surge 
team to provide public health 
support in southwest Mis-
souri, where the spread of 
the virus is filling up hospi-
tal beds again. The surge of 
COVID-19 cases is so high 
in the city of Springfield 
that the CoxHealth hospital 
system began transferring 
patients infected with the 
virus to other facilities to 
provide better staffing. Over 
the past week, the Missouri 
COVID-19 caseload came in 
second highest in the coun-

try, with 15.5 new cases per 
100,000 people daily, or 108 
cases per 100,000 people, 
according to Johns Hopkins 
University data published 
Sunday. Arkansas claimed 
the highest rate at 15.7 new 
cases per 100,000 people each 
day, the data shows.” accord-
ing to CNN.

Springfield is located along 
Interstate 44 approximately 
45 miles north of Branson.

“We look forward to re-
scheduling and will let you 
know as soon as we do! We 
sincerely appreciate all of 
your support,” the Ballet 
statement added.

Follow “Osage Ballet” and 
“Osage News” on Facebook 
for updates on upcoming and 
rescheduled performances.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Bryan Lane Cosby, summer youth worker at the ON Fitness Center in 
Pawhuska. 

Native American youth enjoy 
summer jobs through Osage 
Nation job program 
Krislynn Maker
Osage News  

The Osage Nation Summer 
Youth Program is winding 
down with many Native Amer-
ican youths happy with their 
job experience and their sum-
mer pay.

The jobs program, for ages 
15-20, offers many positions 
for students to branch out in 
and get an idea of what it’s 
like to work in various careers. 
Youth workers have found that 
their summer employment 
with the program has helped 
them pick a future career and 
guided them in school. The 
program also gives teenagers 
an opportunity to save money 
and give them something to do 
this summer.

“Most of the time we’ll clean 
and other times we’ll go in 
the back and do paperwork,” 
said Bryan Lane Cosby, sum-
mer youth worker at the ON 
Fitness Center in Pawhuska. 
“It’s really fun, they’re pretty 
lenient, I like talking to people 
and I get the opportunity to do 
that every day.”

Cosby wouldn’t trade de-
partments and work in a dif-
ferent position if given the 
opportunity. “I really like it 
here it’s pretty fun.”

Timothy Lookout, who over-
sees the Summer Youth Pro-
gram, says there are around 
150 summer youth workers 
this year. Employment started 
June 2 and will end on July 30, 
for a total of eight weeks.

The youth program employs 
students in Pawhuska, Hom-
iny, Fairfax, Barnsdall, Ski-
atook, McCord and Burbank. 
The students are placed in 
various businesses and enti-
ties in each town, regardless of 
whether it is owned by the Na-
tion. However, most worksites 

are with Osage Nation depart-
ments and programs. Almost 
every ON department helps in 
providing youth a professional 
environment, all while learn-
ing the job training. Some 
other locations, not within 
the Nation are Public Schools, 
Daycares, a newspaper and In-
surance Agency, just to name 
a few.

“The reasoning behind the 
program is to help educate 
Native youth on Financial Lit-
eracy, time management and 
learning new skills, that may 
help them in the future with 
employment,” Lookout said.

Bobbi Walker is assigned to 
work at the ON Welcome Cen-
ter in Pawhuska. She answers 
phones, keeps a content list for 
her coworkers. She says she 
likes her job.

“I like my position, I thought 
the daycare would be fun but 
after being here and I’ve ex-
perienced a lot of different 
things, it’s nice to know that 
we’re helping people out,”  
she said.

The youth program is housed 
within the ON Financial As-
sistance Department and 
Lookout has been the program 
coordinator for five years. The 
program helps a lot of kids and 
their future, he said.

Lookout said the program 
started around 1982 and was 
called the JTPA-Job Train-
ing Partnership Act under 
the Reagan administration. It 
evolved to the 477 program in 
October of 1997.

Each position has its own 
challenges and learning ex-
perience, Lookout said. Some 
youth return each year and ei-
ther stay toward the same po-
sition, learning more in-depth 
about their job, or may have 
an entirely new position and 
broaden their knowledge on 
the workforce in their area.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, 

please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon 
Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 
or send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the 

reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity 

and space.
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Duane Joseph Palmer
Hunsaker Wooten Funeral Home

Duane Joseph Palmer, of 
Maramec, Oklahoma was in 
Tulsa Wednesday evening 
when he departed this earth 
for eternal life with the Great 
Spirit in Heaven. He was only 
45 years young. Duane was 
deeply loved, and his lively 
spirit will be missed by his 
family and friends.

Duane was born in Pawnee, 
Oklahoma on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 1, 1975, to proud parents 
David Jerome Palmer and Ter-
ri Lynne (Summy) Palmer. He 
was a proud member of the 
Osage Nation (Eagle Clan and 
the Grayhorse District) also of 
Pawnee descent (Kitkehehah-
ki band). His Osage name is 
KI-HE-KAH-SHIN meaning 
Little Chief. Duane enjoyed 
the yearly dances at Gray-
horse in June followed by the 
dances at Pawnee in July.

He grew up in Maramec and 
obtained his education in Paw-
nee, graduating with the Class 
of 1994. Following graduation, 
he also attended Southwestern 
Indian Polytechnic Institute 
(SIPI) for a time.

He worked on the pipeline 

as a laborer for many years 
traveling around the country 
until his health started declin-
ing. His favorite home time 
included lots of cooking and 
being with his family. In his 
down time, he loved listening 
to all genres of music, playing 
video games, playing bones, 
and kickin’ it with his homies.

Duane leaves behind his 
children, Wazhozha Palm-
er, Kiana Vicenti, Brittney 
Vicenti, and Sequoia James; 
father David Palmer of Fair-
fax, brother Dustin (Renae) 
Palmer of Ralston, and sister 
Shelby (Tim) Exum of Jen-
nings; nieces and nephews, 
Sierra Palmer, Ashton Palm-
er, Thunder Palmer, Terrien 
Exum, Easton Exum, and Sim-

eon Exum; two grandchildren 
Noelle James, and Nassir D. 
Grant; a stepbrother Kenny 
Morgan; his devoted four leg 
companion Pistol; also many 
other friends, neighbors, and 
extended family members.

He was united in heaven 
with his mother Terri Palm-
er-Morgan, stepfather Joe 
Morgan, paternal grandpar-
ents Mert and Genevieve 
Moore, and maternal grand-
mother Anna Lee Serrato. 

Duane lied in state at the 
Grayhorse Chapel. Grave-
side Services were held on 
July 26, at the Ralston River-
side Cemetery with Coleman 
Americanhorse officiating. 
Interment followed. Pallbear-
ers were Tim Exum, Randy 
Starnes, Terrien Exum, Thun-
der Palmer, Aaron Clark, and  
Tommy Chapman.

Arrangements were under 
the care of Hunsaker Wooten 
Funeral Home of Fairfax. His 
online guestbook is available 
at www.hunsakerwootenfuner-
alhome.com.

If you were a friend, you 
knew how wild he was and 
one of his favorite colors was 
“green,” know what I mean. 

Billy Jack Swant
Submitted by Family

Billy Jack Swant, 85, passed 
away on July 9, 2021, at 
his home surrounded by his  
loving family. 

Bill was born on September 
13, 1935, in Skiatook, Oklaho-
ma. He graduated from Ski-
atook High School in 1953, 
where he lettered in basket-
ball and football. 

After high school, Bill joined 
the armed forces and decid-
ed to attend college after sev-
eral years of active duty. Bill 
graduated from Oklahoma 
State University with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in 1962. 
He then went back to active 
duty as an officer with the US 
Army and achieved the rank 
of Captain. He was stationed 
all over the United States and 
abroad, including Germany 
and Newfoundland. While he 
enjoyed the opportunities af-
forded to him by military life, 
Bill always had a soft spot for 
his hometown and returned 
to Skiatook in 1969, where he 
lived for the rest of his life. He 
continued to serve his coun-
try in the Army Reserves and 
went on to have a successful 

sales career in the oil and gas 
industry until his retirement.

While attending OSU, Bill 
met and married the love of his 
life, Patricia Gaile Waldroupe, 
on January 6, 1958. They had 
two children together and 
were married for 58 years. Bill 
was a devoted husband, a lov-
ing father, and always put his 
family first. 

Bill will also be remembered 
fondly as a good friend. He re-
mained in close contact with 
his friends throughout his life, 
many of whom he had known 
since kindergarten. Even into 
his eighties, Bill would spend 
almost every morning at the 

donut shop visiting and catch-
ing up with his friends. 

Bill enjoyed fishing and was 
an avid sports fan. He loved 
watching football, especially 
the OU Sooners and the Dallas 
Cowboys. Bill shared his pas-
sion for sports with his chil-
dren and if he wasn’t on the 
sideline coaching their teams, 
you could always find him in 
the stands cheering. 

Bill is preceded in death by 
his loving wife, Pat Swant and 
his brother, Donny Ray Swant.  

Bill is survived by his 
daughter, Susan Roberts and 
husband Rod; his son, Ste-
ven Swant and wife Pam; his 
grandchildren, Jennifer Don-
ley, Landon Swant and wife 
Bree, Sarah Stroud and hus-
band Cody, Katherine Shep-
herd and husband Weston, 
Rachel Pettinato and husband 
Joe, Evan Swant, and Jackson 
Swant; and his great-grand-
children, Maverick Swant, 
Liv Swant, Sam Stroud, and  
Grace Stroud.

The funeral service was held 
July 15, 2021 at Peters-Stumpff 
Chapel in Skiatook.

In lieu of flowers donations 
can be made to the First United 
Methodist Church in Skiatook.

Pamela (Weyl) Carter
Submitted by Family

Pamela (Weyl) Carter 
passed away Sunday, July 11, 
2021, at The Journey Home in 
Bartlesville, OK. She was 76 
years old.

Pam was born January 
23, 1945, in Pawhuska, the 
daughter of H.R. and Velma 
Madge (Soderstrom) Weyl. She 
grew up in the Burbank and 
Pawhuska area and attended 
Pawhuska Schools, with the 
exception of attending Monte 
Casino schools for two years. 
She graduated from Pawhuska 
High School in 1963.

Pam married Nelson Car-
ter in 1963 at Miami, Okla. 
From this marriage they had 
two sons, Nelson J. “Jay” Car-
ter, Jr., and Jeffery Wayne  
“Jeff” Carter.

The Carters moved to Cali-
fornia for a while where they 
had a very successful drag 
racing career. They moved 
back to Pawhuska in 1978. 
In 1980, Pam was appointed 
as the Pawhuska Tag Agent, 
retiring from that position in 
December of 2015. Her prede-
cessor remembers how great 
Pam was to her one of the 
most giving people she has 
ever known. Pam was involved 
in the Barnsdall Quilters and 
Homeland Quilters for Veter-
ans for many years until her 
death. For approximately 30 
years, she was also involved 
with the OCIB and Biker Park 
meets. She was very involved 
in politics and campaigning for 
her party’s candidate of choice. 

Pam was a devout member 
of the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church of Pawhuska, 
where she was involved with 
the Altar Society, Finance 
Committee, Church Choir and 
conducting tours of the Church. 
She was also a loyal member of 
Pawhuska Elks Lodge, where 
she held many offices, includ-
ing that of Past Exalted Ruler 

and current Lecturing Knight. 
She served as a Cook for the 
Pawhuska War Dance Com-
mittee for several Drumkeep-
ers. Pam was also a member of 
the Pawhuska PEO.

Those left behind are her 
sons, Jay Carter of the home; 
Jeff Carter and wife, Trish, 
of Oklahoma City; brother 
Gary Weyl and wife, Renee 
of Burbank; granddaughters 
Jayla Carter of Oklahoma 
City; Carley Viviani and hus-
band, Dante, of Piedmont, OK; 
great-grandson Enzo Vivi-
ani; nephews David Weyl and 
wife, Dana; and GR Carter 
and wife; Shaena; nieces Julia 
Weyl, Trona Carter and Trini 
Haddon and husband, Randy. 
Pam was preceded in death 
by her parents and nephew,  
Steve Weyl.

A rosary was recited July 13 
at the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church. Mass was 
offered July 14, also at Im-
maculate Conception. Father 
Sean Donovan officiated. In-
terment was in the Pawhuska 
City Cemetery.

In Lieu of Flowers, me-
morials may be made to the 
Immaculate Conception Cath-
olic Church, 1314 Lynn Ave., 
Pawhuska, OK 74056.

Duane Joseph Palmer

Billy Jack Swant

Pamela (Weyl) Carter

Cheryl Revard Reulin Frey
Submitted by Family

Cheryl Revard Reulin 
Frey, 64, passed away Tues-
day, July 13, 2021, at her 
home in Bell Gardens, Cal-
ifornia. She was born July 
15, 1941, in San Francisco, 
California, the daughter of 
Marvin Revard and Donna 
Reulien. 

She is survived by her 

three children, David 
Frey, Amber Scheerer, and 
Christly Loveland. Memo-
rial services were held July 
30, 2021, near her home in 
Bell Gardens, followed by 
a private disposition by the 
family. Arrangements were 
under the direction of Al-
len-English & Estrada Fu-
neral Services. 

All photos by CODY HAMMER 

Osage News

Director Martin Scors-
ese, and actors Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Jesse Ple-
mons discuss a scene on 
the set of “Killers of the 
Flower Moon,” in Fairfax 
on July 23. 

Actors Leonardo DiCap-
rio and Jesse Plemons 
prepare for a scene on the 
set of “Killers of the Flower 
Moon,” in Fairfax on July 
23. See more photos on 
page 9 and throughout 
this issue.
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/
application-form. Applicants 
are welcome to attach a re-
sume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that 
all applicants tentatively se-
lected for employment with 
the Osage Nation will be 
required to submit to a uri-
nalysis to screen for illegal 
drug use. Employment will 
be contingent upon drug test 
results. OSAGE\VETERAN\
INDIAN PREFERENCE IS 
CONSIDERED.  Verification 
of preference must be in-
cluded with application. For 
questions please contact the 
Osage Nation Employee Re-
cruitment Specialist at (918) 
287-9706.

Teacher Assistant – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Performs pa-
ra-professional educational 
work in planning, preparing, 
and implementing a WELA Pro-
gram for young children and 
their families. Assists the lead 
teacher in a cooperative and pro-
fessional manner. Drives school 
bus or assists as bus monitor 
daily.

Teacher – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. The Teacher is respon-
sible for performing educational 
work in planning, preparing, 
and implementing an education-
al program for young children 
and their families.

Teacher Assistant – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. Performs 
para-professional educational 
work in planning, preparing, 
and implementing a WELA Pro-
gram for young children and 
their families. Assists the lead 
teacher in a cooperative and pro-
fessional manner. Drives school 
bus or assists as bus monitor 
daily.

Midlevel Medical Practitioner 
– Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Midlevel Medical Practi-
tioner provides direct and com-
prehensive primary, preventive 
and therapeutic medical and 
nursing care while taking into 
consideration socio-economic, 
epidemiological and cultural in-
fluences.

Communicable Disease PHN – 
Pawhuska , regular full time. 
The primary purpose for this 
employee is to assist with 
COVID testing, COVID contact 
tracing and clinic-based COVID 
patient care and evaluation of 
suspected cases.

Law Enforcement Officer – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
An Osage Nation Tribal Police 
Officer is assigned to field duty, 
which consists of both routine 
and complex Law Enforcement 
responsibilities.  General func-
tions of the job include reporting 
and documentation; preserva-
tion of public safety, peace and 
security of the Osage Nation 
Reservation as well as providing 
assistance to other agencies as 
requested.

Center Manager – Fairfax, reg-
ular full time. The Center Man-
ager is a supervisory position 
responsible for carrying out 
quality operations at a center(s) 
as they relate to Performance 
Standards in Early Childhood 
Development, Health Services, 
Family and Community En-
gagement, Disabilities, Nutri-
tion and other areas.

Medical Laboratory Technolo-
gist – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. The Medical Laboratory 
Technologist has total respon-
sibility for organizing and pro-
viding diagnostic testing in the 
areas of chemistry, hematology, 
urinalysis, microbiology and 
blood bank/serology and main-
taining the laboratory program.

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship – Hominy, 
temporary full time. The Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed 
to provide Osage students with 
work experience in their chosen 
field of study. The program is 
designed to serve enrolled mem-
bers of the Osage Nation with a 
minimum of 61+ hours complet-
ed in an accredited college or 
university degree program. The 
intern program also accepts ap-
plications from students who are 
enrolled in their final 9 weeks of 
vocational technology programs. 
Applicants are required to carry 
a 2.5 or higher-grade point aver-
age in the semester previous to 
application. Please review the 
ONE Higher Scholarship Hand-

book for limitations and incen-
tives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers

BARTLESVILLE

Cage Supervisor – Bartlesville. 
Responsible for the overall effec-
tive and efficient coordination 
and supervision of the Cage De-
partment on shift and/or as as-
signed by the reporting senior.

Bartender – Bartlesville, regu-
lar full time. *ELIGIBLE FOR 
SIGN-ON BONUS* Under gen-
eral supervision of the Beverage 
Supervisor, maintain the bar 
area. Provides excellent custom-
er service in a timely manner. 
Prepare all drink orders, deliv-
ers and refills drink orders, and 
responds to quest questions and 
requests. Handle all payment 
transactions accurately.

Short Order Cook – Bartlesville, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* Under 
general supervision of the Food 
& Beverage Supervisor, main-
tains an efficient food operation 
by preparing hot and cold food 
items in accordance with pro-
duction requirements, recipes 
and established safety policies 
and procedures.  

PONCA CITY

Guest Service Representative 
– Ponca City, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
providing casino visitors with 
maximum guest satisfaction.

Armed Security Officer – Ponca 
City, regular full time. *ELI-
GIBLE FOR BONUS* Protects 
company assets and provides a 
safe environment for employees 
and guests. This position re-
quires a welcoming disposition 
and both strong communication 
and interactive skills, as this is 
the first Osage Casino Employ-
ee to greet visitors and answer 
phones.   To perform this job 
successfully, an individual must 
be able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

Restaurant Server – Ponca City, 
regular part time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR BONUS*This position is 
responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

Shift Supervisor – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for the overall effective and ef-
ficient supervision of all casino 
floor shift operations as assigned 
by the reporting senior.   

Food and Beverage Supervisor 
– Ponca City, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of 
the Food and Beverage Man-
ager, manages day-to-day su-
pervision of food and beverage 
operations which includes point 
of sale transactions, quality, 
guest satisfaction, and invento-
ry of stock.

Security Officer – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

SAND SPRINGS

Security Officer – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

Main Bank Cashier – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. *EL-
IGIBLE FOR BONUS* Respon-
sible for distributing banks to 
internal guests of internal de-
partments as well as dropping 
these banks with accuracy.  Pro-
tects company assets issued to 
them while dealing with guests, 
in an efficient and courteous 
manner.

Short Order Cook – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. *ELI-
GIBLE FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* 
Under general supervision of 
the Food & Beverage Supervi-
sor, maintains an efficient food 
operation by preparing hot and 
cold food items in accordance 
with production requirements, 
recipes and established safety 
policies and procedures.  

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR SIGN ON BONUS* Under 
direct supervision of the EVS 

Supervisor, the EVS Attendant 
is responsible for cleanliness of 
all property public areas both 
inside and outside the casino. 
Responsibilities include vacu-
uming, mopping, window wash-
ing, restroom cleaning, trash 
removal, office cleaning, back 
of house area cleaning, exteri-
or cleaning of electronic games, 
re-stocking supply shelves, and 
completes other duties as as-
signed.

Armed Security Officer – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. *EL-
GIBLE FOR SIGN ON BONUS* 
Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment 
for employees and guests. This 
position requires a welcoming 
disposition and both strong 
communication and interactive 
skills, as this is the first Osage 
Casino Employee to greet vis-
itors and answer phones.   To 
perform this job successfully, an 
individual must be able to per-
form each essential job duty sat-
isfactorily.

Restaurant Server – Sand 
Springs, regular part time. *ELI-
GIBLE FOR SIGN ON BONUS* 
This position is responsible for 
taking orders and serving food, 
alcoholic and/or non-alcoholic 
beverages. Responsible for prop-
er settlement of all transactions 
at point of sale. Responsible for 
providing friendly and profes-
sional service to every guest en-
countered.

Casino Services Agent – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. *ELI-
GIBLE FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* 
Responsible for distributing 
money to gaming guests via 
check cashing, credit card ad-
vances, conversion of chips and 
coins, and gaming tickets into 
currency. Responsible for pro-
viding support and service to 
club members and other casi-
no visitors to ensure maximum 
guest satisfaction. Responsible 
for promoting the success of the 
Club Osage, by assisting guests 
through the membership pro-
cess, and explaining the benefits 
of membership and details of 
on-going promotions and events. 
Protects company assets while 
dealing with the public in an ef-
ficient and courteous manner

Inventory Control Clerk – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for accurately track-
ing inventory of materials and 
assets and researches discrep-
ancies in inventories. Maintains 
records of materials in inven-
tory. Monitors reorder points 
and initiates action to replenish 
stock. Provides effective and 
efficient management of all In-
ventory operations as assigned 
by the finance and warehouse 
management.   

Cocktail Server – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* This 
position is responsible for taking 
orders and serving alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for providing friendly 
and professional service to every 
guest encountered.

Surveillance Officer -Sand 
Springs, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for pro-
tecting all Osage Casino assets 
and maintaining the integrity 
of gaming in the Osage Casinos 
utilizing all Surveillance equip-
ment and floor observations. 
This employee sole responsibili-
ty is to observe and report.  The 
Employee must perform all du-
ties in accordance with the in-
ternal policies, procedures, and 
controls, as well, as applicable 
laws and gaming regulations.

SKIATOOK 

Short Order Cook – Skiatook, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* Under 
general supervision of the Food 
& Beverage Supervisor, main-
tains an efficient food operation 
by preparing hot and cold food 
items in accordance with pro-
duction requirements, recipes 
and established safety policies 
and procedures.  

Cage Supervisor – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for the overall effective and ef-
ficient coordination and supervi-
sion of the Cage Department on 
shift and/or as assigned by the 
reporting senior.

Food and Beverage Supervisor – 
Skiatook, regular full time. Un-
der general supervision of the 
Food and Beverage Manager, 
manages day-to-day supervision 
of food and beverage operations 
which includes point of sale 
transactions, quality, guest sat-
isfaction, and inventory of stock.

Restaurant Server – Skiatook, 
regular part time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR BONUS* This position is 
responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

C-Store Cashier – Skiatook, reg-
ular full time. *ELIGIBLE FOR 
SIGN-ON BONUS* Under di-
rect supervision of the C-Store 
Supervisor. Provides excellent 
customer service for all internal 
and external customers. Sells 
and services customers by uti-
lizing knowledge of company 
products.

EVS Attendant – Skiatook, reg-
ular full time. *ELIGIBLE FOR 
SIGN-ON BONUS* Under di-
rect supervision of the EVS Su-
pervisor, the EVS Attendant is 
responsible for cleanliness of all 
property public areas both inside 
and outside the casino. Respon-
sibilities include vacuuming, 
mopping, window washing, re-
stroom cleaning, trash removal, 
office cleaning, back of house 
area cleaning, exterior cleaning 
of electronic games, re-stocking 
supply shelves, and completes 
other duties as assigned.

TULSA

Dishwasher – Tulsa, regular full 
time. *ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN-
ON BONUS* Under general 
supervision of the Food and Bev-
erage Manager, washes and san-
itizes all equipment and utensils 
used in food preparation.

Regulatory Compliance Special-
ist – Tulsa, regular full time. 
Responsible for properly per-
forming activities related to the 
regulatory compliance functions 
as assigned.   This list of duties 
and responsibilities is illustra-
tive only of the tasks performed 
by this position and is not all-in-
clusive.

Production Technician – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Manages and 
oversees the day-to-day produc-
tion support activities within 
the Entertainment Department. 
Acts as the primary point of con-
tact for both internal and exter-
nal customers/ suppliers. Assists 
and represents the department 
in communicating with custom-
ers/suppliers.  Handles multiple 
incoming issues and concerns 
addressed to the Entertainment 
Manager as they arise. Respon-
sible for arranging, scheduling, 
coordinating, implementing and 
completing all production work 
as assigned to ensure efficient 
and effective department sup-
port.  Assists Entertainment 
Manager with other related as-
signments.

Media Coordinator – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Assists and 
supports the Media depart-
ment with the planning of me-
dia budget, assistance of media 
buys, maintaining departmental 
plans and coordinating various 
marketing functions.  

Cocktail Server – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. *ELIGIBLE FOR 
SIGN-ON BONUS* This posi-
tion is responsible for taking or-
ders and serving alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for providing friendly 
and professional service to every 
guest encountered.

Warehouse Clerk – Tulsa, reg-
ular full time. Responsible for 
organizing, storing, retrieving, 
destroying and mapping ac-
counting documents for all prop-
erties.  Delivers mail, interoffice 
mail, packages, documents, etc. 
to Osage Casino properties and 
other destinations as assigned.

Food and Beverage Supervisor 
Longbow – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Under general supervi-
sion of the Food and Beverage 
Manager, manages day-to-day 
supervision of food and beverage 
operations which includes point 
of sale transactions, quality, 
guest satisfaction, and invento-
ry of stock.

Maintenance Technician – Tul-
sa, regular full time. This po-
sition is responsible for the 
overall maintenance, plumbing, 
and electrical components of the 
building and grounds.

Table Games Supervisor – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Responsi-
ble for the overall effective and 
efficient supervision of all Table 
Games  shift operations as as-
signed by the reporting senior 
including, but not limited to: 
providing leadership to assigned 
staff, ensuring effective inter-
nal and external communica-

tions, exercising appropriate 
judgment and decision-making 
skills, and ensuring that all de-
partmental and staff activities 
are monitored and performed 
as efficiently and effectively as 
possible.  Ensures assigned staff 
operate in compliance with ap-
plicable internal policies and 
procedures, gaming regulations, 
and external agency require-
ments.

Accounts Payable Clerk – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Respon-
sible for properly performing 
financial activities related to 
accounts payable or accounts 
receivable functions in a timely 
manner as assigned.   This list 
of duties and responsibilities 
is illustrative only of the tasks 
performed by this position and 
is not all-inclusive.

Cage Supervisor – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. Responsible for the 
overall effective and efficient 
coordination and supervision of 
the Cage Department on shift 
and/or as assigned by the report-
ing senior.

Armed Security Officer – Tul-
sa, regular full time. *ELIGI-
BLE FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* 
Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment 
for employees and guests. This 
position requires a welcoming 
disposition and both strong 
communication and interactive 
skills, as this is the first Osage 
Casino Employee to greet vis-
itors and answer phones.   To 
perform this job successfully, an 
individual must be able to per-
form each essential job duty sat-
isfactorily.

Security Officer – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. *ELIGIBLE FOR 
BONUS* Protects company as-
sets and provides a safe environ-
ment for employees and guests. 
To perform this job successfully, 
an individual must be able to 
perform each essential job duty 
satisfactorily.

Casino Services Agent - Tulsa, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* Re-
sponsible for distributing money 
to gaming guests via check cash-
ing, credit card advances, con-
version of chips and coins, and 
gaming tickets into currency. 
Responsible for providing sup-
port and service to club mem-
bers and other casino visitors to 
ensure maximum guest satisfac-
tion. Responsible for promoting 
the success of the Club Osage, 
by assisting guests through the 
membership process, and ex-
plaining the benefits of mem-
bership and details of on-going 
promotions and events. Protects 
company assets while dealing 
with the public in an efficient 
and courteous manner. 

Short Order Cook – Thunder 
Bar & Grill – Tulsa, regular full 
time. *ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN-
ON BONUS* Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and es-
tablished safety policies and 
procedures.

EVS Attendant – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Under direct supervi-
sion of the EVS Supervisor, the 
EVS Attendant is responsible 
for cleanliness of all property 
public areas both inside and 
outside the casino. Responsibil-
ities include vacuuming, mop-
ping, window washing, restroom 
cleaning, trash removal, office 
cleaning, back of house area 
cleaning, exterior cleaning of 
electronic games, re-stocking 
supply shelves, and completes 
other duties. 

Line Cook – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Under general supervision 
of the Sous Chef, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring, prepping hot and cold 
food items in accordance with 
production requirements, reci-
pes and established safety pol-
icies and procedures. This list 
of duties and responsibilities 
is illustrative only of the tasks 
performed by this position and 
is not all-inclusive.

EVS Supervisor – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Under general direc-
tion of the designated property 
manager, the EVS Supervisor 
oversees and coordinates the 
daily activities of the EVS At-
tendants to ensure cleanliness 
of operations gaming floor, prop-
erty venues, and public areas.

Shift Supervisor – Tulsa, regu-

See classIFIeds
—Continued  on Page 18
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lar full time. Responsible for the overall 
effective and efficient supervision of all 
casino floor shift operations as assigned 
by the reporting senior.   

Short Order Cook – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Under general supervision of the 
Food & Beverage Supervisor, maintains 
an efficient food operation by preparing 
hot and cold food items in accordance 
with production requirements, recipes 
and established safety policies and pro-
cedures.

Main Bank Cashier – Tulsa, regular full 
time. *ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN-ON BO-
NUS* Responsible for distributing banks 
to internal guests of internal depart-
ments as well as dropping these banks 
with accuracy.  Protects company assets 
issued to them while dealing with guests, 
in an efficient and courteous manner.   

Case Manager – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Responsible for the overall effec-
tive and efficient management of Cage 
Department operations which includes 
the responsibilities of Club Osage at the 
property level. Motivating the team, in-
cluding canvassing of the casino floor 
for the purpose of meeting, greeting and 
welcoming guests. Providing excellence 
in guest service with a positive attitude. 
Provide leadership to assigned staff, en-
suring effective internal and external 
communications, exercising appropriate 
judgment and decision making skills.

Line Cook – Tulsa, regular full time. 
*ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* 
Under general supervision of the Sous 
Chef, maintains an efficient food opera-
tion by preparing, prepping hot and cold 
food items in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and established 
safety policies and procedures.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must be respectful and informa-
tive to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

ful story,” she wrote. “I should have 
reached out to the Osage Nation be-
fore even attempting to present art 
regarding your history. I want to 
directly apologize to the Osage peo-
ple for this failure to seek proper 
understanding and counsel before at-
tempting to share art regarding your 
history. I sincerely apologize.”

In the initial posting about the ex-
hibit on the gallery’s Instagram page, 
director Martin Scorsese and actors 
Leonardo DiCaprio and Robert De 
Niro were tagged. All three are asso-
ciated with the upcoming film. Osage 
Indian Murders and Killers of the 
Flower Moon were hashtagged.

Controversial pasts
Both Daugherty and Wright have 

seen their fair share of controversy. 
Daugherty and her husband John 
both plead no contest to promptly 
report child sex abuse in 2013 when 
a 13-year-old girl who went to their 
church reported one of the staff mem-
bers raped her. At the time they were 
senior high youth pastors at Victory 
Christian in Tulsa. They were sen-
tenced to five years’ probation. They 
also had to create a written policy on 
reporting future abuse immediately 
and share that plan with at least 20 
other churches or organizations that 
are in charge of children, according 
to a News on 6 article.

Wright dropped out of the 2020 
Tulsa mayoral race after a local Tulsa 
artist accused him of sexual assault. 
The woman held a press conference 
and read a statement about the night 
Wright allegedly assaulted her. Ac-
cording to a KJRH article, Wright 
acknowledged her accusations and 
said he was “roofied” the night of the 
alleged assault. He later walked back 
his comments and denied the allega-
tions, but not after some former col-
leagues agreed with the women and 
spoke out against Wright on their so-
cial media pages.

Osage artists speak out
Prominent Osage artists post-

ed on the Black Wall Street Gal-
lery’s initial Instagram posts about 
the exhibit. All posts pertaining 
to the exhibit on Instagram, and 
videos on YouTube, have been  
taken down.

Anita Fields, 2021 NEA National 
Heritage Fellow: “As an Osage wom-
an and artist I am saddened by the 
misuse of our symbols, I’m referring 
to the symbol on the vase. There 
are certain areas that are off-lim-
its to one who doesn’t belong to our 
culture. I have watched the video 
about the paintings, and though 
there is an apology at the beginning 
about mispronouncing the name of 
Mollie Burkhart, calling her Mol-
lie Burkett over and over lessens 
her existence and the tragedy of 
her life. As an artist, I am totally 
open to the expressions one makes, 
but careful examination of others 
history and culture should always  
be considered.”

Ryan RedCorn, Owner Buffalo 
Nickel Creative and member of the 
1491s: “While I appreciate this gal-
lery’s mission and I can’t talk for 
the entire Osage community, I can’t 
help but feel these paintings should 
come with more artist explanation 
of what the intent was here to cre-
ate dialogue and what that conver-
sation is shaped liked. As an Osage 
whose art studio is one block from 
the film set and also a descendant of 

a victim of this time period, I’m not 
sure what that conversation is. To be 
clear I’m not talking about technical 
merit. The paintings in that regard 
are sound. But there are symbols in 
some of these paintings that warrant 
conversation.”

Addie Roanhorse, Big Rain Gal-
lery and Roanhorse Designs: “As an 
Osage Woman and artist I am hurt 
by seeing this misrepresentation of 
my people created by a non-Native. 
Have you no respect? Take this show 
DOWN.”

Dr. Jessica Moore Harjo, Weomepe 
Designs: “As an Osage woman and 
artist I cannot believe this is a work 
on display at this moment. I try to 
see the good, I tried to watch the 
YouTube explanation but after about 
5 minutes of mispronouncing Mollie 
Burkhart’s name and saying that 
this woman was your inspiration- 
screams out as you did not do your 
research. Don’t apologize if you used 
the dream catcher and the spider 
symbol in the wrong way…. Find out 
if you should even be using them in 
the first place.

“As a college professor in fine arts, 
this work of art is in need of several 
rounds of critique before it should be 
on public display. I am offended that 
there is a lack of knowledge about 
the Osage women in this story, the 
“pan-Indian” “symbols” being used 
in a mascotry display is distasteful. 
On top of that, we are fighting the 
exploitation of our Native women  
every day.

“Missed the mark completely. 
Please let this be a learning moment 
for anyone who is interested in work-
ing with communities not of your 
own. Please communicate and make 
sure what you are doing to represent 
a tribe of people, who’ve been exploit-
ed in this story itself, is appropriate. 
That’s all we ask.

“If the artist is from Tulsa and 
living in Osage county which is the 
Osage reservation, she has no ex-
cuse not to do the background work 
and meet with Osage artists and 
families to ensure that this work is  
culturally appropriate.”

Apology
Wright has been responsive to ques-

tions from Osage tribal members on 
the Black Wall Street Gallery’s Insta-
gram page following his apology. He 
explained neither he nor Daugherty 
were taught the history of the Reign 
of Terror and wanted to continue an 
honest and open dialogue with the 
Osage people as a way to “heal, unite,  
and love.”

“An Osage person raised a great 
point that really hit home and made 
us fully aware of our mistakes: How 
would black people feel if a non-black 
person painted Breonna Taylor in 
nudity as a way to immortalize her 
just because the artist had an emo-
tional response to her tragic death?” 
he wrote. “Speaking for myself, it 
would certainly make me uncom-
fortable. This realization was very 
helpful for me and now I complete-
ly understand why the Osage people 
were upset about it.”

aPOlOgy 
–from Page 8

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Hundreds of extras were used for the film, “Killers of the Flower Moon,” including Daposka 
Ahnkodapi Superintendent Patrick Martin, far right.
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