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Osage Nation scheduled to 
reopen campus on May 11
Osage News

The Osage Nation 
will reopen to the public 
on Monday, May 11, at 
normal work hours, ac-
cording to an executive 
branch interoffice mem-
orandum. 

Emailed to Osage Na-
tion employees on April 
27 from Director of Op-
erations Casey Johnson, 
the memorandum di-
rects departments to im-
plement precautionary 
measures that continue 
the current social dis-
tancing guidelines, such 
as maintaining separa-
tion between individuals 
of six feet apart and lim-
iting the number of peo-
ple from the public into 
a department at a time. 

“Masks are not only 
authorized for wear but 
encouraged,” Johnson 
wrote. “Our elder and 
‘at risk’ employees … 
remain the most vulner-
able population and pro-
visions should be made 
for them to continue to 

work from home … or in 
a more isolated area if 
possible.” 

The Nation’s school, 
Daposka Ahnkodapi 
and Osage Nation Head 
Start will remain closed 
for the rest of the school 
year in line with Okla-
homa public schools, 
according to the memo. 
The Wahzhazhe Early 
Learning Academies, or 
WELA’s, will open on 

May 11 “but extra clean-
ing and sanitizing needs 
to occur throughout the 
day.” Any child attend-
ing the Nation’s WELAs 
will have their tempera-
ture taken before they 
enter the facility. Their 
temperatures will be 
monitored throughout 
the day, according to the 
memo. 

The annual summer 
camp, and all children’s 

outside activities and 
field trips have been 
canceled. Employees 
with children still in 
distance learning will 
be allowed to work from 
home until the last day 
of school for their child’s 
school district. 

“This opening date 
is subject to exten-
sion depending on the 
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The Osage Nation campus in Pawhuska on April 27, 2020. 
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Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center nurse Marie Rumsey admin-
isters a COVID-19 test on April 15 in Pawhuska during the 
WHC’s drive-thru testing.

Osage Nation employees 
to be tested for COVID-19 
before returning to work
Osage News

Osage Nation employees will be tested for 
COVID-19 before returning to work on May 11. 

According to an all-employee April 29 executive 
branch memorandum from Director of Operations 
Casey Johnson, as a “precautionary measure” all em-
ployees will be required to be tested at the Wah-Zha-
Zhi Health Center for the COVID-19 virus prior to 
returning to their worksite. 

The directive is for all Nation employees, whether 
they have a chart or not at the WHC. The directive 
does not include Osage Casino employees. 

Osage Casinos furloughs 
more than 75 percent of its 
workforce during pandemic
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

With all seven of its properties shuttered 
since mid-March due to COVID-19, Osage Casi-
nos has had to furlough more than 75 percent of  
its employees. 

On April 15, Osage Casinos Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Byron Bighorse con-
firmed via email that more than 900 
employees have been furloughed due to the  
extended closure. 

“Following the City of Tulsa’s guidelines, 
Osage Casinos has continued to suspend opera-
tions since March 18,” Bighorse wrote. “Due to 
the financial limitations of keeping all seven lo-
cations closed, we were forced to institute a fur-
lough of non-essential hourly employees. They 
continue to be employees of the casino and re-
ceive benefits; however, they are eligible to file 
for unemployment during this time. 

“The work we do through Osage Casinos 
brings critical funding and resources to the 
Osage Nation and we look forward to the day 
when we can resume operations. However, 
through this global health crisis, we know it is 
everyone’s responsibility to protect the safe-
ty of our employees and guests. This has been 
the hardest challenge of operating Osage Ca-
sinos and Hotels, and I am looking forward to 
the day that all my employees can come back  
to work.”

Among the departments classified as essential 
are security and surveillance. However, Bighorse 
confirmed that the furloughs are across every de-
partment and at all seven casinos. 

According to a study published April 7 by Meis-
ter Economic Consulting, the virus is responsible 
for displacing 296,000 tribal gaming employ-
ees nationwide, with the numbers continuing 
to shift as casinos continue to stay dark. As of 
April 15, all tribal casinos across Oklahoma re-
main closed in an effort to stem the spread of the  
novel coronavirus.

Mark Simms, chairman of the Osage Nation’s 
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Grayhorse and Pawhuska 
Inlonshka postpone their 
dances till further notice
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Drumkeepers 
of the Grayhorse and 
Pawhuska districts have 
postponed their annual 
Inlonshka dances for the 
safety and wellbeing of 
Osages everywhere. 

The dances bring 
Osages back to the res-
ervation each year from 
all over the world. The 
dance has great meaning 

for many Osages, wheth-
er its dressing in tradi-
tional clothing, listening 
to songs, or dancing with 
family and friends. It is 
a time for fellowship, a 
way to immerse in Osage 
history and a time to re-
member who we are. 

The global COVID-19 
pandemic is interrupt-
ing that fellowship this 
June, but it’s not the first 
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The families of Edward Gray Jr. and Henry and Samuel Gray 
walk with them to the Pawhuska Inlonshka for their first 
time to dance on June 27, 2019.

Cedar
Ceremony
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Sixth ON Congress honors outgoing 
Congressman Archie Mason
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Before adjourning the 2020 
Hun-Kah Session, the Sixth ON 
Congress honored Archie Mason, 
one of the longest serving mem-
bers, before he retires with his 
third term ending this summer.

Mason, a seasoned and retired 
Tulsa education professional, is 
stepping away from tribal office 
when the Seventh ON Congress 
members take their oaths on In-
auguration Day scheduled July 
11. In January, Mason announced 
that he would not be seeking 
re-election as the 2020 candidate 
filing period neared. 

“I am retiring from tribal pol-
itics. I have fourteen years of 
service to our Nation’s govern-
ment and feel I have completed 
my time,” Mason said. “It has 

been a good run for me with no 
regrets and I have finished the  
race. Amen.” 

First elected in 2006 when 
the reformed Osage government 
launched, Mason also won re-elec-
tion in 2012 and 2016 and has 
served in various capacities, in-
cluding Congressional Speaker 
twice and chairman of several Con-
gressional committees through his 
years of service.

Mason has been an educator for 
34 years. He’s taught in Tulsa Pub-
lic Schools and taught higher edu-
cation at Rogers State University. 
His accolades include recognition 
as Outstanding Indian Educator 
of the Year, Chaplin of the Day at 
the Oklahoma State Legislature in 
2014 and he has served on various 
boards and commissions through-
out the region. 

On April 27, the final legislative 
item for Congress to consider in the 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

After 14 years of service to the Osage 
people, Congressman Archie Mason 
announced his retirement from tribal 
politics. 
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Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center
reports first two cases of
COVID-19 in early April 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Editor’s Note: This article 
ran online on April 8, 2020

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center reports two pa-
tients have tested positive 
for the novel coronavirus 
COVID-19.

The tests came back Mon-
day, April 6, said Dr. Ron 
Shaw, WHC Chief Medical 
Officer. Both patients are 
from Osage County. The first 
patient is a male, 59 years 
old, and the second patient 
is a female, 64 years old. 

“We’ve had 25 total 
tests; 18 are negative, five 
are still pending, and two 
are positive,” Shaw said. 
“These, of course, were pa-
tients, not to be confused  
with employees.” 

Shaw said both patients 
were symptomatic and test-
ed for the flu first before a 
COVID-19 test was adminis-
tered. Both patients also re-
ceived chest X-rays and were 
told to stay home, self-quar-
antine, self-monitor and the 
WHC is following up with 
phone calls. “To our knowl-
edge, neither one went to the 
hospital,” he said. 

Self-quarantine is often 
confused with shelter-in-
place. To self-quarantine 
means the infected indi-
vidual stays in one room of 
the house and when they 
leave that room, they wear a 
mask. They do not go to the 
store, the pharmacy, or any-
where else, Shaw said. They 
are isolated. “Self-quaran-
tine is more stringent than 
shelter-in-place.” 

Currently, the WHC is 
only seeing urgencies. All 
patients are being screened 
for COVID-19 symptoms. 
All patients with COVID-19 
symptoms are being treated 
in a large triage tent locat-
ed in the front parking lot of 
the clinic. Patients who are 
in need of a chest X-ray are 
allowed to enter the clinic 
through the back entrance 
with medical personnel. 
After the X-ray is adminis-
tered, they are escorted back 
to the triage tent. 

Patients with symptoms 
are not waiting inside the 
clinic to be seen. Plastic 
sheeting is placed through-
out the clinic to cordon off 
hallways to protect employ-
ees from possible exposure. 

Shaw said all routine pa-
tients have been rescheduled 
six weeks out. The WHC is 
in the planning phase for a 
drive-thru testing area and 
Shaw hopes to have the lo-
gistics finalized by early 

next week. A big compo-
nent of drive-thru testing is 
having enough testing kits. 
They are following CDC 
guidelines and only testing 
symptomatic patients who 
test negative for the flu. “It’s 
a big change for any medical 
clinic,” he said. 

The clinic is open for den-
tal emergencies. The op-
tometry clinic is currently 
closed and won’t open un-
til May. Pharmacy is still 
available and is drive-thru 
only. The clinic hours have 
been reduced from 8 a.m.  
to 4:30 p.m. 

American Indians 
at greater risk?

According to , a 
disparity of the Coronavirus 
in Louisiana is that about 70 
percent of COVID-19 deaths 
have been in the African 
American community. The 
News asked Shaw whether 
Native Americans could see 
a similar disparity within 
the Osage community. 

“I will say the most com-
mon co-existing illness that 
develops serious illness is 
high blood pressure. The 
prevalence of hypertension is 
higher in the African Amer-
ican community. That’s the 
only association I can think 
of,” Shaw said. “We do be-
lieve with influenza that 
American Indians have a 
higher complication risk be-
cause diabetes is higher in  
our population.”

“I do know that American 
Indians have more of these 
comorbid diseases, such as 
diabetes, lung failure, kid-
ney failure, so that could in-
crease the risk for American 
Indians,” he said.

His advice to the commu-
nity is to stay home and if 
you need to leave your home, 
be protected.

“At this time, I think wear 
whatever mask you have. 
The cloth masks are good for 
most folks,” he said. 

When asked if he had 
any further comment, Shaw 
praised Osage traditional 
leaders.

“Our traditional leaders 
have made wise decisions 
and postponed cultural 
events, so our people aren’t 
put at risk. But there are 
other Native American 
tribes where it’s harder to 
cancel their cultural events,” 
he said. “I’m just glad to 
see our traditional leaders 
have made these wise deci-
sions. I know it’s hard to go 
without our cultural events, 
particularly during a time 
of year when we could use  
them most.”

ON Congress passes four bills to continue 
government operations amid pandemic
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the ongoing global pan-
demic COVID-19 threatening 
to shut down Osage govern-
ment operations and services, 
the Sixth Osage Nation Con-
gress approved four bills mak-
ing tribal money available, 
including $8.1 million from the 
Permanent Fund.

The unprecedented move in 
appropriating rainy day mon-
ey on April 16 from the Na-
tion’s $30 million Permanent 
Fund came after the Congress 
voted 10-2 to pass bill ONCA 
19-63 (sponsored by Congres-
sional Speaker Joe Tillman) 
amending the Permanent 
Fund law “to authorize utiliza-
tion of funds by appropriation 
for government operations and 
government services during a 
financial emergency.”

There is currently no tribal 
funding revenue coming from 
the temporarily closed seven 
Osage Casinos. Grant funding 
awarded to the Nation earli-
er in the year is restricted to 
specific department and pro-
gram uses. The ON Tax Com-
mission lacks sustaining tribal 
revenue. The 2020 Hun-Kah 
Session and committee meet-
ing discussions quickly turned 
toward the proposed appropri-
ation bills to keep the govern-
ment operating and to pay its 
employees.

After ONCA 19-63’s pas-
sage, the Congress approved 
three appropriation bills by 
majority votes including:

• ONCA 20-26 
(Congresswoman Brandy 
Lemon) makes $1.4 
million available from 
the Nation’s Retained 
Revenue Fund. Lemon 
filed the bill after 
Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear declared 
a public health state of 

emergency on March 19 
resulting in non-essential 
ON government employees 
to work from home. The 
bill’s co-sponsors are 
Congress members Alice 
Goodfox, Angela Pratt, RJ 
Walker, Maria Whitehorn, 
Eli Potts, Shannon 
Edwards and Second 
Speaker Paula Stabler. 
The bill passed with a 12-0 
vote on April 16.

• ONCA 20-34 (Tillman) 
authorizes and 
appropriates $8,166,000 
“from the Permanent 
Fund to the (ON Treasury) 
for (ON) government 
operations and 
government services.” Bill 
co-sponsors are Congress 
members Scott Bighorse, 
Lemon, Pratt and Stabler. 
The bill passed with a 10-2 
vote with “no” votes from 
Congress members Potts 
and Edwards on April 16.

• ONCA 20-27 (Lemon) 
authorizes and 
appropriated $802,203 
from the Nation’s Capital 
Assets Fund. The bill 
also references the public 
health state of emergency 
with its purpose stating: 
“To continue offering 
essential services to 
the Osage people, it 
was determined funds 
previously appropriated 
for the Legislative Branch 
(toward planning a new 
building for the respective 
branch) may be used to 
help fulfill the operations 
of the Osage government.” 
Bill co-sponsors are 
Goodfox, Pratt, Walker, 
Whitehorn, Edwards and 
Potts. The bill passed with 
a 12-0 vote during the 
April 17 session.

Tillman’s ONCA 19-63 bill 
seeking the Permanent Fund 
law amendment changes the 

requirement for accessing the 
rainy day money, which pre-
viously specified the money 
was only available for expen-
diture on direct assistance (by 
Congressional appropriation) 
for the Nation’s membership. 
Co-sponsors are Lemon, Pratt 
and Stabler. The Congress 
voted 10-2 with Potts and Ed-
wards voting “no.”

Edwards said she voted 
against ONCA 19-63 citing 
lack of definitions, including 
one for a “financial emergen-
cy,” which she didn’t believe 
was declared but would be 
supporting ONCA 20-26 and 
ONCA 20-27.

Potts said he supported bills 
ONCA 20-26 and ONCA 20-
27, which included language 
specificity that the money is 
made “available to fulfill the 
cash flow requirements of the 
Nation for previously appro-
priated and authorized (2020 
fiscal year) funds” to continue 
the current year operations.   

For ONCA 20-26, Lemon 
said the bill was a collabora-
tive effort with the Executive 
Branch, which presented the 
plan for using pockets of tribal 
money to continue operations 
“due to the situation that we’re 
currently in.”

ONCA 20-34 garnered 
the most debate and discus-
sion before its 10-2 passage, 
which Tillman described as 
a “simple bill but it’s a very  
powerful one.”

Potts referred to the recent-
ly passed federal Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, which 
he said includes “lengthy de-
tails and met specifically the 
needs of the United States 
people that were seeking re-
lief” and noted similar relief 
bills passed recently at the 
Oklahoma legislative level, as 

Health Care Warriors push forward 
during the global pandemic
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

For Chelsea Pease Engle, 
working as a resource nurse 
and health supervisor at Still-
water Medical Center has nev-
er been more important. 

As the novel coronavirus 
COVID-19 continues to spread 
within Oklahoma, she is see-
ing an influx of patients at  
the hospital.

“These patients are very, 
very sick. I will say that in my 
15 years of nursing, and I’m 
trying to think of a word that 
doesn’t cause havoc or panic, 
but this is the most serious vi-
rus I have ever seen,” she said. 
“How fast it spreads, how sick 
people get, I have a personal 
friend that is healthy, she’s my 
age, she got it and was down 
for over a week. It’s so bru-
tal and the ones that do come 
to the hospital and are sick, 
they’re sick and then all of a 
sudden, they’re really sick. It’s 
unreal how fast they go from 
pretty sick to critically sick. 
It’s quick.”

She’s worked at Stillwater 
Medical Center for 13 years 
and said the culture and en-
vironment of the hospital is 
more like family than a job. 
They have each other’s backs 
and are committed to seeing 
the pandemic through. She 
said the issues surround-
ing the pandemic, such as 
the isolation, financial hard-
ships and the people who re-
fuse to follow CDC guidelines 
and stay home, everyone’s in  
this together.

“My advice is to stop looking 
for ‘who’s’ and ‘why’s’ and ‘what 
if’s’ and really focus on staying 
home, social distancing, wash-
ing your hands, covering your 
cough, not touching your face,” 
she said. “Most importantly, be 
kind and empathetic to others.  
Everybody’s scared.”

Dr. Layton Lamsam, who 

is currently a resident physi-
cian in neurological surgery 
at Yale School of Medicine in 
New Haven, Connecticut, is 
experiencing being a health 
care provider along with his 
wife Sarah, who works in the 
Emergency Department as a 
registered nurse. 

“As neurosurgeons, my col-
leagues and I have adapted our 
practice to keep our patients 
safe and support those on the 
front lines of the COVID-19 
outbreak. We are running on 
a skeleton crew, as many of 
our supporting clinical staff 
are now working with other 
departments to assist in the 
care of COVID patients,” he 
said. “One of the unanticipat-
ed effects of the outbreak has 
been the emotional toll it has 
had on non-COVID patients 
and their families. The hos-
pital itself is on lockdown, so 
patients cannot see their loved 
ones in person except under  
special circumstances.”

He said precautions have 
extended far beyond limiting 
visitors. Non-essential staff 
are staying home, and admin-
istrative tasks are now entire-
ly digital. Doctors and nurses 
have their temperature taken 
before work, and they wear 
masks at all times. 

“We should stick to the CDC 
guidelines for staying safe, 
which are laid out on their web-
site,” he said. “This outbreak 
is an opportunity for us to live 
out our values, safeguarding 
our elders and our sick. It has 
been difficult for me to social-
ly distance from my family at 
home, but I have to put their 
health as top priority.” 

Cherie Lookout is the health 
administrator for Pawhus-
ka-based Osage Home Health. 
As a trained nurse, she and 
her staff provide a wide range 
of health services for patients 
after an illness or injury in 
their homes. Their service 
area covers Osage County. 

“Working as a health care 
worker during the pandemic 
invites so many different emo-
tions, it’s exhausting. Every 
day I wake up without a fever 
or symptoms, I thank God for 
giving me that day. I go to work 
and know that not only am I 
going out into danger, but I’m 
sending nurses into danger,” 
she said. “The only thing I can 
do is teach them how to protect 
themselves and try my very 
best to arm them with protec-
tive equipment that will soon 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center offered a Covid-19 Drive Thru testing in 
Pawhuska on April 15. Health Care workers are pushing forward during 
the global pandemic to treat patients. 
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ON Housing department issues 
three-month forgiveness plan 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Hous-
ing Department has issued a 
Rent and Mortgage Payment 
Forgiveness plan during the 
COVID-19 global pandemic. 

The plan will forgive 
rental payments for Senior 
Housing tenants and home-
ownership payments for 
those participating in the 
Homebuyer program for the 
next three months.

“Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and pursuant 
to Osage Nation Housing 
Department established 
policies and procedures, I 
Geoffrey M. Standing Bear, 
Principal Chief of the Osage 
Nation, hereby declare three 
(3) months of homebuyer 
payments and senior hous-
ing rent to be universally 
forgiven effective immedi-
ately,” said Standing Bear 
on April 6. 

According to the three-
page policy, a March 30 guid-
ance published by HUD’s 
Office of Native American 
Programs discussed the for-
giveness of the payments in 

light of the COVID-19 out-
break. The guidance spe-
cifically states permission  
for forgiveness:

“Tribes and TDHEs are 
encouraged to provide any 
rent relief and loss mitiga-
tion to any eligible families 
that cannot make rent or 
homebuyer payments at this 
time…Tribes and TDHEs 
have the ability to forgive 
rent payments in accor-
dance with their adopted 
policies…” according to the  
ON policy.

The housing department 
will mail information to 
all participants of the two 
programs detailing the for-
giveness and how it applies. 
The Nation’s accounting de-
partment will also cease all 
auto payment deductions 
from ON employees’ pay-
checks who participate in  
the programs. 

“Senior Housing is one 
of the greatest priorities 
for the Osage Nation,” said 
James Weigant, ON Hous-
ing Department director. 
“Care of our elders is a  
precious duty.”

Osage News

Sarah Hernandez (left) and Addie Roanhorse (right), are just two of the many Osage women putting their sew-
ing skills to use to help medical personnel during the global pandemic.

Osage seamstresses aid health
workers by putting their skills to use
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Instead of sewing ribbon-
work, Osage seamstresses are 
coming together to sew face 
masks for medical personnel.

With health care work-
ers across the country re-
porting a shortage of N95 
masks to treat patients with 
COVID-19, seamstresses are 
gathering their materials and  
getting busy.

Volunteers with the Osage 
Volunteer Community Re-
sponse Group have coordi-
nated online by posting mask 
tutorials, patterns and exam-
ples of various ways to sew a 
basic medical mask. 

Addie Roanhorse, Juli 
Cote, Sarah Hernandez, Ol-
ivia Gray, Amy Shackelford, 

Tammy Baldauff, Ruth Shaw, 
Sidonie Cannon, are just some 
of the Osage women sewing, 
organizing drop off locations 
and managing requests. 

“I am getting blown up by 
requests for masks, if you can 
sew and have a machine now 
is the time!” posted Roanhorse 
on the Facebook page. “Please 
share this! Osage county, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma needs help 
now. The requests are coming 
in from everywhere! I have 
materials, and a pattern.  
Please help!”

The Centers for Disease 
Control recommends medi-
cal personnel use a special 
N95 respirator mask. They’re 
named N95 because 95 percent 
of all airborne particles are fil-
tered out, if used correctly. 

The masks are meant for 
one-time use, with one patient. 

However, with the shortage 
of masks, medical personnel 
around the country are being 
asked to use the same mask 
the entire day – putting the 
health care worker at risk of 
infection.

With the Wahzhazhe Health 
Center anticipating a surge in 
COVID-19 cases, masks will be 
essential for frontline health 
personnel. The health center 
currently employs 65 individu-
als, six medical providers and 
12 nurses.  

Mask donations can be 
dropped off at the Big Rain 
Gallery in Pawhuska. There is 
also a Facebook group called 
Operation: Mask Assist that 
individuals can join to help. 

To donate masks to the 
Wahzhazhe Health Center, 
please contact Tamara Holden 
at (918) 287-9300.

Bacone College to administer 
emergency financial aid grants
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

Bacone College will be 
among the higher educa-
tion institutions nation-
wide receiving a combined 
$14 billion in federal funds 
as part of the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic  
Security Act. 

According to data released 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education on April 9, the 
Muskogee-based school will 
receive $509,457 in feder-
al relief money. Under the 
terms of the CARES Act, 
at least half of that mon-
ey must be awarded to stu-
dents as emergency financial  
aid grants. 

School allocations are 
set by a formula prescribed 
in the CARES Act that is 
weighted significantly by the 

number of full-time students 
who are eligible to receive 
Pell Grants but also takes 
into consideration the total 
population of the school and 
the number of students who 
were not enrolled full-time 
online before the coronavirus 
outbreak. The Department 
of Education is utilizing the 
most recent data available 
from the Integrated Postsec-
ondary Education Data Sys-
tem and Federal Student Aid 
for this calculation.

Bacone College and oth-
er recipient institutions will 
receive allocations and guid-
ance for the institutional 
share of the Higher Educa-
tion Emergency Relief Fund 
in the coming weeks. Institu-
tions will be able to use these 
funds to cover costs associat-
ed with significant changes 
to the delivery of instruction 
due to the coronavirus.

In mid-March, Bacone Col-
lege announced it was mov-
ing all instruction online for 
the rest of the spring 2020 
semester. As of April 10, its 
commencement ceremony is 
still on as scheduled for May 
2, but all other spring cam-
pus programming has been 
postponed.

The Osage Nation signed 
on as one of Bacone College’s 
charter co-sponsors in 2019. 
Other chartering tribes in-
clude the United Keetoowah 
Band of Cherokee Indians, 
the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Tribes and the Otoe-Mis-
souria Tribe. Since 2010, it 
has been the accreditation 
partner for Pawnee Nation 
College, one of Oklahoma’s 
two remaining tribal col-
leges. More than half of its 
student body self-identifies  
as Indigenous.

Osage Nation to receive $5.1M
in Coronavirus relief money
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation has been 
approved for $5.1 million in 
Coronavirus relief money.

The relief money is to come 
from the Paycheck Protection 
Program, part of the Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act. Accord-
ing to the PPP application, 
if the Nation uses the money 
solely for payroll and utility 
payments, the money acts as 
a guaranteed loan and will be 
forgiven for repayment. ON 
Treasurer Jim Littleton said 
the amount awarded is enough 
to pay ON employees for five 
pay periods. 

The Osage Nation current-
ly employs approximately 500 
employees and the average 
monthly payroll is a little over 
$2 million a month. 

“This is due to the great 

work of the Treasurer, Con-
troller, Attorney General, 
Chief of Staff, HR Director, 
and many others in the Exec-
utive Branch,” wrote Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear in an April 16 email to 
the ON Congress. “I have also 
been informed the process to 
access these funds will be in  
place soon.”

On April 17, Congressman 
Archie Mason introduced 
ONCR 20-16, a resolution 
in support of the application 
and approval of the funds. 
Congressman Scott BigHorse 
co-sponsored the bill.  The res-
olution was passed on April 27. 

Standing Bear said the 
funds will be used to pay the 
already Congress approved 
budgets for the Nation. He 
said the Treasurer and Attor-
ney General have been work-
ing with Arvest Bank to access 
the funding. The Nation has 
eight weeks to use the funds 

for the specified uses. He said 
any funds not spent within the 
eight-week period may be re-
turned or, if kept, there will be 
a 1 percent interest rate on a 
two-year loan. 

According to the PPP Rule, 
the money is for limited use 
and can only be used for legiti-
mate government functions.

“During the Public Health 
State of Emergency the Osage 
Nation Executive Branch has 
been working every day to se-
cure the best possible financial 
position for the Osage Na-
tion. This involves discussion 
with Osage gaming, planning 
our options, working with 
federal officials, and keeping 
abreast of the situation in 
Washington, D.C., and with 
other tribes nation-wide,” 
Standing Bear wrote. “One of 
the most important resourc-
es provided by the federal 
government is the Paycheck  
Protection Program.”

Osage leaders work to
move government
forward during pandemic
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Federal relief can’t come fast enough for Indian Country. 
Tribes will receive $8 billion from the federal Coronavirus 

Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act, or the CARES Act. 
President Donald Trump recently signed the bill into law. 

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear said it has been “all 
hands on deck” in terms of gathering the necessary informa-
tion and figures needed to secure the maximum amount for 
the Osage Nation. 

“We’ve been reaching out and having communications with 
federal agencies, including the USDA, Department of Interior, 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the CDC, the Department of Jus-
tice, and other federal agencies,” Standing Bear said. “I can 
tell you that there are daily phone conferences and we have 
mobilized our staff that is knowledgeable with grants and 
with budgets. That includes our grant department, strategic 
planning department, compliance department, our Treasurer, 
Controller, director of operations, and our chief of staff, and I 
have been on many phone conferences.”

“It’s like drinking water out of a fire hose.”
He said the funding from the CARES Act will be distributed 

to tribes in late April. He said that distribution date is timely. 
On April 1, the Osage Casinos made what could be their last 
full distribution to the Nation’s executive branch. This distri-
bution ensures the government continues to run without inter-
ruption through the month of April. 

Standing Bear said before the outbreak of COVID-19, he 
and his staff were scheduled to meet with Department of In-
terior officials in Washington D.C. to discuss land-into-trust 
applications for parcels in Pawhuska and Bartlesville. He said 
those discussions will continue next week via conference call.

“The casinos, what their status is with their employees may 
be different than what we’re going to do with our nation em-
ployees,” he said. “A lot of what we’re doing depends on Con-
gress approving the recommendations we’ve been making 
on use of funds such as the congressional building fund for 
$900,000, some of the retained revenue fund that’s left over 
from 2019 and accessing the permanent fund, which all re-
quires congressional action.”

Sponsored by Congresswoman Brandy Lemon, ONCA 
20-27, is an act to reassign by authorization and appropria-
tion $900,000 from the Capital Assets Fund to the executive 
branch. ONCA 20-26 (Lemon), is an act to authorize and ap-
propriate $1,406,000 from the Retained Revenue Fund for 
the Public Health State of Emergency. Congress passed both 
ONCA 20-27 and ONCA 20-26 during the Hun-Kah Session.

Due to Coronavirus fears, Congress adjourned their session 
for three days until April 8 but then met electronically for the 
duration of the session. 

HUD Funding
The Department of Housing and Urban Development an-

nounced $200 million in Indian Housing Block Grants to 
tribes and their housing entities to help in their response to 
COVID-19. 

The Osage Nation received $396,041. 
Indian Housing Block Grants primarily benefit low-income 

Native American families. The amount of each grant is based 
on a formula that considers local needs and housing units 
under management by the tribe, according to a HUD news 
release. Eligible activities for the funds include housing devel-
opment, operation and maintenance, modernization of existing 
housing, housing services to eligible families and individuals, 
housing management services, crime prevention and safety 
activities, and model activities that provide creative approach-
es to solving affordable housing problems in Indian Country.

Editor’s Note: This article was updated from an online ver-
sion that ran online on April 3, 2020
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Gov. Stitt unveils three-tiered plan to slowly 
reopen the state and resume operations
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Editor’s Note: This article ran online 
April 22.

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. — Citing a 
decline in the number of new cases and 
hospitalizations related to COVID-19, 
Gov. Kevin Stitt announced April 22 
that some of the state’s non-essential 
businesses will be able to reopen with-
in 48 hours.  

As part of a tiered opening approach, 
some non-essential businesses will be 
allowed to resume operations starting 
on April 24 on a by appointment basis 
only in communities where shelter in 
place orders are not in effect. Among 
the industries specifically referenced 
by Stitt in his announcement were hair 
and nail salons, spas and pet groomers. 

If opened, those businesses are re-
quired to maintain social distancing 
among customers and adhere to strict 
sanitation guidelines from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Residents are still encouraged to wear 
masks if possible when out in public 
and grocery stores are asked to contin-
ue offering separate shopping hours for 
elders and at-risk populations. 

Additionally, starting on April 24, 
surgeries for non-life threatening con-
ditions are allowed to resume in Okla-
homa.  

“I want to be clear: when it comes to 
re-opening our economy, protecting the 
health of Oklahomans remains my pri-
ority,” Stitt said. 

On May 1, restaurants, movie the-
aters, sports venues, gyms, tattoo 
parlors and places of worship across 
Oklahoma will be allowed to open but 
will be required to maintain sanitation 
and social distancing protocols. Howev-
er, bars and in-service nursery areas at 
houses of worship must remain closed. 

The state’s three largest cities, Okla-
homa City, Tulsa and Norman, all have 

shelter in place orders in place through 
April 30. Posted immediately after 
Gov. Stitt’s press conference, Oklaho-
ma City Mayor David Holt, a citizen 
of the Osage Nation, tweeted that his 
city’s shelter in place proclamation 
would not be lifted early.

“We dearly hope that public health 
data allows Oklahoma City to consider 
entering that new phase on May 1 that 
the governor has envisioned,” he post-
ed. “We will continue to monitor public 
health data and will provide updates 
on our local plans as we have them.” 

Tulsa’s mayor, G.T. Bynum, and 
Norman’s mayor, Breea Clark, also in-
dicated via social media that they have 
no plans to interrupt their respective 
communities’ shelter in place orders. 

If the state’s hospitalization and in-
cidence rates do not spike in the first 
two weeks of May, then additional en-
tities will be allowed to resume opera-
tions, including youth sports leagues 
and nursery areas in houses of worship. 
Employers will still be asked to honor 
accommodation requests from staffers 
who are considered at-risk for the virus, 
including elders over age 65 or those 
with underlying chronic health condi-
tions. 

The third and final phase, current-
ly targeted for June 1, calls for all 
employers to resume unrestricted  
staffing levels. 

If there is an increase in the caseload 
to the point that the state’s hospitals 
do not have enough personal protective 
equipment or testing equipment, then 
state officials will reassess re-opening 
plans.

The state does not have the author-
ity to re-open or shutter casinos. As of 
April 22, all of Oklahoma’s 130-plus 
tribal casinos are closed, including 
Osage Casinos’ seven properties. Gam-
ing Enterprise Board Chairman Mark 
Simms previously indicated that the 
board is eyeing reopening the casinos 
in May.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center offered COVID-19 drive-thru testing in Pawhuska on 
April 15. 

Osage Nation Health
Services conducts Drive- 
Thru COVID-19 testing
Osage News

Osage Nation Health Services con-
ducted Drive-Thru COVID-19 testing 
on Wednesdays during the month of 
April.

Patients of the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center and Osage Nation employees 
were invited to have a test adminis-
tered whether they were symptomatic 
or not for COVID-19. The tests were 
free, and patients were called within 
48 hours with their test results. 

According to literature given to pa-
tients taking advantage of the test-
ing, specimens were sent to a private 
lab for processing. Instructions for 
negative test results and positive test 
results were given to patients. 

For more information call the 
COVID-19 Hotline at (918) 287-
0028 or text the COVID-19 Tex-
tline at (918) 697-1365, Monday 
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to  
4:30 p.m.

WHC nurses Marie Rumsey (left) and Jamie Jones administer COVID-19 drive-thru tests 
on April 15 at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center. 

The Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center offered 
COVID-19 drive-thru 
testing in Pawhuska 
on April 15. 

New clinic manager 
hired for Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Health Authority 
Board has hired Kirk Shaw as clinic 
manager for the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center in Pawhuska.

Shaw (Osage) started working at the 
clinic in April and has worked for Indian 
Health Service in business administra-
tion-related posts, in addition to hold-
ing college degrees in business. Shaw 
joins the WHC after predecessor Dan-
iel Sherron resigned in January to take 
a similar health service position for the 
Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma, where he is a  
tribal member.

“Kirk Shaw has a Bachelor’s degree 
in business management and a Mas-
ter’s degree in business administration 
and has worked in purchased and re-
ferred care, contracting and procure-
ment over the last two years at the 
Indian Health Service,” said Dr. Ron 
Shaw, the CEO for the WHC/ Osage 
Nation Health Services. Dr. Shaw and 
Kirk Shaw are not related, but both 
come from the Grayhorse District. 

“(Shaw) was interviewed by the 
Osage Nation Health Authority Board 
who also approved his hire,” Dr.  
Shaw said.

Kirk Shaw joins the WHC staff in 
the middle of the COVID-19 coronavi-
rus pandemic, which has altered clinic 
operations with the staff taking on ex-
tra training and policies/ procedures to 
handle COVID-19 testing and to treat 
patients who may be ill with the conta-
gious virus.

Shaw attended his first HAB meeting 
on April 23 with the board and health 
officials meeting by teleconference 
where he delivered a progress report on 
his first weeks at the clinic. Shaw said 
he is learning about self-governance 
issues regarding the clinic as part of 
his orientation with the drive-thru 
COVID-19 clinics also starting in April. 
In addition, the clinic holds staff meet-
ings on COVID-19 updates, which Shaw  
also attends.

“Day-to-day because of COVID, it 
changes every day for me, and I under-
stand that’s how it’s going to be for my 
job, but I feel like right now even more 
so, there’s something else that pops up 
every single day,” Shaw told the board. 

“Next month, I’ll be full-go as far as a 
clinic manager report goes.”

According to his LinkedIn page, 
Shaw’s professional experience in-
cludes work as a contract specialist 
and PRC technician for the Oklaho-
ma City Area IHS office. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in business admin-
istration and management from Okla-
homa State University and also holds 
a master’s of business administration 
degree from Southeastern Oklahoma  
State University.  

“Mr. Shaw is the future in man-
agement for the Wahzhazhe Health 
Center. He impressed the board with 
his experience and potential and was 
raised in a traditional manner and 
knows our ways. I look forward to 
working with him,” Dr. Shaw said.

Former interim clinic manager Lau-
ra Sawney continues to work in a WHC 
administrative role as Chief Opera-
tions Compliance Officer.

The WHC in Pawhuska can be 
reached at (918) 287-9300. For more in-
formation about the WHC, visit: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
wah-zha-zhi-health-center.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Kirk Shaw of the Grayhorse District has been 
hired as the new clinic manager for the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center. a
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be depleted. I also have a responsi-
bility to protect my patients the best 
I can. During this pandemic, I lower 
the risk by minimizing my patient’s 
visits without causing harm know-
ing that this might kill our small  
agency financially.”

She said her routine has changed 
after she comes home from work. 
Shoes off outside, clothes off and she 
puts them straight into the washer. 
She goes straight to the shower. Her 
children have learned they cannot 
come near her until she has had a 
shower. She said even after her rou-
tine she is still afraid to hug them. 

“I pray throughout the day for so 
many. I pray at night. I try to stay 
calm. I drive home from work and 

see kids mingling or families taking 
their children inside a small store,” 
she said. “I want to tell them they are 
making this fight so much more diffi-
cult. I quit going in my parent’s home 
a few weeks ago.

“I want so very bad to sit with 
them again, but it is just not worth 
the risk. We have to come togeth-
er and do what we need to and that 
means people staying home. We have 
to care for our elders safely. We have 
to pray for each other and pray for a 
vaccine. I can’t even watch the news 
anymore. I am a nurse in this pan-
demic, and I am afraid.”

If you are an Osage health care 
worker and would like to appear in 
our Health Care Warriors segment 
in the May edition of the Osage 
News, please send us your photo and 
a small 100-word bio to osagenews@
osagenation-nsn.gov by April 27.

BIlls 
–from Page 3
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well as the $31 million FY 2020 budget 
for the Nation’s departments and ser-
vices during the 2019 Tzi-Zho Session. 
Potts said those respective budget bills 
specify details on amounts of money 
budgeted for expenditures and he had 
no answers on where the $8.1 million 
would be spent and would vote “no.”

Stabler acknowledged previous Con-
gressional efforts in 2013 to establish 
the Permanent Fund, including Stand-
ing Bear, who was on Congress and 
sponsored the establishing law (ONCA 
12-85) at the time. “If it wasn’t for 
that, think of the state of this Nation 
would be in today. This appropriation 
today is a necessary appropriation, 
it’s in order to get us stabilized for the 
next few months and then we have to 
decide where we’re going from there,”  
Stabler said.

Edwards agreed with parts of Sta-
bler’s comments stating the Nation 
needs to do better at saving money on a 
regular basis “for a rainy day … I have 
no doubt the Nation needs this money 
to continue with its operation, but op-
erations and services are not just the 
government itself, they are the services 
and direct assistance that we provide 
to the people. There’s no provision in 
this bill that guarantees any direct as-
sistance already promised to the Osage 
people will be paid out, in fact, this 
money could be used for new initiatives 
to the detriment of those already ex-
isting commitments,” she said, adding 
she is voting “no” for the bill.   

Whitehorn, who ultimately voted 
“yes” for the bill, said she saw pros 
and cons to the bill, noting written 
law should state “how the government 
should function and how our people 
understand how our government and 
laws work for them” and she too is con-
cerned and believes the bill does not 
contain “clearer instructions” on how 
the $8.1 million “of the people’s money” 
will be spent.

Pratt voted “yes” noting “we’re the 
Osage Nation” and not the U.S. Gov-
ernment or Oklahoma state legislature. 
“We want to take care of our people and 
when we talk about that, there’s a lot 
of things that go along with that, but 
gratefully I am glad I had the oppor-
tunity to grow up here – the last home 
of our people – and see them, and vis-
it with them, and mourn with them, 
watch our family members go into the 
ground and be there and comfort them 
when that happens. That’s who we are 
as a people and we take food over and 
we sit up with them during wakes. We 
are there to visit and just comfort and 
grab a plate for an elder when we’re at 
a cultural event … and put them first 
and all those things that come with be-
ing Osage and part of our culture and 
celebrating with one another and I be-
lieve we have a Chief and tribal lead-
ers who want to take care of our people 
here and continue to help them along 
because of what they do for us because 
our elders continue to guide us … Be-
cause our Osage elders provide us wis-
dom and knowledge in how we’re going 
to carry on because if that isn’t carried 
on, who are we down the line?”

In her debate time, Pratt also said if 
it was possible, she would ask for more 
money to go toward Osage Casino em-
ployees who are furloughed due to the 
closures with no revenue coming in.

Lemon said recently “someone 
reached out and gave me their hand 
and comforted me in a way that I could 
never repay that, and this piece of leg-
islation does that for our employees, we 
give them a sigh of relief and can lift 
some of that fear … If everyone squab-
bles over a few words, that’s your right 
and you own your vote, but fear can 
cause us to do and say and act in many 
ways that we don’t realize sometimes. 
I am in support of this … We all get to 
have our own opinion, but now is not 
the time to squabble over words. When-
ever we need to take action, our people 
need action, not words.”

Congressman John Maker said he 
supports ONCA 20-34 noting “when 
you’re in a pandemic global emergency, 
you have to rely on your leadership and 
I put my trust in the Principal Chief of 
the Osage Nation to do the right thing 
with this fund just like when he intro-
duced the bill to create the permanent 
fund and we made it with a lot of strong 
restrictions so it couldn’t be used un-
necessarily … We have to think of our 
people,” he said.

Walker said the bill enables the gov-
ernment to continue services and em-
ployees to be paid and “now isn’t the 
time to play partisan politics or what-
ever it may be called. Even though 
we’re all Osages, it seems like there’s 
always some sort of divide. Time to put 
that aside, let’s vote as one and send a 
powerful clear message to our people.”

In closing debate, Tillman said he 
received an email from Standing Bear 
thanking him for sponsoring ONCA 
20-34 “and that meant a lot to me be-
cause our Chief right now is making 
some very challenging decisions and 
so I would also like to thank his staff, 
people he trusts and surrounds himself 
with, to navigate through these diffi-
cult times because I know they support 
it as well. This (bill) came about when 
we were in a meeting with our gam-
ing (board and management) folks and 
their inability to make the (monthly) 
distribution from them to us and we all 
realize that would be critical devasta-
tion for the government operations and 
government services.”

Tillman thanked the other Congress 
members who gave initial consider-
ation to the bill in the governmental 
operations committee, as well as Con-
gressional legal counsel Loyed “Trey” 
Gill who all reviewed the bill and ap-
proved of its written form before the 
final vote. 

“This was difficult legislation, but a 
necessary piece of legislation that is go-
ing to go to the government operations 
and government services … We’ve also 
put additional duties on our Treasurer 
Mr. (Jim) Littleton as set out in ONCA 
19-63 – ‘The Treasurer shall submit to 
the Principal Chief and the Osage Na-
tion Congress a report, with the indi-
vidual expenditures listed, each month 
that expenditures are disbursed out of 
the Permanent Fund.’” … And I pray to 
God every night that he will spare the 
Osage Nation and we have the lead-
ership in place and I fully believe the 
Osage Nation will come out of this and 
prosper even further.”

Congressional Clerk Shana Robe-
deaux conducted the roll call vote on 
ONCA 20-34, resulting in the 10-2 vote 
and the bill was sent to the Executive 
Branch. Later that same day, Stand-
ing Bear signed the three passed bills  
into law.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the 
editor, please mail it to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to 

sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must 
be respectful and informative to the read-
er, and may be edited for grammar, clarity  
and space.
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Phone conference begins Hun-Kah 
Session; Edwards wants committee 
members investigated 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

It was a relatively normal 
beginning day for the Osage 
Congressional Hun-Kah Ses-
sion. Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear made his 
opening address, Speaker Joe 
Tillman made his legislative 
address, the members of Con-
gress read in their proposed 
legislative bills. 

What wasn’t so normal was 
that 10 of the 12 members 
of Congress called in due to 
COVID-19 concerns as well 
as Chief Standing Bear and 
Assistant Principal Chief Ray-
mond Red Corn. The meeting 
was broadcast live on Mix-
lr, with technical difficulties 
preventing the general public 
from listening in real-time. 
However, the recording of the 
session has since been posted 
to the Congress’ website. 

The congressional chambers 
were closed to the public with 
only three people inside, Till-
man, Second Speaker Paula 
Stabler and Clerk of the Con-
gress Shana Robedeaux. As 
the first day of session wound 
down, that’s when history  
was made. 

Speaker Tillman announced 
the time for Motions and No-
tices. Congresswoman Angela 
Pratt motioned to form a Se-

lect Committee of Inquiry to 
investigate allegations made 
against Congresswoman Shan-
non Edwards that she violat-
ed the Constitution when she 
swore an oath to another tribal 
nation to serve as an appel-
late judge. Congressman Scott 
Bighorse seconded the motion. 
The formation of the com-
mittee is the first step in the 
possible removal of Edwards  
from office. 

The Congress voted unan-
imously in favor of forming 
the committee, with the first 
“yes” vote coming from Ed-
wards herself. Tillman said 
he would contact legislative 
counsel Loyed “Trey” Gill to  
move forward.

Then, Edwards made three 

separate motions to form se-
lect committees of inquiry on 
Pratt, Stabler and Congress-
woman Brandy Lemon. She 
made numerous allegations 
against each congresswom-
an for violating the Constitu-
tion and Congressional Rules. 
All three women serve on the 
Rules and Ethics Committee, 
the same committee that rec-
ommended a select committee 
of inquiry be formed to investi-
gate Edwards on Feb. 27. 

Edwards provided dates of 
alleged incidents but did not go 
into detail of each allegation. 
The majority of the allegations 
took place in 2019. She made 
the most allegations against 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

For the first time, the Osage Nation Congress held a legislative session 
electronically due to the COVID-19 global pandemic.

Select Committee of Inquiry
named to investigate Edwards
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

A Select Committee of Inqui-
ry has been named to investi-
gate allegations made against 
Congresswoman Shannon Ed-
wards. This begins the formal 
process of investigating wheth-
er a Removal Trial is warrant-
ed for the congresswoman. 

The five members of Con-
gress named to the committee 
of inquiry are Speaker Joe Till-
man, Congresswoman Alice 
Goodfox, Congressman Archie 
Mason, Second Speaker Pau-
la Stabler and Congressman  
R.J. Walker. 

According to Congressio-
nal Rule 12.1(1)(e), the Chief 
Justice of the Osage Nation 
Supreme Court appoints an 
Associate Justice to name  
the committee. 

“Please be advised that I 

have chosen Associate Jus-
tice Elizabeth Lohah Homer 
to appoint the members of 
the Select Committee,” wrote 
Chief Justice Meredith Drent 
in an April 1 correspondence 
to Speaker Tillman. “Justice 
Lohah Homer has taken the 
issue under advisement and 
will inform you of her appoint-
ments to the Select Committee 
under separate cover. Thank 
you for your service to the  
Osage Nation.”

According to an April 3 let-
ter from Associate Justice Lo-
hah Homer to the Sixth Osage 
Nation Congress, she commu-
nicated her selection and said 
under Congressional Rule 
12.1(1)(f) she was prohibited 
from selecting Congresswom-
an Angela Pratt because Pratt 
was the Congress member who 
made the motion to form the 
committee against Edwards. 

“Please be advised that be-
cause I am assigned the duty 
of selecting the members of the 
Select Committee of Inquiry, 
Rule 12.1(4)(c) prohibits me 
from presiding over a remov-
al trial should one be held,”  
she wrote. 

The Select Committee of 
Inquiry has scheduled its 
first meeting for April 9, to 
be held from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
via electronic means, accord-
ing to the meeting notice. 
The committee only has one 
item listed for business: Ex-
ecutive Session – Confidential  
Personnel Matters.

The allegations made 
against Edwards include the 
following:

• She accepted the office 
appointment of appellate 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

From left, Congresswomen Paula Stabler, Angela Pratt and Brandy 
Lemon make up the Congressional Rules and Ethics committee.

Motions to investigate 
Congresswomen Pratt, 
Lemon and Stabler fail
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Editor’s Note: This article ran online on April 1, 2020 
It may have been April Fool’s Day, but there were no pranks 

being played on Day 3 of the Hun-Kah Session. 
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards made three motions to 

form Select Committees of Inquiry to investigate allegations 
she made against Congresswomen Angela Pratt, Paula Sta-
bler and Brandy Lemon. All three motions failed.

Pratt, Stabler and Lemon also make up the Congressional 
Rules and Ethics Committee. That committee recommended 
on Feb. 27 that Edwards be investigated for allegedly violat-
ing the Constitution when she swore an oath to another tribal 
nation to serve as an appellate judge. Pratt’s motion to form 
a Select Committee of Inquiry to investigate Edwards passed 
unanimously on March 30.

Select Committee of Inquiry
According to Congressional Rule 12.1, under Removal, af-

ter the majority of Congress votes to form a Select Commit-
tee of Inquiry the Speaker shall notify the Judicial branch  
in writing. 

A Justice of the Supreme Court will appoint five members 
of Congress to serve on the committee. According to the rule, 
the appointments will be made within 10 days of the passage 
of the motion. A committee could be formed by April 9. Pratt 
will be ineligible to serve on the committee since she made the 
motion for the investigation of Edwards. 

All proceedings of the Select Committee of Inquiry 
will be held in executive session and all proceedings con- 
sidered confidential. 

Once the committee is formed, they will conduct an investi-
gation limited only to the allegations made against Edwards. 
The committee can only meet during a Congressional session. 
The committee can gather evidence, interview witnesses and 
subpoena documentation. Edwards can also be present with 
her legal counsel.

After the investigation is finished the committee will then 
submit their findings and recommendations to the whole body 
of Congress. The Congress will then determine whether there 
is sufficient grounds to consider a removal trial for Edwards, 
which will take 8 affirmative votes. 

If the Congress votes for a removal trial, the removal trial 
will be public.

Response
The Osage News reached out to the four Congresswomen 

for their response to the day’s events. 
Pratt said she did not have a comment at this time but 

would make a statement at a later date. 
Lemon: “Thank you for reaching out and keeping our peo-

ple abreast of ongoing business. I have no comment at this 
time; however, I intend to respond to the matter with a state-
ment at a later undecided date.”

Stabler: “I will only respond to the motion made toward me. 
I hate that with all that is going on in this world, we are going 
through this right now. We should be working together, and 
I appreciate the support from my colleagues for seeing the 
motion against me for what it was.”

Edwards: “That three Congresswomen would hatch a se-
cret plan during election season and use their positions to act 
unlawfully and publicly malign other members running for 
re-election is unprecedented. In my opinion, there was no rea-
son for any member to vote against any of the motions. 

“It is unfortunate the Rules and Ethics Committee mem-
bers have rejected an investigation of allegations against all 

Joe Tillman Alice Goodfox Archie Mason Paula Stabler R.J. Walker
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COVID-19 virus behavior. Prepara-
tions to come back need to be made 
regardless of the return date,” John-
son wrote. “Any employee that does 
not feel comfortable returning to work 
may use PTO after coordinating with 
their director.” 

Dr. Ron Shaw, CEO and Chief 
Medical Officer for the Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center said there have been 
no new COVID-19 cases at the WHC 
since April 6 when they reported two 
positive cases. They have conducted 
80 drive-thru COVID-19 tests since 

that time, and they have all come 
back negative.

“Recall that these were largely pa-
tients with no symptoms – the health 
department is testing only those with 
symptoms,” Shaw said. “We invited 
both types of patients though. We 
have tested symptomatic patients 
since mid-March but only two of those 
were positive thus far.”

As of April 27, the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health report-
ed three active cases in Pawhuska 
of COVID-19, and both Hominy and 
Fairfax reported zero active cases. 

Employees also travel from Bartles-
ville, Tulsa, Skiatook, Ponca City, and 
Owasso to work at the ON campus in 

Pawhuska. The OKSDH reported that 
Bartlesville has 86 active cases, Tulsa 
has 61 active cases, Skiatook has sev-
en active cases, Ponca City has three 
active cases and Owasso has one  
active case. 

The Osage Nation Gaming Enter-
prise Board has not released a re-
opening date for the Nation’s seven  
gaming properties.

Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt slowly 
began reopening the state on Friday, 
April 24.  

The Osage News office will re-
main closed to the public until June 
1, as approved by the Osage News  
Editorial Board. 

OpenIng 
–from Page 1

testIng 
–from Page 1

The tests will be administered al-
phabetically and will take three 
days. The Nation employs approx-
imately 500 employees who work 
at sites in Pawhuska, Hominy  
and Skiatook. 

As of April 29, the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health reported 7 ac-
tive cases in Skiatook of COVID-19, 
four active cases in Pawhuska and 
Hominy had zero cases. Johnson said 
the May 11 date of reopening could 
change, depending on the behavior of  
the virus.

Johnson wrote in an April 27 memo-
randum to employees that the Nation’s 

school, Daposka Ahnkodapi and the 
Osage Nation Head Start will remain 
closed for the summer. The Nation’s 
Wahzhazhe Early Learning Academies, 
or WELA’s, will open on May 11 “but 
extra cleaning and sanitizing needs to 
occur throughout the day.” Any child 
attending the Nation’s WELAs will 
have their temperature taken before 
they enter the facility. Their tempera-
tures will be monitored throughout the 
day, according to the memo.

Summer camps and other children’s 
outside activities have been canceled 
for the summer, this includes the Osage 
Nation Foundation’s popular summer 
camps. Employees with children still 
in distance learning will be allowed to 
work from home until the last day of 
the school year for their child’s district. 

Employees also travel from Bartles-
ville, Tulsa, Ponca City, Owasso and 
Fairfax to work at the Osage Nation 
work sites. The OKSDH reported on 
April 29 that Bartlesville has 85 active 
cases, Tulsa has 62 active cases, Ponca 
City has two active cases, Owasso has 
five active cases and Fairfax does not 
have an active case. 

The Osage Nation Gaming Enter-
prise Board has not released a re-
opening date for the Nation’s seven  
gaming properties.

Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt slowly 
began reopening the state on Friday, 
April 24.  

The Osage News office will re-
main closed to the public until June 
1, as approved by the Osage News  
Editorial Board. 

Osage Congress 
to meet for
special session
starting May 13
Benny Polacca

Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation Con-

gress will convene for its Sixth 

Special Session starting May 13 to 

allow the Select Committee of In-

quiry proceedings to continue its 

investigation matters.

With the COVID-19 pandem-

ic and spreading concerns still in 

mind, the Congress voted on April 

27 – the final day of the 2020 Hun-

Kah Session – to waive parts of its 

Congressional rules to allow the 

special session and SCOI meetings 

to convene by electronic means. 

The entire 24-day regular session 

took place through video confer-

encing set up by Congressional 

Office staff with the session and 

committee meetings audio-record-

ed and livestreamed for the public 

listeners. 

The five-Congressional member 

SCOI is investigating allegations 

against Congresswoman Shannon 

Edwards regarding her 2019 ap-

pellate judge post for the Yavapai-

Apache Nation in Arizona and the 

committee can only meet during a 

regular or special session. Per Con-

gressional rules, the SCOI “shall 

conduct a comprehensive limited 

investigation to the allegations 

listed in the motion for removal 

(and) shall have the power to gath-

er evidence, interview witnesses, 

take testimony under oath and 

subpoena documents as prescribed 

by Osage law and these Rules of 

Congress.”  

An April 25 special session proc-

lamation lists “Select Committee of 

Inquiry Proceedings” as purpose/ 

justification for the special session. 

According to the Osage Constitu-

tion, special sessions may be called 

at the written request of two-thirds 

of the Congress members and may 

last up to 10 days. 

With all Congress members 

working from their respective re-

mote locations, 11 Congress mem-

bers, except Edwards, submitted 

electronic signatures for the writ-

ten April 25 special session procla-

mation.  

Selected by ON Supreme Court 

Associate Justice Elizabeth Lohah 

Homer in April, SCOI members 

Alice Goodfox, Archie Mason, RJ 

Walker, Second Speaker Paula Sta-

bler and Speaker Joe Tillman will 

continue their investigation meet-

ings, which will be held in executive 

session. Per Osage law, Congres-

sional sessions and meetings may 

meet for executive sessions to dis-

cuss sensitive information includ-

ing personnel matters, which are at 

issue in this occurrence.

Shortly before the Hun-Kah Ses-

sion adjourned, Goodfox, who is the 

SCOI chairwoman, made a motion 

to “waive and suspend” parts of the 

Congressional rules of procedure 

for the special session “to allow 

the body, including committees, to 

meet by electronic means presided 

over by the Speaker while in the 

Congressional (office).” The motion 

passed with a 12-0 vote.

For more information regard-

ing ON Congressional regular or 

special sessions, filed legislation 

and Congressional committee 

meetings, visit the Legislative 

Branch website at www.osagena-

tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/legisla-

tive-branch

Select Committee of Inquiry bars colleagues 
from attending executive sessions
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

A new precedent has been set as the 
Select Committee of Inquiry begins 
their investigation into allegations 
made against Congresswoman Shan-
non Edwards. 

The SCOI voted unanimously on 
April 24 to bar Edwards, her legal 
counsel and the rest of the Sixth Osage 
Nation Congress members from at-
tending their deliberations in executive 
session. Congresswoman Paula Stabler 
put forth the motion.

“So, the motion was developed over 
going off the path of removal. Now, 
the past removal course, it was not 
a member of Congress, so that was a 
tricky part to consider. So, I put this 
motion forward because the delibera-
tions are so close to us and I thought it 
was following what you all did before,” 
Stabler said. “So, I am willing to hear 
from the committee. If we need to mod-
ify it so that members can attend and 
not speak, that’s one thing, but I think 
the main concern was just that the 
closeness of members to Shannon [Ed-
wards]. I mean, not just a select few, 
all of us. Being in that same body with 
someone who’s facing this.”

The move by the SCOI didn’t come 
without protest. Congresswoman Ma-
ria Whitehorn and Congressman Eli 
Potts repeatedly asked the SCOI to re-
consider, to re-examine the Congressio-
nal Rules. At times, Potts became loud 
and he and the SCOI chair, Congress-
woman Alice Goodfox, spoke over each 

other as she tried to regain order of  
the meeting. 

Whitehorn and Potts sit on the Con-
gressional Appropriations, Congressio-
nal Affairs and Education committees 
together, along with Edwards. The 
three members of Congress are known 
to vote in a block, both in committee 
and on the floor of the Congress. On 
April 27, during the last day of the 
Hun-Kah Session, Edwards, Potts 
and Whitehorn voted together, almost 
always in opposition with the rest of  
the Congress. 

Whitehorn, who served on the SCOI 
for the investigation of former Princi-
pal Chief John Red Eagle in 2014, said 
the 2014 SCOI made only one rule.

“They [Congress members] were al-
lowed to be there, they could choose to 
be there, the rule that we made was 
that they weren’t allowed to join in dis-
cussion unless they were asked to join 
the discussion,” Whitehorn said. “And 
I think that’s the only rule that select 
committee passed.”

Potts said he would challenge the 
committee if they voted to barr other 
members of Congress from their exec-
utive session deliberations. Goodfox  
said “Okay.” 

“Madam chair, if I may explain, 
members of Congress should not be 
excluded from deliberations of the 
hearing. I’m not saying we should 
be able to talk ...” he said before  
Goodfox interrupted. 

“The members of Congress in the 
last committee of inquiry were never 
allowed in deliberations to also delib-

erate with the committee,” she said. 
“They were allowed to sit in, they were 
allowed to be included in discussion of 
the committee of inquiry, which was 
established by the judicial branch of 
the Osage Nation, but they were nev-
er allowed to sit in and deliberate with 
the committee.” 

Congressman Joe Tillman asked the 
opinion of the committee’s legal coun-
sel, William Grimm of Tulsa-based 
Barrow & Grimm. 

Congressional rule 5.14 says execu-
tive session “is only the members, and 
I would read that as only the members 
of the [SCOI] committee and invited 
persons. If the committee wants to in-
vite all the members of Congress, then 
that’s within their discretion,” he said. 
“The situation I have is I’ve been hired 
by the committee and that’s the attor-
ney-client privilege I have. If you open 
it up to third parties, there may not be 
a privilege associated with that. That’s 
the only concern I would have.”

Goodfox called for the vote and the 
vote was unanimous in favor of bar-
ring Edwards, her legal counsel and 
the rest of the 6th Osage Nation Con-
gress from the committee’s executive  
session deliberations.

The five members of Congress who 
make up the SCOI investigating Ed-
wards are Goodfox (chair), Stabler, RJ 
Walker, Joe Tillman and Archie Mason. 
Both Goodfox and Mason served on the 
2014 SCOI that investigated Red Eagle 
who was ultimately removed. Goodfox 
also served as chair for that SCOI com-
mittee and Mason served as vice chair.

Sentencing hearing delayed due to 
COVID-19 pandemic for Jeremy Reese
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. — The continued 
COVID-19 pandemic has forced fed-
eral officials to delay the sentencing 
hearing in connection with the death of 
Pawhuska pumper Rick Holt. 

On April 29, Judge John Dowdell 
with the Northern District of Oklaho-
ma issued a minute order, postponing 
the sentencing hearing for Jeremy Re-
ece originally scheduled for 10 a.m. on 
May 6. 

The delay is thanks to a general or-
der first issued in March by the North-
ern District of Oklahoma’s judges, 
implementing blanket continuances for 
all criminal trials and hearings to min-
imize the risk of spreading the corona-
virus. On April 28, the general order 
was extended through May 31. 

Reece entered a guilty plea on Feb. 
6 in connection with Holt’s murder on 

September 2015. According to court 
documents, Reece admitted to Judge 
Dowdell that he took the Pawhuska 
pumper from his house, shot him three 
times on restricted Osage land, dug 
a shallow grave for the body and set 
Holt’s corpse on fire. 

Along with his brother Tyler, Jere-
my Reece has been in custody for more 
than four years in connection with 

Holt’s death, whose body was found 
on restricted Indian land northwest 
of Hominy with bullet wounds to the 
neck, shoulders and head. 

The Reece brothers are citizens 
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and 
Holt’s body was found on Osage land, 
thus opening the door for proceedings 
in federal or tribal court under the Ma-
jor Crimes Act.

The murder case was originally filed 
in state court. However, in 2017 af-
ter a ruling at the district court level 
that the state did not have jurisdiction 
to prosecute the case, the Oklahoma 
Court of Criminal Appeals issued a rul-
ing staying the case until jurisdictional 
issues were resolved.

As of May 4, the hearing has not yet 
been rescheduled. Jeremy Reece re-
mains in custody of the U.S. Marshal 
Service. 

Tyler Reece is still in state custody 
and is scheduled to appear in Osage 
County District Court on June 19. 

Osage News

Jeremy Reece entered a guilty plea on Feb. 
6 in connection with Rick Holt’s murder on 
September 2015. Pictured is Holt, who was a 
well-known community member and friend 
to the Osage.
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Congressional resolutions thank healthcare workers, first responders, ON entities 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During the 2020 Hun-Kah 
Session, the Sixth Osage Na-
tion Congress passed several 
resolutions expressing appre-
ciation to ON government en-
tities and health care workers 
who worked as the COVID-19 
coronavirus pandemic grew.

As the number of positive 
COVID-19 cases grew in Okla-
homa, as well as across the 
globe, local and federal gov-
ernments issued orders that 
shuttered non-essential busi-
nesses and sent many workers 
home and those in other fields 
deemed essential continued 
working in the pandemic to 
provide needed services, re-
sources and especially health-
care to the public.

Those resolutions unani-
mously passed by Congress 
and later signed by Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
are:

• ONCR 20-09 (sponsored 
by Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards) is a 
resolution “to support and 
express appreciation for 
all of the first responders 
of the Osage Nation for 

their dedication, courage 
and service in helping our 
communities in the face of 
the COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic.”

• ONCR 20-10 (Edwards) 
is a resolution “to support 
and express appreciation 
for the employees of 
the Wah-Zha-ZHi 
Health Center for their 
dedication, courage and 
service in helping our 
communities in the face of 
the COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic.”

• ONCR 20-11 (Edwards) 
is a resolution “to support 
and express appreciation 
for all Legislative Branch 
employees for their 
dedication, courage and 
service in helping our 
communities in the face of 
the COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic.”

• ONCR 20-13 
(Congresswoman Alice 
Goodfox) is a resolution 
“to support and express 
appreciation for all 
Judicial Branch employees 
for their dedication, 
courage and service in 
helping our communities 
in the face of the 

COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic.”

• ONCR 20-14 (Goodfox) 
is a resolution to support 
and express appreciation 
for all Executive Branch 
employees for their 
dedication, courage and 
service in helping our 
communities in the face of 
the COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic.”

In addition, the Congress 
also unanimously passed reso-
lution ONCR 20-16 (Congress-
man Archie Mason) “to express 
support of the Executive 
Branch application and ap-
proval of grant funds through 
the U.S. Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) recently autho-
rized by the U.S. Congress; to 
recognize the Executive staff 
for their accomplishment in 
obtaining the approval for our 
Nation; and to commit to tak-
ing any further action neces-
sary to complete the transfer 
of federal funds to the Nation.”

According to ONCR 20-16, 
the ON “Executive staff, in-
cluding the Treasurer, Con-
troller, Chief of Staff, Attorney 
General, Human Resources 
Director and many others 
contributed to the timely and 

successful application under 
the (PPP). The receipt of these 
funds comes at a very critical 
time when the Nation is fac-
ing tough decisions about staff 
employment, but this loan that 
will convert to a grant will al-
low the Nation to continue to 
pay its payroll for an addition-
al five pay periods … And will 
also help the Nation retain 
more of its own revenues that 
the Osage Nation Congress 
has made available to support 
the Nation.”

Edwards said she offered 
the resolutions, especially 
for ONCR 20-09, because the 
first responders, healthcare 
workers “need to know that 
we support them” considering 
the resolution states “First re-
sponders are often the first to 
make contact with potentially 
ill citizens … These First Re-
sponders are risking their own 
lives to help the people of the 
Osage Nation and others as 
they serve our communities 
in the weeks and potentially 
months ahead.”

For ONCR 20-11, the Con-
gressional Office staff had the 
unprecedented task of moving 
the entire Hun-Kah Session 
into video and teleconference 
mode in addition to regular 

duties including processing 
legislation, support documen-
tation and handling clerk 
duties for the Congressional 
committee meetings scheduled 
throughout the 24-day session. 
Edwards said “it’s not business 
as usual” with some of the staff 
working from home and set-
ting up office space there to 
run the operations.

Congressional Speaker Joe 
Tillman also expressed grati-
tude to the Congressional Of-
fice staff, noting “it has been a 
challenge” and thanked clerks 
Shana Robedeaux and Dana 
Murrell, who sometimes work 
long hours before he arrives or 
leaves the office on workdays.

Goodfox thanked the Ju-
dicial and Executive Branch 
employees who readjusted 
workdays after the ON gov-
ernment offices closed to the 
public following the Public 
Health State of Emergency de-
clared by Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear in March. 
Non-essential employees were 
sent home while essential em-
ployees continued to work be-
hind locked office doors. “We 
appreciate all that you do for 
the Osage people and we thank 
you very much,” Goodfox said.

Congress confirms board appointees 
during 2020 Hun-Kah Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the Sixth Osage Na-
tion Congress meeting for its 
2020 Hun-Kah Session elec-
tronically for the first time, 
legislative business contin-
ued as usual including con-
sideration and confirmation 
of individuals to serve on var-
ious boards.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear appointed 
the individuals to vacant 
seats on the ON boards and 
those appointments are 
then subject to Congressio-
nal confirmation to serve 
three-year terms. The Con-
gress voted to confirm the  
following individuals:

• Veterans Memorial 
Commission: Retired 
ON Trial Court Chief 
Judge Marvin Stepson 
received a unanimous 
12-0 confirmation vote to 
serve on the five-member 
Veterans Memorial 
Commission. 

• Election Board: 
Shannon Lockett 
and Terry Hazen are 
reappointments to the 
three-member Election 
Board. Both were 
confirmed unanimously.

• Home Health Board: 
Debbie Cheshewalla 
and Carla Brown are 
reappointments for the 
three-member Home 
Health Board. Both were 
confirmed with a 12-0 
vote.

• Gaming Enterprise 
Board: Former ON 
Congressman Mark 
Simms is unanimously 
reconfirmed to serve on 
the five-member gaming 
board.

• Foundation Board: 
Monte Boulanger is 
unanimously reconfirmed 
to serve on the five-
member foundation 
board.

• Utility Authority 
Board: Mike Wellner, 
Gary Burd and 
Paul Bemore are 
reappointments to the 
five-member board. 
All three received 
unanimous votes.

• Health Authority 
Board: Nancy Keil 
is a reappointment to 
the five-member board 
and her confirmation 
passed with 10 “yes” 
votes, one “no” vote 
from Congresswoman 

Brandy Lemon and 
one abstention from 
Congressional Speaker 
Joe Tillman who is Keil’s 
nephew. 

Michael Bristow is a board 
reappointment and was con-
firmed with 10 “yes” votes, 
one “no” from Lemon and one 
abstention from Congress-
woman Shannon Edwards.

Cindra Shangreau is a 
first-time appointment, who 
received 11 “yes” votes and 
one “no” from Lemon.

• Osage Nation 
Environmental 
Services (ONES) 
LLC Board: Former 
Congressman Eddy 
Red Eagle Jr. and 
Anthony Webb are 
reappointments to the 
five-member board. 
Both received 10 “yes” 
confirmation votes 
and two abstentions 
from Edwards and 
Congressman Eli Potts.   

For more information on 
the Legislative Branch, filed 
legislative bills/resolutions 
and committee meetings, 
visit: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/
legislative-branch.

Congress passes various bills, resolutions in 2020 Hun-Kah Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The 2020 Hun-Kah Session 
took place by electronic means 
for the first time with the 
Sixth Osage Nation Congress 
members meeting remotely for 
session and committee meet-
ings where they passed several 
legislative items.

Bills and resolutions passed 
by Congress include:

• ONCR 20-07 (sponsored 
by Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn is a resolution 
to “establish the consent 
of the (Congress) to the 
alienation of property 
and for the property to 
be conveyed to Osage 
Innovative Solutions 
LLC in compliant with 
the (USDA Community 
Connect Grant) Award” 
for the Grayhorse village 
broadband project.

• ONCA 20-13 (Con-
gressional Speaker Joe 
Tillman) is an amendment 
to ONCA 14-39 “to revise 
the compensation of 
the Chief Trial Judge 
and Associate Judges of 
the Osage Nation Trial 
Court in accordance with 

Article VII” of the Osage 
Constitution.

According to a fiscal analysis 
of the bill, the legislation in-
creases the Chief Trial Judge’s 
compensation by a minimum of 
$10,800 per year, as well as the 
maximum compensation for re-
search/ writing by $14,000 and 
annual expense allowance by 
$500 per year. The Associate 
Judges would receive an ad-
ditional $500 for their annual  
expense allowance.

Congress members Shan-
non Edwards, Maria White-
horn and Eli Potts expressed 
concerns with approving the 
pay increases with the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic which 
prompted the seven Osage 
Casinos to temporarily close 
thereby impacting revenue 
for government services. Con-
gresswomen Brandy Lemon 
and Paula Stabler said they 
would support the increase 
noting the salary increase is 
time-sensitive and if it does 
not pass, changes in judicial 
compensation would not occur 
for two years. Both also noted 
the courts are closed due to 
the pandemic, so there would 
be no immediate impact to the 
Judicial Branch budgets.

Tillman said he spoke 
with the Judicial Branch and 
agreed “this is not an appro-
priation” and the courts would 
not be seeking an appropria-
tion increase this fiscal year. 
“Going forward after Oct. 1, 
they are going to submit a bud-
get we will approve that could 
be significantly less” and if the 
courts reopen by July, there 
will be unspent funds (due to 
the closure) to pay the judg-
es, Tillman said. ONCA 20-13 
passed with an 8-4 vote with 
Edwards, Potts, Whitehorn 
and John Maker voting “no.”    

• ONCA 20-19 (Second 
Speaker Paula Stabler) 
is a bill amending ONCA 
19-90 to make an earlier 
appropriated $700,000 
to the Pawhuska Village 
Committee instead of the 
Capital Asset Fund and to 
expand the appropriation’s 
purpose. The bill shifts the 
money to the committee 
“to pay for architectural 
and engineering services” 
for a new Wakon Iron 
Community Building and 
“any remaining funds will 
be used for construction 
and furnishing news 
construction on the 

Pawhuska Indian Village 
properties.”  

During an April 15 Congres-
sional Cultural Committee, 
Stabler said the new commu-
nity building project is on hold 
due to the COVID-19 finan-
cial situation and asked the 
committee to pass it onto the 
Congress so future money will 
be available for continuing the 
planning work. The bill passed 
unanimously.

• ONCR 20-04 (Congress-
woman Alice Goodfox) is 
a resolution “to support 
legislation in the Oklahoma 
House of Representatives 
to specifically add 
wearing tribal regalia 
by tribal students as 
an activity covered 
under the Oklahoma 
Religious Freedom Act.” 
The resolution passed 
unanimously.

• ONCA 20-24 (Goodfox) 
is cited as the “Merit 
Employment Act” to 
“establish a merit-based 
system of employment 
and its foundational 
components.” Goodfox 
sponsored the bill at the 
Executive Branch’s request 
and met several times 
with Human Resources 
Director Tiffanie Tracy, 
Congressional legal 
counsel and the Attorney 
General’s Office to work 
on the bill to improve 
the Nation’s merit-based 
employment system. The 
bill passed unanimously.  

• ONCA 20-25 (Goodfox) is a 
bill “to establish reasonable 
employee pay adjustments 
for merited employees of 
the Osage Nation.” The bill 
passed 11-1 with Edwards 
voting “no.

• ONCA 20-28 (Lemon) is 
a bill “to establish the 
formal standards used to 
promote the health and 
general welfare of the 
Osage people, culture, 
economy and natural 
resources through food and 
agricultural production.” 
The bill is cited as “The 
Osage Nation Food and 
Agriculture Act” 

The bill – aimed at estab-
lishing food sovereignty for 
the Nation – adds a section to 
Osage law regarding food and 
agriculture including commu-
nity gardening, food safety 
and healthy food procurement. 
Congresswomen Edwards and 
Maria Whitehorn expressed 
concern with the new regula-
tions and definitions and ques-
tioned whether the Nation’s 
government entities are ready 
for the changes. The bill passed 
with a 9-3 vote with “no” votes 
from Edwards, Whitehorn and 
Potts.

• ONCA 20-40 (Congressman 
RJ Walker) amends Osage 
budget law, which includes 
changing its title from 
“Budget Control Act” to 
the “Budget Process Act,” 
eliminating the Revenue 
Advisory Commission, 
removing budgetary 
outlays and the restriction 
on appropriations over 
98% of projected revenue 
and to move the budget 
submission deadline 
by one month later to  
Aug. 15.  

Whitehorn said the outgo-
ing budget control act has only 
been used once and the amend-
ed bill takes out measures to 
plan future budgets. Edwards 
said the bill “is a big step back-
wards” for budgeting and the 
Congress will have less time to 
get budgets ready for the Tzi-
Zho Session when the annual 
budgets are considered for ac-
tion. Potts said ONCA 20-40 
did not receive initial consider-
ation in a committee meeting 
and the bill section removals 
sections that help report what 
funding is available for bud-
geting and he would be against 
the bill.

Walker said the statements 
were “overstatements and 
exaggerations,” and said the 
Revenue Advisory Commis-
sion has been burdensome 
and cumbersome and “we need 
to focus on the here and now, 
we’re in a global pandemic 
and we are experiencing reve-
nue failure, revenue shortfall, 
whatever you want to call it, 
we’re scrambling, we’re look-
ing in our piggy banks to pay 
the bills.” The budget deadline 
amendment is an additional 30 
days and is reasonable for the 
Executive Branch to submit its 
budgets to the Congress con-
sidering the Nation’s financial 
situation and uncertainty on 
when the Osage Casinos would 
reopen and what the revenue 
situation would look like. The 
bill passed 9-3 with “no” votes 
from Edwards, Whitehorn  
and Potts.

• ONCR 20-06 (Whitehorn) 
is a resolution to 
designate Osage Nation 
Environmental Solutions 
(ONES) as a subsidiary 
limited liability company of 
Osage LLC. The resolution 
passed 7-5 with “no” votes 
from Congress members 
Scott Bighorse, John 
Maker, Archie Mason, 
Tillman and Walker.

For more information on 
the Legislative Branch, filed 
legislative bills/resolutions 
and committee meetings, visit: 
http://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/who-we-are/leg is la -
tive-branch
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Pratt, who is the chair of the Rules and 
Ethics Committee.

Congress did not vote on Edwards’ 
motions because Robedeaux said she 
had not had time to review the motions 
and thus they were not ready for a vote 
“till a later time.”

The session was adjourned until 10 
a.m., March 31. 

The Osage News made an open re-
cords requests on March 30 for all 
documentation surrounding the three 
motions made by Edwards.

Four motions to form Select  
Committees of Inquiry

The first motion to form a Select 
Committee of Inquiry on March 30 
was made by Pratt and was seconded 
by Bighorse. The motion passed unan-
imously. 

First motion
“I Angela Pratt, a member of the 

Sixth Osage Nation Congress, hereby 
move to form a Select Committee of 
Inquiry in accordance with the rules 
of the Osage Nation Congress to in-
vestigate allegations made against 
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards 
an elected official of the Osage Nation 
Congress for actions that may warrant 
removal for cause and such allegations 
are set forth herein. Congresswoman 
Edwards while sitting on the Osage 
Nation Congress as an elected official 
accepted the appointed office of appel-
late judge in the Yavapai-Apache Na-
tion and took an oath of office violating 
Article VI, Section 5, of the Osage Na-
tion Constitution for Disqualification. 
Approximate date of the alleged dis-
qualification Aug. 6, 2019, for an un-

known period of time. The foregoing 
allegation if true constitutes grounds 
for removal from office for undermin-
ing the integrity of the office and disre-
specting regards for her constitutional 
duty and her office.”

Second motion
The second, third and fourth motions 

on March 30 to form Select Committees 
of Inquiry were made by Edwards. The 
three motions that will go before the 
Congress for a vote, presumably on 
March 31.

“I, Shannon L. Edwards, member of 
the Sixth Osage Congress, move the 
Congress to form a Select Committee of 
Inquiry under Congressional Rule 12, 
to review the list of allegations below 
against Congresswoman Angela Pratt, 
an elected official of the Osage Nation 
Congress. That if true would constitute 
grounds for removal. 1) As an officer of 
the Osage Nation Congress, Congress-
woman Pratt has intentionally failed 
to carry out her duty and responsibil-
ity under Congressional rule 7.41 C, 
to place ethics violations allegations 
against her by the Skiatook Johnson 
O’Malley Parent Committee on a Con-
gressional select committee of juris-
diction agenda. 2) As an officer of the 
Osage Nation Congress, Congress-
woman Angela Pratt has intentionally 
misused her office to publicly advocate 
for and solicit a committee recommen-
dation that Violates Article XII of the 
Osage Constitution. 3) Congresswom-
an Angela Pratt has repeatedly en-
gaged in conduct that violates Article 
X, Section 3 of the Osage Constitution, 
Osage Nation Ethics Laws, and Con-
gressional Rule 4.5. These allegations 
if true, constitute grounds for removal 
from office for cause for malfeasance in 
office, undermining the integrity of the 

office, willful neglect of office, disregard 
of constitutional duties and oath of of-
fice, arrogation of power, and abuse of 
the government process. The approxi-
mate dates of the alleged conduct are 
Jan. 1-30, 2019; March 29-April 23, 
2019; Sept. 9-30, 2019; and February 
18-27, 2020.” 

Third motion
“I, Shannon L. Edwards, member of 

the Sixth Osage Congress, move the 
Congress to form a Select Committee of 
Inquiry under Congressional Rule 12, 
to review the list of allegations below 
it on Congresswoman Brandy Lemon, 
an elected official of the Osage Nation 
Congress. That if true would constitute 
grounds for removal. 1) Congresswom-
an Brandy Lemon has misused trib-
al resources in violation of Article X, 
Section 6 of the Osage Nation Consti-
tution. 2) As an officer of the Osage Na-
tion Congress, Congresswoman Brandy 
Lemon has publicly advocated for and 
moved a Congressional Select Com-
mittee to recommend a Congressional 
action that violates Article XII of the 
Osage Constitution. 3) Congresswom-
an Brandy Lemon has conspired to do 
something harmful to the members of 
the Osage Nation Congress in violation 
of Article X, Section 3 of the Osage Con-
stitution, Osage Nation ethics laws and 
Congressional rule 4.5 by making false 
statements in a public meeting, includ-
ing but not limited to falsely stating 
that Congresswoman Edwards pur-
ported violation of the Osage Nation 
Constitution is criminal in nature and 
suggesting that Congresswoman Ed-
wards should be deprived of her proper-
ties without due process of law.” These 
allegations if true constitute grounds 
for removal from office for cause for 
malfeasance in office, undermining the 

integrity of the office, willful neglect 
of the office, disregard of constitution-
al duties and oath of office, arrogation 
of power and abuse of the government 
process. The approximate dates of the 
alleged conduct are Nov. 1, 2019-Jan. 
30, 2020; Feb. 18-27, 2020.”

Fourth motion 
“I, Shannon L. Edwards, member of 

the Sixth Osage Congress, move the 
Congress to form a Select Committee of 
Inquiry under Congressional Rule 12, 
to review the list of allegations below 
against Congresswoman Paula Stabler, 
an elected official of the Osage Nation 
Congress. That if true would constitute 
grounds for removal. 1) Congresswom-
an Paula Stabler has misused tribal re-
sources in violation of Article X, Section 
6, of the Osage Nation Constitution. 2) 
As an official of the Osage Nation Con-
gress, Congresswoman Paula Stabler 
has intentionally failed to carry out her 
duty and responsibility under Congres-
sional rule 2 to place allegations of un-
lawful, hostile work environment on the 
Osage Congressional select committee 
of jurisdiction agenda. 3) As an officer 
of the Osage Nation Congress, Con-
gresswoman Paula Stabler has inten-
tionally misused her office to publicly 
advocate for a committee recommen-
dation that violates Article XII of the 
Osage Constitution. These allegations 
if true constitute grounds for removal 
from office, for cause, for malfeasance 
in office, undermining the integrity of 
the office, willful neglect of the office, 
disregard of constitutional duties and 
oath of office, arrogation of powers and 
abuse of the government process. The 
days of the alleged conduct are Nov. 
19, 2019; Dec. 13, 2019; Jan. 1, 2019 
to date; March 29-April 23, 2019; Sept. 
9-30, 2019; Feb. 18-27, 2020.”

Congress members equally. Instead 
they voted to try to keep their actions 
secret. In time the truth will come out, 
and they will be given the due process 
protections they denied me.” 

 
Failed motions

Below are the three motions Ed-
wards made against Pratt, Stabler 
and Lemon. Edwards added language 
to all three motions that was not in-
cluded on March 30. She alleged Pratt 
repeatedly engaged in racial discrimi-
nation against members of Congress 
and Congressional staff. She alleged 
that Stabler allowed charges on the 
Congressional credit card that she 
shouldn’t have, and she alleged Lem-
on purchased goods and services in the 
Congress’ name and did not reimburse 
the Nation for the purchases.

First motion:
“I, Shannon Edwards, member of the 

Sixth Osage Nation Congress, move the 
Congress to form a Select Committee of 
Inquiry under Congressional Rule 12, 
via the list of allegations below against 
Congresswoman Angela Pratt, an elect-
ed official of the Osage Congress that if 
true would constitute grounds for remov-
al. 1) As an officer of the Osage Nation 
Congress has intentionally failed to car-
ry out her duty and responsibility under 
Congressional rule 7.14 C, to place eth-
ics violations allegations against her by 
the Skiatook Johnson O’Malley Parent 
Committee on a Congressional select 
committee of jurisdiction agenda. 2) As 
an officer of the Osage Nation Congress, 
Congresswoman Angela Pratt has in-
tentionally misused her office to public-
ly advocate for and solicit a committee 
recommendation that Violates Article 
XII of the Osage Constitution and the 
inalienable rights of all Osage citizens 
that may be subject to removal trial. 
3) Congresswoman Angela Pratt has 
repeatedly engaged in racial discrim-
ination under her apparent authority 
against Osage officials and congressio-
nal staff that violates Article X, Section 
3 of the Osage Nation Constitution, 
Osage Nation Ethics Laws, and Con-
gressional Rule 4.5. These allegations 
if true, constitute grounds for removal 
from office for cause for malfeasance in 
office, undermining the integrity of the 
office, willful neglect of office, disregard 
of constitutional duties and oath of of-
fice, arrogation of power, and abuse of 
the government process. The approx-
imate dates of the alleged conduct are 
Jan. 1-30, 2019; March 29-April 23, 
2019; Sept. 9-30, 2019; and February 
18-27, 2020.”  

The motion was seconded by Con-
gressman Archie Mason. 

Voting Yes: Mason, Potts, White-
horn, Edwards

Voting No: Goodfox, Lemon, Maker, 
Pratt (voted in Osage by saying “HunK-
ah Zhi^” prompting Tillman to ask if 

that was yes or no), Stabler, Walker, 
Bighorse, Tillman

Motion Fails.

Second Motion:
“I, Shannon L. Edwards, member of 

the Sixth Osage Congress, move the 
Congress to form a Select Committee of 
Inquiry under Congressional Rule 12, 
to review the list of allegations below 
against Congresswoman Paula Stabler, 
an elected official of the Osage Nation 
Congress. That if true would constitute 
grounds for removal. 1) Congresswom-
an Paula Stabler has misused tribal 
resources in violation of Article X, Sec-
tion 6, of the Osage Nation Constitu-
tion by causing disallowed charges to 
be made and paid for on behalf of Con-
gress in blatant contravention of Con-
gressional policy established to prevent 
such wrongdoing. 2) As an officer of 
the Osage Nation Congress, Congress-
woman Paula Stabler has intentionally 
failed to carry out her duty and respon-
sibility under Congressional rule 2 to 
place allegations of an unlawful, hostile 
work environment on the select com-
mittee of jurisdiction agenda. 3) As an 
officer of the Osage Nation Congress, 
Congresswoman Paula Stabler has in-
tentionally used her office to publicly 
advocate for a committee recommen-
dation that violates Article XII of the 
Osage Constitution and the inalienable 
rights of all citizens and be subject to a 
removal trial. These allegations if true 
constitute grounds for removal from 
office, for cause, for malfeasance in of-
fice, undermining the integrity of the 
office, willful neglect of office, disregard 
of constitutional duties and oath of of-
fice, arrogation of powers and abuse of 
the government process. The days of the 
alleged conduct are August-September 
2019; Nov. 19, 2019; Dec. 13, 2019; Jan. 
1, 2019 to date; March 29-April 23, 2019; 
Sept. 9-30, 2019; Feb. 18-27, 2020.”

The motion was seconded by Con-
gressman Archie Mason. 

Voting Yes: Mason, Potts, Whitehorn, 
Edwards

Voting No: Goodfox, Lemon, Mak-
er, Pratt, Stabler, Walker, Bighorse,  
Tillman

Motion Fails.

Third Motion:
“I, Shannon Edwards, member of 

the Sixth Osage Congress, move the 
Congress to form a Select Committee 
of Inquiry under Constitutional [sic] 
Rule 12, to review the list of allega-
tions below against Congresswoman 
Brandy Lemon, an elected official of 
the Osage Nation Congress that if true 
would constitute grounds for removal. 
1) Congresswoman Brandy Lemon has 
misused tribal resources in violation of 
Article X, Section 6 of the Osage Na-
tion Constitution by causing the Osage 
Nation Congress to purchase goods and 
services in her name then neither us-
ing those goods and services nor reim-
bursing the Osage Nation for them. 2) 
As an officer of the Osage Nation Con-
gress, Congresswoman Brandy Lemon 

has publicly advocated for and moved 
a Congressional Select Committee to 
recommend Congressional action that 
violates Article XII of the Osage Con-
stitution and the inalienable rights of 
all Osage citizens who may be subject 
to a removal trial. 3) Congresswom-
an Brandy Lemon has conspired to do 
something harmful to members of the 
Osage Congress in violation of Article 
X, Section 3 of the Osage Constitution, 
Osage Nation ethics laws and Congres-
sional rule 4.5 by making false state-
ments in a public meeting, including 
but not limited to falsely stating that 
Congresswoman Edwards purported 
violation of the Osage Nation Constitu-
tion is criminal in nature and asserting 
that Congresswoman Edwards should 
be deprived of her property without 

due process of law.” These allegations 
if true constitute grounds for removal 
from office for cause for malfeasance in 
office, undermining the integrity of the 
office, willful neglect of the office, disre-
gard of constitutional duties and oath 
of office, arrogation of power and abuse 
of the government process. The approx-
imate dates of the alleged conduct are 
Sept. 25, 2019; Nov. 3, 2019-Jan. 30, 
2020; Feb. 18-27, 2020.”

The motion was seconded by Con-
gressman Archie Mason. 

Voting Yes: Mason, Potts, White-
horn, Edwards

Voting No: Goodfox, Maker, Pratt, 
Stabler, Walker, Bighorse, Tillman

Abstain: Lemon
Motion Fails.

Gov. Stitt uses COVID-19 as a bargaining 
chip with tribal gaming compacts
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

OKLAHOMA CITY — With ca-
sinos temporarily shuttered across 
Oklahoma due to COVID-19, at-
torneys for Gov. Kevin Stitt ap-
parently attempted to reach a 
compact deal with some of the state’s  
gaming tribes.

According to a letter dated March 
24 and sent to several of Oklahoma’s 
gaming tribes, attorneys for Gov. 
Stitt cite the novel coronavirus pan-
demic as a reason to sign a new 15-
year compact with the state. 

“Enterprises throughout Oklaho-
ma are suffering from the COVID-19 
pandemic, including your gaming 
facilities,” attorney Steve Mullins 
wrote. “Tribal gaming provides the 
resources necessary for you to deliv-
er critical care and services to your 
citizens. When that revenue is chal-
lenged by something as unforeseen 
as a pandemic, your ability to pro-
vide for the health and welfare of 
your people is challenged.

“By committing to resolve our dif-
ferences with this new compact, you 
provide certainty to your tribal gam-
ing enterprise, allowing for a swifter 
recovery when the commercial in-
terruption caused by the pandemic  
is over.”

As of March 31, all of Oklahoma’s 
tribal casinos are closed to help stem 
the spread of COVID-19.

The proposal attached with Mull-
ins’ letter calls for a fixed rate of 5 
or 6 percent on Class III table and 
electronic games. The proposal also 
allows one sports betting license per 
tribe, pending approval by the Okla-
homa legislature. 

Additionally, the proposed com-
pact also includes “state oversight as-
sessment fees” ranging from $25,000 
to $250,000, depending on how much 

gaming revenue a tribe brings in an-
nually and language that explicitly 
states that the compact, if adopted, 
would expire on Dec. 31, 2035. If a 
new agreement is not in place by that 
time, then the state would not be re-
quired to provide tribal exclusivity 
for Class III gaming. 

The letter comes as mediation 
continues in a federal lawsuit be-
tween Gov. Stitt and a dozen tribes 
over the status of the state’s model  
gaming compact. 

Due to COVID-19, Judge Timothy 
DeGuisti issued an order in mid-
March extending mediation between 
Gov. Kevin Stitt and a dozen Okla-
homa gaming tribes through May 31. 
He originally set a deadline of March 
31, with a status conference later 
scheduled for April 4. A court order 
bars participating tribes and the gov-
ernor’s office from publicly comment-
ing on the status of those talks. 

In a statement issued March 27, 
Oklahoma Indian Gaming Associ-
ation Chairman Matthew Morgan 
noted that the letter’s confirmed re-
cipients were not part of the litiga-
tion and expressed disappointment 
in the state’s attempt to use the pan-
demic as a bargaining chip. 

“We are disappointed in the action 
taken by Governor Stitt through one 
of his attorneys to take advantage 
of tribes as they focus on protecting 
their tribal citizens and non-tribal 
citizens during this pandemic.  

“Since July we have made it clear 
that we are open to renegotiating 
rates as outlined in Part 11 of the 
compacts. Any party may request 
to renegotiate rates and exclusivity. 
Governor Stitt, however, has stead-
fastly rejected that framework, dis-
missed the tribal position, insisting 
on tossing overboard an intergovern-
mental agreement that has worked 
well for all Oklahomans.”
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LEFT: Eddy Red Eagle Jr. blesses the triage tent outside the Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center with cedar smoke on April 15.

BELOW: Dr. Ronald Shaw CEO and Chief Medical Officer of the Wah-Zha-
Zhi Health Center gifts Eddy Red Eagle for doing a Cedar Ceremony at the 
WHC in Pawhuska, April 15.

Cedar Ceremony Blessing
All photos by CODY HAMMER / Osage News

ABOVE: Eddy Red Eagle Jr. blesses the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center and 
staff during a Cedar Ceremony in Pawhuska on April 15.

RIGHT: Eddy Red Eagle Jr. sprinkles cedar into a hot cast-iron pot to bless 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center and staff during a Cedar Ceremony in 
Pawhuska on April 15.

LEFT: A Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center employee takes part in a Cedar Cere-
mony in Pawhuska on April 15.

ABOVE: Dr. Ron Shaw, Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center Chief Medical Officer, 
participates in a Cedar Ceremony he asked cultural and spiritual leader 
Eddy Red Eagle Jr. to perform for the WHC staff on April 15.

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center employee Daniel Thornton carries cedar throughout the health 
center with cultural and spiritual leader Eddy Red Eagle Jr. blessing the clinic along the way 
on April 15.

Eddy Red Eagle Jr. places cedar into a black cast iron pot as the smoke from the cedar rises to 
bless Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center employees during the global pandemic of the novel coro-
navirus COVID-19 on April 15.
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Early voting scheduled May 29-30 
for 2020 General Election 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osages will have two early 
voting days on May 29-30 to 
vote in the 2020 General Elec-
tion at the Wahzhazhe Elec-
tions Office in Pawhuska.

The Wahzhazhe Elections 
Office is at 608 Kihekah where 
election staff and board mem-
bers will be available to assist 
voters on both days. Early vot-
ing hours are:

• Friday May 29: noon to  
7 p.m.

• Saturday May 30: 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

General Election voting is 
Monday June 1 at the Osage 
Nation Civic Center located at 
1449 W. Main St. in Pawhus-
ka. Voting will be open from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. 

According to an ON elec-
tion notice, an Osage qualified 
to vote is “any enrolled mem-
ber… that is 18 years of age 
or older on Election Day who 
has been issued an (ON) Mem-
bership Card on or after Oct. 
9, 2002, which bears the name 
of a Principal Chief of the  
Osage Nation.”

Voters will also be asked to 
present government-issued 
photo identification at the poll. 
Examples include driver’s li-
censes, passports, military ID 
or tribal ID cards.  

In the 2020 election, there 
are six ON Congressional seats 
open with four-year terms. Fif-
teen candidates are seeking of-
fice and their names will be on 
the ballot along with two ballot 
questions. Voters can select up 
to six individuals on their bal-

lots and can vote “yes” or “no” 
for the ballot questions.

In one question, voters 
will consider a constitutional 
amendment question of wheth-
er the Nation’s elected and re-
tained officials serving in all 
three government branches 
should be limited to five full 
consecutive terms in office.

A separate question for 
voters asks whether the Con-
stitution shall be amended to 
require candidates for Princi-
pal Chief and Assistant Prin-
cipal Chief to run for office on 
a combined ticket. If the ques-
tion passes, it will take effect 
starting with the 2022 election 
when those Executive Branch 
offices open. 

Osages who are absentee 
voters must ensure their bal-
lots are filled out and mailed 
by June 1 to the Pawhuska 
Post Office address listed on 
the enclosed envelope to be 
counted. Ballots arriving after 
June 1 will not be counted.

The mailed-in absentee 
ballots are collected and kept 

in a locked metal box at the 
Pawhuska Post Office until 
10 a.m. of Election Day. At 
that time, election staff will 
retrieve the ballots – with an 
ON police escort – and the bal-
lots from May 29-30 early vot-
ing days will also be retrieved 
from the Election Office vault 
during that same timeframe.

In a candidate workshop 
video presentation, Election 
Supervisor Alexis Rencoun-
tre said ballot counting will 
take place as Election Day 
voting closes. Afterward, elec-
tion officials will announce 
the results in front of the ON 
Chambers building on the  
Nation’s campus.

The Wahzhazhe Elections 
Office toll-free number is  
(877) 560-5286 and email 
address is electionoffice@
osagenation-nsn.gov for election- 
related inquiries.

Follow “Osage Elections” on 
Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram for updates on the 2020 
General Election.

Osage News File Photo

Osage voters walk into the Election Office to cast a vote during the early 
voting period in the 2014 general election. Early voting will take place at 
the election office May 29-30, 2020.

Candidates disclose employment, income, land and business ownership
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

For the six candidates elect-
ed on June 1 to the 7th Osage 
Nation Congress, they will 
have the job of helping lead the 
Nation for the next four years.

Many have questioned over 
the years whether an Osage 
legislator’s work part-time or 
full-time. Members of Con-
gress are required to attend 
two 24-day sessions each year 
and any special sessions called. 
They are not required to serve 
on congressional committees 
or attend committee meetings.

According to ONCA 14-39, 
the legislation that sets the 
salaries and benefits of elect-
ed officials, an Osage legisla-
tor makes an annual salary of 
$65,000, plus benefits, which 
includes single coverage health 
insurance at the rate paid by 
the Nation, or the cash equiv-
alent at its total cost. In the 
case of Congress members, the 
FICA tax-equivalent paid into 
a matching retirement account 
in lieu of payments to the U.S. 
government. A $3,000 stipend 
is paid to the Speaker and Sec-
ond Speaker, respectively.

In contrast, an Oklahoma 
legislator makes an annual 
salary of $47,500, according 
to The Oklahoman, with the 
House Speaker and Senate 
Pro Tem receiving a $17,932 
stipend and other leadership 
receiving $12,364. Their sala-
ries are determined by a Leg-
islative Compensation Board, 
a non-elected board appointed 
by the governor, House Speak-
er and Senate Pro Tem. 

Oklahoma legislators are 
not required to make their 
elected office their full-time 
job, and neither is the Osage 
Congress. However, Oklaho-
ma legislators are required 
to submit financial disclosure 
statements to the Oklahoma 
Ethics Commission. This gives 
the public access to check 
whether an elected official has 
a conflict-of-interest by iden-
tifying officials’ investments, 
employment, income and  
business ownership.

The Osage Nation does not 
have such a requirement. The 
Osage News asked all 15 con-
gressional candidates to dis-

close their jobs, companies, or 
other financial interests. The 
News also ran their names 
through the Oklahoma Sec-
retary of State database for 
business holdings, OK County 
Records for landholdings and 
the Oklahoma Supreme Court 
Network for any relevant court 
cases that could be a conflict of 
interest. 

Michael Bristow
Bristow said if elected he 

will resign from his current 
job as a Geriatric Speech Lan-
guage Pathologist (SLP) and 
serve on the Osage Congress 
full time. He will also resign 
from the Nation’s Health Au-
thority Board, if elected.

Bristow does not have any 
business interests in Okla-
homa, or relevant court cas-
es within the past 10 years. 
He participated in the land 
buy-back program. He is  
not married.

Melissa Goodfox Dailey
Dailey said she would quit 

her current job in accounting 
and would make serving on 
the 7th Osage Nation Con-
gress her full-time job.

Dailey does not have any 
business interests in Oklaho-
ma, landholdings or any rel-
evant court cases within the 
past 10 years. She is an Osage 
Minerals Estate shareholder. 
She is engaged to be married.

Shannon Edwards
Edwards is currently serv-

ing her third term in office 
and if elected on June 1 would 
begin serving her fourth term. 
Edwards said in her candidate 
questionnaire that she owns 
two companies, one that is 
a home renovation company 
where she remodels historical 
homes and the other is a food 
truck service that sells Native 
American themed food. She 
has also maintained her law 
practice, Edwards Law Firm, 
in Edmond, Okla.

The News found two LLCs 
registered to Edwards. The 
first is named Suncreek Office 
TX, LLC, and the second is 
The Osage Company LLC, also 
known as Native Knowledge 
Harvest. According to Gov-
Tribe.com, Native Knowledge 
Harvest was founded in 2012 
as a self-certified, small disad-
vantaged, for-profit business. 
It is Native American, and 
woman-owned and competes 
for federal contracts to per-
form tribal court assessments. 
Edwards has won four federal 
contracts since 2017, estimat-
ed at $1.5 million. Edwards 
has performed work in Neva-
da and California, where she 
owns a second home.

Her longtime partner, 
James Lambertus, is the cre-
ative director at First Mesa, 
LLC, which produces print 
and digital communications. 

Lambertus has also done 
work for the Osage Nation by 
producing a photo book titled 
“Osage Homecoming” and oth-
er works. 

Edwards has multiple land-
holdings in Oklahoma, as well 
as multiple mineral deeds 
in Woodward, Osage, Bryan, 
Carter and Seminole coun-
ties. She also has mineral in-
come with multiple oil and 
gas leases in Stephens and 
Carter counties in Oklahoma. 
She is also an Osage Minerals  
Estate shareholder.

Colt Herren
Herren said due to his flex-

ible fire department work 
schedule he will not be leaving 
the Tulsa Fire Department. 
He said most firefighters have 
two full-time jobs and he has 
worked two jobs most of his 
firefighting career.

“With my current position 
as a Tulsa Firefighter I work 
24 hours then I am off 48 
hours, which allows me to keep 
my current position and allow 
me to devote the much-needed 
time as a congressman for the 
Osage Nation,” he said. “With 
this schedule I plan to be in the 
office and or community a cou-
ple days a week. With vacation 
time and other leave benefits I 
will be able to make required 
meetings and of course legisla-
tive sessions.”

Herren owns multiple 
landholdings and lives on his 
family’s original allotment in 
Skiatook. His name did not 
produce any business services 
in a search. Herren’s wife Sara 
is the current Executive Direc-
tor at the Skiatook Chamber of 
Commerce.

Billy Keene
Keene said he will quit his 

current job in the Osage Na-
tion Compliance Department 
to work full-time as an Osage 
Nation congressman.

Keene does not have any 
business interests in Okla-
homa, landholdings or any 
relevant court cases with-
in the past 10 years. He is  
not married.

Michael Kidder
Kidder said if he is elected 

he will resign his position with 
the Osage Nation Financial 
Assistance Office to work full-
time as an Osage Nation con-
gressman.

“If elected I do plan on mak-
ing it my full-time job. I will be 
putting full effort into helping 
the Osage People, in the end 
that is what this position is 
about,” he said.

Kidder does not have any 
business interests in Oklaho-
ma or any relevant court cases 
within the past 10 years. Kid-
der has sold land within the 
past five years and is an Osage 
Minerals Estate shareholder. 
He is not married.

John Maker
If elected this will be Mak-

er’s third term in Congress. 
He said he does not hold a sec-
ond job or have other business 
holdings.

Maker does not have any 
relevant court cases within 
the past 10 years. Maker par-
ticipated in the land buy-back 
program and is an Osage Min-
erals Estate shareholder. He is 
not married.

Mary Jo Pratt
Pratt said if elected she will 

resign from her current posi-
tion at Cherokee Nation Busi-
nesses to fully immerse herself 
as a Congress member. Pratt 
does not have any business 
interests in Oklahoma, land-
holdings or any relevant court 
cases within the past 10 years. 
She is not married.

“I typically believe career 
politicians are dangerous, but 
we are living in extraordinary 
times. We have sustained sig-
nificant revenue loss and this 
crisis has undermined this 
year’s budget as well as next 
years,” she said. “At this point, 
I believe we are experiencing 
‘all hands on deck’ and a seri-
ous call to action. As such, yes, 
the Osage Nation has my full 
attention.”

Amanda Proctor
Proctor has maintained her 

own law practice, Shield Law 
Group PLC. She offices in 
Pawhuska and provides legal 
support to the Shoemake Law 
Office, located next door to the 
Capitol Building. Her law firm 
assists with corporate/organi-
zational, probates, divorces, 
criminal defense, paternity, 
custody, estate planning, and 
personal injury.

“I do not intend to quit my 
job,” she said. “I believe that 
because my office is immedi-
ately adjacent to the Congress 
office – and because I will be 
here every day for work if for 
no other purpose – I will be 
more accessible to the govern-
ment and its constituents.”

An OK County Records 
search turned up a warrant for 
unpaid Oklahoma Business 
Activity Tax for $1,796.37 is-
sued on Oct. 15, 2019. Proctor 
said it was an oversight that 
was immediately paid. She 
also owns a second home in the 
Hominy Indian Village. She is 
not married.

Jodie Revard
Revard said if elected she 

plans on resigning her position 
as deputy director of opera-
tions in the executive branch.

“Yes, I intend to fulfill and 
carry out the responsibilities 
of a congressperson. If elected, 
I will respect the congressional 
salary by attending committee 
meetings, regular, and special 
sessions,” she said. “I will also 
work when not required by 
law, rule, or regulation how-
ever; I will not be available 
during the dances.”

Revard does not own any 
businesses in Oklahoma but 
does have multiple landhold-
ings and leases/rents proper-
ty. She has also sold property 
within the past 10 years. She 
is also an Osage Miner-
als Estate shareholder. Her 
longtime partner, Guy Ray Po-
cowatchit, works in the oil and  
gas industry.

Pam Shaw
Shaw said if she is elected 

to the 7th Osage Nation Con-
gress she will not pursue any 
other contracts or positions in 
the field of gaming.  

“If elected, I will devote all 
my efforts and time to fulfill-
ing the duties and Oath of Of-
fice,” she said. “I plan to make 
the elected position my full-
time job.”

Shaw does not own any 
business interest in Oklahoma 
but does have land in Osage 
County. She is married to 
John Shaw, who is the gener-
al manager of the Bartlesville 
Osage Casino.

Joe Tillman
Tillman does not currently 

have a second income. Howev-
er, he said in his first two years 
serving as a congressman he 
was the head football coach 
for Pawhuska High School. He 
resigned as the football coach 
and in his third and fourth 
years on Congress he’s been 
elected as Second Speaker, 
and then Speaker and he’s 
been to the office “pretty much 
every day.”   

“I, like many others, have 

Osage News

From left, top row: Joe Tillman (incumbent), Jodie Revard, Michael Bristow, Colt Herren, John Maker (incum-
bent), Melissa Dailey, Jim Trumbly. Bottom row, from left: Billy Keene, Michael Kidder, Pam Shaw, Maria White-
horn (incumbent), Mary Jo Pratt, Amanda Proctor, RJ Walker (incumbent), and Shannon Edwards (incumbent).
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Erin Victor
My name is Erin Victor. Originally 

from Tulsa, OK, I am living and work-
ing in Dallas, TX as an X-ray tech-
nologist. I do exams on positive and 
potential COVID-19 patients in the ER 
and on the inpatient floors.

Layton Lamsam
Layton is originally from Pawhuska, 

and his family is from the Grayhorse 
district. He is currently a resident phy-
sician in neurological surgery at Yale 
School of Medicine. His wife, Sarah, is 
also from Pawhuska and works in the 
Emergency Department as a registered 
nurse. In addition to neurosurgery, he 
has a passion for using statistics to 
make causal inference on observation-
al medical data. 

Cherie Lookout
Cherie Lookout is the health admin-

istrator for Pawhuska-based Osage 
Home Health. As a trained nurse, she 
and her staff provide a wide range of 
health services for patients after an 
illness or injury in their homes. Their 
service area covers Osage County. 

David Jarvis
David Jarvis, M.D., lives in Wiscon-

sin Dells and he works at St. Clare 
Hospital in Baraboo (serves as ICU 
Medical Director and teaches Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Family Medicine res-
idents rural hospital rotation) plus he 
fills in night shifts on his off-weeks at 
other “larger hospitals where I can do 
more critical care. I enjoy doing critical 
care and hospital medicine because the 
sicker people are, the more I can help. 
And I am proud to do it with the best 
nurses and respiratory therapists in 
the world, rural ICU nurses and RT’s!”

Meg Standingbear
Jennings and
Hayley Jennings

Meg Standingbear Jennings and 
Hayley Jennings are mother and 
daughter who both work for the Saint 
Francis Hospital Healthcare System in 
Tulsa.

Meg has been a Registered Nurse 
since 1985 and works in Surgical On-
cology at Warren Clinic, while Hayley 
is a Certified Occupational Therapy 
Assistant who works in the hospital 
setting. Hayley is currently finishing 
up her Bachelor’s of Health Sciences 
in Behavior and Occupational Studies 
with plans to pursue her Master’s in 
Occupational Therapy.

Marjorie Williams
Marjorie Williams is the Business 

Manager for the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center. She has worked at the clin-
ic for 21 years and many patients are 
happy to see her and see a familiar 
face. She was vacationing with her 
family in New Mexico when the virus 
outbreak occurred and she was called 
back to Oklahoma for work on April 17 
and they have been there ever since

Baylee Stumpf
My name is Baylee Stumpf. I am a 

member of the Osage Nation. I work 
as a Certified Nurse Aide in the Tul-
sa area. I specialize in Home Health, 
which involves traveling to different 
homes. My clients are all at the criti-
cal age group that this virus attacks. I 
sanitize their homes and protect them 
from anything I may bring in while 
providing care so that they may have a 
higher quality of life.

Mary Ross Hudson
Mary Ross Hudson CCRN, works in 

the ICU at St. Johns Medical Center 
in Tulsa. She is definitely “front line”. 
Throughout the outbreak of COVID-19 
in Oklahoma, Mary has worked extra 
shifts. She has had to send her kids to 
stay with Grandma in order to isolate 
herself. Mary is a member of the Osage 
Nation.

Chelsea Pease Engle
Chelsea Pease Engle (left) has 

worked at Stillwater Medical Center 
for 13 years and has been a nurse for 
15. She is a resource nurse and health 
supervisor. She floats where she is 
needed and sometimes fills in for the 
nursing supervisor. She is from the 
Grayhorse District.

Joyce Oberly
Joyce Oberly, Osage/Comanche, is 

currently deployed to Washington state 
with U.S. Public Health Service and 
Indian Health Service for COVID-19 
response. Due to the sensitive nature 
of her deployment she was unable to 
disclose more information. 
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Osages and their families visit, eat and greet candidates at the candidate camp sites erected 
for the June 2, 2014 elections held for the Osage Nation government and the Osage Minerals 
Council. 

Election Board undecided on 
allowing campaign campsites 
due to COVID-19
Benny Polacca
Osage News

For the first time in recent memo-
ry, an Osage Nation election may be 
held without candidate campsites due 
to COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic 
spreading concerns. 

Each election year, Osage candi-
dates, have set up Election Day camp-
sites at the government campus park as 
a last-minute opportunity to campaign 
and greet voters on their way to mark 
ballots in-person. The campsites are 
also opportunities for fellowship and 
sharing food and refreshments during 
the day-long occasions, which typically 
draw Osages, their families and friends 
from near and afar.

But with COVID-19 updates that 
change by the day and week and with 
physical distancing and large gather-
ing bans recommended by health and 
government officials, the Wahzhazhe 
Election Board has yet to decide 
whether to allow the June 1 Election 
Day campsites. In recent years, the 
Election Board has assumed the camp-
site drawing duties to determine where 
candidates will set up their camps at 
the park.

“Right now, we’re not doing the 
campsite drawing, we’ll revisit later as 

safety allows,” Election Board Chair-
woman Shannon Lockett said during 
the April 8 board meeting.

ON Attorney General Clint Patter-
son agreed with the board’s concerns, 
adding “with all the uncertainty, I 
would be hesitant to decide something 
today.”

In the 2018 General Election, a to-
tal of 28 campsites were set up at the 
campus park by candidates seeking 
Congressional or Executive Branch of-
fices, as well as Osage Minerals Coun-
cil office. Throughout the day, scores 
of voters and families visit the park to 
meet the candidates as they walk from 
one campsite to another in sharing fel-
lowship and learning about candidates’ 
campaigns before voting at the poll.

However, in this election year, the 
Election Board has already decided on 
moving the June 1 Election Day poll-
ing place from the campus to the ON 
Civic Center on West Main Street in 
Pawhuska to keep physical distancing 
practices in place for the voting booths 
setup. Election Day voting will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.   

The Election Board’s next scheduled 
meeting is Monday, May 18 with the 

See caMps
—Continued  on Page 16
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investments that serve me and 
my family well, however, right 
now my portfolio is taking a 
beating, much like the majority 
of people who invest,” he said. 
“I just recently resigned from 
a three-year term as chairman 
of the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church finance com-
mittee here in Pawhuska.”

Tillman is married to Cindy 
Tillman, who is the Chief Op-
erations Officer at Cohesive 
Healthcare. Together they 
own multiple properties, land 
and had a clothing business 
in Pawhuska within the past  
10 years.

Jim Trumbly
Trumbly said he is current-

ly retired and does some small 
consulting, which he plans 
to stop if elected to the 7th 
Osage Nation Congress. He 
also teaches a few courses for 
Pawnee Nation College and  
Bacone College.

“Being a Congressperson for 
the Osage People would be my 
full-time job,” he said. “I would 
not hold any other job.”

An OK County Records 
search on Trumbly turned up 
a Notice of Federal Tax Lien 
for the amount of $15,612.07 
for unpaid taxes in 2014 and 
2016. A Notice of Federal Tax 
Lien is a public document that 
alerts other creditors that the 
IRS is asserting a secured 
claim against someone’s as-
sets, according to IRS.gov.

“It hasn’t paid off, and I’ve 
been making payments on a 
payment plan I’ve negotiated 

with the IRS. So, what hap-
pened was my accountant mis-
classified some expenses and 
caused me to owe this money 
and so we negotiated a repay-
ment plan with the IRS and 
now I’m paying it back,” Trum-
bly said. “2016 is what trig-
gered it and then they went 
back to 2014.”

According to a business 
search on the Oklahoma Sec-
retary of State website, Trum-
bly owns the Tah-Wa-He 
Corporation, which is a busi-
ness consulting firm. Trumbly is  
not married.

RJ Walker
Walker, if elected on June 

1, will begin his third term as 
a member of Congress. Aside 
from serving as a congress-
man, Walker works for numer-
ous pipeline inspection service 

companies over the past eight 
years, he said.

“When I get a job offer that 
doesn’t result in a conflict with 
Congress, I normally take it. 
The supplemental income is 
needed. I have four children 
including three teenage daugh-
ters. When Congress is in ses-
sion, I’m in my seat,” he said.

He said he doesn’t own his 
own company but he operates 
a small cow/calf operation on 
family land for the last three 
years. He also serves on the 
Osage County Industrial Au-
thority Board and coaches 
youth sports.

“I’ve served on a dozen or 
more boards, councils, commit-
tees, etc. over the last 15-20 
years and have cut back in re-
cent years. I stay pretty busy,” 
he said. 

Walker is married to Kristi-

na Walker. A search through 
OK County Records showed 
land and mortgage transac-
tions.

Maria Whitehorn
Whitehorn, if elected on 

June 1, will begin her third 
term as a member of the 7th 
Osage Nation Congress. She 
said her full-time job is being 
a member of Congress.

She is married to Randy 
Powell and together they own 
Thunder Ammo & Arms, a cus-
tom ammunition manufactur-
er located in Hominy. She also 
owns a small cow/calf opera-
tion that utilizes her family’s 
allotted lands.

According to OK County Re-
cords, Whitehorn and her hus-
band own multiple properties 
and lands in and around Hom-
iny, as well as homes.

dIsclOsures 
–from Page 12

Election Office mails
2,921 absentee ballots for 
2020 General Election
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With 2020 being the 
year the COVID-19 coro-
navirus canceled or post-
poned public gatherings and 
events, more Osages plan 
to vote by absentee ballot 
in the 2020 Osage Nation  
General Election.

The Wahzhazhe Elections 
Office mailed out a total of 
2,921 absentee ballots for 
this year’s June 1 General 
Election, according to Elec-
tion Supervisor Alexis Ren-
countre. The Election Office 
utilized a Tulsa-area print-
ing company – selected by 
the Election Board – to print 
the absentee ballots and ac-
companying envelopes and 
those items were put to-
gether by election staff and 
mailed from the Pawhuska 
Post Office.

Voters who are listed on 
the permanent absentee 
voter mailing list or who re-
quested an absentee ballot 
by this election year’s April 
17 deadline are set to receive 
those ballots in the mail. 

The 2,921 figure rep-
resents another all-time 
high in absentee ballots re-
quested by Osages to vote. In 
the 2018 General Election, a 
total of 2,390 absentee bal-
lots were mailed out to re-
questing voters. 

In the March 20, 2017 Spe-
cial Election, 2,070 absentee 
ballots were requested. In 
the June 6, 2016 General 
Election, the Election Office 
received and processed 1,032 
absentee ballots.

In April, the Election 
Board and staff issued a 
memo to voters stating the 
election will continue as 
mandated by the 2006 Osage 
Constitution despite the 
day-to-day changes in the 
COVID-19 global pandemic 
situation. The Osage Consti-
tution states “General Elec-
tions shall be held on the 
first Monday in June com-
mencing in 2006 and next 
in 2010 and every even year 
thereafter.”

With no recourse avail-
able, the election officials 
then said: “we are urging 
all voters that are high risk 
or have concerns about the 
COVID-19 virus to request 
an absentee ballot.”

Election Code 
amendment

The Election Office pro-
cessed and mailed the ab-
sentee ballots April 20-22, 
which comes after the Sixth 
ON Congress passed a 
last-minute amendment to 
the Nation’s Election Code 
allowing the absentee bal-
lot mailing to begin 45 days 
prior to Election Day from 
35 days previously stated in  
the law.

The Election Board and 
staff discussed concerns the 
U.S. Postal Service mail cir-
culation is also impacted by 
COVID-19 during its April 

8 meeting, prompting the 
amendment proposal to al-
low extra time for the absen-
tee ballots to be mailed out 
and returned before June 1. 
Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox sponsored bill ONCA 
20-38 with the amendment, 
which was filed on April 14 
and fast-tracked for consid-
eration on April 17.    

The bill passed 8-4 with 
“no” votes from Congress 
members John Maker, Eli 
Potts, Shannon Edwards 
and Maria Whitehorn.

Edwards noted ONCA 20-
38 did not go to a Congres-
sional committee for initial 
consideration and she voted 
against it because the candi-
dates have already been no-
tified of the election-related 
dates and said: “This could 
be grounds for invalidating 
the election, I know that the 
candidates don’t even have 
the list of who the absentee 
ballot holders are. I believe 
this is a very important 
timeframe, people have in-
vested a lot of time and en-
ergy in their campaign, they 
invested money in their cam-
paign, and they deserve to 
know when things are going  
to happen.”

Congresswoman Bran-
dy Lemon said she favors 
the amendment because “it 
allows our constituency to 
have a longer time and it al-
lows our Election Board to be 
able to reach our constituen-
cy and that’s who we are all 
here for … This (COVID-19) 
is not normal what we’re go-
ing through, this is abnor-
mal … and we have to evolve 
and change, and this is one 
of the things we can do to 
help our constituency … in 
hope of getting a good voter 
turnout in my opinion.”

Potts voted “no,” arguing 
“we shouldn’t move the goal 
post … changing the law at 
this point, in my mind, cre-
ates a level of uncertainty 
... we needed to make those 
changes months ago or we 
need to make them after 
this election and plan for the  
next election.”

Goodfox said she spoke 
with Election Board Chair-
woman Shannon Lock-
ett who requested the bill 
sponsorship. “(The Election 
Board) felt like it would give 
them more time to mail out 
the ballots, they can start 
with the people who (are on 
the permanent absentee vot-
er mailing list), there’s going 
to be an influx in mail … 
We had no idea we would be 
at the place we are at right 
now … registered absentee 
voters can get their absentee 
ballots 10 days earlier, that’s 
all this does,” she said.

The Wahzhazhe Elections 
Office toll-free number is 
(877) 560-5286 and email 
address is electionoffice@
osagenation-nsn.gov for elec-
tion-related inquiries.

Follow “Osage Elections” 
on Facebook, Twitter and In-
stagram for updates on the 
2020 General Election.

2020 General Election ballot 
language approved
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The 2020 Osage Na-
tion General Election bal-
lot language is set after the 
Wahzhazhe Election Board 
approved its language listing 
the 15 Congressional candi-
dates and two constitutional  
amendment questions.

On April 8, the Election 
Board finalized the document 
language after reviewing a 
proof of the ballot, with two 
constitutional amendment 
questions seeking yes/ no votes 
and the names of the Congres-
sional candidates seeking a 
seat on the Seventh ON Con-
gress. Board members Shan-
non Lockett, Terry Hazen and 
Belle Wilson unanimously ap-
proved the ballot language.

The board reviewed a sum-
mary of the ballot language 
prepared by the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, which is charged 
with preparing the questions, 
according to the Nation’s elec-
tion code.

Six of the 12 Congressional 
seats are opening up and those 
candidates’ names will appear 
on the ballot in the order de-
termined by an Election Office 
drawing held in March. The 
ballot questions – approved 
by two separate ON Congres-
sional resolutions in 2019 – 
concern whether term limits 
should apply to elected and 
retained offices in all three 
branches and whether the 
Principal Chief and Assistant 
Principal Chief should run for 
office on a combined ticket.

For constitutional amend-
ments to pass, the ques-
tions must garner 65% of 
the “yes” vote, per the Osage  
Constitution.

The question and purpose 
for each question is listed as 
follows:

• ONCR 18-20: Shall the 
Constitution of the Osage 
Nation be amended to 
limit the elected officials 
and officials appointed, 
confirmed and retained 
by election to five terms of 
office?

Purpose: The purpose of this 
amendment is to encourage a 

greater number of citizens to 
engage in civic duty by limit-
ing elected appointed officials 
to serving five terms in office. 

Currently, those who hold 
offices in the ON Executive 
Branch (Principal Chief and 
Assistant Principal Chief) and 
Congress each have four-year 
terms with no term limits. For 
the Judicial Branch, the Prin-
cipal Chief initially appoints 
the three Supreme Court Jus-
tices and Chief Judge for the 
ON Trial Court and each judge 
serves an initial four-year 
term – following a Congressio-
nal confirmation vote – and is 
subject to retention by Osage 
voters to serve another four-
year term with no term limits.  

• ONCR 19-07: Shall Article 
VII, Section 3 of the 
Constitution of the Osage 
Nation be amended to 
add language requiring 
candidates for Principal 
Chief to run for office with 
a candidate for Assistant 
Principal Chief on a 
combined ticket?

Purpose: The purpose of this 
amendment is to promote uni-

ty among Executive leadership 
and ensure continuity when 
the Assistant Principal Chief 
is serving as Principal Chief 
in the absence of the Principal 
Chief. As it stands now, the 
Principal Chief and Assistant 
Principal Chief are elected in-
dependent of each other.

If voters approve this Consti-
tutional amendment question, 
the Principal Chief qualifica-
tions section will be amended to 
keep the current qualifications 
plus the following additional 
amendment: “Candidates for 
Principal Chief are required to 
run for office with a Candidate 
for Assistant Principal Chief to 
allow them to be elected on a 
combined ticket.”

The next election year for 
the two Executive Branch of-
fices will be in June 2022.

The Wahzhazhe Elections 
Office toll-free number is (877) 
560-5286 and email address 
is electionoffice@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov for election-relat-
ed inquiries.

Follow “Osage Elections” on 
Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram for updates on the 2020 
General Election.

Wahzhazhe Elections Office

The sample ballot for the 2020 Osage Nation General Election. 
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All in-person voters to receive 
free face mask on Election Day
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

In-person voters on Election 
Day will exercise their right 
to vote, and they will do so  
in style.

Addie Roanhorse, Dana 
Daylight, Robynn Rulo and 
Janet Emde, out of concern for 
the safety of voters, are sewing 
1,300 face masks by Election 
Day, June 1. 

“I think this task is import-
ant for our people,” Roanhorse 
said. “The election is import-

Courtesy Photo/Addie Roanhorse

In-person voters on Election Day will receive a free face mask when they 
vote on June 1.
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ant, but the safety of our people 
takes priority.” 

In order to meet their quota before 
June 1, the team is sewing a mini-
mum of 29 masks per day, Monday 
through Friday. 

“The first batch of supplies and 
material came from the Wahzhazhe 
Cultural Center,” Roanhorse said. 
“Addie Hudgins gave us the material 
that would have been used for their 
shirt-making class, which of course 
got canceled due to the closing of 
Osage Nation offices.” 

She said the cultural center has 
about 15 sewing machines they 
could use as back up in case their 
own sewing machines break down, 
but all four women preferred to use 
their own machines. 

Roanhorse, Daylight, Rulo and 
Emde are all experienced seam-

stresses of Osage traditional cloth-
ing. All four women sew ribbonwork 
and other items used for traditional 
dress for both men and women. 

The polling place for the 2020 
Osage Nation General Election is 
the Osage Nation Civic Center, lo-
cated at 1449 W. Main in Pawhuska. 
The poll opens at 8 a.m. and closes 
at 8 p.m. Voters must be 18 years 
of age or older on Election Day and 
have been issued an Osage Nation 
Membership Card on or after Oct. 9, 
2002, which bears the signature of a 
Principal Chief of the Osage Nation. 
Voters must also present a govern-
ment issued photo ID. 

The Wahzhazhe Elections Office 
toll-free number is (877) 560-5286 
and email address is electionoffice@
osagenation-nsn.gov for election-re-
lated inquiries.

Follow “Osage Elections” on Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram for up-
dates on the 2020 General Election.

primary focus on reviewing campaign 
reporting statements, which are re-
quired to be submitted by all Congres-
sional candidates. The deadline week 
for submitting the statements detail-
ing campaign donations and expendi-
tures is May 11-15, according to the 
Election Office. 

The Election Board may also call a 
special meeting at other times as need-
ed in accordance with Osage law on 
public meetings.

In newer developments, the Execu-
tive Branch announced that ON gov-
ernment offices are slated to reopen to 
the public on Monday, May 11. Also, 
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt announced 
a three-phase reopening plan for the 

state starting with Phase One on May 
1, which includes restaurant dining, 
gyms and churches if they adhere to 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention recommendations.

Despite the COVID-19-related 
changes to the 2020 election, ON Elec-
tion Supervisor Alexis Rencountre said 
the election officials will announce the 
unofficial election results in front of the 
Chambers Building on the campus like 
in past election years and those results 
will be posted at the polling place, the 
Election Office and online.

The Wahzhazhe Elections Office 
toll-free number is (877) 560-5286 
and email address is electionoffice@
osagenation-nsn.gov for election-relat-
ed inquiries.

Follow “Osage Elections” on Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram for up-
dates on the 2020 General Election.
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Minerals Council searching for solutions 
after pandemic halts oil production  
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The oil glut has hit the Osage min-
eral estate and with it, questions about 
how local producers can continue  
doing business. 

As of April 29, the highest posted 
price was $11.75 per barrel, down al-
most $50 from a year ago and $40 from 
the start of the year. The drop in prices 
has prompted oil companies across the 
country to reduce production efforts. 

However, for some, cutting back 
would mean stopping production al-
together, thus prompting questions 
of whether their operations in Osage 
County would still be there when de-
mand picks back up. 

“I am fielding calls daily from pro-
ducers,” Osage Minerals Council Sec-
ond Chair Andrew Yates said at the 
council’s May 1 meeting. “Some are 
wanting to buy leases. Some are want-
ing to sell their leases. There was one 
who was trying to buy oil from other 
producers to sell later on.

“They’re wanting reassurances 
that they won’t lose their leases for  
non-production.” 

The Pawhuska Agency did not have 
a representative at the council’s May 1 
meeting or any of its three April meet-
ings. The Bureau of Indian Affairs did 
not respond to multiple email inquiries 
from Osage News about whether the 
agency would make accommodations 
for leasing and inspection requirements 
due to the ongoing pandemic or lack of 
crude oil storage capacity nationwide.  

“We need to put that on the agenda 
for the next meeting and make sure she 
(Superintendent Robin Phillips) will be 
there or have a representative there,” 
Yates said. “We need that presence 
now. We need to get on this and we’re 
probably behind now. They’re calling 
me daily now.”

Domestic oil prices dropped almost 
25 percent on March 9 after Saudi Ara-
bia announced its intent to increase 
production, despite international con-
cerns that the COVID-19 pandemic 
could spark a global economic down-

turn. With stay at home orders issued 
across wide swaths of the United States 
in an effort to stop the spread of the 
novel coronavirus, reduced consump-
tion has further compounded the glut. 

Causing additional confusion and 
concern is whether an April 25 request 
from Oklahoma’s governor would apply 
to oil production in the Osage. 

In an effort to secure additional fed-
eral aid for the state’s petroleum indus-
try, Gov. Kevin Stitt asked President 
Donald Trump to declare the novel 
coronavirus an “Act of God.” Doing so 
would allow producers to trigger the 
force majeure clause found in most con-
tracts, which would allow them to be 
held harmless for non-production. 

However, the state of Oklahoma and 
the Oklahoma Corporation Commis-
sion, which oversees oil and gas leasing 
in all other counties, have no jurisdic-
tion over the mineral estate, prompt-
ing the question of what impact such 
a declaration would have on operations 
in the Osage. 

“If the president declared it, I think 
it would apply here, but am not com-
pletely sure,” attorney Wilson Pipes-
tem told the body. “The Osage Minerals 
Council is a governmental body, so it 
might be something to consider doing 
in the future, though.” 

While waiting on further clarification 
about how to allay producers’ concerns, 
the council voted to seek out addition-
al federal COVID-19 relief programs 
and ask the Osage Nation Congress 
for financial assistance specifically ear-
marked for Osage shareholders. 

The Osage Nation is slated to receive 
$5.1 million in federal funds through 
the CARES Act’s Paycheck Protection 
Program, but that money is limited to 
the tribe’s payroll and utility expenses. 

“What are we able to do for our 
shareholders who will have only a little 
money coming to them in September 
and none in June?” Councilor Marsha 
Harlan asked. 

“I haven’t seen any measures from 
the Osage Nation that specifically ad-
dresses the elders who will not have 
any income because of this.”

Minerals Council files five-
count complaint against Enel 
Green Power North America
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. — More than four 
years after its initial request, the 
Osage Minerals Council has been 
allowed to intervene in the North-
ern District of Oklahoma in the 
lawsuit against Enel Green Power  
North America.  

On April 13, Judge Gregory Friz-
zell formally granted the Minerals 
Council’s motion to intervene. In 
an order issued the next day, Judge 
Frizzell denied a request from feder-
al attorneys to file a second amended 
complaint in the ongoing litigation 
against Enel Green Power North 
America and its subsidiaries over the 
Osage Wind project near Burbank. 

Additionally, since the federal gov-
ernment did not appeal the original 
2015 district court decision that al-
lowed Enel to proceed with construc-
tion, Judge Frizzell also barred the 
United States from further partici-
pation in the lawsuit. 

“Intervenor Osage Minerals Coun-
cil appealed the judgment (sic) and 
obtained a reversal by the Tenth 
Circuit Court of Appeals and it alone 
may proceed as a party plaintiff in 
this action,” Frizzell wrote.

With the federal government 
no longer a plaintiff to the litiga-
tion, attorneys for the Osage Min-
erals Council filed a five-count 
complaint on April 15 in the North-
ern District of Oklahoma, includ-
ing one count each of trespass and  
continuing trespass. 

The complaint also asks for an 
unspecified amount in damages, a 
permanent injunction barring Enel 

from conducting work in the Osage 
mineral estate without a permit from 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and a 
court-ordered accounting of all Enel 
revenue generated from both the 
Osage Wind project and all of its 
excavation work conducted within  
the county. 

“When they trespass against us, 
they’re going to have to learn how to 
deal with us,” Osage Minerals Coun-
cil Chairman Everett Waller said, 
announcing the court’s ruling at the 
council’s April 15 meeting. 

In a unanimous decision issued 
in mid-September 2017 and upheld 
the following month, a three-judge 
panel with the 10th Circuit Court 
of Appeals reversed and remanded 
a 2015 summary judgment from the 
Northern District Court of Oklahoma 
that allowed Osage Wind to conduct 
excavation work in order to set up 
84 wind turbines across 8,400 acres 
without a mining permit from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs or approval 
from the Osage Minerals Council. 

In an effort to install the turbine 
foundations, Osage Wind dug pits 
measuring 60 feet wide and 30 feet 
deep. In the process, it excavated 
more than 60,000 cubic yards of lime-
stone, dolemite and other minerals, 
ran the smaller chunks through a 
rock crusher, then returned them to 
the earth, thus prompting a debate 
on the definition of “mining.” 

Under federal statute, any mining 
activity conducted in Osage County 
requires a permit from the BIA. 

In January 2019, the U.S. Supreme 
Court declined to grant the case cer-
tiorari, thus opening the door for the 
Minerals Council to seek damages.

2020 Census self-response 
deadline extended to Oct. 31
Osage News

The 2020 Census work is readjust-
ed due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the deadline for responses is now ex-
tended to Oct. 31.

According to a news release, the 
Census Bureau temporarily suspended 
2020 Census field data collection activ-
ities in March and steps are being tak-
en to reactivate nationwide field offices 
June 1 to resume data collection and door  
field operations.

The Census website also notes 
self-responses to the surveys will now 
have a revised Oct. 31 deadline where 

citizens can respond by phone, online 
or mailed-in paper surveys.

In an April social media post an-
nouncing the extended census dead-
line, the Osage Nation wrote: “The 
Census is very important for Osage 
members as it not only provides an 
opportunity to show how our Nation 
has grown, but also to focus attention 
on what our needs are. Be sure to com-
plete question #9 regarding Tribal Af-
filiation to ensure you are counted as a 
member of the Osage Nation.”

To complete the Census online, go 
to https://my2020census.gov/ or call 
(844) 330-2020. 
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ONES subsidiary legislation 
passes with 7-5 vote
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Pending Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear’s signature, the Osage Nation will 
have a single 8(a) umbrella company  
once more. 

By a 7-5 count on the final day 
of the Hun-Kah Session, the Osage 
Nation Congress approved ONCR 
20-06, which would make Osage Na-
tion Environmental Services, LLC 
a subsidiary of Osage LLC effective  
April 30. 

The former obtained 8(a) certifica-
tion from the Small Business Admin-
istration in November, thus opening 
the door for federal contracting op-
portunities. The latter was already 
certified.  

“Instead of having two parent com-
panies … we will have one parent 
company and all of our subsidiary 
companies with 8(a) companies will 
be underneath it,” Congresswoman 
Maria Whitehorn said.

“This is a cost-saving measure for 
the nation.”

Voting in favor of the resolu-
tion were Shannon Edwards, Alice 
Goodfox, Brandy Lemon, Eli Potts, 
Angela Pratt, Paula Stabler and its  
sponsor, Whitehorn. 

ONES will not be bringing addi-
tional funds with it, as a resolution 
appropriating $37,500 from the re-
tained revenue fund to the company 
was voted down on the session’s final 
day. The resolution was originally 
written for $150,000, but with the 
tribe’s primary revenue stream in-
terrupted by COVID-19, the request 
was reduced before receiving a final 
up or down vote. 

“We don’t have a promise of when 
that revenue will get here,” White-
horn said. “We have appropriated ev-
ery dollar out of the retained revenue 
fund. It will replenish eventually, 
but we don’t know when.” 

Prior to the final vote, leadership 
from both ONES and Osage LLC 

told Congress’ Commerce, Gaming 
and Land Committee that they had 
concerns about the potential union. 
Although they both acknowledged 
that it could work in the long term, 
the lack of face-to-face discussions 
between their two boards prior to the 
Hun-Kah Session was a red flag. 

“We have created a long-term as-
set for the nation,” ONES Chairman 
Eddy Red Eagle Jr. said at the April 
2 committee meeting. “We have now 
a good, loyal customer base. We are 
getting good representation out in 
the market, brand identity, recogni-
tion and we definitely have a talented  
work force. 

“What we have not had is a con-
versation with Osage LLC eye-to-eye 
or face-to-face. We have only heard in 
passing elements about Osage LLC, 
empty board positions, no infrastruc-
ture staff, deficient audits … and a 
board member announcing retire-
ment into the public.” 

The leadership of Osage LLC also 
hesitated due to financial concerns. 
Since the first of the year, the com-
pany’s leadership has unearthed 
multiple contracts that were signed 
without board approval. 

During the April 2 Commerce, 
Gaming and Land Committee meet-
ing, Osage LLC Chairman Frank 
Freeman confirmed he is working 
with the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral to determine whether those pre-
viously unknown contracts are in 
violation of any Osage Nation laws. 

Efforts are underway to deter-
mine those contracts’ full impact 
on Osage LLC’s revenue flow, but 
in the short term, Osage LLC has 
limited cash on hand to assume 
any debts or expenses brought over  
by ONES.

“We are not opposed to it coming 
in as a subsidiary as long as it’s not 
a consolidation,” Freeman said at the 
committee’s April 21 meeting. “We 
just do not have resources to cover 
debt.”

Tulsa Public Schools may 
have a solution for its
Indian Education program
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. — After multiple 
meetings and a barrage of criticism 
from the Native community, Tulsa 
Public Schools has a new reorganiza-
tion proposal for its Indian Education 
program. 

At its April 14 meeting, the Tulsa 
Public Schools Title VI parent commit-
tee endorsed a reorganization for the 
district’s Indian Education program 
that as presented, would allow all of its 
current resource advisers and teach-
ers’ assistants to keep their jobs.

If approved by the school board, 
TPS’ Indian Education program would 
have six resource advisers, six teach-
ers’ assistants, a Native American 
literature teacher who would split 
time among up to four middle schools 
per year, two clerical positions and 
funding to cover stipends for 30 after  
school tutors. 

One of the resource advisers would 
serve in a lead role and be a bridge be-
tween the district and tribal education 
officials, as well as help connect fam-
ilies with summer cultural activities 
offered outside of TPS. 

TPS Indian Education currently 
has seven resource advisers and four 
teachers’ assistants. One of the re-
source advisers has already notified 
district officials of his intent to retire 
at the end of this school year.

The reorganization would also 
change the job title and pay scale for 
the person directly over the program. 
The program is currently overseen by 
an interim manager after the previ-
ous manager, Dee Prevett, resigned in 
March. Prevett’s leadership and salary 
were the subjects of a grievance filed 
by some of the Indian Education staff 
earlier this school year. Instead, the 
position would once again be classified 
as a coordinator, which would result in 
a lower pay scale. 

“Based on community input, this is 
much more in line with what’s desired 
for the program,” Executive Director of 
Language and Cultural Services Laura  
Grisso said.  

In addition to consultations with 
the Cherokee, Muscogee (Creek) and 
Osage nations, the district has start-
ed initial conversations with five 
additional tribes under the terms 
of the Every Student Succeeds Act: 
the Iowa Nation, the Sac and Fox 
Nation, Otoe-Missouria Tribe, Paw-
nee Nation and Seminole Nation  
of Oklahoma.  

District officials have maintained 
that a reorganization is necessary due 
to a drop in Native student enrollment 
based on the 506 forms returned by 
parents that are used to determine 
federal and tribal per-pupil funding. 
District enrollment overall has de-
clined by about 5,000 students since 
the 2004-2005 school year.

Citing budget cuts, the district ini-
tially announced in January that it 
was overhauling the Indian Education 
Program and all of its current resource 
advisers would have to either reapply 
for their current job or be reassigned 
to another position within the district. 
Tribal officials, parents and students 
were not consulted in advance, draw-
ing backlash from across the Tulsa 
area.  

“As difficult as this has been … I 
appreciate all the engagement,” Su-
perintendent Deborah Gist said. “I’m 
hearing great things about what the 
Indian Ed staff is doing during this 
distance learning time. We have an op-
portunity with increased attention to 
continue to grow and do amazing things  
with this.”

With public school buildings closed 
due to the novel coronavirus, the par-
ent committee met via Zoom. A video 
of the district’s presentation to the par-
ent committee is available on the TPS 
Indian Education Facebook page. 

The proposal will go before the 
board of education for information-
al purposes at its April 20 meeting. 
It is scheduled to receive a formal up 
or down vote by the board on May 4. 
If approved by the school board, the 
program’s budget will then go to the 
parent committee for approval at its  
May 12 meeting. 
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Celebrating Osages in COVID times
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News Culture Columnist

The Osage are a sovereign people, 
with land, shared culture and lan-
guage and governance. The times we 
spend together, face to face during 
the dances in June and when we 
elect our government are affirma-
tions. COVID-19 requires us to safe-
guard each other, our precious elders 
and those with preexisting conditions 
through social distancing. 

This year, two districts have post-
poned the Inlonshka, and this year 
the tradition of visiting candidate’s 
camps on Election Day might not 
happen. The Osage congressional 
election is like the funerals and wed-
dings we are dealing with during 
this pandemic. More than one friend 
has been far from her parent in their 
last moments. The losses we are ac-
cruing teach us, remind us what is  
most important. 

Because gatherings are limited to 
10 people in Washington state, we 
watched our nephew marry from 
our deck, far enough away to see the 
bride in her long dress, the small 
group of parents and best people on 
their porch. 

This year during COVID and so-
cial distancing, the election board 
asked absentee voters to “vote this 
ballot immediately and return it the 
same day you receive it to ensure it 
arrives in time to be counted.” My 
ballot was mailed from Pawhuska 
on 4/21, which adds time pressure to 
folks (like me) still gathering infor-
mation about the 15 candidates. 

The Osage News posted interviews 
with the candidates on their web-
site and on social media, and spon-
sored a candidates’ debate on Zoom. 
Responses to a set of Osage News 
questionnaires are dribbling in with 
information that can be found in the 
candidates’ literature, and additional 
questions about cultural connections 
and clan that the candidate’s litera-
ture may not have addressed. 

Osages have a healthy commu-

nity on Facebook, Instagram, and a 
smaller presence on Twitter. There 
are quasi-political action groups com-
posed of Osages on and off the reser-
vation discussing issues, generating 
debate, dishing each other and artic-
ulating their agenda. Some people, 
like former Osage Principal Chief 
Jim Gray, formulate policy questions 
that generate considered response 
from most, if not all, the candidates. 
Candidates like Michael Bristow post 
videos responding to voter questions, 
and Billy Keene hosted a live discus-
sion. Osage Impact announced their 
candidate endorsements in a video. 

While election season usually gen-
erates a lot of social media energy, 
Osage Election Day is a good time 
to see friends and family and visit. 
We sit outside late in the evening 
and into the night, while votes are 
counted and announced. Terry Ma-
son Moore remembers taking lawn 
chairs to Pawhuska around supper-
time and visiting the camps and eat-
ing with friends when her father was 
alive. “At some point my Dad would 
vote,” she said. They’d go back home 
while votes were counted by hand 
with the proper headright shares be-
ing checked and tallied. She remem-

Ruby Hansen Murray

InlOnshka
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judge in the Yavapai-Apache 
Nation  

• Took an oath of office violating 
Article VI, Section 5, of the 
Osage Nation Constitution for 
Disqualification 

• The approximate date of the 
alleged disqualification is Aug. 6, 
2019 

• She undermined the integrity of 
the office 

• She disrespected regards for her 
constitutional duty and her office

Select Committee of Inquiry
According to the Congressional rules, 

all proceedings of the Select Commit-
tee of Inquiry will be held in executive 
session and all proceedings considered 
confidential.

The committee will conduct an inves-

tigation limited only to the allegations 
made against Edwards. The committee 
can only meet during a Congressional 
session. The committee can gather 
evidence, interview witnesses, take 
testimony under oath and subpoena 
documents as prescribed by Osage law. 

The committee shall elect a chair-
person, they may retain independent 
counsel, they may adopt additional 
rules for procedure, provided those 
rules are not in conflict with the rules 
of Congress or other applicable law.

After the investigation is finished 
the committee will then submit their 
findings and recommendations to Con-
gress as a whole. Congress will then 
determine whether there is sufficient 
grounds to consider a removal trial for 
Edwards, which will take eight affir-
mative votes.

If the Congress votes for a removal 
trial, the removal trial will be public. 

InquIry 
–from Page 7

time Inlonshka has been postponed. 
Osage elder and former Pawhuska Dis-
trict Head Committeeman, Eddy Red 
Eagle Jr., said it isn’t unusual for a 
Drumkeeper to postpone the dance. 

“There’ve been a number of times in 
my lifetime, four-to-five times easily, 
we’ve chose to postpone, the Drum-
keeper did. So, it’s not an uncommon 
affair,” he said. “And, that’s where 
the experience of the committee plays 
into the question of the day and that’s 
where the experience of the Drumkeep-
er plays into it. That’s why when you 
pass the drum you pass it to a family 
who is acquainted with the protocols of 
what we do.”

The Inlonshka was adopted from 
the Kaws and Poncas in the 1880s 
when the Poncas brought a drum to 
the Grayhorse people and the Kaws 
brought drums for the Hominy and 
Pawhuska people. The Osage have 
been dancing ever since, with the In-
lonshka only changing slightly over the 
past 130 years. 

The Osages’ strict adherence to ritu-
al and religion has been written about 
by Omaha ethnologist Francis La 
Flesche, who studied the Osage in the 
late 1800s and early 1900s. That same 
strict adherence to rule and structure 
can be seen today in the Inlonshka and 
the Native American Church. Both 
have been written about by Dr. Gar-
rick Bailey, a social anthropologist at 
the University of Tulsa, and Dr. Daniel 
Swan, curator of ethnology for the Sam 
Noble Natural History Museum at the 
University of Oklahoma. 

Historians are quick to point out 
that contemporary Osages carry the 
teachings of their ancestors in their 
Osage language and their collective 
knowledge of their traditions, since the 
Osage did not keep a written history. 

A state of mind and being
“When you take that drum, it’s not 

just the Drumkeeper who takes it, it’s 
the whole family. That whole family 
takes that drum and cares for it. The 
way we see it, it becomes a member of 
your family and you get very close to 
it the years that you have it. You do 
everything you can to accommodate its 

movements in a positive manner,” Red 
Eagle said. “When everything is clear, 
the way we see it, you’ve touched all 
the bases, you’re in good order, then it’s 
a good time to dance. If you go against 
that old golden rule, it becomes more of 
a challenge, it becomes more difficult. 
They’ve learned that over time.” 

Red Eagle said postponements in the 
past usually were the result of a death 
in a Drumkeeper’s family, and if he 
didn’t want to dance then they didn’t 
dance. When asked if the dances were 
ever postponed due to war, Red Eagle 
said he knows they danced during the 
Korean War and the Vietnam War. He 
was born shortly after WWII ended. He 
remembers stories of Leo Miles, who 
took the drum during wartime and 
kept it going throughout, even though 
the dance was very small because 
many of the young men were off at war. 

With the particular threat COVID-19 
poses to Osage elders, social distancing 
guidelines would not be practical at the 
dances. Up to 1,000 people can be in at-
tendance at one dance on a Saturday 
night. There are also factors of every-
one’s state of mind that is important, 
Red Eagle said. 

“We learn our history; we learn from 
our experiences. They could stubbornly 
go in and dance, but the spirit wouldn’t 
be there,” he said. “The feeling of pos-
itivity, the feeling we get when we 
dance, we would be preoccupied by oth-
er things. Because when we dance the 
most important thing going on is the 
dance. We give it all our efforts, all our 
attention and activity, to the dance and 
in that time period.”

In essence, it wouldn’t make sense 
to hold a dance that encapsulates the 
Osage way of life, state of mind and 
wellbeing when there is so much un-
certainty, fear and concerns surround-
ing the pandemic. 

“So, what we’re seeing right now, 
affects the thoughts of not only the 
Drumkeeper, but our whole communi-
ty,” he said. “This justifies the means 
of why you wouldn’t want to dance at 
this time. So, that’s how it justifies the 
postponement to another day.” 

[Editor’s Note: The Hominy district 
has not announced a date for their 
dance or a postponement due to cultur-
al reasons within their district, which 
we will not publish here due to cultural 
sensitivity.]

See ruBy
—Continued  on Page 22
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Baked Raccoon
Since raccoons are wiry and rugged little animals, they re-

quire rugged cooking. After cleaning and dressing, parboil the 
raccoon for 30 minutes to an hour. Then place him in a roaster. 
Dredge with salt and pepper, add medium onion, large carrot 
and apple. Put in hot water about one to two inches in the bot-
tom of roaster. Bake until tender (about two hours). Tomato cat-
sup and mustard may be put on coon while baking or just before 
removing from oven.

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Congratulations to our High School Graduates!
The following seniors are 

enrolled in the Osage Nation 
School Support Program that 
will be graduating Spring  
of 2020.

Pawhuska  

• Abigail Easley  

• Ian Gray  

• Brayden Green  

• Stacy Hargus  

• Ace Hargus  

• Mia Jones 

• Kaitlynn Mathes  

• Tristian McCartney  

• Jaylyn Parker  

• Alyssa Reynolds 

• J.T. Waddle  

Hominy 

• Chance Doyle  

• Dylan Hogan  

• Amos Satepauhoodle 

• Hunter Smith  

• Quentin Harris  

• Joseph St. John  

• K.C. Bills

• Lilliana St. John  

• Logan May  

Woodland 

• Raychel Bennett  

• Blake Bledsoe  

• Braiden Holloway 

• Carter Rodgers  

• Janie Rosales  

• Hannah Wood 

• Kenna Wood  

Barnsdall  

• Hayden Renfrow 

• Dawson Walker  

• Cash Perrier  

• Georgia Scharnhorst 

Skiatook  

• Adam Alsup  

• Piper Hand  

• Michael Hight  

• Taylor Hight  

• Gagriel Murillo  

• Haden Newman 

• Jewel Santini  

• Mason Walters 

Congratulations!
John Tyler Little will be 

graduating, May 29, 2020, 
from Fort Lewis College (FLC), 
Durango, CO with a Bachelors 
of Arts in Psychology and a mi-
nor in Socio-Cultural Anthro-
pology. His accomplishments 
include being a Nationally 
Certified Psychiatric Techni-
cian, receiving the Janet L. 
Jones Distinguished Scholar 
Award for recognition of out-
standing writing from Senior 
research and becoming a Life-
time Member of the PSI CHI, 
the International Honor Soci-
ety in Psychology. Additional-
ly, he was a founding member 
of the FLC student organi-
zation, Indigenous Society of 
Psychologists and served as its 
Public Relations and Outreach 
Manager (2018-2020). John 
Tyler is from the Hominy dis-
trict and is the son of Heather 
Little and Troy Little, grand-
son of John and Belle (Hill) 
Wilson. His great-grandpar-
ents are the late Margeurite 
Matin Waller and Raymond 
J. Hill. His entire family is ex-
tremely proud of his many ac-

complishments. He would like 
to thank the Osage Nation, the 
Osage Nation Higher Educa-

tion Scholarship program and 
everyone who supported and 
encouraged him.

John Tyler Little

Congratulations!
Kyndal LeFlore was named 

to the 2020 Oklahoma Native 
All-State Softball team. She 
has also accepted to play soft-
ball at Connors State College 
while pursuing a degree to be-
come a Fish and Wildlife Biolo-
gist. She graduates this spring 
from Barnsdall High School. 

She is the daughter of Mikki 
Javine LeFlore and the grand-
daughter of Jane and Joe 
Javine. She is the sister to La-
Keesha Leflore. Kyndal is in-
volved in NHS, FCCLA, JOM, 
basketball, softball, the First 
Christian Church of Barns-
dall, and is a Valedictorian of 
the Class of 2020. Kyndal en-

joys hunting and fishing in her 
free time. Her favorite teacher 
of all time is Ms. Logue. Con-
gratulations, Kyndal! We are 
so proud of you!

Happy Birthday!
The family of Stephen Sisk 

would like to wish him a Happy  

24th birthday! We are proud 

of you son, for the amazing 

father you are to Luca (and 

one on the way!), husband to 

Coree, and son. We love you! 

—Mom & Dad.

Kendal LeFlore

Stephen Sisk

Happy Birthday!
Billie Ponca and Jimmie-

Lynn McMillen ... As you cel-
ebrate your birthdays I am 
sending best wishes that hap-
piness will be with you on your 

special day and always. Happy 

Birthday Girls! I’ll get your 

Wildberry Pie for you when I 

can J.L.
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EARLY  VOTING DAY 1
DATE:   Friday, May 29, 2020

TIME:   12:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. CDT

POLL LOCATION: Wah-Zha-Zhi Civic Center
   1449 W. Main
   Pawhuska, Oklahoma

EARLY  VOTING DAY 2
DATE:   Saturday, May 30, 2020

TIME:   10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. CDT

POLL LOCATION: Wah-Zha-Zhi Civic Center
   1449 W. Main
   Pawhuska, Oklahoma

ELECTION  DAY
DATE:   Monday, June 1, 2020

TIME:   8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. CDT

POLL LOCATION: Wah-Zha-Zhi Civic Center
   1449 W. Main
   Pawhuska, Oklahoma

RESULTS: Results will be announced in front of the 
Osage Minerals Council Chambers and posted to the Osage 
Nation Election Office website.

QUALIFICATIONS TO VOTE:
1. Any enrolled member of the Osage Nation that is eighteen 

(18) years of age or older on Election Day who has been 
issued an Osage Nation Membership Card on or after Oc-
tober 9, 2002, which bears the signature of a Principal Chief 
of the Osage Nation.

MANNER OF VOTING:
1. Voting shall be by secret ballot.
2. Except as otherwise provided, any qualified voter may vote 

by:
a. Appearing at the designated polling place;
b. Announcing to the election officials his or her name;
c. Presenting a government issued photo identification* 

(Example: Driver’s License, Passport, Military ID, Tribal 
ID, etc.);

*If you do not have a photo identification to present, you may 

vote if two (2) election officials sign an affidavit affirming 
your identity.

d. Signing the ballot receipt; and
e. Marking the ballot and placing it in the ballot box.

3. Any eligible voter who will be unable to vote in person may 
vote by Absentee Ballot.

REQUESTING AN ABSENTEE BALLOT:
1. The deadline for the Election Office to receive your com-

pleted Absentee Ballot Request form and photo identifica-
tion was APRIL 17, 2020.

2. To request an Absentee Ballot Request form for future elec-
tions, either:
a. Visit our website at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-

do/elections/elections, click on Absentee Ballot Request, 
and then print, fill out, and sign the Absentee Ballot Re-
quest form; or

b. You can request an Absentee Ballot Request form to be 
sent to you by calling the Election Office toll free at (877) 
560-5286 or by e-mailing electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.
gov.

3. Return the completed Absentee Ballot Request form 
along with a copy of a government issued photo identifi-
cation (Example: Driver’s License, Passport, Military ID, 
Tribal ID, Mugshot, etc.) to the Election Office.  Please 
sign the Absentee Ballot Request form the same way you 
will sign the absentee ballot return receipt. Use one of the 
following methods to return your completed request:
a. Scan and e-mail to electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov;
b. Fax to (918) 287-5292 (Please understand we are not 

responsible for faxes that did not transmit properly.); 
or

c. Mail to P.O. Box 928, Pawhuska, OK 74056.

VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT:
1. Instructions for marking and mailing your ballot can be 

found enclosed with your ballot.
2. All Absentee Ballots must arrive by 10:00 a.m. CDT on 

JUNE 1, 2020, which is the day of the election, in the 
Pawhuska Post Office, P.O. Box 989, in order to be valid.

3. Any eligible voter that requests an Absentee Ballot and does 
not complete and mail the ballot, but instead wishes to cast 
his or her vote in person must first:
a. Surrender his or her absentee ballot, if in their posses-

sion, on Election Day; or
b. Sign an affidavit stating they received a ballot, but did 

not vote it. Previously issued absentee ballots belonging 
to an affiant shall be considered void.

4. IMPORTANT: Pursuant to the Osage Nation Election 
Code, 6.2 ( J) (1), a person is guilty of a violation of this 
code who knowingly votes more than once at any election.  
The penalty for this violation pursuant to Section 6.2 (K) is 
guilty of a criminal offense, and upon conviction, shall be 
subject to the maximum penalties allowed by federal law.

METHODS OF OBTAINING 
ASSISTANCE IN VOTING:
1. On Election Day, if a voter or voter with an agent presents 

him or herself and states that the voter, because of a physical 
disability or language barrier, is unable to mark the ballot, 
assistance shall be provided by at least two (2) election of-
ficials.  The voter may also be accompanied by a person of 
their choice in casting their ballot.  No proxy voting will be 
allowed.

2. At least two (2) election officials shall be available to assist 
the disabled voter from their vehicle into the polling place 
where the ballot shall be cast.  The voter may also be accom-
panied by a person of their choice in casting their ballot.  No 
proxy voting will be allowed.

3. If you need additional assistance on Election Day, please 
contact the Election Office toll free at (877) 560-5286 or 
locally at (918) 287-5286 in advance, if possible.

If you do not currently have the above card, please contact the 
Osage Nation Membership Office toll free at (800) 818-6517.

P.O. Box 928, Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056 • Phone: 877-560-5286 Fax: 918-287-5292
E-mail: electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov

2020 GENERAL ELECTION NOTICE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
1. ONCR 18-20.

A. Proposed Amendment: Shall the 
Constitution of the Osage Nation be 
amended to limit the elected officials 
and officials appointed, confirmed, and 
retained by election to five (5) terms of 
office?

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitu-
tion:  If approved, Section 3 and 5 of 
Article  VI, Sections 2 and 4 of Article 
VII, and Sections 4 and 7 of Article 
VIII of the Constitution of the Osage 
Nation shall be amended as follows 
(new language appears in bold italics, 
removed language appears as stricken):

 Article VI, Section 3: 
  Term of Office: For the first election 

under this Constitution, the twelve (12) 
positions in the Osage Nation Congress 
shall be arranged in order to establish a 
system of staggered terms of office where-
by six (6) representatives shall be elected 
to serve a six (6) year term and six (6) rep-
resentatives shall be elected to serve a four 
(4) year term. Thereafter, all members of 
the Osage Nation Congress shall be elect-
ed to four (4) year terms with elections 
of half of the positions to be held every 
two (2) years or biennially commencing 
in 2010. All elected and/or appointed of-
ficials of the Osage Nation Congress shall 
serve until their successors are duly elect-
ed and installed. A person elected to the 
Osage Nation Congress shall be limited 
to five (5) full consecutive terms in office 
plus any initial partial term fulfilled as 
the result of a vacancy. 

 Article VI, Section 5: 
 Disqualifications: No member of the 

Osage Nation Congress shall hold any 
other tribal office or position of prof-
it under the Osage Nation during the 
term for which the member is elected 
or appointed. No member of the Osage 
Nation Congress shall hold any other 
tribal office under another Indian nation 
during his or her term of office. A person 
shall be disqualified to hold a position 
as a member of Congress after serving 
five (5) full terms in that position, plus 
any initial partial term fulfilled as the 
result of a vacancy. The Osage Nation 
Congress may prescribe further disqual-
ifications.

 Article VII, Section 2:
 Term of Office: The Principal Chief 

shall be elected by qualified Osage vot-
ers at a general election to a term of four 
(4) years and shall serve until a successor 
has been elected and installed. The Prin-
cipal Chief shall be elected by a majority 
of votes. A person elected to the Office of 
Principal Chief shall be limited to five 
(5) full terms in office plus any initial 
partial term fulfilled as the result of a 
vacancy. 

 Article VII, Section 4:
 Disqualification: The Principal Chief 

shall not hold any other office or posi-
tion of profit under the Osage Nation 
nor hold any office, be it elected or ap-
pointed, under any other tribal govern-
ment or state, county or federal govern-
ment. A person shall be disqualified to 
hold the Office of Principal Chief after 
serving five (5) full terms in that posi-
tion, plus any initial partial term ful-
filled as the result of a vacancy. 

 Article VIII, Section 4:
 Disqualification: Judicial officers shall 

not hold any other office or position of 
profit under the Osage Nation. A person 
shall be disqualified to hold the position 
of Justice or Chief Judge after serving 
five (5) terms in that position, plus any 
initial partial term fulfilled as the re-
sult of a vacancy. 

 Article VIII, Section 7:
 Appointment of Chief Justice, Associate 

Justices and Chief Judge: 
 The Principal Chief shall appoint the 

Chief Justice and Associate Justices 
of the Osage Nation Supreme Court, 
as well as the Chief Judge of the Tri-
al Court, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Osage Nation Congress. 
After serving one term of four (4) years, 
each will stand for retention by a vote of 
the qualified Osage electors and at the 
expiration of each four (4) year term 
thereafter until term limited. A person 
appointed and confirmed as a Justice of 
Chief Judge shall be limited to five (5) 
full terms in office in that position, plus 
any initial partial term fulfilled as the 
result of a vacancy. 

C. Purpose: The purpose of this amend-

ment is to encourage a greater number 
of citizens to engage in civic duty by lim-
iting elected and appointed officials to 
serving five terms in office.

2. ONCR 19-07.
A. Proposed Amendment: Shall Article 

VII, Section 3 of the Constitution of the 
Osage Nation be amended to add lan-
guage requiring candidates for Principal 
Chief to run for office with a candidate 
for Assistant Principal Chief on a com-
bined ticket?

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitu-
tion: If approved, Section 3 of Article 
VII shall be amended as follows (new 
language appears in bold italics, re-
moved language appears as stricken):

 Article VII, Section 3:  

 Qualifications: Enrolled members of 
the Osage Nation, who are at least thir-
ty-five (35) years of age on that date of 
the election, who have never been con-
victed of a felony, are eligible to become 
a candidate for the office of Principal 
Chief of the Osage Nation. Candidates 
for Principal Chief are required to run 
for office with a Candidate for Assis-
tant Principal Chief to allow them to 
be elected on a combined ticket.

C. Purpose:  The purpose of this amend-
ment is to promote unity among Exec-
utive leadership and ensure continuity 
when the Assistant Principal Chief is 
serving as Principal Chief in the absence 
of the Principal Chief. As it stands now, 
the Principal Chief and Assistant Prin-
cipal Chief are elected independent of 
each other.
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Timothy Mark Tallchief

Byron Anthony Mills, Jr.

Martha Louise Hill

John Hutchison

Girard “Butch” Fish
Submitted by Family

Girard “Butch” Fish was 
born on Wednesday, March 29, 
1950, as Girard Gould Bishop, 
son of the late Gould (Jim-
my) Bishop and late Mary E. 
Blackbird in Fairfax, Oklaho-
ma. He passed peacefully into 
the arms of our Lord on Sun-
day night, April 5, 2020, at the 
age of 70.

He grew up on Fifth Street 
in Fairfax at his maternal 
grandparents’ house, Girard 
(John) and Pauline “Tootie” 
Williams Blackbird. He at-
tended Fairfax Elementary up 
to fifth grade before moving to 
Holdenville where he lived un-
til the later part of his junior 
year in High School. During 
that time, he was adopted by 
the late B.T. Fish.

As a proud constituent of 
the Osage Nation, Butch be-
longed to the Grayhorse Dis-
trict, from the Eagle Clan and 
his Osage name is Wah-ses-
tah-shin-kah. He graduated 
from Fairfax High School with 
the Red Devil Class of 1968. 
After graduation he attended 
classes at Tahlequah NSU and 
Edmond CS (now UCO). 

He and Kari “Tincy” Irons 
were married November 18, 
1972 in Fairfax. To this union 
one daughter Sarah was born 
in 1974.

Butch attended Tulsa Weld-
ing School and upon comple-
tion worked in the Tulsa area. 
The couple returned to Fairfax 
where they help raised their 
grandson, Tre.

In his spare time, Butch 
could be found playing ten-
nis at most any tennis court 
around. He often won wheth-
er playing single or double 
matches. Later, he enjoyed a 
good game of Bingo at numer-
ous sites across the state. 

In addition to his parents 
and maternal grandparents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his birth paternal grandpar-

ents, Sim and Linda (Tyner) 
Bishop; his sisters, Paula 
“Kitty” Bishop Fish and Lisa 
Bishop Fish; his aunts, Maude 
(Buck) Cheshewalla, Sissy 
(Eddie) Daniels; and his cous-
in, John Cheshewalla.        

Those left to cherish his 
memory include his loving 
wife of 47 years Tincy; daugh-
ter, Sarah Fish; grandson, Tre 
Fish; older sister Irma “Buck-
ey” Fish (Ronnie) Maye and 
her three children; cousin, C.R. 
Heath and her two daughters; 
cousin, Joe Cheshewalla; sev-
eral in-laws; many friends and 
countless extended family. 

Butch laid in state at the 
Grayhorse Chapel on April 7. 
The family held a small grave-
side service on April 8, 2020, 
at the Fairfax City Cemetery 
with John Williams, presid-
ing. Burial followed under 
the care of Hunsaker Wooten  
Funeral Home. 

Casket bearers were Jar-
ed Gibson, Matt Wynn, John 
Williams Jr., Joey Grigg, Lee 
Bowman and Michael Irons. 
Honorary bearers were Brad 
Irons and Gary Madison.

Please feel free to leave a 
word of encouragement or sign 
Butch’s online guestbook at:  
www.hunsakerwootenfuneral-
home.com.

Although you are gone, 
memories of you are safe in 
our hearts, you will always be 
with us.

Carol ‘Diane’ Boulanger
Submitted by Family

Carol “Diane” Boulanger, 
67, of Wichita, KS, passed 
away on April 1, 2020 at Wes-
ley Medical Center. 

Diane was born on March 
1, 1953 in Pawhuska, OK. She 
was a graduate of Sedan High 
School in 1971. She was also a 
member of the Osage Nation. 

Diane never knew a strang-
er and was a mom to anyone 
that walked into her home. You 
could always hear her in the 
stands cheering her boys on. 

Her greatest accomplish-
ment in life was raising 
three amazing sons and she 
wasn’t afraid to let everyone 
know. She was never hesi-
tant to express how proud 
she was of her family, how 
blessed she was to have four  
amazing granddaughters. 

An amazing craftswoman, 
she loved to write poetry and 
create sewing masterpiec-
es. She had the most forgiv-
ing soul, the most infectious 
laugh, and the greatest sense 
of humor. 

Grateful for having shared 

in her life are her sister, Joyce 
Carpenter; sons: Lucas Deal 
and his wife, Kendra; Kyle 
Deal and his wife, Kristin; 
Cody Deal and his fiancé, Mi-
cayla; half-sister, Terri Wade 
and her husband, Jason; 
nieces, Jacque Obaidat, Shel-
by Keene and Cecily Wade; 
nephews, Joshua Wilson and 
Race Wade; granddaughters: 
Sophie, Emerson, Lincoln, and 
London; and her cherished 
dog, Boomer.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Frances Car-
penter and Dean Boulanger; 
daughter, Laine Deal; nephew, 
Brandon Wade; and her be-
loved dogs, Koda and Parker.

Timothy Mark Tallchief
Submitted by Family

Timothy Mark Tallchief, for-
merly of Wichita, Kansas, also 
known as “Wichita” Tim, and 
“Indian” Tim, passed away un-
expectedly at his home In Fair-
fax, Oklahoma, April 3, 2020, 
at the age of 75 years. 

Tim was born in Wichita, 
KS on July 3, 1945, to Andrew 
Brandon Tallchief and Ai-
leen Maker. Tim attended All 
Saints Grade School in Wich-
ita and Ponca Military Acad-
emy in Ponca City, Oklahoma 
and graduated from Wichita 
Southeast High School. He 
also attended Wichita State 
University, majoring in Art. 

After the passing of his 
mother, Tim was raised to 
adulthood by his mother’s old-
est sister and her husband, Do-
ris and Benny Womack, whom 
he loved and cherished. Tim 
was three-fourths Osage. His 
Osage name was Wah-kon-dah 
No-pah. He was introduced 
into the In-Lon-Ska in the 
Gray Horse arbor at an early 
age. He rarely missed the danc-
es. Years ago, he lost his left 
leg due to complications from 

diabetes. Tim did not let the 
loss slow him down. As a sign 
of courage and determination, 
he put on his dance clothes 
and resumed dancing as soon 
as he was able. Despite his dis-
ability, his dancing improved 
as time went on. Tim faithfully 
served on several Gray Horse  
Dance Committees. 

He was an adventurer and 
a dealer in antiques, jewel-
ry and all things desirable. 
He traveled far and wide in 
search of collectibles, buying 
and selling at swap meets 
and antique shows, making  
life-long friends. 

Tim was preceded in death 

by his paternal grandparents, 
Eves and Rose Ware Tallchief 
and maternal grandparents, 
Edgar and Hellen Scott Mak-
er; his mother, Aileen Maker 
Tallchief; his father, Andrew 
Brandon Tallchief; aunt Doris 
Maker Womack, uncle Ben-
ny Womack, his wife Mary 
Dell Reid Tallchief, a son, 
Mark Tallchief, a half-sister,  
Delores Tallchief. 

Tim is survived by a sister, 
Andrea Ann Tallchief; neph-
ews Talons Goode and Tonkah 
Goode of Fairfax; brother-in-
law Max Merhoff; a daughter, 
Marcella Tallchief; and niec-
es Jessica Merhoff and Faith 
Underwood, all of Wichita, 
Kansas. Tim is also survived 
by numerous maternal and 
paternal cousins, friends and 
swap meet and antique bud-
dies from Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Texas, New Mexico and Lord 
knows where else. 

Tim is missed and loved by 
all who knew him. It is with 
regret that we were not able to 
say good-bye. 

A memorial service will be 
held at a time when we can all 
come together again.

Byron Anthony Mills, Jr.
Byron Anthony Mills Jr., 

of Norman, OK, passed away 
unexpectedly on Friday, April 
3, 2020. He was born on Sep-
tember 11, 1950, in Pawhus-
ka, OK to father, Byron A. 
Mills Sr. and mother, Mamie 
Marie Big Eagle. Byron was 
a proud member of the Osage 
Nation, where he participated 
in ceremonial dances for many 
years. He was an intelligent 
and funny man and a wonder-
ful storyteller. Byron had the 
opportunity to live, work, and 
travel to many different plac-
es in his lifetime. He was an 
avid golfer and pool player and 
loved history and the blues. 
He was most proud of grad-
uating from The University 
of Oklahoma with his bache-
lor’s degree and was a lifelong  
Sooner fan.

Byron is survived by his 
daughter, Melody Wuest (Nick 
McNutt) of Sheboygan, WI, 

four grandchildren, Keane 
Schmidt, Ethan Schmidt, 
Tristan Schmidt, and Elles-
sandra Schmidt, and one 
great-granddaughter, Kin-
leigh Schmidt. Byron is fur-
ther survived by his sister, 
Delores Elliott (Tim), of Nor-
man, OK, and nieces, Tammy 
Arce (Greg), and Connie Cav-
in, also of Norman, OK. He is 
also survived by his dear friend 

Maggie Milliken, of Norman, 
OK, cousins, a grandniece and 
grandnephew, and other rela-
tions throughout the country. 
Byron was preceded in death 
by his father and mother, and 
one nephew, Tracey Cavin.

Byron will be laid to rest 
beside his father and moth-
er in Pawhuska, OK. A me-
morial service for Byron will 
be held at a later date, when 
people are able to congregate 
once again. Well-wishers may 
contact the family through 
the funeral home website at 
www.tribute.care. Memori-
al donations may be made 
in Byron’s name directly to 
the University of Oklahoma  
football program.

The family wishes to thank 
the first responders of Nor-
man, OK, Norman Regional 
Healthplex Hospital, and Dr. 
Kumar Ennamuri and his staff 
for their many years of com-
passionate and excellent care.

Martha Louise Hill
Submitted by Family

Martha Louise Hill, known 
as “Louise” or “Lenora”, was a 
resident of Bartlesville, Okla-
homa, and a devoted member 
to The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. At age 
65, Louise left this earth to be 
with our Heavenly Father and 
her beloved mother and father 
on April 15th, 2020.

She is survived by her son 
George Hill and his wife Jessi-
ca Hill, their children Audrey, 
Logan, Savannah, and Cora, 
as well as sister Melinda Hill, 
niece Christina Surls and hus-
band Matt Surls, niece Wendi 
Bluemel and husband Pascal 
Bluemel, great-nephew Hagen 
Bristol, and countless addition-
al family members and broth-
ers and sisters of The Church.

Louise was born to Chris-

tine and Wilbur Hill on August 
14th, 1954, in El Paso, Texas, 
and raised in Chautauqua, 
Kansas. Throughout her life, 
Louise was a crafter at heart 
and she enjoyed fabric paint-
ing and knitting gifts for fami-
ly and friends, almost as much 
as she loved singing silly songs 
and rocking in her rocking 
chair. Listening to bird calls 
while swinging and practicing 

embroidery were among her 
other passions in life.

In recent years, Louise had 
been refining her singing skills 
and had hoped to hold a con-
cert for her beloved family and 
friends sometime soon. Due to 
the current Covid-19 virus out-
break there will be no viewing 
or public services. The family 
will hold a small and intimate 
graveside service. In lieu of 
flowers, Louise’s family re-
quests that donations be made 
to Bartlesville Health and 
Rehab Community, 3434 SE 
Kentucky Place, Bartlesville,  
OK 74006.

Services were under the di-
rection of Carter Davis and the 
Davis Family Funeral Home- 
Dewey Chapel. Online condo-
lences and remembrances may 
be shared at www.DavisFami-
lyFuneralHome.com.

John Hutchison
Submitted by Family

John DeRay Hutchison 
passed peacefully from this 
life on March 13, 2020, at 
home with his wife by his side. 
He was born in Bartlesville, 
OK to Charles Hutchison and 
Betty Elsey and was preceded 
in death by both and his step-
father, Fred Hicks. He is the 
great, great-grandson of Cy-
prian Terrian and Susan Cap-
tain Terrian.  

He met his wife, Dixie, 
while attending College High 
and they were married a year 
after he graduated. They had 
two daughters, Kim and Kel-
ly. At the age of 26, he was 
transferred to Kansas City 
with Phillips 66. He later went 
to work for ACE Glass. At the 
age of 40, he started and built 
his own business, Dixie Glass 
Company, named after his 
wife. After his daughters grad-
uated from college, they both 
worked at the family business 
until he retired. 

He loved to travel with the 

family and took extensive road 
trips, visiting no less than 
15 states, Canada and Mexi-
co before the girls graduated 
from high school. They hiked, 
horse backed, river rafted and 
helicopter over and through 
mountain ranges of several  
National Parks.

John and Dixie continued 

their travels throughout the 
United States, Hawaii, Ireland 
and France. Together they 
went ballroom dancing, skiing, 
and when home, gardened and 
created an oasis. John was an 
avid outdoorsman and photog-
rapher, but his lifelong hobby 
was golf.  

He also gave his time to the 
Abdallah Shrine and was a re-
serve police officer for the City 
of Prairie Village.  

He was proud of his Osage 
heritage and shared his ances-
try with his daughters.

John was blessed in matri-
mony to his loving wife Dixie 
for nearly 60 years of his life.  

He is survived by his wife, 
Dixie Hutchison (Agee), daugh-
ters Kelly Hutchison and Kim 
Hutchison Young (Randy) and 
his beloved grandson Garrett 
Young (Hannah).

Due to the COVID-19 shel-
ter in place mandates by the 
state of Kansas, a memori-
al service is to be held later  
this summer.

Julia Neff
Submitted by Family

Julia Neff was healed and 
made whole Wednesday eve-
ning, April 8, 2020, at the age 
of 83. At the time of her pass-
ing, Julia Ann affectionately 
known as “Judy” had resided 
at the Fairfax Manor Nursing 
Home in Fairfax, Oklahoma 
for the past year. 

She was the daughter of the 
late Howard Howell “Sudie” 
and Jean Leona (Case) Wilson, 
born on Friday, September 25, 
1936, in Oklahoma City, Okla. 
and welcomed home to Fair-
fax by big brother John. Julia 
received her education and 
diploma from Fairfax Public 
Schools.

Julia was a proud member 
of the Osage Nation on her pa-
ternal side of the family, her 
father Howard was an original 
allottee. As a young lady, she 
was an active member of the 
First Osage Baptist Church in 
Fairfax.

On Monday, November 10, 

1952, she married the love of 
her life, Joseph Edward Neff 
in Bartlesville, Okla. Their 
first home was in the Gray-
horse community. The family 
relocated to Fairfax, and then 
in the late 1960’s to Skia-
took, joining the First Baptist 
Church there. They shared 
55 wonderful years of mar-
riage before Joe’s passing in 
2007. Judy returned to Fair-
fax in April 2019 to be close to  
her daughter.    

Julia was a true homemak-
er. She loved her family more 
than anything and willingly 
sacrificed everything for them. 
She enjoyed sewing, creating 
wonderful ribbon work and 
Osage Dolls. Julia used her 
talent of sewing to enrich the 
lives of others, making lap 
quilts for charities as well as 
donating them to the local 
nursing homes for residents. 
She was a special lady with a 
heart of gold. Those who knew 

See OBItuarIes
—Continued  on Page 22
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Spread the word
I would like to share a feel-

ing of good days to come, if 
you watch the news all they 
talk about is bad things. 

I know we are all feeling 
of the devil, but my god is 
better than he.

Maybe you could find 
a verse or two to send to a 
friend or loved one to help 
them through these times. 
Here is a few I have to share 
with you:
John 3:16 and 17 Psalms 91

They stop us from meet-
ing in large groups for a 
while, but they are not able 
to stop us from believing and 
spreading the word of God. 

In Love I Write
This Letter to You

—Thomas J. Supernaw

her are going to miss her gentle sweet 
spirit and kind generous nature.

She leaves behind her cherished 
daughter Julia “Leaf” Mushrush of 
Fairfax; dear granddaughters Marcy 
Barton of Dallas, Texas, Jamie Brice 
of Hattieville, Ark., Megan Wall of 
Stanford, Cali.; adored grandson 
Kendall Barton and wife Elizabeth 
of Beebe, Ark. Also survived by awe-
some great grandchildren: Hunter 
and Pate Wall of Durant, Okla., Aus-
tin Brice of Hattieville, Ark., Bailey 
and Laken Barton of Beebe, Ark.; de-
voted nephew, George Franklyn Neff 
and wife Tomasine of Fairfax and 
numerous other loving family and 
close friends.

She joins in Heaven her parents; 
her husband; her three sons; infant 
twin sons and their older brother 
Joseph Wilson Neff; and her brother 
John L. Wilson.

Graveside service was held Fri-
day, April 10, 2020 at the Fairfax 
City Cemetery, Pastor Russ Hughes 
officiated. Following services, she 
was laid to rest beside her husband 
Joe under the kind direction of Hun-
saker Wooten Funeral Home.

Casket bearers were John Neff, Ja-
son Neff, Burgess Shaw, Kirk Shaw, 
Adam Anderson and Pete Anderson. 
Honorary Bearer, Russell Neff.

The family would like to thank 
Doctor Graham and the staff at Fair-
fax Manor for their loving care they 
provided during her last days.    

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Physicians Choice Hospice 
or the charity of your choice.

During this time, please leave 
memories and online condolences at 
our website: www.hunsakerwooten-
funeralhome.com.

Julia’s indomitable spirit encour-
aged her family and friends to per-
sist in the face of many struggles.

OBItuarIes 
–from Page 21

Gaming Enterprise Board, 
said the board was looking 
at taking additional preven-
tative measures once public 
health conditions allow for 
the casinos to be reopened 
safely. Along with plans to 
have more hand sanitizer 
available for patrons, Simms 
said social distancing will be 
taken into account with ad-
ditional space put between 
games on the floor. 

In the meantime, he is 
hoping for the virus to peak 
soon in order to minimize 
how long employees are 
forced to take furlough days.     

“We’re hoping to open 
back up in May,” Simms 
said. “This was a hard de-
cision. You’re having to 
furlough people and their 
families as well.

“It makes me want to cry.”

FurlOughs 
–from Page 1

bers, “Fellowship, catching up, good food. Osage 
being spoken by native speakers.” 

On recent Election Days, I’ve visited with 
friends, met candidates and watched children 
play in the evening light. I remember driving 
into the Osage with Kathryn Red Corn and 
then, going to the Cultural Center to vote. It 
was on an Election Day years ago, waiting for 
election results that I learned that ticks will fall 
from the trees, something I missed during the 
years I lived in central Texas. 

Maybe Osages’ comfort with social media, es-
pecially Facebook, is a continuation of our love 
of family portraits from the early days of pho-
tography. Maybe it is another affirmation of the 
Wah Zha Zhi people and the way we make our 
way through the challenges that face us.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, 
please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shan-
non Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 
74056 or send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov. Letters must be respectful and informative 
to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, 
clarity and space.
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Hun-Kah Session was ONCR 
20-15 (sponsored by Congress-
woman Shannon Edwards) – “A 
resolution to honor Archie Ma-
son and express appreciation 
and gratitude to him for his 
service to the Osage People as 
a member of the Osage Nation 
Congress from 2006-2020.” 

Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic prompting healthcare 
officials to recommend social 
and physical distancing guide-
lines, the Congressional ses-
sion took place by video and 
teleconference means. Follow-
ing the final session day’s votes 
on other legislative items, Ed-
wards presented ONCR 20-15. 
Afterward, the fellow Congress 
members expressed their grat-
itude and heartfelt thanks to 
Mason before unanimously 
passing the resolution. 

“In his almost 14-year ten-
ure as an Osage Nation elect-
ed official, Congressman 
Mason has always promoted 
the Osage Nation government 
and its structure, (Mason) has 
continuously sponsored and 
supported legislation promot-
ing the health, education and 
social services of the Osage 
Nation,” Edwards said in  
the resolution.

In his Congressional service, 
Mason was elected by his peers 
as the first Speaker and served 
from 2006 to 2010 and again in 
2016. He has served on every 
Congressional committee and 
was elected chairman for the 
committees of health/ social 
services, education and govern-
ment operations. Also during 
his tenure, Mason sponsored 
an appropriation bill to build 
the current Grayhorse village 
arbor in 2012 and sponsored a 
2018 bill to appropriate an ad-

ditional $1.1 million for costs to 
build a new Grayhorse commu-
nity building, which is sched-
uled for completion this spring.     

In the resolution, Edwards 
said: “Archie L. Mason serves 
as Head Committeeman for the 
Grayhorse I’lon-sch-ka Com-
mittee, has clan naming rights 
and is Cedar Chief for the Big 
Hill People, as senior member 
of the Mason family; and as a 
person of Osage and Cherokee 
descent, (Mason) has long ad-
vocated for and continues to 
support both Osage and Chero-
kee culture, language, history, 
life, values, customs, rituals 
and traditions and the Osage 
Nation is indebted to (Mason) 
for his life-long commitment to 
the Osage Nation, its govern-
ment and its People.”

Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn said “it has been 
my pleasure to serve with Con-
gressman Mason … when I 
was Speaker, he was a person 
I could depend on, rely on and 
if I needed to talk to somebody 
that would help me work my 
problems out, it was Congress-
man Mason and I will be forev-
er be grateful and thankful for 
the kindness that he showed  
to me.”

Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox said Mason “helped to make 
us all better Congress people 
and we love you and we will 
miss you and we wish noth-
ing but the best for you – God 
bless.”

Congresswoman Brandy 
Lemon said to Mason “there are 
not enough words to express my 
feelings … Your strength in the 
Good Lord also helps me know 
that we are heading in the right 
direction and you helped us get 
there, sir.”

Congressman RJ Walker re-
calls when he was first elected, 
he felt honored to serve with 
Mason. “It’s been an honor 

and a privilege, all these great 
things … your legacy will go on 
forever. Thanks Archie.”

Congressman John Mak-
er noted he’s shared an office 
with Mason since he was first 
elected in 2012 and “I learned 
so much from him that first 
year, I could never repay him 
for all the things that he taught 
me about how this Congress is 
supposed to work …  I relied on 
his wisdom and knowledge and 
he has brought something to 
this government and this new 
Nation that we could never re-
pay him for all the things that 
he’s done.”

Congressman Scott Bighorse 
said he admired Mason’s “love 
of being Osage” and looked for-
ward to seeing Mason at future 
Inlonshka dances.

Congressional Speaker Joe 
Tillman thanked Mason “for 
your loyalty, your dedication, 
your first-class behavior as a 
gentleman, I have respect for 
you and admiration for you. 
Congressman Mason always 
said to the legislative body and 
to the Congressional members 
as we would meet here through-
out the days that ‘this is our 
house! We are the legislative 
body of the Osage Nation’ and 
I will never ever forget that. I 
will miss you, my friend.”

In closing, Edwards, who 
was also elected in 2006 with 
Mason, shared a memory of the 
First ON Congress left with 
the task of building the Leg-
islative Branch from scratch, 

which took “time and time 
and time again to put together 
and to figure it out and Con-
gressman Mason was at the 
front and center of that … We 
spent 256 days working to get 
our government started, that 
commitment, that dedication 

that Congressman Mason gave 
has never wavered in 14 years  
of service.”

During the roll call vote 
on ONCR 20-15, all 12 mem-
bers voted “yes,” with Lemon 
also voicing Mason’s famous 
“Amen!” he used at end of com-
mittee meetings he’s chaired 
through the years. After com-
mittee meetings – especially 
those stretching two or more 

hours – Mason concluded the 
meetings countless times by 
asking fellow members: “Those 
in favor of adjournment, signi-
fy by saying Amen!”

As for retirement from tribal 
office, Mason said he will still 
keep busy. 

“New adventures and explo-
rations await me and excite 
me,” Mason said. “My ‘buck-
et list’ is full. I may be old in 
years, but young in heart and 
mind. All my thanks go to Fa-
ther God as he has blessed me 
and privileged me in the role 
of an Osage Nation Congress-
man. God Bless our Osage Na-
tion and its people.”

Osage News 2007 File Photo

Congressman Archie Mason was elected the first Congressional Speaker 
under the Nation’s new government in 2006. 

Osage News 2008 File Photo

Congressman Archie Mason, bottom row, third from left, with the rest of the 1st Osage Nation Congress.

Osage News File Photo

Reverend Archie Mason served as Chaplin of the Day at the Oklahoma 
State Legislature in 2014.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Members of the Sixth Osage Nation Congress at the 2019 Pawhuska Inlonshka, from left: Alice Goodfox (Hom-
iny Cook), Joe Tillman (Grayhorse Committeeman), Archie Mason (Grayhorse Head Committeeman), Scott Big-
Horse (Pawhuska Singer) and Angela Pratt (Hominy Cook). 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Many will miss seeing Congressman Archie Mason in the legislative 
chambers. He always greeted everyone with a handshake, a smile and 
asked how they were doing.
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