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Hominy Inlonshka to take place 
Sept. 10-13; Hominy District only
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Hominy Drumkeeper’s 
family has announced their 
plans to dance in the fall, but 
they have one caveat: Hominy 
District only.

Thanks to the global pan-
demic that has upended social 
norms and gatherings all year, 
the Hominy Drumkeeper’s fa-
ther, Gideon Goodeagle, said 
some difficult decisions had to 
be made.

“We want to be as safe as 
possible and we know the oth-
er districts of Pawhuska and 
Grayhorse still have matters 
that need to be taken care of 
before they can dance. So, with 
that in mind, we’ll be dancing 
Sept. 10-13,” Goodeagle said. 
“Our hope is that next year 
everything will be back to nor-
mal and then we can all come 
together, but for now we feel it 
is safer that we limit it to just 
the Hominy District.” 

Noting the recent Cavalcade 
and the All-State football game 
played over the weekend, both 
of which drew large crowds, 
Goodeagle feels they can dance 

with the right precautions  
in place.

Those precautions will in-
clude a fogger, that will disin-
fect the air, area and surfaces 
within the community build-
ing, the visitor’s arbors and 
the dance arbor. A cleaning 
crew will consistently disin-
fect highly touched areas and 
tables. He said the district’s 
dancers can prepare for the 
dance outside and physical 
distance. All families are wel-

come to set up their tents and 
shades so they can prepare 
for the dance safely while dis-
tancing. Details about how 
the district will serve meals 
is still being worked out,  
Goodeagle said.

Temperatures will be taken 
for all Hominy District attend-
ees at a checkpoint designated 
as the one entrance into the 
Hominy Village during the 

Osage News File Photo

Town Crier Cesar Williams leads with the Hominy District drum and 
Drumkeeper Gideon Goodeagle Jr. following on June 14, 2019.

Courtesy Photo/David Grann

Mollie Burkhart (right) with sisters Anna (center) and Minnie (left). 
Burkhart’s two sisters were both murdered for their money during the 
Osage Reign of Terror by her husband Ernest Burkhart, who will be 
portrayed by Leonardo DiCaprio, and his uncle Bill Hale, who will be 
portrayed by Robert DeNiro.

‘Killers of the Flower 
Moon’ to begin filming 
in February 2021
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

This year may have 
brought on a global pandemic 
and a new world of changes, 
but next year may bring ex-
citement and Hollywood fan-
fare to the Osage community. 

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear gave a report 
to the 7th Osage Nation Con-
gress on Aug. 5 about the 
need for an Osage Nation 
Museum expansion and re-
model and let slip a tiny de-
tail about the upcoming film 
“Killers of the Flower Moon.” 

“My latest information is 
that they would start filming, 
subject to Coronavirus, Feb-
ruary 2021,” he said. “And, 
they will be here for about 16 
weeks. They’re going to start 
moving in here quietly, I’m 
not helping that very much, 

but quietly around November 
and December. So, they’re 
coming.”

KOTFM will be directed 
by Martin Scorsese and will 
star Leonardo DiCaprio and 
Robert De Niro. The rest of 
the cast has not been publicly 
named. The film is based off 
of David Grann’s bestselling 
book of the same name and is 
about the Osage Reign of Ter-
ror and the birth of the FBI. 

In May it was announced 
that Apple will finance the 
$200 million film while Par-
amount will distribute the 
film theatrically worldwide. 
Speaking to Vanity Fair in 
July, cinematographer Ro-
drigo Prieto said great care 
would be taken to maintain 
the health of the film’s famous 
director and stars. Prieto said 

ON officials and U.S. Attorney’s 
Office collaborating on missing 
and murdered tribal citizens
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Osage and federal officials 
met Aug. 13 at the Osage Na-
tion Museum to collaborate on 
how to address cases of missing 
and murdered tribal citizens.

For more than two hours, 
representatives from the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the North-
ern District of Oklahoma, 
Osage Nation Congress, Osage 
Nation Police Department, 
Osage Nation Office of the At-
torney General and Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
discussed the need for more 
resources and better communi-
cation to better promote public 
safety in Indian Country. 

“We want to make sure 
we’re not left behind and we 

are doing whatever we can to 
protect our people,” Speaker 
Angela Pratt said. 

A 2018 study published 
by the Seattle Indian Health 
Board’s Urban Indian Health 
Institute ranked Oklahoma 
10th nationally for the number 
of cases of missing and mur-
dered Indigenous women, but 
also acknowledged that due 
to the dearth of data and un-
even reporting practices, the 
numbers are “likely an under-
count.” 

The study also excluded 
cases involving missing and 
murdered Indigenous men and 
boys, who are impacted at even 
higher rates in some states. 

Multiple bills specifically 
targeting Oklahoma’s rate of 
missing and murdered Indig-
enous people were introduced 
during the state legisla-
ture’s 2020 session but with 

COVID-19 upending and even-
tually abbreviating the pro-
ceedings, none made it to Gov. 
Kevin Stitt’s desk. 

“This won’t just go away,” 
Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said. “Ignoring 
it is not an answer.” 

Earlier this year, the De-
partment of Justice provided 
funding for Cherokee Nation 
citizen Patti Buhl to work as 
an MMIP case coordinator. Al-
though she is primarily work-
ing with Oklahoma’s three 
U.S. Attorney’s Offices, the 
position has her helping feder-
al prosecutors in Kansas and 
Nebraska as well. The position 
is only funded for one year, 
but efforts are underway to 
secure more money to extend  
its lifetime.

A former Cherokee Nation 

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Trent Shores, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Oklahoma, speaks 
with Osage Nation officials and law enforcement about Operation Lady 
Justice, a federal initiative to address crimes committed against Indige-
nous women on Aug. 14, 2020, at the Osage Nation Museum.

Osage Nation Speaker of the Con-
gress Angela Pratt attends a meet-
ing on Aug. 14 with the U.S. Attor-
ney for the Northern District of 
Oklahoma about Operation Lady 
Justice, a federal initiative to ad-
dress crimes committed against 
Indigenous women.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Pre-existing bison fencing on the Osage Nation Ranch is insufficient 
for the amount of bison the Nation plans to bring to the ranch. The 
COVID-19 Task Force approved $2.9 million for improvements to al-
low for large scale meat production, which includes fencing and pen 
materials, as well as to purchase more livestock. 

Executive Branch provides 
update to Congress on 
CARES Act spending
Benny Polacca
Osage News

At the start of the August 
special session, the Seventh 
Osage Nation Congress re-
ceived an update on the 
Nation’s implementation of 
the federal Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Securi-
ty Act funding, which totals 
more than $44 million.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 

Standing Bear said James 
Weigant, who is the Nation’s 
housing director and coordi-
nator of the COVID-19 Task 
Force, would be present-
ing the report. Congressio-
nal Speaker Angela Pratt 
also invited the Executive 
Branch report to be heard 
during the session’s motions/ 
notices portion.

See Cares
—Continued  on Page 5
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Housing Voucher Assistance
Program expanded and reassigned
Dena Cosby
ON Communications

The Osage Nation received 
supplemental COVID funding 
from the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
on May 15, 2020. Part of that 
funding has been set aside to 
expand the existing housing 
voucher program. This tem-
porary program is for Osag-
es who have lost their job or 
had income cut due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and are 
now classified as low income 
(households making less than 
80% of the median income). 
These members can apply for 
up to two months of past due 
rent or mortgage, paid direct-
ly to the landlord or mortgage 
holder. They can also apply 
for relocation expenses (first 
month’s rent and deposits). 

While this COVID voucher 
program is only available to 
those immediately affected by 

the pandemic, it does apply 
to all Osages living in Osage, 
Washington, Tulsa, Pawnee, 
Noble and Kay Counties. The 
Housing Department has de-
veloped a simplified applica-
tion that can be completed, 
submitted and approved 100% 
remotely. We will accept any 
in-person applications with so-
cial distancing protocols. HUD 
has issued waivers to allow re-
mote approval of services and 
the Osage Nation Housing De-
partment is taking advantage 
of these new freedoms. This 
application can be found on-
line at www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/what-we-do/housing.

The regular housing vouch-
er program has been under the 
Financial Assistance Depart-
ment for a number of years. 
The regular housing voucher 
program is now paired with 
this new COVID voucher pro-
gram under the Osage Nation 
Housing Department. Contact 

the Housing Department for 
all housing voucher needs. 

The regular housing vouch-
er program is for low income 
individuals living in Osage 
County. This program can as-
sist with relocation expenses 
and utilities as well as past 
due rent and mortgage pay-
ments. To be eligible, the in-
dividual must be experiencing 
a financial emergency out of 
their control. Information on 
this program can also be found 
at the website address listed 
above. The Housing Depart-
ment is applying the same 
HUD given waivers to allow 
this application to be complet-
ed, submitted and approved 
remotely as well.        

Any questions about this 
program, or to submit an elec-
tronic application, please send 
to voucher@osagenation-nsn.
gov. The Osage Nation Hous-
ing Department can be reached 
at (918) 287-5310 or toll free at 
1-800-490-8771.

MCN restores free
press with Independent
Muscogee (Creek) Press Act
Sterling Cosper
Native American Journalists Association

The Native American 
Journalists Association com-
mends the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation for enactment of 
the “Independent Mus-
cogee (Creek) Press Act,” for 
Mvskoke Media, the tribe’s 
news and information outlet. 
The bill ensures free press 
protections at the legisla-
tive level, keeping Mvskoke 
Media coverage free from 
influence by the tribal gov-
ernment. 

The MCN National Coun-
cil passed NCA 20-037, 
sponsored by Rep. Mark 
Randolph, with a vote of 
15-0 on July 23, 2020 during 
the virtual quarterly ses-
sion. The new bill addresses 
concerns with former laws 
NCA 19-031 and NCA 15-
218, which was repealed in 
November 2018. Principal 
Chief David Hill immediate-
ly signed the bill into law. 

A motion on the floor 
amended NCA 20-037, re-
moving Mvskoke Media 
representation on the ed-
itorial board. The MCN 
executive and legislative 
branches will each nomi-
nate a board member and 
the two representatives will 
then select a third member  
amongst themselves. 

The bill mandates the in-
dependent agency’s funding, 
which will support staff sal-
aries and news production. 
It also re-establishes the re-
quirements for the Mvskoke 
Media director and defines 
their accountability and re-
lationship to the Mvskoke 
Media Editorial Board. It 
clarifies duties of the man-
aging editor in relation to 
the director and how they 
operate together as top lead-
ership within the agency. 

Finally, the new bill 
eliminates oversight by the 
MCN Secretary of the Na-
tion and Commerce, an ex-
ecutive branch employee, 
in the agency’s business 
operations. NAJA and the 
SPJ Oklahoma Chapter 
previously warned that an 
executive branch employee 
directly influencing the out-

let could compromise inde-
pendence. 

The addition of a NAJA 
ethical requirement will en-
sure fair coverage that also 
conforms with tribal culture.  

While this bill is a histor-
ic step toward independent 
tribal media for the MCN, 

NAJA reiterates its call to 
establish free press protec-
tions through a constitution-
al amendment ratified by 
Muscogee (Creek) citizens. 
The recent McGirt v. Okla-
homa decision by the U.S. 
Supreme Court reaffirmed 
the tribe’s reservation and 
underscores the importance 
of solidifying an enduring 
free press framework. As 
constitutional reforms, the 
fiscal structure and ethics 
requirements for agency 
leadership would provide 
a foundation of true inde-
pendence, and strengthen  
tribal sovereignty. 

NCA 20-037 includes a 
provision that allows meet-
ing access and reporting in 
accordance with legislative 
and executive branch pol-
icies. NAJA has requested 
clarification from the legis-
lative branch and MCN at-
torney general on how these 
policies may affect coverage 
of public meetings.

In recognition of Mvskoke 
Media’s efforts to restore an 
independent press, NAJA 
will honor the staff with a 
second Elias Boudinot Free 
Press Award in 2020. NAJA 
previously gave the 2016 
award to Mvskoke Media for 
passage of the original free 
press bill in 2015. Named for 
the first editor of the Cher-
okee Phoenix, the award 
recognizes a publication or 
media outlet that has shown 
dedication and commit-
ment to upholding freedom 
of the press, information 
and transparency in Indian 
Country. NAJA will present 
the award to Mvskoke Media 
during the virtual 2020 Na-
tional Native Media Awards 
presentation in September.

Oklahomans adjust to Muscogee (Creek) Nation’s judiciary system 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

TULSA — Even in a 
post-McGirt world, having a 
Cherokee princess for a great-
great-grandmother does not 
automatically get someone out 
of a traffic ticket.  

“Our officers are hearing a 
lot ‘I’m Indian,’” U.S. Attorney 
for the Northern District of 

Oklahoma Trent Shores said. 
“Some people think McGirt is 
a ‘get out of jail free’ card all of 
a sudden and that is not what 
it is.” 

Shores, along with Mus-
cogee (Creek) Nation Assis-
tant Attorney General Kyle 
Haskins, Tulsa County Dis-
trict Attorney Steve Kunzwei-
ler, Tulsa Police Department 
Deputy Chief Eric Dalgleish 

took media questions for more 
than an hour Aug. 11 about 
how their offices are working 
together in light of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s July ruling 
in McGirt v. Oklahoma. 

The decision reinstated the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation’s 
reservation across 11 eastern 
Oklahoma counties, thus auto-
matically moving those coun-
ties’ cases involving citizens 
of federally recognized tribes 
away from the state court sys-
tem to the federal or Muscogee 
(Creek) judiciary system. 

As Haskins reiterated, driv-
ing a car with a tribal tag or 
having a CDIB card does not 
automatically make someone a 
tribal citizen. 

“That card does not estab-
lish that you are a member of 
a federally-recognized Indian 
tribe,” he said. “Only that trib-
al membership card does.”   

Since the Supreme Court 
ruling in July, 113 cases have 
been referred to the U.S. At-
torney’s Office for the North-
ern District of Oklahoma that 
would normally be prosecut-
ed by the state of Oklahoma. 
Sixty have stayed in the fed-
eral system and the rest have 
been referred to the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation judiciary. 

To help with the increased 
caseload, Shores said both the 
local U.S. Attorney’s Office and 
the Muskogee-based Eastern 

District of Oklahoma will be 
getting reinforcements in the 
form of about 20 prosecutors 
and support staff who are vol-
unteering from other Depart-
ment of Justice offices across 
the country. The Tulsa office 
currently has 22 prosecutors. 

Meanwhile, the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation is in the pro-
cess of bringing on additional 
Lighthorse officers, prosecu-
tors and judges to keep up with 
the increased caseload, as 
well as exploring additional 
cross-deputization agreements 
to minimize the risk of a case 
slipping through the cracks.  

“Everyone is responding to 
the need,” Haskins said. “I an-
ticipate it’ll mostly be patrol 
and response. The awkward-
ness comes up in those juris-
dictions where we don’t have 
cross-deputization agreements. 

“If our Lighthorse pulls over 

someone who is non-Indian, if 
we didn’t have an agreement, 
would just have to secure the 
scene and make sure we call 
the appropriate agency to re-
spond. At the same time, if 
that local law enforcement 
pulls over someone who’s a cit-
izen of a federally recognized 
tribe, they have no authority 
over that person either. If they 
engage in an investigation 
… any evidence they gather 
might not be admissible.”  

Although state, federal and 
tribal agencies are all having 
to make adjustments across 
the board, one thing remains 
constant. 

“Nothing has changed in 
terms of citizens dialing 911,” 
Dalgleish said. “The important 
thing is to get an officer where 
they are needed immediately 
and that is still occurring.”

Courtesy Photo/McGirt Court Records

A map shows the 1866 boundaries of the Five Civilized Tribes.

Pawhuska Village Committee
members approve design plans for
new Wakon Iron and chapel buildings
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation officials, in-
cluding the Pawhuska Indian 
Village Committee, received 
a preview of design plans 
for a new larger Wakon Iron 
Community Building and  
chapel structure.

On Aug. 10, officials met with 
Tulsa-based architects who 
worked on the plans at the cur-
rent Wakon Iron building, which 
is subject to replacement due to 
its aging wear and tear issues. 
The nearby chapel building is 
also subject to replacement with 
a larger structure.

The meeting comes ahead of 
the 2020 Tzi-Zho Session when 
the Seventh ON Congress 
meets to discuss and consider 
its budgets for the 2021 fiscal 
year budget operations and 
other projects and endeavors 
presented to the 12-member 
legislature for consideration.

As of Aug. 27, no appropri-
ation bill for the Wakon Iron 
building and chapel buildings 
were yet to be filed with the 
Congressional office. 

According to the building 
plans, the new larger Wakon 
Iron building is 18,125 square-

feet and will be built on the 
current building site. New 
parking spots will also be in-
cluded around the building 
and plans also call for using 
federal funding awarded to the 
ON Roads Department to han-
dle the roadwork. 

Talee Redcorn, a project 
manager for the Nations Trib-
al Development and Land Ac-
quisition Department said the 
new building is large enough 
to include both the new Homi-
ny and Grayhorse village com-
munity buildings together.

Marjorie Williams, village 
committee chairwoman, said 
the new building will also con-
tain showers in the restrooms 
since there are none in the new 
community restrooms built 
with the dance arbor in 2015.

The community building will 
also feature: larger restrooms, 
a family room, an industri-
al-size kitchen, pantry, laun-
dry and storage rooms and a 
room designated for the Drum-
keeper. Outside the building, 
there will also be a new cook 
shed area as well.

For the new chapel building, 
the plans call for the structure 
to be built to the west of the 
Wakon Iron building due to its 
larger size that will take up 

space where the current chap-
el building stands.

Design professionals with 
Wallace Engineering – pro-
cured by the Nation – dis-
cussed the plans with the 
Village Committee members 
and other community mem-
bers present. The new chapel 
will be approximately 4,600 
square feet with room to seat 
about 200 people and accom-
modate about six sofas along 
the walls, Redcorn said. The 
building will also contain a 
warming kitchen, pantry and 
restrooms with ADA-compli-
ant showers.

Timelines and construction 
costs are expected to be dis-
cussed during the 24-day Tzi-
Zho Session as the Congress 
considers budgetary and vari-
ous legislative matters.

On Aug. 18, the Village 
Committee members signed 
off on a written resolution ap-
proving the design plans. Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear recommended the com-
mittee reach an agreement on 
the plans before the Congress 
starts its consideration of the 
plans for any appropriation 
bills to start funding construc-
tion activities.  
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Scorsese has asthma and 
he would be using cam-
era tricks for close-ups to 
keep everyone at a safe  
physical distance. 

According to Osage Na-
tion ambassadors for the 
film, Chad Renfro and 
Addie Roanhorse, commu-
nication is open between 
them and film executives 
and they are being kept 
abreast of upcoming plans.

“They are excited about 
the partnership with Ap-
ple and that they will be 
and are very much looking 
forward to filming here. 
The industry and produc-
tion is basically at a stand-
still due to COVID 19 and 
timing is the biggest un-
known,” Renfro said in an 
email. “With safety for all 
being of greatest concern, 
once the industry proto-
col has been established 
and it is safe to embark 
on this important project, 
they will reach back out  
to us.”

This is good news for 
the many Osages who plan 
to work on the film. Before 
the pandemic, crew mem-
bers of the film were in 
talks with Osage artisans, 
cooks, language speakers, 
homeowners, landown-
ers, and others to work 
on the film. Filmmakers 
have also expressed inter-
est in filming inside the 
Osage Capitol Building, 
the old Superintendent’s 
House on the Osage cam-
pus, and other Osage 
historical homes around  
the county. 

COllabOratIOn 
–from Page 1

hOMIny 
–from Page 1

2020 Census deadline 
changed to Sept. 30
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Citing a Dec. 31 deadline 
to finish its 2020 counting 
operations, the U.S. Census 
is ending its data collection 
efforts on Sept. 30 – a month 
earlier than a previous Octo-
ber deadline.

On Aug. 3, the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau announced 
the new Sept. 30 deadline, 
meaning all U.S. households 
have until that date to mail 
in paper census surveys, 
complete them online at ww-
w.2020census.gov or to visit 
with census workers visit-
ing communities to conduct 
in-person data collections.

According to the U.S. Cen-
sus website: “The census 
provides critical data that 
lawmakers, business owners, 
teachers, and many others 
use to provide daily services, 
products, and support for 
(the) community. Every year, 
billions of dollars in federal 
funding go to hospitals, fire 
departments, schools, roads, 
and other resources based 
on census data. The results 
of the census also determine 
the number of seats each 
state will have in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
and they are used to draw 
congressional and state legis-
lative districts.”

Paper Census question-
naires must be postmarked 
by Sept. 30 and must arrive 
at one of two data processing 
centers by Oct. 7 to be pro-
cessed, according to a Busi-
ness Insider article.

Those who do not have 
internet access or have not 
received a paper Census 
questionnaire in the mail 
can also call (844) 330-2020 
to complete the question-
naire with a Census repre-
sentative. In case of high 
phone call volume, the Cen-

sus Bureau also offers a 
callback option for callers 
to provide their preferred 
phone numbers and time of 
day to receive a call from a 
Census representative.

Once 2020 Census data 
collection is completed, the 
Census Bureau “begins a 
lengthy, thorough and scien-
tifically rigorous process to 
produce the apportionment 
counts, redistricting infor-
mation and other statistical 
data products that help guide 
hundreds of billions of dollars 
in public and private sector 
spending per year,” accord-
ing to the Census website.

The 2020 U.S. Census 
questionnaire takes 10-15 
minutes to complete – de-
pending on the number of 
individuals in a household 
to be counted. The ques-
tions seek information on 
each individual’s name, age 
and race. Under race, if the 
person is Native American, 
then he/she is asked to name 
his/ her principal tribe or en-
rolled tribe.

In the meantime, the Cen-
sus website is tracking the 
response rates to show how 
many community house-
holds have responded so far. 
As of Aug. 25, the national 
self-response rate is 64.5% 
and Oklahoma’s is 58.9%.

At the tribal community 
level thus far, the Osage Na-
tion’s total self-response rate 
is 47.2% and the internet 
self-response rate is 34.4%.   

According to the U.S. Con-
stitution: Article 1, Section 2, 
mandates that the country 
conduct a count of its popula-
tion once every 10 years. The 
2020 Census will mark the 
24th time that the country 
has counted its population 
since 1790. Everyone living 
in the U.S. and its five terri-
tories are required by law to 
be counted in the Census.

four days of the dance. The 
other entrances will be blocked 
off. Goodeagle said they are 
working with the Wahzhazhe 
Health Center to follow CDC 
guidelines to the best of their 
ability and they are hoping to 
have rapid testing available 
prior to the four days. 

With Osages intermarried 
into other districts, or having 
family members that are Hom-
iny District, Goodeagle said 
they will be as understanding 
as possible when it comes to 
who can attend. However, they 
want to keep the dance to less 
than 250 people.  

“Unfortunately, we won’t be 
able to allow visitors to dance 
with us this year. Only Osages 

from the Hominy District and 
their families will be allowed,” 
he said. 

The Grayhorse District and 
Pawhuska District have not 
announced dates to dance.

Inlonshka
The Inlonshka was adopt-

ed from the Kaws and Poncas 
in the 1880s when the Poncas 
brought a drum to the Gray-
horse people and the Kaws 
brought drums for the Homi-
ny and Pawhuska people. The 
Osage have been dancing ever 
since, with the Inlonshka only 
changing slightly over the past 
130 years. 

The Osages’ strict adherence 
to ritual and religion has been 
written about by Omaha eth-
nologist Francis La Flesche, 
who studied the Osage in the 

late 1800s and early 1900s. 
That same strict adherence to 
rule and structure can be seen 
today in the Inlonshka and 
the Native American Church. 
Both have been written about 
by Dr. Garrick Bailey, a social 
anthropologist at the Univer-
sity of Tulsa, and Dr. Daniel 
Swan, curator of ethnology for 
the Sam Noble Natural Histo-
ry Museum at the University 
of Oklahoma. 

Historians are quick to 
point out that contemporary 
Osages carry the teachings of 
their ancestors in their Osage 
language and their collective 
knowledge of their traditions, 
since the Osage did not keep a 
written history.  

Jeremy Reece sentenced to 45 years
in prison for the murder of Rick Holt
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA — Almost five years 
later, a Pawhuska man has 
been sentenced to 45 years in 
prison in connection with the 
2015 death of Osage County 
oil man Rick Holt.

On Aug. 12, Judge John 
Dowdell agreed to the terms 
of Jeremy Reece’s plea deal, 
which was initially announced 
back in February. In addition 
to the 45-year prison sentence, 
Reece will also have five years 
of post-custody supervision. 

Reece entered a guilty plea 
on Feb. 6 in connection with 
Holt’s September 2015 death. 
He was scheduled to be sen-
tenced earlier this year, but 
that hearing was delayed due 
to COVID-19. 

According to court docu-
ments, Reece admitted to 
Judge Dowdell that he took the 

Pawhuska pumper from his 
house, shot him three times on 
restricted Osage land, dug a 
shallow grave for the body and 
set Holt’s corpse on fire. 

Along with his brother Ty-
ler, Jeremy Reece has been in 
custody for almost five years in 
connection with Holt’s death, 

whose body was found on re-
stricted Indian land northwest 
of Hominy with bullet wounds 
to the neck, shoulders and 
head. 

The Reece brothers are cit-
izens of the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation and Holt’s body was 
found on Osage land, thus 
opening the door for proceed-
ings in federal or tribal court 
under the Major Crimes Act.

The murder case was origi-
nally filed in state court. How-
ever, in 2017 after a ruling at 
the district court level that 
the state did not have juris-
diction to prosecute the case, 
the Oklahoma Court of Crim-
inal Appeals issued a ruling 
staying the case until jurisdic-
tional issues were resolved.

According to court records, 
Tyler Reece remains in state 
custody and is scheduled for a 
preliminary hearing in Osage 
County District Court on  
Sept. 15. 

Courtesy Photo

Jeremy Reece has been sentenced 
to 45 years in prison for the 2015 
death of Rick Holt.

Marshal, Buhl does not carry 
a badge and gun as the MMIP 
case coordinator. Instead, 
she is charged with building 
bridges both between law en-
forcement agencies, but also 
between law enforcement 
agencies and communities that 
are just looking for answers.  

Acknowledging the size-
able Osage diaspora outside 
of Oklahoma, Buhl reassured 
Principal Chief Standing Bear 
and other attendees that she 
and the 10 other MMIP case 
coordinators nationwide are in 
constant communication in an 
effort to maximize their offices’ 
resources and contacts. 

Other states that were al-
located funding for an MMIP 
case coordinator include Alas-
ka, Arizona, Minnesota, Mon-
tana, New Mexico, Nevada, 
Utah, Oregon, Washington 
and Michigan. 

“We haven’t had a case over-
lap yet, but we know we will at 
some point,” she said. 

However, Buhl’s position 
is not a law enforcement role 
and in light of the Supreme 
Court’s ruling in McGirt, the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Northern District is still short-
handed. Since early July, more 
than 60 cases and counting 
have been referred to the fed-
eral judicial system that would 
normally be prosecuted by the 
state of Oklahoma. 

Reinforcements are on the 
way from other U.S. Attor-
ney’s Offices around the coun-
try, but U.S. Attorney Trent 
Shores still expressed concern 
about his office’s ability to ful-
fill its obligations to Native 
and non-Native communities 
across the Northern District. 

“We’re used to doing more 
with less in Indian Coun-
try, but this is much, much 
different in a post-McGirt 
world,” the Choctaw Nation  
citizen said.

Osage Nation Attorney General Clint Patterson attends a meeting on 
Aug. 14 with the U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Oklahoma 
about Operation Lady Justice, a federal initiative to address crimes com-
mitted against Indigenous women.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear attends a meeting 
on Aug. 14 with the U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Oklahoma 
about Operation Lady Justice, a federal initiative to address crimes com-
mitted against Indigenous women.

Trent Shores, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Oklahoma, speaks 
with Osage Nation officials and law enforcement about Operation Lady 
Justice, a federal initiative to address crimes committed against Indige-
nous women on Aug. 14, 2020, at the Osage Nation Museum.

LEFT: Osage Nation Chief of Police Nick Williams attends a meeting 
on Aug. 14 with the U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Oklaho-
ma about Operation Lady Justice, a federal initiative to address crimes 
committed against Indigenous women. The Operation Lady Justice Task 
Force is setting up offices in Indian Country.

KOtFM 
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ABOVE LEFT: Dr. Deborah Birx from the White House Coronavirus Task Force with Muscogee (Creek) Chief David 
Hill (left), Dr. Birx, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, Cherokee Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr., Muscogee (Creek) 
Second Chief Del Beaver. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Dr. Deborah Birx with Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear (right), Chief Hill of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation, and Chief Hoskin of the Cherokee Nation on efforts to overcome the virus pandemic.

Wahzhazhe Health Center reports low 
percentage of COVID-19 test results 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

As cases of the COVID-19 
virus continue to rise in Okla-
homa, the Wahzhazhe Health 
Center is reporting a low per-
centage of overall cases, in 
part due to the efforts of con-
tact tracing and having pa-
tients quarantine. 

According to Dr. Ron Shaw, 
CEO and Chief Medical Offi-
cer for the health center, the 
contact tracer is tracking daily 
81 individuals quarantined or 
isolated, plus about 38 quar-
antined children. The individ-
uals quarantined are patients 
of the health center and Osage 
Nation employees. 

More than 400 individuals 
were tested at the health cen-
ter from Aug. 1 through Aug. 
17. Shaw said the health cen-
ter is currently waiting 4-7 
days for test results to come 
back from their lab. The rapid 
testing is limited by the sup-
ply of obtainable reagent kits,  
he said. 

Shaw provided the following 
breakdown of tests adminis-
tered during the time period:

• In-house Tests: (ID NOW, 
Rapid tests) 146 tests, 5 
were positive

• RML PCR tests: 284 tests, 
9 were positive

• RML IgG test: (antibody)  
3 tests, all negative

Rapid testing may provide a 
fast diagnosis, within 13 min-
utes or less, but may return 
false negative results, accord-
ing to the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration. Also, the 
Oklahoma State Department 

of Health does not include rap-
id test results in their daily re-
porting unless the patient has 
an additional diagnostic test. 
The Nation sends test kits to 
Regional Medical Laboratory 
and those results are available 
within 24 hours, according to 
the RML website. 

The RML IgG test can de-
tect antibodies as early as 3 
days after the onset of symp-
toms. According to the RML 
website, the majority of pa-
tients will have detectable IgG 
antibodies 8-14 days after the 
onset of symptoms. At the time 
of 14 days or greater, the sen-
sitivity of the antibody test is 
100% and specificity is 99.63%. 
According to the RML website, 
the detection of IgG antibodies 
to the virus only indicates that 
a person has been exposed to 
the virus and has mounted an 
immune response, but it does 
not confirm protective immu-
nity. 

Shaw said the health cen-
ter’s contact tracer makes a 
weekly report to his office, but 

due to identifying factors with-
in the report regarding Osage 
Nation employees, he could 
not release it. 

He said the prevalence of 
COVID among the health cen-
ter’s tested population is low, 
at just under 2%. He expects 
that percentage to increase 
over the next 3 months. 

“This low prevalence in no 
way diminishes the impor-
tance of wearing masks and 
physically distancing within 
Osage County,” he said.

With the upcoming flu sea-
son expected to be worse than 
years past due to the added 
COVID-19 virus, Shaw urged 
the community to get their flu 
shots. The Wahzhazhe Health 
Center will have flu shots 
available in mid-September, 
he said. 

“A patient may contract 
both viruses at the same time 
with worse illness,” Shaw said. 
“I recommend all Osages 6 
months and older to receive in-
fluenza vaccinations.”

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Two types of tests are administered to the Hominy community during 
drive-thru testing for the COVID-19 virus on July 8, 2020. 

According to the Aug. 4 report delivered by Weigant, the 
Nation received three CARES Act payments totaling about 
$44.9 million in three separate amounts ($28.6 million, $12.3 
million and $3.9 million)

“The Task Force (of 16 ON employees) met multiple times 
and had lots of discussions with executive, members of the 
Osage Nation and we realized the best approach that we felt 
to assist the Osage people with this Coronavirus is to focus 
on some core areas,” Weigant told Congress. “No. 1 was food 
security – I would go down to the grocery store and there was 
nothing on the shelf or if you went into the grocery store, it 
was three times what it used to cost, we need to help with that. 
So because of that, we’re doing the meat-packing plant, Bird 
Creek Farms and the Osage Ranch.”

The Nation is spending $8 million on a meat packing plant 
at the Nation’s industrial park located north of Hominy where 
construction is underway on dirt work and utilities, Weigant 
said. “Right now we’re working with COTA Holdings to develop 
an operations plan that will also include USDA certification.”

For Bird Creek Farms, $7.4 million is budgeted for facili-
ties under construction, including a 44,000 square foot gener-
al use building that will include an aquaponics operation and 
a 40,000 square foot green house. For the Nation’s ranch, $2.9 
million is budgeted for improvements to allow for large scale 
meat production, which includes fencing and pen materials, 
as well as to purchase more livestock. 

Weigant also noted he, like many ON government employ-
ees, worked from home during the pandemic’s early months 
and “all of us, including you, experienced a lot of technical 
problems trying to do that. As this continues, we would like 
to invest in the Osage Nation’s ability to work and learn re-
motely. That includes the Osage Nation schools, culture and 
language classes and Osage Nation employees. This will also 
update the website so that Osage Nation constituents can log 
in – You’ll be able to access services a lot smoothly.” 

As for direct service to Osages, Weigant said the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center received funding as a top priority 
and “we’re paying direct payments to individual Osages and 
Osage-owned businesses (who provide proof of impact by the 
pandemic).  Tribal Works is going to be the clearinghouse for 
all PPE and COVID defense mechanisms. Emergency Man-
agement will also have a piece of this. We’re also addressing 
Congressional operations, Judicial (Branch), Osage Home 
Health and then we have an admin budget to administer this 
gigantic $44.9 million grant.”

According to Weigant, the WHC is receiving $2 million 
for COVID-19 response equipment, supplies and to hire ex-
tra nurses. “Dr. (Ron) Shaw (WHC Chief Medical Officer and 
CEO) met with the advisory team and he had proposed to 
purchase two mobile clinics – this way we can take the clinic 
to various locations within Osage County. The legal advisory 
people asked ‘why can’t we bus these people in?’ and that just 
won’t work with COVID and spatial distancing. I think this is 
going to be a good deal where we can go out into our communi-
ties now in the middle of COVID and in the future, have that 
resource as it comes along.”

For individual direct assistance, Weigant said 3,000 Osag-
es had submitted applications for the direct assistance grant 
opportunity, which opened July 13. The program offered up to 
$1,000 for each senior (age 65 and older) and up to $500 for all 
other adult and children applicants. The deadline to apply for 
this direct assistance is Sept. 30.

Weigant added the Financial Assistance Department hired 
temporary employees to process the direct assistance appli-
cations and noted there were 600 applications pending at the 
time of his report.

For the Osage-owned small business grant opportuni-
ty, Weigant said the program also went live July 13 and 
closed one month later. “This is for a proven COVID-caused 
business loss up to $10,000 for each Osage majority-owned  
business (applicant).” 

“We’ve contracted with Tri-County Business Development 
Center to be a neutral third-party to evaluate these appli-
cations… we’ve dealt with Tri-County before to have them 
peer-review things,” Weigant said. At the time of the re-
port, 104 Osage-owned small business grant applications  
were submitted.

For information technology purposes, efforts are underway 
to expand broadband service in Pawhuska is underway to 
reach ON-owned buildings and proposals have been received 
for a rework of the ON website, Weigant said. Also the IT 
department is working toward a new virtual desktop system 
to allow ON employees who need to work from home to do 
so, which also includes purchases of loaner computers and 
internet hotspots. He added the IT department is also work-
ing with the language and Wah-Zha-Zhe Cultural Center to 
develop distance learning materials, as well as with the ON 
Museum to develop an online virtual exhibit this fall. 

After the presentation, Congressman Billy Keene asked 
Weigant if the meat packing plant could be used as a commer-
cial business for the nation to profit. Weigant responded that 
the CARES Act guidance says the funding cannot be used for 
economic development, but it does say if you build something 
and once the pandemic is over, then that is OK if the facility 
still exists.

Congresswoman Alice Goodfox recalled there were initial 
differing opinions in the Osage public on the direct assistance 
application requiring a notary public’s signature, but said 
she believed it would cut down on fraud attempts, adding the 
Pawnee Nation’s similar assistance program also required a 
notary’s signature. Weigant agreed and said the requirement 
was included for same the reason.

At the update’s end, Congresswoman Jodie Revard thanked 
Weigant for the report, as well as the other Task Force mem-
bers and Executive Branch departments and employees work-
ing on the CARES Act spending and project plans.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Miles of dirt has been turned to make way for new bison fencing on the 
Osage Nation Ranch. The COVID-19 Task Force approved $2.9 million 
for improvements to allow for large scale meat production, which in-
cludes fencing and pen materials, as well as to purchase more livestock. 

Congress passes bill removing 
Health Authority Board duty 
to make personnel decisions
Benny Polacca
Osage News

After discussions among 
Osage Nation health officials, 
Executive Branch and Con-
gress members during the 
August special session, the 
Seventh ON Congress passed 
a bill removing the Health Au-
thority Board’s duty to make 
personnel decisions for the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center.

On Aug. 11, the Congress 
passed bill ONCA 20-59 (spon-
sored by Congresswoman 
Brandy Lemon), which is an 
act “to remove the Health Au-
thority Board’s duty to make 
all personnel decisions.”  

Also during the special ses-
sion as the bill was discussed 
and debated, Health Authority 
Board members Nancy Keil and 
Chairman Dr. Patrick Tinker 
resigned, leaving three board 
members to continue serving.

According to ONCA 20-59, 
the language removed from 
Osage law establishing the 
Health Authority Board is 
the board’s duties/ responsi-
bilities to make all personnel 
decisions regarding executive 
(healthcare) administration 
and all employees or contrac-
tors that provide patient care 

at healthcare facilities includ-
ing the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center. Personnel matters will 
be handled by the Nation’s Hu-
man Resources Department as 
a result of the law change.

Lemon, a former WHC em-
ployee, said proposing the bill 
was not an easy decision add-
ing “I know how it feels when 
you’re not heard and when you 
feel that you have no avenue 
and that is the main driving 
force behind why I chose to 
sponsor this legislation.”

ONCA 20-59 was the subject 
of discussion during two Con-
gressional Health and Social 
Service Committee meetings 
during the Aug. 5-11 special 
session, including an executive 
session closed to the public to 
discuss sensitive personnel 
matters allowed by Osage law.

In the Aug. 5 public com-
mittee discussion, Health Au-
thority Board member Michael 
Bristow noted the HAB law 
allowing the board to handle 
personnel matters came about 
because under the prior struc-
ture, there was a lag time in 
hiring clinic employees. “The 
hiring process was delegated to 
Dr. (Ron) Shaw (the WHC Chief 
Medical Officer/ CEO) and sev-
ered our relationship with the 

Osage Nation HR Department 
was to streamline the hiring of 
medical providers. As Dr. Shaw 
presented, it was taking up to 
90 days to secure an offer to 
professionals, medical provid-
ers. When we did streamline 
the process, it worked out very 
well… we are currently fully 
staffed right now.”

Bristow added: “We had an 
unforeseen consequence and 
the Health Authority Board 
acted as the HR in which we 
handled a complaint by one of 
the providers and we reached 
a satisfactory resolution for 
each party involved. And I real-
ly don’t see there was an issue 
with the hiring process, we’re 
starting to hammer out our 
own problems as we see it.” 

Congresswoman Paula Sta-
bler, a former WHC manager, 
said she agreed with Bristow 
noting the hiring and firing 
process streamlining worked 
and felt the bill moves the clin-
ic operations backward and 
“the clinic needs to focus on  
the clinic.”

Lemon said she’s heard from 
clinic employees and patients 
who felt they had no avenue to 
handle conflict resolution and 

See health authOrIty
—Continued  on Page 8
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Seventh ON Congress passes eight legislative items in August special session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Seventh Osage Na-
tion Congress met for its sec-
ond special session Aug. 5-11 
and approved eight legisla-
tive bills and resolutions up  
for consideration.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear issued an ex-
ecutive proclamation calling 
for the special session as au-
thorized by the Osage Con-
stitution. The special session 
took place with some of the 12 

Congress members present at 
the ON Capitol Building while 
others opted to attend by vid-
eoconference as part of social 
distancing and COVID-19 pre-
cautionary measures. 

Standing Bear delivered an 
executive message at the ses-
sion’s start on Aug. 5 stating 
his administration “is looking 
forward to working with you in 
accomplishing some progress 
for our people … I will support 
the will of the Congress as it 
comes out of this session on all 
these (proclamation) matters.”

The Congress will meet for 
its first regular Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion starting for a 24-day du-
ration on Sept. 8. The primary 
focus of the session will be the 
consideration and approval of 
government operations bud-
gets for the 2021 fiscal year 
starting Oct. 1.

During the second special 
session, the following bills and 
resolutions received passing 
votes:

• ONCR 20-24 (sponsored 
by Congresswoman Jodie 
Revard): A resolution to 

approve the 2021 fiscal 
year annual revenue 
projection for the 
Nation. According to the 
Constitution, Congress 
shall enact, by law, an 
annual expenditure of 
funds, which shall include 
an appropriation of 
operating funds for each 
branch of government for 
the fiscal year and the 
annual budget shall not 
exceed projected revenues.

According to ONCR 20-24, 
the Nation projects to receive 
a total of $56.1 million with 
$50.7 million coming from 
tribal funding. The Nation 
also projects to receive ap-
proximately $5.4 million in 
restricted revenue with $5 
million in third-party clin-
ic billings from the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center and 
$461,885 from the Treatment 
Alternative to Street Crime  
(TASC) operations.

For tribal funding, the Na-
tion projects to receive $46 
million from the Gaming En-
terprise/ Osage Casinos oper-
ations and $2.2 million from 
Tax Commission revenue. The 
Nation’s departments and pro-
grams that collect income are 
projected to receive $2.1 mil-
lion and $250,000 from bank 
interest income. ONCR 20-24 
passed with an 11-1 vote on 
Aug. 11.

• ONCR 20-23 
(Congresswoman Angela 
Pratt): A resolution to 
authorize and approve 
execution of a “Contract 
for Treatment Services” 
with the State of 
Oklahoma Department 
of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services 
and to authorize a limited 
waiver of sovereign 
immunity from suit and a 
consent to jurisdiction.    

According to the resolution, 
the state provides compensa-
tion to the Nation for “treat-
ment services to participants 
of the Oklahoma Drug Court 
Program” through a contract 
for treatment services or other 
integrated services. The reso-

lution passed unanimously on 
Aug. 11.

• ONCR 20-22 (Pratt): A 
resolution authorizing 
the Principal Chief “to 
negotiate terms of a 
gaming compact and to 
present any negotiated 
new terms of a gaming 
compact to the Osage 
Nation Congress for 
approval.” 

The resolution unanimously 
passed on Aug. 11.

• ONCR 20-21 
(Congresswoman Alice 
Goodfox): A resolution “to 
establish to the consent 
of the Osage Nation 
Congress to the alienation 
of property and for the 
property to be conveyed.” 

According to ONCR 20-21, 
the Congress “finds it is in the 
best interest of the Osage Na-
tion to authorize the alienation 
of the real property described” 
in a confidential document due 
to proprietary matters. The 
resolution passed with an 11-1 
vote on Aug. 11. 

• ONCA 20-63 
(Congressman Scott 
BigHorse) is a $250,000 
appropriation bill to fund 
“an interpretive plan, 
pre-design services and 
master planning for the 
Osage Nation Museum 
expansion.”

According to the bill, the 
$250,000 will come out of the 
Nation’s property income ac-
count to be placed into the Cap-
ital Asset Fund for the design 
work on an expanded museum. 
Located on the ON govern-
ment campus in Pawhuska, 
the ON Museum is the oldest 
tribally-owned museum in the 
United States, which received 
a May 2, 1938 opening dedi-
cation. The bill passed unani-
mously on Aug. 11.

• ONCA 20-61 
(Congressman RJ Walker) 
is a bill amending the 
Nation’s Higher Education 
Scholarship Fund. 

Seventh ON Congress convenes for its 
first Tzi-Zho Session starting Sept. 8
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Seventh Osage Nation 
Congress will convene for its 
first Tzi-Zho Session starting 
Sept. 8 with the primary focus 
on considering and approving 
the 2021 fiscal year budgets 
for government operations. 

The Congress will consid-
er filed legislative bills, res-
olutions and other matters 
brought to the Legislative 
Branch for review and ac-
tion with the majority of the 
session focusing on the FY 
2021 budgets for the Nation’s 
government operations. The 
current fiscal year ends Sept. 
30 and the 2021 fiscal year 
starts Oct. 1.

Like with previous Con-
gressional sessions since the 
COVID-19 pandemic reached 
Oklahoma in March 2020, 
the Tzi-Zho Session and Con-
gressional committee meet-
ings will be audio recorded 
and livestreamed for the lis-
tening public.  The Congress 
voted unanimously during 
its August special session to 
suspend the Congressional 
rules to allow legislators to 
continue meeting by elec-
tronic means for scheduled 
interim meetings and the  
Tzi-Zho Session.

The Congressional Office 
and meeting area is closed to 
the public due to the pandem-
ic and to allow physical dis-
tancing precautions among 
the staff and Congress mem-
bers at work.

The regular sessions are 
limited to 24 days but may 
be extended up to three ex-
tra days at the written re-
quest of two-thirds of the  
12-member Congress.

Throughout the session, 
the Congress typically uses 
committee meetings to ini-
tially consider the budgets 
for the Nation’s three-branch 
government operations, enti-
ties, boards and commissions.

Budgets to be considered 
for the government branch-
es include: the various Exec-
utive Branch departments/ 
programs; the Office of the 
Chiefs administration; the 
Legislative Branch and its re-
spective Congressional Office 
operations; boards and com-
missions; cultural donations; 
the Attorney General’s Office, 
which operates independent 
of the three branches; and the 
Judicial Branch for the tribal 
courthouse operations.

Per the Osage Constitu-
tion, the Tzi-Zho Session is 
the second of two regular 
sessions mandated to be held 
annually. This will be the 

first regular session for the 
Seventh ON Congress since 
the June 2020 General Elec-
tion when Osage voters elect-
ed three new legislators and 
re-elected three incumbents.

Once available, all legisla-
tive bills, resolutions, includ-
ing appropriation/ budgetary 
bills, are on file with the 
Congressional Clerk’s Office 
and can be viewed/ down-
loaded from the Congressio-
nal website at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-
we-are/legislative-branch

Congressional committee 
meetings will also be held for 
initial consideration of board 
and commission member ap-
pointments subject to Con-
gressional confirmation votes 
to serve full three-year terms.

Congressional meeting 
notices and agendas for ses-
sions and committee meet-
ings are posted online to the 
Legislative Branch calendar 
at: www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/who-we-are/congress-leg-
islative-branch/calendar

The session and commit-
tee meetings are public ones 
(excluding executive sessions 
allowed by Osage law to dis-
cuss confidential and pro-
prietary matters) and will 
be live-streamed at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/multi-
media/live-media.
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Congress approves resolution
authorizing Chief to negotiate
updated gaming compact with state
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With two recently decid-
ed court decisions impacting 
Oklahoma’s Indian Country, 
efforts for the Osage Nation 
to negotiate an updated gam-
ing compact could start soon 
thanks to an Osage Congres-
sional resolution approved in 
the August special session.

The Seventh ON Con-
gress unanimously approved 
ONCR 20-22 (sponsored by 
Congressional Speaker An-
gela Pratt), which is a res-
olution “authorizing the 
Principal Chief of the Osage 
Nation to negotiate terms 
of a gaming compact and to 
present any negotiated new 
terms of a gaming compact to 
the Osage Nation Congress  
for approval.”

ONCR 20-22’s passage 
comes in wake of the year-
long dispute between Gov. 
Kevin Stitt and the state’s 
gaming tribes after he took 
the stance in summer 2019 
that the current state-tribal 
model gaming compacts (also 

used by the Osage Nation) ex-
pired Jan. 1, 2020 and those 
compacts would need to be re-
negotiated with his intent to 
seek higher exclusivity fees 
paid to the state. With many 
of the gaming tribes (includ-
ing Osage) standing in union 
arguing the compacts as writ-
ten automatically renewed 
on Jan. 1, the Sixth ON Con-
gress passed ONCR 19-19 
in September 2019 rejecting 
Stitt’s claim that the gaming 
compacts expired Jan. 1.

While the tribes and Stitt 
argued over the status of the 
gaming compacts, no tribal 
casinos closed in Oklahoma 
after Jan. 1 except for the 
COVID-19 pandemic prompt-
ing tribes to close their ca-
sinos as part of proactive 
measures to cut down on the 
spread. All seven Osage Ca-
sinos were closed for a near-
ly two-month period starting 
in March shortly after Okla-
homa’s first COVID-19 cases 
were reported.

Congress passes amendment
to Scholarship Fund law 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Seventh Osage Nation 
Congress unanimously ap-
proved an amendment to the 
Scholarship Fund Act during 
its second special session to ad-
dress unpaid invoice amounts 
to the third-party administra-
tor, Scholarship America. 

On Aug. 13, the Congress 
passed ONCA 20-61 (spon-
sored by Congressman RJ 
Walker), which increases the 
limit on third-party adminis-
tration costs from $220,000 per 
calendar year to $280,000 per 
calendar year to address costs 
owed to Scholarship America, 
which currently administers 
the Nation’s scholarship pro-
gram and is paid out of the 
Higher Education Scholarship 
Fund per the law.

“We are trying to get the 
fees paid because of the law 
the way it’s written says we 
need to stay within these lim-
its as they exist now,” Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear told the Congress at the 
special session’s start on Aug. 
5. “According to Scholarship 
America, I am told, they need 
their money now, not in the 
future, or they’re not going to 
process our students’ papers. 
And so, we’re going to have to 
find a solution – both short-
term and long-term. And the 
long-term solution has been 
looked at before, I think we 
should revisit that especial-
ly in the upcoming session  
in September.”

Treasurer Jim Littleton met 

with the Congressional Educa-
tion Committee to discuss the 
justification of ONCA 20-61 
and said issues with payments 
to Scholarship America were 
discovered when invoices were 
researched and those amounts 
conflicted with the maximum 
amount specified in the law 
to be paid to the third-par-
ty administrator. The Nation 
and Scholarship America are 
under a current two-year con-
tract executed in July 2019 
after a previous three-year 
contract expired, Education 
Department Director Mary 
Wildcat told the committee. 

The Nation entered into its 
first contract with Minneso-
ta-based Scholarship America 
in October 2014 after discon-
tinuing in-house scholarship 
management by the Education 
Department that year.

“When we looked at what 
we’re being charged, we saw 
that there were some years 
we were charged more than 
($220,000) so we went back to 
the contract … But there was 
also a clause in there that they 
could charge us so much per 
applicant above a number,” 
Littleton told the committee. 
“Then as we looked at the 
newest contract that we are 
under right now, that contract 
said that they set the admin-
istration fees at $258,000 plus 
$200 for every applicant above 
a certain number, so the law 
and the contract that has been 
approved and signed are not 
in agreement and so this bill 
is an attempt to try and make 
those in agreement.”  

In his research, Little-

ton referenced a September 
2016 contract that the Nation 
signed with Scholarship Amer-
ica for three years with the 
amount not to exceed a total 
of $660,000. Congressman Joe 
Tillman asked if that contract 
exceeded that limit and Little-
ton said the total payment to 
Scholarship America for the 
former contract was $640,130.  

Littleton said he also put 
inquiries in with Scholarship 
America on a breakdown of 
fees invoiced to the Nation and 
he was still awaiting respons-
es when the special session 
started. He said he questioned 
how certain fees were cal-
culated including a $15,000  
technical fee.

After further committee 
discussion, Walker asked Lit-
tleton if the new $280,000 per 
calendar year limit amount 
would be sufficient to contin-
ue paying Scholarship Amer-
ica for the remainder of the 
contract and Littleton said it 
would and he would return to 
Congress if any future invoice 
amounts did exceed that limit.

Congressman Eli Potts mo-
tioned for the committee chair 
(Walker) request the two most 
recent copies of the Nation’s 
contract with Scholarship 
America and to request the 
presence of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office at a future meet-
ing as he also questioned the 
execution of the current con-
tract. The committee motion 
passed unanimously on Aug. 6.

The Congress unanimously 
passed ONCA 20-61 on Aug. 
13 and Standing Bear later 
signed the bill into law.

Congress passes an additional $250K 
for Osage Nation Museum expansion  
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Plans for an improved and 
expanded Osage Nation Mu-
seum are expected to continue 
after the Seventh ON Congress 
approved a second $250,000 
appropriation for pre-design 
and master planning costs.

Discussions on improving 
and expanding the ON Muse-
um – the oldest tribally-owned 
museum in the United States 
dedicated in 1938 – started 
last year as Nation officials 
talked with Killers of the 
Flower Moon author David 
Grann who expressed interest 
in fundraising efforts to build 
and expand the museum. In 
order to do so, Grann advised 
that the Nation would need 
design and expansion plans to 
show potential donors.

The Sixth ON Congress 
passed an initial $250,000 for 
conceptual design costs during 
a June 2019 special session. 
After receiving bids from out-
side companies for design 
works, the Executive Branch 
noted the design costs are 
more than original estimates 
and requested the additional 
$250,000 in bill ONCA 20-63 
sponsored by Congressman 
Scott BigHorse.

“The Congress and my office 
agreed on an amount for plan-
ning and for months we went 
through a thorough bidding 
process nationwide and we 
found the best for this (muse-
um expansion planning) is a 
consortium including a Tulsa 
architect firm,” Standing Bear 
told Congress on Aug. 5. “They 
happen to be doing (project) 
work for Philbrook Museum, 
the Gilcrease Museum, they 
are world-class, and we want 
world class for our museum 
expansion improvement and 
that amount plus the amount 
for a display portion totals 
right under $500,000 (so) we 
are requesting an additional 
$250,000.”

According to the bill, the 
$250,000 will be appropriated 
to the Nation’s Capital Asset 
Fund out of the Property In-
come Account in the Treasury 

“to carry out an interpretive 
plan, pre-design services and 
master planning for the Osage 
Nation museum expansion.” 

The museum expansion dis-
cussion is also time sensitive 
as plans are still underway 
for a KOFM film adaptation 
directed by Martin Scorsese to 
be filmed on location in Osage 
County starting next year, 
Standing Bear said. With the 
ongoing film buzz and read-
ers’ interest in the book, Na-
tion officials anticipate more 
tourists coming to visit the 
area, including the ON Mu-
seum to learn more about the  
Osage people.  

“We need to take advan-
tage of this … we didn’t want 
to wait until September, we 
wanted to move now because 
we’ve already selected the 
planning team, but because 
there’s no money to fulfill the 
contract, I’m not signing the 

contract,” Standing Bear said, 
adding he and ON Museum 
Director Marla Redcorn-Miller 
believe “time is of the essence.”

Regarding museum expan-
sion, BigHorse also noted: 
“Over the years, in my lifetime, 
I know there has been many, 
many families that have do-
nated items, articles sacred to 
our culture to the museum and 
we just have not had the space 
to display and properly care for 
those items. This is something 
that falls into culture that is 
near and dear to my heart.”

Redcorn-Miller started her 
director post in February 2019 
and most recently served as 
deputy director of the Museum 
of Indian Arts and Culture in 
Santa Fe, N.M., as well as oth-
er institutions and has been 
involved with the initial dis-

CODY HAMMER/Osage News 

The Osage Nation Museum is the oldest tribally owned museum in the 
United States, dedicated in 1938. 

Congress approves
FY 2021 projected
revenue at $56.1 million
Benny Polacca
Osage News

For the 2021 fiscal year, 
the Osage Nation govern-
ment is expecting to receive 
$56.1 million in projected rev-
enue, which will be used for 
considering and approving 
the next year’s government 
operations budget during the 
Tzi-Zho Session.

According to the 2006 
Osage Constitution, Congress 
shall enact, by law, an annual 
expenditure of funds, which 
shall include an appropria-
tion of operating funds for 
each branch of government 
for the fiscal year and the an-
nual budget shall not exceed 
projected revenues.

During the August special 
session, the Seventh ON Con-
gress voted to set the $56.1 
million projected revenue lev-
el by approving ONCR 20-24 
(sponsored by Congresswom-
an Jodie Revard) on Aug. 13, 
which a resolution setting the 
FY 2021 annual revenue pro-
jection with an 11-1 vote.

According to the resolu-
tion, the Nation projects to 
receive a total of $56,180,085 
million with $50,718,200 mil-
lion coming from tribal fund-
ing. The Nation also projects 
to receive approximately $5.4 
million in restricted revenue 
with $5 million in third-party 
clinic billings from the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center and 
$461,885 from the Treatment 
Alternative to Street Crime 
(TASC) operations.

For FY 2021, the Nation 
projects to receive $46 million 
from the Gaming Enterprise/ 
Osage Casinos operations 
and $2.2 million from Tax 
Commission revenue. The 
Nation’s departments and 
programs that collect income 
are projected to receive $2.1 
million and $250,000 from 
bank interest income. 

Revard, who is the current 
Congressional Appropria-
tions Committee chair, said 
she received projected figures 
from Nation officials includ-
ing the Treasurer, Gaming 
Enterprise Board and the 
Tax Commission. On July 29, 
the Gaming Enterprise Board 
voted to set the FY 2021 es-
timated gaming distribution 
amount at $46 million.

During an Aug. 6 commit-
tee discussion on the project-
ed revenue, Congressman Eli 
Potts questioned the layout 
of budget outlays listed in 
ONCR 20-24, which are list-
ed in the resolution for the 
branches of government, as 
well as the Minerals Coun-

cil and three Osage villages. 
Potts said he preferred to see 
the OMC and villages under 
the Executive Branch noting 
it could create confusion and 
questioned why other budget-
ed entities are not broken out 
in outlays. 

Congressional legal coun-
sel Loyed “Trey” Gill said he 
spoke with Revard on the res-
olution and said he did not 
see any restrictions in Osage 
law in including the OMC 
and villages in the resolution 
with the three government 
branches.  

The reports come as the Na-
tion’s gaming management 
and government officials 
spent weeks regrouping and 
revisiting its financial sta-
tus following the two-month 
shutdown of the seven Osage 
Casinos due to the COVID-19 
pandemic that first struck 
Oklahoma in early March. 

After the casino shutdowns 
and with no tribal distribu-
tion funding from gaming 
coming in, the Sixth ON 
Congress voted to appropri-
ate $8.1 million from the Na-
tion’s Permanent Fund – an 
unprecedented legislative 
move – to continue funding 
the government operations in 
April during the 2020 Hun-
Kah Session. That month, 
the Nation also received $5.1 
million from the Paycheck 
Protection Program as part of 
the federal Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Securi-
ty (CARES) Act to go toward 
continuing to pay ON govern-
ment employees.     

Congressman Scott Big-
Horse said despite the con-
versation on the projected 
revenue, he is please with 
the numbers discussed con-
sidering the unprecedent-
ed hardships brought on by 
the pandemic. “Six months 
ago, we didn’t know where 
we were going to be (going) 
into this budget season and 
to see these numbers is very 
encouraging… I think we’ve 
been provided with some good 
numbers – there may be a dif-
ference of opinion on how we 
arrived at those numbers, but 
to me those are semantics,” 
he said.

On Aug. 13, the Congress 
voted 11-1 on the resolution 
with Potts voting “no” stating 
he still did not agree with the 
listed budgetary outlays, add-
ing “we can’t and shouldn’t do 
more than the law explicit-
ly states” and he believes it 
needs more work. Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
signed the resolution after 
the special session ended.



8 September 2020 osagenews.orgOsage Minerals COunCil

cussions on expansion plans, 
Standing Bear said.

In an Aug. 6 Congres-
sional Cultural committee 
meeting discussing the bill, 
Redcorn-Miller said she 
managed a museum project 
in Santa Fe and that pro-
cess is similar to the muse-
um expansion project now 
taking shape. “That process 
is similar to what we would 
be engaged in with the ex-
pansion and renovation of 
the museum and it is stan-
dard museum practice to 
have an interpretive plan … 
and also a master plan with 
pre-design services because 
what we would like to do is 
present a package to pre-do-
nors and funding agencies 
so that they are aware of 
the steps we have taken 
and due diligence we have 
spent on the facility, on our 
vision of what we’re going to 
do to have a project sched-
ule, cost estimates and an  
interpretive plan.”

In her previous project 
experience, Redcorn-Miller 
said she also sought compet-
itive federal grant funding 
and those applications will 
also inquire on similar proj-
ect/ master plan information 
as well. 

Before the bill vote, Big-

Horse shared more history 

on the museum recalling it 

was built “during some trou-

bling times just as we’re in 

now (with the COVID-19 

pandemic). It was a Works 

Progress Administration 

program that was estab-

lished back in the early 30s 

and 40s when we were com-

ing out of the (Great Depres-

sion). There was funding 

there for tribes and it was 

Chief Fred Lookout and 

John Joseph Mathews that 

had the foresight and vision 

to take advantage of the ear-

marked monies for Native 

Americans under that pro-

gram and we find ourselves 

in a similar situation – we’re 

putting our money back in 

saving and expansion of 

our museum … We have to 

have the interpretive center 

and the master plan and all 

the layout of what we want 

in order to present to these 

donors and these donors are 

worldwide.”

ONCA 20-63 passed unan-

imously on Aug. 11 and 

Standing Bear signed the 

bill into law two days later.

Minerals Council Chairman warns 
of ‘devastating’ shareholder checks 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The checks are not in the 
mail yet, but when they are, it 
won’t be pretty. 

At the Aug. 19 Osage Miner-
als Council meeting, Chairman 
Andrew Yates announced that 
the September payment for a 
full headright will be $1,360, 
a decrease of more than $2,000 
from September 2019. 

“It’s devastating news to 
our shareholders,” he said. 
“Many of them depend on 
that money to live on or sup-
plement their retirement, so-
cial security, whatever. It’s 
just terrible news. We’re in 
the middle of this pandemic 
… that’s unprecedented in re-
cent times. Everything is three 
months behind on payments, 
so whatever’s happening to-
day, we won’t see until the  
December payment.” 

The slumping headright 
checks are due in part to a pan-
demic-induced petroleum pro-
duction slowdown earlier this 
year. The Osage Agency was 
unable to provide the council a 
daily production average when 
requested in open session. 

However, according to docu-
ments provided by the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs in response 
to an Open Records Act re-
quest, the agency granted 

seven emergency shut-in re-
quests in June alone that spe-
cifically cited COVID-19 as a 
reason. Combined, the 120-
day shut-in requests cover 
almost 50 wells and six salt-
water disposal wells among 10  
leases countywide. 

Additionally, 61 leases 
were terminated for non-pro-
duction and no new drilling 
permits were issued in July, 
as per Superintendent Robin 
Phillips’ report to the council. 
Despite public claims to the 
contrary from producers earli-
er this year, Phillips said the 
lease holders were sent show  
cause letters. 

“They could not have been 
producing leases,” Phillips 
said. “If they were, we wouldn’t 
have terminated them.”

On top of the decreased 
production, concerns still are 
lingering among both share-
holders and council members 
about how long producer pay-
ments are sitting in the Osage 
Agency lockbox. 

The Osage Agency is one of a 
handful of sites nationally that 
still relies on having someone 
manually match checks gen-
erated by trust land activity 
with invoices, then credit indi-
vidual accounts with that reve-
nue, plus any interest accrued. 
Those checks are supposed to be 
matched and deposited within 
48 hours of hitting the lockbox.

According to the Office of 
the Special Trustee, if a check 
sits in the agency’s lockbox for 
more than 48 hours, the per-
son responsible for manually 
entering the check amount is 
supposed to also include any 
interest it would have accrued 
had it been posted faster. 

The Osage Shareholders 
Association has launched a 
campaign to request the De-
partment of Interior to remove 
Phillips from office in part due 
to those delays. 

The lag time also prompted 
Councilor Margo Gray to pub-
licly repeat her request of Phil-
lips for a monthly breakdown 
of oil and gas check amounts 
and the turnaround time be-
fore they are deposited. 

“The reason that I’m ada-
mant about it and some of our 
shareholders are … we learned 
last fall at the summit that 
there was almost $1 million in 
that account that hadn’t been 
transferred for weeks,” Gray 
said. “That’s why we’re con-
cerned. We’re not asking you 
(Phillips) to go in every day. 
We’re just asking that some-
one in your office goes in before 
each payment or on a monthly 
basis to see how many checks.

“This is 2020 and I’m sure 
that we can get a report on this 
in some fashion.”

MuseuM 
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she added the Congress con-
firms the HAB members and 
“we are charged by our Consti-
tution to uphold the health and 
wellness of our people.”

Before his resignation, Tin-
ker told the committee the HAB 
was working on a restructure 
of the organization considering 
the clinic services expanded as 
a result of the Nation assum-
ing management of operations 
thanks to the Indian Health 
Service multi-year funding 
agreement. The clinic is prof-
iting well and plans are being 
discussed to build a larger facil-
ity, he added stating some type 
of business model for the clinic 
is being investigated.

Regarding the conflict res-
olution discussion in general, 
Tinker said he did not believe 
conflict resolution is a board 
function at the level of the HR 
situation discussed. “We’re not 
really supposed to be resolv-
ing employee issues, it should 
go up the chain of command… 
when people have issues, they 
should go to their supervisors 
on up the chain of command. It 
should be extremely rare the 
board gets involved in day-to-
day operations like that. I want 
to say that emphatically: The 
board does not belong in day-
to-day operations at the clin-
ic… It’s also industry-standard 
to have non-interference claus-
es where the board members 
don’t interfere with day-to- 
day operations.” 

“I want to say the clinic is 

booming and that it’s moving 
fast, we’re going to build a new 
clinic, we have the resources 
to do so… we get reports nice-
ly from the CEO… Dr. Shaw 
should handle the (employee 
vacation requests, Paycom HR 
matters, etc.),” Tinker said. “I 
do not think the board is the 
first stop for conflict resolution 
in ‘Susie stole my lunch!’ or 
whatever it might be that’s not 
for the board, it should come up 
through the chain of command.”  

After two committee meet-
ing discussions, the Congress 
issued final debate comments 
before voting on the bill on 
Aug. 11.

Congresswoman Jodie Re-
vard said she voted “yes” for 
the bill after listening to vari-
ous sides including the Health 
Authority Board and employ-
ees. She also referred to the 
Constitution, which states 
“that Congress shall establish 
a merit (based employment) 
system that includes a griev-
ance procedure. Our people 
voted on this governing docu-
ment and they voted to include 
the language to ensure our em-
ployees are treated fairly and 
allowed due process. (This bill) 
will provide structure that is 
clearly needed… I’ll be voting 
‘yes’ for the employees and I’ll 
be voting ‘yes’ to uphold our 
constitution.”

Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox said she voted for the bill, 
noting: “I took out all the calls, 
emails, texts and people talking 
to me about why they want me 
to vote for it or against it and 
came to my decision based off 
one thing, which is the clinic 

is not an LLC, they are looked 
at as a program, but not a 
program, it’s a very unique 
situation. Currently the only 
employees that don’t follow 
Osage Nation Human Resource 
policy and procedure are em-
ployees that work for entities 
of the Osage Nation that have 
already been designated as 
LLCs, so our gaming (casinos) 
don’t follow our (HR) policy and 
procedure, nor does (ON) Ranch 
Board employees, nor does 
Osage Home Health… Because 
of that, I think (the clinic em-
ployees) need to follow Osage 
Nation policy and procedure 
when it comes to HR issues.”

“When this clinic opened, we 
didn’t know if we could make it 
or not,” Stabler recalled of the 
clinic’s transition to operating 
under a compact/ multi-year 
funding agreement with IHS. 
“Most people believed we could 
not, but we did, we ran it better 
than the last 50 years, it was 
long days and hard fights, and 
it’s more successful, offers more 
services, more true healthcare 
to our people than before and 
it’s profitable enough to sustain 
itself and to build a new clinic. 
And instead of being proud, we 
seem to be damning the organi-
zation… Yesterday we lost two 
of the most diligent dedicated 
board members not because of 
the language of the bill, but be-
cause of the personal attacks. 
Is this bill going to pass? Yes, 
I think so. Because what choice 
do we have? We’ll move back 
five years and start over… The 
only other thing I want to add 
is in the Constitution, tribal 
officials and employees shall 

refrain from using tribal posi-
tions to improperly influence 
the deliberations, administra-
tion, or decisions of established 
of established board or com-
mission proceedings and that’s 
what we expect of our boards to 
take charge of these things.”

Congressman Tillman said 
with Tinker and Keil’s resig-
nations, he did not have same 
strong faith commitment that 
the remaining board would 
handle the personnel matters 
going forward, so he would be 
voting “yes” for the bill. “It’s 
just really disturbing to me 
that something that was really 
operating and functioning well 
within the Nation has now tak-
en a major blow with the res-
ignation of an esteemed heart 
surgeon and the other board 
member (Keil, who is Tillman’s 
aunt and who he previously re-
frained from voting for board 
confirmation to avoid a conflict 
of interest). 

In closing remarks on the 
bill, Lemon said: “I absolutely 
agree with the comments made 
concerning our employees not 
having a legitimate structure 
avenue for personnel issues. 
In some of our meetings, board 
members did stress that they 
were concerned about the hir-
ing of certain personnel, specif-
ically providers, which would 
be doctors, counselors, dentists 
and pharmacists. And prior to 
the 2017 change of the struc-
ture of this board, they did not 
have all of the personnel under 
them and it was changed… We 
did hear from our HR director 
and (director of operations for 
the Executive Branch) con-

cerning issues that have been 
voiced to them… Ultimately 
this can get very emotional and 
we have to try to remove the 
emotion from it.” 

Lemon said she believed the 
three remaining board mem-
bers are capable of continuing 
their duties, adding “just be-
cause one member leaves an or-
ganization or a board does not 
mean that everything is going 
to fall apart. I have never been 
a proponent of individuals who 
use tactics in a way as leverage 
by resigning or threatening to 
resign… This legislation was 
not brought forth to down the 
clinic, the clinic is doing won-
derful things and making mon-
ey… But I am going to be the 
voice today for our employees 
or any other patients that have 
issues that haven’t been able 
to get them resolved in conflict 
resolution.”

ONCA 20-59 passed with an 
11-1 vote with a “no” vote from 
Congressman RJ Walker. On 
Aug. 13, Standing Bear signed 
the bill into law.

After the bill’s passage, Bri-
stow issued a statement on be-
half of himself and remaining 
board members Cecelia Tall-
chief and Cindra Shangreau. 
Regarding Tinker and Keil’s 
resignations.

“We were saddened by the 
resignations of both our chair 
and vice chair (Keil). We thank 
them both for their valuable 
service and we will miss them 
and their expertise. We will be 
electing new officers at a later 
(HAB) meeting,” Bristow said.
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Pawhuska school board adopts
‘Return to Learn’ plan, requires masks
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

PAWHUSKA — At least for 
now, Pawhuska Public Schools 
will start classes in person on 
Aug. 20 with a mask mandate 
for students and staff. 

However, school board mem-
ber Mike Tolson acknowledged 
at its Aug. 10 meeting that 
the board may have to revisit 
the issue in a special meeting 
before the first day of school, 
depending on the recommen-
dation of local public health 
officials and trends regarding 
the community’s COVID-19 
case counts. 

“If this progression con-
tinues over the next 10 days, 
what we see and decide today 
could look dramatically differ-
ent next week,” Tolson said. 
“Such that … what we decide 
today might be worthy of mak-
ing a different decision next 
week, depending on what the 
data tells us.” 

Dr. Cameron Rumsey told 
the board that both his clinic 
and the emergency room at 
Pawhuska Hospital have expe-
rienced a sharp uptick in cases 
– up to 15 per day – that are 
not reflected in the data pub-
lished by the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health. 

As of the time of the board 
meeting, OSDH only had five 
active cases listed for Pawhus-
ka. However, a spokesman 
for OSDH confirmed that its 
published case counts do not 
include positives from rapid 
results tests unless those pa-
tients follow up with an addi-
tional diagnostic test. 

“The data is moving so 
quickly,” Rumsey said. “I wrote 
down some numbers from this 

morning and they’ve changed 
just today.” 

With that information, dis-
trict officials have formed a 
working group to review pub-
lic health conditions and rec-
ommend adjustments to school 
operations as needed.

“Flexibility will be the word 
of the day,” Superintendent 
David Cash said. “We’re going 
to take these precautions, but 
if things look like we could be a 
cause of making more harm to 
our community, we have to do 
the responsible thing.”

When asked by the board, 
both Cash and Rumsey de-
clined to suggest a specific 
number of cases that would 
trigger shutting down the 
school. Instead, they told the 
board to look at case trends 
and individual scenarios first. 

In the interim, the district 
is still going to start classes on 
Aug. 20 using the “Return to 
Learn” plan formally adopted 
at the board’s Aug. 10 meet-
ing. Among the mitigation 
strategies incorporated in it 
are using Mondays as distance 
learning days for students who 
have opted for in-person in-
struction. 

In an effort to eliminate a 

potential frequent touch point, 
the district’s water fountains 
have been disabled, so stu-
dents and staff are encouraged 
to bring their own filled water 
bottle from home. 

Additionally, parents bring-
ing items to campus will be 
asked to drop them off in a tub 
by the front door rather than 
go in and out of the building.

Along with more than 100 
hand sanitizers stationed 
across the buildings, the el-
ementary schools and high 
school will be disinfected dai-
ly using special foggers. Spe-
cial HEPA filters are being 
installed in every classroom  
as well. 

As of the Aug. 10 school 
board meeting, one-fourth of 
Pawhuska’s students are en-
rolled in the district’s distance 
learning option. Cash told the 
school board that because of 
those participation numbers, 
most of the in-person course 
sections at Pawhuska High 
School will have 10 students 
or less, thus making it easier 
to maintain social distancing. 

“It’ll be very rare that we 
have 20 kids or more in the 
classroom,” he said.

Osage News

Pawhuska High School

Pawhuska Public Schools 
amends ‘Return to Learn’ 
plan at special meeting
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Despite a spike in the 
number of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Osage 
County, Pawhuska Public 
Schools will still start in-per-
son instruction on Aug. 20 
with a mask mandate.  

“The CDC contact tracers 
told me that every school 
that opened without masks 
saw a spike within a week,” 
Superintendent David Cash 
said at an Aug. 18 special 
school board meeting. “That 
tells me that the kids are 
the conduit, so we need to 
be cognizant of our role in  
the community.”

The Pawhuska Public 
Schools’ board of education 
voted unanimously at its 
special Aug. 18 meeting to 
proceed with the district’s 
“Return to Learn” plan with 
two adjustments in light of 
amended recommendations 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

The district will still re-
quire face coverings for staff 
and students. However, stu-
dents will be able to take 
masks off in the classroom 
if social distancing can be 
maintained. With one-fourth 
of the district’s students opt-
ing for virtual instruction, 
Cash said most of the sec-
ondary classes will be able 
to observe social distancing, 
but not all of them.

“If we’ve got a middle 
school science class with 25 
kids, those masks have to 
stay on,” he said.

Students in pre-kinder-
garten, kindergarten and 
first grade will have some 
additional flexibilities 
about wearing masks, with 
teachers asked to make it a 
“teachable moment.” 

Additionally, students ex-
hibiting symptoms will now 

be allowed to return to school 
after 24 fever-free, medica-
tion-free hours instead of 48 
as originally listed. 

Most of the recent spike in 
the county’s COVID-19 case 
count is attributed to an 
outbreak at the Dick Con-
ner Correctional Facility in 
Hominy, where more than 
100 inmates have tested 
positive. At the time of the 
school board meeting, eight 
of the county’s confirmed 
cases are in Pawhuska. 

However, as per the Okla-
homa State Department of 
Health, those figures do not 
include positives from the 
rapid result tests unless the 
patient has an additional di-
agnostic test done. 

Since in-person instruc-
tion started on Aug. 3, al-
most three dozen districts 
and individual school sites 
of all sizes across Oklaho-
ma have publicly disclosed 
that they have had posi-
tive COVID-19 cases arise 
among students, faculty or 
in some cases, both. 

On Aug. 19, Bartlesville 
Public Schools confirmed 
that 10 employees and two 
students across three of its 
sites are currently in quar-
antine. Barnsdall Public 
Schools has already had 
to delay the start of school 
due to faculty members  
testing positive. 

“There’s still a possibility 
that we have to go all vir-
tual in 2-4 weeks anyway, 
even with a mask mandate 
and social distancing,” Dr. 
Cameron Rumsey said. “If 
we want to keep our kids 
in school, we have to take  
some precautions. 

“We have to have a man-
date. You’re not wearing 
a mask for yourself, it’s a 
public health concern. If one 
person with COVID doesn’t 
wear a mask, it doesn’t help 
anyone else in the room.”

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Hominy High School

Hominy pushes back school 
start date; Ponca City schools 
require face masks
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

In light of COVID-19, area 
school districts are continu-
ing to adjust their back to  
school plans.  

On July 29, Hominy Public 
Schools announced via social 
media that the start of school 
will be delayed by one week to 
Aug. 27. 

The delay provides extra 
time for the district to finish up 
renovations on the high school 
and time for staff to move back 
into the building. 

When in-person instruction 
resumes, face coverings will be 
required for all staff and stu-
dents until further notice. How-
ever, each campus will have 
areas set aside where they can 
be taken off as long as social 
distancing is observed. The dis-
trict will have cloth masks and 
neck gaiters available. 

On that same day, offi-
cials with Bartlesville Pub-
lic Schools announced that 

masks will be required for all 
students in fourth grade and 
up when classes start on Aug. 
13. Face shields and other ac-
commodations are being made 
for students who have sensory 
issues or other specific condi-
tions that prevent them from 
wearing a mask or neck gaiter. 

In a video update, Bartles-
ville Superintendent Chuck 
McCauley said his district will 
be largely relying on the col-
or-coded alert system released 
by the state Department of 
Education as a recommen-
dation. At the time of the an-
nouncement, the county is in 
the yellow band, which means 
in-person instruction is expect-
ed. However, about one-fifth of 
the Washington County school 
district’s students are enrolled 
in its virtual program.

“I’m sure you’ve seen recent-
ly that a couple of large school 
districts, Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa, have either approved or 

Barnsdall and Tulsa Public Schools
approve changes to back-to-school plans
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Local districts’ back to school 
plans continue to shift, with of-
ficials at Barnsdall and Tulsa 
approving changes on Aug. 3. 

Barnsdall Public Schools has 
pushed back the start of school 
by one week to Aug. 17. Rather 
than extend the 2020-2021 cal-
endar by one week, the district 
will instead use eight Fridays 
as distance learning days. Stu-
dent participation in distance 
learning days is mandatory 
with attendance measured via 
completion of assignments. 

At least for now, students 
will not be required to wear 
masks, but they are strong-
ly encouraged to do so. In the 
district’s amended “Return 
to Learn,” officials noted that 
could change if public health 
conditions deteriorate further. 

The district will be purchasing 
a neck gaiter for each student. 

In an attempt to enable so-
cial distancing in the hallways 
and minimize the number of 
frequent touchpoints that need 
regular sanitizing, elementary 
school students will not be us-
ing lockers this coming year. 

High school students will 
still be allowed to leave cam-
pus for lunch. However, they 
will be required to sanitize 
their hands upon their return. 

Meanwhile, after two hours 
of questions and deliberations, 
Tulsa Public Schools’ board of 
education voted 6-1 to start the 
year via distance learning for 
at least the first nine weeks.  

The plan does include excep-
tions for a limited number of 
special education students to 
receive in-person instruction. 
Additionally, the district is 
working with the United Way 
and other area entities to help 
parents secure child care.

“I’m not going to ask any 
teacher, support staff or par-
ent to put themselves in an 
at-risk situation that I would 
not put myself in personally,” 
board member Suzanne Sch-
reiber said. 

Tulsa’s school year starts 
on Aug. 31. With pediatric 
cases accounting for about 
11 percent of Tulsa County’s 
COVID-19 cases, district of-
ficials said they will make a 
decision in late September or 
early October about whether 
the second quarter will also 
be via distance learning, all 
in-person or a hybrid model. 

“We know … and it is some-
thing that we don’t want to lose 
sight of, that this disease af-
fects people of color significant-
ly,” said Tulsa Public Schools 
Superintendent Deborah Gist. 
“I would say in Oklahoma spe-
cifically, that this has had a big 
impact on Native Americans.”

As of Aug. 4, Indigenous 
people make up almost 9 per-
cent of the state’s confirmed 
COVID-19 cases. In Tulsa 
County alone, Indigenous peo-
ple account for 5 percent of its 
COVID-19 fatalities.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Barnsdall Public Schools

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Barnsdall Public Schools

Avant Public Schools pushes 
back start date to Sept. 8 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Another Osage County 
school district is adjusting 
its back to school calendar 
due to local COVID-19 cases. 

On Aug. 11, the board of 
education for Avant Public 
Schools voted unanimously 
to delay the start of school 

from Aug. 19 to Sept. 8 due 
to an increase in COVID-19 
cases within the dependent 
district’s attendance area. 

“The day we approved the 
calendar, we had zero cases 
in Avant,” Superintendent 
Mindy Englett said. “The 
following Monday, they went 

See avant sChOOl
—Continued  on Page 15



10 September 2020 osagenews.org

Swan Lake

Courtesy Photo / DENA COSBY

Osage News

Students of Osage-owned Dance Maker Academy performed 
variations from Swan Lake at their 6th Annual Spring Perfor-
mance at the historic Constantine Theatre in Pawhuska. 

The students performed on Aug. 8 and Aug. 9. Videos of the 
performances are available for purchase. For more information 
visit the website: www.dancemaker.net, email dancemakeracad-
emy@gmail.com or call (918) 704-4668.

Courtesy Photo / BROOKELYN CHESHEWALLA
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Pieces of the Past: Tallchief Mansion
All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The ON Wildland Fire Department cleaned the brush away from the Tallchief mansion to reveal a glimpse of the house that hasn’t been seen in years. Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear said there are no plans for the Nation to renovate the mansion at this time. Currently, the Nation owns 1/3 of the estate with the other 2/3 ownership of the property remaining with 
Tallchief descendants. The Wildland Fire Department will continue to maintain the grounds to prevent any fires around the home. 

Bird Creek Farms 
building progressing

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

ABOVE and BELOW: Construction continues on the multipurpose build-
ing at Osage Nation’s Bird Creek Farms on Aug. 18, 2020.

Construction crews put install side panels at the new Bird Creek Farms’ 
multipurpose building in Pawhuska on Aug. 18, 2020.

Construction continues on the multipurpose building at Osage Nation’s 
Bird Creek Farms on Aug. 18, 2020.

Woodland Public Schools receives 
donations of computers, PPE 
Osage News

Just in time for the 2020-
2021 school year, students at 
Woodland Public Schools re-
ceived donations of Chrome-
books, computers and 
COVID-19 safety equipment 
from First Physicians Capital 
Group, which manages Fair-
fax Community Hospital.

On Aug. 19, First Phy-
sicians Capital Group an-
nounced its $60,000-plus 
donation to Woodland Public 
Schools, which includes ther-
mometers and face coverings 
besides the computer equip-
ment intended to help stu-
dents attending school both 
in-person and online. 

Fairfax Community Hos-
pital’s CEO Hunter Thoms 
said FPCG’s Board of Direc-
tors approved the purchase 
of these essential tools for 
students in the community, 
according to a news release. 

The gifts include 28 com-
puters, 100 Chromebooks, 
10 non-contact infrared 
thermometers and 300 dis-
posable face masks. “As our 
community’s children re-
turn to school, we want to 
provide them with essential 
learning devices and help 
protect them with much 
needed personal protective 

equipment,” Thoms said in  
a statement.

Woodland Public Schools 
Superintendent Todd Kimrey 
said the donation was what 
his district’s 400 students 
and 56 employees needed as 
they prepare for reopening 
on Aug. 26. The Chrome-
books lead the district closer 
to its 1:1 technology goal, and 
the touchless thermometers 
give staff another avenue 
to protect students as much  
as possible.

“When First Physicians 
Capital Group and Fairfax 
Community Hospital con-
tacted us about a donation 
opportunity, we were appre-
ciative to have partners sup-
port our community in such a 

phenomenal way during this 
difficult time,” Kimrey said in 
a statement. “The generous 
contributions will strengthen 
our position going forward, 
allowing our smaller school 
district to catch up on tech-
nology needs for teachers, 
staff and students.” 

Based in Oklahoma City, 
First Physicians Capital 
Group manages three ru-
ral Oklahoma hospitals in-
cluding Fairfax Community 
Hospital, The Physicians’ 
Hospital in Anadarko, and 
Stroud Regional Medical 
Center. The company an-
nounced its acquisition of 
Fairfax Community Hospital 
on March 20, 2020.

Courtesy Photo

First Physicians Capital Group donated computers and PPE to Wood-
land Public Schools.

Education Department offers programs to help Osage youth
Osage News

The Osage Nation Educa-
tion Department offers a wide 
variety of support programs for 
Osage youth in K-12th grade. 

K-12th Grades

• Academic Advisor Support 
Services: an advisor 
provides counsel for 
students transitioning to 
higher education. 

• Nationwide Academic 
Tutoring Program (NATP): 
The department works 
with families and national 
accredited tutoring centers 
to help all legally enrolled 
Osage members in Pre-K 

through 12th grade, 
private or public schools.

• Johnson O’Malley: 
provides supplementary 
financial assistance to 
Native American students 
3-years-old to 12th grade 
attending public schools in 
Osage County. 

• STEAM: Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
Art and Math program 
offered at WELA, Daposka 
Ahnkodapi, camps, field 
trips, competitions and 
special events for Osage 
students.

• Osage Nation School 
Support Program 
(ONSSP): Tribal education 
advocates assist, monitor 
grades/ attendance, 
provide tutoring support 
for Osage students in 
public schools in Osage 
County.

• Oscar H. Hope Youth 

See PrOgraMs
—Continued  on Page 13
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Osage named in sixth class of Billy 
Mills’ ‘Dreamstarter Teachers’ 
Osage News

Dance Maker Academy founder and 
choreographer, Jenna LaViolette, has 
been selected to be part of the sixth 
class of Deamstarter Teachers, an 
initiative of the Running Strong for 
American Youth organization.

Founded by Oglala Lakota Olympic 
Gold Medalist, Billy Mills, the Run-
ning Strong organization gives grants 
to support the educational needs of 
Native students. Nine educators, 
LaViolette among them, were chosen 
from a pool of applicants that span 
seven states and serve students from 
at least eight tribal nations. 

LaViolette, whose last name was 
formerly Smith, is also a 2016 Run-
ning Strong Dreamstarter recipient 
who is continuing to realize her dream 
of teaching Native-inspired ballet 
and dance in the public school sys-
tem in Pawhuska Elementary School 
where she teaches third and fourth 
grade students, according to the  
Dreamstarter website.

“Her Dreamstarter Teacher proj-
ect is to be able to continue teaching 
ballet during students’ physical edu-
cation classes noting that since dance 
has been included in the curriculum 
she has noticed an improvement in 
their grades, and they are more fo-
cused and disciplined,” according to 
the Dreamstarter website.

Dreamstarter Teacher grants are 
up to $1,000 and can be used for a wide 
variety of purposes educators need for 
their classrooms, such as educational 
resource materials, supplies, equip-
ment, professional development, field 
trips, or stipends for bringing commu-
nity liaisons into the classroom.  

“Teachers and educators who in-
spire Native youth have chosen a sa-
cred path,” said Mills in a prepared 
release. “Especially now, we need cre-
ative, strong teachers for our youth to 
guide them through a schoolyear like 
none other before. I’m proud to sup-
port their bright futures and dedica-
tion through Dreamstarter Teacher.” 

The full list of this class of Dream-
starter Teachers and their proj-
ects can be found on the Running 
Strong website: https://indianyouth.
org/2020-2021-dreamstarter-teach-
ers/

On October 14, 1964, Billy Mills 
won the 10,000 meter race at the 
Tokyo Olympics in an upset, come-
from-behind victory that in has been 
repeatedly named the greatest race of 
all time. Ever since, his story has been 
an inspiration to Native youth and 
all Americans. Mills is still the only 
person from the Western hemisphere 
ever to win that event. He co-founded 
Running Strong for American Indian 
Youth to help others live their dreams.  

Additional information about 
Dreamstarter programs, including ap-
plication information, can be found at 
www.IndianYouth.org/Dreamstarter. 

Courtesy Photo

Jenna LaViolette has been selected to 
be part of the sixth class of Deamstart-
er Teachers, an initiative of the Running 
Strong for American Youth organization.

Santo Domingo cartoonist Ricardo 
Caté publishes coloring book
Osage News

Ricardo Caté, whose cartoons appear 
every month in the Osage News, has 
authored a coloring book that teaches 
the dangers of the novel coronavirus. 

The New Mexico Indian Affairs and 
Human Services departments part-
nered with the Navajo Nation and 15 
pueblos to publish the Stoodis NM Col-
oring Book, which is slang for “let’s do 
this, New Mexico.”

“We are all in this together. We 
know what needs to be done to keep 
our communities safe and healthy, we 
just need to do it,” Caté said in a state-
ment. “I will continue to promote the 
COVID-19 safety precautions across 
the state through my work.”

According to a news release, the 
goal of the coloring book is to continue 
to raise awareness and educate tribal 
communities by using culturally rele-
vant messaging on how to take precau-
tions and why it is important to stop 
the spread of COVID-19.

The coloring book is downloadable at   
doseofreality.com/toolkit/native-amer-
ican-outreach/.

Osage News

Ricardo Caté, whose cartoons appear every 
month in the Osage News, has authored a 
coloring book that teaches the dangers of 
the novel coronavirus.

Founded by Oglala Lakota 
Olympic Gold Medalist, 
Billy Mills, the Running 
Strong organization gives 
grants to support the 
educational needs of 
Native students

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Construction continues on the Osage Nation’s new Meat Processing Facility, located in the 
Hominy Industrial Park. Workers raised beams on Aug. 20, 2020.

Meat processing facility 
construction continues

“We are all in this  
together. We know what 
needs to be done to keep 
our communities safe 
and healthy, we just 
need to do it…”

—Ricardo Caté
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will soon be approving distance learn-
ing for the first quarter,” he said in the 
video. “They’re in a different color code 
than we are.  

“We’ll continue to monitor that as 
changes are made weekly.” 

Also on July 29, the board of educa-
tion for Ponca City Public Schools vot-
ed for its district to also follow the state 
Department of Education’s color coded 
alert system. 

At the time of the announcement, 
Kay County was also in the yellow band, 
which according to the district’s news 
safety protocols, means face coverings 
are required for staff and students. 
According to the district’s “Return to 
Learn” plan, Ponca City Public Schools 
is providing a neck gaiter to every stu-
dent and a reusable mask to every dis-
trict employee. 

In video announcing the district’s 
decision, Superintendent Shelley Ar-
rott acknowledged that the choice was 
not an easy one, but done in an effort to 
prevent intermittent closures later on 
due to quarantines. 

“It was not an easy decision, but with 
cases on the rise, we want to mitigate 
the spread … for the safety of our stu-
dents and staff and our community,” 
she said. 

Ponca City Public Schools is sched-
uled to start the academic year on  
Aug. 19. 

Meanwhile, the board of education 
for Tulsa Public Schools will take up 
a recommendation on Aug. 3 from Su-
perintendent Deborah Gist to start the 
year with all distance learning for at 
least the first nine weeks. 

As presented, the plan does include 
exceptions for a limited number of 
special education students to receive 
in-person instruction while the rest of 
the district relies on distance learning. 

According to data published by 
the Oklahoma State Department of 
Health, Tulsa County has 1,305 active 
cases of COVID-19 as of July 31 and 
would just barely be considered orange 
Level 1 under the state Department of 
Education’s alert system. 

Orange Level 1, which is for districts 
with 14.4-24.99 cases for every resi-
dent, calls for a staggered schedule, 
while Orange Level 2 calls for distance 
learning for at least 75 percent of a dis-
trict’s students. The minimum thresh-
old for Orange Level 2 is 25 cases for 
every 100,000 residents. 

As of July 31, Tulsa County has 
24.85 cases for every 100,000 residents. 

Tulsa Public Schools is scheduled to 
start its academic year on Aug. 31.

Scholarship: awarded to 8 
Osage students nationwide 
each academic year for grades 
Kindergarten through 12th with a 
minimum of 3.0 GPA. 

• STAR Scholarship: the 
Summertime Achievement Reward 
is a scholarship available to Osage 
students 7th grade through 11th 
grade for summer camps for high 
achievers.

• Concurrent Enrollment Program: 
provides high school students and 
community members enrollment 
opportunities to enroll in college 
courses through Tulsa Community 
College.

• College Entrance Assistance 
Program: serves Osage members 
nationwide with financial support 
for ACT/SAT prep workshop/
materials fee, ACT/SAT test fee, 
advance placement (AP) exam fee 
and college application fees.

Higher Education

• Higher Education Scholarship: 
annual college scholarship 
administered by Scholarship 
America

• Internship: the program is 
designed to provide students with 
work experience in their chosen 
field of study.

• Stole/Commendations: available 
to Osage students participating in 
higher education commencement 
ceremonies.

• Career Training Scholarship: 
available for Osage students 
enrolled in a program that awards 
a certification or licensure at a 
state or nationally accredited 
training facility. Students must 
maintain a 2.0 GPA and be in good 
standing. 

• John L. Rubel Scholarship: 
awarded to two Osage students 
attending Oklahoma State 

University Institute of Technology 
in Okmulgee or Tri-County 
Technology Center in Bartlesville. 

• Eugene Daniel Scholarship: 
awarded to four Osage students 
enrolled in a degree/ certificate 
program at an accredited college 
or technical school and major in a 
medically-related field.

• E. Ray Adkisson Scholarship: 
awarded to four Osage students 
enrolled in an undergraduate 
degree program.

• Mary E. Tinker Scholarship: 
awarded to 12 Osage students 
enrolled in a graduate degree 
program.

• Morris E. & Ethel Carlton Wheeler 
Scholarship Trust: awarded to 
six Osage students and adopted 
children of original Osage allottee 
who are furthering their education.

• Certification and Licensure 
Testing Program: assistance to 
Osage students nationwide for the 
cost of one certification or licensure 
test fee that is needed to gain 
viable employment, including but 
not limited to the bar exam, CPA, 
CNA, CLEET, EMT, real estate 
license and teacher certification.

Other Scholarships listed:

• Lt. William J. Scott Scholarship

• Mae Lasley 2014 Application

• OTEC 2016 Initial Application

• OTEC 2016 Renewal Application

• 2017 Intertribal Timber Council 
Research Scholarship and Truman 
Picard Scholarship

• Wah-Tiah-Kah Scholarship 
Application

• DOE Scholars Program

• Virginia Leflore Marshall 
Foundation Scholarship

For more information on each pro-
gram offered, visit the education de-
partment’s website at https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/edu-
cation-department

EnEl UpdatE

Osage Wind litigation advances
as parties begin discovery
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA — Attorneys on both sides 
of the ongoing Osage Wind litigation 
are asking their opposing counsel to 
show their work. 

In dueling motions to compel filed 
Aug. 18 and Aug. 20 respectively, 
attorneys for the Osage Minerals 
Council, Osage Wind and its parent 
entities Enel Green Power North 
America and Enel Kansas laid out 
laundry lists of documents sought in 
an effort to make their case. 

Among the documents sought by 
Enel Green Power North America’s 
attorneys include documentation to 
show how damages associated with 
Osage Wind were calculated, copies 
of all Osage Minerals Council news-
letters published since 2001 and all 
communications between the Osage 
Minerals Council and Osage Nation 
regarding the wind farm dating back to  
Jan. 1, 2010. 

“The OMC has only made the 
vaguest and broadest descriptions of 
its damages (and even those were in 
court filings, not discovery respons-
es),” attorney Ryan Ray wrote. “The 
OMC must do more, even if an expert 
will ultimately testify about some as-
pects of its damage claims.”

Meanwhile, the Osage Minerals 
Council is asking for documents to 
back up claims from Enel Green Pow-
er North America and Enel Kansas 
that it believed it was acting in “good 
faith” when it began excavation work 
on Osage Wind without a federal lease  
or permit. 

“Despite Defendants’ repeated ref-
erence to and reliance on their coun-
sel’s ‘detailed legal analysis’ to assert 
they acted in ‘good faith’ when they 
excavated the Osage Mineral Estate, 
Defendants have refused to produce 
the relevant communication and doc-
uments that relate to the creation of, 
and research behind, the ‘detailed le-
gal analysis’ they continue to affirma-
tively rely on,” OMC attorney Mary 
Kathryn Nagle wrote. 

According to court documents, a 
status conference is scheduled for 10 
a.m. on Oct. 7 via telephone.

As per a scheduling order issued 
July 15 by Judge Gregory Frizzell, 
the discovery deadline for all parties 
has been extended to Dec. 18 due to 
the ongoing pandemic. Dispositive 
motions, or motions to dismiss, are 
due by Jan. 22, 2021. A trial date has 
not been set and is projected to take 
up to 10 days should the case proceed  
that far.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a let-

ter to the editor, please mail it to the 
Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw 
Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, 
OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@

osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must 

be respectful and informative to the 

reader, and may be edited for gram-

mar, clarity and space.

In the most recent gaming com-
pact debate update on July 28, feder-
al Judge Timothy DeGuisti ruled in 
favor of gaming tribes in a Western 
District of Oklahoma case initially 
filed by the Cherokee, Chickasaw and 
Choctaw nations on New Year’s Eve 
asking for a declaratory judgment 
that the gaming compacts at issue au-
tomatically renewed on Jan. 1. Also 
on July 21, the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court held that the compacts Stitt 
signed with the Comanche Nation 
and Otoe-Missouria Tribe were inval-
id because they included provisions 
not allowed under current state law.

“There have been two major court 
decisions recently, we stayed out of 
court by following along, staying in 
pace with everything by not getting 
tied up in litigation,” Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear told Con-
gress on Aug. 5. “The Supreme Court 
of Oklahoma made a very important 
decision by saying the Governor may 
be able to enter into compacts with 
the tribes on his own, but he cannot 
redefine the types of gaming that are 
allowed in Oklahoma for a compact. 
So all that discussion about house-
banked (games), roulette, gaming, 
cards, all the Las Vegas-style now re-
quires a tribe and the Governor to go 
to the state Senate and state House 
and ask for sports book or ask for the 

type of gaming to compete with oth-
er casinos in Arkansas and wherever 
else they may be constructed.”

“Now that this Supreme Court 
has ruled and Federal Judge DeGi-
usti has ruled the compacts rollover 
15 years as is, but ‘as is’ means the 
forms of gaming we have now and 
does not authorize any new forms 
of gaming, which is really where we 
want to be,” Standing Bear said. “So 
we need to be able to have flexibility 
to adjust to what could be more fast-
paced action and anything the ex-
ecutive does, of course, should have 
to come to the Osage Congress. I’m 
going to be meeting with people and 
they’re going to want to know can I 
actually speak for the Nation on this 
and that… Anything else will be sub-
ject to reports to the Congress and 
final approval by the Congress.”

According to ONCR 20-22: “The 
Principal Chief may negotiate with 
the Governor and Legislature of the 
State of Oklahoma terms of modifica-
tion of the existing gaming compact 
or terms of a new gaming compact 
which are only valid if approved by 
the Osage Nation Congress. In ad-
dition thereto, any new terms are 
further subject to approval by the 
United States Department of Interi-
or where required by federal law.”

The resolution passed 12-0 on 
Aug. 13 before the special session  
adjourned.

COMPaCt 
–from Page 7
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The Words of b:
william bearhart
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News

I’ve been thinking about the distance 
between friends and family here and 
across the country. There are never 
good words to tell you a friend or fam-
ily member has died. Early Sunday 
evening, I learned a talented poet and 
friend was gone. I was scrolling on my 
phone in the truck on the way to walk 
beside the Columbia River. Heid Er-
drich, a talented Ojibwe poet and editor 
in Minneapolis, wrote “the sweet poetic 
being Bryan Bearhart is no more.” 

I first read Bryan’s work in 2011, in 
American Ghost: Poets on Life after In-
dustry, a slim collection Lillian Waller 
edited. My poem and Bryan’s are back 
to back. His poems “Cuspate” and “Ric-
ing: A Love Story” touch family hurts 
and his Ojibwe foodways.  

His work was tender and unflinch-
ing. In “The Blue Jay and the Tulip 
Field: What Started as a Letter to Saeed 
Jones,” (published in 2018 in The Rum-
pus) Bryan wrote “I get the switch of 
yellow tulle on sunny satin as a boy’s 
hips/sashay in the upstairs bedroom/
far away from his father who wrote a 
drunken note/to a mother on a paper 
plate/“Take this kid back with you.”

In 2015 when I went to the Institute 
of American Indian Arts, a new stu-
dent in the MFA program, Bryan was 
the first person I encountered when I 
stepped on campus. He was a direct 
descendent of the St Croix Chippe-
wa of Wisconsin, a poker dealer when 
he wasn’t writing poetry. He had se-
rious health problems when we met 
that gave him a particular vulnera-
bility that I recognized. He had major 
surgery, and we watched him grow 
stronger. I haven’t heard how Bry-
an passed, but he wrote about psych 
wards and edging back and forth on 
the line between life and death. For his 
birthday in January, he held a fund-
raiser for the American Foundation for  
Suicide Prevention. 

It has been awhile since a member of 
my immediate family died, eight years 
actually, since I felt the mix of pain for 
the person whose dreams and joys were 
interrupted, and the loss of the shared 
memories that almost seem to fade  
in color. 

Reading Bryan’s work is heart open-
ing. He writes our private vulnera-
bilities onto the page. In “When the 
night unravels this night becomes” the 
speaker says, “I can’t make sense of 

this mess in my head.” In the Boston 
Review, esteemed poet Natalie Diaz, 
Mojave and an enrolled member of the 
Gila River Indian community, writes, 
“Yes, darkness, bearhart’s poems say, 
but also and always light.” 

Bryan makes me hope to be a person 
who is tender and generous, willing to 
share inner concerns. He was accessi-
ble, full of wit and humor.  

Bryan’s poetry can be found in Bos-
ton Review, North American Review, 
Prairie Schooner and Tupelo Quarter-
ly. He reads from Love Sick, the thesis 
for his MFA at IAIA on Vimeo. He’ll 
be included in When the Light of the 
World Was Subdued, Our Songs Came 
Through, a Norton Anthology edited 
by the US Poet Laureate Joy Harjo, a 
member of the Mvskoke Nation.

I think of the poems Bryan had yet to 
write, the book his friends were wait-
ing for. I’m thankful for the beauty he 
left in the world. I’ll burn cedar and 
pray for Bryan’s family and friends. I’ll 
try to be kind, tuned in to the burdens 
friends carry. 

Josephine Claremore Walker and Elizabeth Pitts. Date unknown, Osage County. Photogra-
pher: Love Studio. Hand-colored photograph, ONM Collection, gift, Mary Brasier

 Through the
WahZhaZhe Looking Glass

All Photos Courtesy / Osage Nation Museum

Kathleen Bonnicastle and Mary Osage Green, ca. 1917. Fairfax, Oklahoma. Photographer 
unknown. Cabinet Card, ONM Collection, gift, Buford Mathis.

Josephine Claremore Walker. Date unknown, Osage County, Photographer unknown. ONM 
Collection, gift, Mary Brasier

A day to celebrate the
Oklahoma City Indian Clinic 
Osage News

The Oklahoma City Indian Clinic 
has its own day. 

In 2009, then-OKC Mayor Mick 
Cornett, proclaimed Aug. 19 the day 
to celebrate the nonprofit clinic. The 
clinic provides important health and 
wellness services to American Indi-
ans in central Oklahoma. Six tribal 
headquarters are located around 
Oklahoma City. The Iowa, Kickapoo, 
Citizen Potawatomi, Absentee Shaw-
nee, Seminole, and the Sac and Fox. 
Also, more than 100 Osage families 
reside in and around Oklahoma City.

“Since 2009, on August 19 we have 
been excited to observe Oklahoma 
City Indian Clinic Day by celebrat-

ing providers, staff, leaders and pa-
tients,” Robyn Sunday-Allen said, 
OKCIC Chief Executive Officer in a 
news release. 

In 1974, a group of volunteer Na-
tive physicians gathered and saw a 
need to improve the health of Amer-
ican Indians in Oklahoma City. 
Since then, OKCIC has grown to 
offer American Indians a variety of 
health and wellness services includ-
ing medical, pediatrics, optometry, 
behavioral health, dental, physi-
cal therapy, and more, according to  
the release. 

Today, OKCIC serves more than 

See ClInIC
—Continued  on Page 18

Ruby Hansen Murray

“I get the switch of yellow tulle 
on sunny satin as a boy’s hips/
sashay in the upstairs bedroom/
far away from his father who 
wrote a drunken note/to a 
mother on a paper plate/“Take 
this kid back with you.”
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Preparing Bear Meat
Bear steak is best for eating during the early part of the hunt-

ing season, especially in areas where bear feed on salmon and 
other fish since the fish permeates the bear meat. As soon as you 
have bagged your bear, dress it out immediately, since the hide, 
entrails and other parts give the meat a strong flavor. Soak it 
at lease overnight in cold water before trying to cook it. Prepare 
and cook bear meat the same as fresh pork in either roasting or 
frying, making sure to cook it well done since bear meat contains 
the same elements as pink pork.  

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Baby Boy!
Coleson James Kau-

laity was born on July 
21, 2020 to Rachel 
Peery and Jameson 
Kaulaity. He was born 
in Lander, Wyoming at 
8:06 p.m. He was 10 lbs 
1 oz and 24 inches long. 
His maternal grand-
parents are Judith 
Bell-Peery and Ken-
neth Peery of Anadar-
ko, Oklahoma. His 
maternal great-grand-
parents Juanita Pip-
er-Bell, Robert Bell of 
Anadarko and Arap-
ahoe, Wyoming and 
Rachel Pitts-Abrams 
and Oliver Abrams of 
Pawhuska. His pater-
nal grandparents are 
Pamela Friday and 
Myron Kaulaity of 
Ethete, Wyoming. His 
paternal great-grand-
parents Alveena Fri-
day, Ben Friday Jr. of 
Ethete, Wyoming and 
Horace Kaulaity and 
Amy Aitson-Kaulaity of 
Anadarko. Coleson was 
welcomed to this world 
by his brothers and sis-
ters DaRon, Myles, Ad-
dison, Emiee, Kyla and 
Chasity.

SEPTEMBER 2020
September 5-6

34th Red Earth Festival
Grand Casino Hotel Resort
www.RedEarth.org or 
call (405) 427-5228 for 
additional information.

September 5
Oklahoma Indian Festival 
Online Market
1:30 p.m. 
Facebook

September 8
Tzi-Zho Session Begins
7th Osage Nation Congress
Listen live at https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/
multimedia/live-media

September 9
Osage Nation Language 
Department

Fall Semester Begins
(918) 287-5505
langinfo@osagenation-nsn.
gov 

September 30
Deadline to apply for Osage 
Nation Energy Assistance 
Call (918) 287-5325
Web: www.osagenation-
nsn.gov/financial-
assistance 

September 30
Deadline to apply for 
CARES Direct Assistance
Call: (918) 287-9745
Email: direct-assist@
osagenation-nsn.gov
Web: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/
member-services/covid-
assistance

OCTOBER 2020

October 12
Osage Day
October 31
2020 Census Deadline
Complete the Census 
online at: https://
my2020census.gov/
Or call 1-844-330-2020

• • •
Have an event? Send event in-

formation to the Osage News, Attn.: 
Shannon  Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax to (918) 
287-5563. Make sure to include 
event date, location, email and web 
address (if applicable) and a phone 
number where someone can be con-
tacted for validation, if necessary. 
Deadline for each subsequent issue 
of the Osage News is the 18th of ev-
ery month.

Local Events Calendar

Coleson James Kaulaity

avant sChOOl 
–from Page 9

Congratulations!
Pitcher and catcher duo Addesin Smith #8 (Oneida/Kaw/

Osage) and Monique Martinez #4 (Oneida/Sioux), out of Onei-
da, Wisconsin, helped lead their teams to 3 Championships this 
summer. They both play for River Rebels 10U and Seymour 
Thunder 10U.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Gigi Sieke for completing the Virtually 

United New York Yankees 5K in 35:53 minutes! Her Pa-Pa Ray-
mond Lasey and her mother Janese Sieke were there to put her 
Yankees medal on her! 

Oklahoma History Center
offers new online series
‘From the Collection’
Osage News

The Oklahoma History Cen-
ter in Oklahoma City has de-
veloped “From the Collection,” 
a new, monthly online series 
that will take the community 
behind the scenes to see some 
of the fascinating artifacts in 
its collection storage.

The Oklahoma Historical 
Society has more than 130,000 
artifacts in its collection, rang-
ing from sewing needles to 
cars and tipis. Some items are 
so fragile or unique that they 
may never be placed on display 
and can be viewed by appoint-
ment only. “From the Collec-
tion” will allow viewers to see 

and hear the details of a par-
ticular, rarely seen artifact, 
but they can also do it safely 
from their own computer or 
personal device.

Each month a new artifact 
will be presented on the series 
by a member of the curatori-
al staff. These installments 
will be available through the 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
website at okhistory.past-
perfectonline.com, or may be 
accessed from the Oklahoma 
History Center Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/okhistory-
center. The first episode is now 
available. For more informa-
tion, please call the OHC at 
(405) 522-0765.

American Indian College
fund creates cohort for Native 
student mothers with grant
Osage News

The American Indian Col-
lege Fund has been awarded 
a $50,000 Rise Prize to create 
both a higher education cohort 
of Native student mothers and 
programming that is respon-
sive to their unique needs as 
college students. 

The program will be called 
“Ina Wa Wounspe Pi,” Lakota 
for Mothers Who Are Learn-
ing. The American Indian Col-
lege Fund will collect data on 

the cohort’s outcomes to exam-
ine other cohorts that can be 
created to meet student coach-
ing needs.

The “Rise Prize” is a col-
lective effort between Imag-
inative Futures, the Lumina 
Foundation and ten partner 
organizations focused on the 
success of parent students in 
higher education. 

For more information visit 
the college fund’s website at 
https://standwithnativestu-
dents.org/

Application period announced 
for Oklahoma Heritage
Preservation grant
Osage News

The Oklahoma Historical 
Society will open applications 
for the 2020/2021 grant cy-
cle of the Oklahoma Heritage 
Preservation Grant program 
on Friday, Sept. 11. 

The OHS sets aside $500,000 
to award grants ranging from 
$500 to $20,000 to municipal, 
county or tribal governments 
and not-for-profit historical or-
ganizations, as well as the sup-
port groups for these entities, 
according to a news release. 

All not-for-profit applicants 
must be registered with the 
Oklahoma secretary of state. 
The grants will be specific to 
four categories: collections, 
exhibits, programs and ca-
pacity building. The online 
application process will open 
Friday, Sept. 11, and close 
Friday, Oct. 30 at 5 p.m. For 
applicants wishing to receive 
optional draft application feed-
back, draft applications will be 
due Oct. 2. Award announce-

ments will be made in late  
January 2021.

The Oklahoma Heritage 
Preservation Grant Program 
was launched last year, and a 
total of just over $410,000 in 
grant funds were awarded for 
the 2019/2020 grant cycle, ac-
cording to the release. Projects 
ranged from collections care 
and exhibit development to 
strategic planning and educa-
tional programming. Of the 87 
organizations that applied for 
funding in the inaugural year 
of the program, 43 ultimately 
received grant funds, accord-
ing to the release.

Virtual, online workshops 
to inform the public about this 
program are scheduled for 
Aug. 12 at 11 a.m. and Sept. 
15 at 1 p.m. To see the official 
rules for the program, as well 
as to sign up for the online 
workshops, please visit www.
okhistory.org/grants or contact 
Nicole Harvey at (405) 522-
5202 or grants@okhistory.org.

up. There are some cases that 
are being reported in Skiatook, 
but they’re in Avant’s district.” 

At the time of the meeting, 
there were five district staff-
ers with scheduled COVID-19 
tests, including at least one es-
sential employee.  

The additional time will also 
allow teachers enough time 
to walk parents and students 
through Avant’s distance 
learning platform in advance 
of the coming school year. 
That walk-through was origi-
nally tentatively slated for the 
week of Aug. 11 but had to be 

canceled due to the number of 
employees in quarantine. 

“We need to be thinking 
about the safety of our kids 
and the safety of our teachers 
and our staff,” board member 
Evelyn Alsup said. “This is not 
supposed to be about what’s 
good for us on here. This is 
supposed to be what’s good for 
the entire district. We need to 
be thinking about when these 
people were exposed and when 
that 14-day window is up.

“We cannot in good con-
science bring a bunch of peo-
ple into the school if we know 
we have people who are posi-
tive for the virus. Otherwise, 
they’ll all be infected.” 

The new calendar, which 
will be revisited at the board’s 
Sept. 2 meeting, has enough 
time built in to exceed the 
state’s minimum requirements 
and will not extend the school 
year, even if there are inclem-
ent weather days. The district 
will still use a four-day week 
with eight hours of instruc-
tion, regardless of whether 
Avant has to transition to all  
distance learning. 

“We’re just going to have to 
roll with things and be ready 
to pivot,” Englett said. “We’ll 
get through it, because we’ve 
gotten through 550 things 
before and lots of things  
before that.”

Share your 
good news!

Send births, graduations, or just 
plain good news to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon  Shaw Duty, 604 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov, or fax to (918) 287-5563 (pho-
tos must be emailed, mailed, or 
brought in person, not faxed). 
Deadline for each subsequent issue 
of the Osage News is the 18th of ev-
ery month.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit 

a letter to the editor, please 
mail it to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 
604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 
74056 or send email to sshaw@

osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters 

must be respectful and infor-

mative to the reader, and may 

be edited for grammar, clarity 

and space.
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Wakon Iron RedCorn Sr.
Kendrick McCartney Johnson Funeral Home

Wakon Iron RedCorn Sr., 
86, of Pawhuska, OK, passed 
away on August 17, 2020, in 
Pawhuska, OK.

Wakon was born in Pawhus-
ka to Raymond Wesley Red-
Corn Jr. and Waltena Comell 
Myers on May 26, 1934. He 
went to school at Indian Camp 
School in Pawhuska. He mar-
ried Sandra Jane Herrington 
on February 23, 1958, in 
the First Baptist Church in 
Pawhuska. He graduated from 
Panhandle State Universi-
ty in 1959, then received his 
Master of Science degree from 
Oklahoma State University in 
1964. He worked for the Kerr 
Foundation in Poteau, OK, for 
7 years and later as a State 
Conservationist for the State 
of Oklahoma and lastly the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in 
Pawhuska as the land opera-
tions officer until he retired in 
1998. He was a veteran and 
served in the U.S. Army.

Wakon was preceded in 
death by his parents, Ray-
mond and Waltena.

Wakon is survived by his 

wife Sandra Jane RedCorn, his 
son Wakon RedCorn Jr., Hol-
ly and Joe Strack, Raymond 
Wesley RedCorn III and wife 
Louise, Whitney and Michael 
Hall, Brayden and Wakon 
Iron Hunter Hall, Rebecca and 
Andrew Barrilleaux, Scout 
Barrilleaux, Shelby and Josh 
Manning, Henry and George 
Manning. Nephews Ryan, 
Jon, Alex and Studie Red-
Corn and their families, aunt 
Frances Reagan and many  
close cousins.

Honorary pallbearers will be 
Michael Hall, Andrew Barril-
leaux, Joshua Manning, Ryan 
RedCorn, Jon RedCorn, Alex 
RedCorn, Studie RedCorn and 
Joe Strack.

Visitation was Aug. 20, 
2020, at Kendrick McCartney 
Johnson Funeral Home. A 
memorial service will be held 
at a later date. Memorials 
may be given to First Baptist  
Church, Pawhuska.

The family wishes to extend 
their sincere thanks to the 
many friends and family that 
have offered their condolences 
and understanding during this 
very difficult time.

Wayne Penn Schafer
Submitted by Family

January 31, 1929 - June 2, 2020

Wayne Penn Schafer, born 
January 31, 1929, in Long 
Beach, CA, to Betty and 
Wayne Marston Penn, died at 
home June 2 after a brief ill-
ness, not related to Covid-19. 
Wayne, whose Osage Native 
American father passed away 
early in the Great Depression, 
was raised in Toluca Lake, CA, 
by his mother and her second 

husband, Hollywood photogra-
pher A.L. (Whitey) Schafer. It 
was there that Wayne met his 
lifelong best friend, Peter H. 
Dailey. An all-star high school 
athlete and accomplished mu-
sician, Wayne went on to USC, 

graduating in Music Theory 
while also presiding as presi-
dent of the Kappa Alpha (KA) 
fraternity and serving in the 
U.S. Naval Air Reserve.

Milton Joseph 
Cunningham
Submitted by Family

On August 13, 2020, at 5:37 
p.m., Milton Joseph Cunning-
ham peacefully passed away 
in the company of his dearest 
loved ones in the comfort of his 
own home. 

Milton Joseph Cunningham 
was born in Pawnee, Oklaho-
ma, on March 8, 1960, to Alvin 
Jack Cunningham and Rose-
ann Boone-Cunningham. His 
paternal grandparents were 
Henry Cunningham and Lil-
lie Bighorse-Cunningham. His 
maternal grandparents were 
George Boone and Cynthia 
Daniels-Boone. 

Husband of 30 years to 
Tammy Denise McClel-
lan-Cunningham of Pawhus-
ka, Oklahoma. Oldest sibling 
to Eugene Cunningham of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, Jackie Cun-
ningham-McCann of Pawhus-
ka, Asa Cunningham-Concha 
of Pawhuska, and Danna Cun-
ningham of Pawhuska. Father 
of daughters, Frankee Ann 
Hammer of Pawhuska, Charl-
sie Rose Calls Him, of Norman, 
Oklahoma, and Blake Louise 
Cunningham of Pawhuska. 

Grandfather of Wa.Sta.Tse 
Sky Hammer of Pawhuska, 
Wa.Tsa.Moie Lewis Hammer 
of Pawhuska, and Sterling 
Crimson Calls Him of Norman. 
Godfather of Jordan Cunning-
ham of Pawhuska, and Natalie 
Conley of Bartlesville, Okla-
homa. Uncle of many beloved 
nieces and nephews. 

Milton is survived by his 
wife Tammy Denise McClel-
lan-Cunningham, his daugh-
ters Frankee Ann Hammer, 
Charlsie Rose Calls Him, and 
Blake Louise Cunningham, 
his grandchildren Wa.Sta.Tse 
Sky Hammer, Wa.Tsa.Moie 
Lewis Hammer and Sterling 
Crimson Calls Him, his sib-
lings Eugene Cunningham, 
Jackie Cunningham-McCann, 
Asa Cunningham-Concha, and 
Danna Cunningham. Preceded 
in death by his grandmother 
Lily Bighorse-Cunning-
ham, his parents Jack and 
Rose Anne Cunningham, 
his daughter Megan Simone 
Cunningham, his brothers 
Lawrence Cunningham, and  
Darrell Cunningham. 

Milton Cunningham grew 
up going to the Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church 
and lived most of his life in 
Pawhuska. He has raised three 
daughters and has been bless-
ed to celebrate the life of three 
grandchildren. Milton was of 
the Ponca Peace Maker Clan. 
His Osage name was Wa.Ska.
Tse. He enjoyed praying, re-
laxing, spending time with his 
wife, daughters and grandchil-
dren, fishing, dancing, singing, 
and traveling – these were 
some of his pure joys. Milton 
led a traditional life attending 
the June Inlonshka Dances, 
learning his traditional lan-
guage, singing, dancing, and 
was a member of the Native 
American Church. 

Milton has been a strong 

fighter against cancer since 
2006. Throughout Milton’s 
battle, he had courageously 
found the energy level to con-
tinue dancing for many years. 
Milton enjoyed serving as a 
Tail Dancer for the Wa.Xa.O.Li 
Pawhuska District for the fam-
ilies of Bruce Cass and George 
Stabler Jr.; he had also served 
as a water boy in his younger 
years and served on the com-
mittee in his older years. Mil-
ton has also had the honor of 
singing under all three district 
arbors. Milton would prepare 
physically for June all year 
long despite the ailments of 
his body. June was his favor-
ite time of year because of his 
love for his traditions, culture,  
and people. 

Traveling was one of the 
many aspects of Milton’s life 
that always brought a glim-
mer to his eyes when he spoke. 
Milton has traveled across the 
United States and Canada to 
both sing and dance. He was 
original in his fashion and 
style of dance. His originali-
ty and style have captivated 
the attention of many across 
the country. Milton traveled 
to nineteen powwows in one 
summer and took home prize 
money from seventeen of them 
– something he was proud to 
accomplish. Milton’s years of 
singing paid off in the dancing 
world as he could catch every 
trick song thrown his way. 

Milton has been through 
many trials and tribulations, 
from getting in a car wreck 
that put him in a coma which 
led to him having to learn to 
walk and talk again, to losing 
a baby girl, and on to battling 
cancer. Through each trial 
and tribulation, Milton found 
strength in his faith in God, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy 
Trinity. His life was the living 
proof of the power of prayer.

Paula Jo Cedar Barclay
Stumpff Funeral Home

Paula passed away on July 
27, 2020 at her residence in 
Broken Arrow. 

She was born October 23, 
1931 in Tulsa, Oklahoma to 
Paul and Joan Elizabeth (Sher-
riff) Cedar. She was descended 
from the Osage, Quapaw and 
Creek people. She attended 
the St. Louis School for Osage 
Indian Girls, established by 
St. Katharine Drexel and the 
Bureau of Catholic Indian 
Missions, Washington, D.C. 
Paula also attended Chilocco 
Indian School. She careered as 

a real estate agent for Pruden-
tial Real Estate in Tulsa and 
proudly served as Vice Pres-
ident of the Osage Grayhorse 
War Mothers at the time of  
her passing.

Paula is survived by her 
children: Andy Livesay, 
Paul Bemore, Joanna Taylor 
Fitzsimmons, Kathy Boyd, 
Georgeanne Barclay, a brother 
Paul Cedar, 14 grandchildren 
and 22 great-grandchildren.   

She was preceded in death 
by her parents.

Funeral services for Paula 
Jo Cedar Barclay, 88, of Bro-
ken Arrow, OK, were held 
Thursday, July 30, 2020 at 10 
a.m. at the Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church in Skiatook, Okla-
homa, with Father Kenneth 
Iheanacho officiating.

Interment was in Osage 
Garden Cemetery in Skiatook 
under the direction of Pe-
ters-Stumpff Funeral Home. 
Casket bearers for the service 
were Allen Taylor, Barrett 
Taylor, Seminole Taylor, John 
Wooten, Ryan Pete, Lookout 
Pete and Daniel Boyd. Honor-
ary casket bearers were Paul 
Bemore Jr., Rodney Mayfield 
and Caden Uriosteguai.

Wakon Iron RedCorn Sr.
Milton Joseph Cunningham

William “Bill” Joseph Avant

Mary Martha Parker

Wayne Penn Schafer

Paula Jo Cedar Barclay
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William “Bill”  
Joseph Avant
Submitted by Family

William “Bill” Joseph Avant, 
71 of Nacogdoches, TX, passed 
away on July 28, 2020 at his 
home after a long illness chal-
lenged by Covid19 recovery. 
He was born in Albuquerque, 
NM in 1949, son of the late 
William Brown Sr. and Mar-
guerite Brown Avant. He was 
the great-grandson of James 
Bigheart, Chief of the Osage 
Nation in Oklahoma.

He graduated from Tex-
as A&M University in 1971 
and was instrumental to the 
founding of the D-2 Dog Com-
pany of the Texas Aggie Corps 
of Cadets. He served briefly in 

the United States Army as a 
Vietnam War-era veteran be-
fore serving for 10 years as a 
Captain in the Army Reserves. 
He was a Corporate Buyer for 
Southland Corporation and 
retired after 20 years. His 25-
year business career involved 
employment with three major 
corporations and a one-year 
stint with the Department  
of Commerce.

He remained engaged in the 
community where he lived as 
a member of the Reserve Offi-
cers Association, the American 
Legion, the Lions Club, the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
and the National Association 
of Purchasing Management, 
while staying active with his 
various hobbies.

Bill truly lived life to the 
fullest through simple plea-
sures, such as spending time 
outdoors, and with his family. 
He was widely known for being 
an award-winning self-taught 
illustrator, along for his love 
for military history, art, mu-
sic, Texas A&M Aggie Corps 
of Cadets and making anyone 
laugh. His gleaming smile, that 

Mary Martha Parker
Submitted by Family

September 17, 1945 - 
August 12, 2020

Mary Martha Parker, 74 
years, of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020 
at St. John Medical Center  
in Tulsa.

Mary Martha was born in 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma to par-
ents George Pratt Jr. and Ruth 
Mae (Hopper) Shackelford 
on September 17, 1945. She 
graduated from Pawhuska 
High School. After graduation, 
she married her love, Keith 
Parker in Sapulpa, Oklaho-

ma. They then had two chil-
dren, Eric Parker and Mary  
Monique Hall.

Together they enjoyed trav-
eling, especially to the moun-
tains of Colorado, having a 
special affinity for Colorado 
Springs. Mary Martha loved 
attending and participating in 
the Osage Inlonshka Ceremoni-
al Dances. She served as a cook 
for several Drumkeepers on 
the Zon-Zo-Li committee. She 
enjoyed her time with family, 
especially during the holidays. 
The Christmas season was her 
favorite time of year. 

Listening to live music was 
one of her favorite passions. 
Whether it was a venue with 
Stevie Nicks or something 
smaller, she rarely missed a 
live show of Tulsa musicians, 
being friends with many. Mary 
also enjoyed weekly visits to 
the Osage Casino in Tulsa 
and casinos in the mountains 
of Colorado. Mary had an 
adventurous soul for many 
things such as rafting, riding 
hot air balloons and camping, 
especially moving her trav-
el trailer to her spot in each 
of the Osage Districts for the  
Inlonshka ceremonies. 

Mary truly enjoyed her cho-
sen profession as a renowned 

baker and breakfast cook in 
several of Tulsa’s best dining 
establishments. Still, Mary 
Martha kept her high spir-
its and best cooking for loved 
ones during many celebrations 
and holidays. Her personality 
will always be remembered as 
joyful, happy and influential. 
Her family will miss how she 
brightened the room whenever 
she walked in, her great laugh 
and beautiful smile.

Mary is survived by her 
husband, Keith Parker; son, 
Eric Parker; grandchildren, 
Harrison Hall, Ethan Parker, 
Allyson Parker; brothers, Har-
rison, Mike, Anthony Shackel-
ford; aunt, Marilyn Dailey; as 
well as a host of nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.

She lied in state at the Hom-
iny Indian Village Community 
Building. Services were Aug. 
17 at the Hominy Indian Vil-
lage Community Building 
with Scott Lohah officiating. 
Pallbearers were Mike Shack-
elford, Anthony Shackelford, 
Harrison Shackelford, Eric 
Parker, Harrison Hall, and 
Mason Shackelford. Burial fol-
lowed the service at the A.J. 
Powell Memorial Cemetery  
in Hominy.  

Bryan Neal Cantrell
Submitted by Family

Bryan Neal Cantrell, age 
40 went home to be with 
his Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ on July 16,2020. 

He was born August 23, 
1979 in Bogalusa, Louisi-
ana and then moved to Lake 
Charles, Louisiana with 
his parents when he was 2 
years old. He then moved 
to Walker, Louisiana with 
his parents when he was 15 
and graduated high school at 
Walker High in 1997. 

He was preceded in death 
by his grandparents Rob-
ert and Margie Cantrell of 
Walker, and Dub and Patri-
cia Carr of Oklahoma City. 
He was further preceded in 

death by his mother Debo-
rah Jean Dobson of Camden, 
Tennessee. 

He is survived by his dad 
Gary Cantrell, his brother 
Britt Cantrell and his wife 
Julia, brother Brice Cantrell, 
sister Kirstie Booker and 
her husband Dustin, and 
sister Kali Taylor. He is also 
survived by his three nieces 
Lillian, Madelyn, and Elea-
nor, and one nephew Bryce. 

Bryan was a very loving 
soul and was always willing 
to give to others. Bryan was a 
licensed plumber and worked 
in that trade most of his adult 
life. Visitation was held at 
Bethany Church on Juban 
Road near Walker and the 
funeral services were held on 
July 25, 2020.
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/
application-form. Applicants 
are welcome to attach a re-
sume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that 
all applicants tentatively se-
lected for employment with 
the Osage Nation will be 
required to submit to a uri-
nalysis to screen for illegal 
drug use. Employment will 
be contingent upon drug 
test results. OSAGE\VETER-
AN\INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verifica-
tion of preference must be 
included with application. 
For questions please contact 
Taryn Crawford, Osage Na-
tion Employee Recruitment 
Specialist at (918) 287-5445 
or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

COVID Temp – Pawhuska. The 
COVID Temp position, sched-
uled to end on or before Decem-
ber 31, 2020 assists the Osage 
Nation with conducting neces-
sary and direct COVID response 
activities, pursuant to the Trea-
sury Department guidance. This 
employee may be assigned to 
various departments within the 
Osage Nation. The specific du-
ties assigned will depend on the 
department in which the em-
ployee is assigned.

Patient Registration – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. This posi-
tion provides Patient reception 
and administrative support to 
the business office and all other 
areas in the clinic.

Nurse Diabetes Case Manager/
Program Coordinator/Program 
Director – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. The Nurse Program 
Coordinator/Director/Case Man-
ager is responsible for support-
ive contact for a specific group 
of identified high-risk patients. 
The Program Coordinator/Di-
rector/Case Manager is respon-
sible for designing, driving, and 
managing a continuum of care 
focusing on empowering clients 
to achieve demonstrable out-
comes and self-sufficiency. Case 
management is a collaborative 
process of assessment, plan-
ning, facilitation and advocacy 
for options and services to meet 
an individual’s health needs 
through communication and 
available resources to promote 
quality cost-effective outcomes. 
As Coordinator for the Diabetes 
Program the Nurse is respon-
sible for work set forth in the 
Special Diabetes Program for 
Indian Grants. All duties will be 
performed under the guidance 
of the Oklahoma Nurse Practice 
Act as a Registered Nurse.

DV Advocate 2 – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. This position 
requires a detailed-oriented in-
dividual who has the ability to 
support the Domestic Violence 
Advocate, Department Director 
and Family Violence Preven-
tion Department and/or clients. 
Must have the ability to remain 
calm in crisis situations and 
have an understanding of the 
dynamics of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, human sex traf-
ficking, stalking, and teen dat-
ing violence.

Licensed Behavioral Health Pro-
fessional (LBHP) – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. The Licensed 
Behavioral Health Professional 
(LBHP) will provide counseling 
services to the clients of Osage 
Nation Counseling Center and 
Primary Residential Treatment 
while following applicable pol-
icies and state guidelines. The 
LBHP will be responsible for as-
sessments, individual and group 
counseling, treatment planning, 
and other issues related to client 
care.

Behavioral Health Case Manag-
er II – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. The Behavioral Health 
Case Manager for TOR is re-
sponsible for the advocacy of 
the client in a coordinated, in-
tegrated system of care. This 
includes linking, referring, and 
advocating for the patient to 
meet basic human needs from 
admission to discharge. He/She 
acts as liaison between patient/
family and healthcare person-
nel to ensure necessary care is 
provided promptly and effec-
tively. The BHCM must be fa-
miliar with standard concepts, 
practices, and procedures with-
in substance abuse and mental 

health fields. He/She must rely 
on experience and judgment to 
plan and accomplish program 
and patient goals. This position 
performs a variety of tasks with-
in the program. A certain degree 
of creativity and latitude is re-
quired.

Accountant – Pawhuska, reg-
ular full time. The Accountant 
prepares financial statements, 
reviews and analyzes general 
ledger account balances, veri-
fies accuracy and makes recom-
mendations for corrections. May 
provide guidance to lower level 
employees.

General Ledger Reconciler – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
Under the supervision of the 
Controller this position is re-
sponsible for applying account-
ing principles and procedures to 
analyze financial information, 
reconcile accounts and assist 
Accountants as needed for time-
ly financial reports and state-
ments.

Certification/Issuance Clerk – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
Provides support and assistance 
to eligible applicants/partici-
pants by performing nutrition 
activities related to nutritional 
risk factors, including select-
ing and providing basic and/or 
customized supplemental food 
packages to participants while 
providing individualized nutri-
tion education based on the as-
sessment of health and nutrition 
information obtained. In addi-
tion, performs applicant/partici-
pant eligibility and certification; 
provide explanation of the Wom-
en, Infants and Children (WIC) 
program, its benefits, and basic 
nutrition education to partici-
pants; and enters and retrieves 
participation information in an 
automated information system.

Financial Analyst – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. The WZZHC 
Financial Analyst is responsible 
for the financial integrity, bud-
geting, budget forecasting, and 
financial operations of all Osage 
Nation Health Services. The 
Financial Analyst will adhere 
to all applicable Osage Nation 
financial and procurement poli-
cies, controls, and reporting sys-
tems at all times. The incumbent 
is responsible for the daily fiscal 
reporting and operations of the 
finances of the WZZHC, Osage 
Nation Counseling Center, Pri-
mary Residential Treatment 
Centers and all related federal 
grants. The Financial Analyst 
will also assist in the creation of 
annual budgets, modifications, 
and applicable reports for the 
Osage Nation Health Services.

Teacher – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. The Teacher is respon-
sible for performing educational 
work in planning, preparing, 
and implementing an education-
al program for young children 
and their families.

Shelter Advocate – Pawhuska, 
regular part time. The Shelter 
Advocate is responsible pro-
viding advocacy, information, 
referrals and related services 
to victims of domestic violence, 
stalking, sexual assault, and hu-
man sex trafficking.

Clinical Applications Coordi-
nator/IT Customer Service – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Clinical Applications Co-
ordinator (CAC) assists with 
the planning, implementation, 
maintenance, and providing of 
technical support for the agen-
cy’s electronic health systems 
(EHR), RPMS. The CAC is re-
sponsible for reviewing RPMS 
and EHR configurations and as-
sessing its impact on clinic work-
flow. The position supports the 
daily interface between clinical 
staff and the EHR. The IT Spe-
cialist work is to provide techni-
cal assistance backup as well as 
support and advice to customers 
and end users. This position also 
serves as the liaison between lo-
cal users and the Site Manager 
as well as IT Specialists outside 
the Facility. The IT support 
will also be asked to assist in 
upgrade installations, testing 
and evaluating various software 
programs, as well as detect and 
resolve minor problems of the 
WZZHC integrated information 
system that is used for the man-
agement of both clinical and ad-
ministrative information in the 
healthcare facility. (RPM/EHR 
and the IT Environment).

Assistant Controller – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. The As-

sistant Controller provides 
assistance to the Controller. 
Collects data, prepares business 
reports, proposals, and presen-
tations. Coordinates meetings 
and other communications. Uses 
database, spreadsheet and other 
software to collect and manage 
data. Assists the Controller in 
directing the Nation’s account-
ing functions including cost, 
payables, and reporting. Con-
tributes to the development and 
maintenance of financial report-
ing, planning and budgeting sys-
tems. Oversees the preparation 
of periodic reporting. Assists 
in ensuring that all accounting 
policies and procedures are doc-
umented and followed by the 
Nation. May train accounting 
staff. May coordinate with au-
ditors. Implements, maintains 
and updates financial systems. 
Modifies system menus, edits 
spreadsheets and reports, and 
troubleshoots system problems. 
Imports files to and exports files 
from financial databases. Trains 
staff on the use of financial sys-
tems and acts as a liaison to the 
information technology depart-
ment and support sites.

Teacher Assistant – Skiatook 
, regular full time. Performs 
para-professional educational 
work in planning, preparing, 
and implementing a WELA Pro-
gram for young children and 
their families. Assists the lead 
teacher in a cooperative and pro-
fessional manner. Drives school 
bus or assists as bus monitor 
daily.

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship – Hominy, 
temporary full time. The Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed 
to provide Osage students with 
work experience in their chosen 
field of study. The program is 
designed to serve enrolled mem-
bers of the Osage Nation with a 
minimum of 61+ hours complet-
ed in an accredited college or 
university degree program. The 
intern program also accepts ap-
plications from students who are 
enrolled in their final 9 weeks of 
vocational technology programs. 
Applicants are required to carry 
a 2.5 or higher-grade point aver-
age in the semester previous to 
application. Please review the 
ONE Higher Scholarship Hand-
book for limitations and incen-
tives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers

BARTLESVILLE

Cage Supervisor – Bartlesville, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for the overall effective and ef-
ficient coordination and supervi-
sion of the Cage Department on 
shift and/or as assigned by the 
reporting senior.

Security Officer Lead – Bartles-
ville, regular full time. Protects 
company assets and provides a 
safe environment for employees 
and guests. The Lead is also re-
sponsible for assisting with the 
effective and efficient operations 
on assigned shift or in assigned 
section as required by the re-
porting senior including, but 
not limited to: providing train-
ing and guidance to newly hired 
staff, and serving as a profes-
sional resource to co-workers.

Bartender – Bartlesville, reg-
ular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Beverage 
Supervisor, maintain the bar 
area. Provides excellent custom-
er service in a timely manner. 
Prepare all drink orders, deliv-
ers and refills drink orders, and 
responds to quest questions and 
requests. Handle all payment 
transactions accurately.  

Food and Beverage Supervisor 
– Bartlesville, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of the 
Food and Beverage Manager, 
manages day-to-day supervision 
of food and beverage operations 
which includes point of sale 
transactions, quality, guest sat-
isfaction, and inventory of stock.

Short Order Cook – Bartlesville, 
regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and es-
tablished safety policies and 
procedures. 

Regional Count Team Attendant 

– Bartlesville, regular full time. 
Responsible for retrieval of cur-
rency boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations. Performs 
all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

HOMINY

Guest Service Representative – 
Hominy, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for pro-
viding casino visitors with maxi-
mum guest satisfaction.

Regional Count Team Attendant 
– Hominy, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for retrieval of curren-
cy boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations. Performs 
all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

PAWHUSKA

Guest Service Representative 
– Pawhuska, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
providing casino visitors with 
maximum guest satisfaction.

Regional Count Team Attendant 
– Pawhuska, regular full time. 
Responsible for retrieval of cur-
rency boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations. Performs 
all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

PONCA CITY

Housekeeping Supervisor – Pon-
ca City, regular full time. Under 
general supervision of the Hotel 
Manager, oversees and coordi-
nates the daily activities of the 
Housekeeping staff to ensure 
the cleaning of rooms and halls 
in the Hotel.  This position de-
scription may not include all of 
the listed duties, nor do all of the 
listed examples include all tasks 
which may be found or assigned 
to this position. 

Front Desk Agent – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Under di-
rect supervision of the Front 
Desk Supervisor, welcomes and 
serves guests in a courteous, 
efficient and friendly manner. 
Completes check in and check 
out for guests. Maintains guest 
confidentiality of all informa-
tion.

Hotel Room Attendant – Ponca 
City, regular full time. Under 
direct supervision of the Ho-
tel Housekeeping Supervisor, 
transfers clean and dirty linens 
and trash to/from laundry and 
room attendants cart. Assists 
with stocking other items as 
needed within the hotel. En-
sures cleanliness of Hotel Guest 
Rooms, Banquet Rooms and 
common areas. Responsible for 
moving furniture, boxes, stock-
ing and re-stocking shelves, and 
trash removal.

Security Officer – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

SAND SPRINGS

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the EVS Super-
visor, the EVS Attendant is re-
sponsible for cleanliness of all 
property public areas both inside 
and outside the casino. Respon-
sibilities include vacuuming, 
mopping, window washing, re-
stroom cleaning, trash removal, 
office cleaning, back of house 
area cleaning, exterior cleaning 
of electronic games, re-stocking 
supply shelves, and completes 
other duties as assigned.

Main Bank Cashier – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Re-

sponsible for distributing banks 
to internal guests of internal de-
partments as well as dropping 
these banks with accuracy. Pro-
tects company assets issued to 
them while dealing with guests, 
in an efficient and courteous 
manner.

Security Officer - Tulsa, regular 
full time. Protects company as-
sets and provides a safe environ-
ment for employees and guests. 
To perform this job successfully, 
an individual must be able to 
perform each essential job duty 
satisfactorily.

Armed Security Officer – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Protects 
company assets and provides a 
safe environment for employees 
and guests. This position re-
quires a welcoming disposition 
and both strong communication 
and interactive skills, as this is 
the first Osage Casino Employ-
ee to greet visitors and answer 
phones.  To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

SKIATOOK 

C-Store Cashier – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the C-Store Su-
pervisor. Provides excellent cus-
tomer service for all internal and 
external customers. Sells and 
services customers by utilizing 
knowledge of company products.  

Case Manager – Skiatook, reg-
ular full time. Responsible for 
the overall effective and effi-
cient management of the Cage 
Department operations at the 
property level. Provides leader-
ship to assigned staff, ensuring 
effective internal and external 
communications, exercising ap-
propriate judgment and decision 
making skills, and ensuring that 
all departmental operations are 
monitored and conducted effi-
ciently and effectively.

Restaurant Server- Skiatook, 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.  To 
perform this job successfully, an 
individual must be able to per-
form each essential job duty sat-
isfactorily.

Casino Services Agent – Skia-
took, regular full time. Respon-
sible for distributing money to 
gaming guests via check cash-
ing, credit card advances, con-
version of chips and coins, and 
gaming tickets into currency. 
Responsible for providing sup-
port and service to club mem-
bers and other casino visitors to 
ensure maximum guest satisfac-
tion. Responsible for promoting 
the success of the Club Osage, 
by assisting guests through the 
membership process, and ex-
plaining the benefits of mem-
bership and details of on-going 
promotions and events. Protects 
company assets while dealing 
with the public in an efficient 
and courteous manner

TULSA

Main Bank Cashier – Tulsa, reg-
ular full time. Responsible for 
distributing banks to internal 
guests of internal departments 
as well as dropping these banks 
with accuracy. Protects compa-
ny assets issued to them while 
dealing with guests, in an effi-
cient and courteous manner. 

Casino Services Agent – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for distributing money to gam-
ing guests via check cashing, 
credit card advances, conversion 
of chips and coins, and gaming 
tickets into currency. Respon-
sible for providing support and 
service to club members and 
other casino visitors to ensure 
maximum guest satisfaction. 
Responsible for promoting the 
success of the Club Osage, by as-
sisting guests through the mem-
bership process, and explaining 
the benefits of membership and 
details of on-going promotions 
and events. Protects company 
assets while dealing with the 
public in an efficient and courte-
ous manner.

Accounts Payable Clerk – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for properly performing finan-
cial activities related to accounts 

See ClassIFIeds
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SCOTUS affirms reservation— upholds
jurisdiction to protect Native women
StrongHearts Native Helpline Staff

Legal experts are calling McGirt 
v. Oklahoma (McGirt) the most sig-
nificant Federal Indian Law case of 
the century. On July 9, the Supreme 
Court’s McGirt decision upheld the 
treaty affirmed reservation borders 
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation. The 
ruling upended previously held legal 
opinions that jurisdiction over ma-
jor crimes transferred from federal 
courts to state courts. Further, that 
jurisdiction in fact belongs to a feder-
al or tribal court. 

“This ruling is critical in the pros-
ecution of domestic violence crimes 
against Native women,” said Strong-
Hearts Native Helpline Director, 
Lori Jump (Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians). “Jurisdiction or 
lack of jurisdiction is at the heart of 
why rates of violence are so high for 
Native Americans living on trust or 
reservation lands.” 

The reservation boundaries of 
the Muscogee Creek Nation were at 
stake, but the ruling has a significant 
impact on who has jurisdiction over 
major crimes as they relate to both 
Native and non-Native perpetrators 
on tribal land. And, if the Supreme 
Court had decided to judicially dis-
establish the Creek Nation’s reser-
vation, the majority of those lands 
within the Nation’s historical bound-
aries would no longer be considered  
“Indian country.” 

Violence Against Women Act
Further, that disestablishment of 

an existing reservation would not 
only serve to diminish tribal land but 
also would eliminate the same tribal 
jurisdiction that Congress recently, 
and intentionally, reaffirmed with 
regard to crimes of domestic violence 
committed by non-Natives in the 
2013 reauthorization of the Violence 
Against Women Act. Fortunately, 
this was not the court ruling.

Major Crimes Act
Previous actions by the feder-

al government, such as the Major 
Crimes Act of 1855, created a legal 
framework that resulted in jurisdic-
tional confusion when responding 
to and prosecuting crimes in Indian 
country. Through the Major Crimes 
Act of 1855, the U.S. government 
assumed concurrent jurisdiction 
over “serious crimes” committed by 
a Native American in Indian coun-
try. Even basic assistance such as 
officers responding to 911 calls, was 
impacted as it could be possible that 
the law enforcement responding to a 
call might not be the officer who had 
jurisdiction over that crime.

In the McGirt case, the State of 
Oklahoma wrongly assumed ju-
risdiction when it convicted Jim-
cy McGirt for violent sex crimes 
on the reservation of the Creek 
Nation’s reservation. McGirt ap-
pealed his case asserting that the 
State of Oklahoma didn’t have au-
thority over a tribal member on  
tribal land.   

Deadlock tie breaker
There were two criminal cases 

brought before the SCOTUS, but in 
one instance there was a conflict of 
interest. Prior to his role on the SCO-
TUS, Associate Justice Neil Gorsuch 
had presided over Sharp v. Murphy 
in a federal appellate court. The case 
involved a tribal member who had 
committed murder on the Creek res-
ervation. He also contended that a 
state court didn’t have jurisdiction. 
In Murphy’s 2018 appeal to the SCO-
TUS, Gorsuch ultimately had to re-
cuse himself; and without Gorsuch, 
the potential for deadlock on the 
SCOTUS prevented its natural con-
clusion. Thus, the Murphy case was 
hinged upon the outcome of McGirt. 

In the landmark ruling, Gor-
such wrote the majority opinion, 
“Today we are asked whether the 
land these treaties promised re-
mains an Indian reservation for 
purposes of federal criminal law. 
Because Congress has not said oth-
erwise, we hold the government to  
its word.” 

SCOTUS upends previously  
held legal opinions

Although many experts agree that 
the SCOTUS opinion was accurate 
and reflected the original intent of the 
treaties in question, non-Native legis-
lators argued that Native people left 
Indian territory of their own accord 
and as such forfeited title to the res-
ervation. Further, that due to the lack 
of Native inhabitants, the reservation 
ceased to exist. In reality, Native peo-
ple were continuously forced out of 
Indian Territory by white settlers and 
the U.S. government. Regardless, the 
crux of it all as pointed out by SCO-
TUS was that only an act of Congress 
could disestablish a tribal reserva-
tion, see Solem v. Bartlett (1984).

StrongHearts stands  
with survivors

StrongHearts Native Helpline rec-
ognizes the importance of the McGirt 
decision for victims and survivors of 
violence. Tribal nations are one step 
closer to holding all perpetrators 
accountable for committing crimes 
against Native people on tribal lands. 
StrongHearts’ mission is to restore 
power to Native Americans impact-
ed by domestic, dating and sexual 
violence by providing a system of 
safety, sovereignty and support with 
a vision to return to our traditional 
lifeways where our relatives are safe, 
violence is eradicated and sacredness 
is restored.

To explore your options for safety 
and healing, visit strongheartshelp-
line.org for one-on-one chat advocacy 
or call 1-844-7NATIVE (1-844-762-
8483) daily 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. CT. As 
a collaborative effort of the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline (The Ho-
tline) and the National Indigenous 
Women’s Resource Center, after 
hours callers can connect with The 
Hotline by choosing option one.

payable or accounts receivable functions 
in a timely manner as assigned.  This list 
of duties and responsibilities is illustra-
tive only of the tasks performed by this 
position and is not all-inclusive.  

Senior Manager of Cash Services – Tul-
sa, regular full time. The Senior Manag-
er of Cash Services will manage, monitor 
and oversee the strategic direction of 
cage & credit operations at all Osage Ca-
sinos. (Please note, credit is currently 
not offered to gaming patrons of Osage 
Casinos; however, given it is in prac-
tical use in other gaming jurisdictions 
we are incorporating credit into this job 
description). Responsible for the overall 
effective and efficient management of 
all Cage & Credit Departments opera-
tions at each property within the Osage 
Enterprise. Provides leadership to as-
signed staff, ensuring effective internal 
and external communications, exercising 
appropriate judgment and decision mak-
ing skills, and ensuring all departmental 
operations are monitored and conducted 
consistently. Completes and reviews all 
relevant documents. Interacts with other 
departmental and operational personnel 
to communicate and/or coordinate with 
those individuals in order to enhance 
overall company profits. Ensures depart-
ment and assigned staff operate in com-
pliance with applicable internal policies 
and procedures, gaming regulations and 
external agency requirements.

Warehouse Clerk – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Handles incoming and outgoing 
mail, interoffice mail, packages, docu-
ments, etc. to various properties and oth-
er destinations as assigned. 

Purchasing Clerk – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Responsible for contacting and set-
ting up vendors for all areas of the com-
pany, ensuring vendors are registered or 
licensed as appropriate, maintaining a 

list of approved vendors, and placing or-
ders with vendors on behalf of the order-
ing department.  

Maintenance Technician – Tulsa, regular 
full time. This position is responsible for 
the overall maintenance, plumbing, and 
electrical components of the building and 
grounds.  

Cocktail Server -Tulsa, regular part 
time. This position is responsible for tak-
ing orders and serving alcoholic and/or 
non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for 
providing friendly and professional ser-
vice to every guest encountered.  

Guest Service Representative – Tulsa, 
regular full time. This position is respon-
sible for providing casino visitors with 
maximum guest satisfaction.

EVS Attendant – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Under direct supervision of the 
EVS Supervisor, the EVS Attendant is 
responsible for cleanliness of all property 
public areas both inside and outside the 
casino. Responsibilities include vacuum-
ing, mopping, window washing, restroom 
cleaning, trash removal, office cleaning, 
back of house area cleaning, exterior 
cleaning of electronic games, re-stocking 
supply shelves, and completes other du-
ties as assigned.

Security Officer - Tulsa, regular full time. 
Protects company assets and provides 
a safe environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job successfully, 
an individual must be able to perform 
each essential job duty satisfactorily.

Armed Security Officer – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment for employ-
ees and guests. This position requires a 
welcoming disposition and both strong 
communication and interactive skills, as 
this is the first Osage Casino Employee 
to greet visitors and answer phones. To 
perform this job successfully, an individ-
ual must be able to perform each essen-
tial job duty satisfactorily.

20,000 American Indian patients 
from more than 200 federally recog-
nized tribes.

OKCIC has been recognized as one 
of the Best Places to Work in Oklaho-
ma nine times, is an AAAHC accred-
ited Patient Centered Medical Home 

and Dental Home and was selected as 
an Oklahoma Quality Foundation’s 
Leadership in Excellence recipient, 
which is the highest quality award in 
Oklahoma. Additionally, OKCIC of-
fers over 235 staff a generous benefits 
package and access to all of OKCIC’s 
services, according to the release.

For more information about OK-
CIC, please visit www.okcic.com.
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According to the bill, the amendment 
increases the limit on third-party ad-
ministration costs from $220,000 per 
calendar year to $280,000 per calendar 
year to address additional costs owed 
to Scholarship America, which current-
ly administers the scholarship program 
and is paid out of the Nation’s Higher 
Education Scholarship Fund per the 
law. The bill passed unanimously on 
Aug. 11.

• ONCA 20-60 (Congresswoman 
Paula Stabler) is a bill “to amend 
the limitations on expenditure of 
health revenue.

According to ONCA 20-60, the law 
amendment notes that expenditure of 
health care revenue shall be limited to 
delivery of health-related services by 
the Nation including administrative 
costs to provide those services, “except 
that third-party revenue (collections of 
Medicare, Medicaid and Private Insur-
ance), in accordance with (the federal 
Indian Health Care Improvement Act), 
may be expended on facilities and/ or 

land.” The bill passed unanimously on 
Aug. 11.

• ONCA 20-59 (Congresswoman 
Brandy Lemon) is an act “to 
remove the Health Authority 
Board’s duty to make all personnel 
decisions.”  

According to the bill, the language re-
moved from Osage law establishing the 
Health Authority Board is the board’s 
duties/responsibilities to make all per-
sonnel decisions regarding executive 
(healthcare) administration and all 
employees or contractors that provide 
patient care at healthcare facilities in-
cluding the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Cen-
ter. Personnel matters will be handled 
by the Nation’s Human Resources De-
partment as a result of the law change. 
The bill passed with an 11-1 vote on  
Aug. 11.

Standing Bear signed all passing 
legislative items after the special ses-
sion adjourned on Aug. 11.

For more information on the Con-
gress/ Legislative Branch, to view filed 
legislation and Congressional com-
mittee and session information, visit 
its website at: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/legisla-
tive-branch.
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With his mother widowed for the sec-
ond time in the early 1950s, they moved 
to Capistrano Beach, CA. There Wayne 
created a lifestyle of the quintessential 
Southern California sportsman and 
businessman, developing Dana Point 
real estate, surfing off his front yard on 
the famed Poche reefs, photographing 
ski events around the world with his 
great friend Dick Barrymore (includ-
ing the 1968 Olympics in France), and 
helping his friend and neighbor Hobie 
Alter develop the Hobie Cat sailboats 
at his beachfront home. Wayne gave 
tutorials to introduce the Hobie Cat 
to throngs of sailors around the world, 
and his Wednesdays at Wayne's après-
sail barbecues at Capistrano Beach 
attracted sailors from all continents. 
His legendary sailing skills (he always 
found the wind), integrity, and warm 
manner helped propel the Hobie Cat 
to worldwide fame, while forging per-
sonal, lasting friendships spanning  
multiple generations. 

Wayne was also one of a quartet of 
Southern Californians who established 
a base in Moorea, Tahiti, that evolved 
into the world-famous Bali Hai resort. 
His other real estate interests included 
property at Zacatitos on the East Cape 
of Baja, Mexico, his Osage father’s 
original mountain cabin in Idyllwild, 
CA, and property in the Osage Na-
tion Oklahoma, where he maintained  
his headrights.

Wayne was active in both the Cap-
istrano Beach Road Association and 
the Capistrano Bay District, holding 
the title of president of both organi-
zations over his 67 years in residence. 
In addition, he opened his unique Ta-
hitian-inspired beach property every 

year for the homeowner’s association’s  
summer luau. 

Over the years, Wayne’s home and 
beachfront became a metaphor for 
his generous personality as he hosted 
friends both locally and globally for 
stay-overs that could last a weekend … 
or years.

Wayne is survived by his son, Wayne 
Marston Penn Jr., daughter-in-law Ai-
leen Briceno Penn, and granddaughter 
Sofia Elise Penn of Newport Beach, 
CA. Other members of his close ohana 
family include the Dailey kids—Mi-
chael Ann Ewing, Sydney Dailey, Pe-
ter Dailey Jr., Biz Dailey and Paddy 
Dailey Hayes—and their children; the 
wonderful Lisa (Clark) Larmand, who 
helped him so much with his business 
and his life; Lori and Harvey Rob-
erts and family, whose relationship to 
Wayne dates back to times in Tahiti; 
beloved companion Lindsay Steenblock 
and longtime friend Lana Berg; fra-
ternity brother John Hogan, his wife, 
Emeline, and their family, of Moorea; 
and neighbor and soulmate Walter 
Hoffman and family. It’s been accu-
rately said by longtime observers of the 
Schafer-Poche beach scene that Wayne 
was loved by a lot of people. No one de-
served that love more.

Due to the current world situation, a 
memorial paddle-out will be scheduled 
in early August. Please visit and follow 
the Surfing Heritage & Culture Center 
(shacc.org) for updates and details.

In lieu of flowers, Wayne's family 
and friends ask that donations be made 
to the Wayne Penn Schafer Memorial 
Fund at the Surfing Heritage & Cul-
ture Center (shacc.org), 110 Calle Ig-
lesia, San Clemente, California, 92672.

Osage News editor Shannon Shaw Duty tested positive for the novel corona-
virus on Aug. 13. She shares her experience having COVID-19. The following 
excerpt is from a 9-part series that can be found in its entirety online as “Quaran-
tine Adventures,” published by Indian Country Today, indiancountrytoday.com.

Quarantine
J o u r n e y

Photo by Ryan Red Corn

Shannon Shaw Duty, editor of the Osage News. 

DAY 4
August 17: Fourth day of quaran-

tine. My temperature is 98.7. I think 
it might be safe to say I am asymp-
tomatic. However, I don’t know that 
my husband or six kids are asymp-
tomatic, so I will remain vigilant in 
my quarantine.

I received news today that both my 
grandpa George Shannon and his wife 
Elnora tested negative for the virus. 
That is a huge relief. They’re both 85 
years old and we can’t mess around 
with the possibility they might have 
COVID-19.

I was cleaning out my closet this 
morning and got lost in my Osage 
clothes. I was running my fingers 
over my brass pins, looking at my 
brooches, laying out my back ribbons 
and trying on my beads. So much 
beauty, strength and power in those 
clothes. All morning I just thought 
about E.lonshka and how much it 
means to us and how much I miss it. 
I know we’ll dance again but I can see 
why Hominy wants to dance. Since I 
am Grayhorse District, and we have 
officially canceled our dance for this 
year, I wish the Zo^ZoLi^ people well 
and I wish them a good dance. Truly. 
My grandpa is an advisor for Hominy, 
and he has a song there, and my late 
uncle Allen Shannon was Drumkeep-
er. Even though I’m not technically 
Hominy District, they hold a place in 
my heart.

I don’t necessarily miss any one 
aspect of the dance; I miss the whole 
thing. I think with every age we have 
a favorite aspect of the dance we are 
drawn to. When I was young, I just 
wanted to dance as hard as I could 
and feel my shawl and belt swing and 
sway. I didn’t care what anybody said, 
and I got in trouble for it too. I can still 
remember my grandpa Jerry Shaw 
telling me to cool it with my belt. I 
think I just danced harder. I would 
leave that arbor drenched in sweat, 
just happy. I mean, we dance in June 
and we’re covered in broadcloth from 
head-to-toe. If you’re not sweating, 
you’re not dancing hard enough.

As I got older, I was fascinated with 
the order of it. I paid attention to the 
movements of everyone under the 
arbor, from all three districts. I lis-
tened to when the Head Committee-
man spoke and I paid attention to the 
Whip Men, both out of curiosity and 
out of fear, probably. When I became 
a mother, dancing wasn’t so import-
ant anymore. Now, I live to see my 
sons’ dance. I remember craning my 
neck to see where my sons were sit-
ting, seeing their eagle feathers stick-
ing up by all the men’s shoulders. 
Watching them take their first steps 
and dancing around the drum.

Since I was feeling a little low 
this morning and having a little 
Wahzhazhe pity party, I really wanted 
to hug my husband and my kids. I am 
now experiencing the similar thread 
I’ve been hearing and reading about 
since this pandemic began – loneli-
ness. Although I am a creature who 
likes to have her alone time to think 
and write, I need my husband and my 
children. I heard him coming up the 
stairs this morning and I rushed to 
the door, put my mask on and peeked 
out at him. He didn’t see me. He was 
walking to our 13-year-old’s room to 
finish putting up sheetrock, he’s re-
doing his ceiling. He was going about 

his business, being handsome and 
tall, Shawnee and Delaware. He had 
his tool belt on and his work clothes. 
He’s such a hard worker and always 
takes care of us. I felt like crying but 
instead, I shut the door quietly.

I am so very thankful for all the 
calls, texts and messages I’ve received 
from friends, family and colleagues 
from across Indian Country.

Luella Brien, Apsáalooke and ed-
itor for the Big Horn County News, 
sent me Zinc, Mentholatum and bear 
root for tea. Susan Bayro, Osage, left a 
care package on my front porch filled 
with spa-like items, a box of cookies, 
water and a mug that says, “Why Hel-
lo There Gorgeous.” Kelly Patterson 
left us a huge amount of ready-to-eat 
watermelon, which my boys devoured 
in an hour. My parents smoked some 

bologna and sausage and brought it 
over, along with baked beans, chips 
and bread. We all ate ourselves sick. 
My brother Bates calls me daily and 
recently made public that he and his 
longtime companion Robynn Rulo are 
expecting! I have another nephew or 
niece on the way. I already bought 
a used high chair so we can babysit 
baby. We don’t have any girls in our 
family so I’m really hoping and pray-
ing for a niece!

It’s also nearing the end of the 
month so that means it’s Deadline 
Time for the Osage News. We’ll be 
busy compiling stories, writing sto-
ries, and putting the September edi-
tion together. 

Take Care and stay well!

“ I was cleaning 
out my closet… 

and got lost in my 
Osage clothes. 

I was running my 
fingers over my 

brass pins, looking 
at my brooches, 

laying out my back 
ribbons and 

trying on my beads. 
So much beauty, 

strength, and 
power in those 

clothes. 
All morning I just 

thought about 
E.lonshka and how 

much it means to 
us and how much 

I miss it. ”
always gave a twinkle in his eyes, will 
be greatly missed. 

He is survived by his wife of 40 
years, Peggy Avant; his daughters 
Terri Foster, Kimberly Tan and Kath-

leen Avant with their spouses Ter-
ry Foster, Samuel Tan, and Ronnie 
Price, and six grandchildren. He is 
also survived by his sister Louella 
Phillips and numerous cousins, nieces,  
and nephews.

Memorial services will be deter-
mined later at the time of burial.




