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Osage Nation 
mourns passing 
of WWII veteran 
Charles Edward 
Lookout Jr.
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

World War II vet-
eran Charles Edward 
Lookout Jr. passed 
away on May 6, 2020, 
in Tulsa at the age  
of 97. 

Lookout was born 
on Dec. 29, 1922 on 
the Lookout Farm in 
Pawhuska. His par-
ents were Charles 
Lookout Sr. and Sa-
die Miller Lookout. 
His Osage name was 
Che-topa (Four Lodg-
es). He graduated from 
Chilocco High School 
in 1941.

After graduation he 
enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy at the age of 19 
and traveled to San 
Diego, California for 
basic training. He 
served in the Navy 
from 1942-1946 as a 
Machinist Mate Third 
Class on the night 
fighter carrier the USS 
Saratoga CV-3 in the  
Pacific theater. 

The Saratoga sup-
ported the Battle of 

Iwo Jima and was 
struck by three Japa-
nese kamikaze planes 
and five aerial bombs 
on February 21, 1945, 
according to John Fry’s 
book, “USS Saratoga 
CV-3.” The Sarato-
ga suffered extensive 
damage and 123 men 
lost their lives aboard 
the ship and 192 were 
wounded. Seventy air-
craft were destroyed, 
and the Japanese re-

Courtesy Photo

Charles Lookout Jr., World 
War II veteran who served 
in the U.S. Navy passed 
away on May 6, 2020, at 
the age of 97.
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Federal judge to determine legality
of gaming compacts with two tribes
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY 
— Gov. Kevin Stitt is 
asking a federal judge to 
determine exactly who 
has the power to expand 
the terms of Oklahoma’s 
gaming compacts. 

In a motion filed May 
29 with the Western 
District of Oklahoma, 
attorneys for Gov. Stitt 
requested that Judge 
Timothy DeGuisti put 
mediation on hold with 
nine tribes and decide 
whether he has the au-
thority to unilateral-
ly sign off on new or 

amended compacts offer-
ing Class III games cur-
rently not allowed under 
state law.  

Gov. Stitt signed 
new compacts in April 

with the Otoe-Missou-
ria Tribe and Comanche 
Nation. As of May 31, 
those agreements are 

KTUL Channel 8

The Comanche Nation and Otoe-Missouria Tribe signed new 
gaming compacts with Gov. Kevin Stitt in April.

Three Osage Nation Congressmen re-elected; three new members elected
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage voters re-elect-
ed Joe Tillman, RJ 
Walker and John Maker 
as Osage Nation Con-
gressmen and select-
ed three new members 
in the June 1, 2020  
General Election.

According to unofficial 
results, Jodie Revard re-
ceived the highest vote 
count at 1,366; Tillman 
finished second with 
1,205 votes; Pam Shaw 
finished third with 1,019 
votes; Walker placed 
fourth with 1,013 votes; 
Billy Keene placed fifth 
with 991 votes and Mak-

er finished sixth with  
877 votes.

All six Osages will join 
the six other incumbents 
to serve on the Seventh 
ON Congress when they 
take their oaths on In-
auguration Day sched-
uled July 11 at the Tulsa 
Osage Casino Hotel. 

Voters also passed a 
Constitutional amend-
ment question (ONCR 
18-20) which places lim-
its of five office terms on 
Osage officials who are 
elected, appointed and 
retained by election in all 
three branches. 

A separate Constitu-
tional amendment ques-
tion (ONCR 19-07) 
asking voters whether 

the Principal Chief and 
Assistant Principal Chief 
should run for office on a 
combined ticket failed. 

Election results are 
unofficial until the 
Wahzhazhe Elections 
Board votes to certify 
them at a later date.

Election Supervisor 
Alexis Rencountre an-
nounced the unofficial 
results shortly after the 
Election Day workers 
and board members ar-
rived at the Osage Min-
erals Council Chambers 
at approximately 11:15 
p.m., which is more than 
three hours after the 

6th ON Congress votes to hold removal trial 
for Congresswoman Shannon Edwards
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

A removal trial will 
take place for Congress-
woman Shannon Ed-
wards on June 23. 

The 6th Osage Nation 
Congress called itself into 
a 9th Special Session to 
conduct the trial, which 
will begin at 10 a.m. in 
the legislative chambers 
in downtown Pawhuska, 
according to the special  
session proclamation. 

Congress members 
who signed the proclama-
tion were Scott BigHorse, 
Alice Goodfox, Brandy 
Lemon, Archie Mason, 
Angela Pratt, Second 
Speaker Paula Stabler, 
Speaker Joe Tillman and 
RJ Walker. Members of 
Congress who did not 
sign the proclamation 
were Edwards, John 
Maker, Eli Potts and  
Maria Whitehorn.

The motion for removal 
comes after an investiga-
tion by the Congressio-
nal Select Committee of 
Inquiry after Edwards 
accepted the appointed 
office of Appellate Judge 
in the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation and took an oath 
of office.

Nine members of Con-
gress voted in favor of 
the trial, and three mem-
bers voted “no.”

Members of Congress 
voting “yes” were Good-
fox, Lemon, Maker, 
Mason, Pratt, Second 
Speaker Stabler, Walk-

er, BigHorse, Speaker 
Tillman.

Members of Con-
gress voting “no” were 
Edwards, Potts and 
Whitehorn.

The motion for remov-
al, made by Congress-
woman Angela Pratt and 
seconded by Congress-
woman Brandy Lemon, 
included two counts. 

The language of the 
motion is as follows: 

“I, Angela M. Pratt, a 
member of the 6th Osage 
Nation Congress, here-
by move to remove Con-
gresswoman Shannon 
Edwards from office by 
removal trial in accor-

dance with Article XII of 
the Osage Nation Consti-
tution and the Rules of 
the Osage Nation Con-
gress, for actions that 
warrant removal for 
cause, and such allega-
tions are set forth herein:

1. “Congresswoman 
Edwards, while 
sitting on the Osage 
Nation Congress 
as an elected 
official, accepted 
the appointed office 
of Appellate Judge 
in the Yavapai-
Apache Nation and 

Courtesy Photo

The 6th Osage Nation Con-
gress will hold a removal 
trial for Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards on June 
23 at 10 a.m.

Osage News

The 2020 Unofficial Elections Results for the 7th Osage Nation Congress.

Joe Tillman (incumbent) John Maker (incumbent)RJ Walker (incumbent)Pam ShawJodie Revard Billy Keene
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See absentee
—Continued  on Page 3

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Minerals Councilman Everett Waller was the first voter in the 2020 Osage Nation General Election. He 
said, “We must follow the guidance of the Election Board and wear masks and gloves.” Voters were allowed one 
at a time and were given gloves, a face mask and their temperatures were taken.

Osage election officials 
set Election Day 
COVID-19 precautions
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With COVID-19 coro-
navirus concerns still at 
issue, the Wahzhazhe Elec-
tions Board and staff set 
precautionary measures 
for in-person voting during 
the 2020 Osage Nation  
General Election.

Those COVID-19 precau-
tions include requiring vot-
ers to wear masks and gloves 
to enter the polling place 
at the Osage Nation Civic 
Center in Pawhuska. The 
Election Office designated 
officials to screen voters for 
potential fevers and signs 
of illness by taking tem-
peratures at the entrance. 
Election officials selected 
the Civic Center earlier this 
spring so its larger space 
can be arranged to keep so-
cial distancing measures in 
place as recommended by 
health entities including the 

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.  

According to the Election 
Day procedures, voters will 
be asked questions of wheth-
er they feel sick or whether 
they have been around any-
one with COVID-19. Voters 
will also receive a free mask/ 
gloves to proceed with check-
ing in with election workers 
to receive their ballot to vote 
at booths set apart for dis-
tancing measures.

Those who do have a fe-
ver or do not wish to wear 
a mask/ gloves can request 
voter assistance. Election 
workers will assist by de-
livering a ballot and pen to 
those individuals at their ve-
hicle to vote. 

These procedures are 
among several recommenda-
tions for Election Day prepa-
rations that the Election 
Board and staff received af-
ter consulting with Dr. Ron 

All Photos BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Election Supervisor Alexis Rencountre carries a metal box 
containing the absentee ballots sent to the Pawhuska Post Office for vot-
ing in the 2020 General Election. See more photos on page 3.

Absentee ballots retrieved from post 
office for 2020 General Election
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation election offi-
cials retrieved the absentee 
ballots mailed to the Pawhuska 
Post Office at 11:40 a.m. to be 
transported to the Civic Center 
where the June 1 Election Day 
polling place is located.

With an Osage Nation police 

escort, the absentee ballots 
mailed in for the 2020 Gen-
eral Election were collected 
in a metal box at the post of-
fice. An ONPD officer “shall be 
present whenever voted bal-
lots are transported to verify 
chain of custody,” according 

See PRecautIOns
—Continued  on Page 22

electIOn Results 
–from Page 1

polling place closed at the ON 
Civic Center.

Afterward, the waiting 
crowd of candidates, their fam-
ilies and fellow community 
members applauded the re-
sults and extended well-wishes 
and congratulatory comments 
to each other as Rencountre 
attached printed copies of the 
results to the Chambers Build-
ing front windows.

According to the unofficial 
results, a total of 2,449 Osag-
es voted in the 2020 General 
Election. 

Rencountre said 537 Osages 
voted in-person June 1 on Elec-
tion Day. During May 29-30 
early voting days, a total of 143 
voted. Minus in-person voters, 
the remainder of marked bal-
lots came from 1,769 absentee 
voters.

The 2,449 voters total for 
2020 is only four shy of the 
2,445 total ballots cast in 
the 2018 General Election. 
According to the 2016 Gen-
eral Election results, a to-
tal of 1,990 Osages voted  
that year.

Unofficial 2020 General 
Election Results and number 
of votes received are:

Osage Nation 
Congress

1. Jodie Revard – 1,366
2. Joe Tillman (incumbent) 

– 1,205
3. Pam Shaw – 1,019
4. RJ Walker (i) – 1,013
5. Billy Keene – 991
6. John Maker (i) – 877
7. Maria Whitehorn (i) – 

855
8. Michael Kidder – 782
9. Amanda Proctor – 754

10. Mary Jo Pratt – 741
11. Michael Bristow – 737
12. Jim Trumbly – 737
13. Shannon Edwards (i) – 

718
14. Melissa Dailey – 599
15. Colt Herren – 596

Osage Constitutional 
Amendment Questions

Constitutional amendment 
questions require 65% of the 
“yes” vote in order to pass, ac-
cording to the 2006 Osage Con-
stitution.

• ONCR 18-20: Shall the 
Constitution of the Osage 
Nation be amended to 
limit the elected officials 
and officials appointed, 
confirmed and retained 
by election to five terms of 
office?

Yes – 1,846 (75.38%)
No – 544 (22.21%)
Undervoted – 2.41%

Prior to the election, those 
who hold offices in the ON 
Executive Branch (Principal 
Chief and Assistant Princi-
pal Chief) and Congress each 
have four-year terms with no 
term limits. For the Judicial 
Branch, the Principal Chief 
initially appoints the three 
Supreme Court Justices and 
Chief Judge for the ON Trial 
Court and each judge serves 
an initial four-year term – fol-
lowing a Congressional confir-
mation vote – and is subject to 
retention by Osage voters to 
serve another four-year term 
with no term limits.  

• ONCR 19-07: Shall Article 
VII, Section 3 of the 
Constitution of the Osage 
Nation be amended to 
add language requiring 
candidates for Principal 
Chief to run for office with 
a candidate for Assistant 
Principal Chief on a 
combined ticket?

Yes – 1,407 (57.45%)
No – 981 (40.06%)
Undervoted – 2.49% 

Osage News

The 2020 Unofficial Elections Results for the two proposed amendments to the Osage Nation Constitution.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The crowd reacts and raises their hands as 
the results of the 2020 Osage Nation Gener-
al Election are read aloud on June 1.

See more Election Night photos on pages 14 
and 23.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

ON Election Supervisor Alexis Rencountre reads off the 
results of the 2020 Osage Nation General Election on 
June 1, 2020.
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Individuals and businesses donate to 2020 Osage Congressional candidates
Benny Polacca
Osage News

All 15 candidates seeking 
Osage Nation Congressional 
office in the 2020 General Elec-
tion submitted their first cam-
paign reporting statements to 
the Wahzhazhe Elections Of-
fice by the May 15 deadline.

The Election Board re-
viewed then certified all 15 
statements and those docu-
ments are available for view 
on the Election Office website. 
All 15 individuals are seeking 
Congressional office in the 
June 1 General Election for six 
open seats in the Legislative 
Branch with four-year terms.

All candidates are required 
to submit two statements to 
the Election Office at least 
15 days prior to the election 
date and a second statement 
is due within 15 days after the 
election, according to the ON 
election rules. The statements 
must report all the candidate’s 
donations from individuals, 
corporations, LLCs or any 
business entity whether orga-
nized by state, tribal or federal 
charter. The statements must 
also report the candidate’s 
campaign expenditures from 
the beginning of the campaign 
up to the statement filing date.

The following is a list of 
donations listed on the first 
round of campaign reporting 
statements submitted by the 
2020 candidates.

Michael Bristow
Self-donations: . . . . . . . . $306
Individual monetary  
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . $5,950
Anonymous donations: . . $330
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . . $6,586

Individual In-kind donations: 

• Flora Quinata: One 
Pendleton blanket valued 
at $300 for raffle drawing. 

Individual donors:

• Robin Bristow: $2,500 and 
$3,000

• Raymond McClain: $100

• Cherri Riding In: $50

• Rodney Burris: $100

• Trena Baker $100

• Debbie Cheshewalla: 
$100

Melissa Dailey
Self-donations: . . . . . . . $1,900
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . . $100  

Anonymous donations: . . . . $0
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . . $2,000

In-kind donations:

• Amos Dailey: Facebook 
campaign page work ($160 
value). 

Individual donors:

• Harry and Pauline Red 
Eagle: $100

Shannon Edwards  
Self-donations: . . . . $5,457.56
Individual monetary dona-
tions: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0
Anonymous donations: . . . . $0
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . $5,457.56
Individual donors:  . . . . . . . $0

In-kind donations:

• Cindy Free: Three Osage 
voter registry request 
purchases ($15 value). 

Colt Herren
Self-donations: . . . . . . . . $315
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . . $140
Anonymous donations: . . . . $0
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . . . $455
In-kind donations: . . . . . . . $0

Individual donors:

• Alice Goodfox: $140

Billy Keene
Self-donations: . . . . . . . $2,535
Individual monetary
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . $1,020
Anonymous donations: . . . $60
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . . $3,615
In-kind donations: . . . . . . . $0

Individual donors:

• Debbie Cheshewalla: 
$100

• Harmony Fuller: $60

• Bobby Davis: $100

• Katie Free: $100

• Denise Keene:$460 and 
$200

Michael Kidder
Self-donations: . . . . . . . . $403
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0
Anonymous donations: . . . . $0
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . . . $403
In-kind donations: . . . . . . . $0
Individual donors:  . . . . . . . $0

John Maker
Self-donations: . . . . . . $861.25
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . $1,125
Anonymous donations: . . $375

Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . $2,361.75
In-kind donations: . . . . . $100

Individual donors:

• Mr. and Mrs. Prather: 
$200

• Sandra Akins: $25

• Jim and Helen Norris: 
$100

• Dr. Steve Pratt $50

• George Shannon: $50

• Jim Perrier: $100

• Nita West: $50

• Debbie Tiger: $50

• Steve Tisdale: $50

• Charles Maker: $100

• Cherri Riding In: $100

• Bruce Bear: $250

Mary Jo Pratt
Self-donations: . . . . . . . . $240
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . . $510
Anonymous donations: . . . . $0
Business entity 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . $129.98
Total donations: . . . . . $879.98
In-kind donations: . . . . . . . $0
Individual in-kind
donations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0

Individual donors:

• Margo Gray: $30

• Dana Bear: $30

• Scott Lohah: $100

• Darren Henson: $50

• Dr. William Shunkamolah: 
$100

• Ira Hight: $200 

Business entity donation:

• The Buckin’ Flamingo: 
$54.99 and $74.99

Amanda Proctor
Self-donations: . . . . . . . . $865
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Anonymous donations: . . . . $0
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . . . $965
In-kind donations: . . . . . . . $0

Individual donors:

• James Ryan Jr.: $100

Jodie Revard
Self-donations: . . . . . . . $2,440
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . $2,640
Anonymous donations: . . . . $0
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . . $5,080
In-kind donations: . . . . . . . $0

Individual donors:

• John Henry 
Mashunkashey: $500

• Jim Ryan: $100

• Shawn Cass: $200

• Jeanna Red Eagle: $100

• William Fenton: $200

• Geoffrey Standing Bear: 
$100

• Susan Forman: $200

• John Jech: $40

• Mark and Celeste Davis: 
$500

• Patricia Ann Revard 
Family Trust: $500

• Paul Yates: $200

Pam Shaw
Self-donations: . . . . . . . $1,000
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . $5,010
Anonymous donations: . . $100
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . . $6,110

In-kind donation:

• John Shaw: Cake for 
announcement dinner 
valued at $110.69

Individual donors:

• Joan Wooten: $500

• Belinda Kliesen: $100

• Stacy Laskey: $500

• Jerry and Beth Shaw: 
$300 and $2,000

• Dr. Ronald Shaw: $200

• Cecelia Tallchief: $50

• George Pease: $500

• George Neff: $200

• Chuck Tillman: $200

• Toni Lynn Marshall: $100

• Danette Daniels: $100

• Traci Phillips: $100

• Tim Tallchief (deceased): 
$20

• Vicki Looney: $40

• King Bowman: $100

Joe Tillman
Self-donations: . . . . . . . $3,500
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . . $800
Anonymous donations: . . . . $0
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . $$4,300
In-kind donations: . . . . . . . $0

Individual donors:

• George Pease: $500

• Nancy Keil: $100

• Carla Brown: $100

• King Bowman: $100

Jim Trumbly

Self-donations: . . . . . . $604.55
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . $2,020
Anonymous donations: . . . . $0
Business entity 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . $3,000
Total donations: . . . $5,624.55

In-kind donation:

• Catherine Pearson for two 
charges of graphic design 
services with total value of 
$1,000

Individual donors:

• Susan Forman: $500

• Nancy Trumbly Benthien: 
$300

• Toya Trumbly Paynter: 
$100

• Georgann Tallchief: 
$500

• John Henry 
Mashunkashey: $100

• Johnnie Ray Smith: 
$20

• Jim Ryan: $100

• Angela Spence: $400

Business entity donations:

• Tah-Wa-He Corporation: 
$1,000, $500 and $1,500

RJ Walker
Self-donations: . . . . . . . $1,810
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . $1,250
Anonymous donations: . . $100
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . . $3,160
In-kind donations: . . . . . . . $0

Individual donors:

• Mark and Celeste Davis: 
$1,000

• Eddie and Vickie Moler: 
$150

• Calvin and Tracy Easley: 
$100

Maria Whitehorn
Self-donations: . . . . . . . $2,410
Individual monetary 
donations: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0
Anonymous donations: . . . . $0
Business entity donations: $0
Total donations: . . . . . . $2,410

In-kind donations:

• Dudley Whitehorn for 
website/ domain services 
valued at $60

For more information on 
the 2020 candidate campaign 
reporting statements, view 
PDFs of the submitted docu-
ments at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-
we-do/elections/campaign-re-
porting-statements.

to the Election Office policies  
and procedures.

Election Supervisor Alexis 
Rencountre, along with Elec-
tion Board member Terry Ha-
zen arrived at the post office 
shortly after 10 a.m. for re-
trieval of the ballots, but post 
office staff was not finished 
sorting the morning mail. The 
election officials, along with 
accompanying ONPD Officer 
John Drexil, returned to the 
Civic Center pending an up-
date from the post office when 
the mail would be ready for 
pick-up.

They returned to the post 

office shortly after 11:30 a.m. 
Rencountre signed for the 
metal box, which was locked 
immediately after it was re-
leased. Hazen recorded Ren-
countre as she attached two 
padlocks to secure the box  
for transport.  

Drexil carried the box to his 
cruiser for transport to the ON 
Civic Center for the absen-
tee ballots to be counted with 
in-person ballots. 

By 1:39 p.m., Rencountre 
said 200 Osages voted during 
Election Day in-person voting.

As of May 28, the Election 
Office reported that it received 
1,651 absentee ballots. The 
Election Office received mail-
ing updates from Business 
Reply Mail Post Office post-

age reports. Absentee voters 
are instructed to mail their 
marked ballots in postage-paid 
envelopes supplied with the 
absentee ballot.

In April, the Election Office 
mailed a total of 2,921 absen-
tee ballots to voters who re-
quested them and to those 
on the permanent absentee  
voter list.

Also, the Election Office re-
ported voter turnout at 143 
who came to the May 29-30 
early voting days. On May 29, 
a total of 83 voted and 60 voted 
on May 30.

The complete number of 
absentee ballots and voting 
breakdown will be published 
in the July edition of the  
Osage News.

Osage Nation Election Supervisor Alexis Rencountre prepares to lock the 
metal box containing absentee ballots for transport to the 2020 General 
Election polling place for processing from the Pawhuska Post Office. Elec-
tion Board member Terry Hazen records the pick-up process done with 
an ON police escort.

The metal box containing Osage Nation absentee ballots is locked for 
transport to the Osage Nation Civic Center for processing in the 2020 
election on June 1.

All Photos by
BENNY POLACCA

Osage News

LEFT: Osage Nation Police 
Officer John Drexil carries 
the metal box containing 
absentee ballots from the 
Pawhuska Post Office with 
Election Board member Ter-
ry Hazen and ON Election 
Supervisor Alexis Rencoun-
tre on June 1.

absentee 
–from Page 2
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SCOI recommends removal trial for Congresswoman Shannon Edwards
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Congressional Se-
lect Committee of Inquiry 
has issued its report to the 
6th Osage Nation Congress, 
recommending a remov-
al trial for Congresswoman  
Shannon Edwards.

“... there exists a sufficient 
evidentiary basis that a Motion 
for Removal of Congresswom-
an Shannon Edwards is war-
ranted under the Osage Nation 
Constitution ...,” according to 
the report. “... on grounds she is 
disqualified under Article VI, 
§ 5 of the Osage Constitution, 
for having held ‘any other trib-
al office under another Indian 
nation during his/her term of 
office.’”

The committee’s May 14 
report and the accompanying 
334-page appendix was com-
piled by the committee’s legal 
counsel Barrow & Grimm, P.C. 
The report details the investi-
gation and focuses on the Con-
stitution, Osage News articles 
and a paid advertisement by 
Edwards, her emails to Con-
gress members, the Yavapai-
Apache Constitution and tribal 
laws, and interviews.

The controversy began in 
January after Edwards sent 
a press release to the Osage 
News Editorial Board about 
her appointment as an asso-
ciate appellate justice for the 
Yavapai-Apache. Along with 
the release was a photo of Ed-
wards with Yavapai-Apache 
officials shortly after taking 
an oath of office. After the 
News published the report, 
community members made al-
legations that Edwards had vi-
olated the Osage Constitution 
by accepting the position.

“The Congressional Select 
Committee of Inquiry report 
contains many falsehoods. For 
example, it misidentifies pub-
lic proceedings and inaccurate-
ly attributes other members’ 
statements to me. The so-
called evidence consists most-
ly of inadmissible hearsay. 
The recommendation ignores 
longstanding precedent set by 
Congress when it knowingly 
allowed both the current Chief 
and former Assistant Principal 
Chief to hold appointed posi-
tions to other Indian Nations 
while serving as Osage Nation 
officials,” Edwards wrote in an 
email on May 18. “The entire 
process points to a predeter-
mined political outcome by an 

illegally constituted Commit-
tee. Rather than conduct hear-
ings and gather documents 
themselves, the Committee 
apparently delegated their 
responsibilities to outside 
attorneys. These attorneys 
state they were constrained 
by deadlines that were arbi-
trary and coincide with the 
upcoming election. Nobody 
did a thorough investigation, 
and the Committee concocted 
a rule to keep others from wit-
nessing these shortcomings. 
The unwarranted cost and the 
damage to our government 
institutions is inexcusable in  
my opinion.”

Osage attorneys
According to a paid adver-

tisement in the April edition of 
the Osage News, Edwards said 
she accepted the appointment 
with the Yavapai-Apache be-
cause two other Osage attor-
neys had served other tribes 
while they held office and she 
was following precedent. She 
said she did not realize there 
was a problem when she ac-
cepted the appointment.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear, who is an at-
torney, and his general coun-
sel Terry Mason Moore both 
had similar issues arise that 
were both later resolved.

According to the report, 
in 2014, then-Congressman 
Standing Bear was cleared to 
serve as the Pawnee Nation’s 
Attorney General. An opin-
ion was issued by then-Osage 
Nation Attorney General Jeff 
Jones that said the Pawnee 
Constitution does not classify 
their AG as a tribal office. The 
Pawnee classified their AG as 
a contractor and thus Stand-
ing Bear was able to serve the 
Pawnee in that capacity.

Also, in 2014, Mason Moore 
was appointed as assistant 
principal chief by then-Prin-
cipal Chief Scott BigHorse af-
ter John Red Eagle had been 
removed from office as prin-
cipal chief. According to the 
election code, when the office 
of the assistant principal chief 
is vacant, the appointee is con-
firmed by Congress.

At the time of her appoint-
ment and confirmation, Mason 
Moore held office as a Supreme 
Court Justice for the Pawnee; 
Supreme Court Justice for the 
Santee Sioux Nation of Ne-
braska; and Judge Pro Tem for 
the Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community in Minneso-

ta. At the time, Congresswom-
an Edwards was serving as 
the chair of the congressional 
Rules and Ethics Committee 
and was in charge of vetting 
Mason Moore.

On April 3, 2014, Day 4 of 
the Hun-Kah Session, Ed-
wards presented the issue of 
Mason Moore’s possible con-
stitutional violation because 
she held office for other trib-
al nations. The members of 
Congress debated the issue 
for over an hour, according to 
the recording of the meeting. 
The members of Congress said 
they knew it was a violation 
for Congress members to hold 
office for other tribal nations, 
but they did not know if it was 
a violation for the assistant 
principal chief to do so.

The result was Mason Moore 

was instructed by Edwards to 
take a sabbatical from her ser-
vice to the other tribal nations 
to avoid possible violations of 
the Constitution if she contin-
ued to serve in those judge-

ships, according to Mason 
Moore.  

8th Special Session,  
June 2, 2020

At the written request of 
2/3 members of the Congress, 
a special session has been 
called for June 2, the day af-
ter the general election. The 
sole item of business is to con-
sider the “Motion for Removal 
of Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards.” The vote will deter-
mine whether Congress will 
conduct a removal trial or not.

The session begins at 10 
a.m. The members of Congress 
who signed the proclamation 
are BigHorse, Alice Goodfox, 
Brandy Lemon, John Maker, 
Archie Mason, Angela Pratt, 
Paula Stabler, Joe Tillman 
and RJ Walker. The three 
members who did not sign the 
proclamation are Edwards, Eli 
Potts and Maria Whitehorn.

Further comment
Whitehorn offered a state-

ment as to why she did not 
sign the proclamation for the 
8th Special Session:

“Election Day is June 1, a 
day when the Osage People 
will use their voice to make 
the decision of who will serve 
as their Congress Members 
by their vote. The Preamble of 
the Constitution states: ‘This 
Constitution, created by Osage 
People, hereby grants to every 
Osage citizen a vote ...’ I choose 
to defer to the Osage People’s 
decision in this matter because 
in my oath I said, ‘the pow-
ers of the office flow from the 
Osage People and Wah-Kon-
Tah,’” she wrote in a May 15 
email. “Their vote authorizes 
my actions and the People are 
so near to a vote I want to hear 
from them. I strongly believe 
the body of Congress should 
yield to the voice of the People 
and let them be heard on June 
1. My position would be the 
same for any elected official 
concerning removal this close 
to Election Day.”

Whitehorn was appointed to 
serve on the Select Committee 
of Inquiry that recommended a 
removal trial for John Red Ea-
gle on July 12, 2013. Red Eagle 
was removed in late Janu-
ary of 2014, approximately a 
month-and-a-half before the 
March primary election of that 

year of which he had filed his 
candidacy for re-election and 
was disqualified as a result of 
his removal. 

Potts offered his statement 
as to why he did not sign the 

proclamation for the 8th Spe-
cial Session:

“On June 2nd, Congress 
should be focused on how to 
better serve the Osage Peo-
ple in these uncertain times. 
Instead, a few members of 
Congress have been able 
to push the removal agen-
da on an issue that will re-
solve itself on election day.  
That’s unfortunate.

“Long standing Congressio-
nal rules have protected ALL 
elected officials from expedited 
removal- those rules have now 
been largely ignored. Addi-
tionally, rules that have been 
invalidated by the Supreme 
Court were utilized to tell a 
story to the Osage people in 
preparation for the coming 
election. Meanwhile an alleged 
criminal action committed by 
another incumbent Member 
of Congress also standing for 
re-election has been reported 
to the Congress. To date, the 
report to Congress has failed 
to be reviewed by the Con-
gressional Rules and Ethics 
Committee and has somehow 
managed to stay hidden from 
the public.

“There seems to be an infat-
uation with removal proceed-
ings. The damage caused to 
our government when political 
agendas are allowed to rule in 
place of established Congres-
sional Rules, the guidance of 
the Supreme Court, and our 
Osage Constitution cannot  
be understated.

“The Osage People are for-
tunate enough to have an es-
tablished government that 
conducts free elections. I en-
courage all Osages to exercise 
their right to vote in the elec-
tion this June.”

The alleged criminal ac-
tion Potts is referring to is 
an Incident/Offense Report 
filed with the Pawhuska Po-
lice Department on Feb. 28 on 
Walker for Burglary/Larceny/
Theft – From Motor Vehicle. 
According to the report, the 
incident happened at Walker’s 
residence in Pawhuska. There 
were no charges filed and the 
reporting officer deactivated 
the report after follow up, ac-
cording to the report.

The News asked Walk-
er what happened, he said 

SCOI Recommendations to Osage Nation Congress
1. The allegations set 

forth in the Motion 
to Form are stated 
with sufficient clarity 
and detail to enable 
the Committee to 
make a finding there 
exists a sufficient 
evidentiary basis that 
a Motion for Removal 
of Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards 
is warranted under 
the Osage Nation 
Constitution, Article 
XII § 3, due to her 
malfeasance in office 
and/or inability to meet 
qualifications to serve 
in the Osage Nation 
Congress, on grounds 
she is disqualified 
under Article VI, § 5 of 
the Osage Constitution, 
for having held “any 
other tribal office under 
another Indian nation 
during his/her term of 
office.”

2. The allegations set 
forth in the Motion 
to Form are stated 
with sufficient clarity 
and detail to enable 
the Committee to 
make a finding there 
exists a sufficient 
evidentiary basis that 
a Motion for Removal 
of Congresswoman 

Shannon Edwards 
is warranted under 
the Osage Nation 
Constitution, Article 
XII § 3, due to her 
malfeasance in office 
and/or inability to meet 
qualifications to serve 
in the Osage Nation 
Congress, on grounds of 
violation of Article IX of 
the Osage Constitution 
(Oath of Office):  “...In 
doing so, I will always 
uphold and defend the 
Constitution of the 
Osage Nation, so help 
me God.”

3. The allegations set 
forth in the Motion 
to Form are stated 
with sufficient clarity 
and detail to enable 
the Committee to 
make a finding there 
exists a sufficient 
evidentiary basis that 
a Motion for Removal 
of Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards 
is warranted under 
the Osage Nation 
Constitution, Article 
X § 3, due to her 
malfeasance in office 
and/or inability to meet 
qualifications to serve 
in the Osage Nation 
Congress, on grounds of 
violation of Article X, §§ 

2-4 and 9 and the Osage 
Nation Code of Ethics: 

a. § 2: In the performance 
of the duties, all offi-
cials and employees 
of the Osage Nation 
shall comply with all 
laws and regulations 
of the Osage Nation 
not in conflict with this 
Constitution (see also 
ONCA § 6-201, 202);

b. § 3: All tribal officials 
and employees of the 
Osage Nation shall 
avoid even the appear-
ance of impropriety 
in the performance of 
their duties ... (see also 
ONCA § 6-201, 202);

c. § 4: ... Tribal officials 
and employees shall 
fully and in a timely 
manner disclose any 
conflicts, real or ap-
parent, that might be 
seen to influence their 
judgment in the per-
formance of their du-
ties (see also ONCA § 
6-201, 202);

d. § 9: The Osage Nation 
Code of Ethics shall be 
applicable to all politi-
cal subdivisions of the 
Osage Nation includ-
ing members of the 
boards, commissions 
and other bodies.

Supreme Court dismisses Edwards 
lawsuit for lack of jurisdiction 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Supreme 
Court has dismissed Congress-
woman Shannon Edwards 
lawsuit for lack of subject mat-
ter jurisdiction, eight days af-
ter it was filed.

SCO-2020-01 was filed on 
May 12 against Chief Justice 
Meredith Drent, Associate 
Justice Elizabeth Lohah Ho-
mer, the Osage Nation Con-
gress, Speaker Joe Tillman, 
the Select Committee of Inqui-
ry, and its chairperson Con-
gresswoman Alice Goodfox. It 
was dismissed on May 20.

According to Edwards’ 26-
page petition, she asked the 
Supreme Court to enforce a 
2014 ruling that invalidated 
certain provisions of the Con-
gressional Rules that govern 
its removal process. 

Along with the cost of attor-
ney fees, Edwards asked the 
court to rescind the appoint-
ment of the Congressional Se-
lect Committee of Inquiry and 
to issue an “immediate Show 
Cause Order to the Osage Con-
gress as to why it should not 
be restrained from undertak-
ing any Select Committee of 
Inquiry proceedings.” 

In the 6-page dismissal 
signed by all three Justices, 
under Article VIII, section 2 
of the Osage Constitution, the 
Supreme Court “may hear ap-
peals, compel inferior Courts 
or their officials to act in ac-

cordance with the law, and 
exercise such other jurisdic-
tion as may be conferred by 
statute.” The Supreme Court 
also presides over declarato-
ry judgment cases between 
the Legislative and Executive 
branches of government, to 
resolve disputes and interpret 
language in the Constitution. 

Edwards is also the original 
sponsor of the 2012 Declar-
atory Judgement Act, which 
grants the Supreme Court lim-
ited original jurisdiction.

“The petition before us 
meets none of these criteria. 
The petition does not allege a 
dispute between the Legisla-
tive and Executive branches 
and does not seek a declarato-
ry judgment,” according to the 
dismissal. “Rather, it seeks 
injunctive relief in a dispute 

between Petitioner, in her in-
dividual capacity as a Member 
of Congress, and, among oth-
ers, the Osage Congress and 
Osage Supreme Court.” 

The dismissal also ad-
dressed the fact that Edwards 
sued two of the three sitting 
Justices, leaving only Justice 
Drew Pierce. This caused the 
Supreme Court to apply the 
“rule of necessity,” which in 
common law principle requires 
a judge “to continue to preside 
over a matter even where that 
judge has an interest in the 
matter and where there is no 
provision for calling another 
judge to preside over the mat-
ter in a court of last resort.”

The Osage News asked Ed-

OSAGE NEWS/File Photo

Osage Nation Supreme Court
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Osage Impact compiles
attendance record for
Congressional incumbents
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Impact, a local 
grassroots organization, com-
piled the attendance record 
of the Congressional incum-
bents running in the 2020 
Osage Nation General Elec-
tion. They are Congresswom-
en Shannon Edwards, Maria 
Whitehorn and Speaker Joe 
Tillman and Congressmen 
John Maker and RJ Walker. 

The Congress reinstat-
ed its public posting of at-
tendance records on Oct. 1, 
2019. The record compiled by 
Osage Impact is from the pe-
riod of Dec. 8, 2015 to June 
17, 2019.

During that time period: 

• Edwards was absent 41 
days and late 11 days. 

• Maker was absent 27 
days (Maker had surgery 
before the 2019 Hunkah 
Session and missed the 
session) and late one 
time.

• Walker was absent 10 
days and late twice.

• Tillman was absent 4 
days and was never late.

• Whitehorn was absent 1 
day and was late twice. 

Osage News has verified 
the document, and below are 
the results by year: 

2015
Total Days missed during 
Two Special Sessions

• Shannon Edwards: 3 
absences

• John Maker: 0 absences
• RJ Walker: 1 absence
• Maria Whitehorn: 0 

absences
• Total Days missed 

during the Hunkah and 
Tzi-Zho Sessions

• Shannon Edwards: 4 
absences

• John Maker: 2 absences
• RJ Walker: 0 absences
• Maria Whitehorn: 0 

absences

2016
Total Days missed during 
Eight Special Sessions

• Shannon Edwards: 1 
Late, 7 absences

• John Maker: 1 absence
• Joe Tillman: 0 absences
• RJ Walker: 1 absence
• Maria Whitehorn: 0 

absences

Total Days missed during 
the Hunkah and Tzi-Zho 
Sessions

• Shannon Edwards: 4 
Late, 1 absence

• John Maker: 2 absences

• Joe Tillman: 0 absences
• RJ Walker: 1 absence
• Maria Whitehorn: 0 

absence

2017
Total Days missed during 
Six Special Sessions

• Shannon Edwards: 8 
absences

• John Maker: 1 absence
• Joe Tillman: 1 absence
• RJ Walker: 1 absence
• Maria Whitehorn: 0 

absences

Total Days missed during 
the Hunkah and Tzi-Zho 
Sessions

• Shannon Edwards: 1 
Late

• John Maker: 1 absence
• Joe Tillman: 1 absence
• RJ Walker: 2 Late, 3 

absences
• Maria Whitehorn: 1 Late, 

1 absence

2018
Total Days missed during 
Five Special Sessions

• Shannon Edwards: 4 
absences

• John Maker: 0 absences
• Joe Tillman: 0 absences
• RJ Walker: 1 absence
• Maria Whitehorn: 0 

absences

Total Days missed during 
the Hunkah and Tzi-Zho 
Sessions

• Shannon Edwards: 2 
Late, 5 absences

• John Maker: 1 Late, 1 
absence

• Joe Tillman: 0 absences
• RJ Walker: 2 absences
• Maria Whitehorn: 0 

absences

First half of 2019 
Total Days missed during 
One Special Sessions

• Shannon Edwards: 6 
absences

• John Maker: 0 absences
• Joe Tillman: 0 absences
• RJ Walker: 0 absences
• Maria Whitehorn: 1 Late

Total Days missed during 
the Hunkah Session

• Shannon Edwards: 3 
absences

• John Maker: 19 absences 
(absent due to surgery)

• Joe Tillman: 2 absences
• RJ Walker: 0 absences
• Maria Whitehorn: 0 

absences
 

[Editor’s Note: This article 
was published online on May 
28, 2020.]

Osage Minerals COunCil

Minerals Council discusses 
lower headright checks for 
September and December
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The Osage mineral estate 
is still feeling the effects of 
the one-two punch of the 
COVID-19 virus and low gas 
prices. 

At the May 20 Osage 
Minerals Council meeting, 
Chairman Everett Waller 
announced that the June 
payment will be $2,950 for a 
full headright and acknowl-
edged that checks for Sep-
tember and December may 
be smaller thanks to the 
spring production glut that 
sent oil prices plummeting 
and left producers scram-
bling for storage space. 

“We know that the com-
ing months are going to be 
a trying time for our Osage 
shareholders,” he said. “We 
are going to try to be disci-
plined and come back with 

the best we can for Septem-
ber and December.”

Since bottoming out in 
early March, oil prices have 
started rebounding, with 
West Texas Intermediate 
trading at $33.49 per barrel 
as of May 20. Storage space 
at Cushing and Coffeyville, 
Kansas, has slowly begun to 
open up as well, but is still 
at a premium.

In response to questions 
from multiple producers, a 
guidance letter dated May 
14 from the Osage Agency 
asks lessees to submit writ-
ten requests for producing 
wells to be shut in rather 
than just walking away. The 
requests will be considered 
on a case by case basis.  

“The Osage Agency based 
on the pandemic … the agen-
cy has had to allow individ-

See Omc
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Congress passes resolution 
authorizing $9.1 million
PPP loan for Osage Casinos
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation 
Congress met for its seventh 
special session on May 6 to 
pass a resolution authoriz-
ing the Gaming Enterprise 
Board to sign a $9.1 million 
loan for Osage Casinos to 
participate in the Paycheck  
Protection Program.

On May 1, Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear issued 
an executive proclamation 
calling for the special session 
to consider the sole special 
session item, which required 
Congressional approval due to 
the loan amount, as well as a 
limited waiver of sovereign im-
munity required by the lender, 
which is Bank of Oklahoma.

The approved resolution 
– ONCR 20-18 sponsored by 
Congressional Speaker Joe 
Tillman – references the Na-
tion’s state of emergency de-
clared by Standing Bear in 
March as the COVID-19 coro-
navirus pandemic spread, 
which prompted a weeks-long 
closure of ON government of-
fices to the public and Osage 
Casinos management closed 
all seven casino properties as 
well for spread precautions.  

At the federal level, the U.S. 
Congress passed the Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security Act, which allocated 
billions of dollars for assis-
tance to eligible businesses, 
states and municipalities 
also in March. As part of the 
CARES Act, the PPP was es-
tablished as a small-business 
loan program to keep workers 
employed amid the pandemic. 

GEB Chairman Mark 
Simms sent Standing Bear a 
letter announcing “Osage Ca-
sinos were approved to receive 
$9.1 million under the (PPP) of 
the Small Business Adminis-

tration as a loan under the fed-
eral CARES Act. The loan is 
forgivable if all conditions are 
met … In order for the (Osage 
Nation Gaming Enterprise dba 
Osage Casinos) to borrow the 
money to receive this loan, the 
ONGE is required to obtain 
Congressional authorization 
pursuant to (Osage gaming 
law) because the amount is 
over $500,000 and … because 
a limited waiver of sover-
eign immunity is required by  
the lender.”     

According to ONCR 20-18: 
“The PPP loan amounts are 
forgivable as long as the loan 
proceeds are used to cover pay-
roll costs and other allowable 
uses under the CARES Act for 
mortgage interest, rent and 
utility costs (not to exceed 25% 
of the PPP amount) over an 
8-week period after the loan 
is made to statutorily quali-
fying businesses and employ-
ee and compensation levels  
are maintained.”

The resolution states “the 
(gaming board) desires and 
intends to pay full wages and 
benefits to all employees of its 
three Casino Hotels and gener-
al offices, so that those employ-
ees are financially provided for 
during this crisis.” The three 
casino properties with ho-
tels are at Tulsa, Ponca City  
and Skiatook.

News of the PPP loan ap-
proval comes nearly two weeks 
after Osage Casinos fur-
loughed 75 percent of its work-
force while the casino closures 
remained in effect. 

Casino management re-
opened the Ponca City casino 
first on May 8 and the six re-
maining properties reopened 
their gaming floors the follow-
ing week with limited guest 
capacities, social distanc-
ing and extra cleaning mea-
sures in place. On May 28, 

all three hotels reopened to  
receive guests.

The single-day special 
session took place by video-
conference as with the 2020 
Hun-Kah Session as part of 
social distancing precautions.   

“This emergency special ses-
sion is being called because 
there is a limited 10-day win-
dow of time available to accept 
and execute the documents,” 
Standing Bear said in his ex-
ecutive message.

The Congress also met in 
executive session that morn-
ing with Osage Casinos, man-
agement including CEO Byron 
Bighorse to discuss financial 
and proprietary information 
before taking action on the 
resolution. “We are going to be 
discussing highly confidential 
loan documents pertaining to 
the business of the Nation… 
This will also allow for the 
members of Congress that 
have questions to ask those 
questions,” Tillman said.   

After reviewing the loan-re-
lated documents and hear-
ing from casino management, 
Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards said she is support-
ing the resolution, noting the 
casinos will be responsible 
for monitoring the loan mon-
ey spending and any unused 
money will be returned to  
the SBA.

Congressman Scott Big-
Horse commended the gaming 
board and casino management 
“in their due diligence and the 
relationship with the banking 
partners in making this (loan) 
possible.” Congressman John 
Maker extended similar rec-
ognitions including the Exec-
utive Branch, adding “I think 
we need to consider ourselves 
fortunate these (loans) were 
available to the Nation.”

ONCR 20-18 passed with a 
12-0 vote and the special ses-
sion adjourned afterward.

Osage Congress passes, votes down 
legislation in two special sessions
Benny Polacca
Osage News

In preparation for the 2021 
fiscal year amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, which temporar-
ily closed the seven Osage 
Casinos, the Sixth Osage Na-
tion Congress approved a bill 
authorizing the Gaming En-
terprise Board to have an ad-
ditional month to submit its 
annual plan of operations.

During the June 1 special 
session held by videoconfer-
ence, the Congress voted 12-0 
to pass ONCA 20-43 (spon-
sored by Congressional Speak-
er Joe Tillman) that authorizes 
“a temporary waiver of the re-
quirement for the (ON Gaming 
Enterprise Board) to submit 
the Annual Plan of Opera-
tions 90 days prior to the be-
ginning of the fiscal year and 
extend the submission date to  
Aug. 15, 2020.”

During the May board meet-
ing held also by electronic 
means, Osage Casino man-
agement officials and the gam-
ing board discussed seeking 
the extension to provide the 
most updated information for 
Congressional consideration 
and action. The Congress 
meets for its 24-day Tzi-Zho 
Session each September to 
consider and approve the fol-
lowing fiscal year’s budgets 
for the Nation’s government 
operations and other matters, 
including approval of the an-
nual plan of operations for the  
Gaming Enterprise.

The annual plan of oper-
ations contains plans and 
budgets for the Nation’s 
seven-Osage Casino en-
terprise operations and is 
considered a confidential  
business document.

According to the bill, the 

“Nation has faced an unprec-
edented pandemic that has 
forced the closure of business-
es and offices throughout the 
Nation. This closure extended 
to the Osage Nation Casino 
facilities causing significant 
economic disruption to the 
Enterprise and the Osage 
Nation. Osage Casinos has 
just recently opened its doors 
to the public and there is un-
certainty in predicting how 
the revenue will look going 
forward into 2021. The (gam-
ing board) has requested that 
they be authorized to delay 
the submission of the Annual 
Plan of Operations until (Aug. 
15) so they will have a longer 
snapshot of revenues on which 
to estimate the 2021 revenue  
and distribution.”

ONCA 20-43 passed with a 
12-0 vote during the single-day 
special session.

The Congress also met May 
13-14 and May 19-20 for its 
sixth special session with two 
other legislative items that did 
not pass:

• ONCA 20-41 
(Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn), which 
sought to amend Osage 
law establishing the 
Congressional members’ 
compensation to reduce 
the 12 members’ annual 
salary. Whitehorn said 
she filed the bill as part of 
taking proactive measures 
for the Legislative 
Branch to reduce its 
costs, including salary 
reductions by 10% due 
to the Nation’s revenue 
shortfall caused by the 
casino closures. 

According to a fiscal anal-
ysis of the bill, it’s noted the 
current Congressional annu-

al salary for each member is 
$65,000 and the 10% reduc-
tion would amount to $6,500 
per member annually. The 
legislation also sought to elim-
inate the Congressional 401K 
program and the Speaker and 
Second Speakers’ annual ex-
pense allowances by 50%. The 
bill failed with “no” votes from 
Congress members Alice Good-
fox, Brandy Lemon, John Mak-
er, Angela Pratt, RJ Walker, 
Scott BigHorse and Paula Sta-
bler. “Yes” votes came from 
Eli Potts, Maria Whitehorn, 
Shannon Edwards and Till-
man. Congressman Archie  
Mason abstained. 

• After the ONCA 20-43 
vote, Whitehorn withdrew 
ONCR 20-05, which she 
also sponsored. That 
resolution is one “to 
authorize the Principal 
Chief of the Osage 
Nation to enter into and 
execute a Tribal Council 
Member Agreement with 
the U.S. Social Security 
Administration to allow 
the Osage Nation to 
extend Social Security 
coverage to the Members 
of the Osage Nation 
Congress.” Whitehorn 
said the resolution was a 
companion bill with ONCA 
20-41 and since it did 
not pass, she motioned to 
withdraw the resolution 
to avoid a conflict in the 
current law. The motion 
to withdraw passed by 
majority 10-2 vote.

• ONCR 20-19 (Potts) is a 
resolution to approve the 
2021 fiscal year annual 
revenue projection of 
the Nation with updated 
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wards if she had any comment 
on the dismissal. Her attorney, 
G. Calvin Sharpe of Oklahoma 
City-based Phillips Murrah, 
P.C., responded: 

“Given the clear findings 
and mandate by the Osage 
Nation Supreme Court in the 
[John] Red Eagle case, we took 
what we felt was the quickest 
avenue to correct the wrongful 
Select Committee of Inquiry 
selection process. We were not 
able to be heard directly by the 
Supreme Court. That leaves 
us a different path through 
the Osage Nation Trial Court. 
That will be more time con-
suming and expensive, but it 
is an option.”

A question of ethics 
On May 19, the day before 

the Supreme Court dismissed 
Edwards’ lawsuit, the Con-
gressional Affairs committee 
considered the law firm that 
would represent the Congress 
against Edwards in the Su-
preme Court. 

The Congressional Affairs 
committee is made up of five 
members: Chairwoman Sec-
ond Speaker Paula Stabler, 

Congresswomen Edwards and 
Maria Whitehorn, and Con-
gressmen Eli Potts and RJ 
Walker.

Edwards participated in 
the discussion.

Edwards, Whitehorn and 
Potts all expressed their dis-
satisfaction with Tulsa-based 
Barrow & Grimm, P.C., who 
represented the Select Com-
mittee of Inquiry. The SCOI 
recommended a removal trial 
for Edwards and barred other 
Congress members from at-
tending executive sessions of 
the committee. Whitehorn and 
Potts both allege that Barrow 
& Grimm was responsible for 
giving the committee counsel 
to bar members of Congress 
and as a result they allege 
the committee violated Con-
gressional Rules by doing so. 
Whitehorn said she “had a real 
problem with that.”

The Congressional Affairs 
committee is charged with se-
lecting legal counsel for the 
Congress. According to the 
Congressional Rules, the Con-
gressional Affairs committee 
can select, or direct the Speak-
er to select, any previously 
approved law firm that has 
represented the Congress in 
the past. 

“Isn’t Crowe and Dunlevy 
previously approved by the 
Congressional Affairs commit-
tee?” Edwards asked. 

Congressional legal counsel 
Loyed “Trey” Gill, said yes. 

“So, that’s a possible repre-
sentation?” she said. 

Walker asked to be  
recognized. 

“It seems like we’re getting 
into the details and I find it 
at least questionable that 
Congresswoman Edwards is 
participating in the discus-
sion, but why would we want 
to consider another law firm 
that isn’t up to speed on where 
we are and how we got here?”  
he said. 

Potts said since the work 
of the committee of inquiry is 
done and the litigation involv-
ing Edwards was a separate 
issue, Crowe & Dunlevy was 
up to speed on the Congressio-
nal rules and was capable. He 
motioned to direct the Speaker 
to instruct Crowe & Dunlevy 
to respond to SCO-2020-01, 
not to exceed $25,000 and to 
report to the Congressional 
Affairs committee with a letter  
of intent. 

Whitehorn seconded his 
motion for discussion. 

The motion passed with 

three “yes” votes coming from 
Edwards, Potts and White-
horn. Two “no” votes from 
Walker and Stabler. 

After the vote, Walker asked 
to be recognized and said, “My 
question is ...” and was inter-
rupted by Edwards who said, 
“Vote count please.” 

Walker responded, “It’s 3-2, 
it passed! But, do you not have 
a conflict, Congresswoman Ed-
wards? It directly is related to 
you. I would not have voted for 
that. Yay or nay. With a sim-
ple abstention.” 

However, Edwards did re-
consider her vote and changed 
her vote to an abstention the 
next day. Edwards is also 
the original sponsor of the 
2008 Osage Nation Code of  
Ethics law.

On May 20, the Congres-
sional Affairs committee met 
again. As soon as the prayer 
was over, Edwards motioned 
to reconsider the vote for 
Crowe & Dunlevy even though 
it wasn’t on the agenda.  

“The item on the agenda 
pertained to a budget or relat-
ed litigation, when you look at 
the motion, the motion goes 
beyond a budget. So, I believe 
I was voting in furtherance of 
setting a budget but having 
seen the motion now, it goes 

beyond that so I would like 
for us to reconsider that vote 
and the motion. And, I want to 
change my vote to an absten-
tion,” Edwards said. 

After questions, deliberation 
and discussion, the committee 
voted again on Potts motion to 
select Crowe & Dunlevy with a 
budget of $25,000 to represent 
the Congress against Edwards 
in the Supreme Court. 

Potts and Whitehorn vot-
ed “yes.” Walker and Stabler 
voted “no,” and Edwards ab-
stained. The motion failed. 

After more discussion about 
the vote and whether Ed-
wards should have voted or 
abstained in the first place, 
Whitehorn announced she had 
received an email and the Su-
preme Court had dismissed  
Edwards’ lawsuit. 

“So, I think everything’s 
moot now, quite possibly,”  
she said. 

Congress will hold an 8th 
Special Session on June 2 at 
10 a.m. The sole item of busi-
ness is to consider the “Motion 
for Removal of Congresswom-
an Shannon Edwards.” The 
vote will determine wheth-
er Congress will conduct a  
removal trial.
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‘International Day 
Against Homophobia’ 
commemorated
StrongHearts Native Helpline

Just 20 years ago on May 
17, 1990, the World Health 
Organization took action 
to declassify homosexual-
ity as a mental disorder. 
Commemorating the event, 
the International Lesbi-
an, Gay Association (ILGA) 
designated May 17 as the 
International Day Against 
Homophobia. Since then, the 
movement has grown and 
diversified leading to renam-
ing the organization and the 
day of celebration.

On May 17, 2020, the In-
ternational Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Trans and Inter-
sex Association (ILGBTIA) 
commemorated the Inter-
national Day against Ho-
mophobia, Transphobia and 
Biphobia with the theme, 
“Breaking the Silence.” It 
was a worldwide celebration 
of sexual and gender diversi-
ties when tens of thousands 
of the LGBTQI community 
spoke up about a single vi-
sion: freedom and equality 
for all sexual, gender and  
bodily minorities.

The Acronyms
The LGBT acronym has 

several variations and com-
binations with plus signs 
representing any variation of 
letters that encompass other 
spectrums of sexuality and 
gender. For example, adding 
the letter Q to represent those 
who identify as queer or ques-
tioning and I to represent in-
tersex. Other lesser-known 
acronyms include numbers, 
such as “2S” which stands 
for the Two-Spirit — an um-
brella term representing 
Native people who identify 
with an alternate gender or  
sexual orientation.

Two-Spirits (One Body)
Prior to European influ-

ence and during colonization, 
two-spirited people had been 
documented in more than 
130 tribes in every region of 
North America. They were 
celebrated by their people as 
gifted individuals born with 
both male and female spirits. 
The idea of one person hav-
ing two spirits was one of ad-
miration and respect. In fact, 
they played important roles 
as healers, name givers, 
storytellers and caregivers 
who were often called upon 
to raise orphaned children. 
(Walking in Two Worlds: 
Supporting the Two-Spirit 
and Native LGBTQ Com-
munity, Minnesota Indian 
Women’s Sexual Assault 
Coalition. A booklet/project 
supported by the Office on 
Violence Against Women, 
U.S. Department of Justice.)

 
Homosexuality Categorized 
as a  Mental Disorder

Over the past several hun-
dred years, the two-spirit and 
the LGBTQI2S community 
has suffered unimaginable 
abuse, but none more bla-
tantly than when behavioral 
scientists listed homosexual-
ity as a mental disorder. In 
1952 homosexuality debuted 
in the Diagnostic and Statis-
tical Manual of Mental Dis-
orders (DSM) courtesy of the 
American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation (APA). Despite subse-
quent research consistently 
failing to produce scientific 
evidence that homosexuali-
ty was anything other than 
natural; 20 years had passed 
before the new research was 
fully accepted.

Intimate Partner 
Violence takes a toll 
on the LGBTQI+++

Since then, the LGBTQI2S 
has made substantial gains 
in reclaiming their natural 
presence in the world, but 
the damage had been done 
resulting in much higher 
rates of hate crimes, sexual 
assaults as well as domestic 
and dating violence. Accord-

ing to the National Intimate 
Partner and Sexual Violence 
Survey (NISVS), the percent-
age of males and females who 
experienced rape, physical vi-
olence, and/or stalking by an 
intimate partner include:

• 61% of bisexual women
• 37% of bisexual men
• 44% of lesbian women
• 26% of gay men
• 35% of heterosexual 

women
• 29% of heterosexual men

Identify and Decode 
Tactics of Abuse

Domestic violence is a pat-
tern of behaviors used by one 
partner to maintain power 
and control over another part-
ner in an intimate relation-
ship. Examining the methods 
of power and control can help 
survivors identify and decode 
tactics of abuse in a relation-
ship. In the LGBTQI2S com-
munity, these behaviors can 
be rooted in and reinforce ho-
mophobia, transphobia and 
biphobia.  

• Emotional abuse: 
putting you down, 
calling you names, 
questioning are you a 
real lesbian or real man.

• Denying, minimizing, 
blaming: saying women 
can’t abuse women and 
men can’t abuse men, 
making light of abuse 
or saying it was your 
fault, you deserved it or 
denying it happened.

• Intimidation: making 
you afraid by using 
looks, actions and 
gestures to reinforce 
homophobic, biphobic 
or transphobic control, 
abusing pets.

• Coercion and Threats: 
making and/or carrying 
out threats to harm 
you, children or pets, 
threatening to “out” you, 
leave you or commit 
suicide.

• Children: guilting you 
about the children, using 
them to relay messages, 
threatening to tell 
authorities that you are 
LGBTQI2S so they can 
take your children.

• Isolation: taking control 
of what you do, who 
you see or talk to, using 
jealousy to control you 
and make you account 
for your whereabouts, 
saying no one will 
believe you especially 
because you are 
LGBTQI2S.

• Privilege: treating you 
like a servant, making 
all the big decisions, 
being the one to define 
each partner’s roles or 
duties, cutting off your 
access to resources.

• Economic abuse: 
preventing you from 
getting or keeping a 
job, making you ask for 
money, keeping your 
name off joint assets, 
using your credit cards 
without permission.

Understanding patterns 
of abuse is a starting point 
in maintaining healthy re-
lationships. If any of these 
behaviors raise a red flag 
for you, you may be in an 
unhealthy or abusive rela-
tionship. To get help, visit 
our website at https://www.
strongheartshelpline.org/. 
Callers can connect with 
StrongHearts Native Help-
line at 1-844-7NATIVE (1-
844-762-8483) daily 7 a.m. to 
10 p.m. CT. Chat Advocacy 
is now available daily from 7 
a.m. to 10 p.m. CT. Click on 
the “Chat Now” icon on the 
website. As a collaboration 
with the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline (The Ho-
tline) and the National In-
digenous Women’s Resource 
Center, callers reaching out 
after hours can connect with 
The Hotline by choosing  
option one.

ON employees return to work despite
state’s rising cases of COVID-19 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Most of the Osage Nation 
employees returned to work on 
May 11, and some were ready, 
and some were not. 

Like the rest of the country, 
the opinions among Osages are 
split on whether the Nation re-
opening its offices to the public 
was too soon. The Oklahoma 
State Department of Health 
is reporting a steady rise of 
COVID-19 cases in the state 
after Gov. Kevin Stitt partially 
reopened on April 24 and loos-
ened more restrictions on May 
15. The state fully reopens on 
June 1 but Osage County has 
maintained steady numbers. 

There is data to support 
both sides of the argument and 
Osage Nation officials didn’t 
come to the decision lightly, 
said Dr. Ron Shaw, Wah-Zha-
Zhi Health Center CEO and 
Chief Medical Officer. 

“I was consulted about the 
re-opening of the Nation for 
May 11 and as you may know, 
the WZZHC is resuming rou-
tine medical appointments on 
that same date,” Shaw said. 
“The curve has been sufficient-
ly flattened such that there is 
adequate hospital capacity in 
Tulsa and Jane Phillips Hospi-
tal for a surge, which is the pri-
mary purpose in a ‘lockdown/
shelter in place’ strategy. The 
opinion or recommendation 
from some medical experts 
that a shutdown/lockdown 
saves lives is without proof or 
evidence.”

Shaw said he believes the 
extraordinary measures of a 
shutdown/lockdown postpones 
cases or postpones death until 
later in the ensuing months 
but doesn’t ultimately reduce 
the total number of deaths in 
a pandemic. 

“A death averted in April 
postpones that death until 
August or later. Some have 
used the analogy that our re-
sponse should be commensu-
rate with a ‘marathon not a 
sprint,’” he said. “Finally, an 
unintended ‘side effect’ of the 
recent lockdowns has been in-
creased fatalities from heart 
attacks and cancer as many 

frightened patients have post-
poned coming in or ignored 
warning symptoms of wors-
ening disease out of fear of 
coming in for acute care of life- 
threatening illnesses. 

“We may have postponed 
deaths for now but incurred 
deaths from other causes in 
the process. There is no risk- 
free strategy.”

According to a tracking poll 
by the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation, “One-third of adults 
(34%) say they have been un-
able to get needed medical 
care unrelated to coronavi-
rus ... and one-fourth (24%) 
say they were unable to get p 
rescription medications.”

Mandatory employee  
testing

Osages took to Facebook 
to express their opinions 
about having to submit to a 
COVID-19 test before return-
ing to work. Opponents to the 
testing said it was a waste of 
resources and the tests should 
be saved for those who need 
them, among other arguments. 

On May 8, the OSDH an-
nounced the roll out of “Caring 
Vans,” which is an initiative 
with Blue Cross Blue Shield to 
encourage testing for all Okla-
homans. The goal is to test 
90,000 Oklahomans during the 
month of May – and they met 
their goal. The vans provide 
free COVID-19 testing and 
is open to everyone, whether 

they are symptomatic or not, 
according to the OSDH. 

Shaw said that one infected 
employee could infect up to 10 
other employees and he be-
lieved pre-testing is a reason-
able risk reduction strategy to 
protect returning employees. 
As of May 7, 452 employees 
had been tested and 5 came 
back positive; 7 tests are pend-
ing; and the rest were nega-
tive. All 5 of the employees 
who tested positive did not re-
port or show symptoms at the 
time of the test.

“We are well aware that a 
negative test does not mean 
that employee is immune but 
rather that the employee was 
not infected on that day of 
testing,” Shaw said. “A return-
to-work strategy that includes 
monitoring for symptoms, so-
cial distancing, keeping older 
employees under the strict-
est precautions and prompt 
testing and isolation of any 
symptomatic employees is a 
reasonable and effective strat-
egy in protecting employees.”

Return to Work Guidelines
On May 7, Director of Oper-

ations Casey Johnson released 
a one-page “Guidance for Re-
turning to Work” to all the Na-
tion’s employees. 

Employees over the age of 
65, and those employees with 
underlying health conditions 

Osage Nation forms COVID Task Force to 
implement $28.6 million CARES Act money
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation has re-
ceived $28.6 million in federal 
funding from the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Se-
curity Act, also known as the 
CARES Act. A COVID Task 
Force made up of ON employ-
ees has been appointed to ad-
minister the funds. 

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear gave an update 
on the funding to the Congres-
sional Appropriations Com-
mittee on May 13. He told the 
committee the funding has 
many restrictions. For exam-
ple, CARES funding cannot be 
used to fill shortfalls in tribal 
revenue, nor can it be used for 
anything previously budgeted 
for in the 2020 fiscal year. The 
funding has to be used on new 
and necessary expenditures as 
related to the costs of the vi-
rus. The Nation received the 
award in late April.

“We have not spent one 
dime, these are federal funds 
and we’ve been advised by 
lawyers that the Department 
of Treasury will conduct au-
dits of every tribe to make 
sure that the tribes are within 
these guidelines, and if we vio-
late it there will be substantial 
penalties,” Standing Bear told 
the committee on May 13. “So, 
we’re treading very carefully 
and as we get information ... 
we’ll have more information on 
where we are.”  

The Trump administra-
tion awarded $8 billion in 
CARES funding to tribes in 
late March. The Indian Hous-
ing Block Grant distribution 

formula was used to determine 
how much each tribe received, 
according to an ON Executive 
Branch press release. The 
deadline to spend the funding 
is Dec. 30, 2020. All unspent 
funds will return to the federal 
government.

Assisting Standing Bear’s 
staff is David Mullon, former 
U.S. Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs Chief Counsel. 
Terry Mason Moore, General 
Counsel to the Office of the 
Chiefs and Lacey Horn, who is 
a member of the U.S. Treasury 
Tribal Advisory Committee 
and is the former Treasurer of 
the Cherokee Nation.

Task Force
On May 18, Casey John-

son, the Nation’s Director 
of Operations, appointed a 
16-person task force made 
up of ON employees to ad-
minister the CARES fund-
ing. James Weigant, ON 
Housing Director, is the task  
force coordinator.

“The task force is current-
ly in communications with 
all Osage Nation Executive 

Departments, the Osage Na-
tion Congress, the Osage Na-
tion Judicial Branch and all 
Osage Nation Limited Liabil-
ity Companies. The task force 
has asked all parties to sub-
mit their proposed CARES 
Act response,” Weigant said in  
the release.

“Proposals will be vetted by 
the task force and approved 
plans will receive legal review 
before becoming a formal part 
of the $28.6 million response. 
The Osage Nation has also re-
ceived a number of other sup-
plemental funding for COVID 
response from various Feder-
al funding sources. The task 
force will help coordinate all 
awards into a cohesive pack-
age,” he said.

According to the release, 
several important projects 
have already been given le-
gal approval and are mov-
ing forward. Funding for the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Cen-
ter, Bird Creek Farms, the 
Osage Nation Ranch, and ad-

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

A sign thanking the Osage Nation employees greets visitors to the Osage 
Nation Campus in Pawhuska.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The Superintendent’s House and Executive Branch building (right) on the 
Osage Nation campus in Pawhuska on May 26, 2020.

See task FORce
—Continued  on Page 10

See RetuRn
—Continued  on Page 10
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took an oath of office, violating 
Article VI, Section 5 of the 
Osage Nation Constitution 
titled ‘Disqualifications’ which 
constitutes malfeasance in 
office and inability to meet the 
qualifications to serve. 

2. “Congresswoman Edwards while 
sitting on the Osage Nation 
Congress as an elected official, 
accepted the appointed office of 
Appellate Judge in the Yavapai-

Apache Nation and took an oath 
of office violating Article IX of 
the Osage Nation Constitution 
titled ‘Oath of Office’ by failing to 
uphold her oath to ‘always uphold 
and defend the Constitution of the 
Osage Nation, so help me God’ 
which constitutes malfeasance 
in office and disregard of 
constitutional duties and oath of 
office.”

The removal trial will take place at 
10 a.m. on June 23 in the Osage Na-
tion Legislative Chambers, according 
to the 9th Special Session Proclama-
tion. 

that could have life-threatening 
complications from COVID-19, will 
continue to work from home. Face 
masks are encouraged by not re-
quired, according to guideline. Plexi-
glass panels are being installed to 
help separate employees from the 
public and masks will be delivered 
to departments as soon as they are 
available. 

“I recommend following the 6-foot 
social distancing rule, striving to not 
stay any closer than 6 feet of others 
and if absolutely necessary, to spend 
no more that 10 minutes in close 
proximity,” Shaw said. “Masks are 
strongly recommended, and cloth 
masks are acceptable for this envi-
ronment. Self-reporting of symptoms 
such as fever, chills, headache, per-
sistent cough, unexplained shortness 
of breath, muscle pains, sore throat 
and alterations of taste or smell 
should be undertaken promptly to 
include consultation with employer 
and medical provider before report-
ing to the work site.”

Employees are encouraged to offer 

as many services to the public via 
phone, email, or drive-up means.

Osage Minerals Council closed 
till further notice

Although most of the Osage Na-
tion campus is preparing to open on 
May 11, one office will remain closed 
until further notice. 

On May 8, the Osage Minerals 
Council announced via social media 
that it will not reopen its office on 
May 11. However, its staff will still 
be available via phone or email, in-
cluding to help with revocable trusts. 

Thanks to the ongoing pandemic, 
the Osage Minerals Council office 
has been closed to the public since 
March 16. 

The council also announced on 
May 8 that the June payment will 
be $2,950 for a full headright, a de-
crease of $620 from March. 

Osage News Reporter Lenzy 
Krehbiel-Burton contributed to  
this report.

[Editor’s note: This article was first 
published online on May 8, 2020, and 
has been updated for this edition of 
the Osage News.]

task FORce 
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turned to attack, but the ship did not 
sink.

According to a 2015 Osage News El-
ders Series article, Lookout said he was 
most proud of the fact he was honor-
ably discharged from the Navy at the 
age of 23. He said he wanted to be re-
membered for serving his country, his 
state, his county and his Osage people. 
He said all his success in education, 
and everything else, stemmed back to 
1945.

Upon completion of his service in 
the Navy, Charles attended college at 
Oklahoma State University on the GI 
Bill. He graduated from the University 
of Oklahoma in 1967 with a master’s 
degree in Library Science. Lookout 
worked at the Tulsa City-County Li-
brary for 20 years and retired in 1986.

He enjoyed attending the Osage In-
lonshka dances and was a member of 

the Wa-Xa-Ko-Li’n committee. Every 
year in June you could find him at-
tending the dances and visiting with 
relatives there. In the fall, he liked to 
attend veteran dances and events, ac-
cording to his obituary.

Lookout was preceded in death by 
his sister Delores Lookout Ballard, 
nephew Louis Anthony Ballard, his 
loving wife, and child. He leaves be-
hind his nieces and nephews Anne 
Ballard, Charles Ballard, Avis Bal-
lard, Jenna Quetone, Louis Ballard 
III, Simone Ballard, Erin Casoose, 
Carly Ballard, Lucas Quetone, Nathan 
Dreadfulwater, and many more from his  
extended family.

Funeral Services were held at 11 
a.m., May 11, 2020 at the Pawhuska 
City Cemetery with Ira Lookout offici-
ating.

Pallbearers were Charles Bal-
lard, Terry Lookout, Esau Howell, 
James Hilburn, Lucas Quetone, and  
Nathan Dreadfulwater.

lOOkOut 
–from Page 1

vanced digital technology for distance 
learning and remote operations of the 
Osage Nation will receive funding. A 
direct grant program for Osage ma-
jority-owned (51% or more) businesses 
which can show loss of business due 
to the COVID response, according to  
the release.

“Implementation of the Osage Small 
Business Grant Program is still in de-
velopment. The IT Department has 
proposed a major overhaul of the Osage 
Nation website that would include im-
provements to make applications for 
service much easier,” Weigant said in 
a May 22 email. “With this business 
grant program being a major part of 

the plan, we will work to include this 
program with the website upgrades. 
There is a survey that will be sent out 
to approximately 500 randomly sam-
pled Osages concerning the small busi-
ness loan program to verify the need.”

Since the CARES funding has to 
be used to prepare, prevent and re-
spond to COVID, direct payments to 
tribal members do not comply with 
the strict requirements and are not 
allowed, Weigant said. The funding 
is also not allowable for out-of-state  
Osage organizations. 

Members of the task force include 
Weigant, Jann Hayman, Jason George, 
Andrea Kemble, Daisy Spicer, Chris 
Standing Bear, Penny Bradford, Amy 
Easley, Justin Carr, Jaime Clark, Kirk 
Shaw, Kelsey Zaun, Tammy Leeper, Ed 
Zaun, Ashlee Walker and Susan Bayro.

Healthcare Warriors
Thank You!

Erich Conrad, M.D., F.A.C.L.P. Vice 
Chairman for Hospital Psychiatry 
L.S.U. Health Sciences Center; New 
Orlean, Louisianas.

Thank You!
Rachel Conrad Cuevas, MD, FAB-

FM, Medical director. Matsu advanced 
wound care and hyperbaric therapy 
center; Palmer, Alaska.

Dr. Eric Conrad Dr. Rachel Conrad Cuevas

RemOval 
–from Page 1
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All photos by

CODY HAMMER
Osage News

TOP LEFT: Osage Nation Princess 

Leigha Easley cuts the ribbon for 

the opening of the new Grayhorse 

Community Building on May 15, 

2020.

MIDDLE LEFT: Guests and Gray-

horse community members listen 

to speakers during the ribbon-cut-

ting ceremony of the new Gray-

horse Community Building on May 

15, 2020.

BOTTOM LEFT: Inside the new 

Grayhorse Community Building’s 

kitchen on May 15, 2020.

TOP RIGHT: New refrigerators line 

the back wall of the Grayhorse 

Community Building’s kitchen on 

May 15, 2020.

MIDDLE RIGHT: Principal Chief 

Geoffrey Standing Bear checks out 

the new kitchen in the Grayhorse 

Community Building on May 15, 

2020.

BOTTOM RIGHT: People gather in-

side the new Grayhorse commu-

nity building for a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony on May 15, 2020.

The front entrance of the new Grayhorse Community Building on May 15, 2020. The outside view of the new Grayhorse Community Building on May 15, 2020.

RAYHORSE VIL-
LAGE, Okla. – Com-
munity members 
and Osage Nation 

officials gathered here May 15 
to celebrate the completion of 
the new community building 
built next to the roundhouse  
dance arbor.

The ribbon-cutting celebra-
tion comes nearly one year 
after many of the same indi-
viduals gathered for a ground-
breaking ceremony on the new 
building to replace the former 
aging one that had roof dam-
age and other wear-and-tear 
issues. Like the other two 
Osage districts, the Gray-
horse Village community hosts 
events year-round at the build-
ing, including handgames, 
holiday parties, and cultural 
events including dinners when 
the village hosts its four-day 
Inlonshka dances each June. 

Officials said the May 15 
event was a celebration for 
the building’s completion 
and another dedication event 
would take place at a later 
date due to the COVID-19  
coronavirus pandemic. 

Approximately 40 peo-
ple from the community and 
ON government gathered 
to hear celebratory remarks 
and to view the new struc-
ture built where the former 
building stood before it was 
razed following the 2019  
Grayhorse Inlonshka. 

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which prompted count-
less closures and disruptions 
of businesses and special 
event cancelations worldwide, 
the 2020 Grayhorse Inlonsh-
ka is postponed until later in  
the year.

Grayhorse District elder 
Jerry Shaw spoke during the 
event saying he is “proud and 
pleased, I think the old folks 
would be pleasantly surprised 
to see what we have here. 

We’re thankful to all those who 
had a hand in this (construc-
tion effort). It’s been a long 
time since we had something 
like this … We’re thankful to 
our old people – my folks, your 
folks – who made this possi-
ble for us. There was a time it 
looked like it was going to stop 
in the 1950s, but they didn’t let 
it because they wanted to save 
it for us, for our grandchildren 
and our great-grandchildren 
and I’m really proud of what 
we have here.”

According to the Tul-
sa-based construction contrac-
tor, Builders Unlimited, Inc., 
the new Grayhorse commu-
nity building is roughly 8,500 
square-feet, which doubled the 
former capacity. The project 
includes an industrial-style 
kitchen with new appliances, 
concrete-paved parking, out-
side lighting, a cook shack and 
outside drainage system for 
rainwater.    

The celebration took place 
amid heavy morning rain 

that day and Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear ac-
knowledged the new build-
ing project’s drainage system. 
“And you can see the flow of 
water is just as it was de-
signed to be and to get that 
far, we had to work with the 
architects and the village com-
mittee (five-man board) took 
the lead to work with all the 
people in this community and 
all the people in the Osage gov-
ernment,” he said. 

“The No. 1 goal is to make 

this place the best it can be 
and you have really done it – 
Congratulations to all of you. 
When you go into that kitch-
en, I’m still looking for Mar-
tha Stewart, I know she’s back 
there somewhere because this 
is better than her kitchen on 
TV,” Standing Bear quipped.

Standing Bear also added: 
“It is a blessing to come here 
and visit again and to see what 
you have done and how all of 
us is going to enjoy this won-
derful community, this sacred 

place and it’s very humbling 
and I thank all of you who 
have carried on – like our 
old folks want, they’d be so 
proud of this and our grand-
children who can see this and 
use this (building) for the  
future generations.”

Congressional Speaker Joe 
Tillman also applauded the 
new “beautiful facility” and the 
Village Committee and Gray-
horse District cooks who were 
among the attendees. “There’s 
going to be a lot of celebrations 

here in this facility – celebra-
tions of life, celebrations of in-
dividuals, dinners, births, and 
it’s going to be a place we can 
call home for the future gener-
ations that are going to occupy 
this building for the next 50-60 
years,” Tillman said.

Acknowledging the 
COVID-19 situation, Tillman 
noted elders, including outgo-
ing Congressman Archie Ma-
son – also Grayhorse District 
Head Committeeman – could 
not attend out of health con-

cerns and noted Mason spon-
sored the appropriation bill to 
build the current roundhouse 
arbor and one of the two ap-
propriation bills to build the 
community building during his 
tenure.

Grayhorse Village Commit-
tee Chairman George Pease 
said the community members 
are still learning to use the 
building’s new features and 
appliances and acknowledged 
the other committee members 
who are Mark Bowman, Chuck 
Tillman, Judy Johnson and 
Carol Kliesen because “we all 
had a big part and we all knew 
what we needed to do to get 
this done.” 

Pease also thanked fellow 
community member Scott Hes-
kett “for his input and every-
thing he’s done. It’s not just 
this building, it’s that arbor 
and using him as a resource, 
he lives just right over there, 
so it’s easy to go bother him 
and he doesn’t ever mind, he’s 
never turned us down. We just 
try to do our best and that’s 
what we’re here for,” he said.

The interior walls of the 
building contains several old 
photos of the village including 
the former dance arbor, which 
was demolished in 2012 to 
make way for the new round-
house arbor. Pease said Keli 
Mashburn, a local Osage art-
ist, created the photo artwork. 
He said  a dedication ceremony 
for the building will take place 
at a later time.

Afterward, ON officials, 
the Village Committee, con-
struction project officials gath-
ered for the ribbon-cutting, 
conducted by ON Princess  
Leigha Easley.   

Grayhorse
community and ON 

officials celebrate new 
community building

Benny Polacca
Osage News

G
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American Legion Post 
198 holds honoring 
on Memorial Day
Osage News

In observance of Memorial Day, the American Legion Post 
198 performed a 21-gun salute and played Taps in honor of the 
men and women who died while serving in the U.S. military. 
The honoring took place at the Pawhuska City Cemetery on  
May 25, 2020.

Post 198 also held Memorial Day ceremonies at the St. John 
Cemetery, south of Pawhuska, and the Grayhorse Cemetery, in 
the Grayhorse Indian Village.

All photos by

SHANNON SHAW DUTY
Osage News

The

Million
Dollar

Inn
A historic Osage  

landmark, the  

Million Dollar Inn 

is an operating 

bed & breakfast  

located in Pawhuska, 

OK. It includes:

• Four separate suites, 

each with bedroom, 

kitchen, and en suite 

for complete guest 

privacy and safety

• Walking distance to 

the Osage Museum, 

Osage War Veterans 

Memorial, and 

Wah-Zha-Zhi  

Health Clinic

• Uniquely positioned 

atop Grandview 

Ridge overlooking 

downtown, with up to 

seven lots containing 

six acres available for 

hillside development, 

and contents  

negotiable

• Five years profitable  

operations with  

potential for  

exponential growth

Call and visit with me!

(918)
850-1006
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Election Day

2020

Matteson Gray and her son on 
Election Day, June 1, 2020.

ABOVE: General Election Candidate John Maker 
visits with guests at his camp at the Osage Na-
tion Campus grounds on June 1, 2020.

RIGHT: General Election Candidate Maria White-
horn visits with guests at her camp at the Osage 
Nation Campus grounds on June 1, 2020.

LEFT: Melissa Dailey, a candidate (right), vis-
its with guests at her camp on June 1, 2020, in 
Pawhuska.

BELOW: General Election Candidate Mary Jo 
Pratt (middle) and Michael Kidder (right) shared 
a campsite. Kidder welcomes guests to their 
camp on June 1, 2020.

LEFT: General Election Candidate RJ Walker has 
a fish fry every year he’s been a candidate. This 
is his third election. He visits with guests at his 
camp on June 1, 2020.

BELOW: Candidate Colt Herren visits with guests 
at his camp on June 1, 2020, in Pawhuska.

ABOVE: Candidate Jodie Revard visits with 
guests at her camp on June 1, 2020 in Pawhus-
ka.

RIGHT: General Election Candidate Mary Jo 
Pratt visits with guests at her camp at the Osage 
Nation Campus grounds on June 1, 2020.

General election candidate Michael Bristow holds his 
campaign sign at his camp on June 1, 2020, in Pawhuska.

Candidate supporters cook frybread at Joe Tillman’s camp 
and serve guests during Election Day on June 1, 2020.

General Election Candidate Dr. Jim Trumbly (right) visits with guests 
at his camp at the Osage Nation Campus Park on June 1, 2020.

Osage voters enjoy the nice weather on Election Day, June 1, 2020. Candidate Mary Jo Pratt (left) serves food for her guests at her 
camp on June 1, 2020.

Jodie Revard supporters wear matching shirts at her 
camp on Election Day, June 1, 2020.

All Photos CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Candidate Joe Tillman visits with Anthony Webb at his camp on June 1, 
2020, in Pawhuska.

General Election Candidate Pam Shaw visits with guests at her camp at 
the Osage Nation Campus grounds on June 1, 2020.

Candidate Billy Keene visits with guests at his camp on June 1, 2020.

General Election Candidate RJ Walker visits with guests at his camp at the 
Osage Nation Campus grounds on June 1, 2020.

LEFT: General Election Can-
didate Amanda Proctor vis-
its with guests at her camp 
at the Osage Nation Campus 
grounds on June 1, 2020.
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CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Incumbents Joe Tillman and RJ Walker were both re-elected and took 
photos of the night’s election results on June 1, 2020.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Voters and candidates gather to hear the results in front of the Osage Minerals Council chambers on election 
night, June 1, 2020.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The crowd waits for the election results to be announced in front of the Osage Minerals Council chambers on June 1, 2020.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

A sign points to the polling place at the Osage Nation Civic Center.

See more Election Day photos on page 23
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Osage Casinos reopen on May 8 with Ponca City location
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Casinos reopened its Ponca 
City location on May 8 after closing in 
March due to the coronavirus pandemic.

The Osage Casinos in Tulsa, Sand 
Springs, Bartlesville, Skiatook, Hom-
iny and Pawhuska reopened on May 
15, but not without new strict health 
guidelines.

“Properties will reopen with occu-
pancy restriction, only one entrance 
and exit will be allowed, and security 
will monitor how many guests are al-
lowed on the floor,” said Byron Big-
horse, Osage Casinos CEO. “We will 
open the gaming floors only when we 
reopen. We are going to bring our ho-
tels online after we open, and we can 

determine the demand. No food service 
at this time but we will offer pre-pack-
aged beverage service. Self-service bev-
erage stations will not be utilized until 
further notice. We will offer limited 
alcoholic beverages and we are work-
ing through our bar areas to determine 
safe distancing. No banquets or events 
until further notice.

“I anticipate these coming back as 
soon as further public restrictions 
are lifted. Guests 65 and older will be 
recommended to shelter in place per 
the state and CDC recommendations. 
Guests will enter the facilities at their 
own risk as this virus is not going away 
and we will all be on safety protocols 
until further notice,” he said.  

The reopening was guided by a 
13-page “Health & Sanitation Pro-
gram” that closely monitors govern-

ment policy changes, CDC guidelines, 
government mandates and public 
health advancements, he said. Casino 
management will continue to make 
changes as necessary or appropri-
ate to the protocols as they monitor  
the casinos.

Gov. Kevin Stitt announced phase 
two of the state’s reopening on May 15 
and fully reopened the state on June 1. 
He began phase one of the reopening on 
April 24. 

According to the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health, as of May 31, 
Osage County had 95 active cases of 
COVID-19. Since the pandemic began, 
eight people have died in the county 
from the virus. 

Bighorse said as part of their re-
opening guidelines, all employees 
will be required to wear masks until  
further notice.

“Guests will be strongly encouraged 
to wear a mask and we will make them 
available, but we will not ask anyone 
to leave if they do not wear a mask,” 
he said. “Every other machine will be 
turned off to promote social distancing. 
These are just some high-level protocols 
that guests will see when they come to  
the properties.” 

He said Osage Casinos officials are 
working with their regulators, the 
Osage Nation Gaming Commission, 
to ensure all compliance requirements 
are met and maintained.

“It is the mission of the Osage Na-
tion Gaming Commission to protect the 
integrity of the Osage Nation gaming 
activities. More specifically, we do that 
by protecting the assets of the Osage 
Casinos and the most important assets 
are the Osage Casinos employees and 
our guests,” said Elizabeth Hembree, 
Gaming Commission Executive Direc-
tor, in a May 7 email. “The Commis-

sion has carefully reviewed the Osage 
Casinos Health & Sanitation Program 
and it was approved by the Osage Na-
tion Gaming Commission Board on  
May 6, 2020.” 

She said the National Indian Gaming 
Commission has provided strict guide-
lines for reopening all Indian gaming 
facilities in the country and the Osage 
gaming commission must complete an 
extensive checklist noting all regula-
tory and staffing concerns and public 
health and safety recommendations.  

“Other concerns noted in the guid-
ance include the gaming floor, surveil-
lance, security, cage and vault areas,” 
she said. “The [Osage gaming com-
mission] is working diligently with 
Osage Casinos to ensure compliance 
is achieved while safely reopening all  
gaming properties.” 

Principal Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear said most of the Oklahoma 
tribes are planning to resume opera-
tions soon and a few other tribes have  
already reopened.

“I personally observed at the Otoe 
Missouri Tribe’s Seven Clans Casino 
how different operations will be. Every 
other gaming machine was turned off 
and all the table games are closed so 
that people are not sitting next to each 
other,” Standing Bear said. “Obviously, 
the amount of revenue to the tribal ca-
sinos operating at half capacity leaves 
the tribes well short of their budgets, 
but it is a start. Everyone is doing what 
they can on health precautions. Health 
and safety will come first, but we have 
to lessen the economic damage that has 
been done and will be done for many 
more months.”

Editor’s Note: This article was pub-
lished on the Osage News website on 
May 7, 2020, and has been updated for 
the newspaper.

Osage News File Photo

Osage Casinos to reopen Ponca City location on May 8. Pictured is the Osage Casinos gam-
ing floor in Ponca City in 2015. 

Osage News File Photo

Osage Casinos to reopen Ponca City location on May 8. Pictured is the Osage Casinos gam-
ing floor in Ponca City in 2015. 
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Us and Them
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News Culture Columnist

It’s May 31st, tomorrow is Osage 
Election Day, and I was going to 
write about the tension between 
Osages who live inside and those 
who live outside of Osage County, be-
cause that’s been discussed this year 
more pointedly than usual, but cities 
in the country and around the world 
are grappling with the United States’ 
inherent racism. 

Protests and attendant riots were 
set off most recently by the arrest and 
subsequent murder of Floyd George, 
an unarmed, handcuffed black man 
in Minneapolis. Today is also the 
99-year anniversary of the Tulsa 
Race Riot, an event that was largely 
erased from general knowledge until 
recently. Osage scholar Robert War-
rior’s article in Ariel uses Jefferson’s 
meeting with the Osage in 1804 as 
a seminal point to understand the 
United States’ pitiful treatment of 
Natives and people of color.

A survey from the Wah Zha Zhi 
Health Center seeking input about 
funding priorities for local services 
vs. those at a distance prompted con-
versations. Pondering Osages who 
live outside of Osage County make 
me think of other Diasporas. Filipi-
nos, for example, or Southeast Asians 
travel thousands of miles to live and 
work. There’s an exchange in gifts 
and money that travels between 
home and away. The Osage have al-
ways embraced travel and education, 
as well as new technologies that they 
adapted for their own, even while el-
ders held onto what was important. 

This election cycle, people have 
debated the relative merits of pro-
grams (health card, education and 
burial funds) available to all Osages, 
the majority of whom live outside of 
Osage County, versus the funds that 
sustain the Nation’s government and 
programs directed at local Osages. 

I wonder if there are more useful 
ways to talk about budgets and pri-
orities, than pitting the interests of 
local Osages against those who live 
away. Conversations about budgets 
shift into reflections on who deserves 
what. The way the Nation relates to 
its people, on and off the reservation 
is important. The Osage Nation must 
support both its people and its cul-
ture and the territory it retains. 

You can be an Osage citizen wher-
ever you live, but belonging is sepa-
rate. At one of the meetings for the 
new government Kathryn Red Corn 
said, “Being Osage is more than 
what you have, it’s who you are.” 
I can think of culturally grounded 
Osages with deep connections to rel-

atives on the reservation, who live  
on either coast. 

I think of Osages who live away, 
who appreciate the particular sacri-
fices that Osages living in Oklahoma 
endure, even as they reap the bless-
ings of being close to family, com-
munity and everyday expressions of 
Osage lifeways. I think of Osages who 
have moved home and made a place 
for themselves, and others, equally 
talented and gifted, who moved home 
to find themselves unable to settle in. 

I acknowledge this is not all that 
needs to be or could be said about 
the present and historic issues that 
separate those who live in from those 
who live outside of Osage County. It 
is only a beginning. 

I like to think we’re here to share 
the best of what we have with each 
other. As someone who has come 
home, I’ve experienced the deep 
generosity of individual Osages and 
families, as well as been schooled by 
what I’ve heard called the “brutal 
honesty” of elders.  

I’m a grateful citizen of the Osage 
Nation, and I’m thankful to the peo-
ple who are committed to calling 
America to do better toward indige-
nous people and people of color. I’m 
grateful to Osages who are mak-
ing our Nation better. Keir John-
son-Reyes is sharing Osage heirloom 
corn across the nation. Osage artist 
Addie Roanhorse is making what 
looks like heirloom facemasks. I ap-
preciate language classes ongoing 
through Covid time on Facebook live. 
In May, Ryan RedCorn’s essential 
work as a photographer was featured 
in National Geographic, and both 
RedCorn and Chelsea Hicks graduat-
ed from the Institute of American In-
dian Arts in Santa Fe with Masters 
in Fine Arts. Bravo to Osages every-
where doing the loving work of caring 
for the sick, checking on neighbors, 
those who are mourning and those 
who are alone. We need each other. 

Ruby Hansen Murray

2016.11.566 Ca. Late 1800’s – Early 1900s. O. Drum, photographer. Pawhuska, O.T Unidenti-
fied woman and child. Child has clan haircut. ONM Collection, gift, Raymond RedCorn, 2016

2019.3.1  Ca 1880s. Photographer unknown. Studio portrait of Osage Council dated 1886. 
ONM Collection, gift, Carolyn Schwarz, 2019

2019.3.2  Ca 1800s. Photographer unknown. Outdoor portrait of Osage family posing with 
horse and buggy (wagon). ONM Collection, gift, Carolyn Schwarz, 2019

 Through the
WahZhaZhe Looking Glass

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to 

the editor, please mail it to the Osage 
News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 

email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. 
Letters must be respectful and infor-
mative to the reader, and may be edit-
ed for grammar, clarity and space.

Per an agreement with the Osage Nation Mu-
seum, these pthotos were purposely blurred 
as they can only be reproduced in the actual 
printed newspaper, not any other format, in-
cluding this electronic version of the Osage 
News. To see the original images, get a copy of 
the latest printed issue of the Osage News or 
visit the Osage Museum.

Per an agreement with the Osage Nation Mu-
seum, these pthotos were purposely blurred 
as they can only be reproduced in the actual 
printed newspaper, not any other format, in-
cluding this electronic version of the Osage 
News. To see the original images, get a copy of 
the latest printed issue of the Osage News or 
visit the Osage Museum.
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Association on American Indian Affairs
partners with American Indian College fund 
Osage News

The Association on Amer-
ican Indian Affairs is part-
nering with the American 
Indian College Fund to ad-
minister the Association’s  
scholarship program.

“This partnership will al-
low our undergraduate and 
graduate scholarship recipi-
ents to be eligible for Amer-
ican Indian College Fund 
support services, including 
information on higher educa-
tion success, academic plan-
ning, networking, online tools 
for career exploration and 
readiness, and more so our 
Scholars can increase their 
academic success,” the Asso-
ciation announced in a state-
ment. “(The partnership) 
also allows the Association 
to focus on more hands-on 
efforts with its Scholars, and 
lower the cost to administer  
our program.”

According to the American 
Indian College Fund’s web-
site, the nonprofit’s purpose 
is “increasing the number of 

American Indians who hold 
college degrees. Currently 
only 14% of American Indi-
ans have college degrees – 
less than half the national 
average.” To date, the AICF 
has provided nearly 137,000 
scholarships and $221.8 mil-
lion to support American In-
dian communities and the 
organization is accepting do-
nations through its website.

Founded in 1922, the As-
sociation on American In-
dian Affairs endured the 
significant financial hard-
ships caused by the Great 
Depression and continued 
its scholarship program into 
the recent years, according 
to its history statement. “In 
the past five years, the As-
sociation has awarded 223 
scholarships to 82 Native 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate students. The Associa-
tion will continue this over  
seventy-year-old legacy pro-
gram and is grateful for do-
nors and contributors who 
believe that protecting sov-
ereignty, preserving cul-

ture, educating youth and 
building capacity requires a  
higher education.”

The Association on Amer-
ican Indian Affairs schol-
arships are available to 
undergraduate and graduate 
Native American students 
who are citizens/members of 
their Tribal Nation – wheth-
er or not their Nation is ac-
knowledged by the federal 
government. The Associa-
tion’s scholarships are pro-
vided to students twice a year 
until the student earns a de-
gree, as long as they main-
tain a 2.5 GPA and attend 
full time.

Visit https://www.indi-
an-affairs.org/scholarships.
html for more information on 
the Association on American 
Indian Affairs scholarship 
program and how to apply.

For information on the 
American Indian College 
Fund, services and oppor-
tunities, visit its website at: 
https://standwithnativestu-
dents.org/ 

SWAIA creates new Virtual Indian Market
Erin Tapahe

This year’s Santa Fe Indi-
an Market, the largest Native 
American art market of its 
kind, is going virtual – thanks 
to the coronavirus. 

Hundreds of artists depend 
on the event for their year-
ly income. The event draws 
thousands of buyers of Native 
American art from all over the 
world to Santa Fe’s historic 
plaza. Once news broke that 
Indian Market was going to 
be postponed or possibly can-
celed, artists were devastated. 

The Southwestern Associ-
ation for Indian Arts, the en-
tity that puts on the Indian 
Market, knew the cancelation 
would negatively impact art-
ists’ incomes so they partnered 
with the non-profit Clark Hul-
ings Fund for Visual Artists.  

Amanda Crocker, SWAIA 
Public Relations and Market-
ing Director, said the 2021 
Indian Market was anticipat-
ed to be the 100-year mark 
for SWAIA’s Santa Fe Indian 
Market. However, she said 
postponing this year’s event 
the big centennial celebration 
will be in 2022. 

“We’re considering this year 
sort of the 98th and a half In-

dian market, so next year will 
be the 99th and 2022 will be 
the official 100th market,”  
she said. 

Crocker said all artists ju-
ried in this year are guaran-
teed their spot for 2021 and 
will not need to go through the 
jurying process again. For the 
2021 Santa Fe Indian Mar-
ket they are hoping to create 
more booth spaces for the art-
ists, but they are still working 
through the logistics. 

According to Crocker, the 
Santa Fe Indian Market had 
1,015 artists juried in for this 
year, but only 855 were as-
signed a booth space and the 
rest were placed on a waiting 
list. Those on the waiting list 
could either share a booth with 
an assigned artist or wait for 
an assigned artist to drop out. 
Now, everyone is eligible to 
participate in the Virtual Indi-
an Market.

“All the people who had a 
booth and those on the wait-
ing list can opt-in because we 
are not limited to the physical 
space of Santa Fe, but it will 
still be for the (2020) juried 
artists who went through that 
process,” she said.

The artists interested in the 
Virtual Indian Market need to 

pay a $200 booth fee for access 
to the new e-commerce plat-
form to create a new website 
(for one year) or link to the art-
ist’s current website. SWAIA 
is currently working on the lo-
gistics to have a Virtual Best 
of Show competition, ribbons 
and cash prizes. 

COVID-19 Impact 
on Artists 

According to Crocker, 
SWAIA was already consid-
ering online options for art-
ists with the Clark Hulings 
Fund before the concerns sur-
rounding the COVID-19 virus 
outbreak. “We were looking 
for ways to enrich artists’ ex-
perience and talking about 
some sort of membership 
for artists where they would 
have access to this online  
learning platform.” 

When COVID-19 hit, they 
pursued this idea of an online 
business presence to help art-
ists because many depend on 
art shows for their yearly in-
come. Many artists like Bryan 
Waytula (Cherokee), were not 
expecting the COVID-19 virus 
to impact their sales and plans 
for art shows.  

“It really started to hit when 
these shows started having a 
domino effect, being canceled 
one after another and left me 
wondering, ‘What am I going 
to do?’” Waytula said. 

All summer Native art 
shows have been canceled due 
to the COVID-19 virus and 
artists are feeling uncertain 
about art shows in the fall  
and winter.

“I had no idea, although 
I was prepared for the off-
months because you have ups-
and-downs and had always 
been trying to build up my 
business account,” Waytula 
said. “But, I need some shows.” 

Eric Tippeconnic (Comanche 
Nation/ Cherokee) is another 
artist affected by the repercus-

sions of the COVID-19 virus. 
He is a painter and a college 
history professor. The Heard 
Museum Indian Fair and Mar-
ket in March was the last art 
show Tippeconnic attended. 

Tippeconnic already had his 
art shows for the year planned 
out. He also had numerous 
commissioned pieces and mu-
rals. But now, his summer art 
shows are canceled and his 
murals were rescheduled. 

He is grateful for the work 
as a college professor and has 
sold some artwork through 
commissions but it’s not equiv-
alent to the revenue he made 
from previous art shows. 

“It’s nowhere near the sales 
I would have if I was going to 
the markets, so it (COVID-19) 
has negatively impacted me,” 
Tippeconnic said. 

Ethelbah (Upton “Uppie” 
Greyshoes II) is Santa Clara 
Pueblo and White Mountain 
Apache. He is a sculptor and 
a former 2002 SWAIA Board 
Chair. Ethelbah said he has 
many friends who rely solely 
on art shows for their income 
and he is excited for SWAIA’s 
Virtual Indian Market because 
it will help him and his friends. 

“I think it’s a great thing to 
do … I’m definitely going to 
take part in this (Virtual Indi-
an Market),” Ethelbah said.

Ethelbah spoke to his son, 

Upton III, about marketing 
and social media plans. “We’re 
fired up to make a good pres-
ence on this Virtual Indian 
Market show.”

Excitement for Virtual 
Indian Market

The announcement of the 
Virtual Indian Market is re-
ceiving positive responses and 
artists are excited to partici-
pate.

“We have so many ideas for 
programs and how to make 
this an interactive experience 
to draw people in and encour-
age them to visit the artists’ 
site,” Crocker said. 

Crocker said the plan is 
to launch the Virtual Indian 
Market on August 1. Some ad-
ditional ideas for the virtual 
market include: panel discus-
sions, fundraising opportuni-
ties, or virtual gallery tours. 
The SWAIA committee is still 
in the planning process and 
brainstorming exciting ideas 
to make the virtual market an 
interactive experience.  

“We plan to give people a 
taste of what it’s like to be in 
Santa Fe during Indian Mar-
ket on a virtual scale and may-
be entice people who haven’t 
been to (Santa Fe Indian Mar-
ket) mark their calendars next 
year to be there in person,”  
she said.

Photos by Eugene Tapahe/Tapahe Photography

The Santa Fe Indian Market, the largest Native American art market 
of its kind, will be virtual this year due to concerns surrounding the  
COVID-19 virus.

Photos by Eugene Tapahe/Tapahe Photography

The Santa Fe Indian Market, the largest Native American art market 
of its kind, will be virtual this year due to concerns surrounding the  
COVID-19 virus.

Sovereign Community School in talks to merge with Santa Fe South Charter School
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY — 
Thanks to financial struggles, 
an Indigenous-focused charter 
school may be merging with 
another charter school in order 
to keep its doors open come fall. 

At the May 28 Oklahoma 
Board of Education meeting, 
representatives from the Sov-
ereign Community School and 
Santa Fe South Charter School 
confirmed that they were in 
talks to potentially merge.

With a curriculum empha-
sizing Indigenous culture and 
traditions, Sovereign Charter 
School started classes in Au-
gust. It had to delay the start 
of its inaugural school year af-
ter its original campus site did 
not pass mandatory building 
inspections, thus prompting a 
scramble to find a new location 
and unexpected additional ex-
penses. 

Organizers were eventually 
able to lease the former home of 
Justice Alma Wilson SeeWorth 

Academy, a now shuttered 
charter school targeting at-
risk Oklahoma City students. 
However, the uncertainty 
about the status of the school’s 
campus caused enrollment to 
plummet to about 40 students. 
Although those figures have 
since rebounded, many of the 
new students were not added 
until after Oct. 1, which is the 
date used to calculate enroll-
ment-based state aid. 

School officials began fund-
raising and reaching out to 
potential donors in January. 
However, those efforts were 
hampered by the March onset 
of COVID-19. 

“With our debt right now, 
we would not be able to stay 
open with 160 students,” Sov-
ereign Community School 
Superintendent Matt Wilson 
said. “Our debt load is about 
$200,000.”    

Under the draft proposal 
from the two schools, Santa 
Fe South would assume the 
lease on Sovereign Communi-
ty School’s facility, as well as 
the debt. Sovereign Commu-

nity School’s teachers would 
be considered Santa Fe South 
employees. Sovereign Commu-
nity School’s board of directors 
would be in an advisory capac-
ity only that would continue 
to fundraise to repay the debt 
and put the charter school in a 
financial position to re-launch 
in the future. 

“It is possible that they (Sov-
ereign Community School) 
would want to remain part 
of Santa Fe South after all of 
this, but that’s not the plan as 
of right now,” Santa Fe South 
Superintendent Chris Brew-
ster said. 

However, there are ques-
tions over whether such an 

arrangement is even legally al-
lowable, prompting the board 
to table the matter. 

Oklahoma’s charter school 
law requires charter schools 
to have a sponsor. Should a 
charter school be unable to get 
a school district, university or 
tribe to sign on in that role, 
the state Board of Education 
can do so, as it did in 2018 for 
Sovereign Charter School after 
Oklahoma City Public Schools 
rejected it twice. OKCPS is the 
sponsor for Santa Fe South. 

Although school board attor-
neys noted that there is prece-
dent for a merger between two 
charter schools with the same 
sponsor, there is not one for 

two charters with two different 
sponsors. 

“Santa Fe South exists be-
cause it has a sponsor, which 
is Oklahoma City Public 
Schools,” state Superinten-
dent Joy Hofmeister said. 
“Sovereign Community School 
went to Oklahoma City Public 
Schools to be their sponsor and 
they were told no. 

“This is a rickety structure 
when all that has to happen 
for it to fall apart is Oklahoma 
City Public Schools to say they 
end their sponsorship of San-
ta Fe South. That is a scenario 
that has to be contemplated 
and worked through.”



18 May 2020 osagenews.orgCommunity
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Venison Roast
Hind quarter or loin. Wash thoroughly several times in vin-

egar water and salt. Take one section of garlic, sliced into tiny 
pieces and spike meat. Place meat in a roaster, cover with heavy 
sliced bacon. Add two cups hot water. Cover and roast slowly to 
300 degrees, approximately 20 minutes per pound. When done 
prepare mushroom gravy. Slice meat, pour gravy over all and 
return to oven for about half hour and serve. 

Camp Fire Venison
You can cut a long wooden spit, about five feet long from a 

green willow branch, remove bark, if you do not have an iron 
spit. Thread the venison steaks on the spit and place on two 
forked poles driven into the ground. Cook over an open fire that 
is about two to three feet from the meat. Turn slowly by revolv-
ing the spit on poles allowing the meat to brown and sear over 
uniformly, to seal in the natural flavor of the meat. Chop up two 
handfuls of parsley and about 4 cloves of garlic and put them 
into one cup of olive oil. Cut a twig from a tree, wrap a piece of 
clean cloth around the end of it to make a swab, baste the meat 
with the olive oil sauce slowly as it cooks. Salt and pepper should 
be added to suit your taste. 

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Congratulations!
Victoria Louise Mundy, 

T’sah-T’doa Men-T’sa Wah- 
Spa (Secret Heart of the 
Buffalo Spirit Woman), grand-
daughter to Susan Louise 
Fronkier Mundy, Mi-Ka-Ke 
(Star Woman), great-grand-
daughter of Frantz Augustus 
Fronkier and Eleanor Esch 
Fronkier, proud descendant 
of Allottee Lizzy Go, graduat-
ed from Bryn Mawr College 
with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Sociology, Minor in Psycholo-
gy on May 15, 2020.  Victoria 
will continue her education 
as a Masters of Social Service 
Candidate in the Bryn Mawr 
Graduate School of Social 
Work and Social Research. 
Victoria is grateful for the 
help and support of the Osage 
Nation, her mother Pamela 
Joyce Mundy, father James 

Barnard Mundy, Jr., brothers 
Thomas James and William 
Ross Mundy,  aunts Libby and 
Melanie Mundy, great aunts 
Mary BigEagle, Dana Sellers, 
Amy Sellers, Carla Powell, 
great uncles Frantz Anthony 
Fronkier, Larry Sellers and 
her relations in the Sellers I’n-
Lo’n-Schka Camp.

Congratulations!
Mr. and Mrs. David Barber 

of Raritan, Illinois are proud 
to announce their son, Chris-
topher Barber, earned his Doc-
toral of Philosophy in Public 
Safety with a specialization in 
Criminal Justice from Capella 
University in April 2020.  Chris 
has always had a passion for 
Criminal Justice.  He received 
his Associate of Science degree 
from Carl Sandburg College 
in 1995, Bachelor of Science 
in Criminal Justice-Computer 
Crime from Kaplan University 
in 2012 and his Masters of Sci-
ence in Criminal Justice-Lead-
ership/Executive Management 
from Kaplan University in 
2013.  Chris started his crim-
inal justice career at the Des 
Moines County Correctional 
Center where he served for 
4 years and he dedicated 21 
years to the Henderson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office before retir-
ing at the end of 2018.  The 25 

years of service in the Public 
Safety industry assisted Chris 
in completing his manuscript 
that will be published by Pro-
Quest Journals. Chris is now 
enjoying his second career as 
the Criminal Justice Coordina-
tor for Carl Sandburg College 
in Galesburg, Illinois.  Chris 
and his wife, Amy Barber, 
reside in Knoxville, Illinois.  
Congratulations, Christopher 
Jon Barber, PhD!

Congratulations!
Michael Sage Dobbs (Osage) 

of Gaithersburg, MD. He is 
a member of the 2020 grad-
uating class of Georgetown 
Preparatory School in North 
Bethesda, MD. He is a mem-
ber of the National Honor So-
ciety and a consistent member 
of the Dean’s List for academic 
performance. Throughout his 
high school years, he has been 
active in numerous community 
events and programs including 
Best Buddies and Challenger 
Baseball. During the summer 
between his junior and senior 
years, Sage participated in an 
immersion/mission trip to the 
Flathead Indian Reservation 
in western Montana where 
he worked side by side with a 
handful of classmates on main-
taining and beautifying a Cath-
olic Church on the reservation. 

He also spent a great deal of 
time visiting with residents of 
the reservation learning about 
their history, culture, and cur-
rent-day experiences of Native 
Americans. Sage was a 3-year 
starting pitcher on the varsity 

baseball team at Georgetown 
Prep, helping the team win 
the IAC title in 2019. He will 
be attending the University of 
Richmond in the fall where he 
will study business and play 
baseball for the Spiders!

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Meris 

Carolyn Miller who made the 
University of Oklahoma’s Pom 
Squad! 

She just graduated from 
Enid High School and told 
the magazine High School To-
day that, “I have dealt with 
the impact of school closures 
and canceled events during 
this pandemic by keeping a 
positive mindset. Although 
sometimes it feels like I am 
taking two steps forward and 
one step back, I continue to re-
mind myself that everything 
happens for a reason. I have 
quickly learned to embrace 
every moment, taking nothing 
for granted, because the future 
is not promised. The class of 
2020 will only become stronger 
due to this misfortune.”

She is the daughter of Joc-
elyn Miller, and the grand-
daughter of Jox and Janis 
Carpenter. She will be an OU 
freshman in the fall and plans 
to major in Psychology. 

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Tay-

lor Hight (Osage/Cherokee/
Delaware), a Senior at Skia-
took High School who signed 
a letter of intent to play bas-
ketball for Bethel College in  
Newton, Kansas.

She led the Skiatook Bull-

dogs in blocks, deflections, re-
bounds, steals and field goal 
percentage. She is the daugh-
ter of Brad Hight and Christie 
Duty of Skiatook, the grand-
daughter of Ed and Judy Duty 
of Skiatook and the late Bill 
and Judy Hight.

Victoria Louise Mundy Christopher Barber

Michael Sage Dobbs

Meris Carolyn Miller

Taylor Hight

Happy Birthday!
Happy 18 Birthday to 

Shelby, 15th Birthday 
Allison and 8th Birthday 
Corbin.We love you all! 
Love Mom & Dad, Me-
maw, Aunts Rose, Dana 
and Sheena and Uncles 
Bill, Randy and Benny.

Congratulations!
Congratulations Taylor 

M. Casillas 2020 Grad-
uate of Claremore High 
School! We all love you 
and are very proud of your 
accomplishments! Love 
Mom and Dad, Brothers 
Nate and Brendan. Sisters 
Cassidie and Olivia. Aunts 
Rose, Brandy, and Mandy. 
Uncles Bill and Randy.

CORRECTION: The article 
published in the May 2020 edi-
tion of the Osage News titled, 
“Select Committee of Inquiry 
bars colleagues from attend-

ing executive sessions,” was 
corrected to reflect Congress-
woman Maria Whitehorn, 
Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards and Congressman 

Eli Potts don’t vote in a block, 

but have been known to vote 

together. The Osage News re-

grets the error.

JUNE 2020
June 13

Oklahoma Indian  
Festival Market
Online Art Show
1:30 p.m. 

June 17
Osage Nation Higher 
Education Scholarship
Registration Deadline for 
entire school year
11:59 p.m.
For more information 
call (855) 758-8609 or 
email OsageNation@
scholarshipamerica.org 

AUGUST 2020

August 1
Virtual Santa Fe Indian 
Market

SEPTEMBER 2020
September 5-6
34th Red Earth Festival
Grand Casino Hotel Resort
www.RedEarth.org or 
call (405) 427-5228 for 
additional information.

September 30
Deadline to apply for Osage 
Nation Energy Assistance 
Call (918) 287-5325

Web: www.osagenation-
nsn.gov/financial-
assistance 

OCTOBER 2020
October 12

Osage Day

Have an event? Send event in-
formation to the Osage News, Attn.: 
Shannon  Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax to (918) 
287-5563. Make sure to include 
event date, location, email and web 
address (if applicable) and a phone 
number where someone can be con-
tacted for validation, if necessary. 
Deadline for each subsequent issue 
of the Osage News is the 18th of ev-
ery month.

Local Events Calendar

See more Community
Announcements on page 22
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STUDENT STATE SCHOOL NAME DEGREE LEVEL MAJOR / FIELD OF STUDY TERM

Shelby P. Eaton MI Eastern Michigan University Master of Arts Teaching English to  
Speakers of Other Languages

SU19

Meagan R. Swant MO Missouri Southern 
State University

Bachelor of Science                   Accounting FA19

Thomas B. Erwin                          AR University of Arkansas Bachelor of Science          Marketing FA19

Bradley E. Tinker                    MT University of Montana Juris Doctor                                                     Law FA19

Kirk C. Shaw          OK Southeastern Oklaho-
ma State University

Master of Business 
Administration  

Focus in Management FA19

HarleighC. Moore OK Oklahoma State University Bachelor of Science          Engineering (option: Environ-
ment and Natural Resources)

SP20

Erika L. Cole OK Northeastern State University   Master of Education                   Instructional Leadership SP20

Madison L. Bay OK Northeastern State University Master of Education                     Reading Specialist FA19

Laina M. Whipple FL University of West Florida Bachelor of Science                   Nursing FA19

Sarah J. Degaller CA California State University -  
San Marcos

Master of Arts                                                  Business Administration FA19

River H. Cook KS University of Kansas - 
School of Medicine       

Doctor of Medicine                   Medicine SP20

Brooklyn N. Davis Eardley OK Oral Roberts University                                                                   Bachelor of Science                  Sport Management SP20

Austin E. Wheeler KS Fort Hays State University                                                              Bachelor of Science                     Networking and Telecommunications FA20

Cheyenne S. Penn CA College of the Sequoias                                                                   Associates of Science                          Physical Therapy SP20

Conner A. Lacey GA Georgia State University                                                                 Bachelor of Science                     Computer Science SP20

Kaitlyn F. Willingham TX Schreiner University                                                                       Bachelor of Arts                          Multidisciplinary Studies EC-6 SP20

Tyler L. Rhoads OK University of Oklahoma                                                          Master of Education                    Adult and Higher Education 
(emphasis: Student Affairs)

SP20

Connie L. Payne OK Seminole State College                                                                  Associates of Science                  Nursing SP20

Erin C. Woodell BC University of British Columbia - 
Vancouver School of Economics

Bachelor of  
International Economics

Economics SP20

Barbara J. O’Brien OR Oregon State University Bachelor of Science Psychology/Pre-Nursing SP20

Victoria L. Mundy PA Bryn Mawr College Bachelor of Arts                          Sociology SP20

Chloé A. Pierson MO Ozarks Technical  
Community College

Associates of Arts Child Development,  
American Sign Language

SP20

Kendra R. Jump OK Oklahoma State University                                                                Bachelor of Arts                          Strategic Communication FA19

Daren M. Reed KS Southwestern College Bachelor of Science Biology SP20

Brandon J. Ritter CA Stanford University Master of Science Mechanical Engineering SP20

Austin L. Kirk OK Oklahoma State University                                                                Bachelor of Science Computer Engineering/
Computer Science

FA20

Abbey L. Keirn KS University of Kansas Bachelor of Science Education/Spanish Education FA19

Mathew J. Warren OR Clatsop Community College Associate of Arts Engineering SP20

Ava E. Morton CA California College of the Arts Master of Fine Arts Fine Arts and Critical Writing SP20

Anna M. Riley CO University of Colorado - 
Colorado Springs

Bachelor of Science Nursing SP20

David G. Bishop OK University of Tulsa - 
College of Law

Master of Jurisprudence Energy Law SP20

Carlie J. Dickinson KS University of Kansas - 
School of Law

Juris Doctor                                                     Law SP20

Madison M. Adamoli AR Arizona State University Master of Science Psychology SP20

Noah T. Szceszinski CA California State University - 
Fullerton

Bachelor of Science Biology (Honors: Magna Cum Laude) SP20

Tyler E. Gordon KS Coffeyville Community College Associates of Science Pre-Engineering SP20

Anna B. Farrow KS Pittsburg State University Bachelor of Science Communication SP20

Ashton T. Palmer OK University of Oklahoma - Tulsa Master of Education Education Administration, 
Supervision & Curriculum

SP20

Jessica L. Thompson OK Oklahoma Wesleyan University Master of Education Education FA19

Callie J. Swant FL Indian River State College Bachelor of Education Elementary Education SP20

Madeline Pennington OK Oklahoma State University                                                                Bachelor of Science Animal Science SP20

Jennifer M. Meylor WI University of Wiscon-
sin - School of Medicine

Doctor of Medicine                   Medicine SP20

William E. DeWitt CO University of Colorado Juris Doctor                                                     Law SP20

Mackenzine K. Steiner MO Maryville University Bachelor of Science Communication Science 
and Disorders

SP20

Jordan A. Stotts TX Wayland Baptist University Bachelor of 
Applied Science

Early Childhood Development WI20

Nicholas D. Huffman NM Eastern New Mexico University Bachelor of Science Electronics Engineering Technology SP20

CyLeigh M. Maroney OK University of Central Oklahoma Master of Arts Crime & Intelligence Analysis SP20

Danielle L. Nelson NM New Mexico Institute of 
Mining and Technology

Bachelor of Science Biology SP20

Clair D. Wood OK University of Tul-
sa - College of Law

Juris Doctor                                                     Law SP20

Henry A. Harder OR Willamette University Bachelor of Science Politics with Honors SP20

Danielle R. Suggs TX University of Texas - San Antonio Bachelor of Social 
Sciences

Political Science SP20

Colton J. Soudan CA University of California - 
School of Medicine

Doctor of Medicine                   Medicine SP20

Jessica L. Harris OK Oklahoma City Community 
College

Associate of Arts Psychology FA19

Julie M. McDonald OK University of Tulsa Bachelor of Science Biogeosciences FA19

Melanie R. Sweeney OK Southern Nazarene University Master of Arts Educational Leadership SP20

Trisha L. Sartino AZ University of Phoenix Master of Science Industrial/Organizational Psychology FA19

Cheyenne N. Fuller OK University of Oklahoma Bachelor of Business 
Administration

Marketing SP20

Bennett M. Jarvis WA University of Washington Bachelor of Arts History SP20

Charles M. PeBenito OR Oregon State University Bachelor of Science Speech Communica-
tion, Ethnic Studies

FA19

David M. Browers OK Southeastern Oklaho-
ma State University                                          

Bachelor of Science Liberal and Applied Studies FA19

Andrew J. Haverkamp KS Kansas State University Bachelor of Science Mechanical Engineering SP20

Kari N. Hart NM Western New Mexico University Master of Arts Interdisciplinary Studies in 
Business Administration and History

SP20

Alexandar R. Hunt KS Wichita State University Master of Business Business SP20

Rachel M. Schaefer OK Oklahoma City Community 
College

Associates of Applied Sci-
ence

Physical Therapy Assistant SP20

Ashley L. Seals OK Oklahoma Wesleyan University Bachelor of Science Accounting SP20

Ashley L. Seals OK Oklahoma Wesleyan University Bachelor of Science Human Resources SP20

Shelby C. Rogers MO Washington University - 
School of Law

Juris Doctor                                                     Law SP20

Katharine M. Whitehorn NV University of Nevada - Reno Bachelor of Arts                          Women’s Studies/Criminal Justice SP20

Joseph T. Byrd NM University of New Mexico - 
School of Law

Juris Doctor                                                     Indian Law SP20

Courtney J. Metzger NM University of New Mexico Master of Fine Arts Ceramics SP20

Toby C. Davis MO Missouri Southern State 
University             

Bachelor of Science Mass Communication SP20

Landry N. Jorski TX Texas Tech University Bachelor of Science Public Relations SP20

Garrett C. Jones MO University of Missouri Bachelor of Journalism Journalism SP20

Chase W. Moore GA University of Georgia Bachelor of Business  
Administration

Finance FA19

Congratulations to our Osage Nation College Graduates



20 June 2020 osagenews.org

uals to self-identify,” Osage 
Agency Superintendent Rob-
in Phillips said. “We’ve got 
maybe five people going out 
on an emergency basis or if 
we have a situation where we 
have to do an inspection.”  

Along with the low oil 
prices, councilors questioned 
whether the headright check 
amount was impacted by any 
delays in depositing checks 
from the Osage Agency’s 
lockbox. The Osage Agency 
is one of a handful of sites 
nationally that still relies on 
having someone manually 
match checks generated by 
trust land activity with in-
voices, then credit individual 
accounts with that revenue, 
plus any interest accrued. 
Those checks are supposed 
to be matched and deposit-
ed within 48 hours of hitting 
the lockbox, but previous 
checks were diminished due 
to checks languishing in  
the lockbox. 

“We’re not fully confident 
that those checks are going 
out in a timely manner and 

we’re trying to get every dime 
that we can for our sharehold-
ers,” Councilwoman Margo  
Gray said.

“We know that some of 
those checks are still staying 
in the lockbox for more than 
48 hours.” 

As a cost-cutting measure, 
the council declined to accept 
a quote for the costs associat-
ed with printing and mailing 
its newsletter. Instead, the 
document will be online only 
for the immediate future.  

“We have shareholders 
who are hurting right now,” 
Councilwoman Marsha Har-
lan said. “We should put a stay 
on this process. We should 
send out emails or something 
that is less expensive. We’re 
in this pandemic … and have 
people who will most likely 
get a very minimal payment  
in September.” 

Although the rest of the 
Osage Nation campus re-
opened on May 11, the Min-
erals Council’s offices will 
remain closed through at 
least the end of May due to 
an extension of the council’s 
emergency declaration. Ac-
cess will continue to be by 
appointment only.

Omc 
–from Page 5

stItt 
–from Page 1

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the ed-

itor, please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: 
Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, 
OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagena-

tion-nsn.gov. Letters must be respectful and in-

formative to the reader, and may be edited for 

grammar, clarity and space.

STUDENT STATE SCHOOL NAME DEGREE LEVEL MAJOR / FIELD OF STUDY TERM

Tiffany J. McMillian GA Georgia State University                                                                 Associates of Science Nursing SP20

Evan F. Brown TX Texas Christian University - 
Neeley School of Business

Bachelor of Arts                          Business/Marketing & Leadership SP20

Amber M. Hunt CO University of Denver - Josef Kor-
bel School of International Studies

Master of Arts International Security SP20

Samantha G. Neese AR University of Arkansas                                                                      Bachelor of Arts Journalism (Advertisement/Public 
Relations) (minor: Communications)

SP20

Robert G. Noble KS University of Kansas Master of Accounting Accounting SP20

Anna  J. Gregory MO Evangel University Bachelor of Science Middle School Education FA19

Samuel J. Martz CO Fort Lewis College Bachelor of Science Environmental Biology SP19

Demaris A. Martz (Harrison) CA California State University - 
Fullerton

Bachelor of Arts Studio Arts SU19

Jeffrey H. Martz CO Fort Lewis College Bachelor of Science Engineering  FA19

Miela J. Gross CA University of California - Berkeley Bachelor of Arts Physics SP20

Mallory M. Burd OK University of Oklahoma - 
College of Dentistry

Bachelor of Science Dental Hygiene SP20

Cara H. Steele UT University of Utah Master of Accounting Accounting (emphasis: Tax) SP20

Lauren N. Baca NM University of New Mexico Bachelor of Arts Philosophy Pre-Law SP20

Lauren N. Baca NM University of New Mexico Bachelor of Arts Women’s Studies SP20

Melissa M. West OK Oklahoma Wesleyan University Bachelor of Science Organizational Management SP20

Gavin S. Kendrick OK Oklahoma State University                                                                Bachelor of Science Secondary Education - Social Studies SP20

Gavin S. Kendrick OK Oklahoma State University                                                                Bachelor of Science Political Science SP20

Campbell J. Boulanger OK Oklahoma State University                                                                Bachelor of Science General Business SP20

Campbell J. Boulanger OK Oklahoma State University                                                                Bachelor of Science Marketing (minor: 
International Business)

SP20

Briana L. Scott OK Oklahoma State University                                                                Bachelor of Science Accounting SP20

Sarah A. Shipley AR University of Arkansas                                                                      Master of Arts in 
Teaching 

Elementary Education SP20

Morgan R. Hanna OK Oklahoma State University                                                                Bachelor of Science Human Development and Family 
Science (option: Early Childhood 
Education) 

FA19

Madeline L. Geiger (Noble) MO Missouri Southern State 
University             

Bachelor of Science Environmental Health & Safety SP20

Edward J. Sobottka WI University of Wisconsin - 
Eau Claire

Bachelor of Arts Psychology FA19

Lindsay A. Davis CA California Baptist University Master of Science Sport & Performance Psychology SU19

Megan E. Wilder TX Southern Methodist University Master of Education Education SP20

Mason A. Shackelford OK Northeastern State University                                                            Master of Science Criminal Justice Administration FA19

Mariah N. Keyser MO Evangel University Bachelor of Psychology Psychology (minor: Biblical Studies) SP20

Alexander S. Braden TX South Texas College of 
Law Houston

Juris Doctor                                                     Law FA19

Morgan  G. Almirall AR University of Arkansas                                                                      Bachelor of Science Education SP20

Reece B. Tayrien KS Washburn University Bachelor of Arts History & Religious Studies SP20

Daniel J. Asay UT Brigham Young University Bachelor of Science Psychology SP20

Anna F. McLeod TX Abilene Christian University Bachelor of Science Communication Science and Disorders SP20

Hayden R. Long CA California State University - 
Fresno

Bachelor of Science Criminology (Law Enforcement) SP20

LaKeesha LeFlore OK Rogers State University Bachelor of Science Business Management FA19

Ainsley M. Diehl CA Pepperdine University Bachelor of Arts International Studies SP20

Emily E. Preis NY New York University - 
Tisch School of the Arts

Bachelor of Fine Arts Drama SP20

Gracie L. Lawson NV University of Nevada - Reno Bachelor of Science Biochemistry and Molecular Biology SP20

Gracie L. Lawson NV University of Nevada - Reno Bachelor of Science Molecular Microbiology and 
Immunology

SP20

Emily M. Messimore TX Baylor University Bachelor of Arts Religion, History, and Great Texts SP20

Nicole L. Marsden FL Valencia College Associate of Arts General Studies FA19

Sunshine R. Sweetwater CO University of Colorado - 
Colorado Springs

Bachelor of Science Finance (minor: Entrepreneurship) FA19

Joseph T. Stevens KS Fort Hays State University                                                              Bachelor of Science Nursing SP20

Joshua B. St. John CA California State University - 
Bakersfield

Master of Science Counseling (emphasis: Student 
Affairs)

SP20

still awaiting approval from 
the U.S. Department of Interi-
or before taking effect. Under 
the terms of the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act, the feder-
al government has 45 days to 
formally deny approval to the 
compacts, thus putting the 
deadline at June 8. 

The Otoe-Missouria and 
Comanche compacts include 
provisions allowing sports bet-
ting at two brick and mortar 
locations and online sports 
betting. Neither are currently 
allowed under Oklahoma law 
and the legislature was not 
consulted during negotiations, 
prompting Attorney General 
Mike Hunter to issue a for-

mal opinion that the compacts  
are invalid. 

Leaders of the Oklahoma 
House of Representatives and 
Senate have also publicly dis-
agreed with Gov. Stitt’s claims 
about his authority.

Gov. Stitt and nine tribes are 
currently engaged in court-or-
dered mediation over the sta-
tus of the state’s model gaming 
compact. Seeking higher ex-
clusivity fees from the 30-plus 
gaming tribes across Okla-
homa. Gov. Stitt has publicly 
maintained that the compacts 
expired on New Year’s Eve and 
that any Class III gaming con-
ducted after that date, such as 
craps and roulette, is illegal. 

Attorneys and officials with 
the Cherokee, Choctaw, Chick-
asaw, Muscogee (Creek), Sem-

inole, Citizen Potawatomi and 
Delaware nations; Quapaw 
Tribe and Wichita and Affili-
ated Tribes have argued that 
the compacts’ terms for auto-
matic renewal were all met, 
including the continued autho-
rization of live betting at the 
state’s horse racing facilities.  

In 2019 alone, Oklahoma 
received almost $150 million 
in tribal gaming exclusivity 
fees. The figure is expected to 
be substantially lower in 2020 
as all tribal casinos across the 
state closed for at least six 
weeks due to COVID-19.

In addition to Gov. Stitt’s re-
quest, both sides filed motions 
for summary judgment on 
May 22. Responses are due by  
June 12.

revenues. The resolution 
failed with a 6-6 tie 
vote. Voting “yes” were 
Maker, Mason, Potts, 
Stabler, Whitehorn and 
Edwards. “No” votes 
came from Pratt, Walker, 
BigHorse, Goodfox, Lemon 
and Tillman. Assistant 

Principal Chief Raymond 
Red Corn broke the tie 
with a “no” vote and the 
resolution failed.  

For more information re-
garding ON Congressional reg-
ular or special sessions, filed 
legislation and Congressional 
committee meetings, visit the 
Legislative Branch website 
at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch

sessIOns 
–from Page 5

friends of his teenage daugh-
ters’ toilet-papered his home 
and he caught the kids in the 
act. He said he saw a truck 
parked around the street and 
approached the truck where 
he spoke to the young woman 
driving, who he knew because 
he is an acquaintance with 
her father. There were sev-
eral kids in the car he knew, 
and he asked them to go 
clean up the “mess.” He said 

all but the driver got out and 
took off running and three of 
them left their cell phones in 
the backseat, which he took  
as collateral.

“Within an hour all three 
teenagers had their phones 
after talking with me,” he 
said. “The issue was resolved 
after talking to their parents, 
including the father of the 
driver. The officer deactivated 
the charge, which is listed in  
the report.”

Petition filed in Osage  

Nation Supreme Court
Edwards filed suit in the 

Osage Nation Supreme Court 
on May 12 against Chief Jus-
tice Meredith Drent, Associ-
ate Justice Elizabeth Lohah 
Homer, the Osage Nation 
Congress and Speaker Till-
man, and the Select Commit-
tee of Inquiry and chairperson 
Congresswoman Goodfox.

The Osage News is writ-
ing a separate article on 
Edwards petition. Check 
back to osagenews.org for  
further coverage.

tRIal 
–from Page 4

Congratulations to our Osage Nation College Graduates
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Andrew Christopher Durand

Antonio Morencio Velasco

James Edward Bigheart III

Charles (Charlene) Irene 
Hamilton Cozad

William “Bill” Wayne Southall

Andrew Christopher 
Durand
Submitted by Family

Andy began his wondrous 
life in Tucson, Arizona, to Rob-
ert R. Durand and Francis 
(Frankie) A. Tayrien.

He met and followed his soul 
families back home at 9:50 
p.m. on April 15 at age 59. He 
passed away at home, in his 
bed, as he wished.

Andy was a prince of the 
respected Osage Nation, 
his great-grandfather being 
“Chief Bacon Rind,” the most 
wisest and respected chief of 
his time. (1890’s -1920’s).  An-
dy’s’ given Osage name was 
“Four Fingers.” He was so 
very proud and grateful for his  
Osage heritage.

Andy is survived by his sis-
ter Katherine Durand, Arizo-
na; his two brothers, Robert 
Durand, Arizona and Scott Du-
rand, Minn. Two sons, Chris-
topher Durand, Iowa, and Ian 
Durand, Arizona. Four grand-
children, Kyra, Haley, Dylan 
and Zoey Durand, Minn. His 
beloved Wild Fl. Hound, Bud-
dy, and his Queen and heart 
and soul, Susie Lueth (by 
his side always and forever). 
Many cousins, nieces, nephews 
and friends he called his tribe.

Andy was a musician, sing-
er/songwriter and survival-

ist from age 10. A stuntman, 
mentor, teacher, lover of life, 
seeking truths with God as 
his guide, photographer, artist 
and so much more. He always 
found quality and goodness in 
everyone he met, as shared in 
his song, “Shine.” Within the 
thousands of songs he wrote 
and performed, his “Outlaw” 
personality will be heard as 
well. He shared his grand ex-
periences in life as his forefa-
thers-with his stories spoken 
aloud and sung with music.

He also knew all there was 
to know about cars, firearms, 
and gaming, Rock on GTA.

God Bless you all and  
“Boy Howdy.”

Expressions of love and 
sympathy may be placed and 
viewed online at www.emer-
aldcoastfuneralhome.com.

Antonio Morencio Velasco
Submitted by Family

Antonio Morencio Velasco 
was born on October 19, 1999. 
He left this Earth on May 10, 
2020. He was born and raised 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, by his 
mother. Antonio leaves behind 
his mother Angela Velasco, 
brothers Jose’, Devan, and Ka-
dyn Velasco; his sister-in-law 
Kirsten and his unborn niece. 

Most importantly he leaves 
behind his son Malakiah Vel-
asco, and his mother Jessica. 
He also leaves behind his cous-
ins Sara, and Chancey Crock-
ett, and their children Kegan, 
Ozzy and Abby. 

Antonio was 20 years and 7 
months old when he was tak-
en from us. He was a beloved 
father, son, brother, a believ-
er in Christ, and friend to 
many!! Antonio loved to listen 
to music and hang out with his 
friends and family. He always 
had a smile on his face and 
was the type of guy who never 
met a stranger. 

Antonio extended Love, 
Mercy and kindness to all. An-
tonio was a kind sweet spir-

it that was beautiful inside 
and out. He was a wonderful 
son who adored his moth-
er. He was a friend to every-
one and was loved by many. 
He was preceded in death by 
his Granny Ginger, and his 
grandma Sally whom he ab-
solutely adored. Also, Aunt 
Terri Lynn Brashear, Uncle 
John Brashear, and Uncle Tim 
Clayborn. He will be greatly, 
greatly missed.

James Edward Bigheart III
Submitted by Family

James (“Ed” or “Scurvy”) 
Edward Bigheart III of Ed-
mond, Oklahoma, passed 
away on May 22, 2020 after a 
courageous battle with cancer. 

Ed was born in Pawhus-
ka, Oklahoma on June 20, 
1940 to James Edward Big-
heart II and Wilma Juanita 
(Rutherford) Bigheart. His 
grandparents were Edward 
Bigheart and Cecilia Rattlin-
gourd, and his great-grandpar-
ents were Wah-she-wah-hah 
(John or “Wash”) Bigheart 
and Hlu-a-to-me (Grace) Big-
heart. Ed was of the William 
Penn band and the Ponca  
Peacemaker clan. 

Ed spent the majority of his 
childhood in Pawhuska but 
briefly lived in New Mexico. He 
valued hard work, and one of 
his first jobs was shining shoes 
in downtown Albuquerque 
when he was only in the sec-
ond grade. He attended Sene-
ca Indian Boarding School and 
graduated from Pawhuska 
High School in 1958. At the 
young age of fifteen, he enlist-
ed in the National Guard and 
later attended Officer Cadet 
School, graduating as an L1. 
Additionally, Ed worked for a 
season in Montana where he 
fought forest fires on an all-In-
dian fire brigade.

Recognizing the power of 
higher education, Ed was the 
first in his family to attend col-
lege, and he attended the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma where he 

was a member of the Sequoyah 
Club. He later attended Cen-
tral State College in Edmond, 
Oklahoma. While attending 
CSC, he met his wife, Janet 
Wright, to whom he was hap-
pily married for 54 years. The 
couple made Edmond their 
home, where they raised five 
children. After graduating, Ed 
worked as a pharmaceutical 
representative for Burroughs 
Welcome Co. His generosity, 
quick wit, and acceptance of 
everyone made him a close 
friend and mentor to many. 
After retiring at 55, he enjoyed 
golfing, traveling, and devot-
ing time to his family.

Ed’s family was truly the 
light of his life, and he was 
happiest when surround-
ed by his five children, thir-
teen grandchildren, and five 
great-grandchildren. He was 
a proud member of the Osage 
Nation and was a devoted stu-
dent of his tribal language. He 

received the Osage name Wah-
she-wah-hah, which translates 
to “great courage,” a quality 
he possessed and vividly dis-
played during his final months 
of life.

He is preceded in death by 
his paternal grandparents, 
Edward Bigheart and Cecelia 
Rattlingourd; his maternal 
grandparents, William Ruth-
erford and Ara Lawson; and 
his parents, Juanita Ruther-
ford and Ed Bigheart. He is 
survived by his wife, Janet 
Wright Bigheart; his brother, 
Billie Joe Bigheart, and his 
sister, Lahonda Jane Larson; 
his daughter, Deidre Yer-
bic and husband Jim; his son 
James Edward “Eddie” Big-
heart the IV and wife Susan; 
son Lance Bigheart; son John 
Bigheart and wife Shannon; 
daughter Meredith Seagraves 
and husband John; thirteen 
grandchildren, Annawake 
and husband Jake, Kyle, Alec, 
Beau and fiancé Cori, Bran-
don, Brady, Emma, Mari, Mi-
chael and wife Ashley, Austin, 
Jacob, Stella, and Rachel and 
five great-grandchildren, Con-
nor, AJ, Kathryn, Harper, and 
Nyia; and numerous cousins, 
nieces and nephews.

Visitation took place on May 
26, 2020 at Oak Hills Church 
in Edmond, Oklahoma, fol-
lowed by a service. 

An Osage service, with John 
D. Redeagle officiating, was 
held on May 28, 2020 at Wa-
kon Iron Chapel in Pawhus-
ka. Interment followed at the 
Pawhuska City Cemetery.

Charles (Charlene) Irene 
Hamilton Cozad
Submitted by Family

In Loving Remembrance
Charles (Charlene) Irene 

Hamilton Cozad was born 
in Pawnee, Oklahoma, on 
September 09, 1950, to Otto 
Charles Hamilton Jr. and Eliz-
abeth Irene McCarthy. Her 
paternal grandparents were 
Otto Hamilton and Josephine 
Pryor Hamilton. Her mater-
nal grandparents were Her-
man McCarthy and Mamie  
Soccey-Pratt. 

Wife of 36 years to Larry 
Gene Cozad. Sibling to Delores 
and Herman Sleeper Sr., Otto 
Hamilton III, Margie Williams, 
Berbon R. Hamilton, There-
sa Flowerette, Trudy, Amy, 
and Tammy Kerby. Mother of 
daughters Dana Maker, Ale-
na Speakthunder, Lana Look-
out, Jamie Jon Whiteshirt and 
one son Kiowa Charlie Cozad. 
Grandmother of James, Sa-
mantha and Joseph Fields, 
Jacob Whiteshirt, Cedar Per-
rier, McCarthy Speakthun-
der, Seth, Jacey, Brandon, 
J.R., Charles, and Etta Look-
out, Kaylie Tipps, Sterling 
Sears, and Brycen Whiteshirt. 
Great-grandmother of Kamrie, 
Kinlee, Kiah, Kiaden, Rylan, 
and Easton Fields, Quinton 
and Etiva Whiteshirt, Vivian 
Chapman, Nova and Penny 
Lookout, Micah TwoBabies, 
and Aiden Hallmark. Neph-
ews: Herman Jr. and Chris-
topher Sleeper, William, 
Antwine, Berbon K., and Noah 
Hamilton, John III (Sonny 
boy), Issac, Theodore (Teddy) 
Williams. Nieces: Tina Sleep-
er, Allison Williams, Dora and 
Autumn Williams, Kiana and 
Wahreshe Hamilton.

She is survived by her fa-
ther Otto Hamilton, husband 
Larry Cozad, sister-in-law 
Ann Sleeper, and brothers: 
Otto Hamilton III and Berbon 

R. Hamilton. Sisters: Margie 
Williams, Theresa Flower-
ette, Trudy, Amy, and Tammy 
Kerby. Daughters: Dana and 
Larry Maker, Alena and Ron 
Speakthunder, Lana Lookout, 
Jamie Jon Whiteshirt and 
one son Kiowa Charlie Cozad 
and companion Erica Moore. 
Numerous beloved nephews 
and nieces. Preceded in death 
by her grandparents, mother: 
Elizabeth McCarthy, Sister: 
Delores Sleeper, Brother: Her-
man Sleeper Sr., and grand-
son: James Fields.

Charlene spent her early 
years in Hominy and attended 
Catholic School at the Immac-
ulate Conception in Pawhus-
ka. She has lived in Pawnee, 
Tulsa, and Sapulpa, Oklaho-
ma. She raised four daughters 
and worked at Tulsa at the 
Williams Center in account-
ing. Then moved her family to 
Stillwater to attend Oklahoma 
State University. Four years 
later, she received her Bache-
lor’s degree in Business Man-
agement. She was employed 
at the Tinker Air Force base, 
then moved to Hominy and 
worked at the Bureau of Indi-
an Affairs in Pawhuska. She 
married Larry Cozad on April 
06, 1984 and they resided in 

Hominy until her passing. She 
had her Elompa (son) in Au-
gust 1988 and decided to fol-
low her passion of singing and 
dancing. She was well known 
throughout pow-wow country 
and was a world class champi-
onship dancer.

Charlene was very proud of 
her heritage. She lived her life 
to the fullest and did what she 
loved to do. She was a proud 
Osage, Acoma Pueblo, For-
est County Pottawatomi (in 
Wisconsin), French and Black 
Dutch woman. She was a life-
time member of the Native 
American Church and taught 
by her beloved Mother-in-law: 
Velma Cozad how to carry wa-
ter into Kiowa NAC’s. Velma 
also dressed her and gave her 
rights to dress others in Kio-
wa style regalia. She traveled 
with her husband to pow-wows 
across the United States. She 
loved to dance in her beautiful 
buckskin and sing behind her 
husband. At the end of each 
pow-wow you would always 
see her writing the names of 
the winners in her notepad. 

Every year, she would get all 
her children excited for Osage 
I’lonshka dances in June. She 
was on various committees as 
a lady singer and enjoyed ev-
ery minute under the arbor. 
She made her own buckskin, 
beadwork, shawls, shirts, and 
moccasins. She did the same 
for her children and grand-
children. She always had a 
smile and would just make 
you feel special talking to her. 
She loved to visit with every-
one wherever the pow-wow 
trail took her and had numer-
ous adopted sisters, brothers, 
sons, daughters, grandsons, 
granddaughters and families. 
She will be greatly missed in 
the pow-wow world, under the 
arbor, and to all that loved 
her and called her Daughter, 
Mom, Grandma, Auntie, Sis-
ter, and wife.

William “Bill” Wayne 
Southall
Submitted by Family

William “Bill” Wayne 
Southall passed away at home 
on April 10, 2020 at the age 
of 58 after giving all his love 
and life to his family and loved 
ones.  He was the son of Pat & 
Wayne Southall.  Bill attended 
OSU.  He was a truck driver 
and farmer.  Bill enjoyed cars 
and his family.  He was also a 
part-time mechanic.  He was a 
member of the Osage Nation. 

He is survived by two sis-
ters, Kay Parks of Allen, TX 
and Sharon Jahn of Fairview, 
TX. He has 1 niece and 4 neph-
ews – Noah Jahn, Joshua 

Jahn, Kioko, Jahn, Brandon 
Parks and Cody Parks.  

Bill rests in peace at the 
Lawnview cemetery in Cor-
dell, OK.  Bill was known for 
his great sense of humor and 
telling great stories.  He will 
be missed dearly.  

Local Osage uses skills for political expression
Osage News

Osage Nation tribal member 
Dan Walker left little to the 
imagination of what he thinks 
of Oklahoma Governor Kevin 
Stitt when he constructed a 
sign and put it near a busy in-
tersection in Barnsdall. 

The sign reads, in big bright 
maroon letters, “Oklahoma’s 
Indian Owned Casinos – Think 
Gov. Stitt Sucks.”

Walker said he “wants to 
start a movement” to advo-
cate for tribes currently in a 
legal battle with Oklahoma’s 
governor over 2020 tribal  
gaming compacts.

Photo by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation tribal member Dan Walker left no room for equivocation in 
his message to Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt.

Osage Nation Higher
Education Scholarship 
deadline is June 15
Osage News

The deadline for the Osage 
Nation Higher Education 
Scholarship annual qualify-
ing application for the 2020-
2021 academic year is June 
15 by 11:59 p.m. CST.

The Summer Term 2020 
payment request application 
deadline is also June 15 by 
11:59 p.m. CST. 

The scholarship is avail-
able to Osage students who 
have successfully submit-
ted the application by the 
deadline and are pursuing a 

post-secondary education at 
the associate level or beyond. 
Students must maintain a 
minimum grade point aver-
age of a 2.0 each term and be 
in good standing to remain 
eligible. There is a separate 
Career Training Scholar-
ship available, but cannot 
be received simultaneously 
with the higher education 
scholarship, according to the 
scholarship’s website. 

For more information on 
how to apply, visit the web-
site at https://learnmore.
scholarsapply.org/osage/
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Shaw, CEO/ Chief Medical 
Officer of the Wah-Zha-
Zhi Health Center. The 
election officials brain-
stormed and met twice in 
May to set the procedures  
and recommendations.

Election Supervisor 
Alexis Rencountre said 
her office visited with 
the CHR and Emergen-
cy Management offices to 
request workers to screen 
voters at the polling place 
entrance. She also not-
ed those workers will be 
available to take tempera-
tures of attendees at the 
candidate campsites in the 
government campus park 
on Election Day.

Election Board Chair-
woman Shannon Lockett 
said the voter assistance 
for those who cannot enter 
the building is the same 
option available for voters 
requesting assistance due  
to disability.

“We are not denying 
anyone the right to vote, 
they can vote in their car 
because we can bring a 
ballot out,” Lockett said.

Other Election Day pro-
cedures include:

• The floor will be 
marked every 6 feet 
indicating where 
voters need to stand 
in line to follow social 
distancing guidelines.

• All Election Board, 
staff and polling place 
workers will wear 
masks and gloves 
throughout the day.

• The election workers 
will be placed at least 
6 feet apart at the 
check-in tables.

• Voters will enter and 
exit the voting areas 
through separate 
access points.

• The voting booths will 
be placed at least 6 
feet apart and will be 
cleaned throughout 
the day after people 
vote.  

Election Day voting 
is open from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. at the Civic Center 
located at 1994 W. Main 
St. in Pawhuska. After 
voting closes, the ballots 
will be counted and the 
election officials will an-
nounce results in front of 
the Chambers Building on  
the campus.

[Editor’s Note: This ar-
ticle ran online May 31, 
2020]

PRecautIOns 
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Straight Dancers wait for a song after grand entry at Kihekah Steh 

Powwow, July 26-28, 2019.

Annual Kihekah Steh 
Powwow canceled 
Osage News

The Kihekah Steh Club has officially canceled this year’s 
powwow. See the message from the powwow club:

“We are living in a difficult time. COVID-19 has caused 
many organizations to cancel events this year. The Kihekah 
Steh Club has made the difficult decision to cancel this year’s 
annual powwow. We want everyone to stay safe and well. 
Thank you for your understanding regarding this decision. 
We hope to see everyone next year at the 2021 powwow!”

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit 

a letter to the editor, please 
mail it to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 
604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 
74056 or send email to sshaw@

osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters 

must be respectful and infor-

mative to the reader, and may 

be edited for grammar, clarity 

and space.

Congratulations!
Hannah M. Hamilton has 

signed a letter of intent to swim 
at the University of Puget 
Sound in Tacoma, Washington 
this fall. Hamilton had a stel-
lar high school swimming ca-
reer for Mustang High School 
in Mustang, Oklahoma. 

Swimming since the age of 
6, Hamilton is a three-time 
State Champion and holds 
three school records. She has 
won the Oklahoma Coach-
es Meet in the 100 Butterfly, 
the West Regionals in 2019 in 
the 100-meter fly – a first in  
school history. 

Featured in numerous local 
publications, she is the first fe-
male swimming from Mustang 
High School to make regionals 
and the state championships 
for her school. In her spare 
time she teaches swimming 
lessons to Special Olympic 
swimmers and younger swim-
mers as well. She is also a 
lifeguard at the Mustang Com-
munity pool. 

She is a 4.0 National Hon-

ors student and looks forward 
to continuing her education 
at the University of Puget 
Sound. She is the daughter 
of Amanda Hamilton, the 
granddaughter of Immacula-
ta Sanders (Polhamus), the 
great-granddaughter of Tere-
sa Polhamus (Smith), and the 
great-great-granddaughter of 
Minnie Elkinson. 

Hannah M. Hamilton
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CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Candidate Jodie Revard was elected to be on the 7th Osage Nation Congress on June 1, 2020. Revard received 
the most votes of any candidate.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

A voter makes her way into the polling place at the 2020 Osage Nation 
General Election.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Candidate Jodie Revard and her longtime companion Guy Ray Po-
cowatchit on election night, June 1, 2020. 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

ABOVE: Osage Nation Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear visits 
will Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox while waiting for election re-
sults on June 1, 2020.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

ABOVE: Grayhorse elder Cecilia Tallchief smiles for a photo as she visits 
while waiting for the election results to be announced on June 1, 2020.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

RIGHT: A toddler walks with his mother as voters await the election re-
sults on June 1, 2020.



Due to the unprecedented times caused by the COVID-19 virus
pandemic, in an effort to cut costs of the Osage News, the 
newspaper will be subscription only beginning
SEPTEMBER 1, 2020. The newspaper is still FREE
to all Osage tribal members, but it 
must be requested with 
a subscription.

We are currently taking subscription requests.
There are four ways to subscribe: 

• Email your full name and mailing address to osagenews@osagenation-nsn.gov

• Facebook message your full name and mailing address to the Osage News Facebook page

• Call the Osage News office at (918) 287-5668

• Stop by the Osage News office at 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK  

We will get through this together and we look forward to continuing
our award-winning coverage of the Osage Nation. Way-we-nah 

**This does not affect those individuals who already have a paid subscription.**              osagenews.org | facebook.com/osagenews


