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Pawhuska District Drumkeeper Cole Burris and his family gave away 11 Osage Wedding Coats on June 24, 2021. His family "Paid for the Drum" on Thursday of the Pawhuska Inlonshka.

PayingPaying  for thefor the  DrumDrum
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Pawhuska District's 
new Drumkeeper Cole Burris 
and his family "Paid for the 
Drum" on Thursday, June 24, 
2021, of the Pawhuska Inlon-
shka. Paying for the Drum is 
a special event that only hap-
pens every 5-7 years. It's when 
a new Drumkeeper "pays" the 
former Drumkeeper for the 
honor of being selected to take 
care of the Inlonshka drum for 
their district. 

The Burris Family gave 
away 11 Osage Wedding 
Coats and two horses, as well 
as blankets to every mem-
ber of their dance committee. 
The family members began 
preparing around noon and 
walked in a procession to the 
arbor at 2 p.m. The event last-
ed an hour and a half before  
dancing commenced.

Osage Wedding Coats are 
made by the family of the 
Drumkeeper, or members of 
their district who want to help 
the new Drumkeeper pay for 
the drum. The Osage wed-
ding coat stems from the early 
1900s when Osage delegations 
visited Washington, D.C. 

“Some of the most prized 
gifts given to visiting delega-
tions were the U.S. military 
coats and hats, which even-
tually became known as chief 
coats. Osage men were much 
taller and more statured than 
the American military offi-
cers, so the coats were far too 
demure for them to wear. The 
chiefs ended up taking the 
coats home and giving them 
to their daughters,” accord-
ing to Daniel Swan and Jim 
Cooley’s book, “A Giving Heri-
tage: Wedding Clothes and the 
Osage Community.”

Pawhuska District 
Drumkeeper Cole 
Burris and his family 
gave away 11 Osage 
Wedding Coats on 
June 24, 2021. His 
family "Paid for the 
Drum" on Thursday 
of the Pawhuska In-
lonshka. In the photo 
on the right, they are 
making their way to 
the Pawhuska dance 
arbor in a procession. 

ABOVE: The new Pawhuska District 
Drumkeeper Cole Burris on June 
24, 2021. His family "Paid for the 
Drum" on Thursday of the Pawhus-
ka Inlonshka. 

LEFT: Pawhuska District Drum-
keeper Cole Burris and his fami-
ly gave away 11 Osage Wedding 
Coats on June 24, 2021. His family 
"Paid for the Drum" on Thursday of 
the Pawhuska Inlonshka.

A woman receives help with her Osage yarn 
belt on June 24, 2021. She wore a wedding coat 
for the Burris Family so they could "Pay for the 
Drum" on Thursday of the Pawhuska Inlonshka.

Pawhuska District Drumkeeper Cole Burris and 
his family gave away 11 Osage Wedding Coats 
on June 24, 2021. His family "Paid for the Drum" 
on Thursday of the Pawhuska Inlonshka.

Osage women of the Pawhuska District came 
together to help the Burris Family get ready as 
they prepared to "Pay for the Drum" on June 24, 
2021.
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The Drumkeeper’s family walk in the procession to the 
Pawhuska dance arbor on June 24, 2021. 

The new Pawhuska Drumkeeper Cole Burris, followed by 
girls and women in Osage Wedding Coats, leads a proces-
sion to the Pawhuska Dance arbor on June 24, 2021. 

Sean McGuire and his son Hagen handle the two horses 
Pawhuska Drumkeeper Cole Burris gave away to the former 
Drumkeeper Berbon Hamilton on June 24, 2021.

Lilianna Guillen waits before the procession to the Pawhuska dance ar-
bor on Thursday of Pawhuska Inlonshka, June 24, 2021. 

Ross Shimonek, his wife Shelby, his mother Tonya DeRoin 
and his son before the procession to the Pawhuska dance 
arbor on Thursday of Pawhuska Inlonshka, June 24, 2021. 

Henry Smith and his two daughters before the pro-
cession to the Pawhuska dance arbor on Thursday 
of Pawhuska Inlonshka, June 24, 2021. 

Osage Nation Congresswoman 
Jodie Revard and Tonya DeRo-
in before the procession to the 
Pawhuska Dance arbor to begin.

Jamison Cass and Erin Casoose before 
the procession to the Pawhuska dance 
arbor on Thursday of Pawhuska Inlon-
shka, June 24, 2021. 

Trey Burris, his wife and daughter before the procession to 
the Pawhuska dance arbor on Thursday of Pawhuska Inlon-
shka, June 24, 2021. 

An Osage girl gets help with her wedding 
coat before the Burris Family paid for the 
drum on Thursday of Pawhuska Inlonshka, 
June 24, 2021. 

The Pawhuska Drumkeeper’s parents and grand-
parents walk in the procession to the Pawhuska 
dance arbor on June 24, 2021. 

The Drumkeeper’s father, Stephen Burris, helps a 
boy with his Osage clothes before the procession to 
the Pawhuska dance arbor on Thursday of Pawhus-
ka Inlonshka, June 24, 2021. 

Braxton Redeagle, his 
wife Lauren and son Bron-
son before the procession 
to the Pawhuska dance 
arbor. 

The Drumkeeper’s family walk in the procession to 
the Pawhuska dance arbor on June 24, 2021.

Malissa Nuspl gets help with her wedding coat from the women in 
her family before the Burris Family paid for the drum on Thursday of 
Pawhuska Inlonshka, June 24, 2021. 

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News
An Osage girl gets help with her wedding coat before the Bur-
ris Family paid for the drum on Thursday of Pawhuska Inlon-
shka, June 24, 2021. 

Leigha Easley in an Osage Wedding Coat waits for 
the procession to the Pawhuska Dance arbor to 
begin.

Pawhuska Drumkeeper Cole Burris puts on his Osage clothes 
before the procession to the Pawhuska dance arbor on 
Thursday of Pawhuska Inlonshka, June 24, 2021. 

Osage girls and women in wedding coats and the Drum-
keeper’s parents walk in a procession to the Pawhuska dance 
arbor on June 24, 2021.  

Men of the Burris Family walk in the procession to the 
Pawhuska dance arbor on June 24, 2021. 

𐓷𐓘𐓸𐓘𐓤𐓪𐓧𐓣 ͘ (Pawhuska)
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National Endowment for the Arts 
names Anita Fields as 2021 NEA 
National Heritage Fellow
Osage News

Anita Fields, Osage multi-
disciplinary artist who primar-
ily works in clay and textiles, 
has been named as a 2021 
NEA National Heritage Fel-
low. The highest honor in the 
folk and traditional arts.

The National Endowment 
for the Arts has honored the 
rich, artistic heritage of Amer-
ica through the NEA Nation-
al Heritage Fellowships since 
1982. The fellowship includes 
an award of $25,000 to each 
of the nine recipients, who 
will be featured in a film that 
will debut on Nov. 17, 2021,  
on arts.gov.

“The diverse art forms of 
the National Heritage Fel-
lows allow us to experience 
and appreciate the rich cul-
tural traditions that make up 
America,” said Ann Eilers, act-
ing chairman for the National 
Endowment for the Arts in a 
news release. “It is inspiring 
how these artistic practices 
continue the legacy of genera-
tions past, while blending con-
temporary elements as they 
continue into the future.”

The 2021 NEA National 
Heritage Fellows are: 

• Cedric Burnside, Hill 
Country Blues Musician 
from Ashland, Mississippi 
A blues guitarist, 
drummer, singer, and 
songwriter, Burnside tells 
the story of the Black 
American experience from 
the heart of the North 
Mississippi Hill Country.

• Tagumpay De Leon, 
Rondalla Musician from 
Burbank, California 
A master teacher and 
performer of rondalla, 
the traditional Spanish-
influenced music from 
the Philippines, De Leon 
promotes the tradition 
to uplift the heritage of 
the Filipinx diasporic 
community.

• Anita Fields (Osage), 
Osage Ribbon Worker from 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.  
A multidisciplinary 
artist who maintains 
longstanding Osage 
ribbon work practices 
while creating her own 
contemporary designs, 

Fields aims to dispel 
myths and stereotypes 
surrounding Native people 
through her work with 
clay and textiles.

• Los Lobos, Mexican-
American Band from Los 
Angeles, California.  
A Mexican-American 
music band influenced 
by the deep and soulful 
Mexican and Latin 
American sounds they 
grew up with, Los Lobos 
also integrated the 
American vernacular 
traditions of blues, rock-
n-roll, conjunto, and jazz 
into their own unique 
sound. 

• Joanie Madden, Irish 
Flute Player from Yonkers, 
New York 
One of the great Irish flute 
and whistle players of 
her generation, Madden 
has led the all-female 
group, Cherish the Ladies, 
since its inception more 
than 35 years ago and 
passionately champions 
the advancement of 
traditional Irish music.

• Reginald “Reggio The 
Hoofer” McLaughlin, Tap 
Dancer from Chicago, 
Illinois 
A master of tap dance 
known for his distinctive 
“hoofing” style, 
McLaughlin has tapped 
his way from the Chicago 
subways to a worldwide 
stage. He preserves 
the tradition through 
educational programs that 
continue to energize the 
artform. 

• Nellie Vera Sánchez, 
Mundillo Master Weaver 
from Moca, Puerto Rico 
A tradition bearer of 
mundillo, the intricate 
bobbin lace tradition that 
is centered in the western 
Puerto Rican municipality 
of Moca, Sánchez was 
influential in establishing 
the Museo del Mundillo 
and describes the art form 
as “her way of life.”

• Winnsboro Easter Rock 
Ensemble, Easter Rock 
Spiritual Ensemble from 
Winnsboro, Louisiana 

The Winnsboro Easter 
Rock Ensemble maintains 
a rare women-led African-
American traditional 
spiritual ritual first 
practiced by enslaved 
Africans in the antebellum 
period, Easter Rock, which 
combines music and food 
with Christian and West 
African influences.

• Tom Davenport, 
Filmmaker, 
Documentarian, and 
Media Curator from 
Delaplane, Virginia 
Founder and director 
of Folkstreams, a 
nonprofit dedicated to 
finding, preserving, 
contextualizing, and 
showcasing documentary 
films on American 
traditional cultures, 
Davenport is the 2021 
recipient of the Bess 
Lomax Hawes National 
Heritage Fellowship, 
presented in recognition 
of an individual who 
has made a significant 
contribution to the 
preservation and 
awareness of cultural 
heritage. 

Including the 2021 class, the 
Arts Endowment has awarded 
458 National Heritage Fel-
lowships, recognizing artists 
working in more than 200 
distinct art forms, including 
the late Osage Ribbonworker 
Georgeann Robinson in 1982.

Fellowship recipients are 
nominated by the public, of-
ten by members of their own 
communities, and then judged 
by a panel of experts in the 
folk and traditional arts. The 
panel’s recommendations 
are reviewed by the Nation-
al Council on the Arts, which 
sends its recommendations to 
the Arts Endowment chair-
man, who makes the final deci-
sion, according to the release. 
The deadline to submit a nomi-
nation for the 2022 class of Na-
tional Heritage Fellows is July 
30, 2021. Visit the National 
Endowment for the Arts web-
site for more information and 
to submit a nomination.

For more about the NEA, 
visit the Arts Endowment’s 
website.

 Courtesy Photo/Apple

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear addresses the cast and crew 
on the set of the upcoming film, “Killers of the Flower Moon,” before 
a blessing occurred.

Osage Nation conducts 
blessing for cast and crew of 
Killers of the Flower Moon
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

On a chilly morning in April, OJ Littlecook’s voice rang 
out over the Osage hills as he sang a prayer song for the cast 
and crew of the upcoming film, “Killers of the Flower Moon.”

Members of the Osage Nation and more than 100 cast and 
crew, including director Martin Scorsese and lead actors 
Leonardo DiCaprio and Lily Gladstone, gathered on a hill-
top just west of Bartlesville for a blessing on April 15. 

Grayhorse Head Committeeman Archie Mason was asked 
to say a prayer for the occasion as they embarked on telling 
the Osage people’s story.

“Whenever I am asked to pray, I do. I was asked to come to 
this noontime event in presence of the cast and workers and 
other VIPs, including our Osage people and leaders, and was 
honored to accommodate the request,” Mason said. “I prayed 
for a successful production, safety for all in their activities, 
good health, and continued working relationships between 
the production and the Osage Nation and our people.”

“Killers of the Flower Moon,” an Apple Original Film, is 
based on David Grann’s bestselling book of the same name. 
It is the true story of greed, deceit and evil, that surrounded 
the Osage people in the 1920s. This period, known as the 
Osage Reign of Terror, led to the systematic murder of Osag-
es for their oil wealth. 

Grann’s book centers around the Kyle family, an Osage 
family from Grayhorse. A ring of criminals focuses on the 
women in the family, killing the mother and three sisters of 
Mollie Burkhart. Federal agents arrive, solve the case and 
the FBI is subsequently formed. However, that was just one 
case for one family. The Reign of Terror affected hundreds 
of Osage families across the reservation, bringing great pain 
and suffering to generations.

Knowing the filmmakers had the monumental task of 
telling such an important story, Osage officials felt it was 
important to bless the set and land before the filmmakers 
unearthed the past. 

Chad Renfro, Osage Ambassador to the film, said he 
wanted Wakanda (God) to watch over all Osages and the 
filmmakers as they make the story come to life.

“Coordinating these types of momentous occasions is part 
of the role of Ambassador for the Osage Nation to the film,” 
Renfro said. “Along with Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear's Executive Office, I worked closely with the produc-
ers and more importantly with our elders and community to 
make this First Day of Filming ceremony especially Osage. 
Prayer and Song go hand in hand with any special occasion 
for us and I felt it was important to acknowledge that and 
bless this occasion like that.” 

Scorsese spoke first, acknowledging that the film was 
shooting on the traditional lands of the Osage, and expressed 
gratitude to the Osage ancestors who lived on the land in the 
past. According to a release, DiCaprio thanked the Osage 
people for their generosity in hosting the film crew, saying 
“it is with great reverence and humility that we tell this in-
credibly important story.” 

In attendance were Scorsese; DiCaprio; Gladstone; In-
digenous actors Tantoo Cardinal, JaNae Collins, Cara Jade 
Myers, Jillian Dion, and William Belleau; Osage Consultant 
and Art Department Assistant Addie Roanhorse; Stand-
ing Bear and his wife Julie; the film’s Osage Ambassador 
Chad Renfro; Grayhorse Head Committeeman Archie Ma-
son; the film’s music advisor OJ Littlecook; Osage Nation 
Princess Gianna Sieke, who conducted the Lord’s Prayer in 
Osage sign language, and her parents Janese and Eric; the 
film’s cultural advisor John Williams; Osage Congresswom-

See wakOn IrOn
—Continued  on Page 20

See BlessIng
—Continued  on Page 10

Groundbreaking ceremony 
planned for Wakon Iron Chapel 
in Pawhuska Indian Village 
Osage News

Editor’s Note: The ground-
breaking ceremony took place 
on June 30. Coverage of the 
groundbreaking will be avail-
able at osagenews.org and in 
the August 2021 newspaper. 

The Osage Nation broke 
ground on a new Wakon Iron 
Chapel on June 30. An event 
long-awaited by the Pawhuska 
District community. 

“These villages are our cul-
tural homes,” said ON Con-
gresswoman Paula Stabler 
in an Osage Nation press 
release. Stabler has lived in 

the Pawhuska Indian Village 
for over 20 years in the home 
of her grandparents and has 
served as the Chairwoman of 

the Pawhuska Indian Village 
board for over 10 years. 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The Osage Nation will break ground on a new Wakon Iron Chapel for the 
Pawhuska Indian Village on June 30.
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Pretty fly
Osage Tribal member retires after 20 years as an Air Force pilot
Natasha Lovato
Osage News

After serving 20 years as an 
Air Force pilot, Lt. Col. and 
Osage tribal member John 
Damron is finally ready for 
a well-deserved retirement. 
Recently featured as the 
Person of the Week on ABC 
World News Tonight with Da-
vid Muir, the video featured 
footage of John’s 8-year-old 
daughter Gabrielle ushering 
his plane in followed by his 12 
and 13-year-old sons, Sullivan 
and Seth, greeting their father 
with a water hose spray-down 
as he exited the plane. 

John has been thoroughly 
enjoying the extra time visit-
ing his hometown of Fairfax, 
Oklahoma with his children 
and wife, Kimberly, but there’s 
still more flying in store for 
this pilot. His family currently 
lives in Mount Pleasant, South 
Carolina.

“I will miss the familiarity of 
the airplane,” John said. “I will 
miss my teammates and flying 
that plane with that team. I 
will definitely miss that aspect 
as I look back.” John explained 
that the next phase for him is 
to continue flying commercial-

ly. Who for? That decision is 
still up in the air, no pun in-
tended.

In the meantime, John has 
enjoyed being around for the 
birthdays and holidays he 

would normally have missed, 
but thanks to the COVID-19 
quarantine period, it made the 
retirement transition easier.

“I think there normally is 
a weird transition but with 
COVID working from home 
and remote learning for the 
kids, it set it up so it’s not as 
big of a deal that I had not been 
home a lot,” he said. John also 
explained how it was a great 
opportunity for him to help fo-
cus on that honey-do list.

The transition was also 
made smooth through remote 
communication where the rest 
of the world may have taken 
some getting used to, but for 
those in the military, it was 
nothing new. John’s parents 
made sure to keep him up-
dated while he was away and 
told him of the hullabaloo with 
the Killers of the Flower Moon 
filming back home so when 
John saw it all for himself in 
April, it was exactly how his 
mother had described.

For John, there’s no time for 
relaxing, there’s too much to 
see and do. So, back to the sky 
he goes.

“I’m excited about this next 
phase.”

All photos courtesy of the Damron family

John Damron and his wife Kimberly.

John Damron and his family in front of his C-17 Cargo Plane.

Osage officials discuss, debate uses for 2021 ARPA funds
Benny Polacca
Osage News

As the Nation considers proj-
ects and other spending uses 
for its allocated $108 million in 
federal American Rescue Plan 
Act funding, some Osage Na-
tion Congress members are ex-
pressing interest in using the 
money to offer direct payments 
to Osage constituents.

Political chatter regarding 
direct payments comes as oth-
er Oklahoma tribal nations 
recently announced plans to 
use their respective funding 
to offer individual payments 
to their tribal members as 
was done by some Nations - 
including Osage – with the 
2020 Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security  
Act funding.

The discussions come af-
ter the Seventh ON Congress 
passed bill ONCA 21-49 (spon-
sored by Congressional Speak-
er Angela Pratt) which amends 
Osage law regarding autho-
rization to expend non-tribal 
funding during its May 24-26 
special session. The amended 
law now reads: “Non-Tribal 
funds shall not be drawn from 
the Treasury of the Osage 
Nation, except by appropri-
ation.” With the law now 
amended, Congress will ap-
propriate the Nation’s ARPA 
funding in respective legisla-
tion approved by a vote of the 
12-member legislature during  
future sessions. 

The American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 is a $1.9 trillion 
federal appropriation passed 
by the U.S. Congress and 
signed into law on March 11, 
2021. Various governmental 
entities, including Osage, sub-
mitted applications requesting 
ARPA funds.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear announced the 
Nation is receiving $108 mil-
lion in ARPA funding ahead 
of the May special session 
and noted his office and legal 
counsel are reviewing federal 
guidelines and rules – subject 
to continuous revisions and 
updates – for spending ARPA 
funding with the final docu-
ment yet to come from federal 
officials.

In a June 2 news release 
signed by Congressmen Eli 
Potts, Billy Keene, John Mak-
er, and Joe Tillman, those 
legislators voiced support for 
individual payments from the 
ARPA funds. “We were en-
couraged to hear the Chief had 
signed ONCA 21-49 that was 
passed during the most recent 
special session of the Osage 
Nation Congress. We feel 
that this legislation properly 
restores the responsibility of 
appropriating federal funds to 
the legislative branch of gov-
ernment ... We similarly join 
members of multiple nations 
in supporting direct payments 
to the Osage people.”

During the special session, 
Standing Bear said his office’s 
advisory team is reviewing 
several projects which could 
be proposed uses with ARPA 
money, including HVAC im-
provements for ON buildings, 
a Fairfax senior housing proj-
ect, and new Primary Residen-
tial Treatment (PRT) facilities, 
as well as administrative costs.

“The Advisory Team has 
cleared only a few projects 
and we have been moving 
forward on several of these 
and includes the Fairfax Se-
nior Housing Project, the new 
men’s, women’s, and juvenile 
Primary Residential Treat-
ment facilities, and the Tran-
sitional Living Center. Also 
approved and newly started 
is the design phase for the 
outdoor recreational park, 
the Hominy Senior Hous-
ing Project, and the Richard 
Luttrell Memorial Park Proj-
ect. Other projects which fall 
within ARPA and the interim 
rules, but which have been 
tentatively approved, include 
HVAC replacements with 
COVID-compliant systems 
across Osage Nation proper-
ties, continued growth of the 
Osage Nation Broadband in-
ternet system, water and sewer 
improvements in the Villages 

of Pawhuska, Grayhorse and 
Hominy, Language, Culture 
and Museum remote learning 
initiatives, continuation on 
existing CARES projects, and 
administration costs for carry-
ing out ARPA. These approved 
or tentatively approved proj-
ects amount to $115 million,” 
Standing Bear told Congress.

In response to the recent 
Congressional discussion on 
direct payments to Osag-
es, Standing Bear said: “The 
Osage Nation Individual As-
sistance Program is not a new 
idea. Last year our (Financial 
Assistance) program distrib-
uted nearly $13 million dol-
lars to Osages everywhere. 
This program has used fund-
ing from the federal CARES 
Act of 2020. We supplement-
ed the program with money 
from our casinos. Over 14,000  
Osages benefited.”

In his June 3 statement, 
Standing Bear said: “The 
American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021 (ARPA) provides new 
opportunity for Osage individ-
ual assistance. We are mov-
ing forward with plans first 

developed in January. Since 
then, the United States Trea-
sury interim rules appear to 
require proof that anyone re-
ceiving (assistance) payments 
actually experienced a COVID 
caused negative economic im-
pact. Once the final federal 
rules are issued the Osage 
Nation Individual Assistance 
Program new funding from 
ARPA will be requested from 
the Osage Nation Congress by 
my Administration.”

During the May special ses-
sion, some Osage Congress 
members referenced the Cher-
okee Nation’s plans approved 
by its respective council to is-
sue one-time $2,000 COVID 
relief individual assistance 
payments to all 390,000-plus 
CN citizens from its $1.8 bil-
lion in ARPA funding, accord-
ing to local news outlets.

“I’ve been receiving lots of 
calls from Osage constituents 
asking about possible stimulus 
checks, anxiety grows every 
day,” Keene said. “If all these 
other Tribes are making it a 
priority to deliver direct 
aid in the form of distri-

bution checks to their people, 
it’s imperative the Osage Na-
tion make that happen as well. 
It’s not time for us to be so 
risk-averse and wait, while 
other tribes, with consultants 
and lawyers too, already 
have the green light.”  

During the special session, 
Congresswoman Alice Goodfox 
noted the timing of the ARPA 
funding award, which comes 
one year before the 2022 ON 
General Election where six 
Congressional seats and both 
Executive Branch elected of-
fices will open and “we don’t 
know who’s going to be sitting 
in the seats ... And so many of 
these projects may not take 
effect or groundbreaking until 
that time and so what happens 
if it changes? ... What if there’s 
a big change-up and the whole 
focus changes? That’s what I’m 
wondering about. Are the rules 
or plans allowed to change a 
year from now or do we have to 
move forward with them? How 
does that all work?” she said 
during the session. 

Potts also expressed sup-
port for direct payments to 
all Osages, adding Congress 
has the role as “the people’s 
representatives,” in referenc-
ing Standing Bear’s executive 
message during the special 
session, Potts later said in 
the joint statement: “Chief 
Standing Bear said it in his 
opening remarks, ‘the remain-
ing $19 billion dollars is allo-
cated to all Indian Nations 
based on membership enroll-
ment and tribal employment 
… [and that] Osage Nation 
membership was submitted 
as 22,925 and our share of the 
$12.35 billion dollars is based 
on that certified submission.’ 
The notion that only those in 
Osage County or that not all 
members of the Osage Nation 
should somehow benefit from 
these funds is misguided and 
simply wrong.”

In his statement, Tillman 
expressed further support for 
specific individual payments 
to Osages. He said: “If we gave 
half of our allocation, instead 
of letting the Chief and the 
Osage bureaucracy tell them 
what we’re going to spend it on, 
that’s putting the needs of the 
Osage People first. That’s giv-
ing every Osage citizen $2,300 
dollars, and we’d still have 
more than the annual amount 
we get from gaming and more 
than the total amount the Na-
tion received from the CARES 
Act. That’s a plan I could  
get behind.”

ON Congressional Legal 
Counsel Loyed “Trey” Gill said 
“it’s my understanding this 
legislation (ONCA 21-49) was 
filed to initiate this conversa-
tion” during a Congressional 
Appropriations Committee 
meeting held during the spe-
cial session. 

Congresswoman Paula Sta-
bler said Standing Bear’s ini-
tial list of proposed projects 
provided is “reasonable” and 
ONCA 21-49 “talks about our 
due diligence to the people, to 
say good decisions were made, 
these are good projects moving 
forward ... I do think we (as 
Congress) need to be a part of 
it, we need to be a part of the 
oversight of it. Not involved 
where it’s outside our bound-
aries, but at least be a part of 
the final decision making to 
move forward with it.” 

Second Speaker Jodie Re-
vard said the intent of a three-
branch government is to have 
checks and balances and is 
part of the reason she was 
open to considering ONCA 21-
49 before it passed.

Assistant Principal Chief 
Raymond Red Corn told Con-
gress during the special ses-
sion: “Everything is in draft 
form at this point, no contracts 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The 7th Osage Nation Congress amended Osage law regarding authori-
zation to expend non-tribal funding during its May 24-26 special session.

See arPa
—Continued  on Page 20
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Osage Nation receiving $12 million in supplemental ARPA funding
Osage News

As the Osage Nation contin-
ues to apply for supplemental 
American Rescue Plan Act 
funding, the Nation announced 
it will receive $12 million for 
existing programs and projects 
as of June 30.

According to an ON news 
release, the (supplemental) 
funds are separate from the 
ARPA general fund, and re-
quire ongoing review and ap-
plication by the Osage Nation 
Office of Grants Management. 

“We are continually apply-
ing for ARPA grant funding 
as opportunities come down 
from the federal govern-
mental granting agencies,” 

Christa Fulkerson, director 
of Osage Nation’s Office of 
Grants Management said in 
a statement. “It’s an ongoing 
process that our office and oth-
er departments are working 
diligently on to receive sup-
plemental support to benefit  
Osage Nation.” 

So far, the ON Office of 
Grants Management has re-
ceived nearly $8 million in 
ARPA supplemental federal 
grant funding with additional 
funding expected in the future. 
These funds were received to 
enhance services provided by 
the Osage Nation in the follow-
ing areas: 

• Childcare: To build 

a stronger childcare 
infrastructure and 
capacity within the Osage 
Nation service area where 
childcare is scarce. 

• Elder Nutrition: To 
expand on nutritional 
assistance for Osage 
elders. 

• Housing: To support 
Pawhuska Senior Housing 
improvements. 

• Utility Services: To 
expand on the services 
already provided to 
address the energy 
disparities that 
disproportionately impact 
low-income households 

within the Osage Nation 
service area

In the same release, the 
ON Strategic Planning and 
Self-Governance Office re-
ceived notification from the 
Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, of an 
allocation of $4,431,258 from 
ARPA under the Self-Gover-
nance funding agreement. 

“These funds are provided 
under the Aid to Tribal Gov-
ernment line item to support 
Tribal Government Self-Gov-
ernance programs such as 
public safety and justice, so-
cial services and child welfare 
assistance. Strategic Plan-
ning and SelfGovernance is 

awaiting the ARPA final rule, 
expected mid-July, for more 
specific information on eligible 
uses of the funds,” according to 
the release. 

“We are happy to receive 
this distribution from the 
(DOI) in order to provide more 
support to those departments 
that have experienced an in-
creased demand on their ser-
vices from their constituents 
during and post COVID,” said 
Candy Thomas, director of 
the Strategic Planning and 
Self-Governance Office. All 
federal/non-tribal funds are re-
quired by law to be appropriat-
ed by Osage Nation Congress  
before expenditure.

US boarding schools to be investigated
Following news of 
Indigenous children’s 
remains found at 
residential schools 
in Canada, Interior 
Secretary Deb Haaland 
will investigate the scope 
of the problem in the US
Kalle Benallie
Indian Country Today

The U.S. Department of 
Interior will formally investi-
gate the impact of federal In-
dian boarding schools, Interior 
Secretary Deb Haaland an-
nounced before tribal leaders 
on Tuesday.

The new “Federal Indian 
Boarding School Initiative” 
will result in a detailed report 
compiled by the Interior and 
will include historical records 
of boarding school locations, 
burial sites and enrollment 
logs of children’s names and 
tribal affiliations. Haaland 
made the announcement vir-
tually at the 2021 Nation-
al Congress of American 
Indians mid-year conference, 
a four-day gathering for trib-
al leaders, policymakers, and 
partners to discuss issues cur-
rently facing Indian Country.

The unprecedented move 
will ultimately aim to create 
healing by understanding the 
true scope of boarding schools 
in the U.S., Haaland said.

“I know that this process 
will be long and difficult. I 
know that this process will 
be painful. It won’t undo the 
heartbreak and loss we feel. 
But only by acknowledging 
the past can we work toward a 
future that we’re all proud to 
embrace,” Haaland said who is 
a citizen of Laguna Pueblo.

The initiative will make 
“a comprehensive review of 
the troubled legacy of federal 
boarding school policies” from 
as early as the 19th century.

The agency says it will 

proceed in phases to collect 
information. Tribal nations, 
Alaska Native corporations 
and Native Hawaiian organi-
zations will be formally con-
sulted to clarify “the processes 
and procedures for protect-
ing identified burial sites and 
associated information,” the 
agency said in a news release.

As news spread across Indi-
an Country, tribal leaders re-
acted saying the investigation 
is important and needed.

“This troubling history de-
serves more attention to raise 
awareness and to educate oth-
ers about the atrocities that 
our people experienced, so that 
they can better understand our 
society today and work togeth-
er to heal and move forward,” 
Navajo Nation President Jon-
athan Nez said in a statement.

Hopi Tribe Chairman Tim-
othy Nuvangyaoma asks how 
many children never made it 
home.

"It brings to question now: 
How many of those kids that 
were taken away all came 
back? And are some still con-
sidered missing and where 
may some of these kids be?" 
Nuvangyaoma said. 

"I think it's going to reignite 
maybe some emotions for some 
elders who have, you know, a 
history with this," he added.

The chairman praised Haa-
land and her role in the Biden 
administration. 

"Had it been somebody else, 
not of a Native background, 
Native culture, would this ac-
tually be getting the attention 
that it's getting today? My 
thought is no," Nuvangyaoma 
told Indian Country Today. "So 
I would align with everybody 
else in that same thought, in 
that concept because we do 
have a Native American wom-
an, a strong woman at the 
helm who understands some of 
these concerns, is probably the 
only reason why this is being 
brought up now as a scenario."

On social media, Native 
and non-Native people react-
ed, commending Haaland’s 
actions. Some added they are 
nervous to learn the findings of 
the report.

“I hope families will have 
closure if their relatives are 
found,” one person wrote on 
Twitter.

“This is huge. I grew up 
knowing about these sites bc 
both of my grandparents sur-
vived them (only by life, not 
sure if their hearts totally 
survived) and my father made 
sure I knew the stories. Horri-
fying to think of how much this 
is going to uncover on record,” 
another wrote.

The agency added available 
historical records will be sur-
veyed from federal repositories 
like the National Archives, 
the American Indian records 
repository and non-govern-
mental organizations that 
operated Indian residential  
boarding schools.

A final written report will be 
submitted to Haaland by April 
1, 2022, and will be supervised 
by the office of the assistant 
secretary for Indian Affairs.

“We must shed light on 
what happened at federal 
boarding schools,” Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Indian Affairs Bryan New-
land, citizen of the Bay Mills 
Indian Community, said. “As 
we move forward in this work, 
we will engage in Tribal con-
sultation on how best to use 

this information, protect buri-
al sites, and respect families  
and communities.”

The initiative, Haaland said, 
was created after the discovery 
of 215 unmarked graves of In-
digenous children by Canada’s 
Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc First 
Nation at the Kamloops Indi-
an Residential School. Many 
believe it is likely more graves 
will be found at the U.S. Indi-
an boarding schools.

Federal boarding schools 
first started with the Indian 
Civilization Act of 1819 when 
the U.S. enacted laws and pol-
icies to establish and support 
Indian boarding schools across 
the nation. For over 150 years, 

Indigenous children were tak-
en from their communities and 
forced into boarding schools 
that focused on assimilation.

A key point of Haaland’s 
included the federal govern-
ment's attempt to wipe out 
tribal identity, language and 
culture and how that past has 
continued to manifest itself 
through long-standing trauma, 
cycles of violence and abuse, 
premature deaths, mental dis-
orders and substance abuse.

She added a story of her own 
grandmother who was loaded 
on a train with other children 
from her village to be shipped 
off to boarding school. This 
story was also highlighted in a 
recent op-ed Haaland penned 
for the Washington Post. She 
said many families have been 
haunted for too long by the 

“dark history” of these institu-
tions and that the agency has 
a responsibility to recover that 
history.

“I don’t see it as my role to 
be the voice for all Native peo-
ple, but rather to amplify your 
voices so that American Indi-
an, Alaska Native and Native 
Hawaiian communities have a 
seat at the table to speak for 
themselves,” Haaland said. 
“By sitting at this table togeth-
er, we can build a better rela-
tionship for future generations 
that is not rooted in the worst 
parts of our past.”

The Associated Press and 
ICT reporter Aliyah Chavez 
contributed to this report.

AP Photo/Evan Vucci

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, Laguna Pueblo, speaks during a press 
briefing at the White House, Friday, April 23, 2021, in Washington.

Hope and Resilience:
Osage Family Stories from the Reign of Terror
Osage News

The Osage News is about to 
embark on an ambitious proj-
ect. A series about the Reign 
of Terror, as told by Osage 
constituents.

We are calling the project 
“Hope and Resilience: Osage 
Family Stories from the 
Reign of Terror.” Any Osage, 
near or far, who wants to 
tell the story of what hap-
pened to their family during 
the Reign of Terror, we will  
tell it. 

There will be a word count 
limit to each article, and we 
will conduct the interviews, 
or edit your written account. 
We will conduct the project 
for as long as it takes and 
publish the articles in the 
Osage News print edition and 
online (if the family agrees). 
Portraits will be taken of 
the participating families; or 
families can include the pho-
tos of the deceased, if avail-

able – it will be up to the 
family. We will also conduct 
video interviews upon agree-
ment from participating fam-
ilies.

Once the project is com-
plete, we will compile the 
stories into a book and sell 
it with the proceeds go-
ing toward an Osage Na-

tion entity or a Reign of  
Terror memorial. 

Every Osage family has 
a story. We at Osage News 
would love to tell it. 

To schedule an interview 
with the Osage News for the 
project, please email us at 
osagenews@osagenation-nsn.
gov.

Osage News

A crop from a 1924 panorama showing Osages at an outside gath-
ering. 

“I know that this process will be long and 
difficult. I know that this process will be 
painful. It won’t undo the heartbreak and 
loss we feel. But only by acknowledging the 
past can we work toward a future that we’re 
all proud to embrace…”

—United States Secretary of the Interior
Deb Haaland, Laguna Pueblo

Education updatE

Krislynn Maker interns 
with Osage News
Osage News

The Osage News has a sum-
mer intern this year, 16-year-
old Krislynn Maker from 
Hominy. 

Maker joins the News team 
from the Osage Nation Sum-
mer Youth Program and is cur-
rently learning how to write 
news articles from the staff 
and shadowing photographer 
Cody Hammer.  

“Maker has an affinity for 
photography and is also learn-
ing how to write news articles 
this summer,” said News Edi-
tor Shannon Shaw Duty. “Our 
goal for Krislynn is to make 
sure she completes a few arti-
cles by the end of the summer 
so she will have some news 
clips and have a good under-
standing of what we do here. 
We’ll help her craft a resume 
and send her back with letters 
of recommendation.”

She begins her junior year 

of Hominy High School in the 
fall and upon graduation she 
hopes to attend Fort Lewis 
College in Durango, Colorado, 
where she plans to study pre-
med. Her goals are to attend 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Krislynn Maker, 16, is the Osage 
News summer intern from the ON 
Summer Youth program.
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Killers of the Flower Moon filming
All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Filming continues on the set of Killers of the Flower Moon in Pawhuska and Fairfax. Hundreds of extras and 
crew can be seen walking in full costume around each town, drawing thousands of tourists who hope to see one of 
the film’s stars. Filming is set to continue through the summer and end around mid-September. 

Indigenous actress Tantoo Cardinal stopped for a pho-
to on Kihekah Avenue on June 23. 

A parade scene was filmed on Kihekah Avenue in Pawhuska on 
June 2.

A man drives a red 1920s era vehicle on the set of Killers of 
the Flower Moon on June 30.

Extras walk down Kihekah Avenue in 
Pawhuska on the set on June 30.

Film crew work on the outer façade of the 
ON Executive Branch on June 30. 

A parade scene was filmed on Kihekah Avenue 
in Pawhuska on June 2.

Extras sit on the front porch of the old Superintendent’s 
House on the Osage Nation Campus on June 30. 

Tourists and the community toured the Killers of the 
Flower Moon set on Kihekah Avenue on June 11.

Raymond Lasley, Osage, holds a mask to his 
face as he chats with other extras on the set 
of Killers of the Flower Moon on the Osage 
Nation Campus.

Extras make their way to the film set of Killers of the Flower Moon on June 30.

Denver Wahwassuck, left, and Alaina Maker, right, both 
Osage work in the Costume Department for the film Kill-
ers of the Flower Moon. 

Angela Toineeta, Osage/Kiowa, makes 
her way to the film set on Kihekah Ave-
nue on June 30. 

Extras work on the film set of Killers of the Flower Moon on June 30. 

Extras walk down Kihekah 
Avenue in Pawhuska on 
the set of Killers of the Flow-
er Moon on June 30.

Extras exit the Constantine Theater to make their way to the film 
set on Kihekah Avenue on June 30. 

LEFT: Newton Cass, 
Osage, walks down 
Kihekah Avenue in 
Pawhuska on the set of 
Killers of the Flower Moon 
on June 30.

The set of the Big Hill Trading Co., as set in 
Pawhuska.

LEFT: Jason Tillery, Osage, walks down Ki-
hekah Avenue in Pawhuska on the set of 
Killers of the Flower Moon on June 30.

Extras work on the film set of Killers of the Flower Moon on  
June 30. 

Extras walk down Kihekah Avenue in Pawhuska on the set of Killers 
of the Flower Moon on June 30.
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Wahzhazhe 
Elections 
Board
considering 
updates,
revisions to 
election code
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With one year until the 
next Osage Nation Gener-
al Election, the Wahzhazhe 
Elections Board and staff 
are reviewing the Nation’s 
election code for updates 
and revisions.

Any recommended up-
dates and changes will be 
subject to approval by the 
ON Congress during a fu-
ture legislative session. 

The 2022 General Elec-
tion will be held June 6 with 
both Executive Branch of-
fices and six Congressional 
seats opening with four-
year terms. Also, the incum-
bent Judicial Branch judges 
will be up for retention votes 
and any yes/no questions 
referred to the ballot will 
also be considered by  
Osage voters.  

In the meantime, the 
Election Board has met re-
motely due to the COVID-19 
pandemic before health and 
government officials start-
ed relaxing and repealing 
2020 health emergency dec-
larations. On May 13, the 
three-member board met 
in-person at the Elections 
Office in Pawhuska to con-
tinue discussing and consid-
ering possible updates.

In working with Attor-
ney General Clint Patter-
son, the Election Board is 
proposing amendments to 
the election code regard-
ing disqualifications for 
candidates, said Shannon 
Lockett, the board’s chair-
woman. Patterson suggest-
ed the section be revised to 
include term limits, which 
were approved by voters in 
the 2020 election.

Another revision consid-
ered to the disqualifications 
section includes candidates 
who are disqualified to hold 
office of honor, trust or prof-
it. This would pertain to 
individuals who previously 
held elected office and were 
removed by Congressional 
vote through its removal 
proceedings.

Currently the only candi-
date disqualification listed 
in the election code states a 
candidate shall not be cer-
tified if a felony conviction 
appears on his/her certified 
court record.

Voters passed a Constitu-
tional amendment question 
(ONCR 18-20) which plac-
es limits of five office terms 
on Osage officials who are 
elected, appointed and re-
tained by election in all 
three branches. That ques-
tion passed with 75.38% 
(1,846 voters) of Osages vot-
ing “yes” and 22.21% (544 
voters) “no” votes.  

If passed by Congress, 
the election code section 
on disqualifications will be 
updated to include: felony 
convictions; candidates who 
were disqualified to hold and 
enjoy office of trust, honor or 
profit; and candidates who 
have served five full terms 
(20 years) plus any initial 
partial term fulfilled as the 
result of a vacancy.

The Election Board meets 
once monthly and any time 
a special meeting is needed. 

For more information 
on voting, absentee bal-
lot requests or address 
updates for voters, visit 
the Wahzhazhe Elections 
website at: www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
elections 

Osage Congress to meet for July 8 special session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Seventh Osage Nation 
is scheduled to convene on 
July 8 for its ninth special ses-
sion at 9 a.m.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear issued an ex-
ecutive proclamation calling 
for the special session on June 
23. The executive proclama-
tion lists one subject matter 
for the 12-member Congress: 
Consideration of purchase of  
real property.

According to the Osage Con-
stitution, a special session may 
be called by the Principal Chief 

(via executive proclamation) or 
by a legislative proclamation 
with a written request by two-
thirds of Congress members.

During Congressional ses-
sions, the Legislative Branch 
typically schedules select or 
standing committee meetings 
to initially consider filed leg-
islative bills, resolutions or 
other matters. The meetings 
are the first opportunities 
for Congressional members, 
Executive Branch and oth-
er interested parties to dis-
cuss, debate and propose any 
amendments to the legislative 
bills and resolutions at issue. 
Congressional meetings and 
sessions are open to the pub-

lic except executive sessions 
listed on meeting agendas to 
discuss sensitive issues includ-
ing those considered business 
proprietary or personnel mat-
ters as allowed by the Nation’s 
open meetings law. 

Per Osage law on Congres-
sional special sessions, once 
the proclamation is filed with 
the Clerk of Congress, it may 
only be amended up to 72 hours 
before the first day of the spe-
cial session. After the special 
session’s start, the proclama-
tion may only be amended by 
an affirmative vote of consent 
by two-thirds of the Congress 
members. Notice of the vote 
on amending the proclamation 

must be provided to the mem-
bers two business days in ad-
vance of the vote.

Special sessions may last 
up to 10 days and may be ex-
tended up to three additional 
days at the written request of 
two-thirds of Congress mem-
bers. Otherwise, Congress 
members can motion and 
vote to end a special session 
once all legislative business is  
deemed complete.

For more Congressional in-
formation and to view filed 
legislative bills/resolutions, 
visit the Legislative Branch 
website at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-
are/legislative-branch

Gaming Enterprise Board announces additional
$9 million distribution for ON government 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Thanks to continued suc-
cessful business strides, the 
Osage Nation Gaming Enter-
prise Board announced an ad-
ditional $9 million in Osage 
Casinos gaming revenue will 
be distributed to the Nation’s 
government.

On June 25, the gaming 
board announced the dis-
tribution of an additional 
“$9,029,588.21 to the Osage 
Nation as a result of its con-
tinued growth post-pandemic. 
The distribution is a true up to 
the Nation above and beyond 
its monthly contributions.”

News of the additional 
gaming distribution comes 
as the Nation’s seven-casino 
properties adjusted to “new 
normal” business operations 

following the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which shuttered all 
Osage Casinos for nearly two 
months starting in March 
2020 after the first reported 
positive cases reached Okla-
homa. The casinos reopened 
with COVID-19 precautions, 
including reduced capacities 
and heightened sanitation 
practices like with other im-
pacted businesses.

“We have truly been hon-
ored by the phenomenal 
growth of our properties 
since reopening our doors,” 
Osage Casinos CEO Byron 
Bighorse said in a statement. 
“Because of our leadership’s 
fiscal responsibility and com-
mitment to Osage Casinos, 
we are grateful to be able to 
support the Nation with dis-
tributions that far surpassed  
our expectations.”

The $9 million additional 

distribution announcement 
also comes following the two 
June 15 groundbreakings 
for new Osage Casino Hotel 
projects for Bartlesville and 
Pawhuska. Osage Casinos 
also recently completed con-
struction of a second hotel 
tower at their Tulsa location. 
The second 141-room tower 
opened a limited number of 
rooms in late 2020 with the 
remaining rooms opening  
this year.

For each upcoming fiscal 
year, the ON Congress sets 
a projected revenue figure af-
ter receiving and considering 
reports on projected income 
sources for government oper-
ations including gaming reve-
nue, Tax Commission income 
and other third-party sources. 
In addition to gaming over-
sight duties for the Nation, 
the gaming board approves 

an annual distribution, which 
is transferred to the govern-
ment in monthly transac-
tions. The $9 million will be 
in addition to the $46 million 
projected gaming revenue 
approved for government op-
erations in the current 2021 
fiscal year.

“These funds from Osage 
Casinos are critical to the 
services the Osage Nation 
provides our members, and 
I am pleased we are able to 
make this financial distribu-
tion,” GEB Chairman Mark 
J. Simms said in a statement. 
“There was a time when we 
were unsure how the lost 
revenues from closing our ca-
sinos could ever be made up. 
I commend Byron Bighorse, 
CEO Osage Casinos, and the 
entire staff for working hard 
to make up for lost time.”

Osage Congressional Speaker Pratt invited
to co-chair NCAI Veterans Committee
Osage News

The National Congress of 
American Indians invited 
Osage Nation Congressional 
Speaker Angela Pratt to co-
chair the advocacy organiza-
tion’s Veterans Committee 
focusing on Indigenous people 
who served in the U.S. mili-
tary. Pratt is the first female 
veteran to serve as a Chair of 
the Veterans Committee

On June 9, NCAI President 
Fawn Sharp issued a written 
invitation to Pratt stating: 
“On behalf of the National 
Congress of American Indians 
(NCAI), the largest and oldest 
representative organization of 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native tribal governments, I 
respectfully invite you to serve 
as Co-Chair of the Veterans 
Committee. Since its inception 
in 1944, NCAI has represent-
ed the broad interests of Tribal 
Nations and their citizens to 
advance and promote the ad-
vancement of tribal sovereign-
ty and self-determination.”

Pratt, a U.S. Army veteran, 
co-chaired her first meetings of 
the NCAI Veterans Commit-
tee on June 22-23 during the 
virtual NCAI 2021 Mid-Year 
Conference.

“The role of the Committee 
is to advance policies on that 

will improve the lives of our 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native Veterans,” said Sharp 
(Quinault Nation). “We feel 
that in your role as Speaker 
of the Osage Nation Congress, 
you will bring your valuable 
experience as a leader in In-
dian Country. Further, as a 
veteran yourself you will add 
to the national dialogue on is-
sues that affect so many Tribal 
Nations, and in a manner that 
complements NCAI’s vision as 
a consensus-based, national 
tribal advocacy organization.”

Pratt is serving her second 
ON Congressional term after 

winning elections in 2014 and 
2018. During her tenure, Pratt 
sponsored legislation in 2017 
requesting $1.1 million for the 

ON Veterans Memorial now 
open in Pawhuska. She served 
as an ex-officio member of the 
Veterans Memorial Commis-
sion and served in the U.S. 
Army as a 14T/Patriot Missile 
Crewmember and received an 
honorable discharge.  

“I am extremely honored to 
accept NCAI President Fawn 
Sharp’s Appointment as Co-
Chair of the Veterans Commit-
tee. I am a proud Osage, Army 
Veteran and have continued 
to advocate for our Veterans 
since my time of service and I 
am grateful to have been chose 
to help lead our advocacy 
thru the National Congress of 
American Indians,” Pratt said. 
“Although there has been leg-
islative progress in the recent 
years; we have much more 
work to do and I am excited for 
the plans we are working on.”

Courtesy Photo

Osage Nation Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt.

by applicants that walked in 
the door that day, so we of-
fered them positions, they’re 
going through the gaming li-
cense process currently. And 
out of that 88, we had 23 fall 
off, they either came back 
and declined the job, didn’t 
finish their tasks on our ap-
plicant tracking system.”

Revard added: “Only four 
of those 23 were marked 
‘ineligible’ by the Gaming 
Commission, so that speaks 
volumes for the quality of 
candidates that we had come 
through the job fair.” Most of 
the open positions that day 
were at the Tulsa casino 
with some applying for po-
sitions at Sand Springs and 
Skiatook, he said.

“We’re going to do specif-
ic job fairs for Ponca City 
and Skiatook here in the 
next month to hopefully get 
the same kind of result of 
applicant pools, it’s at least 
encouraging, but still we’re 
struggling,” Bighorse said.

Revard said, “another 
Tulsa casino job fair will be 

scheduled some time in July 
– and to go on that point, 
we’re looking at other prop-
erties because (on June 26) 
is when the unemployment 
benefits end in the state of 
Oklahoma, so we’re going to 
see an influx of applicants.”

According to the Associ-
ated Press, the additional 
$300-a-week federal supple-
ment, along with pandemic 
unemployment assistance 
for workers and contractors 
ended June 26, per an an-
nouncement by Gov. Kevin 
Stitt. To incentivize unem-
ployed people to return to 
the work, Stitt said the state 
will offer a $1,200 stipend 
for the first 20,000 workers 
who get off unemployment 
and work at least 32 hours 
per week at a qualifying job. 
Applications for the state in-
centive opened on June 28.

For upcoming announce-
ments on Osage Casi-
nos job fair events, follow 
“Osage Casinos” and “Osage 
News” on Facebook, Twitter  
and Instagram. 

More information on casi-
no job opportunities can be 
found online at: www.osage-
casino.com/careers/ 

JOB FaIr 
–from Page 8

See OBerly
—Continued  on Page 22

Hud Oberly to serve as a keynote 
speaker for national youth conference
Osage News

Hud Oberly, Hominy Dis-
trict, will serve as a keynote 
speaker for the 2021 National 
UNITY Conference in Dallas, 
Texas, July 2-6. 

The conference, which is 
attended by thousands of Na-
tive youths from across Indi-
an Country, is being held in 
the downtown Sheraton Hotel 
and Convention Center. The 
conference theme this year is 
“45 Years of Building Resilient 
Leaders and Lifelong Connec-
tions.”  

Courtesy Photo

Hud Oberly Osage/Caddo/Co-
manche, is the Creative Director 
for Urban Native Era, a brand that 
specializes in clothing design and 
content to increase the visibility of 
Indigenous peoples
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Osage Nation officials, Pawhuska community 
break ground on Osage Casino Hotel project 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osages and community 
members gathered under a 
white tent on June 15 to com-
memorate a long-awaited oc-
casion: Breaking ground on a 
new Pawhuska Osage Casino 
and Hotel.

At high noon, approximate-
ly 60 people gathered under 
the tent to escape the bright 
sun and June humidity to 
hear from tribal government, 
gaming and local officials cel-
ebrating building an expanded 
casino just east of the U.S. 60 
and State Highway 99 three-
way intersection.

Located on more than 60 
acres, the new Pawhuska 
Osage Casino Hotel proper-
ty will feature A casino with 
room for up to 250 electronic 
games, a 47-room hotel with 
a pool and spa, meeting room 
space and food and bever-
age amenities. Construction 
work is slated to take one year 
with expected completion in  
fall 2022.

Osage Casinos CEO Byron 
Bighorse said: “the work we 
do here matters, the revenues 
generated from our gaming 
and entertainment complex-
es fund healthcare, education 
and cultural initiatives in our 
community that otherwise 
would not be possible. This 
property in Pawhuska is an-

other opportunity to showcase 
the presence of the Osage Na-
tion in our headquarter city. It 
helps continue to grow tourism 
across Northeast Oklahoma 
and we can’t wait to show off 
the state-of-the-art features  
to visitors.”

The current Pawhuska ca-
sino opened as part of the Na-
tion’s former Osage Million 
Dollar Casino enterprise in 
2003. It opened in five modu-
lar buildings (also referred to 
as trailers), connected inside 
the Pawhuska Indian Village 
boundaries just across U.S. 60 
from the new forthcoming ca-
sino/ hotel. In July 2015, the 
Pawhuska casino relocated 
into new modular buildings to 

replace the originals due to de-
teriorating floor conditions.

Gaming Enterprise Board 
Chairman Mark Simms re-
called the Nation’s early days 
of getting into gaming, which 
included a bingo hall in Homi-
ny and one formerly in Wakon 
Iron Hall before the Pawhuska 
casino opened.

“I remember all the Osages 
hollering ‘when are you going 
to build a casino here to get us 
out of the trailers?’ Well, here 
it is! We’re so proud of what 
we’re going to do that it makes 
my heart swell that I’m here 
to see all this from the begin-
ning to now. I thank (the ON) 
Congress for their support, 
the Chief (Geoffrey Standing 
Bear) for his support and espe-
cially the casino staff and the 
CEO, COO, CFO. They’ve been 
tremendous ... We’ve been try-
ing to build this within a bud-
get that we thought we could 
pay ... but the equipment and 
materials (costs) have gone 
up, but we still can make  
it happen.”

The groundbreaking cele-
bration comes after years-long 
efforts to put two Nation-owned 
land tracts into federal trust 
were completed in 2020 for the 
Pawhuska and Bartlesville ca-
sino projects to proceed.

Standing Bear said the gam-
ing officials undertook lots of 
work for the project, including 
regional market studies, add-
ing “this is not random, this is 
well-planned, it’s well under-
stood in working with the part-
nerships that we must have ... 
We’re looking to the future like 
our people said.”

During the 2021 Hun-Kah 
Session, the Seventh ON Con-

gress unanimously passed 
resolution ONCR 21-06 (spon-
sored by Congresswoman Alice 
Goodfox) amending the gam-
ing board’s annual plan of op-
erations reflecting increased 
budgets for the casino projects 
for both Pawhuska and Bar-
tlesville due to building/ ma-
terial cost increases. Officials 
also broke ground on the new 
Bartlesville Osage Casino Ho-
tel that same day.

Bighorse said construction 
on both Pawhuska and Bar-
tlesville projects will take 
place at the same time, but 
there will be several months 
lag time for the Pawhuska 
project with both expected to 
be completed in 2022.

Standing Bear applaud-
ed Congress for their recent 
blessing to amend the annual 
gaming plan of operations for 
the casino projects to proceed 
due to the increased costs, a 
nationwide issue because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. “You 
went ahead and had the cour-
age to get there and say, ‘we’re 
going to go forward, we’re not 
going to stop,’ you went ahead 
and figured ‘well, those costs 
have increased,’ and you swal-
lowed it and set forth and I’m 
glad to have worked with you 
on that and look forward to 
working with all of you in the 
future,” he said.

Congressional Speaker An-
gela Pratt said she too also 
looks forward to the Nation’s 
future and progress “in doing 
right by us and better for us” 
and applauded those gaming 
and tribal officials who worked 
on the project plans, as well 
as the banking officials, legal 
counsel, city officials in atten-
dance and day-to-day casino 

employees. “Osage Casinos 
have done well and I’m proud 
of the progress they have 
made, this has been a long 
time coming. I’ve been on Con-
gress since 2014, we’ve been 
talking about this place, this 
process for a very long time, 
I want to thank my (Congres-
sional) colleagues ... It’s been 
a difficult time for our people 
(due to the pandemic), our 
community and our country, 
but they didn’t waver, they 
drove forward.”

Pawhuska Mayor Roger 
Taylor joined Osage officials in 
celebrating the groundbreak-
ing speaking on behalf of the 
city. “We are very eager to see 
the Osage Nation continue to 
bring economic growth to the 
city. The casino will provide 
47 rooms, much needed lodg-
ing for visitors as numbers are 
constantly increasing ... We 
are grateful to the Osage Na-
tion, which continues to invest 
in the Pawhuska community 
to provide more job opportu-
nities for our residents and 
more accommodations and en-
tertainment for our visitors. 
We are very fortunate to have 
the Osage Nation as a working 
partner in looking forward to 
the growth of Pawhuska.”

Bighorse said Las Ve-
gas-based Marnell Archi-
tecture and Tulsa-based 
Crossland Construction will 
be working on designing and 
building the Pawhuska and 
Bartlesville casino projects. 
Marnell designed the new-
er casinos built at Skiatook, 
Ponca City and Tulsa and 
Crossland was the general con-
tractor for the Tulsa casino and  
hotel construction.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear speaks to attendees of a ground-
breaking ceremony for the new Osage Casino Hotel in Pawhuska on  
June 15, 2021. 

Chairman of the Osage Nation Gaming Enterprise Board, Mark Simms, 
gives remarks at the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Osage Casi-
no Hotel in Pawhuska on June 15, 2021. 

Literature about the new Osage Casino Hotel coming to Pawhuska in 
2022, handed out at the groundbreaking ceremony on June 15, 2021.

Osage Casinos receives full
forgiveness of $9.1 million PPP loan
Benny Polacca
Osage News 

TULSA, OK—The Osage 
Nation Gaming Enterprise 
announced it received full 
Personal Paycheck Pro-
gram loan forgiveness for 
its $9.1 million granted in 
federal funding during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

In 2020 as the COVID-19 
pandemic spread across the 
United States, the U.S. Con-
gress passed the Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security Act (CARES Act), 
which allocated billions of 
dollars for assistance to eli-
gible businesses, states and 
municipalities. As part of the 
CARES Act, the PPP was es-
tablished as a small-business 
loan program to keep work-
ers employed amid the pan-
demic.

Osage Casinos CEO By-
ron Bighorse informed the 
Gaming Enterprise Board of 
the PPP loan update during 
the June 23 meeting. “We 
did receive approval for a 
full forgiveness of our PPP 
loans,” Bighorse said, noting 
further specifics will be dis-
cussed in the meeting’s ex-
ecutive session reserved for 
business proprietary matters 
as allowed by Osage law. Af-

terward, casino management 
issued a statement on the 
loan forgiveness.

“When we were forced to 
close our seven casinos due to 
COVID-19, we feared the im-
pact would be substantial to 
the Osage Nation,” Bighorse 
said in the statement. “The 
PPP loan was critical to help-
ing us weather the storm, 
and our team was extremely 
diligent in how those funds 
were managed.”

In May 2020, ON Congress 
unanimously passed resolu-
tion ONCR 20-18 (sponsored 
by then-Congressional Speak-
er Joe Tillman) authorizing 
the GEB to sign a $9.1 mil-
lion loan for Osage Casinos 
to participate in the PPP. The 
resolution required Congres-
sional approval due to the loan 
amount, as well as a limited 
waiver of sovereign immunity 
required by the lender, which 
is Bank of Oklahoma.

According to ONCR 20-18: 
“The PPP loan amounts are 
forgivable as long as the loan 
proceeds are used to cover 
payroll costs and other allow-
able uses under the CARES 
Act for mortgage interest, rent 
and utility costs (not to exceed 
25% of the PPP amount) over 
an 8-week period after the 
loan is made to statutorily 

qualifying businesses and em-
ployee and compensation lev-
els are maintained.”

Osage Casinos sought the 
loan after all seven casino 
properties closed their doors 
in March 2020 as part of ef-
forts to reduce the COVID-19 
spread. The next month, 
about 75% of casino employ-
ees were furloughed due to 
the extended closure.

The statement noted Osage 
Casinos “moved swiftly to im-
plement safety precautions, 
cleanliness tracking software 
and operating procedures 
immediately following their 
closures. They reopened two 
months later in May 2020 
and recently hosted ESPN – 
Top Rank fights at the Sky-
line Event Center inside its 
Tulsa casino.”

The Skyline Event Center 
is now booking other special 
events and performances. Ac-
cording to the casino website, 
country music duo Maddie & 
Tae are scheduled to perform 
on July 31 and rock band The 
Revivalists have a concert 
scheduled Nov. 6.

For more information on 
casino amenities, job oppor-
tunities, to make hotel res-
ervations and entertainment 
listings, visit www.osagecasi-
nos.com

Osage Casinos to hold 
more job fair events
for open positions
Benny Polacca
Osage News

TULSA, OK—The Osage Casinos are planning more job fair 
events to attract more prospective applicants for positions at its 
seven gaming properties.

Byron Bighorse, Osage Casinos CEO, said plans are in the 
works for more job fairs following the one held June 10 in the Sky-
line Event Center at the Tulsa 
casino. He said the casino, like 
other nationwide employers, 
have struggled to maintain 
workforce numbers in wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic that 
interrupted countless indus-
tries and professions and altered many business operations.

“We are still against the hiring dilemma that everybody is,” 
Bighorse told the Gaming Enterprise Board during its June 23 
meeting. He said future job fairs will be scheduled to contin-
ue considering applicants for positions including those open in 
gaming areas, EVS, facilities, security, food & beverage and ho-
tel housekeeping.

The June job fair came as Osage Casinos announced they are 
increasing the minimum wage for their employees to $12 per 
hour and offering a $1,000 sign-on bonus for select positions.

Kyle Revard, Human Resources director for the casinos, said 
“we are up against a hiring struggle, but luckily we were able to 
take a bite out of that on June 10 when we hosted a job fair here 
at Tulsa. The results of that job fair produced 88 offers accepted 
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Osage Casino Hotel is a welcome
retreat during the hot summer months
Jessica Brent
Osage News

SKIATOOK – Step inside 
the main entrance of Osage 
Casino Hotel Skiatook on a 
hot summer day and your at-
tention will be pulled in two 
directions. To the left, a round 
outdoor swimming pool glitters 
beyond a set of glass doors. To 
the right, a swirl of red and 
orange carpeting draws you 
toward the heart of the casino 
where upwards of 400 elec-
tronic games flash and bling, 
vying for your attention. 

On the game floor, guests 
swivel in seats, cigarettes in 
hand. They take a break from 
the slots and sidle up to the Tin 
Pint where bottles of Budweis-
er and baskets of burgers are 
passed across the bar. The Tin 
Pint offers a full bar and menu 
of appetizers, pizza, and sand-
wiches at price points at $11 
or under. Electronic games are 
embedded in the bar top and 
multiple TV screens display 
sports while upbeat classics 
like Cher’s “Gypsies, Tramps 
and Thieves” and Reba McEn-
tire’s “Little Rock” energize  
the room. 

For travelers visiting Ski-
atook Lake or communities 
north and northwest of Tulsa, 
the 83,000 square foot hotel 
and casino is only available 
overnight for at least 20 miles. 
The hotel offers 34 rooms 
and two luxury suites. Price 
points range from $89 week-
night rates for double bed-
rooms to $219 weekend rates 
for a grand suite. Additional-
ly, 3,000 square feet of event 
space are available for corpo-
rate retreats, family reunions, 
weddings and other events. 
Amenities include an event 
specialist, host and cash bar, 
audio visual services, compli-
mentary parking, catering, 
and poolside reception space.

Its close proximity to Ski-
atook Lake is what sets this 
Osage Hotel and Casino apart 
from its sister sites. In addi-
tion to the hotel rooms and 
game floor, this location fea-
tures an OC Convenience 
Store, a brightly lit 24-hour 
gas station designed to be 
accessible to travelers pull-

ing boats. Ice, snacks, bottled 
drinks, and a beer cave full of 
domestic and import beers and 
wine are available for filling 
up the cooler on the way to the 
lake. Black Dog Boat Ramp is 
just 10 minutes straight shot 
west along State Highway 20 
and the Twin Points Camp-
ground is another 5 minutes 

beyond that. The Tall Chief 
Cove Campground is about 10 
minutes to the southwest. 

• Osage Casino and 
Hotel Skiatook  
Edward Gray, General 
Manager 
5591 W. Rogers Blvd, 
Skiatook, OK 74070

The Fiery Grill is a full-service restaurant located in the lobby of the casino.

An outdoor pool and hot tub are onsite for guests.

All photos courtesy of Osage Casino Hotel

Osage Casino Hotel in Skiatook is located at 5591 W. Rogers Blvd, Skia-
took, OK 74070.

Groundbreaking ceremony marks the start of
building the Bartlesville Osage Casino Hotel
Benny Polacca
Osage News

BARTLESVILLE, OK—A 
day that took years to come 
finally arrived: The Osage Na-
tion broke ground on a new 
Osage Casino Hotel here along 
U.S. 60 about three miles west 
of downtown.

Amid the day’s sunny sky 
and humid conditions, Osage 
Nation gaming and govern-
ment officials, along with 
Bartlesville area community 
members and residents gath-
ered under a white event tent 
set up at the future casino 
site on June 15 for a 10 a.m. 
groundbreaking ceremony. Of-
ficials from the Nation, casino 
management and city deliv-
ered congratulatory remarks 
on the milestone for the Na-
tion after years-long efforts to 
place the Bartlesville casino 
land into federal trust status 
for gaming purposes were com-
pleted in 2020. 

When construction is com-
pleted next year, the new Bar-

tlesville Osage Casino Hotel, 
built on more than 125 acres, 
will feature: a gaming floor 
for 500 electronic games, a 
101-room hotel tower with 15 
suites, a 10,560 square-foot 
meeting space, pool/ hot tub 
and a fitness center. The casi-
no will also feature two food/ 
beverage spaces and dedicated 
parking for buses and trucks.

Later the same day, Osage 
Casinos hosted a similar 
groundbreaking event in 
Pawhuska for its respective 
hotel/ casino project also slated 
to open next year. The land-in-
to-trust applications for Bar-
tlesville and Pawhuska were 
first submitted to the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA) in 2014 
and 2016, respectively. 

Osage Casinos CEO Byron 
Bighorse welcomed attendees 
to both project groundbreaking 
events. “We received approval 
for both applications last sum-
mer and immediately got to 
work on adjusting the scope of 
the properties to accommodate 
today’s construction costs. De-

mand in both (casino) markets 
continues to rise and I am proud 
that we worked together as an 
enterprise to see this come to 
fruition,” Bighorse said. 

The current Bartlesville ca-
sino opened in 2006 under the 
former Osage Million Dollar 
Elm Casino name on a remote 
property accessible by county 
roads located approximately 
five miles west of State High-
way 123 and four miles south 
of U.S. 60. With the new loca-
tion closer to Bartlesville city 
limits and easily accessible 
from U.S. 60, ON government 
and gaming officials anticipate 
the new property will draw 
more customers and tourists 
visiting the region, there-
by increasing revenue to the 
Nation, which pays for many 
government services and de-
partments that promote edu-
cation, culture and language 
preservation endeavors.     

Gaming Enterprise Board 
Mark Simms acknowledged 
the ON Congress and Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear during the event for their 
work and input in bringing the 
project to reality.

“We can go to this casino 
easier than (the current one) 
up on the hill. This will have 
a hotel, swimming pool, all the 
amenities that you can think 
of. As chairman of the board, 
we’ve worked with the casino 
and we have come through 
this pandemic which was pret-
ty rough on all of us including 
you, so I would like to think 
that we would all work togeth-
er as we have been in order 
to build this beautiful casino 
that we’re going to have now,” 
Simms said.

Standing Bear said he felt 
blessed to witness history 
through the years with the 
Nation’s evolution especially 
with gaming. “In 1990 when 
I took a first official role with 
our Osage Nation as Assistant 
Chief (under the former gov-
ernment), we were trying to 
figure out who gets to use the 
one vehicle we had, which was 
controlled by the CHR pro-
gram. I remember my cousins 
too working out at the bingo 
(hall) we had and trying to fig-
ure out how it all ran because I 
was working with other tribes 
at the time and here in Osage, 
we were behind in our develop-
ment. One of my dear cousins, 
who’s passed away now, said at 
the end of the night, we’d put 
all the money out and they’d 
take 10% out as their pay and 
that’s how we distributed it 
every night and we’d give the 
rest to the tribe and they’d de-
posit it,” he said, quipping the 
present-day Gaming Commis-
sion would love that story.

After leaving tribal office 
for several years, Standing 
Bear noted: “I watched many 
tribal leaders on our council, 
many directors, I watched as 
we overcame hurdle after hur-
dle, we had our debates and 
arguments, a lot of emotions, 
and I saw how we kept going 
forward … We were talking 
about the 1906 Act when I 
first got elected. We were 
looking back and knew some 
of those original allottees and 
we would consult with them … 
We should always do that to 

know our history, who we are. 
But what I love seeing is how 
we evolve and how we keep go-
ing forward and you all right 
now are living proof of all that 
came before us and you are the 
living proof of how it’s going to 
be in the future. So, let’s keep 
working together.”

Congressional Speaker Ange-
la Pratt, who has served in Con-
gress since 2014, also echoed 
praising the years-long efforts 
to place the two land parcels in 
federal trust. “I appreciate the 
work that was done in order to 
place this land into trust, thank 
you to the past gaming board, 
the current board, (Osage Ca-
sinos Chief Operations Offi-
cer Kimberly) Pearson, Legal 
Counsel Terry Mason Moore ... 
others that have been involved, 
it’s a long process and I look for-
ward to the days to come that 
gets better at the Department 
of Interior.”

Pratt also acknowledged 
Congress members in atten-
dance at one or both ground-
breaking events including 
Alice Goodfox, Eli Potts, Pam 
Shaw, Paula Stabler, Scott 
BigHorse, Joe Tillman, Billy 
Keene and Jodie Revard. Oth-
er ON officials attending both 
events that day include Assis-
tant Principal Chief Raymond 
Red Corn and GEB member 
Mark Revard.

Regent Bank Market Pres-
ident and Bartlesville City 
Councilman Trevor Dorsey 
attended and represented the 
Bartlesville Regional Chamber 
of Commerce that day. He said 
the organization has “enjoyed 
a great relationship with the 
Osage Nation since 2006. Some 
of the things the Chamber 
promotes is economic growth, 
pro-business environment, 
promoting tourism... I think 
we align pretty good with the 
Osage Nation. We’re very ex-
cited to see this groundbreak-
ing today which we know will 
further economic development, 
create jobs in this market and 
further help the Osage Nation.”

Expected completion of both 
Pawhuska and Bartlesville 
projects is in fall 2022. “We an-
ticipate adding approximately 
50-75 new full-time positions 
between both projects,” Big-
horse said. As for the current 
casino structures that will be 
vacant when the new casinos 
open, Bighorse said: “We are 
still discussing those options 
and have not made any deci-
sions at this time.”

Las Vegas-based Marnell 
Architecture and Tulsa-based 
Crossland Construction are 
working on designing and 
building the Pawhuska and 
Bartlesville casino projects. 
Marnell designed the newer ca-
sinos built at Skiatook, Ponca 
City and Tulsa and Crossland 
was the general contractor for 
the Tulsa casino and hotel con-
struction. Bighorse also said 
the casino hired White Buffalo 
LLC as the owner’s represen-
tative on both projects.

A scanned image of literature given to attendees at the groundbreaking 
for the new Osage Casino Hotel in Bartlesville on June 15, 2021.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Officials from the Osage Nation, Osage Casinos and the Gaming Enter-
prise Board break ground on the new site of Osage Casino Hotel in Bar-
tlesville.

Officials from the Osage Nation, Osage Casinos and the Gaming Enter-
prise Board at a groundbreaking ceremony for the new site of Osage Ca-
sino Hotel in Bartlesville. 
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Employees for Osage Wind work on a base of a wind turbine along 
Highway 60, just west of Pawhuska. Osage Wind dug pits measuring 
60 feet wide and 30 feet deep. 

Federal Judge rules 
in favor of Minerals 
Council in case against 
wind companies
Osage News

TULSA — A federal judge 
recently ruled in favor of 
the Osage Minerals Council 
in the ongoing case United 
States v. Osage Wind LLC. 

On May 21, Judge Gregory 
Frizzell with the Northern 
District of Oklahoma again 
sided with the United States 
and the minerals council 
against Osage Wind, LLC; 
Enel Kansas, LLC; and Enel 
Green Power North Ameri-
ca, Inc. The three companies 
filed partial objections to the 
discovery process a Magis-
trate Judge had set forth in 
the case. Frizzell wrote the 
judge committed no error.

“… the Partial Objections 
to Magistrate Judge’s Opin-
ions and Orders … of de-
fendants Osage Wind, LLC; 
Enel Kansas, LLC; and Enel 
Green Power North America, 
Inc. are overruled, and Osage 
Wind’s request that this court 
revisit reverse portions of the 
Magistrate Judge’s Opinions 
and Orders … is denied,” 
Frizzell wrote in his opinion. 

In 2017, the 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals held that 
mining had occurred with-
in the mineral estate when 
the companies built 84 wind 
turbines along Highway 60, 
just north of Fairfax. Mining 
within the mineral estate re-
quires a lease approved by the 
council and the Secretary of  
the Interior. 

This newest ruling comes 
after Frizzell sided with 
the council in an Jan. 11 or-
der and granted a motion 
for judgment on the plead-
ings to prohibit the wind 
companies from raising five 
specific defenses based in 
Oklahoma law rather than 
federal law in January. Friz-
zell noted that state laws do 
not automatically apply to 
the federal government when 
acting as a trustee and that 
the state of Oklahoma nev-
er had jurisdiction over the  
mineral estate.

Osage Minerals Council 
Chairman Everett Waller de-
clined comment.

Minerals Council aims
to streamline efforts by
discontinuing committees
Kennedy Sepulvado
Osage News

The Osage Minerals 
Council voted to disassemble 
their committees, however 
that doesn’t mean the work 
the committees did will go 
unfinished. The council as a 
whole will do the work that 
was once separated by the 
committees led by council 
members.

The council discussed the 
idea of ending the individ-
ual committees during the 
executive session of the May 
20 meeting. Councilwom-
an Marsha Harlan made 
the motion to end the indi-
vidual committees, it was 
seconded by Councilwoman  
Margo Gray.

 “I would like to make 
a motion that in an effort 
to act more cohesively and 
streamline the efforts of 
the minerals council that 
we disassemble all commit-
tees of the council and that 
we return to the order of all 
work being performed by the 
council as a whole,” Council-
woman Harlan said.

The motion to end the 
committees passed with six 
votes, and one abstained 

vote from Chairman Ever-
ett Waller. Waller said his 
reasoning for not voting 
is because as chairman he 
would oversee the additional 
agendas and he wanted that 
decision to be made by the  
council members.

Though the motion passed 
with all council members 
voting yes, not everyone is 
excited about the change. 

 “As the former Chairman 
of the successful Well Plug-
ging Committee, I would like 
to see this committee re-es-
tablished,” said Councilman 
Paul Revard

In the statement sent to 
Osage News, Revard ad-
dressed the recent $3 million 
in federal funding the former 
Well Plugging committee re-
ceived. Approximately one 
third of that funding is still 
available for plugging wells 
and an additional $10 mil-
lion has been requested for 
the well plugging program. 

Revard said, “It seems ap-
propriate and reasonable to 
me to have a Well Plugging 
Committee dedicated to this 
endeavor.”

The dissolution of the 
mineral council’s commit-
tees went into effect imme-
diately. 

Not your average quarantine 
From ribbon work 
to emergency  
management
Natasha Lovato
Osage News

When the COVID-19 pan-
demic took hold of the world 
just over a year ago, it’s safe to 
say nearly everyone was wild-
ly unprepared for what was to 
come, except for one individual. 
Dante Biss-Grayson Halleck is 
an Osage Nation member, an 
artist and the Chinle Service 
Unit’s Acting Quality Direc-
tor and Safety Officer in the 
Navajo area in Arizona. The 
12 years of overseas military 

duty and a master’s degree in 
emergency management pro-
vided him with the knowledge 
to help tackle the pandemic 
within Navajo Nation.

“When we got into it, the 
plans we had didn’t add up to 
what the reality was,” Biss-
Grayson said. “I was in charge 
of the utilization and strate-
gies, then I jumped on the flu 
team when flu season rolled 
around. At the end of the day, 
everyone pushed politics aside 
and rose to the challenge to 
help out the Native commu-
nities.” Biss-Grayson recog-
nized his unique disposition 
being the only Native on the 
team and having his particu-

lar background to help cover 
the arena in all aspects so that 
nothing was overlooked. 

“The Navajo lack access to 
resources and if you look at 
the history, there are no safe-
ty nets in place,” Biss-Grayson 
said. He further explained the 
issue with the medical centers 

in urban areas was that with 
over 27,000 miles of land on 
the Navajo reservation there 
was a major need to link the 
services as far as vaccines and 
resources. “Every time they 
discussed federal and local law 
I was there to remind them 
about the tribal jurisdiction. 
We need voices to give that 
ability to remind people how 
impacted Indian Country is 
and where our voice is at the 
top,” he said.

Now that the rest of the 
world has a grasp on the vir-
tual world that a quarantine 
lifestyle created, Biss-Grayson 
wants to bolster it even more. 

“Broadband information is 
key,” he said. “People discuss 
the water issues and, sure, 
some areas could benefit but 
we need a lot of monitoring 
and to be on alert to system-
atically move toward fully 
opening but being on edge in 
case something breaks out 
again.” Biss-Grayson also 
explained that because of 

Dante Biss-Grayson Halleck painting in his studio.

Courtesy Photos/Dante Biss-Grayson Halleck

Dante Biss-Grayson Halleck was 
recently awarded a COVID-19 Pan-
demic Civilian Service Medal from 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

Biss-Grayson’s skirts have been 
worn to advocate for the Nation-
al Indigenous Women’s Resource 
Center, Noise is Power, Sovereign 
Bodies Institute, Directly to Indi-
viduals in Need and the National 
Women’s Association of Canada.

an and the film’s community 
consultant Brandy Lemon; 
and Standing Bear’s staff, Ja-
son Zaun, Casey Johnson, Ge-
nie Herren and Sheryl Decker. 

Standing Bear said the cast 
and crew shook their hands af-
terward and said they appreci-
ated the prayers. 

“I took the opportunity to 
tell them that the Osage are 
prayerful people and how our 
elders liked to talk to God,” he 

said. “I told them I appreciat-
ed everyone I’ve met so far and 
that they were being respect-
ful to the Osage and Osage 
ways, and that we’ve been on 
a long journey.” 

The ceremony was a beauti-
ful and moving occasion, a fit-
ting way to mark the start of 
filming, which began on April 
19, according to the release. 
It gave the filmmakers an op-
portunity to express directly to 
the Osage people their great 
appreciation for welcoming 
them onto their land.

BlessIng 
–from Page 3

HEaltH updatE
Dr. Amanda Bighorse hired as 
WahZhaZhe Health Center CMO
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Starting July 1, Dr. Aman-
da Bighorse will return and 
assume her new duties at the 
Osage Nation Health Services 
WahZhaZhe Health Center as 
Chief Medical Officer.

Bighorse (Osage and Cher-
okee) previously worked at 
the WZZHC in Pawhuska 
(2017-2018) as an American 
Osteopathic Board of Family 
Physicians-certified Family 
Medicine Physician. In a state-
ment, Bighorse said she looks 
forward to returning and serv-
ing the community. 

“I am so excited about 
the opportunity to return 
to Pawhuska and serve the 
Osage community again,” 
Bighorse said. “In speaking 
with Chief (Geoffrey) Stand-
ing Bear, other members of 
the leadership team and the 
community, it is apparent we 
all share a similar vision and 
goal for the future: To create a 
health system which provides 
exceptional quality of care and 
continues to evolve to meet the 
needs of our people. I am look-
ing forward to my new role and 
doing my part to help make 
this happen.”

Bighorse rejoins the WZZHC 
staff following the resignation 
of Dr. Ron Shaw who served as 
CEO and Chief Medical Officer 
since 2018 following his resig-
nation from the ON Congress. 
Shaw resigned via letter to 
Standing Bear in April and his 
departure was official in June. 
Shaw was instrumental in the 
Nation’s compact with the In-
dian Health Service for the 
creation of the WZZHC.

According to an Osage 
Nation press release: “The 

WahZhaZhe Health Center 
is a 9,731 sq-ft facility with 
a drive-through pharmacy 
and direct mail program lo-
cated on the Osage Nation 
campus. The Nation strives 
to be a strong, culturally-sen-
sitive healthcare system that 
transforms the health of the 
communities it serves and pro-
vides Native American fami-
lies with healthcare they can 
rely on. Direct services are 
available to all eligible Na-
tive Americans and referred 
care is allowable to those re-
siding within the Osage Na-
tion Reservation, Kay, Grant, 
Noble, Payne, Pawnee and  
Garfield Counties.”

The release said Bighorse 
studied at Northeastern State 
University before becoming 
a Doctor of Osteopathic Med-
icine at the Oklahoma State 
University College of Osteo-
pathic Medicine and later 
served as Chief Family Med-
icine Resident at Tahlequah 
City Hospital. Before working 
at the WZZHC, Bighorse was 
an attending physician at the 
Cherokee Nation W.W. Hast-
ings Primary Care Clinic.

Bighorse also previously 
served as medical director for 
the CN’s Vinita Health Center 
and was featured in a 2018 ar-
ticle by The DO healthcare-fo-
cused publication. “For Dr. 
Bighorse, treating the Native 
population and its specific 
needs is a privilege. ‘It really is 
an honor to develop a relation-
ship with a patient that trusts 
you with information about 
their life that they wouldn’t 
otherwise share. It’s a role I 
take seriously,’” Bighorse told 
The DO.  

In a statement, Standing 
Bear said he is confident the 
WZZHC “will thrive under 
the direction of Dr. Bighorse. 
The medical leadership of our 
Osage Nation health systems 
is now in the hands of the most 
capable Dr. Amanda Bighorse, 
we are looking forward to the 
future with her.”

For more information on 
clinic services and appoint-
ments, the WahZhaZhe Health 
Center can be reached at (918) 
287-9300 or visit the website 
at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/wah-zha-zhe-
health-center 

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

From left: Cindra Shangreau, Health Authority Board chairwoman; Kirk 
Shaw, WZZHC Manager; Dr. Amanda Bighorse and Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear.

See BIss-graysOn
—Continued  on Page 22
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Osage women dress KOTFM actress for Pawhuska Inlonshka
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Indigenous actress Cara 
Jade Myers, who is portray-
ing Anna Brown in Martin 
Scorsese’s highly anticipat-
ed film “Killers of the Flower 
Moon,” received the full Inlon-
shka experience at Pawhuska  
on Thursday. 

With a sweltering high of 
98 degrees and a heat index 
of 108, Janese Sieke and her 
daughter Gianna, the Osage 
Nation Princess, dressed My-
ers in Osage clothes for both 
the afternoon dance and eve-
ning dance. Myers is enrolled 
in the Wichita Tribe and is 
also Kiowa. Janese and Gi-
anna are from the Lasley Fam-
ily, and they dressed Myers at 
the Grayhorse District camp. 

“Yesterday was truly amaz-
ing!! I don’t have words to 
describe the kindness and 
generosity of Janese and Gigi! 
I love these ladies so much! 
Now I can say I was dressed 
by royalty!! 👑 @osageinsubur-
bia & @gigi.von.sieke,” wrote 
Myers on her Instagram page 
@cara.jade.myers. 

“Thank you so much for in-
viting me and answering all 
of my questions! And for the 
dance lessons!! And thank 
you Frances for helping me 
out with my shawl!! You’re  
amazing!

Of course a huge thank you 
to @a_few_goodfoxes & Tara 
Damron for making me look 

real keen with the most amaz-
ing butterfly pleat! 🦋 I appre-
ciate you ladies so much!!!” she 
wrote. “Yesterday was so heal-
ing for me! Being in commu-
nity, hearing the bells, feeling 
the drum & being surrounded 
by tradition, resilience, and 
friends/ family! ♥ ♥ ♥ 

“Thank you with all my 
heart ♥  I will remember this 
forever.”

Born in Phoenix, Arizona, 
Myers was raised in the small 

Arizona town of Prescott Val-
ley and makes her home in Los 
Angeles. She has appeared on 
film and TV in “Rutherford 
Falls,” “Masters of Fear,” “This 
is Us,” “Hermione Granger & 
The Quarter Life Crisis” and 
“Ward of the State.” Myers 
attended both Grayhorse and 
Hominy Inlonshka dances, but 
this is the first time she has 
worn Osage clothes to dance.

Osage women’s clothing is 
not easy to come by as it is all 

handmade, nor is it easy to put 
on. Osage women wear yards 
of broadcloth for their skirt, 
and it is wrapped and pleated 
in a specific manner unique 
to Osage women. Grayhorse 
cooks Alyssa Goodfox and Tara 
Damron were on hand to help 
with her pleat.

“We wanted to honor Cara 
for all her hard work on the film 
‘Killers of the Flower Moon,’ 
and for also being so kind and 
gracious to the Osage commu-

nity. She’s been present, open 
and generous to everyone she’s 
met, and we wanted to honor 
her in this way,” Sieke said. 
“She also came face-to-face 
with family survivors of An-
na’s murderer.”

Myers is portraying Anna 
Brown, the older sister of the 
film’s heroine Mollie Burkhart. 
In 1921, the 36-year-old Brown 
was murdered by Kelsie Morri-
son and Bryan Burkhart. She 
was shot by Morrison and her 
body was later found in a ra-
vine near Fairfax. In 1922, 
Morrison murdered an Osage 
man named William Stepson. 
His great-granddaughter is 
Alyssa Goodfox, the Gray-
horse cook who helped Myers 
with her pleat. Lasley said 
when Goodfox told Myers 
that Morrison also murdered 
her great-grandfather, it was 
a significant moment for all  
of them.  

“It was such a unique and 
amazing experience,” Sieke 
said. “She was just so grateful 
and loved being surrounded by 
Grayhorse women.”

As the dance began and the 
women began dancing, Myers 
could be seen dancing with 
various Osage friends she has 
made along the way. Often 
smiling and enjoying fellow-
ship. One could almost imag-
ine that Anna Brown would 
have done the same, if only she 
had lived.

Mural dedicated at NOC Cultural Engagement Center
Scott Cloud
Northern Oklahoma College

A mural by Osage art-
ist Yatika Starr Fields was 
dedicated June 16 at the 
Northern Oklahoma College 
Cultural Engagement Center  
in Tonkawa. 

The 20 by 50 feet mural 
is a result of a collaboration 
between Pickens Museum  
and NOC. 

“When Cheryl Evans said 
they were looking for an artist 
to paint a mural for the engage-
ment center, I immediately rec-
ommended Yatika,” said Hugh 
Pickens, Executive Director 
of Pickens Museum in a news 
release. He said Pickens Muse-
um already has 10 paintings by 
Fields in its permanent collec-
tion. “Yatika was delighted to 
have the opportunity to paint a 

mural that will inspire Native 
American students at NOC.”

NOC President Dr. Cheryl 
Evans said the mural will com-
plete the fourth phase of a proj-
ect designed to enhance the 
Cultural Engagement Center. 

Fields appreciated those 
who attended the dedication at 
NOC.

“This is pretty spectacular,” 
he said in the release. “To see 
this project come to fruition is 
pretty amazing and I appreci-
ate all of you that are here to-
day to enjoy it.”

As Fields pointed out the dif-
ferent aspects of the mural and 
explained their significance, he 
also discussed the overall at-
mosphere of the mural.

“I see this as welcoming for 
students who enter this place,” 
he said. “This is a gathering 

Janese Sieke ties an Osage woman's choker 
on to Indigenous actress Cara Jade Myers on  
June 24, 2021.

Indigenous actress Cara Jade Myers was honored 
by the Lasley Family on June 24, 2021, and they 
dressed her in Osage clothes to dance at Pawhuska 
Inlonshka.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Indigenous actress Cara Jade Myers and Osage Nation 
Princess Gianna Sieke at the Grayhorse District's camp at 
Pawhuska Inlonshka on June 24, 2021.

ABOVE: Janese Sieke helps put an Osage women's broadcloth skirt on 
Indigenous actress Cara Jade Myers on Thursday of Pawhuska Inlonsh-
ka. Myers is portraying Anna Brown in the upcoming film, "Killers of the 
Flower Moon."

MIDDLE: Janese Sieke and Tara Damron help put on an Osage women's 
woven belt on Indigenous actress Cara Jade Myers on June 24, 2021.

FAR RIGHT: Indigenous actress Cara Jade Myers has Osage women's pins 
placed on her shirt on June 24, 2021.

Grayhorse cook Alyssa Goodfox and Osage Nation Princess Gianna Sieke 
help Indigenous actress Cara Jade Myers with an Osage women's shirt on 
June 24, 2021.

From left, Grayhorse cook Alyssa Goodfox, Indigenous actress 
Cara Jade Myers, Tara Damron, Janese Sieke and Osage Nation 
Princess Gianna Sieke at the Grayhorse District camp on June 
24, 2021. Sieke dressed Myers in Osage clothes to honor her 
for her work on the upcoming film, "Killers of the Flower Moon."

John Pickard/Northern Oklahoma College

Yatika Fields Starr describes his mural at the dedication on June 16. 
See Mural

—Continued  on Page 18
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𐓬𐓘𐓮𐓶𐓧𐓣
(Grayhorse)

All Photos by CODY HAMMER / Osage News

Dancers head to the dance arbor for the Grayhorse Inlonshka. Caesar Williams announces the Grayhorse Drumkeeper at the Grayhorse Inlonshka. 

Osage Nation Congresswoman Brandy Lemon looks on as her daughter stirs 
food at their camp at the Grayhorse Inlonshka. 

Nahmee Grayce Wildcat, 2, gives 
a big smile for the Osage News .

New mother Robynn Rulo holds her baby Mary Yellowhorse Shaw 
and stands with her mother Dana Daylight. 

LEFT: Grayhorse cooks Marville 
Kennedy, Paula Martinez, Marcy 
Wakeford and Sydna Yellowfish.

RIGHT: Men of the Grayhorse Dis-
trict enjoy Committee Dinner at 
the Grayhorse Inlonshka.

LEFT: Teenage Osage girls 
dance at the Grayhorse In-
lonshka.

RIGHT: Pork steam fry, 
meat gravy and grape 
dumplings are some of the 
dishes served at the Gray-
horse Committee Dinner. 

ttttt

ttttt

t t t t t

t t t t t

Dancers from the Grayhorse District wait for the Inlonshka to start. Tom Ashmore puts on his moccasin before the eve-
ning dance at the Grayhorse Inlonshka.

Bobby Harris puts his son Titan’s roach on at the Cass 
Camp at the Grayhorse Inlonshka. 

LEFT: A young boy from the Green Family prepares for his first time to 
dance at the Grayhorse Inlonshka.

BELOW: Women from the Greene Camp pose for a photo before heading 
to the Grayhorse Inlonshka dance arbor. 
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𐓺𐓪͘𐓺𐓪𐓧𐓣
(Hominy)

Hominy District Cooks wear new aprons made by Jasmine Phetsacksith for Committee Dinner. 
Hominy Cook and Osage Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt braids 
her son’s hair before the dance.

A young boy of the Hominy District prepares to dance for 
the first time at the Hominy Inlonshka.

The Hominy District hosts Committee Dinner for the visiting dis-
tricts of Grayhorse and Pawhuska.

The family of a young boy dancing for the first time places 
a Pendleton blanket on Town Crier Caesar Williams.

A teenage boy of the Hominy District prepares to dance for the first time at the Hominy Inlonshka.

A young boy of the Hominy District prepares to dance for the first time at 
the Hominy Inlonshka. All Photos by CODY HAMMER / Osage News

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Boys from the Grayhorse District make their way to the Grayhorse Inlonshka 
dance arbor.

Committee members from the Grayhorse, Hominy and Pawhuska district dance committees enjoy Grayhorse 
Committee Dinner. 

Town Crier Caesar Williams rings the bell, alerting dancers it’s almost time to dance. 

Jaydin Shaw makes his way to the Grayhorse arbor.

Head Committeeman Archie Mason, Drumkeeper Jacob Lux, Curtis Bear and Tim Tall Chief make their way to 
the Grayhorse Inlonshka dance arbor.

Grayhorse cooks tend to the dishes cooking on the fire for the Com-
mittee Dinner. 
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𐓺𐓪͘𐓺𐓪𐓧𐓣
ABOVE: A young boy of the Hominy District prepares to 
dance for the first time at the Hominy Inlonshka

RIGHT: Taylor Hight prepares for the dance at the Hominy 
Inlonshka.

All photos by

CODY HAMMER
Osage News

BELOW: A young boy of the Hominy District prepares to 
dance for the first time at the Hominy Inlonshka.

Hominy district cook January Phetsacksith brushes her daughter’s hair 
before the dance begins.

(Hominy)

LEFT: Osage girls prepare for 
the dance at the Hominy In-
lonshka.

RIGHT: A mother and son 
prepare for the dance at the 
Hominy Inlonshka.

BELOW LEFT: Erin Casoose 
prepares for the dance at the 
Hominy Inlonshka.

BELOW RIGHT: Osage girls 
prepare for the dance at the 
Hominy Inlonshka. 
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Hominy District cook January Phetsacksith helps cook committee dinner.

Eddie Gray poses for a photo with his sons before the evening dance  
begins.

Drum warmer Rick Luttrell carries in the drum for the dance, followed by 
Drumkeeper Gideon Goodeagle Jr. and his father.  

Hominy District Drumkeeper Gideon Goodeagle Jr. shakes the hand of 
Grayhorse Head Committeeman Archie Mason at their committee dinner. 

Mason Cunningham and his daughter make their way to the dance at 
Hominy Inlonshka.
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Osage Nation Foundation
announces Osage Artist Registry
Osage News

The Osage Nation Foun-
dation is introducing a new 
online platform designed to 
showcase Osage artists. 

The ONF Artist Regis-
try will feature information 
about Osage artists and 
their work as well as select-
ed contact information. The 
registry will be on the ONF 
website and the Foundation 
is inviting Osage artists to 
submit their information to 
be included in the registry 
which will be published later 
this summer. The submission 
can only be completed online 
at https://www.osagefoun-
dation.org/artist-sign-up.  

The registry will feature 
self-submitted informa-
tion about the artists’ back-
ground, style of artwork, as 
well as photos of the artists 
and their work as well as 
their contact and website in-

formation. Artists will also 
be required to submit a copy 
of their Osage Nation mem-
bership card to verify Osage 
membership and can indicate 
as part of the submission pro-
cess what, if any, contact in-
formation they want included 
on the registry. 

“One of our primary ob-
jectives of the Foundation 
is to support cultural activi-
ties of the Osage people and 
specifically Osage artists,” 
said ONF Executive Director 
Bill Webb. “By establishing 
an artist registry, we hope 
to provide artists additional 
exposure to be seen and con-

tacted by those interested in 
their work. By being online, 
this registry will also help our 
artists gain higher positions 
in internet search results – 
increasing their chances of 
being noticed. The registry 
will also provide interested 
parties a way to contact the 
individual artist.” 

The Osage Nation Foun-
dation, a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
charitable organization es-
tablished in 2005. The mis-
sion of the Foundation is to 
promote and enhance the 
general welfare of the people 
of the Osage Nation by sup-
porting cultural, educational, 
health, historical, communi-
ty, and other appropriate ac-
tivities and programs. 

Artists are encouraged to 
submit their information as 
soon as possible. For more 
information about the Osage 
Artist Registry, visit www.
osagefoundation.org 

It’s a bird, it’s a plane, 
no, it’s … The Owl
Osage comic book 
makes its debut
Natasha Lovato
Osage News

If you thought Osage Nation 
reached its peak cool factor 
already, think again. Queue, 
The Owl: Osage Guardian, a 
comic book thriller about the 
Native American vigilante, 
The Owl and his dispense of 
justice in 1930s Oklahoma. 
Osage Writer and Graph-
ic Designer Skyler Ammons 
meshed his passion for graphic 
design and Native lineage into 
this noir-inspired piece of work 
and looks forward to the many 
stories there are to tell.

“Oklahoma has untapped 
potential for stories,” Ammons 
said. “Not just superheroes 
but everything. There are so 
many plots to be made, espe-
cially with Osage.” Ammons 
developed his independent 
self-publishing brand called 
Blue Turtle Comics and with 
The Owl being the third book 

he has published, he looks for-
ward to creating even more 
stories and narratives con-
cerning Oklahoma and the 
Osage people. 

Ammons’ fascination with 
historical fiction and superhe-
roes alike started at an early 
age from reading his parent’s 

The Owl: Osage Guardian is the newest comic book creation from Osage 
artist and graphic designer, Skyler Ammons. 

Osage artist and graphic designer 
Skyler Ammons has developed his 
own publishing brand called Blue 
Turtle Comics.

See the Owl
—Continued  on Page 22

Personal Essay:
Pawhuska District Drumkeeper
Submitted by Cole Burris [Pawhuska 
District Drumkeeper 2019 - present]

Hi, my name is Cole Burris, 
I am the Pawhuska Drum-
keeper. I have been my dis-
trict’s Drumkeeper since 2019, 
but I have danced for 14 years 
of my 18. Being a Drumkeeper 
means that I get to the dances 
first and leave last, I provide 
food and make sure everyone 
in my district is welcomed to 
dress and eat. I lead my dis-
trict into the dances and re-
ceive gifts when more people 
want to dance. The dances are 
a traditional ceremony Osages 
hold every year in June typi-
cally, this has been a tradition 
for hundreds of years. There 
are only three Drumkeepers, 
the Grayhorse Drumkeeper, 
Hominy Drumkeeper, and 
Pawhuska Drumkeeper. Each 
Drumkeeper and his family 
are in charge of their district, 
they decide who gets to be on 
their committee, who should 
be their people in charge, and 
who should be the Waterboys. 
The Drumkeepers are a very 
important part of our dances.

My experiences being Drum-
keeper so far have been busy 
to say the least, there is a lot 
of responsibility and work to 
be done. I must dance all four 
days in each district because 
when someone goes in to dance 
after getting named and show-
ing that they are Osage, they 
pay respect to the Drumkeep-
ers by giving them a tradition-
al blanket called a Pendleton 
because they will dance in 
their district. A Drumkeeper 
has more responsibilities than 
just those in June, we have to 
take care of passings if some-
one on our committee passes 
away, we must prepare food in 
the leading months into June, 
and we must pay off the drum 

the year after receiving it. The 
work to become a Drumkeeper 
has been a long road of being 
disciplined enough to go to the 
dances even though I didn’t 
need to do so. I can’t say I did 
it all, my parents helped me 
dress, drove me and pushed 
me to dance and become a 
Waterboy for the Drumkeep-
er before me. After four years 
of dancing as a Waterboy, the 
Drumkeeper passed the drum 
onto me. Becoming a Drum-
keeper isn’t just luck, it is hard 
work, dancing when not many 
people would.

To be a Drumkeeper means 

a lot because not only do you 
have the title, you also have 
the ability to decide the com-
mittee and the respect from 
people who know who you are. 
Being a Drumkeeper you also 
will go down in history, every-
body will remember you, not 
only your district either, peo-
ple from other districts can re-
member when they were little 
and you were the other Drum-
keeper. You’re a Drumkeeper 
for however many years your 
family wants you to be – the 
years vary between 4-10 years, 
but you will always be one of 
the Drumkeepers.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Pawhuska Drumkeeper Cole Burris follows his Head Committeeman 
George Stabler to the dance arbor at Grayhorse Inlonshka.

As time went on and the 
supply of military coats ran 
out, Osages began making 
their own. The evolution 
of the wedding coat went 
from using it in marriages 
in the early 1900s, to using 
it for Inlonshka after World 
War II. The exchange of 
wedding coats now symbol-

izes the transfer in lead-
ership of the dance to the  
new Drumkeeper. 

Editor’s Note: We had to 
take a year off from the In-
lonshka in 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We felt 
it was appropriate to cele-
brate this event by dedicat-
ing our front page and this 
newspaper to the Inlonshka. 
We hope you enjoy this front 
page and July edition of the 
Osage News.

InlOnshka 
–from Page 1

Voices from the Drum exhibit opens 
July 23 at Osage Nation Museum
Osage News

The visually stunning Voic-
es from the Drum exhibit has 
finally come to the Osage Na-
tion Museum. 

The ONM will host an open-
ing reception for the exhibit on 
Friday, July 23 from 7-9 p.m. 
The event is free and open to 
the public. The exhibit will run 
through March 26, 2022. Voic-
es from the Drum was initiat-
ed and produced by the Osage 
Nation Foundation and curat-
ed by the ONM. 

According to an Osage Na-
tion Museum press release, 
“The exhibit is the result of a 
remarkable community arts 
initiative of the Osage Nation 
Foundation. The concept orig-

See druM
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Osage News

Jessica Moore Harjo stands next to her drum. “Little Stars from the Sky 
Lodge,” 2018. Pine, birch, bison hide, steel, acrylic paint.

The Owl: Osage Guardian is the newest comic book creation from Osage 
artist and graphic designer, Skyler Ammons. The comic book thriller is 
about a Native American vigilante, The Owl and his dispense of justice in 
1930s Oklahoma.
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Assistant Director 
Position Open at 
StrongHearts
Native Helpline
Osage News

StrongHearts Native Helpline 
(1-844-7NATIVE) is seeking a 
full-time Assistant Director. The 
position will be based at the orga-
nization’s national headquarters 
office in Eagan, Minnesota. The 
annual salary is negotiable.

The Assistant Director reports 
to the StrongHearts Director and is 
responsible for the following major 
tasks: supervision and oversight 
of StrongHearts Native Helpline 
operations; providing leadership 
and aligning staff and resources to 
fulfill organizational goals and ob-
jectives; and providing administra-
tion supervision and oversight for 
the organization.

“We are seeking an individual 
with five years’ experience in di-
rect services to victims of domestic 
and/or sexual violence or similar 
human services program with do-
mestic and sexual violence experi-
ence preferred, said StrongHearts 
Director Lori Jump (Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians). 
“With that level of experience and 
knowledge in the field, our new As-
sistant Director also must be well 
versed in issues surrounding do-
mestic, dating and sexual violence 
to capably serve as an organization 
spokesperson.”

“We also would prefer that our 
new Assistant Director has sig-
nificant experience living and/or 
working in Native communities, 
is deeply rooted in Indigenous 
thought and culture, and is in-
formed by high-quality research 
and approaches,” said Jump.

For a complete list of essential 
responsibilities and duties; re-
quired minimum knowledge, skills 
and abilities; and requirements 
and work conditions, visit: strong-
heartshelpline.org/about/jobs.

inated with an inspiring conversation 
between members of the ONF and Wil-
son Pipestem. Pipestem was motivated 
by his brother Rock Pipestem’s partic-
ipation in Osage drum making. Wilson 
presented the concept of using the hand 
drum as an artistic canvas. The ONF 
commissioned singer and drummaker, 
Rock Pipestem, to produce 19 drums to 
be designed by Osage artists. The art-
ists used the beautiful, natural form of 
the drum as a canvas to express their 
individual ideas and understanding of 
its significance among Osages.” 

Bill Webb, Executive Director of the 
Osage Nation Foundation and project 
director for Voices from the Drum said 
the ONF Board of Trustees feel the 
exhibit is important because it allows 
for the documentation of the role of the 
drum in Osage culture while present-
ing an opportunity to support and pro-
mote Osage artists. 

The drum stands at the heart of 
Osage cultural activities and brings 
people together. For many, this com-
munity-based project accomplishes 
just that. It assembles the creativity, 
knowledge and talent of 19 practicing 
artists that includes established pro-
fessionals and new talent, according to 
the release.

“Too often, we consider tradition-
al forms as unchanging forces, some-
times becoming inert by our desire 
to preserve them and keep them the 
same in perpetuity,” said ONM Di-
rector, Marla Redcorn-Miller. “Voic-
es from the Drum, however, opens an 
avenue for fresh perspectives to enter 
our traditional practices, celebrating 
them and renewing their purpose for  
people of today.” 

Exhibiting artists include: Nor-
man Akers, Dante Biss-Grayson Hal-
leck, Joe Don Brave, June Carpenter, 
Sarah Elsberry, Anita Fields, Yati-
ka Starr Fields, Jessica Moore Har-
jo, Kilan Jacobs, Jonathan Lunsford, 
Harleigh Moore, Ted Moore, Vanessa 
Moore, Rock Pipestem, Wendy Pon-
ca, Alex Ponca Stock, Jon RedCorn, 
RA Red Corn, Addie Roanhorse, and  
Jennifer Tiger. 

For more information on exhib-
it rental, contact: Bill Webb bwebb@
osagefoundation.org (405) 415-0383.

druM 
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My experience with gaslighting
Diane Pavlat
StrongHearts Native Helpline

I was pregnant with our first child 
when I drove him to the doctor’s of-
fice. He said that he broke his ankle 
when he jumped down from the back 
of his truck and rolled his foot. I was 
concerned about him, and our future 
because he had just completed train-
ing to become a corrections officer. We 
both worried this accident could jeop-
ardize his career in corrections. The 
nurse came in and examined his ankle. 
She explained that the break likely oc-
curred when the other man in the alter-
cation kicked him. Tears rushing to my 
eyes, the nurse looked at me and said, 
“Don’t worry, he’s going to be fine.”

My tears were not for his well-being 
and he knew it. They were for the in-
stant betrayal I felt when I realized he 
had lied to me. Little did I know the ex-
tent to which his lies would permeate 
every aspect of our lives. I was the frog 
in the frying pan analogy. When the 
heat is turned up slowly, the frog nev-
er realizes what's happening. Much in 
the same way, he would affectionately 
tease me and call me names - so much 
so that I got used to it. My eldest sister 
once told me that she didn’t like how 
he belittled me. I assured her that he 
was teasing.

What is Gaslighting?
A common technique of abusers, 

dictators, narcissists and cult leaders 
alike, “gaslighting” is an abuse tactic 
in which a person gains power by mak-
ing a victim question reality. Abusive 
partners refuse to acknowledge their 
actions or role in the abuse instead ei-
ther denying it happened or blaming 
the victim. It makes it that much more 
difficult for victims of gaslighting to 
recognize that they are being abused.

ADHD and Gaslighting
I live with ADHD or Attention Deficit 

Hyperactive Disorder which is a neuro-
developmental disorder that causes the 
person to have trouble paying attention 
(to details) and controlling impulsive 
behaviors – like shopping. A person 
with ADHD might forget or lose things 
often. They have a hard time resisting 
temptation and tend to take unneces-
sary risks. I’ve learned, these traits are 
exploitable.

According to Dr. Stephanie Sark-
is – a best-selling author and expert in 
ADHD -- people suffering this disorder 
are especially vulnerable to a person 
with a narcissistic personality – one 
who is selfish, has a sense of entitle-
ment and lacks empathy. Narcissists 
have an inflated ego and a deep need 
for excessive attention.

I didn’t know what was real or fake 
because I couldn’t tell the difference be-
tween a lie and the truth. He could lie 
with a straight face. I always rational-
ized that he had no reason to lie and al-
ways gave him the benefit of the doubt 
but I had many doubts.

Warning Signs  
of Gaslighting

When you're told that you are less 
than or you're not pulling your weight 
in the relationship, it is especially dif-
ficult to decipher what the difference is 
between a person giving a valid concern 
and gaslighting, but there are warning 
signs. In her book, “Gaslighting: Rec-
ognize Manipulative and Emotionally 
Abusive People—and Break Free,” Dr. 
Sarkis describes the gaslighter as a 
constant liar and master of deception.

Sarkis explains that when an abus-
er is gaslighting you, they tell blatant 
lies. They deny they ever said or did 
something. They use what is near and 
dear to you as ammunition and they 
wear you down over time.

In my case, the father of my children 
became excessively jealous of our son. 
He treated him poorly and at times, 
put him in harm's way. He did it to 
spite me, to scare me and to show me 
that he was in control. He even admit-
ted when our son was just six months 
old that he was starting to hate him 
because I loved him so much and how 
unfair it was that his own mother 
didn’t love him as much. At the time, 
I was busy being a mom and didn’t see 
it as a manipulation meant to garner  
my attention.

Gaslighters also throw in positive 
reinforcement to confuse you. They 
know a person with ADHD has issues 
with memory and confusion and they 
frequently use it against them. Since 
I couldn’t trust my own memory, he 
knew I’d rely on his.

Projecting and Cheating
A gaslighter projects things they are 

doing onto their unsuspecting victim 
by constantly accusing them of doing it. 
It’s a distraction from the gaslighter’s 
own behavior. He even accused some 
of my closest friends of flirting with 
him. He knew I’d side with him and 
reject them. I ended more than a cou-
ple of friendships on his account. The 
alienation from both my co-workers 
and friends was a means to an end - he 
could isolate me so he could flirt with 
them and without me suspecting him 
of betrayal.

Incidentally, he cheated on me as 
often as one might change their bed-
sheets. In retrospect, I think that my 
inability to give him the attention he 
demanded made me feel like I was to 
blame. Turns out, he was getting what 
he needed elsewhere until that fad-
ed and he came back to old faithful - 
faithful in the sense that I was easily 
sucked back in by his uncanny ability 
to charm.

Love Bombing 
and Devaluing

Love bombing is inundating a per-
son with adoration and attention to 
the point that it gets overwhelming. 
It occurs in the beginning stages of a 
relationship - or as a way to win you 
back from a break-up. In my case, he 
told me: “I think I loved you from the 
moment I saw you.” To believe him was 
more than a little tempting. It was in-
toxicating. That’s how the gaslighter 
pulls you in and gets you hooked. They 
put you on a pedestal just so they can 
knock you down.

Devaluing happens when the abuser 
pushes you off the pedestal. It's used 
when a gaslighter convinces their vic-
tim they are completely flawed, worth-
less, or as having exaggerated negative 
qualities. It’s a tactic used to make you 
feel like no one else would ever want 
you. And it keeps you ensnared.

They Called Me Crazy
Gaslighters are masters at manip-

ulating and finding the people they 
know will stand by them no matter 
what - such as parents. They align and 
use people against you. You may start 
to doubt who to trust and that's exactly 
what the gaslighter wants because iso-
lation gives them more control.

They tell you and/or others that you 
are crazy. This is one of the most ef-
fective tools of the gaslighter, because 
it's dismissive. The gaslighter knows if 
they question your sanity, people will 
not believe you when you tell them the 
gaslighter is abusive.

I didn’t know that his family called 
me, “Crazy,” but in retrospect, I think I 
was crazy. I was crazy for staying in an 
abusive relationship for so long. I was 
crazy for raising my children in a house 
full of lies and deception. I was crazy 
to love a man who could in one breath 
make me feel like no else mattered and 
in the next like I wasn’t worth a dime.

Coercive Control
If the gaslighting takes place in an 

abusive relationship, it could become 
part of a broader pattern of abuse. 
When gaslighting is a part of abuse 
and control, the abuser strives for con-
trol over their partner’s life including:

• Monitoring their partner’s 
activities, mobile phone, or emails

• controlling all of the finances

• using insults and threats to scare 
them

• manipulating someone into 
unwanted sexual activity.

It’s a horrible thing to admit that af-
ter years of abuse, my former husband 
could easily coerce me into unwanted 
sexual activities. I loved him, I longed 
for him and he knew it. He knew he 
could

demand anything and that he could 
wear me down and I would accommo-
date him. It wasn’t the activity that 
was so bad. It was the psychological de-
feat that was so devastating. He knew 
I didn’t like it, but I either complied or 
suffered the consequences.

After being gaslit for fourteen years, 
I knew I had to leave and break the 
endless cycle of abuse. I knew that 
I had to make contact difficult, but 
that I couldn’t leave the state with 
our children. So, I moved to the fur-
thest point of the same state - 400 
miles away. After giving me permis-
sion and helping me to move, he ini-
tiated court proceedings to force me 
to move back. Somehow, the judge 
saw through him and allowed me to  
stay put.

Learning to Cope and 
Recover from Gaslighting

Over time, a victim of gaslight-
ing may develop anxiety, depression, 
isolation, confusion and psychologi-
cal trauma. The long-term impact on 
someone’s mental health and self-es-
teem is often devastating but there are 
ways to cope. Keep a journal, and/or 
voice messages, take photographs and 
use email to document the abuse. Ask a 
trusted friend or family member if they 
can store your documents where the 
abuser can’t find them and delete them 
from your own device.

Food for the Soul
Recovering from gaslighting takes 

time – a lot of time. Victims should nev-
er blame themselves. You are not re-
sponsible for the abusive behavior. You 
can and should practice listening to 
your thoughts, feelings, and instincts 
again. As hard as it may seem, you can 
and you will survive.

For me, my healing takes place in 
traveling to distant places and seeing 
beautiful things. I call it food for the 
soul. I love beaches, waterfalls, ani-
mals – nature in general. My spirit 
is calm when I visit the Redwoods in 
Northern California. The trees have 
lived for more than a thousand years. 
My ancestors – who were once free to 
roam the continent – saw these very 
same trees. I feel whole when standing 
among the Redwoods of Stout Grove.

If this story resonates with you, you 
are not alone. And, you too can heal. 
Find your food for your soul. Practice 
listening to your thoughts and feelings. 
Learn to trust your instincts again. If 
you think you are a victim of gaslight-
ing, StrongHearts can help.

Courtesy Photo StrongHearts Native Helpline
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Safety during a
violent encounter
StrongHearts Native Helpline

Be aware that in an abusive rela-
tionship, violence is used as a tactic for 
the abuser to maintain power and con-
trol over the victim-survivor. The vio-
lence will continue and may escalate in 
intensity and frequency. 

Safety planning is an individualized 
process where a practical plan is cre-
ated that includes ways to remain safe 
while in an abusive relationship. An 
advocate can help you produce a plan 
and discuss your options with you. 

If a violent encounter seems immi-
nent and unavoidable, there are a few 
options to consider to keep you safe. 
These tips cannot guarantee your safe-
ty, but by using your experience and 
intuition, along with these tips, you 
may be safer. You are the best person 
to judge your safety. 

• Try to control your breathing in 
through your nose and out through 
your mouth so you can continue to 
think clearly. 

• Say or do whatever you can to de-
escalate the situation.

• Avoid rooms or areas without an 
easy escape.

• Stay on the ground floor if 
possible.

• For example, a basement with 
stairs and one point of entry will 
be difficult to escape from during a 
violent attack.

• Mentally plan how you might 
escape from each room in advance. 

• Be aware of your surroundings. 
Think about what you could use to 
shield yourself when your partner 
becomes abusive.

• Avoid getting into a vehicle. 

• Avoid areas where weapons are 
easily accessible. 

• Kitchens are dangerous because 
of the access to knives. Bathrooms 
are dangerous because of slipping 
and the many hard surfaces in 
a small area. Garages or sheds 
can also be dangerous because of 
access to tools and other heavy 
equipment. 

• Avoid any areas where firearms 
are stored or kept, even if they are 
locked securely.

• Remove necklaces and scarves if 
possible as these could be used to 
strangle you. Remove earrings. 

• Move away from any children in 
the area.

• Consider safe places to go after 
escaping.

• Choose a code word or signal that 
would let children, relatives or 
neighbors know they should call 
for help.

• Hide spare keys and money in a 

safe place or ask a safe person to 
hold onto them for you in case you 
need to flee unexpectedly. 

• If you are unable to get away 
from the abuser and are being 
assaulted, try to make yourself as 
small as possible to minimize any 
injuries. Get into a corner or put 
your back to a wall, bring your 
knees to your chest and use your 
arms to cover your neck. 

• You have the right to protect 
yourself and that includes calling 
the police.  

After the Violence 
After a violent encounter, it can be 

difficult to process what has happened, 
take time for yourself to recover and 
reconnect with yourself. Seek medical 
attention if needed and is safe to do 
so. Consider documenting the violence 
and abuse. Take pictures and write de-
scriptions of the abuse in a journal or 
open an email account and email them 
to yourself. If there are any medical or 
police reports documenting the abuse, 
keep the records. Make sure your infor-
mation is kept in a safe place. Keeping 
documentation will allow you to have 
an option to pursue legal action in  
the future.

Participating in self-care activities 
like exercise, eating healthy, counsel-
ing, journaling, knowing when and how 
to emotionally check out during times 
of duress could be helpful. Be gentle 
with yourself mentally and physically. 
Practice your spirituality by smudging, 
praying or sitting with your traditional 
medicines if this helps heal your spirit. 

“Immediate safety is important and 
long-term safety planning should be 
considered when you are in or exiting 
an abusive relationship,” said Strong-
Hearts Services Manager Joy Samuel-
son (Standing Rock Sioux Tribe). “Our 
advocates can help you plan for your 
safety, no matter what your current 
situation is.”

StrongHearts Native Helpline is 
a 24/7 culturally-appropriate, anon-
ymous, confidential and free service 
dedicated to serving Native survivors, 
concerned family members and friends 
affected by domestic, dating and sexual 
violence. Call or text 1-844-762-8483 or 
click on the chat icon at strongheart-
shelpline.org to connect with an advo-
cate. StrongHearts Native Helpline is 
a project of the National Indigenous 
Women’s Resource Center and the Na-
tional Domestic Violence Hotline. 

*Tips adapted from The National 
Domestic Violence Hotline.
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Celebration and Resilience
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News

In June, Osages hear the echo of 
bells under the arbor wherever they 
are. Maybe the longing is stronger be-
cause the dances were cancelled last 
year when the COVID-19 virus turned 
things upside down. Or because Osag-
es have been involved in the filming of 
“Killers of the Flower Moon,” acting, 
sourcing props, furniture and provid-
ing cultural detail. 

In what still feels like an upside down 
year—when normal life feels within 
reach, the Pacific Northwest has been 
hammered with Oklahoma weather. It 
felt like the year in June when Leon-
ard Maker named my cousins. Maybe 
because I had flown to Tulsa, shortly 
before and was dehydrated, I remem-
ber feeling half-nauseous the morning 
of the naming. I drank water as I drove 
on the Tallgrass prairie, but continued 
to feel sick, until my friend recognized 
I was heat sick and made me cool down 
beside the air conditioner. 

I hate to have missed Osages wel-
coming producers and actors from 
“Killers of the Flower Moon” to the ar-
bor, but the weather here was a tan-
gible reminder. Although it’s exciting 
to see the 1920s recreated, it is, of 
course, bittersweet. Poignant that Hol-
lywood’s attention is captured by evil 
that murdered parents, grandparents 
and great-grandparents. That affected 
families directly and ripples through 
the Osage people. The underlying rac-
ism that allowed the white communi-
ty at local, state and national levels to 
turn their eyes from this genocide in 
the 1920s continues. We see it in the 
attempts to extort our communities 
with the upset of the gaming com-
pact, with dysfunctional BIA policies, 
with assaults on sovereignty across  
the country. 

We see ongoing racism in attempts 
to scrub history curriculum of diffi-
cult subjects, unwillingness to name 
the genocide that was foundational to 
America. It’s as if our history distorted 
by Hollywood in Westerns and stereo-
type, is so close, so accepted, that we 
can’t see it, don’t name it. 

The Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc First 
Nation reported finding the remains of 

215 children at Kamloops Indian Resi-
dential School in British Columbia last 
month. Last week, Cowessess First Na-
tion reported hundreds of unmarked 
graves at the former Marieval board-
ing school in Saskatchewan. In Cana-
da, like the United States, disruption 
of family life, community cohesion, lan-
guage and cultural transmission was 
the stated goal of boarding schools. It 
was policy, a solution to the problem of 
distinct Native peoples. Merriam-Web-
ster defines genocide as “the deliberate 
and systematic destruction of a racial, 
political, or cultural group.” 

We know this, have seen it first 
hand. But it’s something that takes 
time to come to terms with, to artic-
ulate and accept on intellectual and 
emotional levels. 

These longest days of summer with 
the sky getting bright before five, I’ve 
been up early to walk before the sun 
cranks up the heat. Yesterday, while 
I sat in the morning shade in the side 
yard, a flock of about fifteen pelicans 
flew over. We have Canada geese by 
the hundred, but there are fewer peli-
cans. Usually we see them soaring high 
over the river, glints of white against 
a blue-grey hillside. They were low 
enough to see yellow bills, the distinc-
tive shape of the pouch in a thousand 
cartoon pelicans, black chevrons on 
their white wing tips. In a trick of light 
and humidity they looked like they’d 
been dipped in honey. I’m hoping the 
latest Hollywood depiction of Indians, 
Osages, is a faithful representation. 

Ruby Hansen Murray

place for students and I hope they 
see it as a warm place where they 
can enjoy the art and find their place. 
This is such a great opportunity for 
me to give back.”

Fields thanked former NOC Na-
tive American Student Success 
Specialist Ted Moore, who brought 
Fields to Northern. 

“Ted had a vision for my work and 
was instrumental in bringing my 
work here,” he said. 

Fields also thanked Hugh Pick-
ens who has been a supporter of  
Fields’ work.

“I appreciate Hugh so much be-
cause he wants people to see his col-
lections,” he said. “It’s not about just 
collecting art but it’s getting it out 
where the public can see it.”

He also thanked the NOC commu-
nity.

“I have been blessed to get to know 
the NOC community during this 
process,” he said.  “Ted and Anna 
(Roland, current NASNTI Title III 
Grant Director), Dr. Evans, Sheri 
Snyder, the list goes on. I have been 
able to leave something that is great-
er than me.”

In describing the mural, Fields said 
it’s a picture within so many pictures.

“There is so much symbolism in 
this mural,” he said.  “When stu-
dents look, they can see so many 
shapes and colors that can mean  
different things.”

Also speaking on Wednesday was 
sculptor John Free who displayed a 
bronze at the CEC entitled “Osage 
Warrior in the Enemy Camp.” A 
small bronze is located in the CEC, 
a much larger monument version is 
located on the north side of the Vine-
yard Library.

“My father had designed the small-

er version,” Free said. “Hugh then 
commissioned the larger version.”

“The piece represents the partner-
ship between man and horse,” he said.  
“The two blend together as if one.”

The CEC opened in 2017 and in-
cludes contemporary learning spac-
es where students, faculty, and/or 
tribal leaders can meet; individual 
study or collaborative projects can 
be conducted; culture-based learning 
activities and community/cultural 
events can be provided; professional 
development can be held; and small 
group or individual tutoring can oc-
cur. Northern is continually striv-
ing to support the Native American  
student population.

Northern Oklahoma College, the 
state’s first public community col-
lege, is a multi-campus, land-grant 
institution that provides high qual-
ity, accessible, and affordable edu-
cational opportunities and services 
which create life-changing experi-
ences and develop students as ef-
fective learners and leaders within 
their communities in a connected, 
ever changing world.

NOC, a public two-year commu-
nity college, serves nearly 5,000 
students on the home campus in 
Tonkawa, branch in Enid, NOC/OSU 
Gateway Program in Stillwater, on-
line, and the University Center in 
Ponca City. Of these students about 
60 percent receive financial aid and/
or scholarships. Over 80 percent of 
NOC students complete their degree 
with zero debt.

NOC is accredited by the Higher 
Learning Commission and offers as-
sociate degrees in three general areas: 
Arts, Science and Applied Science. 
The associate degree fulfills lower-di-
vision coursework which is applicable 
towards a bachelor’s degree.

Call (580) 628-6200 for more infor-
mation about Northern Oklahoma 
College or visit www.noc.edu. 

Mural 
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John Pickard/Northern Oklahoma College

John Free pictured with his bronze “Osage Warrior in the Enemy Camp” located just 
north of the Vineyard Library/Administration Building. 
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How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please 

mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must be respectful and informa-
tive to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and 
space.

Wahzhazhe

Wild Duck Pot Roast
Sear each duck in hot fat until brown all over. Put in pan 1 

tbsp. lard, 1 tbsp. whole mixed spices, 1 onion and a few stalks 
of celery cut fine. Add 1 cup hot water, cover tightly and cook 
slowly 3 hours. Add hot water as needed. Add a dash of red pep-
per and make a gravy with remaining liquor, then run through 
a sieve and serve.

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

JULY
July 6-9

Dance Maker Academy
Pre-Ballet & Primary 
Camp
For more information email 
dancemakeracademy@
gmail.com 

July 6-August 28
Dance Maker Academy
Drama Camp
For more information email 
dancemakeracademy@
gmail.com

July 12-15
Dance Maker Academy
Level 1-4 Ballet/Jazz Camp
For more information email 
dancemakeracademy@
gmail.com  

July 17
Canning Class
Osage Nation Civic Center
Pawhuska, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
(918) 287-5482
Jaime.clark@osagenation-
nsn.gov

July 26
JOM Senior 2022 
Orientation Day
ON Education Department
Hominy Industrial Park
(918) 287-5300
education@osagenation-
nsn.gov

July 27
JOM Writing Camp
ON Education Department
Hominy Industrial Park
(918) 287-5300
education@osagenation-
nsn.gov

July 28-29
10th Annual Dhegiha 
Language Conference
Downstream Casino Resort
Quapaw, OK

AUGUST
August 6-7

Wahzhazhe: An Osage 
Ballet
Mansion Theater
Branson, MO
To purchase tickets 
online, visit www.
themansiontheater.com or 
www.osageballet.com.

August 7
Canning Class
Fairfax Language Center
10 a.m.-3 p.m.
(918) 287-5482
Jaime.clark@osagenation-
nsn.gov

August 21
Canning Class
Hominy Village
Community Building
10 a.m.- 3 p.m.
(918) 287-5482
Jaime.clark@osagenation-
nsn.gov

SEPTEMBER
September 6

Labor Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

September 30
Osage Nation Energy 
Assistance 
Registration Deadline
(918) 287-5325
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
financial-assistance 

OCTOBER
October 11

Osage Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

NOVEMBER
November 11

Veterans Day

Osage Nation Offices 

Closed

November 25 & 26

Thanksgiving Holiday

Osage Nation Offices 

Closed

DECEMBER
December 23 & 24

Christmas Holiday

Osage Nation Offices 

Closed

December 31

New Year’s Eve

Osage Nation Offices 

Closed

• • •

Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon  Shaw 

Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhus-

ka, OK 74056; email sshaw@

osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax 

to (918) 287-5563. Make sure 

to include event date, loca-

tion, email and web address 

(if applicable) and a phone 

number where someone can 

be contacted for validation, 

if necessary. Deadline for 

each subsequent issue of the 

Osage News is the 18th of ev-

ery month.

Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Maegan Metisa Ingram, a 

member of the Osage Nation 
and resident of Texas, grad-
uated from Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public 
Health on May 25 with a PhD 
in Mental Health. Maegan is 
the daughter of John Ingram, 
Shelley Ingram, and Shan-
non Wolfe. She is the grand-
daughter of Metisa Essley 
Wilhelmsen, Inez Bilson, and  
Dennis Bilson.

In addition to her doctor-
al degree, Maegan received 
her Master of Health Science 
in Mental Health from Johns 
Hopkins in 2017 and her 
Bachelor of Arts in Psycholo-
gy from St. Edward’s Univer-
sity in 2013. Throughout her 
educational career, Maegan 
has received generous support 
from the Osage Nation—sup-
port that made it possible for 
her to pursue her goals. She is 
eternally grateful to her Osage 
family for supporting her 
dreams and education as well 

as the dreams and education of 
all Osage students. 

Maegan recently began a 
position as a postdoctoral fel-
low at Johns Hopkins with the 
Moore Center for the Preven-
tion of Child Sexual Abuse. 
Her current research interests 
include suicide prevention for 
stigmatized populations and 
the primary prevention of 
child sexual abuse. In addition 
to her work with the Moore 
Center, she plans to collabo-
rate with researchers within 
the JHU Center for American 
Indian Health to contribute to 
their work preventing suicide 
in indigenous populations.

Congratulations!
Sophia Lovato, Osage Na-

tion member and graduate 
recently received her Bachelor 
of Science in Psychology and a 
minor in Global Environmen-
tal Sustainability from Col-
orado State University. She 
has been accepted into the 
graduate program at the Uni-
versity of Kent in Canterbury, 
England where she will pursue 
a Master of Science in Ethno-
botany. With this background, 
she hopes to research and cre-
ate co-management approach-
es to biocultural diversity 
which would allow a symbiotic 
relationship between environ-
mental solutions and indige-
nous sovereignties.

Congratulations! 
Carly Torres graduated 

with a BSN from the Hon-
ors Nursing program Summa 
Cum Laude on May 23, 2021, 
at Lloyd Noble Arena. She was 
awarded the prestigious Rob-
ert M. Bird Society award, as 
well as named the Outstand-
ing Graduating Senior. She 
was also inducted as a member 
of Sigma Theta Tau, the Hon-
ors Society of Nurses. 

Carly has accepted a job as 
a OR Nursing Resident at Her-
mann Memorial in Houston 
and will begin her career in 
July. Carly is incredibly grate-
ful for the support the Nation 
extended her. Thanks to the 
Nation’s scholarship combined 
with her merit scholarships, 
Carly was able to graduate 
debt free. That is a gift that 
will affect her entire life for 
the positive. 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to AydDan 

Marion “Bear” McCartney 
for being named the Oklaho-
ma Junior Rodeo Association 
2021 Pole Bending Champi-
on. The competition requires 
each participant to compete in 
at least 10 rodeos where each 
contestant competes in vari-
ous events. As part of her win-
nings, she received a custom 
saddle that she got to design.

Congratulations! 
Baylee Yaghjian graduated 

with the Class of 2021 from El 
Dorado High School in Kansas. 
She will be attending Friends 
University in Wichita, Kansas, 
on a cheerleading scholarship. 

Maegan Metisa Ingram

Sophia Lovato

Carly Torres

AydDan Marion "Bear" McCartney

Baylee Yaghjian

Intern 
–from Page 5

Harvard medical school and 
become a surgeon. She has 
wanted to become a surgeon 
since she was 10 years old. 

In her spare time, she loves 
watching horror movies, she 
loves cooking and baking; 
she loves watching fireworks, 
learning new languages and 
learning about other cultures. 
She likes to hang out with 
close friends and take photos. 
She likes to draw, write and 
create stories. 

She comes from a large fami-
ly of six children where she has 
three brothers and two sisters. 
Her parents are Rebecca and 
Chris Maker. She has lived 
in Hominy all her life, but she 
hopes to begin her career in  
New York. 

This year she begins medi-
cal assisting classes at Central 
Technology Center in Sapulpa.  
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Otto Charles Hamilton Jr.
Powell Funeral & Cremation Services

Otto Charles Hamilton Jr., 
90, of Pawhuska, Oklahoma, 
passed away on Monday, June 
7, 2021, at Hillcrest Medical 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He was 
the oldest living Osage on the 
Osage Nation reservation at 
the time of his passing.

He was born as the youngest 
son of the late Otto and Jose-
phine Pryor Hamilton. He is 
the father to the late Charlene 
and husband Larry Cozad, 
Otto Hamilton III and Geneva 
HorseChief-Hamilton, Mar-
jorie and John Jr. Williams, 
and Berbon and Haley Ham-
ilton. He was known by many 
as Sonny Boy, Uncle Sonny 
and most commonly known  
as Papa.

He is survived by his three 

children, Otto, Margie and 
Berbon; four stepdaughters: 
Theresa Flowerette, Trudy 
Kerby, Amy Kerby, and Tam-
my Kerby; 21 grandchildren, 
22 great-grandchildren and 15 
great-great-grandchildren. He 
is preceded in death by his par-
ents, wife, Sandra Hamilton; 
one daughter, Charlene Cozad, 
one stepson, Herman Sleeper, 

one great-grandson, James 
Fields; siblings: Marjorie Mak-
er, Maurice Hamilton, Melvin 
Hamilton, Eugene Hamilton, 
Bill Hamilton, Christine (Sis-
ter Doll) No Ear. He was proud 
to be of Osage and Acoma de-
scent. He was very proud of his 
children for working hard and 
having an education.

Visitation for Otto was held 
at the Wakon Iron Chapel in 
Pawhuska. Native American 
services were held on June 11, 
2021, at the Wakon Iron Chap-
el. Church services were held 
on June 11, 2021, at the Im-
maculate Conception Catholic 
Church in Pawhuska. 

Powell Funeral Home was 
entrusted with the arrange-
ments. Online condolences and 
memories may be left in the 
guestbook at PowellFuneralS-
ervice.com.

Barbara Louise 
Hudson Bowman
Hunsaker-Wooten Funeral Home

Barbara Louise Hudson 
Bowman, longtime Fairfax 
resident. passed from this 
life on Sunday, June 6, 2021. 
She was 83 years old. She 
was born November 11, 1937, 
in the Ponca City Hospital to 
Ger-trude Rose Fletcher and 
Melbert Patrick Hudson. She 
married Larry Bowman Au-
gust 24, 1956, and to this union 
had three children, John King, 
Mark Fletcher and JoLynette.  

She was a 1954 graduate of 
Fairfax High School and loved 
reminiscing about all the fun 
times she had with her girl-
friends. In earlier years, Bar-
bara was employed with the 
Osage Nation placing many 
youth in its summer jobs pro-
gram.  In 1986 Barbara opened 
and operated the Fairfax 
Smoke Shop until retiring due 
to ill health.   

She was a proud member of 
the Osage Nation, her mother 
Gertrude, being a pure blood 
Osage.   Barbara enjoyed the 
Inlonshka dances and always 
looked forward to this time of 
year. She was a wise woman 

and directed and instructed 
many in the traditional Osage 
ways, making sure everyone 
at her camp knew the dancers 
were always taken care of first. 
She enjoyed conversing with 
others about her Osage people 
and culture.     

Barbara enjoyed spending 
time with her grandchildren 
and made sure they always 
had a vacation planned for 
the summer, making several 
memorable trips to Six Flags, 
Fiesta Texas in San Antonio 
and Colorado Springs.      

Barbara is survived by her 

children King (Tamra) Bow-
man, Mark (Dawna) Bow-
man and JoLynette Bowman. 
Grandchildren, Dalton (Krys-
tal) Bowman, Callie Bowman, 
Ross Bowman, Lee Bowman, 
Chase Bowman, Larra Bow-
man, and Joey Grigg. Nine 
great-grandchildren, Hunt-
er, Kameron, Dailyn, Tayven, 
Emery, Avery, Brianna, Ran-
Dea Jo, and Chesney. Sister 
Rita (Lee) Alley, and brothers 
John (Melodie) Hudson and 
Jim (Tanya) Hudson. She was 
preceded in death by her par-
ents and much-loved stepfa-
ther Clarence Sroufe, brothers 
Perry Hudson, Shane Hud-
son, sister Billie Myers and 
grandsons Joshua Hight and  
Mark Grigg.  

She touched the lives of 
many and was fondly known 
as Aunt Barbara.

A rosary was held June 8 at 
the Grayhorse Chapel where 
she will lied in state. Services 
were held June 9, 2021, at Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church, 
burial followed in the Fairfax 
Cemetery with Father Des-
mond Ibeneme officiating. 
There was a dinner at the 
Grayhorse Community build-
ing after the burial.

Bessie Ranee Holloway
Hunsaker-Wooten Funeral Home

Bessie Ranee Holloway has 
passed into the great beyond. 
She was only 65. She was born 
in Fairfax, Oklahoma on Sept. 
4, 1955, the daughter of John 
Chief Holloway Jr., and Vi-
ola Helen Lizotte Holloway. 
Raised in Fairfax Bessie at-
tended school there, graduat-
ing a member of the 1973 Red 
Devil Class. She studied to 
be a nurse’s aide and worked 
in the healthcare industry for 
many years.  

A proud member of the 
Osage Nation, she enjoyed 
keeping the traditional Osage 
ways alive with her cooking 
skills. Her specialty included 
meat pies and fry bread. She 
was a member of the Pah-Su-
Lee club and belonged to the 
American Legion Ladies Aux-
iliary, (Unit #333) having pre-
viously served as the auxiliary 
President.  

Bessie was a great advocate 
for the old ways of her ances-
tors. She had a giving heart 
and loved to buy her family 
and friends items from online 
shopping. They are still receiv-

ing gifts today that she ordered 
weeks ago.  

She leaves her son John Mi-
chael Holloway and his wife 
Carrie of Fairfax; daughter 
Jacqueline Burch of Fairfax; 
grandchildren, Rielly Hollo-
way and his wife Helen of Dew-
ey, Austin Holloway of Fairfax, 
Fayth Holloway of Fairfax, 
Kaylee Burch of Fairfax, Key-
den Burch of Stillwater, and 
Kalie Burch of Morrison; great 
grandkids left behind are Ry-
der Chief, Augustus J., and 
Virgil Michael. Bessie is sur-
vived by her brother Howard 
Holloway and his wife Lynn, 
sister Mary Stone and her hus-
band Pat, sister Lisa Bennett 
and her husband Mike, broth-

er John Popper Holloway and 
his wife Leslie, a host of nieces 
and nephews as well as a large 
extended family.  

Bessie was reunited in 
heaven with her parents Chief 
and Viola Holloway, husband 
Rodger Potter, and grandson 
Korbin Burch.  

Traditional Osage Tribal 
Burial ceremonies were held 
at the Grayhorse Chapel. Bes-
sie lied in state at the Chapel. 
Funeral Rites were held June 
22, 2021, in the Chapel with 
John D. Redeagle officiating, 
assisted by Taos Barrone, Cy-
ler Barrone, and J.K. Hadlock. 
Burial immediately followed 
at the Grayhorse Cemetery. 
Casket bearers included Ri-
elly Holloway, Austin Hollo-
way, Keyden Burch, Michael 
Bennett Jr., Matthew Bennett, 
Michael Bennett III, Connor 
Bennett, and Howard Hollo-
way Jr. Honorary bearers in-
clude Tanner Holloway and 
Josh Kates.  

Bessie’s online guestbook 
may be signed at www.hunsa-
kerwootenfuneralhome.com

Steven ‘Steve’ Joseph Neff
Sien-Shelton Funeral Home

Steven Joseph Neff, 67, of 
Skiatook went to be with his 
Lord and Savior Sunday, June 
6, 2021, in Tulsa.

Steve was born August 3, 
1953, in Fairfax, Oklahoma, 
to Franklin O. and Minnie Jo 
(Pease) Neff. Steve grew up 
and received his education in 
Fairfax where he graduated 
with the Class of 1971. Steve 
attended Oklahoma State Uni-
versity where he received his 
Bachelors of Science Degree 
in Agriculture. Steve was the 
Vice President of the Barnsdall 
State Bank for 32 years. Steve 
was a rancher, cattleman and 
Horseman. Steve married Jan-
et Kay Matherly on Septem-
ber 6, 2006, in Skiatook where 
they have made their home 
since that time. Steve was a 
member of the Alpha Gamma 
Rho Fraternity and an avid 
O.S.U. Cowboys fan. Steve 
had a sense of humor, loved to 
play jokes on people and tease 
them. In his youth, Steve was 
a jockey in New Mexico. Steve 
loved training horses, leath-
erworking, and fishing. Steve 
was a member of the First 
Baptist Church in Fairfax and 
a member of the Osage Nation.

Steve was preceded in death 
by his parents, Franklin and 
Minnie Neff.

Steve is survived by his 
wife, Janet Neff of the home; 
son, Russell Neff and wife To-

nya; stepsons, Matt Hoggatt 
and Heath Hoggatt; brother, 
George Neff; three grandchil-
dren, Courtney Neff, Brittney 
Neff, and Hunter Hoggatt; his 
dog Heidi and a host of other 
relatives and friends.

The family of Steve Neff en-
trusted his care and services to 
Sien-Shelton Funeral Home.

Visitation for Steven Jo-
seph Neff was held June 9, 
2021, at the Sien-Shelton Fu-
neral Home Chapel. Funeral 
services were held June 10, 
2021, with Rev. Mark Shel-
ton officiating. Interment 
followed in the Fairfax City 
Cemetery in Fairfax under the 
direction of the Sien-Shelton  
Funeral Home.

Mary Lee Evans
Submitted by Family

Mary Lee Evans passed 
from this life and into eternal 
life with our lord on June 10 at 
the age of 88. 

She was born Mary Lee 
Rogers to parents Willie and 
Lela Rogers on Aug. 28, 1932, 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. She was 
a graduate of Will Rogers HS 
in 1950. She met and married 
Earl Evans and they had three 
daughters. 

Mary Lee Joined the Tulsa 
Garden Club in the ‘60s and 
discovered her love and talent 
for floral design. She opened 
her first flower shop “Le’Vans 
Flowers” in 1964 and was off 
to a very successful 54-year 
career! Her talent did not go 
unnoticed as she was invited 
and worked on four presiden-
tial Inaugurations. The rededi-
cation of the Statue of Liberty, 
the Oklahoma City National 
Memorial and the Rose Bowl 
parade. She worked her way 
to the top of AIFD American 
Institute of Floral Design and 
through this group she held of-
ficer positions, commentated, 

taught classes, and traveled 
extensively all over the world. 

Mary Lee is survived by 
her three daughters, Tere-
sa Vaughn of Santa Maria, 
California; Pam Lemonds of 
Tulsa; and Marsha Mathis 
(husband Bob) of Tulsa. She 
had five grandchildren, eight 
great-grandchildren, two sis-
ters, Gay Brady and Billie 
Stafford (husband Delbert), 
both of Tulsa, and her long-
time Best Friend, Frankie 
Shelton of Houston.

“Little things mean a lot”

Lacreta Jeanne Gray
Submitted by Family

Lacreta Jeanne Gray, age 
87, Joplin, passed away on 
Saturday, May 22, 2021 at 
St. Luke’s Nursing Center 
after a lengthy illness.

Lacreta was born No-
vember 29, 1933, in Barns-
dall, Oklahoma, daughter of 
the late Robert and Cleita 
(Javine) Hartman. She grew 
up in Barnsdall before mov-
ing to Joplin for her senior 
year of high school, where 
she graduated from Joplin 
High School in 1951. She 
worked for 30 years with 

Southwestern Bell Tele-
phone Company before re-
tiring in 1983. She was a 
member of the Telephone 
Pioneers and was very proud 
of her Osage Indian heri-
tage. She was also a mem-
ber of St. Peter the Apostle 
Catholic Church of Joplin.

Lacreta is survived by her 
daughter, Gina Hartman 
and her companion Doug 
Lewis of Joplin.

Graveside services were 
held on June 3, 2021, in 
Ethel Reece Cemetery in  
Barnsdall.

Otto Charles Hamilton Jr.

Barbara Louise Hudson Bowman

Bessie Ranee Holloway

Steven ‘Steve’ Joseph Neff

Mary Lee Evans

“They are the most im-
portant properties we own. 
The place where we are trib-
al. When I think of the old 
building and the memories 
of all of the events that took 
place, what I remember are 
the people, their faces, the 
laughter and tears. But it's 
the activities they bring to 
our community that are most 
important - the namings, the 
handgames, the funerals, 
feasts, the songs and danc-
es. These new buildings will 
be the evolution of our time, 
we have made it through 
grass arbors, round barns, 
old schoolhouses and now to 
new commercial buildings 

and they will hold the future 
memories for our children 
and their children,” Stabler 
said. “It’s these traditions 
and cultural relationships 
that allow us to exist, so I can 
think of no greater reason to 
build these buildings but give 
us another 50 years or more 
of memories.” 

The 7th Osage Nation Con-
gress passed an appropriation 
bill for the chapel construc-
tion in May. ONCA 21-42 
(sponsored by Stabler) is an 
appropriation for $1.7 mil-
lion. There was much debate 
over the bill and interpreta-
tion of Osage law, specifically 
the Nation’s audits and the 
Retained Revenue law. The 
bill was voted down twice. 

The delay exacerbated the 
deteriorating conditions of 
the chapel and the Wakon 
Iron Hall, causing hardship 
for grieving families during 
funeral services in the chap-
el. It also led to community 
members expressing their 
outrage online over the un-
safe conditions.  

On April 21, Congress final-
ly passed the appropriation 
for the chapel and Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
signed it into law on April 23. 

“The three Chapels at Gray-
horse, Pawhuska and Hom-
iny serve as the place where 
we conduct the last rites of 
many of our people,” Stand-
ing Bear said in the release. 
“They are places we make 

sacred through the prayers 
made within them. This new 
Chapel at Pawhuska will 
replace one that is dear to 
many of us because of the 
memories that occurred with-
in it. The new Chapel will be 
large enough to accommodate 
our larger population. It will 
be built and maintained as 
a place of prayer.” According 
to the release, ON Director 
of Operations Casey Johnson 
will oversee the construction 
management team Build-
ers Unlimited throughout  
the project. 

Johnson said the chap-
el will be completed in May 
2022. The Nation will begin 
construction of a new Wakon 
Iron Hall in June 2022. 

wakOn IrOn 
–from Page 3

have been signed or anything, 
we are still in the vetting pro-
cess ... I’m pretty sure we have 
not received a green light on 
any specific project yet. I don’t 
know how soon that’s going to 
happen. Each idea has been 
drafted out. I can tell you that 
senior housing in Hominy and 
Fairfax of course have been 
discussed ... We aren’t that far 
along as far as making final 
decisions at this point.”

For more information re-
garding ON Congressional reg-
ular or special sessions, filed 
legislation and Congressional 
committee meetings, visit the 
Legislative Branch website 
at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch 

arPa 
–from Page 4
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/
application-form. Applicants 
are welcome to attach a re-
sume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that 
all applicants tentatively se-
lected for employment with 
the Osage Nation will be 
required to submit to a uri-
nalysis to screen for illegal 
drug use. Employment will 
be contingent upon drug 
test results. OSAGE/VETER-
AN/INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verifica-
tion of preference must be 
included with application. 
For questions, please con-
tact Human Resources at 
HumanResources@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

Treasurer – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. The Treasurer shall be 
appointed by the Principal Chief 
and confirmed by the Osage Na-
tion Congress. It is the policy of 
the Osage Nation to promote a 
strong fiscal policy and ensure 
financial accountability accord-
ing to strict accounting stan-
dards through a Department of 
the Treasury, and to administer 
all funds of the Osage Nation 
through a Chief Financial Offi-
cer, the Treasurer. The Osage 
Nation Congress shall maintain 
oversight and shall prescribe the 
powers and duties of the Trea-
surer, including presenting to 
the Osage Congress an annual 
audited financial statement for 
the Osage Nation government. 
The Treasurer shall accept, re-
ceipt for, keep and safeguard all 
tribal funds as directed by the 
Congress and shall maintain 
and provide an accurate record 
of such Tribal Funds. The Trea-
surer and the Department of 
the Treasury are established, 
by Osage Law, in the Executive 
Branch and under the authority 
of the Principal Chief as allowed 
by Osage Law and the Osage 
Constitution.

Accountant – Pawhuska, reg-
ular full time. The Accountant 
prepares financial statements, 
reviews and analyzes general 
ledger account balances, veri-
fies accuracy and makes recom-
mendations for corrections. May 
provide guidance to lower level 
employees.

Environmental Supervisor – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
Develops and implements vari-
ous environmental projects for 
the Osage Nation, including de-
signing the project, performing 
the technical research, conduct-
ing field investigations, catalog-
ing and analyzing the data, and 
writing the final reports for the 
projects. The Environmental 
Supervisor suggests resource 
management goals and objec-
tives for the Osage Reservation. 
The Environmental Supervisor 
is responsible for planning and 
administering federally funded 
projects and for coordinating 
other activities as required. The 
Environmental Supervisor will 
coordinate with the a team of 
staff to achieve initiatives set 
out by the DNR Director.

Surveillance Site Supervisor – 
Bartlesville, regular full time. 
Reports to the Surveillance 
Manager, the Surveillance Site 
Supervisor provides onsite reg-
ulatory oversight and is respon-
sible for regulatory compliance, 
maintaining integrity of gam-
ing, and the safety of Osage 
Casinos (OC) employees and its 
patrons. Surveillance Site Su-
pervisors routinely review OC 
surveillance documents, con-
duct observations and reviews, 
and report violations to enforce 
OC System of Internal Controls 
(SICS), Federal, State, Tribal 
laws and regulations. Analyze 
reports from casino system ap-
plications and conduct internal 
investigations. Effectively com-
municates findings to Osage Ca-
sino management. Surveillance 
Site Supervisors are subject to 
monthly reporting to the Man-
ager and are required to travel 
as needed to all casino proper-
ties, Osage Nation offices, and 
training locations. The Site Su-
pervisor must perform all duties 
in accordance with the Osage 
Nation’s core values, internal 
policies, procedures and con-
trols, as well as, applicable laws 
and gaming regulations.

Maintenance Tech – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. The Mainte-
nance Technician I is responsi-
ble for the overall maintenance 
of structures and grounds of the 
Osage Nation. The Maintenance 

Tech I must perform miscel-
laneous tasks requiring hand 
labor for the development and 
maintenance of tribal lands and 
structures. Responsible for over-
all maintenance, plumbing, and 
electrical components of Tribal 
buildings.

Teacher Assistant – Fairfax, 
regular full time. Performs pa-
ra-professional educational 
work in planning, preparing, 
and implementing a WELA Pro-
gram for young children and 
their families. Assists the lead 
teacher in a cooperative and pro-
fessional manner. Drives school 
bus or assists as bus monitor 
daily.

Teacher Assistant – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Performs pa-
ra-professional educational 
work in planning, preparing, 
and implementing a WELA Pro-
gram for young children and 
their families. Assists the lead 
teacher in a cooperative and pro-
fessional manner. Drives school 
bus or assists as bus monitor 
daily.

Teacher – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. The Teacher is respon-
sible for performing educational 
work in planning, preparing, 
and implementing an education-
al program for young children 
and their families.

Teacher – Skiatook, regular full 
time. The Teacher is responsible 
for performing educational work 
in planning, preparing, and im-
plementing an educational pro-
gram for young children and 
their families.

Teacher – Hominy , regular full 
time. The Teacher is responsible 
for performing educational work 
in planning, preparing, and im-
plementing an educational pro-
gram for young children and 
their families.

Teacher Assistant – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. Performs 
para-professional educational 
work in planning, preparing, 
and implementing a WELA Pro-
gram for young children and 
their families. Assists the lead 
teacher in a cooperative and pro-
fessional manner. Drives school 
bus or assists as bus monitor 
daily.

Licensed Practical Nurse – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Practical Nurse is to provide 
non-professional nursing care to 
mildly acute and chronically ill 
patients in an ambulatory care 
setting and to assist with rou-
tine health maintenance care. 
Patients may include medical, 
surgical, pediatrics and obstet-
rics. The Practical Nurse follows 
established, specific guidelines 
such as facility policies, physi-
cian’s orders, nursing policies 
and procedures, current nursing 
professional standards, memo-
randa and standing orders. The 
employee may vary the order 
and sequence of assigned proce-
dures based on the patient’s con-
dition and previous instruction. 
The work consists of a range 
of routine to complex nursing 
assignments that have perfor-
mances sequence that requires 
the employee to recognize the 
existence of differences among 
easily recognized situations.

Certification/Issuance Clerk – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
Provides support and assistance 
to eligible applicants/partici-
pants by performing nutrition 
activities related to nutritional 
risk factors, including select-
ing and providing basic and/or 
customized supplemental food 
packages to participants while 
providing individualized nutri-
tion education based on the as-
sessment of health and nutrition 
information obtained. In addi-
tion, performs applicant/partici-
pant eligibility and certification; 
provide explanation of the Wom-
en, Infants and Children (WIC) 
program, its benefits, and basic 
nutrition education to partici-
pants; and enters and retrieves 
participation information in an 
automated information system.

RN Case Manager – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. The Regis-
tered Nurse, Case Manager will 
coordinate activities within the 
WahZhaZhi Health Center to 
benefit the patient, payer, and 
provider, as the patient moves 
across the continuum of care. 
The Case Manager will assist 
patients in achieving optimal 
levels of wellness, self-manage-
ment, and functioning capabili-
ty. All duties will be performed 
under the guidance of the Okla-
homa Nurse Practice Act as a 
Registered Nurse.

Elder Nutrition Site Worker – 

Pawhuska, regular full time. 
Daily delivery of all home bound 
meals in Pawhuska, Hominy, 
and Fairfax areas. These meals 
are delivered five days a week. 
Helping with the daily prepa-
ration and serving of all home 
bounds meals that are served. 
Being on the road with the home 
bound meals by 9:00am each 
day. Must have valid driver’s 
license. Must work well with 
elders. Cleaning of dining room 
each day. Follow all safety rules 
for working in the kitchen. Help 
with the stocking of shelves 
each week. Take out trash each 
day from the dining room area. 
Sweeping and mopping of dining 
room every day. Keep van clean 
and serviced.

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship – Hominy, 
temporary full time. The Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed 
to provide Osage students with 
work experience in their chosen 
field of study. The program is 
designed to serve enrolled mem-
bers of the Osage Nation with a 
minimum of 61+ hours complet-
ed in an accredited college or 
university degree program. The 
intern program also accepts ap-
plications from students who are 
enrolled in their final 9 weeks of 
vocational technology programs. 
Applicants are required to carry 
a 2.5 or higher-grade point aver-
age in the semester previous to 
application. Please review the 
ONE Higher Scholarship Hand-
book for limitations and incen-
tives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers

BARTLESVILLE

Cage Supervisor – Bartlesville. 
Responsible for the overall ef-
fective and efficient coordina-
tion and supervision of the Cage 
Department on shift and/or as 
assigned bythe reporting senior.

Bartender – Bartlesville, regu-
lar full time. *ELIGIBLE FOR 
SIGN-ON BONUS* Under gen-
eral supervision of the Beverage 
Supervisor, maintain the bar 
area. Provides excellent custom-
er service in a timely manner. 
Prepare all drink orders, deliv-
ers and refills drink orders, and 
responds to quest questions and 
requests. Handle all payment 
transactions accurately.

Guest Service Representative – 
Bartlesville, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
providing casino visitors with 
maximum guest satisfaction.

Security Officer – Bartlesville, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

HOMINY

Guest Service Representative – 
Hominy, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for pro-
viding casino visitors with maxi-
mum guest satisfaction.

Security Officer – Hominy, reg-
ular full time. *ELIGIBLE FOR 
SIGN-ON BONUS* Protects 
company assets and provides a 
safe environment for employees 
and guests. To perform this job 
successfully, an individual must 
be able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

PAWHUSKA

Security Officer – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* Pro-
tects company assets and pro-
vides a safe environment for 
employees and guests. To per-
form this job successfully, an in-
dividual must be able to perform 
each essential job duty satisfac-
torily.

Guest Service Representative 
- Pawhuska, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
providing casino visitors with 
maximum guest satisfaction.

PONCA CITY

Front Desk Agent – Ponca City, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR BONUS* Under direct su-
pervision of the Front Desk Su-
pervisor, welcomes and serves 
guests in a courteous, efficient 
and friendly manner. Com-
pletes check in and check out for 
guests. Maintains guest confi-
dentiality of all information.

Armed Security Officer – Ponca 
City, regular full time. *ELI-
GIBLE FOR BONUS* Protects 
company assets and provides a 

safe environment for employees 
and guests. This position re-
quires a welcoming disposition 
and both strong communication 
and interactive skills, as this is 
the first Osage Casino Employ-
ee to greet visitors and answer 
phones. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

Restaurant Server – Ponca City, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR BONUS*This position is 
responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

Shift Supervisor – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for the overall effective and ef-
ficient supervision of all casino 
floor shift operations as assigned 
by the reporting senior.  

Restaurant Server – Ponca City, 
regular part-time, *ELIGIBLE 
FOR BONUS* This position is 
responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

SAND SPRINGS

Security Officer – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR BONUS* Protects compa-
ny assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

Main Bank Cashier – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. *EL-
IGIBLE FOR BONUS* Respon-
sible for distributing banks to 
internal guests of internal de-
partments as well as dropping 
these banks with accuracy. Pro-
tects company assets issued to 
them while dealing with guests, 
in an efficient and courteous 
manner.

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR BONUS* Under direct su-
pervision of the EVS Supervisor, 
the EVS Attendant is responsi-
ble for cleanliness of all proper-
ty public areas both inside and 
outside the casino. Responsibil-
ities include vacuuming, mop-
ping, window washing, restroom 
cleaning, trash removal, office 
cleaning, back of house area 
cleaning, exterior cleaning of 
electronic games, re-stocking 
supply shelves, and completes 
other duties as assigned.

Armed Security Officer – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Pro-
tects company assets and pro-
vides a safe environment for 
employees and guests. This 
position requires a welcoming 
disposition and both strong 
communication and interactive 
skills, as this is the first Osage 
Casino Employee to greet vis-
itors and answer phones.  To 
perform this job successfully, an 
individual must be able to per-
form each essential job duty sat-
isfactorily.

Restaurant Server – Sand 
Springs, regular part-time. *EL-
IGIBLE FOR BONUS* This po-
sition is responsible for taking 
orders and serving food, alco-
holic and/or non-alcoholic bev-
erages. Responsible for proper 
settlement of all transactions 
at point of sale. Responsible for 
providing friendly and profes-
sional service to every guest en-
countered.

Casino Services Agent – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. *ELI-
GIBLE FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* 
Responsible for distributing 
money to gaming guests via 
check cashing, credit card ad-
vances, conversion of chips and 
coins, and gaming tickets into 
currency. Responsible for pro-
viding support and service to 
club members and other casi-
no visitors to ensure maximum 
guest satisfaction. Responsible 
for promoting the success of the 
Club Osage, by assisting guests 
through the membership pro-
cess, and explaining the benefits 
of membership and details of 
on-going promotions and events. 
Protects company assets while 
dealing with the public in an ef-
ficient and courteous manner

SKIATOOK 

Short Order Cook – Skiatook, 
regular full time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR SIGN-ON BONUS* Under 

general supervision of the Food 
& Beverage Supervisor, main-
tains an efficient food operation 
by preparing hot and cold food 
items in accordance with pro-
duction requirements, recipes 
and established safety policies 
and procedures. 

Hotel Room Attendant – Skia-
took, regular part-time. Under 
direct supervision of the Ho-
tel Housekeeping Supervisor, 
transfers clean and dirty linens 
and trash to/from laundry and 
room attendants cart. Assists 
with stocking other items as 
needed within the hotel. En-
sures cleanliness of Hotel Guest 
Rooms, Banquet Rooms and 
common areas. Responsible for 
moving furniture, boxes, stock-
ing and re-stocking shelves, and 
trash removal.

Main Bank Cashier – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for distributing banks to inter-
nal guests of internal depart-
ments as well as dropping these 
banks with accuracy. Protects 
company assets issued to them 
while dealing with guests, in an 
efficient and courteous manner

Cage Supervisor – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for the overall effective and ef-
ficient coordination and supervi-
sion of the Cage Department on 
shift and/or as assigned by the 
reporting senior.

Food and Beverage Supervisor – 
Skiatook, regular full time. Un-
der general supervision of the 
Food and Beverage Manager, 
manages day-to-day supervision 
of food and beverage operations 
which includes point of sale 
transactions, quality, guest sat-
isfaction, and inventory of stock.

Restaurant Server – Skiatook, 
regular part-time. *ELIGIBLE 
FOR BONUS* This position is 
responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

TULSA

Food and Beverage Supervisor 
Longbow – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Under general supervi-
sion of the Food and Beverage 
Manager, manages day-to-day 
supervision of food and beverage 
operations which includes point 
of sale transactions, quality, 
guest satisfaction, and invento-
ry of stock.

General Ledger Clerk – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for properly performing finan-
cial activities related to gener-
al ledger accounts functions in 
a timely manner as assigned.  
This list of duties and responsi-
bilities is illustrative only of the 
tasks performed by this position 
and is not all-inclusive.

Retail Cashier Gift Shop – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Responsi-
ble for proper settlement of all 
transactions at point of sale. 

Maintenance Technician – Tul-
sa, regular full time. This po-
sition is responsible for the 
overall maintenance, plumbing, 
and electrical components of the 
building and grounds.

Count Team Attendant – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for retrieval of currency boxes 
and table game drop boxes, emp-
tying drop boxes once they are 
delivered to the count room and 
ensuring accuracy of daily count 
operations.

Table Games Supervisor – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Responsi-
ble for the overall effective and 
efficient supervision of all Table 
Games shift operations as as-
signed by the reporting senior 
including, but not limited to: 
providing leadership to assigned 
staff, ensuring effective inter-
nal and external communica-
tions, exercising appropriate 
judgment and decision-making 
skills, and ensuring that all de-
partmental and staff activities 
are monitored and performed 
as efficiently and effectively as 
possible. Ensures assigned staff 
operate in compliance with ap-
plicable internal policies and 
procedures, gaming regulations, 
and external agency require-
ments.

Table Games Dealer – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Deal the 
games currently being dealt at 
Osage Casinos, such as Black-
jack, Roulette, Pai Gow Poker 
and Craps and newer games as 

See ClassIFIeds
—Continued  on Page 22
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Oberly, Osage/Caddo/Comanche, 
is the Creative Director for Urban 
Native Era, a brand that specializ-
es in clothing design and content to 
increase the visibility of Indigenous 
peoples, according to the website.

Oberly grew up in Oklahoma and 
currently resides in Los Angeles. He 
graduated from the University of Col-
orado in Boulder where he earned a 
degree in advertising and a minor in 
business administration. He worked 
as a program assistant for the Sun-
dance Film Institute. He currently 
serves as a member of the Ameri-
can Indian Graduate Center Board  
of Directors.

He serves on the Zon Zoli commit-

tee and is the great grandson of John 
and Sarah Oberly. His grandparents 
are Acey and Eva Oberly. He is the 
son of Frank Oberly, Shannon Free-
man and Mike Shackelford.

Other keynote speakers for the 
conference include: 

• Chance Rush, Hidatsa, actor in 
Scorsese’s Killers of the Flower 
Moon and motivational speaker, 
trainer, comedian

• Tia Wood, Cree/Salish, Vogue 
featured Dancer/Singer and Tik 
Tok Star

• Norma Baker Flying Horse, 
Hidatsa/Dakota Sioux/
Assiniboine, Red Berry Woman 
Fashion Designer

July 18th
is the deadline for

all submissions for the
August issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
604 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056
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Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

implemented. Responsible for ensuring 
maximum customer satisfaction by ex-
hibiting efficiency in dealing the assigned 
game and displaying a friendly and out-
going personality.

Accounts Payable Clerk – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. Responsible for properly 
performing financial activities related to 
accounts payable or accounts receivable 
functions in a timely manner as assigned.  
This list of duties and responsibilities is 
illustrative only of the tasks performed 
by this position and is not all-inclusive.

Purchasing Clerk – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Responsible for contacting and set-
ting up vendors for all areas of the com-
pany, ensuring vendors are registered or 
licensed as appropriate, maintaining a 
list of approved vendors, and placing or-
ders with vendors on behalf of the order-
ing department.

Cage Supervisor – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Responsible for the overall effective 
and efficient coordination and supervi-
sion of the Cage Department on shift and/
or as assigned by the reporting senior.

Soft Count-Drop Manager – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. Responsible for the overall 
effective and efficient management of the 
Soft Count/Drop Department operations 
at the property level. Provides leader-
ship to assigned staff, ensuring effective 
internal and external communications, 
exercising appropriate judgment and de-
cision-making skills, and ensuring that 
all departmental operations are moni-
tored and conducted efficiently and effec-
tively. 

Armed Security Officer – Tulsa, regular 
full time. *ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN-ON 
BONUS* Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment for employ-
ees and guests. This position requires a 
welcoming disposition and both strong 
communication and interactive skills, as 
this is the first Osage Casino Employee 
to greet visitors and answer phones.  To 
perform this job successfully, an individ-
ual must be able to perform each essen-
tial job duty satisfactorily.

Security Officer – Tulsa, regular full 
time. *ELIGIBLE FOR BONUS* Pro-
tects company assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and guests. 
To perform this job successfully, an indi-
vidual must be able to perform each es-
sential job duty satisfactorily.

Casino Services Agent - Tulsa, regular 
full time. *ELIGIBLE FOR SIGN-ON 
BONUS* Responsible for distributing 
money to gaming guests via check cash-

ing, credit card advances, conversion of 
chips and coins, and gaming tickets into 
currency. Responsible for providing sup-
port and service to club members and 
other casino visitors to ensure maximum 
guest satisfaction. Responsible for pro-
moting the success of the Club Osage, by 
assisting guests through the membership 
process, and explaining the benefits of 
membership and details of on-going pro-
motions and events. Protects company 
assets while dealing with the public in an 
efficient and courteous manner

Surveillance Officer (Regional) , regular 
full time. This position is responsible for 
protecting all Osage Casino assets and 
maintaining the integrity of gaming in 
the Osage Casinos utilizing all Surveil-
lance equipment and floor observations. 
This employee sole responsibility is to 
observe and report. The Employee must 
perform all duties in accordance with 
the internal policies, procedures, and 
controls, as well, as applicable laws and 
gaming regulations. The Regional Sur-
veillance Officer will be responsible for 
traveling to various Osage Casino loca-
tions and responsible for covering various 
shifts as assigned.

Food and Beverage Supervisor Roni Pep-
po’s – Tulsa, regular full time. Under 
general supervision of the Food and Bev-
erage Manager, manages day-to-day su-
pervision of food and beverage operations 
which includes point of sale transactions, 
quality, guest satisfaction, and inventory 
of stock.

Short Order Cook – Thunder Bar & Grill 
– Tulsa, regular full time. Under gener-
al supervision of the Food & Beverage 
Supervisor, maintains an efficient food 
operation by preparing hot and cold food 
items in accordance with production re-
quirements, recipes and established safe-
ty policies and procedures.

EVS Attendant – Tulsa, regular full time. 
Under direct supervision of the EVS Su-
pervisor, the EVS Attendant is responsi-
ble for cleanliness of all property public 
areas both inside and outside the casino. 
Responsibilities include vacuuming, mop-
ping, window washing, restroom clean-
ing, trash removal, office cleaning, back 
of house area cleaning, exterior cleaning 
of electronic games, re-stocking supply 
shelves, and completes other duties. 

Line Cook – Tulsa, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of the Sous 
Chef, maintains an efficient food opera-
tion by preparing, prepping hot and cold 
food items in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and established 
safety policies and procedures. This list 
of duties and responsibilities is illustra-
tive only of the tasks performed by this 
position and is not all-inclusive.

the hyper-focus on COVID, there 
is expected to be a rise in other  
medical needs.

“It’s getting better, but the work 
isn’t done,” he said.

Because of his work, Biss-Grayson 
was recently awarded a COVID-19 
Pandemic Civilian Service Medal 
from the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services and the Assis-
tant Secretary of Preparedness for 
his temporary duty assignment to 
the COVID-19 Task Force. Thanks 
to Biss-Grayson’s work, he was able 
to help bind a large disconnect. Al-
though, there is still much work on 
the horizon.

“It needs a long-term plan and 
determination. It’s hard to compare 
tribes, but it’s a consistent theme 
where the response needs to be bol-
stered,” Biss-Grayson said. He wants 
to encourage more Native voic-
es to step up and become a part of  
policy-making. 

“Always start local, learn the 
system. You have great ideas but 
stand up and lead from the front,” 
he said. “Voice the plan, especially 
during a crisis.” For Biss-Grayson, 
his drive for emergency manage-
ment started in the military from 
helicopter crashes and chemical 

spills. He knew he could take that 
experience and a master’s degree 
to Indian Country to help build  
a framework.

For Biss-Grayson, it’s not all emer-
gencies all the time, sometimes it’s a 
bit of ribbon work as well. The quar-
antine period gave Biss-Grayson a 
good amount of time to update his 
website with the many projects he’s 
worked on. Inspired by his Osage lin-
eage, the collection proved to be pop-
ular as the skirts took the limelight 
for various advocacies. 

“What is cool is I can advocate for 
issues and the whole philosophy is 
awareness and action,” he said. Biss-
Grayson’s skirts have been worn to 
advocate for the National Indigenous 
Women’s Resource Center, Noise is 
Power, Sovereign Bodies Institute, 
Directly to Individuals in Need and 
the National Women’s Association 
of Canada. Biss-Grayson is always 
looking for more collaborations to 
help keep the Native voices present 
and strong. On top of exceptional rib-
bon work, Biss-Grayson has a knack 
for oil painting, sculptures and is the 
editor of the Osage comic called The 
Owl. “I’m also writing a book of po-
ems. It’s a whole litany of projects.”

Biss-Grayson loves the work he’s 
created and is excited to push the 
envelope with what Native American 
art can be.

BIss-graysOn 
–from Page 10

the Owl 
–from Page 15

old comics and led him to wonder what 
all he could create. 

“I wondered what kinds of stories we 
could tell about this part of the world 
as far as a dark archetype. All the sto-
ries we know have a lot of the same 
aesthetics and locations like Boston or 
New York and I didn’t want the typical 
setting,” Ammons said.

The Owl takes place in Rogers City, 
Oklahoma in 1935, a dark time for the 
country and especially for those in The 
Dust Bowl. Tension was high as many 
suffered from the trauma of the Great 
Depression. Violent gangsters and 

criminals ran rampant and brutal acts 
of racism reigned without consequence. 
The Osage people were no strangers to 
these hard times and were victims of 
many injustices. The story takes this 
historical truth and drops in the mys-
terious vigilante known as, The Owl. 

Now that Ammons met his initial 
goal on Kickstarter, the comics are off 
to the printer and will be available lat-
er this summer locally and for delivery, 
Ammons is excited to use the money 
raised toward printing and is using any 
additional funds to make the next issue 
bigger and better. Stay up to date on all 
things The Owl at Blue Turtle Comics 
on Facebook.

OBerly 
–from Page 7
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Pawhuska District waterboy walks to the dance arbor for the 2021 
Inlonshka in the Pawhuska Village.

Pawhuska District elder Andrew Gray poses for a photo with two of his 
grandsons who danced for the first time at the 2021 Inlonshka.

Straight dancers from the Grayhorse Dis-
trict follow Head Committeeman Archie 
Mason and Drumkeeper Jacob Lux to the 
Pawhuska arbor for the 2021 Inlonshka.

Pawhuska District Drumkeeper Cole Burris walks to-
ward the Pawhuska dance arbor for the 2021 Inlonshka.
LEFT: Hamilton family members pose for a photo 
across the street from the Pawhuska Village dance ar-
bor at the 2021 Inlonshka.

All Photos by 
CODY 

HAMMER
Osage News

Osage families get ready for the 2021 Pawhuska Inlonshka inside 
Wakon Iron Hall.

Town Crier Caesar Williams walks at the Pawhuska Vil-
lage before the 2021 Inlonshka.

Bates Shaw, Cory Spotted Bear, Jennifer Brumley and Ross 
Mashunkashey pose for a photo.

Town Crier Caesar Williams leads the Bighorse family to the arbor 
during the Pawhuska Inlonshka.

Gianna Sieke and Kaylor Cheves pose for a pho-
to at the Pawhuska Village dance arbor during 
the 2021 Inlonshka.

Grayson Miller poses for a photo with his par-
ents before he dances at the Pawhuska Inlon-
shka for the first time.

RIGHT: Straight danc-
ers from the Hom-
iny District line up 
to head toward the 
Pawhuska Village ar-
bor for the 2021 In-
lonshka.

LEFT: Town Crier Cae-
sar Williams leads a 
young first-time danc-
er to the Pawhuska 
Village arbor for the 
2021 Inlonshka.  

Eli Potts smiles for the camera before go-
ing to the Pawhuska Village dance arbor 
for the 2021 Inlonshka.

BELOW: Cameron West walks to the 
Pawhuska Village dance arbor.

Young Osage straight dancers pose for a photo before the 
2021 Pawhuska Inlonshka.

Osage women pose for a photo in their dance clothes at 
the 2021 Pawhuska Inlonshka.

An Osage dancer walks toward the Pawhuska 
Village dance arbor for the 2021 Inlonshka.

Chad Renfro walks to the Pawhuska Village 
dance arbor for the 2021 Inlonshka.

Town Crier Caesar Williams leads Emmett 
Smith and his family to the Pawhuska Vil-
lage arbor where he danced for the first time 
during the 2021 Inlonshka.




