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Prima Ballerina Maria Tallchief
celebrated with a Google Doodle
Sannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

In celebration of Native
American Heritage Month,
Google honored the late Maria
Tallchief with a Google Doodle. People from across the
world visited Google on Nov.
14 and enjoyed a video of Tallchief dancing to a backdrop of
Osage artwork.
“My mother transformed the
world of ballet as America’s
first Prima Ballerina. Thanks
to her own mother’s vision and
determination, she and her
sister Marjorie studied and excelled at ballet from an early
age,” said Tallchief’s daughter,
Elise Paschen in the Behind
the Doodle. “The young girl
from Fairfax, Oklahoma lit up
the stages around the world
with her brilliant artistry. My
mother’s discipline and genius
allowed her to embody the
American dream.”
Tallchief’s Doodle was created by Helene Leroux, Project Art Director for the Google
Doodle Team. She worked
in partnership with Lydia
Cheshewalla, an Osage artist
based in Tulsa, Oklahoma;
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In celebration of Native American Heritage Month, Google honored the
late Maria Tallchief with a Google Doodle on Nov. 14.

Jacque Boulanger pictured standing in front of one of 11 Pawhuska
city lots she donated to the Osage Nation on Oct. 30, 2020.

Chris Pappan, Osage, Kaw,
Cheyenne River Lakota Sioux
artist based in Chicago, Illinois; and Yatika Starr Fields,
Osage, Cherokee, Creek artist
based in Tulsa.
The Doodle is set to the music of “The Nutcracker,” “Firebird” and “Swan Lake,” three
of Tallchief’s most famous
ballets. The backdrops of each
scene of the Doodle follow her
career from a child growing
up in Fairfax, to a young girl
studying ballet in Los Angeles,
to a young woman dancing in
New York City. Each backdrop for the scenes of Tallchief
dancing were created by the

Osage artists. As she dances
across the screen, their artistry compliments her grace,
athleticism, and the strength
of her Osage heritage.
Each scene is segued with
words from Tallchief: “From
your first plié you are learning
to become an artist. In every
sense of the word, you are poetry in motion. And, if you are
fortunate enough ... you are actually the music.”

Google Doodle

A Google Doodle is when
Google changes its logo on its
See Maria
—Continued on Page 2

Wahzhazhe Health Center to receive
COVID-19 vaccine mid-December
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The Wahzhazhe Health Center will receive a COVID-19
vaccine in mid-December.
The vaccine will be administered in three phases, according to Dr. Ron Shaw, CEO and
Chief Medical Officer. The first
phase will happen in mid-December when the health center
is scheduled to receive approximately 6,000 doses. The first
phase will go to healthcare
workers, critical essential
employees (non-healthcare),
elders over the age of 65, and
high-risk patients with comorbidities such as heart disease,
lung disease, diabetes and
others. The health center will
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A Wahzhazhe Health Center staff test patients for the COVID-19 virus via
drive-thru testing in Pawhuska in April 2020.

focus on its patients first and
will follow Indian Health Service guidelines, he said.
“Phase one will represent
a rather small percentage of
the total and it is for this rea-

son that high-risk individuals
are being focused on first,”
Shaw said.
Phase two will be in earSee Vaccine
—Continued on Page 13

Congress votes down funding for new Pawhuska
District buildings and permanent fund

Tribal member donates
11 Pawhuska city lots
to Osage Nation
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
When Jacque Boulanger
moved back to Pawhuska
nine years ago, she noticed
the town had seen better
days.
She bought a house on the
east side and began looking
around at the local neighborhoods. She said it was
a very different Pawhuska
than what she grew up in.
There were vacant lots overgrown with trees and brush,
there was a lot of debris,
and the structures were not
being maintained.
That’s when she decided
to do something about it.
She bought them.
“When I came back here
and saw that, I knew I would
be doing the city good, and I
would feel good. There is a
thing about just doing good,”
she said. “I mean, I grew
up here on the reservation
and Pawhuska used to be so
beautiful and everyone took
care of things. That’s how I
remember it, anyway.”
Buying the lots was more
affordable than one might
think. Always having had
an interest in property acquisition, she searched out
the properties and found
that many were for sale
due to failure to pay taxes.
Next, she perused the local
papers for property notices.
For her first property acquisition, she offered the city of
Pawhuska $25 for it. They
took it.

Over time, she ended up
buying 21 Pawhuska city
lots. The property taxes on
the lots ranged from $19 to
$30. It didn’t break the bank
to own them, she said. She
cleaned them, mowed regularly, and maintained any
structures. At one time she
wanted to make sustainable
neighborhoods and plant pecan trees and fruit trees on
the lots and do some other
initiatives for the residents,
but the city of Pawhuska
didn’t want to work with her.
A longtime artist, Boulanger lived in Tallahassee,
Florida, for 30 years. She
moved back in 2011 to help
take care of her mother after
her father passed away. She
previously worked as a clerk
for the Osage Nation Congress, but now works at the
Bureau of Indian Affairs in
the oil and gas leasing office.
After almost a decade of
maintaining the lots, she
grew tired of the upkeep and
decided to sell a few. She also
gave some away to friends,
but she always knew she
would give the bulk to the
Osage Nation.
“I always knew in the
end I would, and I told my
daughter that when I die,
this is going to the tribe.
She was cool with it and she
didn’t care, she thought I
was crazy for doing it anyway,” she said with a laugh.
“But it kept me active and I
enjoyed doing it.”
See Boulanger
—Continued on Page 4

Benny Polacca
Osage News
Efforts to fund construction
projects for the proposed new
Wakon Iron chapel and community building, along with a
proposed $5.5 million replenishment for the Osage Nation’s
permanent fund failed during
the Seventh ON Congressional
special session on Nov. 24.
The special session started on Nov. 17 after Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
issued an executive proclamation proposing several items to
be considered including the two
Pawhuska Village structure
projects and repaying the per-

Osage News File Photo

A morning view of the Pawhuska Indian Village. On Nov. 24, the 7th Osage
Nation Congress voted not to consider legislation that would build a new
Wakon Iron Chapel and Community Building.

manent fund for government
operation expenditures due
to the two-month shutdown

of the Nation’s Osage Casinos
See Appropriations

Jacque Boulanger signs paperwork that transfers 11 Pawhuska city
lots to the Osage Nation as a gift on Oct. 30, 2020. Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear and Real Estate Services director Melissa
Currey look on.

—Continued on Page 13
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Google honors Maria Tallchief for Native American Heritage Month
Maria
–from Page 1
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A Google Doodle was created for Maria Tallchief in honor of Native American Heritage Month. The Google team worked in coordination with
Osage artists such as Lydia Cheshewalla, who designed the background
for this scene of the Doodle that went live on Nov. 14.

homepage to celebrate “holidays, anniversaries, and the
lives of famous artists, pioneers, and scientists.” The
demand for Google Doodles is
handled by a team of illustrators and engineers called the
“Doodlers,” according to Google. The team has created over
4,000 Doodles for the homepage since 2000.
“A group of Googlers get together regularly to brainstorm
and decide which events will
be celebrated with a Doodle.
The ideas for the Doodles come
from numerous sources including Googlers and Google users,” according to Google. The
team receives hundreds of requests every day.
To propose an idea for a
Google Doodle, the team accepts ideas via email at doodleproposals@google.com.

Maria Tallchief

Courtesy Photo/Google

A Google Doodle was created for Maria Tallchief in honor of Native American Heritage Month. The Google team worked in coordination with
Osage artists such as Yatika Starr Fields, who designed the background
for this scene of the Doodle that went live on Nov. 14.

Courtesy Photo/Google

A Google Doodle was created for Maria Tallchief in honor of Native American Heritage Month. The Google team worked in coordination with
Osage artists such as Chris Pappan, who designed the background for
this scene of the Doodle that went live on Nov. 14.

Tallchief
is
considered
America’s first prima ballerina. She died in 2013 at the
age of 88. The daughter of Alex
and Ruth Tall Chief, her early life was spent in Fairfax,
Oklahoma. At a young age she
trained in Los Angeles and
then moved to New York City
when she was 17. She made it
to the Ballet Russe de Monte
Carlo, where she danced from
1942 to 1947. But it was her
role with the New York City
Ballet from 1948 to 1965 that
she is most remembered for.
She was the first American
to dance at Moscow’s Bolshoi
Theater and the first American to dance with the Paris
Opera Ballet.
She starred in George Balanchine’s “Firebird,” which
was choreographed just for her
and catapulted her career in
1949. She was the first Sugar
Plum Fairy in Balanchine’s
1952 original production of
“The Nutcracker.” She also
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Maria Tallchief dancing as the Sugar Plum Fairy in Swan Lake.

starred in “Orpheus” and
“Scotch Symphony,” among
many others.
She later served as artistic
director for the Lyric Opera
Ballet in Chicago and later
founded the Chicago City Ballet, of which she was also the
artistic director. She has been
inducted into the National
Women’s Hall of Fame, she
has received a National Medal of Arts, and in 1996 she
was one of five recipients of a
Kennedy Center Honor for lifetime achievement for her contribution to American culture,
where legendary ballet dancer Mikhail Baryshnikov paid
tribute to her.
Tallchief is among the first
group of honorees to be inducted into the National Native
American Hall of Fame.
“My mother took great pride

in her Osage heritage. She
received the highest honor in
1953 when she was named
Princess of the Osage Nation
and given the title Wa-XtheThon-ba, Two Standards,”
Paschen said in the Behind
the Doodle. “She said her
Grandma Tall Chief selected
her name: ‘By choosing it she
was saying that, while I was
a ballerina with an important career on the stage, I was
also her grandchild, an Osage
woman and a daughter of
the tribe.’”
To watch the Google Doodle of Maria Tallchief visit
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=AWXvClaRtsI
To watch the Behind the
Doodle: Celebrating Maria
Tallchief, visit https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=kHEjSnVLGXE
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Chief Standing Bear
recovers from bout
with COVID-19
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear quarantined
at his home for two weeks in
the beginning of November
after having tested positive
for the COVID-19 virus.
Speaking with him over
the phone on Nov. 6, he said
he was experiencing little to
no symptoms.
“I have a headache; I have
a major headache. I feel a little soreness, a little muscle
ache. My breathing is fine, no
digestive problems, I just ate
lunch. Someone brought out a
Title VI Thanksgiving Dinner
to go, and it was delicious. I
just ate half of it,” he said on
the phone. “Between my computer and my phone, I don’t
feel very isolated. I’ve been on
the phone all day.”
He said he took a rapid test at the Wahzhazhe
Health Center on Nov. 2. It
came back negative. “I guess
I’m part of that 10 percent
that gets a false negative on
the rapid tests,” he said. He
requested a two-day test be
sent to a lab and was notified on Nov. 5, that test came
back positive.
“My quarantine ends on
Nov. 12. I am told that it begins on the day you took your
test and if you’re positive, it’s
10 days from the day you took
your test. If you’re exposed,
it’s 14 days,” he said. He
worked with the WHC’s contact tracer and those individuals who he had contact with
were asked to quarantine.
Standing Bear said only
two Executive Branch employees have been quarantined due to exposure. Most
of his staff and Assistant
Principal Chief Raymond
Red Corn were already out
of the office on leave when he
tested positive.
Well wishes and prayers
poured in from all over Indian Country as people expressed their concern for him.

Denise Keene

The membership removal case of Osage Nation vs.
Reta Marie Lintner has been
continued to February 2021,
mostly in part to COVID-19.
Legal counsel for Lintner,
Brad Hilton of the Skiatook-based Hilton Law Office,
told ON Associate Judge Lee
Stout on Nov. 18 that every
member of his law office is
currently infected with the
COVID-19 virus, including
himself. He said his client,
Lintner, is currently hospitalized with a non-COVID

Jerry Shaw

Roberta Sue Slinkard

Four Osages selected as 2020
AARP Indian Elder honorees
Benny Polacca
Osage News
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Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear recovered from a bout with
COVID-19 on Nov. 12.

The time in quarantine
went smoothly in terms of
conducting business, since
he didn’t have to reschedule
any in-person appearances or
meetings because they were
already conducted via video
conferencing.
He said he recently had a
Zoom conference with officials from the U.S. federal reserve and officials from New
Zealand and Canada about
Indigenous policies. The U.S.
federal reserve is studying
how to assist in investments
in Indian Country and has
asked Standing Bear to help
with writing policies for that
practice. He said the U.S.
plans to follow the models
used for the Maori of New
Zealand and the First Nations of Canada.
When asked what he
planned to do in his downtime in isolation, he said he
planned to study Wahzhazhe
I.E., the Osage language.
“I’m going to actually get
caught up on Osage language.
I brought everything I have
and as soon as I finish up all
these issues I’m currently
working on, I’m going to go
on the internet and look at all
the Osage language broadcasts that I’ve been missing,”
he said. “I told my staff I’ll
be back, and I’ll be speaking
more Wahzhazhe.”

Illness causes continuation of
Lintner case to February 2021
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Nicki Revard-Lorenzo

illness. Plus, documentation
that he plans to use for the
trial needs to be verified by
the National Archives in Fort
Worth, Texas. The national
archives are currently closed
due to the pandemic.
“For the above reasons
judge, we just feel like we
need a little more time,” Hilton said.
“My client is interested
in getting this to trial. She
is an older woman and unfortunately, because of the
situation, we just think it’s
See Lintner
—Continued on Page 18
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Four Osage elders were selected as 2020 AARP Oklahoma Indian Elder honorees and
were recognized in a virtual
celebration held due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Denise Keene, Nicki Revard-Lorenzo, Jerry Shaw and
Sue Slinkard are among the 41
Oklahoma Indian Elder honorees from 20 Oklahoma tribal
nations who were recognized
virtually at the 12th annual
AARP Oklahoma Indian Elder Honors on Nov. 13. Each
honoree was selected based
on a lifetime of achievement,
service and commitment to
our nation, state, communities
and Indian Country.
AARP Oklahoma officials decided to forgo this year’s Indian
Elder Honors banquet usually held in early October at the
National Cowboy and Western
Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City with the elder honor-

ees and their guests and family
members in attendance for the
recognition presentations.
“2020 has been a challenging
year for all of us,” AARP Oklahoma State Director Sean Voskuhl said in a video posted to
the AARP Oklahoma website.
“As this pandemic continues to
create a sense of uncertainty,
one thing that remains unwavering is our elders’ brilliance
and resilience. Our elders connect us to our past, keep us
mindfully present and inspire
future generations to become
better curators of communities
and cultures.”
Since 2009, AARP Oklahoma has honored nearly 550
Native American elders from
Oklahoma’s 39 tribal nations.
“Due to COVID-19 precautions, this year we are sadly
unable to host an in-person
celebration. However, this
year during Native American
Heritage Month, each of our
honored elders will personally receive an AARP Oklahoma

Indian Elder Honors celebration package complete with
their honoree medallion and a
program that spotlights their
photos and biographies,” Voskuhl said.
Denise Keene
Denise Keene worked tirelessly with the Osage Nation
Head Start program for more
than 40 years. She devoted
her life to enriching the lives
of Osage youth through early
childhood education. Keene
began her career as a teacher.
She provided early education
to thousands of students and
taught them about the Osage
culture. She later became a
coordinator for Head Start in
Washington, D.C. and was
named National Head Start
Coordinator of the Year in
1994. Described as a “steady
anchor,” Keene has positively
impacted thousands of lives
throughout her career, which
See AARP
—Continued on Page 4

Elder addresses English students
Nicole Roberts
The Fairfax Chief
“Think with your heart and
be on time,” is the motto Jerry
Shaw lives by. He learned it
from his parents. True to his
word, he showed up on time
and was introduced by his son
John Shaw for a presentation
to the English classes at Woodland High School on the Osage
Reign of Terror. Students had
been assigned to read “The
Killers of the Flower Moon” by
David Grann.
Jerry Shaw made sure to
deliver facts regarding the
Osage murders but was mindful of being respectful about
the events that shook up the
entire town of Fairfax now so
many years ago.
Jerry said that he didn’t
know about the Osage murders until he was in high
school. “The reason we didn’t
know is because the older
generation of Osages talked
about the need to let things go,
and that’s what they did until
someone brought it to the surface,” said Shaw.
Jerry grew up in the community of Grayhorse with
family members who had
been alive during the “Reign
of Terror. The term signifies

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage elder and retired educator Jerry Shaw gives a presentation to
Woodland High School students about the Osage Reign of Terror.

the horrific murders of Osage
people for their inherited land
and money from the oil boom.
In the 1920’s, oil was discovered on Osage land and tribal
members received royalty payments, known as headrights.
Shaw says that peoplehere
have mixed feelings about the
“Killers of The Flower Moon”
book and movie. Some people are for it and some people
are against it. Shaw’s hope is
that Osages are portrayed accurately. “We (Osages) were a
good people, a people that followed our way of life. Although
some had ttroubles with drinking, the good things need to be
considered,” said Shaw.

Pilot program announced
for northern and eastern
Oklahoma’s MMIP cases
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
TULSA — As part of the
Department of Justice’s
Missing and Murdered Indigenous People’s initiative,
two of Oklahoma’s three
U.S. Attorney’s Offices are
launching a new collaborative initiative.
Along with representatives from the Muscogee
(Creek) and Cherokee nations, the U.S. Attorney’s
Offices for the Northern and
Eastern districts of Oklahoma announced a pilot program on Nov. 23.
The goal for the Tribal
Community Response Plan
pilot project is to establish a

collaborative response from
tribal governments, law enforcement agencies, and other partners by implementing
culturally appropriate guidelines when investigating
emergent cases of missing
and murdered American Indians and Alaska Natives.
The U.S. Department of Justice and other federal agencies, including the Bureau
of Indian Affairs, developed
draft guides for developing a
Tribal Community Response
Plan in conjunction with tribal leaders, law enforcement
and tribal communities.
Each plan will be composed of community-speSee MMIP
—Continued on Page 4

Jerry’s grandpa Joseph
Bates is mentioned in the
“Killers of The Flower Moon”
book. When his grandpa’s will
was read, it was said that he
lost 10,000 acres of land to Bill
Hale, known at the time as the
‘King of The Osage Hills’.
Hale took advantage of
Osages by providing alcohol,
murdering Osages and covering up the murders. One of the
insidious methods Hale used
was to befriend Osages, play
cards with them, get them
drunk, then shoot them!
Many businessmen and
well-known citizens participated in the conspiracy to get
Osage oil money. And many
of the crimes against Osages
went unpunished. According
to Shaw, “The law was not
made for people of color.”
One example of illegal behavior by Hale was that he
leased land from Osages and
then leased it out again to Texas cowboys, when he had no
right to do that. When he started making money with this
scheme, he then figured out
that a way to make even more
money was by killing Osages.
Because Osages could inherit headrights and land, Hale
used his knowledge about family members to murder family
members with the goal of getting more and more money.
Hale even made money
from dead people. When an
Osage died, Hale would go to
the solicitor and tell him that
the person owed him $25,000
from a card game. The solicitor would give Hale the money
from that person’s estate.
Bill Hale had people working for him to murder and to
cover up the murders. Some
See Shaw
—Continued on Page 4
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Dr. Layton Lamsam named to NCAIED
2020 Native American 40 Under 40 class
Osage News
Dr. Layton Lamsam has
been named to the 2020 class
of Native American 40 Under
40 award recipients.
The National Center for
American Indian Enterprise
Development recognizes 40
emerging American Indian
and Alaska Native leaders
each year under the age of 40
from across Indian Country.
Nominated by their peers, the
recipients have exemplified
leadership, initiative, and,
especially during COVID-19,
resiliency and dedication towards their communities and
businesses, according to a news
release. The fields of academia,
the medical field, government,
non-profit organizations, legal
and more are represented in
this year’s class.
“The Native American 40
Under 40 awards recognize
the hard-work, dedication, and
perseverance of our best and
brightest,” said National Center President and CEO Chris
James in a news release. “Every year I am impressed by the
wide range of accomplishments
of our 40 Under 40 winners.
The 2020 class shows us what
young Native American and
Alaska Native leaders are capable of – and what they are
already accomplishing. Just as
the 40 Under 40 honorees continually inspire all of us here at
the National Center, we hope
the award continues to inspire
generations of Indian Country

AARP
–from Page 3
spans more than four decades.
Keene currently serves as a
curriculum specialist at the
WahZhaZhe Early Learning
Academy.
Nicki Revard-Lorenzo
Nicki Revard-Lorenzo is
from the Pawhuska District.
Xuh-Eh-Doin is her given
name. Revard-Lorenzo graduated from Sonoma State
University with a degree in
anthropology. She earned a
Master of Education from
Dominican University. Revard-Lorenzo served as a
teacher, education specialist,
superintendent/ principal and
businesswoman working with
district, county, state and federal education codes. She also
served as superintendent/ principal for Pomo Tribe students.
Revard-Lorenzo
diligently
worked to financially meet the
education needs of students
and upgrade the learning environment with the support
of the tribal council. While
in California, Revard-Lorenzo served on the Board of the
Oakland-based American Indian Public Charter School,
which addressed the needs of
urban Indian youth. She was
also a member of California
Indian Education and National Indian Education Associations and served as president
of the GFWC Heeko women’s
service club. After returning
to Oklahoma, Revard-Lorenzo served as an advocate for
the Pawnee/ Osage Court Appointed Childrens Advocate
(CASA) program from 2011 to
2017. In this role, she advocated for children in foster care.
Revard-Lorenzo also helped
manage the Osage County
CASA office, which included
training volunteers, preparing reports and speaking in
the Osage Nation and Pawnee
Nation courts. Revard-Lorenzo currently serves as chairperson for the Osage Nation
Home Health Board. She is an
active participant in the Osage
Inlonshka ceremonial dances.
Jerry Shaw
Jerry Shaw has spent more
than 50 years as an educator
of Native American history,
culture and contemporary issues. Throughout the decades,
Shaw worked in the public
school system and as a professor at Wichita State University.
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Lamsam, 28, is currently a resident
physician in neurological surgery
at Yale School of Medicine in New
Haven, Connecticut.

leaders who will one day be a
part of this esteemed group.”
The recipients will be announced virtually in the coming
weeks on the National Center’s
social media pages. Award recipients will also be honored at
RES 2021 which will be held
March 15-18, 2021, in Las Vegas, Nevada. The 2020 class
joins over 400 previous winners
that have been honored over
the last decade.
“Each year I nominate a
high-performing Osage from
our community. Dr. Lamsam
nomination story was special
during the pandemic as he is on
the front lines combating this
terrible virus and working on
an average of 20 hours a day in
the hospital,” said Margo Gray,
Osage Minerals Councilwoman. She nominated Lamsam

for the honor. “His knowledge
of the impacts and effects neurologically of the brain during
and after COVID-19 will be vital to research. Currently, we
know that he is the only Native American Neurosurgeon
in the country.”
Lamsam, 28, is currently a
resident physician in neurological surgery at Yale School
of Medicine in New Haven,
Connecticut. He lives in New
Haven with his wife Sarah,
who is a Registered Nurse,
and his mother Teresa Trumbly Lamsam and his grandparents Joe and Arlena Trumbly.
He is of the Grayhorse District
and participates in the Osage
Inlonshka dances.
A former Udall Scholar,
Lamsam completed his bachelor’s degree in biology at
Stanford and was the only Indigenous student in his medical school class at the Palo
Alto, California, university.
In April, when COVID-19
was ravaging the East Coast,
Lamsam and his colleagues
were adapting their practices
to support those medical workers on the front lines of the
outbreak. He said of his experiences that the emotional toll
on patients and their families
was an unanticipated effect
and it was a time to live out
your values, safeguard elders
and the sick and prioritize
your family.
For more information on the
NCAIED Native American 40
Under 40 award recipients,
visit https://www.ncaied.org/

He currently serves as a board
member for the Osage Nation
Traditional Cultural Advisors
Committee, which assists the
Osage Nation Historic Preservation Office with Osage culture and tradition conservation.
Shaw belongs to the Grayhorse
District. He served as Whipman
for 12 years and Head Committeeman for 12 years.

• Anita Fields

Roberta Sue Slinkard
Roberta Sue Slinkard grew
up in Osage County, where her
passion for serving others began as a child. Slinkard enjoyed
cooking for all around her, including Osage tribal members
and elders. After attending
Northeastern State University, she returned to the Osage
reservation with her husband.
Slinkard began a career with
the Osage Nation Title IV Program 35 years ago and currently serves as its director.
Over the years, she developed
the Elder Nutrition program
into a highly successful entity.
Slinkard is devoted to her staff
and the adults served by the
program. She is an advocate for
all Osage members regardless
of age and ensures all individuals have the needed resources
to be successful.
Past Osage AARP Indian
Elder honorees include:

• Capt. Richard Luttrell Sr.,
deceased

• Jerri Jean Branstetter

MMIP
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cific guidelines addressing at
least four different areas in
response to MMIP cases: law
enforcement, victim services,
community outreach and public communications.
“These four areas have been
identified as key parts to having a comprehensive and engaged response any time we
have a case involving a missing persons report for a Native
American or Alaska Native,”
U.S. Attorney for the Northern
District of Oklahoma Trent
Shores said. “The idea is to
work with tribal leaders, citizens and victims’ families who
have experienced a missing
person investigation to determine what is working and
what isn’t working, what we
need to do more of and what
those areas are where we need
to improve.”
With 65 active MMIP cases,
Oklahoma is the first state in
the country to launch the program. A 2018 study published
by the Seattle Indian Health

• Mary Gray-Bighorse,
deceased
• Charles Eugene “Chuck”
Hessert
• Nancy Keil
• Charles Lookout, deceased
• H. Mongraine Lookout
• Anita Lookout-West,
deceased

• Sheri Mashburn
• Bill Mashunkashey,
deceased
• Franklin McKinley
• Dr. Steven Pratt
• Risë Supernaw Proctor
• Charles Harold Red Corn,
deceased
• Kathryn RedCorn
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A CNN anchor discusses results from an exit poll on Election Night
Nov. 3. The graphic lumps Native Americans into the “Something
Else” category, angering many within Indian Country.

NAJA demands CNN
apologize for using
‘something else’ to
describe Native voters
Native American
Journalists Association
On CNN’s live election
night coverage, an on-air
graphic used the phrase
“something else” to refer to
voters who are not white,
Latinx, Black or Asian. This
type of language continues the efforts to erase Indigenous and other voters
who don’t neatly fall into
the race categories listed in
the graphic.
Being Native American
is a political classification
– not merely a racial background. Native nations have
had a government-to-government relationship with
the United States since the
country’s earliest days. To
refer to Indigenous voters
as “something else” fails to
recognize the sovereignty

and political classification of
Native voters.
In 2006, CNN supported
the development of young
Indigenous reporters by donating $50,000 to NAJA’s
scholarship program. This
type of investment signifies
that CNN understands the
importance of supporting Indigenous journalists.
NAJA demands CNN issue a public apology and is
willing to meet with senior
editorial staff to discuss how
to improve the network’s
coverage of Indian Country.
In the interim, NAJA
encourages CNN’s senior
newsroom leadership and
staff to utilize its online reporting resource guides moving forward.
As of Nov. 24, NAJA has
not received an apology
from CNN.

Shaw
–from Page 3
were paid $200 to kill Osages.
“A Chevrolet cost $150 during
that time,” said Shaw. Osages could inherit headrights
and land, and that fact led to
the brutal crimes committed
against them for their money.
Shaw said that these events
were very unfortunate, and
the stories are uncomfortable
to tell. Woodland Osage Language Instructor Tracey Moore
ended the presentation with a
prayer in the Osage language.
The events were very unfortunate and the stories were
uncomfortable to tell.

Osage News File Photo

Jerry Shaw

• Mary Elizabeth Ricketts
• Romaine Shackelford,
deceased
• George A. Shannon
• Dr. Ron Shaw
• Marvin Stepson
• Cecelia Irene Tallchief
• George E. Tallchief,
deceased
• Tim Tallchief
• Julia Wilson
• Rosemary Wood
• Martha Spotted Bear
Board’s Urban Indian Health
Institute ranked Oklahoma
10th nationally for the number of cases of missing and
murdered Indigenous women,
but also acknowledged that
due to the dearth of data and
uneven reporting practices,
the numbers are “likely an undercount.” The study also excluded cases involving missing
and murdered Indigenous men
and boys.
Similar projects are scheduled to get started in the
coming months in Alaska,
Michigan, Minnesota, Montana and Oregon.
“An effective strategy to
combat violent crime on tribal
lands can only be successful
with a united front of our law
enforcement partners working with the communities we
serve,” said FBI Special Agent
in Charge Melissa Godbold of
the Oklahoma City Field Office. “This program unites all of
us in our shared goal of creating a safer community with a
focus on solving crimes affecting missing and murdered indigenous people in Oklahoma.”

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

A photo of one of 11 Pawhuska city lots Jacque Boulanger donated to the
Osage Nation on Oct. 30, 2020.

Boulanger
–from Page 1
On Oct. 30, she made it official and met with Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
and Melissa Currey, Real Estate Services director for the
Nation. She signed over the
lots to the Nation and that
was that.
“It is a generous gift,” Standing Bear said. “We thank her
for her contribution to restoring our diminished land base.

Land is necessary to defend
and advance our status as a
sovereign nation.”
He said that Currey and her
staff will plat the lots to show
their size, their boundaries,
nearby streets and flood zones.
Once that work is complete
the Nation will then decide the
next steps.
For more information on
how to donate land to the
Osage Nation, call Real Estate
Services at (918) 287-5257.
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Osage Nation College Union Public Schools board of education
and Career Fair to be votes to drop controversial mascot
held virtually this year
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
For more than 150 Osage
families, a visit with a college recruiter is about to be a
click away.
Due to COVID-19, the
Osage Nation Education Department’s annual College
and Career Fair has moved
from the Osage County Fairgrounds to the World Wide
Web. The site is tentatively scheduled to go live on
Nov. 30.
ONED Tribal Education
Advocate Lauren Redeagle
said the virtual event has
drawn recruiters from almost 30 post-secondary institutions, as well as videos
representing 25 different
career paths.
“In planning for this year’s
event, it has brought many
challenges that we normally would not face hosting an
in-person event,” Redeagle
said. “Between navigating
the digital world, a global
pandemic, quarantines and
upload speeds, we have continued work through each
individual’s busy schedules.
I think we created something
truly unique. The COVID
barriers allowed us to be
more creative in having a
personal touch in our preparation for this event.
“I believe this year, we were

able to broaden our career
searches and have connected
with some familiar and new
faces. We are excited for our
students and families to take
part in such a unique experience that we have prepared
for them.”
Among the families getting
to participate in the online
College and Career Fair are
Andrea Meadows and her
16-year-old son, who live in
the Houston area. An Osage
Nation scholarship recipient,
Meadows acknowledged that
the eight-hour drive makes
it difficult to participate in
many opportunities offered by
the tribe.
“Usually, we have to travel,” she said. “This is great for
us to be able to see it (the virtual fair) and get some ideas
for after high school.”
According to 2019 data
compiled by the U.S. Census Bureau through the
annual American Community Survey, 17.6 percent of
Osage County adults have a
bachelor’s degree or higher,
compared to 26.2 percent of
adults statewide.
As per data compiled by
the U.S. Department of Education, American Indian and
Alaska Native people account
for 0.7 percent of all students
enrolled in post-secondary
degree-granting institutions
nationwide.

TULSA — One of Oklahoma’s largest public school districts has decided to stop using
a racial slur as a mascot.
On Nov. 9, the board of
education for Union Public
Schools voted unanimously to
drop its long-standing mascot
that was previously utilized by
the professional football team
in Washington, D.C.
The vote also extends to
the accompanying branding,
logos and imagery involving Indigenous stereotypes,
including
having
football
players run through a tipi at
home games.
“Without question, this
name is one that has become
increasingly divisive,” Union
Superintendent Kirk Hartzler said. “For many, it has
been a symbol of pride, honor
and tradition. For others, it
has caused pain. We received
an overwhelming number of
requests from Union insiders calling for change. With
a name like Union, we can’t
hang on to things that cause
division.”
Earlier this year, the school
board voted to form a committee to review the district’s
mascot and make a recommendation about its future. Along
with non-voting appointees
from the Cherokee and Muscogee (Creek) nations, the
committee included representatives from the district’s fac-

Sovereign Community School
placed on probation for remainder
of 2020-2021 school year
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
OKLAHOMA CITY — Citing continued financial struggles and missed reporting
deadlines, an Indigenous charter school’s accreditation has
been downgraded.
On Nov. 12, the Oklahoma
state board of education voted unanimously to place Sovereign Community School on
probation for the rest of the
2020-2021 school year.
Probation is the last step before a school’s accreditation is
revoked.
“You’re not in good standing right now,” state Superintendent Joy Hofmeister said,
addressing
representatives
from the charter school. “We
have an obligation to change
that. This is an opportunity to
change that.”
In June, the state school

board voted to allow Sovereign
Community School’s organizers to take out a $700,000
loan from Santa Fe South
Development Inc., an Oklahoma City-based property
acquisition entity that works
with charter schools and education-focused non-profit organization. With the school
facing almost $200,000 in
debts thanks to unexpected expenses and lower enrollment
than originally projected, the
loan was needed to keep Sovereign Community School’s
doors open until its mid-year
state aid allocation arrived
in October.
That approval was contingent upon the school presenting monthly financial
reports to state board of education and an expedited annual audit, neither of which
has happened. The audit is
currently scheduled for late

Oklahoma City Public Schools
transitions to distance learning
for remainder of semester
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
After a week of all campuses back to in-person learning, Skiatook Public Schools
is once again pivoting to
distance learning.
Citing the number of
students and staff in quarantine across the district,
Skiatook Public Schools’
leadership made the announcement on Nov. 13
that all of its sites will go
to distance learning for the
week of Nov. 16 and return
to in-person instruction on
Nov. 30.
The district was already scheduled to be out
for the week of Nov. 23 for
Thanksgiving.
According to a letter sent
to parents, 215 students and
36 staff members across Skiatook’s five schools are in
quarantine due to close con-

tact. Eighteen people associated with the district have
tested positive for Covid-19.
Meanwhile, after starting
the year entirely in distance
learning, the state’s two largest brick and mortar public
school districts are taking divergent paths to serve their
students while Covid-19
case numbers keep climbing
across Oklahoma.
Oklahoma City Public
Schools made the announcement on Nov. 13 that starting Nov. 16, it will not hold
any more in person classes
for the rest of the fall 2020
semester. The decision came
just days after the district
finished bringing all of its
students back to campuses
for in-person instruction for
two days per week.
As of Nov. 13, OklahoSee OKC
—Continued on Page 18

November after being rescheduled due to COVID-19
and an October ice storm that
knocked out power across a
wide swath of central and
western Oklahoma.
“We do have our audit scheduled,” Sovereign Community
School Superintendent Matt
Wilson said.
“We are doing everything
we can to get these things reconciled and get back on good
standing … but this is not
what we promised our community we’d provide them. We are
doing what we can, but we are
spread too thin.”
Wilson is one of two administrative employees at the
charter school, which serves
fifth through tenth grades.
When granted permission
in June to add a fifth grade
class for the 2020-2021 school
year, Sovereign Community
School officials said they were
confident that it would help
the school’s enrollment quadruple, thus making it possible to promptly pay down its
loan through increased state
aid dollars.
At the start of the current
school year, Sovereign Community School’s enrollment had
tripled from May. However,
when the charter school had to
pivot to distance learning this
fall due to climbing COVID-19
case numbers in the Oklahoma
City area, Wilson said more
than 100 students and their
families fled to Epic One-onOne, the state’s largest online
charter school.
Those departures meant
less state aid than originally
budgeted, which in turn led to
faculty layoffs and questions
about the school’s ability to repay its loan.
“Our hope was that we’d have
a higher enrollment,” Sovereign Community School board
President Kate Sultuska said.
“We are trying to get a committee together to help us with
fundraising. I don’t think it’s
sustainable, but it is all we can
do right now other than try to
increase enrollment.”
See Probation
—Continued on Page 16
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Union Public Schools board of education voted 24-3 to drop its controversial mascot.

ulty, staff, Indian Education
parent committee, alumni,
community and student body.
Citing a host of reasons, the
committee voted 24-3 to rec-

ommend the elimination of the
mascot after months of regular
meetings. Among the factors
taken into consideration were
the word’s dictionary definition, the potential long-term financial impacts on the district
if it kept using the slur and academic research on the harmful impact of Native-themed
mascots on Indigenous students. According to a Union
spokesman, Indigenous students account for more than 4
percent of the district’s enrollment, representing 58 tribes.
“This decision is not one
that was made easily or lightly,” committee chairman Chris
See Union
—Continued on Page 15

Courtesy Photo/Ponca City Public Schools website

Ponca City Public Schools joins school districts across the state that
are transitioning to distance learning due to rising COVID-19 cases
in their communities.

Ponca City Public Schools
moves to distance learning
due to rising COVID-19 cases
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
This article was first published online on Nov. 20, 2020.

Another
area
school
district is pivoting to distance learning due to rising
COVID-19 cases.
Starting Nov. 23, Ponca City Public Schools will
move all of its students
to distance learning for
the remainder of the fall
2020 semester.
As per the Oklahoma
State Department of Health,
Kay County’s per capita case
count for the week of Nov.
20 is 85.6 for every 100,000
residents, which for the second straight week, puts it in
the red alert zone under the
Oklahoma Department of
Education’s guidelines.

School districts in counties
with 50 or more active cases
per capita are urged to go to
distance learning until the
per capita case count drops
to 25 or less. As of Nov. 19,
only one Oklahoma county
has less than 25 active cases
per capita: Harmon County
in far southwestern Oklahoma.
Meanwhile, Tulsa Public
Schools’ board of education
voted on Nov. 19 to adjust its
post-Thanksgiving in-person
instruction plans.
Originally,
older
elementary school students
were scheduled to come
back on Nov. 30. Those
students will now remain in distance learning
See Ponca
—Continued on Page 13
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Pawhuska secondary schools’ transitioned to distance learning through
Thanksgiving Break.

Pawhuska secondary schools’
transition to distance learning
through Thanksgiving Break
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
This article was first published online on Nov. 17, 2020.
Pawhuska Public Schools’
secondary students will be
staying in distance learning longer than originally
anticipated.
On Nov. 15, the district announced that its junior high
and high school students will
be in distance learning for
the week of Nov. 16-20 after
a student tested positive for
COVID-19. In-person instruction will continue as scheduled
at Indian Camp and Pawhuska elementary schools.
The previous Friday, Nov.
13, was already a distance
learning day for Pawhuska’s
secondary students after a fac-

ulty member tested positive,
prompting the need to disinfect
the campus.
The district is scheduled to be out for Thanksgiving Break the week of
Nov. 23.
According to the Oklahoma
State Department of Health,
Osage County has 221 active
cases as of Nov. 17, including 53 in Pawhuska alone.
Statewide, the number of
COVID-19 cases has increased
by more than 34,000 since
Nov. 1.
The continued rise of
COVID-19 cases is also
impacting
Pawhuska
athletics.
On Nov. 17, Pawhuska Public Schools announced that
See Pawhuska
—Continued on Page 15
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Woodland Public Schools could lose
gifted and talented programming
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
OKLAHOMA CITY — An
Osage County school district
is among a dozen across Oklahoma that could lose state
aid for gifted and talented
programming.
At its Nov. 12 meeting, the
state board of education voted
unanimously to withhold part
of Woodland Public Schools’
2021 state aid connected to the
number of gifted and talented
students served by the district.
Oklahoma’s state aid formula includes an additional
weight for gifted and talented
students to provide additional
financial support for the extra
programming needed to support those students’ educational needs.
However, to get that additional funding, districts are
legally required to turn in annual reports by Aug. 1 listing
out how many gifted and talented students they serve and
what expenses are incurred to
provide extra academic supports or programming. Okla-

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Hominy elementary school transitioned to distance learning Nov. 9
through Nov. 20.
CODY HAMMER/Osage Nation

Woodland Public Schools is located in Fairfax, Oklahoma.

homa’s administrative rules
mandate that any district that
does not turn in such a report
have its gifted and talented
state aid withheld.
Along with the Cherokee
Nation’s immersion school
in Tahlequah, other districts
with missing reports include
Bokoshe, Darlington, Empire, Hanna, Konawa, Oilton,
Thackerville, Varnum, Wainwright and Riverside, a dependent district near El Reno.
Combined, those 12 districts
received $160,000 in gifted
and talented funding during
the previous year.
“These 12 districts are a

very small fraction of the state
aid for gifted and talented,”
OSDE employee Levi Patrick
said, noting that Oklahoma
public schools received $54
million for gifted and talented programming in fiscal
year 2020.
Woodland and the other
districts can have their gifted
and talented state aid restored
if they submit all of their
mandatory expenditure reports by May 31, 2021. If not,
those funds will be distributed
among other school districts
statewide as part of their final
2020-2021 state aid payment
in June.

Health Update

City of Hominy issues mask
mandate, effective immediately
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The City of Hominy issued a
mask mandate for its citizens
as COVID-19 numbers continue to rise in Osage County and
around the state.
Hominy City Manager Jimmie Ratliff issued the order
on Nov. 20 via Facebook Live
from the city’s Facebook page.
The mask mandate is effective immediately. According
to U.S. Census numbers from
2018, Hominy has a population of 3,400.
“The City of Hominy has decided to take a stance, as the
first city to my knowledge, in
Osage County that is issuing
a city-wide mask mandate,”
he said.
Masks will be required in
public places when social distancing isn’t possible. The
Centers for Disease Control
define social distancing as
maintain six feet of separation from someone who isn’t
a family member or living
in your household. The city
also closed all parks, basketball courts and tennis courts.
He said community leaders

Osage News/Screenshot

Hominy City Manager Jimmie Ratliff issued a mask mandate for the city
of Hominy on Nov. 20 via Facebook Live.

backed the decision and also
driving the mandate is the
reduction of hospital bed capacity at every major hospital
in the state due to the rise in
COVID-19 patients.
“Our goal, 100 percent, is
the safety and wellbeing of our
citizens. I would hate to have
it on my conscience to know
we could have done something
else and that we didn’t do our
due diligence and something
happens to somebody,” he said.
According to the Oklahoma State Department of
Health, Oklahoma has a total
of 30,724 active cases of the
COVID-19 virus.
As of Nov. 20, there are a

total of 235 active cases in
Osage County and a total of
1,521 recoveries.
The OSDH provides free
COVID-19 testing at 80 locations throughout Oklahoma
and encourages everyone to
get tested. An interactive map
of testing sites can be found by
clicking here. According to the
Centers for Disease Control,
one of the easiest ways to prevent the spread of COVID-19
is to wear a mask, wash your
hands often, and social/physical distance from others.
To view more data for
the state of Oklahoma, visit: https://coronavirus.health.
ok.gov/

Hominy elementary school
transitions to distance
learning through Nov. 20
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
This article was first published online on Nov. 9, 2020.
With Oklahoma’s COVID-19
case numbers continuing to
climb, area school districts
are still having to make adjustments to accommodate for
public health and safety needs.
On Nov. 9, officials with
Hominy Public Schools announced that due to the
number of staff members in
quarantine, the students at
Horace Mann Elementary will
transition to distance learning
starting the next day through
Nov. 20.
Thanks to one confirmed
positive case, eight faculty
members and 50 students at
the school have been advised
to quarantine by the Osage
County Health Department
due to close contact.
Hominy’s other sites will
continue with in-person instruction. The high school football team’s first round playoff
game against Afton scheduled
for Nov. 13 has been canceled
due to the number of Afton
players in quarantine.
Prior to the steep uptick
in cases statewide, Daposka
Ahnkodapi, the Osage Nation’s
immersion school, announced
on Nov. 3 that it would be
closed through Nov. 18 due to
COVID-19 exposure.
Skiatook High School, which
pivoted to distance learning
on Oct. 23 after 120 students
and four staff members had to
quarantine, resumed in person
instruction on Nov. 9.
Meanwhile, Tulsa Public
Schools moved forward with its
plan to start in-person learning by bringing pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students
into buildings on Nov. 9. Older grades are scheduled to be
brought in on a gradual basis.
However, on a Zoom call
with reporters on Nov. 9, Tulsa
Superintendent Deborah Gist
said the pandemic has shrunk
the district’s substitute teacher pool to one-fourth its normal

size, prompting her and other
administrators to fill in as
needed. In a typical year, the
district relies heavily on retirees to fill substitute teaching
positions
“I get really alarmed when
I see those (case) numbers increasing,” she said. “I also get
frustrated because I know we
have the ability to keep these
numbers down. I know we do.
And the reason I know that is
because around the world, other countries have done it. Other states have done it too.”
Bartlesville Public Schools
is also having to make adjustments to accommodate staffing shortages. On Nov. 8, the
district announced it would
be combining a handful of bus
routes for the week of Nov. 9
due to a lack of bus drivers.
Central Technology Center’s
Drumright campus, which
serves Hominy’s CareerTech
students, also announced on
Nov. 9 that its daytime classes
would all move online effective
Nov. 10.
As of Nov. 9, Oklahoma has
had 138,455 confirmed cumulative cases of COVID-19,
including 14,344 positives reported in the first nine days of
November.
As per the most recent alert
maps published on Nov. 6 by
the Oklahoma State Department of Health, Osage County
has 26.5 cases of COVID-19 for
every 100,000 residents.
Under the recommendations
adopted by the state school
board in July, orange level two
alert is for counties with 2549.9 cases for every 100,000
residents. At that point, school
districts are advised to either
go to distance learning or implement a hybrid schedule to
reduce the number of students
on campus at any given time.
However, the guidance also
notes that those protocols are
non-binding and can be set
aside if the case numbers are
substantially impacted by
facilities that do not readily
lend themselves to community
spread.

Congress hears updates on housing, elder services impacted by COVID-19
Benny Polacca
Osage News
During the 2020 Tzi-Zho
Session, the Seventh Osage
Nation Congress heard various government department
updates and changes on services due to the COVID-19
pandemic, including housing
and elder services.
Those updates and discussions took place in the Congressional Health and Social
Service Committee meetings
held in September during
the regular fall session as
the Congress considered and
passed the 2021 fiscal year
government budgets. Despite
the pandemic, the Congressional session and committee
meetings were held virtually
with several Congress members and Executive Branch
staff participating remotely by electronic means as
part of physical and social
distancing precautions.
In discussing the Housing
Department’s
accomplishments and plans, Director
James Weigant said the southern fencing at the senior housing complex was dilapidated
when he started the director

post and this year, the fencing was replaced with black
chain-link fencing, which
helps ON police officers see
into the backyards while on
patrol duty. For the upcoming
holidays, Weigant said the department plans to make food
gift baskets for the senior residents at Thanksgiving and
Christmastime.
In addition to the CARES
Act funding, Weigant noted
the department also received
COVID-19-related
funding
separately from HUD. He
said the funding was used to
rehabilitate an unoccupied
housing unit that was empty for four years. Weigant
noted the CARES Act funding will continue to be used
for the rental and mortgage
payment forgiveness plan
through December.
Weigant also briefed the
committee on plans to add
additional senior housing
complex units in Pawhuska,
which would comprise five
duplexes containing 10 new
housing units. Weigant said
with architectural planning in
the works, he hoped to break
ground on the project in summer 2021.

As part of the senior housing expansion, Weigant also
announced
an
additional
street and cul-de-sac to be
built will be named “Freeman
Drive” in honor of late Housing Department Director Raymond Joseph “Joe” Freeman
who passed away in July 2019.
“I’m excited for FY 2021
with a greater senior housing
budget and housing budget as
a whole,” Weigant said. “We’ve
implemented a lot of policies
and procedures that I feel like
are streamlining and getting
services out to more people and
faster. It’s been a challenging
year for FY 2020, we’ve had
some turnover and obviously with COVID, Housing was
open through the shutdown,
we’re finally starting to get
back to a little normalcy and
I’m happy to be here.”
Congresswoman Alice Goodfox said she was happy to hear
about a street named after
Freeman. “He was a huge part
of this program for a very long
time … he was my mom’s little
brother, and he was very passionate about this program. As
his niece, I’m really excited to
hear about that.”
Weigant said he had in-

formed the Freeman family
about the street name plans,
adding: “Joe gave 20 years
of his life to the Housing
Department and this is the
least that we can do to show
our appreciation.”
Congresswoman
Brandy
Lemon, chair of the Health
and Social Services Committee, commended Weigant
for his work and data information provided on the
housing and senior housing
plans. “I feel it’s important
for our people to know that
if you intend to or at some
point you would like to be in
senior housing that you really need to get on the wait
list so they can continue to
do surveys and prioritize the
next possibilities of a senior
housing division.
In related senior service
updates, the Nation’s Elder
Nutrition Department (Title
VI) is no longer offering its
weekday dine-in lunches at
its Pawhuska and Fairfax locations due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Instead, the department is offering carry-out
lunch meals and delivery
service to homebound elders

available at the usual suggested prices.
Sue Slinkard, Elder Nutrition Department director,
said people can either drive
up or come to the lobby to
pick up lunches during the
week. “That has worked really well, of course (the elders
and regulars) are missing not
being able to come in and visit
with friends and relatives and
have their social time and I
understand that because we
miss seeing them ourselves,”
she said.
“We’ve learned a lot and
I’m sure there’s still a lot to
be learned,” Slinkard said.
“When and if we reopen the
congregate meals, we’re looking at doing things differently
in our dining rooms just for
the benefit of the health of
our elders.”
Funding for the Elder Nutrition Department comes
from a three-year grant
award from the federal Administration
on
Aging.
Slinkard said she participated in teleconference calls
regarding grant money use
See Covid
—Continued on Page 18
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Congressional special session held virtually as COVID-19 cases increase
Benny Polacca
Osage News
As COVID-19 cases continue to increase in Oklahoma, the Seventh Osage
Nation Congress started its
third special session on Nov.
17 with 10 members attending virtually to maintain
physical distancing.
That morning, Speaker Angela Pratt called the session
to order from the Congressional offices and meeting area
in the Capitol Building along
Pawhuska’s
Main
Street.
The session, like others since
the 2020 Hun-Kah Session
in March, is being held with
Congress members participating by videoconference. Video
and audio recordings of the
sessions and Congressional
committee meetings are live
streamed and available on
the Nation’s website for later
on-demand access.
In her opening Speaker’s
legislative message, Pratt
said: “I hope everyone is doing
well, I believe that as cases are
up in our community and our
world, I have asked that the
members of Congress attend
session remotely for their safety as well as our staff to minimize exposure.”
This is the first Osage Congressional session where all
members excluding the Speaker met virtually. In previous
regular and special sessions
held during the pandemic,
some Congress members opted to attend in-person while
others attended virtually from
home or other off-site locations.

Osage News Screenshot

The 7th Osage Nation Congress meets virtually for the 3rd Special Session on Nov. 17, 2020.

Those who attended in-person
wore masks and sat at small
individual tables spaced out
in the rectangular-shaped
meeting area, which is the
lobby of the former First
National Bank.
Other government personnel allowed in the Congressional office during the
session included Congressional Clerk Shana Robedeaux
who conducts parliamentary
duties for the session and ON
Communications
employees
to run electronic equipment
to live stream the session for
the public.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear also appeared
at the podium to deliver an
executive message at the session’s start to give a synopsis
of items the Congress mem-

bers would be considering
during the session. Those session items include appropriation bills to fund construction
of a new chapel and Wakon
Iron community building for
the Pawhuska village and a
$5 million appropriation bill
to replenish the Nation’s Permanent Fund for government
operation costs during the
two-month shutdowns of the
Nation’s Osage Casinos in
spring 2020.
The special session items remained under consideration as
the Congress voted by majority
to meet again Tuesday Nov. 24
at 10 a.m.
The shift in having a virtual session comes as state
and local government officials
in Oklahoma restate health
recommendations to reduce

COVID-19 spread while some
cities issued mask mandates
one week ahead of the Thanksgiving holiday. On Nov. 20,
the City of Hominy issued a
mask mandate in public places where social distancing isn’t
possible and is the first Osage
County city to do so.
Other regional Oklahoma
cities moving to issue recent
mask mandates within city
limits include Jenks, Sapulpa
and Glenpool in addition to
Tulsa and Oklahoma City.
According to COVID-19 data
reported by the Wah-Zha-Zhe
Health Center, the clinic conducted 177 COVID-19 tests
during the week of Nov. 9-13
with 15 individuals testing
positive. The week before (Nov.
2-6), 180 tests were conducted
and 16 tested positive.

State health officials reported the first COVID-19 case in
Oklahoma on March 6 in Tulsa
County with the patient being
a male in his 50s who recently traveled to Italy. On March
25, health officials reported
the first COVID-19 case in
Osage County. Then-Congressional Speaker Joe Tillman
announced the 2020 HunKah Session (held late March
through April) would be closed
to the public and Congressional rules were waived to allow
Congress members to attend
sessions virtually.
Tillman and Pratt both noted at separate times as Speaker that having the means to
hold sessions virtually is important with some Congress
members being in the highrisk COVID-19 demographic
due to elder age and health
conditions and others opted
for remote session attendance
because they help care for elderly parents and other family
members at home.
In addition to Congressional
sessions closed to the public,
the Congressional Office remains closed to public access
as well with staff and Congress
members remaining accessible
by phone or email.
For information on Congressional sessions, committee
meetings or filed legislation,
the Congressional office can
be reached at (918) 287-5543
or visit the ON Legislative
Branch website at: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who‑we-are/legislative-branch

Congress passes $100K contribution to national Native Americans
memorial and $1.5 million supplement for CARES Act direct assistance
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The National Native American
Veterans
Memorial
opened in Washington, D.C. on
Veterans Day, Nov. 11 and the
Osage Nation is now among
several tribal nations and entities who contributed to the
project.
On Nov. 24, the Seventh
ON Congress unanimously approved a $100,000 contribution
“to the (Smithsonian) National
Museum of the American Indian for the National Native
American Veterans Memorial”
in bill ONCA 21-04 (sponsored
by Congressional Speaker and
Army veteran Angela Pratt).
The funding will come out
of the Nation’s general fund
which will go toward project
costs of the memorial located
on the NMAI grounds at the
National Mall.
“We have countless Osage
veterans and this is long overdue in our Nation to include
a Native American veterans
memorial,” Pratt said during
a Nov. 17 Congressional Cul-

Courtesy photo by NMAI

The National Native American Veterans Memorial opens on Veterans
Day 2020 just outside the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C.

tural Committee meeting. “I
want and hope Osage can be
a part of it,” she said, adding the proposed contribution
received a letter of support
from Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear and his administration officials who are
military veterans.
Pratt said she has been in
contact with NMAI officials for
years after attending an initial

meeting where she gave feedback on ideas for the memorial
concept before the design and
construction efforts started.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, fundraising efforts were
impacted, so the deadline for
contributions was extended.
As part of making a contribution, the Nation’s seal will be
included at the memorial with
other respective tribal nations
and individuals who also donated, she said.
The Native American Veterans Memorial comprises a
stainless-steel circle placed
over a carved stone drum and
includes water features and
benches surrounding in a circle pattern for visitors to gather, remember and reflect.
“This tribute to Native heroes recognizes for the first
time on a national scale the
enduring and distinguished
service of Native Americans in
every branch of the U.S. military,” according to the NMAI
website. “A distinguished
group of Native and non-Native jurors unanimously selected the design concept Warriors’
Circle of Honor by Harvey

Pratt (Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma) from
among more than 120 submissions. Pratt (a Marine Corps
veteran who served during the
Vietnam War) is a self-taught
artist whose works include
themes of Native American
history and tradition and the
Cheyenne people.”
Congressman John Maker,
also an Army veteran, also
applauded the national memorial. “This is something
long overdue for this country
to honor all Native American
veterans especially since we
were at war with the United
States for so long. So maybe
this can be a healing process
for Native Americans and the
federal government, I do thank
them for this project to honor
all Native American veterans,”
he said.
Cultural Committee Chair
and Congressman Scott BigHorse said he supported the
bill and memorial, noting
Osage families, including his,
have generations of veterans
who served in past wars. “Our
(Osage) veterans were also
recognized as Code Talkers in

World War I,” BigHorse said
referring to the commemorative coins issued in November 2013. That year, 33 gold
medals were awarded to those
tribes whose members served
in World War I and II and used
their native languages as code
to relay radio messages to fellow soldiers during battle as
part of fulfilling the Code Talkers Recognition Act of 2008.
Also during the special
session, the Congress unanimously passed a separate appropriation bill (ONCA 21-05
sponsored by Pratt) providing
a $1.3 million supplement to
continue funding the Nation’s
CARES Act Direct Assistance
program through its Nov. 30
deadline for applications. On
Nov. 17 when the special session commenced, Standing
Bear told Congress the federal
CARES Act funding reserved
for the direct assistance program (providing up to $1,200
to each approved Osage applicant) is depleted and his
administration estimated $1.3
See Contribution
—Continued on Page 18
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Osage LLC could start new 8a
Osage Minerals Council
company; Grayhorse broadband Council members and Chief
project still in progress
answer questions at OSA meeting
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

SKIATOOK — Osage LLC is looking
at starting the new year with a new 8a
company.
At the Nov. 19 board of directors
meeting, officials with Osage LLC confirmed that efforts are underway to set
up Osage Governmental Services, a
new entity under the Small Business
Administration’s 8a program.
Hillary McIntosh, Osage LLC’s
general manager, confirmed after the
meeting that the new company will
take on information technology contracts currently held and sought after
by Osage Innovative Solutions, which
is scheduled to graduate from the 8a
program in April.
Entities under the 8a program are
eligible to compete for sole-source
and set-aside federal contracts, as
well as technical assistance and
specific networking and support
opportunities through a mentorprotégé program.
Decisions are still being made about
what additional services will be under the proposed new company’s umbrella, with consideration being given

to facilities management, staffing
and manufacturing.
McIntosh also said that the company will potentially bring on at least one
entry level employee in early 2021 to
help with the new subsidiary. Although
efforts are underway to bolster Osage
LLC’s portfolio, the decision to bring
on another employee hinges in part on
whether Osage LLC is able to renew an
existing contract at Fort Leonard Wood.
“We submitted our bid,” she said. “I
don’t know yet if we’ll get to keep it but
am relatively sure we’ll know by Dec. 1.”
In the interim, the rural broadband
project remains a work in progress.
An agreement with the Oklahoma
Department of Transportation is still
getting worked out by legal counsel
on both sides before construction can
start on the tower sites for Grayhorse
and Bowring.
The project is funded through a $3
million Community Connect grant
through the U.S. Department of Agriculture and a $450,000 matching money appropriation from the Osage Nation
Congress. As per the USDA website,
the grant program helps finance broadband deployment into rural communities where it is not fiscally feasible for
private businesses to provide coverage.

Shareholder checks see slight
increase for December payment
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
The December headright checks are
not quite in the mail yet, but when they
do hit mailboxes, they will reflect an increase in oil field activity from spring.
At the Nov. 18 Osage Minerals Council meeting, the December quarterly
headright payment was formally announced at $2,385 per full headright.
That amount is a 40 percent decrease from December 2019. However,
it was still welcomed as an increase of
$1,015 from September as production
continues to rebound from the spring
production glut that sent oil prices
plummeting and left producers scrambling for storage space.
Since bottoming out in March and
April thanks to the ongoing pandemic, oil prices have continued to bounce
back. As of Nov. 23, West Texas Intermediate is trading at $43.06 per barrel
and the highest posted price for a barrel out of the Osage is $39.75.

“We have seen some increases in the
prices prior to September,” Osage Minerals Council Chairman Andrew Yates
said. “Prices have held pretty steady
around $40 (barrel) lately.
“That’s good news for everyone. For
producers, shareholders. As long as we
stay at that, we can continue to operate. Would like to see it go a bit so we
can see some more activity … but that’s
still good news.”
In her monthly report, Osage Agency
Superintendent Robin Phillips noted
that there is new production activity,
including two injection wells from Perdure and one from Short Oil that is producing 25 barrels per day.
Although the increase from September was feted, Councilwoman Susan
Forman questioned the actual amount
and noted that her calculations based
off of the superintendent’s report generated a different projected headright.
Forman’s calculations placed the December headright as closer to $2,500.
“If there’s a discrepancy, by all means
please send it to me,” Phillips said.

Osage Foundation selling 2020 miniature
roundhouse Christmas ornament
Benny Polacca
Osage News
A miniature replica of an Osage
roundhouse is the Osage Nation Foundation’s 2020 Christmas ornament now
on sale for the holiday season.
The 2020 roundhouse ornament is
the ninth in a series created for the
Foundation’s ornament collection and
is priced at $30 each. All ornaments
can be purchased from the Foundation’s website gift shop at www.osagefoundation.org
The Foundation’s ornament description reads: “The 2020 Osage Foundation Collectible Christmas Ornament
is a copper-plated and 3-D custom
designed replica of a historic Osage
Roundhouse. The Roundhouse, as the
name implies, is a circular building and
is a symbol of heritage, family, Osage
culture and traditions, serving as the
location of annual traditional dances
and celebrations.”
The roundhouse ornament’s release
comes three years after the Hominy
Village’s roundhouse received a 2017
restoration in its same location between the village community building
and the dance arbor. The original Hominy roundhouse structure was estimated to be more than 100 years old and
the newer one is the last remaining
Osage village roundhouse with prior
ones in the Pawhuska and Grayhorse
districts long gone.
Prior year Osage Foundation collectable ornaments include last year’s
24K gold plated 3-D miniature replica
of the ON Museum, which is the oldest
tribally-owned museum in the United States. Other ornaments include
miniature replicas of Osage ballerina
shoes; a woman’s brooch; pair of moccasins; Osage baby cradleboard and the
Osage Nation seal.
“Each year, a new collectible or-

Courtesy Photo

The 2020 roundhouse ornament is the ninth
in a series created for the Foundation’s ornament collection and is priced at $30 each.

nament is designed specific to the
Osage Nation so that a grand tradition and collection can be passed from
one generation to the next,” according
to the Foundation. “Each ornament
comes in its own elegant gift box, including a historical note about the
ornament’s design.”
The prior year Foundation ornaments are also available for $30 each
online and an entire collection set of all
nine ornaments can be purchased for
$230. Shipping costs and sales tax will
also be added to online orders.
Other Foundation online gift shop
merchandise for sale includes customized hats, flags, tumblers and a poster
showing Osage ancestral territory in
the United States.
All proceeds from the Foundation
gift shop sales benefit the charitable
activities and programs conducted
and supported by the Osage Nation
Foundation, including Youth Summer
Camps, charitable grant programs
and historical and cultural restoration and preservation endeavors, the
website states.

Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
Despite rumors to the contrary,
the Osage Minerals Council has not
submitted a TERA application.
When asked point blank by members of the Osage Shareholders Association at its Nov. 15 quarterly
meeting, Councilwoman Susan Forman acknowledged that the Osage
Minerals Council’s task force has
taken several steps toward potentially pursuing an agreement with
the federal government about taking
over some of the minerals estate’s
management components.
But turning in an actual application is not one of those steps just yet.
“We have not filled out an (TERA)
application,” she said. “We just did a
pre-application, which says we are
interested. That was done before we
knew what the inherent federal functions are. We haven’t even gotten to
that point.”
First approved in 2005, a tribal energy resource agreement between a
tribe and the Department of Interior
allows a tribe to review, approve and
manage leases, business agreements
and rights of way for energy development on tribal land without having
to go through the Secretary of Interior every step of the way.
Released in the Dec. 18 edition of
the Federal Register, the updated

TERA regulations lay out parameters for tribes to pursue self-governance agreements for some or all of
the services associated with energy
development, including oil and gas
drilling.
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear reiterated to the approximately 20 members in attendance that
no decisions have been made yet, in
part because they are still waiting
on answers from the Bureau of Indian Affairs about staffing levels, both
in positions that could be taken on
by the Osage Nation and those that
would remain with the federal government.
“We want to put BIA on notice
that we’re coming,” he said. “The BIA
needs to provide us all info they have
on what positions they have, which
ones are unfunded, what’s going on
in Muskogee and what’s going on in
Pawhuska. We need that information.”
Thanks to the ongoing pandemic, the group is meeting entirely via
Zoom. Its next quarterly meeting is
scheduled for Feb. 15, 2021, although
the possibility of additional Zoom tutorials in the interim are a possibility in order to facilitate participation
among members.
“A lot of our members are tech
challenged,” OSA President Julie
Malone said. “I don’t really know how
to overcome that.”

Dance Maker Academy to present
the Nutcracker Ballet on Dec. 12-13
Dance Maker Academy
Returning to Pawhuska’s beautiful Constantine Theater, Dance Maker Academy is pleased to present its
fourth annual production of the Nutcracker Ballet, Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. and
Dec. 13 at 3 p.m.
This year the production features
47 local dancers ages 6-18 in this
all-children ballet. The colorful scenery and dazzling costumes enhance
Tchaikovsky’s iconic score as the Sugar
Plum Fairy, our heroine Clara, danc-

ing toys, mischievous mice, sparkling
snowflakes, waltzing flowers and cast
take you on a magical journey to mystical lands. This full-length traditional
production is choreographed and directed by Jenna Smith LaViolette after
Pavel Rotaru.
“We thank our sponsors, the Osage
Foundation, Osage Casinos, and Jerry
and Marlene Mosley and many others
for helping us continue the legacy of
ballet in the Osage, and we look forSee Nutcracker
—Continued on Page 18
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Osage News
Holiday Gift Guide 2020
The holidays are coming up and with the ongoing pandemic
shoppers will be searching online for that perfect gift for loved
ones and friends this holiday season. We are providing a list of
Osage-owned businesses you can choose from to fulfill all your
holiday and gift needs!
Addie Roanhorse,
custom made leggings and apparel
Give the gift of Osage-themed leggings,
scarves, hats, jewelry, artwork and more!
facebook.com/bigraingallery
Ah-Tha-Tse Catering
Give the gift of a delicious meal! facebook.
com/AhThaTse
Amy’s Custom Creations,
Items and Apparel
Adorable appliqué t-shirts for toddlers
and kids. Lots of great vinyl shirts and
other items! Embroidery for shawls, dance
skirts and blankets.
facebook.com/amytreatscustomcreations
Bonnie Pratt, Moccasins and Beadwork
(918) 287-6428
Dance Maker Academy: Give the gift of
dance! www.dancemaker.net. For more
information call (918) 704-4668.
Dancingbluestone
Handmade jewelry by TL Salisbury. Silver
work, turquoise, rings, hats, necklaces,
bracelets, brooches and more! Call (562)
760-5573 or email at tlynn@elcholo.com
Check out their website at www.dancingbluestone.com
Dante Biss-Grayson
Osage Artist and Fashion Designer
Art available at dantebissgrayson.faso.com.
Commissions available!
Sky-Eagle Collection
20% Discount use promo code: Osage2020
www.skyeaglecollection.com
Sky-Eagle Collection T-Shirts
50% of the Proceeds go to MMIW
Advocacy Groups
represent.com/store/sky-eagle-collection
The Fairfax Chief
Give the gift of a paid subscription! Call
(918) 642-3814 or visit them online at
facebook.com/FairfaxChief1
Gaga’s Creations – Screen printing and
embroidery. Shawls, blankets, skirts, bags,
and more! Phone: (918) 698-8897 Email:
gagascreations18@gmail.com
facebook.com/Gagascreations18
Hair Razors
Give the gift of a makeover! Hair, Nails,
Shellac, Acrylic, Manicures, Pedicures,
Eye Lash extensions, cuts, colors, perms,
waxing, Retail items in stock, Spray tan.
facebook.com/Hairrazors3434
Joe Don Brave, Art and Merchandise
Give the gift of art!
joedonbraveart.com
Mina’s Baby Boutique
Give the gift of designer baby clothes!
minasbabyboutique.com
Mudpies
A gift shop located in downtown Pawhuska that offers chic home décor, clothing
and cooking wares. Call them at (918)
287-3900 or visit their store at 537 Leahy
Street. Visit their Facebook page at
facebook.com/mudpies
Osage Nation Foundation
All proceeds benefit the Osage Nation
Foundation for the Osage citizenry.
Christmas ornaments, limited edition
Pendleton blankets, Osage Nation flags,
hats and more.
www.osagefoundation.org
Osage Nation Visitors Center
Located at the corner of Lynn Avenue
and Main Street in Pawhuska. They are
currently not taking cards, so have your
cash handy!

Osage News 2021 Calendars
The Osage News 2021 Calendar is filled
with photos from our coverage of the
Osage Nation! Photos by Cody Hammer,
Benny Polacca and Shannon Shaw Duty
are featured. Reserve your calendar by
calling (918) 287-5668, email us at osagenews@osagenation-nsn.gov or message us
on Facebook.
Osage Trading Company
Native American Tobacco, Pendleton
Blankets, Native American Jewelry,
Shawls, BEX Sunglasses, Hy-O Silver Jewelry, Native American Traditional Items.
www.facebook.com/osagetradingco
Reduced Lunch Photography
Give the gift of professional photography!
Buy sessions for a friend or family, or
schedule your own.
facebook.com/ReducedLunchPhotography
Sarah Megyn Kelley,
Mary Kay Cosmetics Consultant
Give the gift of cosmetics and facial care!
marykay.com/skelley9614
Star Bar LLC
Delicious buttery Toffee treats topped
with pecans. Flavors are Toffee, Chocolate,
and Cinnamon. (918) 857-5158, email:
starbarforyou@gmail.com
Spurs and Arrows
All things Osage County! Tees, Caps,
Purses, Jewelry, Souvenirs, Pendleton &
Home Goods.
facebook.com/spursandarrows
Sunny Slope Boutique
Women’s Clothing store.
facebook.com/sunnyslopeboutique
Supernaw’s Oklahoma Indian Supply
A Native American owned and operated
business since 1969 specializing in seed
beads, cut beads, beading supplies, leather,
silver jewelry, Native American
supernaws.com
Waterbird Gallery
The Water Bird Gallery features Native
American Art, turquoise jewelry, new and
vintage Native American clothing/items,
cedar chests, gifts and more!
facebook.com/TheWaterBirdGallery

Courtesy Photo/Melissa Lukenbaugh

Tulsa Artist Fellow Sarah Ahmad works in her studio.

Tulsa Artist Fellowship provides
sustainability for artists
Abby Mashunkashey
Tulsa Artist Fellowship
TULSA, OK—Tulsa Artist Fellowship, a place-based durational award
that was initiated by the George Kaiser Family Foundation, announces its
2021-2023 application. Open to profes-sionally established artists and arts
workers of any medium or discipline,
the submission pro-cess begins Friday, Nov. 20, 2020 and closes Friday,
Jan. 15, 2021. Tulsa Artist Fellowship
(TAF) awards include a $40,000 stipend, fully subsidized living and studio
space within Tulsa’s Arts and Greenwood Districts for two years.
Uncertainty due to COVID-19 has
greatly impacted the arts across the
globe igniting a sense of urgency for
TAF to provide critical support for both
current and future program participants. For Tulsa Artist Fellows transitioning out of the program at the end
of 2020, TAF has extended support including subsidized housing, program
transition stipend and continued access to the program’s studio facilities
for an additional full year.
“We have been carefully shaping
how our program can optimally support arts practitioners navigating the
pandemic,” says Tulsa Artist Fellow
Executive Director Carolyn Sickles.
“It is an immense privilege to provide
scaffolding for individuals entering and
exiting our program. We are incredibly
grateful that the George Kaiser Family
Foundation understands this critical
need and continues to provide groundbreaking levels of support to artists
and arts workers.”
Tulsa Artist Fellowship awards are
merit-based, not project focused. Fellows are encouraged to engage with
the City of Tulsa through a variety

of community touchpoints including
readings, symposiums, publications,
exhibitions, performance, public projects and art talks. Due to the pandemic, all community engagement events
have pivoted to virtual or outdoor platforms, and all studio spaces are closed
to the public. Each Tulsa Artist Fellow
has a private, individual workspace to
allow for social distancing.
“The framework of the Fellowship
has allowed me to create work that
is crucial to my career and exhibition
schedule,” says clay and fabric artist
Anita Fields. “It provides opportunities to collaborate, dialogue, and share
my practice with a greater audience.
Tulsa Artist Fellowship supports and
values the creative endeavors of artists
and their contributions towards social
change in the chaotic environment of
today’s world.”
Tulsa Artist Fellowship engages
new Tulsans, brings Tulsans home,
and honors Tulsans who are here
making meaningful artistic contributions. Applications are reviewed by a
national panel of arts professionals,
past award recipients and Fellowship
stakeholders. The program seeks a
diverse community of artistic practitioners, including artists, curators,
writers, publish-ers, and performers.
Awardees will join current Tulsa Artist
Fellows and Arts Integration Grantees
which is currently at a critical mass
of 51 recipients. This concentration of
arts practi-tioners allows the sharing
of and accessibility to innovative ideas,
and opens up opportunities for education, spurring social awareness and
change. To date, 94 artists and arts
workers have been awarded a Tulsa
Artist Fellowship.
See Fellowship
—Continued on Page 14

We.ome.pe Designs, Art and Jewelry
Give the gift of Osage-themed jewelry!
Online store, jewelry, apparel, everything
is 15% off until Dec. 7.
www.weomepedesigns.com

Books

Give the gift of literature by purchasing
one of these books by Osage authors:
• “A Pipe for February,” by the late
Charles Red Corn
• “The Deaths of Sybil Bolton,” by Dennis
McAuliffe
• “Colonial Entanglement,” by Jean
Dennison
• “The Osages,” by the late John Joseph
Mathews
• “Osage Dictionary,” by Carolyn Quintero
• “Frybread for Addie,” by Mindy Standley
• “Addie, Be Brave,” by Mindy Standley
• “Osage Indian Bands and Clans,” by the
late Louis F. Burns
• “An Eagle Nation,” by Carter Revard
• “Maria Tallchief: America’s Prima Ballerina,” by Larry Kaplan, Maria Tallchief
• “The Osage Timeline,” by Lou Brock
• “Traditions of the Osage,” by Garrick
Bailey
• “Like a Hurricane: The Indian Movement from Alcatraz to Wounded Knee,”
by Paul Chaat Smith and Robert
Warrior
• “The People and the Word: Reading
Native Nonfiction,” by Robert Warrior
• “Wedding Clothes and the Osage Community: A Giving Heritage,” by Daniel
C. Swan and Jim Cooley
If there is a Osage-owned business left off
this list, please send the information to
osagenews@osagenation-nsn.gov.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Museum Facebook page

This painting by Osage artist Joe Don Brave and others will be on view at the ONM beginning Dec. 18 for the “Creativity 2020: Art from the Community” exhibit.

Osage Nation Museum to
open new exhibit Dec. 18
Osage News
Some familiar faces will soon welcome visitors of the Osage Nation
Museum.
On Dec. 18, the museum’s latest
exhibit, Creativity 2020: Art from
the Community will open virtually to
the community. The exhibit will run
through Feb. 12, 2021.
ONM Director Marla Redcorn-Miller
said she received help from Osage elder Rosemary Wood and former ONM
Director Kathryn RedCorn curate
the exhibit.

“The exhibit Creativity 2020: Art
from the Community provides a space
for individuals to share the creative
work that they have been engaged in
since the Spring of 2020, when the
United States first began experiencing the effects of COVID-19,” Redcorn-Miller said. “The ONM issued
a call for art to community members
to find out what has been on their
hearts and minds as we navigate this
global crisis.”
See Exhibit
—Continued on Page 13
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John Henry Mashunkashey, Osage, United States Marine Corps veteran. Veterans
Day, Nov. 11, 2020.
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Harold Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198 members of Pawhuska stand for a
group photo at the Pierce St. John Cemetery on Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2020.

The American flag and the Osage Nation flag fly together at the Grayhorse Cemetery on Nov. 11, 2020.
Veterans from the Harold Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198 gave a presentation about Veterans Day to Pawhuska Public School students on
Nov. 11, 2020.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Harold Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198 members
set out ammo blanks in preparation for the 21-gun salute on
Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2020.

James Trumbly, Osage, United States
Army veteran. Veterans Day, Nov. 11,
2020.

Rifles are cleaned and inspected by Harold
Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198
members on Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2020.

Portrait of Charles Bighorse, Osage, United States Army veteran. Nov. 11, 2020.

Harold Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198 members prepare to start
the Veterans Day schedule.

Veterans from the Harold Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198 gave a presentation about Veterans Day to Pawhuska Public School students on Nov. 11, 2020.

Harold Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198
members fire a 21-gun salute in honor of Veterans
at the Pierce St. John Cemetery on Veterans Day,
Nov. 11, 2020.

A “Thank you” sign outside of the Pawhuska
Public Schools shows support on Veterans Day,
Nov. 11, 2020.
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Appropriations
–from Page 1
after the COVID-19 pandemic reached
Oklahoma. Standing Bear proposed
the building projects and permanent
fund replenishment be made with tribal
funds from the $20.4 million “true-up”
deposit made by the Gaming Enterprise
Board to the Nation’s government on
Sept. 30 which was the last day for the
Nation’s 2020 fiscal year calendar.
News of the $20.4 million “true-up”
brought hope to those Osage Congress
members and Standing Bear who supported the proposal to fund the longstanding Pawhuska Village projects,
which were not considered in the 2020
Tzi-Zho Session due to lack of unappropriated funding after Congress
approved the FY 2021 government
budgets leaving $1.9 million in remaining unappropriated projected revenue
for the fiscal year. Standing Bear told
Congress that timing was crucial in
approving funds to start the Pawhuska
Village projects bidding process as soon
as possible otherwise the new buildings
would not be completed until 2023.
With the $20.4 million deposit made
on the last day of FY 2020, Standing
Bear told Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt in an Oct. 20 memo the
money automatically became tribal
funds to be deposited in the Nation’s
Retained Revenue Fund. Discussion
and debate on the $20.4 million’s status arose during the special session
committee meetings.
When the Congressional Appropriations Committee met, questions on the
Nation’s finances were raised including
the status of the Nation’s annual audits and whether the $20.4 million was
available for appropriations with unfinished audits. The retained revenue
law, as written, states: “The Retained
Revenue Fund shall be funded by the
tribal funds unobligated from the previous fiscal year as reported by the
Treasurer of the Osage Nation upon
completion of the annual audit.”
On the special session’s first day,
Treasurer Jim Littleton told the appropriations committee the Nation’s audit
for FY 2019 was not yet complete and
work on FY 2020’s audit had not started. After committee meeting discussion

Vaccine
–from Page 1
ly spring and will treat most of the
patients of the clinic, he said. Phase
three will be in late spring, early
summer and will treat the rest of the
population.
Shaw said the health center staff
will administer the vaccine much like
they did the testing for COVID-19,
with drive-thru opportunities in
Pawhuska, Hominy and Fairfax, or
by appointment.
Currently, the health center has
around 5,800 patients and about
50 percent of those are Osage tribal
members, he said.
Of the three known vaccinations made by drug companies
Pfizer, Moderna, and AstraZeneca
in partnership with Oxford University, Shaw expects the health
center to receive the vaccine made
by Pfizer.
According to The Washington Post,
the federal government is sending
6.4 million doses of the Pfizer vaccine to the Bureau of Prisons, the Defense and State departments, Indian
Health Ser-vice and the Veterans
Health Administration. The minimum order will include 975 doses.
Pfizer filed for the emergency authorization of its vaccine on Nov. 20 and

on the retained revenue law and questions raised, Littleton sought an informal Attorney General’s opinion.
Littleton asked AG Clint Patterson
“if the amount that the Osage Nation
received from the Osage Casino on
09/30/20, can be classified as Retained
Revenue prior to the completion of the
FY 09/30/20 audit.” Patterson responded in a Nov. 18 letter: “The answer is
no ... In reading the plain meaning
of each word in context, unobligated
funds cannot be considered retained
earnings until the audit is completed.”
In response to the committee discussion and AG opinion, Congresswoman
Brandy Lemon sponsored and filed
bill ONCA 21-08 on Nov. 19 to make
“a one-time exemption” from the retained revenue law for the $20 million. “Congresswoman Lemon’s bill
would’ve released those funds to replenish the Permanent Fund and fund
the chapel and community building
for the Pawhuska District,” Standing
Bear said.
According to Osage law, after a
special session has commenced, “the
proclamation may only be amended
by affirmative vote of consent by twothirds of the members. Notice of the
vote on amending the Proclamation
must be provided to the members two
days in advance of the vote.”
In following the special session law,
Lemon made a motion to amend the
proclamation to include consideration
of ONCA 21-08 on Nov. 24, but it failed
with a 7-4 vote and one absence at the
time from Congressman Scott BigHorse due to an appointment, according to Speaker Angela Pratt.
Voting “no” to amend the proclamation were Congressmen John Maker,
Joe Tillman, Eli Potts and RJ Walker.
“Yes” votes came from Alice Goodfox,
Billy Keene, Lemon, Jodie Revard,
Pam Shaw, Paula Stabler and Pratt.
With the lack of votes to add ONCA 2108 to the proclamation, the sponsors for
the three bills at issue then withdrew
the respective legislation from further
action since those bills requested that
the appropriation amounts come from
the retained revenue fund versus the
general fund in the Nation’s Treasury.
“Due to the failure of the proclamation (amendment vote), this means
that the funds are not available for
could have approval by the beginning
of December.
Pfizer’s vaccine is 95 percent effective and must be stored at a temperature of minus-70 Celsius (minus-94
Fahrenheit). Shaw said the health
center has ordered a new refrigeration system to store the vaccine and
it is on its way.
Both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines require two doses at varying
intervals, an initial shot and then a
booster shot 21 days later that helps
maintain immunity to the virus. According to CNBC, both companies
have acknowledged that their vaccines could induce side effects that
are similar to symptoms associated
with mild COVID-19, such as muscle pain, chills and headache. Dr.
Sandra Fryhofer of the American
Medical Association told CNBC she’s
worried patients won’t come back for
the second dose, but they have to.
The Wahzhazhe Health Center is
conducting a COVID-19 Vaccination
Survey for their patients to assess
how they feel about the vaccine and
how their households are structured.
Many families within the Osage
reservation are multigenerational
and many elders suffer from comorbidities. To take the survey, visit
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
ONHealthServices_COVID19_VaccinationSurvey

anything,” said Stabler who sponsored
bills ONCA 20-65 and ONCA 21-02
seeking a combined $7.4 million for
the Wakon Iron chapel and community building projects. “I felt like there’s
light at the horizon, I feel like this
money was a Godsend and we choose to
look away. Because of that at this time,
I am forced to withdraw (the bills) due
to the lack of funding.”
After Stabler withdrew her bills,
Revard said: “I’m going to have to also
withdraw ONCA 21-03, this legislation
was proposed to replenish our permanent fund and at this time ... I’m very
disheartened that I thought that Congress had agreed with me at any time
we had the ability to replenish our
permanent fund that provides direct
services, direct assistance to our people that I would have that support. In
seeing that I don’t, then unfortunately
I am going to have to withdraw my bill
at this time.”
In the Appropriations Committee
discussion on Nov. 17, Congressional
Budget Analyst Jordan Fraser provided the committee with a retained
revenue fund report, which noted a
negative-$66,000 balance prompting
the discussion on the retained revenue law and communication with the
Treasurer’s office. Littleton confirmed
Fraser’s report was accurate noting
transactions for past legislative bills
were missing which led to the negative
balance. As for the audits, Littleton
said the FY 2019 audit is nearly complete with his office providing 5-10 remaining items to the third-party audit
firm before the audit opinion is issued
and then work would commence on the
FY 2020 audit.
Littleton also told the committee
the $20 million “true-up” is in the Nation’s general fund pending discussion
on a separate legislative item, which
is ONCR 21-01 (also sponsored by Revard, who is the current Appropriations
Committee Chair), which is a “resolution to approve the Financial Management Plan and Investment Strategy
of the Osage Nation.” The resolution
passed unanimously on Nov. 24.
In a Nov. 20 statement, Potts raised
concern with the retained revenue fund
discussion, adding he opposed efforts to
amend the retained revenue law making
the $20 million available ahead of the
two audits’ completion. “This isn’t difficult: complete the audits and follow the
law. We shouldn’t be changing or suspending laws to get what we want. We
have an obligation to be fiscally responsible and sensible, especially during the
continued worldwide pandemic,” Potts
said in his statement.
In the same statement, Tillman and
Maker also expressed concern with
changing the law during the pandemic. “Now isn’t the time to change laws

so we can appropriate millions of dollars to build brick and mortar when
we have people worried about food
and water. My preference is to wait
until the Spring, when hopefully the
audits are completed, reevaluate, and
then make better decisions for the sake
of the Osage Nation and its People,”
Tillman said.
“It is our duty to provide accurate
legislation and information to the
Osage citizens. The Congress has to be
transparent in everything we do, and
we can’t make good decisions concerning our Osage Nation revenue without
updated accurate numbers from the
Treasurer,” said Congressman Maker.
During committee discussion on
possibly amending the retained revenue fund law, Walker said: “I’m not
necessarily in favor of going down that
road right now. We’ve had a month to
prepare for this session and that plain
language has been in that bill from a
long time ago.”
With the unprecedented $20 million “true-up” deposit made after a
budget approval, Congressional legal counsel Loyed “Trey” Gill referred
to it as “obviously a unique situation” as he also participated in the
committee discussion.
Lemon expressed concern in whether
Congress had access to funding in the
event the COVID-19 pandemic caused
worse-case scenarios including another shutdown of the casinos impacting
revenue or if other lockdown measures
are mandated due to spreading. Afterward, she told Congress she would be
proposing legislation “to work for us in
the best interest of the people.”
Pratt noted Congress has voted to
amend laws many times so the idea
is not unprecedented. “Sometimes we
write legislation because it’s in our
best interest at the time, it’s how we
see it at the time. I think sometimes we
write legislation that doesn’t fit all our
different scenarios or best interests.
We also have the ability to amend the
law to assist in our situation, I think
we have the ability to make it work for
us,” she said.
With no amended proclamation to
consider Lemon’s bill and after separate remaining legislation items received approval from Congress, the
special session was adjourned Nov. 24.
“I am disappointed the Permanent
Fund was not replenished and the new
chapel and community building for the
people of the Pawhuska District was
not funded,” Standing Bear said. “I will
work with the Treasurer and Congress
to regroup, share all accurate information, and then call another Special Session to put to good use the $20 million
provided by Osage Casinos on September 30.”

Ponca

after the district had to move one of
its largest elementary schools, Kendall-Whittier Elementary, entirely to
distance learning due to an insufficient
number of available substitute teachers to cover multiple teachers in quarantine from outside exposures.
As of Nov. 19, the district has about
140 people in its substitute teacher
pool and more than 600 classrooms
open across its 44 elementary schools.
Like Kay County, Tulsa County is in
the red zone, with 60.5 active cases per
capita as of Nov. 19.

–from Page 5
until Jan. 4, 2021, along with all
secondary students.
Students in third grade and under
are still scheduled to resume in-person instruction after Thanksgiving,
although Superintendent Deborah Gist
does have authority from the school
board to stop or change that as conditions warrant.
The move came less than 24 hours

Exhibit
–from Page 9
She said 33 artists answered the
call and submitted a rich and diverse collection of paintings, prints,
textiles, photography, ceramics and
sculpture. She saw the works as visual statements of resilience, creativity, and community.
She welcomed the community to
share their experiences of the past
year and use the museum as a forum
for their creativity.
“There is no lack of evidence supporting the healing and therapeutic
properties of art making, and we
would like to be that space where
we can gather as a community – either physically or virtually – to share
and learn from another and support
one another through the exchange of
ideas,” she said.
Virtual Opening: Dec. 18, 2020 at
7 p.m. To register for opening, please
visit: osagenationcreativity.com.
In person viewing: The Museum
will reopen to the public with timed
ticketed entry beginning Friday, Dec.
18, 2020 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 pm. To
obtain your FREE tickets, please visit osagenationcreativity.com or call
(918) 287-5441.
Artists featured in Creativity
2020: Art from the Community
• Norman Akers
• Dante Biss-Grayson

• Vincent “Joe Don” Brave
• Preston S. Brave
• Vada Cass
• Vin Cass
• Dena Cosby
• Sarah Elsberry
• Ashley Fenton
• Anita Fields
• Jessica Rosemary Harjo
• Jonathan Lunsford
• Keli Mashburn
• Ross Mashunkashey
• Cortney Jean Metzger
• Erica Moore
• Ted Moore
• John Parker
• Elise Paschen
• Wendy Ponca
• Dow RedCorn
• Moira RedCorn
• R.A. RedCorn
• Addie Roanhorse
• Susan Shannon
• Ruth Shaw
• Shannon Shaw Duty
• Arabel Standing Bear
• Alex Ponca Stock
• Jen Tiger
• Mary Jo Trumbly
• Jarica Walsh
• Rosemary Wood
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WahZhaZhe Looking Glass
Per an agreement with the Osage Nation Museum, these photos were purposely blurred
as they can only be reproduced in the actual
printed newspaper, not any other format, including this electronic version of the Osage
News. To see the original images, get a copy of
the latest printed issue of the Osage News or
visit the Osage Museum.
All Photos Courtesy / Osage Nation Museum

P01-0037A a) L-R: Addie Cunningham, Fanny Beartrack, Delores Lookout, Beverly Mills,
Katherine Cunningham, Armita Lookout. b) L-R: Francis Wheeler, Myron Red Eagle, Loren
Pasetopah, Tony Red Eagle, Paul Pasetopah, Mongrain Lookout. Osage Museum, ca. 1945.
Photographer unknown.

Per an agreement with the Osage Nation Museum, these photos were purposely blurred
as they can only be reproduced in the actual
printed newspaper, not any other format, including this electronic version of the Osage
News. To see the original images, get a copy of
the latest printed issue of the Osage News or
visit the Osage Museum.
P01-0038 Bill Joe Fletcher. Pawhuska, ca. 1945. Photographer unknown.

Our Osage Hills
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News

Michael Snyder, who wrote the
striking biography John Joseph
Mathews: An Osage Life is back with
Our Osage Hills, a collection that
braids newspaper columns Mathews’
wrote for the Pawhuska Journal-Capital between March 1930 and August
1931 with Snyder’s essays giving
context to Mathews’ position in the
Osage.
Our Osage Hills: Toward an Osage
Ecology and Tribalography of the Early Twentieth Century is a significant
work. Snyder uses Mathews’ columns
as a window into Mathews’ understanding of the Osage, its geology, its
flora and fauna, as well as its human
inhabitants. Snyder’s interwoven es- Ruby Hansen Murray
says describe Mathews’ position in the
community amidst the challenges of between the Osage Tribal Council
the 1920s and 1930s, as well as voic- and the Department of the Interior,
ing aspects of the community usually in his essay “Chief Bacon Rind, Henleft silent, such as environmental rac- ry Red Eagle, William Mathews,
ism in “Pawhuska Flood” and amend- E-stah-o-gre-she, and the Osage Tribments to the 1884 Osage Constitution al Council versus the Department of
that banned African Americans from the Interior.”
Mathews’ photographs are inliving in the Osage. Snyder draws conthroughout,
bringing
nections and raises questions unad- terspersed
dressed in David Grann’s Killers of the Mathews’ love of the Osage to the
pages. Snyder offers a significant reFlower Moon.
Snyder aimed to create an source to the Osage people, in his bibOsage-centric study of Mathews liography and comprehensive notes.
and he’s done that with a foreword Mathews articulates his own philosoby Russ Tall Chief, interviews with phy as a naturalist, a conservationalKathryn Redcorn and Raymond Red- ist, and a member of the Izaak Walton
corn III, and Russ Tall Chief, and League, one of America’s first conserby describing the family and polit- vation groups. A geologist, Mathews
ical relationships between various called attention to environmental
Osages and community members, damage from the oil industry, even as
especially in such sections as “Osage he saw the oil derrick as natural to the
Women and Others,” and “Critique of Osage. Enjoying the Osage from his
car, Mathews was grateful to the peSettler Colonialism.”
Reading the book is like being part troleum that made that trip possible,
of a conversation with multi-genera- appreciates the geological processes
tional references, listening to gossip that formed the Osage. In his first
column, Mathews wrote that the oil
from relatives.
Snyder identified Mathews’ col- derrick symbolized “the commercial
umns, signed only JJM, pouring over romance and the material well-being
microfilm copies of the Pawhuska of a race,” calling attention to the “hisJournal-Capital from the Oklahoma tory of those hills and valleys.”
Our Osage Hills, a tribalography,
History Research Center. Snyder is
an associate teaching professor in the as Snyder calls it, is like a good biCollege of Arts and Sciences at the ography, bringing events and people
University of Oklahoma, whose biog- close, letting us hear stories of famraphy of Mathews was a finalist for ily members and community, while
drawing connections that illuminate
the Oklahoma Book Award.
Having immersed himself in Osage ongoing issues for the Osage Nation.
Osages will find echoes of familiar
history for the biography, Snyder
is prepared to record and parse the voices, contemporary issues and ongocomplicated relationships within the ing struggle in these pages.
Michael Snyder. Our Osage Hills:
political world of the Osage, its environmental and economic battles and Toward an Osage Ecology and Tribathe political factions within the Na- lography of the Early Twentieth Cention. Snyder describes the struggles tury. Lehigh University Press, 2020.

Fellowship
–from Page 9
“The Tulsa Artist Fellowship has
supported my work in ways I had not
anticipated,” says multi-disciplinary
artist Kalup Linzy. “Many ideas I’ve
had for years. Either I did not have
the time or the means to execute them.
Over the past few years, I have been
able to release new music, develop my
previous video and collage work, pres-

Per an agreement with the Osage Nation Museum, these photos were purposely blurred
as they can only be reproduced in the actual
printed newspaper, not any other format, including this electronic version of the Osage
News. To see the original images, get a copy of
the latest printed issue of the Osage News or
visit the Osage Museum.

P01-0039 Gerald Oglesby; black and white postcard. Pawhuska, ca. 1942. Williams Studio.

ent live performances, develop a fashion line and map out ways I can better
serve our art community as I move into
the future. My experi-ence in the program has been truly inspiring.”
Tulsa Artist Fellowship anticipates offering up to ten awards that
will be announced in June 2021. The
2021-2023 Fellowship term begins
in August 2021 and ends July 2023.
Additional Fellowship details and application information can be found at
tulsaartistfellowship.org.

Community
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Signed copies of ‘The Deaths of Sybil
Bolton’ available at Treats in Fairfax
Osage News
FAIRFAX, Okla. – Treats
now has signed copies of “The
Deaths of Sybil Bolton: Oil,
Greed, and Murder on the
Osage Reservation,” available
for purchase.
The book, written by Dennis McAuliffe Jr., Osage
writer and editor at the
Washington Post, is a gripping testimony of McAuliffe’s
journey to investigate the
murder of his Osage grandmother Sybil Bolton during
the Osage Reign of Terror in
1925 Pawhuska.
The book is a page-turner
that will resonate with many
Osages. The Chicago Review
Press re-published the book
with a new cover and a new
foreword by David Grann,
award-winning
jour-nalist
and author of the bestselling,
“Killers of the Flower Moon:
The Osage Murders and the
Birth of the FBI.”
The following is an excerpt
from Grann’s foreword:
“Through his remarkable
research and compassion, he
has shed an essential light
on this past. His exquisitely

Union
–from Page 5
Payne said. “Outside of Union
circles, the name is widely considered an offensive term.”
Osage Casinos CEO Byron
Bighorse was among the Union
alumni appointed to the committee. In an email, he said he
said was very happy that the
board followed the committee’s
recommendation.
“It’s time,” he said.

Congratulations!

Courtesy Photo/The Fairfax Chief

Dennis McAuliffe Jr., Osage writer and editor at the Washington Post,
signs copies of his book, “The Deaths of Sybil Bolton: Oil, Greed, and
Murder on the Osage Reservation.” Signed copies are available at
Treats in Fairfax.

written account, “The Deaths
of Sybil Bolton,” was first
published in 1994, and now
has thankfully been reprinted in this new edition by the
Chicago Review Press. The
work contains a moving autobiography along with a true
who-done-it. And it serves as
powerful testimony—testimoAlthough the change takes
effect immediately, Union officials said it will take several
months to catalog and address
all the places across the district that have some form of
the mascot, such as locker
room murals, room signs and
uniforms.
No action was taken by the
board to introduce or endorse
a replacement mascot and
no concrete timetable was
given for when one would be

ny of one of the most sinister
crimes in American history,
which for too long has been
erased from official accounts,
like the death of Sybil Bolton.
McAuliffe has helped to imbed this history where it belongs—in our conscience.”
For more information, call
(405) 845-2081.
introduced. In the interim,
the district’s extracurricular
teams will simply be known
as “Union.”
According to 2019-2020
enrollment figures from the
Oklahoma Department of Education, Union has about 16,000
students, making it the state’s
ninth largest school district.
Statewide enrollment counts
for the current school year
have not yet been released.

L ocal E vents C alendar
DECEMBER
December 8
Culture & Drugs Don’t Mix
Spiritual Health
Osage.PFS@gmail.com
December 11
Tree of Giving
Deadline for donations
More information, (918)
287-5209
December 12
Holiday Market 2020
Osage County Agricultural
Building
Masks Required
(918) 287-5595
December 15
2021 Health Benefit
Enrollment
Deadline
December 21
First Day of Winter
December 22
Culture & Drugs Don’t Mix
Emotional Health
Osage.PFS@gmail.com
December 24
Christmas Eve
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
December 25
Christmas
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
December 31
New Year’s Eve
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

JANUARY 2021
January 15
Tulsa Artist Fellowship
deadline
TAF awards include a
$40,000 stipend, fully
subsidized living and
studio space within Tulsa’s

Arts and Greenwood
Districts for two years.
www.tulsaartistfellowship.org
January 18
Martin Luther King Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
January 19
Culture & Drugs Don’t Mix
Mental Health
Osage.PFS@gmail.com
January 31
Deadline for American
Indian Law School
Scholarship
Harvard Law School
Collegefund.org/
harvardlaw

JULY
July 2 & 5
Independence Day Holiday
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

SEPTEMBER
September 6
Labor Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

OCTOBER
October 11
Osage Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

FEBRUARY

NOVEMBER

February 2
Culture & Drugs Don’t Mix
Passing on the Healing
Osage.PFS@gmail.com

November 11
Veterans Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

February 15
Presidents’ Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

November 25 & 26
Thanksgiving Holiday
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

MARCH

DECEMBER

March 12
Osage Nation Sovereignty
Day (Observed)
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

December 23 & 24
Christmas Holiday
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

APRIL
April 2
Good Friday
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

MAY
May 31
Memorial Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

December 31
New Year’s Eve
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
•••

Have an event? Send event information to the Osage News, Attn.:
Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah,
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax to (918)
287-5563. Make sure to include
event date, location, email and web
address (if applicable) and a phone
number where someone can be contacted for validation, if necessary.
Deadline for each subsequent issue
of the Osage News is the 18th of every month.

Congratulations to Peyton
Pearson, Osage/Cherokee, who
was named to the Top Drawer Women’s Soccer Team of
the Week Nov. 17! Pearson is
a freshman at Kansas State
University and she “won her
collegiate debut, blanking Texas Tech in a 2-0 win. She made
nine saves, facing a total of 28
shots as Kansas State finished
the fall season with back-toback Big 12 wins.”
Peyton played goalkeeper
for the Broken Arrow Tigers
and was named as a 2019 Allstate All-American and was
the third-ranked goalkeeper in
Oklahoma her senior year of
high school.
Peyton is the daughter of
Scott and Kimberly (Revard)
Pearson and they are from
the Grayhorse District. She is
the granddaughter of former
Osage Nation Congressman
Doug Revard.

Congratulations!

Kennedy Sepulvado graduated from the University of
Oklahoma in Norman in December 2020. She earned her
Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism from the Gaylord College
of Journalism and Mass Communications.
Kennedy also works full
time at KFOR-TV in Oklahoma City as a director. She is
a very proud member of the
Osage Nation and extremely
appreciative of the educational
scholarships provided by the
Osage that have helped her
continue her higher education.
She is the daughter of
Christie Feddersen Sepulvado of Union City, Oklahoma,
and the grand-daughter of
Ed and Connie Feddersen of
Union City.

Congratulations!

Osage and is a member of the
Lady Pioneer Soccer Team,
Stillwater Makes A Change,
FFA, and is on the A-B Honor Roll. She is the daughter
of Lisa BigEagle Disidore and
Jeff Disidore.

Pawhuska

ner on Nov. 27. Warner also
advanced via a COVID-19-induced forfeit.
Additionally, the district
announced on Nov. 17 that its
junior high basketball tournament, scheduled for Nov.
19-21, has been canceled due
to the number of teams withdrawing over COVID-19 related issues.

Congratulations to Tatum
Disidore! Tatum was elected
by the students of Stillwater
High School as the 2020 Football Homecoming Queen on
Friday, Nov. 6, 2020. Tatum is

–from Page 5
Hominy forfeited the schools’
Class A second round playoff
game, scheduled for Nov. 20 at
Ormond Beach Memorial Stadium.
The undefeated Huskies are
now scheduled to host War-

Osage Minerals Council
announces December payment
Osage News
The
Osage
Minerals
Council announced Nov. 16
that the December quarterly
payment will be $2,385 per
full headright.
“Earlier this year we saw
the price of oil impacted
by the volatility of global

oil prices and the pandemic,” said Chairman Andrew
Yates. “We are now seeing
an incremental increase
since September.”
The Minerals Council office will post on social media
when the Superintendent announces when payment will
be released.

Wahzhazhe

Elk Roast
Cover roast with salt, pepper, and small amount of garlic
salt. Put strips of salt pork on top and brown in hot oven. Put
strips of salt pork on top and brown in hot oven. Add hot water
around meat, cover and cook in slow oven 2½ hours. Add sweet
potatoes (peeled and halved) and cook for 1½ hours longer. Take
potatoes up, thicken gravy. Baste meat with some of the gravy
before serving.
Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American Indian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.
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John Williams Tiger

John Williams Tiger
Submitted by Family

John Williams Tiger, Xi-da-skana-zhi (White Eagle Standing), began
his journey to the spirit world on Oct.
31, 2020. John was born on March 24,
1943, in Tulsa, Okla.
He was the eldest child of Billie Louise Williams Webster and William Earl
“Bill” Tiger. He was a kind and loving
father, grandfather, uncle, and brother. He was a graduate of Cascia Hall

Christena Nichole Waller

Christena Nichole Waller
Chapman-Black Funeral Home
Christena Nichole Waller, 33, passed
from this life on Oct. 12, 2020, in an automobile accident in Florida.
Nichole was born on March 3, 1987,
in Bartlesville, Oklahoma; the daughter of George Jacob and Christena Lynn
(Dilbeck) Waller. Nichole was raised
and received her education in Hominy,
Oklahoma, graduating with the class
of 2005. Following high school, Nichole remained in Hominy and was employed at the Osage Nation Casino. In
2006, she moved to Florida. In 2010,
Nichole moved to Kentucky and then

Mary Marshall Crowley

Mary Marshall Crowley
Submitted by Family

Mary Marshall Crowley, 79, passed
on Nov. 13, 2020, at her family home in
Orlando, Florida. She was born on Oct.
12, 1941, in Pawhuska, Oklahoma free
and sovereign to this land.
Her parents were Gladis Pearl Welter and Ernest Henry Marshall and
she had nine siblings, Harry, Hazel,
Leta, Helen, Harley, Herman, Peggy,
Hope Marie, Linda and added Patty,
Harold, Tom, Walt, Earl, Gene, Ralph
and Bonnie.

Obituaries
and was a welder by trade and later
became an instructor at Tulsa Community College. In his younger years,
he was a fancy dancer and later participated in the Osage Inlonshka as a
member of the Hominy District. He enlisted in the Navy as a Seabee in 1966,
served in Vietnam based in Danang
as well as a boxer. He received medals for the Fleet Marine Force Combat
Operations Insignia, National Defense
Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal,
and Vietnam Campaign medal.
He is survived by his children, Roman Tiger, Pennah Tiger Proctor, John
Nathaniel Tiger, Sevena Tiger; and
Diane Conner. Brothers, Joe Beeton,
Chiefy Tiger; sisters, Norma Tiger, Billie Tiger, Roberta Coon, Nicki Thomas,
Karen Tiger, and Cindy Tiger. Grandchildren, Haiden, Ahnawake, Emersyn,
Lincoln; Corey, Caitlyn, Presley, Alex;
Mason, Jakob, Nathaniel; Nathan, Mikayla, and AJ. Great-grandchildren,
Charlotte, Jaxon, Kendall, Isabella;
Rylie and Rylan.
He was preceded in death by his
parents, maternal grandparents Mary
T. Williams and Estol N. Williams; paternal grandmother, Sillar and John
Lynch Tiger; daughter Brandy Tiger,
brother Nick Webster, and niece Martina Thomas.
Native American Rites were given by
Jeremy Olsen. Graveside services were
held on Nov. 3, 2020, and interment
was in the Tall Chief Cemetery in Quapaw, Okla.
returned to Florida in 2016, where she
continued to reside. She worked for the
Home Shopping Network as a call center agent, and Nichole was currently
employed as an accountant assistant
for Gyarmathy and Associates.
Nichole was an active mother and
loved watching her kids play softball.
She helped as a coach, teaching numerous children the skills she possessed.
Nichole also enjoyed the Native American Life dancing in many competitions.
Survivors are her mother Crissy
Waller and her husband Robert Pratt;
three children, Treva Josephine Starr,
Drema Nichole Ellis, and Dawson Kade
Ellis; four siblings, George Little Sun
Waller and wife Melanee, Jacob Everett Waller and his wife Lindsey, Leah
Matin Merrell, Cole Jace Waller, and
numerous other relatives and friends
that will mourn her passing. Nichole
was preceded in death by her father
George J. Waller; brother Matthew
Roderick Waller; grandmother Cedar
Marguerite (Matin) Waller; grandfathers George E. Waller, and Thomas
E. Dilbeck.
Services were held Oct. 31, 2020, at
the Hominy District Community Building. Burial was held at A.J. Powell
Memorial Cemetery. Chapman-Black
Funeral Home handled the arrangements. Friends and family may visit an
online guest book and memorial page
for Nichole at chapman-black.com.
She was married to James Ernest
Crowley and they had five children,
Tinna, Jimmy, Joe, Donna, Tammy
and added Lynn, Kimberly and David.
Her grandchildren are Tiffany,
Adam, Matthew and added Amanda,
Jessica and Melody.
Her great-grandchildren are Wyatt,
Evan, Zane and Parker and many nieces and nephews.
When she was young her family
moved to east Tennessee where they
operated a Garden/Flower Center in
the peaceful mountains of Kingsport.
There she learned the importance of
planting flowers for the bees, a food
garden to feed the family ... while most
will only know that she decorated cakes
and worked in a bakery ... she is not
known for how many trees she planted at every property she ever lived at
... they now all currently have massive
trees for shade during the hot summers, swings for her grandchildren and
of course the clean air we all breathe.
But Mother Nature and her Native
American mixed family knew these
things to be of such importance and
for this we will forever be grateful for
her incarnation on this earth. Forever
“Maw Maw” will be in our hearts ... and
she will be truly missed.
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Frances Lorraine (Perrier) Lane

Frances Lorraine (Perrier) Lane
Submitted by Family

Frances Lorraine (Perrier) Lane,
102, was born in Ochelata, Oklahoma, on Aug. 3, 1918, and passed away
Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020. She graduated
from Ochelata Schools with the class of
1936 followed by Bartlesville Business
College. Her first job was in Bartlesville working for the Tag Agent. She
then went to Miami to work for the
Agricultural Department and then for
Skelly Oil.
Frances is survived by her son, Joe C.
Lane III and wife Mary Jo of Chelsea.
She is also survived by granddaughter, Stacy Jo King (Greg) of Pryor and
grandsons, Lance Evans (Buffy), Chelsea; Mace (Meagan) Ward, Broken Arrow. Great-grandsons, Zachary King,
Nicholas King, Caleb Evans, Bailey
Evans, Tyler Evans and Cami and Cole
Ward. She is also survived by one sister, Jane Canada of San Angelo, Texas,
and 11 nieces and nephews.
Predeceased family members are

Sally Irene (Moore) Wieland

Sally Irene (Moore) Wieland
Submitted by Family

Sally Irene (Moore) Wieland, 81, Valley City, North Dakota, passed away
peacefully surrounded by her family on
August 29, 2020, in Ashby, Minnesota,
at the Ashby Living Center following a
lengthy battle with Primary Progressive Aphasia.
Sally was born May 13, 1939, in Denver, Colorado, the daughter of Barry O.
and Dorothy (Banghart) Moore. She
was raised in Denver graduating in
1957 from Cathedral High School and
in 1961 from Colorado State University, receiving her degree in Occupational Therapy.
While completing her OT affiliation
in Kansas City, Kansas, Sally met Herman at church. They were married on
June 29, 1963, in Aurora, Colorado.
Following their wedding, they moved
to Bottineau, North Dakota, where she
assisted in the organization of the Occupational Therapy de-partment at St.
Andrew’s Hospital. They settled in Valley City in 1967 where she stayed home
to raise their four children. Once her
children were in school, Sally worked
for the Barnes County Public School
system and South Central Human Service Center. Her passion was infant
and child development.
In 1987 she received the North Dakota Teacher of the Year from ARC
and was recognized for de-veloping a
support group for parents with handicapped children. During retirement,
they enjoyed family, traveling, hiking,
skiing, camping and spending time at

Probation
–from Page 5
With a curriculum emphasizing
Indigenous culture and traditions,
Sovereign Charter School started
classes in August 2019. It had to delay the start of its inaugural school
year after its original campus site did
not pass mandatory building inspections, thus prompting a scramble to
find a new location and unexpected
additional expenses.
That emphasis on Indigenous
culture and traditions has prompted organizers to look in unorthodox
places to find appropriate supplies.

her husband, Joe C. Lane Jr.; parents,
Nick and Hester Mae (DeWitt) Perrier; son, Peter Perrier Lane; brothers,
Peter Wayne Perrier and Hubert Perrier, New Mexico; sisters, Joan Carman of Pryor, Ovine Prine of Langley,
and sister-in-law Emma Lois Dresser
of Talihina.
Frances and Joe moved to Vinita in
1946 and owned and operated Lane
Oil Company for 20 years. Following
Joe’s death in 1964, Frances worked
for Eastern State Hospital as a Field
Agent covering 25 counties. She then
transferred to the Department of Human Services in Pryor where she lived
for 23 years, retiring in 1980. Frances
also worked for KITO Radio in Vinita
and was office manager for Goodies
Convenience Store in Langley.
She was involved in community activities as a member of Vinita Business
& Professional Women, Beta Xi Chapter of Epsilon Sigma Alpha, and served
as a Senator in District 2 with the Silver Haired Legislature.
Frances was a member of St. Martin’s of Tours Episcopal Church in
Pryor. She was proud of her Osage heritage and was a great representative of
the Osage Nation.
Traveling was a great pleasure for
Frances and she always wanted to be
“on the GO.” She never met a stranger
and leaves many friends that enjoyed
her birthdays each year. For the past
several years, Frances has been presented the Oldest Settler Award at the
Old Settlers Reunion.
The Celebration of Life Service was
held on Nov. 12, 2020 at the Burckhalter-Highsmith Chapel in Vinita.
Online condolences may be made at
www.highsmithfh.com or on the funeral home Facebook page. Arrangements
were under the care of the Burckhalter-Highsmith Funeral and Cremation
Service of Vinita.
their cozy lake cabin. Sally and Herman were avid gardening partners. He
did the gardening, she did the canning
and freezing and together they were
known to make and share delicious
multitudes of apple pies.
She will be remembered for her love
and compassionate caregiving to her
family, especially to her husband following his stroke; camaraderie with
friends, sewing, dedication to bible
study and ad-ministering Eucharist to
the sick.
She is survived by her children Alison Rein and Robert Rein, Ashby, MN;
Cindy (Steve) Noack, Fargo, ND; David (Kim) Wieland, Rogers, ND; Kelly
(David) Schroeder, Fergus Falls, MN.
Fourteen grandchildren, Theron (Rachael) Rein, Megan (Phil) Hurtt and
Jake Rein; Zachary, Grace, Jeremy
and Michael Noack; Adam (Steph),
Nick (Cassie) and Samantha Wieland;
Luke, Anna, Maria and Sarah Schroeder. Four great-grandchildren Greta,
Graham, Savanna and Kate Wieland.
Other survivors include her sister Janice Purcell and brother Barry Moore.
Brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law
Janice Wieland, Leona Wieland, Murial Wieland, Sister Joanne Wieland,
Rita Koss, Linda Sen, Paul & Jeanne
Wieland, Donna and Rich Krisch, Mark
& Barb Wieland and dear friend Geneva Smithlin. She is also survived by
many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, her husband and his parents Bill and Mathilda Wieland, her
brothers-in-law Jack Wieland, Roman Wieland, Jim Wieland, George
Wieland, John Koss, Jim Archer, Jon
Kalberer, Sid Sen and her sisters-inlaw Peggy Wieland, Rose Archer and
Paulette Kalberer.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that
a memorial donation on Sally’s behalf
is made to the charity of your choice. A
Funeral Mass was celebrated on Sept.
5 at St. Catherine’s Catholic Church
in Valley City, ND, with Msgr. Dennis
Skonseng, celebrant. Interment immediately followed the Fu-neral Mass at
St. Mary’s Cemetery near Dazey, ND.
After the burial, there was fellowship
outside at St. Mary’s.
During the state school board’s review of the charter school’s financial records, questions were raised
about more than $2,100 of expenditures made on the school’s debit card at a gun and pawn shop in
Philadelphia, Mississippi.
The school has a stickball field
and incorporates Choctaw stickball
into several of its classes, including history and physical education.
Stickball sticks were available at
the pawn shop for about $50 less
per set than through local sources,
prompting school officials to make
the purchase.
“It does look pretty funny,” a
chuckling Wilson said.
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To
apply for a position with the
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/application-form.
Applicants
are welcome to attach a resume and/or cover letter in
addition. Please note that
all applicants tentatively selected for employment with
the Osage Nation will be
required to submit to a urinalysis to screen for illegal
drug use. Employment will
be contingent upon drug
test results. OSAGE/VETERAN/INDIAN PREFERENCE
IS CONSIDERED. Verification of preference must be
included with application.
For questions please contact
Taryn Crawford, Osage Nation Employee Recruitment
Specialist at (918) 287-5445
or email tcrawford@osagenation-nsn.gov.
Retail Coordinator – Hominy,
regular full time. The successful candidate will be able to
enhance customer satisfaction,
meet sales and profitability
goals and manage staff effectively. Candidates will have the
most success if they have a background in financial planning,
employee recruitment, or retail
management.
Ready to Eat/Processing Coordinator – Hominy, regular full
time. The RTE Processing Coordinator position is responsible
to direct and manage RTE operations including all production,
equipment, maintenance, quality and other production-related
activities. The RTE Processing
Coordinator will oversee the
day-to-day management of all
areas of compliance measures
and responsibilities in maintaining the HACCP plan and
daily HACCP records. In addition to the HACCP plan, it will
be the responsibility of the RTE
Processing Coordinator to implement, maintain and manage
the SQF, Safe Quality Foods certification. The RTE Processing
Coordinator will establish work
schedules and ensure training of
all staff on their respective roles
and responsibilities. The coordinator is the last line of defense
for quality control and is responsible for clear communications
among all departments and
staff. The successful candidate
will be the secondary contact,
behind the Plant Manager, with
all regulatory personnel (local,
state, federal, tribal, including
USDA’s FSIS and AMS personnel, including all inspectors and
graders, to ensure safe, effective, and smooth operations and
is responsible for maintaining
strong working relationships
with the applicable officials.
Meat Technician – Hominy, regular full time. Job duties include
general work in slaughtering,
meat packing, performing precision functions involving the
preparation of meat. Work may
include specialized tasks such as
harvesting animals in a safe and
humane environment. Employee will be responsible to trim,
skin, sort edible meat parts, and
ensure that they are properly
sorted.
Law Enforcement Officer –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
An Osage Nation Tribal Police
Officer is assigned to field duty,
which consists of both routine
and complex Law Enforcement
responsibilities. General job
functions include reporting and
documentation; preservation of
public safety, peace and security
of the Osage Nation Reservation
and provide assistance to the
Osage County Sheriff’s Department when requested.
Child Support Investigator –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The investigator will work
closely with child support staff
to locate non-custodial parents
within a child support matter.
The investigator is responsible
for the administration of the
Tribal Intervention Program
that assists non-custodial parents in finding employment. The
investigator will also be responsible for the timely and efficient
process service of child support
pleadings within the child support program’s service boundaries.
Psychiatrist – Pawhuska, regular part time. The Psychiatric
Physician provides comprehensive health care on a daily basis
and is expected to provide quality medical care to the Wah-ZhaZhi Health Center (WZZHC)

Classifieds
population. The incumbent
works independently and on his/
her own initiative as a psychiatric physician and supports the
mission of the facility.
Guest Services Representative
– Pawhuska, regular part time.
The Guest Services Representative is often the first interaction
the public has with the Osage
Nation. The primary goal of this
position is to ensure that the
visitor’s introduction into Osage
history and culture is enjoyable
and positive by providing excellent customer service and engaging interpretive experiences.
As the frontline staff, the Guest
Services Representative also ensures the safety of visitors and
the protection of exhibited art
and material culture by monitoring the public areas and galleries.
Teacher – Hominy, regular full
time. The Teacher is responsible
for performing educational work
in planning, preparing, and implementing an educational program for young children and
their families.
Teacher – Hominy, regular full
time. The Teacher is responsible
for performing educational work
in planning, preparing, and implementing an educational program for young children and
their families.
Teacher Assistant – Fairfax,
regular full time. Performs para-professional
educational
work in planning, preparing,
and implementing a WELA Program for young children and
their families. Assists the lead
teacher in a cooperative and professional manner. Drives school
bus or assists as bus monitor
daily.
Teacher Assistant – Pawhuska, regular full time. Performs
para-professional educational
work in planning, preparing,
and implementing a WELA Program for young children and
their families. Assists the lead
teacher in a cooperative and professional manner. Drives school
bus or assists as bus monitor
daily.
Assistant Controller – Pawhuska, regular full time. The Assistant
Controller
provides
assistance to the Controller.
Collects data, prepares business
reports, proposals, and presentations. Coordinates meetings
and other communications. Uses
database, spreadsheet and other
software to collect and manage
data. Assists the Controller in
directing the Nation’s accounting functions including cost,
payables, and reporting. Contributes to the development and
maintenance of financial reporting, planning and budgeting systems. Oversees the preparation
of periodic reporting. Assists
in ensuring that all accounting
policies and procedures are documented and followed by the
Nation. May train accounting
staff. May coordinate with auditors. Implements, maintains
and updates financial systems.
Modifies system menus, edits
spreadsheets and reports, and
troubleshoots system problems.
Imports files to and exports files
from financial databases. Trains
staff on the use of financial systems and acts as a liaison to the
information technology department and support sites.
Center Manager – Hominy,
regular full time. The Center
Manager is a supervisory position responsible for carrying out
quality operations at a center(s)
as they relate to Performance
Standards in Early Childhood
Development, Health Services,
Family and Community Engagement, Disabilities, Nutrition and other areas.
Executive Administrative Assistant – Pawhuska, regular full
time. The Executive Administrative Assistant works under
the supervision of the Osage
Minerals Council, performing
administrative functions for
both the Council and their constituents, assisting in the efficient operation of the Osage
Minerals Council and provides
administrative support in their
day-to-day functions.
Osage Nation Education Department Internship – Hominy,
temporary full time. The Osage
Nation Education Department
Internship Program is designed
to provide Osage students with
work experience in their chosen
field of study. The program is
designed to serve enrolled members of the Osage Nation with a
minimum of 61+ hours complet-

ed in an accredited college or
university degree program. The
intern program also accepts applications from students who are
enrolled in their final 9 weeks of
vocational technology programs.
Applicants are required to carry
a 2.5 or higher-grade point average in the semester previous to
application. Please review the
ONE Higher Scholarship Handbook for limitations and incentives.
OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To
apply for a position with
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers
BARTLESVILLE
Security Officer – Bartlesville,
regular full time. Protects company assets and provides a safe
environment for employees and
guests. To perform this job successfully, an individual must be
able to perform each essential
job duty satisfactorily.
Food and Beverage Supervisor
– Bartlesville, regular full time.
Under general supervision of the
Food and Beverage Manager,
manages day-to-day supervision
of food and beverage operations
which includes point of sale
transactions, quality, guest satisfaction, and inventory of stock.
Bartender – Bartlesville, regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Beverage
Supervisor, maintain the bar
area. Provides excellent customer service in a timely manner.
Prepare all drink orders, delivers and refills drink orders, and
responds to quest questions and
requests. Handle all payment
transactions accurately.
Short Order Cook – Bartlesville,
regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Food & Beverage Supervisor, maintains an
efficient food operation by preparing hot and cold food items
in accordance with production
requirements, recipes and established safety policies and
procedures.
Guest Service Representative –
Bartlesville, regular full time.
This position is responsible for
providing casino visitors with
maximum guest satisfaction.
HOMINY
Guest Service Representative –
Hominy, regular full time. This
position is responsible for providing casino visitors with maximum guest satisfaction.
Short Order Cook – Hominy,
regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Food & Beverage Supervisor, maintains an
efficient food operation by preparing hot and cold food items
in accordance with production
requirements, recipes and established safety policies and
procedures.
PAWHUSKA
Security Officer – Pawhuska,
regular full time. Protects company assets and provides a safe
environment for employees and
guests. To perform this job successfully, an individual must be
able to perform each essential
job duty satisfactorily.
Security Officer Lead – Pawhuska, regular full time. Protects
company assets and provides a
safe environment for employees
and guests. The Lead is also
responsible for assisting with
the effective and efficient operations on assigned shift or in
assigned section as required by
the reporting senior including,
but not limited to: providing
training and guidance to newly
hired staff, and serving as a professional resource to co-workers.
Short Order Cook – Pawhuska,
regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Food & Beverage Supervisor, maintains an
efficient food operation by preparing hot and cold food items
in accordance with production
requirements, recipes and established safety policies and
procedures.
PONCA CITY
Bartender – Ponca City, regular part time. Under general supervision of the Beverage
Supervisor, maintain the bar
area. Provides excellent customer service in a timely manner.
Prepare all drink orders, delivers and refills drink orders, and
responds to quest questions and
requests. Handle all payment
transactions accurately.
Hotel Room Attendant – Ponca
City, regular full time. Under
direct supervision of the Hotel Housekeeping Supervisor,
transfers clean and dirty linens
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and trash to/from laundry and
room attendants cart. Assists
with stocking other items as
needed within the hotel. Ensures cleanliness of Hotel Guest
Rooms, Banquet Rooms and
common areas. Responsible for
moving furniture, boxes, stocking and re-stocking shelves, and
trash removal.

supply shelves, and completes
other duties as assigned.

Sous Chef – Ponca City, regular
full time. Assists the Chef in the
daily operations of the kitchen,
and provides leadership and
direction to kitchen personnel
including all cooks, and dishwashers. Ensures that all recipes, food preparations, and
presentations meet Restaurant,
Deli, Buffet, Bar, Hotel and Special Event specifications and
quality.

Armed Security Officer – Sand
Springs, regular full time. Protects company assets and provides a safe environment for
employees and guests. This
position requires a welcoming
disposition and both strong
communication and interactive
skills, as this is the first Osage
Casino Employee to greet visitors and answer phones. To
perform this job successfully, an
individual must be able to perform each essential job duty satisfactorily.

Dishwasher – Ponca City, regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Food and Beverage Manager, washes and sanitizes all equipment and utensils
used in food preparation.
EVS Attendant – Ponca City,
regular full time. Under direct
supervision of the EVS Supervisor, the EVS Attendant is responsible for cleanliness of all
property public areas both inside
and outside the casino. Responsibilities include vacuuming,
mopping, window washing, restroom cleaning, trash removal,
office cleaning, back of house
area cleaning, exterior cleaning
of electronic games, re-stocking
supply shelves, and completes
other duties as assigned.
Short Order Cook – Ponca City,
regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Food & Beverage Supervisor, maintains an
efficient food operation by preparing hot and cold food items
in accordance with production
requirements, recipes and established safety policies and
procedures.
SAND SPRINGS
Casino Services Agent – Sand
Springs, regular full time. Responsible for distributing money
to gaming guests via check cashing, credit card advances, conversion of chips and coins, and
gaming tickets into currency.
Responsible for providing support and service to club members and other casino visitors to
ensure maximum guest satisfaction. Responsible for promoting
the success of the Club Osage,
by assisting guests through the
membership process, and explaining the benefits of membership and details of on-going
promotions and events. Protects
company assets while dealing
with the public in an efficient
and courteous manner.
Casino Services Agent – Sand
Springs, regular part time. Responsible for distributing money
to gaming guests via check cashing, credit card advances, conversion of chips and coins, and
gaming tickets into currency.
Responsible for providing support and service to club members and other casino visitors to
ensure maximum guest satisfaction. Responsible for promoting
the success of the Club Osage,
by assisting guests through the
membership process, and explaining the benefits of membership and details of on-going
promotions and events. Protects
company assets while dealing
with the public in an efficient
and courteous manner.
Main Bank Cashier – Ponca
City, regular full time. Responsible for distributing banks to
internal guests of internal departments as well as dropping
these banks with accuracy. Protects company assets issued to
them while dealing with guests,
in an efficient and courteous
manner.
Short Order Cook – Sand
Springs, regular full time. Under general supervision of the
Food & Beverage Supervisor,
maintains an efficient food operation by preparing hot and cold
food items in accordance with
production requirements, recipes and established safety policies and procedures.
EVS Attendant – Sand Springs,
regular full time. Under direct
supervision of the EVS Supervisor, the EVS Attendant is responsible for cleanliness of all
property public areas both inside
and outside the casino. Responsibilities include vacuuming,
mopping, window washing, restroom cleaning, trash removal,
office cleaning, back of house
area cleaning, exterior cleaning
of electronic games, re-stocking

Security Officer – Sand Springs,
regular full time. Protects company assets and provides a safe
environment for employees and
guests. To perform this job successfully, an individual must be
able to perform each essential
job duty satisfactorily.

SKIATOOK
Regional Convenience Store
Manager – Skiatook, regular full
time. Responsible for the overall effective and efficient management of Convenience Store
operations within Skiatook and
Ponca City locations which includes but not limited to point
of sale transactions, managing
gasoline prices, phone inquiries
from guest regarding sales, and
inventory of stock. Protects company assets while dealing with
the public in an efficient and
courteous manner. Responsible
for designing and maintaining
cleaning and guest service standards. Responsible for providing leadership to assigned staff,
ensuring effective internal and
external communications, exercising appropriate judgment
and decision making skills, and
ensuring that all departmental
Convenience Store operations
are monitored and conducted efficiently and effectively. As well,
ensures effective tactical and
strategic budget development
and implementations. Interfaces with other departmental
operations personnel to communicate and/ or coordinate with
those individuals in order to
enhance overall company profits. Ensures department and
assigned staff operate in compliance with applicable internal
policies and procedures, gaming
regulations, and external agency requirements.
TULSA
Hotel Room Attendant – Tulsa,
regular full time. Under direct
supervision of the Hotel Housekeeping Supervisor, transfers
clean and dirty linens and trash
to/from laundry and room attendants’ cart. Assists with stocking other items as needed within
the hotel. Ensures cleanliness of
Hotel Guest Rooms, Banquet
Rooms and common areas. Responsible for moving furniture,
boxes, stocking and re-stocking
shelves, and trash removal.
Surveillance Officer –Tulsa,
regular full time. This position
is responsible for protecting all
Osage Casino assets and maintaining the integrity of gaming
in the Osage Casinos utilizing
all Surveillance equipment and
floor observations. This employee sole responsibility is to observe and report. The Employee
must perform all duties in accordance with the internal policies, procedures, and controls,
as well, as applicable laws and
gaming regulations.
Security Officer Lead – Tulsa,
regular full time. Protects company assets and provides a safe
environment for employees and
guests. The Lead is also responsible for assisting with the effective and efficient operations on
assigned shift or in assigned section as required by the reporting
senior including, but not limited to: providing training and
guidance to newly hired staff,
and serving as a professional resource to co-workers.
Short Order Cook – Roni Peppo’s Pizza Kitchen – Tulsa, regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Food & Beverage Supervisor, maintains an
efficient food operation by preparing hot and cold food items
in accordance with production
requirements, recipes and established safety policies and
procedures.
Maintenance Engineer – Electrical -Tulsa, regular full time.
This position is responsible for
the overall renovation, planned
maintenance of electrical com-
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Lintner
–from Page 3
prudent to wait until next year,” he
also said.
ON Attorney General Clint Patterson said he had no objections with a
continuance of the case.
Stout set the date for the next
pre-trial conference for Feb. 17, 2021,
at 1:30 p.m.

Osage Nation vs. Reta Marie
Lintner

At issue is whether Lintner and her
relatives are actually descended from
an Osage original allottee, which is required for membership into the Osage
Nation. She and her relatives were
removed from the membership roll in
2016 after a membership employee
claimed they were not descendants.
The two parties have been in litigation for almost three years now, during
which time Lintner and her relatives’
Osage benefits have been suspended
pending the outcome of her case.

Membership history

In 2016 a membership office employee discovered discrepancies in
Lintner’s file that led them to believe
Lintner was not Osage. The AG’s office
filed petitions for removal against Lint-

Classifieds
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Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

OKC
–from Page 5
ma County has 5,429 active cases,
or 67.3 estimated cases for every
100,000 residents.
“We were really excited to welcome
back many of our kids across the district back,” OKCPS Superintendent
Sean McDaniel said in a video message to families. “At the same time,
we’ve been very vigilant to watch the
data…and speak to advisers.”
The shift to distance learning includes all special education students
who were receiving in-person instruction while the rest of the district
was in distance learning.
Additionally, all district-sponsored
indoor winter sports are shut down
until further notice, including practices. With the playoffs starting on
Nov. 13, football teams will be allowed to finish out their seasons.
Under the recommendations adopted by the state school board in
July, counties with 50 cases or more
for every 100,000 residents are considered to be at red alert. At that
point, school districts are advised to
go to distance learning until the per

Nutcracker
–from Page 8
ward to others joining our efforts,” she
said.
Safety standards will be adhered to
and masks will be required to attend.
Because of safe distancing measures,
tickets will be limited since the production will require many empty seats to
allow distancing. Tickets are on sale

Contribution

capita case count falls below 25 for
every 100,000 people.
However, the guidance also notes
that those protocols are non-binding and can be set aside if the case
numbers are substantially impacted
by facilities that do not readily lend
themselves to community spread.
Meanwhile, a spokeswoman for
Tulsa Public Schools confirmed via
email that the district will proceed
with bringing additional students
back in person on Nov. 16.
First, second and third graders are
scheduled to start in-person instruction that day, joining pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students. Older
elementary school students are still
scheduled to come back in-person on
Nov. 30, while secondary students
will remain in distance learning until
Jan. 4, 2021.
As of Nov. 13, Tulsa County has
3,551 active cases, or 52.5 estimated cases for every 100,000 residents,
which, like Oklahoma County, would
put it on red alert. Although a disproportionate number of the county’s active cases are outside of TPS’
attendance area, five ZIP codes within its boundaries are classified as
“severe risk” by the Tulsa County
Health Department.
online at www.dancemaker.net. Adult
tickets are $15 and student tickets are
$8. Reserved tickets are $25 and $15.
Dance Maker is also offering Virtual
Tickets for families to view the live performance from home. Virtual Tickets
are $20 at www.dancemaker.net.
Dance Maker is a non-profit organization and all donations are tax-deductible. Donations can be sent to 400
Palmer Avenue Pawhuska, OK 74056.
On Nov. 25, Standing Bear issued

–from Page 7
million would be sufficient to fund
remaining direct assistance applications through month’s end.

an executive proclamation for the
next special session slated to start
Dec. 15 at 10 a.m.

ponents, including motors, controllers,
light control system, and LV distribution
on assigned properties and grounds.
Line Cook – Tulsa, regular full time. Under general supervision of the Sous Chef,
maintains an efficient food operation by
preparing, prepping hot and cold food
items in accordance with production requirements, recipes and established safety policies and procedures.
EVS Attendant – Tulsa, regular full time.
Under direct supervision of the EVS Supervisor, the EVS Attendant is responsible for cleanliness of all property public
areas both inside and outside the casino. Responsibilities include vacuuming,
mopping, window washing, restroom
cleaning, trash removal, office cleaning,
back of house area cleaning, exterior
cleaning of electronic games, re-stocking
supply shelves, and completes other duties as assigned.
Security Officer - Tulsa, regular full time.
Protects company assets and provides
a safe environment for employees and

Covid
–from Page 6
during the pandemic and was told
the department could buy shelf-ready
meals for homebound elders, as well
as cleaning and hygiene supplies,
“which we did and our elders were just
thrilled to death to get toilet paper that
seemed to be a big issue at the time,
we bought disinfectant cleaning spray
for them to use on their counters and
bathroom areas, we sent out paper
towels and individual cans of fruits
and vegetables.”
“This is a day-by-day thing, and
we understand that and we’re doing the best job that we can at this
time,” Slinkard said of living with the
COVID-19 pandemic.

ner and 60 other individuals, which included her relatives.
Lintner claims she is a lineal descendant and the great-granddaughter of
Paschal F. Canville, a 1906 original allottee. She claims that Canville, born in
1851, was married to Elizabeth Means
and together they had two children,
a son named Josiah and a daughter
named Lola Clementine Canville Clawson in 1888. Lola married Roy Brown
and became Lola Brown, Lintner’s
grandmother. Lintner’s legal team has
provided affidavits that are more than
100 years old and one is from Canville
himself claiming he is Lola’s father.
Prior to 2006, Lintner’s family members were unsuccessful at obtaining
Osage membership from the Bureau
of Indian Affairs, the federal agency that issued Certificate Degrees of
Indian Blood, or CDIB cards at the
time. The first application for membership was filed by Means in 1907,
according to court documents. Additional applications for membership
were filed throughout the decades, but
it wasn’t until after the new form of
Osage government passed in 2006 were
they successful.
Lintner’s legal team tried to use DNA
to prove their case but the male descendants of Canville refused to submit their
DNA for testing, despite the fact it was
a non-invasive cheek swab test.
guests. To perform this job successfully,
an individual must be able to perform
each essential job duty satisfactorily.
Armed Security Officer – Tulsa, regular
full time. Protects company assets and
provides a safe environment for employees and guests. This position requires a
welcoming disposition and both strong
communication and interactive skills, as
this is the first Osage Casino Employee
to greet visitors and answer phones. To
perform this job successfully, an individual must be able to perform each essential job duty satisfactorily.
Short Order Cook – Thunder Bar & Grill
– Tulsa, regular full time. Under general supervision of the Food & Beverage
Supervisor, maintains an efficient food
operation by preparing hot and cold food
items in accordance with production requirements, recipes and established safety policies and procedures.
Maintenance Technician – Tulsa, regular
full time. his position is responsible for
the overall maintenance, plumbing, and
electrical components of the building and
grounds.

For meal costs, Slinkard said one
lunch meal has a suggested $2 cost
for elders over age 55. For all people
under age 55, a lunch meal donation
cost is $6 with the collected money also
going toward purchasing groceries for
the meals.
For more information on the Nation’s
Elder Nutrition Department and meal
service, the Pawhuska site is located at
350 Senior Drive and can be reached
at (918) 287-5454. The Fairfax site is
at 401 S. 8th St. and can be reached
at (918) 287-5248.
For more information on the Nation’s Housing Department, call
(918) 287-5310 or the toll-free number at 1-800-490-8771. The Housing Department office is located
in the Nation’s Welcome Center
in Pawhuska.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the
Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw
Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska,
OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@

osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must
be respectful and informative to the
reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

December 18th
is the deadline for
all submissions for the
January issue of the
Mark it on your calendars!
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