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Candidate Debates 
hosted online via Zoom 
video conferencing
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Instead of taking to the podiums, Osage Con-
gressional hopefuls took to their laptops and smart 
phones for the Osage News’ candidate debate. 

Due to COVID-19, the Osage News editorial 
board voted in March to cancel the in-person de-
bates scheduled for April 4 at Osage Casino Tulsa. 
Instead, the debates were postponed to April 25 and 
moved to Zoom. 

“We miss hosting you all in person and enjoy-
ing our beautiful casino facilities,” Osage News 
editorial board vice chairwoman Tara McLain Man-
they said. “We also regret we’re not able to have 
our live audience of our friends and family with 
us, but we’re keeping everyone as safe as possible  
right now.”  

Debate questions were submitted by Osage citizens 
and vetted by the editorial board as part of an April 
22 meeting. Asked to moderate for the debate was 

Second group addresses 
LLCs, laws, the Supreme 
Court and per cap
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The second group of candidates to participate in 
the 2020 Osage News Candidate Debates were Mi-
chael Kidder, John Maker, Mary Jo Pratt, Amanda 
Proctor and Jodie Revard. 

Moderator for the debate was Sterling Cosper, 
programs director for the Native American Jour-
nalists Association and the host was Tara Mc-
Lain Manthey, vice chair for the Osage News  
Editorial Board. 

Candidates were asked five questions, submitted 
by Osage tribal members. They were allowed two 
minutes for introductions, two minutes to answer 
questions, one minute for rebuttal and two minutes 
for closing remarks. 

First question
“Transparency is a word we hear a lot around 

election time. How would you help make the busi-

Third group discusses
economic development,
COVID-19 impact
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the global COVID-19 pandemic sidelining 
countless public gatherings and annual event func-
tions, the 2020 Osage News Candidate Debates 
shifted online for the first time on April 25 with all 
15 Congressional candidates participating.

The newspaper’s Editorial Board hosted the de-
bates – now in its 10th election year – through vid-
eoconferencing with the candidates participating 
from their respective locations during the after-
noon-long event held on a warm sunny Saturday in 
Osage County.

Editorial Board Vice Chairwoman Tara Mc-
Lain Manthey welcomed the 15 Osages running 
for Congress in the June 1 General Election and 
shared moderating duties with Sterling Cosper 
(Muscogee Creek Nation), who is programs direc-
tor for the Native American Journalists Associ-
ation. In the debate format, the candidates were 

Osage News Candidate Debates 2020
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Michael Bristow announces 
his candidacy for
Osage Nation Congress
By Michael Bristow

HaWe, I am Michael Bri-
stow and I would appre-
ciate your vote for Osage  
Congress.

My mother is Olivia “Big-
gie” Mashunkashey Bristow, 
born and raised in Hominy. 
My maternal great-grand-
father, Ben Mashunkashey, 
was the first Drumkeeper for 
the WahHaKon-lin district. 
My father, Bob Bristow, 
was a member of the Na-
tive American Church. I am 
proud to have been raised 
with Osage traditions. I took 
my place at our E-Lon-Schka 
dances at the age of 8 and I 
have held a position on the 
Pawhuska War Dance com-
mittee since the age of 14. 

As your Congressman, 
I will be devoted to the  
following:

• Eldercare:  As a 
member of Congress, 
I will instill a strong 
support for Eldercare 
during budgeting 
prioritization. I would 
like to see the Nation 
focus resources into 
establishing a skilled 
nursing facility and 
develop a comprehensive 
Eldercare program.  By 
providing this type of 
service to our elders, 
we can allow them to 
age-in-place in Osage 
County surrounded by 
family, friends, and care 
givers who understand 
what it means to be 
Osage.  A facility such 
as this would provide 
a win/win situation in 
establishing an avenue 
for Osage Scholarship 
recipients studying in 
the health care field, 
an opportunity to come 
back to the Nation and 
provide our elders with 
the benefit of their 
education. 

• Integrity:  As a licensed 
Speech Pathologist 
working with geriatric 
patients, honesty and 
strong moral principals 
are essential. In my 
practice, I am reminded 
daily that when the 
health care needs of our 
people are addressed, 
we create a thriving 
community. I was raised 
to make sure our elders 
are treated with love, 
dignity, and the highest 

respect; that our Osage 
youth are given every 
opportunity to pursue 
a higher education to 
ensure that our Osage 
people thrive in today’s 
economy and into 
the future.  As a son, 
brother, and Godfather, 
it is my responsibility to 
my immediate family, 
relatives, and my people 
to do everything I can to 
make this happen.

• Accountability: Our 
Nation can only 
move forward if the 
ON Legislative and 
Executive branches 
make the choice to work 
together, resulting in 
decisions made for the 
betterment of Osage 
Nation Citizens.  As 
we say “WahShkan” 
– Do Your Best. I will 
be accountable to the 
Nation I represent in 
the decisions I make 
striving for an outcome 
that is best for all of us.

I will strongly support 
funding for the burial as-
sistance, the health benefit 
card, and the higher educa-
tion scholarship programs. 
As a past scholarship re-
cipient, I understand the 
importance the scholarship 
funding provides to Osage 
students seeking higher ed-
ucation. I have been given 
the opportunity to give back 
to the Osage community the 
benefit of my Bachelors and 
Masters education by on the 
Osage Nation Health Au-
thority Board in 2018. I de-
sire to continue giving back 
to the Osage Nation and 
would be proud to serve as 
your Congressman.  

I am Michael Bristow, I 
am Osage and I seek your 
vote to serve as a member 
of the next Osage Nation  
Congress.

GaKohNa

Michael Bristow

Melissa Goodfox Dailey

Shannon Edwards

Colt Herren

Candidate announCements Candidate announCements Candidate announCements

Melissa Goodfox Dailey announces her
candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
By Melissa Goodfox Dailey

My name is Melissa Good-
fox Dailey and I am proudly 
announcing my candidacy for 
a seat in the Osage Nation 
Congress 2020 election. I will 
provide the support to protect 
our culture and help grow our 
Osage Nation.

I am the daughter of Amos 
and Janet (Red Eagle) Good-
fox. The granddaughter of 
Amos Goodfox Sr. (Pawnee) 
and Myrtle Morrell Unap. The 
granddaughter of Harry and 
Willimina Red Eagle. I am the 
sister of Lance, Joe and Tim-
my Goodfox. And, the proud 
mother of Amos, Rachel and 
Chelsea Dailey.

I was born and raised in 
Hominy and I have participat-
ed in the I’n Lo’n Schka  my 
entire life.

I received my associate 
degree in Business Admin-
istration from Tulsa Commu-

nity College. I also received my 
BBA in Accounting from the 
University of Houston – Victo-
ria. I am a Senior Accountant 
with an oil and gas company in 
Houston Texas. I have helped 
provide the coordination of 
the Houston Texas gathering 
meetings and the 2020 Strate-
gic Planning meetings.

My goals are to :  
1. Assist with economic 

sustainability 
development

2. Support the health and 
well-being initiatives.

3. Promote continuing 
education efforts.

4. Uphold the checks 
and balances of our 
government system.

I would greatly appreciate 
your vote on June 1, 2020. I 
would be honored to serve our 
great Osage Nation. I will work 
hard to support and protect 
our culture and heritage while 
promoting the economic de-
velopment of the Wahzhazhe  
Nation.

You can contact at melissa.
goodfox.dailey@gmail.com. 
You can also reach my through 
my facebook website Melissa 
Goodfox Dailey for Osage Na-
tion Congress 2020.

Shannon Edwards announces her
candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
By Shannon Edwards

Ha’we to the Osage Peo-
ple–I am Shannon Love Ed-
wards and I am running for 
re- election to the Osage Na-
tion Congress. My experience 
has taught me that one of the 
most important Congressional 
responsibilities is oversight. 
For every bill up for consid-
eration, I do the research, I 
demand documentation, I ask 
the tough questions- I want us 
all to have a full understand-
ing of what impact a law will 
have on the Osage Nation be-
fore I vote. 

Congress holds the “power 
of the purse,” and I will con-
tinue to require a complete 
analysis for all major funding 
requests, including how many 
Osages will be served. The Of-
fice of Fiscal and Performance 
Review (OFPR) has been 
given more power by law to 
investigate spending and per-
formance. It should use that 
power, and Congress should 
require data and a positive 
report from OFPR to consider 
spending requests. 

Not one Osage Nation busi-
ness enterprise, except gaming, 
has ever returned a dividend 
to the Nation. Some rely sole-
ly on the Nation’s money when 
they should be bringing it in 
from outside sources! At times, 
enterprises have competed 
against each other, or the Na-

tion has paid their debts to 
avoid default. The Nation has 
been forced to contract multi-
ple times to clean up financial 
messes. Nationally recognized 
business consultants have pro-
vided solutions, only to have 
their advice ignored. 

Against recommendations, 
common sense, and a “No” 
vote from me, Congress has 
propped up economic ventures 
with money from the Nation’s 
purse long after they were re-
quired to be profitable. Some of 
this money was used to bloat 
company operations, which in 
turn required a sale of compa-
ny assets to stay afloat. There 
are no funding prerequisites in 
law, and almost every session 
some Congress member spon-
sors a bill to give money to an 
enterprise that has missed a 
dividend payment deadline. 

Lack of economic diversity is 
stunting the Nation’s ability 
to provide more assistance to 
members. Congress has to do 
what little it can to reverse 
this negative trend. 

There are too many Execu-
tive boards; duplication of ef-
fort has unnecessarily grown 
government. The next Con-
gress should establish in law a 
board structure that requires 
a unified approach to nongam-
ing business and makes other 
board service voluntary. I will 
continue to provide Consti-
tutionally mandated advice 
and consent to good board 
appointments. I will contin-
ue to vote against multiple  
business boards. 

My commitments to you are 
to sponsor and vote for laws 
that safeguard the Nation’s as-
sets, assist all Osage members 
in need, make government 
more transparent and ac-
countable to the Osage People, 
and streamline the structure 
of the Nation’s enterprises. 
The Osage government exists 
to serve the People. If running 
it outpaces the services it pro-
vides, it fails in its purpose. I 
will continue to provide Con-
gressional oversight, holding 
those who act foolishly with 
the Osage People’s money ac-
countable. Please vote to re- 
elect me to the Osage Nation 
Congress. 

Colt Herren announces his candidacy
for Osage Nation Congress
By Colt Herren

My name is Colt Herren 
and I am asking for your sup-
port and vote for Osage Nation 
Congress. 

I live in Skiatook, OK with 
my wife, Sara, and our chil-
dren, Cash, Chaz and Chloe. 
We live on our Osage County 
ranch that was original allot-
ment land to my mother’s side 
of the family, the Stevens/
Wyrick. It has been passed 
down and I am now the 5th 
generation to own it. While 
keeping it a working cattle 
ranch, I am teaching my chil-
dren how to be good stewards 
of the land. 

Being a tribal land owner, 
I want to work with the Min-
erals Council to ensure that 
our native lands are being 
cared for as they should and 
in the way that our ancestors 
intended. I would love to see a 
Cultural Center with a Trib-
al Kid’s Program developed, 
grow and thrive on the Osage 
Nation Ranch. This program 
would offer opportunities to 
enrich our Osage culture with 
our members and bring mind-
fulness to the communities 
around the ranch. The Kid’s 

Program could benefit the chil-
dren of our future, giving them 
opportunities they may other-
wise not have. 

I have been in public service 
since 2003. I started my fire-
fighting career at Skiatook Fire 
Dept., then joined the Osage 
County Sheriff’s office in 2005 
where I have worked my way 
up to Reserve Sergeant at this 
time. I joined Tulsa Fire Dept. 
in 2006 where I am currently 
a firefighter. I feel that these 
rolls have given me the expe-
rience needed to represent the 
people of Osage Nation by, not 
only, working with the public 

on a daily basis but giving me 
a different perspective on how 
the Nation and our people can 
benefit. I continue to look and 
work towards an Osage Nation 
ran Ambulance service for all 
of Osage County. This service 
would focus on the rural ar-
eas and communities without 
a current emergency medical 
service. This would give ben-
efits to make the nation itself 
more self-sufficient and could 
bring an additional source of 
revenue to the tribe.

Education is fundamental 
and I have confidence in our 
tribe’s Scholarship Program. I 
do want to add to it. I strong-
ly believe that Trade Schools 
are an important part of our 
economy and culture and that 
there will always be an essen-
tial need for trade workers. 
When adding Trade Schools 
to our Scholarship Program, 
the tribe is not only helping 
that individual go to school 
and learn a new trade to suc-
ceed but essentially it is help-
ing start an Osage owned  
small business.    

As an adoptive parent for 

See herren
—Continued  on Page 14
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Billy Keene announces his candidacy
for the Osage Nation Congress
By Billy Keene

My name is Billy Keene and 
I humbly ask for your sup-
port to be elected to Osage 
Congress. I am the father of 
Carson Anthony Keene and 
Robert Owen Keene (ROK). 
I am the son of Joe and Mar-
garet Denise Keene. Margaret 
Denise Keene is the daughter 
of Cecilia Red Eagle and Wiley 
Thornton, the granddaughter 
of Harry Red Eagle Sr. and 
Mary Red Eagle. I am the 
great-great-great grandson of 
Governor Joe.  I am a member 
of the Zon-Zo-Li District and 
have danced in the Osage In-
Lon-Schka for over 20 years.  
I have a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Administration from 
Haskell Indian Nations Uni-
versity and a Juris Doctorate 
from Oklahoma City Universi-
ty School of Law with an Indian 
Law Certificate. I am honored 
to also serve on the Haskell  
University Foundation. 

I currently work with the 
Osage Nation Compliance De-
partment and provide over-
sight and internal reviews for 
30 tribal departments. This 
work experience gives me a 

keen insight into how our day-
to-day operations operate. It 
is time for change. I prom-
ise to always look to see how 
our tribal dollars can serve 
our most vulnerable popula-
tions first (elders, children, 
sick/handicapped) before 
these dollars leave the Osage  
Nation Treasury. 

Our language and culture 
departments are vital and 
make us who we are. I will be 
a staunch advocate for these 
programs. Maintaining key 
benefits like the health card 
along with education benefits 
and burial assistance is essen-

tial. In the past Congress has 
appropriated millions of dollars 
to LLC’s who have not returned 
a profit. Currently Pawhuska 
is experiencing an econom-
ic boom. It is inexcusable the 
Osage Nation does not have a 
profitable business presence in 
the downtown Pawhuska area. 
As your Congressman, I prom-
ise to use common sense when 
evaluating what dollars go to-
ward economic development.  
Oklahoma Governor Stitt has 
taken action to attack our 
gaming operations and tribal 
sovereignty, my Indian Law 
Certificate gives me a unique 
skill-set to confront these legal 
challenges. 

I will not campaign on emp-
ty promises, and won’t pitch 
“pie in the sky” ideas to you. 
It is paramount we spend 
our Tribal dollars smarter. I 
pledge to have an open chan-
nel of communication with the 
Osage Constituents and al-
ways provide needed feedback 
even when Congress is not in 
session. Let’s work together to 
create a better Osage Nation 
for all Osages and move this 
Nation forward.

Mary Jo Pratt announces her candidacy 
for Osage Nation Congress; the Osage 
Nation General Election is June 1
By Mary Jo Pratt

I appreciate each one of you 
that supported me two years 
ago. I am going to ask for your 
continued support now. 

I believe leaders are sup-
posed to change the world peo-
ple live in. We, as leaders, have 
an obligation to help our peo-
ple step into a better quality 
of life. I believe we need more 
leaders to drive the effective-
ness of their function—leaders 
that will play a strategic role 
in our Nation’s success. 

We have a strong need to ac-
celerate transformation across 
our three dimensions to deliv-
er excellent outcomes for you. 
This is why I fully support 
working with our brothers and 
sisters on the Minerals Coun-
cil. There are many tribes 
where energy development is 
the primary revenue gener-
ator. I believe we should look 
into this opportunity in great-
er detail. A Tribal Energy 
Resource Agreement (TERA) 
would grant authority to us 
so that we could approve leas-
es, business agreements and 
rights-of-way for energy devel-
opment on tribal lands.  

My career began with strong 
dedication to my communi-
ty more than 20 years ago. 
My leadership and business 
acumen stem from an accom-
plished history of service to 
guarantee positive results for 
not only my clientele but also 
the community at large. I have 
a strong sense of ethics and 
experience creating multimil-
lion dollar balanced budgets, 
project management, leading 
volunteer groups, business de-
velopment and appropriations. 
My experience also includes a 
strong understanding of how 
different levels of government 

work and how to work with 
them for positive outcomes. 

I am family and communi-
ty oriented; I will dedicate my 
time to make your lives better. 
I truly believe in community 
engagement; often, this is how 
ideas become law. I will advo-
cate for a strong and inviting 
environment to enhance the 
well-being of our entire Na-
tion. I firmly believe how we 
treat our people, the most vul-
nerable, is a reflection of who 
we are. I ask for your vote and 
I ask you to bring your voices 
forward. Let us make change 
together. I will work to have a 
richer understanding of your 
needs and I will stand strong 
for your rights.  

This land, our land, is 
shared by all of us and the 
challenges we face—we face 
together. We pride ourselves 
on our courage, strength and 
resiliency. Let us care for that 
flame, not put it out. 

We come from strong and 
honorable people who never 
gave up on what we believe 
in. We are also responsible for 
building tomorrow’s Nation. I 
am asking for your vote so that 
I can help make those changes.  

Jodie K. Revard announces her
candidacy for Osage Nation Congress 
By Jodie K. Revard

Osage Citizens,
My name is Jodie K. Revard, 

and I’m seeking a congressio-
nal seat for the 7th Osage Con-
gress.  I grew up in Pawhuska 
and graduated from Pawhus-
ka High School. Previous work 
and educational opportuni-
ties have allowed that I live 
in Texas, Colorado, and New 
Mexico.  I currently reside at 
our family’s home place, the 
Coshehe original allotment,  
near Barnsdall.  

After receiving my bache-
lor degree, I moved home and 
began working for the Tribe.  
Soon after, I was encouraged to 
run for the 31st Tribal Council.  
I was elected as the youngest 
woman to serve on the council 
and the second woman ever 
elected.  For the same reason 
I ran then, I am running now.

I’ve spent many years of my 
life on the agency campus.  My 
mom, Angie Coshehe Revard, 
began working for the Tribe in 
the 1970s.  After school, I spent 
hours playing with other kids 

on the campus, and we were re-
ferred to as the “agency kids!”  
I remember the old houses on 
campus that were later turned 
into offices, and the most excit-
ing memory is when the Tribe 
went electronic.  I’ll never for-
get the first switchboard and 
all the lights that would flash 
when someone called.  During 
those times, the agency was 
very family-oriented, and 
many of us kids would enter-
tain ourselves by bothering all 
the employees, playing in the 

park behind the garages, run-
ning up and down the stairs 
to the downtown area. Some 
of my fondest memories were 
at the agency.  They still are.  
The campus is still my home 
away from home.  Many of the 
employees that work for the 
Nation share my memories.  
For me, it’s love and compas-
sion.  My compassion resulted 
in working for the Nation, in 
some fashion, for 19 years of 
my life.  My first job, through 
the summer youth program, 
was a janitor. I still work for 
the Nation. 

I’ve personally seen magnif-
icent growth in direct service 
programs and revenue over 
the years.  The Nation has 
exercised and retained Sover-
eignty through defining mem-
bership and strengthening 
self-governance.  The work-
force has grown tremendously, 
and the employees are finally 
enjoying well-deserved ben-
efits.  I’ve watched different 

Michael Kidder announces 
his candidacy for 
Osage Nation Congress 
By Michael Kidder

I am proud to announce 
my candidacy and to run for 
Osage Nation Congress. 

My Great Grandparents 
are Ben Wheeler and Fannie 
Wheeler, Amos Hamilton 
and Marie Etiva Hamilton. 
Grandparents are Muskogee 
Wheeler and Mildred Wheel-
er. My Parents are Mary 
Francis Wheeler Kidder and 
Dennis Kidder.

My work experience in-
cludes Barret Refinery as 
Quality Control Chemists 
(Owner Rocky Barret and 
current Chief the of the Cit-
izen Band Pottawatomie’s). 
Kerr McGee on the R&D 
chemical (Titanium Diox-
ide). Waste Management 
R&D converting methane 
gas into biodiesel off the 
landfill sites.

I had the privileged to 
have served the Osage 
Nation as Osage Gaming 
Commissioner from 2014 
to 2019, becoming Osage 
Gaming Commissioner 
Chairman 2018 to 2019.  I 
am very proud of my time 
on the Gaming Commis-
sion.  During my time with 
Commission, we were able 
to cut our budget and save 
the Osage Nation millions of 
dollars and streamlining the 
Gaming Commission to run 
in an efficient manner, while 
maintaining the integrity of 
the Gaming Commission. 

I resigned from Osage 
Gaming Chairman in Octo-
ber 2019 to work in the Fi-
nancial Assistance Program 
to become Employment and 
Training Coordinator in the 
Osage Nation. I am delighted 
to be part of a great team, in 
Osage Financial Assistance 
Program.  Where we assist 
and help fellow Osage at the 
time of crises.  My job I is to 
help assist and find jobs for 
Osage’s and other Natives. 
We also provide job skills, 
resume building, help with 
resume, interview skills and 
other skill needed to provide 
job stability.  It is a privilege 
and honor to be given this 
opportunity to work for the 
Osage Nation.   

I feel with my ex-
perience and cultural 
awareness, I would be 
a good fit for the Osage  
Congressional position.  

Michael Kidder 

John F. Maker announces
his candidacy for Osage
Nation Congress
By John F. Maker

Ha Weh   Wa Zha Zhe   Ni 
Ka Shi 

My name is John F. Maker,  
¾ Osage, Headright owner and 
landowner. And I am running 
for a seat on your Osage Con-
gress. I have served you for two 
terms and I bring experience, 
knowledge, and wisdom. I am 
asking again for your trust to 
represent you and your fam-
ilies for another term. I have 
served you honorably with 
dignity and loyalty the past 
eight years. We have achieved 
many accomplishments during 
my service. Some of these are 
three new casinos with hotels 
to enhance our gaming reve-
nue. We have built three new 
dance arbors to strengthen our 
culture and satisfy the needs 
of our growing Osage dances, 
the In Lon Ska. One of our ac-
complishments I’m very proud 
to have been a part of was the 
purchase of the 43,000-acre 
Bluestem Ranch to recover 
some of our Osage lands. We 
have many challenges facing 
us as Osage people. I can tell 
you I am up to the challenge 
to stand with you for whatever 
we face in the future. 

For some of you who don’t 
know me here are some things 
about me. I was born in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. My parents are the 
late Lloyd and Virginia Maker. 
My Paternal Grand parents 
are full blood original allot-
tees, Ross Maker and Emma 
Marie Hoover Maker. My Ma-
ternal Grandparents are Arlan 
(Buck) Harding and Margue-
rite Penn Harding. My three 
Osage Great Grandfathers 
were Ta Hah Ga Heh, Charles 
Mi Chet She, and Albert Penn. 
I also had a Great uncle who 
was an Osage statesman, Ed-
gar McCarthy who served in 
the Osage government and 
was married to Aunt Nettie 
Blackdog.

I was raised in Hominy, 
Oklahoma and went to school 

in Hominy all my years and 
graduated from high school 
there. I excelled in sports 
mainly football and was re-
cruited to go to Haskell to 
play on the football team and 
receive an education.  I did 
attend Haskell, now Indian 
Nations University, and lived 
there in Lawrence Kansas for 
two years.

My next adventure was join-
ing the United States Army.  I 
completed my training at Ft. 
Benning, Georgia, which is the 
home of the Army Infantry. I 
was selected to attend the U.S. 
Army Instructor School, which 
was an honor. After being a 
member of the instructor cad-
re for two years, my next as-
signment was West Germany 
for two years. Upon returning 
stateside I finished my mili-
tary career at Ft. Hood, Texas.

I am active in all areas of 
Osage culture. I am a member 
of the Hominy District Com-
mittee, the Native American 
church, was an Osage Lan-
guage teacher and worked for 
Osage language Department.

My greatest honor is being 
on the Osage Nation Congress. 
I ask for your trust and sup-
port for another term of of-
fice. I promise you that I will 
always put the welfare of the 
Osage people first, obey my 
oath of office and abide by the 
Osage Constitution and laws 
of the Osage Nation.

Michael Kidder

John Maker
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Jim Trumbly announces his candidacy 
for the Osage Nation Congress
By Jim Trumbly

I, Dr. James (Jim) Trumbly, 
am formally announcing my 
candidacy for the 7th Osage 
Nation Congress.

I am a direct descendant 
of Pa Hu Ska as well as Ju-
lian Trumbly and Eliza Ann 
Tinker. My grandfather was 
Oliver Trumbly (Ponca City) 
and his father is William Dale 
Trumbly a WW II Bronze Star 
and 2 purple hearts recipient.

I am the Sr. Vice Command-
er for The American Legion 
Post 198 Pawhuska.  I served 
during the Vietnam War in the 
Army. I repaired all the coding 
and decoding equipment. After 
leaving the Army I spent sev-
eral years in the Oil Business.  

I hold a doctorate in Busi-
ness Administration.  I attend-

ed the University of Oklahoma 
for my BBA in Management, 
and Texas A&M for a Master’s 
in Business Computing Sci-
ences.  My Doctorate in Busi-
ness Administration is from 
Mississippi State University.

I have served on the faculty 
of the University of Oklahoma, 
University of Texas at El Paso, 
and currently I am an adjunct 
faculty member at Univer-
sity of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs, Bacone College and 
Pawnee Nation College.  I have 
been working in the IT / Tech-
nology field since 1980.  Also, I 
am a certified Project Manage-
ment Professional (PMP).

I worked in the private sec-
tor as a consultant and soft-
ware designer.  I traveled to 
Afghanistan in 2010 as a gov-
ernment defense contractor. I 
have written over 30 refereed 
journal articles and confer-
ence proceedings.  I also hold 
a patent for the development 

RJ Walker announces his candidacy 
for Osage Nation Congress
By RJ Walker

Fellow Osage,
I announce my candidacy 

for the 7th Osage Nation Con-
gress and want you to know I 
am committed to serving you 
and your family for another 
term.

My experience includes sev-
eral leadership positions as a 
member of Congress, including 
Speaker and chair or vice chair 
of most congressional commit-
tees during my two terms. I 
have served on many local and 
state boards, committees, and 
councils, bringing an Osage 
perspective to each position.

At my core, I believe Osages 
in the Executive and Legisla-
tive branches should put aside 
personal and political differ-
ences and work together for 
the common good of all Osages. 

For the past eight years I have 
practiced that belief. Serving 
in both the Executive branch 
(10 years) and the Legislature 
deepens my understanding 
of complex issues we face as 
a government. I fully under-

stand my role as a team mem-
ber of Congress and respect the 
separation of powers between 
the branches of government. 
We have differences, sure, but 
we should not waste time over 
small differences that hinder 
our progress.

I strive for balance between 
competing interests. I have 
openly supported our core ben-
efits, and will always fight for 
the rights of our employees. 
The coronavirus pandemic 
presents us with difficult deci-
sions, now, and in the future. 
Hard decisions are on the hori-
zon, where knowledge, expe-
rience and courage is needed. 
My record reflects my ability to 
make those decisions, no mat-
ter how hard they may be.

Maria Whitehorn announces her
candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
By Maria Whitehorn

My name is Maria White-
horn, I am announcing my 
candidacy and asking for your 
vote to continue serving you on 
the Osage Nation Congress. 
The Osage Nation needs ex-
perienced and strong leaders, 
now more than ever. This has 
become more evident due to 
several recent events, such as 
the challenge to our gaming 
compact by the State of Okla-
homa, the temporary suspen-
sion of our casino operations, 
and our fight for the health and 
safety of our people against the 
spread of COVID-19, and due 
to this, record low oil prices 
that affect our shareholders. 
These events impact all of us 
and as your legislator, they are 
my immediate concern. I am 
involved, informed, engaged 

and thankful for the experi-
ence I have gained by serving 
you since the Third Osage 
Congress. I am prepared to 
face this time. 

I have spoken with many of 
you about the need to expand 

our revenue streams. I contin-
ue to keep the conversation 
alive with my colleagues and 
have sponsored legislation to 
move the Nation closer to that 
goal. I will continue to advance 
economic development and will 
always support control mea-
sures to be placed in Osage law 
to maintain a sustainable gov-
ernment. Additionally, I have 
authored legislation such as 
the Tobacco Tax Relief Fund 
that has earned revenue in the 
millions and has supported 
our Health Benefit Fund.

This current health and eco-
nomic crisis has exposed many 
weaknesses on a local, state, 
national, and global level, but 
we are a strong people. We will 
move past this. I look forward 

Joe Tillman announces his candidacy
for the Osage Nation Congress
By Joe Tillman

My name is Joe Tillman and 
I am running for re-election to 
the Osage Nation Congress.  I 
humbly ask for your vote and 
support during this very chal-
lenging time.   Four years ago 
you elected me to serve on 
the 5th and 6th Osage Nation 
Congress and I made promis-
es to lead and be accountable.  
I have accomplished these 
promises and have been work-
ing hard with other members 
of congress to stay the course 
for the Osage people.  My time 
as a congressional member 
has been the most interesting 
and gratifying time of my life.  
For the first two years on the 
Fifth Osage Nation Congress 
my challenge was to navigate 
through all of the Constitu-
tional mandates and Con-

gressional Rules and Codes 
that shape our Legislation  
and decisions.

  In my third year of serving 
on the Osage Nation Congress 
my fellow Congress members 
elected me as Second Speak-
er of the Congress and I was 

very humble and grateful for 
the opportunity.  The Second 
Speaker has many duties that 
include (a) serving as Chief 
Administrative Officer of the 
Congressional Office, (b) serv-
ing as Chief Personnel Offi-
cer of the Legislative Branch, 
and (c) serving as the Chief 
Fiscal Officer of the Legisla-
tive Branch as well as many  
other assignments.  

During my fourth year 
serving on the Osage Na-
tion Congress my fellow Con-
gress members elected me as 
Speaker of the Osage Nation 
Congress.  Again, I was hum-
bled and very grateful and 
remember exactly the first 
words I spoke to the body of 
Congress “I want to thank 
Almighty God”.  The Speaker 

Pam Shaw announces her
candidacy for the Osage
Nation Congress
By Pam Shaw

Fellow Members of the 
Osage Nation, Ha.We and 
thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to address you.  
My name is Pam Shaw and I 
am running for a seat on the 
Osage Nation Congress.  I am 
proud of this great Nation 
and understand the respon-
sibility that comes along with 
being elected to serve our peo-
ple.  My platform is based on 
supporting thriving business-
es and creating opportunities 
for our members; preserving 
our Culture and Language; 
and honoring and supporting 
our youth and elders. 

I believe that members of 
the Osage Nation deserve 
and expect a well-rounded, 
honest, hard-working Con-
gress who carry out the Oath 
of Office to the letter of the 
law, without compromise.  
Our Congress should be com-
prised of competent and ex-
perienced professionals with 
collective areas of expertise 
to find positive solutions for 
the critical issues that face 
our Nation today.  

As a former gaming CEO, 
I have a great deal of expe-
rience in creating and man-
aging budgets, strategic 
planning, writing policies, 
leading, project manage-
ment, training, and generat-
ing revenue for Tribes.   In 
my nearly 15 years in Tribal 
Gaming, I have had the op-
portunity to lead Marketing 
and Guest Service efforts, 
serve as General Manager 
of several properties, lead as 
Chief of Operations, and fi-
nally, Chief Executive Officer 
of a gaming enterprise.  I un-
derstand first-hand the chal-
lenges and intricacies of the 
major source of revenue for 
the Osage Nation.   

I believe in mentoring 
and sharing professional ex-
periences that help others 
achieve their goals.  Out of 
this belief, I co-founded the 
group United Women of Trib-
al Gaming, that is geared to-
ward supporting, celebrating, 
training, and empowering 
women in the industry.

Prior to serving tribes 
through my work in gam-
ing, I spent 17 years in the 
corporate world where I 
learned to be a good employ-
ee, set and achieve goals, 
and function in a very struc-
tured environment.  I have 
a bachelor’s degree in Busi-
ness from St. Gregory’s Uni-
versity, which I completed 
while raising three busy sons 
and while working in a very  
demanding profession.

I am a resident of Fairfax, 
Oklahoma, the Grayhorse 
District and am deer clan.  I 
am of Governor Joe’s band. 
My great-great grandpa’s 
name was Wilson Kirk, Tah 
Sah Tah. He served on the 
very first Council. He was not 
elected, but instead was a lin-
eage Assistant Chief for sev-
en years.  I am very proud of 
my heritage and my family. 
I have been married to John 
Shaw for almost 31 years 
and together we have raised 
three strong Osage men—
Derek, Burgess, and Kirk.  I 
have two beautiful grand-
children:  Lilly, who is two, 
and Garrett, who was born 
in March.  I am fortunate to 
have Jerry and Beth Shaw as 
my in-laws.   I am culturally 
grounded and enjoy cooking, 
sewing, and preparing for  
he dances.

I have been a hard work-
er since my early teens and 
I will dedicate every bit 
of energy to doing what is 
right as a member of Con-
gress.  I humbly ask you to 
elect Pam Shaw for Osage  
Nation Congress.

Amanda Proctor announces
her candidacy for the 
Osage Nation Congress
By Amanda Proctor

Ha.We, fellow Osage cit-
izens. For those of you who 
do not know me, I grew up 
in Wichita, Kansas and I am 
a member of the Boulanger 
Family. When I was a child, 
I attended the “Elgin Irish 
Stew” in the basement of a 
church and I met Chief Syl-
vester Tinker, who spent time 
with me and explained some 
pictures in a book that I used 
to carry with me. I decided at 
that time that I wanted to be 
a leader of the Osage Nation. 

That path took me to Har-
vard University, where I 
graduated with an under-
graduate degree, and later to 
law school. I am a sought-af-
ter and trusted attorney in 
Osage County, and I have 
served as the President of 
the Osage County Bar As-
sociation for many years. I 
currently work in Pawhuska, 
alongside famed local attor-
ney Bransford Shoemake. 
I have helped many Osage 
citizens with probates, crim-
inal defense cases, domestic 
and child custody matters  
and adoptions. 

I grew up in Wichita, 
Kansas, but I now make my 
home in Bartlesville. I am the 
mother of 3 boys.  

I have many ideas and 
plans to move the Nation for-
ward, which are derived from 
my actual work experiences. 
As a tribal attorney, I have as-

sisted with the development 
of health care clinics, elder 
housing communities, assist-
ed living centers, casinos, 
hotels and other amenities, 
convenience stores and many 
other facilities. The project of 
which I am most proud is a 
dialysis center. With so many 
Native American people suf-
fering from Diabetes – and 
with Medicare and Medicaid 
paying for such services – 
there is no reason why such a 
clinic should not be developed 
here in the Osage. I support 
this type of economic devel-
opment which fills a service 
void in the Osage community, 
while generating revenue.    

Thank you again for your 
support and inspiration, and 
I look forward to the oppor-
tunity to serve you and this 
great Nation.      

Sincerely,
Amanda S. Proctor

Pam Shaw

Amanda Proctor
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ness of the LLCs and the Osage 
Nation Ranch accessible to 
constituents?”

–Jackie Wilcox, 
Pawhuska, OK

Maker said the topic of 
transparency comes up a lot 
around election time and it’s 
important because the Nation 
deals with a lot of money. 

“We all know the history 
of our LLCs. We’ve had a lot 
of disappointment there,” he 
said. “But we’ve created some 
new groups lately that’s going 
to help take care of some of 
that. We have a new Revenue 
Advisory Commission, who’s 
going to go over a lot of our 
businesses and be in charge of 
audits and just oversee a lot 
of our new businesses so we 
don’t get into a quagmire like 
we did before when we lost a 
lot of money to those LLCs in  
years before.”

Pratt said she believed the 
Nation should follow similar 
models to what some city and 
state governments have for-
mulated. 

“I would like to see some 
kind of information posted in 
some type of centralized, pub-
lic location so that it’s acces-
sible to everybody so they can 
know, and stay in the know of 
what is going on and see the 
strategies being used and so 
forth,” she said. 

Proctor said the LLCs have 
been routinely given large ap-
propriations from Congress, 
in-kind contributions, capital 
assets such as buildings and 
they spend all their money on 
salaries, consultants and ac-
countants.

“I drafted legislation, which 
I actually posted to my Face-
book page, that creates an 
office of an Economic Devel-
opment Commissioner which 
would be one person who would 
be like our gaming commis-
sioner,” she said. “That person 
would collect information and 
report out that information, 
and that commissioner pur-
portedly would have the power 
to dissolve any of these entities 
and put them into a receiver-
ship in the Osage tribal court 
where their assets could be 
sold off, marshaled, and their 
contracts wound down, that 
needs to happen.”  

Revard said she would like 
to host a Sovereignty Week 
and designate a day for Osages 
to meet members of the boards 
and commissions. There are 
currently 16 boards and many 
people aren’t certain as to who 
is serving on what board, she 
said.  

“Right now if you visit some 
of their web pages, some of 
them have financials and some 
of them do not,” she said. “It’s 
time. Again, it’s a white el-
ephant in the room. I would 
like to propose that we at least 
meet with the boards regularly 
and if elected I will definitely 
fight for that.”

Kidder said if the LLCs meet 
their yearly goals it should be 
reported and made public, and 
if they don’t, that should be re-
ported to. 

“In regard to these LLCs, as 
a constituent I’ve never under-
stood what was going on with 
any of them. I’ve always asked 
and could never really find out 
what their bottom lines were or 
what their goals were,” he said. 
“I’ve been fortunate enough to 
talk with a few people on these 
boards and figure out what’s 
going on. We have some 8(a)’s 
in place and the last I was told 
the Ranch was breaking even, 
but other than that I don’t 
know anything about them as 
far as their financial goals or 
what they have.”

Second question 
“Name some policy chang-

es that you see worthy of con-
sideration as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic?”

–Paul Bemore, Tulsa, OK

Pratt said she doesn’t think 
there is just one aspect of 
the pandemic that should be 
looked at in terms of the em-
ployees, it should all be looked 
at collectively. 

“I know there are many 

resources out there, some of 
which are free, and some are 
not. I believe in using strate-
gies when appropriating any 
type of money or supporting 
an appropriation in law for 
changes,” she said. “I think we 
should look at this again col-
lectively, our strength is going 
to be we move as one, because 
we are together, we’re going to 
come up stronger together.”

Proctor said she is currently 
working on addressing these 
types of questions for other 
tribes she serves as legal coun-
sel for. 

“The Family Medical 
Leave Act is expanded by the 
U.S. Congress in view of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Employ-
ees have more protections, 
they have more leave they 
may now take to take care of 
children who are now homes-
chooled, take care of sick rel-
atives or quarantine or take 
time for themselves,” she said. 
“The casinos will have to have 
new policies dealing with so-
cial distancing and interac-
tion with the public. I realize 
those aren’t all in purview of 
the Congress but those will be 
some changes that will be in 
the works within the Nation.”

Revard said it is not the re-
sponsibility of the legislative 
branch to create policy. 

“Being that what we have 
learned through all of this is 
that we’ve really had to depend 
on our permanent fund and if 
elected I definitely would like 
to appropriate money into that 
fund on a yearly basis or on a 
fiscal basis,” she said. “Anoth-
er thing that we’ve learned is 
that our gaming operations 
may want to also have some 
type of reserve in place we 
have to go through this type of 
emergency situation again.”

Kidder said the Executive 
Branch handles policy but 
if there was something they 
needed financially; he would 
support it with legislation. 

“I don’t pretend to be a 
health expert, I would defer to 
our health experts and CDC 
guidelines, if there was a pol-
icy needed,” he said. 

Maker said policy would 
fall under the Osage Nation 
Health Authority Board and 
the Congress works hand in 
hand with them. 

“We will work with whatev-
er the Executive Branch and 
Health Authority board come 
up with and they would coach 
us and ask us to help them 
with any kind of legislation 
that would benefit the Osage 
people,” he said. “The Congress 
has never denied helping any-
thing in our health industry, 
especially now with the pan-
demic, that is our main focus. 
We have to get our businesses 
up and running, just like the 
United States.”

Third question
“Not counting annual appro-

priation bills, what bill are you 
most interested in introducing 
to become Osage Law?”

–Jim Gray, Skiatook, OK

Proctor said she would like 
to pursue a gaming revenue 
allocation plan to disburse a 
per capita payment to Osage 
elders. 

“The justification is the el-
derly members of the tribe 
have not had the opportunity 
to benefit from many of the 
entitlement programs that 
we have. They haven’t had a 
chance to tap into the schol-
arship fund, most likely they 
haven’t had the benefit to par-
ticipate in the home ownership 
program like a young fami-
ly might and so they need to 
share in our wealth,” she said. 
“So, I would propose a revenue 
allocation for elderly or near 
elderly members of the tribe, 
say those people who are 65 
and older, to receive perhaps a 
yearly payment of gaming rev-
enue for their needs.”

Revard said her first leg-
islation would be directed at 
challenges facing the Nation’s 
boards and commissions. 

“Another piece of legislation 
that comes to mind is protect-
ing our lands. As a restricted 
landowner, I know that there 
are times when other landown-
ers have told me, and I’ve been 
subjected to it, in regards to 

trespassing,” she said. “I don’t 
think we have strong enough 
laws in place that protect our 
lands. I know that we’ve had 
a lot of big companies come on 
our lands and trespass without 
having to pay any damages. I 
would like to write and intro-
duce laws that are specifically 
designed to protect our land-

owners and the Osage Nation 
as a landowner.”

Kidder said his first 
thoughts are about the indi-
viduals coming out of the Na-
tion’s recovery program and 
how they need a halfway house 
or some other avenue to help 
them transition. 

“I work for financial as-
sistance, I work as the Work 
Development Training Coor-
dinator, but I try to get to the 
PRT people if we can and get 
them started but sometimes 
there is a disconnect because 
they don’t have nowhere to go,” 
he said. “They’re looking for 
a place to stay and get out of 
their environment they came 
from, so they don’t fall back 
to those same ways they had 
before the PRT. They come 
out clean because we do take 
them into the program, we do 
the drug testing and monitor 
them, and they maintain the 
sweats, which is good. But 
there are things we can do to 
help these Osage people com-
ing out of these programs.”

Maker said what he thinks 
the Congress needs to work 
on the most is the protec-
tion of the Osage people 
on the reservation and the  
District Villages. 

“We need to strengthen our 
sovereignty with better help 
with working together with 
federal and state and the lo-
cal law enforcement agencies,” 
he said. “We have a problem 
here on the reservation when 
there’s a crime committed to 
an Osage member by a non-
Osage, that’s a big problem. 
As you see we’ve had a lot of 
crimes committed here in the 
last five years and we run into 
the problem of jurisdiction.”

Pratt said she believed there 
is a lot of internal housekeep-
ing to do before introducing 
something brand new. She 
said the main goal is to also 
work with the other branches. 

“I’m hearing consensus be-
tween the other candidates 
that we’re needing to strength-
en our sovereignty, in regards 
to whether it be it land, or our 
police department, so I believe 
we have a lot of internal clean-
ing to do,” she said. “That’s 
really what I would be look-
ing at, each of those problems 
and challenges, and adjusting 
them ... with appropriation to 
the challenge our people are 
having.”

Fourth question
“The Osage Nation Supreme 

Court has had several import-
ant rulings in recent years, 
which one is the most import-
ant and how will it shape your 
time on Congress?”

–Ericca Dennis, Tulsa, OK

Revard said she’s most fa-
miliar with Standing Bear v. 
Whitehorn and she wishes 
they had not had to go to court 
either time, but she said it was 
important because they need-
ed clarity. 

“As far as the Budget Con-
trol Act or things of that na-
ture, like line item shifting. 
At what point can Congress 
get into Executive Branch and 
try to operate, which we found 

out they cannot do,” she said. 
“And I think that it did provide 
some clarity. I feel like work-
ing in the Executive Branch 
and close with the Legislature 
that I’ve learned the differ-
ence, so it’s kind of like a law-
yer, you always say ‘Who’s got 
jurisdiction?’ Whose jurisdic-
tion is it, the executive branch 

or the legislature? And once 
you have jurisdiction you can 
lay out a clear road to make  
good decisions.”

Kidder said the ON Su-
preme Court plays a very vital 
role in legislation. 

“They balance everything 
out in what each branch tries 
to do and if we overstep our 
bounds they’re there,” he said. 
“As far as myself, I’m not sure 
how to respond to this, but I do 
believe in the three branches 
and the Supreme Court does 
have that final say.”

Maker said for him it was 
when the Congress had dis-
agreements with the Execu-
tive over budget issues and 
jurisdiction over the spending 
and revenues. 

“As we know, the Congress 
is the purse strings of the 
Osage Nation people, and is 
also a big responsibility of 
executive. We need to work 
hand-in-hand with that and 
nobody wants to go to court,” 
he said. “Every court case it 
costs a lot of money to go to 
court and I just think in the fu-
ture the most important thing 
for me as a congressman is to 
work with executive and come 
up with the solution that is 
going to be good and responsi-
ble for everybody and also the  
Osage people.”

Pratt said a 2015 case that 
dealt with the Osage Miner-
als Council and addressed the 
1906 allotment act addressed 
the powers of each branch of 
government and how each 
branch should operate.

“It had to do with ethics and 
went to the heart of Osage sov-
ereignty and where that pow-
er should lie and who should 
exercise it and who should 
benefit from it. I was very in-
terested in that case,” she said. 

Proctor said the Supreme 
Court has only had 11 record-
ed cases in their existence and 
didn’t think that was very 
many to have in their 14-year 
existence. She said if she had 
to name the case that had the 
most significance it was Mason 
vs. Gray, which gave the Na-
tion its Free Press.

“The Free Press that we en-
joy and that gave us the Osage 
News and isn’t this a won-
derful platform that we enjoy 
and have access to. I think the 
Osage News is a wonderful re-
source for our Nation and our 
community,” she said. “If I had 
to tell you what lessons I’ve 
learned, I would have to say 
changes have to be made. The 
Osage Nation Supreme Court 
has only had 11 reported cases 
in their existence, yet it takes 
two years for them to render a 
decision. That’s not acceptable. 
I think their budget needs to be 
revisited, I think that changes 
must be made.”

Fifth question 
“Do you think a per cap 

in general or even a birth-
day, Christmas, or elder per 
cap is a good thing for the  
Osage people?”

–Daniel Thornton, 
Pawhuska, OK

Kidder said he wasn’t quite 
sure whether a per cap was 

a good idea at this time with 
the pandemic and the Nation’s 
gaming revenue at a standstill. 

“I don’t think per cap is quite 
the answer for it. Does it sound 
good? Sure, it sounds great 
and I think everybody would 
love a per cap, but we have 
to think about finances. We 
have programs that try to sup-
port as many people as we can 
through our crisis programs, 
financial assistance area,” 
he said. “If we had unlimited 
funds a per cap would be a 
great idea, but we don’t have 
that. So, we’ve got to come up 
with creative ideas on how to 
reach out to everybody.”

Maker said with the pan-
demic going on and affecting 
the casino revenue it isn’t a 
good time for a per cap. 

“You hear about other tribes 
and there are some tribes out 
in California that have a per 
cap and they’re getting like 
$20,000 to $30,000 a year, but 
that’s only because they have 
only about 300 tribal mem-
bers,” Maker said. “But right 
now, per cap is completely and 
totally out of the question for 
our Nation.”

Pratt said the Nation has 
sustained great injury from 
the financial crisis it is cur-
rently in and it will affect this 
year and next year’s budgets. 

“The per cap payments, the 
tribes that do have it, they 
have diversified revenues. We 
do not have that at this point. 
Our main source of revenue is 
our gaming and those doors 
are shut right now,” she said. 
“At this time no, I don’t think 
we should even be talking 
about a per cap, we should be 
talking about what we can do 
for our Nation and how we can 
pitch in and collectively move 
forward from this.”

Proctor said the Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act au-
thorizes tribes to expend their 
gaming revenue such as per 
capita payments to all mem-
bers of a tribe. 

“I do support a limited per 
capita payment, when the time 
is right, when we have recov-
ered from this crisis and that 
would be only for our elderly 
people. We would have to take 
a look at some of these sche-
matics and see where those el-
derly people are and how many 
are in each bracket,” she said. 
“Maybe age 70 and up, maybe 
62 and up or maybe age 55, but 
I think our elderly people de-
serve to share in the benefits 
of our Nation.”

Revard said with the current 
financial situation the Nation 
is in due to the pandemic, now 
is not a good time to consider 
per capita payments. 

“It just would not be fiscally 
reasonable to do so. As we’ve 
mentioned we have about 
21,000 members, our revenue 
has become stagnant and has 
definitely been interrupted by 
the COVID,” she said. “We run 
about $40 million, just a pro-
jection, per year. Unless our 
revenue changes significantly, 
I don’t see how even without 
the COVID, I just don’t see 
how we could do that. I hate 
to put out there that’s even a 
possibility, but I just don’t see 
how that could be the case. 
A per cap, or a birthday, or a 
Christmas per cap, there’s just 
no way, unfortunately.”

To view the full video of 
the 2020 Osage News Candi-
date Debates, the video can 
be found on the Osage News 
YouTube page, youtube.com/
osagenews. The video is four 
hours and 50 minutes long.

debates 2 
–from Page 1
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The video is four hours and 50 minutes long.
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See herren Q&a
—Continued  on Page 14

See daIley Q&a
—Continued  on Page 11

Melissa Goodfox 
Dailey

1. Name: Melissa Goodfox 
Dailey

2. Osage Name: N/A  
Pawnee name means 
Lucky Moon

3. Clan: No response
4. Band(s): Pawnee 

Chaui Band. Great - 
Grandparents were of 
the William Penn Band. 
Great – Grandparents 
were of the Beaver 
Band 

5. Osage District: 
Hominy Zon Zo Li

6. Family: Not married 
– fiancée to William 
Schroif; 3 Children 
– Amos, Rachel and 
Chelsea

7. Osage ancestry: 
Paternal Great-
Grandparents Henry 
Goodfox & Kate Hawk 
Chief Goodfox Minthorn 
(Pawnee), Robert 
Morrell (Allottee 803) 
& Grace Penn Morrell 

(Allottee 824), Amos 
Goodfox Sr. (Pawnee) 
and Myrtle Morrell 
Goodfox Unap (Osage, 
Amos Goodfox Jr. 
(Father). Maternal 
Great-Grandparents 
Harry Red Eagle Sr. 
(Allottee 535) & Mary 
Pappin Red Eagle 
(Allottee 73), Harry Red 
Eagle Jr. and Willimina 
Montgomery Red Eagle, 
Janet Red Eagle Goodfox 
(Mother)

8. Education: 
Bachelor of Business 
Administration – 
Accounting, University 
of Houston - Victoria

9. Work Experience: I 

have over 30 years in 
accounting.  I have 
been in the oil and 
gas industry for 27 
years.  I have worked in 
Oklahoma and Texas.

10. Are you cultural? I have 
been involved with 
Inlonshka my whole life. 
I am currently trying to 
attend online classes.  
Which is a great 
opportunity. I also have 
the app for my phone. 
Awesome! I sew Indian 
shirts, I try weaving, 
and I am trying my hand 
at ribbon work.  I have 
made a couple pairs of 
mocs – but they aren’t 
worn in public.  And, I 
do bead work.

11. Are you related to any 
other candidate? I am 
related to Billy Keene 
– Cousin from my Red 
Eagle family; John 
Maker, Mary Jo Pratt 
– Cousin from Great 
Grandmother’s family 
Grace Penn Morrell. 

Candidate questionnaires Candidate questionnaires Candidate questionnaires

Melissa Goodfox Dailey

We asked each candidate 
the same 13 questions:

1. Name
2. Osage Name
3. Clan
4. Band
5. Osage District
6. Family
7. Osage ancestry
8. Education

9. Work experience
10. Are you cultural?
11. Are you related to any 

other candidate?
12. Are you related to any 

current Osage official?
13. Anything else to add?

These are their answers. 
If a question isn’t listed, they 
chose not to answer it.

Colt Herren
1. Name:  Colt Herren
2. Osage Name: No 

response
3. Clan: No response
4. Band: No response
5. Osage District: No 

response
6. Family: Wife Sara 

Children Cash, Chaz, 
and Chloe

7. Osage ancestry: 
Paternal Grandmother 
Cherrie Charloe and 
Grandfather Gene 
Herren of Pawhuska, 

Maternal Grandfather 
Gilbert Reynolds, 
Maternal Great 
Grandmother Marvell 
Stevens Reynolds, 
Maternal Great 
Great Grandfather 
John Henery Stevens 
(allottee)

8. Education: I have 
61 Credit hours 
towards my associate 
in Fire protection 
Technology at Tulsa 
Community College. 
I have numerous Fire 
certifications From OSU 
and I am a CLEET 
certified Deputy.

9. Work Experience: 16.5 
Years Firefighter, 
Rancher, 15 Years 
Reserve Deputy.

10. Are you cultural: No 
response

11. Are you related to any 
other candidate? No

12. Are you related with a 
current Osage official? 
No

13. Anything else to add? No 
response.

Billy Keene
1. Name: Billy Keene
2. Osage Name: Ki-He-

Kah-Doi 
3. Clan: Eagle
4. Band: No reponse
5. Osage District: Zon-Zo-

Li
6. Family: Single, have two 

sons, Carson Keene and 
ROK. Ages 14 and 2.

7. Osage ancestry: Mother 
is Margaret Denise 
Keene, Daughter of 
Cecelia Red Eagle 
Thornton and Wiley 
Thornton, Cecelia was 
the daughter of Harry 
Red Eagle Sr. and Mary 
Red Eagle, Harry Red 
Eagle Sr. was the oldest 
son of Paul Red Eagle 
and Cecilia Red Eagle, 
Mary Pappin was the 
daughter of E-Gron-
Kah-Shin-Keh and 
Hum-Pah-To-Kah.

8. Education: I have a 
Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Business 
Management from 
Haskell Indian Nations 
University and a Juris 

Colt Herren

Billy Keene

Jim Trumbly
1. Name: Dr. James (Jim 

Trumbly)
2. Osage Name: Tah-Wa-

He
3. Clan  / Band(s): Tsi 

shu Peacemaker, 
Eagle

4. Band: No response
5. Osage District: 

Pawhuska
6. Family: Divorced, 2 

Sons (Austin, Liam)
7. Osage ancestry: 

William Dale 
Trumbly, Grandfather 
– Oliver Trumbly 
(original allottee). 
Great Grandparents 
– Julian Trumbly 
(Original Allottee) 
Eliza Tinker (Original 
Allottee). Great Great 
Grandmother – Marie 
L Valle (Julian’s 
mother). Great Great 
Grandmother – Maria 
J d L LasChapelle 
(Eliza Ann Tinker’s 
Mother). Great Great 
Great Grandmother 

See trumbly Q&a
—Continued  on Page 11

Jim Trumbly
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Michael Bristow

Jodie Revard

Michael Bristow
1. Name:  Michael T. 

Bristow

2. Osage Name: Wah-Xa-
Dane

3. Clan: Deer Clan

4. Band: Unknown

5. Osage District: 
WahHhaKonLin

6. Family: Divorced, No 
Children

7. Osage ancestry: 
Mother’s side is Osage. 
Mashunkashey and 
Pitts Families. Ben 
Mashunkashey (Gr.
Grandfather), Paul 
Akins (Gr.Gr.Gr.
Grandfather), Paul 
Pitts (Gr.Uncle)

8. Education: 
Northeastern State 
University: Bachelor’s 
of Science-Biology, 
Master of Science-
Speech Language 
Pathology.

9. Work Experience: 
Lab Technician 
at St. Francis 
Hospital; Geriatric 
Speech Pathologist 
atEncompass, 
Capstone, & 
HealthPRO Home 
Health Companies.

10. Are you cultural: 
InLonShka participant 
at age 8, Pawhuska 
War Dance Committee 
Waterboy at age 12, 
Committeeman since 
age 18.

11. Are you related to any 
other candidate? No

12. Are you related to any 
current Osage official? 
I am third cousin to 
Meredith Drent

13. Anything else to add? 
My mother is Olivia 
“Biggie” Mashunkashey 
Bristow, born and 
raised in Hominy. 
My maternal great-
grandfather, Ben 
Mashunkashey, was 
the first Drumkeeper 
for the WahHaKonlin 
district. My father, 
Bob Bristow, was a 

Jodie Revard
1. Name: Jodie K. Revard, 

Shareholder, and 
Restricted Landowner

2. Osage Name: XU.THA.
TOIn, named by Harry 
Red Eagle, Jr.

3. Clan: Eagle Clan – TZI-
ZHO

4. Band(s): Beaver Band
5. Osage District: 

WA.XA.O.LIn District
6. Family: My parents are 

Angie Coshehe Revard 

and Robert F. Revard, 
both Osage. I have an 
older brother Rick and 
a younger brother Matt 
aka Buff. My better half 
is Guy Ray Pocowatchit, 
and we have two 
daughters Ashley and 
Allie. We have four 
grandchildren, Roman, 
Remington, Annalise 
and Hudson. We 
also have three dogs, 
Thunder, Jexi and 
Astro.

7. Osage ancestral 
information: Maternal 
great-grandparents 
are Henry and Hope 
Coshehe, both original 
allottees. Maternal 
grandparents are 
John, original allottee, 
and Josephine Tomey 
Coshehe (Potawatomie). 
Paternal great-
grandparents are 
Franklyn, original 
allottee and Romanzy 
Revard. Paternal 
grandparents are Mark, 

original allottee and 
Luella Revard.

8. Education: Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Business 
Administration from 
Fort Lewis College in 
Durango.

9. Work Experience: 
In reference to the 
Osage Nation, I have 
15 years of service, an 
additional four years 
as an elected official 
for the 31st Tribal 
Council. I’ve held many 
positions within the 
Nation over the years. 
Most of those positions 
included governmental 
accounting, budgeting, 
forecasting, managing 
expenses, policy, and 
planning. I’m currently 
the Deputy Director 
of Operations, and 
my main role is to 
support the Director of 
Operations. Although 
my current position 

Michael Kidder
1. Name: Michael Kidder
2. Osage Name: Hun Ka 

She
3. Clan: Eagle
4. Band: No response
5. Osage District: Zon-Zo-

Li
6. Family: 2 boys, Joshua 

and Caleb Kidder, 
Nephew Little Joseph 
Kidder, Niece Khristina 
Kidder

7. Osage ancestry: Great 

Grandparents are 
Ben Wheeler and 
Fannie Wheeler, 
Amos Hamilton and 
Marie Etiva Hamilton. 
Grandparents are 
Muskogee Wheeler 
and Mildred Wheeler. 
My Parents are Mary 
Francis Wheeler Kidder 
and Dennis Kidder. 
Oldest of 5 boys, 
Gregory, Jeffery, Ben, 
and Joseph Kidder.

8. Education: Hominy in 
1987, then continued 
my education at the 
following schools 
Northern Oklahoma 
College and then to 
Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University 
(Weatherford OK) and 
Southern Nazarene 
University. 

9. Work Experience: Barret 
Refinery as Quality 
Control Chemists 
(Owner Rocky Barret 

RJ Walker
1. Name: RJ Walker
2. Osage Name: No 

response
3. Family: My wife 

Kristina and I have been 
married for nearly 20 
years and have two sons 
and three daughters.

4. Osage ancestry: My 
Osage ancestry includes 

on my paternal side; 
great grandmother Lillie 
Bighorse Cunningham, 
grandmother Addie 
Walker and on my 
maternal side; great 
grandparents Fred and 
Pearl Cheshewalla and 
Charles and Emerine 
Carter, grandparents 
Charles Carter and 
Eleanor Freeman, who 
married Mark Freeman 
when I was a young 
child. 

5. Education: No response
6. Work Experience: Prior 

to being elected to 
Congress I worked as 
the Osage Nation Roads 
Department Director 
from 2002-2012. 

7. Are you cultural? My 
family and I participate 
annually in the 
Inlonshka as members 
of the Eagle Clan in the 
Pawhuska District

Michael Kidder

RJ Walker

See revard Q&a
—Continued  on Page 11

See brIstOw Q&a
—Continued  on Page 14

See kIdder Q&a
—Continued  on Page 11
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Shannon Edwards
1. Name: Shannon Love 

Edwards. 
2. Osage Name: My Osage 

name is Xhu-eh-doin, 
meaning “the one who 
understands us.” 

3. Clan: My family is Eagle 
Clan. 

4. Band: No response
5. District and Osage 

Ancestry: My mother 
was a citizen of the 
Chickasaw Nation from 
the Pickens District, and 
my father a citizen of 
the Osage Nation from 
Waxakolin District. My 
people also come from 
Pershing and Barnsdall. 
I am a headright holder 
and descendant of four 
original allottees from 
the Rogers and Leahy 
families. My family has 

lived in and around the 
Osage since the early 
1800’s.

6. Family: I grew up in 
Oklahoma City and now 
live in Edmond. I also 
own a home and one of 
our original allotments 
in the Osage, work 
there part-time as your 
Congresswoman, and 
participate in dances 
and other community 
activities. The law 
profession is instilled in 
me through my father, 
grandfather, two great-
grandfathers and Judge 
Thomas L. Rogers, 
who served as the first 
Supreme Court Chief 
Judge under the 1881 
Osage Constitution. My 
mother’s family is from 
southern Oklahoma and 
includes a Governor of 
the Chickasaw Nation, 
who is in the Chickasaw 
Hall of Fame.  

7. Answers combined with 
question #5.

8. Education: I attended 
the University of 
California, Santa 
Barbara and graduated 
from the University of 
California, Berkeley 
in 1983 with an A.B. 
in History. I received 
my Juris Doctorate 
from Georgetown 
University Law Center 

in Washington, D.C. in 
1986. 

9. Work Experience: 
Following graduation 
from law school, 
I clerked for the 
Honorable Luther B. 
Eubanks, Chief District 
Judge, United States 
District Court for the 
Western District of 
Oklahoma. From 1987-
1989 I was an attorney 
with the United States 
Department of Justice, 
Office of the United 
States Trustee. I 
joined Monnet, Hayes, 
Bullis, Thompson & 
Edwards law firm 
in 1990 and was a 
partner in the firm 
from 1995-2008. From 
1994-1997 I served as 
Osage Nation Supreme 
Court Judge. I formed 
one of my companies 
in 2000 and engage in 
historical residential 
rehabilitation, 
including three homes 
in Pawhuska. Another 
company owned and 
operated a food trailer 
which served Native 
American themed foods 
at events throughout 
Oklahoma. For the 
last decade I served 
intermittently as an 

Joe Tillman
1. Name: Joe Tillman
2. Osage Name: O-be-tse-

kah Kah-hay  (Red tail 
hawk maker or Hawk 
maker)

3. Clan: Sun
4. Band: No response
5. Osage District: Gray 

Horse
6. Family: Married to 

Cindy Tillman 17 years.  
One daughter Cory 
Tillman 

7. Osage ancestry: 
Original Allottee’s  
Great grandparents 
Hall Goode and Maggie 
(Yellow Horse) Goode. 

Grandmother Josephine 
Goode Tillman

8. Education: Bachelor of 
Arts and Master of Arts 
both in Communications 
from Oklahoma State 
University.

9. Work Experience: 
Marketing for CPA 
firms, College coaching, 
Division Leader for 
Osage Nation.

10. Are you cultural? 
Dancing for over 45 
years. My grandmother 
taught me how to weave, 
bead, sew, and cook.

11. Are you related to 
any other candidates? 
Probably all of them in 
one way or another.

12. Are you related to any 
current Osage official? 
No response.

13. Anything else you would 
like to add? As an Osage 
my focus will continue 
to be on faith, family, 
women, children, elders, 
culture and language 
and opportunities to 
keep them strong.  I 
was raised by my 
grandmother a full 
blood Osage woman who 
taught me many things.  
She taught me love, how 

to be humble, and most 
important how to make 
decisions.  Many times 
her decision making was 
difficult and not always 
popular with me and 
my brother. However, 
she made them with the 
information provided 
and we moved on. 
Similarly as a member 
of Congress I have to 
make decisions that 
are not always popular 
but we make them and 
we move on. No one is 
perfect and I pray to God 
that he always guides 
us in the right direction.  
Now is not a time to 
criticize but a time to lift 
one another up and be 
supportive.   

Today the world is changing 
around us as we speak and our 
Constitution speaks to uniting 
as a Nation and as a people, 
calling upon the fundamental 
values that we hold sacred. 
Paying homage to generations 
of Osage leaders of the past 
and present and giving thanks 
to their wisdom and courage.  
You as constituents have a 

Pam Shaw
1. Name: Pam Shaw
2. 2Osage Name: WAH-

K’O KAH-HI-KA 
(Woman Chief)

3. 3Clan: Family Clan- 
Deer; named into Eagle 
Clan

4. Band(s): Governor Joe’s 
Band

5. Osage District: 
Grayhorse

6. Family: Married to 
John Shaw for 30 
years. Sons & spouses:  
Derek & Kaitlin Shaw; 
Burgess & Whitney 
Shaw; Kirk Shaw & 
fiancé Eden McIntosh. 
Grandchildren:  Lilly 
Michaela Rose Shaw, 2, 
& Garrett Neal Shaw, 2 
weeks.

7. Osage ancestry: Great 

great grandfather:  
Wilson Kirk, Tah 
Sah Tah (Five Deer). 
Great Grandmother:  
Rose Pipestem. 
Grandparents:  Burgess 
Primeaux & Virginia 
Wabaunsee Primeaux. 
Original Alottee:  Rose 
Pipestem

8. Education: Bachelor of 
Science in Business, St. 
Gregory’s University

9. Work Experience: 15 
Years Tribal Gaming 
– Osage & Kaw 
Gaming, Inc.:  Director, 
General Manager, 
COO of Gaming & 
Entertainment, Chief 
Executive Officer. 
17 Years Corporate 
Experience. 1 Year 
Independent Gaming 
Consultant & Trainer

10. Are you cultural? I am 
culturally involved in 
the Inlonshka and enjoy 
traditional cooking and 
sewing.

11. Are you related to any 
other candidate? I am 
not closely related to any 
other candidate.  

12. Are you related with a 
current Osage official? 
No close relations 
although going back 
several generations, I 
am related to Brandy 
Lemon.

13. Anything else you 
would like to add? I am 
honored and proud to be 
a candidate for the 7th 
Osage Nation Congress 
and if elected, I will 
work hard and use the 
skills I have cultivated 
in my professional 
career to make 
thoughtful decisions, 
always doing what is 
best for the Nation.

 
I believe that members of 

our great Nation expect and 
deserve Congresspeople that 
are dedicated servants, willing 
to work together on very diffi-
cult and important issues.  We 
must elect those who will serve 
with integrity and uphold our 
Constitution and Oath of Of-
fice without compromise and 
bias. I will always come from 
a place of respect.  Members of 
the ON expect congresspeople 
who understand the value of 
working together, even when 
they do not agree on issues.  

I am culturally grounded 
and involved, and I will pro-
tect and support, to the best 
of my ability and authority al-
lowed by this position, thriving 
business decisions, culture, 
language, children, veterans, 
and our elders. I am concerned 
about the plight of our women, 

Shannon Edwards

Pam Shaw

Mary Jo Kipp Pratt

Maria Whitehorn

Amanda Proctor

John F. Maker
1. Name: John F. Maker
2. Osage Name: Do Ho 

Ho (Blue Fish)
3. Clan: Deer Clan
4. Band(s): William Penn 

Band and Claremore 
Band

5. Osage District: Zon Zo 
Li, Hominy District

6. Family: Single, Sister 
Marguerite Ann 

Maker Freeman, 
Brother Larry Maker, 
numerous Nieces and 
Nephews.

7. Osage ancestry: 
Parents Lloyd and 
Virginia Harding 
Maker, Paternal 
Grandparents 
Full Bloods, Ross 
Maker Allottee #816 
and Emma Marie 
Maker Allottee 
#471. Maternal 
Grandparents Arlan 
R. Harding and 
Marguerite Penn 
Harding. Paternal, 
Great-Grandparents, 
Full Bloods, Tah Hah 
Gah Heh Allottee 
#809 and Wah Hu 
Sah E Allottee #810. 
Maternal Great-
Grandparents Full 
Bloods, Me Chet Tsa 
He Allottee #810 and 

John F. Maker

Mary Jo Kipp Pratt
1. Name: Mary Jo Kipp 

Pratt
2. Osage Name: Xhuedoin
3. Clan: Golden Eagle
4. Band(s): Big Chief Band 
5. District: Zonzoli
6. Family: Proud mother of 

George, Daniel, Manny, 
Ruby & Tuff; seriously 
proud grandmother of 
Julien and Malea. 

7. Osage ancestry: I am 
the oldest daughter 
of Stacey Kipp Pratt 

and granddaughter of 
Freda Lee Kipp. My 
great grandmother is 
Josephine MoSeCheHe 
WaXthiZhi (original 
allottee 42), great 
great grandparents are 
Charles WaXthiZhi 
(original allottee 40) 
and HluAhMe (original 
allottee 41), great great 
great grandparents 
include WyUTsaKahShe 
(original allottee 12) and 
NeKah (original allottee 
756). 

8. Education: I am a 
proud first generation 
college graduate. I have 
earned an Associate in 
Science – Accounting 
degree from Tulsa 
Community College, 
A Bachelor of Science 
– Forensic Accounting 
degree from Rogers 
State University, and 
a Master of Business 
Administration degree 
in IT Management 

1. Name: Maria Lee 
Whitehorn

2. 2Osage Name: My Osage 
name is Pa-hu-gra-sa, 
it means Spotted Hair. 
My name was given to 
me by my Great Aunt 
Magella Whitehorn 
Green (Wa-shah-she-
me-tsa-he) an original 
allottee. In the order of 
our traditional family 
naming ceremony, she 
came early the morning 
after I was brought 
home from the hospital 

for breakfast and gave 
me my name. 

3. Clan: My family is Deer 
Clan, we are also Water 
People.

4. Band(s): My Great 
Grandfather Ki-he-
kah-na-she was Little 
Chief Band and my 
Great Grandmother 
Frances Whitehorn was 
William Penn Band, but 
after marriage she was 
identified on documents 
as Little Chief Band.

5. District: We belong to 
the Zon-Zo-li District 
(Hominy). 

6. Family: I have been 
married to my husband, 
Randy Powell for 
twenty-five years, who 
is my support—I am 
blessed. We have two 
sons, Mason Whitehorn 
Powell (No-she-walla) 
who is married to Alice 
Salamina, and Andrew 
Lee Powell (To-ho-
ho) who is engaged 

1. Name: Amanda S. 
Proctor

2. Osage Name: Ponca.Me
3. Clan: Ponca
4. Band(s): Claremore
5. Osage District: 

Pawhuska
6. Family: I am divorced 

with 3 children: Andrew 
Grayson, age 18, Amory, 
age 13 and Rhett, age 
10. 

7. Osage ancestry: I 
am a member of the 
Boulanger family. 

8. Education: please 
include what type of 
degree and from which 
educational institution 
it was received. Harvard 
University, Bachelor’s 
Degree with honors 
recommendation, 
Harvard University. 
Juris Doctorate with 
certificates in Native 
American Law and Oil 
and Gas Law, University 
of Tulsa School of Law. 

9. Work Experience: I have 

See Pratt Q&a
—Continued  on Page 14

See whItehOrn Q&a
—Continued  on Page 12

See PrOctOr Q&a
—Continued  on Page 12

See maker Q&a
—Continued  on Page 11

See edwards Q&a
—Continued  on Page 11

See tIllman Q&a
—Continued  on Page 11

See shaw Q&a
—Continued  on Page 12

Joe Tillman
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Michael Kidder

 I am proud to an-
nounce my candidacy 
and to run for Osage 
Nation Congress.

 My Great Grand-
parents are Ben 
Wheeler and Fan-
nie Wheeler, Amos 
Hamilton and Ma-
rie Etiva Hamilton. 
Grandparents are 
Muskogee Wheel-
er and Mildred 
Wheeler. My Parents 
are Mary Francis 
Wheeler Kidder and 
Dennis Kidder. I am 
a father of 2 boys and 
Uncle to many nieces 
and nephews. 

 I am involved in our Osage In-Lon-Sca, Zon-Zo-Li district. I came in 
1974, Drumkeeper at the time was Michael Hopper. I then became waterboy 
in 1980 under Amos Shadlow Jr. I have sat on Zon-Zo-Li committee since 
1980 to present times. It is an especially important time in my families lives.

 My work experience includes Barret Refinery as Quality Control Chem-
ists (Owner Rocky Barret and current Chief the of the Citizen Band Pot-
tawatomie’s), Kerr McGee on the R&D chemical (Titanium Dioxide), and 
Waste Management R&D converting methane gas into biodiesel off the 
landfill sites. 

 I had the privileged to have served the Osage Nation as Osage Gam-
ing Commissioner from 2014 to 2019, becoming Osage Gaming Com-
missioner Chairman 2018 to 2019. I am immensely proud of my time on 
the Gaming Commission and to get to work with a great staff. During 
my time with Commission, we were able to cut our budget and save the 
Osage Nation millions of dollars and streamlining the Gaming Commis-
sion to run in an efficient manner, while maintaining the integrity of the  
Gaming Commission. 

 I resigned from Osage Gaming Chairman in October 2019 to work in 
the Financial Assistance Program to become Employment and Training 
Coordinator in the Osage Nation. I am delighted to be part of a great team, 
in Osage Financial Assistance Program. Where we assist and help fellow 
Osage at the time of crises. My job as Employment and Training Coordi-
nator is to help assist and find jobs for Osage’s and other Natives. We also 
provide job skills, resume building, help with resume, interview skills and 
other skill needed to provide job stability. It is a privilege and honor to be 
given this opportunity to work for the Osage Nation.  

 I feel with my experience and cultural awareness, I would be a good fit for 
the Osage Congressional position. I also understand what it is to be Osage. 

—Michael Kidder
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– Josephine White 
Hair (Marie L Valle’s 
mother). Great 
Great Great Great 
Grandfather – Pa hu 
ska

8. Education: Mississippi 
State University, 
Starkville, MS. 
Doctorate Business 
Administration, 
Information Systems 
and Quantitative 
Analysis. Texas A&M 
University, College 
Station, TX. M.S., 
Business Computing 
Science. University 
of Oklahoma, 
Norman, OK. 
B.B.A., Management 
Information Systems

9. Work Experience: 
(highlights only). 
Intelligent Software 
Solutions. Certified 
Project Manager 
Professional (PMP). 
Software Designer. 
Requirements 
Manager and Site 
Lead in Afghanistan. 
Techsmart 
International. Chief 
Solutions Architect 
& Director of the 
Project Management 
Office. Electronic Data 
Systems (EDS). Chief 
Technology Officer US 
Telecommunications 
Industry Group. Sr. 
Project Management 
Office Manager

10. Are you cultural? I am 
planning on entering 
the dances this year. 
I have been working 
on my traditional 
dress for the past 2 
years. Working with 
the cultural center, 
I have made my own 
traditional dress, 
except the metal 
pieces, the roach, and 
the finger weaving. 

11. Are you related to 
any other candidate? 
I am NOT related 
closely to any other 
candidate. Of course, 
many families are 
intertwined including 
the Trumblys and the 
Revards.

12. Are you related with a 
current Osage official? 
I am NOT related 
closely to any Osage 
Nation Official.

13. Anything else you 
would like to add? 
I am the Sr. Vice 
Commander for The 
American Legion 
Post 198 Pawhuska. 

I served during the 
Vietnam War in the 
Army. I was a Crypto 
Repairman, which 
meant that I repaired 
all the coding and 
decoding equipment. 
After leaving the 
Army I spent several 
years in the Oil 
Business.  

 
Dr. Trumbly holds a doc-

torate in Business Admin-
istration.  In addition, I 
attended the University of 
Oklahoma for his BBA in 
Management, and Texas 
A&M for a Master’s in Busi-
ness Computing Sciences.  
His Doctorate in Business 
Administration is from Mis-
sissippi State University. I 
have served on the faculty 
of the University of Okla-
homa, University of Texas 
at El Paso, and currently is 
an adjunct faculty member 
at University of Colorado at 
Colorado Springs, Bacone 
College and Pawnee Nation 
College.  I have been work-
ing in the IT / Technology 
field since 1980.  Also, I am 
a certified Project Manage-
ment Professional (PMP).

I worked in the private 
sector as a consultant and 
software designer. I traveled 
to Afghanistan in 2010 as 
a government defense con-
tractor. I have written over 
30 refereed journal articles 
and conference proceedings. 
I also hold a patent for the 
development of “Business 
Level Metrics for Informa-
tion Technology.”

I am currently teaching 
for Pawnee Nation College 
and working on projects for 
the Osage Nation, including 
Bird Creek Farm and the 
Broadband Project. I am a 
NRA Certified Instructor 
and Training Counselor for 
Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun and 
Muzzle loading.  I am an 
Eagle Scout, a Vigil Honor 
Member of the Order of the 
Arrow and have worked with 
Scouts for over 15 years as 
an Adult Volunteer.

I moved to Pawhuska for 
two purposes 1) To assim-
ilate and learn the Osage 
Culture through immersion 
and 2) to give back to the Na-
tive Community – specifical-
ly to serve the Osage People.

revard Q&a 
–from Page 8

kIdder Q&a 
–from Page 8

tIllman Q&a 
–from Page 9

edwards Q&a 
–from Page 9 trumbly Q&a 

–from Page 7

doesn’t include HR 
responsibilities, I 
work closely with 28 
Departments that 
manage 60 non-tribal 
programs and 56 tribal 
programs. I have also 
served as a board 
member with the Osage 
Nation Foundation 
Board.

10. Are you cultural? 
I’ve cooked for five 
Pawhuska drumkeepers 
in the past 19 years. 
I’m currently a cook 
for Cole Burris, our 
new drumkeeper. My 
Grandmother, Aunts, 
and other close relatives 
were cooks too. My 

relative John Henry 
Mashunkashey was 
a drumkeeper in the 
’70s, and my family 
members have been on 
the committee for many 
years. 

11. Are you related to any 
other candidate? No, I 
am not related to any 
candidates.

12. Are you related to a 
current Osage official? 
If so, how closely? Yes, 
I am a first cousin to 
Andrew Yates and 
Paul Revard. I am a 
second cousin to Susan 
Foreman, and Everett 
Waller is my in-law. 
All serve on the Osage 
Minerals Council.

13. Anything else you would 

like to add? If elected, I 

will continue to support 

appropriations that 

fund our government’s 

Language, Cultural, 

Historic Preservation, 

Museum, and Burial 

Assistance programs. 

Furthermore, I will 

continue to support 

appropriations for 

our Drumkeepers, 

Native American 

Churches, Villages, 

new community 

buildings, and property 

improvements to the 

existing arbors and 

chapels. I will also 

support our Cultural 

Advisory Board.

wife, Wah Ko Sah 
Moie Allottee #453.

8. Education: Bachelor of 
Arts Degree; Bacone 
College

9. Work Experience: 8 
years Osage Congress, 
7 years Teacher 
Osage Language 
Department, and 
Veteran U.S. Army

10. Are you cultural? 
I am very cultural, 
member of the Zon Zo 
Li/ Hominy District 
Committee. Attend 
Native American 
Church. Involved in 
Osage Language.

11. Are you related to any 
other candidate? Not 
related to any other 
candidates

12. Are you related to 

a current Osage 
official? I am second 
cousins to a Mineral 
Councilwoman 
and second cousin 
to a Gaming 
Commissioner.

13. Anything else you 
would like to add? I 
am ¾ Osage Indian 
and a Veteran of the 
U.S. Army. I have 
served my country 
and my Osage people 
with dignity and 
honor. And will always 
provide experienced 
leadership and will 
obey my oath of 
office to protect and 
defend the Osage 
Constitution and Laws 
of the Osage Nation.

maker Q&a 
–from Page 9

and current Chief the 
of the Citizen Band 
Pottawatomie’s). Kerr 
McGee on the R&D 
chemical working with 
Titanium Dioxide’s 
surface chemistry, 
process improvement 
and product 
improvement. During 
my time at Kerr McGee, 
I was able to work in 
a team environment, 
chemical engineers, 
chemist and people from 
all over the world. Waste 
Management R&D 
converting methane 
gas into biodiesel off 

the landfill sites. Osage 
Nation as Osage Gaming 
Commissioner from 2014 
to 2019, becoming Osage 
Gaming Commissioner 
Chairman 2018 to 
2019. Resigned from 
Commission to go 
to Osage Nation in 
Financial Assistance, 
Title Employment and 
Training Coordinator. 

10. Are you cultural? Yes, 
in 1974 at age of 5, I 
came into the Zon-Zo-
Li District In-Lon-Sca, 
during the time of drum 
keeper Mike Hopper.  
In 1980 under Amos 
Shadlow Jr. Zon-Zo-Li 
Drum Keeper, I became 

water boy and have 
been on the Zon-Zo-
Li committee for the 
last 40 years. I grew 
up surrounded by all 
my aunts and uncles 
in the Hominy Indian 
Village. We come from 
a traditional family 
and continue to try to 
maintain our Osage 
Culture, at all times. 

11. Are you related to any 
other candidate?  No

12. Are you related with a 
current Osage official? 
No

13. Anything else to add?: 
No response.

12. Are you related with a 
current Osage official? 
Alice Goodfox – Sister-
in-law, Paula Stabler 
– Cousin, Angela Pratt 
– Cousin

13. Anything else you 
would like to add? I 
am Melissa Goodfox 
Dailey from the Zon 
Zo Li District.  It is 
my concern during 
this pandemic crisis, 
that the health and 
well-being of our 
Osage Nation be 
protected and the 

factors that follow 
will be addressed.  
These factors are the 
preservation of our 
culture, education, 
environment 
and economic 
sustainability.  We are 
in an age of technology 
that allows our 
cultural programs to be 
enhanced and shared 
amongst the people in 
state and out of state.  
Our education program 
is a benefit that is a 
blessing and we must 
be grateful to receive 
and give back to our 
Osage Nation.  Greater 

economic ventures 

must be pursued that 

will provide economic 

sustainability now and 

for our future.  

I am dedicated to support 

stronger legislation that will 

provide fair appropriations to 

our Nation’s health, culture, 

education, environment and 

economic programs.

I would like to ask for 

your support and vote on  

June 1, 2020.

Thank you.

daIley Q&a 
–from Page 7

appeals officer for the 
BIA Southern Plains 
Court of Indian Appeals. 
From 2012 until today, 
I have maintained my 
law practice in Edmond, 
OK. Since 2013, I have 
provided legal services 
assessing tribal courts 
and providing court 
advocacy training. All 
my current businesses 
are registered with the 
Secretary of the Osage 
Nation. In service to 
the Osage Nation, in 
1994, I was elected the 
Supreme Court Judge 
of the Osage Nation and 
administrated the Osage 
Nation Tribal Court for 
three years. In 2006, I 
was elected to the First 
Osage Nation Congress, 
and reelected in 2012 
and 2016. I have been 
on all Congressional 
Committees and 
chaired Budget and 
Finance, Appropriations, 
Commerce and 
Economic Development, 
Education, Health 
and Social Services, 
Government Operations, 
and Rules and Ethics. 

10. Are you cultural? I 
have spent summers 
in the Osage my entire 
life, and began dancing 
when my aunt gave me 
my first shawl at about 
age 7. I still wear some 

of our family heirloom 
dance regalia at I’n-
Lon-Schka. I cherish 
the time spent with 
and wisdom imparted 
by my extended 
Osage and Chickasaw 
families. I was taught 
artisan skills by Judy 
Lookout and others, 
including ribbonwork, 
moccasin, necklace 
and shirt making. I 
thank them for sharing 
their talents with me. 
My love of history and 
storytelling comes 
from my Chickasaw 
great-grandmother, 
who fortunately lived 
to be 96 years old and 
was mentally sharp 
until her death. I 
fondly remember Osage 
language conversational 
get-togethers with Mogri 
Lookout and friends. 
We often listened to 
his language cassette 
tapes on road trips! I 
feel blessed to know 
our family traditions. 
I support cultural 
events, and am honored 
to have been invited 
to ceremonials and 
dances of other Nations, 
including Kaw, Hopi, 
Apache, Navajo, Zuni, 
and Chumash. 

11. Are you related to 
another candidate or 
with a current Osage 
official: I am not related 
to any other candidate 

or a current Osage 
Official.

12. Answers combined with 
question #11.

13. Anything you would 
like to add: It has been 
an honor to serve the 
Osage People as your 
Congresswoman. When 
the People approved 
the Osage Constitution 
and a three-part form 
of government, it 
assigned certain duties 
and responsibilities to 
the Legislative Branch. 
Since 2006, I have 
undertaken those very 
seriously, and tried to 
the best of my ability to 
draft, sponsor and pass 
good laws. My objective 
has been to always 
prioritize all Osage 
People. I have been 
fiscally conservative 
with the People’s money, 
and prioritized spending 
in areas where I see the 
greatest need. I have 
been mindful of the 
Constitution’s promises 
regarding the health, 
education, and welfare 
of all Osages. I humbly 
ask you to allow me to 
serve one last term. If 
re-elected, I will write 
legislation that fosters 
economic diversity, and 
vow to further solidify 
in law the processes and 
progress we have made 
together. Please honor 
me with your vote.

voice and that voice needs to 
be heard.  Please take every 
opportunity to reach out to any 
member of the Osage Congress 
and express your views about 
our Nation and the direction 
we are headed.  

The Osage Nation remains 
strong and will continue to 
grow as we are constantly 

working to improve programs 
and services.  Our employ-
ees are the backbone of the 
Osage Nation and we have to 
continue providing them with 
adequate resources for their 
success.  

I humbly ask you for your 
support and vote this June.  
Stay safe and may God bless!

Joe Tillman
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children, the most vulnerable 
of us.  I am concerned about 
our financial prosperity and 
will support legislation to en-
sure our grandchildren’s fu-
ture is protected. 

As a former gaming CEO, I 
have a great deal of experience 

in creating and understand-
ing budgets and the difficult 
decisions that must be made 
regarding daily budget man-
agement.  I am experienced 
in strategic planning, writ-
ing policies, leading, project 
development and manage-
ment, and revenue generation 
for Tribal Governments and  
Tribal Members. 

I will be prepared and will 
take pride in serving the mem-
bers of the Osage Nation.  I 
hold the very values of our 
Osage People in my heart and 
will always do what is right for 
the Osage Nation – not what is 
right for just my family or any 
one group.

I humbly ask for and appre-
ciate your vote.

to Katy Sundbye. 
Currently, we have 
no grandchildren, but 
I do look forward to 
some new additions in 
their own time. I count 
it a privilege to have a 
very close relationship 
with my father, 
Dudley Whitehorn, 
who will turn eighty-
five this May. He has 
been my mentor and 
has taught me many 
things about life and 
Osage government.

7. Osage ancestry: My 
parents are Dudley 
and Joyce Whitehorn, 
my grandparents 
are Sam and Hattie 
Whitehorn, and my 
great grandparents 
are Ki-he-kah-na-
she and Frances 
Whitehorn (Hu-lah-
to-me) both full blood 
original allottees. My 
grandfather and his 
sister Magella were 
the only children who 
survived them.

8. Education: I attended 
the University of 
Oklahoma, the 
University of Tulsa 
and Southwest Texas 
State University, 
now Texas State 
University in San 
Marcos, Texas. My 
field of study was 
Geography with an 
emphasis on water. 
After the birth of 
Mason, I chose to be 
a full-time mother 
and to home school 
my boys. I have 
considered completing 
my degree, because 
I find the study of 
water, in all aspects, 
fascinating. This 
has carried over to 
my time served on 
Congress, concerning 
Osage water rights. 

9. Work Experience: 
Since 2012, I have 
had the privilege 
and honor to serve 
on the Osage Nation 
Congress in several 
leadership roles 
and as a member of 
numerous committees: 
1st year - Chair 
of Governmental 
Operations 
Committee; 2nd year 
- Chair of Commerce 
and Economic 
Development 
Committee; 3rd 
year - Chair of Water 
Rights Taskforce; 
3rd and 4th year - 
Speaker of Congress; 
6th year - Chair 
of Appropriations 
Committee; 7th 
year - Chair of 
Appropriations and 
Chair of Commerce, 
Gaming and Land 
Committees. Staying 
informed, engaging 
with tribal members, 
collecting data, 
understanding 
the finance of our 
Nation and how the 
Legislative power 
and process serve the 
people is my most 
recent employment 
and my only position 
of profit for seven 
years. My husband 
and I own a family 
business in Hominy; 
and my siblings and I 
own a small cow/calf 
operation utilizing 
our family’s allotted 
lands for sustaining 
the herd. While living 
in Texas 1985-2002, 
I worked middle 
management for an oil 
company. 

10. Are you cultural? 
Osage culture is 
personal to each 
of us and to our 
family traditions, 
and is a common 
thread binding us 
all together. I do 
participate in the 
I’n-Lon-Schka. I 

served as a Zon-Zo-li 
committee cook 1985-
88. I don’t weave, but 
have finished several 
woman’s belts (very 
hard on the fingers) 
and I highly regard 
the Osage artisans 
we depend on, who 
teach their skills and 
supply items to those 
who don’t have the 
ability to create for 
themselves. I have 
always supported 
the expansion of the 
Osage Nation Culture 
and Language by an 
affirmative vote.

11. Are you related to any 
other candidate? I am 
not closely related to 
any candidates.

12. Are you related to a 
current Osage official? 
I am not closely 
related to any elected 
officials.

13. Anything else you 
would like to add? 
I have had the 
opportunity to speak 
with many tribal 
members throughout 
the years and am 
thankful for every 
opportunity to hear 
from them. I hope 
this includes you, 
and I would like to 
hear from you during 
this election season 
(918.760.0806).

Our Nation is facing chal-
lenges none of us have ever 
known. The suspension of 
Osage Casino operations 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the threat against 
our State Gaming Compact 
stands to have significant 
economic impacts on the 
Nation. Experience, knowl-
edge of Osage Nation Law, 
and proven leadership in its 
financial and legislative pro-
cesses is pivotal now more 
than ever. I have a great 
respect for the responsibili-
ty I share with my Congres-
sional colleagues. The work 
we do greatly impacts the 
lives of all tribal members. 
For instance, the Tobac-
co Tax Relief Fund which I 
authored several years ago, 
has earned the Nation mil-
lions of dollars and was law-
fully utilized to fund a cash 
shortage to the Health Bene-
fit Fund. Writing legislation 
that benefits the communi-
ty’s needs is my duty, one 
that I concern myself with 
daily.

Economic Development 
is my #1 priority for our 
Nation. We offer excellent 
services and benefits to all 
Osage People. It becomes 
more apparent year after 
year that we currently have 
no available revenue for ex-
pansion of programs and 
benefits. Our financial base 
is near its capacity during 
normal operations. The Na-
tion simply does not have 
the ability to offer more trib-
ally funded programming to 
the Osage People until reve-
nue earnings are diversified 
into ventures in addition to 
gaming. It is up to your gov-
ernment to figure this out. I 
will keep pushing this mes-
sage forward and will collab-
orate with all who come to 
the table.

I ask for your vote so I can 
continue to serve you. Thank 
you! 

VOTE WHITEHORN.

whItehOrn Q&a 
–from Page 9

worked as an attorney 
in private practice for 15 
years. I currently work 
on many cases with 
Bransford Shoemake. 
Prior to that time, I 
worked as a housing 
director for the Otoe-
Missouria Tribe and 
the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians.

10. Are you cultural? Yes, 
I learned to make 
beadwork at age 11 
and have made many 
of the items that I wear 
when participating 
in powwows and the 
Inlonshka. 

11. Are you related to any 
other candidate? No.

12. Are you related with a 
current Osage official? I 
am the sister of Gaming 
Board member, Susan 
Kneeland and the niece 
of Ranch Board member 
and former Minerals 
Council member, Galen 
Crum. He is my mother’s 
brother.  

13. Anything else you 

would like to add? I 
humbly ask all Osage 
citizens for their support 
and their confidence. 
I have practiced law 
for nearly 15 years 
and I am licensed to 
practice law in the 
State of Oklahoma, 
all Oklahoma federal 
courts, the United 
States Court of Appeals 
for the Tenth Circuit 
and many tribal courts. 
I am attorney of record 
in the case of Fletcher v. 
United States and other 
breach-of-trust lawsuits 
involving the Osage 
mineral estate. I am 
well-versed in domestic, 
probate, corporate, 
complex civil litigation, 
criminal defense and 
many other areas of the 
law. I practice primarily 
in the Osage County 
District Court and I 
am the President of 
the Osage County Bar 
Association. I now make 
my home in Bartlesville. 

I have many ideas and plans 
to move the Nation forward. 

As an attorney for multiple 
Indian tribes throughout the 
State, I have put these plans 
into action for others, over and 
over again. I have been direct-
ly involved in the planning, 
financing and developing of 
casinos, housing construction, 
infrastructure projects, health 
clinics, assisted living centers 
and the like. 

As you are no doubt aware, 
the Osage Nation and this 
entire country are entering 
unchartered waters. The ca-
sinos are shuttered. Many 
employees of the Nation have 
been furloughed. There are 
no alternate, viable sources 
of revenue for the Osage Na-
tion to fund the programs on 
which we all depend, such as 
higher education, burial as-
sistance and health benefits. 
Tough choices must be made 
by educated, intelligent, expe-
rienced, level-headed leaders 
– leaders who care more deep-
ly about the issues than how 
the issues affect themselves. I 
thank you in advance for your 
attention and consideration, 
and I look forward to the op-
portunity to serve you and this  
great Nation.

has many duties that include 
(a) Conduct Business on be-
half of Congress; (b) Preside 
over all Sessions of Congress, 
(c) Set and Report Priorities of 
Session and Action Taken by 
Congress, (d) Assign Proposed 
Legislation, (e) Approve the 
Final Journal and many other 
obligations as well.

My life has been influenced 
by many individuals and I’ve 
made note of my brother and 
I being raised by my grand-

mother.  I would like to also 
thank my father the former 
Chief of the Osage Tribe, 
Charles Tillman Jr.  My father 
taught me many things and 
continues to offer his advice 
and opinions on the business of 
the Osage Nation.  I attribute 
in part my leadership skills to 
his teachings and actions of 
providing for the Osage people 
whom he truly loves.  Thanks 
Dad!

I am going to continue to 
lead this great nation especial-
ly during these difficult times.  
Now is the time to stand up 
against the challenges you 

are all very aware.  Working 
together with the Executive 
Branch and its leadership will 
help us overcome these strenu-
ous times.  

Finally I want to thank my 
wife and daughter for their 
support and love they have 
given me during my time serv-
ing the Nation.  Without their 
devotion and support my job 
would be difficult so thank you 
Cindy and Cory.  

May Almighty God Bless 
each and every one of you and 
give you strength and peace.

Be well,
Joe Tillman

debates 1 
–from Page 1

Sterling Cosper, programs di-
rector for the Native American  
Journalists Association. 

Attendees were allowed two 
minutes for each question and 
introductions, plus one min-
ute for rebuttal. The 15 candi-
dates were divided into three 
groups of five alphabetically 
by last name. At the top of 
the debate, the first person in 
each group was asked to pick 
a number to determine which 
five questions their quintet  
would answer.  

For more than an hour, Mi-
chael Bristow, Melissa Dai-
ley, Shannon Edwards, Colt 
Herren and Billy Keene an-
swered questions about eco-
nomic development, potential 
gaming expansion, the role of 
Congress and COVID-19 test-
ing for Osage Nation employ-
ees upon the re-opening of the 
tribal complex. 

With all five candidates ac-
knowledging the Osage Na-
tion’s looming financial crunch 
due to the pandemic, several 
expressed interest in having 
the tribe diversify its revenue 
stream through agriculture op-
portunities, such as industrial 
hemp, or by building a hotel 
in Pawhuska to capitalize on 
the recent increase in tourism- 
related traffic. 

In addition to opening up the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Clinic to 
non-Indigenous patients, Bris-
tow suggested that the nation 
diversify its business portfolio 
through financial institutions. 

“This pandemic has made 
our businesses shaky at best,” 
Bristow said. “The Osage Na-
tion could benefit from having 
a banking system or lending 
institution to assist tribal 
members with housing and 
small business loans. It would 
also allow nation to invest in 
its citizens.” 

With the Osage Nation cam-
pus largely closed through 
May 11 due to the ongoing 
pandemic, the candidates all 
agreed that some form of wide-
spread testing, either through 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi clinic or in 
partnership with other enti-
ties, needs to occur before em-
ployees return back to work. 

“I think for employees com-
ing back…if they have quar-
antined themselves and used 
proper social distancing while 
off work, it can be a benefit,” 
Herren said, while encourag-
ing the use of antibody testing. 
“If they’ve been out running 
around, there needs to be a 
test. It depends on the job as 
well. If it’s employee who is 
by themselves all the time, 
don’t want to force the issue. 
If they’re in an office, then pos-
sibly. It needs to be left to the 
employee personally. I don’t 
want to force a test on anyone 
who doesn’t want it.”

The candidates were also 
asked if they would uncondi-
tionally support any efforts 
from executive branch and 
gaming leadership to expand 
Osage Casinos in to Missouri. 
The tribe previously hired lob-
byists and met with communi-
ty leaders in Cuba, Missouri, 
about 80 miles southwest of 
St. Louis.  

Although the concept had 
support from Herren, Bristow, 
Keene and Dailey, the ques-
tion’s use of the word “uncon-
ditionally” drew some raised 
eyebrows across the board. 

“I love my kids uncondition-
ally. That word … I just can’t 
say unconditionally,” Keene 
said. “Obviously, there would 
be some conditions. Has there 
been a feasibility study done? 
What kind of ROI [return on 
investment] are we expecting? 
We’d also have to consider the 
feds right now, as we’d have to 
take land into trust and that’s 
not always a smooth process.” 

The fourth question fo-

cused on the role of Con-
gress beyond its obligations 
to approve the tribe’s annual  
operating budgets. 

“The roles for Congress … 
are to provide stronger legis-
lation to protect and promote 
our culture, provide stron-
ger legislation for our elders 
and children, education and 
health,” Dailey said. “I believe 
that Congress does more than 
budgetary approval. I think 
the most important role is that 
Congress is aware of the people 
and they have communication 
with the people. The legisla-
tion they promote should pro-
vide answers to the people.” 

For a final question, the five 
candidates were asked which 
of the “Big Three” programs 
they would eliminate if the 
tribe’s financial status reached 
a point that it could not main-
tain funding levels for its 
burial assistance fund, health 
benefit card and college schol-
arship program. 

All five stressed that they 
were not actively looking to 
cut or reduce any of those 
services. However, citing the 
availability of external oppor-
tunities, Bristow, Dailey, Her-
ren and Keene all said they 
would reduce or eliminate the 
scholarship program if the 
funding situation became that 
dire and no other alternatives  
were available. 

Edwards did not identify a 
program. Instead, she said she 
would look for other areas to 
cut funding first. 

“Our main revenue source is 
gaming,” Edwards said. “Un-
der the Indian Gaming Reg-
ulatory Act, that money has 
to go to the general welfare. 
When you look to how you pro-
vide for the general welfare, in 
my mind, it’s direct assistance 
as set forth in the constitution. 
When you talk about cutting 
back or eliminating, I would 
push back and look for ineffi-
ciencies to cut first.”
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debates 3 
–from Page 1

divided into three groups of five (by 
alphabetical order of last names) and 
each candidate answered five ques-
tions submitted by the Osage pub-
lic with opportunities for rebuttals 
after candidates initially answered  
the questions.        

Candidates Pam Shaw, Joe Tillman, 
Jim Trumbly, RJ Walker and Maria 
Whitehorn participated in the third 
and final group. Manthey and Cosper 
posed the questions and moderated 
the order of candidate (two minute) 
responses and (one minute) rebut-
tals. Each candidate also received two 
minutes each for introductions and  
closing remarks.

The entire recording of the 2020 can-
didate debates is online at the “Osage 
News” YouTube channel for viewing.

First question
What other enterprises besides gam-

ing do you think the Osage Nation can 
start businesses in and be successful 
in? 

—Daniel Thornton, Pawhuska

Tillman, the current Congressional 
Speaker, said the Congress is now in 
its third year at the former First Na-
tional Bank building across Main 
Street from Ree Drummond’s The Pi-
oneer Woman Mercantile businesses 
and has seen countless crowds come 
through Pawhuska since the fall 2016 
opening. “I’ve been sitting there for 
those three years and seen the thou-
sands and thousands and thousands 
of people just walk by our building …  
and we have done nothing, nothing, 
and the local economy is right there 
for us, all sorts of opportunities … I’m 
open to looking at different opportuni-
ties, you have to be careful, you have 
to have a plan to go forward cautious-
ly, but please don’t just rely on gam-
ing, we have some bright minds in the 
Osage Nation and let’s move forward,” 
Tillman said.

Trumbly said Drummond’s “15 min-
utes of fame is not going to last forev-
er and we need to capitalize on that, 
there’s so many things we could be do-
ing, we have to diversify our revenue 
stream … we need to do it smart, we 
need to develop a comprehensive busi-
ness plan and the business models for 
each one of these... We started putting 
(Bird Creek Farm) on the road to be-
ing profitable in the fact that they’re 
going to start produce products for our 
casinos to use … Hemp is another one 
of the agri-businesses we need to look 
at … we need to change the way we do 
business in Osage,” he said.

Walker acknowledged Trumbly’s 
comments, adding he is privy to recent 
discussions on pursuing the hemp in-
dustry. “I think that’s a viable option 
and agri-tourism … We need to start 
looking at opportunities on the ability 
to be self-sustaining to feed our people 
in the next crisis,” Walker said.

Whitehorn said economic develop-
ment at the Nation is the No. 1 import-
ant issue to her because the Nation 
and its people have needs, tribal funds 
are limited and local endeavors includ-
ing the Nation’s Bluestem Ranch and 
Bird Creek Farm have some success. “I 
believe that Osages can be successful 
in any business that we put our minds 
to,” she said.

Shaw also agreed the Nation needs 
to diversify its economic development, 
because “I do support Native-to-Na-
tive businesses,” adding one chal-
lenge she ran into while working as a 
gaming CEO was difficulty in finding 
Native-owned companies to hire in 
providing the casino with goods and 
services.

Second question
Regarding the boards and LLCs of 

the Nation, what do you think is need-
ed for them to become more transparent 
and accountable to the Osage Nation? 

–Faren Anderson, Pawhuska.

Trumbly said he’s written position 
papers on LLCs, adding “LLCs are 
not good or bad … It’s the people in 
positions that have to be transparent 
and held accountable… These boards 
need to produce an annual report – or 
I would say a quarterly report – that is 
made public not just to the government 
entities so the Osage Nation citizens 
can see it and the compensation for the 
boards needs to be tied to their perfor-
mance as well.”

Walker noted the LLCs and LLC 
boards fall under the Executive 
Branch and believes the branch should 
“dedicate more efforts on having some-
one monitor what’s going on a little 
bit more” and added the Legislative 
Branch should also monitor the LLCs 
better as well. 

Whitehorn said she attends board 
meetings for the Osage LLC, Osage 
Nation Environmental Solutions 

(ONES) and the Bluestem Ranch, add-
ing “transparency starts with your 
elected officials … In my view, it’s also 
up to the Executive Branch to also do 
the same.”

Shaw said she sees transparency 
being an issue, adding it’s hard for 
constituents, including her, to find 
information on the LLCs. “When you 
look at the businesses that our LLCs 
are currently in – construction, IT, en-
ergy – they should be successful, right? 
My question, just as a tribal member 
on the outside looking in, is why? We 
need to be able to get that information 
even though it’s hard to deliver bad 
news,” she said.

Tillman noted the Executive Branch 
is charged with appointing the board 
members and the Congress votes to 
confirm them for service, but a better 
job can be done at vetting the boards. 
He also added that serving board 
members “have been handed a disas-
ter” with millions in prior losses and 
poor business decisions by past man-
agement, “so I want us to be careful 
going forward.” 

Third question
What is your stance on the future of 

Daposka Ahnkodapi – the Osage Na-
tion’s school? 

–Avis Ballard, Skiatook.

Walker said the COVID-19 virus has 
changed the Nation’s money situation 
for funding government operations due 
to the Osage Casinos temporary shut-
down and the questions are shifting to 
what can the Nation afford due to reve-
nue shortfalls, adding “it’s heartwarm-
ing and humbling” to hear the students 
speak and say prayers in Osage.

Whitehorn agreed “we’re going to 
have money issues,” and she supports 
language immersion efforts. “If we 
don’t have plans in place as legislators 
then we can’t prioritize the dollars that 
we have … I want to be able to support 
it, but I’ve got to see where it’s going 
to take us, the dollars that it’s going to 
take us to be successful because we’re 
dealing with the young minds of chil-
dren and families … but that is the 
choice of the Executive Branch and I 
hope to see what we’re going to do,”  
she said.

Shaw said she supports the school’s 
immersion efforts “and if we are able 
to sustain that option, I think that we 
should as part of our overall language 
program and language efforts.”

Tillman said the question gave him 
“mixed emotions,” noting he believes 
the staff is dedicated to their jobs in 
working with the students. He also 
noted the school experienced a high 
turnover rate with three people in 
leadership roles in recent years and the 
cost per student needs to be revisited, 
as well as planning… “my heart goes 
out to all the people who are working 
very hard to try and make that school 
a success,” he said.

Trumbly acknowledged there will be 
difficulties the Nation faces due to the 
COVID-19 situation, but “we do need 
to keep in mind that in order to be a 
federally recognized tribe, we have to 
have a solid language base, so I think 
that it’s really important just for us to 
keep our federally recognized status, 
so the school needs to work with the 
Nation’s government… to make sure 
they developed a modified strategic 
plan that will outline their goals and 
objectives.”

Fourth question
A decimating result of COVID-19 

will be lost revenues from Gaming. Low 
estimates are in the 20% range, though 
the number could be much higher. 
When “normalcy” returns, and Casinos 
open, revenues will not return to form 
immediately. How will Congress ad-
dress the revenue shortfalls, including 
priority spending?

–Scott Manzer, Bakersfield, Calif.

Whitehorn said any cutbacks in the 
Executive Branch will be made by the 
branch itself. For the upcoming 2021 
fiscal year, Whitehorn said a decrease 
in projected revenue is anticipated, but 
added: “A projection is a moving tar-
get. As your member of Congress, it 
would be my desire to have cuts equal-
ly across the board … I support bene-
fits to the people and I support a strong 
government that serves our people 
with a workforce … But everything is 
going to be examined in my view.”

Shaw said she’s been listening to the 
2020 Hun-Kah Session and committee 
meetings and spoke with Executive 
Branch members and commended the 
branches for their efforts so far. Us-
ing gaming experience, Shaw said she 
believes it could take one year for the 
Nation to recover from the lost revenue 
and each branch will have to look at 
their expenses to meet the lower reve-
nue projections.

See debates 3
—Continued  on Page 14
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councils, administrations, 
and congresses come and go, 
but the employees remain, to 
carry out direct services to 
the people.  The employees 
are the ones that keep our 
Sovereignty alive and well.  

The 31st Tribal Council 
worked hard to develop a 
Constitution that was for 
the people and by the peo-
ple.  I still believe whole-
heartedly that our Nation 
will only prevail by listen-

ing to our people.  I support 
the 25-year Strategic Plan, 
a document formulated by 
the people, which provides a 
footprint or road map for our 
leaders to follow.  If elected, 
I will follow the Constitution 
and fund or propose legis-
lation to further implement 
the Strategic Plan.  For 
those Osage citizens who do 
not know me, I hope this an-
nouncement provides a little 
background of who I am and 
why I’d like to serve as your 
Congresswoman.  If you’d 
like to visit, please call 918-
639-3704.

herren 
–from Page 3

Pratt Q&a 
–from Page 9

walker 
–from Page 5

debates 3 
–from Page 13

revard 
–from Page 4

the Osage Nation, I have a 
strong desire for the social ser-
vices. I want to ensure that our 
social service dept. continually 
has the funding and personnel 
needed to protect and serve 
our foster children, adults 
and elders needing assistance. 
This would guarantee that our 
most vulnerable members nev-
er go unnoticed.

I promise to always be a 
voice of the Osage Nation.

Thank You, Colt Herren
918.637.6214, Colher85@

aol.com, Facebook: Colt Her-
ren for Osage Nation Congress

trumbly 
–from Page 5

of “Business Level Metrics for 
Information Technology”

I am a NRA Certified In-
structor and Training Counsel-
or for Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun and 
Muzzle loading.  I am an Eagle 
Scout, a Vigil Honor Member 
of the Order of the Arrow and 
have worked with Scouts for 15 
years as a Volunteer.

Once I moved to Pawhus-
ka, I quickly got involved in 
special projects for the Osage 
Nation.  Chief Standing Bear 
asked me to assist on the 
Broadband project. This was a 
natural choice, due to my ex-
tensive background in the US 
Telecommunication Industry, 
having been the Chief Tech-
nology Officer for the US Tele-
com Industry group for EDS. 
Once that project was stalled 
because of the ABB (American 
Burying Beetle), Chief Stand-

ing Bear asked me to project 
manage Bird Creek Farm. I 
have worked and implement-
ed several actions that has 
put Bird Creek Farm (now Eco 
Park and Farm) on the path 
to becoming profitable for the 
first time.  The farm is growing 
produce that will be purchased 
by our Casinos including Hops 
for Nine Band Brewery. I am 
working on completing the 
USDA application that will 
allow the Osage Nation to en-

ter into and regulate our own 
Hemp industry, both farming 
and perhaps processing. In 
fact, 120 acres of land outside 
of Fairfax has been set aside 
for growing Hemp.

I moved to Pawhuska, for 
two purposes 1) To assimilate 
and learn the Osage Culture 
through immersion and 2) to 
give back to the Native Com-
munity – specifically to serve 
the Osage People.

Despite the challenges of the 
present, we must keep moving 
forward. Initiatives I fully sup-
port include the purchase of 
land as finances allow, expan-
sion of our successful livestock 
venture, and our water rights. 
Sustainability and self-reli-

ance should be this Nation’s 
primary goal. 

As we enter a time of uncer-
tainty, knowledge and experi-
ence become invaluable assets 
of leadership. I pledge to put 
my knowledge and experience 
to work for you and continue to 
be a voice of reason and com-
mon sense.

R.J. Walker

to what is next for the Na-
tion as we work through this 
hardship, and also, I look 
forward to be a part of the 
future growth of our Nation 
with your support. 

I promise to work diligent-
ly to protect and preserve 
the Nation on all fronts, 
supporting our government 
operations, Osage education 
at all levels, the wellbeing 
of our elders, our healthcare 
system, culture and lan-
guage initiatives, and direct 

benefits to the people. I serve 
each and every Osage, be-
yond politics, because I want 
all of our people to have a 
secure future financially  
and culturally. 

Alongside my colleagues, 
the Executive Branch, and 
with your support we will 
preserve the Nation. Right 
now, we need a strong Na-
tion, a Nation together. I 
have the knowledge and ex-
perience to lead, the courage 
to explore new paths, and I 
am respectfully asking for 
your vote to serve you and 
your family.

whItehOrn 
–from Page 5

keene Q&a 
–from Page 7

Doctorate from Oklahoma City University School of Law 
with a Certificate in Indian Law. 

9. Work Experience: I have worked in multiple positions 
within the Osage Nation that includes working for the 
Gaming industry. Currently, I work for the Osage Nation 
Compliance Department. We provide internal reviews 
and oversight for over 30 tribal departments. 

10. Are you cultural? I have danced at the Osage In-Lon-
Schka for 22 years. I can speak some Osage.

11. Are you related to any other candidate? Melissa Dailey is 
my Second Cousin

12. Are you related to a current Osage official? No
13. Anything else you would like to add? Osage culture is 

important to me, it is what makes us who we are. I am 
thankful to have been around Osage elders like my uncle 
Harry Red Eagle Jr. and Eddy Red Eagle Jr. my whole 
life. Being around knowledgeable Osage elders who are 
well-versed in our Osage ways has been a blessing.

focusing on Data Driven 
Strategic Solutions from 
Western Governor’s 
University. 

9. Work Experience: 
2014 – 2018 Cherokee 
Nation Businesses - 
Corporate Accounting 
& Finance; created 
the annual budget for 
assigned sector (total of 
$1 billion + annually), 
performed monthly 
financial reviews for all 
assigned LLCs, ensured 
all company costs were 
appropriately recognized 

in a timely fashion. 
Completed all work 
with heavy emphasis on 
teamwork, collaboration 
and problem 
solving. Ensured 
and appropriated 
spending. Captain of 
the Community Impact 
Team volunteer group. 
2018- present Cherokee 
Nation Businesses – 
Business Development; 
I creating value; 
contribute to proposal 
development, analyze 
client needs, perform 
customer relationship 
management 
and partnership 

development. I work to 
create, maintain, and 
grow long term-strategic 
relationships so that my 
business can grow and 
prosper for generations 
to come. Last but 
not least, I connect  
large corporations 
with minority and/
or disadvantaged 
businesses. This 
includes having the 
ability to bring diverse 
partners together 
to deliver a quality 
solution for our 
customer. Captain of 
the Community Impact 
Team volunteer group. 

10. Are you cultural? 
My grandparents 
emphasized learning 
our culture; from a 
very young age, we 
knew our way of life, 
art, languages, beliefs, 
traditional ceremonies, 
dress, and music. We 
are very thankful for 

their efforts. My family 
and I have been blessed 
to participate in our 
precious Inlonshka. 
At the moment, I am 
teaching my young 
people how to sew a 
men’s shirt (no, they 
aren’t taking orders 
just yet). They are also 
helping one another 
with restringing beads, 
chokers and pretty much 
anything else that’s 
needed. My family does 
not hesitate to reach 
out and ask questions; I 
encourage you to do the 
same. We have many 
elders that would be 
happy to visit. 

11. Are you related to any 
other candidate? No, not 
closely related

12. Are you related with a 
current Osage official? I 
believe we are one and 
that is our strength; 
we move as one. One 

family, one people & one 
Nation. 

13. Anything else you would 
like to add? I appreciate 
each one of you that 
supported me two years 
ago. I am going to ask 
for your continued 
support now. There is 
not a day that goes by 
that I do not think about 
our future. I know what 
we do today will not 
only affect our children 
and grandchildren, 
but it will also leave 
a lasting impact that 
will be felt by the next 
seven generations. 
More than ever, we are 
living in extraordinary 
times. Our people 
have endured much in 
our long history; we 
must ensure that we 
are taking a unified 
approach and that our 
people come first. 

I strongly believe in trans-
parency, accountability and 
public trust. Having served in 
Corporate Accounting, I know 
the importance of maintaining 
and providing fundamentally 
objective information to key 
decision makers. The num-
bers tell a story and it’s vital 
to understand that story as it 
relates to creating a budget & 
making important decisions 
for our people. 

I fully understand the mag-
nitude of the choices I make. 
After all, I am Osage and I be-
lieve in it.

member of the Native 
American Church. 
I am proud to have 
been raised with 
Osage traditions. I 
took my place at our 
InLonSchka dances at 
the age of 8 and I have 
held a position on the 
Pawhuska War Dance 
committee since the 
age of 12. 

As your Congressman, I 
will be devoted to the follow-
ing:

Eldercare:  I will instill a 
strong support for Eldercare 
during budgeting prioriti-
zation. I would like to see 
the Nation focus resources 
into establishing a skilled 
nursing facility and develop 
a comprehensive Eldercare 
program.

Integrity:  As a licensed 
Speech Pathologist work-
ing with geriatric patients, 
honesty and strong moral 
principals are essential. In 
my practice, I am reminded 
daily that when the health 
care needs of our people are 

addressed, we create a thriv-
ing community. 

Accountability: Our Na-
tion can only move forward 
if the ON Legislative and 
Executive branches make 
the choice to work together, 
resulting in decisions made 
for the betterment of Osage 
Nation Citizens.  

I will strongly support 
funding for the burial assis-
tance, health benefit card, 
and higher education schol-
arship programs. As a past 
scholarship recipient, I un-
derstand the importance the 
scholarship funding provides 
to Osage students seeking 
higher education. I have 
been given the opportunity 
to give back to the Osage 
community the benefit of my 
Bachelors and Masters edu-
cation by on the Osage Na-
tion Health Authority Board 
in 2018. I desire to continue 
giving back to the Osage Na-
tion and would be proud to 
serve as your Congressman.  

I am Michael Bristow, I am 
Osage and I seek your vote 
to serve as a member of the 
next Osage Nation Congress.

brIstOw Q&a 
–from Page 8

Tillman said it’s very diffi-
cult to predict what is coming 
due to the pandemic and busi-
ness closures and a possibility 
of a second wave of COVID-19. 
He believes any cuts and sac-
rifices will have to start at the 
top … “Hard questions are 
coming, do the Big Three (di-
rect services) go away? I hope 
not. When you look at buri-
al assistance, scholarships, 
health benefit funds, are they 
going to be cut? Possibility it 
could be coming, I don’t want 
to get rid of any of them, but 
they may be reduced and it’s 
unfortunate because all our 
eggs have been in one basket 
and that’s gaming and our 
doors are closed.”

Trumbly said the question 
“goes to the underlying prob-
lem we have in how we do 
business. If the coronavirus 
– and I might add Gov. Stitt – 

have taught us anything, it’s 
that having a single source of 
revenue makes us vulnerable 
and it puts our entire Nation 
in jeopardy … We need to do 
a financial comprehensive fi-
nancial analysis … we need 
to understand where we are, 
what the impact is going to be 
… It stresses the importance 
of business diversity.”

Walker also believes there 
will be budget cuts and “priori-
ty spending is going to depend 
on who sits in these (Con-
gressional) seats … There’s 
probably going to be a small-
er government, there’s likely 
going to be employees who no 
longer work for the Nation or 
if they get furloughed, they 
might not come back.” 

 
Fifth question

Do you believe direct services 
should be given to Osages that 
do not reside in the historical 
boundaries described in the 
Constitution?

–Harmony Revard-Fuller,  
Collinsville

Shaw said the Nation has 
done a good job in providing 
direct services to Osages living 
outside the reservation, which 
is “admirable. Do I believe that 
we should? Yes Our Constitu-
tion says one member, one 
vote, then I think we need to 
do that, however I think that 
there are some services that 
are impossible to provide out-
side” of the boundaries.

Tillman referred to the Con-
stitution, which he called “our 
bible and that’s what we base 
our decisions off of,” and said 
he believes it states: “if you’re 
Osage, we serve all of you.”

Trumbly noted he has expe-
rience “in both realms” when it 
comes to living in the Nation 
and away. He previously at-
tended a Northern California 
Osage gathering and said: “I 
will tell you that most Osages 
living outside of Osage County 

have an attitude of what they 
really want is to be treated 
like Osages and not like sec-
ond-class citizens and I think 
that our Constitution has done 
a good job of moving us in  
that direction.”

Walker answered: “Yes I do, 
I’ve proven that with dozens 
of votes supporting the health 
benefit card, our scholarships, 
burial assistance … If I lived 
out of state or even outside of 
Osage County and I had an 
opportunity to benefit with 
several thousands of dollars to 
send my children to school … 
I would be very appreciative, 
the burial assistance is an out-
standing benefit, I hope we can 
continue to sustain those, we 
may not be able to for a year 
or two, but I hope that we can 
get back up to the levels that 
we are now.”

Whitehorn also said she 
supports direct services to 
Osages outside of the Nation, 
adding she took an oath of 

office “to uphold and defend 
this constitution and you are 
my constituency no matter 
where you live, my thought is 
always on that when I make  
my decisions.”

After the debate, Manthey 
thanked the candidates for 
their participation “and con-
tributions, let’s all take a mo-
ment to send out thanks and 
gratitude to our families and 
partners that allowed us all 
to spend this time together, 
thank you for your patience as 
we adapted to this technology 
and we appreciate your ded-
ication and your passion and 
your service to the Osage peo-
ple. It has been a true delight 
to learn more about your views 
and ideas and especially in the 
really challenging times ahead 
and we appreciate you and 
know the voters have hard de-
cisions to make.” 
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