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Seventh ON Congress members take oaths of office
Benny Polacca
Osage News

In a brief July 11 inaugu-
ration ceremony held in the 
Minerals Council Chambers 
building lobby due to the 
morning rain, six Osages took 
their oaths of office to serve 
on the Seventh Osage Nation 
Congress.

The six new Congress mem-
bers individually appeared be-
fore ON Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Meredith Drent who 
administered their oaths to 
serve the Osage people during 
the next four years.

Jodie Revard, Pam Shaw 
and Billy Keene are now serv-
ing their first terms after 
winning the June 1 Gener-
al Election. Incumbents Joe 
Tillman, RJ Walker and John 
Maker were also re-elected 
that day.

All six will now serve with 
the other six current Congress 
members who are Paula Sta-
bler, Alice Goodfox, Brandy 
Lemon, Angela Pratt, Scott 
BigHorse and Eli Potts.

The newly-seated Congress 
meets for its first special ses-
sion at 3 p.m. today to elect its 
Speaker, Second Speaker and 
to form its nine Congressional 
committees. The session will 

take place by videoconference 
as part of social distancing pre-
cautions, which started with 
the 2020 Hun-Kah Session as 
the COVID-19 pandemic wors-
ened in the United States.

With the COVID-19 pandem-
ic ongoing, inauguration day 
plans were scaled back from 
initial ideas for an open cere-
mony at the Tulsa Osage Ca-
sino Hotel to a smaller closed 
event on the Nation’s campus. 

A limited number of people, 
including the six incoming Con-
gress members who were seat-
ed in chairs placed a few feet 
apart, were allowed to attend. 
The 41-minute event included 
address remarks from Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and Tillman, the current 
Congressional Speaker.

Maker, a former ON Lan-
guage Department instructor, 
delivered the opening prayer. 
A small drum group, including 
BigHorse, Scott George and 
John Shaw (husband of in-
coming Congresswoman Pam 
Shaw), provided the event’s 
opening and closing songs. ON 
Princess Leigha Easley per-
formed The Lord’s Prayer in 
sign language.      

Tillman applauded the in-
auguration planning efforts 
by Stabler, Second Speaker 

and chairwoman of the Con-
gressional Affairs Committee, 
and Congressional Clerk Sha-
na Robedeaux who finalized 
the last-minute event changes 
amid the pandemic and weath-
er obstacles.

Elected to his second term, 
Tillman encouraged the in-
coming members to embrace 
the special occasion, adding: 
“What a day and what an hon-
or – You are now leaders of the 
Osage Nation and we will be 

faced with many challenges, 
decisions and agendas.” 

Citing a passage by author 
Rick Warren, Tillman said “all 
leaders are learners, the mo-
ment you stop learning, you 
stop leading.” Tillman then 
noted the Congress will face 
difficulties ahead, but empha-
sized, “working together” with 
the Executive Branch and 
with Congressional peers mov-
ing forward.

“Always remember we are 

here to serve the Osage people 
and please reach out to them 
as often as you can, many will 
reach out to you themselves 
with thoughts that they have, 
problems that they have and 
ideas that they have and I 
urge you to listen,” Tillman 
told the Congress members. 
“Moving forward, many of us 
will have goals, we will have 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The six new Congress members were seated in the Minerals Council chambers building lobby and staggered, 
as per the health recommendations from the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
ceremony was moved inside on July 11 due to morning rain.

Photo courtesy of NPR

The U.S. Supreme Court. 

SCOTUS rules Muscogee
(Creek) Nation reservation
never formally disestablished 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

WASHINGTON — In a 5-4 ruling, the U.S. Supreme Court 
sided with the 10th Circuit Court and ruled on July 9th that 
the federal government never formally disestablished the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation reservation. 

“The federal government promised the Creek a reservation 
in perpetuity,” Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote for the majority in 
McGirt v. Oklahoma. “Over time, Congress has diminished 
that reservation. It has sometimes restricted and other times 
expanded the tribe’s authority. But Congress has never with-
drawn the promised reservation.” 

Joining Gorsuch in the majority were justices Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor. 

The reservation status question arose from appeals in two 
murder cases as to who had authority to prosecute.  

A citizen of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma and of Creek 
descent, Jimcy McGirt was convicted in 1997 in Wagoner 
County District Court of first degree rape, sodomy and lewd 
molestation of his wife’s underage granddaughter. 

Citing a 10th Circuit Court ruling in a related case that the 
U.S. Congress never formally disestablished the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation’s reservation, McGirt argued in his appeal 
that since the crime happened within the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation’s boundaries established via treaty, the state does not 
have jurisdiction. 

Instead, that authority would fall to either the federal gov-
ernment or the tribal judicial system, depending on the spe-

Osage Nation to give out over 
$10M in direct assistance 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation has pub-
lished the application and 
policy for its CARES Direct 
Assistance Program for those 
tribal members affected by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

In June, the Nation re-
ceived its last payment from 
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security Act. 
In total, the Nation received 
a little over $44.9 million. The 
16-person COVID-19 Task 
Force made up of ON employ-
ees issued a narrative on how 
the money will be spent and a 
final implementation plan that 
was updated on July 7. 

“For Osage Nation members 
who can document a necessary 
COVID caused need, we will 
provide direct assistance of 
$1,000 for senior citizens (age 
65+) and $500 each for adults 
and children,” according to the 
implementation plan. “This 
is on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. This program will be 
implemented with the help of 
laid-off employees who were 
brought back to process these 
applications. This funding also 
includes a $30,000 reimburse-
ment of Crisis Program direct 
COVID response previously 
paid for with tribal dollars 
during the allowed timeframe 
before award of CARES  
Act funds.”      

Of the many initiatives the 
task force is currently work-
ing on, the direct assistance 
program for tribal members 
has received the most fund-
ing of $10,083,993. The policy 

for the program and applica-
tion was published on the Na-
tion’s website on Friday, July 
10. Over the weekend as 

more tribal members became 
aware of the application, trib-

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage tribal members fill out applications for COVID Direct Assistance in 
the Welcome Center at the ON Financial Assistance office in Pawhuska on 
July 13, 2020. 

Federal judge sides with tribes and 
rules gaming compacts renewed Jan. 1
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY — A 
federal judge has sided with 
nine Oklahoma tribes and 
ruled that Oklahoma’s model 
tribal-gaming compact auto-
matically renewed on Jan. 1. 

Citing the Oklahoma 
Horse Racing Commission’s 
decision in October to grant 
electronic gaming licenses to 
two horse racing facilities for 
the upcoming year, Judge 
Timothy DeGuisti with the 
Western District of Oklaho-
ma granted a motion for par-
tial summary judgment on 
July 28. 

“There is no question that 
STGA [state-tribal gam-
ing compact] delegated to 
OHRC, an executive agen-
cy, the power to implement 
its provisions and to autho-
rize organizational licens-
ees (horse race tracks) to 
conduct electronic gaming if 
they meet statutory and reg-
ulatory requirements,” De-
Guisti wrote. “There is also 
no question that OHRC took 
these governmental actions 
following the effective dates 
of the compacts. Indeed, 
OHRC issued such licenses 
to two horse race tracks in 

See cOmpacts
—Continued  on Page 5
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Construction continues for the new Osage Nation meat processing plant in Hominy on July 28, 2020. 

Construction continues on Nation’s 
first-ever meat processing facility
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Construction continues on what will be 
the Osage Nation’s first-ever meat process-
ing facility.

Using $8 million from Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Security Act funding 
the Nation received in June, the meat pro-
cessing facility will be completed by Dec. 
30 and operational Jan. 1, 2021. 

“It is the intent to hire someone with 
the specific knowledge to help develop 
the meat processing facility and have it 
operational the day it opens. The search 
for this manager is already underway,” 
said Jann Hayman, director for the Na-
tion’s Department of Natural Resources 
and member of the Nation’s COVID-19  
Task Force. 

“Like the farm (Bird Creek Farm), the 
funds for the infrastructure development 
can only be used to meet the needs of the 
Osage people by supporting the security 
of food systems. Therefore, the meat will 
be going to the Osage people who live both 
locally and outside the local community,” 
she said.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
said the funding for the meat processing 
facility is justified in order to establish 
food security for the tribe. Currently, 

most Osages have limited access to food 
as various towns within the county have 
lost their grocery stores within the past 
five years. 

In consultation with the Osage Lan-
guage Department, the meat processing 
facility has been given the name  
(Butcher-person),  (House-enclo-
sure),  (Butcher house), or 
spelled phonetically as Wah.pah.seh 
Tsee, which translates to Butcher house. 
The facility is being designed to process 
up to 10 cattle per day, Hayman said. 
It is estimated that the facility will em-
ploy around 30 people who will slaugh-
ter, process, package and distribute the 
meat to Osages and the Nation’s schools  
and programs. 

Builders Unlimited, Inc., is constructing 
the 25,000 square foot facility and working 
with architects that have a background 
in meat processing, Hayman said. COTA 
Holdings LLC is working on the operation-
al plans for the facility and will take the 
COVID-19 virus into consideration as they 
prepare for operation, she said. The facili-
ty will be located in the Nation’s industrial 
park in Hominy. A final design of the facil-
ity is still being developed. 

“The primary meat source is beef, but 
species that are being considered in addi-
tion to beef are bison, swine and venison,” 

Hayman said. “The Executive (branch), 
the COVID Task Force, and DNR have 
been actively working with the Osage 
Nation Ranch Board in coordinating the 
meat processing facility.”

She said the facility is to benefit the 
Osage people and won’t be selling to the 
outside community at this time. A system 
for how Osages can apply to obtain meat 
from the facility is still being developed. 

Currently, there are two meat process-
ing facilities in Osage County, Barnsdall 
Meat Processors and Wild Country Meats 
in Hominy.

CARES Act
The Trump administration award-

ed $8 billion in CARES Act funding to 
tribes in late March. The Nation received 
$44,879,813. The deadline to spend the 
funding is Dec. 30, 2020. 

Members of the Nation’s COVID Task 
Force are James Weigant, Hayman, Ja-
son George, Andrea Kemble, Daisy Spicer, 
Chris Standing Bear, Penny Bradford, 
Amy Easley, Justin Carr, Jaime Clark, 
Kirk Shaw, Kelsey Zaun, Tammy Leeper, 
Ed Zaun, Ashlee Walker and Susan Bayro. 

Editor’s Note: Further coverage on each 
initiative being paid for with CARES Act 
funding will appear in the September 2020 
edition of the Osage News.

Five Osage take 
board oaths by 
phone, Osage 
courthouse 
closed through 
Sept. 30
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With COVID-19 precau-
tionary measures still in 
place at the Osage Nation, 
five Osages took their oaths 
of office by telephone on 
July 1 for their respective  
board service.

Those board members 
with three-year terms in-
clude two serving on the 
Osage Nation Environ-
mental Solutions LLC 
Board and three serving 
on the Health Authority 
Board. All five received 
confirmation votes from 
the Sixth ON Congress 
during the 2020 Hun-Kah 
Session held in the spring.

The Nation’s tribal 
courthouse in Pawhus-
ka remains closed to the 
public – except by ap-
pointment only – through 
Sept. 30 after a written 
closure order was extend-
ed during the month of 
July. “All business with 
the Osage Nation Courts 
and communications with 
the Clerk’s Office shall be 
by mail, email or fax until 
further notice,” the order 
states.

“All hearings will be 
conducted by telephone 
or videoconference when 
available,” according to 
the notice. “If you are re-
questing an emergency or-
der by petition or motion, 
you must provide a current 
telephone number when 
filing your petition or mo-
tion by any method – mail, 
email or fax. If you cannot 
appear by telephone, con-
tact the Court Clerk’s of-
fice to discuss options.”

On July 1, the five board 
members were instructed 
to call a designated phone 
number to take their oaths 
with Court Clerk Alexan-
dria Toineeta and Associ-
ate Trial Court Judge Lee 
Stout administering the 
oaths. Those individuals 
taking board oaths are:

ONES LLC: Eddy Red 
Eagle Jr. and Anthony 
Webb. Both were reap-
pointed to the five-member 
board by Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear.

Health Authority Board: 
Nancy Keil and Michael 
Bristow are also reap-
pointments to serve on 
the five-member board. 
Cindra Shangreau was ap-
pointed in late 2019 and 
later confirmed to serve 
her initial term on the 
Health Authority Board.

For more information on 
the ON Tribal Courthouse/ 
Judicial Branch, call (918) 
287-5400 or visit its web-
site at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-
we-are/judicial-branch.

Bird Creek Farm employees to grow produce year-round in new facilities 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Bird Creek Farms will 
make major changes in how 
they grow produce and con-
duct business next year after 
it received a boost from the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security Act.

The Osage Nation COVID 
Task Force recently delegat-
ed $7.4 million to the farm 
for the construction of a 
40,000-square-foot greenhouse 
and a 44,000-square-foot gen-
eral use building that will in-
clude an aquaponics operation. 
Jann Hayman, director for the 
Nation’s Department of Natu-
ral Resources and member of 
the task force, said that con-
struction of the new facilities 
will be complete by Dec. 30. 

“There will be a variety of 
produce grown in the green-
house. The greenhouse struc-
ture is still being determined, 
so specific operational plans 

have not been developed. The 
aquaponics facility will grow 
primarily leafy greens,” she 
said. “The general-purpose 
building will contain two aqua-
ponics systems, a water labo-
ratory for continually testing 
the water quality in the food 
production systems, and a food 
processing facility.”

Builders Unlimited, Inc., is 
in charge of designing the fa-
cilities. 

Bird Creek Farms is located 
just off of Lynn Avenue and di-
rectly east of the Clarence Tin-
ker Veterans Park along the 
bank of Bird Creek in Pawhus-
ka. The farm currently has 
four full-time employees and 
Hayman said there are no im-
mediate plans to hire addition-
al workers. The farm is 74.22 
acres and is currently waiting 
for approval to place the land 
into trust status.

The farm currently grows 
bell peppers, cantaloupe, cu-
cumber, okra, pumpkins, 

squash, sweet corn, heirloom 
corn, tomatoes, and watermel-
ons. The harvest is currently 
distributed among the Nation’s 
schools and elder programs. 

Hayman said there are no 
plans to sell the produce local-
ly, only to make it available for 
Osage tribal members. 

“The funds for the infrastruc-
ture development of the farm 
can only be used to meet the 
needs of the Osage people by 
supporting the security of food 
systems. There is no immediate 
plan to sell produce,” she said.

She said she anticipates 
challenges in learning the new 
system of farming, since the 

farming will now be performed 
indoors year-round, but the 
infrastructure development in 
process will be so helpful to the 
farm’s efforts. 

“This advances the Osage 
Nation food systems well be-
yond where we were. It will 
allow the Nation to provide 
locally grown, nutritional food 
for the benefit of the Osage 
people that are local and be-
yond throughout the year.” 

For more information on 
Bird Creek Farm, visit their 
website at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-
do/communities-excellence/
bird-creek-farms.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Nation Bird Creek Farms entrance shows the design of new 
multi-purpose building that will be located on the farm on July 28,

The concrete foundation for a 44,000-square-foot multipurpose use facil-
ity has been laid at Bird Creek Farm in Pawhuska.

Osage Nation Bird Creek Farms progress on July 28, 2020 in Pawhuska.

Inaugural Indigenous Screenwriting List
to highlight Indigenous screenwriters
Osage News

Indigenous screenwriters 
are about to get a big boost in 
their careers. 

IllumiNative, the Sundance 
Institute and The Black List 
have collaborated for the In-
augural Indigenous Screen-
writing List, which highlights 
the best Indigenous screen-
writers in both feature films  
and television. 

Indigenous filmmakers and 
content creators working in 
the United States are invit-
ed to submit their scripts by 

uploading them to The Black 
List website at https://blcklst.
com/. Submissions will be ac-
cepted until Sept. 27, 2020. 

Requirements include:

• Indigenous film artists 
working in the U.S. are 
eligible to submit scripts 
to this partnership

• Any kind of story is 
eligible and will be 
considered

• Feature film scripts, 
half-hour scripts and 
one-hour episodic scripts 
will be considered for this 

partnership – no web 
series, please

• All levels of experience 
considered for submitting 
writers  

• Scripts submitted 
should be as free from 
attachments as possible

• Submitting writers should 
be prepared to answer the 
following question: What 
is your Tribal Nation/First 
Nation? Please describe 
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New Seventh ON Congress members express
gratitude on election, preparing for session work 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The newly-elected and 
re-elected Osages now serving 
on the Seventh Osage Nation 
Congress expressed gratitude 
for their election wins and say 
they will be busy learning and 
taking up unfinished business 
and challenges that await the 
Legislative Branch.

Congress members Jodie 
Revard, Pam Shaw and Billy 
Keene are now serving their 
first terms and RJ Walker, Joe 
Tillman and John Maker were 
re-elected in the June 1 Gener-
al Election.

Revard said the campaign 
season was challenging due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which suddenly dampened 
travel and gathering plans 
worldwide as the virus spread. 
“Campaigning was quite ab-
normal due to the pandemic, 
I planned on having a dinner 
to announce my candidacy but 
after speaking to my family 
we agreed to cancel for safety 
precautions. For those that ac-
tually know me, I love to visit 
so this new social distancing 
campaign style was quite dif-
ferent. I was limited to social 
media, mail outs, and adver-
tising. The biggest barrier was 
trying to ensure that my writ-
ten message was clear. It was 
a very humbling experience,” 
she said.  

A former 31st Osage Trib-
al Councilwoman under the 
former government, Revard is 
not new to elected Osage office, 
but this is her first time serv-
ing as an elected official under 
the reformed government that 
started in 2006.

“To some extent, I’ve been 
working daily since July 10.  
I’m used to working and it actu-
ally consumes most of my day, 
whether or not I’m reading, 
listening, or writing,” Revard 

said. “I’m trying to familiarize 
myself with the rules and laws 
while preparing for the Tzi-Zho 
Session. Thus far, we’ve had 
one special session, one Con-
gressional Affairs meeting, and 
we are now preparing for an-
other special session scheduled 
for August 5. My plans in the 
first 90 days include addressing 
the projected revenue for FY21, 
studying the current board 
structures, reading board min-
utes, and studying all of the 
laws related to the boards. I’m 
very excited to see the results 
of the updated Strategic Plan 
and the Wah-Zha-Zhe Health 
Center survey.  I only make de-
cisions based on solid data and 
I tend to ask a lot of questions. 
I look forward to working with 
everyone and I’m excited for 
the future.”

Shaw, who previously 
worked in tribal gaming, re-
called hearing the election 
results a “very surreal experi-
ence” and added: “To be elect-
ed to the 7th Osage Nation 
Congress, when there were 
many worthy candidates, is 
an honor and I will not take 
this position or the trust of the 
Osage People lightly. I under-
stand the great responsibility 
involved and will work hard to 
fulfill this position.”

Going forward, Shaw added 
“with the 2nd Special Session 
and the Tzi-Zho Session com-
mencing during my first 90 
days, I will be busy learning 
everything I possibly can to 
be prepared for the sessions. 
I will be attending as many 
Board meetings as possible, 
studying legislation and rules, 
and am excited to have been 
placed on several Congressio-
nal Committees. I am antici-
pating that the budget process 
could involve some difficult de-
cisions so I want to be as pre-
pared as possible and have as 
much historical information as 

I can so that I can vote in the 
most informed and thought-
ful way. During the campaign 
process, I was fortunate to 
have had great conversations 
with many members and want 
to continue to be available and 
accountable to all. The past 
and future conversations with 
Osage members will definitely 
help focus my research efforts 
for future legislation.”

Keene, who has worked in 
previous Executive Branch ca-
pacities, also recalled hearing 
the results as surreal on Elec-
tion Day. “When they called 
my name, my son Carson and 
nephew Jaren came up behind 
me and they said, ‘You did it!’ It 
gave me goosebumps. I’m also 
incredibly humbled and grate-
ful for this opportunity to serve 
the Osage Nation people.”

“Looking ahead, there’s going 
to be some hard decisions that 
will have to be made,” Keene 
said. “It’s a dire situation with 
budget cuts and the pandem-
ic that is showing no signs of 
slowing down. I’m putting a 
priority on services that serve 
our most vulnerable segments 
of our population and trying to 
protect those. I also understand 
the anxiety that the Osage Na-
tion employees have, we’ve al-
ready seen some mass layoffs. 
But I’m of the firm belief that 
out of hard times, we can be-
come stronger. I look forward 
to the Fall Session and working 
within Congress to help steer 
the Osage Nation through this 
turbulent time.”  

Walker won re-election for a 
third term and previously won 
the 2012 and 2016 elections. 
He is a former ON Roads De-
partment director and is a 
former Congressional Speak-
er and has served as chair or 
vice chair of several Congres-
sional committees. “Can’t even 
express how humbling it is to 
be voted back in to serve the 

Osage people!!,” Walker said 
on social media in thanking 
voters on June 2.

“At my core, I believe Osages 
in the Executive and Legisla-
tive branches should put aside 
personal and political differ-
ences and work together for 
the common good of all Osag-
es. For the past eight years I 
have practiced that belief,” 
Walker said in his announce-
ment statement. “I strive for 
balance between competing in-
terests. I have openly support-
ed our core benefits and will 
always fight for the rights of 
our employees. The coronavi-
rus pandemic presents us with 
difficult decisions, now, and in 
the future. Hard decisions are 
on the horizon, where knowl-
edge, experience and courage 
is needed. My record reflects 
my ability to make those deci-
sions, no matter how hard they 
may be.”

Tillman is serving his sec-
ond Congressional term and 
is also a former Congressional 
Speaker during his fourth year 
and served as Second Speaker 
the year before. “We were very 
excited about the results, over 
1,200 Osage voters trusted in 
me. It was a peculiar time be-
cause of the COVID pandemic, 
we didn’t get to go to (out-of-
area Osage gatherings), no live 
debates and the biggest thing 
to me is I enjoy going door-
to-door and shaking people’s 
hands,” he recalled.

“I’m looking forward to what 
we can do to help the Osage peo-
ple, as for me I am very anxious 
for the budgets to come over 
from the Executive Branch and 
to look over any (proposed) re-
ductions for FY 2021. I’m also 
looking forward to what we can 
do to protect Osage language 
and culture and also elders and 
education,” Tillman said. “Ed-
ucation to me is key develop-
ment into the future, we’ve got 

Osage students who are study-
ing to become doctors, attor-
neys, CPAs, we need to make 
sure they’re getting their bang 
for their buck. I’m also looking 
forward to working with new 
Congress members, it will be 
interesting to see how we move 
forward with new people. Let’s 
keep going together, we need 
great leadership.”

Maker is also serving a third 
Congress term who expressed 
excitement in winning re-elec-
tion because he questioned 
whether his health would be 
OK after having major emer-
gency neck surgery in 2019. 
He visited with his doctor who 
gave the OK, and he also filed 
to run after hearing encour-
agement from fellow Osages, 
including elders. “I had over-
come so many forces and dy-
namics, I thought my resume 
was as good as anyone else’s in 
my experience – I was a Con-
gressman, a language teacher, 
Army veteran and active in 
the Native American Church,” 
he said.

“What I would like to see in 
the new Congress is we have a 
chance to start fresh in work-
ing for the Nation,” Maker 
said. “If there are any hard 
feelings, we can put those be-
hind us, that’s what I would 
like to see first of all. And it’s 
going to be pretty tough (with 
FY 2021 budgets). With this 
new Congress, I would like to 
see us work together in a pos-
itive way and I’m thankful to 
my supporters and the people 
who put me in this office. I 
will always do my best for the 
Osage people.”         

For more information on 
the ON Congress, filed legis-
lation and upcoming meetings 
and session schedules, visit 
the Legislative Branch web-
site at: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/
legislative-branch.

Joe Tillman (incumbent) John Maker (incumbent)RJ Walker (incumbent)Pam ShawJodie Revard Billy Keene

Enduring Indigenous values and 
finding new ways to tell our stories 
during this time of pandemic
N. Bird Runningwater 
Sundance Institute Indigenous Program

This year the world changed 
in a way that many of us would 
never have dreamed possible. 
The Covid-19 pandemic has 
swept across the planet and 
has left none of us untouched.

Our Indigenous nations, 
communities and families have 
been impacted — some more 
than others — by this new 
and devastating illness. It has 
left many people around the 
world frightened, consumed by 
sadness, and filled with deep 
uncertainty for the future, as 
seen in Finding Hope in Lock-
down, directed by Indigenous 
Program alumna Erin Lau 
(Native Hawaiian).

Adjusting to a 
New “Normal”

What has this meant for us 
at Sundance Institute’s Indig-
enous Program? Sundance, 
like all other arts and cultural 
organizations around the U.S., 
has had to adapt to another 
way of working in the midst 
of a “new normal” that has 
emerged. For the foreseeable 
future, we are unable to travel 
and present at film festivals, 
host community screenings 
and public programs in Native 
communities across the U.S., 
and organize workshops and 

labs that have always been 
held face-to-face with our pro-
gram fellows, creative advisors 
and alumni.

Because our Indigenous 
Program family resides in 
places — some very remote — 
around the world, we have had 
to make adjustments in our 
daily work lives and navigate 
new and creative ways to ful-
fill the Indigenous Program’s 
commitment to supporting In-
digenous filmmakers and giv-
ing them several platforms to 
tell their own stories, includ-
ing the annual Sundance Film 
Festival to filmmaking labs, 
fellowships and workshops.

Reflecting on What’s
Most Important to us
as Indigenous Peoples

During this time of lock-
down and sheltering in place, 
we also have had time to re-
flect on what’s most important 
in our lives. Throughout time, 
we have found strength in 
our Indigenous traditions and 
values. Today, we are again 
drawing upon the ways of our 
ancestors and the knowledge 
passed down to us through 
generations to keep ourselves 
and our relatives protected 
and healthy.

We are all connected to one 

Osage News wins Best Newspaper from OKSPJ 
Osage News

The Osage News received 10 awards from 
the Oklahoma Pro Chapter of the Society of 
Professional Journalists on July 17.

The awards were announced via a live vid-
eo this year, foregoing the annual banquet 
due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic. 

The SPJ Florida Pro judged this year’s 
competition and awarded the News with Best 
Newspaper in the Newspaper B division. This 
is the third consecutive year the News has 
won the top award in its division.

The Newspaper B division includes news-
papers with a distribution of under 25,000 in 
the state of Oklahoma. The News’ distribu-
tion is approximately 7,200.

“The Osage News is a team and I am so very 
proud of the entire staff. We could not put out 
an award-winning newspaper without every-
one working together,” said Shannon Shaw 
Duty, editor.

The News team includes Senior Reporter 
Benny Polacca (Hopi/Pima/Tohono O’odham/
Havasupai), Layout & Designer Sherry Stin-
son, Columnist Ruby Hansen Murray (Osage), 
Reporter Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton (Cherokee), 
and Photographer Cody Hammer (Cherokee/
Creek).

Judges for the contest left comments about 
winners for each entry. 

“The Osage News is strong in all categories 
- reporting, writing, editing, headline writing, 
design, photography,” said the comments for 
Best Newspaper. “It provides thorough cover-
age, depth and context, and appears to know 
its audience well.”

Hansen Murray won first place for her col-
umn, “Meeting Edgar Alan Poke.” 

“Lyrical and vivid, Ruby’s column feels like 
a poem,” said the judge’s comments. “Her ap-
preciation for nature, community and cute 
critters shines through and is a pleasure  
to read.”

Hammer also placed first for Story/Photo 
Essay for his coverage of Osage veterans riding 
with the motorcade, “The Wall That Heals.”

“The winners stood out above the rest of 
the competition. They were fun and used 
their photos wisely to tell a story. Too many 

entries failed to do that. Far too many en-
tries were just a bunch of photos thrown on a 
page instead of using the photos to tell a sto-
ry,” said the judge’s comments. “There was a 
huge lack of creativity outside of the top three 
and the winner did a great job of mixing it up. 
From detail to wide, from low to high angles, 
first place did the extra work that deserves 
the win.”

The following is the list of awards the News 
received from OKSPJ:

NEWSPAPER B: Personal Column
First Place: Ruby Hansen Murray, Osage 

News. “Meeting Edgar Alan Poke”

NEWSPAPER B: Story/Photo Essay
First Place: Cody Hammer, Osage News. 

“Osage veterans ride in motorcade for ‘The 
Wall That Heals’”

NEWSPAPER B: Best Newspaper
First Place: Osage News. “Osage News Oc-

tober & November 2019 Edition”

NEWSPAPER B: Entertainment Feature, 
Arts Criticism, Leisure Writing

Second Place: Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage 
News. “Osages descend upon Pawhuska for a 
chance to be in ‘Killers of the Flower Moon’”

NEWSPAPER B: Sports Reporting

See stOrIes
—Continued  on Page 16

See awards
—Continued  on Page 21
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Stacking up the numbers
StrongHearts Native Helpline Staff

Answering the call to action, StrongHearts Native Helpline 
has become a trusted resource for Native Americans impacted 
by domestic violence. In just over three years, hours of opera-
tion have been extended, call volume increased, chat advocacy 
was launched and the numbers are stacking up.

Hitting the mark and reaching every milestone with de-
termination and dedication, StrongHearts has received 8,569 
calls and chats to date. Of those calls, 5,173 were received in 
2019 alone. Marking a gargantuan 555% increase from the 
year before (2018)! 

How StrongHearts Helps
In 2019, StrongHearts advocates assisted callers by provid-

ing peer-to-peer support, safety planning, crisis intervention, 
referrals to Native resources and education on healthy rela-
tionships. 

Native intimate partner violence (IPV) victims reported the 
following needs to StrongHearts Advocates:

• 47% of callers need Peer Support

• 42% of callers need Shelter

• 27% of callers need Legal Advocacy

• 19% of callers need Transportation Options

• 18% of callers need Emergency Financial Aid

StrongHearts Native Helpline “by Natives for Natives” 
methodology is resonating among Native Americans and the 
increased number of callers in 2019 suggests that Strong-
Hearts is a positive force in Indian Country. 

“Thanks for reminding me I am a strong woman because I 
forgot,” said one caller who reclaimed a sense of power. “I feel 
like you’re reading my mind. I’ve never had anyone explain 
this to me in this way,” said another when StrongHearts ad-
vocates helped her put things into perspective. 

Breaking Down the Numbers
In a breakdown of 2019 callers: 47 percent of callers identi-

fied as victim-survivors while 9 percent as “helpers,” a family 
or friend who called on their behalf. Of those callers, IPV vic-
tim-survivors reported experiencing:

• 90% of callers reported Emotional Abuse

• 75% of callers reported Physical Abuse

• 30% of callers reported Financial Abuse

• 18% of callers reported Digital Abuse

• 14% of callers reported Sexual Abuse

And Native IPV victim-survivors reported:

• 56% experience abuse at the hands of a non-Native 
partner

• 40% disclosed children were involved in their abusive 
situation

Missing and Murdered Native 
Americans Cold Case offices
established in Indian Country
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

BLOOMINGTON, Minn. — 
The Twin Cities is home to the 
country’s first federally-funded 
office solely set up to address 
cold cases in Indian Country.  

On July 27, representatives 
with the Trump administra-
tion’s Operation Lady Justice 
opened the first of seven offices 
dedicated to solving cold cases 
involving missing and mur-
dered American Indians and 
Alaska Natives. 

Six additional offices are 
slated to open in August in 
Rapid City, South Dakota; 
Billings, Montana; Nash-
ville; Albuquerque; Phoenix  
and Anchorage.

“Today’s opening of the first 
Missing and Murdered Native 
Americans Cold Case office 
demonstrates the commitment 
of the Operation Lady Justice 
Task Force to achieving the 
mandate set out for it under 
President Trump’s Executive 
Order,” Assistant Secretary 
– Indian Affairs Tara Swee-
ney said. “Cold cases in Indi-
an Country will be addressed 
with determination and the 
understanding that the vic-
tims in these cases will be 
accorded some measure of dig-
nity and compassion – not only 
for them, but for their survi-
vors, as well.” 

However, the visit was 
panned, both by elected offi-

cials and members of the lo-
cal Indigenous community, as 
a glorified photo opportunity 
for the Trump administration 
and the president’s re-election 
campaign. 

“The administration fought 
against tribes’ flexible use of 
funds and delayed guidance 
when it came to the Paycheck 
Protection Program,” said U.S. 
Sen. Tina Smith (D-Minneso-
ta), a member of the Senate’s 
Indian Affairs Committee. 
“Rather than a photo op, the 
Trump administration should 
focus on following through and 
real action to help tribal com-
munities in Minnesota and 
across the country.”

President Donald Trump 
signed an executive order in 
November launching the in-
ter-agency task force assigned 
to develop a response plan for 
the high rate of missing and 
murdered Indigenous people.

Overseen by Attorney 
General William Barr and 
Secretary of Interior David 
Bernhardt, the eight-member 
panel includes representatives 
from the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, the FBI and depart-
ments of Justice, Interior and 
Health and Human Services 
and is charged with delivering 
its findings within two years. 
The task force also includes 
Trent Shores, the U.S. Attor-
ney for the Northern District 
of Oklahoma. 

Along with establishing 

protocols and a cross-juris-
dictional team to review 
cases, the task force is re-
sponsible for conducting tribal 
consultations and facilitating 
sharing resources, such as  
database access. 

A spokesman for the As-
sistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs did not respond by 
deadline to inquiries as to why 
such an office is not opening in 
Oklahoma. Earlier this year, 
the Department of Justice pro-
vided funding for Cherokee 
Nation citizen Patti Buhl to 
work with the three U.S. At-
torney’s Offices in the state as 
an MMIP case coordinator. 

A 2018 study published 
by the Seattle Indian Health 
Board’s Urban Indian Health 
Institute ranked Oklahoma 
10th nationally for the num-
ber of cases of missing and 
murdered Indigenous wom-
en, but also acknowledged 
that due to the dearth of 
data, the numbers are “likely  
an undercount.” 

Thanks to COVID-19, the 
task force is scheduled to host 
virtual tribal consultations in 
August and September rath-
er than in-person meetings. 
A single 3.5-hour meeting is 
scheduled for Oklahoma’s two 
BIA regions on Aug. 21. 

The pandemic also forced 
the task force to delay its lis-
tening sessions and eventu-
ally move them online earlier  
this year.

Courtesy Photo/ONPD

Berbon K. Hamilton (far left with hat) and Lauren BigEagle (far right with hat) graduated the Oklahoma CLEET 
Academy in June of this year. They are now certified police officers working for the Osage Nation Police Depart-
ment.

Two Osages graduate Oklahoma CLEET Academy 
Osage News

Berbon K. Hamilton and 
Lauren BigEagle are now cer-
tified police officers in the state 
of Oklahoma after completing 
the Oklahoma CLEET Acade-
my in June. 

CLEET, which stands for 
the Council on Law Enforce-
ment Education and Training, 
is the certification requirement 
for any peace officer in Oklaho-
ma. To become CLEET certi-
fied, individuals must take 576 
hours of basic training that 
ranges from driving tests, fire 
arms and safety training, tech-
nology, criminal investigation 
training, domestic violence 
and sexual assault training, 
defensive tactics training and 
a written exam. 

Hamilton, 21, is a member 
of the Osage Nation and a cit-
izen of the Cherokee Nation. 

He graduated from Sequoyah 
High School in 2017 and began 
a career working in security 
at gaming establishments for 
both the Cherokee and Osage. 
He began working for the 
Osage Nation Police Depart-
ment in December of last year.  

“I plan to enlist in the Air 
National Guard and have con-
sidered continuing my educa-
tion in Criminal Justice,” he 
said. “I look forward to serving 
the Osage people.”    

Hamilton is the former 
Drumkeeper for the Pawhus-
ka District and belongs to the 
Hamilton, Pryor and Strike 
Axe families. He said while 
serving as Drumkeeper, he 
saw first-hand how precious 
Osage culture is and how it 
needs to be protected.  

BigEagle grew up on mili-
tary bases, as her stepfather 
was in the military. 

“When I was in high school, 
I originally planned to make 
a career out of the military 
myself. However, when I was 
still in high school, my fami-
ly moved back to Oklahoma. 
Even with all of the places I 
have lived, I decided to make 
Oklahoma home for my adult 
life,” she said. 

She started her career in 
law enforcement in 2018 as a 
detention officer. In Decem-
ber of 2019 she began working 
with the ONPD.

In her free time she enjoys 
spending time with family 
and she is a proud mother of a 
“handsome little boy who loves 
going out to look at the buffalo 
herds on the prairie.”

“I am honored to have the 
privilege of serving the Osage 
Nation.”

See strOnghearts
—Continued  on Page 16

October 2019 for the year 
2020. No more was required 
for the compacts to automati-
cally renew on Jan. 1, 2020, for 
a successive 15-year term.” 

The Cherokee, Chickasaw 
and Choctaw nations original-
ly filed suit on New Year’s Eve 
against Gov. Kevin Stitt in the 
Western District of Oklaho-
ma, asking for a declaratory 
judgment that the state-trib-
al model gaming compact au-
tomatically renewed on New 
Year’s Day. The Muscogee 

(Creek), Quapaw, Delaware, 
Citizen Potawatomi and Sem-
inole nations, plus the Wichita 
and Affiliated Tribes all even-
tually joined the fray. 

The decision does not ad-
dress an additional complaint 
filed by the Wichita and Affili-
ated Tribes that the state vio-
lated the exclusivity provisions 
of the model gaming compact 
by authorizing the Oklahoma 
lottery and 2015 amendments 
to the Iowa Tribe of Oklaho-
ma’s compact that allow for 
online gambling.   

When reached on July 28, 
a spokesman for Gov. Stitt’s 
office was unable to an-

swer whether the governor  
will appeal. 

Judge DeGuisti’s ruling 
marks the second compact-re-
lated legal loss for the gov-
ernor in one week. On July 
21, the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court held that the compacts 
he signed with the Comanche 
Nation and Otoe-Missouria 
Tribe were invalid because 
they include provisions not 
allowed under state law. As 
of press time, similar litiga-
tion is still pending regarding 
gaming compacts signed by 
the Kialegee Tribal Town and 
the United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokee Indians.

cOmpacts 
–from Page 1

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Historic Preservation Office

A map of the sites for the next five years for the ON Historic Preservation 
Office’s historic sites visits.

Historic Preservation Office 
announces locations for sites 
visits for next five years
Osage News

The Osage Nation Historic Preservation Office has announced 
the heritage sites locations for the next five years.

Each year, the ONHPO takes 20 lucky Osages to visit historic 
locations of Osages on a five-day trip to learn the Nation’s histo-
ry through archaeologists’ eyes. Food and lodging are provided 
for the trip and participants travel on a chartered bus. 

• 2021 will take participants to Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. 
Participants will visit caves and sacred sites. 

• 2022 will take participants to St. Louis, Missouri, where 
participants will visit mounds and view rock art.

• 2023 will take participants to Hannibal, Missouri, where 
they will view Sacred Bluffs and Riverways. 

• 2024 will take participants to Missouri River to walk Osage 
Trails and learn about how the Osage controlled the Trade 
in the region when they lived there. 

• 2025 will take participants to the Osage 4 Corners where 
participants will see sites of former Osage villages and 
missions. 

According to the ONHPO, “The mission is to preserve, main-
tain, and revitalize the culture and traditions of the Osage Na-
tion. The program focus is to identify, document, protect, and 
preserve archaeological and historic Osage sites and graves in 
Osage County and our ancestral territory. The overarching goal 
of the program is to meet the cultural preservation needs voiced 
by the Osage people.” 
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InauguratIOn 
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goals for the Nation, we will 
design a plan to help us reach 
those goals.”

In closing, Tillman also ref-
erenced longtime and outgoing 
Congressman Archie Mason 
who proclaimed, “This is our 
house!” through the years as 
part of making points during 
poignant and challenging 
times the Congress met and 
faced various legislative de-
cisions since its 2006 launch. 
“My fellow Osage Congress 
members, you belong here to-
day, you are where you are 
supposed to be right now. By 
the grace of God, it’s time for 
you and us to shine.”

Standing Bear, also a former 
Congressman and Assistant 
Principal Chief under the for-
mer Osage National Council, 
welcomed the new Congress 
members as well, noting they 
will be working “to uphold 
what is in our Constitution.” 
For example, Standing Bear 
referenced Article XVII Osage 
Health, Education and Wel-
fare, which states: “The Osage 
Nation shall provide for the 
protection and advancement 
of a health care system for the 
Osage people by the ongoing 
development of services for 
the treatment, management 
and prevention of illnesses and 
chronic diseases, and of ser-
vices that promote mental and 
physical well-being.”

Standing Bear added that 
the same article notes the Na-
tion shall provide for care and 
safety of Osage children and 
elders, as well as education. 
“This is what you are going to 
swear to in a few minutes. No 
longer are we just an instru-
ment of the federal govern-
ment, we are a Nation with a 
capital ‘N’,” he said.

With planning and ad-
visement on precautionary 
COVID-19 measures from Dr. 
Ron Shaw, CEO and Chief 
Medical Officer at the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center, the re-
vised inauguration ceremony 
was restricted. All were man-
dated to wear masks; hand-
shaking was prohibited during 
the event and those officials 
were also tested for COVID-19 
prior to inauguration. 

Outside the Chambers 
Building, family members of 
the incoming Congress mem-
bers watched the ceremony 
through the windows under the 
portico as each family member 
was called to take their oath.

Wearing a clear face shield 
with Osage ribbonwork across 
the top and her black judge’s 
robe, Drent administered the 
oath of office to each of the six 
Congress members who stood 
a few feet away at a separate 
standing microphone. 

Keene, Maker, Revard, 
Shaw, Tillman and Walker in-
dividually stood at the micro-
phone when their names were 
called for oaths. Afterward, 
each member was presented 
with an embroidered Pendle-
ton blanket, plaque and signed 
their oath documents, as well as 
their first special session proc-
lamation to meet that day and 
a second special session procla-
mation to consider funding for 
Osage Nation Head Start. 

Per the 2006 Osage Con-
stitution, the Congress “shall 
convene twice annually in 
regular session, so that six 
months shall not intervene 
between the last sitting of the 
Congress and its first sitting 
in the next session.” The next 
regular convening of Congress 
is the Tzi-Zho Session starting 
Sept. 8 and the Hun-Kah Ses-
sion is held in late March with 
each regular session’s duration 
at 24 days.

Congress may also meet in 
the interim by committees to 
study particular subjects and 
may be called into special ses-
sions – called by either legisla-
tive or executive proclamations 
– at any other time with those 
sessions limited to 10 days, 
according to the Constitution. 
Regular and special sessions 
may be extended up to three 
additional days if granted by 
the Congressional Speaker 
at the written request of two-
thirds of the Congress.

Despite testing protocols, individuals quarantined after Inauguration
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Despite requiring all individ-
uals to test for the COVID-19 
virus prior to the Osage Nation 
Congressional Inauguration, 
one individual tested positive 
following the event.

Members of Congress, Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and ON staff working the 
event were required to test for 
the virus. Family members of 
the Congress members and 
other attendees stayed outside 
the chambers and watched 
the ceremony through glass. 
Masks were required.

“All planned attendees were 
tested for COVID 19 on July 9 
and 10 and all tested attendees 
had negative results,” said Dr. 
Ron Shaw, Chief Medical Offi-
cer for the Wah-Zha-Zhe Health 
Center, in a statement. “How-
ever, there were three individ-
uals who attended but were not 
tested prior to the event. One of 
the three individuals developed 
symptoms the next evening af-
ter the event and was tested 
at an outside clinic the follow-
ing Monday and found to be 
COVID test positive.”

Since the tested individual 
was Osage the WHC contact 

tracer began investigations, 
Shaw said. The contact tracer 
studied video of the event to 
supplement gathered infor-
mation and the appropriate 
individuals were advised to 
quarantine for 14 days despite 
the fact that they all wore 
masks, he said.

“The decision regarding 
who requires quarantine and 
who does not was based on 
CDC guidelines and level and 
type of exposure based on the 
conversations with attendees 
and the studied video record,” 
Shaw said. “At this point, no 
one needs to be tested unless 
symptomatic. Our contact 
tracer will advise those who re-
quire the 14-day quarantine.” 

He said anyone who attend-
ed the Inauguration may come 
to the WHC drive on Wednes-
day, July 22, to be tested. 

“The 7-9 day interval will 
optimize the detection of in-
fected individuals without 
symptoms. Testing is not re-
quired unless you have symp-
toms,” Shaw said. “Should any 
attendee develop symptoms 
listed below, they should con-
tact their medical provider for 
an appointment and /or ar-
range for testing.” 

• Cough

• Fever (100.4) Headache 

• Diarrhea

• Unexplained headache 
Muscle pains 

• Alteration in taste or 
smell 

• Nausea or vomiting 

• Unusual fatigue 

• Sore throat 

Osage leadership
Principal Chief Geoffrey 

Standing Bear attended the 
Inauguration and, wearing a 
mask, placed Pendleton blan-
kets on all six of the incoming 
Congress members. He said he 
and Assistant Principal Chief 
Raymond Red Corn have both 
been tested since the event 
and tested negative. 

Rumors swirled around 
the Osage campus that both 
Standing Bear and Red Corn 
had been quarantined, along 
with most of the Chief’s Office 
staff. Standing Bear said that 
information was false and that 
neither he nor Red Corn had 
ever been quarantined. 

“One staff person from the 
Office of the Chief’s was quar-
antined because they came in 
contact with someone from an-
other department who tested 
positive. Same with two oth-

ers on the Executive team,” 
Standing Bear said. “None of 
the three tested positive and 
their quarantine ends this 
coming Tuesday. They have 
been working from home.”

Standing Bear said he has 
been tested three times since 
March and he and Red Corn 
have not tested positive. He 
said if he tests positive in the 
future that he will work from 
home unless too ill to work. At 
that point he would inform Red 
Corn, Executive Staff, the Con-
gressional Speaker that Red 
Corn would be acting Chief. 

With the rise in Coronavirus 
cases in Oklahoma, Standing 
Bear said he will meet with 
Shaw this week to consider a 
mask mandate for all the Na-
tion’s employees. 

On July 10, Shaw said that 
out of 128 ON employees tested 
that week only one employee 
tested positive. He said em-
ployee testing would be ongoing 
and that the WHC tests 25-30 
employees per day to aim at 
testing all 500 employees each 
30 days. On July 16, Shaw said 
there had been no new posi-
tives from the ON employees. 

Shaw said that the WHC is 
looking into publishing regular 
reports on the clinic’s efforts in 
testing and contact tracing.

Osage Nation Supreme Court Chief Justice Meredith Drent wore a face 
shield with ribbonwork across the top to swear in the six newly-elected 
members of the 7th Osage Nation Congress on July 11, 2020.

From left: Congresswoman Paula Stabler, Congresswom-
an Angela Pratt, Chief Justice Meredith Drent, Congress-
woman Alice Goodfox, Congresswoman Jodie Revard, 
Congresswoman Pam Shaw, Osage Princess Leigha Eas-
ley at the Osage Nation Congressional Inauguration on 
July 11, 2020, in Pawhuska.

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear address the six newly-elected 7th Osage 
Nation Congress on July 11, 2020, in Pawhuska.

Osage Nation Princess Leigha Easley 
performs The Lord’s Prayer during the 
7th Osage Nation Congress Inaugura-
tion on July 11, 2020, in Pawhuska.

Billy Keene took his oath of office to serve on 
the 7th Osage Nation Congress on July 11, 2020, 
in Pawhuska.

Jodie Revard took her oath of office to serve 
four years on the 7th Osage Nation Congress on 
July 11, 2020, in Pawhuska.

Pam Shaw took her oath of office to serve four 
years on the 7th Osage Nation Congress on July 
11, 2020, in Pawhuska.

LEFT: Osage singers sang honor songs for the 7th Osage Nation Congress 
Inauguration on July 11, 2020.

John Maker took his oath of office to serve 
a third term on the 7th Osage Nation Con-
gress on July 11, 2020, in Pawhuska.

RJ Walker took his oath of office to serve a 
third term on the 7th Osage Nation Con-
gress on July 11, 2020, in Pawhuska.

Joe Tillman took his oath of office to serve a second term 
on the 7th Osage Nation Congress on July 11, 2020, in 
Pawhuska.
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al members began to complain 
about the application pro-
cess, specifically noting the  
notarization requirement. 

“This whole deal is adding 
up to be “TOTALLY PUNK” 
if I ever saw one. Once again 
another SICK AND TWIST-
ED stunt being pulled by the 
StandingBear administration 
at a time when people are se-
riously ill and dying of this 
Covid-19 during this Pandem-
ic,” wrote Tina Allen in the 
Facebook group Committee 
for a Responsible Osage Na-
tion Budget. “In some “real 
world” governments, individ-
uals have actually been put to 
death for much less for what is 
tantamount to stealing from 
the people those governments 
govern and believe me, in more 
of them than most of us know 
anything about, it happens 
with stunning swiftness and 
regularity.”

Osage Congressman Eli 
Potts posted his cell phone 
number on multiple Osage 
Facebook pages and said tribal 
members could call him if they 
needed help with the applica-
tion and that he was already 
helping two constituents with 
accessing the application and 
arranging for a Notary Public. 

“Thankful for any assis-
tance, but why this isn’t 
guaranteed, convenient, and 
expedient is beyond me,” he 
wrote on July 11.

Andrea Kemble, Project 
Specialist for the Nation’s Fi-
nancial Assistance office is 
spearheading the direct as-
sistance program. She said 
the application requires the 
notarization to prevent fraud 
and abuse. And, since the no-
tarization is required it “actu-
ally simplifies the application” 
because tribal members don’t 
have to provide additional 
documentation such as copies 
of a photo ID or their tribal 
membership cards because the 
Nation can handle that inter-
nally, she said. 

For those applicants who 
plan to apply in person at the 
Financial Assistance office on 
the Nation’s campus can get 
their applications notarized 
for free.

“We’ve taken over 200 ap-
plications today. Our response 
time to the applicant is fairly 
quick and we have been re-
sponding quickly to anyone 
who had incomplete applica-
tions and following up,” she 
said. “We have 10 business 
days to notify applicants of 
approval or denial, that is our 

timeframe, but it won’t take us 
that long. The timeframe for 
our Accounting Department to 
deliver the direct assistance is 
within 30 days. But again, we 
do not expect it to take that 
long.” 

Assisting the task force is 
the ON Attorney General’s of-
fice; David Mullon, former U.S. 
Senate Committee on Indian 
Affairs Chief Counsel. Terry 
Mason Moore, General Coun-
sel to the Office of the Chiefs, 
attorney Dean Luthey, and 
Lacey Horn, who is a member 
of the U.S. Treasury Tribal 
Advisory Committee and is the 
former Treasurer of the Chero-
kee Nation.

On June 24, the U.S. Trea-
sury updated their FAQ sheet 
on whether the funding could 
be used as a per capita pay-
ment, and it cannot. The pen-
alties for misusing the funds 
could result in an audit, re-
coupment of funds, fines and 
tribal members could be taxed 
for the payments. For all these 
reasons and more is why the 
task force required the no-
tarization for the application, 
Kemble said.

Eligibility
The CARES Direct Assis-

tance Program is being admin-

istered through the Financial 
Assistance office, located in 
the Welcome Center on the 
Nation’s campus at 239 W. 
12th Street in Pawhuska. 

Eligibility requirements in-
clude:

• Must be an enrolled Osage 
Nation tribal member by 
July 1, 2020

• Certify their essential 
needs and/ or experienced 
hardship

• Submit a completed 
application, with a 
notarized signature. 

The direct assistance is to 
assist those Osages who are 
experiencing unforeseen in-
creases expenses to meet their 
individual essential needs and 
necessary expenditures. 

According to the policy, the 
Nation defines essential needs 
as: personal protective equip-
ment, affordable and adequate 
food, and unmet health /medi-
cal needs. 

According to the policy, the 
Nation defines necessary ex-
penditures as: expenses to 
prevent eviction or foreclosure, 
expenses to operate household 
utilities, expenses to telework, 
expenses to complete educa-
tional distant learning pro-

grams, and childcare expenses 
for essential workers during 
the pandemic. 

Visit the Frequently Asked 
Questions page for more infor-
mation. 

You can reach CARES Di-
rect Assistance Program staff 
via:

• Email: direct-assist@
osagenation-nsn.gov

• Phone: (918) 287-9745

• Fax: (918) 287-5593

• Mailing address: 627 

Grandview Avenue, 

Pawhuska, OK 74056

• Physical address: 239 W 

12th Street, Pawhuska, 

OK 74056

ON Congressional Speaker says CARES
Direct Assistance application process needed
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Nation Congressio-
nal Speaker Angela Pratt said 
the application and process 
the COVID-19 Task Force is 
requiring for the CARES Act 
Tribal Assistance money is 
needed and justified. 

Tribal members 65 and older 
who can document a necessary 
COVID caused need are eligible 
to receive $1,000. Osages under 
65 and children are eligible to 
receive $500 each. The money 
is on a first-come, first-served 
basis. CARES funding allocat-
ed for the assistance is a little 
over $10 million. 

The policy and applica-
tion for the assistance was 
published on July 10 to mixed 
reactions. Some were upset the 
application had to be down-
loaded and notarized before be-
ing sent back in. They felt the 
process made it hard for elders 
and those without sufficient 

technology to apply for the as-
sistance.  

Pratt, who participates in a 
weekly White House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs for 
National COVID-19 briefing 
calls, spoke with Dan Kowal-
ski, Counselor to the Secre-
tary of the U.S. Department of 
Treasury on July 2. She specif-
ically asked about the Nation’s 
meatpacking plant first and if 
that was an allowable expense, 

and he said yes. Next, she 
asked about the CARES Direct 
Assistance. 

“He warned of being careful 
giving payments to individ-
uals that don’t go through a 
‘process,’” she wrote. He also 
warned against “simply divid-
ing the amount of money by 
the number of tribal members 
and distributing.”

She is not a proponent for 
per-capita payments, and 
she believes the CARES Act 
funding is an opportunity 
to build infrastructure for  
the Nation. 

“So, to my Osage people, 
hang in there! Please grin 
and bear the process that has 
been established for the Direct 
Assistance,” Pratt wrote in a 
July 14 Facebook post on her 
personal page. “I’ve paid close 
attention all of these months 
and I feel comfortable with the 
Executive Branch plans and 
I think they are good. Please 
remain positive as the nega-
tivity adds to everyone’s stress 

and please appreciate that the 
process was established for the 
right reasons.”

Andrea Kemble, Project 
Specialist for the Nation’s Fi-
nancial Assistance office, said 
the CARES Direct Assistance 
application requires the no-
tarization to prevent fraud and 
abuse. For those who plan to 
apply in person at the Finan-
cial Assistance office on the 
Nation’s campus can get their 
applications notarized for free.

You can reach CARES Di-
rect Assistance Program staff 
via:

• Email: direct-assist@
osagenation-nsn.gov

• Phone: (918) 287-9745

• Fax: (918) 287-5593

• Mailing address: 627 
Grandview Avenue, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056

• Physical address: 239 W 
12th Street, Pawhuska, 
OK 74056

Courtesy Photo

Congressional Speaker Angela 
Pratt.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage tribal members fill out applications for COVID Direct Assistance in 
the Welcome Center at the ON Financial Assistance office in Pawhuska on 
July 13, 2020.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The CARES Direct Assistance application is available at the Osage Nation 
Welcome Center in the Financial Assistance office. 
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Seventh ON Congress to meet in 
special session starting Aug. 5
Benny Polacca
Osage News

On Wednesday Aug. 5, the 
Seventh Osage Nation Con-
gress will convene for its sec-
ond special session starting  
at 10 a.m.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear issued a July 21 
executive proclamation calling 
for the special session. Accord-
ing to the proclamation, there 
are eight subject items that 
will be discussed and consid-
ered for Congressional action. 
Those items are:

• To consider amendments 
to Osage law to change 
the classification of the 
Wah-Zha-Zhe Health 
Clinic third-party billing 
revenues. The Nation’s 
Indian Health Service 
clinic in Pawhuska bills 
patients’ health insurance 
carriers for clinical 
services and pharmacy 
medications.

• To consider amendments 
to the Nation’s Higher 
Education Scholarship 
Fund Act. Each year, the 
Nation funds scholarships 
for enrolled Osages at 
post-secondary education 
institutions. Also each 
year, the Congress 
considers and passes 
an appropriation to the 
Nation’s revolving higher 
education scholarship 
fund to pay approved 
scholarship amounts to 
students with approved 
applications.

• For the current 2020 
fiscal year, the Sixth ON 
Congress approved an 
$8.5 million appropriation 
for the higher education 
scholarship fund.

• To consider modifying 
ONCR 19-19 to allow 
limited negotiations to 
protect Osage gaming. 
In September 2019, the 
Sixth ON Congress passed 
ONCR 19-19 (sponsored by 
Congressman Eli Potts), 
which is a resolution “to 
reject Gov. (Kevin) Stitt’s 
claim that the Gaming 
Compact between the 
Osage Nation and the 
State of Oklahoma must 
be renegotiated.”  

The Osage Congress passed 
the resolution in wake of the 
continuing disagreement with 
Stitt regarding the status of 
the ON gaming compact as he 
announced plans to renegoti-
ate compacts with Oklahoma 
tribal nations. Nearly one year 
later, the dispute continues as 
Stitt and nine tribal nations 
have pending litigation in the 
Western District of Oklahoma 
federal court over the status of 
the current model state-trib-
al gaming compact used by 
more than 30 tribes, including 
Osage.

• To consider amendments 
to the Boards and 
Commissions Act.

• To consider amendments 
to the Osage Nation 
Limited Liabilities 
Company Act.

• To consider a limited 
waiver of sovereign 
immunity for the drug 
court contract between the 
State of Oklahoma and 
the Osage Nation. The 
Constitution states the 
Nation’s instrumentalities 
shall be immune from suit 
or process in any forum 
“except to the extent 
that the (ON) Congress 
expressly waives its 
sovereign immunity.”

Previously, the Congress 
has approved waivers of sover-
eign immunity in service con-
tracts with outside businesses/ 
entities including a Missouri 
company for pharmaceuti-
cal billing at the WHC; with 
PayCom for ON government 
employee payroll services and 
also with the state for drug 
court in prior fiscal years.

According to the Osage Con-
stitution, a special session 
may be called by the Prin-
cipal Chief (executive proc-
lamation) or by a legislative 
proclamation with a writ-
ten request by two-thirds of  
Congress members.

Special sessions may last up 
to 10 days and may be extend-
ed up to three additional days 
at the written request of two-
thirds of Congress members.

For more Congressional in-
formation and to view filed 
legislative bills/resolutions, 
visit the Legislative Branch 
website at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-
are/legislative-branch.

Seventh ON Congress elects Pratt as Speaker, Revard as Second Speaker
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Hours after the 2020 inau-
guration activities, the Sev-
enth Osage Nation Congress 
met for its first special session 
on July 11 to select leadership 
officers and to form its Con-
gressional committees.

Meeting by videoconference 
that afternoon, the 12 Con-
gress members elected Angela 
Pratt by majority vote to serve 
as Congressional Speaker and 
Jodie Revard will serve as 
Second Speaker. Both women 
will serve in their officer posts 
through the end of the 2021 
Hun-Kah Session.

Congressional Clerk Shana 
Robedeaux called the 3 p.m. 
session to order and asked 
the Congress for Speaker 
nominees following the open-
ing prayer and roll call. Con-
gresswoman Brandy Lemon 
nominated Pratt and Con-
gresswoman Paula Stabler 
nominated Joe Tillman.

Robedeaux then asked each 
nominee to speak to their 
abilities/interest in serving as 
Speaker once no other nomina-
tions were made.

Pratt, who served as Speak-
er in 2016 and 2017, is in the 
middle of her second Con-
gressional term after winning 
the 2018 election. She is from 
the Hominy District and has 
served on every Congressional 

standing and select committee 
during her tenure.

“I am really proud of this 
Congress and our role and re-
sponsibilities and I just think 
that it’s an extremely pivotal 
time for us right now in our 
government, there’s a lot go-
ing on,” Pratt said. “I believe 
that I possess the skills and 
communication and the abili-
ties to try and bring us togeth-
er because that’s really what 
needs to happen right now… 
And we need to be able to com-
municate and collaborate with 
the Executive Branch but in a 
strong sense and I believe that 
the Chief and the Assistant 
Chief understand who I am 
and my strengths and my abil-
ities. I stand strongly for this 
branch of government… I will 

always believe in our ability to 
make things better and make 
a difference for our people.”

Tillman is starting his sec-
ond Congressional term after 
winning re-election on June 1 
and served his first year in the 
Speaker role starting with the 
2019 Hun-Kah Session. The 
previous year, Tillman served 
as Second Speaker.       

“As Speaker during my 
fourth year, it was a challeng-
ing time because of the COVID 
pandemic (that) forced us to 
meet via electronic means… 
I’m not going to take credit 
for that, being here through 
the Hun-Kah Session, it was 
teamwork with the body of 
Congress with all of us com-
ing together and making it 
happen… The whole body of 
Congress needs to be congratu-
lated on that and I do applaud 
you on that,” Tillman said, 
adding thanks for the Speaker  
post consideration.

Robedeaux then asked for 
voice votes on the two Speak-
er nominees. Pratt won the 
Speaker election with seven 
votes from Congress members 
Scott BigHorse, Alice Good-
fox, Billy Keene, Lemon, Pratt 
(herself), Revard and RJ Walk-
er. Five votes for Tillman came 
from John Maker, Pam Shaw, 
Tillman (himself), Eli Potts 
and Paula Stabler.

Pratt then said: “Thank you 
everyone for your support and 
also your consideration, like 
Congressman Tillman said. I 
think we all know where we 
have to go and I’m excited to 
get together and take off.”

Pratt presided over the re-
mainder of the session, in-

See absentee
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Election Office report: 
2020 election year highest in
absentee voter turnout so far
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Voter turnout for the 
2020 Osage Nation Gener-
al Election ranks the high-
est when it comes to off-year 
elections without Executive 
Branch offices on the ballot, 
according to the Wahzhazhe  
Elections Office. 

On June 1, a total of 2,449 
Osages voted in the General 
Election with 15 Congressio-
nal candidates on the ballot, 
along with two proposed Con-
stitutional amendment ques-
tions. With the COVID-19 
pandemic worsening in the 
first half of 2020, the Election 
Office encouraged voters – es-
pecially elders and those with 
health risks – to vote by absen-
tee ballot.

As a result, 1,769 absentee 
ballots were sent in and count-
ed with the June 1 in-person 
ballots, making for a record 
year in absentee ballot sub-
missions, according to a report 
on voter turnout since the 2010 
General Election. 

At the request of the 
Wahzhazhe Elections Board 
in June, Election Supervisor 
Alexis Rencountre generat-
ed the voter turnout report 
starting with the 2010 Gener-
al Election, which is the first 
report conducted by the Elec-
tion Board and Election Office 
established under the 2006 
Osage Constitution approved 
by voters that March.

The all-time high election 
year for Osage voter turnout 
is 2010. That year, a total of 
2,628 Osages voted with 1,370 
absentee ballots counted and 
1,258 in-person. 2010 was 
also a year when a total of 31 
Osages ran for executive and 
legislative offices. In the Exec-
utive Branch races, five ran for 
Principal Chief and six ran for 
Assistant Principal Chief. For 
Congress, 20 Osages ran for 
six available seats.

As for the landmark March 
2006 election for the new 
Osage Constitution, a total of 
2,182 Osages voted with 1,454 

All Photos CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Three newly elected officials on the 7th Osage Nation Congress partici-
pated in an orientation on their new roles as members of Congress. Billy 
Keene, Pam Shaw and Jodie Revard participated in the training on July 
28, 2020, in Pawhuska.

Clerk of the Congress Shana Walker leads the orientation for the 
three newly-elected members of the 7th Osage Nation Congress on  
July 28, 2020.

See speakers
—Continued  on Page 16

Courtesy Photos

Angela Pratt was elected by her peers as Speaker and Jodie Revard was 
elected Second Speaker on July 11.
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State school board votes to let school
districts decide COVID-19 safety protocols
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY — In 
a split 4-3 vote at its July 23 
meeting, the Oklahoma Board 
of Education decided not to is-
sue mandatory COVID-19 safe-
ty protocols to school districts. 

Citing a desire to leave the 
decision up to local school 
boards, the proposal ap-
proved by the board is in-
stead “strongly recommended” 
through at least Sept. 30, con-
tingent upon continued public  
health conditions.  

“We’re talking about top-
down, and that’s not what 
Oklahoma and what this na-
tion is all about,” board mem-
ber Estela Hernandez said. 

“It’s about trusting our local 
boards to do what they’re in-
tended to do.”

As presented, the proposal 
includes a five-level color cod-
ed alert system similar to the 
one rolled out by the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health 
based on the number of cases 
per capita within a county. 

School districts that span 
two or more counties, such 
as Skiatook, Ponca City and 
Bartlesville, would use the 
level for the county in which 
their administration building  
is located. 

For example, schools in a 
green or yellow county, which 
would be the counties with the 
lowest per capita caseloads, 
would be expected to have 

in-person classes. Schools 
in an orange level 1 county 
would be urged to use an al-
ternate instruction schedule, 
while those in an orange level 
2 or a red county would need 
to go to either mostly or all  
distance learning. 

The proposal also calls for 
a mask mandate for students, 
teachers and staff at all lev-
els except green. Exemptions 
are included for people who 
cannot wear a mask due to 
medical reasons or who rely 
on lip reading. However, the 
recommendation instead 
calls for them to wear a clear  
face shield.

At the time of the state 

Oklahoma City and Tulsa Public 
Schools release re-opening plans
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

As families and educators 
continue to figure out what 
school in the time of COVID 
looks like, Oklahoma’s two 
largest public school dis-
tricts at least have their  
calendars set. 

On June 29, the boards of 
education for both Oklahoma 
City Public Schools and Tul-
sa Public Schools approved 
updated calendars for the 
2020-2021 school year. 

According to data pub-
lished by the Oklahoma State 
Department of Education, 
OKCPS had 42,513 students 
during the previous school 
year, including 6,616 enrolled 
at a district-sponsored char-
ter school. TPS had 38,509 
students, including 2,834 at 
a district-sponsored charter 
school. Combined, the two 
districts serve more than 
5,000 Indigenous students. 

Originally scheduled to 
start its fall 2020 semes-
ter on Aug. 10, the OKCPS 
board of education voted at 
a July 21 special meeting to 
delay the beginning of class-
es until Aug. 31 due to con-
tinued community spread 
and rising case counts in  
Oklahoma County. 

OKCPS originally planned 
to start classes in person. 
However, along with push-

ing back the start of classes 
to late August, the OKCPS 
school board also voted to 
have all classes be conduct-
ed virtually for at least the 
first quarter of the 2020-2021 
school year due to the rate 
of community spread within 
Oklahoma County. As of the 
time of the school board meet-
ing, there were 1,189 known 
active cases of COVID-19 in 
Oklahoma City. 

Meanwhile, Tulsa Public 
Schools has also pushed back 
the start of fall classes to Aug. 
31 in order to provide teachers 
with additional professional 
development days to prepare 
for distance learning. 

District officials will not 
decide to what extent TPS 
classes will be conducted re-
motely until the Aug. 3 board 
of education meeting. Howev-
er, at least to start the year, 
in person classes will not be 
in session on Wednesdays. 
Instead, that day will be 
used for either small group 
remediation efforts or dis-
tance learning, depending 
on students’ needs. Wednes-
days will also be used to deep 
clean and sanitize schools.  

Depending upon the ad-
vice of public health officials, 
the district may be splitting 
in-person students into two 
groups to facilitate social 
distancing in classrooms. If 
that route is pursued, half of 
the students would attend in 

person classes on Mondays 
and Tuesdays and do dis-
tance learning the rest of the 
week. The other half would 
do distance learning Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 
with in person classes on 
Thursdays and Fridays. 

“We will teach and learn 
together in person as much 
as possible next year based 
on current guidance from the 
Tulsa Health Department 
and Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention,” TPS 
Superintendent Deborah 
Gist said. “While we will be 
prepared and hope to have 
our students back in per-
son all year, we may need 
to shift to distance learning 
or to a mix of in-person and 
distance learning. Our focus 
is on keeping students and 
teachers safe, which means 
planning for the flexibility 
we may need given continued 
rates of COVID-19 infection 
in our city.”

TPS is also offering an 
online-only option for all 
grades. Students who go that 
route will remain enrolled in 
their brick and mortar school 
but will not come to campus. 
Families who choose this 
route will have the option to 
return to in-person learning 
at the semester break if their 
preferences change. Enroll-
ment for the online-only op-
tion is open through Aug. 10.

PPS receives grant to boost WiFi 
hotspots for students with low access 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Pawhuska Public Schools 
is getting a financial boost to 
help with its back to school 
preparation efforts. 

On July 1, the state Depart-
ment of Education and the 
governor’s office announced 
the awarding of $16 million in 
federal grants to 150 school dis-
tricts across Oklahoma for the 
2020-2021 school year for emer-
gency needs directly connected 
to the ongoing pandemic.  

Among the recipients is 
Pawhuska Public Schools, 
which will get $24,500 to equip 
some of its buses and other 
district-owned vehicles with 
WiFi. Should the coronavirus 
force the district have to go 
to all distance learning again 
during the upcoming school 
year, those vehicles will be 
deployed to neighborhoods in 
and around Pawhuska where 
multiple families do not have 
reliable internet access. 

“That was our biggest hur-
dle in the spring,” Pawhuska 
Superintendent David Cash 
said. “We had about 50 fami-
lies that just didn’t have access 
to anything. It put our teach-
ers in a tough spot too.”

To figure out where the bus-
es are needed most, Cash said 
the district would be following 
up with families in the fall to 

determine which ones still 
do not have reliable internet 
access. The district also has 
mobile hot spots available to 
check out should a student 
need internet access and live 
in an area not served by one of 
the buses.

“We are ready to be targeted 
to do whatever we need to do,” 
Cash said. 

The funding for the competi-
tive grants consisted of $8 mil-
lion from the Oklahoma State 
Department of Education set-
aside in the Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency 
Relief Fund and $8 million 
from the Governor’s Emer-
gency Education Relief Fund 

through the U.S. Department 
of Education. 

Both ESSER and GEER 
are components of the federal 
Coronavirus, Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act. Un-
der the CARES Act, the OSDE 
funds must meet “emergency 
needs” of districts in response 
to COVID-19, while GEER dol-
lars expended to schools must 
be to those “most significantly 
impacted by coronavirus.”

As part of the application 
process, districts had to iden-
tify at least one of five priority 
areas students were impact-
ed that they would use grant 
funds to address. Those areas 
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Pawhuska Public Schools will get $24,500 to equip some of its buses and 
other district-owned vehicles with WiFi.

Osage County schools
update their back-to-school 
plans amid pandemic
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

Osage County school dis-
tricts are preparing to go 
back to school, with distance 
learning plans in place should 
COVID-19 numbers continue 
to creep upward. 

Wynona Public Schools is 
the first area district to go 
back, with classes scheduled 
to start on Aug. 3. Families 
are asked to notify the district 
by July 30 of their preferred 
instruction method: in-per-
son classes, blended learning 
with three hours on campus 
each week, or all online. Dis-
trict-issued laptops and hot 
spots will be available for stu-
dents who pursue blended or  
online learning. 

Wynona students are en-
couraged to wear masks and 
will receive a cloth mask from 
the school to help facilitate 
that. All staff and visitors will 
be required to wear a face cov-
er – either a mask or a clear 
plastic shield. 

Shidler Public Schools is 
scheduled to start Aug. 5. Dis-
tance learning will be available 
upon request only and parents 
are asked to contact district 
administrators to make those 
individual arrangements. 
Face masks are encouraged 
for students and staff, but  
not required. 

Multi-day remote learning 
packets will be distributed to 
all Shidler students early in 
the year. If the school has to 
close due to inclement weather 
or COVID-19, that packet be-
comes mandatory homework 
for all students. 

As of July 24, Barnsdall is 
starting classes on Aug. 10. 
However, a school board meet-
ing is scheduled for Aug. 3 to 
consider delaying the start of 
classes by one week. If that 
change is approved, it would 
not extend the school calendar 
any later. Instead, the district 
would use eight Fridays as dis-
tance learning days. 

In-person instruction is of-
fered for all grades at Barns-
dall, with an online option 
available for kindergarten and 
up, plus a blended option for 
secondary students. 

According to the “Return 
to Learn” plan published on 
its website, if either of the 
district’s sites or the district 
as a whole has an in-person 
absenteeism rate of 35 per-
cent or higher, it will go to all 
distance learning for at least  
two weeks. 

Skiatook is still starting 
classes on Aug. 13 as previous-
ly approved by its board of ed-
ucation. An online-only option 
is available for students in 
kindergarten and up with the 
understanding that it will be a 
semester-long commitment.

According to the “Return to 
Learn” plan released by the 
district on July 27, it will be 
following the color-coded alert 
recommendations from the 
state school board. It will start 
the school year in the yellow 
phase, which means masks 
will be required for students 
and staff. 

Avant will begin in-person 
and online classes on Aug. 19. 
Students who opt for in-per-
son classes will not be al-
lowed to enter the school until 
their temperature is checked 
at either the bus stop or an 
on-campus drop-off location. 
According to a plan approved 
July 23 by the district’s board 
of education, all school meals 
will be eaten in the classroom 
in order to keep student group-
ings as consistent as possible. 

If the district has a student 
or teacher test positive, that 
person’s entire class is expect-
ed to quarantine for two weeks 
and go to distance learning. 
The district will go to all dis-
tance learning for at least two 
weeks if on-site attendance 
drops below 65 percent for  
any reason. 

See prOtOcOls
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Osage Nation JOM School Supplies 
distribution dates and times
Osage News

It’s that time of year again for parents and students to 
prepare for the upcoming school year. 

The Osage Nation Johnson O’Malley program will be giv-
ing out free school supplies to Native American students, 
Kindergarten through 12th grade, within their districts. Due 
to the unprecedented times caused by the novel Coronavirus 
pandemic, signing up your 
student for the JOM pro-
gram and the annual JOM 
Needs Assessment Survey 
will be online.

Tribal membership doc-
uments and paperwork for 
new students need to be sent 
to Avis Ballard, JOM Co-
ordinator, electronically at 
aballard@osagenation-nsn.
gov, or through mail at PO 
Box 250 in Hominy, OK 74035. Ballard is not taking paper-
work or enrolling new students in-person at this time to lim-
it in-person contact. 

The link to the JOM new student form: https://s3.ama-
zonaws.com/osagenation-nsn.gov/files/departments/educa-
tion/2018-0802_Education_JOM-Student-Form.pdf 

The JOM Needs Assessment Survey is conducted every 
year. Each parent or guardian can complete the survey. One 
survey per household is required for JOM services, including 
school supplies. 

The link to the JOM Needs Assessment Survey: https://
forms.osagenation-nsn.gov/view.php?id=78781 

Schedule of School Supply Events
Shidler JOM School Supply Event
Wednesday, July 29
5 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Shidler United Methodist Church 

Skiatook JOM School Supply Event
Saturday, Aug. 1
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Newman Middle School

Pawhuska JOM School Supply & Backpack Event
Saturday, Aug. 8
9 a.m.-11 a.m.
Wakon Iron Hall Parking Lot

Hominy JOM School Supply Distribution
Saturday, Aug. 15
10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Hominy Indian Village Community Building
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include expanding internet connectivity 
for students, mental health supports for 
students, reading instruction training 
for elementary school teachers, distance 
learning software platforms and com-
pensatory services for at-risk students. 

“Our districts indicated an urgent 
need for funds dedicated to connectiv-
ity and digital learning materials, and 
for good reason,” State Superintendent 
Joy Hofmeister said. “The pandemic 
has created a clarion call throughout 
the state and nation to bridge the dig-
ital divide. 

“It is imperative that districts be 
equipped to take swift and decisive 
action to ensure all kids are learning 
amid a global pandemic, including in 
virtual or blended environments that 
best meet local context and the needs 
of families.”

Applications were reviewed and 
awarded within five categories based 
on student enrollment. Individual 
awards to districts and charter schools 
ranged from $13,596 to $500,000.  

Other school districts in and around 
Osage County receiving grant funds 
include Avant, Bartlesville, Ponca City  
and Tulsa. 

wIFI 
–from Page 9

school board’s meeting, Osage Coun-
ty and all of its surrounding counties 
but one were classified as yellow, 
which means school districts are en-
couraged to have slightly less strin-
gent mask requirements for students 
in third grade and under. It also 
means that districts are encouraged 
to limit the number of public events 
at their campuses. 

The lone exception was Tulsa 
County, which would fall under or-
ange Level 1, or moderate risk. At 
that level, districts are encouraged 
to make schedule accommodations to 
limit the number of students in the 
building in order to facilitate social 
distancing. District facilities would 
not be available for any extracurric-
ulars, including sports, if social dis-
tancing cannot be observed.

At the time of the meeting, only 
three counties statewide met the 
threshold for orange level 2 and none 
met the threshold for red. 

Districts also have the option to 
implement more stringent mea-
sures as needed, such as Oklaho-
ma City Public Schools’ decision 
to start the 2020-2021 school year  
all online.

Hernandez, Bill Flanagan, Brian 
Bobek and Jennifer Monies voted in 
favor of making the protocols adviso-
ry rather than mandatory.

“We need to be putting out guid-
ance to districts to help make deci-
sions, but ultimately, they should be 
making this call,” Monies said. 

State Superintendent Joy Hof-
meister, Carlisha Williams-Bradley 
and Kurt Bollenbach voted no. An 
attempt to reconsider the vote and 
have individual parts of the proposal 
be made mandatory was unsuccess-
ful. 

“Today’s vote was very disappoint-
ing and one that likely will stoke 
more concerns for teachers, parents 
and families with a new school year 
only weeks away,” Hofmeister said 
after the meeting. “We all realize 
how important it is for schools to re-
open. But we are in the midst of a 
global pandemic with COVID-19 cas-
es sharply rising in our state. I be-
lieve it is entirely appropriate that 
the state board establish a floor of 
recommended and required protocols 
to ensure a safer environment for all 
in the school community – teachers, 
staff and students. 

“Now that the board has made its 
decision, we strongly urge districts 
across the state to do the right thing 
and demonstrate the ‘Oklahoma 
Standard’ by masking up and follow-
ing social distancing guidelines. In 
the meantime, the Oklahoma State 
Department of Education will con-
tinue working to secure the PPE our 
schools need.”

prOtOcOls 
–from Page 9

Osage cOunty 
–from Page 9

Hominy and Pawhuska Public 
Schools are both scheduled to start 
classes on Aug. 20. Both districts are 
also offering distance learning options. 

Pawhuska Assistant Superinten-
dent Beverly Moore said her district 
has a school board meeting scheduled 
for Aug. 10 that may yield some back to 
school policy changes. As of press time, 
the district is not requiring masks for 
students, but has purchased enough 
for every student and staff member to 
have one, plus clear face shields for bus 
drivers. 

“We don’t want anyone to get sick or 
die,” she said. “But at the same time, 
we know that there is a need for the 
kids to be in school.” 

Hominy’s school board is scheduled 
to meet on Aug. 5.

In order to allow more time for 
cleaning supplies to arrive, Woodland 
Public Schools has pushed back the 
start of classes to Aug. 26. The delay 
also provides time for district officials 
to prepare additional backordered 
Chromebooks for student use if the 
district has to cancel in-person instruc-
tion. 

Face coverings are not required for 
students and staff at Woodland, but 
strongly encouraged. Additionally, par-
ents are asked to check their students’ 
temperatures every morning before 
sending them to school. 

The consolidated district is offering 
a distance learning program for kin-
dergarten and up that will be overseen 
by Woodland faculty. Enrollment is 
open through July 30 and families who 
choose that option are asked to make a 
semester-long commitment.

Union Public Schools forms
committee to consider changing
controversial mascot
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA — One of Oklahoma’s largest 
public school districts may be changing 
its mascot and branding. 

On July 13, the board of education for 
Union Public Schools voted unanimous-
ly to form a new committee to review the 
district’s use of a racial slur previously 
shared with the professional football 
team in Washington, D.C., as well as its 
accompanying branding and logos.

“Over the last year, I have received 
a number of concerns regarding the 
continued use of mascot,” Union Super-
intendent Kirk Hartzler said. “Of par-
ticular concern to me is that I’m hearing 
more from those within the Union com-
munity. In the past, they were primari-
ly from outside the district.”

The specific membership will be 
identified by the August school board 
meeting with a tentative goal to make a 
recommendation regarding the mascot’s 
fate by December. The committee is 
only tasked at this time with making a 
recommendation about whether to keep 
the mascot. It has not been charged 
with coming up with a successor.   

In the resolution adopted by the 
school board, the committee will have 
35 members, including representatives 
from the district’s faculty, staff, Indian 
Education parent committee, alumni 
community and student body.

Both the Cherokee Nation and 
Muscogee (Creek) nations will have 
non-voting members on the committee 
as well who will be subject to appoint-
ment by each tribe’s principal chief. 
The district’s attendance area is en-
tirely within the Muscogee (Creek) Na-
tion reservation boundaries. 

After the meeting, Chris Payne, 
a district spokesman, confirmed via 
email that the Cherokee Nation has a 
seat on the committee due to the large 
number of its citizens enrolled in the 
district – more than 700. Fifty-eight 
tribes are represented among the dis-
trict’s nearly 16,000 students. 

Of the 13 people who took to the mi-
crophone to address the issue, all but 

one asked the school board to form 
the committee and retire the mascot. 
Several current Union students were 
among those who spoke up in support 
of change. 

“It’s disrespectful to the tribes in 
Oklahoma,” sixth grader Daisy Wilson 
said. “They have specifically been ask-
ing us to change it. It is also disrespect-
ful to the students of Union who have 
to have this ongoing conversation.” 

The lone mascot supporter to speak 
at the meeting was Michael Hamilton, 
a Union graduate who said his father 
spoke in defense of the mascot when 
the issue was previously brought be-
fore the school board in the early 2000s. 

“Everyone looks at it as a racist 
term,” he said. “It’s not. It’s prideful. 
They were warriors. They were tough.” 

The south Tulsa school district has 
had the same mascot since 1945. Union 
officials insisted that the timing of the 
vote in relationship to the decision by 
the Washington, D.C. NFL team ear-
lier that day to retire its mascot was 
coincidental. 

“This isn’t something that just came 
about all of a sudden,” board member 
Ken Kinnear said. “Obviously it has 
been accelerated with the attention our 
friends in D.C. are getting. It may look 
like we’re rushing to something … but 
in reality, was on a natural timeline.”

Courtesy Photo/Union Public Schools

Union Public Schools is forming a commit-
tee to consider changing its controversial 
school mascot. 



osagenews.org August 2020 11

Osage Unity committee raises $26,000 for COVID response
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The grassroots organization 
Osage Unity has raised funds 
to aid Osage tribal members 
during the COVID-19 virus 
pandemic. 

Founded by Keir John-
son-Reyes and Congressman 
Joe Tillman in April, the or-
ganization has grown to near-
ly 300 members made up of 
Osages from coast to coast. 
Together, he and Tillman be-
gan to brainstorm on ways to  
raise money.

“Joe and I decided to devel-
op our first initiative around 
food security, for Osages by 
Osages,” Johnson-Reyes said. 
“I developed a Facebook group 
and we designed some out-
reach materials to invite Osag-
es from around the country to 
donate towards a food distri-
bution effort.”

The response was over-
whelming. They received 
$2,000 in donations from Osag-
es in California, Washington, 
Texas, and throughout Okla-
homa. Johnson-Reyes, who 
is based in California, works 
for the Intertribal Agriculture 
Council and is in regular con-
tact with Electa RedCorn, who 
also works for the IAC and re-
sides in Pawhuska. Together, 
they approached Braiding the 
Sacred network of traditional 
corn growers and received a 
contribution of $4,000. 

Through connections John-
son-Reyes has with the First 
Nations Development Insti-
tute, they were also able to se-
cure a $15,000 contribution for 
Osage Unity. 

“We needed an entity to ac-
cept the funds, so we reached 
out to our wonderful people at 
the Osage Nation Foundation,” 
he said. “They were glad to ac-
cept the funds to be distribut-
ed over the coming months, 
and we were encouraged to ap-
ply for support through them 
as well.”

They received another 
$5,000 from the Foundation, 
bringing their total amount 
raised to $26,000. 

Johnson-Reyes, Tillman and 
RedCorn realized that making 
120 food boxes and distribut-
ing them would be too much 
work for just Tillman and Red-
Corn so they developed a $50 
credit for groceries initiative 
and allocated $6,000 for the 
event, for a total of 120 credits 
available. Their first distribu-
tion event was held at Home-
town Foods grocery store in 
Pawhuska on the morning of 
June 27.

With Tillman and RedCorn 
sacking groceries for Osage 
tribal members, around 100 
families took advantage of the 
vouchers, he said. 

“I thought the Pawhuska 
distribution went really well. I 
think the next time if we have 
an opportunity to work with 

that particular grocery store 
(Hometown) that we could 
have two aisles checkers open 
instead of one, but I thought 
the response from the Osage 
people was fantastic,” Tillman 
said. “They (tribal members) 
were wrapped around the 
whole store it seemed like at 
one point. A lot of happy fac-
es and I’m looking forward to 
this Saturday working over  
in Fairfax.”

Johnson-Reyes said he is 
putting together a survey via 

Facebook that will ask their 
members what type of Tribal 
food products they would like 
to be distributed. Their budget 
will allow for 25 households 
per district to participate in 
receiving a food box, which will 
be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis. He said de-
tails will be announced on the 
group’s Facebook page. 

“For the next distribution… 
we’ve been working with In-
tertribal Agriculture Council’s 
American Indian Foods Pro-

gram so we can source specialty 
food products from Tribal foods 
companies around the country 
to support Tribal communities 
near and far,” he said. “This 
will enable our communities 
the opportunity to try a variety 
of Tribal foods products. We’re 
hoping to be able to have prod-
ucts from 4-5 Tribal companies 
per distribution.”

For more information and 
updates, follow Osage Unity 
on Facebook.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

More than 90 Osages took part in Osage Unity’s Fairfax community event at Venture Foods grocery store on 
Saturday, July 25. Electa RedCorn (left with a blue handkerchief mask), and Osage Congress members Joe Till-
man and Alice Goodfox were on hand to volunteer.

Courtesy Photo/Dena Cosby

Osage Nation Congress members Joe Tillman and Alice Goodfox help with sacking 
groceries and overseeing the Osage Unity credits to Osage tribal members. 

Courtesy Photo/Dena Cosby

Electa RedCorn helps an Osage tribal member with their groceries to their vehicle in downtown Fairfax. 

COVID-19 testing
in Hominy

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News
The Wah-Zha-Zhe Health Center and the Osage County Health 
Department administered two types of COVID-19 tests for the

Hominy community. The drive-thru testing took place on July 8.
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Osage Nation distributing weekly food boxes as part of COVID-19 relief efforts 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Since May, hundreds of fam-
ilies and residents in Osage 
Nation communities are re-
cipients of free food boxes dis-
tributed as part of the USDA 
Farmers to Families Food Box 
program launched in wake  
of COVID-19.

The Nation’s Food Distri-
bution Program accepted the 
USDA Farmers to Families 
Food Box project on May 19 
and received an initial ship-
ment of 500 boxes from Tul-
sa-based GoFresh, said Fi 
Davis, ONFDP director. The 
cardboard boxes contain a va-
riety of dairy, fruit and veg-
etable produce available to 
community members who stop 
by the ONFDP warehouse in 
Hominy when the boxes are 
delivered.

Davis said the Nation is 
scheduled to receive shipments 
of food boxes weekly through 
August from GoFresh. Those 
boxes are available for pick-up 
at the Food Distribution ware-
house located at 20 Sun Ave-
nue in the Nation’s Industrial 
Park during business hours. 
Days and times vary.

“The Nation benefits by giv-
ing to the community and pro-
viding for the needy throughout 
the reservation,” Davis said. 
“The purpose of the program 

is to assist all that are affect-
ed by the pandemic. It certain-
ly makes families that pick up 
these boxes very appreciative.”  

To date, Davis said a total 
of 7,000 food boxes have been 
given out to Osage County 
families. He noted that on May 
12, the food box shipment in-
creased to 1,000 and half of 
the shipment started going to 
the Assembly of God Church 
in Wynona on June 30 where 
those food boxes can be picked 
up by community members free 
of charge while supplies last.

According to the USDA web-
site, the Department “is ex-
ercising authority under the 
Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act to purchase and 
distribute agricultural prod-
ucts to those in need. Through 
this program, USDA’s Agricul-
tural Marketing Service (AMS) 
is partnering with national, 
regional and local distribu-
tors, whose workforces have 
been significantly impacted 
by the closure of restaurants, 
hotels and other food service 
businesses, to purchase up 
to $3 billion in fresh produce, 
dairy and meat products from 
American producers of all siz-
es. The program will supply 
food boxes of fresh fruits and 
vegetables, dairy products, 
meat products and a combi-
nation box of fresh produce, 
dairy or meat products. Dis-

tributors will package these 
products into family-sized box-
es, then transport them to food 
banks, community and faith-
based organizations, and other 
non-profits serving Americans 
in need.”

According to GoFresh’s 
website, the Tulsa distributor 
also announced its extended 
partnership with USDA to 
continue participating in the 
Farmers to Families Food Box 
program during the months of 
July and August.

GoFresh said it delivered 
approximately 2 million food 

boxes and more than 50 million 
pounds of produce and dairy 
foods to American families 
during the months of May and 
June. Aside from the Osage 
Nation, other regional entities 
receiving food box shipments 
from GoFresh include food 
banks, nonprofit charities and 
other Native American tribes.

According to the USDA, 
two rounds of food box distri-
butions have taken place na-
tionwide since May with 35.5 
million food boxes invoiced 
in round one (May 15 -June 
30) and 13.6 million boxes in-

voiced in round two (July 1 – 
Aug. 31). 

In a July 24 USDA news 
release, the U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Sonny Perdue 
announced a third round of 
Farmers to Families Food Box 
distributions will occur start-
ing in September with comple-
tion by Oct. 31. 

For more information on 
the ON Food Distribution Pro-
gram, call (918) 287-5428 or 
visit its website at: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/food-distribu-
tion-program.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Nation Food Distribution employees and summer help distribute USDA food boxes to Osage County citizens in Hominy. 

Courtesy Graphic/USDA

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage County Commissioners selected Jackson’s Wrecking and Demoli-
tion LLC to tear down and remove the history Big Hill Trading Co. building 
in downtown Fairfax.
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Osage County Commissioners selected Jackson’s Wrecking and Demolition LLC to tear down and remove the 
history Big Hill Trading Co. building in downtown Fairfax. 

Historic Big Hill Trading 
Co. torn down and removed 
from downtown Fairfax  
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The historic Big Hill Trad-
ing Co., named after the Big 
Hill people of the Osage Na-
tion, was torn down and re-
moved in May and July after 
many attempts to save it. 

Thanks to COVID-19, ef-
forts to save the building were 
sidelined during the shutdown 
in March and April. Com-
pounded by a deadline due to 
safety issues of the crumbling 
building, the Osage County 
Commissioners voted for its 
demolition and removal after 
repeatedly tabling the issue. 

The building stood vacant 
for decades, as do many other 
buildings in Osage County, but 
a devastating 2018 tornado 
nearly wiped it out. Plus, tor-
rential rains and rough Okla-
homa weather caused the roof 
to fall in. A temporary metal 
south wall was constructed to 
keep the building from falling 
on the health clinic next door, 
but it was only a temporary fix. 

Doctors Joe and Carol Con-

ner, Fairfax residents and 
founders of the Fairfax Com-
munity Foundation, repeat-
edly made a case to save the 
building. They appealed to the 
Commissioners at their month-
ly meetings, they appealed to 
the Osage Nation Principal 
Chief, the Osage Nation Con-
gress, but time ran out. 

Now, the building that was 
a visual reminder of the town’s 
heyday and also a reminder of 
the Osage Reign of Terror, is a 
vacant lot. 

“The Big Hill, an opportuni-
ty squandered. Economic de-
velopment for Osage County 
has, for the most part, focused 
on the eastern half of the coun-
ty while the western half has 
languished. There were sever-
al chances for leaders to step 
forward and save this histor-
ic treasure, but complacency 
ruled the day,” said the Con-
ners in a statement. 

“Named after the Big Hill 
Osage people, it went on to 
play a central role in the ne-
farious ‘Reign of Terror.’ Now 
known worldwide after the 
release of David Grann’s best-

selling book, ‘Killers of the 
Flower Moon,’ and the soon to 
be made movie by the famous 
filmmaker Martin Scorsese.” 

In “Killers of the Flower 
Moon” and Dennis McAuliffe 
Jr.’s book “The Deaths of Sybil 
Bolton,” the Big Hill Trading 
Co. was once the mortuary for 
the town of Fairfax. The morti-
cian during the period of time 
the books take place regularly 
took advantage of the Osage 
people and their wealth. He 
regularly overcharged Osages 
for caskets and burials, and he 
also falsified autopsy reports, 
covering up Osage murders 
for affluent white community 
members hoping to cash in on 
their victims’ estates. 

The Conners hoped the Na-
tion would fund a memorial 
for the victims of the Reign 
of Terror and an informa-
tional site where the building 
stood. Something for visitors 
and tourists to see and take 
into account the history of the 
Osage in the area. 

They went before the Osage 
Congressional Commerce, 
Gaming and Land Committee 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

A vacant lot now sits where the historic Big Hill Trading Co. once stood.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

A vacant lot now sits where the historic Big Hill Trading Co. once stood.

in January. They were given 
five minutes to make their pro-
posal. A meeting date was not 
set to discuss the proposal any 
further by the committee. 

According to the proposal, 
the memorial would include 
history and exhibits on the 
story of Alex Tall Chief who 
built the Tall Chief Theatre; 

history about his daughter, 
Maria Tallchief, America’s 
first Prima Ballerina; the cour-
age of the first FBI undercover 
agents who exposed the Reign 
of Terror murder conspiracy; 
the chronicles of the murders 

See bIg hIll
—Continued  on Page 23
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Celestial delights in the Osage
Osage News

Comet Neowise, the Milky Way, and Mother 
Nature put on an incredible light show during 
the week of July 19th.

A few nights prior, a dark sky location had 
been scouted, with the Osage Nation Heritage 
Trail chosen as a perfect place to see the comet. 
Armed with mobile astro apps detailing when 
Neowise would rise, our Osage News designer 
Sherry Stinson, loaded up gear, prepared to 
photograph this brilliant comet. Mother Na-
ture, however, had different ideas as she filled 
the northern sky with storm clouds creating an 
impressive lightning show.

Not one to be deterred, Stinson switched 
lenses, framed up the lightning and fired away. 
After capturing several shots, she looked to-
wards the clear southern sky and saw, rising 
like a twinkling goddess, the Milky Way emerg-
ing from the inky darkness.

Incorporating the Osage Nation Heritage 
Trail architecture into her shots, the Milky 

Way didn’t disappoint as even Saturn and Ju-
piter made an appearance (they’re the two tiny 
white dots to the right of the sign, left of the 
Milky Way).

While setting the camera to auto-capture 
several shots at a time, Stinson turned around 
and in all its glory, there was Neowise, so bright 
it could be seen with the naked eye.

Shooting several images of Neowise, up close 
and with the Memorial, even Mother Nature 
was moved and provided a little lightning to 
end the night of comet-chasing.

A few nights later, Stinson went out to the 
Tallgrass Prairie in hopes of seeing Neowise 
one more time. It did appear, but already was 
showing signs of fading, so the Milky Way once 
again beckoned, ending the night with a gor-
geous panorama our photographer managed to 
capture as it spanned the night sky.

Comet Neowise is still visible with binoculars 
and expected to leave our part of the solar sys-
tem within the next two weeks, not to appear 
again for over 6,800 years. See it while you can! 

All Photos SHERRY STINSON/Osage News

TOP: The Milky Way shines brightly in the Tallgrass Prairie sky. The bright yellow areas are light pollution from 
Pawhuska city lights and an electrical station approximately 15 miles away.

RIGHT: Comet Neowise as it flies through the sky, 64 million miles from us, on its journey around the galaxy.

BELOW LEFT: Comet Neowise and a spark of lightning brighten the night sky.

MIDDLE: A lightning show earlier in the evening graced the northeastern sky.

RIGHT: The Milky Way, Saturn, and Jupiter grace the night sky over the Osage Nation Heritage Trail.

‘Help Me Understand’ virtual 
benefit show scheduled Aug. 9, 
organizers include Osage woman
Benny Polacca
Osage News

As the year 2020 progress-
es with countless newsmak-
ers regarding the COVID-19 
global pandemic and U.S. race 
relations, an Osage woman is 
part of a grassroots efforts to 
produce an Aug. 9 virtual va-
riety benefit show airing that 
Sunday evening.

The show is titled “Help Me 
Understand: Coming Together 
to Heal in 2020” and is slat-
ed to livestream starting at 6 
p.m. CST featuring performers 
from various walks of life, tal-
ents and races including Na-
tive America. 

The show’s talent acts in-
clude musicians, singers, co-
medians and dancers and its 
intent is to raise awareness 
of 12 non-profit organizations 
including the American Civil 
Liberties Union, Black Lives 
Matter and Native-focused 
organizations such as the 
Missing Murdered Indigenous 
Women (both U.S. and Cana-
da chapters) and the First Na-

tions Development Institute 
– and to encourage the public 
to directly donate to each of 
those entities.

Sheryl Gann-Hill (Osage) 
is a stand-up comedian who is 
directing the “Help Me Under-
stand” show along with fellow 
organizers and comedian per-
formers Ernie Tsosie (Navajo) 
and Ethan Herschenfeld. She 
said 25-plus acts are confirmed 
to perform during the virtu-
al show, whether live from 
their respective locations or 
via pre-recorded performances 
that will air during the show.

The show will be lives-
treamed on social media plat-
forms including the Facebook 
page “Help Me Understand: 
Coming Together in 2020,” 
which features biographies 
and photos of performing acts 
confirmed for the virtual show. 
Hill said she is still in talks 
and reaching out to other pro-
spective performers to see if 
they are interested in partici-
pating in the show that could 
stretch three-plus hours.

“This is a variety show to 

bring support and even fur-
ther awareness about the two 
biggest subjects happening in 
our country today – COVID-19 
and Racism and it ties togeth-
er our Indigenous and our 
Black brothers and sisters,” 
Hill said.

Hill, who recently lived 
in California and Albuquer-
que, N.M., started perform-
ing stand-up comedy shows in 
2016 and is also scheduled as a 
show performer during the vir-
tual show. While in New Mex-
ico, Hill performed as “Mama 
Bird the Comedian” and col-
laborated with local comedian 
Cat Savage and the duo per-
formed stand-up acts together.

Other scheduled acts in-
clude comedians Tsosie, Teresa 
Choyguha (Tohono O’odham), 
Deanna MAD (Tonawan-
da Seneca) and Adrienne 
Chalepah (Kiowa). Hill said 
Northern drum group Black 
Lodge Singers is also sched-
uled to perform, as well as Na-
vajo pianist Renata Yazzie.
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How an Osage-owned herb garden became wildly successful
Natasha Lovato
Osage News

If you’ve ever picked up a pack of 
parsley from Whole Foods, you’ve 
probably spiced up your cooking using 
Osage Gardens’ culinary herbs. Aptly 
named by Thomas Rumery, co-founder 
and Osage tribal member, he is proud 
to represent his lineage through a suc-
cessful company promoting healthy 
and organic living. 

Tom and his wife Sarah moved from 
Alaska to Colorado in 1986 and in 1992 
began their herbal love story with a to-
mato garden. As they started growing 
and selling more herbs, they realized 
they wanted to be part of the solution 
not part of the problem, thus Osage 
Gardens was born.

“We have tried to live up to our mis-
sion statement,” Tom said. “To grow 
the healthiest, most nutrient dense, 
flavorful produce in Colorado, while 
being kind to the earth, our employees 
and our customers.”

Since the early nineties, the Rum-
ery’s legacy has taken many twists 
and turns as their roots continued to 
grow and take hold. They opened more 

greenhouses and started selling at more 
farmers markets, opened two different 
spaces including The Little Red Farm 
Store and The Pumpkin Patch and fi-
nally the Osage Gardens farm location. 

Tom explained how after 25 years 
of owning Osage Gardens, the many 
changes they went through have only 
abled them to continue their mission. 
In 2018, the Rumery’s recognized the 
need for all possible space and resourc-
es to continue growing their organic 
herbs and made the decision to close 
The Little Red Farm Store and The 
Pumpkin Patch. In November 2019, 
The Rumery’s also decided it was time 
for them to sell the farm. 

“The new owner wants to keep ev-
erything exactly the same,” Tom said. 
“He wants to use our business to fund 
his non-profit and even wants to use 
my wife and I as the face of Osage Gar-
dens in the advertising.”

Although there is a new owner, that 
doesn’t change the commitment to be-
ing certified organic. 

“Along the way we have been totally 
committed to being certified organic,” 
Tom said. “No poisons are important 
for developing citizens of any culture.”

All 20 acres of Osage Gardens have 
been organically certified land since 
1999, and their commitment to pro-
vide the local community and greater 
Colorado region with a consistent year-
round supply of quality organic herbs 
and vegetables will be ongoing. 

Osage Gardens grows over 20 variet-
ies of culinary herbs with recipes that 
can be found on the website. “A family 
favorite recipe is pesto. Sarah learned 
this method from a little old basil grow-
er in Italy,” Tom said of his favorite 
recipe he’d be happy to make for fellow 
tribal members who find themselves in 
New Castle, Colorado. 

Perhaps you’ll find the Rumery’s in 
Pawhuska too. “I have been to Bird 
Creek Farm in Pawhuska and would 
like to grow tomatoes in one of their 
little greenhouses,” Tom said. He ex-
plained how he and Sarah have always 

had the goal of raising their kids and 
being closer to their Osage roots.

“The name of the farm, Osage Farm 
or Osage Gardens is because my moth-
er was born on the Osage Reservation 
in Pawhuska and is a direct descen-
dent of Chief Pawhuska. Her Father, 
Clarence Trumbly, moved the family 
to Oregon in the 1920’s. His Parents 
are Julian Trumbly and Eliza Tinker 
Trumbly,” Tom said. He explained that 
his mother hardly ever talked about 
their Osage lineage, so he is proud to 
have something to represent that part 
of his culture. 

“My son, Todd Eugene Rumery, has 
gotten very involved with the tribe and 
last June he was inducted and partic-
ipated in the dances in Pawhuska,”  
Tom said. 

The shared bond Osages have spread 
the reaches of the country, something 
the Rumery family is proud to repre-
sent with Osage Gardens. 

NATASHA LOVATO/Osage News 

Tom Rumery and his wife Sarah are found-
ers of the Colorado-based Osage Gardens, 
an organic herb company that has been 
successful in promoting health and organic 
living.

Courtesy Photo/Dance Maker Academy

The poster for the Dance Maker Academy’s spring performance Aug. 8-9 at the Constan-
tine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.

Dance Maker Academy to hold 
Spring Performance Aug. 8-9
Dance Maker Academy

Dance Maker will be performing 
variations from Swan Lake at what 
was to be their 6th Annual Spring Per-
formance at the Constantine Theatre 
on Main Street in Pawhuska. Due to 
COVID19 it was necessary to change 
the dates. Dance Maker will have ad-
ditional performances to adhere to 
safe social distancing standards. Au-
dience members will be seated with 
their families and seating will be on 
every other row of chairs. Keeping 6’ 
distancing, everyone will be ushered 
in and out. 

Performances are scheduled to be-
gin at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 8, and 3 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 9. 
Tickets for the performances are $5 for 
adults and $2 for children. Videos of 
the performances will be available for 
purchase one week following the per-
formances.

The Pawhuska and surrounding 
communities have embraced the 
academy since it opened in the spring 
of 2014 and have come to realize the 
significance and importance of the life 
skills that are taught at the academy 
alongside the dance instruction. The 
students attending the academy not 
only learn to dance, they also learn 
how to give back to their communities 
through their art, as well as the im-
portance of hard work, discipline and 
commitment. 

Jenna LaViolette, Director of Dance 
at Dance Maker Academy, received 
her ballet training in Atlanta, Geor-
gia and North Carolina School of the 

Arts. She is a graduate of Oral Roberts 
University dance program. In 2012 
she choreographed Wahzhazhe, an 
Osage Ballet that tells the extraordi-
nary history of the Osage people. She 
produced The Nutcracker Ballet in 
2017 in Pawhuska, which premiered 
at the Constantine Theatre. Jenna is 
a recipient of the Dreamstarter Grant 
from Running Strong for American 
Indian Youth which she used to take 
dance into the local public schools.

Students require community sup-
port whether through donations, au-
dience attendance, volunteers who 
help with costumes and staging, or 
even giving the students rides to 
classes. Community involvement 
along with Legacy Scholarship dona-
tions from individuals and businesses 
allow students to flourish and realize 
dreams that some did not even know 
they had. Jenna LaViolette expresses 
gratitude to all Dance Maker Acade-
my sponsors in behalf of the student 
recipients. Donors include the Osage 
Nation Foundation, Osage Casinos, 
Running Strong for American Indi-
an Youth, Artists of Indian America, 
Will and Anne Baker Jr., Jerry and 
Marlene Mosley, The Oklahoma Arts 
Council and many other amazing or-
ganizations and individuals. 

If you are interested in being a Leg-
acy Scholarship sponsor, please visit 
the website: www.dancemaker.net, 
email dancemakeracademy@gmail.
com, visit the academy: 400 Palmer 
Avenue Pawhuska, OK 74056, or call 
Dance Maker 918-704-4668.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Nation Tribal Works employees deliv-
er PPE to different departments throughout 
the Osage Nation on July 9.

Special Delivery:
PPE distribution
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Former Osage LLC chairwoman being investigated by attorney general’s office
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The Osage Nation Attorney Gener-
al’s office is investigating allegations 
of Ethics Act violations by the former 
chairwoman of Osage LLC’s board  
of directors. 

On July 29, the Office of the Attor-
ney General confirmed it is wrapping 
up an investigation into actions taken 
during Kay Bills’ tenure as board chair 
of Osage LLC and will be meeting with 
the current board members before the 
investigation results are released to 
the public.

Bills was replaced as chair in Febru-
ary and resigned from the Osage LLC 
board of directors in May. Her replace-
ment, Danny Sadler, was sworn in via 
telephone on May 29 on an interim 
basis. His appointment is subject to 
Congressional approval during the up-
coming Tzi-Zho Session in September. 

During the 2020 Hun-Kah Session, 
Osage LLC’s current board chairman, 
Frank Freeman, told the Osage Con-
gress that the company had incurred 
about $300,000 in expenses that nei-
ther he nor the other board member at 
the time, Rick Perrier, were aware of. 

Among the expenses in question was 
almost $100,000 affiliated with the 
federal grant-funded rural broadband 
project for the Grayhorse and Bowring 
communities for duplicated services 
from a subcontractor. The company in 
question has since been paid, but those 
funds are having to be made up through 
budget cuts and other contracts.

In a written statement, Freeman 
disputed previous public claims that 
the broadband project was on pace to 
finish up in the near future. 

“The broadband project was not 
on track,” Freeman said. “It was  
falling apart.”

Among the other unearthed docu-
ments that were not brought before the 

board include a contract signed by now 
former Osage LLC CEO Gina Gray for 
a business plan and an agreement with 
Southwind Construction to set up a 
joint venture limited liability company 
recognized by the state of Oklahoma. 

The Edmond-based company has 
since resigned from that joint venture 
contractual agreement but has contin-
ued to work with Osage LLC to finish 
out contracts at Tinker Air Force Base 
in Midwest City. 

“They (Southwind) are still help-
ing us clear our bond,” Freeman said. 
“They are still working with us. They 
gave us a letter resigning from the 
contractual agreement … to set up the 
LLC with the state of Oklahoma. 

“They have been very good about 
coming back and helping us finish out 
our contracts at Tinker.” 

Gray resigned as Osage LLC’s chief 
executive officer in March and could 
not be reached for comment about her 

departure. As of mid-July, she has not 
met with the board either. 

“Ms. Gray stepped away from Osage 
LLC very abruptly with no word to the 
board as to why,” Freeman said. “The 
transition has not been optimum, as 
she left with many unanswered ques-
tions, money spent without board 
approval and many business ends  
left dangling.” 

When reached for comment, Bills 
said she had not been contacted by the 
Office of the Attorney General about 
the pending investigation. 

“Ethics are a personal thing,” she 
said. “I have mine and sometimes 
they’re challenged. I don’t withdraw 
anything I did.

“For my part, I felt I did what I 
could. The Nation did not default and 
did not get sued. We paid off those 
debts and I left them with $1 million 
in cash. All they had to do was finish  
the paperwork.”

Land-into-trust applications approved for Bartlesville, Pawhuska gaming projects 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation’s land-into-trust 
applications for two parcels at Pawhus-
ka and Bartlesville are now approved 
and published in the Federal Register, 
allowing the Nation to pursue expand-
ed gaming and hotel plans at both sites.  

On June 26, Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear announced the applica-
tions’ approval and that Assistant Sec-
retary for Indian Affairs Tara Sweeney 
signed the applications that morning. 

“With these approvals the Osage Na-
tion will be able to build and operate 
new Osage Casino/Hotels in prime loca-
tions on highway property in Pawhus-
ka and Bartlesville. The lands are 100% 
paid for,” the Office of the Chiefs said 
on social media. “This is great work by 
Osage Nation employees, Osage Casino 
staff, attorneys and others from Osage 
Nation who worked with federal offi-
cials to overcome numerous challenges 
to make this happen.”

The Osage County land tracts at is-
sue include approximately 125 acres 
located two miles west of Bartlesville 

just south of U.S. 60 and 63.1 acres in 
Pawhuska at the three-way intersec-
tion of State Highway 99 and U.S. 60 
across from the El Vallarta restaurant. 
The applications were first submitted 
to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
in 2014 and 2016, respectively.   

Expanded gaming and hotel ameni-
ties on the new trust lands means the 
current long-time Pawhuska and Bar-
tlesville locations will eventually relo-
cate. The Pawhuska casino opened in 
2003 located on the Pawhuska Indian 
Village property and in 2006, the Bar-
tlesville casino opened on country prop-
erty located approximately five miles 
west of State Highway 123 and four 
miles south of U.S. 60.   

“With this action, the Osage Nation 
can now move forward on its economic 
development plans and enjoy the bene-
fits of its lands,” Sweeney said in a July 
17 statement. “I congratulate Principal 
Chief Standing Bear and the Osage 
people on this achievement. Your suc-
cess is a testament to your determina-
tion to bring greater prosperity to the 
Osage Nation now and for generations 
to come.”

In the joint statement, Standing 

Bear said: “Land is central to the Osage 
way of life. We are celebrating today 
because the approval of our Pawhuska 
and Bartlesville trust applications re-
turns some of our land to us with full 
tribal authority. Interior Assistant 
Secretary Tara Sweeney, her deputy, 
Mark Cruz, [Office of Indian Gaming] 
Director Paula Hart and Deputy Direc-
tor Maria Wiseman each deserve high 
praise for their diligent and prompt ac-
tion to approve our applications after 
they languished for nearly a decade in 
the dust bins of the federal bureaucra-
cy. Now the Osage Nation will begin 
at once to turn dirt and construct new 
amenities on these parcels that will 
help boost our region’s economic recov-
ery from this COVID-19 pandemic.”

News of the land-into-trust applica-
tion approvals comes as construction 
work on a second Tulsa Osage Casino 
Hotel tower nears the finish line. Osage 
gaming and government officials held 
a July 2019 groundbreaking ceremony 
for the 145-room tower project at the 
newer flagship gaming property, which 
opened in August 2018. 

For the Bartlesville land, Sweeney’s 
statement notes: “The Nation proposes 

to construct a casino of approximate-
ly 57,400 square feet and a hotel with 
150 rooms and approximately 11,800 
square feet of meeting space. The (In-
terior) Department is taking the prop-
erty into trust pursuant to Section 5 of 
the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA) 
and under a determination that the 
trust parcel is eligible for gaming pur-
suant to Section 20 of Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act (IGRA). The Depart-
ment also determined that the parcel 
is eligible for gaming pursuant to the 
“Oklahoma Exception” of Section 20 
of IGRA, which authorizes gaming on 
lands acquired by the Secretary in trust 
for the benefit of an Indian tribe after  
October 17, 1988.”

Sweeney also said, “the Nation will 
move its existing Pawhuska Osage Ca-
sino to 17 acres on the site and eventu-
ally replace it with a proposed casino 
and hotel project that will be located 
approximately 300 feet directly across 
Highway 99/60.”

On July 17, both Pawhuska and 
Bartlesville land acquisitions were 
published in the Federal Regis-
ter, which is the daily journal of the  
U.S. government.

All Photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

ABOVE: A street side view of the 
Bartlesville parcel off of Highway 60 
that was approved for federal trust 
status for the purposes of gaming 
on June 26.

LEFT AND RIGHT: A street side view 
of the Pawhuska parcel that was ap-
proved for federal trust status for 
the purposes of gaming on June 26. 
The parcel of land sits on the east 
side of Highway 60.
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Non-white performing co-
median and music acts com-
ing from African American, 
Jewish and Latino back-
grounds are listed on the 
show lineup showcasing the 
diversity of talents who are 
participating in the virtual 
show for free. 

“We’re making a state-
ment with the show through 
comedy and entertainment,” 
Hill said. “We’re getting to-
gether to say, ‘help me un-
derstand’ and we’re sharing 
that with you.”

When the show planning 
started, Hill said it was an 
initial effort to raise money 
– in wake of COVID-19 – for 
supplies and relief including 
drinking water to Native 
communities, including the 
Navajo reservation, where 
many families live in rural 
areas where there is no run-
ning water facilities, leaving 
people to haul in potable wa-
ter. But as 2020 continued 
and breaking news head-
lines included the high-pro-
file killings of George Floyd 
and Breonna Taylor by 
police officers and Canadi-
an police brutality reports 
against First Nations peo-
ple, then the virtual show’s 
purpose expanded.

“We’re ready to heal, we’re 
ready to put an end to this 
social/ racism pandemic and 
bio-pandemic,” Hill said. 
“This is not a one-person 
show, I’ve expressed that to 
every performer I’ve talked 
with. I told them to ‘tell the 
people this is our show.’”

Hill noted the show will 
contain adult content matter 
and all performers are par-
ticipating free of charge. Hill 
said she and the organizers 
are not accepting monetary 
donations but are encour-
aging those interested to 
directly reach out to each of 
the 12 promoted organiza-
tions and donate at least $1 
to each of them.

Those represented organi-
zations are:

1. First Nations 

Development Institute

2. Missing Murdered 

Indigenous Women 

(MMIW) – U.S. chapter

3. MMIW – Canada 

chaper

4. National Association 

for the Advancement 

of Colored People 

(NAACP)

5. American Civil 

Liberties Union 

(ACLU)

6. Dream Corps

7. SIMPLY BADD: Stop 

the Bullying

8. Color of Change

9. The Bail Project

10. Black Lives Matter

11. Collective Medicine 

Campaign (Water 

Warriors)

12. Families Belong 

Together

The “Help Me Under-

stand” virtual show will be 

broadcast on the following 

social media platforms:

• Twitter: @

ComeTogether2020

• Facebook and YouTube: 

“Help Me Understand: 

Coming Together in 

2020”

• Instagram: @

HelpMeUnderstand2020

• Twitch: 

HelpMeUnderstand2020

Hill said a second virtu-

al variety show is scheduled 

for Feb. 28, 2021. For more 

information on the “Help Me 

Understand” show, email 

helpmeunderstandbenefit-

show@gmail.com.
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another. There is great resil-
iency among our Indigenous 
nations and peoples. We stand 
together, take care of and sup-
port our relatives and commu-
nities, and do what we can to 
stay safe. These simple yet 
powerful values, imprinted on 
our DNA for centuries, have 
helped us confront and cope 
with unimaginable realities, 
illness and many other hard-
ships during the darkest of 
times. Even during this time of 
pandemic crisis we have been 
reminded to stand in solidar-
ity with our Black relatives 
as the protests and national 
reckoning around racial jus-
tice have swelled. Our #Indig-
enousFilmcommunity stands 
with #BlackLivesMatter and 
joins in the fight against white 
supremacy.

Finding New Ways to  
Tell our Stories

Indigenous peoples have al-
ways been storytellers. During 
times of the greatest adversity, 
our ancestors continued to tell 
and pass down their stories to 
younger generations by what-
ever means they had — orally 
and later on paper. Today many 

of us communicate and share 
our stories in an ever-chang-
ing digital world. In the midst 
of present-day uncertainty, we 
continue to find inspiration 
and new ways to communicate 
with one another virtually and 
to tell our stories through a 
unique Indigenous lens.

So, despite many facets 
of our everyday lives being 
turned upside down during 
this time of pandemic, what 
emerges is a different kind of 
opportunity for creativity to 
emerge and flourish. Social 
media and other digital plat-
forms are continually being 
shaped and utilized in new 
ways by artists and storytell-
ers not only to connect with 
one another but also to get our 
stories out into the world.

Our daily routines have 
changed. Our lives have al-
tered in ways that may nev-
er again be what they once 
were. The way we work indi-
vidually and as part of a team 
has changed. But throughout 
history, Indigenous peoples 
always have had to adapt to 
changing times.

Encouraging and  
Empowering Indigenous 
Filmmakers

We are finding out there is 

immense creative energy and 
vibrancy in the midst of this 
pandemic. This is an extreme-
ly challenging time for our 
Indigenous Program family. 
That’s why it’s so important 
for us to devise new and safe 
ways for us to continue coming 
together, to learn from one an-
other, and to share our work.

The Indigenous Program is 
committed to carving out safe 
and dynamic environments for 
creativity to flourish. We are 
constantly discovering new 
and exciting ways to encour-
age and empower Indigenous 
artists so they can continue 
the important work of making 
their films, telling their stories 
and, in the process, find hope, 
fortitude and healing during 
this time.

New Video Series  
Debuting Soon

Stay tuned. In the com-
ing weeks, we’ll be kick-
ing off a video series 
spotlighting Sundance Insti-
tute-supported Indigenous 
filmmakers and what they’ve 
been doing and creating over 
the past few months during the  
COVID-19 crisis.

cluding the officer election for 
the Second Speaker post. She 
asked for nominees with Good-
fox nominating Revard.

Josephine “Jodie” Revard 
(Pawhuska District) won her 
first Congressional election in 
June. She previously served as 
Deputy Director of Operations 
in the Executive Branch and 
served on the 31st Osage Trib-
al Council under the former 
government.

No other Second Speaker 
nominations were made. Pratt 
then asked for a motion for 
Revard “to be Second Speaker 
by acclamation.” Lemon then 
made the motion, which was 
seconded. All Congress mem-
bers elected Revard with a 
“yes” voice vote.

As Second Speaker, Revard 
will serve as Chief Admin-
istrative Officer of the Con-
gressional Office to manage 
day-to-day operations of the 
office and staff and she will 
serve as Chair of the Congres-
sional Affairs Committee, per 
Congressional Rules.

For the remainder of the 
special session, the Congress 
members formed its nine Con-
gressional committees with 
those assignments effective 
through the 2021 Hun-Kah 
Session. The four select and 
five standing committees are 
responsible for hearing gov-
ernment budgets and issues 
pertaining to the programs, 
departments, businesses and 
branches of the Nation. Each 
committee holds its own meet-
ings and reports back to the 
whole of Congress.

Select Committees

• Appropriations: Revard 
(Chair), Keene, BigHorse, 
Walker, Shaw and Lemon.

• Membership: Tillman 
(Chair), Pratt and Shaw.

• Congressional Affairs: 

Revard (Chair), Goodfox, 
Shaw, Stabler and Walker.

• Rules, Ethics and 
Engrossment: Keene 
(Chair), Goodfox and 
BigHorse.

Standing Committees

• Commerce, Gaming and 
Land: Goodfox (Chair), 
Shaw (Vice Chair), Keene 
(Committee representative 
for the Appropriations 
Committee), Lemon, 
Revard and Stabler.

• Education: Walker (Chair 
and Appropriations 
representative), Tillman 
(Vice Chair), Lemon, 
Maker, Potts and Pratt.

• Culture: BigHorse (Chair 
and Appropriations 
representative), Maker 
(Vice Chair), Keene, 
Revard and Stabler.

• Government Operations: 
BigHorse (Chair), 
Walker (Vice Chair), 
Shaw (Appropriations 
representative), Keene 
and Maker.

• Health and Social 
Services: Lemon (Chair 
and Appropriations 
representative), Stabler 
(Vice Chair), BigHorse, 
Goodfox, Pratt and 
Tillman.   

To see upcoming scheduled 
committee meetings, visit the 
Osage Nation website under 
“News & Events” and select 
“Events Calendar.” The Na-
tion also live streams audio of 
the meetings and sometimes 
live streams video of the meet-
ings as well.

For more information, vis-
it the Congress/Legislative 
Branch website at: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch

• 14% reported being 
stalked

• 13% had been strangled

• 7% experienced cultural 
abuse

• 5% reported their abusers 
have access to a firearm

Every month, an average of 
52 women are shot and killed 
by an intimate partner. Nearly 
one million women alive today 
have reported being shot or 
shot at by intimate partners, 
and 4.5 million women have 
reported being threatened 
with a gun. To say that these 
are alarming statistics is an 
understatement. 

Native Agencies  
Restore Trust

The need for StrongHearts 
advocates was identified by the 
National Domestic Violence 
Hotline (The Hotline) and the 
National Indigenous Women’s 
Resource Center (NIWRC). 
They noticed that despite the 
huge number of Native Amer-
icans who reported domestic 
and dating violence few were 
reaching out for help. This is 
not a coincidence.

There is an inherent lack 
of trust between non-Native 
agencies and Native people. 
Native callers prefer to speak 
with Native advocates. Strong-
Hearts callers underscore this, 
in 2019 only five callers chose 
to transfer to The Hotline 

rather than wait for a Strong-

Hearts Native advocate during  

business hours. 

For a Native-centered, em-

powerment-based approach 

that is culturally appropriate 

for Native Americans impact-

ed by domestic and dating 

violence, click on the Chat 

Now icon on this page or call 

1-844-7NATIVE (1-844-762-

8483) daily from 7 a.m. to 10 

p.m. CT. As a collaborative ef-

fort of the National Domestic 

Violence Hotline (The Hotline) 

and the National Indigenous 

Women’s Resource Center, af-

ter-hour callers can connect 

with The Hotline by choosing 

option one.

strOnghearts 
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Conrad joins Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Indian Affairs team
Osage News

David Conrad has recently 
joined the team for the Office 
of the Assistant Secretary 
for Indian Affairs Tara Mac 
Lean Sweeney, as the Direc-
tor of the Office of Public Af-
fairs in Washington, D.C.  

The Office of Public Affairs 
supports Sweeney’s office, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs and 
the Bureau of Indian Educa-
tion by providing information 
on secretarial decisions and 
actions to news media and 
other entities interested in 
Indian Affairs via news re-
leases, media relations, and 
the Indian Affairs website, 
according to BIA.gov. 

Conrad will be the prima-
ry contact within Indian Af-
fairs for journalists, writers, 
researchers and the public 
seeking general information 
about Indian Affairs’ bu-
reaus, offices, programs and 
activities; American Indians 
and Alaska Natives; federal-
ly recognized tribes; federal 
Indian laws and policies; and 
the history of federal-tribal 
relations as they relate to In-
dian Affairs.

Osage from the Pawhuska 
District, Conrad has exten-
sive experience in leadership 
roles in different organiza-
tions across Indian Country. 
He most recently served as 

the President for Osage Na-
tion Environmental Solu-
tions, LLC, and served on the 
entity’s board of directors.  

He has worked in the fed-
eral government at the De-
partment of Energy, where 
he was Director for Inter-
governmental Affairs (City, 
County, Tribal) and Deputy 
Director for the Office of Indi-
an Energy. His duties includ-
ed staffing the White House 
Council on Native American 
Affairs Energy Subgroup, 
among others. 

He also has tribal govern-
ment experience, having pre-
viously worked for the Osage 
Nation as Executive Direc-
tor for Intergovernmental 

Affairs for the Jim Gray ad-
ministration; and at the Nez 
Perce Tribe as a policy ana-
lyst in their nuclear waste 
cleanup program.  

He has served in non-prof-
it leadership roles as Execu-
tive Director of the National 
Tribal Environmental Coun-
cil, where he was a member 
of the Green Group CEO’s 
and also volunteered to sup-
port the National Congress of 
American Indians’ Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
Committee. He also served as 
the Environmental Program 
Director for the Council of 
Energy Resource Tribes. 

In local government, Con-
rad’s experience was with the 
City of Seattle, where he was 
the Tribal and Legislative Li-
aison while also serving as a 
representative of the Mayor’s 
Office to the urban Native 
American community. 

According to BIA.gov, As-
sistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs assists and supports 
the Secretary of the Interi-
or in fulfilling the United 
States’ trust responsibility 
to the Federally recognized 
American Indian and Alas-
ka Native tribes and villag-
es and individual Indian 
trust beneficiaries, as well 
as in maintaining the Feder-
al-Tribal government-to-gov-
ernment relationship.

Courtesy Photo

David Conrad is the new Direc-
tor of the Office of Public Affairs 
for the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Indian Affairs.
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The Osage Nation Child Care donated Automated External Defibrillators (AED) to local high 
school sports programs within the county on July 13, 2020. From left: Child Care Director 
Teresa Bledsoe, PHS Football Head Coach Matt Hennesy, Pawhuska Superintendent David 
Cash, and Ashlee Sellers Walker, Child Care Certification Specialist.

OKC Mayor elected Trustee of the 
United States Conference of Mayors
Osage News

Oklahoma City Mayor David Holt, 
Osage, has been elected by his mayoral 
peers as a Trustee of the United States 
Conference of Mayors.

Trustee is the highest level of lead-
ership for the Conference, which is the 
nation’s official organization for cities 
with populations over 30,000. After just 
two years in office, Mayor Holt joins 14 
other mayors as a Trustee, including 
the mayors of New York, Boston, Hous-
ton, Miami and Austin. Mayor Holt’s 
election as a Trustee is effective for as 
long as he is a mayor and makes him a 
member of the Conference’s executive 
committee.

“The U.S. Conference of Mayors is 
a special organization because it rep-
resents the cultural and economic en-
gines of our nation,” said Mayor Holt. 
“Mayors have led the way through this 
challenging 2020, and the Conference 
has never been more respected or rele-
vant. I’m honored to work closely with 
the finest leaders in our nation, and 
I’m humbled at the responsibility with 
which they have entrusted me.”

Mayor Holt also serves as Vice Chair 
of the International Affairs Committee, 
serves on the Finance and Audit Com-
mittee, and is moving up from the Ad-

visory Board, to which he was elected 
in 2019. Former Oklahoma City Mayor 
Mick Cornett served as President of the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors from 2016-
2017. Oklahoma City, which ascended 
this year to the nation’s top 25 largest 
cities by population, hosted the Confer-
ence’s annual meeting in 2010.

David Holt

scOtus 
–from Page 1

cific nature of the crime in question. 
Under the terms of the Major Crimes 
Act, states do not have jurisdiction over 
felonies committed by tribal citizens on 
Indian land, including reservations.

That related case, Sharp v. Murphy, 
was argued before the U.S. Supreme 
Court in the previous term, but a deci-
sion was deferred. 

In that case, Patrick Murphy, a citi-
zen of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, was 
convicted in 2000 by a McIntosh County 
jury for the death of George Jacobs Sr., 
also a tribal citizen. Jacobs, the ex-hus-
band of Murphy’s girlfriend, was found 
in a ditch outside of Eufaula with his 
throat slit and his genitals cut off.

Murphy’s attorneys argued that the 
assault happened on Indian land, thus 
giving prosecution authority to the fed-

eral government rather than the state 
of Oklahoma. 

The decision potentially alters which 
court systems have authority to prose-
cute what cases moving forward in the 
11 counties at least partially within the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation’s re-affirmed 
reservation. Three of Oklahoma’s larg-
est cities – Tulsa, Broken Arrow and 
Muskogee – are either partially or whol-
ly within those boundaries. 

In the majority opinion, Gorsuch ac-
knowledged the jurisdictional concerns 
raised by the state of Oklahoma, but 
pointed out that it is not uncommon 
for non-Native communities to live on 
or near a reservation and that the Ma-
jor Crimes Act only applies to certain 
crimes committed by Indigenous per-
petrators. 

“States are … free to apply their crim-
inal laws in cases of non-Indian victims 
and defendants, including within Indi-
an Country,” Gorsuch wrote.

Standing Bear: ‘Osage 
Nation needs the right 
situation’ to challenge 
reservation status
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

With the U.S. Supreme Court rul-
ing the Muscogee (Creek) Nation’s 
reservation is still intact, what does 
this mean for the Osage Nation’s res-
ervation claims?

In the case Osage Nation v. Irby, 
the Nation sought a declaratory 
judgment in District Court that all of 
Osage County was still Osage reser-
vation land and was never formally 
disestablished. The suit also sought 
a declaratory judgment on whether 
the Nation’s members working and 
residing within the Nation’s geo-
graphical boundaries were exempt 
from paying state income tax and the 
Nation sought injunctive relief pro-
hibiting the collection of income tax 
from tribal members. 

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear has said that if the Creek Na-
tion was successful at the Supreme 
Court level, he would revive claims 
that the Osage reservation was never 
formally disestablished. 

“This morning I called Chief Hill 
and congratulated the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation on their victory. 

Now, the Osage Nation has to see 
if this new case will open the door 
to undo the Osage Nation vs. Irby 
case where the Osage Reservation 
was pronounced ‘disestablished,’” 
Standing Bear said. “That terrible 
case was decided by a federal judge 
in Tulsa in 2009 and supported by 
the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals 
in 2010. The United States Supreme 
Court chose not to review the case on  
June 27, 2011.  

“Now, because of the new Creek 
case, there will be people rushing 
to the door to try to get into court, 
which could end up with the same 
result. The Osage Nation needs the 
right situation to bring the case back 
to federal court for review. Howev-
er, given the history of the issue, we 
might expect the uninformed and 
publicity seekers to once again try 
to high jack our sovereignty. I have 
been talking with our Attorney Gen-
eral and others today. I have sent a 
copy of the new case to the Speaker of 
the Osage Congress and to our Osage 
Nation Supreme Court.”

To read the 10th Circuit Court 
opinion in the case Osage Nation v. 
Irby, see: https://casetext.com/case/
osage-nation-v-irby
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Minerals Council elects new leadership; TERA task force formed
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Everything old is new again, 
including the leadership of the 
Osage Minerals Council. 

At its July 15 meeting, the 
Osage Minerals Council elect-
ed Andrew Yates chairman 
and Myron Red Eagle was 
elected second chair. 

Yates previously held the 
position during the second 
Osage Minerals Council.

The council’s bylaws require 
annual elections by the first 
July meeting, hence the vote.

“This is a whole different 
world we’re in,” Yates said. 
“I’m hoping we can pull togeth-
er and get some things done as 
a team.”

In other business, the 
council unanimously voted to 
authorize its attorney to for-
mally challenge a decision by 
Osage Agency Superinten-

dent Robin Phillips to return 
leases that were approved for 
Spyglass Energy Group, Ren-
co Energy, Gopher Oil and  
Hightower Energy. 

At the council’s previous 
meeting, resolutions were ap-
proved to extend new leases to 
Renco Energy and Gopher Oil 
whose previous leases were 
retroactively terminated with 

no prior notice. However, those 
resolutions were returned to 
the council, prompting some 
raised eyebrows. 

“For the record as one of 
eight council members, I want 
the superintendent to know 
that at least some of us feel 
not only questioned but chal-
lenge the decision for her office 
not to honor our resolutions,” 

Councilor Paul Revard said. 
“Leasing our minerals is just 
one of the functions that we 
as a council have and I was 
really surprised to see that we 
have so many wells in jeopar-
dy of being plugged by this de-
cision. I for one would like to 
challenge the superintendent’s 
decision with all due respect.”

In order to remain in com-
pliance with recommendations 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention re-
garding social distancing 
during the ongoing pandemic, 
the Osage Agency office is still 
closed to the public. Its staff, 
including the superintendent, 
are working in staggered shifts 
to answer phone calls and are 
primarily handling business 
via email. Field staff employ-
ees are still conducting site 
visits and lease inspections, 
albeit with limited face-to- 
face meetings. 

The council also approved 
the creation of a task force 
with representatives from the 
Osage Nation Congress and 
the executive branch to further 
investigate a tribal energy re-
source agreement. The coun-
cilors made a point to reiterate 
that the decision to create the 
group does not automatically 
mean a TERA will be signed – 
just researched. 

“At some point, we’re go-
ing to have to meet with the 
shareholders and talk to them 
about TERA,” Councilor Mar-
sha Harlan said. “It’s their 
mineral estate. We need to 
hear from them, even if it’s a  
listening session. 

“This is a huge change and 
modification as to how we 
would do business. I think 
that the task force should be 
directed to have a sharehold-
ers’ meeting of sorts.”

Andrew Yates Myron Red Eagle

Grayhorse Broadband Project stalls,
assessments and appraisals still needed
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Despite the pandemic, 
work is still underway to 
bring high speed internet to 
Grayhorse and Bowring area 
residents. 

On July 20, Osage LLC 
Chairman Frank Freeman 
said all three tower sites are 
now staked out for the Gray-
horse community’s portion 
of the grant-funded project. 
Once built, the towers will be 
about 90 feet tall. 

“We’ve been waiting for 
so long,” he said. “It wasn’t 
anyone’s individual fault. 
It’s just the way things  
were happening.”

A completion timeline still 
has not been set for the proj-

ect, in part because assess-
ments are still pending from 
the Osage Nation’s Histori-
cal Preservation department 
and the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Transportation be-
fore construction can start on 
the tower sites. 

“We’re still out a ways, but 
we’re getting close to being 
able to let out for bids,” Free-
man said. “That is a huge 
deal. It is going to happen.”

Land is currently being 
appraised for the second 
phase of the grant, which 
would serve residents in the 
Bowring area about 25 miles 
northeast of Pawhuska in 
eastern Osage County.

The project is funded 
through a $3 million Commu-
nity Connect grant through 
the U.S. Department of Ag-

riculture and a $450,000 
matching money appropria-
tion from the Osage Nation 
Congress. As per the USDA 
website, the grant program 
helps finance broadband de-
ployment into rural commu-
nities where it is not fiscally 
feasible for private business-
es to provide coverage.

It has been delayed 
through a combination of 
factors, including a belat-
ed agreement between the 
Osage Minerals Council and 
the Oklahoma Department 
of Transportation over right 
of way access, an extended 
federal government shut-
down and the discovery of 
the American burying beetle 
along the proposed route for 
the fiber optic cable.

Minerals Council asks
federal court for removal
of wind turbines and
monetary damages
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA — Despite 
COVID-related delays, a law-
suit over an Osage County 
wind farm is still winding its 
way through the federal court 
system.

In a July 24 response to 
claims from the Osage Miner-
als Council and the federal gov-
ernment, attorneys for Osage 
Wind, Enel Green Power North 
America and Enel Kansas ac-
knowledged in a filing with the 
Northern District of Oklahoma 
that some of the allegations 
against their clients could be 
addressed monetarily. 

However, they pushed back 
against trespassing claims 
from the Osage Minerals 
Council. 

“The trespass and continued 
trespass claims fail because no 
such claims are provided for by 
Act of Congress or exist in fed-
eral law,” Enel attorney Ryan 
Ray wrote. 

Attorneys for the energy 
companies also requested that 
the value of damages incurred 
by the mineral estate from the 
Osage Wind farm project near 
Burbank be limited to the defi-
nitions of “mining” and “miner-
al development” offered by the 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals. 

In 2017, the 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals held that the 
extraction, sorting and crush-
ing of 1.6 million cubic yards of 
minerals conducted as part of 
the efforts to dig 84 wind tur-
bine foundation pits constitut-
ed mineral development. 

The Osage Minerals Council 
and federal attorneys had pre-
viously sought a full accounting 
of the wind farm’s revenue as 
well, but were denied by Judge 
Gregory Frizzell on July 1.  

Meanwhile, legal counsel 
with both the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office and the Osage Miner-
als Council continue to seek a 
permanent injunction against 
Enel, as well as an order to 
have the turbines removed 
and monetary damages paid.

“The public interest will be 
served by a permanent injunc-
tion that prohibits defendants’ 
continued trespass because 
compliance with federal laws 
serves a significant public in-
terest,” attorney Mary Kath-
ryn Nagle wrote in a July 10 
amended complaint from the 
Osage Minerals Council. “De-
fendants failed to comply with 
federal law when they refused 
to follow the BIA’s instructions 
and obtain the requisite per-
mit, and they failed to comply 
with federal law when they 
instead entered and disrupted 
the Osage Minerals Estate and 
unlawfully excavated minerals 
therefrom in violation of 25 
C.F.R. [Code of Federal Regu-
lations]…”

As per a scheduling order is-
sued July 15 by Judge Gregory 
Frizzell, the discovery deadline 
for all parties has been extend-
ed to Dec. 18 due to the ongoing 
pandemic. Dispositive motions, 
or motions to dismiss, are due 
by Jan. 22, 2021. A trial date 
has not been set and is project-
ed to take up to 10 days should 
the case proceed that far.

(66.64 %) voting “yes” for the 
Constitution and 728 (33.36%) 
voting “no.” That year’s elec-
tion results are noted at the 
back of handheld copies of the 
Osage Constitution.

According to a June 12, 2006 
Tulsa World story on the Na-
tion’s first General Election, 
“almost 2,600 registered voters 
turned out for the tribal elec-
tion on Monday.” The story did 
not indicate how many absen-
tee ballots were counted that 
year for the inaugural election 
for the Executive Branch and 
First ON Congress offices. 

In the June 2006 election, 
five Osages ran for Principal 
Chief; two ran for Assistant 
Principal Chief and a total of 
36 Osages ran for the 12 Con-
gress seats with six designated 
for six-year terms and six with 
four-year terms to stagger the 
seats for future elections. Sev-
enteen ran for the six-year 
Congressional seats and 19 
ran for the four-year Congres-

sional seats, according to the 
May 2006 Special Edition of 
the Osage News.

Rencountre also noted the 
increase in voter turnout this 
year considering election turn-
out and interest is usually 
higher in election years when 
Executive Branch offices are 
up for election. But, with the 
COVID-19 pandemic taking 
place, the Election Office en-
couraged voters to request ab-
sentee ballots after learning 
the election cannot be moved 
considering general elections 
are constitutionally mandated 
to take place on the first Mon-
day in June during even-num-
bered years after 2010.

The election year turnout 
numbers are as follows:

• 2006 Constitutional 
Referendum Election: 
2,182 voted with 1,331 
absentee ballots counted.

• 2006 General Election: 
According to the 2006 
General Election results 
obtained from the ON 
Election office the 
total voter turnout and 

absentee voter turnout 
was not recorded, only 
the votes per individual 
running for office.

• 2010 General Election: 
2,628 voted with 1,370 
absentee ballots counted.

• 2012 General Election: 
2,124 voted with 1,056 
absentee ballots counted. 

• 2012 Special Election: 
1,479 voted with 1,024 
absentee ballots counted.

• 2014 Primary Election: 
1,798 voted with 1,077 
absentee ballots counted.

• 2014 General Election: 
2,356 voted with 1,192 
absentee ballots counted.

• 2016 General Election: 
1,990 voted with 1,032 
absentee ballots counted.

• 2017 Special Election: 
1,470 voted with 1,123 
absentee ballots counted.

• 2018 General Election: 
2,445 voted with 1,304 
absentee ballots counted.

• 2020 General Election: 
2,449 voted with 1,769 
absentee ballots counted.

absentee 
–from Page 8
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Courtesy Photo/Otoe-Missouria Tribe of Indians Facebook Page

Gov. Kevin Stitt poses for a photo with Otoe-Missouria Tribal leaders after a morning discussion on their new 
gaming compact on July 10, 2020, in Red Rock, Oklahoma. The photo was deleted from the Otoe-Missouria 
Tribe of Indians Facebook page soon after Stitt announced he had the novel coronavirus.

Courtesy Photo/Public Radio Tulsa

Gov. Kevin Stitt announces in a Zoom news conference on July 15 that he 
has tested positive for the COVID-19 virus. 

Gov. Stitt tests positive for COVID-19;
recently visits Otoe-Missouria Tribal Complex
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY — Okla-
homa set two new COVID 
firsts on July 15: largest single 
day increase in cases and first 
governor in the country to test 
positive for the virus. 

Addressing reporters via 
Zoom, Gov. Kevin Stitt an-
nounced that he tested posi-
tive on July 14 for COVID-19. 

“It feels like an achy cold, 
but am basically asymptomat-
ic,” he said. “Knock on wood, 
hopefully everything’s OK.”

The governor said he is iso-
lating himself from his wife 
and six children, who have all 
tested negative for the virus. 

Contact tracing efforts 

are underway to determine 
where the governor contracted  
the virus. 

Given that Stitt did not 
start showing symptoms until 
July 11, Health Commissioner 
Lance Frye said it was highly 
unlikely that the governor con-
tracted the virus while attend-
ing President Donald Trump’s 
rally at Tulsa’s BOK Center on 
June 20. 

Among the places visited by 
the governor within 48 hours 
prior to symptoms appearing 
was the Otoe-Missouria Tribal 
Complex in Red Rock, Okla-
homa. The governor met with 
the Otoe-Missouria Tribal 
Council and local lawmakers 
on July 9 for a breakfast meet-
ing to discuss the tribe’s new  
gaming compact. 

In an emailed statement, 
a spokeswoman for the 
Otoe-Missouria Tribe said 
event attendees were encour-
aged to wear masks, the guest 
list was limited and social dis-
tancing was incorporated in 
the seating. 

“We take the recommenda-
tions of the CDC in regards to 
the prevention of COVID-19 
very seriously and will con-
tinue to follow its guide-
lines,” spokeswoman Heather  
Payne said. 

Later that same day, Gov. 
Stitt attended a funeral at Vic-
tory Christian Church for a 
Tulsa police officer killed in the 
line of duty. Few masks and 
minimal social distancing are 
visible in the pictures from the 
event posted to social media. 

Despite testing positive, 
Stitt said he would not consid-
er implementing a statewide 
mask mandate, calling such 
a move a “can of worms” that 
would be difficult to enforce. 
He also said he does not sec-
ond guess his decision to not 
regularly wear one in public in 
light of his diagnosis. 

“Obviously, if I knew I con-
tracted it from not wearing a 
mask around someone, then 
absolutely,” he said. “But I 
don’t second guess things. I’m 
out walking outside, I’m at a 
baseball game with my kids, 
gassed up at a gas station and 
could have touched the pump. 
If you start second guessing, 
wondering all those things and 
how you got it…it’s a virus. 

It’s out there and we have to  
be cautious.” 

After the press conference, 
Oklahoma City Mayor David 
Holt announced that the Okla-
homa City Council will be con-
sidering a mask ordinance on 
Friday. Their counterparts in 
Tulsa are scheduled to do so as 
well on July 15.  

Minutes after the governor’s 
announcement, the Oklahoma 
Department of Health con-
firmed that the state’s cumula-
tive case count is now 22,813, 
a one-day increase of 1,075. 
Since July 1, the number of 
COVID cases in Oklahoma has 
increased by more than 7,000.  

“We are watching the data 
closely and it is concerning to 
us,” Frye said.

OST seeking current addresses for Osage Nation IIM account holders
Osage News

The Office of the Special 
Trustee for American Indians 
is seeking current addresses 
for Individual Indian Mon-
ey (IIM) account holders. All 
Whereabouts Unknown (WAU) 
accounts have either interests 
in lands and/or funds to be dis-
bursed to rightful owners. 

To change your address with 
the OST online, visit: https://
www.doi.gov/ost/wau

Information needed to re-
quest OST forms:

• Name of account holder 
(First, M.I., Last name)

• Current address

• Telephone number

• Address:

• Office of the Special 
Trustee (OST)

• Attn: Trust Beneficiary 
Call Center

• 4400 Masthead St., NE

• Albuquerque, NM 87109

• Call Toll Free: 1-888-678-
6836

Those individuals are:

AHMED, SHEARZ 
ANAYA, CHRISTIAN L 
ANDERS, HEATHER L 
ARATA, JACOB 
ARCHER, ALTA R 
ASH, TODD M 
BAKER, ALANA 
BAKER, FAITH 
BARKER, TRAVIS L 
BEARTRACK, STEVIE 
BEATY, LANDON W 
BEATY, NATHAN L 
BELONGIE, DEBRA G 
BIG SOLDIER, EU-
GENE DWIGHT 
BOLINGER, ANTHONY R 
BOLINGER, AVERY J 
BOLINGER, KAYBRIE A 
BURNETT, SHEENA K 
BURNS, ECHO O 
BURNS, TURK 
BURR, KEVIN W 
BUTLER, REYNA 
CAMPBELL, LASHONDA M 
CARTER, DAVID H 
CASTLE, JOANN 
CASTLE, LIANN 
CASTLE, ROSEANN FLODY 
CASTLE, UNKNOWN 
CHOUTEAU, GRAHAM 
CLARK, ALETA J 
CLARK, EDDIE 
CLAWSON, CHARLES R 

COLBAUGH, GARY G 
COWAN, MADISON S 
COWAN, SAMANTHA A 
CROWE, JAMESINA M 
CUNNINGHAM, EMMETT B 
CURTIS, LINDA 
DEALEJANDRO, TRACI E 
DENOYA, PETER A 
DEVINS, MARISSA 
DICKEY, SHAWN 
DICKEY, STEVEN R 
DIEHR, MICHELLE R 
DONELSON, DEBORAH M 
DORSEY, ALICIA 
DOTY, SHARON A 
ERWIN, ROBERT G 
FALLIN JR, JAMIE P 
FALLIN, KELLY 
FIELDS, JANIS CAROLYN 
FLOYD, JOHN M 
FOGARTY, KATHLEEN B 
FOX, TRINITY A 
FRAZIER, CODY W 
FRAZIER, MICHAEL J 
FREEMAN, MARK L 
GAINES, WESLEY 
GAINS JR, WESLEY 
GANDEE, KENNETH W 
GANDEE, MARCUS D 
GANN, CHARLES K 
GAYLOR, KYLER J 
GLENN, ABIGAIL 
GONZALES, THERESA B 
GOODEAGLE, LAURA T 
GRAVES, SONNY HOWARD 
GROCE, SUSAN M 
HANNA, JAMES A 
HARRIS, DANA 
HELMICK, ANTHONY G 
HILL, RONALD D 
HOLDING, RAEN 
MARGUERITE 
HOPPER, JESS A 
HOWARD TRUST-
EE, JOSEPHINE 
IRON, LESLEY B 
JACKSON, BETTY K 
JAKE, SUSAN N 
JOHNSON, LEE J 
JOHNSON, PATRICIA 
JOHNSON, ROBERT A 
JONES, ROSEMARY 
JUMPER, TAYLOR 
KEMBLE, CHRISTOPHER D 
KEMBLE, JONATHAN R 
KEMBLE, VICTOR L 
KOHLMEYER, DEVIN S 
KOHLMEYER, RILEY G 
KOVANDA, WYNONA R 
KRAMP, RACHEL M 
KURLOVECH, ANGELA M 
LABADIE, JOSEPH B 
LABELLE, MCKENNA L 

LASKEY, KATY N 
LECLAIR, CHASITY L 
LECLAIR, CHRISTAL 
LECLAIR, QUANNAH J 
LEECH, PAMELA A 
LESSERT, TIMOTHY J 
LESTOURGEON, DAVID 
LINDEN, LUCINDA G 
LINDSEY, CHERIE L 
LYON, LIBBY D 
MAKER, JAMIE M 
MARSHALL, KENDRA J 
MARSHALL, MICK J 
MARTIN, KAYLIE A 
MARTINEZ, MONICA M 
MARTIS, KRISTINE L 
MAYS, PAUL JEAN 
MCBETH, SHELLI M 
MCNATT, ADDISON R 
MCNATT, BILLY R 
MCNATT, SKYLAR K 
MELTON, LIONE D 
MIZE JR, JOSEPH E 
MOSES, CAROLYN E 
MOSIER, MAX H 
MOSIER, SUMMER D 
MOSIER, SYDNIE A 
NEWCOMB, FRANCES A 
NICOLARSEN, DUSTIN 
NICOLARSEN, MICHAEL 
NOTAH, SAMANTHA STAR 
NOTAH, SAVHANNA SKYE 
O’BREGON, KURT O 
PAPPIN, MICHAEL 
PARKER, KAYELA L 
POOLAW, WILLIAM H 
POST, DONALD F 
PRATT, ASHLEY 
PRYOR, BRENT M 
PRYOR, JEANETTE 
PRYOR, LEONARD W 
QUINLAN, KIERAN 
RENCOUNTRE, ALEXIS 
RHEAM, TROY E 
RIDDLE, ZAYLAN M 
RITCHEY, MARCUS A 
ROACH, SHAUNA S 
ROBERTS, SHELLY A 
SAAVENDRA, ANGELA L 
SANDERS, STACY L 
SEELY JR, EDWARD P 
SEELY, TRACI C 
SIMPKINS, COLTIN L
SIMPKINS, KEEGAN K  
SIMS, CARL M 
SIMS, KANDI 
SLOAN, MARY S 
SMITH, JESSICA M 
SNAVELY III, JAMES E 
SOKIMI JR, MICHAEL M 
SOKIMI, ISAIAH 
SOKIMI, PHILLIP A 
SPENCER, VICKI A 

SPRY, ROBERT C 
SQUIRES, JANE M 
STABLER, GEORGE O 
STABLER, JAMES A 
STAERKEL, CYNTHIA A 
STEVENS, ROBERT H 
STONE, HALEY C 
SWEARINGEN, CINDY A 
TANKERSLEY, HENRY A 

TAYLOR, KELLI 
THOMAS JR, ANDREW R 
THOMPSON, AARON E 
TRUMBLY, JAMES 
MICHAEL 
TURLEY, IDA MAY 
VEIT, BEAU D 

Two men with Osage 
roots win Quapaw
Nation election 
Osage News

Joseph Tali Byrd and Guy 
Barker, both of Quapaw and 
Osage ancestry, are the new 
Chairman-elect and Secre-
tary-Treasurer of the Quapaw 
Business Committee for the 
Quapaw Nation.

Byrd, Chairman-elect, 
holds a Juris Doctorate from 
the University of New Mexico 
School of Law and is a former 
Udall intern with the Depart-
ment of Justice.

He has nearly a decade of 
Indian gaming experience as a 
marketing manager for Down-
stream Casino Resort for the 
Quapaw Nation, and later as 
the compliance manager for 
Cherokee Nation Entertain-
ment for the Cherokee Na-
tion. He holds a Bachelor of 
Business Administration from 
Northeastern State Universi-
ty, a Master of Jurisprudence 
Indian Law from the Universi-
ty of Tulsa School of Law and is 
a proud graduate of Sequoyah 
High School.

From Tahlequah, Oklaho-
ma, Byrd is the son of the late 
Suzy Moore, Osage/Quapaw, 
and Joe Byrd, current Coun-

cil Speaker of the Cherokee 
Nation. Byrd’s Wah-Zha-Zhe 
name is Xu-Tha Zu-Tsi and 
he serves on the committee for 
the Wa-Xa-Ko-Li District.

Barker is the new Secre-
tary-Treasurer of the Quapaw 
Business Committee. 

He has a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in mechanical engineer-
ing with a specialization in 
biosystems and minor degrees 
in petroleum engineering and 
accounting. His professional 
experience is primarily in the 
oil and gas industry where he 
has worked as an oil field en-
gineer. He received his Juris 
Doctorate from Oklahoma City 
University School of Law and 
interned for the Chief Justice of 
the Oklahoma Supreme Court. 

Barker is Quapaw/Osage 
and is the son of Martha Moore 
Barker and Terry Barker of 
Tulsa. He is the grandson of 
Quapaw historian Ardina Re-
vard Moore and Dr. James 
Moore of Miami, Oklahoma. 
He is the great-grandson of 
James Osage Revard and the 
great-great-grandson of Chief 
Victor Griffin, noted Big Moon 
Roadman. His Osage name is 
Le-Mon-Zhee.

Joseph Tali ByrdGuy Barker

See names
—Continued  on Page 21
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The Only Good Indian
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News Culture Columnist

This morning, fat bands of mist 
layer the fields on Puget Island. It’s 
late July, summer has turned toward 
fall and the beginning of school. This 
year, the Wahkiakum County Fair 
re-invented itself as a virtual forum. 
Bald Eagle Days was cancelled. The 
population’s entrenched opinions on 
politics, public health policy and po-
licing exacerbate feelings of unease. 
But good things are happening. More 
and more books by Native authors 
are being published, doing the work 
that literature does. 

The Only Good Indians, a newly 
released horror novel by the prolif-
ic author Stephen Graham Jones 
(Blackfeet), is a story with such an 
engaging style and voice, that I found 
myself enjoying a genre I don’t read. 

Jones is an English professor at the 
University of Colorado Boulder and a 
mentor at the Institute of American 
Indian Arts, where I had an alumni 
seminar with him. 

When readers examined his first 
books, including Growing up Dead 
in Texas, with an anthropological 
lens, Jones switched to writing about 
werewolves. Part of the joy he brings 
is his pronunciation, the slight nasal 
tang from his West Texas upbring-
ing, which puts me where I grew up, 
my brothers in the garage remaking 
my father’s Chevy with glass packs 
and the best carburetor. 

The title The Only Good Indians 
leaves the reader to supply the last 
words of the familiar quote. It signals 
Jones’ willingness to engage with 
Native tropes and his love of horror. 
Characters you’ve come to care about 
die in this novel. Four young Black-
feet friends participate in a Thanks-
giving weekend elk hunt that goes 
wrong and changes their lives. Ten 
years later, Lewis is a mail-carrier 
married to a white woman, who has a 
habit of writing headlines describing 
himself: FORMER BASKETBALL 
STAR CAN’T EVEN HANG GRADU-
ATION BLANKET IN OWN HOME. 
He’s also a man who eats over the 
sink, so he doesn’t leave crumbs 
around. The male female relation-
ships between the characters are pos-
itive, refreshing and realistic, even as 
each of them suffers disastrous ends. 

Jones upends the expectations that 
Natives are walking cultural encyclo-
pedias. He writes Middle America 
and Indian Country with trucks, mo-
torcycles and basketball. It’s the set-
ting and solid characterization that 

allow all of this to flow seamlessly, a 
subterranean river carrying us along. 
A 14-year-old teenager who has lost a 
friend to suicide corrects the Black-
feet men offering a sweat by saying, 
“Nobody says ‘Indian’ anymore,” both 
sarcastically and wistfully. Gabe and 
Cass give it right back, “One little, 
two little, three little Natives just 
doesn’t sound right, does it?” 

The text layers these threads as 
one after another of the protagonists 
is killed, destroyed in self-inflicted 
ways by an Elk Woman. “That’s not 
even a Blackfeet thing, is it?” one of 
them observes. 

A prolific writer, Jones’ website 
says he’s written “23 or 25 books, 
300+ stories and some comic books.” 
He’s an NEA fellow with multiple 
awards across genres recognized for 
his excellence. His relative lack of 
fame has more to do with the defi-
cits of the publishing world and the 
hierarchy of genres and strictures of 
literary preference than Jones’ work 
and ability, but that’s changing now. 

The cover, a beautiful black and 
white photograph of a ghostly elk 
with the hand-printed words “a nov-
el,” pulls you into a singular read. 
Jones shines in author photos too, 
from the days when he posed with 
an axe over his shoulder, long hair 
messy to his current set with dramat-
ic lighting, a western suit jacket and 
sleeked back hair. 

See The Only Good Indians by Si-
mon & Shuster’s Saga Press, 320 
pages, $27. An audio book version 
narrated by Shaun Taylor-Corbett 
(Blackfeet), who also narrated Tommy 
Orange’s There There, is exceptional. 

We can look forward to more from 
Stephen Graham Jones, while we 
wait for more of our talented Osage 
authors’ work to make its way into 
our hands. 

Ruby Hansen Murray

 Through the
WahZhaZhe Looking Glass

All Photos Courtesy OSAGE NATION MUSEUM

Ca 1800s, T.M. Concannon, photographer. Location unknown, Osage camp. ONM Collec-
tion, gift, Mary E. Lybarger, 1938.

Date unknown, photographer unknown. Osage camp with back of Osage Agency barn in 
background. ONM Collection, gift, T.E. Gibson.

Date unknown, photographer unknown. Location unknown. Osage family in Wazhahtsi. 
ONM Permanent Collection.

Per an agreement with the Osage Nation Mu-
seum, these pthotos were purposely blurred 
as they can only be reproduced in the actual 
printed newspaper, not any other format, in-
cluding this electronic version of the Osage 
News. To see the original images, get a copy of 
the latest printed issue of the Osage News or 
visit the Osage Museum.
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Wahzhazhe

Elk Roast
Cover roast with salt, pepper, and small amount of garlic salt. 

Put strips of salt pork on top and brown in hot oven. Add hot 
water around meat, cover and cook in slow oven 2 ½ hours. Add 
sweet potatoes (peeled and halved) and cook for 1 ½ hours lon-
ger. Take potatoes up, thicken gravy. Baste meat with some of 
the gravy before serving. 

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Congratulations!
Tyler Gammill gradu-

ated in fall 2019 with a 
Bachelor’s in Accounting 
from Southwestern Uni-
versity in Texas. 

Congratulations!
Amber Taylor gradu-

ated in spring 2020 with 
a Bachelor’s in Kinesiolo-
gy from the University of 
Houston.

AUGUST 2020
August 5

Second Special Session
7th Osage Nation Congress
10 a.m.

August 8
Pawhuska JOM Program
School Supply Distribution
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Wakon Iron Hall

August 12
History of John Joseph 
Mathews Cabin
Online Event
Hosted by The Oklahoma 
Nature Conservancy
12 p.m. – 1 p.m.
To register, visit the event 
page on Facebook, titled: 
History of the John Joseph 
Mathews Cabin

August 15

Hominy JOM Program 
School Supply Distribution
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
420 S. Hamilton Road
Hominy, OK 74035

August 26
Deadline to request 
subscription for the 
September edition of the 
Osage News

SEPTEMBER 2020
September 5-6

34th Red Earth Festival
Grand Casino Hotel Resort
www.RedEarth.org or 
call (405) 427-5228 for 
additional information.

September 30
Deadline to apply for Osage 
Nation Energy Assistance 
Call (918) 287-5325
Web: www.osagenation-

nsn.gov/financial-
assistance 

OCTOBER 2020

October 12
Osage Day

October 31
2020 Census Deadline
Complete the Census 
online at: https://
my2020census.gov/
Or call 1-844-330-2020

Have an event? Send event in-
formation to the Osage News, Attn.: 
Shannon  Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax to (918) 
287-5563. Make sure to include 
event date, location, email and web 
address (if applicable) and a phone 
number where someone can be con-
tacted for validation, if necessary. 
Deadline for each subsequent issue 
of the Osage News is the 18th of ev-
ery month.

Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Congratulations to the 

Misfits 07 softball team for 
winning the USSSA Nation-
al Championships in Gulf 
Shores, Alabama, on July 25! 
Three members of the Owas-
so-based team are Osage tribal 
members and play in the 12u 
division. The team plays out of 
Owasso, Misfits 07. 

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Miss 

KaDee Ross, Osage, who is 
the new cowgirl proudly rep-
resenting Skiatook Roundup 
Club for the 74th Cavalcade 
Rodeo. KaDee is the 15-year-
old daughter of Dawnya Brown 
and KaDah Ross of Tulsa.

“Share your plan on getting 
the next generation of rodeo 
fans and competitors involved 
in our sport. The next gener-
ation of cowboys and cowgirls 
are not the contestants of 
tomorrow, they are the con-
testants of today, and they 
are always watching!” KaDee 
said in this year’s Cavalcade 
program. “So, I will contin-
ue to show good sportsman-
ship and encourage them to 

ask questions and enter this  
glorious sport!”

She said the role of a Rodeo 
Queen is to be beautiful, intel-
ligent, kind, and a representa-
tive of the sport who must take 
the time to educate fans.

“There are many great 
things to love about rodeo – 
the tradition, the history, the 
excitement, and the competi-
tion!” she said in the program. 
“The thing I love the most 
about Rodeo is the family as-
pect of it. No matter who you 
are or where you are from, in 
the sport of Rodeo, everyone 
is family, and no one is ever  
left out.”

The Skiatook Roundup 
Club organized in 1946. The 
club currently has 215 mem-
bers. Throughout the year, 
the club hosts Open Rodeos, 
Barrel Races, Bull Riders, 
and their Playdays are week-
ly hotspots of competition 
thanks to the many great 
families who support rodeo in  
Skiatook, Oklahoma

KaDee Ross

Amos Satepauhoodle

Noah Szceszinski

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Noah 

Szceszinski who has achieved 
another academic goal; a Bach-
elor of Science in Biological 
Science, Magna Cum Laude. 
Noah is the first person in his 
family to graduate from col-
lege; let alone with High Hon-
ors. His family and friends are 
so proud of him and love him 
very much.

Noah has strived for and 
reached the following four ac-
ademic degrees in less than  
six years:

• May 2018:  Associate 
in Arts - Biology (with 
Honors) from Fullerton 
College;

• May 2018:  Associate 
in Arts - Science & 
Mathematics (with 

Honors) from Fullerton 

College;

• May 2018:  Associate in 

Science - Chemistry (with 

Honors) from Fullerton 
College; and

• May 2020:  Bachelors 
of Science - Biological 
Science (with High 
Honors) from California 
State University Fullerton 
(“CSUF”).

Noah is not stopping 
there. Next, he is going for  
his Masters.

Noah is the great, great, 
great-grandson of Chief James 
Bigheart. Noah lives in Or-
ange County, CA. He loves 
family, wildlife, nature, and 
the Pittsburgh Steelers. He is 
compassionate, conscientious, 
helpful, honest, humble, intel-
ligent, trust-worthy, unassum-
ing, and much, much more.

With sincere thanks to the 
Osage Nation for its support 
and assistance throughout  
the years.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Amos 

Satepauhoodle on being select-
ed to the Oklahoma Coaches 
Association All State Team! 
The game was held Saturday, 
July 25 in Shawnee at Oklaho-
ma Baptist University.

Amos is the son of Lynette 
Satepauhoodle and the grand-
son of the late Evans Ray 
and the late Genevieve Ober-
ly-Satepauhoodle.

Top row, from left: Nani Takahashi, Keegan Walker (Hominy), Malaya 
Broadwell, Kennedy Hamilton (Osage). Bottom row, from left: Ella Jo Wal-
lace (Osage, Hominy), Maddy Crabb, Sydnee Thomas, Carly Erpelding, 
Alexis Kesterson, Charley Wheeler (Osage). 

Congratulations! 
Skiatook High School Class 

of 2020 Senior Taylor Hight is 
Bethel Bound. 

She recently graduated on 
July 17 at the Skiatook Activ-
ity Center to receive her diplo-
ma in front a small crowd and 
a handful of family members. 
She was one among 150 Skia-
took Seniors in attendance for 
their postponed Commence-
ment Ceremonies. Although 
the COVID Pandemic put a 
damper on the end of her Se-
nior Year, being able to walk 
across the stage and receive 
her diploma has allowed Tay-
lor to finally close that chapter 
of her life and she is looking 
forward to the next. 

Taylor is a member of the 
Osage Nation as well as the 
Shawnee, Delaware and Cher-
okee tribes of Oklahoma. She 
is the daughter of Brad Hight 
and Christie Duty of Skiatook, 
older sister to Brandon Hight, 
the granddaughter of Ed and 
Judy Duty of Skiatook and the 
late Judy Barnes Hight and 
Bill Hight of Skiatook. 

Taylor has received both an 
Academic and Athletic Schol-
arship to Bethel College is 
North Newton, Kansas, where 
she will continue her basket-
ball career. She finished her 
senior year in the top 20% of 
her class and received count-
less awards for basketball 

throughout her high school 
career. Among those awards 
are: 2018 All Conference, 2020 
2nd Team All Conference, two-
time Family Worship Center 
Player of the Week, 2020 Okla-
homa Basketball Association 
All Region Team, 2020 Okla-
homa Basketball Association 
All State All Star Team, 2020 
Tulsa World All World Basket-
ball Player of the Year Honor-
able Mention and 2019-2020 
Skiatook High School Female 
Athlete of the Year. Taylor 
was also the 2019/2020 team 
leader in field goal percentage, 
deflections, steals, rebounds 
and blocks. 

Taylor’s family is very proud 
of her and all of her accom-
plishments and they cannot 
wait to watch her play at the 
next level. Congratulations 
Taylor Hight, Class of 2020.

Taylor Hight

how your Native culture 
has supported your 
ideas and process as a 
screenwriter?

Selected writers for 
the Indigenous List will 
be notified of their place-
ment in Fall 2020, with 
a public announcement  
to follow. 

“We’re excited to work 
with The Black List and Il-
lumiNative to introduce The 

Indigenous List, which I be-
lieve mirrors the industry’s 
need for Indigenous stories 
told by Indigenous artists 
and filmmakers,” said N. 
Bird Runningwater (Chey-
enne/Mescalero Apache), di-
rector, Sundance Institute’s 
Indigenous Program. “This 
opportunity allows us to el-
evate voices and stories that 
can enrich our culture at this  
urgent moment.”

For more information, 
please contact Kate Hagen 
at kate@blcklst.com.

screenwrItIng 
–from Page 3

awards 
–from Page 4

Second Place: Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage News. “Rencountre 
makes history as he wins his first UFC match in Brooklyn”

NEWSPAPER B: Feature Page Layout and Design
Second Place: Sherry Stinson, Osage News. “Osage News Sep-

tember edition pg. 12”

NEWSPAPER B: Government Reporting
Third Place: Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage News. “Nation con-

tinues water rights negotiations with state of Oklahoma”

NEWSPAPER B: Entertainment Feature, Arts Criticism, 
Leisure Writing

Third Place: Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage News. “Grayhorse 
community wants to meet with filmmaker Martin Scorsese”

NEWSPAPER B: Sports Reporting
Third Place: Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton, Osage News. “Boone re-

ceives Big 12 Conference First Team honors”

NEWSPAPER B: General Photography
Third Place: Cody Hammer, Osage News. “The families of Ed-

ward Gray Jr. and Henry and Samuel Gray walk with them to 
the Pawhuska Inlonshka for their first time to dance on June 27.”

VEIT, CALAN R 
WADDLE, JUSTIN T 
WAHAROCKAH, 
GERALD G (JR) 
WALKER, JON A 
WALLER, COLE J 
WALTER FIELDS, JOHN 
WATKINS, MICHAEL W 
WEST, SHAWN D 
WHITE, ROBYN LEE 

WILKINS, WALTER WAYNE 

WILLIAMS, NICHOLAS J 

WILLIAMS, STACEY L 

WILSON, ROBERT D 

WILSON, TAMMIE J 

WOLFE, THAD A 

WOOD, DAVID V 

WRIGHT, BARBARA J 

YAHOLA JR, SAMUEL 

YOUKER, TEDDY L 

ZOTIGH, ALBERT W 

ZOTIGH, WHITEFEATHER
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August 18th
is the deadline for

all submissions for the
September issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
604 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Jason Michael Dunlap
Submitted by Family

Jason Michael Dunlap, 
29, joined Jesus in heaven 
on July 9, 2020, following an  
ATV accident. 

On October 9, 1990, Jason 
was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
the son of Michael Newell and 
Cindy Lynn (Whitehorn) Dun-
lap. Jason grew up attending 
school in Hominy from kinder-
garten through his senior year, 
graduating with the Class 
of 2009 as the Salutatorian. 
During high school, he played 
football, baseball and was on 
the track team. After gradu-
ation, Jason enrolled at the 
University of Central Oklaho-
ma, Oklahoma University, and 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
Geology from Oklahoma State 
University. He worked at GHD 
as an Environmental Scientist 
providing services to private 
and public sector clients. He 
exceeded the clients’ expecta-
tions and contributed greatly 
to their success. 

Being outdoors, fishing, 
hunting, golfing and spend-
ing time with his family and 

friends was what Jason cher-
ished. He was a loyal friend 
to everyone, and never talked 
wrong about others. His over-
powering smile and laugh will 
be missed by everyone. The 
time he spent at Deer camp, 
on the lake skiing and wake-
boarding was memorable and 
precious for him and his loved 
ones. Jason always anticipated 
others’ needs and was willing 
to help at the best of his abil-
ities. In life, Jason loved the 
time spent with family, espe-
cially at his mom and dad’s 
house up on the hill where he 
spent most of his weekends. 

Survivors include his par-
ents Mike and Cindy Dunlap 
of Hominy, Oklahoma; three 
sisters Erin Koscheski and her 
husband Todd of Pryor, Okla-
homa, Juliann Sparks and her 
husband Barry of Sand Springs, 
Oklahoma, Lizzy Orf and her 
husband Dakota of Blanchard, 
Oklahoma; his girlfriend Cas-
sandra Butler of Sand Springs, 
Oklahoma; maternal grandfa-
ther Dudley Whitehorn of Hom-
iny, Oklahoma; six nieces and 
nephews Karson, Dex, Layla, 
Major, Hadlie, Krew; his four-
legged buddy Rufus, as well 
as numerous aunts, uncles, 
cousins and friends that will 
mourn his passing. Jason was 
preceded in death by his pater-
nal grandparents Robert and 
Wray Dunlap and his maternal 
grandmother Joyce Whitehorn. 

Services were held July 13, 
2020, at the Whitehorn Fami-
ly Cemetery. Chapman-Black 
Funeral Home handled the ar-
rangements. Friends and family 
may visit an online guest book 
and memorial page for Jason at 
www.chapman-black.com.

Jason Michael Dunlap

Tristan Lee “Trit 
Dawg” Rogers
Submitted by Family

With deepest sorrow, we an-
nounce that Tristan Lee Rog-
ers, age 24, our most beloved 
son, brother, family member 
and friend left this world un-
expectedly on Friday, June 26, 
2020. Tristan was born in Pon-
ca City, Oklahoma on Wednes-
day, January 24, 1996 and 
grew up in Fairfax. He is the 
oldest of three treasured chil-
dren to Jason Lee and Carrie 
Lynn (McKinney) Rogers.  

He attended Woodland Pub-
lic Schools, graduating with 
the Cougar Class of 2014. 
During his school years Tristan 
was often affectionately called 
“Trit Dawg” by his numerous 
friends. Tristan truly enjoyed 
running, he would run all the 
streets of Fairfax and even out 
to Grayhorse. As a member 
of the high school track team 
he won many awards with 
this talent as well as a college 
scholarship. If he wasn’t out for 
a run, he could be found with a 
fishing pole in hand and a lure 
in the water. When Tristan 
received a metal detector, he 
set off to find treasures untold. 
He searched by the lake, up 
and down the highway, along 
the railroad tracks, and any 
place he thought might hold 
a secret to be uncovered. He 
attended First Osage Baptist 
Church and was an honored 
constituent of the Osage Na-
tion. His great-grandmother, 
Norma (Cox) Davis, was 
from the Eagle clan of the  
Grayhorse District.

His relationship with his 
siblings, Bridget and Carter 
was not like any other. Tristan 

was a wonderful big brother 
that taught them a lot and he 
always had their backs. He 
was a practical joker and loved 
to startle people. Although he 
was full of pranks, he was al-
ways there to help where he 
could. He never talked down to 
anyone and always had a grin 
on his face. Tristan was real-
ly a young gentleman of few 
words, never talking much. If 
Tristan did say something it 
was best to heed his advice for 
there was many a thought be-
hind his words.

Most importantly, Tristan 
had a deep love for his family 
and cherished the time they 
would spend together playing 
practical jokes on each other 
and enjoying family dinners 
together. 

Surviving are his parents; 
siblings, Bridget and Carter; 
grandmothers, Margaret Rog-
ers and Patricia McKinney; 
uncle Jimmy (Karla) Rogers, 
uncle Chad Rogers, aunt Cathy 
(Terry) Ballard, aunt Victoria 
(Ronnie) Looney, uncle Jason 
McKinney; great aunts and 
uncles, cousins, countless ex-
tended family as well as many 
forever Fairfax friends.   

Those he joins in heaven in-
clude grandfathers Dave Rog-
ers and Leonard McKinney; 
aunt Penny Looney and uncle 
Theodore McKinney.

Family and friends paid 
their respects at the Gray-
horse Chapel, southeast of 
Fairfax, on Tuesday, June 30 
and Wednesday, July 1, 2020. 
Funeral service were held in 
the chapel Thursday morn-
ing, July 2, 2020 at 10 a.m. 
with John Redeagle officiat-
ing. Interment followed at the 
Riverside Cemetery, south of 
Ralston, Okla. Pallbearers are 
Gage McKinney, Cecil Barden, 
David Rogers, Andres Barden, 
Drew Harrison and Thomas 
Looney. Honorary are Chad 
Rogers, Ray Martinez, Robin 
Walker, Jerry Butterbaugh 
and Brandon Looney.

To send condolences please 
visit www.hunsakerwootenfu-
neralhome.com.

Mack Elmer Taylor, Jr.
Submitted by Family

Mack Elmer Taylor Jr., age 
78, of Fort Worth, TX, passed 
away on June 22, 2020. He was 
born June 4, 1942, in Oklaho-
ma, to Mack Elmer Taylor Sr. 
and Roberta May (Brothers) 
Taylor. Mack served in the 
United States Navy. He was 
a proud member of the Osage 
Nation. Mack enjoyed fishing, 
playing and watching golf, 
cards, dominos, watching TV, 
and reading. He was a talent-
ed saxophone player. He will 
be deeply missed by everyone 
who loved him. 

Mack is survived by sons: 
Danny Mark Ford and wife 
Laura of Rowlett, TX, and 
John David Taylor of San Mar-
cos, TX; daughters: Marca Da-
vis and husband Jon-Don of 
Garland, TX, and Paula Marie 
McQuien and husband James 
of Keller, TX; eleven grand-
children; four great-grand-
children; and numerous other 
relatives and friends. He was 
preceded in death by his wife 

Janice Lacretia; sister Audrey 
Lois Taylor; granddaughter 
Nicole Danielle Smith; and  
his parents.

Funeral services were held 
on July 2, 2020, at Reflec-
tions at Rest Haven Funeral 
Home-Rockwall Location, with 
Lance Rodgers officiating. In-
terment followed in Health 
Cemetery. A gathering of fam-
ily and friends took place at 
the funeral home prior to the 
service. 

Terry Lance Unap
Submitted by Family

Terry Lance Unap, of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, was surrounded 
by family when he went home 
with his Lord and Savior on 
July 19, 2020. He was born 
in Tulsa on April 27, 1955, to 
Arthur Unap and Myrtle Mor-
rell-Unap. He was 65 years 
young when he went home. 

Traditional Osage services 
were officiated by David Nagle, 
John Maker and Everett Waller 
at the Hominy Indian Village 
Chapel followed by graveside 
services at Powell Memorial in  
Hominy, Oklahoma.

Pallbearers were Robert 
Unap Jr., Anthony Zion Den-
nis, Anthony Dennis, Anthony 
Kedis Unap, Timmy Goodfox 
and Andrew Unap. Honor-
ary pallbearers were Taylor 
Trujillo, Teddy Joe Trujillo, 
Peyton Unap, Joseph Unap, 
Jordan Kidder, Joe Doyle 
Goodfox, Derek Ferguson, 
Richard Lance Goodfox, and  
Darren Ferguson.

Terry retired from the City 
of Tulsa where he worked 
for over 20 years as a bai-
liff. He was greatly esteemed 
by his peers and those he  
worked with.

He loved to sing karaoke 

and Beatles tunes, go camp-
ing, and play rounds of golf 
with his brothers, cousins and 
his father-in-law. 

Terry was a talented artist 
and shared this gift with his 
children and grandchildren. 

Terry was a lifelong fan 
of OSU sports and Hominy 
Bucks football. He was so 
proud of his nephew, Peyton 
Unap, for winning a state  
championship ring. 

Terry cherished his fam-
ily and siblings and was 
very proud of his Osage and  
Kiowa Heritage. 

His children and grandchil-
dren were his priceless trea-

sures in life along with every 
one of his nieces and nephews. 
He was so proud of all their 
accomplishments and enjoyed 
attending as many events, 
birthdays, weddings and grad-
uations, as possible. He was a 
beloved father, grandfather, 
and favorite uncle to many. 

He is survived by his part-
ner, Pam McClain of Tulsa; 
daughter, Ericca Dennis of 
Tulsa; son, Anthony Unap 
of Tulsa; and his children’s 
mother, Doris Unap of Tulsa; 
twin sister, Deborah Trujillo 
of Colorado Springs; brother, 
Ronald Unap Sr. of Tulsa; and 
grandsons Zion Dennis, An-
thony Unap Jr., Nixon Unap, 
Boston Unap, Ace Acker; and 
granddaughters, Aven Den-
nis and Amari Dennis, along 
with many aunts, cousins, 
nieces and nephews whom he  
loved dearly. 

Terry is preceded in death 
by his maternal grandparents, 
Robert Morrell and Grace 
Penn-Morrell; paternal grand-
parents, Tennyson Unap and 
Lizzie Bigbow; mother, Myrtle 
Morrell-Unap and father Ar-
thur Johnson Unap; brothers, 
Alfred Unap, Arthur Unap Jr., 
Andrew Domebo Unap Sr., 
Amos Goodfox, Robert Unap 
Sr., and David Unap.

David Anthony Brave
Submitted by Family

David Anthony Brave, 61, 
passed from this life on July 5, 
2020, in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

David was born on October 
11, 1958, in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. David was the son of 
Frank Pyahhunkah and Mary 
Lenora (Shannon) Brave. Da-
vid initially started school in 
Overland Park, Kansas, later 
moving to Hominy during his 
Junior year, graduating with 
the Class of 1977. While grow-
ing up, David was an incred-
ible athlete participating in 
baseball and football. He was 
a member of the Nathan Hale 
State Championship baseball 
team in 1976. Following high 
school, David attended NSU 
as well as OSU. In 1980, David 
joined the United States Ma-
rine Corps and trained in re-
connaissance while stationed 
in the Philippines. Following 
his three-year term, David 
returned to Hominy. David 
worked as a chef in many 
establishments, including 
locations in Jackson Hole, Wy-
oming; Washington State, as 
well as for the Shell Corpora-
tion in Houston and Louisiana 
at their offshore drilling sites. 

David loved sports. His fa-
vorite teams were the Okla-
homa Sooners, Kansas City 
Chiefs, and the Kansas City 
Royals. David loved playing 
golf and spending time with 
his family. Watching westerns, 
especially John Wayne, was 
also a pastime. David enjoyed 
making meat pies and deliv-
ering them to his friends and 
family. He was also the type of 
person that would never meet 
a stranger. David had a great 
appreciation for his Osage her-
itage serving on the Pawhuska 
War Dance Committee. David 

would spend countless hours 
bead working Indian crafts.

Survivors include his wife 
Debbie of the home, children 
Kimberly Brave of Hominy; 
Phillip Brave of Tulsa; Mary 
Katherine Lobo and her hus-
band Joel of Tulsa; Desiree 
Brave Jones of Kaw City, Okla-
homa; Chancellor Brave of 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma; moth-
er Mary Brave of Pawhuska; 
three siblings Julie Stand-
ing Bear and her husband 
Geoffrey of Pawhuska; Dina 
Dixon of Hominy; Joe Don 
Brave and his wife Rebecca of 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma; five 
grandchildren Spencer, Alex, 
Maudie May, Tiger, Phillip Jr. 
and a host of nieces, nephews, 
relatives, and friends. He was 
preceded in death by his father 
Frank Brave; two sisters Bon-
nie Brave and Lenora Brave.

A rosary was held July 7 at 
Wakon Iron Chapel. An Osage 
service was held on July 8 
and Everett Waller officiated. 
Catholic services followed at 
the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church with Father 
Donovan officiating. Inter-
ment followed at the Pawhus-
ka City Cemetery, followed by 
an Osage meal. 

Tristan Lee “Trit Dawg” Rogers

Mack Elmer Taylor Jr. Terry Lance Unap

David Anthony Brave
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Osage Nation Ranch is 
seeking a part-time, tem-
porary business manager 
to begin in August. Train-
ing will be provided prior 
to the current manager’s 
departure. Must be able 
to be present in the office 
located in Pawhuska, an-
swer Business phone, use 
Gmail, various computer 
programs (mostly Word 
and Excel), filing and orga-
nization, and attend board 
meetings. Please email 
questions or send resumes 
to osagenationranchllc@
gmail.com. Osage prefer-
ence will be applied

bIg hIll 
–from Page 12

including work by Osage au-
thors McAuliffe Jr. and the 
late Charles Red Corn. The 
book “Killers of the Flower 
Moon” and the upcoming film 
of the same name. Joe Conner, 
Osage, envisioned a welcome 
and visitors center with ame-
nities like a restaurant, gift 
shop and bookstore. The price 
tag for the Nation would be 
around $300,000, with a pri-
vate donor pledging $200,000 
toward the project.

“Fairfax will become a desti-
nation for thousands who want 
to know more about what hap-
pened here in the 1920s,” said 
the Conners in the statement. 
“That cultural and historic 
tourism has the potential to 
give this area, and the coun-
ty in general, an unheard of 
boost to the quality of life for 
residents here.”

OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/
application-form. Appli-
cants are welcome to attach 
a resume and/or cover letter 
in addition. Please note that 
all applicants tentatively se-
lected for employment with 
the Osage Nation will be 
required to submit to a uri-
nalysis to screen for illegal 
drug use. Employment will 
be contingent upon drug 
test results. OSAGE/VETER-
AN/INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verifica-
tion of preference must be 
included with application. 
For questions please con-
tact Taryn Crawford, Osage 
Nation Employee Recruit-
ment Specialist at (918) 287-
5445 or email tcrawford@
osagenation-nsn.gov.

Teacher Assistant – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Performs 
para-professional educational 
work in planning, preparing, 
and implementing a WELA 
Program for young children and 
their families. Assists the lead 
teacher in a cooperative and 
professional manner. Drives 
school bus or assists as bus 
monitor daily.

Archaeologist – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. Staff Archae-
ologists provide support to the 
THPO for identification, preser-
vation, and protection of Osage 
cultural resources in the field 
and assist with Section 106 
compliance review of undertak-
ings on the Osage Nation Reser-
vation and on Osage ancestral 
lands across 618 counties in 15 
states.

Family Coordinator – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. The Fam-
ily Coordinator will promote 
coordination and integration of 
family-centered care to ensure 
participation and involvement 
of the entire family. He/she will 
provide and maintain quality 
helping services to clients, and 
will assist clients in their at-
tempt to reach individual treat-
ment goals.

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship – Hominy, 
temporary full time. The Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed 
to provide Osage students with 
work experience in their cho-
sen field of study. The program 
is designed to serve enrolled 
members of the Osage Nation 
with a minimum of 61+ hours 
completed in an accredited col-
lege or university degree pro-
gram. The intern program also 
accepts applications from stu-
dents who are enrolled in their 
final 9 weeks of vocational tech-
nology programs. Applicants 
are required to carry a 2.5 or 
higher-grade point average in 
the semester previous to appli-
cation. Please review the ONE 
Higher Scholarship Handbook 
for limitations and incentives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers

BARTLESVILLE

Surveillance Officer – Bartles-
ville, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for pro-
tecting all Osage Casino assets 
and maintaining the integrity 

of gaming in the Osage Casinos 
utilizing all Surveillance equip-
ment and floor observations. 
This employee sole responsibili-
ty is to observe and report. The 
Employee must perform all du-
ties in accordance with the in-
ternal policies, procedures, and 
controls, as well, as applicable 
laws and gaming regulations. 

Main Bank Cashier – Bartles-
ville, regular full time. Respon-
sible for distributing banks to 
internal guests of internal de-
partments as well as dropping 
these banks with accuracy. Pro-
tects company assets issued to 
them while dealing with guests, 
in an efficient and courteous 
manner.

Food and Beverage Supervisor 
– Bartlesville, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of 
the Food and Beverage Man-
ager, manages day-to-day su-
pervision of food and beverage 
operations which includes point 
of sale transactions, quality, 
guest satisfaction, and invento-
ry of stock.

Shift Supervisor – Bartlesville, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for the overall effective and 
efficient supervision of all ca-
sino floor shift operations as as-
signed by the reporting senior.  

Guest Service Representative 
–Bartlesville, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
providing casino visitors with 
maximum guest satisfaction.

Regional Count Team Atten-
dant – Bartlesville, regular full 
time. Responsible for retriev-
al of currency boxes and table 
game drop boxes, emptying 
drop boxes once they are deliv-
ered to the count room and en-
suring accuracy of daily count 
operations. Performs all duties 
at multiple properties in accor-
dance with Company core val-
ues, the objectives of the Osage 
Nation, internal policies, proce-
dures and controls, as well, as 
applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

HOMINY

Regional Count Team Atten-
dant – Hominy, regular full 
time. Responsible for retriev-
al of currency boxes and table 
game drop boxes, emptying 
drop boxes once they are deliv-
ered to the count room and en-
suring accuracy of daily count 
operations. Performs all duties 
at multiple properties in accor-
dance with Company core val-
ues, the objectives of the Osage 
Nation, internal policies, proce-
dures and controls, as well, as 
applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

PAWHUSKA

Regional Count Team Atten-
dant – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. Responsible for retriev-
al of currency boxes and table 
game drop boxes, emptying 
drop boxes once they are deliv-
ered to the count room and en-
suring accuracy of daily count 
operations. Performs all duties 
at multiple properties in accor-
dance with Company core val-
ues, the objectives of the Osage 
Nation, internal policies, proce-
dures and controls, as well, as 
applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

PONCA CITY

Guest Service Representative 
–Ponca City, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
providing casino visitors with 
maximum guest satisfaction.

C-Store Supervisor – Ponca 
City, regular full time. Under 
general supervision of the Hos-
pitality Manager, provides basic 
oversight of staff and C-Store 
operations during a specific 
shift. Follows cash handling 
procedures and other duties as 
necessary to ensure a smoothly 
run shift. Ensures satisfaction 
and safety of customers.

Maintenance Technician – Pon-
ca City, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for the 
overall maintenance, plumbing, 
and electrical components of 
the building and grounds. 

Security Officer – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 

able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

C-Store Cashier – Ponca City, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the C-Store Su-
pervisor. Provides excellent 
customer service for all internal 
and external customers. Sells 
and services customers by uti-
lizing knowledge of company 
products. 

SAND SPRINGS

Security Supervisor – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. 
Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment 
for employees and guests. Su-
pervises shift operations as 
assigned by the reporting se-
nior including, but not limited 
to: providing leadership to as-
signed staff, ensuring effective 
internal and external communi-
cations, exercising appropriate 
judgment and decision-making 
skills, and ensuring that all de-
partmental and staff activities 
are monitored and performed 
as efficiently and effectively as 
possible.

Casino Services Agent – Sand 
Springs, regular part time. Re-
sponsible for distributing mon-
ey to gaming guests via check 
cashing, credit card advances, 
conversion of chips and coins, 
and gaming tickets into cur-
rency. Responsible for provid-
ing support and service to club 
members and other casino visi-
tors to ensure maximum guest 
satisfaction. Responsible for 
promoting the success of the 
Club Osage, by assisting guests 
through the membership pro-
cess, and explaining the bene-
fits of membership and details 
of on-going promotions and 
events. Protects company as-
sets while dealing with the pub-
lic in an efficient and courteous 
manner.

Count Team Attendant – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for retrieval of cur-
rency boxes and table game 
drop boxes, emptying drop box-
es once they are delivered to the 
count room and ensuring accu-
racy of daily count operations. 
Performs all duties at multiple 
properties in accordance with 
Company core values, the ob-
jectives of the Osage Nation, in-
ternal policies, procedures and 
controls, as well, as applicable 
laws including but not limit-
ed to the USA Patriot Act, and 
gaming regulations.

Security Officer – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. Protects company 
assets and provides a safe en-
vironment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

Armed Security Officer – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Protects 
company assets and provides a 

safe environment for employees 
and guests. This position re-
quires a welcoming disposition 
and both strong communication 
and interactive skills, as this 
is the first Osage Casino Em-
ployee to greet visitors and an-
swer phones.  To perform this 
job successfully, an individual 
must be able to perform each 
essential job duty satisfactorily.

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the EVS Super-
visor, the EVS Attendant is 
responsible for cleanliness of 
all property public areas both 
inside and outside the casino. 
Responsibilities include vacu-
uming, mopping, window wash-
ing, restroom cleaning, trash 
removal, office cleaning, back 
of house area cleaning, exteri-
or cleaning of electronic games, 
re-stocking supply shelves, and 
completes other duties as as-
signed.

SKIATOOK 

Maintenance Technician – Ski-
atook, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for the 
overall maintenance, plumbing, 
and electrical components of 
the building and grounds. 

Hotel Room Attendant – Skia-
took, regular part time. Under 
direct supervision of the Ho-
tel Housekeeping Supervisor, 
transfers clean and dirty linens 
and trash to/from laundry and 
room attendants’ cart. Assists 
with stocking other items as 
needed within the hotel. En-
sures cleanliness of Hotel Guest 
Rooms, Banquet Rooms and 
common areas. Responsible for 
moving furniture, boxes, stock-
ing and re-stocking shelves, 
and trash removal.

Bartender – Skiatook, regular 
part time. Under general su-
pervision of the Beverage Su-
pervisor, maintain the bar area. 
Provides excellent customer 
service in a timely manner. 
Prepare all drink orders, deliv-
ers and refills drink orders, and 
responds to quest questions and 
requests. Handle all payment 
transactions accurately.

Security Officer – Skiatook, reg-
ular part time. Protects compa-
ny assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

Security Officer – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

TULSA

Front Desk Supervisor – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Under gener-

al supervision of the Front Desk 
Assistant Manager, oversees 
the activities of the front desk, 
valet/transportation and reser-
vations for guests.

Food and Beverage Supervisor- 
Nine Band, Tulsa, regular full 
time. Under general supervi-
sion of the Food and Beverage 
Manager, manages day-to-day 
supervision of food and bever-
age operations which includes 
point of sale transactions, qual-
ity, guest satisfaction, and in-
ventory of stock. 

Security Officer – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. Protects company 
assets and provides a safe en-
vironment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.

Armed Security Officer – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Protects 
company assets and provides a 
safe environment for employees 
and guests. This position re-
quires a welcoming disposition 
and both strong communication 
and interactive skills, as this 
is the first Osage Casino Em-
ployee to greet visitors and an-
swer phones.  To perform this 
job successfully, an individual 
must be able to perform each 
essential job duty satisfactorily.

Cage Supervisor – Tulsa, reg-
ular full time. Responsible for 
the overall effective and effi-
cient coordination and supervi-
sion of the Cage Department on 
shift and/or as assigned by the 
reporting senior.

General Ledger Clerk – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for properly performing finan-
cial activities related to gener-
al ledger accounts functions in 
a timely manner as assigned. 
This list of duties and respon-
sibilities is illustrative only of 
the tasks performed by this po-
sition and is not all-inclusive.




