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The Osage Nation Language and Cultural Center are located on Main 
Street in Pawhuska.

Language and Culture 
gets financial boost for 
online initiatives
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The current pandemic has 
forced the Osage Language De-
partment and the Wahzhazhe 
Cultural Center to move class-
es online – and the interest  
is huge.

Vann Bighorse, Osage Lan-

guage Director, said the lan-
guage website is getting more 
than 15,000 views per month 
and with that much interest 
in the language it has embold-
ened his staff to think outside 
the box.

“I wasn’t comfortable with 

New deadline set for
annual re-enrollment for 
Health Benefit plans
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osages who participate 
in the Osage Nation health 
benefit plans now have a two-
month enrollment period and 
deadline to participate in the 
direct assistance health pro-
grams for the upcoming year.

The Seventh ON Congress 
passed an amendment to the 
Health Benefit Act (ONCA 
20-79 sponsored by Congress-
woman Jodie Revard) during 
the 2020 Tzi-Zho Session 
establishing the annual en-
rollment period starting Oct. 
1 and ending Dec. 15 for all 
Osages to enroll or reenroll 
in the health benefit plans 
for the next calendar year.  
The bill passed with an 8-4 
vote on Sept. 23 and Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear signed the bill into law 
afterward.

Revard said this amend-
ment “does not reduce the 

amount our citizens receive” 
and she believes the annual 
enrollment deadline would 
help make the health benefit 
plans “more manageable” and 
the bill was also discussed 
during Congressional Health/ 
Social Services Committee 
meetings in the session. She 
noted in the bill that health 
benefit enrollment applica-
tions may be accepted past 
the deadline from applicants 
experiencing life events such 
as the birth of a child or legal 
adoption of a child or being 
named a person’s guardian 
by a court of law.

Jason Zaun, Chief of Staff 
for Standing Bear’s office, 
said the Executive Branch 
also supported an enrollment 
period for the health benefit 
plans, adding that any chang-
es to the health benefit law 
must be made by Congres-
sional act. He noted in past 
years there were fluctuations 
in the number of enrollments 

per month with no deadline 
in place. 

Usage of the Nation’s 
health benefit plans has 
grown 365% over the last de-
cade since launching, Zaun 
said. With the December en-
rollment deadline in place, 
Zaun said that would allow 
time to start running reports 
in January on the number of 
applicants. 

For example, Zaun said in 
past years there would be re-
ports of 600 enrolled during 
March, 800 in April and 780 
in May. Also with no enroll-
ment deadline in place, Zaun 
said it’s possible for a new 
applicant to apply on Dec. 1 
of that year, receive a health 
benefit card by Dec. 15 and 
then have two weeks to spend 
that current year’s $500 limit 
before it become part of the 
person’s rollover balance for 
the next calendar year. 

See health BeneFIt
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Minerals Council holds
listening session on Tribal 
Energy Rights Agreements
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Despite COVID-19 tempo-
rarily shoving it to the prover-
bial back burner, the Osage 
Minerals Council is still con-
sidering pursuing a tribal en-
ergy rights agreement. 

However, before it makes 
a decision, the council wants 
to hear from its constituents, 
prompting a listening session 
via Zoom on Sept. 3. The ses-
sion was the first in a series of 
community meetings aimed at 
dispelling myths and garner 
community feedback about po-
tentially pursuing a TERA. 

“I’m not in favor or against 
one at this time,” Chairman An-
drew Yates said. “I’m looking 
for feedback from sharehold-
ers and future shareholders. 
I feel an action like this needs 
to be fully supported by all  
involved parties.” 

First approved in 2005, a 
TERA between a tribe and 
the Department of Interior al-
lows a tribe to review, approve 
and manage leases, business 
agreements and rights of way 
for energy development on 
tribal land without having to 
go through the Secretary of In-
terior every step of the way.

Released in the Dec. 18 edi-
tion of the Federal Register, 
the updated TERA regulations 
lay out parameters for tribes 
to pursue self-governance 
agreements for some or all of 
the services associated with 
energy development, including 

issuing permits for oil and gas 
drilling. 

There are still some ques-
tions about funding sources. 
Officials have maintained that 
if the financial burden falls dis-
proportionately to the tribe, it 
would not enter into a TERA. 
Additionally, annuitants’ 
checks would not be used to fi-
nance such an agreement. 

“As the OMC has said, 
if it didn’t potentially in-
crease headright checks, they 
wouldn’t be pursuing it,” 
Osage Minerals Council attor-
ney Wilson Pipestem said. 

Citing both the Osage Na-
tion constitution and a 2015 
Osage Supreme Court rul-
ing, the comments published 
with the regulations explicitly 
state that the Osage Minerals 
Council does not constitute a 
“tribal governing body” and 
would not have unilateral au-
thority to change the scope of 
a TERA should one be pur-
sued. Instead, both the exec-
utive branch and the Osage 
Nation Congress would have  
that authority. 

Both Pipestem and mem-
bers of the Osage Minerals 
Council reassured participants 
that the federal government’s 
decision to require involve-
ment from both the executive 
and legislative branches in 
TERA talks would not mean 
that they would automatically 
oversee the mineral estate. 

“We are not giving up our 
minerals estate,” Councilwom-
an Margo Gray said. 

Nearly five years later, construction 
progresses on Eco Park 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The former Communities 
of Excellence department re-
ceived a $1.2 million grant 
in 2015 to begin construction 
on Eco Park, a community 
park the likes Pawhuska had  
never seen. 

Architects were hired, blue-
prints and renderings were 
made, but after employee 
turnover, a change in leader-
ship and priorities shuffled, 
the project stalled. 

Nearly five years later, the 
task has been given to Jann 
Hayman, director of the De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es. She said the contract date 
for completion of the trails 
and bridges is Dec. 28. The 
project has cost $1.7 million 
and will have approximate-
ly 5,000 linear feet of nature 
trails and approximately 1.5 
miles of ADA accessible trails. 

“The plans have shifted 
from what was originally pro-
posed, but we are working to 
keep a lot of the same features 
in a more functional way,”  
she said. 

The park is located on 70 
acres on the Nation’s Bird 
Creek Farms and will be open 
to the community but will 
display specific signage relat-
ed to Osage culture and lan-
guage throughout the park, 
Hayman said.

Bird Creek Farms is locat-
ed off of Lynn and Midland 
avenues, along the bank of 
Bird Creek. Visitors to the 

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

A view from Main Street in Pawhuska shows the construction of a new 
bridge that will be part of Eco Park. The park will be open for the com-
munity in 2021.
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All but one charge dropped as Reece 
brother is released from custody
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Due to a pre-existing plea 
offer from a former district at-
torney, the state of Oklahoma 
has dismissed four of the five 
charges against Tyler Reece in 
connection with the Septem-
ber 2015 death of Pawhuska 
oilman Rick Holt.  

According to court docu-
ments, a motion from the 
Osage County District Attor-
ney’s Office was granted on 
Sept. 15 to dismiss without 
prejudice charges of first de-
gree murder, kidnapping, con-
spiracy to commit murder and 
desecrating a corpse. 

On Sept. 15, Reece pleaded 
guilty to the one remaining 
charge, accessory to murder 
in the first degree and sen-
tenced to five years in Depart-
ment of Corrections custody 
and 10 years of probation with 
credit awarded for time  
already served. 

However, with the Oklaho-
ma Department of Corrections 
suspending the transfer of in-
mates from county jails to their 
facilities due to COVID-19, the 
Osage County District Attor-
ney’s office filed paperwork 
Sept. 16 to adjust Reece’s 
sentence to one year in the 
Osage County Jail with credit 
for time served and a decade  
of probation.  

As of 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 16, 
Reece is no longer listed on the 
Osage County Jail’s inmate 
roster. Oklahoma’s Victim In-
formation and Notification Ev-
eryday network lists Reece as 
no longer in custody due to a 
served sentence. 

Osage County District At-
torney Mike Fisher said he did 

not have a choice but to file 
the motion to dismiss four of 
the five charges after discover-
ing and confirming with three 
different attorneys that under 
his predecessor, Rex Duncan, 
the Osage County District At-
torney’s Office offered Reece a 
plea deal. In exchange for co-
operating in the prosecution 
of his brother, Jeremy Reece, 
Tyler Reece was offered a de-
ferred sentence. 

“It’s not what I wanted, nor 
is it what the family wanted,” 
Fisher said. “However, we 
were backed into a corner be-
cause of the plea agreement 
from the previous administra-
tion. Under those circumstanc-
es, I have an ethical obligation 
to honor a plea agreement. We 
were stuck. We got what we 
could, but it is certainly not 
what we would have liked to 
have seen happen.”

In August, Jeremy Reece, 
was sentenced in federal court 
to 45 years in prison as part of 
a plea deal after Tyler Reece 
testified against him before a 
federal grand jury. 

As part of his plea deal, 
Jeremy Reece told a federal 
judge under penalty of perju-
ry that he took Holt from his 
house, shot him three times on 
restricted Osage land, dug a 
shallow grave for the body and 
set the corpse on fire. 

The brothers have been in 
custody for almost five years 
in connection with Holt’s 
death, whose body was found 
on restricted land northwest of 
Hominy with bullet wounds to 
the neck, shoulders and head. 

The Reece brothers are cit-
izens of the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation and Holt’s body was 
found on Osage land, thus 

opening the door for proceed-
ings in federal or tribal court 
under the Major Crimes Act.

As of noon on Sept. 16, 
no charges have been filed 
by the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice for the Northern District  
tof Oklahoma. 

In order to keep the broth-
ers in custody, the Osage Na-
tion filed first degree homicide 
charges against the Reeces 
in May 2016 after the Osage 
County District Attorney’s Of-
fice missed a deadline to chal-
lenge a jurisdictional ruling. 

Attorney General Clint Pat-
terson confirmed via email 
that the tribe dropped the ho-
micide charges on Sept. 15. 
Had either brother been tried 
in the Osage Nation court sys-
tem, the maximum sentence 
he could have received was 
three years. 

“This case illustrates the 
need for tribal sovereigns to be 
vested with the same local con-
trol over criminal law and sen-
tencing that the states have,” 
Patterson wrote. “It’s been too 
long and the U.S. Congress 
needs to step up and make that 
happen through legislation. If 
you look at what the McGirt 
decision did to put pressure on 
federal prosecutors through a 
dramatic increase in case load, 
tribes need to be empowered 
to regulate all crimes commit-
ted by their members within 
their jurisdiction now more  
than ever.”

Courtesy Photo

Tyler Reece was charged with ac-
cessory to murder in the first de-
gree for the 2015 death of Pawhus-
ka oilman Rick Holt. Reece has 
been released from custody. 

Courtesy Photo

Tyler Reece served five years in the county jail for his role in the death 
of Rick Holt. He was released from custody on Sept. 16 from the George 
Wayman Law Enforcement Center in Pawhuska.

Screenshot/Osage News

The 7th Osage Nation Congress meets electronically via GoToMeeting 
on Sept. 25, 2020.

Motion to reinstate John D. 
Red Eagle prompts request 
for Attorney General opinion
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Congressman Joe Tillman 
wants to reverse the remov-
al of former Principal Chief 
John D. Red Eagle. He is ask-
ing for his fellow members of 
the 7th Osage Nation Con-
gress to vote for his reinstate-
ment of eligibility.

Tillman put forth the mo-
tion in writing on Sept. 24 
and the Speaker of the Con-
gress Angela Pratt dissemi-
nated it to Congress. On Sept. 
25, Day 16 of the Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion, Congresswoman Jodie 
Revard asked that Pratt post-
pone the vote on Tillman’s 
motion until the Congress 
receives an Attorney General 
opinion on its legality.

The vote was 10 “Yes” 
votes and two “No” votes by 
Congressmen Tillman and 
Eli Potts.

The Osage Constitution 
outlines the process for re-
moval, but it is silent on the 
reinstatement of eligibility.

Red Eagle was removed 
from office by the 3rd ON 
Congress in 2014 for five ar-
ticles of removal. Three mem-
bers of the 3rd ON Congress 
remain on the legislature, 
Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox, and Congressmen John 
Maker and RJ Walker. Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and Assistant Principal 
Chief Raymond Red Corn 
were also congressmen on 
the 3rd ON Congress that re-
moved Red Eagle from office.

According to Tillman’s 
two-page motion, which is 
not a resolution or an act of 
Congress, Red Eagle “has re-
mained a part of our tribal 
community … and has car-
ried himself with honor and 
humility.” The motion also 
states that Congress should 
endeavor to extend a “spirit 
of forgiveness.”

As of 6 p.m., Tillman did 
not respond to requests for 
comment, and Attorney Gen-
eral Clint Patterson had not 
received the legislative ques-
tion on Tillman’s motion.    

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

On Sept. 21, Osage Nation gaming and federal officials joined Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear at the Executive Branch office in 
Pawhuska to sign the final documents placing the Bartlesville and 
Pawhuska land tracts into trust for gaming purposes.
The Nation acquired the two land tracts years ago with the intent to 
build larger Osage Casino properties at those locations. Joining Stand-
ing Bear is Eddie Streater (seated left), Regional Director of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs Eastern Regional Office in Muskogee. 

Final documents 
signed placing 
Pawhuska,
Bartlesville 
lands in trust
for gaming
expansion
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The years-long process for put-
ting two Osage Nation-owned 
land tracts into trust for gaming 
purposes at Pawhuska and near 
Bartlesville is complete as of 
Sept. 21.

That day, Osage gaming, tribal 
government and federal officials 
joined Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear at the Executive 
Branch office in Pawhuska to 
sign the final documents placing 
the Bartlesville and Pawhuska 
land tracts into trust.

“What we’re doing today is 
signing the official papers for the 
land to put into gaming status 
for Indian tribes for the Pawhus-
ka and Bartlesville properties 
and this will complete our Osage 
gaming acquisition for our gam-
ing areas in the last reservation 
area we now call Osage County,” 
Standing Bear said.

Also joining Standing Bear for 
the signing was Eddie Streater, 
Regional Director of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs Eastern Region-
al Office in Muskogee. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Streater 
was delegated signature author-

See land
—Continued  on Page 7

Pawhuska Village Committee 
declines proposed
broadband tower project 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Citing concerns of crimi-
nal activity, transients and 
health risks to residents, the 
Pawhuska Village Commit-
tee is not interested in having 
a broadband internet tower 
built in the village as part of 
the Osage Nation’s Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security Act projects.

The Nation received more 
than $44.8 million in federal 
CARES Act funding and the 
Executive Branch launched 
a COVID Task Force to cre-
ate an implementation plan 
for spending the money. As 
part of the plan, the Nation 
is proposing to use $3 mil-
lion of the CARES Act fund-
ing to construct broadband 
towers in the Pawhuska 
area to improve internet ac-
cess especially for those who 
work or attend school from 
a home computer or other  
electronic devices.

The Nation’s Information 

Services Department visited 
with the five-member Vil-
lage Committee who consid-
ered the idea to build a tower 
within the village. On Sept. 
21, the committee members 
stated their concerns in turn-
ing down the proposed tower 
project in a meeting with Wil-
liam Fenton, the operations 
manager for the Nation’s In-
formation Services.

Marjorie Williams, village 
committee chairwoman, said 
she is concerned the broad-
band/free internet oppor-
tunity would attract more 
criminal activity to the vil-
lage, in addition to homeless 
individuals and vagrants, 
which is already an ongoing 
issue. Williams said she and 
the other village committee 
members receive reports of 
people squatting in aban-
doned homes and camping 
under the dance arbor in 
addition to other reports 
of burglaries, drug deal-

See BrOadBand
—Continued  on Page 7
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A photo from the 2019 National Indian Taco Championships show 
customers buying Indian Tacos from the Strike Axe cooking booth. 
The annual competition, which is usually held in October, is can-
celed this year due to the ongoing pandemic.

2020 National Indian 
Taco Championship
canceled due to pandemic
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Frybread and Indian taco 
lovers will have to find an-
other outlet for their next 
fix with the 2020 National 
Indian Taco Championship 
canceled until next year.

In August, the Pawhuska 
Chamber of Commerce an-
nounced on social media that 
it would not be hosting the 
annual cooking competition 
and food sale event, which 
typically draws hundreds of 
people to downtown each Oc-
tober. Participating contest 
entrants set up food booths 
on the blocked-off Pawhuska 
streets where people gath-
er to eat, socialize, watch 
a powwow dance competi-
tion and visit other vendor 
booths during the event.

“COVID-19 and Indian 
Tacos just don’t mix! See 
you in 2021,” the Chamber 
announced on its social me-
dia platforms. The day-long 
event has been held on the 
first Saturday in October for 
the past few years. 

The 2019 NITC marked 
the event’s 15th year in 
Pawhuska held on Kihekah 
Avenue just north of the Tri-
angle Building, which is now 
the Frontier Hotel, as well 

as The Pioneer Woman Mer-
cantile.

Each year, cooks and 
their helpers from various 
tribal and culinary back-
grounds come to Pawhuska 
for the competition oppor-
tunity, which includes four 
cash prize places for the  
top winners. 

In 2019, Ramona Hor-
sechief (Pawnee) took first 
place and the Strike Axe 
cooking booth (led by Osages 
Marjorie and John Williams 
Jr.) took both second place 
and the People’s Choice 
award that year. Both are 
repeat event competitors 
who have won top places in 
past NITC years.  

In addition to the Cham-
ber of Commerce hosting, 
sponsors usually include 
the Osage Nation and 
Osage Casino. A contest 
powwow takes place with 
dancers competing for first, 
second or third in their  
respective categories.

Follow the “National In-
dian Taco Championship – 
Pawhuska” on Facebook for 
any further updates. The 
Pawhuska Chamber of Com-
merce is at (918) 287-1208 
for event information and 
any other upcoming Cham-
ber events.

Osage News receives 16 awards from 
Native American Journalists Association
Osage News

NORMAN, Okla. – The 
Osage News received 16 
awards from the Native Ameri-
can Journalists Association for 
its 2019 coverage. The award 
winners were announced on 
Sept. 28.

NAJA will present more 
than 250 awards recognizing 
the best coverage of Indian 
Country during the 2020 Na-
tional Native Media Awards 
virtual ceremony set for 3 p.m. 
CST on Thursday, Oct. 15 
via Zoom. In response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, NAJA 
has postponed the 2020 Na-
tional Native Media Confer-
ence until Sept. 15-19, 2021  
in Phoenix. 

“The Osage News has been 
participating in the National 
Native Media Awards since 
2009. Each year we see jour-
nalism in Indian Country 
improve and advance,” said 
Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage 
News Editor. “It is our honor 
to be part of this prestigious 
list of winners.”

The Osage News team con-
sists of Shaw Duty, Senior 
Reporter Benny Polacca, Re-
porter Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton, 
Photographer Cody Ham-
mer, Columnist Ruby Hansen 
Murray and page designer  
Sherry Stinson. 

The annual competition rec-
ognizes excellence in reporting 
by Indigenous and non-Indig-
enous journalists from across 
the U.S. and Canada. NAJA 
received more than 550 entries 
across the following categories:

• Student Division

• Associate Division I – 
(Circulation below 5,000)

• Associate Division II 
– (Circulation 5,000 – 
10,000)

• Associate Division III – 
(Circulation above 10,000)

• Professional Division I – 
(Circulation below 5,000)

• Professional Division 
II – (Circulation 5,000 – 
10,000)

• Professional Division III – 
(Circulation above 10,000)

The Osage News competed 
in Professional Division II as 
the circulation for the newspa-
per in 2019 was 7,500. Other 

publications competing in Di-
vision II is the Cherokee Phoe-
nix, Mvskoke Media, Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribal Tribune, 
KNBA News, The Southern 
Ute Drum, Comanche Nation 
News, Confederated Umatilla 
Journal and more. 

Below is a list of the awards 
received by the Osage News:

Print – Best News Story
First Place
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Osage family grateful for out-
pouring of support in wake of 
devastating house fire

Second Place
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Congress votes down all-en-
compassing first-time home 
buyer assistance bill

Third Place
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
Amendments to strengthen the 
Osage Nations Independent 
Press Act signed into law

Honorable Mention
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Osage Nation Attorney Gener-
al resigns after arrest

Print / Online – Best 
Environmental Coverage
First Place
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Nation continues water rights 
negotiations with state of Okla-
homa

Second Place
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Osage Nation wins historic 
NAGPRA battle for Missouri 
remains

Print / Online –  
Best Sports Story
Honorable Mention
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
OSU adds Osage Nation citi-

zen J.K. Hadlock to basketball 
roster

Print / Online – Excellence 
in Beat Reporting
First Place
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Osage Nation Government

Honorable Mention
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Osage Nation Congress

Print – Best Feature Story
Second Place
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Grayhorse community wants 
to meet with filmmaker Martin 
Scorsese

Honorable Mention
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
Author draws parallel between 
Osage Reign of Terror and the 
Tulsa Race Riot

Print / Online –  
Best News Photo
Second Place
Cody Hammer
Osage News
Osage elder Cecelia Tallchief 
and her daughter, Osage Na-
tion Congresswoman Brandy 
Lemon

Honorable Mention
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
2019 National Indian Taco 
Championships

Print/Online – Best Column
Honorable Mention
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News
Ruby Hansen Murray,  
Cultural Columnist

Print – Best Layout
Second Place
Sherry Stinson
Osage News

Print – General Excellence
Third Place
Osage News

ON Housing department issues
payment forgiveness through December
Shannon Shaw Duty

Osage News

The Osage Nation Hous-

ing Department has issued 

a Rental and Mortgage Pay-

ment Forgiveness plan De-

cember.

Using CARES Act fund-

ing, the department will 

forgive rental payments for 

Senior Housing tenants and 

families participating in the 

Homeownership Assistance 

program for the next three 

months. The department pre-

viously issued a rental and 

mortgage payment forgive-

ness plan using HUD money 

for the months of July, Au-

gust and September. 

Housing Director James 

Weigant said there are cur-

rently 27 senior housing 

units filled and 50 families 

in the home ownership pro-

gram. The senior housing 

units are located in Pawhus-

ka on the Osage Nation cam-

pus and the homes purchased 

through the home ownership 

program are within Osage 

County.

The housing department 

will mail information to all 

participants of the two pro-

grams detailing the forgive-

ness and how it applies. The 

Nation’s accounting depart-

ment will also cease all auto 

payment deductions from ON 

employees’ paychecks who 

participate in the programs.

According to the housing 

department’s website, the 

homeownership assistance 

program provides home-

ownership opportunities to 

qualifying low-income Na-

tive American families and 

individuals. Homebuyers 

purchase homes through the 

Osage Nation. 

Senior housing provides 

maintenance free and afford-

able rental housing to Native 

American elders residing on 

the Osage Nation reserva-

tion or Osage County. Rent-

al rates are based on annual 

household income of the resi-

dents, according to the web-

site. 

Osage preference ap-

plies to both programs, 

which means Osage tribal 

members, their spouses or 

parents of an Osage child 

will get first preference. 

There are currently wait-

ing lists for both programs 

and Osage officials have ex-

pressed the need to expand  

both programs.

For more information 

about the two programs or 

the Housing Department, 

visit https://www.osagena-

tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/

housing

Osage News File Photo

The Osage Nation Senior Housing complex on the Osage Campus in 
Pawhuska. 

Courtesy Photo/Addie Roanhorse

The Osage Nation’s Bird Creek Farms has been approved for trust status. 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs approved the 68.52 acres to be placed into 
trust on Sept. 28. 
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Assistant Principal Chief Ray-
mond Red Corn requested the land be placed into trust status in 2016. 
Within their letter to the BIA they stated the land would be used for farm-
ing and recreational activities which promote wellness and a healthy life-
style for the Osage community. Walking trails, bridges and several build-
ings are currently being constructed, however, the use of the property 
will remain consistent with its present agricultural use, according to the 
application letter.
The City of Pawhuska had no objections. There will be a 30-day appeals 
window. Once the appeals period closes the fee-to-trust acquisition will 
be published in the Federal Register. 

Bird Creek Farms
approved for trust status
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The First Americans Museum officially opens Sept. 18, 2021, in Okla-
homa City.

First Americans Museum 
scheduled to open
September 2021 in OKC
Benny Polacca
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY – The 
long-awaited American In-
dian Cultural Center is now 
renamed the First Amer-
icans Museum and has a 
September 2021 opening 
date set.

On their social media 
platforms, the First Ameri-
cans Museum announced a 
Sept. 18, 2021 grand open-
ing date for the institute 
located along the Oklahoma 
River southeast of down-
town and the Interstates  
40/35/235 interchange.   

In December 2019, the 
project’s rebranded name 
as the First Americans Mu-
seum was announced and 
“selected in part for its his-
torical accuracy” to illustrate 
the museum’s future-fo-
cused mission to serve as a 
center promoting awareness 
and understanding of the 
cultural diversity, authentic 
history and contributions 
of the 39 tribal nations in 
Oklahoma today, according 
to a news release.

“As we approach the open-
ing of this world-class muse-
um, I was in full agreement 
with the leadership of the 
initiative that it was appro-
priate to move forward with 
a brand that truly reflects 
the story we’re going to tell 
here,” Oklahoma City Mayor 
David Holt said in a state-
ment. “As a proud Osage and 
a proud mayor, I am thrilled 
to see this exciting project 

move forward as the First 
Americans Museum.” 

News of an opening date 
for the museum comes after 
years of delay due to fund-
ing stalls at the Oklaho-
ma state government level 
before a joint venture was 
formed to complete the proj-
ect. Funding for the project 
comes from a venture be-
tween the City of Oklahoma 
City, the state, the Chick-
asaw Nation and private 
donations, according to a  
NonDoc.com article. 

According to the muse-
um’s website, the institute 
will feature a Tribal Nations 
Gallery to tell the collec-
tive stories of the state’s 39 
federally-recognized tribes. 
There will also be a Smith-
sonian Gallery featuring ap-
proximately 140 objects on 
loan from the Smithsonian 
Institute’s National Muse-
um of the American Indian 
with many of these items 
collected in the late 19th 
and 20th centuries from the 
Oklahoma tribes.  

Other museum ameni-
ties include two theaters for 
live performance events and 
film/ video presentations, a 
full-service restaurant and 
coffee shop and a museum 
store where handmade jew-
elry, artwork and clothing 
created by Oklahoma Native 
artists will be on sale.

Follow “First Americans 
Museum” on Facebook, Ins-
tagram and Twitter for up-
dates or visit its website at 
www.famok.org.

Housing units to be added to 
Pawhuska Senior Housing complex
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation has plans 
to build additional senior 
housing units in the Pawhus-
ka Senior Housing complex, 
something many community 
members have been asking for. 

“We plan to build five du-
plexes, for a total of 10 ad-
ditional housing units,” said 
James Weigant, ON Housing 
Director. “The new units will 
look like the phase two units 
on the north side. That would 
be a two-bedroom, one bath 
unit with an enclosed garage 
and tornado safe room. We are 
updating the architectural and 
engineering plans to the cur-
rent building codes. Any mod-
ifications from the phase two 
design will be minor.

“We hope to break ground 
the summer of 2021 and have 
units ready that next late fall 
or early winter.”   

It has been over 15 years 
since phase one of the Senior 
Housing Complex was built in 
on the Osage campus, using 
funds from the Native Amer-
ican Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act (NA-
HASDA). The second phase, 
according to Weigant, was 
built in 2006. 

The new duplexes will be 
built on the empty cul-de-sac 
just north of Title VI and three 
will be built on a new street 
and cul-de-sac to the north-
west of the complex, he said. 

There are currently 28 hous-
ing units and a waiting list. 

“This a neighborhood of fel-
low Osage Elders, across the 
street from Elder Nutrition 
and a very short drive to the 
clinic and all other amenities 
provided in the Osage Nation 
capital,” Weigant said. “We 
have a 24-hour emergency line 
that is answered by employees 
living here in Pawhuska. The 
Housing Department offices 
actually face senior housing, 
so we literally keep eyes on the 
property throughout the day.

“The greatest benefit of liv-
ing in senior housing is the 
oversight and maintenance of 
the units.  Our 24-hour emer-
gency line has been called in 
the middle of the night to un-
lock a unit for the ambulance 
or stop a gushing water leak.  
Even little things like light 
bulbs or a drippy faucet are 
addressed quickly by our se-
nior housing employees.”

Weigant said there are 
plans to build additional Se-

nior Housing complexes in 
Fairfax, Hominy and Skia-
took. He said they conducted 
a survey among the seniors on 
the waiting list and Pawhuska 

was the overwhelming popu-
lar vote. When they do expand 
into the other communities, he 

Courtesy Graphics/James Weigant

The charts show the location popularity for future senior housing expan-
sion. The survey was taken by current individuals on the senior housing 
waiting list.

Courtesy Image/James Weigant

The rectangular boxes show the areas of where the 10 additional housing 
units will be built in the Pawhuska Senior Housing complex.

See hOusIng
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Osage Nation and city of Pawhuska collaborate on public Wi-Fi 
Osage News

Public Wi-Fi is coming to 
Pawhuska, thanks to a part-
nership between the Osage Na-
tion and the city of Pawhuska. 

Through use of funds pro-
vided to the Nation from 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act 
(CARES), a longtime dream 
to close the “digital divide” in 
Pawhuska is becoming a reali-
ty. The Wi-Fi project will begin 
in early October and be com-
pleted in late December.  

“Osage Nation has looked 
for ways to build a system like 
this for many years; it’s just 
been hard to locate funding. 
The CARES Act provided the 
funds and Chief Standing Bear 
gave us the approval to make 
it happen,” said Mark Kirk, 
the Nation’s Information Ser-
vices director. “Additionally, I 
can’t overstate the importance 
of partnering with the city on 
this project. Without access to 
their infrastructure, building 
a network like this wouldn’t be 
possible.”

Kirk said the city has pro-
vided the right of way and free 
access to their utility poles, 
but it will be up to the Nation 
to build out the network and 
maintain it. The overall cost 
of the project is still unknown 
but as the project begins and 

continues, they will have a bet-
ter estimate of costs. 

In April, the Nation received 
more than $44.8 million in 
CARES Act funds and a COVID 
Task Force was formed to im-
plement the money. According 
to the task force’s Implementa-
tion Plan, they earmarked $3 
million to improve broadband 
in the county. 

Phase one of the project will 
provide Wi-Fi to only certain 
areas of the city, Kirk said. 
The reasons being is they need 
to test the range of the equip-

ment they’re installing, and 
that equipment won’t arrive 
until the second week of Octo-
ber. He said the project has a 
hard construction timeline and 
they don’t know how much of 
the project will get completed 
by Dec. 30. 

“The plan is to build as 
much as possible, but Decem-
ber is coming quickly. That 
affects both areas of coverage 
and overall cost of the project,” 
he said.

He said as time goes on and 
the Nation builds out more 

of the network, the coverage  
will improve. 

“Building a broadband sys-
tem is necessary for many 
reasons. Distance learning, 
business communications, 
and social interactions – the 
use of the internet supports 
our people’s work, educa-
tion, entertainment, culture, 
language, and much more,” 
said Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear in an ON Com-
munications release. “Our vi-
sion is that the Osage people 
will be able to live here in our 

territory and access the entire 
planet with modern broadband 
internet. We can gain access to 
every kind of education that 
you can receive in a classroom. 
We can share knowledge and 
experience.”  

The public Wi-Fi project 
is based on programs put in 
place by other municipali-
ties throughout the country, 
according to the release. In 
communities where munici-
pal Wi-Fi has been installed, 
it has become a valuable tool 
for both citizen engagement  
and tourism.  

“The city of Pawhuska is 
looking forward to working 
with Osage Nation and mak-
ing forward progress with a 
Wi-Fi System,” said Pawhuska 
City Manager Tonya Bright. 
“We will continue to work to-
gether to improve our inter-
net connection locally.  We 
also anticipate collaborating 
with Osage Nation on future 
projects as our city continues  
to grow.”

Kirk said the technology 
does have limitations and is 
not intended to be a replace-
ment for a dedicated broad-
band connection. 

“We still have a lot of work 
to do both here and in the rest 
of Osage County,” he said. 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

A sign greets visitors to Pawhuska and the Tallgrass Prairie on Kihekah Ave. on Sept. 29. 
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Standing Bear addresses COVID-19
impacts on Nation during Tzi-Zho Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the COVID-19 pan-
demic stretching more than 
six months and continuing 
into the autumn season, Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear shared updates on how 
the virus has impacted govern-
ment operations as the 2020 
Congressional Tzi-Zho Session 
started.

“The plans we put together 
in March and April have relied 
upon our leadership, employ-
ees, contractors and the Osage 
people to carry out,” Standing 
Bear said in his Sept. 8 open-
ing session address to the Sev-
enth ON Congress. “It is no 
exaggeration to say we have 
been blessed to have each oth-
er. The need for mutual sup-
port and communication has 
brought forth the leadership 
we need to move into the next 
generations. We did not let 
this virus derail our dreams 
for the future, everyone should 
be congratulated.”

With the virus still present 
in the United States, Stand-
ing Bear acknowledged: “We 
have experienced hard chal-
lenges since March, but have 
responded strongly to the ad-
versity caused by the COVID 
pandemic. Nevertheless, great 
harm to health, life and the 
economy has occurred. We still 
do not know what this virus 
will do in the future, we do not 
know how federal, state and 
local governments will react 
next month or next year.”

As of Sept. 29, the Okla-
homa State Department 
of Health reported a total 
of 86,219 positive cases of 
COVID-19. Statewide cumu-
lative deaths reached 1,018 as 
of that report. In March, Okla-
homa reported its first case of 
COVID-19 and by mid-month, 
an Osage Nation public health 
state of emergency was issued 
by Standing Bear and all sev-
en Osage Casinos closed for 
nearly two months as precau-
tionary measures.

“We closed the government 
buildings to the public and 
minimal staff worked on loca-
tion, most employees worked 
from home, Osage Nation 
schools were closed … Today, 
months later, we are operating 
in a new environment which 
is sensitive to safety measures 
such as social distancing and 
the wearing of face coverings,” 
Standing Bear said. “Working 
with our Wahzhazhe Health 
Center, employees are regu-
larly tested for COVID-19 and 
contact tracing procedures are 
followed. At the Osage Casinos 
and Hotels, we (re)opened in 
May with COVID safety proce-
dures in place.”

With the two-month casi-
no shutdown, the Nation’s 
monthly gaming distribution 
stopped for three months and 
for two months, the distribu-
tion returned at a 50% level, 
which goes to fund the govern-
ment operations in addition 
to federal grant funding that 
is already awarded to specific 
government entities. With the 
casino shutdowns, Standing 
Bear said the gaming distri-
bution reduction to the gov-
ernment totaled $16 million 
for those months reduced or no 
gaming distribution was com-
ing in.  

“The (gaming enterprise 
board), the Osage Congress 
and the Executive Branch 
have responded to these chal-
lenges using all available re-
sources – the drawdown from 
the Permanent Fund, use of 
the federal Paycheck Protec-
tion Program and many other 
measures have kept income at 
lower but manageable levels. 
Decisions were made to down-
size the Osage government, 
Osage Casinos and hotels 
also made downsizing adjust-
ments,” Standing Bear said.

As a result of the COVID-19 
impacts on the Nation, Stand-
ing Bear, a former Congress-
man, acknowledged the newly 
seated Seventh ON Congress 
would face a challenging Tzi-
Zho Session where the 2021 
fiscal year government bud-
gets would be considered.

“This Tzi-Zho Session will 
see tough decisions from each 
member of this Congress on ap-
propriations to meet the needs 
of the Osage people not only 
in the next 12 months, but for 
many years to come. Decisions 
by this Congress will have 
lasting impact as you measure 
the projected revenue and the 
requested funding. Even then, 
should there be a COVID virus 
surge and the vaccination pro-
gram fail, the casino and other 

revenue could stop again and 
this Congress and I would then 
meet to answer the questions 
our people will have – Primari-
ly the question of: What are we 
going to do?”

Standing Bear added: “De-
spite all the difficulties, we 
have maintained full funding 
of our Osage Nation Health 
(benefit) card, Medicare Plan 
F, supplement, Medicare Plan 
D prescription program and 
our Osage scholarship fund, 
but further pressure is on 
us all to better qualify use of 
these funds. Health costs con-
tinue to grow everywhere at a 
rapid pace and Osage Nation is 
no exception. Our burial assis-
tance program meets a part of 
the family needs, but for some 
of our traditional funerals 

more is needed to relieve the 
financial stress, which comes 
so suddenly and the amounts 
are a financial shock no griev-
ing family should endure as 
the loss of a loved one is heavy 
already. And although our 
Higher Education Scholarship 
has remained steady in fund-
ing needs, costs are rising and 
more requests for graduate 
and professional school fund-
ing are being heard. The Con-
gress and Executive (branch) 
must work together on these 
and other programs.”

Standing Bear also ad-
dressed the recent U.S. Su-
preme Court McGirt case, 
which received a ruling that 
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Reservation in present-day 
Oklahoma was never dises-

tablished by their allotment 
act or other federal laws. “Sev-
eral questions will have to be 
answered, including what will 
be the effect of the McGirt case 
on the Osage Nation v. Irby 
case where the (U.S.) Supreme 
Court denied review of lower 
federal courts decisions which 
said the Osage Nation has 
been disestablished? Another 
question is: What is the effect 
of the McGirt decision on juris-
diction issues outside of crim-
inal law, such as regulatory 
and taxation jurisdiction? Al-
though, only one tribe (MCN), 
is part of the McGirt lawsuit, 
the other four of the Five Civ-
ilized Tribes see this case as 
applying to them. The effect of 
the McGirt case on the Osage 
Nation can only be determined 
by further court decision or 
federal legislation. This could 
have great benefit to the Osage 
Nation or bring great harm. 
We do know the way the Osage 
Nation handled the Osage Na-
tion v. Irby case is a model of 
how not to do a case like this. 
This will be very difficult and 
to tackle this issue, the (ON) 
Attorney General has a team 
of attorneys which, in my opin-
ion, are the best to take on this 
challenge for (the Nation).”

The 24-day Tzi-Zho Session 
is slated to end on Oct. 5.

For more information on 
filed legislation, passed legis-
lation and upcoming

Congressional session and 
committee meetings, visit the 
Congressional website at:

www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch

said they have to do it respon-
sibly by taking into account 
proper support of the units 
when it comes to emergencies 
and service calls. That could 
mean outfitting and equipping 
an entire new crew to be on lo-
cation, he said. 

To live in the housing units, 
a person must be classified 
as low income per HUD stan-
dards. The individual must 
be Native American and at 
least 55 years of age or older. 
All applicants are rated and 
ranked and then placed on a 
waiting list in order of their 
points awarded, he said. Ad-
ditional points are given for 
years of age over 55 and for 

being Osage, a veteran, and/
or disabled. The units are ADA 
compliant, but the units are 
not assisted living. Individu-
als must be able to safely live 
in the home by themselves or 
with a caretaker.      

Rent is based solely on 
each tenant’s total household 
monthly income. The hous-
ing department charges rent 
in the form of 15% of the in-
dividuals monthly household 
income. IIM account income is 
only counted or factored in if it 
is the sole source of income.

For more information, con-
tact the Osage Nation Housing 
Department at (918) 287-5310 
or toll free at 1-800-490-8771. 
The housing department office 
is located in the Nation’s Wel-
come Center in Pawhuska.

hOusIng 
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Osage Congress confirms two Osages for board service
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Seventh Osage Nation 
Congress voted to confirm two 
Osage individuals to serve on 
their respective boards for a 
three-year term.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear appointed 
Tammy Fugate Baldauff to the 
Gaming Commission Board 
and Danny Sadler to the Osage 
Limited Liability Company 
Board and both were subject to 
consideration of Congressional 
confirmation during the 2020 
Tzi-Zho Session.

Baldauff met with the Con-
gressional Commerce, Gaming 
and Land Committee on Sept. 
17, which was held via elec-
tronic means. 

Baldauff holds a bachelor’s 
degree in petroleum land man-
agement and a law degree 
from West Virginia University 
and told the committee she has 
no prior experience working in 
a gaming environment and ex-
pressed interest in trainings to 
learn more about the commis-
sion’s regulatory duties. She 
noted the first four Gaming 
Commission meetings brought 
her steep learning curves and 
acknowledged the introduction 
material presented by Gaming 
Commission Executive Direc-
tor Elizabeth Hembree on the 
commission’s duties.

“She runs a tight ship over 
there, very organized, she 
prepared me well for the first 
meeting and I’m so thankful,” 
Baldauff said of Hembree. “I 
personally am not a gambler, 
but I do believe in being very 
strict with our regulations, 
with our gaming in making 
sure we’re doing everything 
right, so I would appreciate 
a little more training. I’m a 
hard worker… I feel I can be a 
valuable part of that (Gaming 
Commission) team.”

Baldauff’s work experience 
includes serving as Assistant 
to the Director, President’s

Office for Social Justice at 
WVU (1990-1992) and as a Pe-
troleum Landman for Sun

Production/ Sun Explora-

tion Company in Houston and 
Corpus Christi, Texas.

In later years, Baldauff 
lived in various places while 
her husband worked as a

Petroleum Engineer and she 
worked in several volunteer 
capacities, according to her 
resume. Her volunteer work 
includes Co-founder/ board 
member of the Catholic Wom-
en of Houston; Co-founder/ di-
rector of the Cairo American 
College Strings Program in 
Egypt; and served as a Reli-
gious Education Board mem-
ber of St. Bartholomew in 
Katy, Texas.

On Sept. 25, Fugate received 
an 11-0 confirmation vote from 
the Congress with one absence 
from RJ Walker at the time due 
to a connection issue with most 
Congress members meeting by 
video conference throughout 
the 24-day session. Baldauff 
joins fellow Gaming Commis-
sion board members Larraine 
Wilcox and Gary Weyl.

On Sept. 15, Sadler told 
the commerce committee he 
recently retired from the ad-
vertising industry after 42 
years in the profession. Sadler 
helped found two companies 
and brings experience in col-
laboration and leading em-
ployees in those workplaces. 

“Being in advertising and 
marketing, it’s all about brand-
ing and I think for Osage LLC 
it’s time for a little rebrand-
ing,” Sadler told the commit-
tee. “In advertising, there’s a 
saying that a brand is a story 

that’s told everyday and I feel 
like I can help adequately tell 
this story and help it grow. I’ve 
worked with (fellow LLC Board 
members) Richard Perrier and 
Frank Freeman and I feel like 
I complement their strengths.”

As a recent appointee, 
Sadler said he is still learn-
ing about the LLC and has at-
tended several board meetings 
both in person and electroni-
cally. “I feel like they’ve done 
a good job in starting fresh, I 
know there’s a lot of work … 
We’re trying to make good 
business decisions, we’re being 
frugal and lean, we’re a work-
ing board.”

Sadler said the current 
LLC structure includes re-
cently-hired General Man-
ager Hillary McIntosh with 
an assistant and a per-proj-
ect worker in addition to the 
three-member LLC Board. In 
working with the LLC, Sadler 
said this is his first time work-
ing with an 8(a) company and 
the LLC is working on a busi-
ness plan that will be present-
ed to Congress at a later date.

“To generate revenue, you 
have to have different points 
of view, different thinking and 
I feel like that’s where I come 
in,” Sadler said. “We’re work-
ing with a consultant that’s 
been helping us with business 
development, I feel like be-
ing an 8(a), we can be a part-
ner with a lot of government 
initiatives, I see that as be-
ing our biggest money maker 
and I’m still learning. It’s an  
ongoing process.”

Sadler’s confirmation passed 
with an 11-1 vote with one “no” 
vote from Congresswoman 
Jodie Revard. Sadler’s term is 
also for a three-year term.

The Congress will consider 
other board and commission 
members with the remaining 
time left in the 24-day Tzi-
Zho Session, which continues  
into October.

Courtesy Photo

Tammy Fugate Baldauff was con-
firmed by the Congress to serve on 
the Osage Gaming Commission.

Courtesy Photo

Danny Sadler was confirmed by 
the Congress to serve on the Osage 
LLC board.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Speaker of the Congress Angela Pratt conducts the Tzi-Zho Session on Sept. 25, 2020, while nine members of 
Congress and members of the Executive Branch use GoToMeeting to participate in the session.
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park will enjoy water features 
such a small rapids, rocks and 
trees, and possibly areas for 
fishing.  

“I anticipate there being 
a ribbon cutting, for both the 
park and the farm,” she said, 
once the new buildings are 
also completed for Bird Creek 
Farms. “Both of these develop-
ments create a tremendous op-
portunity for our Osage people 
to be part of not only our food 
security endeavors but also to 
showcase the importance of 
the land to our people.”

ecO Park 
–from Page 1

technology at first but it’s all 
coming together,” Bighorse 
told the Congressional Cultur-
al Committee on Sept. 10.

The Language department 
and the Wahzhazhe Cultural 
Center received $944,900 from 
the CARES Act money distrib-
uted to the Nation. That mon-
ey gave them the ability to buy 
the equipment and software to 
move online. All the CARES 
Act money has to be spent 
on implemented projects by  
Dec. 30.

Bighorse said that Osage 
constituents can expect lan-
guage and culture podcasts, 
an Osage language station on 
YouTube TV and an online 
Osage Dictionary. He also 
said that if everything falls 
into place, they will be work-
ing with a company to create 
lifelike virtual avatars of the 
language teachers to help stu-
dents at home study the pro-
nunciation of Osage speakers.

“We have money to take 
the library that’s located in 
the back of the language de-
partment and turn it into a 
recording studio and we’re 
going to start doing podcasts, 
getting with some of the peo-
ple we have left, that wants 
to come and talk about lan-
guage,” he said. “It’s all going 
to be about language, language  
and culture.”

They have a four-person 
committee consisting of cur-
rent language and culture 
employees that includes John 
HorseChief, OJ Littlecook, 
Celena NoEar, and Herman 
Sleeper. The committee is also 
spearheading the production 
of cultural videos that tell the 
history of the Osage, historical 
Osage figures and stories.

“We’ll be reaching out to a lot 
of you folks to come and sit in 
for a 10 to15 minute interview 
about language and culture,” 
he said to the congressional 
committee. “Cooking, Inlonsh-
ka, just whatever we want to 
talk about; the sky’s the limit. 
Ribbonwork, how ribbonwork 
and our language fit together. 
It’s going to be exciting.”

For the online dictionary, 

the language department is 
working with the University 
of Oklahoma to obtain the dig-
ital rights of Carolyn Quinte-
ro’s “Osage Dictionary,” which 
is currently unavailable on  
Amazon.com.

“We have to take it and get 
it converted over to put our 
orthography in it,” Bighorse 
said. “As it converts it will en-
able us to put an online dictio-
nary with our orthography.”

Addie Hudgins, the 
Wahzhazhe Cultural Center 
Director, also gave an update 
on the popular cultural classes 
they teach, which includes fin-
gerweaving, ribbonwork, bead-
ing, necklace making, etcetera.

Classes will be virtual this 
year and class schedules and 
digital signups will be post-
ed online later this month, 
she said. For the supplies, 
which were traditionally given 
out during the class, a curb-
side pick-up will be available 
for those who reside locally, 
and supply packets will also 
be mailed out to those who  
live away.

To receive supplies for the 
classes, it will be first-come, 
first-served until supplies run 
out, she said. The video will 
be available to all who wish to 
take the class.

Hudgins said they are plan-
ning for the annual Wahzhazhe 
Cultural Encampment in April 
2021, but if the pandemic is 
still ongoing the event will 
most likely be canceled.

Osage News File Photo

Attendees of the 2019 Osage Oil & Gas Summit include Osage Miner-
als Council members, energy producers and company employees, as 
well as Osage shareholders. The 2020 summit has been canceled due to 
COVID-19 concerns.

Osage Minerals Council 
cancels annual Oil and 
Gas Summit
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

Add the 2020 Osage Oil and 
Gas Summit to the list of coro-
navirus-induced cancellations. 

On Sept. 21, Osage Minerals 
Council member Susan For-
man confirmed via email that 
no plans are underway to host 
a summit this year thanks to 
COVID-19. Due to the ongoing 
pandemic, the Osage Miner-
als Council has been conduct-
ing its meetings via Zoom  
since April. 

“The pandemic makes it too 
dangerous and it takes a year 
in advance to assemble a team 
and plan a successful summit 
like the 2019 Osage Oil and 
Gas Summit,” Forman wrote. 

The 2019 edition brought 
several hundred producers, 
shareholders and government 
officials to together for a two-
day affair at Osage Casino 
Tulsa. However, as of Sept. 21, 

Tulsa County has almost 1,400 
active COVID-19 cases accord-
ing to the Oklahoma State De-
partment of Health, including 
22 just in the casino’s zip code. 

With Tulsa County consis-
tently among the state’s high-
est COVID-19 case counts 
since the pandemic’s early 
days, the summit is not the 
only casualty. Several organi-
zation meetings and events in 
Tulsa’s Indigenous communi-
ty have either been canceled 
outright or moved to a digital 
format in an effort to prevent 
additional spread of the virus.

With the Guthrie Green 
still closed, the city’s Native 
American Day celebration in 
October will instead be online. 
The Greater Tulsa Area In-
dian Affairs Commission has 
been conducting its meetings 
via web conference since April. 
Meanwhile, both the Tulsa In-
dian Club and Intertribal Indi-
an Club canceled their annual 
powwows earlier this year.

ity for the documents from the 
Secretary of Interior’s office so 
there was no signature cere-
mony planned in Washington, 
D.C., Standing Bear said.

Terry Mason Moore, le-
gal counsel for the Executive 
Branch, said she worked with 
Kimberly Pearson, Osage Ca-
sinos Executive Director, and 
Melissa Currey, director of 
ON Real Estate Services, and 
the Gaming Enterprise Board 
on the trust documents for 
the lands, which took several 
years to process. “The deeds 
will be signed, and the prop-
erties will go into trust – then 
we’ll do gaming,” she said.

The Osage County land 
tracts at issue include approx-
imately 125 acres located two 
miles west of Bartlesville just 
south of U.S. 60. The Pawhus-
ka parcel is 63.1 acres located 
at the three-way intersection 
off State Highway 99 and U.S. 
60, across from the El Vallarta 
restaurant. The applications 

were first submitted to the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs (BIA) in 
2014 and 2016, respectively.  

Expanded gaming and ho-
tel amenities on the new trust 
lands means the current long-
time Pawhuska and Bartles-
ville locations will eventually 
relocate. The Pawhuska casino 
opened in 2003 and is locat-
ed on the Pawhuska Indian 
Village property. In 2006, the 
Bartlesville casino opened on 
country property located ap-
proximately five miles west of 
State Highway 123 and four 
miles south of U.S. 60.   

“We are so excited that this 
day has finally come, we had to 
go back and forth and gather 
many, many documents to pro-
vide … Now, we are in a posi-
tion to continue the growth of 
our gaming and really move 
our tribe forward,” Pearson 
said. Osage Casinos CEO By-
ron Bighorse called the oc-
casion “a long time coming” 
and he is “really excited to get 
started on the projects in the 
near future.”

“We intend to build as soon 
as possible on our Pawhus-

ka and Bartlesville (new lo-
cations), which will really 
advance us for more money to 
the tribe,” said Mark Simms, 
chairman of the Nation’s Gam-
ing Enterprise Board.

Amid past disagreements be-
tween the BIA and the Nation, 
Standing Bear noted the mile-
stone is “evidence of coopera-
tion and progress that can be 
made through cooperation with 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and them working with us.”

Streater thanked the Na-
tion for the invite to the docu-
ments signing in the Executive 
Branch conference room. “The 
collaborative effort is really key 
in getting these to go through, 
there’s a lot of hoops to jump 
through, a lot of hurdles to 
cross … we’ve come to the point 
where you’ll sign the deeds over 
to the U.S. government and I 
as the delegated authority will 
take them into trust for the 
tribe and we can move forward 
from there. I know 2020 has 
been a trying year, but this is 
certainly a good way to end it,” 
Streater said.

ing activity, prostitution and  
stolen items.

“We’re not ready for it, I’ve 
got to protect my people out 
here, my elderly and my dis-
abled,” Williams said of the 
proposed broadband tower. 
Fenton said he understood 
her concerns, noting “the last 
thing in the world we want to 
do is bring harm on any Osage 
or anybody.” 

Committee member Fawn 
Cheshewalla said possible 
health effects to residents in 
the village’s close vicinity is a 
concern for her. “My vote is a 
‘no,’ I just think that money 
can be spent in another man-
ner to benefit this land or to 
benefit this Nation as a whole,” 
she said.

Fenton said he also re-
searched health-related in-
formation on the impacts of 
broadband towers. “Places like 
the World Health Organiza-
tion said there’s not enough in-
formation out there, there’s no 
evidence right now of health 
risks because it’s non-ionizing 
radiation. But I’m not here to 
convince you one way or an-
other if you don’t want to do it. 
This was just something we’re 
trying to offer to the village,” 
Fenton said.

In the meantime, Fenton 
said other locations for broad-
band tower locations are being 
considered. “The idea behind 
the project to begin with was 
if people need to social dis-
tance and self-quarantine, 
they would have the ability to 
work from home or do school 
from home whether they work 

for the Nation or not,” he said. 
In a separate proposed project, 
Fenton said plans are under-
way to bring fiber optic cable to 
the Wakon Iron building to lay 
the groundwork for internet 
expansion without Wi-Fi.

Also, in recent Pawhuska 
village updates, Pete Big-
horse Sr. is now serving on 
the five-member board as of 
August. Bighorse is filling the 
remainder of the term for-
merly held by Theresa Tinker 
Schutz, who resigned. Per the 
Pawhuska village constitution, 
the village committee, fills any 
vacancies for the remainder of 
the member’s two-year term.

Elected in November 
2019, other Pawhuska Vil-
lage Committee members are 
Williams, Cheshewalla, Cher-
okee Cheshewalla and Myron  
Red Eagle.

TERA task force to begin
research on potential agreement
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Osage Minerals Council’s 
TERA task force is getting off 
the ground. 

Although its schedule is still 
in flux, the Osage Minerals 
Council agreed at its Sept. 16 
meeting to have the task force 
charged with researching a po-
tential Tribal Energy Rights 
Agreement to start digging in 
on the questions and specifics 
on what such an agreement 
would look like for the Osage 
mineral estate. 

“I’m 50/50 on this, but 
I’m willing to put the work 
in and do the research on 
this,” Councilwoman Margo  
Gray said.

First approved in 2005, a 
TERA between a tribe and 

the Department of Interior al-
lows a tribe to review, approve 
and manage leases, business 
agreements and rights of way 
for energy development on 
tribal land without having to 
go through the Secretary of In-
terior every step of the way.

Several questions are still 
pending since the federal gov-
ernment updated the rules 
regarding TERA in late 2019. 
Among the more prominent 
unknowns include a complete 
list of what functions a tribe 
can legally take over from the 
federal government and how 
much funding will be made 
available to offset the costs as-
sociated with taking on those 
additional tasks. 

“Whether we decide to do 
it or not … it’s going to take 
a significant amount of mon-

ey,” Councilman Paul Revard 
said, noting that permitting 
and other related functions 
through the state of Oklaho-
ma cost more than $15 mil-
lion annually. “I don’t see any 
point moving forward with a 
TERA without the funding 
and I kinda doubt the federal 
government is going to give us 
$15-$20 million. 

“The funding is the first 
thing we need to be pursuing.”

The task force was created at 
the council’s July meeting with 
seven of the eight members of 
the Osage Minerals Council 
serving on it, along with rep-
resentatives from the execu-
tive and legislative branches. 
The lone voluntary exception 
is Councilwoman Marsha Har-
lan, who has requested to re-
ceive regular updates. 

Settlement negotiations in Osage 
Wind case set to begin in 2021
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

TULSA — The ongoing 
Osage Wind case will start 
2021 with a settlement con-
ference.   

According to court records, 
a settlement conference has 
been ordered for Jan. 14, 
2021, before Adjunct Judge 
John Tucker. However, par-
ticipating in such a confer-
ence does not automatically 
mean that the case will be 
settled. 

As per the order, dated 
Sept. 17 and signed by Mag-
istrate Judge Paul Cleary, all 
civil cases filed in the North-
ern District of Oklahoma are 
expected to go through the 
settlement process before 
taking a lawsuit to trial. Par-
ticipation is mandatory for 
all parties. 

The Osage Minerals Coun-

cil and the Department of 
Interior must provide a state-
ment by Dec. 31 that includes 
an itemization of damages, 
a discussion of liability and 
their settlement demands. 
Attorneys for Enel Green 
Power North America, Enel 
Kansas and Osage Wind will 
have one week to respond. 

Meanwhile, the quest for 
documents continues on both 
sides.

Attorneys for the Osage 
Minerals Council are asking 
for documents to back up 
claims from Enel Green Pow-
er North America and Enel 
Kansas that it believed it was 
acting in “good faith” when 
it began excavation work on 
Osage Wind without a feder-
al lease or permit.  

Among the documents 
sought by Enel Green Power 
North America’s attorneys 
include all communications 
between the Osage Minerals 

Council and Osage Nation 
regarding the wind farm dat-
ing back to Jan. 1, 2010. In a 
rebuttal filed Sept. 22, attor-
neys for Enel pushed back at 
the notion that some of those 
communiques could fall un-
der executive privilege. 

“’Executive privilege may 
not be invoked by the OMC to 
avoid producing documents 
in response to Defendants’ 
discovery requests or to oth-
erwise decline to provide in-
formation in discovery, such 
as in depositions,” attorney 
Ryan Ray wrote. “Defendants 
have sought communications 
that may be relevant to the 
OMC’s knowledge about the 
project and the remedies 
OMC currently is seeking.” 

A hearing on the dueling 
motions to compel is sched-
uled for Oct. 7 at 10 a.m. via 
telephone before Magistrate 
Judge Jodi Jayne.



8 October 2020 osagenews.orgHealtH News
Colonization and Domestic Violence
StrongHearts Native Helpline

The parallels that can be 
drawn between colonialism 
and domestic violence can be 
seen through their definitions 
and through a review of Na-
tive American history. Having 
lived through genocide and 
horrific suffering, the after-
math of European contact and 
colonization continues to not 
only haunt Native Americans, 
it wreaks havoc in their every-
day lives. 

Colonization is the act of 
domination involving the 
subjugation of one people to 
another. It’s the practice of 
gaining full or partial control 
over another country and its 
Indigenous peoples, occupying 
it with settlers, and exploiting 
it economically. In the process, 
colonizers impose their reli-
gion, economics and cultural 
practices on others. Simply 
put, this is Native American 
history in a nutshell.

Domestic violence occurs in 
a relationship when one part-
ner uses a pattern of abusive 
behavior to gain or maintain 
power and control over an in-
timate partner. The abuse can 
physically harm, arouse fear, 
prevent a person from acting 
freely, or force them to behave 
in ways they do not want. 

Europeans and 
Christianity

Imagine what it must have 
been like to meet Europeans 
whose Christian beliefs con-
demned everything about our 
peoples. Natives were seen as 
savages and pagans who need-
ed to be “saved” or removed. 
The Europeans used their pow-
er to control our ancestors, just 
as abusers use their power to 
control their victims, both use 
manipulation and violence.

In reality, our ancestors 
were healthy, strong, and dig-
nified. They believed in a Cre-
ator and Mother Earth. Native 
Americans lived simple but 
good lives.

Native American cultures, 
languages, lands and lives 
were all systematically and 
forcibly taken. Our ancestors 
were pushed to the ends of 
the earth, to the badlands, to 
the prairie deserts, and to the 
unknown. They suffered geno-

cide, assimilation and endured 
unimaginable violence. Today, 
there is ample evidence that 
genocide still occurs through 
the inhumane conditions on 
reservations, the jurisdictional 
issues that prevent the pros-
ecution of non-Native perpe-
trators on tribal lands, and 
ignoring missing and mur-
dered Indigenous women.

Intergenerational Trauma
While a newly researched 

topic, epigenetic research has 
led to findings that trauma 
has been chemically etched 
into the DNA of survivors. The 
signature of oppression, abuse, 
starvation and genocide was 
written into the epigenetic 
code of every Native American. 
This signature is known as in-
tergenerational trauma and 
has been passed down through 
generations of survivors — 
Holocaust survivors, Native 
Americans and African Ameri-
cans share the same epigenetic 
chemical signature. 

According to a New York 
Times science report “Can We 
Really Inherit Trauma?” epi-
genetic research is in its infan-
cy, but supports preliminary 
findings that suggest trauma 
transmission is plausible. The 
idea of trauma transmission 
presumably occurs before con-
ception, but other studies also 
suggest that trauma can be 
expressed after conception and 
within the womb of abused 
pregnant mothers. 

In a report issued by Mich-
igan State University titled 
“Domestic abuse may affect 
children in womb,” the study is 
the first to link abuse of preg-
nant women with emotional 
and behavioral trauma symp-
toms in their children within 
the first year of life. Symptoms 
include nightmares, startling 
easily, being bothered by 
loud noises and bright lights, 
avoiding physical contact, and 
having trouble experiencing 
enjoyment.

The Connection
Domestic violence isn’t a 

Native American tradition — 
it was introduced through col-
onization. Domestic violence 
manifested over generations 
of Native Americans being 
enslaved and raped by Euro-

pean settlers. Violence was so 
ingrained into the fabric of ev-
eryday life that our ancestors 
not only succumbed to it, they 
were forced to assimilate to it.

Connecting the dots between 
intergenerational trauma and 
domestic violence is just one 
piece of the puzzle. Surviving 
trauma can lead to post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD) 
and that unresolved trauma 
can lead to increased rates of 
suicide, substance abuse, do-
mestic violence, depression, 
and the development of poor 
coping skills. 

Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder 

Post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD) is a mental health 
condition triggered by a terri-
fying event suffered by people 
exposed to extreme stress, vio-
lence or loss. 

Symptoms may include:

• intrusive memories 

• avoidance

• negative changes in 
thinking and/or mood

• changes in physical and/or 
emotional reactions 

Symptoms associated with 
the Native American experi-
ence may include: 

• negative thoughts about 
oneself, other people or the 
world 

• hopelessness about the 
future 

• difficulty maintaining 
close relationships

• difficulty experiencing 
positive emotions 

Emotional cues may include:

• self-destructive behavior, 
such as drinking too much 
or driving too fast 

• irritability 

• angry outbursts or 
aggressive behavior 

• overwhelming guilt or 
shame

 
Spiritual Connection

If intergenerational trauma 
could be physically or spiritu-
ally felt, it might be that eerie 
feeling of “déjà vu” when look-
ing at historical photos — like 
you’ve seen them before but 
it’s the first time. It might be 
the feeling of dread when read-
ing about Native American 
history. It could be a denial of 
emotion when looking away 
from an act of oppression. It’s 
like a bad dream that you can’t 
remember but you still feel 
the misery. You feel it in your 
bones, in your heart, and in 
your mind.

Native American
Healing Traditions

The continued suffering of 
Native Americans is a testa-
ment to the need to heal and 
practice traditional ceremo-
nies and attend community 
gatherings to serve that pur-
pose. Ceremonies promote 
wellness by acknowledging 
the interrelatedness of Spirit, 
the Creator, and the Universe. 
Community gatherings pro-
vide an opportunity for tradi-
tional healers and storytellers 
to use prayer, chants, drum-
ming, songs and sacred objects 
to restore and renew a sense of 
hope and pride.

About StrongHearts: Na-
tive Americans have choices 
and resources and relatives 
who care about helping them. 
StrongHearts Native Helpline 
is available at 1-844-7NA-
TIVE (1-844-762-8483) or visit 
strongheartshelpline.org and 
click on the chat now icon for 
one-on-one advocacy daily 
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. CT.  

October ‘Domestic Violence
Awareness Month’ calls for an end
to violence on Indigenous peoples
StrongHearts Native Helpline

Every October during Do-
mestic Violence Awareness 
Month (DVAM), advocates and 
communities across Indian 
Country and the United States 
rally together to honor survi-
vors of domestic violence and 
support abuse prevention.

In 2020, StrongHearts Na-
tive Helpline once again calls 
on advocates, tribal leaders, 
reservation and urban Indian 
community members, service 
providers and Native organiza-
tions to support the movement 
to prevent and end domestic 
violence, which disproportion-
ately affects millions of Na-
tives every year.

Violence against Indigenous 
peoples began with European 
contact and has continued to 
this day, adding up to more 
than 500 years of abuse. Do-
mestic violence, which contin-
ues as a tool of colonization, 
represents a lack of respect for  
Native peoples.

Native women and men 
in the United States expe-
rience domestic violence at 
alarming rates, with more 
than four in five Natives hav-
ing experienced some form 
of violence in their lifetime 
and more than half experi-
encing physical violence by 
an intimate partner in the  
past year.

Domestic violence has many 
faces: physical, sexual, emo-
tional, cultural, financial and 
digital. It doesn’t discriminate 
and includes violence against 
children, elders, LGBTQ2S 
individuals. There is also a 
strong connection between do-
mestic violence and thousands 
of Missing and Murdered In-
digenous women.

Native nations in the Lower 
48 and Alaska Native Villages 
continually go underfunded for 
life saving  domestic violence 
services. Now in its fourth year 
of operation, StrongHearts 
has received more than 9,103 
phone calls and online chats 
requesting critically-needed 

support to deal with intimate 
partner violence. Of the phone 
calls, 5,010 were received in 
2019 — a 396.04% increase 
from 2018.

This year during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, conver-
sations focused on domestic 
violence have attracted inter-
national media and public at-
tention. Alarming increases in 
domestic violence have been 
documented worldwide, due 
to victims and their abusers 
being trapped in close quar-
ters while sheltering in place 
during quarantines. In Au-
gust, in an effort to help Na-
tives affected by all forms of 
violence during this uncertain 
and dangerous time, Strong-
Hearts added sexual violence 
advocacy to its existing do-
mestic and dating violence  
outreach services.

“We must continue to 
heighten public awareness of 
the issues of violence in Indian 
Country,” says StrongHearts 
Native Helpline Director Lori 
Jump (Sault Ste. Marie Tribe 
of Chippewa Indians). “Strong-
Hearts Native Helpline urges 
all individuals not only during 
October but throughout the 
year to believe survivors, speak 
out and take action against 
abuse, and to share supportive 
resources with their loved ones 
and communities in a concen-
trated effort to put an end to 
domestic violence forever.”

StrongHearts Native Help-
line is a safe, anonymous and 
confidential domestic, dating 
and sexual violence helpline 
that offers culturally-appropri-
ate support and advocacy for 
American Indians and Alaska 
Natives. If you or someone you 
love is experiencing domestic, 
dating or sexual violence or if 
you have questions about your 
behavior, help is available. For 
one-on-one advocacy, click on 
the Chat Now icon at https://
www.strongheartshelpline.
org/ or call 1-844-7NATIVE 
(762-8483). Advocates are 
available daily from 7 a.m. to 
10 p.m. CT.

Health Authority 
Board holds new 
officer election
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With two recent resigna-
tions from the Osage Nation 
Health Authority Board, the 
three remaining board mem-
bers are continuing their du-
ties and project work.

On Aug. 27, the board 
members unanimously 
elected Cindra Shangreau 
to serve as Chairwoman as 
part of the new officer elec-
tions. Shangreau is assum-
ing the board chair role after 
Dr. Patrick Tinker resigned 
earlier in the month along 
with Nancy Keil. 

Both resignations took 
place during the August spe-
cial session of the Seventh 
ON Congress, which passed 
a bill removing the board’s 
duty to handle all personnel 
matters at the Wahzhazhe 
Health Center. Those per-
sonnel matters will be han-
dled by the Nation’s Human 
Resources Department, 
which handles those from 
other ON government pro-
gram/ departments.

Also that day, fellow 
board member Michael Bri-
stow was elected Vice Chair-
man and Cecelia Tallchief 
remains board Treasurer.

The HAB is continuing to 
work with Nation officials 
and consultants on prelimi-
nary plans for a new larger 

Wahzhazhe Health Center 
facility in Pawhuska.

During the Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion, the HAB met with the 
Congressional Health and 
Social Services Committee 
to discuss budget and any 
pertinent information as the 
Congress considered gov-
ernmental operations bud-
gets for the 2021 fiscal year. 
Shangreau told the commit-
tee the new clinic project is 
ongoing and the board is still 
considering locations and no 
decision was made by the 
end of September.

Due to the confidential 
proprietary status of pos-
sible new clinic locations, 
Shangreau only added that 
Assistant Principal Chief 
Raymond Red Corn is help-
ing the board with any need-
ed business negotiations as 
the location consideration 
process continues. 

Along with most boards 
and commissions, the Prin-
cipal Chief will be charged 
with appointing individuals 
to fill the HAB vacancies. 
Once that occurs, then the 
12-member Congress will 
consider the individuals for 
confirmation consideration, 
which includes a vetting 
process with a questionnaire 
on board service, profession-
al experience, as well as an 
interview with the Congres-
sional committee.

The enrollment deadline 
requirement comes as the 
Seventh ON Congress meets 
for its first regular session 
following the June 2020 elec-
tion and also as discussions 
continue on how to move for-
ward during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Congress and 
its committees also continued 
to discuss and consider the 
2021 fiscal year budgets as 
the Sept. 30 deadline neared, 
which also includes the vari-
ous direct services offered to 
Osage constituents.

The annual amount each 
approved Osage health ben-
efit plan applicant receives 
is $500 for those age 64 and 
younger. Osages age 65 years 
and older receive $1,000 an-
nually. Osage elders partici-
pating in the Medicare Plan 
F/Part D program will not be 
eligible for the health bene-
fit card. Members can only 
participate in one benefit or  
the other.

During discussion and de-
bate on ONCA 20-79 before 
the vote, Congressman Eli 
Potts said he is against the 
amendment citing the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic. 
Congressman RJ Walker 
also opposed the change, 
noting “I feel it’s our job to 
help those in need to get  
the benefit.”

Congresswoman Bran-
dy Lemon, who is the cur-
rent health/social services 
committee chair, said she 
supports the change noting 
there are other deadlines 
in everyday life, including 
employee benefits. “I don’t 
think it’s asking too much of 
our people,” she said.

Congresswoman Alice 
Goodfox also agreed, noting 
“I think it’s a moving tar-
get” with no health benefit 
enrollment deadline, which 
“makes it difficult for pro-
cessing forms and appro-
priating money.” In 2019, 
the Congress approved an 
$8 million appropriation for 
the health benefit fund for 
Osages under age 65 and 
$4.5 million for elders health 
benefit plans. 

ONCA 20-79 passed with 
“yes” votes from Congress 
members Scott BigHorse, 
Goodfox, Billy Keene, Lem-
on, Revard, Pam Shaw, Pau-
la Stabler and Congressional 
Speaker Angela Pratt. Vot-
ing “no” were Potts, Walker, 
Joe Tillman and John Maker.

For more information 
on filed legislation, passed 
legislation and upcoming 
Congressional session and 
committee meetings, visit 
the Congressional website 
at: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/
legislative-branch

health BeneFIt 
–from Page 1
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Wahzhazhe Health Center 
releases COVID-19 Update 
for the week Sept. 21-25
Osage News

The Wahzhazhe Health Center has 
released its weekly COVID-19 update 
of tests conducted at its facility in 
Pawhuska.

“It remains the goal of the Osage 
Nation Health Services WahZhaZhe 
Health Center to educate and inform 
our patients and the public in general 
about COVID-19,” said Laura Sawney, 
WHC Chief Operations and Compli-
ance Officer. “Knowledge is power and 
we take pride in empowering everyone 
with usable data that you can consid-
er when deciding on how you and your 
loved ones will go about living in this 
day of having to deal with COVID-19.

For the week of Sept. 21-25, the WHC 
reports that out of the 167 COVID-19 
tests conducted 6 people tested positive 
for the COVID-19 virus and 161 peo-
ple tested negative. The WHC is mon-
itoring 12 patients with active cases 
of COVID-19 and the contact tracer is 
monitoring 54 individuals. 

The following is the data provided 
by the Wahzhazhe Health Center for 
week of Sept. 21-25:

Active Cases:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12  
Active Contacts 
being Traced:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54
New Cases: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Hospitalized: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Deaths: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

COVID-19 Total 
Tests Conducted:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167
Negative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .161, 96%
Positive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6, 4%

Tests by Age Group
65+  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
50-64 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
35-49 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
18-34 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
17 & Under . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Testing by Gender
Female  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .99, 59%
Male  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68, 41%

Tests by Communities
Barnsdall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Bartlesville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Fairfax  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Hominy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
Pawhuska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76
Skiatook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Wynona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

Courtesy Graphics/Wahzhazhe Health Center

WHC COVID-19 Testing Data and COVID-19 Situational Data for the week of 9/21/20 - 
9/25/20. These tests were exclusively performed by ONHS WHC staff.

COVID-19 case numbers
continue to rise for ODC
employees and inmates
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY — With case 
numbers climbing among both in-
mates and employees, COVID-19 
testing is now mandatory for all 
Oklahoma Department of Correc-
tions employees. 

Speaking at a press conference 
on Sept. 22, Department of Correc-
tions Director Scott Crow confirmed 
that with almost 1,400 active cas-
es, 6.4 percent of the state’s inmate 
population currently has COVID-19, 
prompting the move from voluntary 
COVID-19 testing to mandatory. An 
additional 63 employees currently 
are positive for the virus as well. 

“Our staff work in communities,” 
Crow said. “They have families in 
those communities. It’s important 
that we safeguard our staff and in-
mates so we stop the spread.” 

To date, 22 inmates have been 
hospitalized due to the virus, while 
three employees and nine inmates 
have died. 

Along with more testing for em-
ployees, the department will also in-
crease testing for the roughly 6,000 
inmates who are considered high risk.  

Corrections facilities are automat-
ically considered hot spots if at least 
20 percent of the inmates in cells or 
15 percent of the inmates in open bay 

housing test positive. The designa-
tion can also be applied to individual 
blocks or unit within an individual 
facility. The label can also be applied 
to facilities and units that have high-
er rates of risk factors, such as an 
inmate population that is predomi-
nantly over age 65 or has a dispro-
portionate number of co-morbidities. 

As of Sept. 22, DOC hot spots in-
clude Eddie Warrior in Taft, Joseph 
Harp in Lexington, Northeast Okla-
homa Correctional Center in Vinita, 
Charles E. Johnson in Alva, Jackie 
Brannon in McAlester, North Fork in 
Sayre, Enid Community Corrections 
Center and William S. Key near  
Fort Supply.

At the time of the press conference, 
the Oklahoma State Department of 
Health had 17 active cases listed in 
Hominy’s zip code, which also in-
cludes the Dick Conner Correctional 
Facility north of town. More than 100 
inmates housed at the facility tested 
positive in August. 

Prior to the press conference, the 
state of Oklahoma announced that 
staff working at those facilities would 
receive an additional $2 per hour in 
hazard pay as long as the site is des-
ignated a hot spot.

“Those folks have incredibly dif-
ficult jobs, and it’s important to 
provide them with this little bit of 
extra support if we can,” Gov. Kevin  
Stitt said.

Groundwork continues on the greenhouses for Bird Creek Farms on Sept. 28, 2020.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Construction continues on the multipurpose building at Bird Creek Farms on Sept. 28, 2020.

Construction progresses at
Bird Creek Farms

Wahzhazhe Health Center
administering flu vaccine and
preparing for COVID-19 vaccine 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Wahzhazhe Health Center is 
currently administering free flu vac-
cine to the public. 

Dr. Ron Shaw, Chief Medical of-
ficer of the WHC, said anyone who 
wants a free flu vaccine can visit the 
WHC and request one. When asked 
about a possible COVID-19 vaccine, 
Shaw said a “legitimate vaccine” will 
most likely be ready and on the mar-
ket in early spring of next year. 

He cautioned people not to read 
too much into what is published in 
the media or to believe everything on 
social media – a legitimate vaccine is 
not something that can be rushed. 

“Even when it is ready it won’t 
be 100% effective. The flu vaccine is 
only 45% effective, and that’s been 
tested and improved over decades,” 
Shaw said. “We’re talking about a 
new vaccine, rushed to market.”

He said through the Indian Health 
Service they have set aside money 
to purchase enough for the clinic’s 
entire usage population, employees 
and constituents. The active user 
population of the clinic is 6,000, 

plus approximately 500 Osage  
Nation employees. 

“We have Osages that live in our 
community but they don’t necessarily 
use our clinic. Our goal is to provide 
it to all seeking the vaccine,” he said. 
“About half of our patient population 
is Osage, and the other half is non-
Osage. So, we’ll make that vaccine 
available to all Indian Health Ser-
vice beneficiaries, individuals who 
have a CDIB or tribal enrollment in 
a recognized tribe.”

He said the clinic’s administra-
tion of the flu vaccine will be a dry 
run on how they will administer the 
COVID-19 vaccine. They will have 
community vaccination clinics for 
the flu vaccine this year in hopes of 
reaching as many people as possible. 

“The purpose of pushing the influ-
enza vaccination this year, is they 
think it’s a higher mortality rate by 
getting the flu and COVID-19 at the 
same,” he said. 

He said the COVID-19 pandemic 
started at the heels of the influen-
za season and now the flu season is 
about to begin again. The clinic car-
ries two flu vaccines, one is a regular 
flu vaccine and the second is a higher 
dose with a more robust response for 
individuals 65 years and older. 
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Parrish Pipestem, a student 
at Booker T. Washington, has 
been named a National Merit  
semifinalist. 

Pipestem 
named
National
Merit
semifinalist
Osage News

Parrish Pipestem, a student 
at Booker T. Washington, has 
been named a National Merit 
semifinalist. 

Pipestem, Osage/Cherokee 
and of the Grayhorse District, 
is among 16,000 semifinalists 
across the country competing 
for a National Merit schol-
arship in the 66th annual 
National Merit Scholarship 
program. 

As a semifinalist, Pipestem 
must fulfill several require-
ments to advance to the fi-
nalist level this year. He will 
submit a detailed scholarship 
application, maintain an out-
standing academic record, be 
endorsed and recommended by 
a high school official, and write 
an essay.

More than 1.5 million ju-
niors in about 21,000 high 
schools entered the 2021 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Pro-

Daposka Ahnkodapi accreditation
process pushed to February 2021
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

Add school accreditation to 
the list of COVID-induced de-
lays and impacts. 

Speaking before Osage 
Congress’s Education Com-
mittee on Sept. 9, Daposka 
Ahnkodapi superintendent 
Patrick Martin confirmed 
that the immersion school’s 
accreditation timeline has 
been pushed back thanks 
to the pandemic. A site visit 
from Cognia, a private school 
accreditation entity, that was 
originally scheduled for this 
fall will not take place until 
late February at the earliest. 

“COVID has changed some 
things on us,” Martin said. 

Accreditation is a process 
by which individual schools or 
entire school districts are cer-
tified as achieving minimum 
standards of quality. Those 
exact standards vary by state 
but guarantee that students 
are able to transfer to another 
institution. The process can 
take up to four years. 

Accreditation as a private 
school would potentially make 
the school eligible to partici-

pate in two state-run schol-
arship programs: the Lindsey 
Nicole Henry Scholarship, 
which provides tuition schol-
arships for disabled students 
who have an individualized 
education plan, and the Okla-
homa Equal Opportunity Ed-
ucation Scholarship, which 
is a tax credit scholarship 
program for families with an 
income of up to 300 percent of 
the eligibility limit for free or 
reduced-price school meals.  

The school, which added a 
fourth grade class this year, 

started the academic year 
with 31 students, with no 
more than seven students per 
grade. Currently, no students 
are on the waiting list and the 
school currently has enough 
space to add a fifth grade 
class next year. 

A partnership with 
Pawhuska Public Schools or 
another district to pursue 
charter school status is not 
necessarily off the table, but 
has also stalled out thanks 
to the ongoing pandemic. 
Pursuing the charter school 

route would make Daposka 
Ahnkodapi eligible to receive 
student aid from the state of 
Oklahoma rather than rely 
solely on tribal funds and par-
ent tuition. 

“I’m listening to this ac-
creditation conversation and 
it’s a big deal,” Education 
Committee Chairman R.J. 
Walker said. “It helps legiti-
mize the school. It could help 
with enrollment. But it’s be-
ing decided by a non-Osage 
entity. I’m sitting here … as 
a member of Congress, I need 
to look at efficiency of trib-
al spending. That’s why the 
$25,000 per student in tribal 
dollars is bothersome to me.”

The COVID-19 virus has 
also prompted changes to 
the immersion school’s daily 
routine. Although some of its 
students are participating en-
tirely via online instruction, 
Daposka Ahnkodapi is con-
ducting in-person classes this 
semester. Along with daily 
screenings, it has also become 
another way to expand the 
students’ vocabulary through 
regular reminders to wash 
their hands.  

“Sha.keh Tha.luzha all day 
long,” Martin said. 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Language instructor Cameron Pratt teaches an hour of the 
Osage language to students at Daposka Ahnkodapi on Sept. 15, 2020. 

ON College and Career Fair to be held online this year
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

The 2020 edition of the 
Osage Nation Education De-
partment’s College and Career 
Fair is going to look a little dif-
ferent than its predecessors. 

Rather than take over the 
Osage County Fairgrounds, the 
Osage Nation Education De-
partment is moving the annual 
event online later this fall. 

“We are still having it,” 
ONED academic adviser Co-

ley Streater said. “It just won’t 
be in person this year thanks 
to COVID-19. This way it will 
be accessible to anyone who 
wants to access it.”

Students interested in par-
ticipating are asked to fill out a 
questionnaire that is doubling 
as a registration form. Along 
with contact information, stu-
dents are asked to indicate 
their post-high school plans 
and list out questions for col-
lege and military recruiters 
in order to help the Education 

Department better tailor their 
outreach efforts.  

The list of participating en-
tities will not be finalized until 
Oct. 16. With the event moving 
online, Streater said the Edu-
cation Department is sending 
invitations to additional col-
leges and Osage citizens that 
normally would not be able to 
participate due to distance. 

“We are still reaching out to 
all the schools we normally do, 
plus we’ve been making regu-
lar posts on social media with 
the registration form,” he said. 

According to 2019 data 
compiled by the U.S. Census 
Bureau through the annual 
American Community Survey, 
17.6 percent of Osage County 
adults have a bachelor’s degree 
or higher, compared to 26.2 
percent of adults statewide. 

As per data compiled by the 
U.S. Department of Education, 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native people account for 0.7 
percent of all students enrolled 
post-secondary degree-grant-
ing institutions nationwide.

Arts & Culture

Yatika Starr Fields hosts Native
Artists through Tulsa Artist
Fellowship Arts Integration Award 
Abby Mashunkashey
Tulsa Artist Fellowship

TULSA, Okla. – Yatika 
Starr Fields (Osage, Cherokee 
and Creek) hosts a visiting 
Native artist, in a series fo-
cusing on producing cultural 
awareness, reclaiming spac-
es and implementing decol-
onizing strategies for Native 
Americans through public in-
frastructure. Fields, a painter, 
is a multi-year recipient of the 
Tulsa Artist Fellowship and 
2020 Tulsa Artist Fellowship 
Arts Integration Awardee. 
Arts Integration Awards are 
specifically reserved for Tulsa 
Artist Fellows who are dedi-
cated to continue deepening 
their community engagement 
work in Tulsa. The year-long 
award includes a $25,000 sti-
pend, as well as free living and 
workspace to focus on commu-
nity-based projects. 

“My Arts Integration proj-
ect focus is to bring forth the 
erased voices and presence 
Native Americans have en-
dured in Oklahoma and rein-
vigorate the arts, as a kind tool 
of well-being and inspiration,” 
says Fields. “We deserve diver-
sity and the communities are 
ready for it.” 

Nani Chacon, a Dine (Na-
vajo) and Chicana artist (@
Nanibah), will be the first 
visiting artist in this series. 
Most recognized as a painter 

and muralist, Chacon’s com-
munity-based arts and edu-
cation are key components to 
her work. Chacon has been 
recognized for her unique 
style and attention paid to 
site specificity, as well as the 
integration of socio-political 
issues affecting women and  
Indigenous peoples. 

As a visiting artist, Chacon 
will create a mural and pres-
ent an accompanying artist 
talk to discuss the symbolism, 
as well as how it applies to past 
and current issues. The public 
was invited to view a mural 
in-process at 533 S Peoria Ave. 
in Tulsa, on Sept. 21-29, 2020. 

To follow the mural’s on- 
going process, visit @TulsaAr-
tistFellowship and @YatikaF-
ields on Instagram. Additional 
visiting artists will be an-
nounced on Tulsa Artist Fel-
lowship’s Facebook and social 
media accounts. 

With the belief that arts 
are critical to the advance-
ment of cultural citizenship, 
Tulsa Artist Fellowship sup-
ports both local and nation-
al artists while enriching 
the Tulsa community. Tulsa 
Artist Fellowship is an ini-
tiative of the George Kaiser  
Family Foundation. 

Courtesy Photos

LEFT: Yatika Starr Fields, Osage, Cherokee and Creek, a painter, multi-
year recipient of the Tulsa Artist Fellowship and 2020 Tulsa Artist Fel-
lowship Arts Integration Awardee. RIGHT: Nani Chacon, a Dine (Na-
vajo) and Chicana artist (@Nanibah), will be the first visiting artist in  
the series.

Russ Tallchief stars in 
one-man play about 
life of Oklahoma
writer Lynn Riggs
Osage News

Russ Tallchief, Osage, 
stars as Lynn Riggs in a one-
man original play about the 
Oklahoma writer who in-
spired the famous musical 
“Oklahoma!”

The play, “More Sky: The 
Story of Lynn Riggs,” writ-
ten by Gregory Hinton, pre-
miered at the Lynn Riggs 
Theater at the Dennis R. 
Neill Center for Equality 
in Tulsa on Aug. 20-21 to a 
limited audience. The open-
ing-night performance was 
live-streamed on Facebook 
and a film of the production 
will be made available at a 
later date on the Oklaho-
mans for Equality website, 
okeq.org.

Riggs, a gay Cherokee poet 
and playwright born in Cla-
remore in 1899, worked as a 

reporter for the Wall Street 
Journal and the Los Angeles 
Times before writing more 
than 20 plays during his fa-
mous career. He won a Gug-
genheim Fellowship where 
he began writing “Green 
Grow the Lilacs,” which in-
spired Rodgers and Ham-
merstein’s “Oklahoma!” 

Tallchief told the Tulsa 
World that the play is struc-
tured as if the audience is a 
guest in Lynn Riggs’ house 
and he’s sharing his mem-
ories, both good and bad. 
He talks about the ups and 
downs of his career, his loves 
and losses, triumphs and 
tragedies. Tallchief is an 
Osage playwright, director, 
actor, and is currently the 
Director of Student Diversi-
ty and Inclusion at Oklaho-
ma City University.

Courtesy Photo/John Clanton

Russ Tallchief, Osage, stars in “More Sky,” a one-man show about 
Oklahoma writer Lynn Riggs.

See PIPestem
—Continued  on Page 19
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Osage News
Holiday Gift Guide 2020
The holidays are coming up and with the ongoing pandemic 
shoppers will be searching online for that perfect gift for loved 
ones and friends this holiday season. We are providing a list of 
Osage-owned businesses you can choose from to fulfill all your 
holiday and gift needs! 

Addie Roanhorse,
custom made leggings and apparel
Give the gift of Osage-themed leggings, 
scarves, hats, jewelry, artwork and more! 
facebook.com/bigraingallery

Ah-Tha-Tse Catering
Give the gift of a delicious meal! facebook.
com/AhThaTse 

Amy’s Custom Creations, 
Items and Apparel
Adorable appliqué t-shirts for toddlers 
and kids. Lots of great vinyl shirts and 
other items! Embroidery for shawls, dance 
skirts and blankets.
facebook.com/amytreatscustomcreations

Bonnie Pratt, Moccasins and Beadwork 
(918) 287-6428 

Dancingbluestone
Handmade jewelry by TL Salisbury. Silver 
work, turquoise, rings, hats, necklaces, 
bracelets, brooches and more! Call (562) 
760-5573 or email at tlynn@elcholo.com 
Check out their website at www.dancing-
bluestone.com
 
Dante Biss-Grayson 
Osage Artist and Fashion Designer
Art available at dantebissgrayson.faso.com. 
Commissions available! 

Sky-Eagle Collection
20% Discount use promo code: Osage2020
www.skyeaglecollection.com

Sky-Eagle Collection T-Shirts
50% of the Proceeds go to MMIW 
Advocacy Groups  
represent.com/store/sky-eagle-collection

The Fairfax Chief
Give the gift of a paid subscription! Call 
(918) 642-3814 or visit them online at 
facebook.com/FairfaxChief1 

Gaga’s Creations – Screen printing and 
embroidery. Shawls, blankets, skirts, bags, 
and more! Phone: (918) 698-8897 Email: 
gagascreations18@gmail.com
facebook.com/Gagascreations18 

Hair Razors
Give the gift of a makeover! Hair, Nails, 
Shellac, Acrylic, Manicures, Pedicures, 
Eye Lash extensions, cuts, colors, perms, 
waxing, Retail items in stock, Spray tan. 
facebook.com/Hairrazors3434

Joe Don Brave, Art and Merchandise
Give the gift of art!
joedonbraveart.com

Mina’s Baby Boutique
Give the gift of designer baby clothes! 
minasbabyboutique.com

Mudpies 
A gift shop located in downtown Pawhus-
ka that offers chic home décor, clothing 
and cooking wares. Call them at (918) 
287-3900 or visit their store at 537 Leahy 
Street. Visit their Facebook page at
facebook.com/mudpies

Osage Nation Foundation
All proceeds benefit the Osage Nation 
Foundation for the Osage citizenry. 
Christmas ornaments, limited edition 
Pendleton blankets, Osage Nation flags, 
hats and more. 
www.osagefoundation.org

Osage Nation Visitors Center
Located at the corner of Lynn Avenue 
and Main Street in Pawhuska. They are 
currently not taking cards, so have your 
cash handy!

Osage News 2021 Calendars
The Osage News 2021 Calendar is filled 
with photos from our coverage of the 
Osage Nation! Photos by Cody Hammer, 
Benny Polacca and Shannon Shaw Duty 
are featured. Reserve your calendar by 
calling (918) 287-5668, email us at osage-
news@osagenation-nsn.gov or message us 
on Facebook. 

Osage Trading Company
Native American Tobacco, Pendleton 
Blankets, Native American Jewelry, 
Shawls, BEX Sunglasses, Hy-O Silver Jew-
elry, Native American Traditional Items.
www.facebook.com/osagetradingco

Reduced Lunch Photography
Give the gift of professional photography! 
Buy sessions for a friend or family, or 
schedule your own. 
facebook.com/ReducedLunchPhotography

Sarah Megyn Kelley, 
Mary Kay Cosmetics Consultant
Give the gift of cosmetics and facial care! 
marykay.com/skelley9614

Star Bar LLC
Delicious buttery Toffee treats topped 
with pecans. Flavors are Toffee, Chocolate, 
and Cinnamon. (918) 857-5158, email: 
starbarforyou@gmail.com 

Spurs and Arrows
All things Osage County! Tees, Caps, 
Purses, Jewelry, Souvenirs, Pendleton & 
Home Goods.
facebook.com/spursandarrows

Sunny Slope Boutique
Women’s Clothing store.  
facebook.com/sunnyslopeboutique

Supernaw’s Oklahoma Indian Supply
A Native American owned and operated 
business since 1969 specializing in seed 
beads, cut beads, beading supplies, leather, 
silver jewelry, Native American
supernaws.com

Waterbird Gallery 
The Water Bird Gallery features Native 
American Art, turquoise jewelry, new and 
vintage Native American clothing/items, 
cedar chests, gifts and more!
facebook.com/TheWaterBirdGallery

We.ome.pe Designs, Art and Jewelry 
Give the gift of Osage-themed jewelry! 
Online store, jewelry, apparel, everything 
is 15% off until Dec. 7. 
www.weomepedesigns.com 

Books
Give the gift of literature by purchasing 
one of these books by Osage authors:

• “A Pipe for February,” by the late 
Charles Red Corn

• “The Deaths of Sybil Bolton,” by Dennis 
McAuliffe

• “Colonial Entanglement,” by Jean 
Dennison

• “The Osages,” by the late John Joseph 
Mathews 

• “Osage Dictionary,” by Carolyn Quin-
tero

• “Frybread for Addie,” by Mindy Stand-
ley

• “Addie, Be Brave,” by Mindy Standley
• “Osage Indian Bands and Clans,” by the 

late Louis F. Burns
• “An Eagle Nation,” by Carter Revard
• “Maria Tallchief: America’s Prima Balle-

rina,” by Larry Kaplan, Maria Tallchief
• “The Osage Timeline,” by Lou Brock
• “Traditions of the Osage,” by Garrick 

Bailey
• “Like a Hurricane: The Indian Move-

ment from Alcatraz to Wounded Knee,” 
by Paul Chaat Smith and Robert 
Warrior

• “The People and the Word: Reading 
Native Nonfiction,” by Robert Warrior

• “Wedding Clothes and the Osage Com-
munity: A Giving Heritage,” by Daniel 
C. Swan and Jim Cooley

If there is a Osage-owned business left off 
this list, please send the information to 
osagenews@osagenation-nsn.gov.

Courtesy Photo

Given to the Osage Nation Police Department in 2015, Arc is the ONPD’s narcotics dog and 
was instrumental in apprehending three suspects after a high-speed chase Sept. 2, 2020. 

ONPD K9 Unit helps
apprehend three suspects 
after high-speed chase
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Nation Police Department’s 
K9 Unit assisted local law enforcement 
on Sept. 2 in apprehending three juve-
niles after a high-speed chase ended in 
a car crash near 16th Street and Big 
Chief in Pawhuska.

ON Police Chief Nick Williams said 
they heard about the chase over the CB 
Radio and the city and county law en-
forcement were asking for assistance, 
specifically a K9 Unit. He learned it 
was three juveniles, two males and a 
female, they had two rifles in the ve-
hicle and there were three shots fired. 
Pawhuska Public Schools and the 
Osage Nation Campus immediately 
locked down.  

He called off-duty ONPD Officer 
Patrick Luey, who is the K9 handler, to 
report to the scene of the crash as the 
three suspects had fled on foot. Within 
10 minutes, Luey and the Nation’s nar-
cotics dog, Arc, were on the scene. 

“Within 20 minutes on the scene, Arc 
had found their trail, found their prop-
erty and led the officers to the three 
juveniles. They were located, Officer 
Luey and Arc had them pinned down 

and law enforcement swarmed in and 
arrested the juveniles,” Williams said. 
“Within 10 minutes after the arrest, 
they searched the area for two miss-
ing firearms, which have been locat-
ed. A pistol and a shotgun. Arc found  
them all.”

Williams said local law enforcement 
is conducting an investigation into the 
shots fired. The three juveniles were not 
from Pawhuska. The female juvenile is 
from Florida and is currently in DHS 
custody, one of the male juveniles is 
from the Tulsa area and the other male 
juvenile was recently released from the 
Osage County Detention Center. 

“I’m very proud of my officer and his 
handler. That’s awesome, that’s what 
he’s supposed to do, that’s what he’s 
trained for. That’s why we have him,” 
Williams said. “He was ready to attack 
them, he’s a bite dog. Due to the juve-
nile requirements of when they were 
found, he snarled at them and bared 
his teeth and that was enough for them 
to come out.”

The three juveniles were found hid-
ing underneath a box trailer behind 
a residence on 16th Street and Big 
Chief, next to an abandoned structure,  
he said. 

Arc is short for his Belgian name 
of Arrak. He is a 7-year-old Belgian 
Malinois that is trained to search for 
methamphetamine, cocaine, heroin 
and marijuana. Arc can track, locate, 
apprehend, and bite on command. He 
wears a bullet and stab protective vest, 
thanks to a charitable donation from 
a nonprofit organization called Vested 
Interest in K9s, Inc. in 2017.

The son of a four-time KNPV Cham-
pion, the Netherlands top police dog 
competition, Arc was trained in Bel-
gium but responds to all commands 
in English. He is cross-deputized and 
rides across the Osage reservation 
with Luey. Arc has his State of Oklaho-
ma CLEET CDS Detector K9 Team Li-
cense. The ONPD received Arc in 2015.

“Arc was funny after the arrest; he 
knew he did a good job. There was a wa-
ter puddle nearby and he just jumped 
right in and cooled off,” Williams said. 
“I told his handler to give that boy his 
treat. He needs a steak dinner now.” 

Courtesy Photo

Arc, the ONPD’s narcotics dog, takes a dip 
in a nearby puddle after he was instrumen-
tal in apprehending three suspects after a 
high-speed chase on Sept. 2, 2020. 
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Construction progresses on Meat Processing Facility
All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Construction continues on the Osage Nation’s meat processing facility on Sept. 28, 2020. The facility should 
be completed and ready for operations before the end of the year. The facility is located in Hominy near 
Osage Casinos.

Spectacular Osage skies
Osage News

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the annual Osage Foun-
dation Digital Photography 
camp was cancelled, so the in-
structor, Sherry Stinson, hosted 
a virtual camp utilizing Face-

book groups for assignments 
and photo critiques. These are 
just a few of the beautiful im-
ages created by the youth who 
participated. Photo credits are, 
top to bottom: Jake Potts, Noah 
Hoyt, and Katie Adair.
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Osage Casinos implements new sanitation processes to combat COVID-19 
Osage News

After the COVID-19 pandemic forced 
Osage Casinos to close all seven of its 
locations for nearly two months it 
forced casino leadership to think out-
side the box. 

They immediately implemented a 
specialty air filtration system at the 

Tulsa location in each hotel room, soft-
ware has been implemented to track 
the frequency of slot machine usage 
and how often they should be cleaned, 
each casino has a limited capacity so as 
not to overcrowd the casinos, and they 
set up employee temperature kiosks to 
track employee health when they come 

to work and throughout their work day. 
Bighorse said this will also keep down 
on the spread of the flu.

“Before the pandemic, we had al-
ready implemented a specialty air 
filtration system in our new Tulsa loca-
tion,” he said in a prepared release. “At 
the time, it was a competitive feature 
to have each hotel room on its own air 
filtration system. Now, low and behold, 
this has become extremely valuable in 
keeping our customers safe. This air 
handler unit cleans air from the out-
side and pushes old air out, keeping the 
casino fresh.”  

After reopening again in May, the 
corporate team dove into extensive re-
search and testing for the best ways to 
keep customers safe and distant in an 
industry that is focused on food, drinks  
and socializing.  

Another safety measure they have 
embraced is no-contact food ordering.  

“For the first time ever, our guests 
can order food from their phones and 
be notified when they can pick up their 

items. This allows guests a contactless 
way to view menu items and pay,” Big-
horse said in the release.  

Osage Casinos hopes to be business 
as usual soon, but for now, they will 
continue to monitor the spread rate 
and innovate solutions. 

“We will continue learning and 

thinking of the long-term while mea-
suring the effectiveness of our safe-
ty efforts,” Bighorse said in the 
release. “We are thinking outside of 
the box to innovate and streamline 
efforts to improve our customer ex-
perience – whether or not we are in  
uncertain times.” 

Osage Casinos wins 11 awards from Casino Player Magazine 
Osage News

TULSA, OKLA. — Osage Casinos 
received 11 awards from Casino Player 
Magazine, with five first-place finishes 
for Comps, Dealers, Video Slots, Black-
jack and Casino Where You Feel Luck-
iest. 

“We work hard to deliver top-notch 
gaming and entertainment to our 
guests, and it’s an honor to be recog-
nized by Casino Player Magazine,” said 
Byron Bighorse, CEO of Osage Casinos 
in a prepared release. “This is an indus-
try that demands the best. I commend 
our employees for continuing to make 
customer service a top priority followed 
by proving unique entertainment op-
portunities to each guest. In fact, we 
have some very exciting news that will 
come out later this year.”  

Casino Player Magazine hosts an 
annual Best of Gaming awards, where 
readers, gamblers and casinos across 
the country have the opportunity to 
share their views and nominate their 
favorite casino properties to be the best 
of the best in their region. 

Oklahoma is home to tribal gaming 
and its roots are in Class II gaming, 
which are electronic bingo games. Thir-
ty-three tribes operate more than 100 
casinos in the state. 

Osage Casinos & Hotels has 

seven locations across Osage 
County and was honored by the en-
tertainment magazine’s readership 
with titles ranging from Best Deal-
ers to Best VIP services, according to  
the release. 

The Best of Gaming awards are a 
voter-driven initiative where the read-
ers of Casino Player Magazine elect 
their favorite casinos on categories 
from Best Overall Gambling Resort to 
Best Slots. The votes continue to shape 

the gaming industry, according to  
the release. 

“We want to thank all of our loyal 
customers as well as Casino Player 
magazine for the recognition,” Bighorse 
said.  

The following are the awards Osage 
Casinos received:  

First Place Wins  

• Best Comps  

• Best Dealers  

• Best Video Slots  

• Best Blackjack  

• Casino Where You Feel Luckiest 
   

Second Place Wins  

• Best Players Club  

• Best VIP Services  

• Best Hosts  

• Best Table Games 
   

Third Place Wins  

• Best Promotions  
Best Slot Tournaments   
 
For more information on Osage 

Casinos, or to book a hotel stay, visit  
osagecasinos.com. 

Osage News File Photo

Osage Casinos and Hotel in Tulsa, Okla., the Osage Nation’s flagship casino property. 

“We are thinking outside 
of the box to innovate and 
streamline efforts to improve 
our customer experience 
– whether or not we are in 
uncertain times.”

–Byron Bighorse,
CEO Osage Casinos

Second opportunity to apply 
for small business assistance 
coming in October
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

If you are an Osage small business 
owner, a second opportunity is com-
ing in October to apply for COVID 
relief through the Osage Nation. 

In April, the Nation received more 
than $44.8 million in Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic Security 
Act funds and a COVID Task Force 
was formed to implement the mon-
ey. Funding in the amount of $2.5 
million was earmarked by the Task 
Force to help Osage small business 
owners impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic who own 51% or more of a 
business. 

The Nation requested business 
owners to submit applications for 
grants of up to $10,000 in COVID re-
lief. The seven-member review com-
mittee received 164 applications and 
they are still in the process of review-
ing applications, said Susan Bayro, 
Self Governance and Strategic Plan-
ning analyst. 

A request for the names of the indi-
viduals on the review committee and 
who selected the committee members 
was denied. However, Bayro added 
that “[the committee was] selected 
based on experience and education. 
Some members on the committee had 

30+ years banking experience, some 
had Accounting degrees, some were 
business owners, some had experi-
ence in evaluating documentation for 
start-up businesses, etc.”

Bayro said the award amount de-
termined per application was based 
on the amount of loss the appli-
cant’s business suffered during the 
COVID-19 pandemic period. 

According to the small business 
grant’s FAQs page on the Nation’s 
website, the initial application peri-
od was July 13-Aug. 12. If individu-
als owned multiple businesses, they 
could apply for a grant per business. 
Business owners had to provide their 
articles of incorporation, partnership 
agreement or LLC agreement, and 
the last two full years and year-to-
date financial information. They also 
had to provide income statements, 
bank statements, tax returns and 
proof of payment of the business’s 
more recent quarterly or yearly taxes 
with the applicant’s State Tax Com-
mission. 

A request for the names of the 
small businesses awarded and the 
amounts awarded to them was de-
clined. 

Check back with Osage News for 
further coverage of the program and 
to find out when the second round of 
grants become available.
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West Coast Osages:
We’re all connected
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News

After Covid-19, heavy smoke blan-
keting the West Coast from mega-for-
est fires was only one more thing in an 
unusual year. 

My husband and I depend on hiking 
and walking to make up for other en-
joyable elements of our lives curtailed 
by the virus. They’ve been stress reliev-
ers bringing us joy, moments when we 
stepped out of the latest constraints. 
But as thick smoke from mega-fires 
turned the air hazardous, we enter-
tained new dystopian scenarios. 

In the week beginning Sept. 7, near-
ly 627,000 acres burned across Wash-
ington State, equaling the second 
worst fire season since 2015, accord-
ing to Jay Inslee, the state’s governor. 
Near us, the Big Hollow Fire burned 
in steep, rugged terrain near Wood-
land, blowing smoke into neighboring  
Cowlitz County. 

For us, very smoky air arrived on 
Sept. 9th and turned the late afternoon 
sun red. We’re familiar with smoke 
from fires in the Columbia River Sce-
nic Gorge east of Portland creating 
dramatic sunsets, sending ash drift-
ing on our driveway and our cars, but 
in coming days the yellowish cast of 
the sky deepened. The winds began to 
flow from the west bringing the smoke 
plume from California and Oregon 
up the Columbia River. Smoke hung 
across the pasture. The air tasted of 
grit and breathing outside tightened 
your chest. 

Air Quality Index or AQI entered 
quickly into our vernacular. My cous-
in Don in Aberdeen along the coast 
of Washington monitored the air as 
he looked forward to resuming his  
walks outside. 

An Osage from Oregon called during 
an errand in the beach community of 
Newport, where she was watching a 
stream of fire trucks with sirens travel-
ing north toward Lincoln City, a town 
further up the Oregon coast under Lev-
el 2 evacuation orders. Southeastern 
suburbs of Portland were being con-
sidered for evacuation. Over the week, 
businesses and homes burned in towns 
across Oregon and California. 

Friends, whose house in the Gorge 
had been squarely in the path of a fire 
earlier this year, drove south to Burns 
in central Oregon to escape hazardous 
smoke. Friends on the Warms Springs 
reservation in Oregon struggled to pu-
rify the air inside their home, while rel-
atives in Seattle hunkered inside until 
they worried the air was being depleted 
of oxygen there, too.  For a time, it felt 
like the entire West was burning. 

By Monday, Sept. 14th, our air qual-
ity had improved from “Hazardous” to 
“Very Unhealthy,” but Portland and 
neighboring towns were still hazard-
ous with severe weather shelters op-
erating. The barest sprinkle of rain 
reached us promising (but not deliver-
ing) relief. A white haze hung over the 
island through the week, but gradually 
improved. We are back to normal, but 
not over being grateful for time outside. 

This evening sandhill cranes are 
stretched across the pastures behind 
our property. This is the first year 
they’ve stopped by on their journey 
south, it’s one of the good things this 
year has brought. 

Neither the threats nor the fires 
are over. As I prepare this column, we 
learn that fires are forcing more than 
68,000 people from their homes in 
Sonoma and Napa counties, which in-
cludes Santa Rosa where an aunt lived 
for many years. Our thoughts are with 
Osages on the West Coast as well as 
the communities who have lost family 
and friends.

Students at Osage Agency, n.d.  Black and white postcard. Ca. 1920s Fairfax, Oklahoma

 Through the
WahZhaZhe Looking Glass

All Photos Courtesy / Osage Nation Museum

L-R Standing: sisters Anna Yellowhorse Trent and Nora Stuart Hazen with unidentified seat-
ed girl, n.d.   David and Linda Kays Collection. Black and white postcard. 

Herb Star as a boy on pony.  Fairfax, Oklahoma, n.d.  David and Linda Kays Collection. Black 
and white postcard.

Ruby Hansen Murray

Per an agreement with the Osage Nation Mu-
seum, these photos were purposely blurred 
as they can only be reproduced in the actual 
printed newspaper, not any other format, in-
cluding this electronic version of the Osage 
News. To see the original images, get a copy of 
the latest printed issue of the Osage News or 
visit the Osage Museum.

Per an agreement with the Osage Nation Mu-
seum, these photos were purposely blurred 
as they can only be reproduced in the actual 
printed newspaper, not any other format, in-
cluding this electronic version of the Osage 
News. To see the original images, get a copy of 
the latest printed issue of the Osage News or 
visit the Osage Museum.

Per an agreement with the Osage Nation Mu-
seum, these photos were purposely blurred 
as they can only be reproduced in the actual 
printed newspaper, not any other format, in-
cluding this electronic version of the Osage 
News. To see the original images, get a copy of 
the latest printed issue of the Osage News or 
visit the Osage Museum.
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Wahzhazhe

Steam Fried Steak
• 1½ lbs. round steak, cut in pieces about 1-inch squares. 

Sprinkle with salt, pepper, and roll in flour. 

Place in iron (covered) skillet with about 3 tbsp. compound. 
Sear on both sides, stirring frequently to keep from sticking. 
When brown add 1 ½ cups water. Cover and let simmer for about 
1 hour. Makes six helpings with thick gravy.   

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

OCTOBER 2020
October 7

Hominy JOM Parent 
Committee Meeting
Osage Nation Education 
Department
6 p.m.
Please wear a face mask

October 7 – Jan. 3, 2021
OPENING DAY: Native 
Women Artists
Philbrook Museum of Art
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Tulsa, OK

October 12
Osage Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

October 12
Native American Day - 
Virtual
Greater Tulsa Indian Art 
Festival

9 a.m. 

October 31
Halloween

NOVEMBER
November 1

Daylight Savings Time 
Ends

November 3
US Presidential Election

November 11
Veterans Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

November 26
Thanksgiving Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

DECEMBER
December 21

First Day of Winter

December 24 
Christmas Eve
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

December 25 
Christmas
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

December 31
New Year’s Eve
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

• • •
Have an event? Send event in-

formation to the Osage News, Attn.: 
Shannon  Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax to (918) 
287-5563. Make sure to include 
event date, location, email and web 
address (if applicable) and a phone 
number where someone can be con-
tacted for validation, if necessary. 
Deadline for each subsequent issue 
of the Osage News is the 18th of ev-
ery month.

Local Events Calendar

Oklahoma Genealogical Society to present 
Native American special program
Osage News

The Oklahoma Genealogi-
cal Society will present a spe-
cial program entitled, 

“Native American Geneal-
ogy & Research” with Rick 
Fogarty on Tuesday, Oct. 20 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. by 
Webinar. 

Fogarty is a professional 
genealogist and lecturer in 
Hazlet, N.J.; a third-gener-
ation genealogist with deep 
Oklahoma roots and a citi-
zen of the Muscogee Creek 

Nation, according to a press 
release. He specializes in Na-
tive American ancestry, tribal 
adoption, and DNA/forensic  
genealogical research.

Registration for the pro-
gram will be through www.
okgensoc.org. Cost for access 
link to the program is $20. 
The program will be limited 
to 100 Webinar links for max-
imum attendance, according 
to the release. OGS is an Ed-
ucational Organization sup-
ported by our membership 

fees, educational programs 
and charitable contributions.  

In past years at the State 
Fair OGS booth, the majori-
ty of inquiries we receive are 
concerning Native American 
ancestry, according to the re-
lease. We want to reach out to 
our Native American Agen-
cies, as well as schools, social 
organizations, genealogical 
and historical societies, etc.; 
for you to have the opportu-
nity to disseminate this in-
formation to any who may be 
interested in the Webinar.

Congratulations!
On July 7, 2020, Pvt 2nd 

Class Seth Herriage, Tse 
Wa`kon On`o Zhi of the 
Osage, Omaha, Winnebego 
nations, received the Medical 
of Achievement Award from 
the US Army. Pvt Herriage 
is the great-grandson of Paul 
(deceased) and Joyce Stabler. 
Grandson of Shawna and 
Mark Valentine and son of 
Courtney and Colin Herriage. 
The award reads, “For Out-
standing Achievement while 
acting to save the life of a local 
Veteran.” Without his immedi-
ate support the man may have 
died from his injuries. Private 
Herriage’s dedication to duty, 
professionalism, and selfless 
service contributed positively 
to the local community and the 
Battalion’s reputation. His ac-
tions are in keeping with finest 
traditions of military service, 

and reflect great credit upon 
him, Bravo Company, the 1st 
Engineer Battalion, and the 
US Army. 

Seth has always shown 
great character and concern 
for everyone, especially those 
in need. 

His parents, grandparents 
and entire family are so proud 
of him. 

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Kenna 

Maker on making a spot onto 
the Tulsa World’s Sept. 2 Ath-
letes of the week. Maker, who 
attends Hominy High School, 
is a Freshman and the pitch-
er for the Bucks. She led her 
team to a 4-0 record at the De-
pew tournament, where she 
recorded 29 strikeouts and 
only gave up one earned run.

Congratulations!
Harleigh Moore, an Osage 

member and a graduate of 
Woodland High, was recog-
nized this summer as the 
winner of the Robert E. Stew-
art Engineering Humanities 
Award for excelling in aca-
demic, philanthropic, and 
artistic activities. Moore is 
an Engineering intern with 
Tanner Consulting LLC in 
Tulsa. She recently gradu-
ated from Oklahoma State 
University with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Biosyste-
ms Engineering with an em-
phasis in Environment and 
Natural Resources. Moore’s 
senior capstone design project 
focused on building an aqua-
ponic strawberry wall, fitted 
into an existing aquaponic 
system, at Bird Creek Farm, 
located in the Osage Nation. 
This project incorporated prac-
tices and paperwork for Bird 
Creek Farm to become Good 
Agricultural Practices (GAP) 
certified. While at OSU, Moore 
became extensively involved in 
the university ¼ Scale team. 
There, she maintained all so-

cial media accounts, helped 
with fundraising, and helped 
design the tractor. She has 
also been a member of the OSU 
ASABE chapter, helping orga-
nize the back to school picnic 
and assisting with organizing 
the student scholarship ban-
quet. Moore also served on the 
OSU Biosystems and Agricul-
tural Engineering Department 
website committee. Moore 
maintains membership in the 
Native American Student As-
sociation, the Cattlewomen’s 
Association, and the Society of 
Women Engineers.

Pvt. 2nd Class Seth Herriage

Kenna Maker

Harleigh Moore

Thank You!
Denton (DJ) Polson, who is an Osage member and an Owasso firefighter, participated in the 

911 climb in Owasso with his co-workers on Sept. 11, 2020. He has placed a “Wahzhazhe” decal 
on his helmet and is very proud of his heritage. Also participating in the 911 climb was Jennifer 
Bradshaw, who is also an Osage tribal member. All photos by Melinda Grantham
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Bertha Marion (Cunningham) Cass

James “Jamie” Alexander Smith

Billy Joe “Bill” Bigheart

Terry Don Kennedy
Submitted by Family

Terry Don Kennedy, 60, of 
Wynona, Oklahoma, passed 
away on Aug. 16, 2020, in Den-
ver, Colorado. Terry was born 
on Dec. 29, 1959, in Pawhuska 
to Billy Joe Kennedy and Pearl 
Marie Keigley. He is survived 
by his parents; siblings, Tra-
cy (Renee) Kennedy, Amanda 
(Mike) Skelly, and Amy Mill-
er; children, Katie (Patrick) 
Wilson, Brian Gordon, Missy 
Traylor, Jennifer Kennedy, 
Faith (Jacob) Murphy, Hope 
(Jason) Steele, and Charity 
(Tyler) Tebbs; many grandchil-
dren, numerous aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews, and extend-
ed family and friends. He is 
preceded in death by Nannie, 
Cara Mae (Papa) Edwards, 
Bill (Dorothy) Kennedy, and 
Troy Kennedy. 

He graduated from Pawhus-
ka High School in 1978. He 
wrestled in high school and 
went on to wrestle in college. 
He was a member of the Osage 
Nation. He served in the Ma-
rine Corps for 13 years, re-
tiring as a Staff Sergeant. 
He also played rugby for the 
USMC. He graduated from the 
University of North Carolina - 
Wilmington with a bachelor’s 
degree in Marine Biology. He 
was a member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints and loved his time serv-
ing on the High Council. 

Terry was spontaneous and 
adventurous and accomplished 
many of his life goals. He be-
came a PADI Master Scuba 
Dive Instructor and led many 
dives on abandoned ship-
wrecks. He became a USCG 
Master Captain and loved sail-
ing and being on the water. As 
well as his love for exploring 
the sea, he loved exploring the 
sky, which led him to receive 
his private pilot’s license. He 
enjoyed writing stories, snow-
boarding – which he learned 
at age 59, playing golf, foreign 
travel, cooking, and visiting 
friends and family. He lived a 
full life and will be missed.

Due to COVID-19, services 
are for immediate family and 
by invitation only. Please vis-
it www.larkinmortuary.com to 
share memories of Terry and 
condolences with his family.

Terry Don Kennedy

Bertha Marion  
(Cunningham) Cass
Kendrick McCartney Johnson Funeral Home

Bertha Marion (Cunning-
ham) Cass, 85, passed away on 
Thursday, Sept. 3, 2020, at her 
home in Pawhuska. 

Marion was born April 23, 

1935, in Pawhuska, the daugh-
ter of Henry and Lillie (Big-
horse) Cunningham. In 1953, 
she married Daniels Lee Cass 
in Tulsa, Okla. He preceded 
her in death on June 28, 2010. 
A member of the Klash-Kah-
She Club, Marion cooked for 
the In-Lon-Schka dances for 
over 30 years. She was a mem-
ber of the Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church.

Marion was known through-
out the Osage community for 
her cooking and selfless teach-
ings of her Osage culture. She 
made everything look easy to 
do and learn. Never known to 
have a cross word for or about 
anyone, she loved and took 
care of many people, especially 
her family. Her heart was big-
ger than the sky.  

Surviving is her daughter, 
Daniese Cass; son, Sammy 
Cass; grandchildren, Bruce 

Cass, Danielle Cass, Saman-
tha Cass and Jason Cass; 14 
great-grandchildren and one 
great-great-grandchild. In ad-
dition to her husband, Marion 
was preceded in death by her 
parents; sons, Bruce Cass and 
Eddie Cass; and siblings, Alvin 
Cunningham, Addie Walker, 
Freddie Cunningham, Cather-
ine Wilson and Louis “Sonny” 
Cunningham.

A rosary was held Sept. 6 
at the Indian Camp Chapel in 
Pawhuska. Traditional Ser-
vices were held Sept. 7 at the 
Indian Camp Chapel. Eddy 
Red Eagle Jr. officiated. Mass 
followed at the Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church in 
Pawhuska. Father Chris Dai-
gle officiated. Interment was in 
the Pawhuska City Cemetery.

Kendrick McCartney John-
son Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.

James “Jamie”  
Alexander Smith
Submitted by Family

August 27, 1960 ~  
August 27, 2020 (age 60)

James Alexander “Jamie” 
Smith of Greensboro, GA, died 
on Aug. 27, 2020, at the age of 
60. Jamie was born Aug. 27, 
1960, in Orange, CA, to the 
late Edward Paul Smith and 
Barbara Blaine Smith. He 
worked for Delta Airlines as a 
Flight Attendant for 12 years. 
He was a graduate of Cor-
nell University with a degree 
in Landscape Architecture. 
Jamie pursued a graduate 
degree in Law from Northeast-
ern University in Boston, Mas-

sachusetts. He was a member 
of Christ Our King and Savior 
Catholic Church and a mem-
ber of the Knights of Colum-
bus. Jamie was also a proud 
member of the Osage Nation. 
He enjoyed reading, collecting 
shells and photographs.

He is survived by his sis-
ters, Claire Marie Thornton 
and Stephanie Elise Smith; 
stepmother, Cheryl B. Smith; 
nieces and nephews, Elise Ni-
cole Blasingame, Jonathon 
Edward Boman, Jack Edward 
Lievsay, Hailey Grace Boman, 
Abriella Kay Boman and 
Kylah Jaye Boman; and his 
good friend Michael Edwards.

A Celebration of Jamie’s Life 
was held at a later date. Memo-
rial may be made to the Osage 
Nation Children Education 
Fund, 102 Buffalo Avenue, P.O. 
Box 250, Hominy, OK 74035. 
McCommons Funeral Home, 
109 W. Broad St., Greensboro, 
GA, (706) 453-2626, was in 
charge of arrangements. Visit 
us at www.mccommonsfuner-
alhome.com to sign the online 
guest register.

To send flowers to the fam-
ily or plant a tree in memory 
of James “Jamie” Alexander 
Smith, please visit our floral 
store at www.mccommons-
funeralhome.com/obituary/
JamesJamie-Smith/sympathy

Billy Joe “Bill” Bigheart
Submitted by Family

Billy Joe (“Bill”) Bigheart of 
Miami, Okla., passed away on 
Sept. 26, 2020, after a short ill-
ness. He was comforted in his 
last moments by the company 
of his youngest daughter.

Bill was born in Pawhuska, 
Okla., on March 14, 1942, to 
Ed and Juanita (Rutherford) 
Bigheart. His paternal grand-
parents were Edward Bigheart 
and Cecilia Rattlingourd. His 
maternal grandparents were 
Willie and Ara (Lawson) Ruth-
erford. His great-grandparents 
were Wah-she-wah-hah (John 
or “Wash”) Bigheart and Hlu-
a-to-me (Grace) Bigheart. 

He was raised in Pawhus-
ka, graduating from Pawhus-
ka High School in 1960 after 
spending his grade school 
years at Seneca Indian Board-
ing School in Wyandotte, Okla. 
Bill was an accomplished clar-
inetist and earned a degree in 
instrumental music education 
at the University of Oklaho-
ma before teaching band and 
chorus in the public schools of 
Broken Bow, Afton, and Vini-
ta, Okla. He was well-respect-
ed and admired by students 
and faculty as his students of-
ten earned superior ratings in 
state competitions. 

In 1968, Bill married the 
love of his life, Nickey (Kay-
lor) Pogue, and embraced her 
three young children Janis, 
Nickey Jo, and Jimmy as his 
own. As their family grew, Bill 
began working for the BIA as 
a school administrator serving 
Native students at facilities in 
Ft. Sill, Okla., and Crownpoint 
and Pueblo Pintado, N.M. Ever 
one to go where he felt needed, 
he returned to Oklahoma to 
care for his mother and spent 
the next 40 years working for 
various tribal Nations. His 
expertise in Tribal Sovereign-
ty and Tribal Governments, 
Section 8(a) Small Business 
Administration, Grants and 
Contracts, Programs Devel-
opment, Programs/Projects 
Director, Tribal Constitution-

al Development, Educational 
Programs in Title I, II, III, IV, 
VI, VII (Elementary-Second-
ary Education Act – ESEA), 
and School Administration for 
elementary and secondary ed-
ucation was instrumental in 
his ability to write numerous 
successful grants approved by 
the USDA, EDA, HUD, DOJ, 
BIA, Department of Educa-
tion, EPA and DHHS.  

Bill’s greatest contribution 
to Indian Country included the 
establishment of the Domestic 
Violence Emergency Shelter 
Services (DVESS) – a program 
he created For the Miami Tribe 
of Oklahoma and contracted 
with the U.S. Department of 
Justice and Housing and Ur-
ban Development Agencies. 
DVESS provided intervention 
services for victims of family, 
domestic and child violence 
and abuse for the Northeast 
portion of Oklahoma. Bill was 
most proud of his work in this 
area as one of his main core 
values was helping others in 
need – a task he did selflessly 
and tirelessly. The work that 
Bill and his wife did here was 
so exemplary that he was se-
lected as an advisory member 
of the National Organization 
of Victim Assistance (NOVA) 
and of the national adviso-
ry committee for the Native 
American programs through 
the U.S. Office of Victims of 
Crime in Washington, D.C. 

Over the years, Bill’s pas-
sion for strengthening trib-
al communities lead him to 
serve on various tribal, state, 
regional, and national boards, 
whether it be President of the 
Inter-tribal Region VI Indi-
an Community Development 
Block Grant Association; 
CASA Volunteer for Judicial 
District 23, State of Oklaho-
ma; or panelist for the Tribal 
Sovereignty Symposiums in 

Oklahoma. In his spare time, 
he taught Tribal and Constitu-
tional Government courses at 
Northeastern A&M College as 
an adjunct professor. 

Other positive impacts Bill 
had on tribal nations include 
developing a good working 
model for small tribal gov-
ernments to address their 
involvement in obtaining pro-
fessional personnel to assist 
them in the areas of Housing 
Programs, Tribal Lands & 
Land Acquisitions, Financing 
and Accounting (Trust Funds 
Management), Social Services, 
and Education; writing, nego-
tiating, and implementing the 
first major contracting effort of 
a tribe with the BIA regarding 
the management of its mineral 
resources, for the Osage Na-
tion; and assisting in the de-
velopment and establishment 
of the Tribal Domestic Vio-
lence Coalition for the State  
of Oklahoma.

His accomplishments were 
numerous. What is offered 
here is a glimpse of those he 
spoke about most often as he 
felt they served the greater 
good in Indian Country. Bill 
was of the Ponca Peace Maker 
Clan and his Osage name was 
Ne.Kah.Stah.Ska. His life’s 
work was dedicated to mak-
ing this world a better place. 
Those who knew Bill describe 
him as kind and caring … be-
cause he was. His children and 
grandchildren knew if they 
ever needed anything, all they 
had to do was ask. 

He is survived by his sister 
Janie Larson; daughter Ja-
nis Powell and husband Billy; 
daughter Nickey Jo Carriger 
and partner Hugh; son Jim 
Pogue; daughter Amanda 
Smelser and husband Loren; 
daughter Juanita Bigheart; 
daughter Rebecca Wright 
and husband Tracy; honorary 

daughter Kelly Eisenberger; 
ten grandchildren: Jared and 
wife Candy, Chase and wife 
Ana, Brian and wife Kim, 
Brad and wife Lauren, Tori 
and husband Brett, Chelsea, 
Eric, Andrew, Sara and JT; 
and a host of cousins, nieces 
and nephews.

He is preceded in death by 
his wife Nickey; his beloved 
granddaughter Rachel Wright; 
his brother Ed “Scurvy” Big-
heart; his parents, Juanita 
Rutherford and Ed Bigheart; 
his paternal grandparents, 
Edward Bigheart and Cece-
lia Rattlingourd; and his ma-
ternal grandparents, William 
Rutherford and Ara Lawson. 

Bill will lie in state at the 
Wyandotte Nation Cultural 
Center where visitation will 
begin on Monday, Sept. 28, 
2020, at 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. and 
continue at 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 29, 2020. Those 
who desire to pay their respects 
must follow COVID guidelines 
by wearing a mask and using 
social distance. Masks will be 
provided for those who do not 
have one. 

A traditional service, for 
family only, will be held at 10 
a.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
2020, at Wyandotte Nation 
Cultural Center in Wyandotte. 
Billy Friend will officiate with 
interment following at Glen 
Abbey Memorial Gardens in 
Miami. 

The family wishes to hold a 
celebration of life in one year 
when it is safer for everyone  
to attend.  

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests contributions be 
made at Peoples bank of Sen-
eca, MO, to the Rachel Wright 
Agricultural Science Memorial 
Scholarship, or that individ-
uals make a donation, in his 
honor, to their local domestic 
violence shelter. 

Walter Jon “Walt” 
Boulanger
Submitted by Family

With both sadness and re-
joicing, we announce the pass-
ing of Walter Jon Boulanger, 
59, on July 10, 2020, after a 
four-year battle with an ag-
gressive strain of prostate 
cancer.

Walt, as he was known to 
his friends, work associates, 
and community members, was 
born in Bartlesville, Oklaho-
ma, on Dec. 3, 1960, to Walter 
and Jaconette Boulanger. His 
family remained in Bartles-
ville through his High School 
years where he made a name 
for himself in both sports and 
academia.

Multi-degreed, he attended 
Oklahoma State University 
(Chemical Engineering), Mid-
dle Tennessee State Univer-
sity (Recording Engineering), 
and the University of Okla-
homa (Master’s in Human 
Relations). He first worked 
in his respective fields for his 
undergraduate degrees be-
fore moving his family back to 
Oklahoma after several years 
of working in Nashville for a 
major recording company. His 
desire to have his children 
grow up near family brought 

the couple back to Bartles-
ville. He had also found he 
had a heart for helping peo-
ple in the workforce and pur-
sued his Master’s in Human 
Relations at that time. That 
opened the door for a career 
with Williams Companies in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

He is remembered by his 
work associates and friends 
as someone who cared for oth-
ers and always treated people 
with respect. He was known 
for loving the Lord and hon-
oring Him no matter the sit-
uation, even throughout his 
battle with cancer.

Walter is survived by his 
mother, Jaconette Boulanger; 
wife, Linda Boulanger; chil-
dren, Katherine, Nicole, Av-
ery, and John Boulanger, all 
of Bartlesville; his brother 
Mitchell and nephew Camp-
bell Boulanger of Tulsa. Nu-
merous aunts, uncles, and 
other loved ones that he cared 
for greatly also remain.

He is preceded in death by 
his father, Walter Joseph Bou-
langer; and beloved grandpar-
ents and great-grandparents 
on both sides of his family. His 
mother-in-law, Myrna Gam-
ble, preceded him in January 
of this year.

Walt was laid to rest on 

Friday, July 24, 2020, in a 

private family ceremony. A 

Celebration of Life Memorial 

Service will be held at a lat-

er date. Information for that 

service as well as snippets of 

memories will be posted on a 

family-maintained website: 

www.WaltBoulangerMemori-

al.weebly.com.

To the people of our com-

munity, to Walt’s work asso-

ciates, and to our friends and 

family … thank you for being 

our support team. You held us 

up, strengthened us, and pro-

vided for us in so many ways. 

We are truly grateful for each 

and every one of you.

For those who have asked 

what they can do directly for 

the family, we have estab-

lished a fund to help provide 

for unexpected and ongoing 

costs, and more specifically, 

for the past, present, and fu-

ture educational costs of the 

Boulanger children. Dona-

tions may be made at https://

www.gofundme.com/f/walt-

boulangermemorial.
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/ap-
plication-form. Applicants 
are welcome to attach a re-
sume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that all 
applicants tentatively select-
ed for employment with the 
Osage Nation will be required 
to submit to a urinalysis to 
screen for illegal drug use. 
Employment will be contin-
gent upon drug test results. 
OSAGE/VETERAN/INDIAN 
PREFERENCE IS CONSID-
ERED. Verification of prefer-
ence must be included with 
application. For questions 
please contact Taryn Craw-
ford, Osage Nation Employ-
ee Recruitment Specialist at 
(918) 287-5445 or email tcraw-
ford@osagenation-nsn.gov.

PRT Monitor – Pawhuska, regu-
lar part time. The PRT Monitor 
provides supervision and guid-
ance to residents of the treatment 
program during the evening/
night hours. Must be available 
for weekends and holidays as 
needed. Must be able to identi-
fy and work with the American 
Indian community at large and 
relate to their needs under our 
program activities.

Museum Collections – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. The Collec-
tions Manager directly manages 
and oversees the Osage Nation 
Museum (ONM) collection, their 
acquisitions, documentation, 
housing, use, preservation and 
maintenance. As a small muse-
um, this position is responsible 
for the physical care of the collec-
tions as well as the registrarial 
duties associated with the col-
lection. The collections manager 
primarily: receives, prepares and 
catalogs new accessions; plans 
and organizes exhibition-related 
movement of art and material 
culture objects, including pack-
ing, shipping and insurance for 
collection exhibitions as well as 
for incoming and outgoing loans. 
Manages the collection database 
(Past Perfect 4). Supervises the 
installation/de-installation of art 
and items of material culture for 
museum exhibitions. Working in 
coordination with the Museum 
Director, further develops and 
refines the ONM Collections pol-
icy and procedures so that collec-
tions activities align with Osage 
cultural values and standards 
regarding the proper, respectful 
treatment of items of Osage cul-
tural patrimony.

Bird Creek Park Supervisor – 
Pawhuska, temporary full time. 
Develops and implements vari-
ous agricultural and recreations 
projects for the Osage Nation, 
including designing the proj-
ect, performing the technical 
research, and writing reports 
for the projects. The Bird Creek 
Park Supervisor is responsible 
for planning and administering 
federally funded projects and for 
coordinating other activities as 
required.  The Bird Creek Park 
Supervisor will coordinate with 
a team of staff to achieve initia-
tives set out by the DNR Director.

Bird Creek Farm Horticultur-
alist – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. The Bird Creek Farm Hor-
ticulturalist is responsible for the 
management of activities on a 
vegetable production farm for the 
Osage Nation. This position is re-
sponsible for coordinating propa-
gation cycles of crops. They may 
choose and plant seeds, maintain 
greenhouse systems and facili-
ties, train other employees, main-
tains records and order supplies.

Tribal Historic Preservation In-
tern – Pawhuska, Internship. 
The Tribal Historic Preservation 
Intern of the Osage Nation His-
toric Preservation Office (ON-
HPO) provides support to the 
Tribal Historic Preservation Of-
ficer/Director and department 
archaeologists by assisting with 
cultural resource management 
projects and performing basic 
clerical functions for the Depart-
ment.

Inventory/Receiving Specialist – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. The 
Inventory/Receiving Specialist is 
responsible for maintaining the 
master inventory of assets for 
all federal and tribal programs. 
This position is responsible for 
tracking purchases, ensuring 
receipt of goods, damage claims 
and with physical inventory at 
the program sites. Also respon-

sible for coordinating the outflow 
and inflow of inventory.  This is a 
physically demanding position on 
a regular basis.

Meat Processing Plant Manager 
– Hominy, regular full time. The 
Plant Manager is responsible to 
direct and manage all plant op-
erations including promotion, 
maintenance, safety, quality 
and other production related ac-
tivities. The Plant Manager will 
oversee the day-to-day manage-
ment off all areas of compliance 
measures and responsibilities. 
The Plant Manager will establish 
work schedules and ensure train-
ing of all staff on their respective 
roles and responsibilities.

Road & Bridge Safety Mainte-
nance Technician – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. The 
Safety/Maintenance Technician 
provides rehabilitation work to 
existing roads and bridges with-
in the Nation’s Roads inventory. 
Technician performs daily duties, 
as assigned by the Construction 
Manager, which will include 
repair of minor/major road fail-
ures, with approved materials 
and tools. Technician performs 
functions to improve public safe-
ty, such as clearing roads/bridg-
es of hazardous debris, making 
and replacing safety road signs, 
assisting on small construction 
projects, traffic striping on Osage 
Nation properties, etc. Techni-
cian works and communicates 
daily with other governmental 
agencies to maximize efforts to-
wards improving the safety and 
infrastructure of the Nation’s 
Roads inventory system. Techni-
cian ensures compliance with all 
applicable rules, regulations and 
laws.

Guest Services Representative – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. The 
Guest Services Representative 
is often the first interaction the 
public has with the Osage Nation. 
The primary goal of this position 
is to ensure that the visitor’s in-
troduction into Osage history and 
culture is enjoyable and positive 
by providing excellent customer 
service and engaging interpre-
tive experiences. As the front-line 
staff, the Guest Services Repre-
sentative also ensures the safety 
of visitors and the protection of 
exhibited art and material cul-
ture by monitoring the public ar-
eas and galleries.

Guest Services Representative 
– Pawhuska, regular part time. 
The Guest Services Representa-
tive is often the first interaction 
the public has with the Osage 
Nation. The primary goal of this 
position is to ensure that the vis-
itor’s introduction into Osage his-
tory and culture is enjoyable and 
positive by providing excellent 
customer service and engaging 
interpretive experiences. As the 
front-line staff, the Guest Ser-
vices Representative also ensures 
the safety of visitors and the pro-
tection of exhibited art and ma-
terial culture by monitoring the 
public areas and galleries.

Law Enforcement Officer – 
Pawhuska. An Osage Nation 
Tribal Police Officer is assigned 
to field duty, which consists of 
both routine and complex Law 
Enforcement responsibilities. 
General job functions include re-
porting and documentation; pres-
ervation of public safety, peace 
and security of the Osage Nation 
Reservation and provide assis-
tance to the Osage County Sher-
iff’s Department when requested.

Receptionist/Advocate – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. This posi-
tion requires a detailed-oriented 
individual who has the ability to 
support the Domestic Violence 
Program, Department Director 
and Family Violence Prevention 
Department and/or clients. Must 
have the ability to remain calm 
in crisis situations and have an 
understanding of the dynamics of 
domestic violence, sexual assault, 
human sex trafficking, stalking 
and teen dating violence. The Re-
ception/Advocate is also responsi-
ble for maintaining the schedules 
of the Director, DV Advocate, 
Traditional Healing Coordinator 
and Outreach Awareness Advo-
cate. The Receptionist Advocate 
will process all non-client pay-
ables for the Department, order 
office supplies and equipment as 
needed, coordinate all client pur-
chases with other staff, and carry 
a small client load.

Assistant Clerk of Congress – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. The 
Assistant Clerk I of Congress, un-
der the direction of the Clerk, per-

forms a variety of tasks to support 
the Osage Nation Congressional 
branch by coordinating and man-
aging committee proceedings & 
procedures, ensures committee 
meeting minutes are accurate 
(record-keeping), and organizes 
committee meeting agendas so 
that meetings run efficient with 
direct input from Speaker or 
Committee Chairs.

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship – Hominy, 
temporary full time. The Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed 
to provide Osage students with 
work experience in their chosen 
field of study. The program is 
designed to serve enrolled mem-
bers of the Osage Nation with a 
minimum of 61+ hours complet-
ed in an accredited college or 
university degree program. The 
intern program also accepts ap-
plications from students who are 
enrolled in their final 9 weeks of 
vocational technology programs. 
Applicants are required to carry a 
2.5 or higher-grade point average 
in the semester previous to ap-
plication. Please review the ONE 
Higher Scholarship Handbook for 
limitations and incentives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To ap-
ply for a position with Osage 
Casino go to www.osagecasi-
nos.com/careers

BARTLESVILLE

Security Officer – Bartlesville, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests.  

Short Order Cook – Bartlesville, 
regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and estab-
lished safety policies and proce-
dures.  

Regional Count Team Attendant 
– Bartlesville, regular full time. 
Responsible for retrieval of cur-
rency boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations. Performs 
all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

HOMINY

Shift Manager – Hominy, regular 
full time. This position is respon-
sible for providing leadership and 
oversight in the operation of all 
casino activities in the absence 
of the GM, including but not lim-
ited to: providing leadership to 
assigned staff, ensuring effective 
internal and external communi-
cations, exercising appropriate 
judgment and decision making 
skills, and ensuring that all de-
partmental operations are mon-
itored and conducted efficiently 
and effectively. Also ensures 
effective tactical and strategic 
budget development and imple-
mentation; interfaces with oth-
er departmental and operations 
personnel to communicate and/or 
coordinate with those individuals 
in order to enhance overall com-
pany profits.

Security Officer Lead –Hominy, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests.  The Lead is also respon-
sible for assisting with the effec-
tive and efficient operations on 
assigned shift or in assigned sec-
tion as required by the reporting 
senior including, but not limited 
to:  providing training and guid-
ance to newly hired staff, and 
serving as a professional resource 
to co-workers.

Short Order Cook – Hominy, reg-
ular full time. Under general su-
pervision of the Food & Beverage 
Supervisor, maintains an effi-
cient food operation by preparing 
hot and cold food items in accor-
dance with production require-
ments, recipes and established 
safety policies and procedures.  

Regional Count Team Attendant 
– Hominy, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for retrieval of curren-
cy boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations.  Performs 

all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

PAWHUSKA

Shift Manager – Pawhuska, reg-
ular full time. This position is 
responsible for providing leader-
ship and oversight in the opera-
tion of all casino activities in the 
absence of the GM, including but 
not limited to: providing leader-
ship to assigned staff, ensuring 
effective internal and external 
communications, exercising ap-
propriate judgment and deci-
sion making skills, and ensuring 
that all departmental operations 
are monitored and conducted 
efficiently and effectively. Also 
ensures effective tactical and 
strategic budget development 
and implementation; interfaces 
with other departmental and op-
erations personnel to communi-
cate and/or coordinate with those 
individuals in order to enhance 
overall company profits.

Regional Count Team Attendant 
– Pawhuska, regular full time. 
Responsible for retrieval of cur-
rency boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations.  Performs 
all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

Short Order Cook – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and estab-
lished safety policies and proce-
dures.  

PONCA CITY

Surveillance Officer – Ponca City, 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for protecting all 
Osage Casino assets and main-
taining the integrity of gaming 
in the Osage Casinos utilizing 
all Surveillance equipment and 
floor observations. This employee 
sole responsibility is to observe 
and report. The Employee must 
perform all duties in accordance 
with the internal policies, proce-
dures, and controls, as well, as 
applicable laws and gaming reg-
ulations.

Short Order Cook – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and estab-
lished safety policies and proce-
dures.  

Table Games Dealer – Ponca 
City, regular part time. Deal the 
games currently being dealt at 
Osage Casinos, such as Black-
jack, Roulette, Pai Gow Poker 
and Craps and newer games as 
implemented. Responsible for en-
suring maximum customer satis-
faction by exhibiting efficiency in 
dealing the assigned game and 
displaying a friendly and outgo-
ing personality.

Front Desk Agent – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the Front Desk 
Supervisor, welcomes and serves 
guests in a courteous, efficient 
and friendly manner. Completes 
check in and check out for guests. 
Maintains guest confidentiality 
of all information.

Security Officer – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential job 
duty satisfactorily.

SAND SPRINGS

Cocktail Server – Sand Springs, 
regular part time. This position is 
responsible for taking orders and 
serving alcoholic and/or non-al-
coholic beverages. Responsible 
for providing friendly and profes-
sional service to every guest en-
countered.

Cocktail Server – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. This position is 

responsible for taking orders and 
serving alcoholic and/or non-al-
coholic beverages. Responsible 
for providing friendly and profes-
sional service to every guest en-
countered.

Food and Beverage Supervisor – 
Sand Springs, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of the 
Food and Beverage Manager, 
manages day-to-day supervision 
of food and beverage operations 
which includes point of sale 
transactions, quality, guest sat-
isfaction, and inventory of stock.

Short Order Cook – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Under 
general supervision of the Food & 
Beverage Supervisor, maintains 
an efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and estab-
lished safety policies and proce-
dures.  

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the EVS Super-
visor, the EVS Attendant is re-
sponsible for cleanliness of all 
property public areas both inside 
and outside the casino. Respon-
sibilities include vacuuming, 
mopping, window washing, re-
stroom cleaning, trash remov-
al, office cleaning, back of house 
area cleaning, exterior cleaning 
of electronic games, re-stocking 
supply shelves, and completes 
other duties as assigned.

Security Officer – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential job 
duty satisfactorily.

Armed Security Officer – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Pro-
tects company assets and pro-
vides a safe environment for 
employees and guests. This 
position requires a welcoming 
disposition and both strong com-
munication and interactive skills, 
as this is the first Osage Casino 
Employee to greet visitors and 
answer phones. To perform this 
job successfully, an individual 
must be able to perform each es-
sential job duty satisfactorily.

SKIATOOK 

Cage Supervisor – Skiatook, reg-
ular full time. Responsible for the 
overall effective and efficient co-
ordination and supervision of the 
Cage Department on shift and/or 
as assigned by the reporting se-
nior.

EVS Attendant – Skiatook, regu-
lar full time. Under direct super-
vision of the EVS Supervisor, the 
EVS Attendant is responsible for 
cleanliness of all property pub-
lic areas both inside and outside 
the casino. Responsibilities in-
clude vacuuming, mopping, win-
dow washing, restroom cleaning, 
trash removal, office cleaning, 
back of house area cleaning, exte-
rior cleaning of electronic games, 
re-stocking supply shelves, and 
completes other duties as as-
signed

Security Officer -Skiatook, reg-
ular full time. Protects compa-
ny assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential job 
duty satisfactorily.

Surveillance Officer – Skiatook, 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for protecting all 
Osage Casino assets and main-
taining the integrity of gaming 
in the Osage Casinos utilizing 
all Surveillance equipment and 
floor observations. This employee 
sole responsibility is to observe 
and report. The Employee must 
perform all duties in accordance 
with the internal policies, proce-
dures, and controls, as well, as 
applicable laws and gaming reg-
ulations.

Regional Count Team Attendant 
– Skiatook, regular full time. 
Responsible for retrieval of cur-
rency boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations. Performs 
all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 

See classIFIeds
—Continued  on Page 19
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Philbrook presents groundbreaking 
exhibition of Native Women Artists
Osage News

Philbrook Museum of Art presents 
“Hearts of Our People: Native Wom-
en Artists,” the first major traveling 
exhibition exclusively devoted to Na-
tive women artists from all over the 
United States and Canada, ranging 
across time and media. Organized by 
the Minneapolis Institute of Art and 
developed in close cooperation with 
leading Native artists and scholars, 
the exhibition offers multiple per-
spectives to enhance understanding 
of Native art practices and the role 
of women in Native communities. 
Hearts of Our People will be on view 
in the Helmerich Gallery October 7, 
2020 through January 3, 2021. 

As the primary makers of ceram-
ics, basketry, textiles, and bead- and 
quillwork in their communities, 
Hearts of Our People not only helps 
visitors understand the many contri-
butions of Native women artists but 
also to the cultural, diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and religious spheres of their 
own and other communities. 

The exhibition features more than 
100 objects from c. 1000 BCE to the 

present day, including textiles, bas-
kets, beadwork, and pottery, as well 
as painting, photography, sculpture, 
poetry, video, and installation art. 
The works are drawn from public 
and private collections across North 
America. 

The Philbrook presentation of 
Hearts of Our People features objects 
from the Museum’s permanent col-
lection selected in consultation with 
an all-women Oklahoma Advisory 
Board convened for this purpose. 
Members include: curator heather 
ahtone (Choctaw/Chickasaw), artist 
and educator Ruthe Blalock Jones 
(Peoria/Shawnee/Delaware), artist 
Anita Fields (Osage), artist/poet/ed-
ucator Juanita Pahdopony (Coman-
che), artist/curator/editor America 
Meredith (Cherokee), and scholar 
Mary Jo Watson (Seminole). 

• Title: Hearts of Our People: 
Native Women Artists

• Dates: October 7, 2020 - January 
3, 2021

• Location: Philbrook (2727 S. 
Rockford Rd.)

Visit Philbrook.org to learn more.

OK Historical Society now accepting
applications for Oklahoma Heritage
Preservation Grant Program
Osage News

The Oklahoma Historical Society 
opened applications for the 2020-2021 
grant cycle of the Oklahoma Heritage 
Preservation Grant Program and appli-
cations are due Oct. 30. 

The grants-in-aid program sets aside 
$500,000 to award grants ranging from 
$500 to $20,000 to municipal, county or 
tribal governments and not-for-profit 
historical organizations, as well as the 
support groups for these entities. All 
not-for-profit applicants must be reg-
istered with the Oklahoma secretary 
of state. The grants will be specific to 
four categories: collections, exhibits, 
programs and capacity building. The 
online application process opened Sept. 

11 and will close Friday, Oct. 30, at 5 
p.m. 

Award announcements will be made 
in late January 2021.

The Oklahoma Heritage Preserva-
tion Grant Program was launched last 
year, and a total of just over $410,000 
in grant funds were awarded for the 
2019-2020 grant cycle. Of the 87 orga-
nizations that applied for funding in 
the inaugural year of the program, 43 
ultimately received grant funds.

To see the official rules for the 
program, please visit www.okh-
istory.org/grants or contact Ni-
cole Harvey at (405) 522-5202 or  
grants@okhistory.org.

For more information about the 
OHS, please visit www.okhistory.org.

Artists to create large-scale public
art at First Americans Museum
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY – Jeri Redcorn 
has been chosen as one of the first art-
ists to create a large scale work of pub-
lic art for the interior of the new First 
Americans Museum near downtown 
Oklahoma City. The museum plans to 
open spring 2021. 

Redcorn’s project is to be placed in 
the museum’s interior and is a part of 
the Oklahoma Art in Public Places pro-
gram, administered by the Oklahoma 
Arts Council, in partnership with Na-
tive American Cultural and Education-
al Authority.

Her work is internationally known 
for reviving traditional Caddo pot-
tery and will create an enhancement 
to the exterior walls of the museum’s 
Origins Theater, according to press re-
lease. Titled “Ayo Wahdut Kuku (Sky 
Earth Water)”, the work will represent 
a Caddo ceramic pot and will acknowl-
edge the Caddo as one of the original 
inhabitants of the land now recognized 
as Oklahoma. Redcorn’s body of work 
is inspired by her research of styles 
and designs of the Caddo people dat-
ing back 500 years. Former President 
Barak Obama and First Lady Michelle 
Obama displayed artwork by Redcorn 
in the Oval Office during President 
Obama’s term in office, according to 
the release.  

Redcorn described her design as con-
necting the past with the present. 

“What a great honor to be a part of 
celebrating the First Americans Muse-
um, a magnificent tribute to tribal his-
tory, culture, and art,” she said in the 
release. “My contribution, ceramic art 
of the Caddo pre-colonization, is a trib-
ute to Enah wah-dut, mother earth. I 
use the simple gifts from Ah-ah hiyo, 
father above, the clay, water, and fire 
to create beautiful vessels in the tradi-
tion of my ancestral Caddo people. To 

honor the Caddo, original inhabitants 
of Oklahoma, gives me a sense of bring-
ing the past forward.”

First Americans Museum (previous-
ly The American Indian Cultural Cen-
ter and Museum) will open September 
2021, celebrating a shared history of 
America through the lens and collec-
tive stories of the 39 distinct Tribal 
Nations present in Oklahoma today, 
according to the release. Located at the 
intersection of three major interstate 
highways, the museum will attract 
travelers from across the globe. It will 
serve as a place where all people can 
gather for the study, reflection, and cel-
ebration of Native American culture.

The public art projects are scheduled 
to be completed before the opening of 
the museum and will be seen by the 
public for the first time on opening day.

Courtesy Photo

Jeri Redcorn

PRIZE WINNERS
Osage Nation 2020 Comprehensive Health Survey

Osages over the age of 18 who returned a completed 2020 Health 
Survey were eligible for a prize drawing. Over 2000 Surveys were re-
turned. Those who received a Blue Survey and returned it by June 15, 
2020 are eligible for a grand prize of $2000.00. Those who received 
a White Survey and returned it by June 15, 2020 are eligible for a 
grand prize of $1000.00.  Five Osages who received a Blue Survey 
and returned it after June 15, 2020 are eligible for a $200.00 prize 
each. Finally, five Osages who received a White Survey and returned 
it after June 15, 2020 are eligible for a $100.00 prize each. No Survey 
received after July 31, 2020 is eligible for the prize drawings.

The drawing was held August 21, 2020 by random selection of 
envelopes with the correct post mark, the person’s initials and date 
of birth written clearly on the envelope. The following are the initials 
and dates of birth for all prize winners.

$2,000 Dollar Grand Prize Winner
Initials: R.R.T. and DOB: 08-24-81

$1,000 Dollar Grand Prize Winner
Initials: M.A.T. and DOB: 08-22-84

$200 Dollar Prize Winners
Initials: M.K.M. and DOB: 08-13-63
Initials: K.J.A. and DOB: 11-15-58
Initials: K.L.W. and DOB: 01-30-87
Initials: E.C.R. and DOB: 08-14-54
Initials: C.L.S. and DOB: 08-21-53

$100.00 Dollar Prize Winners
Initials: S.B.H. and DOB: 08-13-42
Initials: R.C.E. and DOB: 12-26-57
Initials: M.L.K. and DOB: 04-13-93
Initials: M.X.S. and DOB: 06-24-95
Initials: K.C.R. and DOB: 12-10-66

To claim your prize you must send a copy of your picture identi-
fication like a driver’s license that has your full name, date of birth, 
mailing address and phone contact. 

This must be received by Friday, October 30, 2020 to claim your 
prize. If not received by this date prizes will not be awarded.  

 
Send Identification Information to: 

Paradox
301 South 4th Street • Fairfax, OK 74637 

Ella C. Ross on the right receives a $200.00 
check from Dr. Joe Conner survey director.
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October 18th
is the deadline for

all submissions for the
November issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
604 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Without Reservations
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not limited to the USA Patriot Act, and 
gaming regulations.

Bartender – Skiatook, regular part time. 
Under general supervision of the Beverage 
Supervisor, maintain the bar area. Pro-
vides excellent customer service in a timely 
manner. Prepare all drink orders, delivers 
and refills drink orders, and responds to 
quest questions and requests. Handle all 
payment transactions accurately.  

Maintenance Technician – Skiatook, reg-
ular full time. This position is responsible 
for the overall maintenance, plumbing, 
and electrical components of the building 
and grounds.    

TULSA

Surveillance Officer –Tulsa, regular full 
time. This position is responsible for pro-
tecting all Osage Casino assets and main-
taining the integrity of gaming in the 
Osage Casinos utilizing all Surveillance 
equipment and floor observations. This 
employee sole responsibility is to observe 
and report. The Employee must perform 
all duties in accordance with the internal 
policies, procedures, and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws and gaming regulations.

Short Order Cook – Roni Peppo’s Pizza 
Kitchen – Tulsa, regular full time. Under 
general supervision of the Food & Bever-
age Supervisor, maintains an efficient food 
operation by preparing hot and cold food 
items in accordance with production re-
quirements, recipes and established safety 
policies and procedures.  

Dishwasher- Tulsa, regular full time. Un-
der general supervision of the Food and 
Beverage Manager, washes and sanitizes 
all equipment and utensils used in food 
preparation.

Surveillance Supervisor – Tulsa, regular 
full time. This position is responsible for 
protecting all Osage Casino assets and 
maintaining the integrity of gaming in the 
Osage Casinos utilizing all Surveillance 
equipment and floor observations. This 
employee is responsible for the immediate 
supervision of the surveillance staff. The 
Employee must perform all duties in ac-
cordance with the internal policies, proce-
dures, and controls, as well, as applicable 
laws and gaming regulations.

Maintenance Engineer – Electrical -Tulsa, 
regular full time. This position is respon-
sible for the overall renovation, planned 
maintenance of electrical components, in-
cluding motors, controllers, light control 
system, and LV distribution on assigned 
properties and grounds.

Line Cook – Tulsa, regular full time. Un-
der general supervision of the Sous Chef, 
maintains an efficient food operation by 
preparing, prepping hot and cold food 
items in accordance with production re-
quirements, recipes and established safety 
policies and procedures.  

Restaurant Server – Thunder Bar & Grill 
– Tulsa, regular part time. This position is 
responsible for taking orders and serving 
food, alcoholic and/or non-alcoholic bever-
ages. Responsible for proper settlement of 
all transactions at point of sale. Responsi-
ble for providing friendly and professional 
service to every guest encountered.   To 
perform this job successfully, an individu-
al must be able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

Restaurant Host-Hostess - Thunder Bar 
& Grill – Tulsa, regular part time. Under 
the supervision of the Food and Beverage 
Supervisor, the Restaurant Host greets 
guests, monitor’s restaurant server table 
seating rotation, seats guests with menus, 
silverware, drinks and special seating ac-
commodations. The host is responsible for 
understanding and promoting monthly 
Casino promotions and daily restaurant 

specials to ensure that all guests have an 
enjoyable experience.

Short Order Cook – Thunder Bar & Grill 
– Tulsa, regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Beverage Super-
visor, maintains an efficient food operation 
by preparing hot and cold food items in ac-
cordance with production requirements, 
recipes and established safety policies and 
procedures.  

Main Bank Cashier – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Responsible for distributing banks to 
internal guests of internal departments as 
well as dropping these banks with accura-
cy. Protects company assets issued to them 
while dealing with guests, in an efficient 
and courteous manner.  

Casino Services Agent – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Responsible for distributing money 
to gaming guests via check cashing, cred-
it card advances, conversion of chips and 
coins, and gaming tickets into currency. 
Responsible for providing support and 
service to club members and other casino 
visitors to ensure maximum guest satis-
faction. Responsible for promoting the suc-
cess of the Club Osage, by assisting guests 
through the membership process, and ex-
plaining the benefits of membership and 
details of on-going promotions and events. 
Protects company assets while dealing 
with the public in an efficient and courte-
ous manner.

Senior Manager of Cash Services – Tulsa, 
regular full time. The Senior Manager of 
Cash Services will manage, monitor and 
oversee the strategic direction of cage & 
credit operations at all Osage Casinos. 
(Please note, credit is currently not offered 
to gaming patrons of Osage Casinos; how-
ever, given it is in practical use in other 
gaming jurisdictions we are incorporating 
credit into this job description.) Respon-
sible for the overall effective and efficient 
management of all Cage & Credit Depart-
ments operations at each property within 
the Osage Enterprise. Provides leader-
ship to assigned staff, ensuring effective 
internal and external communications, 
exercising appropriate judgment and de-
cision making skills, and ensuring all de-
partmental operations are monitored and 
conducted consistently. Completes and 
reviews all relevant documents. Interacts 
with other departmental and operational 
personnel to communicate and/or coor-
dinate with those individuals in order to 
enhance overall company profits. Ensures 
department and assigned staff operate in 
compliance with applicable internal pol-
icies and procedures, gaming regulations 
and external agency requirements.

EVS Attendant – Tulsa, regular full time. 
Under direct supervision of the EVS Su-
pervisor, the EVS Attendant is responsi-
ble for cleanliness of all property public 
areas both inside and outside the casino. 
Responsibilities include vacuuming, mop-
ping, window washing, restroom clean-
ing, trash removal, office cleaning, back 
of house area cleaning, exterior cleaning 
of electronic games, re-stocking supply 
shelves, and completes other duties as as-
signed.

Security Officer - Tulsa, regular full time. 
Protects company assets and provides 
a safe environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job successfully, 
an individual must be able to perform each 
essential job duty satisfactorily.

Armed Security Officer – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment for employees 
and guests. This position requires a wel-
coming disposition and both strong com-
munication and interactive skills, as this 
is the first Osage Casino Employee to greet 
visitors and answer phones. To perform 
this job successfully, an individual must 
be able to perform each essential job duty 
satisfactorily.

gram. Scholarship winners will be 
announced from April through July.

Pipestem has been inducted into 
the Oklahoma Indian Student Hon-
or Society, he has participated in 
a three-week pre-college program 

through the Center for Native Amer-
ican Youth at Columbia University, 
his mother’s alma mater. He was 
also one of 10 people to receive a 
2019-2020 Dreamstarter grant from 
the Running Strong for American In-
dian Youth program.

Parrish is the son of Wilson and 
Brenda Pipestem. 

PIPestem 
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