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Principal photography 
begins on Martin
Scorsese’s ‘Killers of 
the Flower Moon’
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Principal photography is 
underway on Martin Scors-
ese’s highly anticipated film, 
“Killers of the Flower Moon.”

The first day of filming was 
announced Monday by The 
Oklahoma Film + Music Of-
fice (OF+MO) and Apple Orig-
inal Films. The film is based 
on David Grann’s bestselling 
book of the same name and de-
tails the federal investigation 
into the “Osage Reign of Ter-
ror,” a period of time during 
the 1920s when wealthy 
Osage tribal members were 
systematically murdered for  
their inheritance.

“We are thrilled to finally 
start production on ‘Killers of 
the Flower Moon’ in Oklaho-
ma,” said Scorsese in a pre-
pared release. “To be able 
to tell this story on the land 
where these events took place 
is incredibly important and 

critical to allowing us to por-
tray an accurate depiction of 
the time and people. We’re 
grateful to Apple, the Oklaho-
ma Film and Music Office and 
the Osage Nation, especially 
all our Osage consultants and 
cultural advisors, as we pre-
pare for this shoot. We’re ex-
cited to start working with our 
local cast and crew to bring 
this story to life on screen and 
immortalize a time in Amer-
ican history that should not  
be forgotten.” 

“Killers of the Flower Moon” 
features a prestigious cast 
that includes Academy Award 
winner Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Academy Award winner Rob-
ert De Niro, Emmy Award 
nominee Jesse Plemons, Lily 
Gladstone, Tantoo Cardinal, 
Cara Jade Myers, JaNae Col-
lins, Jillian Dion, William Bel-
leau, Louis Cancelmi, Tatanka 
Means, Michael Abbott Jr., 
Pat Healy, Scott Shepherd and 
Grammy Award-winning sing-

er-songwriters Jason Isbell 
and Sturgill Simpson.

The screenplay is adapted 
by Academy Award winner 
and Emmy Award nominee 
Eric Roth (“A Star is Born,” 
“Forrest Gump”) and Scorsese. 
Producing alongside Scorsese 
is Imperative Entertainment’s 
Dan Friedkin and Bradley 
Thomas, DiCaprio and Appian 
Way Productions.

According to the release, 
Gov. Kevin Stitt, Lt. Gov. 

Matt Pinnell and the OF+MO 
worked to ensure historically 
accurate Oklahoma locations 
for the film. Pinnell said the 
film is having a positive im-
pact on rural communities and 
small businesses. According 
to Visit Bartlesville Executive 
Director Maria Gus, who told 
The Oklahoman, early eco-
nomic impact estimates are 
$24 million, including $10 mil-
lion in projected visitor spend-
ing, more than $367,000 in 

sales tax and about $150,000 
in lodging tax.

The Osage Nation helped 
to scout numerous sites 
across the state. Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and Chad Renfro, the 
Nation’s ambassador to the 
production, introduced film-
makers to cultural advisors, 
historians, local artisans and 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The first day of filming was announced April 19 by The Oklahoma Film + Music Office (OF+MO) and Apple Orig-
inal Films. Pictured is a home in the Grayhorse area surrounded by trailers on one of the film’s sets.
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Pratt re-elected Congressional Speaker,
Revard re-elected Second Speaker
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Before adjourning the 2021 
Hun-Kah Session, the Seventh 
Osage Nation Congress formed 
its committees and re-elected 
Angela Pratt to serve as Con-
gressional Speaker and Jodie 
Revard as Second Speaker.

The 12-member Congress 
extended the 24-day session 
and adjourned on April 27 
(Day 25) to finish considering 
and voting on pending bills 
and resolutions. Afterward, 

Courtesy Photo

Congresswoman Angela Pratt 
was re-elected as Congressional 
Speaker on April 27.

Courtesy Photo

Congresswoman Jodie Revard was 
re-elected as Congressional Sec-
ond Speaker on April 27.

All Photos CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Yatika Starr Fields, Osage/Creek artist, at his studio in Tulsa. 

Yatika Starr Fields on giving 
back and strengthening
community connection
Abigail S. Mashunkashey 
Osage News

Yatika Starr Fields is a 
painter and muralist whose vi-
brant and kaleidoscopic imag-
ery is globally renowned. Born 
into a family of artists, he is 

the son of clay and ceramics 
artist Anita Fields and photog-
rapher Tom Fields. He spent 
his early childhood years in 
Hominy and Tahlequah before 
his family moved to Stillwater 

Fields is a painter and muralist whose vibrant and kaleidoscopic imagery 
is globally renowned.

An Inspiration
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Osage Congress passes appropriation
bills for new Wakon Iron
community building and chapel
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The long-awaited and 
planned new Wakon Iron 
community building and 
chapel projects in the 
Pawhuska Village now have 
construction funding thanks 
to two appropriation bills 
passed by the Seventh Osage 
Nation Congress during the 
2021 Hun-Kah Session.

After approving a revised 
2021 projected revenue res-
olution (ONCR 21-07 spon-
sored by Second Speaker 
Jodie Revard), the Congress 
unanimously passed bills 
ONCA 21-42 and ONCA 21-

43 (both sponsored by Con-
gresswoman Paula Stabler) 
to appropriate $1.7 million 
and $5.7 million for the two 
respective projects’ building 
costs. The projected reve-

nue resolution lists revenue 
amounts the Nation’s gov-
ernment is anticipating and 
is also a tool for budgeting 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The Osage Congress passed appropriation bills for a new Wakon Iron 
community building and chapel on April 21.
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Osage Congress approves salary increases
for Principal Chief, Assistant Principal Chief
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Starting in July 2022, the 
Osage Nation Principal Chief 
and Assistant Principal Chief 
officeholders will receive a 
salary increase after the Sev-
enth Osage Nation Congress 
passed a bill authorizing the 
pay amendments.

Bill ONCA 21-18 (spon-
sored by Congresswoman Alice 
Goodfox) is the first legislative 
item passed during the 2021 
Hun-Kah Session, which in-
creases the Principal Chief’s 
annual salary from $95,000 
to $150,000 ($55,000 increase) 
and the Assistant Principal 
Chief’s salary increases from 
$75,000 to $115,000 ($40,000 
increase). Congress voted 9-3 
to approve the bill on April 5.

According to the 2006 Osage 
Constitution, “the annual sal-
ary and expense allowance for 
the offices of Principal Chief 
and Assistant Principal Chief 
shall be prescribed by Osage 
law and shall not be increased 
or diminished during that time 
in office.” The two Executive 
Branch elected offices will next 
appear on the Nation’s June 
2022 general election ballot 
along with six Congressional 
seats. The winners of those 
eight seats will take their 
oaths of office a few weeks lat-
er on July 5.

This is the first time in the 
reformed government’s histo-
ry where the Principal Chief’s 
salary has been increased. In 
2006, the First ON Congress 
passed legislation establishing 
the elected officials’ salaries 
and the Principal Chief’s sal-

ary has remained at $95,000 
since then, Goodfox said 
during a March 29 Congres-
sional Government Operations 
Committee meeting to initially 
consider ONCA 21-18.

In 2014, the Third ON Con-
gress approved a salary struc-
ture bill (ONCA 14-39) for the 
three government branches 
elected and retained (Judicial 
Branch) officeholders, which 
increased the Assistant Prin-
cipal Chief’s salary from its 
original amount of $71,250  
to $75,000.

Goodfox said she took into 
consideration the time in which 
the workload of the Executive 
Branch offices increased due 
to increases over time in Osage 
membership, government ser-
vices and increases in tribal 
revenue largely coming from 
the Nation’s seven-Osage Ca-
sinos Gaming Enterprise.

“In 2010, the gaming rev-
enue that we were working 
with was $30 million-plus ... In 
2014, it was $40 million-plus 
... Of course, we’re closer to 
$50 million now. The mem-

bership in 2006 was 8,927, in 
2010, the membership was 
14,233, in 2021, as of a month 
ago, the number I received was 
24,469,” Goodfox said. “The 
Chief’s position is the head 
of our Nation, we’ve grown in 
tribal gaming dollars to add 
more programs and services, 
we’ve increased our enroll-
ment number, we’ve increased 
our employee number. And 
so, I felt like it was something 
that needed to be addressed 
at this time, so I drafted  
the legislation.”

Congressman Billy Keene 
said he supported the bill, add-
ing: “I think it’s pretty jarring 
we haven’t seen an increase in 
pay for the Chief in 15 years 
... It’s important to pay a good 
salary to attract good talent 
and I think we’ve been behind 
the ball all these years.”

Congressman and Govern-
ment Operations Committee 
Chair Scott BigHorse said he 
also supported the increase 
and thought there would be in-
creases five years ago.

Goodfox said she looked at 

the elected official salaries 
for other area tribal nations 
but noted some respective 
Nations’ membership totals 
are higher than Osage’s. She 
also noted the annual salaries 
for the ON Attorney General 
and Treasurer are also more  
than $100,000.

“I looked at the fact that 
our Chief is the one not only 
responsible for our Executive 
Branch but spends the ma-
jority of what our funds go 
toward and is the person that 
is going to discuss things like 
water rights and different ne-
gotiations at the state and fed-
eral level and it was a (salary) 
number I felt was a fair assess-
ment for what they do in their 
seat and the number of trib-
al members they’re serving,” 
Goodfox said.

On April 5, during debate 
time before the bill vote, Con-
gressman Eli Potts said he 
opposed the bill, which pro-
posed a 57% increase for the 
Principal Chief salary and a 
53% increase for the Assistant 
Principal Chief. Potts referred 
to his filed bill ONCA 21-26 
seeking increases to the Na-
tion’s government employee 
minimum wage and added: 
“I fear we’re in danger of for-
getting who we serve. I agree 
that the Chief and Assistant 
Chief deserve a raise, they do 
work hard, this administration 
in particular ... But a raise in 
light of last year (employee 
layoffs during the uncertain 
unprecedented times caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic 
that included a nearly two-
month closure of all seven ca-
sinos, as well as closure of the 
Head Start program), I can’t 

support it ... As long as the Ex-
ecutive Branch is giving pink 
slips, the Legislative Branch 
shouldn’t be giving raises to 
the top.”

Before the vote, Goodfox 
noted the 2022 election has yet 
to come and “we don’t know 
who’s going to be in those seats 
... and that’s when these rais-
es will take effect ... It’s time, 
it’s time to address this (salary 
increase consideration). With 
the gaming successes and the 
true-up (additional gaming 
distribution) that we’ve had, I 
don’t think that this is out of 
line ... In the event that some-
one gets into the Chief’s or 
Assistant Chief’s seat in 2022 
and they don’t agree with this 
salary increase, by all means, 
cut a check to the Osage Na-
tion Foundation and donate 
that money someplace else if 
you think the salary needs to 
stay where it’s at.”

Bill 21-18 passed with “yes” 
votes from Goodfox and Con-
gress members Keene, Brandy 
Lemon, Second Speaker Jodie 
Revard, Pam Shaw, Paula Sta-
bler, RJ Walker, BigHorse and 
Congressional Speaker Angela 
Pratt. “No” votes came from 
Maker, Potts and Joe Tillman.

On April 6, Assistant Prin-
cipal Chief Raymond Red 
Corn signed ONCA 21-18 into 
law as acting Principal Chief  
that day.

For more information on the 
Legislative Branch, filed leg-
islative bills/ resolutions, ses-
sion and committee meetings, 
visit: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/leg-
islative-branch

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The former Superintendent’s House (left) and the Executive Branch build-
ing on the Osage Nation campus in Pawhuska.

Four actors join the cast of Scorsese’s
upcoming ‘Killers of the Flower Moon’
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Henry Roan. That name 
echoes within the Osage Na-
tion every time a story is told 
about the Reign of Terror. 
Henry Roan, an Osage man 
who trusted and befriend-
ed the “King of the Osage,” a 
white man by the name of Wil-
liam “Bill” Hale. Henry Roan, 
who abided by the law and 
was failed by it time and time 
again. Henry Roan, who was 
shot in the back of the head by 
Hale’s associates for his life in-
surance and oil wealth.

On Tuesday, Apple Original 
Films exclusively announced 
to Osage News that four ac-
tors would be joining the cast 
of Martin Scorsese’s upcoming, 
“Killers of the Flower Moon.” 
The film is an adaptation of 
David Grann’s bestselling book 
of the same name. The story 
details the systematic murders 
of Osage tribal members in the 
1920s and chronicles the birth 
of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation that investigated 
and discovered the plot to kill 
Osages for their oil wealth.

Indigenous actor William 
Belleau will portray Henry 
Roan, Louis Cancelmi will por-
tray Kelsie Morrison, Jason 
Isbell will portray Bill Smith, 
and Sturgill Simpson will por-
tray Henry Grammer.

Kelsie Morrison was a boot-
legger, a double agent work-
ing as both an informant to 
the FBI and a hitman for 
William Hale. Morrison was 
responsible for the murder 
of Anna Brown, the sister of 
the film’s heroine Mollie Bur-
khart, and he also confessed 
to poisoning his Osage wife for  
her inheritance.

Bill Smith was the white 
husband of Reta Smith, Mollie 
Burkhart’s younger sister who 
is tragically killed when Hale’s 
associates blew up her home 
with dynamite.

Henry Grammer was an in-
famous rodeo champion and 
bootlegger and good friend  
to Hale.  

Belleau, Cancelmi, Isbell 
and Simpson join previous-
ly announced stars including 
Leonardo DiCaprio as Ernest 
Burkhart; Robert De Niro 
as William “Bill” Hale; Jesse 
Plemons as Tom White; Lily 
Gladstone as Mollie Burkhart; 
Tantoo Cardinal as ‘Lizzie Q’ 
(Mollie’s mother); and Cara 
Jade Myers, JaNae Collins and 
Jillian Dion as Mollie’s sisters, 
‘Anna,’ ‘Reta’ and ‘Minnie.’ 

Many of Roan’s descendants 
still live in the Pawhuska area, 
including former Osage Nation 

Principal Chief Jim Gray and 
Osage artist Addie Roanhorse.

“I knew this day was go-
ing to come and I wasn’t sure 
how I was going to feel about 
it. Hopeful, I guess is the 
word that best describes my 
feelings. Henry’s life was cut 
short, and my mom was born 
two years after his passing. 
And my grandma, my infant 
uncle James died from a car 
wreck a few years later so very 
little first-hand information 

Osage News

From left: Actors William Belleau, Louis Cancelmi, Jason Isbell and Sturgill 
Simpson. 

Osage News

From left: Tatanka Means, Michael Abbott Jr., Pat Healy and Scott 
Shepherd have joined the cast of Martin Scorsese’s upcoming film, 
“Killers of the Flower Moon.”

Tatanka Means, Michael
Abbott Jr., Pat Healy, and 
Scott Shepherd join ‘Killers 
of the Flower Moon’ cast
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The cast of Martin Scorsese’s upcoming “Killers of the Flow-
er Moon,” is beginning to grow.

On Tuesday, Apple Original Films exclusively announced 
to Osage News that Tatanka Means, Michael Abbott Jr., Pat 
Healy and Scott Shepherd have joined the cast.

The film is an adaptation of David Grann’s bestselling book, 
“Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth 
of the FBI.” The book details the true story of the systematic 
murders of Osage tribal members for their oil wealth in the 
1920s. The story also chronicles the investigation of federal 
agents and the evil they discover lurking on the reservation.

Means will portray federal agent John Wren; Abbott Jr. 
will portray federal agent Frank Smith; and Healy will por-
tray federal agent John Burger, all agents hand-picked by 
Tom White (portrayed by Jesse Plemons), the federal agent 
in charge of the investigation. Shepherd will portray Bryan 
Burkhart, the younger brother of Ernest Burkhart (portrayed 
by Leonardo DiCaprio).

John Wren was possibly the only Native American federal 
agent in the 1920s. He was part Ute and described as having 
a “twirled mustache and black eyes.” He was once a one-time 
spy for Revolutionary leaders in Mexico and was a skilled 
investigator. He was described as “brilliant,” and he had ex-
perience working investigations on reservations. He went un-
dercover as a Medicine Man looking for his relatives.

Frank Smith was a Texan who was recruited by White for 
his adept hunting skills and mastery of rifle and pistol shoot-
ing. He was also an avid outdoorsman, big game hunter and 
an older, more experienced agent. He went undercover for  
the investigation.

John Burger was an agent already well known in Osage 
County and had worked a previous Osage murder case. White 
recruited him because he had created an extensive network 
of outlaws that could be used as informants. However, White 
did not entirely trust Burger as he had already made it known 



osagenews.org May 2021 3LegisLative Updates
Increased building costs impact 
Bartlesville, Pawhuska casino 
projects, gaming plan amended
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Citing increased building 
material costs, the budgets 
to build proposed new Osage 
Casinos at Bartlesville and 
Pawhuska will also need to 
increase, according to the 
Nation’s gaming officials.

The Seventh Osage Na-
tion Congress unanimously 
passed resolution ONCR 21-
06 (sponsored by Congress-
woman Alice Goodfox) on 
April 14, which amends the 
Gaming Enterprise Board’s 
annual plan of operations 
reflecting the increased bud-
gets for the two-planned casi-
no projects. 

ONCR 21-06’s passage 
comes after the Congressio-
nal Commerce, Gaming and 
Land Committee met with 
Osage Casino officials, in-
cluding CEO Byron Bighorse 
on April 8 to discuss the pro-
posed building cost increases. 
Much of the discussion took 
place in a committee exec-
utive session due to casino 
business proprietary matters 
considered confidential per 
Osage law.

“After you approved the 
(prior) annual plan for our 
construction projects for Bar-
tlesville and Pawhuska, we 

have since received lots of 
construction cost increases 
and it’s all tied to materi-
al costs,” Bighorse told the 
committee. “Without getting 
into any specific numbers, I 
can generalize for you the in-
crease is 22% over what was 
approved last session (2020 
Tzi-Zho Session) … I need to 
get this in front of everybody 
and tell you if we don’t get 
these started soon, we may 
have to push pause altogeth-
er to make sure it’s financial-
ly responsible to build these 
projects if these construction 
costs continue to increase 
like they are.”

The increase in building 
materials is a countrywide 
problem due to increases in 
costs that took shape espe-
cially in the past year as the 
COVID-19 pandemic disrupt-
ed everyday life and countless 
work and trade industries. In 
Minnesota last month, KARE 
11-TV, reported: “Since last 
April, lumber costs have 
spiked 180%, according to 
the National Association of 

Home Builders, increasing 
the cost of building an aver-
age home by $24,386.”

The annual plan of oper-
ations amendment to reflect 
the increased building costs 
comes after years-long efforts 
to put the two Nation-owned 
land tracts into federal trust 
were completed in 2020 for 
the two casino projects. Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear announced two previ-
ously planned groundbreak-
ing dates for the projects 
during a February United 
Osages of Southern Califor-
nia virtual gathering, but 
those events are postponed 
until further notice.

A new proposed Pawhuska 
casino will be built on land 
east of State Highway 99/ 
U.S. 60 across from the Kum 
& Go convenience store and 
El Jalisco Mexican restau-
rant. The new Bartlesville 
casino will be built on land 
next to U.S. 60, west of the 
Bartlesville airport and city 
limits. 

ONCR 21-06 passed with a 
12-0 vote on April 14.

For more information on 
the Legislative Branch, filed 
legislative bills/ resolutions, 
session and committee meet-
ings, visit: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-
we-are/legislative-branch 
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Congressional Speaker 
Pratt delivers report
before 2021 Hun-Kah 
Session adjourned 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation Congressional 
Speaker Angela Pratt deliv-
ered a 2021 Hun-Kah Session 
report before the regular 
spring legislative session ad-
journed on April 27. 

The Seventh ON Congress 
extended the 24-day session 
by one day to continue consid-
ering and voting on filed bills 
and resolutions. 

Pratt reported the following 
numbers in front of her Con-
gressional colleagues, which 
were compiled with the assis-
tance of Congressional office 
staff.

“For legislation, there were 
48 bills considered, 19 of them 
passed, two failed and 25 
are still in committee,” Pratt 
said. “There were 12 resolu-
tions considered, five passed, 
zero failed and three are still 
in committee. There were 51 
scheduled committee meetings 
plus engrossment meetings 
held, we were in session for 20 
meetings.”

As for appropriation bills 
passed during session, Pratt 
reported: 

• $50,000 supplemental 
appropriation for the Na-
tion’s Financial Assistance 
Department for crisis as-
sistance to finish out the 
2021 fiscal year (ONCA 
21-36 sponsored by Con-
gresswoman Alice Goodfox)

• $1.7 million appropriation 
for the Pawhuska Village 
chapel project (ONCA 
21-42 sponsored by Con-
gresswoman Paula 
Stabler).

• $5.7 million appropriation 
for the new Wakon Iron 
community building proj-
ect also in the Pawhuska 
Village (ONCA 21-43 also 
sponsored by Stabler).

• $5.5 million to replenish 
the Nation’s permanent 
fund, which was accessed 
last year when the Sixth 
ON Congress approved 
using the rainy-day 
funding to continue gov-
ernment operations after 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic reached Oklahoma, 
prompting a nearly two-
month closure of all seven 
Osage Casinos (ONCA 21-
44 sponsored by Second 
Speaker Jodie Revard).

• $30,000 to the Hominy 
Village for audio/ visual 
equipment (ONCA 21-46 
sponsored by Congress-
man Billy Keene).

• $400,000 to the Skyway36 
hangar improvement proj-
ects at the Nation-owned 
airpark in north Tulsa 
(ONCA 21-33 sponsored 
by Congresswoman Pam 
Shaw).

• $250,000 to the Grayhorse 
Village for cemetery gate 
and fencing costs (ONCA 

21-45 sponsored by Con-
gressman Joe Tillman).

• $500,000 supplemental to 
the Osage Minerals Coun-
cil for professional fee costs 
(ONCA 21-47 sponsored by 
Revard).

• $350,000 to ON Real Es-
tate Services for land 
acquisition costs (ONCA 
21-48 sponsored by Pratt).

• $50,000 contribution to the 
Francois Chouteau and 
Native American Heritage 
Fountain project in Kansas 
City (ONCA 21-34 spon-
sored by Congressman 
John Maker).  

• $1,000 for a framed portrait 
of the late OMC Chairman 
Andrew Yates who passed 
in February (ONCA 21-39 
sponsored by Goodfox).

Pratt said the approved ap-
propriations total $14,668,784 
and there is $2.4 million re-
maining available for future 
appropriations this fiscal year.

Pratt also acknowledged and 
thanked the Congressional 
staff including Legal Counsel 
Loyed “Trey” Gill, Congressio-
nal Clerk Shana Robedeaux, 
Budget Analyst Jordan Fraser, 
Sergeant-at-Arms Lou Brock 
and recently hired employees 
Assistant Clerk Kaitlin Garcia 
and Chief Audit Officer Ross 
Novak. Pratt also praised ON 
Communications employee 
Skyler Ammons who operates 
the A/V and computer equip-
ment for live streaming the 
Congress sessions.

“I really thank you all to 
help keep us moving (and to) 
Congress: a job well done, I ap-
preciate all of your work and 
collaboration,” Pratt said in 
her closing remarks. “It’s been 
hard on us, on our families, I 
just wanted to say bless your 
families and bless you all. It’s 
been a rough year in trying to 
make it through all of this and 
tough on our community and 
I appreciate everyone’s efforts 
to work through (the) very un-
precedented times that we live 
in and to be able to still take 
care of our families and keep 
going and be strong for our 
people.”

For more information on the 
Legislative Branch, filed leg-
islative bills/resolutions, ses-
sion and committee meetings, 
visit: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/leg-
islative-branch

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Congressional Speaker An-
gela Pratt speaks during the Hun-
Kah session on March 29, 2021.

ON Congress approves additional
$50K for crisis assistance applications
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Financial 
Assistance Department is re-
ceiving an additional $50,000 
to continue offering crisis as-
sistance to enrolled Osages fol-
lowing a spike in applications 
following the historic Febru-
ary winter storms impacting 
Texas and Oklahoma.

During the 2021 Hun-Kah 
Session, the Seventh ON Con-
gress unanimously approved 
bill ONCA 21-36 (sponsored by 
Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox) to provide the $50,000 
supplemental appropriation to 
the department coming from 
tribal funding. 

According to the Nation’s 
website, the Financial As-
sistance Department assists 
enrolled Osages “regardless 
of residency, struggling in ex-
traordinary times of a crisis. 
Crisis Assistance is available 
once per fiscal year to appli-
cants that are able to doc-
ument an emergency/crisis 
warranting assistance. Situa-
tions should be short-term or 
temporary in nature, and not 
chronic. Assistance may be 
provided only when an eligible 
crisis creates a verifiable need 
and cannot exceed $1,000, per 
applicant, per fiscal year. As-
sistance is available under the 
following four crisis situations: 
Homeless, or a threat of home-
lessness; Unsafe and/or unsan-

itary living conditions; Fire or 
natural disaster; or Major car 
repairs.”

The bill received initial con-
sideration in the Congressio-
nal Health and Social Services 
Committee before the final 
vote on April 9.

Goodfox said she sponsored 
the legislation after visiting 
with the Executive Branch, 
adding “I knew from the con-
stituents I had spoken with 
in Oklahoma and Texas that 
a lot of people were going to 
reach out to crisis assistance 
to get help with the sub-zero 
temperatures we had. We had 
an enormous amount of people 
who had damage to their home 
from their pipes bursting from 
the cold ... And we haven’t even 
gone through tornado season, 
we all know that is usually 
something people will have to 
reach out for crisis assistance 
funds.” 

Jennifer Oberly, Financial 
Assistance Department direc-
tor, told the committee that ap-
proximately $32,000 remained 
available for crisis assistance 
applicants with six applica-
tions still being processed at 
the time meaning “it could be 
another minus-$6,000 from 
that number. That’s roughly 
26% left of our budget and we 
have six months left in the fis-
cal year.” The 2021 fiscal year 
ends September 30.

For the increased number of 
crisis assistance applications, 

Oberly said her department 
has received applications due 
to unsafe/ unsanitary homes 
due to broken water pipes and 
no water supply and people in 
Texas were without electricity 
for 1-2 weeks.  

Oberly also noted: “This 
year and last year was a little 
unprecedented due to COVID, 
our (application) numbers 
have definitely gone up not 
only due to the weather, but 
everybody’s economic impact 
and their current situations. 
Last year, we did a total of 
200 applications, right now 
we are at 110, so if we think 
we will get as many as we did 
last year, then we will expect 
quite a bit. We also temporar-
ily paused this program while 
we did CARES (direct assis-
tance offered in 2020) to a lot 
of people, as well as referring 
to the housing programs for 
anyone that’s in danger of be-
ing homeless or evicted ... It’s 
unable to be predicted like the 
floods we had two years ago 
that came through in May and 
we received a bunch of (appli-
cations at that time).”

The Congress voted 12-0 
approving ONCA 21-36, and 
Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear signed the bill 
to become law. 

For more information on ON 
Financial Assistance services, 
visit its website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-
do/financial-assistance

Osage Congress to consider board appointees during Hun-Kah Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Seventh Osage Nation 
Congress will consider several 
individuals for confirmation to 
serve on various boards during 
the 2021 Hun-Kah Session.

On April 12, Congressio-
nal Speaker Angela Pratt an-
nounced a list of individuals 
appointed by Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear to 
serve on respective boards for 
three-year terms. She said 
those individuals completed 
Congressional Office ques-
tionnaires seeking personal 
and professional background 
information as part of the  
vetting process.

The Congressional commit-

tees will receive the respective 
board appointee question-
naires for initial consideration 
of their resume/professional 
information before those Con-
gressional committees pass 
motions to refer the appointees 
to the 12-member Congress for 
confirmation votes. The indi-
viduals may also participate 
in interviews with the com-
mittees, which are conduct-
ing videoconference meetings 
throughout the session.

According to Pratt, the fol-
lowing individuals are appoin-
tees now being considered for 
board/ commission service:

• Justin Mays, Gaming 
Enterprise Board

• Julie O’Keefe, Foundation 
Board

• George Stabler, 
Traditional Cultural 
Advisors Committee

• Julie Malone, Gaming 
Enterprise Board

• Belle Wilson, Election 
Board

• Ladd Oldfield, ON Ranch 
Board

• Nancy Pillsbury-Shirley, 
Foundation Board

During the Congressional 
session, the individuals will be 
subject to initial consideration 
by respective Congressional 
committees, which will vote 
on further action including 
referring the appointed indi-

vidual to the entire Congress. 
According to the Congressio-
nal rules: “Once reported (that 
the appointee is qualified by 
education and experience), any 
member of Congress may move 
during the ‘Motions’ portion of 
a Session for a nominee inter-
view to be placed on an agen-
da, or alternatively may move 
for confirmation consideration 
of the nominee to be placed 
on an agenda. The motion is 
subject to amendment and re-
quires an affirmative majority 
vote of the members present to 
pass. Should either of the mo-
tions fail, the motion may be 
reasserted any day until the 
day before the last regular day 
of Session.”

Also, according to the rules: 

“As provided in the Consti-
tution, the Congress may de-
cline to consider a nominee 
or a re-nomination by failing 
to move the nomination for-
ward for consideration by the 
day before the last day of the 
regular session prior to which 
the nomination was made. If 
this occurs, the nomination is 
deemed rejected and the pro-
visions of the constitution and 
laws regarding failure of the 
Congress to confirm an appoin-
tee apply.”

For more information on 
the Legislative Branch, filed 
legislative bills/resolutions 
and committee meetings, 
visit: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/leg-
islative-branch
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appropriations throughout the 
fiscal year.  

On April 21, the 12-member 
Congress voted “yes” on each 
of the two bills that were later 
signed by Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear into law. 

The two approved bills come 
after discussions and debates 
during two special sessions 
last year where prior village 
project appropriation bills 
failed to pass as the Congress 
considered several financial 
matters including legislation 
allowing a one-time exemption 
from Osage law to appropriate 
from the last-minute $20 mil-
lion true-up distribution made 
by the Gaming Enterprise 
Board on Sept. 30 just before 
the 2020 fiscal year ended. 

Before the April 21 vote 
on ONCR 21-07, Revard ad-
dressed Congress: “We talked 
about whether to waive the 
law to allow us to access the 
money from the true-up from 
the casino, that failed. We then 
found out from the (Attorney 
General) and our legal counsel 
that we were able to access the 
money through our own law 
because of the definitions, and 
so from that we talked about 
the unappropriated amount 
(in Appropriation Committee 
meeting discussions). I’m ask-
ing that Congress vote to ap-
prove this resolution so that 
we can move on with our ap-
propriations that have been 
presented to us.”

Congressman Eli Potts said 
he wished there was more 
time to review ONCR 21-07 
and said he would be voting 
against it because he argues 
the resolution is “flawed” and 
lists figures he did not believe 
should be included.

“Yes” votes on ONCR 21-07 

came from Congress members 
Brandy Lemon, John Mak-
er, Revard, Pam Shaw, Pau-
la Stabler, RJ Walker, Scott 
BigHorse, Alice Goodfox, Bil-
ly Keene and Congressional 
Speaker Angela Pratt. “No” 
votes came from Potts and  
Joe Tillman.

Afterward, the Congress dis-
cussed the two bills for the Wa-
kon Iron community building 
and chapel projects. In August 
2020, the Pawhuska Village 
Committee members signed 
off on a written resolution 
approving the two buildings’ 
design plans. Appropriation 
bills for the buildings were 
not voted on during the 2020 
Tzi-Zho Session due to lack of 
unappropriated funding at the 
time, which was before the $20 
million distribution was made 
to the government.

Stabler said the two bills for 
the village projects “have been 
on a long road to get here to-
day so I’m finally happy we can 
get (the bills) to a vote. Any 
time we deal with our villages 
we are dealing with our cul-
tural homes, so that’s why the 
importance for me and for oth-
ers to get these things accom-
plished. We’re almost 15 years 
into this new government and 
this is a big expenditure. It’s 
the third village that is receiv-
ing funds for this construction 
and in the past, I think of how 
we were in previous decades 
and how we had to operate in 
those decades ... How nice it 
was that we had the evolution 
of these facilities from (a field) 
to a round barn and to grass 
arbors and to wood arbors and 
finally the community build-
ings came about. The ability to 
have comfort to be able to par-
ticipate in our culture, it’s part 
of the evolution of our people.”

Before winning the 2018 
election to Congress, Stabler, 

a longtime village resident, 
served on the Pawhuska Vil-
lage Committee during two 
stints and is familiar with the 
current buildings’ history and 
need for a new larger commu-
nity building and chapel which 
have several wear and tear 
maintenance issues from de-
cades of community usage.

“For this village, I think 
back to the little Wakon Iron, 
it was a schoolhouse here in 
town, it was the Indian Camp 
schoolhouse and so my dad’s 
generation went to school 
there and when the new build-
ing was built, I remember my 
grandparents as well as oth-
ers in our district bought that 
little schoolhouse and brought 
it over so it could be a central 
place for people to participate 
or to have funerals or dinners 
and I remember well – as well 
as others – never feeling like 
we were crammed in there but 
we were shoulder-to-shoulder 
sitting on benches ... It was 
the start of the modern era 
of community living and now 
we’ve evolved and now we’ve 
had the little Wakon Iron and 
the big Wakon Iron and those 
have now finished their days 
of being able to take care of 
us. And so, this is exciting, it’s 
appropriate, it puts a roof over 
our heads while we take care 
of those things, take care of 
our family members and have 
dances – something I miss is 
having those winter dances 
and a place to go. 

Revard, who serves as a 
Pawhuska District cook, said 
the Wakon Iron building feels 
like her second home. “I know 
as a cook, our chapel is quite 
small now, we’ve outgrown it 
... I feel like it’s really import-
ant that we address the ex-
pansion and growth as we go 
forward ... We put that piece of 
our culture in the constitution 

for a reason and there’s also 
a separation between culture 
and government and there’s 
a fine line and I respect that, 
and I understand it. I just 
want to ask my colleagues to 
please consider this appropria-
tion and support a new chapel 
for our district just as I would 
as a Congress person to sup-
port the needs of these other 
districts,” she said.

On the Wakon Iron commu-
nity building, Revard added 
the other districts have used 
the building as well and vice 
versa. “I’ve cooked many times 
in Hominy and a couple of 
times in Grayhorse and we use 
this building to meet the needs 
of all of our folks here and we 
use it for events. I’ve heard 
discussion and I’ve listened 
(to comments) ‘maybe the 
building is too big, it’s going to 
cause the amount to go up.’ I 
was also told you maybe want 
to leave that up to our villag-
es to decide how big they want 
their facilities. I feel like they 
know what the actual need is. I 
want my Congress members to 
know there were many meet-
ings held with the Pawhuska 
five-man board, a lot of the 
different cooks, a lot of the dif-
ferent community members. 
Because of COVID, it was hard 
to work around that, but they 
were very transparent in what 
they were doing ... They’ve 
invited Congress members to 
come look at the building ... We 
were sitting there at a funeral 
for one of my relatives while 
water dripped from the lights 
and there were three other 
Congress members there and 
we’re in need of a new build-
ing and I think all the other 
cooks from the other districts 
that have cooked there would 
agree and our other communi-
ty members,” Revard said.

Goodfox, who is a Hominy 

District cook, referred to recent 
social media comments stating 
the village buildings are min-
imally used once each year. 
“That’s not true, they’re not 
just used once a year for four 
days and anyone who thinks 
that or holds that belief just 
isn’t around to see the other 
times that they’re used. We 
use those buildings for funeral 
dinners, and yes, during June 
to feed our committees and 
our visitors, but they’re also 
used for our children for grad-
uation handgames and John-
son O’Malley events and many 
other things, first birthdays. 
My own child, I had his first 
birthday in the Hominy Vil-
lage at our community build-
ing ... I just don’t want anyone 
thinking these buildings are 
just there for June and that’s 
it ... We need a place to be able 
to take care of our people and 
that’s what this building is for.”

Maker said he supported 
the need for the buildings and 
knew the day would be coming 
for the structures. “Sometimes 
we have to go by our process 
how government works, gov-
ernment is an institution of 
rule and law and sometimes 
we have to slow down a little 
bit to make sure we have ev-
erything in order,” he said.

Lemon also expressed hap-
piness for the bill votes. “I’m 
glad we were able to overcome 
some hurdles that we had and 
I’m really looking forward to 
the finished product and to-
day’s a good day for our people 
in our Pawhuska District and 
I appreciate everyone coming 
together,” she said.

For more information on the 
ON Congress, filed legislation 
and to view a calendar of sched-
uled session and committee 
meetings, visit online: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch

wakOn IrOn 
–from Page 1
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SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

A building that was once closed and boarded up in downtown Pawhuska 
is under renovation and being turned into the Liberty Cafe, a café that 
was once in downtown 1920s Fairfax. 

Preparations begin for filming 
on Kihekah Ave in Pawhuska
Traffic to be one-
way, northbound 
until further notice 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Preparations have begun for 
filming in downtown Pawhus-
ka. Buildings along Kihekah 
Avenue are slowly transform-
ing into 1920s Fairfax for the 
upcoming film, “Killers of the 
Flower Moon.”

According to production 
staff, and working in conjunc-
tion with the Pawhuska City 
Council, traffic will be one-
way, northbound, on Kihekah 
Avenue between 6th and 8th 
streets beginning Monday, 
May 23. At a later date yet to 
be announced, the road will be 
closed to traffic.

Further instructions include:

• Curbside public parking 
on both the east and west 
sides of the street will also 
be closed between 6th and 
7th streets.

• Westbound traffic on 7th 
and 8th streets will not 
be permitted to turn left 
(southbound) on Kihekah.
Westbound traffic on 6th 
street is permitted to 
turn left (southbound) on 
Kihekah Ave.

• Southbound Kihekah 
traffic coming down the 
hill into town will be 
directed eastward at 8th 
street.

The film is an adaptation 
of David Grann’s bestselling 
book, “Killers of the Flower 
Moon: The Osage Murders and 
the Birth of the FBI.” The book 
details the true story of the 
systematic murders of Osage 
tribal members for their oil 
wealth in the 1920s. The story 
also chronicles the investiga-
tion of federal agents and the 
evil they discover lurking on 
the reservation.

Renovations to building in-
teriors and storefronts on Ki-
hekah Avenue are coming to 
fruition. Hometown Appliance, 
the Big Rain Gallery, and a 
number of other privately 
owned businesses are getting a 
facelift as they are turned into 
sets for filming.

“We will provide further de-
tails on full road closures as 
we get closer to our filming pe-
riod as well as any related per-
tinent information,” according 
to the email. “Thank you for 
your time, consideration and 
generous hospitality. We are 
excited to be using the City of 
Pawhuska as our filming loca-
tion and look forward to work-
ing with community members 
and visitors.”

Kansas couple donates historical recording
of Henry Pratt to the Osage Nation Museum
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Rick and Judy Wilkins, long-
time family friends of Assis-
tant Principal Chief Raymond 
Red Corn, donated a record 
to the Osage Nation Museum 
that is a recording of Osage 
leader Henry Pratt giving a 
speech in the Osage language. 

On Feb. 22, Red Corn in-
vited Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear, teachers 
from the Osage Language de-
partment and some of Pratt’s 
descendants to listen to the 
recording. One of those de-
scendants was his great-grand-
daughter Janis Carpenter. 

“I’ve heard the recording 
before. In fact, we do have a 
recording of that speech at the 
language [department] but we 
don’t have the actual record of 
that time,” Carpenter said.  

Red Corn said the donation 
was given in remembrance of 
his mother and father, Ray-
mond and Waltena Red Corn.

“Having this come to us to 
stay and to provide additional 
research, even if we have some 
of the material, the clarity of 
the recording itself is very ben-
eficial and I am personally in-
debted to Rick and Judy,” Red 
Corn said. “I think we all are 
for their donation.” 

Henry Pratt 
Henry Pratt was the son of 

Thunder Fear, or No^-pah-
watha (or No^-pah-walla), an 
Osage leader during the 1800s 
who was known for his ferocity 
in battle. His name was given 
to him because, like the thun-

der, he inspired fear in oth-
ers, according to John Joseph 
Mathews’ book, “The Osages.” 

According to the Osage Al-
lotting Commission of 1908, 
Pratt was born in 1865 on the 
Osage’s Kansas reservation. He 
was around six years old when 
the Osage walked to Oklaho-
ma in 1871. He was of the Sky 
Clan and the Claremore band 
and his father was their lead-
er. Pratt was named No^-pah-
watha II, Carpenter said.

“I feel like I just missed him 
because he died in December 
of 1949 and I was born in Jan-
uary of 1950, so I always felt 
like I had just missed him,” 
Carpenter said. “But I always 
heard about him, people were 
always talking about him. 
Grandpa Pratt did this or did 

that, said this or said that, 
so I always felt like I knew  
about him.”

When his family arrived in 
Indian Territory, they chose to 
settle east of the Twin Mounds, 
just northwest of Hominy near 
a spring with fresh water. It 
was an area Osages’ called 
“the second camp on the third 
buffalo trail,” Carpenter said. 

Boarding School
Pratt attended boarding 

school, but Carpenter doesn’t 
know which boarding school 
he attended. She believes he 
attended the Carlisle Indian 
Industrial School. 

Carlisle was the first gov-
ernment-run boarding school 
in the United States. It was 
founded by Civil War veter-
an Lt. Col. Richard Henry 
Pratt, who is infamous for the 
phrase, “Kill the Indian, Save 
the Man.” 

Carlisle, located in Penn-
sylvania, operated from 
1879-1918. The controversial 
school forced the children to 
stop speaking their languag-
es, practicing their religion, 
their customs, and cut their 
hair. While in operation, 186 
students lost their lives at  
the school. 

Another practice of the 
school was taking away a stu-
dent’s name and giving them 
an English name. Variations 
of the name Richard Henry 
Pratt, the school’s founder, can 
be found within many tribes 
throughout Indian Country.

While at the boarding school, 
No^-pa-watha II was given the 
English name of Henry Pratt. 
He most likely would have 
been between the ages of 14-20 
when he attended.

Deciding he didn’t like the 
school, he left on foot and trav-
eled home, Carpenter said. Ac-
cording to Google Maps, if he 
was traveling from Pennsylva-
nia on foot, it would have tak-
en him over two weeks to make 
the journey. As he got closer to 
home, he passed through the 
Ponca Tribe’s territory, which 
is just north of the Osage Na-
tion near the Kansas border. 
The Ponca saw that he had 
been on a long hard trip. They 
took him in and took care of 

him for several days, Carpen-
ter said. Once he was ready, 
he traveled the rest of the  
way home. 

Family and Career
Pratt married Josephine 

Chouteau and had four sons 
and six daughters, how-
ever three of those daugh-
ters died at birth. Of the 
surviving daughters the old-
est was Helen Pratt Matin,  
Carpenter’s grandmother. 

In Mathews’ “The Osages,” 
Pratt was considered a young 
man of character and standing 
in the community. In 1890, he 
became the Territorial Sheriff 
in the Claremore District and 
would have been in his early to 
mid 20’s. He was a large man, 
standing over 6 feet tall. 

He was also instrumental 
in establishing the Hominy 
Inlonshka and was the first 
Head Committeeman of the 
Zo^Zo-Li^ District, Carpen-
ter said. This is why his song 
has always been the first 
song on Sunday afternoon at  
Hominy Inlonshka. 

He had a Native American 
Church fireplace on his lands 
and was one of the last mem-
bers of the society of Little Old 
Men, the No^.ho^.zhi^. 

From 1928-1930, he served 
as Assistant Principal Chief of 
the Osage, he would have been 
around 63 years old. 

“I know he made sever-
al trips to Washington D.C. 
during different times and 
represented the Osages, I’ve 
got pictures of him with other 
Osages on his trips and he rep-

resented the Hominy Osages,” 
Carpenter said. “Whenever 
they had visitors, when they 
came to the community, he 
represented the Hominy peo-
ple. He was pretty well known, 
and he did a lot of things, he 
traveled to Washington and 
other places, so he had a lot go-
ing on during his life.” 

Toward the end of his life, he 
had several homes and land, in 
and around Hominy, she said. 
Some of his descendants still 
live on his original allotment. 
He died around the age of 84. 

Osage Nation Museum
In 1912, Ales Hrdlicka, the 

Smithsonian’s curator for 
physical anthropology, com-
missioned 10 busts of the Osage 
by Frank Micka, according to 
the Smithsonian Magazine. 
Micka traveled to Pawhuska 
and chose 10 individuals, in-
cluding Henry Pratt. He took 
photographs of them and cov-
ered his subjects’ faces, ears, 
necks, and upper chests with 
wet plaster to make casts for 
the molds. Pratt would have 
been around the age of 47. 

Once finished, the busts 
were displayed by the Smith-
sonian as part of a Native 
American culture exhibition in 
San Diego in 1915. 

In 2004, the Osage Nation 
Museum began acquiring rep-
licas of the busts and Henry 
Pratt’s bust was acquired in 
June 2009. The ONM displays 
the busts in the lobby of the 
museum, which is located in 
Pawhuska on the Osage Na-
tion campus.

Courtesy Photo

No^-pa-watha II, Henry Pratt, 
circa 1925. Pratt was full blood 
Osage and served as Assistant 
Principal Chief of the Osage from  
1928-1930.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

From left: OJ Littlecook, Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt, Janis Car-
penter, Vann Bighorse, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Assis-
tant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn listen to a historical recording of 
Osage leader Henry Pratt on Feb. 22.

Osage Congress passes minimum wage
increase bill for ON government employees
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Starting with the 2022 fis-
cal year, the minimum wage 
paid to Osage Nation employ-
ees will increase in four year-
ly phases with the goal of $15 
per hour by FY 2025.

The Seventh ON Congress 
voted 10-2 to pass ONCA 21-
26 on April 26 during the 
Hun-Kah Session authoriz-
ing the four-phase minimum 
wage increase. The Nation’s 
minimum wage for govern-
ment employees is currently 
$11.50 per hour and was last 
increased in 2011 when the 
Second ON Congress passed 
bill ONCA 11-27 authoriz-
ing the pay increase in two 
phases from the federal and 
Oklahoma state minimum 
wage level which still sits at 
$7.25 per hour.

Titled “Raise the Wage 
Act,” ONCA 21-26 was signed 
into law by Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear on 
April 28. The first employ-
ee minimum wage increase 
of $12.50 per hour starts on 
Oct. 1 when the 2022 fiscal 
year starts. According to the 
bill, the next minimum wage 
increases will also take effect:

• Starting Oct. 1, 2022, 
the minimum wage will 
increase to $13.75 per 
hour.

• Starting Oct. 1, 2023, 
increase to $14.25 per 
hour.

• Starting Oct. 1, 2024, 
increase to $15 per hour.

Potts said he filed the bill 
noting similar discussions on 
raising the federal minimum 
wage is also taking place at 
the national level. In his 
bill and committee discus-
sions, Potts noted the Pres-
ident Biden administration 
has proposed making livable 

wages a priority so people 
working 40 hours full-time 
per week can get out of the 
federal poverty income levels.

Before the bill vote, Con-
gresswoman Jodie Revard 

said she agrees with having 
an employee minimum wage 
increase, but said she is vot-
ing against the bill because 
she did not agree with the 
“stair-step (phase increase) 
and I’m also looking that we 
prioritize our expenses right 
now ... I thank Congressman 
Potts for filing this legisla-
tion so we could have really 
good discussion about it. I 
feel like there’s just further 
discussion to be had.”

Congressman RJ Walker 
said he supports the increase 
bill, “which is a reasonable 
increase, it’s been a long time 
coming and it doesn’t repre-
sent in my opinion an amount 
that the Nation can’t afford... 
I support this, I think we all 
should.”

Congresswoman Paula 
Stabler recalled earlier years 
in the current and former 
government’s history when 
the Nation had fewer depart-
ments and programs to oper-
ate. “I remember the boom 
came and gaming opened up 
and we started putting people 
to work and it was like rais-
ing the whole economy of this 
area ... I think we’ve made 
some tremendous strides in 
raising our people up ... I’m 
in favor of this bill because 
it does raise the standard 

See wage
—Continued  on Page 7

The Seventh 
ON Congress 
voted 10-2 to 

pass ONCA 21-
26…authorizing 
the four-phase 

minimum wage 
increase.
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Health board searching for new CEO 
and CMO for ON Health Services
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Health 
Services is in need of a new 
CEO and Chief Medical Of-
ficer after Dr. Ron Shaw re-
signed his post on April 16. 

Shaw will stay on un-
til June 11 to help with the 
transition. However, on 
Wednesday, it was report-
ed that Shaw was taken via 
ambulance to St. John Med-
ical Center in Tulsa from his 
home in Pawhuska. Shaw 
said he was kept two nights 
for observation and is now 
back home resting. He de-
clined to state what prompt-
ed his medical emergency. 

Cindra Shangreau, ON 
Health Authority Board 
president, said the board 
does not make personnel de-
cisions regarding the CEO 
and CMO and that the CEO 
and CMO report directly 
to Principal Chief Geoffrey  
Standing Bear. 

“The Health Authority 
Board, regretfully, was in-
formed of Dr. Ronald Shaw’s 
resignation by Chief Stand-
ing Bear on Friday 4/16/21. 
We are grateful for Dr. 
Shaw’s service to the Osage 
Nation as CEO/CMO of the 
WahZhaZhe Health Clinic 
since July 2014. The Board 
will work with Chief Stand-
ing Bear and the Executive 
office in recruitment of a new 
CEO,” she wrote in an email 
Wednesday. “An interim ad-
ministrator will be appoint-
ed by Executive prior to Dr. 
Shaw’s departure on 6/11/21. 
Dr. Shaw will continue to 
work with Clinic transition 
during the remainder of his 
tenure. The Board is thank-
ful to Dr. Shaw for his care of 
our Osage people and extends 
best wishes for his future.”

Treasury
ON Treasurer Jim Little-

ton submitted his resignation 
to Standing Bear on Tuesday 
and issued a statement to 
the Osage News via email on 

Wednesday evening: “My de-
parture from the Nation will 
allow me to devote more time 
to my family and my business 
interest.” Littleton’s last day 
is May 14.

News of Shaw and Little-
ton’s resignations shocked 
many within the community. 
While the two resignations 
don’t appear to be linked, 
problems within the Trea-
sury and the Wah-Zha-Zhe 
Health Center’s financials 
were alluded to in the Osage 
Nation Congress’ Health and 
Social Services Committee 
meeting on Thursday. 

Standing Bear, who has re-
mained silent on the two res-
ignations, told the committee 
that the health authority 
board has retained the ser-
vices of Albuquerque-based 
REDW, an accounting firm 
that is also auditing the Na-
tion’s financials. The firm 
will help with the clinic’s 
transition plan and reorga-
nization plan. Standing Bear 
said he met with clinic lead-
ers who were ready to move 
forward with the transition  
and reorganization. 

Shaw said in his resig-
nation letter that due to 
accounting problems from 
within the Treasury he 
was not able to perform  
his duties. 

Congressional Speaker 
Angela Pratt did not wel-
come the news of hiring the 
accounting firm. She said 

the health authority board 
were experts in their field 
and why would the Nation 
pay more money for experts 
when the board members  
were capable?

“I guess we can’t speak 
about all the concerns and 
the issues that are out there, 
necessarily in the open,” 
Pratt said. “I would say there 
are several reasons why 
there are some trust issues 
and concerns as to what the 
direction is moving forward 
(for the clinic) … because 
there were issues back then 
that weren’t being addressed 
by the board. They had the 
ability to address these is-
sues. We were hearing from 
employees, from patients, 
and they had every abili-
ty to do something about it  
but didn’t.

“There’s a lot to talk about, 
stay on top of, and a lot we 
should continue to ask. I 
think the whole nation was 
struggling within the trea-
sury department, so I get it, 
they’re not the only ones.”

Resignations
News of other resignations 

from employees within the 
Executive Branch and the 
WHC reached Osage News on 
Wednesday and Thursday. 
Within the past two weeks, 
the News has confirmed 10 
employees resigned their 
posts, including two depart-
ment directors.

Osage News File Photo

The Wah-Zha-Zhe Health Center, located on the Osage Nation cam-
pus in Pawhuska.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

A nurse administers a COVID-19 vaccine at the Hominy Community 
Building in the Hominy Indian Village.

WZZHC administers 6,700-plus 
COVID-19 vaccinations as of April 26
Benny Polacca
Osage News

As of late April, the Osage 
Nation Health Services 
Wah-Zha-Zhe Health Cen-
ter reports a total of 6,747 
COVID-19 vaccine shots ad-
ministered to the general 
public.

The WZZHC issued an 
April 26 vaccine update not-
ing the 6,747 shots were 
administered to 4,006 indi-
viduals who opted to receive 
the vaccine from clinic vac-
cine events or vaccination 
hours at the ON Civic Center 
in Pawhuska.

The update comes as the 
COVID-19 vaccines are now 
available to all individuals 
age 16 and older in the Unit-
ed States as of April 19. The 
revised and expanded vac-
cine eligibility guidelines 
also come as usage of the sin-
gle-dose Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine underwent a tempo-
rary pause in the US for fur-
ther investigation.

On April 13, health officials 
“recommended a ‘pause’ in 
use of the (Johnson & John-

son vaccine) to investigate 
reports of rare but potential-
ly dangerous blood clots,” the 
Associated Press reported. 

The AP also reported: “The 
federal government uncov-
ered 15 vaccine recipients 
who developed a highly un-
usual kind of blood clot out of 
nearly 8 million people given 
the J&J shot. All were wom-
en, most under age 50. Three 
died, and seven remain hos-
pitalized. After an 11-day 
pause, “federal health offi-
cials decided that J&J’s one-
and-done vaccine is critical 
to fight the pandemic — and 
that the small clot risk could 
be handled with warnings to 
help younger women decide if 
they should use that shot or 
an alternative,” according to 
the AP.

In the meantime, the 
WZZHC is offering the two-
shot Moderna vaccine to in-
dividuals age 18 and older 
as authorized by the FDA’s 
Emergency Use Authoriza-
tion. The clinic also receives 
limited supplies of the two-

WZZHC reduces COVID-19 vaccination days
Benny Polacca
Osage News

As of April 6, the Osage 
Nation Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center reduced its COVID-19 
vaccine availability by two 
weekdays.

The WZZHC said in a state-
ment it is focusing on return-
ing clinic services that were 
reduced and impacted due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
working on staff scheduling to 
make the service adjustments. 

WZZHC staff is now be avail-
able Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays to vaccinate all 
individuals – Osages, Native 
Americans and non-Natives – 
age 18-older at the Osage Na-
tion Civic Center in Pawhuska 
at 1449 W. Main Street. No 
appointment is needed for 
adults to receive the vaccine at 
the Civic Center, which will be 
open from 7:45 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Individuals will need to pro-

vide photo identification to re-
ceive the shot.

“Over the past year we have 
exclusively dedicated our staff, 
time and resources to primari-
ly combatting COVID-19,” the 
WZZHC said in announcing its 
April 5 vaccine update. “Our 
staff have been stretched thin 
for a long time now with some 
services being reduced/limit-
ed. ONHS knew at some point 
we must start slowly getting 
our clinic activity moving back 
to the comprehensive level it 
once was before COVID-19 
changed everything. How-
ever, we are still dedicated 
to getting people vaccinated 
thus the dedicated three full 
days to COVID-19 vaccina-
tion efforts – all day Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Nonetheless we also must get 
back to promoting screenings 
and other clinical/health ser-
vices efforts (chronic disease 
management, etc.) It’s a tough 

balancing act but we hope ev-
eryone understands and we 
hope everyone comes out to 
one of the three days dedicated 
to COVID-19 vaccines to get 
your second and/or first shot.”

For individuals given a 
Monday or Friday second vac-
cination date, the WZZHC 
notes: “You have a +\- four-
day window to get your second 
vaccine shot. If you were pre-
viously given a date that falls 
on a Monday or Friday please 
plan to get vaccinated on ei-
ther Tuesday, Wednesday or 
Thursday of that same week.”

As of April, the Pfizer Bi-
oNTech vaccine is the only 
two-dose shot available to in-
dividuals age 16 and older, per 
the Emergency Use Authori-
zation approved by the FDA 
in December 2020. The two-
dose Moderna and single-dose 
Johnson & Johnson shots are 
approved for use in individuals 
age 18 and older.

See resIgnatIOns
—Continued  on Page 14

See VaccInatIOns
—Continued  on Page 19

Osage News 

Dr. Ron Shaw (left) and Jim Littleton have resigned from their positions 
with the Osage Nation. Shaw served as the Wah-Zha-Zhe Health Center’s 
CEO and Chief Medical Officer, and Littleton served as the Nation’s Trea-
surer.

Wah-Zha-Zhe Health 
Center CEO and Osage 
Nation Treasurer resign
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

In less than a week, the 
Osage Nation Health Services 
CEO and the Nation’s Trea-
surer has resigned.

On Friday, Dr. Ron Shaw 
turned in his resignation let-
ter to Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear, thanking him 
for the “experience of a life-
time.” On Tuesday, Jim Little-
ton turned in his resignation 
letter to Standing Bear and 
said his time with the Nation 
had been a “memorable expe-
rience.”

Rumors abound within the 
community about why both 
resigned, but their resignation 
letters are not telling. Shaw 
hints at a dysfunctional finan-
cial climate he worked within.

“I have found that I can-
not reliably accomplish the 
task of supervising and being 
responsible for the financial 
performance of the Osage Na-
tion Health Services without 
proper accounting and pro-
curement support,” Shaw said 
in his resignation letter. “We 
have a financial officer who 
has yet to be enabled with ac-
cess to accounting software or 
to be enabled with the proper 
approval authority to expe-
dite financial transactions. We 
do not reliably receive proper 

reports and our COVID bud-
geting has not been discussed 
with us in sufficient detail.”

According to the ONHS 
Clinic Manager Kirk Shaw, 
who is no relation to Ron 
Shaw, he, Dr. Shaw and Sam-
uel Guild, the Clinic’s Finan-
cial Analyst, were responsible 
for the COVID budgeting and 
reporting for the clinic. He 
said ultimately the reports 
were included in the Trea-
surer’s monthly report to the 
Osage Nation Health Author-
ity Board, the board tasked 
with overseeing the clinic’s 
functions. The Osage News 
has requested the Treasurer’s 
monthly reports.

“We are responsible for 
spending and reporting and I 
cannot reliably be responsible 
for this without timely reports. 
I do not wish to be responsible 
for our financial performance 
without the proper supports 
and feel destined to fail,” Shaw 
wrote in his resignation letter. 
“There has been no response to 
my previous requests regard-
ing increased compensation 
for my specific performance 
and received a poor perfor-
mance evaluation last Septem-
ber and I must believe that my 
performance is sub-optimal. 

of living of our people to a  
living wage.”

The vote on ONCA 21-26 
came after several Congres-
sional committee discussions 
throughout the Hun-Kah 
Session on financial impacts 
the minimum wage increase 
could have and how many 
employees will be impacted 
by the increases. Congress-
woman Brandy Lemon pro-
posed an amendment to the 
bill to allow a one-time wage 
increase instead, but the 
amendment failed during the 
legislative process.

Before the vote, Lemon 
said she will be supporting 
ONCA 21-26 with the four-
phase increase and acknowl-
edged other comments made 
that if there are any future 
financial concerns for the 
Nation, then Congress can 
revisit the bill if needed. 
Lemon said she too supports 
living wages for employees, 
adding “I’ve been there, I’ve 
been on welfare and I’m not 
ashamed of it and I found a 
way to make it ... I’ve decid-
ed to support this legislation 
with fingers crossed and hope 
that we do come back if we 
need to ... And I hope that we 
don’t end up there.” 

ONCA 21-26 passed with 
“yes” votes from Potts and 
Congress members Lemon, 
John Maker, Pam Shaw, Sta-
bler, Joe Tillman, Walker, 
Scott BigHorse, Alice Good-
fox and Billy Keene. Revard 
and Congressional Speaker 
Angela Pratt voted against 
the bill.

For more information on 
the Legislative Branch, filed 
legislative bills/ resolutions, 
session and committee meet-
ings, visit: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-
we-are/legislative-branch

wage 
–from Page 6
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speakers 
–from Page 1
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The 7th Osage Nation Congress Committee List, as voted upon on April 27.

the Congress held its officer elections 
and formed its four select committees 
and five standing committees in accor-
dance with Congressional rules.

Pratt relinquished her chair and 
Congressional Clerk Shana Robedeaux 
presided over the Speaker election and 
asked Congress members for nomina-
tions.

Revard nominated Pratt for the 
Speaker position. Afterward, Congress-
man John Maker nominated Joe Till-
man. Robedeaux then asked if Pratt or 
Tillman wished to share statements on 
their interest in serving as Speaker.

Pratt said she is appreciative of the 
nomination and said she would appre-
ciate the opportunity to continue serv-
ing a second consecutive one-year term 
as Speaker. Pratt also served as Speak-
er in 2016 and 2017 and is serving her 
second Congressional term.

“I work a lot, I really care about this 
Congress and this government, I try 
my best to communicate with the Ex-
ecutive Branch. I’m available to the 
members of Congress, I work well with 
the staff,” Pratt told her colleagues. “I 
try to stay on top of everything that 
happens, and I understand the role of 
Speaker and what we do collectively. 
We are a body of 12. The Chief is the 
Chief, but the Congress is a body of 12. 
The Speaker’s role is to communicate 
and drive the Congress where we col-
lectively decide where we’re going to 
go and I try to involve myself in all I 
can and stay on top of all Congressional 
matters, but also throughout our com-
munity, throughout Indian Country ... 
Overall I would appreciate the support 
because I do put myself out there to 
work as hard as I can for our Congress 
and our people.”

Last year, Tillman was elected to his 
second Congressional term and served 
as Speaker 2019-2020 and as Second 
Speaker the prior year.

“It is a big job, it is a rewarding job, 
it’s something that you have a passion 
for,” Tillman said of the post, noting 
he was appreciative of the advice and 
words from previous Congress Speak-
ers. “You want to be fair; you want to 
be honest; you have to work with the 
Executive Branch, you don’t have to 
work for them, but you have to work 
with them. You don’t always have 
agreements with them. It was a place 
I was pretty much every day and inter-
acted with the staff and went through 
some very difficult times during the 
COVID (pandemic) process. We were 
the first Congress to meet remotely, it 
was a huge challenge, but we made it 
through ... It’s an honor, it’s a privilege, 
let the chips fall where they may and I 
appreciate the consideration.”  

Robedeaux then asked Assistant 
Clerk Kaitlin Garcia to conduct “yes/ 
no” roll call votes on Pratt and Tillman.

Pratt won the election with nine 
“yes” votes from herself, Pam Shaw, 
Paula Stabler, RJ Walker, Scott Big-
Horse, Alice Goodfox, Billy Keene, 
Brandy Lemon and Revard.

Tillman received “yes” votes from Eli 
Potts and John Maker.

Pratt then resumed the Speaker’s 
post and asked for nominations for  
Second Speaker.

Shaw nominated Revard for Second 
Speaker. No other nominations were 
made, and Pratt then asked for a mo-
tion for nominations to cease, which 
received a unanimous vote. Pratt then 
declared that Revard is confirmed as 
Second Speaker by acclamation.

Revard won her first Congressio-
nal election in June 2020. She pre-
viously served as Deputy Director of 
Operations in the Executive Branch 
and served on the 31st Osage Tribal 
Council under the former government. 
As Second Speaker, Revard will serve 
as Chief Administrative Officer of the 
Congressional Office to manage day-
to-day operations of the office and staff 
and she will serve as Chair of the Con-
gressional Affairs Committee, per Con-
gressional Rules.

For the remainder of the session, 
the Congress members formed its Con-
gressional committees. The select and 
standing committees are responsible 
for hearing government budgets and 
issues pertaining to the programs, de-
partments, businesses, entities and 
branches of the Nation. Each commit-
tee holds its own meetings and reports 
back to the whole of Congress.

Select Committees

• Appropriations: Revard (Chair), 
Stabler, Shaw, Walker, Keene, 
Tillman

• Membership: Maker (Chair), 
Goodfox, Walker

• Congressional Affairs: Revard 
(Chair), Lemon, Shaw, Keene, 
Pratt

• Rules, Ethics and Engrossment: 
Goodfox (Chair), BigHorse, Keene

Standing Committees

• Commerce, Gaming and Land: 
Shaw (Chair), Pratt (Vice Chair), 
Stabler (Appropriations Committee 
representative), Lemon, Revard 
and Keene

• Education: Goodfox (Chair), 
Tillman (Vice Chair), Walker 
(Appropriations representative), 
Pratt, Potts, Lemon

• Culture: BigHorse (Chair), Maker 
(Vice Chair), Shaw (Appropriations 
representative), Stabler, Revard, 
Keene

• Government Operations: 
Walker (Chair), Goodfox (Vice 
Chair), Keene (Appropriations 
representative), Revard, BigHorse, 
Shaw

• Health and Social Services: Stabler 
(Chair), Lemon (Vice Chair), 
Tillman (Appropriations), Walker, 
BigHorse, Pratt.

For more information, visit the Con-
gress/Legislative Branch website at: 
https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-
we-are/legislative-branch 

Osage Minerals Council seeks
input from community on a TERA
Kennedy Sepulvado
Osage News

The Osage Minerals Council will be 
making rounds through the community 
to meet with headright holders to dis-
cuss the implementation of a Tribal En-
ergy Resource Agreement. The decision 
was made during an April 21 meeting. 

First approved in 2005, a TERA be-
tween a tribe and the Department of 
Interior allows a tribe to review, ap-
prove and manage leases, business 
agreements and rights of way for ener-
gy development on tribal land without 
having to go through the Secretary of 
Interior every step of the way. 

Councilwoman Margo Gray made a 
motion to hold meetings and online we-
binars during May to answer questions 
the community has about a TERA. 

“We are going to be holding a meet-
ing in the next few weeks. We are look-
ing at dates to discuss specifically this 
[TERA] and a path of where we are go-
ing in the next 13 months,” Gray said. 
“We want to hear from you, and we 

want to go out to each of our communi-
ties and discuss this. That way you are 
able to talk face to face with us and we 
could get the feedback.” 

Council members agreed they want 
to hear from the community. However, 
some members expressed concern with 
meeting with shareholders too early in 
the TERA process. 

Councilman Paul Revard said, “I 
think Councilwoman [Marsha] Har-
lan said this from the very get go, this 
needs to be run by them. We need to 
share what we talk about and what 
we’re doing with them and I agree with 
that, but I think having a meeting with 
them this early on, I know it’s been a 
couple years, but we are so far away 
from having a TERA that we can all 
agree on.” 

Councilman Talee Redcorn pushed 
for the meeting with headright owners. 
He argued the minerals council has 
gone as far as they can go putting to-
gether all the elements. 

Formerly endangered species causes 
an insect size headache for OMC
Kennedy Sepulvado
Osage News 

An endangered species has bugged 
the Osage Minerals Council for some 
time now. 

A sigh of relief came as the Ameri-
can Burying Beetle (ABB) was removed 
from the endangered species list and 
no longer disrupted production on the 
Osage Mineral Estate. However, the in-
sect size headache is back for the OMC 
as the Center for Biological Diversity 
filed a lawsuit challenging the downlist-
ing of the once-endangered beetle. 

In September 2020, former Presi-
dent Trump’s administration and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USF-
WS) downlisted the American Burying 
Beetle under the Endangered Species 
Act, from endangered to threatened. 

The American Burying Beetle was 
added to the endangered species list 
in 1989 as the beetle was only known 
to exist in two states, Oklahoma and 
Rhode Island. Now, the beetle is con-
firmed to have populations in eight 
states: Oklahoma, Rhode Island, Kan-
sas, Arkansas, South Dakota, Nebras-
ka, Missouri, and Massachusetts. 

However, in a March press release, 
the Center for Biological Diversity 
(CBD) disagreed with the downlisting 
of the American burying beetles. The 
CBD stated the downlisting was imme-
diately opposed by leading American 
burying beetle biologists. 

CBD staff attorney Kristine Akland 
said, “Although the Fish and Wildlife 
Service found additional populations of 
the beetle following its listing in 1989, 
the Service previously determined that 
the beetle should remain listed as en-
dangered even with the discovery of 
these additional populations because 
the threats that led to the listing in the 

first place still remain and are actually 
increasing.” 

The CBD also blames “massively ex-
panding” oil and gas development and 
climate change for the continued de-
cline of the ABB. 

“The Trump administration didn’t 
strip this beautiful orange-and-black 
beetle of protection because it was re-
covered, but as a gift to the oil and gas 
industry,” Akland said. “Far from hav-
ing recovered, the American burying 
beetle is even more endangered than it 
was when it was first protected in 1989.” 

Principle Engineer Fred Storer along 
with Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear, Osage Minerals Council, and 
Osage Producers Association sent a 
response disagreeing with the CBD’s 
statements, saying in part, “none of 
the areas where the ABB is known to 
exist can oil and gas be characterized 
as ‘massively expanding.’”

The press release said, “In Osage 
County Oklahoma oil and gas is in 
retreat. Osage County (1.47 million 

Courtesy Photo/U S  Fish and Wildlife

The American Burying Beetle is recogniz-
able by its orange colorings.
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Standing tall through Osage roots
Actress and musician 
uses her lineage as her 
inspiration. Savannah 
Welch will star as 
Barbara Gordon in 
Season 3 of the HBO 
Max hit “Titans”

Natasha Lovato
Osage News

Savannah Welch’s attitude 
can be summed up by the 
threading on the back of her 
jean jacket which reads, “Leg 
Schmeg,” because not even an 
amputated leg can slow her 
down. The 36-year-old actress, 
musician, writer, doula, moth-
er, disability advocate and 
Osage Nation member uses 
her lineage to help inspire 
strength no matter what life 
throws her way.

Welch feels strongly that 
her ancestry is what guides 
her down the many paths she’s 
taken and perhaps why she 
keeps her plate so full. 

“I always knew my family 
was proud of our lineage and 
I always felt the large pres-
ence we Revards had at the 
Inlonshka dances,” Welch 
said. “But the magnitude of 
Franklin and Romanzy, my 
great-great-grandparents, the 
badassery and influence on 
Osage history— is something I 
may never fully comprehend.” 

Welch shared the history of 
her great-great-grandfather 
Franklin N. Revard who was 
one of the last frontier mar-
shals, whose job was to nab the 
outlaws of the then wild west. 

Welch also treasures the sto-
ries of her grandmother who 
died long before Welch was 
born because of heart failure.

“Everyone lovingly recounts 
a strong, kind and beautiful 
woman who was also very fun 
and carried the family knack 
for knowing how to have a good 
time,” Welch said. Welch likes 
to think she carries all the in-
credible charisma and aspira-
tions of her family before her, 
which is incredibly apparent 
if you’ve ever seen her on the 
screen or heard her cool bluesy 
voice echo through a crowded 
concert hall.

Welch is known for her act-

ing roles in “Boyhood,” “Tree 
of Life,” the History Channel’s 
show “Six,” and she was cast 
in the third season of the HBO 
Max show “Titans” as Barbara 
Gordon, which will premiere 
this summer on July 15. 

When it comes to her career 
in music, it was inevitable for 
a girl growing up in Music 
City. Nashville submerged her 
in the country music industry 
and evolved into a musical 
flare of her own. Welch ex-
plained that the most influen-
tial musicians to her have been 

her acclaimed father, Kevin 
Welch, and prodigious older 
brother Dustin Welch. She co-
wrote several songs that were 
cut on other artists’ records 
and eventually she became one 
of the founding members of 
the Texas and Tennessee col-
laborative girl group, The Tr-
ishas. When Welch looked into 
her future, she liked the idea 
of walking other life paths. 
She had no idea the path she 
ended up on would change her  
future drastically.

In 2016 while at the farmers 
market with her father and 
her 4-year-old son Charlie, a 
vehicle accelerated, hit her, 
and pinned her leg against a 
van. Welch was flown by he-
licopter to Brackenridge Hos-
pital in Austin. It was later 
determined that her leg need-
ed to be amputated. 

Welch took only a short 
amount of time to grieve over 
the loss of her limb and the 
impact it would surely have on 
her life. It didn’t take long for 
her to seek new opportunities 
and use the ambition gifted by 
her ancestors to stand tall and 
move forward.

“I have a very vivid memory 
of being in the hospital, maybe 
three days after the accident, 
talking to my agent on the 
phone. She reassured me that 
she would support my decision 
to stop acting if I came to that. 

I honestly hadn’t considered it 
yet, but the answer was very 
clear. That part of me, that 
passion, wasn’t cut off,” Welch 
said. “We made jokes about 
pirate movies, but I had no 
illusions about the ways this 
would affect the roles I would 
be offered and especially those 
I wouldn’t be offered now.”

Welch had no illusions that 
in showbiz, physicality is a 
huge part of the gig and looked 
at this accident as a chance 
to expand her horizons aside 
from acting. “In reality, there 
are loads of roles that I’ll never 
be able pull off now, but my fo-
cus and gratitude are directed 
toward those that I would nev-
er have had the opportunity to 
embrace before,” she said. 

She trained to become a 
doula which she defined as 
somebody who provides emo-
tional and physical support 
to the mother in labor and to 
her partner as well. “If I can’t 
support women in labor, what 
are some other ways that I 
can support families and this 
next generation that doesn’t 
require such an able body?” 
Welch said. 

Today, Welch is busy wrap-
ping up filming for Titans, en-
joying spare time with her son 
Charlie, soaking up every mo-
ment of living and embracing 
her disability without letting it 
define her. 

Courtesy Photos

Savannah Welch (middle) with her son Charlie at the Pawhuska Inlonshka.

Welch has “Leg Schmeg” embroidered on her jean jacket. 
Welch’s leg had to be amputated after a vehicle struck her, pinning  
her leg. 

Welch and her son Charlie don’t let 
her amputation hinder their op-
portunities or outlook on life.

Construction continues on 
the sets of the upcoming 
Martin Scorsese film, “Killers 
of the Flower Moon.” Princi-
pal photography has begun 
on the film and homes in 
Grayhorse and on the Osage 
Nation Ranch are being used 
as sets. Cars from the 1920s 
can be seen driving around 
Pawhuska as filming draws 
near.

Additional photos show film 
trailers on location west of 
Bartlesville as scenes are 
filmed for the movie. Accord-
ing to sources, hundreds of 
extras were on set April 27 as 
an Osage funeral scene was 
filmed. 

All photos by
CODY HAMMER/

Osage News
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Son Wi Sellers shares her journey of having
hemiplegia cerebral palsy with area students
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

For the fifth year in a row, 
Son Wi Sellers has shared her 
story with local area students 
about her journey with hemi-
plegia cerebral palsy. 

On March 9, a class full of 
7th grade Pawhuska Junior 
High students listened to Son 
Wi share her life experienc-
es. Son Wi began visiting the 
school after English teach-
er Jodi Culver invited her to 
speak to her class after she 
assigned the book, “Out of My 
Mind,” by Sharon M. Draper 
for her students. The story is 
about an 11-year-old girl who 
has cerebral palsy and the bat-
tles she has to overcome. 

Son Wi, who is now 11 years 
old and in the 4th grade at 
Pawhuska Elementary, was 
born three-and-a-half months 
premature. Doctors told 
her parents she had a 50/50 
chance of making it, but when 
she survived, that’s when her 

medical journey began. Her 
mother, Amy Dwerlkotte, and 
her father, Osage actor Larry 
Sellers, have been by her side.

Hemiplegia cerebral palsy 
occurs in infants and children 
and is a type of cerebral pal-
sy that results from damage 
to the part (hemisphere) of 
the brain that controls muscle 
movements. The term hemiple-
gia means that the paralysis is 
on one vertical half of the body.

“So far for me, it’s been com-
ing along good,” she told the 
class. 

She’s had numerous surger-
ies over the course of her short 
life, but a surgery in May 2020 
was a game changer. At Shri-
ner’s Hospital for Children in 
Shreveport, La., surgeons op-
erated on her ankles, her feet 
(which they overcorrected her 
left foot and she now wears a 
bar along her left leg to help 
turn her foot outward), length-
ened her groin, lengthened her 
left hamstring, and fixed her 
kneecaps. She casually told 
the students, “they put hard-
ware in my right hip, and took 
it out from my left.” 

Culver remarked to the 
class that Son Wi has come a 
long way, from using a wheel-
chair to make her first visit 
five years ago, to a walker, 
then a walking stick. Now, she 
is walking on her own, which 
she demonstrated proudly to 
the class as she rose from her 
chair, walked between the stu-
dents and then sat back down. 
“Yep, I’ve come a long way.”

As far as her therapies, she 
spelled it out for the kids. On 
Tuesdays, she sees a physi-
cal therapist, an occupational 
therapist and then she goes 
horseback riding for Hip-
potherapy, which is a treat-
ment strategy utilizing equine 
movement for physical and 
occupational therapy. Wednes-
day is more physical therapy 
and Friday is virtual physical 
therapy. 

She said she likes to play 
video games and her Ninten-
do Switch, and she likes to go 
on Disney Cruises. They had 
a Disney cruise scheduled in 
January, but they didn’t get to 

go because of the pandemic, to 
which Son Wi gave a thumbs 
down to the class. 

She told the class she travels 
to the Children’s Hospital in 
Oklahoma City for outpatient 
treatments every four to six 
months for Botox injections in 
her hands and legs, which help 
to keep her muscles loose and 
prevents them from cramping. 

After her surgery in May 
2020, her mother Amy post-
ed this on her personal  
Facebook page.

“My daughter’s strength is 

that she falls down I bet close 
to 50 times a day or more, most-
ly without warning, trips over 
things, struggles to use her left 
hand, walks differently, strug-
gles to fit in, struggles to play 
with the other kids with activi-
ties most kids wanna play,” she 
said. “And she does it without 
complaining! She doesn’t feel 
sorry for herself, she doesn’t 
let ‘I can’t’ keep her from ‘I  
wanna try!’”

Dwerlkotte said her daugh-
ter is the bravest and stron-
gest person she knows.

Son Wi Sellers stands up and walks on her own for the 7th grade class at 
Pawhuska Junior High on March 9. Something she couldn’t do the year 
before.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Son Wi Sellers spoke to the 7th 
grade class at Pawhuska Junior 
High about her journey with hemi-
plegia cerebral palsy on March 9.

Son Wi Sellers answers questions at the Pawhuska Junior High about 
hemiplegia cerebral palsy on March 9.

Son Wi Sellers writes her name on the dry erase board before she speaks 
to the 7th grade class at the Pawhuska Junior High on her journey with 
hemiplegia cerebral palsy on March 9.

Daposka Ahnkodapi
students begin six-week

horse program
Daposka Ahnkodapi, the Osage Nation’s ele-

mentary school, began its six-week horse program 
at Stormwalker Ranch on April 27, 2021. The pro-
gram will foster love and respect for animals, which 
is part of the school’s curriculum. The students will 
learn how to groom and care for the horses before 
they learn how to ride. Horse culture was once a 
huge part of an Osage’s everyday way of life. After 
generations of loss of land, poverty, and cultural 
erasure, Daposka Ahnkodapi hopes to bring back 
the horse culture through their students. 

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News
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The Making of

Killers of the 
Flower Moon

Workers constructed a train station facade April 24 around an 
abandoned building that will serve as the train station in the upcom-
ing Martin Scorsese film, “Killers of the Flower Moon.” 

Workers laid down the strip of train track in March and early April. 
The train station is presumably modeled after the train station that 
was located in 1920s Fairfax, where most of the events take place 
in David Grann’s bestselling book, “Killers of the Flower Moon: The 
Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI.”

According to the Oklahoma Historical Society website, in 1903, 
“the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway built a line from Kaw 
City to Ralston through the Osage Reservation, bypassing the Osage 
Indian village of Gray Horse.” 

City of Fairfax officials persuaded railroad planners to construct 
a Santa Fe Railway Depot in Fairfax. However, over time the rise 
of car traffic, pipelines to carry oil instead of the rail car, the Great 
Depression, and competing railroad companies, most train stations 
were abandoned in Oklahoma by 1940. Grain was transported from 
Fairfax until the tracks were taken out in the 1980s.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

CODY HAMMER/Osage News CODY HAMMER/Osage News

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The restoration and construction 
of sets in downtown Pawhuska for 
the upcoming Martin Scorsese film, 
“Killers of the Flower Moon,” is mov-
ing quickly. Filming is set to begin 
in May and the transformation of 
Kihekah Avenue into downtown 
1920s Fairfax is underway. 

As buildings are being stripped of 
years of add-ons and storefront 
covers, the old glass fronts are be-
ing exposed. The Osage News office 
and ON Election office will have 
facades placed in front of their 
storefronts. The News office will 
be open for business during film-
ing; patrons can enter through the  
back entrance. 

Hometown Appliance has been en-
tirely cleaned out. The low tiled ceil-
ing has been removed to reveal a 
beautiful high ceiling with tin tiles. 
A new coat of paint and other work 
is ongoing. 

The Big Rain Gallery was cleared out 
as well as crews renovate the interi-
or. Other structures along Kihekah 
were taken down, revealing fallen 
brick, debris and overgrown lots. 

All Photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News
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Osage Days
Celebration

Photos courtesy of the Office of the Chiefs

The Independence Historical Museum and Art 
Center held an Osage Days celebration in In-
dependence, Kans., April 10-11. Osage Nation 
officials, educators and culture keepers were 
asked to present to the community. 
Mayor Ysusi presented the City of Indepen-
dence Osage Days Proclamation to Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear on April 10. 
Standing Bear said other speakers from the 
city extended their sincere apologies to the 
Osage for the events which led to the Osage 
leaving Kansas in 1872.

Osage Ballet to perform at The 
Mansion in Branson, Mo., Aug. 6-7 
Anna Jefferson
Dance Maker Academy 

The Wahzhazhe ballet will 
perform at The Mansion The-
ater in Branson, Mo., Aug. 6-7. 
Tickets are currently on sale 
at themansiontheater.com or 
osageballet.com.

In some instances, a well-
kept secret such as a favor-
ite business or a historic site, 
which is known only to the local 
populace, might be considered a 
good thing. It solely belongs to 
its community. But in the case 
of Wahzhazhe, an Osage Bal-
let, established in Pawhuska a 
decade ago, everyone needs to 
know about it. It is a unique ex-
perience of art, education and 
preservation of history. The 
Osage Nation’s history.

Osage Ballet choreographer, 
Jenna LaViolette, invited Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear to say a few words to the 
children that have been cast 
in this years’ ballet. He said, 
“The dance education you are 
receiving is a great opportuni-
ty. Your minds are going to be 
better because you are learn-
ing to appreciate music, you 
are memorizing choreography, 
and you are strengthening 
your bodies which will lead to 
a healthier life. You are tal-
ented but you need a teacher 
to guide and encourage you to 
grow. You would miss that if 

you didn’t have it because it is 
difficult to motivate yourself. 
You have done a wonderful 
job. I look forward to seeing 
you dance and we continue to 
support you.”

LaViolette stated, “Chief 
StandingBear has great vision 
for our Osage children and has 
gone out of his way to support 
the arts for them and all Osag-
es. He was a member of the first 
committee formed to support 
the ballet in 2011 and was on 
the original committee involved 
in making the decision to open 
Dance Maker Academy in 2014. 
He understands the importance 
of the arts for our children and 
feels that artists are fundamen-
tal to our cultural heritage and 
their work is often a crucial 
part of community life.”

When Standing Bear 
spoke to the children of the 
Wahzhazhe cast he said, “It 
takes a lot of courage to per-
form on stage like you have 
done. You have prepared for 
this and we support you!”

In an interview with Ran-

dy Tinker-Smith (Osage/
Cherokee), the director of 
Wahzhazhe ballet, she talked 
about the legacy of ballet in 
the Osage culture. It is a sur-
prise to some that in the small, 
rural community of Pawhus-
ka, a classical ballet was cre-
ated. Tinker-Smith did her 
research so the information 
about the Osages’ history was 
accurate. She was respectful 
to the Osages, in that way, as 
well as consulting with tribal 
Elders about what could be 
used. She too was reverent to 
the memories of Osage balleri-
nas, Maria and Marjorie Tall-
chief, who left the Osages with 
this rich artistic gift.

Wahzhazhe ballet is an out-
reach that presents the Na-
tion’s history from pre-contact 
to the present day. Choreo-
graphed by LaViolette, the 
original music was written by 
composers Lou Brock and Dr. 
Joseph Rivers, and arranged 
by Dr. Rivers. Alexandra Ponca 
Stock designed and painted the 
backdrops and Osage fine art-
ists Wendy Ponca and the late 
Terry Wann designed the danc-
ers’ apparel. After the inter-
view, Tinker-Smith showed off 
the outfits on clothing racks in 

the lobby. Through the dances, 
music and clothes, the audience 
gets a real sense of emotions 
the Osage people experienced. 

Osage dance clothing is col-
orful and unique to the indi-
vidual. These types of outfits 
were on one end of the clothes 
rack. On the opposite end were 
jackets made of heavy materi-
al, brown and plain. Dresses 
for the girls were white and 
sterile. It was heartbreaking 
to realize that small children 
were forced to leave the world 
of their people for a new, for-
eign life. But that is what art 
can reveal. Wahzhazhe ballet 
is beautiful, real and moving.

The company has traveled 
to a variety of cities to per-
form, including the National 
Museum of the American In-
dian in Washington, D.C. In 
2015, they were the only Na-
tive American performance on 
the day stage at the Festival 
of Families for the Papal vis-
it. Attendance at that festival 
was half a million people and 
the Pope was present and 
waved to them. 

The ballet has been spon-
sored by the Osage Nation 
Foundation and Osage Ca-
sinos for every performance 
since 2012. “We are thankful 
for the support of these Osage 
organizations and this year 
the Osage Foundation has do-
nated funds for us to do a pro-
fessional video of the ballet,” 
said Tinker Smith.

To learn more about 
Wahzhazhe ballet and the 
upcoming performances in 
August, find Osage Ballet on 
Facebook or check out their 
websites, osageballet.com or 
dancemaker.net. To learn more 
about The Mansion Theater or 
to request tickets, please visit 
their website at www.theman-
siontheater.com.

All Photos CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Dancers from Dance Maker Academy stand with Randy Tinker Smith 
(left), and Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Jenna LaViolette 
(right). 

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear speaks to the dancers of Dance 
Maker Academy.

Dancers from Dance Maker Academy listen to Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear make remarks.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Construction and renovations begin on what will be a replica of the 
1920s Catholic Church in Fairfax, Okla., for the upcoming Martin 
Scorsese-directed film, “Killers of the Flower Moon.” The building is a for-
mer Nazarene church that has stood vacant for many years. 
The film is based on David Grann’s bestselling book of the same name 
and the main heroine, an Osage woman named Mollie Burkhart, is a 
devoted Catholic. In 1925, following the deaths of her three sisters and 
mother, Mollie wrote a letter to her priest claiming that her life was in 
danger. She claims she’s not dying from diabetes, but from poison. 
The Osages relationship with the Catholic Church stems back to 1844. 
The Osage were heavily influenced by the French in the 1800s. When 
they were forced to move to their reservation in Kansas, they rebuked 
missionaries and instead asked for “Black gowns” or “Black Robes,” 
Catholic priests. 
Catholicism had similarities to traditional Osage religion. The priests 
were a class of men who were like the class of Little Old Men, who 
served as Osage priests in their traditional religion. Catholics prayed 
to the “great mysteries” and the Osage’s word “Wakanda” translates to 
“The Great Mystery.” 
For more on the Osage and Catholicism, visit http://osagenews.org/
en/article/2018/04/23/participants-end-osage-heritage-sites-vis-
it-osage-mission/?fbclid=IwAR2JUkfuc8jKfa7-bUmjpp4u-1ooyH4_QH-
5flbt8LVZnDKnjyp_qOIBjHtw 
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Examining Osage kinship through the Osage language
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News

In one of the recent Northern Cal-
ifornia Osage language classes, Wa-
konze Celena Noear spent time talking 
about clans and her family, names 
carried down in Wah Zha Zhe ie, pride 
and affection in her voice. In his Ed-
mond class, Wakonze Mogri Lookout 
told a story about a family vacation in 
Wyoming with his Dad and Smokey 
and two Crow guys they spoke to. We 
shared the joy of that day long ago.

Two best-selling Cherokee authors 
have published prize-winning novels 
focused on family. Osages have history 
with our Cherokee neighbors. Before 
the Trail of Tears, there were stories 
of migration and displacement, war-
fare and intense conflict. Today, we’re 
neighbors in northeastern Oklahoma. 
Many of us have mixed Osage, Chero-
kee blood. 

While the tenor of each novel is dif-
ferent, Osage readers can find a fa-
miliar landscape in Brandon Hobson’s 
The Removed (Ecco, 2021) and Kelli 
Jo Ford’s Crooked Hallelujah (Grove 
Press, 2020). Each novel is narrated by 
multiple characters’ points of view. 

Both novels consider traumatic 
events in the present and in past gen-
erations. While each story reflects both 
the devotion and struggle within fami-
lies, it’s the focus on healing, resilience 
and ultimately redemption that make 
them remarkable. The affirmation that 
in difficult and essential ways, family 
gets us through.

In February 2021, Brandon Hobson 
released The Removed, a novel that con-
siders the legacy of the Trail of Tears 
and ongoing violence against Native 
people interwoven with the promise of 
healing. The novel moves beyond a re-
cital of the history of the Trail of Tears 
to a more encompassing embodiment of 
its impact, to ongoing racism and echoes 
of the spirit world in Cherokee mythol-
ogy. It’s an incredible work that ranges 

from an exploitative developer of video 
games, to a methamphetamine addict 
struggling to accept his family’s help, 
to Wyatt, a luminous foster child whose 
presence brings healing and light to an 
elderly couple struggling with the hus-
band’s Alzheimer’s. Like Maria Echo-
ta in the novel, Hobson and his own 
mother have worked in social services. 
His experience with the child welfare 
system also informed his award-win-
ning 2018 novel, Where The Dead  
Sit Talking.

As a writer, reading Brandon Hob-
son’s novel The Removed was the de-
light of watching a virtuoso. As the 
story unfolded in unexpected ways, I 
marveled at how imaginative he was, 
how far he carried themes and charac-
ters and how right it seemed. 

Crooked Hallelujah is Kelli Jo Ford’s 
debut novel in stories released in 2020. 
Ford considers three generations of 
Cherokee family and the matriarchs 
who hold them together. It’s inspired 
by Ford’s own experience living in a 
four-generational household. 

The story is set in the Cherokee Na-
tion in a family belonging to a very con-
servative Holiness church and focuses 

on women and the choices they make. 
Justine makes a life for herself and her 
daughter moving between Texas and 
her childhood home in the Cookson 
Hills. 

Stories reflect the intimacy between 
grandmothers and grandchildren, as 
Justine’s daughter, Reney, climbs into 
bed to sleep with her grandmother, and 
later when she climbs into bed in the 
afternoon to read with her stepfather’s 
mother. Ford told NPR shortly after 
the book came out that “when I was lit-
tle, I slept with my great-grandmother 
a whole lot. We just had these genera-
tional bonds.” 

One of the delights of reading 
Crooked Hallelujah is finding a ref-
erence to Hominy. Ford used her own 
great-grandmother’s journal for inspi-
ration. In characterization that says 
everything about values, concerned 
about her grandson “who never could 
stay out of trouble,” Annie Mae writes 
that she should have sent him to live in 
Hominy with her sister. “Celia married 
an Indian like she should. A big Osage 
who spoke his language and went to 
college.” 

As much as Osages need family 
and our cultural homes in Pawhus-
ka, Hominy or Grayhorse, many of us 
live at some distance. Ford, who left 
home after high school, acknowledg-
es the cost of living away. She told 
NPR “there’s this tension of wanting 
to leave and wanting to live in literal 
different landscapes and wanting to 
live in cities and still wanting to be 
close to your family. And it’s not easy. 
You know, it doesn’t get easier as you  
get older.”  

Both novels offer the deep plea-
sure of seeing your culture and values 
examined, of reading someone who 
knows your community. I’m grateful 
for these books that honor families 
by conveying the complexity and joy 
they contain, grateful to see people, 
landscapes, and values I recognize on  
the page.

Ruby Hansen Murray

FIelds 
–from Page 1

where he spent his formative school-
age years. 

Fields’s art and activism has provid-
ed him with opportunities to travel the 
world and engage with diverse cultur-
al communities, which he credits for 
much of his growth and success. One 
of the most impactful experiences hap-
pened in 2001 during his first year of 
college at the Boston Institute of Art 
when he was selected to serve as a 
United States ambassador to represent 
American Indian Art at the Asia-Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation (APEC) Con-
ference in Borneo, Malaysia. 

“I got to meet all of these artists who 
were quite young, but older than me. 
They were already making amazing 
work,” remembers Fields. “I saw on a 
global scale what artists were doing 
and the dialogue they were having, 
and that shifted my perception of what 
I wanted to do.” 

In his early twenties, Fields began to 
grow jaded to what the contemporary 
art world was offering at that time, spe-
cifically the significant lack of Native 
art. This restlessness led to him putting 
down the paint brush and stepping into 
the East Coast graffiti art culture. 

“Graffiti is very confrontational,” he 
said. “This was me rebelling against 
the western idea of fine art. It was me 
finding another new voice and new 
style and rejecting everything I had 
just learned (in college).” 

The legal precarity of graffiti prompt-
ed Fields to step away from the prac-
tice, but almost twenty years later the 
ability to work large-scale and use full 
body motion are skills he continues to 
utilize when creating large murals in 
front of an audience: “It’s almost cho-
reographed, like you’re putting on a 
performance.”

After Boston, Fields moved to New 
York City where he worked as a bike 
messenger and immersed himself in 
exploring the NYC art world and par-
ticipating in group shows. From there, 
he had a short stint in Seattle before 
returning to Oklahoma. Although trav-
eling remains vital to his growth, cul-
tural connection has continuously kept 
Fields grounded: “I’d always come back 
home for the dances and that’s what 
made me feel whole again.” In 2016, 
Fields joined the Standing Rock Sioux 
Tribe and their supporters to protest 
the Dakota Access Pipeline. This ex-
perience was a major event in his life 
and significantly shifted the content of 
his artwork and how he perceives his 
responsibility not only as an artist, but 
as an activist.  

“My dad was at Alcatraz and we had 
family friends at Wounded Knee, so 
I’ve always known about Native Amer-
ican occupations and the politics of the 
United States,” said Fields. “There 
was an opportunity to go, not just as a 
spectator, but to be a believer for who 
we are as a people and to fight for our 
rights just like my ancestors did. It was 
very powerful.” 

The opportunities and experienc-
es Fields has had both at home and 
abroad has instilled a deep sense of 
community connection and wanting to 
give back. 

“I think I’ve only really seen that in 
the last five years - I’m at an age now 
that it’s my turn to do that,” he said. 
“In your twenties you’re still relying on 
mentors and older artists, but then you 
get to a point that you say ‘Oh, I’m that 
artist now.’ It’s in my nature to give 
back and I’m happy that it’s there. Any 
young artist, especially Native artists, 
as long as they’re doing it right - right 
meaning challenging the perception of 
the work and working with their com-
munity - I want to help because I’ve 
been fortunate to get where I am today 
through the help of others.” 

Through the Tulsa Artist Fellowship, 
Fields received a grant in partnership 
with his mother Anita Fields to create 
a community engagement project ti-
tled “War Club.” The project is a series 
of conversations focusing on Oklaho-
ma Indigenous activism from the late 
1960s to present day. The series, set to 
begin in May 2021, highlights stories 
of individuals who have made signifi-
cant contributions to the social justice 
landscape and the role art has played 
in their efforts. 

“As a Native, we are political just 
by being alive and existing,” he said. 
“I’m an artist, I’m an image mak-
er and thinker. I want my work to be 
with dialogue to make you think about 
things. Maybe we can find a solution 
through these works. I’m not for sure, 
but it’s worth trying, and we have to do  
it together.”

Fields is represented by the Garth 
Greenen Gallery (NYC), Rain Mak-
er Gallery (Bristol, UK) and Joseph 
Gierek Fine Art (Tulsa, OK). You can 
find out more about his work at yati-
kafields.com and by following him on 
Instagram (@yatikafields). 

CARES funds address pandemic induced food insecurity
Jessica Brent
Osage News

Over a year into the COVID-19 
pandemic, the rippling effects have 
been far reaching, extending well be-
yond virus-related illnesses and fa-
talities. Even individuals who have 
avoided infection have likely experi-
enced second-order effects such as job 
loss, academic interruptions, social 
isolation, supply chain disruptions, 
and increases in domestic violence. 
For the Osage Nation, food insecurity 
was an early effect of the pandemic. 

“Our food security problems were 
bad before COVID and the pandem-
ic’s second-order effects immediate-
ly made this situation worse,” said 
James Weigant, COVID Task Force 
Coordinator for the Osage Nation. 

Closures and slowdowns in the food 
supply chain across the country were 
felt acutely in food deserts like the 
Osage Reservation. Osage Nation’s 
early childhood and elder nutrition 
programs were unable to source meat 
protein in the early months of the 
pandemic as prices spiraled upward. 
Though the Nation had existing farm 
and ranch resources, the abrupt dis-
ruption led tribal leaders to assess 
the missing links in the local food 
supply chain. 

Weigant described having great 
herds of cattle and bison, but no place 
to process them or get them ready for 
market; and having fertile river bot-
tom farmland but lacking the infra-
structure to produce year round.  

“If we could fill in the missing links 
of the food supply chain, we would 
have our own insulated network that 

is protected from COVID outbreaks 
and business closures in other parts 
of the country,” Weigant said.

According to Federal Register guid-
ance, the 2020 Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act called on state, territorial, local, 
or Tribal governments “to respond 
directly to the emergency, such as by 
addressing medical or public health 
needs, as well as expenditures in-
curred to respond to second-order ef-
fects of the emergency.”

As head of the COVID Task Force 
assigned to administer the $28.6 mil-
lion in federal funds allocated to the 
Osage Nation, Weigant said their 
first priority was to directly combat 
the pandemic. Millions of dollars were 
set aside for the Wahzhazhe Health 
Center, Tribal Works, and Emergen-
cy Management to prepare for and 
respond to COVID-19. Close to $13 
million in CARES and tribal funds 
were paid directly to Osages nation-
wide.

Beyond the direct response to the 
virus, the Task Force identified food 

security as an important second-order 
effect to address. 

CARES-funded projects included 
greenhouses, aquaponics and produce 
processing facilities at the Harvest 
Land, formerly known as Bird Creek 
Farms. On the Osage Nation Ranch, 
wells were dug, feedlot facilities were 
developed, fencing was built, and 
hundreds of cattle and bison were 
purchased to be used as direct inputs 
for the new meat processing facility, 
another CARES funded project.

Galen Crum, Board Chairman 
of Osage Nation Ranch, said the 
CARES-funded improvements helped 
change the role of the ranch. 

“The infrastructure brought us 
the ability to directly affect Osage 
nutrition,” Crum said. “Previously, 
we were part of the nationwide food 
chain. Now we are part of the Osage 
food chain.”

Jann Hayman, Director of the 
Osage Nation Department of Natu-
ral Resources, said they are currently 
working with the early childhood and 
elder nutrition programs to under-
stand their needs for meat protein. 
CARES-funded cattle are slated to 
be processed and supplied to these 
programs that originally suffered the 
meat shortage. 

Already, the meat processing facil-
ity has had an impact on local ranch-
ers who have struggled to find a place 
to process their livestock. 

“We’re able to get people in now,” 
Hayman said. “At this moment, that’s 
the biggest contribution we’re making 
to the local people.”

Osage News File Photo

Smoke from singeing fur rises as employ-
ees brand cattle at the Osage Nation Ranch 
on April 29, 2019. 
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Osage Nation Ranch nominated for conservation award
Jessica Brent
Osage News

The Osage Nation Ranch has been 
nominated for Conservationist of the 
Year, an award issued through the 
state’s Natural Resource and Conser-
vation Service. 

NRCS is a U.S. Department of Agri-
culture service, offering both financial 
and technical assistance to farmers 
and ranchers. At ONR April 15 board 
meeting, local NRCS representatives 
Dean Collyar and Cody Parker were in 
attendance to discuss the Conservation 
Plan for the ranch. It was at the meet-
ing that Collyar notified the Board of 
Directors that he had personally nomi-
nated the Osage Nation Ranch for con-
sideration. 

The Conservationist of the Year 
award goes to “that (agricultural) pro-
ducer who embodies the spirit of local-

ly-led natural resource conservation to 
the fullest extent of his or her ability.” 

According to the nomination sub-
mitted, the Ranch has worked hand in 
hand with NRCS staff to implement 
recommendations from the Conser-
vation Plan. Water quality, invasive 
species spraying, grazing management 
and prescribed burning are among the 
conservation approaches included in 
the ranch’s plan. 

The board of directors for the Ranch 
includes Galen Crum, Hank Hainzing-
er and Ladd Oldfield.

The Osage Nation Ranch is a limited 
liability company wholly owned by the 
Nation. The 43,000-acre ranch, pur-
chased for $74 million from media mo-
gul Ted Turner in 2016, includes 3,000 
acres for a bison preserve. 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The Osage Nation Ranch is 43,000 acres with 
a 3,000 acre bison preserve, located west of 
Pawhuska. 
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his racial prejudice toward  
the Osage.

Bryan Burkhart was the 
last person to be seen with 
Anna Brown and was even-
tually implicated in her mur-
der. The younger brother of 
Ernest, Bryan was often in 
trouble with his uncle Wil-
liam “Bill” Hale (portrayed 
by Robert De Niro) and is 
described as having an un-
settling, steely countenance 
who lacked the good looks of 
his older brother.

Means, Abbott Jr., Healy 
and Shepherd join previ-
ously announced stars in-
cluding William Belleau as 
Henry Roan; Louis Cancelmi 
as Kelsie Morrison; Jason 
Isbell as Bill Smith; Sturgill 
Simpson as Henry Gram-
mer; DiCaprio as Ernest 
Burkhart; De Niro as Wil-
liam “Bill” Hale; Plemons as 
Tom White; Lily Gladstone 
as Mollie Burkhart; Tantoo 
Cardinal as ‘Lizzie Q’ (Mol-
lie’s mother); and Cara Jade 
Myers, JaNae Collins and 
Jillian Dion as Mollie’s sis-
ters, ‘Anna,’ ‘Reta’ and ‘Min-
nie.’ 

Scorsese produces and 
directs “Killers of the Flow-
er Moon” for Apple Studios 
from a screenplay written by 
Eric Roth. Producing along-
side Scorsese are Imperative 
Entertainment’s Dan Fried-
kin and Bradley Thomas and 
Appian Way Productions.

Actors
Tatanka Means is an 

award-winning actor and 
stand-up comedian from 
Chinle, Ariz. He represents 
the Navajo, Oglala Lakota 
and Omaha Nations. His 
most recent credits include 
starring alongside Mark 
Ruffalo in HBO’s limited 
series “I Know This Much 
is True,” directed by Derek 
Cianfrance. Means performs 
stand-up comedy through-
out the U.S. and Canada. 
He travels Indian Country 
spreading laughter and mes-
sages of motivation to all 
ages. Means entertains audi-
ences everywhere from casi-
nos and schools, conferences 
and colleges, to prisons and 
rehab centers. The National 
Indian Gaming Association 
recently honored Means by 
naming him the Entertainer 
of the Year. He currently re-
sides in Albuquerque, N.M., 
with his wife and children.  
Means is the son of Gloria 
Grant and the iconic Amer-
ican Indian activist and ac-
tor, Russell Means.    

Michael Abbott Jr. can 
most recently be seen as the 
co-star in Bryan Bertino’s 

horror thriller “The Dark 
and The Wicked.” Previous-
ly, Abbott starred in the A24 
dark-comedy Sundance hit 
“The Death of Dick Long,” di-
rected by Daniel Scheinert. 
In television, Abbott most 
recently appeared as Issac 
in the Season 6 premiere of 
AMC’s “Fear The Walking 
Dead.” An ensemble mem-
ber of John Houseman’s 
Tony-honored Acting Com-
pany, Abbott most recently 
appeared on stage in a sold-
out extended run of the new 
play “Hurricane Party” at 
the Cherry Lane Theatre in 
NYC.

Pat Healy is a film and 
television actor best known 
for leading roles in “Great 
World of Sound,” “Compli-
ance,” “The Innkeepers” and 
“Cheap Thrills.” More recent 
film appearances include 
“Bad Education,” “Velvet 
Buzzsaw,” “The Post” and 
“Captain America.” Healy 
has appeared on television 
in recurring roles in “Them: 
Covenant,” “Station 19,” 
“In Treatment” and “NYPD 
Blue.” Born and raised in 
Chicago, Healy began his 
career with the Steppenwolf 
Theater. He is the author 
of two screenplays that are 
on Hollywood’s prestigious 
blacklist of respected unpro-
duced scripts. In 2017, he di-
rected his first feature film,  
“Take Me.”

Scott Shepherd is a film, 
theater and television actor 
known for appearances in 
the features “Bridge of Spies” 
and “Jason Bourne,” as well 
as the HBO-TV series, “The 
Young Pope.” Shepherd be-
gan his career off-Broadway 
with The Wooster Group in 
“The Town Hall Affair.” He 
also appeared with the El-
evator Repair Company in 
the play “Gatz” at the Public 
Theater as well as in sever-
al of the Repair Company’s 
other productions including, 
“No Great Society” and “To-
tal Fictional Lie.” Shepherd’s 
other film credits include 
“First Cow,” “X-Men: Dark 
Phoenix,” and “El Camino: A 
Breaking Bad Movie.” Tele-
vision appearances include 
HBO’s “True Detective” and 
“Wormwood” for Netflix.

actOrs 
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about him was passed down,” 
Gray said. “Unfortunately, his-
tory has relied upon the FBI 
investigation to get a sense of 
who he was. It’s clear he was 
caught up in something he had 
little control over, just like the 
rest of the tribe. At this point, 
we can only hope for the best.”

Scorsese produces and di-
rects “Killers of the Flower 
Moon” for Apple Studios from 
a screenplay by Eric Roth. 
Producing alongside Scors-
ese are Imperative Enter-
tainment’s Dan Friedkin and 
Bradley Thomas and Appian  
Way Productions.

Actors
William Belleau was born in 

Williams Lake, British Colum-
bia on Alkali Lake, a small res-
ervation also known to First 
Nations Secwepemc as “Eske-
temc.” He and his family later 
moved to Edmonton Alberta 
where he grew up. Belleau’s 
taste for acting first developed 
when he answered a call for 
volunteers at Sxoximic School 
(Alkali Lake) for participa-
tion in school plays. In 2006, 
after attending a talent com-
petition in Orlando, Fla., he 
received a partial scholarship 
to attend the New York Con-
servatory for Dramatic Arts. 
Among Belleau’s notable roles 
are “Blackway,” starring An-
thony Hopkins; “The Twilight 
Saga: Eclipse,” “The Killing,” 
Netflix’s “Frontier,” “Van Hel-
sing,” “Arctic Air,” Amazon’s 
“The Man in the High Castle,” 

“Loudermilk,” “Supergirl” and 
“Blood Quantum.”

The American stage and 
screen actor Louis Cancelmi 
is best known for appearances 
in “Boardwalk Empire,” “Blue 
Bloods” and Martin Scorsese’s 
“The Irishman.” Cancelmi’s 
“Irishman” performance won 
him high praise and national 
attention. He’ll soon be seen 
in, “The Eyes of Tammy Faye,” 
with Jessica Chastain and An-
drew Garfield. Louis Cancelmi 
is a frequent performer with 
New York’s Public Theater and 
has appeared with the compa-
ny in “Coriolanus,” “Troilus 
and Cressida,” “The Tempest” 
and many other productions. 
His film credits include “The 
Amazing Spiderman 2,” and 
“First Person Singular.” TV 
appearances include “Law & 
Order,” “The Looming Tow-
er,” “The Blacklist,” “Billions,” 
“Elementary” and many oth-
ers. He has appeared on stage 
on Broadway, off-Broadway 
and in London’s West End. 
Cancelmi was born in Pitts-
burgh, Penn., and attended  
Yale University.

Jason Isbell has established 
himself as one of the most re-
spected and celebrated song-
writers of his generation. The 
North Alabama native pos-
sesses a penchant for identi-
fying and articulating some 
of the deepest, yet simplest, 
human emotions, and turn-
ing them into beautiful poetry 
through song. Isbell sings of 
the everyday human condi-
tion with thoughtful, heartfelt, 
and sometimes brutal honesty. 
Isbell broke through in 2013 
with the release of “South-
eastern.” His next two albums, 

“Something More Than Free” 
(2015) and “The Nashville 
Sound” (2017), won Grammy 
Awards for Best Americana 
Album & Best American Roots 
Song. Isbell’s song “Maybe It’s 
Time” was featured in the 2019 
reboot of “A Star Is Born.” His 
latest full-length, “Reunions” 
(2020), is a critically acclaimed 
collection of ten new songs 
that showcases an artist at 
the height of his powers and 
a band fully charged with cre-
ativity and confidence.

Sturgill Simpson was re-
cently seen in Melina Matsou-
kas’s film “Queen and Slim” 
for Universal Pictures and 
Makeready, and Jim Jarmus-
ch’s “The Dead Don’t Die,” for 
which he wrote and performed 
the theme song. Simpson made 
his acting debut in the CBS All 
Access series “$1” from Jason 
Mosberg and Craig Zobel. In 
October of 2020, Simpson re-
leased his first bluegrass proj-
ect, Cuttin’ Grass Vol. 1–The 
Butcher Shoppe Sessions. The 
album was conceived while 
he was recovering at home 
after being hospitalized with 
Coronavirus and saw him re-
imagining songs from across 
his catalogue backed by some 
of Nashville’s finest acoustic 
virtuosos. He released Cut-
tin’ Grass Vol. 2 –The Cowboy 
Arms Sessions in December 
2020, featuring “Hobo Car-
toon” co-written with Mer-
le Haggard. Simpson has 
performed on The Late Show 
with Stephen Colbert, The 
Tonight Show Starring Jim-
my Fallon, Late Night with 
Seth Meyers and Saturday  
Night Live.

resIgnatIOns 
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Best that I depart and allow 
someone else come in and do a 
better job.”

Shaw’s contract requires 
two months’ notice before 
his departure. His last day 
of work is June 11. However, 
on Wednesday morning Shaw 
was rushed to St. John Medical 
Center in Tulsa via ambulance 
from his home in Pawhuska. 
As of 3 p.m., Shaw was still at 
St. John’s in the ER, according 
to sources close to his family.

Littleton did not respond to 
requests for comment about 
his resignation. His last day 
is May 14. According to his 
two-sentence resignation let-
ter, he wrote, “My time here at 
the Nation has been a memo-
rable experience and I hope 
that the Nation will move for-
ward and the transition will  
be painless.”

Standing Bear did not re-
spond to requests for comment 
on Shaw and Littleton’s resig-
nations. The ON Health Au-

thority Board did not respond 
to requests for comment on 
Shaw’s resignation.

 
Past service

Shaw received his under-
graduate degree from Dart-
mouth College, his medical 
degree from the University of 
Washington School of Medi-
cine and his residency training 
at the University of Oklaho-
ma Health Sciences Center. 
Shaw is from the Grayhorse 
District and the father of for-
mer Grayhorse Drumkeeper 
Blaine Shaw. He was elected 
to the Osage Nation Congress 
in 2014 and was instrumen-
tal in the passage of bills and 
laws pertaining to ON health 
programs, including the cre-
ation of the Wah-Zha-Zhe 
Health Center. He resigned 
his office on Congress to be-
come the health center’s chief 
executive officer/chief medical 
officer. Shaw also served on 
the Health Advisory/Authority 
boards and is a former Osage 
News health columnist. He 
also served as president of the 

Association of American Indi-
an Physicians. Shaw is also 
the former medical director for 
the Citizen Potawatomi, where 
he practiced internal medicine.

Littleton was appointed 
by Standing Bear and unani-
mously confirmed by the Sixth 
Osage Nation Congress in 
2019 to serve as Treasurer. 
He succeeded former Treasur-
er Samuel Alexander. A sea-
soned accountant, he stepped 
away from his own accounting 
firm (Littleton, Ruef & Asso-
ciates PC) to assume the full-
time duties. Littleton, who 
has Osage children including 
former Pawhuska District 
Drumkeeper Matthew Little-
ton, said at the time of his con-
firmation that he grew up with 
the tribe’s presence and has 
participated in several cultur-
al activities where he met and 
worked with several Osages 
and their families.
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Wahzhazhe

Quail Deluxe
With four quail, you can serve two people a very delicious 

meal. Just clean the quail as you prepare a turkey to bake (with-
out opening up the back). Place in cold water to chill and prepare 
stuffing which is made from six slices of toasted bread, one can 
of oysters, salt and pepper to taste, add hot water to make the 
dressing as thick as you prefer. After stuffing the birds, bake in 
an uncovered pan 1½ hours at 350 degrees. 

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

MAY
May 8

Gray Horse War Mothers
Annual Soldier Dance

May 15-16
Dance Maker Academy
Spring Performance
Constantine Theatre
Purchase tickets at: 
https://www.dancemaker.
net/spring-performance-
tickets 

May 22
Hominy JOM Powwow
Curt Dobbins Memorial 
Field
Hominy, OK
3 p.m. - 9 p.m.

May 18, 23, 28
Daposka Ahnkodapi
Open House
(918) 287-9772

May 31
Memorial Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

JUNE
June 3-6

Grayhorse Inlonshka

June 17-20
Hominy Inlonshka

June 24-27
Pawhuska Inlonshka

JULY
July 2 & 5

Independence Day Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

AUGUST
August 6-7

Wahzhazhe: An Osage 
Ballet
Mansion Theater
Branson, MO
To purchase tickets 
online, visit www.
themansiontheater.com or 
www.osageballet.com

SEPTEMBER
September 6

Labor Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

OCTOBER
October 11

Osage Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

NOVEMBER
November 11

Veterans Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

November 25 & 26

Thanksgiving Holiday

Osage Nation Offices 

Closed

December

December 23 & 24

Christmas Holiday

Osage Nation Offices 

Closed

December 31

New Year’s Eve

Osage Nation Offices 

Closed

• • •

Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon  Shaw 

Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhus-

ka, OK 74056; email sshaw@

osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax 

to (918) 287-5563. Make sure 

to include event date, loca-

tion, email and web address 

(if applicable) and a phone 

number where someone can 

be contacted for validation, 

if necessary. Deadline for 

each subsequent issue of the 

Osage News is the 18th of ev-

ery month.

Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Graduating from the Still-

water High School Class of 
2021 is Kalei Goodfox. Kalei, 
Cle-Ah-To-Me, is from the 
Grayhorse District and is also 
Pawnee from the Chaui and 
Skidi Bands. She is the daugh-
ter of Jeff and Alyssa Goodfox, 
big sister to Lulu and Nettie 
Maye, granddaughter of Rus-
sell Cannon and Sidonie Step-
son Cannon and Larry and 
Gaye Goodfox. She is an active 
participant in the Inlonshka 
dances in June and has helped 
the cooks with many Gray-
horse Committee dinners. 
Kalei has been active in the 
Native American Student As-
sociation, serving as President 
and Vice President, Marching 

Band, Cross Country, Stillwa-
ter Makes a Change, Young 
Democrats and the Beta Club 
during her high school career.  
Kalei will be attending Fort 
Lewis College in the fall.

Congratulations!
Jozelyn Brace is the 2021 

Salutatorian of Pawhuska 
High School. Her accomplish-
ments include Cheer Captain, 
National Honor Society, Okla-
homa Honor Society, and the 
Oklahoma Indian Student 
Honor Society.  Her parents 
are Josh and Stacey Brace, 
her brother is JJ Brace, all of 
Pawhuska, OK. She has been 
accepted to Oklahoma State 
University and the OSU Hon-
ors College and will be at-
tending in the Fall to study 
Elementary Education. Her 
family is very proud of her and 
wishes her much success.

Kalei Goodfox

Jozelyn Brace

Gray Horse War Mothers
Annual Soldier Dance
Saturday, May 8, 2021

The Gray Horse War Mothers invite you to the annual Osage Soldier Dance, a tradi-
tion of songs and dances to pay tribute to all who have served in the armed forces of the 
United States. The Osage people believe that veterans should be continually honored 
and respected for their sacrifices. We would be grateful to have you join the Gray Horse 
War Mothers to pay homage to those who are serving now and those who have served 
their country in the past. We look forward to seeing you and your family. 

Head Staff
  Honoree  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Russell Cannon
  Head Singer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Scott George
  Head Man  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Eddie Yellowfish
  Head Lady  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jennifer Moses
  Master of Ceremonies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nick Williams
  Arena Director   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Thomas Goodeagle

Flag Raising, 1:30 p.m.
This year’s dance is dedicated to our recently deceased Mothers:

Paula Cedar Barclay and Mildred Bear Lundsford

For more information, please contact Mary Elsberry
(918) 396-3314 or mcelsberry@hotmail.com

Due to COVID considerations, masks and social distancing are required. You may want to bring snacks and drinks 
because no refreshments will be available. The program will end following the afernoon session.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Elizabeth Maker, a senior at Cleveland 

High School, for being selected as a 2021 Oklahoma Native All 
State athlete for her achievements in Cross Country. 

Maker will compete on the Oklahoma Native All State Girls 
Cross Country team in their annual games on Saturday, June 
12 in Okmulgee.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Faith Watts and Keitan Bell on their selec-

tion to the 2021 Oklahoma Native All State Softball team. 
Watts pitches for Woodland High School and Bell catches for 

Pryor High School. Both girls will compete in the annual Oklaho-
ma Native All State games on Saturday, June 12 in Okmulgee.
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Osage artist to be part
of IAIA Senior Exhibition

Co-curated by Joseph Maldona-
do (Ottawa/Chippewa) and Ethan 
Swearengin (Cherokee Nation), the 
2020/2021 IAIA Senior Exhibition, set 
for April 23 through October 10, 2021, 
highlights artwork that reflects the di-
verse backgrounds of this year’s grad-
uating BFA students. The juried show 
presents the bold and unique voices of 
emerging artists that share common 
concerns – such as issues of cultur-
al and gender identity, and discrimi-
nation. Some works refer to artists’s 
personal experiences and their rela-
tionship to the natural world. Others 
experiment with materials and forms 
and explore tribal designs and abstrac-
tions. Created in a variety of media, 
the works are grounded in ideas of cul-
tural, social, and historical import.

Among the artists are Nicholas Be-
gay (Diné); Leandra Chimal (Mescalero 
Apache) DeAnna Autumn Leaf Suazo 
(Taos Pueblo/Navajo); Jaycee Custer 
(Diné); Daniel Forest (non-affiliated 
Métis); Marissa Irizarry (Fort Peck 
Dakota/Taíno); Bryson Meyers (Chip-
pewa-Cree); Jacob Olascoaga (Tlingit); 
Jen Tiger (Osage); Beau Tsa-toke (Ki-
owa); Krista Vanderblomen (Prairie 
Band Potawatomi); and Angelo Wil-
liams (Salt River Pima/Maricopa).

Courtesy Photo

Jen Tiger

Courtesy Photo

Art by Osage artist, Jen Tiger.

citizens to assist in their efforts to 
portray the story with authenticity  
and honesty.

“In recent meetings with Oklahoma 
Senators and House of Representa-
tive members, I made the point of how 
much their support for the movie in-
dustry has made a difference. This is 
a very strong, lucrative business that 
directly benefits many Oklahomans, 
including the Sovereign Nations. It 
promotes financial opportunities and 
cultural recognition for all,” Standing 
Bear said in the release. “The funding 
from the State of Oklahoma along with 
the efforts of the Osage Nation have 
proven to be a big draw for this film 
in particular. We are now seeing the 
fruits of all of our efforts to bring this 
great movie production here and now!”

The OF + MO partnered with Apple 
Studios to fill hundreds of production 
jobs for the project, and curate a crew 
development program with a mission 
to provide basic, industry-standard 
training and on-the-job experience to 
further expand the local workforce in 
Oklahoma’s film industry. To date, doz-
ens of production assistants have been 
hired, participating in mentor sessions 
with the crew, including Osage tribal 
members, according to the release.

While in Oklahoma, the production 
will spend millions with local busi-
nesses through hotel room bookings, 
construction materials, equipment 
rentals, catering, and much more, ac-
cording to the release.

For more information about 
Oklahoma’s infrastructure, work-
force and resources, please visit  
okfilmmusic.org. 

FIlmIng 
–from Page 1

acres) is a 100 year plus oil and gas 
resource, major oil companies left gen-
erations ago. Drilling is via 50-year-old 
technology, vertical to about 3,000 feet. 
Operators are small, in many cases, in-
dividual proprietorships. Well sites are 
about one-acre, old well sites for pur-
poses of the ABB habitat are gradually 
but continuously reclaimed by nature 
resulting in no net measurable impact. 

About 12,000 highly fragmented acres, 
including lease roads, are used for oil 
and gas in Osage County.” 

Osage County welcomed the down-
listing of the American burying beetle 
because the USFWS policies were “un-
reasonable” and “did nothing to benefit 
the ABB,” said the press release. The 
case filed by the CBD is to bring back 
the origin restrictions. 

“We are not in concert with that,” 
said Chairman Everett Waller. “We 
just have to have some relief.” 

Beetle 
–from Page 8



osagenews.org May 2021 17Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
the Osage Nation go to www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/oppor-
tunities/job-listings/appli-
cation-form. Applicants are 
welcome to attach a resume 
and/or cover letter in ad-
dition. Please note that all 
applicants tentatively se-
lected for employment with 
the Osage Nation will be 
required to submit to a uri-
nalysis to screen for illegal 
drug use. Employment will 
be contingent upon drug test 
results. OSAGE / VETERAN 
/ INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verifica-
tion of preference must be 
included with application. 
For questions please contact 
Taryn Crawford, Osage Na-
tion Employee Recruitment 
Specialist at (918) 287-5445 
or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

PRT Monitor – Pawhuska, reg-
ular full time. The PRT Mon-
itor provides supervision and 
guidance to residents of the 
treatment program during the 
evening/night hours. Must be 
available for weekends and hol-
idays as needed. Must be able 
to identify and work with the 
American Indian community at 
large and relate to their needs 
under our program activities.

PRT Monitor – Pawhuska, reg-
ular part time. The PRT Mon-
itor provides supervision and 
guidance to residents of the 
treatment program during the 
evening/night hours. Must be 
available for weekends and hol-
idays as needed. Must be able 
to identify and work with the 
American Indian community at 
large and relate to their needs 
under our program activities.

Trial Court Criminal Clerk/
Administrative Assistant – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Trial Court Criminal Clerk/
Administrative Assistant is re-
sponsible for executing all tasks 
required to process criminal, 
traffic and juvenile delinquent 
cases from initial filing through 
final disposition, as well as, pro-
viding administrative support 
to the Court Administrator and 
Judicial Branch team. This posi-
tion performs a variety of tasks 
requiring extensive knowledge 
of statutes, court rules, court 
operations, court procedures, 
administrative operations and 
administrative procedures.

Cleaning Crew – Hominy, reg-
ular full time. Adhere to the 
established cleaning standards 
and procedures to maintain the 
cleaning requirements for the 
meat processing facility.

Licensed Practical Nurse – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Practical Nurse is to provide 
non-professional nursing care to 
mildly acute and chronically ill 
patients in an ambulatory care 
setting and to assist with rou-
tine health maintenance care. 
Patients may include medical, 
surgical, pediatrics and obstet-
rics. The Practical Nurse follows 
established, specific guidelines 
such as facility policies, physi-
cian’s orders, nursing policies 
and procedures, current nursing 
professional standards, memo-
randa and standing orders. The 
employee may vary the order 
and sequence of assigned proce-
dures based on the patient’s con-
dition and previous instruction. 

Patient Registration – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. This posi-
tion provides Patient reception 
and administrative support to 
the business office and all other 
areas in the clinic.

Administrative & Licensing As-
sistant – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. The Commission Adminis-
trative and Licensing Assistant 
is responsible for performing all 
front-office administrative du-
ties that are key to the success-
ful operation of the Commission 
office. Primary responsibilities 
include greeting visitors, an-
swering phone calls, and serving 
as a communication conduit be-
tween the public and other office 
staff. Excellent customer service 
is required at all times. Also, li-
censing duties are assigned by 
the Licensing Department Man-
ager as needed.

Counseling Center Director – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Director provides lead-
ership, vision, and strategic 
direction for all staff and pro-
grams administered under the 
Counseling Department. The 
Director manages the delivery 
of behavioral health, alcohol/
substance abuse, and preventa-

tive services in a superior manor 
that is in line with all applicable 
laws and regulations.

Certification/Issuance Clerk – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
Provides support and assistance 
to eligible applicants/partici-
pants by performing nutrition 
activities related to nutritional 
risk factors, including select-
ing and providing basic and/or 
customized supplemental food 
packages to participants while 
providing individualized nutri-
tion education based on the as-
sessment of health and nutrition 
information obtained. In addi-
tion, performs applicant/partici-
pant eligibility and certification; 
provide explanation of the Wom-
en, Infants and Children (WIC) 
program, its benefits, and basic 
nutrition education to partici-
pants; and enters and retrieves 
participation information in an 
automated information system.

Teacher Assistant Immersion 
– Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Teachers Assistant will be 
responsible for fostering the 
intellectual and social develop-
ment of children from 6 weeks 
to 5 years old. The Teachers As-
sistant will be required to work 
with children between the ages 
of 6 weeks – 5 developing profi-
ciency and literacy in communi-
cation with the Osage language, 
while teaching core skills and 
objectives to mastery as pre-
scribed by national standards. 
Additionally, students cultivate 
understanding and appreciation 
of Osage culture, inspiring self- 
esteem and strengthening atti-
tudes among students and their 
community. 

UIC Field Inspector – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. Conducts 
field inspection and investiga-
tion activities and water, soil, 
and well testing to monitor 
compliance with Osage Nation 
requirements, in response to 
citizen complaints, and in sup-
port of the environmental as-
sessment work conducted on the 
Osage Reservation. Monitors 
specific field operation proce-
dures, witnesses and performs 
field tests, and compiles collect-
ed and field-tested data for anal-
ysis.

Accountant – Pawhuska, reg-
ular full time. The Accountant 
prepares financial statements, 
reviews and analyzes general 
ledger account balances, verifies 
accuracy and makes recommen-
dations for corrections.  May 
provide guidance to lower level 
employees.

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship – Hominy, 
temporary full time. The Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed 
to provide Osage students with 
work experience in their chosen 
field of study. The program is 
designed to serve enrolled mem-
bers of the Osage Nation with a 
minimum of 61+ hours complet-
ed in an accredited college or 
university degree program. The 
intern program also accepts ap-
plications from students who are 
enrolled in their final 9 weeks of 
vocational technology programs. 
Applicants are required to carry 
a 2.5 or higher-grade point aver-
age in the semester previous to 
application. Please review the 
ONE Higher Scholarship Hand-
book for limitations and incen-
tives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers

BARTLESVILLE

Cage Supervisor – Bartlesville. 
Responsible for the overall effec-
tive and efficient coordination 
and supervision of the Cage De-
partment on shift and/or as as-
signed by the reporting senior.

Main Bank Cashier – Bartles-
ville, regular full time. Respon-
sible for distributing banks to 
internal guests of internal de-
partments as well as dropping 
these banks with accuracy.  Pro-
tects company assets issued to 
them while dealing with guests, 
in an efficient and courteous 
manner.

Guest Service Representative – 
Bartlesville, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
providing casino visitors with 
maximum guest satisfaction.  

Food and Beverage Supervisor 
– Bartlesville, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of the 
Food and Beverage Manager, 
manages day-to-day supervision 
of food and beverage operations 
which includes point of sale 

transactions, quality, guest sat-
isfaction, and inventory of stock.

HOMINY

Short Order Cook – Hominy, 
regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and es-
tablished safety policies and 
procedures.  

PAWHUSKA

General Manager – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. Responsible 
to the Chief Operations Officer 
for the overall tactical and stra-
tegic direction of the property. 
Ensures all aspects of opera-
tions are conducted efficiently 
and effectively to maximize 
profit potential. Directly super-
vises department managers in 
accordance with the organiza-
tional structure to ensure staff-
ing, guest satisfaction, property 
maintenance and appearance.

PONCA CITY

Casino Services Agent – Ponca 
City, regular full time. Respon-
sible for distributing money to 
gaming guests via check cash-
ing, credit card advances, con-
version of chips and coins, and 
gaming tickets into currency. 
Responsible for providing sup-
port and service to club mem-
bers and other casino visitors to 
ensure maximum guest satisfac-
tion. Responsible for promoting 
the success of the Club Osage, 
by assisting guests through the 
membership process, and ex-
plaining the benefits of mem-
bership and details of on-going 
promotions and events. Protects 
company assets while dealing 
with the public in an efficient 
and courteous manner

Security Officer – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

EVS Attendant – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the EVS Super-
visor, the EVS Attendant is re-
sponsible for cleanliness of all 
property public areas both inside 
and outside the casino. Respon-
sibilities include vacuuming, 
mopping, window washing, re-
stroom cleaning, trash removal, 
office cleaning, back of house 
area cleaning, exterior cleaning 
of electronic games, re-stocking 
supply shelves, and completes 
other duties as assigned.

Bartender – Ponca City, reg-
ular part time. Under gener-
al supervision of the Beverage 
Supervisor, maintain the bar 
area. Provides excellent custom-
er service in a timely manner. 
Prepare all drink orders, deliv-
ers and refills drink orders, and 
responds to quest questions and 
requests. Handle all payment 
transactions accurately.

Short Order Cook – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and es-
tablished safety policies and 
procedures.  

Security Officer Lead – Ponca 
City, regular full time. Protects 
company assets and provides a 
safe environment for employees 
and guests.  The Lead is also 
responsible for assisting with 
the effective and efficient op-
erations on assigned shift or in 
assigned section as required by 
the reporting senior including, 
but not limited to:  providing 
training and guidance to newly 
hired staff, and serving as a pro-
fessional resource to co-workers.

SAND SPRINGS

Security Officer – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

Surveillance Officer (Regional), 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for protecting all 
Osage Casino assets and main-
taining the integrity of gaming 
in the Osage Casinos utilizing 
all Surveillance equipment and 
floor observations. This employ-
ee sole responsibility is to ob-
serve and report.  The Employee 
must perform all duties in ac-

cordance with the internal pol-
icies, procedures, and controls, 
as well, as applicable laws and 
gaming regulations. The Re-
gional Surveillance Officer will 
be responsible for traveling to 
various Osage Casino locations 
and responsible for covering 
various shifts as assigned.

Cage Supervisor – Sand Springs. 
Responsible for the overall effec-
tive and efficient coordination 
and supervision of the Cage De-
partment on shift and/or as as-
signed by the reporting senior.

Main Bank Cashier – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for distributing banks 
to internal guests of internal de-
partments as well as dropping 
these banks with accuracy.  Pro-
tects company assets issued to 
them while dealing with guests, 
in an efficient and courteous 
manner.

Cocktail Server – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for taking or-
ders and serving alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for providing friendly 
and professional service to every 
guest encountered.   

SKIATOOK 

Surveillance Officer (Regional) , 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for protecting all 
Osage Casino assets and main-
taining the integrity of gaming 
in the Osage Casinos utilizing 
all Surveillance equipment and 
floor observations. This employ-
ee sole responsibility is to ob-
serve and report.  The Employee 
must perform all duties in ac-
cordance with the internal pol-
icies, procedures, and controls, 
as well, as applicable laws and 
gaming regulations. The Re-
gional Surveillance Officer will 
be responsible for traveling to 
various Osage Casino locations 
and responsible for covering 
various shifts as assigned.

Maintenance Technician – Ski-
atook, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for the 
overall maintenance, plumbing, 
and electrical components of the 
building and grounds

EVS Attendant – Skiatook, reg-
ular full time. Under direct su-
pervision of the EVS Supervisor, 
the EVS Attendant is responsi-
ble for cleanliness of all proper-
ty public areas both inside and 
outside the casino. Responsibil-
ities include vacuuming, mop-
ping, window washing, restroom 
cleaning, trash removal, office 
cleaning, back of house area 
cleaning, exterior cleaning of 
electronic games, re-stocking 
supply shelves, and completes 
other duties as assigned.

Main Bank Cashier – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for distributing banks to inter-
nal guests of internal depart-
ments as well as dropping these 
banks with accuracy.  Protects 
company assets issued to them 
while dealing with guests, in an 
efficient and courteous manner

Cage Supervisor – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for the overall effective and ef-
ficient coordination and supervi-
sion of the Cage Department on 
shift and/or as assigned by the 
reporting senior.

C-Store Cashier – Skiatook, 
regular part time. Under di-
rect supervision of the C-Store 
Supervisor. Provides excellent 
customer service for all internal 
and external customers. Sells 
and services customers by uti-
lizing knowledge of company 
products.

Bartender – Skiatook, regu-
lar part time. Under general 
supervision of the Beverage 
Supervisor, maintain the bar 
area. Provides excellent custom-
er service in a timely manner. 
Prepare all drink orders, deliv-
ers and refills drink orders, and 
responds to quest questions and 
requests. Handle all payment 
transactions accurately.

C-Store Supervisor – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Under gener-
al supervision of the Hospitality 
Manager, provides basic over-
sight of staff and C-Store oper-
ations during a specific shift. 
Follows cash handling proce-
dures and other duties as nec-
essary to ensure a smoothly run 
shift.  Ensures satisfaction and 
safety of customers.

Casino Services Agent – Skia-
took, regular part time. Respon-
sible for distributing money to 
gaming guests via check cash-
ing, credit card advances, con-
version of chips and coins, and 
gaming tickets into currency. 

Responsible for providing sup-
port and service to club mem-
bers and other casino visitors to 
ensure maximum guest satisfac-
tion. Responsible for promoting 
the success of the Club Osage, 
by assisting guests through the 
membership process, and ex-
plaining the benefits of mem-
bership and details of on-going 
promotions and events. Protects 
company assets while dealing 
with the public in an efficient 
and courteous manner

Food and Beverage Supervisor – 
Skiatook, regular full time. Un-
der general supervision of the 
Food and Beverage Manager, 
manages day-to-day supervision 
of food and beverage operations 
which includes point of sale 
transactions, quality, guest sat-
isfaction, and inventory of stock.

Front Desk Agent – Skiatook, 
regular part time. Under di-
rect supervision of the Front 
Desk Supervisor, welcomes and 
serves guests in a courteous, 
efficient and friendly manner. 
Completes check in and check 
out for guests. Maintains guest 
confidentiality of all informa-
tion.

Security Officer – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

TULSA

Cabana Attendant – Tulsa, reg-
ular full time. Under the direct 
supervision of the Food and Bev-
erage Supervisor, the Cabana 
Attendant is responsible for 
engaging Osage Casino guests, 
delivering food and beverages 
poolside, assisting bartenders/
short order cooks in production 
and delivery of items, ensuring 
the pool area is clean and Osage 
Casino’s patrons have an enjoy-
able experience.

Media Technology Specialist – 
Tulsa, regular full time. Under 
general supervision of the Tech-
nical Service Manager, Media 
Technology Specialist will sup-
port, develop and implement a 
variety of audio, video, lighting, 
digital signage and other related 
projects. The position’s respon-
sibilities require independent 
analysis, communication, prob-
lem solving, coordination with 
various teams, as well as ven-
dors, to develop, implement and 
support a variety of new and 
existing audio-visual systems.  
Interact closely with peers to 
ensure stability of Audio-Visual 
environment. Work will be per-
formed with little supervision 
and requires initiative, solid 
troubleshooting skills and good 
judgment.

Rooms Inspector – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. Under the direction 
of the Housekeeping Supervisor, 
the Rooms Inspector checks the 
cleanliness and appearance of 
guest accommodations; includ-
ing hotel guest rooms, banquet 
rooms, common areas, hallways, 
and public restrooms. Assists 
the Hotel Room Attendant in 
daily tasks. Aids housekeeping 
supervisor in ensuring all day 
to day employee supervision and 
tasks are completed to the ex-
pectations of the Housekeeping 
department.

Hotel Room Attendant – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the Hotel House-
keeping Supervisor, transfers 
clean and dirty linens and trash 
to/from laundry and room atten-
dants cart. Assists with stocking 
other items as needed within 
the hotel. Ensures cleanliness 
of Hotel Guest Rooms, Banquet 
Rooms and common areas. Re-
sponsible for moving furniture, 
boxes, stocking and re-stocking 
shelves, and trash removal.

Brewer Assistant – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. Under the direct su-
pervision of the Brewmaster the 
Brewer Assistant will assist in all 
applicable duties in and around 
the brewery. These duties in-
clude but not limited to sales, off 
site events, brewing beer, clean-
ing storage tanks, guest tours, 
procurement, inventory, canning 
and kegging product etc.

Table Games Supervisor – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Responsi-
ble for the overall effective and 
efficient supervision of all Table 
Games  shift operations as as-
signed by the reporting senior 
including, but not limited to: 
providing leadership to assigned 

See classIFIeds
—Continued  on Page 19
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Beverly Eugené Wagoshe Kane
Submitted by Family

Beverly Wagoshe Kane (Me.tsa.
He), 87, of 202 Wazhazhe St. Pawhus-
ka, OK, passed away peacefully at her 
home Monday, April 5, 2021, following 
a long illness. She was born Aug. 30, 
1933, in Pawhuska. Beverly was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, Russell 
Wagoshe and Della Perrier Wagoshe 
Howard; sisters, Margaret Rose How-
ard, Russa Lee Wilson, Ellen Howard 
Goodwin, and Mary Agnes Shannon. 
She was a granddaughter of John Wa-
goshe and Agnes Bigheart Wagoshe; 
and Eugene Perrier and Maggie Bolen 
Perrier Smith.

Beverly is survived by her devot-
ed husband, Francis Kane and eight 
children, Debbye Gravitte (Danny), 
Roxboro, N.C.; Richard Dones (Tam-
my), Burlington, N.C.; Stephen Do-
nes, Springerville, Ariz.; Joni Leasure 
(Robert), Bradford, Ark.; Joenese Betz 
(James), Haynesville, La.; Sara Ram-
say (Ron), Pawhuska; Monica Masters, 
N.Y.; Phillip Kane, Miss.; a sister, Lola 
Wagoshe Cook (Bobby), Grove, Okla.

Also, her grandchildren, Kristen 
Turner, N.C.; Shiloh Turner, N.C.; 
Chelsie Moss (Aaron), Ohio; Daina 
Connor, Va.; Maggie Rollins (Jason), 
Ark.; Amee Tanksley (Nathan); Pete 
Wade (Jessica); David Sneed, La.; 
Johnathan Sneed, Ark.; Ricky Young 
(Jessica) La.; Jerry Young, Ark.; Ste-
phen Young, La.; Lexis Ramsay, Ariz.: 
Tele Ramsay, Calif., and Victoria Mas-
ters, N.Y.; 62 great-grandchildren; 15 
great-great-grandchildren; and a score 
of nieces and nephews, all of whom  
she loved.

Beverly’s devotion to her husband 
and children was second only to her 
love of God. She had a deep and abid-
ing faith in Him from which all good 
things flow. She was a lover of life. She 
enjoyed music and could be heard sing-
ing as she went about her day. She was 
known to break out in dance, and when 
her legs finally gave out, she mastered 
chair dancing. She was a joyful pres-
ence in the lives of all she touched. She 
could be playful and mischievous. She 
enjoyed a good prank and had a wick-
edly fresh sense of humor. She loved 
playing card games and was good at 
reading her opponents- spooky good! 

Beverly was intensely proud of her 
WahZhaZhe heritage and raised her 
children to respect and appreciate who 
they are as Osage. We will miss her 
stories, her laughter, and her sweet 
smile for the rest of our lives.

A Rosary was said at Immacu-
late Conception Catholic Church in 
Pawhuska on April 6. 

A Funeral Mass was held on April 7, 
2021, at Immaculate Conception Cath-
olic Church. A private interment was 
held at a later date at the Wagoshe 
family cemetery.

The Family was served by Kendrick 
McCartney Johnson Funeral Home.

Cecilia S. (Steele) Mayse
Hunsaker-Wooten Funeral Home

Cecilia S. Mayse was born on Aug. 
17, 1921, to Tom Steele and Lucy Walk-
ingSky Steele.

She married and moved to Fairfax, 
OK and had two children, Cebrun Eu-
gene Mayse and Lanelle Garrison, who 
both preceded her in death.  She moved 
to Lawton, OK and then moved home 

to Pawhuska, OK where she spent the 
remainder of her life.

She enjoyed her family, the Tex-
as Rangers, and any type of sporting 
Event on TV. In her early adulthood 
she was an avid bowler.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, her two children, sister LaVi-
na Pepper and brother Jonas Steele.

“Aunt Sue” is survived by her two 
nieces, Cecilia Coble and Martha Spot-
ted Bear and their respected families, 
nephew Bill Pepper and his family, along 
with numerous nieces and nephews.

She lied in state at Grayhorse Chap-
el in the Grayhorse Community. A 
Rosary was held on April 8 at the Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church in Fairfax, 
Okla. Her Funeral Mass was held on 
April 9, 2021, with Father Desmond 
Ibeneme presiding. Graveside followed 
at the Fairfax City Cemetery. Pallbear-
ers were Jeremy Spotted Bear, Eugene 
Coble, Eric Coble, Johnny Coble, Rob-
ert Spotted Bear, and Cory Spotted 
Bear. Honorary Pallbearers were John 
Coble, Tim Coble, Nick Coble, Chet 
Brake, Cole Brake, Aaron Brake, and 
Jasper Clark.

Genevieve Iona Moore
Hunsaker-Wooten Funeral Home

Genevieve Iona Moore, 88, left this 
world to be with the Great Spirit on 
Thursday afternoon, April 15, 2021.  
She was surrounded by her loving fami-
ly at the Fairfax Memorial Hospital.       

On Friday, Sept. 9, 1932, she en-
tered this world, born the daughter of 
the late Gladys Tasceal (Graves) Cox 
and Joseph Henry Cox in the Cox home 
south of Fairfax, Okla. Genevieve was 
Osage (Eagle clan) and Pawnee (Kitke-
hehahki band) and proud of her Native 
American heritage. Maternal grandpar-
ents were Bertha Carrion Graves and  
Frank Graves.  

She attended Haskell Institute in 
Lawrence, Kans. Her professional ca-
reer began in January 1968 at the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs where she 
worked as a realty specialist until re-
tiring exactly to the day 25 years later  
January 3, 1993. 

She met the love of her life Merton 
Russell Moore and they were married 
on Wednesday, June 28, 1972, in Paw-
nee where they made their home. After 
retirement, the couple spent their years 
adventuring, enjoying family and trav-
eling together. They were blessed with 
47 years of bliss before Mert’s passing 
on June 3, 2010. 

Later, Genevieve returned to the Cox 
home to live with her son David. Even-
tually, due to health reasons, she made 
her home at the Fairfax Manor Nurs-
ing Home where she spent her final  
four years. 

Her pastimes, as an adult, were play-
ing Bingo with her fellow Pah-Su-Lee 
club members, assisting with the an-
nual Grayhorse War Mothers (Chapter 

15) dance, reading her Bible, and going 
shopping. Shopping was her passion 
and when she no longer could physical-
ly go shopping, she quickly mastered 
shopping online! She collected angels 
through the years, attended the Fairfax 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, worked 
crossword puzzles, and enjoyed attend-
ing tribal events and the annual In-
lonshka dances where she had been a 
participant in past years.

Today she is survived by her two sons, 
David Palmer and Huey Wolfvoice, both 
of Fairfax; three grandchildren, Dustin 
(Renae) Palmer of Ralston, Duane Palm-
er of Maramec, and Shelby (Tim) Exum 
of Jennings; ten great-grandchildren, 
Sierra Palmer, Ashton Palmer, Thunder 
Palmer, Wazhozha Palmer, Kiana Vi-
centi, Brittney Vicenti, Sequoia James, 
Terrien Exum, Easton Exum, and 
Simeon Exum; two great-great-grand-
children, Noelle James, and Nassir D. 
Grant. Further survived by numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 
She was predeceased by her parents, 
husband Mert, sisters Viola Ann Cox, 
Norma Davis, Cecelia Harris, and Pat 
Tallchief.

A Rosary was held April 18 at the 
Grayhorse Chapel with Father Des-
mond Ibeneme presiding. Funeral 
services were held on April 19 at the 
Grayhorse Chapel with Coleman Amer-
icanhorse ministering. Burial followed 
in the Grayhorse Cemetery, all east of 
Fairfax. Arrangements are entrusted 
to Hunsaker Wooten Funeral Home  
of Fairfax.

Pallbearers were Gary American-
horse Jr., Stetson Americanhorse, Na-
than Turner, Arlo Turner, C.J. Turner, 
Charles Poolaw, Everett Carson, and 
Evan Carson. Honorary pallbear-
ers are Lester Sun Eagle, Joe Har-
ris, Larry Goodfox, Jonas Smith and  
Jerron Williams.  

Share memories with the family at 
Genevieve’s online guestbook www.
hunsakerwootenfuneralhome.com

Genevieve loved everything pink and 
was very passionate about her family, 
especially spoiling her grandchildren 
and their families. A blessing to many, 
she will be greatly missed. 

Beverly Eugené Wagoshe Kane

Cecilia S. (Steele) Mayse

Genevieve Iona Moore
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informative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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staff, ensuring effective internal and ex-
ternal communications, exercising ap-
propriate judgment and decision-making 
skills, and ensuring that all departmen-
tal and staff activities are monitored and 
performed as efficiently and effectively as 
possible.  Ensures assigned staff operate 
in compliance with applicable internal 
policies and procedures, gaming regula-
tions, and external agency requirements.

Purchasing Clerk – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Responsible for contacting and set-
ting up vendors for all areas of the com-
pany, ensuring vendors are registered or 
licensed as appropriate, maintaining a 
list of approved vendors, and placing or-
ders with vendors on behalf of the order-
ing department.

Dishwasher – Tulsa, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of the Food 
and Beverage Manager, washes and san-
itizes all equipment and utensils used in 
food preparation.

Cage Supervisor – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Responsible for the overall effective 
and efficient coordination and supervi-
sion of the Cage Department on shift and/
or as assigned by the reporting senior.

Cage Manager – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Responsible for the overall effec-
tive and efficient management of Cage 
Department operations which includes 
the responsibilities of Club Osage at the 
property level. Motivating the team, in-
cluding canvassing of the casino floor 
for the purpose of meeting, greeting and 
welcoming guests. Providing excellence 
in guest service with a positive attitude. 
Provide leadership to assigned staff, en-
suring effective internal and external 
communications, exercising appropriate 
judgment and decision making skills.

Soft Count-Drop Manager – Tulsa, reg-
ular full time. Responsible for the over-
all effective and efficient management 
of the Soft Count/Drop Department op-
erations at the property level.  Provides 
leadership to assigned staff, ensuring 
effective internal and external communi-
cations, exercising appropriate judgment 
and decision-making skills, and ensur-
ing that all departmental operations are 
monitored and conducted efficiently and 
effectively.  The Manager is responsible 
to ensure daily reconciliation paperwork 
for the soft and chip count is properly 
prepared, all information is posted to 
the on-line accounting system and all 
discrepancies are investigated and docu-
mented. 

Armed Security Officer – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment for employ-
ees and guests. This position requires a 
welcoming disposition and both strong 
communication and interactive skills, as 
this is the first Osage Casino Employee 
to greet visitors and answer phones.   To 
perform this job successfully, an individ-
ual must be able to perform each essen-
tial job duty satisfactorily.

Surveillance Officer (Regional) , regular 
full time. This position is responsible for 
protecting all Osage Casino assets and 
maintaining the integrity of gaming in 
the Osage Casinos utilizing all Surveil-
lance equipment and floor observations. 
This employee sole responsibility is to 
observe and report.  The Employee must 
perform all duties in accordance with 
the internal policies, procedures, and 
controls, as well, as applicable laws and 
gaming regulations. The Regional Sur-
veillance Officer will be responsible for 
traveling to various Osage Casino loca-
tions and responsible for covering vari-
ous shifts as assigned.

Food and Beverage Supervisor – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Under general supervi-
sion of the Food and Beverage Manager, 
manages day-to-day supervision of food 
and beverage operations which includes 
point of sale transactions, quality, guest 
satisfaction, and inventory of stock.

Short Order Cook – Roni Peppo’s – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Under general supervi-
sion of the Food & Beverage Supervisor, 
maintains an efficient food operation by 
preparing hot and cold food items in ac-
cordance with production requirements, 
recipes and established safety policies 
and procedures.

EVS Attendant – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Under direct supervision of the 
EVS Supervisor, the EVS Attendant is 
responsible for cleanliness of all property 
public areas both inside and outside the 
casino. Responsibilities include vacuum-
ing, mopping, window washing, restroom 
cleaning, trash removal, office cleaning, 
back of house area cleaning, exterior 
cleaning of electronic games, re-stocking 
supply shelves, and completes other du-
ties. 

Line Cook – Tulsa, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of the Sous 
Chef, maintains an efficient food opera-
tion by preparing, prepping hot and cold 
food items in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and established 
safety policies and procedures. This list 
of duties and responsibilities is illustra-
tive only of the tasks performed by this 
position and is not all-inclusive.

Cocktail Server – Tulsa, regular part 
time. This position is responsible for tak-
ing orders and serving alcoholic and/or 
non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for 
providing friendly and professional ser-
vice to every guest encountered.

Desktop Systems Architect – Tulsa, reg-
ular full time. Under general supervision 
of the Technical Service Manager, re-
sponsible for securing, maintaining and 
monitoring the health of the workstation 
and mobile computing environment for 
Osage Casinos.   The Desktop architect 
will develop zero touch migration solu-
tions, packages applications, creates 
automation scripts, configures group pol-
icy, and serves as third level support for 
Desktop related technical issues. Work 
closely with peers to ensure seamless de-
livery of desktop services and stability of 
PC environment.

“I like the TERA, I want to see 
what the community says, I want 
to see what the Executive [Branch] 
says, I want to see what Congress 
says. I have been hearing what the 
BIA says, I don’t like it. And they 
continue to write regulations that 
take away our assets,” Redcorn said. 
“I want to be clear to our sharehold-
ers how I feel, I’m ready to grab that 
microphone and answer those ques-

tions the best that I can and it ain’t 
going to be easy, I know that.” 

The motion passed with five votes 
from council members Myron Red 
Eagle, Everett Waller, Gray, Harlan, 
Redcorn. Council members Susan 
Foreman, and Revard voted against 
the motion. 

The community meetings are 
scheduled for:

• Grayhorse: May 10 at 6:30 p.m.

• Hominy: May 17 at 6:30 p.m.

• Pawhuska: May 24 at 6:30 p.m.

tera 
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dose Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine available 
to individuals age 16 and older and 
announces on social media whenever 
available.

The WZZHC’s April 26 report notes: 

• A total of 300 individuals have 
received the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine shot when a limited supply 
was available.

• A total of 3,706 individuals have 
received their first shots (Moderna 
or Pfizer) from the WZZHC.

• A total of 2,741 individuals have 
received both doses of the vaccine.

March is the busiest month thus far 
for the WZZHC in administering the 
vaccines. A total of 2,865 vaccines were 
administered. A total of 1,753 received 
their first Moderna shot and 812 re-
ceived their second Moderna shot. Also, 

300 people received the limited John-
son & Johnson shot that month.

A total of 1,288 vaccines have been 
issued April 1-26 through the WZZHC. 
A total of 1,142 individuals received 
their second Moderna shot. A total of 
122 received their first Moderna shot. 
Twenty-three people received their first 
Pfizer shot and one person received a 
second dose of the Pfizer vaccine.

The WZZHC is offering the COVID-19 
vaccine at the Civic Center located 
at 1449 W. Main St. In Pawhuska on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 7:45 a.m. to 4 p.m. No appoint-
ment is needed for individuals (Osage, 
Native American and non-Native) to 
receive the vaccine at the Civic Center. 
Individuals will need to provide photo 
identification to receive the shot.

Follow the “Wah-Zha-Zhe Health 
Center” on Facebook for updates on the 
COVID-19 vaccine and other clinic ser-
vices or contact the WZZHC COVID-19 
vaccine hotline at (918) 287-0076 with 
questions or for more information.

VaccInatIOns 
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Osage Nation Meat Processing Plant 
Manager, Joe Thompson, said demand 
for custom processing has far exceed-
ed the budget and expectations for  
the facility.

Though investment in the farm, 
ranch, and Butcher House most direct-
ly impacts local residents, Hayman 
says they are aware that people are 
experiencing these same food security 
issues throughout the country and they 
are exploring creative possibilities for 
serving people off the reservation. 

While direct nutrition assistance is 
difficult to provide over great distanc-
es, localized food supply chains do have 
a ripple effect.

“What we do here takes up slack on a 
national level,” said Hank Hainzinger, 
board co-chair of Osage Ranch said at 
the April 15 meeting.

As COVID-19 variants emerge and 
outbreaks continue to soar globally in 
places, the insulated food supply chain 
is designed to buffer the Osage Nation 
from ongoing effects of the pandemic.

“We are better prepared to feed our 
people regardless of what happens on 
the national level,” Weigant said.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
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send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must be respectful and 

informative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.




