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Osage Casinos closed its doors to the public on March 18 in an effort to stop the spread of the novel coronavirus COVID-19. 

Osage Casinos suspends hotel and
gaming operations until further notice
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Gaming Enter-
prise Board unanimous-
ly passed an emergency 
resolution to suspend ho-

tel and gaming opera-
tions at all seven casinos 
starting at 11:59 p.m. 
March 18, until  
further notice.

“We weighed this de-
cision heavily because of 

the impact it will have on 
the Osage Nation,” said 
Byron Bighorse, CEO of 
Osage Casinos in a press 
release. “However, the 
health and safety of our 
employees and guests is 

our top priority. We are 
in a time when the en-
tire community needs to 
pull together for what 
is best, and that is pre-

Chief Standing Bear
declares state of emergency 
and sends non-essential
personnel home
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

P r i n c i p a l 
Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear 
declared a Pub-
lic Health State 
of Emergency 
on March 19. 
Following that 
declaration all 
non-essential 
Osage Nation employees were directed to work 
from home. 

All doors to Osage Nation campus buildings, 
except for the Wahzhazhe Health Center, are 
closed to the public. 

“The office buildings are closed but we are 
still open by telephone and email. We have es-
sential staff working in the buildings and most 
others are working from home,” Standing Bear 
said. “We have just restricted access to buildings. 
Except for the Wahzhazhe Health Center, which 
is open but has the Triage tent and controls  
in place.”

The state of emergency will continue at 
a minimum until April 6, if not longer, he 
said. Any personnel over the age of 60 or with 
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Osage Nation Election Office

The Osage Nation Election Office held a drawing on March 20 for the order in which the candidates will appear 
on the ballot. 

Election Office video records drawing for 
candidate name placement on 2020 ballot
Benny Polacca
Osage News 

The Osage Nation Election 
Office held a March 20 draw-
ing to determine the order of 
Congressional candidate name 

placements on the June 1 gen-
eral election ballot.

With the Coronavirus 
COVID-19 spread prompting 
ON offices to close to the pub-
lic, the election staff conducted 
the drawing at their Pawhus-

ka office, which was recorded 
and is available for YouTube 
viewing on the “Osage Elec-
tions” channel. The drawing is 
typically held with an in-per-

Candidates extend
their campaigns online 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

With the novel coronavirus COVID-19 and safety measures 
for the country top of mind, the Osage Nation General Election 
is moving forward. 

“Social distancing,” mandatory business closures and direc-
tives to stay home have upended and changed lives. This new 
normal is also changing how Osage candidates campaign.

In past elections it was almost customary that candidates kick 
off their campaigns with a dinner or gathering of some kind. 
This year, only a few candidates scheduled their dinners before 
the community became alarmed by the virus. One by one, can-
cellation notices for dinners, meet-and-greets, and other events 
were posted on candidates’ campaign sites. Out of state meetings 
were canceled, taking away an opportunity for new candidates 
to introduce themselves to out-of-state voters.

Candidates are turning to social media to campaign. They are 
posting videos, going Live on Facebook, and having discussions 
with potential voters on Osage community pages.

As for the upcoming election on June 1, the Osage Nation 
Election Office will be doing its best to accommodate those voters 
who prefer to practice social distancing. 

“If you are concerned about the spread of COVID-19 and 
in-person voting, we highly encourage voters to request an ab-
sentee ballot,” said Alexis Rencountre, Osage Nation Elections 
Supervisor. “The deadline to request an absentee ballot is April 
17th by the close of business. If the current health situation 
changes closer to the election, you can still surrender your ab-
sentee ballot vote at the polling site and vote in person.” 

To download an Absentee Ballot Request Form, visit https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections/voter- 
information

Social Media  
With Osage tribal members staying home for the time being, 

the use of technology among potential voters will be more im-
portant now than ever. 

The good news, every candidate utilizes social media, whether 
it’s on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. Below is a list of candi-
date pages that can be found on social media.

Facebook

• Michael Bristow: Personal page and Michael Bristow 
Campaign

Osage News DebatesOsage News Debates
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Congressional Hun-Kah 
Session in question amid 
COVID-19 outbreak
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With coronavirus COVID-19 spreading concerns at issue, 
Osage Nation Congressional Speaker Joe Tillman declared 
an emergency for the Legislative Branch by directing the 
Congressional offices to be closed to the public and plans are 
underway to come up with 
alternative meeting proce-
dures for the 2020 Hun-Kah 
Session starting March 30.

The 12-member Sixth ON 
Congress is slated to con-
vene for the 24-day spring 
session, which is one of two 
regular sessions mandated 
by the 2006 Osage Consti-
tution. But with the rapidly 
changing and evolving sit-
uation on the coronavirus 
spread, the Congressional Affairs Committee discussed ses-
sion alternatives at a March 18 meeting.

“The coronavirus disease known as COVID-19 has spread 
throughout the United States and continues to do so, inching 
closer to the territorial borders of the Osage Nation,” Tillman 
said in his statement. “The people at highest risk for severe 
symptoms and even death are elders and those with under-
lying health conditions. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) recommends canceling all gatherings of 
more than 10 people for organizations that serve older citi-
zens. There are Members of Congress that fall into the high-
risk category and other Members who regularly care for elder 
family members that are also high risk. I make this Emergen-
cy Declaration to let our Members and the public know that 
we are taking this pandemic seriously as a real threat to our 
communities.”

On March 16, Tillman said the Congressional offices in the 
ON Capitol Building along Pawhuska’s Main Street will be 
closed to the public until further notice due to the coronavirus 
spread. In the meantime, Congressional staff and members 
are available by phone and email.

As of March 23, the Oklahoma State Department of Health 
reported there are 81 in-state positive cases of coronavirus 
and two deaths, which was reported by local media. At press 
time, there were no positive cases in Osage County.  

“With that in mind the Osage Nation Congress will be con-
sidering options for delaying or utilizing alternate procedures 
for meetings over the next few weeks, including on how to 
proceed with our Constitutional duty to hold a regular legis-
lative session that is set to begin on March 30,” Tillman said. 
“As we consider those options I am aware that none will be 
ideal, but we must put the safety of our elders and those with 
underlying health conditions first in a time when the risk of 
contracting COVID-19 could prove deadly.”

At the meeting and at Tillman’s invitation, Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center CEO and former Congressman Dr. Ron Shaw 
spoke with the committee. “In the wake of multiple closures, 
governmental closures, court proceedings that have been 
closed or abbreviated, all of a sudden what I would have 
scoffed at a month ago, all of a sudden I’m busy implementing 
up there at the clinic to try and reduce and contain any future 
cases that may confront the clinic. As far as session, I think 
your very best method is to develop a video conferencing mode 
where you can – I don’t know if that’s allowed by Congressio-
nal rules, I’ll leave that up to you to decide – but I think that 
presents the least risk … including those guests that come 
in, if there’s a remote site for which they could comment by 
Zoom or Skype or what ever appropriate videoconferencing,” 
Shaw said.

Another method to consider with risks would be to allow 
session to continue as normal, but to require screening of all 
Congress members and staff beforehand each day and to re-
strict the number of people in those sessions and committee 
meetings, Shaw said. Any person with a fever and symptoms 
should not be allowed in the Congressional office, Shaw said 
of this method, noting WHC staff are screened like other 
healthcare facilities.

Congresswoman Alice Goodfox expressed concern for logis-
tics if screening is done for Congress members before session. 
She also raised concerns about fairness because other govern-
ment employees are working and are not being screened. “I 
don’t want to go the route of doing something for us, ourselves 
elected officials and our employees, that is not being provided 
to all departments of the Nation,” Goodfox said.

Congressman Eli Potts noted the bare minimum of CA 
committee members to make a quorum was physically pres-



Osage News • osagenews.org April 2020 5

Osage News File Photo

The Fourth Osage Minerals Council declared a State of Emergency on 
March 16 and a stay was enacted on all non-essential spending. 

Minerals Council declares 
state of emergency; stay 
enacted on all non- 
essential spending
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

With oil prices bottoming 
out nationwide in part due 
to the spread of the novel 
coronavirus, the Osage Min-
erals Council has declared 
a state of emergency for the  
mineral estate. 

Chairman Everett Waller is-
sued the announcement March 
16. Under the terms of the dec-
laration, council offices will be 
closed to the public for 30 days 
and a stay has been enacted 
on all non-essential spending. 
The council’s March 18 regular 
meeting has been canceled and 
all previously scheduled busi-
ness postponed until April 3 at 
the earliest. 

After 30 days, the council 
will reassess after consulta-
tion with local public health 
officials. As of March 16, there 
are not any COVID-19 cases 
in Osage County. However, 
both Kay and Tulsa counties 
do have at least one case each. 
Furthermore, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion are discouraging gather-
ings of more than 50 people or 
in spaces where people will be 
in close contact.  

Although the offices will be 
closed to the public, full council 
and committee meetings will 
continue to be live-streamed 

through the Osage Nation’s 
website and YouTube. 

“It is the intent of the Osage 
Minerals Council to follow the 
protocols established by our 
Osage Nation leadership in 
protecting the public,” Waller 
wrote in the announcement. 
“In the meantime, the council 
will look to the federal govern-
ment’s emergency provisions 
to determine what resources 
are available to our annuitants 
in this critical time.” 

At the time of the announce-
ment, the highest posted price 
for a barrel of oil was $25, down 
more than $3 from March 13 
and $30 from a year ago. 

Domestic oil prices dropped 
almost 25 percent on March 9 
after Saudi Arabia announced 
its intent to increase produc-
tion, despite international 
concerns that the COVID-19 
pandemic could spark a global 
economic downturn. The feder-
al government has announced 
its plans to buy crude for the 
nation’s strategic petroleum 
reserve to help cushion the 
blow, prompting a 5 percent 
uptick in prices. 

At the close of business on 
March 16, the average pump 
price of regular unleaded gas-
oline was below $2 a gallon 
across more than half of Okla-
homa, with some stations re-
porting prices as low as $1.23 
per gallon. 

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center
establishes task force to
minimize risk of Coronavirus
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News  

The novel coronavirus has 
made its way to northeastern 
Oklahoma. 

On March 6, officials with 
the Tulsa County Health 
Department and the Okla-
homa Health Department 
confirmed the state’s first 
case of COVID-19. 

The man in question is a 
Tulsa County resident who 
recently traveled to Italy, 
which has about 9,100 con-
firmed cases of the virus as 
of March 10. He returned to 
Tulsa on Feb. 23 via Tulsa 
International Airport and did 
not start showing any symp-
toms until Feb. 29. He is un-
der home quarantine, as are 
the members of his immedi-
ate family. 

A second case was con-
firmed by the Tulsa County 
Health Department on March 
10. A woman in her mid-20s, 
she also traveled to Italy but 
has no known connections to 
the other confirmed case. The 
University of Tulsa has since 
gone to online classes only 
through April 5, as she is an 
immediate family member of 
a current student. 

Common symptoms in-
clude coughing, shortness of 
breath and fever. They can 
appear anywhere from two to 
14 days after initial exposure. 
No vaccines are available at 
this time. As of March 8, 78 
state and local public health 
labs across all 50 states now 
have the capacity to test up to 
75,000 people for COVID-19. 

Internationally, public 
health officials are still learn-
ing more about the virus 
daily. That learning curve 
includes more specifics as to 
who is at an elevated risk 
and how it is spread other 
than close contact with an 
infected person or respira-
tory droplets sprayed when 
an infected person coughs  
or sneezes.  

“The most important thing 
that we can do as Tulsans 
is to focus on what we can 
control,” Tulsa Mayor GT 
Bynum said. “That is pre-
venting infection, not just for 

this, but for any number of  
respiratory viruses. 

“That means washing 
hands frequently. If we are 
sick, we should stay home. 
Don’t try to tough it out 
and go to work and make 
everyone else sick. Just  
stay home.” 

As part of an $8.3 billion 
supplemental appropriation 
to address the outbreak, $40 
million has been earmarked 
for tribes, urban Indian 
organizations and Indian  
Health Services. 

Osage Task Force
Citing concerns about 

spreading the virus via trav-
el, the executive committee 
for the United Indian Tribes 
of Oklahoma, Kansas and 
Texas canceled the organiza-
tion’s spring quarterly meet-
ing scheduled for March 19 
in Wyandotte, Oklahoma. 
A handful of tribes nation-
ally are restricting govern-
ment-funded travel to states 
with confirmed cases, includ-
ing the Osage.

“Per an Emergency Man-
agement meeting in conjunc-
tion with the County Health 
Department and the Wah-
Zha-Zhe Health Center, it 
has been determined to limit 
travel out of state, especially 
to those states most affected 
by the Coronavirus,” wrote 
Director of Operations Chris-
tian Johnson in a March 2 
email to ON employees. “If 
your travel is not a require-
ment of your federal funding 
agreement, there is no need 
to travel … This is a precau-
tionary measure meant to 
protect our employees.”

Should the virus make its 
way across the county line, 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center in Pawhuska has 
established a task force to 
minimize the risk of further 
spread. A risk assessment 
protocol is being developed 
and steps are being taken to 
make sure the clinic’s isola-
tion room meets quarantine 
standards. The health cen-
ter’s Facebook page will post 
regular updates for its pa-
tients and community. 

Additionally, just hours 
before the first Oklahoma 

case was confirmed, Osage 
Minerals Council Chairman 
Everett Waller asked the rest 
of the council to temporarily 
refrain from out of state gov-
ernment-related travel.

“The California tribes have 
gone to a state of emergency,” 
he said. “We need to be seri-
ous about this.”

20 seconds
To help minimize the 

spread of COVID-19, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommend 
hand washing for at least 
20 seconds after using the 
bathroom, touching one’s 
face or sneezing. Twenty sec-
onds is roughly the length of 
time needed to sing “Happy 
Birthday” twice or one time 
through the choruses of the 
following songs:

• “Livin’ on a Prayer” by 
Bon Jovi

• “Jolene” by Dolly Parton

• “Africa” by Toto and 
covered in 2018 by 
Weezer

• “Mr. Brightside” by The 
Killers

• “Stayin’ Alive” by the Bee 
Gees

• “Thriller” by Michael 
Jackson

Osage citizens organize to 
help at-risk populations in 
preparation for COVID-19 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Soon, there could be Osage 
volunteers bringing groceries, 
medication, information and 
more to your front doorstep. 

A grassroots organization 
called the “Osage Volunteer 
Community Response Group 
– Covid,” formed on Facebook 
March 15 and within four 
hours had more than 70 mem-
bers. Spearheaded by Osage 
artist Dante Biss-Grayson, 
the group is public and invit-
ing more Osages to join their 
cause.

“Please forward to anyone 
who wants to volunteer and 
help out during the Covid Re-
sponse,” Biss-Grayson posted. 
“Focus will be Osage Commu-
nity Members in need during 
this time.”

He said the group’s focus 
will fall under the Wah-Zha-
Zhi Health Center’s efforts 
and Village Committees for 
support. The health center es-
tablished a task force to mini-
mize the risk of further spread 
and they are also developing a 
risk assessment protocol. 

The community group will 
focus on elders and at-risk 
populations “for the pending 
surge of patients and econom-
ic turmoil that is involved  
with Covid.” 

Tribal member Lisa Myers 
has volunteered to be the li-
aison for the group with the 
health center. 

The group is immediately 
working on the following:

• Assessing the needs of the 
three Villages and Osage 
groups outside Osage 
County

• Donation locations, places 
to store donations, trucks 
for deliveries

• Forming a legal and 
legislation development 
team for additional 
resources for any staff or 
Osages placed on home 
quarantine, or similar 

• Prayer for their efforts

The Oklahoma State De-
partment of Health report-
ed on March 15 that there 
were eight confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Oklahoma, in-
cluding counties bordering 
Osage County. Kay County 
had one confirmed case and 
Tulsa County had three. 

The OSDH call center for 
COVID-19 is (877) 215-8336. 
For daily updates on the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Cen-
ter’s response, follow their 
Facebook page at facebook.
com/pg/WHCqualitycare/
posts/?ref=page_internal.

Board of Education votes for distance
learning to close out school year
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY — Start-
ing April 6, all public schools 
in Oklahoma will finish out 
the 2019-2020 school year via 
distance learning. 

In an effort to stem the 
spread of the novel coronavi-
rus, the state Board of Educa-
tion voted 7-0 on March 25 to 
end in-person instruction for 
all public schools for the rest 
of the school year. Instead, ev-
ery school district is required 
to submit a distance learning 
plan for approval to the state 
Department of Education, with 
instruction to start by April 6. 

In order to address student 
needs and community resourc-
es, state officials acknowledged 
those instructional plans will 
look wildly different among 
the more than 500 districts 
across Oklahoma. 

Acknowledging that many 
school districts are in areas 
without reliable universal in-
ternet access or cellular signal, 
state school board members re-
iterated several times during 
the meeting that that “dis-
tance learning” does not auto-

matically mean online classes 
across the board. Instead, they 
asked districts to be creative 
and for communities to pitch 
in wherever safely possible. 

Surveys were sent out to 
district leaders to ascertain 
community internet access 
and talks are underway with 
the Oklahoma Educational 
Television Authority to air 
supplemental material during 
daytime broadcast hours.

“Although this is a very diffi-
cult decision to make, health is 
the top priority,” board mem-
ber Carlisha Williams Bradley 
said. “This calls on our com-
munities to support districts. 
We do have to think about the 
students who don’t have access 
and the parents who may still 
be working who need addition-
al supports from the communi-
ty at this time.”

With additional waivers ap-
proved regarding academic cal-
endars and daily instructional 
time, each local school district 
will determine its end date. In 
a typical school year, students 
are required to be in school for 
at least six hours per day and 
academic calendars must be at 
least either 1,080 instructional 
hours or 180 days long. 

However, simply “opting 
out” for instruction in April 
and May is not an option. 

“We are not going to allow 
districts to say, ‘This is too 
much. We’re done,’” state Su-
perintendent Joy Hofmeister 
said. 

As worded, the order explic-
itly calls for school buildings to 
be closed other than for essen-
tial services, including main-
tenance, security, student 
enrollment, staff to provide 
or facilitate distance learning 
for students and child nutri-
tion. More than 60 percent 
of Oklahoma’s public school 
students qualify for free or re-
duced price meals, prompting 
districts across the state to of-
fer grab and go meals starting 
March 23.

The order also explicitly sus-
pends all school-sponsored ex-
tracurricular activities for the 
rest of the academic year.  

The state school board’s or-
der does not apply to Dapos-
ka Ahnkodapi. However, on 
March 19, officials with the im-
mersion school posted to social 
media that both the school and 
its language nests are closed 
until further notice.

20 Seconds
Minimize the spread of 

COVID-19 by washing your hands 
while singing the following song 
choruses:

• Livin’ on a Prayer by Bon Jovi

• Jolene by Dolly Parton

• Africa by Toto and covered in 
2018 by Weezer

• Mr. Brightside by The Killers

• Stayin’ Alive by the Bee Gees 
(also a favorite for CPR)

• Thriller by Michael Jackson

• Love On Top by Beyoncé

• Landslide by Fleetwood Mac

• Karma Chameleon by Culture 
Club

• Raspberry Beret by Prince

• Love Shack by The B-52’s
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Wahzhazhe Health Center braces for 
surge of patients due to COVID-19

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

A triage tent is set up outside the front doors of the Wahzhazhe Health 
Center in Pawhuska. Patients will be screened for COVID-19 symptoms 
before they enter the clinic. 

New procedures:
1. A Triage tent is set up outside the entrance to assess the 

likelihood of disease and to minimize entrance into the clinic for 
unnecessary reasons - all who seek to enter the building will be 
asked to check-in at the tent

2. An isolation area within the waiting room designed to place the 
patients with respiratory illness while awaiting evaluation

3. You may be asked to wait in your car to be texted when you 
are ready to be seen to minimize wait and exposure within the 
clinic waiting room

4. Patients with administrative tasks in their clinic can pick up 
and drop off paperwork through the pharmacy drive-through 
window

5. We are requesting that our patients limit the number of people 
you bring with you or we ask that they wait outside or in the 
car if not necessary to your visit

6. We likely will begin rescheduling non-acute appointments by 
one to two months to minimize exposure, particularly those 
aged 60 and up

Wahzhazhe Health 
Center focus:
1. Evaluate possible cases 

and screen for other illness 
(influenza) and assess medical 
severity

2. Test those patients who meet 
criteria

3. Provide quarantine instruction 
to those who test positive and 
are not severely affected

4. Send the more severe cases 
to a hospital for a higher level 
of care

5. Minimize spread of the 
disease within the clinic from 
positive or suspected cases of 
COVID-19.

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Oklahoma State De-
partment of Health reported 
Osage County had its first 
positive case of COVID-19 on 
March 25. 

The OSDH declined to say 
the location of the positive 
case. They also said they don’t 
keep track of information by 
county and could not say how 
many kits have been distribut-
ed to Osage County. 

But, according to Dr. Ron 
Shaw, Wahzhazhe Health 
Center Chief Medical Officer, 
it was only a matter of time 
until there was a positive case.

“We’re just waiting for the 
surge,” Shaw said on March 
24. “Right now, we’re only 
testing people with fever and 

symptoms of pneumonia. 
That’s the Tier 1 testing, high 
priority. If we get more tests 
available, then we can test 
more patients.”

Shaw said the health cen-
ter is currently waiting on 250 
test kits to arrive this week. 
They already have 60 test kits 
available. He said on March 17 
they sent 8 tests for COVID-19 
to the commercial laborato-
ry they are using but have 
only received one test result 
back. It was negative. They 
are still waiting for the other  
seven results. 

Due to the backlog of test-
ing, he hopes the results will 
come back faster in the future. 
He said results should come 
back within 2-4 days.

The health center current-
ly employs 65 individuals, 
six medical providers and  
12 nurses.  

“We’re all waiting, we’re 
all nervous, and waiting to 

get the tests back. I suspect 
they will begin to come in this 
week,” he said. “We’ve had 

a relatively small number of 
people to be checked, consid-
ered for COVID-19 illness. 
We are treating every patient 
that comes through the door as 
though they could have it.”

A triage screening tent is 
set up in front of the health 
center to check for symptoms 
of COVID-19, which include 
fever, cough and shortness 
of breath. Patients are asked 
to wait in their vehicles until 
they are texted to come inside 
the clinic. There have been 
multiple preventative mea-
sures put in place throughout 
the clinic to protect staff. 

“Right now, we have a sup-
ply of masks. We’re running 
low on personal protective 
equipment. We’ve request-
ed gowns through the state,” 
Shaw said. 

The health center is not 
equipped with the staff or 
equipment to administer 

treatment for those infected 
with COVID-19. Shaw said 
it is their job to separate the 
mild from moderate symptom-
atic patients. 

In emergency cases, and 
if the patient can handle the 
trip, he will send them to 
Jane Phillips Medical Cen-
ter in Bartlesville, which is a 
30-minute car ride. “I would 
be afraid Pawhuska Hospital 
would be overwhelmed,” he 
said. A second option would be 
St. John’s Medical Center in 
Tulsa, which is an hour-long 
car ride.

“We haven’t seen the surge 
yet, but I don’t think Okla-
homa’s seen the surge yet,” 
he said. “If you only have 200 
cases in the state, it’s only a 
matter of time when we start 
to see more and hope we have 
everything in place before we 
see the surge. I still believe it’s 
going to happen.”

For more information call 
the Osage Nation Health Ser-

vices Coronavirus Hotline at 
(918) 287-0028. 

Oklahoma State Department of Health Situation
Update COVID-19 as of March 25, 2020

Congress members file legislation for March 30 Hun-Kah Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation 
Congress meets for its 2020 
Hun-Kah Session starting 
March 30 in Pawhuska for the 
first of two regular sessions 
held each year.

The 12-member Congress 
will meet to consider filed 
legislation and other matters 
brought for consideration of 
review and action as typi-
cally done in the 24-day reg-
ular sessions. But the 2020 
Hun-Kah Session will take 
place in a time of challenge 
with the world pandemic sit-
uation with the coronavirus 
COVID-19 spread.

With the growing concern 
for health and safety, the 
Congress will review and con-
sider unprecedented meeting 
alternative options when the 
session starts. Meeting op-
tions, including via electronic 

means (teleconference, vid-
eoconference, etc.) were dis-
cussed during the March 18 
Congressional Affairs Com-
mittee meeting. Any actions 
to amend the Congressional 
Rules with regard to the ses-
sion meeting days will require 
eight votes.

In the meantime, Congres-
sional bills and resolutions up 
for session consideration are 
being filed. As of March 25, 
the following legislative bills 
and resolutions have been 
filed:

• ONCA 20-02 (sponsored 
by Congressman Eli 
Potts) is a bill amending 
the Treasury law to 
require continuous access 
to financial records 
to the ON Congress 
and to add a penalty 
for preventing access. 
According to proposed 
law amendments, The 
Nation’s Treasurer or 

designee shall report 
regularly to the Principal 
Chief to advise on all 
financial matters and to 
fulfill written requests 
by the Congress in 
reasonable and timely 
manners. The proposed 
bill also adds an 
amendment to issue a 
$5,000 penalty per day to 
anyone who intentionally 
prevents or disrupts 
continuous access of 
financial records from the 
Treasury to the Congress.

• ONCA 20-09 (Potts) is 
a bill creating a budget 
impoundment process for 
the Nation. The proposed 
bill contains a disclaimer 
that nothing in the act 
or in any amendments 
shall be construed as 
asserting/ conceding the 
constitutional powers 
or limitations of either 
the Congress or the 

Principal Chief. The bill 
contains processes for the 
Principal Chief to follow 
for budgeted amounts 
not required to carry out 
full objectives or scope of 
departments/ programs. 
The bill also contains 
processes whenever the 
Principal Chief seeks 
to defer any budget 
authority provided for a 
specific purpose or project 
and deferrals shall be 
permissible to provide for 
contingencies.

• ONCA 20-10 (Potts) seeks 
to amend the Nation’s 
minimum wage act to 
increase the hourly pay 
rate for ON government 
employees from $11.50 
to $15.98. If passed, the 
minimum wage increase 
takes effect Oct. 1 when 
the 2021 fiscal year 
starts.     

• ONCA 20-11 (Potts) seeks 
to require all political 
contributions made on 
behalf of the Nation (to 
state/ national candidates 
and interests) to be 
funded, administered 
and awarded by a 
proposed Political 
Contributions Committee. 
The committee shall 
be comprised of two 
Legislative Branch 
representatives and 
two Executive Branch 
representatives with each 
serving a two-year term 
and a third Executive 
Branch representative 
shall be appointed to act 
as an administrator for 
the committee. The bill 
also proposes a $2,500 
penalty to be issued per 
occurrence to anyone who 
intentionally prevents or 

See legIslatIOn
—Continued  on Page 16
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son candidate workshop, 
which was also canceled 
and recorded with the video 
links emailed to all 15 can-
didates. 

Fifteen candidates are 
seeking six open Congres-
sional seats. Those elected 
positions each carry four-
year terms.

Election Supervisor Alex-
is Rencountre inserted fold-
ed pieces of paper containing 
the candidate names into a 
rotating clear plastic hopper 
and each name was drawn 
from the hopper door fol-
lowing several rotations to 
mix up the names. Election 
Board member Belle Wilson 
attended and witnessed the 
drawing in-person on the 
nearly seven-minute video.

The results of the draw-
ing order are:

1. Jodie Revard

2. Billy Keene

3. Melissa Dailey

4. Mary Jo Pratt

5. Michael Bristow

6. John Maker

7. Amanda Proctor

8. Pam Shaw

9. Joe Tillman

10. RJ Walker

11. Michael Kidder

12. Jim Trumbly

13. Maria Whitehorn

14. Colt Herren

15. Shannon Edwards
Rencountre said the can-

didates’ names will not con-
tain numbers next to them 
on the ballot. The video 
concluded and the Election 
Office later posted the writ-
ten ballot order results with 
signatures from Rencountre 
and Wilson.

Oklahoma board of education closes 
public schools until April 6
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. 
— Due to concerns over 
COVID-19, the Oklahoma 
board of education has ordered 
the mandatory closure of all 
accredited public schools in 
the state until April 6. 

In an emergency meeting 
on March 16, state Super-
intendent Joy Hofmeister 
said the move was out of an 
abundance of caution to pro-
tect families from the rapidly  
spreading virus. 

“This is not a simple deci-

sion that we are bringing this 
recommendation to you to-
day, and it will be challenging 
for many families,” she said. 
“Nothing takes precedence 
over the health and well-being 
of our people. Nothing.”

The decision to suspend in-
struction applies to all tradi-
tional public school districts, 
as well as brick and mortar 
and virtual charter schools. 
While classes are suspended, 
all school-sponsored extracur-
ricular activities for students, 
grading, professional develop-
ment sessions and other pro-
grams will all grind to a halt. 
Essential administrative du-

ties and maintenance will be 
allowed to continue. 

The state has received a 
waiver from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture to provide 
free meals in a non-group set-
ting to public school students 
eligible for free and reduced 
priced meals while districts 
are closed. An additional waiv-
er application is still pending 
to expand the meal service 
to cover more students un-
der the emergency school clo-
sure provisions of both the 
National School Lunch Pro-
gram’s Seamless Summer 
Option and the Summer Food  
Service Program.

Hofmeister also said the 
state would seek out any appli-
cable testing waivers, particu-
larly should the closure period 
be extended. 

“We are not going to ask 
children to come in and be 
assessed under these circum-
stances,” she said. 

Although the state board of 
education’s decision does not 
extend to the Osage Nation’s 
immersion school, Dapos-
ka Ahnkodapi followed suit 
and will remain closed until 
April 6. The language nests 
in Pawhuska, Fairfax, Hom-
iny and Skiatook will also be 
closed until April 6. 

School districts make meals available for 
students during school shutdowns
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

With classes suspended 
statewide through at least 
April 6, Oklahoma school dis-
tricts are making arrange-
ments to guarantee their 
students do not go hungry. 

As part of a March 16 emer-
gency school board meeting, 
state Superintendent Joy Hof-
meister announced that the 
state had received waivers 
from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to provide meals 
for students in a non-commu-
nal setting while districts are 
shut down due to the novel 
coronavirus.   

Starting March 23, Pawhus-
ka Public Schools will have 
free grab and go breakfasts 
and lunches available at the 
elementary school’s circle 
drive area to any student. 
Breakfast bags will be avail-
able from 8-9 a.m., while lunch 

is served from 11 a.m. through 
12:30 p.m. 

The district will also be 
delivering free meals to 
the following areas around 
Pawhuska while school is out 
due to the virus:

• Meadow Glenn Addition

• St. Paul and Old Highway 
99

• Ninth and Prudom

• Sunset and Bayliss

• 17th and Bighill

Meal deliveries will be in a 
labeled district vehicle with 
breakfast coming around 
8:30 a.m. and lunch around  
11:30 a.m.

Other area districts are 
also making similar arrange-
ments that will also start 
on March 23 and last until 
classes resume or as other  
changes warrant. 

In Skiatook, students can 
pick up meals Monday through 

Friday from 11 a.m. to noon 
in the First Baptist Church’s 
West Campus parking lot at 
825 W. Rogers Blvd. 

Woodland Public Schools 
will have grab and go meals 
available Monday through 
Thursday from 10-11 a.m. at 
the high school cafeteria in 
Fairfax and the middle school 
cafeteria in Ralston. 

Avant School will have a 
meal pickup line outside its 
cafeteria from 8-9 a.m. Partic-
ipating families are required 
to stay in their cars and have 
their students with them. In-
dividual arrangements are 
being made to accommodate 
rural bus riders. 

Anderson School near Sand 
Springs will have meals avail-
able from 8-10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday in its front 
parking lot. 

Barnsdall students can 
pick up breakfast and lunch 
from 8:30-9:30 a.m. Monday 

through Thursday at the ele-
mentary school cafeteria or the 
Assembly of God Church. Indi-
vidual delivery is available for 
out of town bus riders. 

Wynona Public Schools will 
have a drive through-style 
meal service available from 8-9 
a.m. and noon-1 p.m. on Third 
Street for all area students. 
Students who ride the bus into 
town can pick up their meals 
at their bus stop. Wynona fam-
ilies are also asked to let the 
district know as soon as pos-
sible about whether they have 
internet access at home in case 
web-based instruction is need-
ed to finish out the school year. 

Through a partnership 
with the local Ministerial Al-
liance, Shidler Schools will 
have curbside meal pick-up 
from 11 a.m. to noon Monday 
through Thursday at Shidler 
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venting the spread of this  
global pandemic.” 

According to the release, 
Osage executives will con-
tinue to monitor the sit-
uation. Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear 
said the Nation will work 
in tandem with health 
professionals, other trib-
al gaming operations and 
city and state officials. 

Possible effects 
of closure

The income derived 
from Osage Casinos funds 
the operations of the 
Osage Nation, which in-
clude the three branches 
of government. Within the 
Executive Branch there 
are nearly 500 employees 
and many of those em-
ployees’ salaries are fund-
ed by casino revenue. The 
casinos give the Nation a 
monthly distribution to 
pay for the Nation’s em-
ployees, department and 
program costs, matching 
funds for federal grants, 
and the payments for the 
health benefit card, the 
Plan F Medicare supple-
ment, the Part D Sub-
scription supplement, the 
Higher Education Scholar-
ship Fund and the Burial  
Assistance Fund. 

Standing Bear said 
the casinos have already 
made the monthly distri-
bution for March and have 
enough in reserve to make 
the monthly distribution 
for April, should the ca-
sinos be closed for more 
than two weeks. But, if 
the casinos are closed for 
more than 6 weeks, there 
will have to be some tough 
decisions made. 

“Byron Bighorse and I 
talked after today’s meet-
ing and he said if we can 
just keep it within two 
weeks, like the other 
tribes, he is going to rec-
ommend to the gaming 
board that we get the full 
distribution next month. 
If this goes on past the 
two weeks, the chairman 
of the gaming board said 
we all share in the bur-
den. We’re going to have to 
take this week by week,” 
Standing Bear said. “I’ve 
directed all Osage Nation 
employees all receive full 
pay and benefits for at 
least 30 days. So, hopeful-
ly this closure will be over 
by then, but if it’s not then 
we’re going to have to look 
at what we do after that.”

Standing Bear said the 
Nation has a $30 mil-
lion permanent fund re-
served for direct services. 
He also said the last re-
sort would be to borrow  
more money.

“I can tell you one thing, 
right in front of me I am 
looking at the confiden-
tial statements of our debt 
structure, that includes 
the casinos. We have no 
debt at Osage Nation, 
the treasurer can confirm 
that. The debt is at the ca-
sinos, and it is under $100 
million. That includes the 
ranch, all the new casino 
in Tulsa and all our im-
provements at the other 
casinos,” he said. “Our 
credit is so good, that if 
we have to, and reluc-
tantly have to, we would 
approach the gaming 
board, the Congress and 
we would talk about bor-
rowing more money and 
that is the last resort. But 
we are really strong in our 
credit and that is a very 
strong financial position to  
be in.”

CasInO 
–from Page 1

emergenCy 
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underlying immune deficien-
cies were sent home as non- 
essential employees. 

The Nation’s directors have 
been planning for the closure 
while the Nation’s workforce is 
reduced. According to a March 
19 email from Director of Op-
erations Casey Johnson, the 
Nation has put in place a risk 
mitigation measure that cov-
ers the community, the public, 
schools, and elders. 

“Essential services will be 
reduced to minimal manpow-
er necessary to continue to 
provide services to our people, 
the core function of our gov-
ernment,” Johnson wrote in  
the email. 

The following list are Es-
sential departments whose 
doors are locked but have 
minimal personnel. Contact 
information for these depart-
ments is listed on the Osage  
Nation’s website.  

 
Essential departments

• Community Health 
Representatives – will 
work as needed anywhere 
they are called 

• Grants – Director will stay 

• Compliance – Director will 
remain 

• Education Department 
– Director and Program 
Coordinator will be 
available via phone or 
email for scholarship 
purposes

• Receiving – two personnel 
on site 

• Historic Preservation 
– staffing as required 
for site monitoring and 
archeological assessments

• Department of 
Natural Resources 
– two staff available 

for environmental 
assessments as necessary

• Bird Creek Farms – 
minimal staffing to ensure 
planting season continues

• Elder Nutrition – continue 
to take out meals and 
inbound delivery as 
needed

• Tribal Development – 
personnel available to 
continue monitoring 
projects in process

• Roads Department – staff 
available to continue 
monitoring projects in 
process

• Housing – minimal 
personnel

• Food Distribution – 
minimal personnel

• Child Support – minimal 
personnel

• WIC – minimal personnel

• Real Estate Services – 
minimal personnel

• Social Services – minimal 
personnel

• Tribal Works – personnel 
essential to continue 
operations throughout the 
Nation

• IT – minimal personnel

• ONPD – remain fully 
operational

• Emergency Management – 
remain fully operational

• Treasury – minimal 
personnel

• Tax Commission – 
minimal personnel

• Wildland Fire – remain 
fully operational

• Membership – minimal 
personnel

• Human Resources – 
minimal personnel

• Public Health Nursing – 
remain fully operational

• Financial Assistance – 
limit staff to two personnel 
onsite

• Family Violence – minimal 
personnel

• Language – continue 
online services if 
applicable

• Culture – continue online 
services if applicable

• Attorney General’s Office 
– minimal personnel

• Gaming Commission – 
minimal personnel

 
Non-Essential –  
All personnel at home

• Archives

• Prevention

• Fitness Centers

• Head Start

• WELA

• Daposka Ahnkodapi

• Strategic Planning

• Visitors Center

• Museum

• Communications

• Child Care

meals 
–from Page 7

United Methodist Church, 
Kaw City United Method-
ist Church, Burbank Baptist 
Church, Webb City Church 
of God and Grainola United  
Methodist Church. 

Bartlesville Public Schools 
will have drive-through meal 
service available at Cen-
tral Middle School at 815 SE 
Delaware Ave., and Madi-
son Middle School, at 5900  
Baylor Drive. 

Breakfast is available from 
8-9:30 a.m. and lunch is 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Delivery 
service about an hour later 
will be available for some of 
the bus routes. 

Additionally, BPS sites will 
be open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on March 23 for families to 

quickly grab necessities that 
were left at school over Spring 
Break, such as medication or 
school-issued Chromebooks 
and chargers. Families that 
do come up to school sites are 
asked to observe social dis-
tancing while retrieving items. 

Hominy Public Schools has 
directed parents to SignUp-
Genius to submit how many 
children will need meals in 
their families for delivery. The 
school district is offering grab 
and go sack meals for break-
fast and lunch at the following 
locations: Fallin Addition (The 
Bronx), Osage Fitness Center, 
The Park by the Old Carver 
School, The Park by the Low 
Water Bridge, U.S. Post Office, 
Osage Village Apartments, 
Horace Mann Elementary 
Cafeteria, Osage Communi-
ty Center in the Village, Bus 
Routes – Doyle Edwards route, 

Eric Roberts route and Jimmy 
Coon’s route.

The state’s second largest 
district, Tulsa Public Schools, 
will have curbside meal ser-
vice available at multiple 
sites within each high school’s 
feeder pattern. For a full list, 
please visit www.tulsaschools.
org/mealsites. On the first day, 
breakfast is available from 
8:30-9:30 a.m., with lunch 
and the next day’s break-
fast available from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Starting on March 
24, meal pickups will only be 
available from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and will include the next  
day’s breakfast. 

Additionally, the district’s 
“Meals on Wheels” pro-
gram will make 170 stops 
throughout the city from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mondays  
through Fridays.

TPS soliciting feedback on redesign of Indian Education program
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. — Tulsa Pub-
lic Schools is soliciting feed-
back on three versions of a 
redesign for its Indian Educa-
tion program. 

After two nights of focus 
groups with community mem-
bers, tribal officials, students 
and parents, TPS sent families 
an email March 19 with a sur-
vey link outlining three differ-
ent redesign proposals. 

Currently, the district has 
seven certified resource advis-
ers who are all paid for through 
federal funds. However, TPS 
officials have maintained that 
a reorganization is needed due 
to a drop in 506 forms that 
are used to determine federal 
funding. District enrollment 
overall has dropped by about 

5,000 students since the 2004-
2005 school year.

Further limiting the budget 
are the state-mandated raises 
for certified teachers, includ-
ing all seven resource advisers. 
Although the state of Oklaho-
ma required the raises, it did 
not include additional finan-
cial resources to cover certified 
teachers and administrators 
whose salaries are paid from 
federal funds. 

The proposals were put to-
gether by the focus groups 
based on budget projections. 
Confirmed, final numbers will 
not be available until later this 
spring. 

• Option No. 1 calls for the 
office to have six certified 
resource advisers on a 
10-month contract, plus 
a lead resource adviser 
on a year-round contract. 
Each would work with the 

schools within a specific 
high school’s feeder 
pattern. The program 
would also have a Native 
American literature 
teacher who would rotate 
among the district’s 10 
middle and junior high 
schools, seven teaching 
assistants and funding for 
15 tutoring stipends. 

• Option No. 2 calls for the 
office to have five certified 
resource advisers on 
an 11-month contract, 
plus a lead resource 
adviser on a year-round 
contract. Instead of 
having a Native American 
literature teacher, this 
proposal places more of 
an emphasis on field trips 
and cultural activities. It 
would also pay for four 
teaching assistants and 20 
tutoring stipends.  

• Option No. 3 calls for the 
office to have six certified 
resource advisers on 
10-month contracts, plus 
a lead resource adviser 
on a year-round contract. 
It would also implement 
multi-grade level 
programming for students 
across the district in 
an effort to build up 
leadership and networking 
opportunities for the 
district’s Native students. 
It would also pay for four 
teaching assistants and 40 
tutoring stipends.

With schools suspended 
statewide through at least 
April 6 in an effort to stem 
the spread of the novel coro-
navirus, it is unclear when 
the board of education would 
formally hear or vote on the 
proposals. The district is ac-
cepting community feedback 
through 2 p.m. on March 31.

Congress lacks votes to call Special Session
to form Select Committee of Inquiry
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

A Special Session Procla-
mation to consider the forma-
tion of a Select Committee of 
Inquiry to investigate the al-
legations of disqualification of 
Congresswoman Shannon Ed-
wards has failed. 

The proclamation did not 
receive the required eight sig-
natures to schedule a special 
session for March 23. Howev-
er, the members of Congress 
who did not sign the proclama-
tion say the issue will be taken 
up during the Hun-Kah Ses-
sion, which begins on March 
30, only seven days later. 

“There is nothing time sen-
sitive to the matter in my opin-
ion and the 23rd didn’t jive 
with everyone’s schedule. I ex-
pect the same motion to estab-
lish a committee of inquiry to 
be made on the first or second 
day of the Hun-Kah Session 
when there is a higher like-
lihood of all members being 

present,” said Congressman 
RJ Walker, who did not sign 
the proclamation. “Regard-
less of any member’s personal 
feeling about Congresswoman 
Edwards, or any other elected 
official in the future, due pro-
cess is a necessary step prior to 
consideration of removal.”

The failed proclamation 
itself is not a public docu-
ment, according to Osage 
Congressional attorney Loyed  
“Trey” Gill. 

“The proposed Special Ses-
sion Proclamation is a draft, 
which is a protected record 
unless otherwise classified as 
public under Osage law at 15 
ONC 8-104, and it does not 
become a public record of the 
Osage Nation Congress until 
it receives the required eight 
signatures and is certified by a 
Clerk of Congress,” said Gill in 
a March 6 email. 

Due to the fact that Con-
gress is a public body and who 
did or didn’t sign the procla-
mation is of public interest, 

the Osage News called each 
member of Congress to ask if 
he or she signed it. Six mem-
bers of Congress said they 
signed it, three members said 
they did not, one member had 
no comment and two members 
did not immediately return a 
request for comment.

Speaker Joe Tillman: No, 
“First day of session someone 
will make the motion to form 
the committee of inquiry.”

Second Speaker Paula Sta-
bler: Yes

Congressman Scott Big-
Horse: Yes

Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards: Did not immediately 
return a request for comment.

Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox: Yes

Congresswoman Brandy 
Lemon: Yes, “I felt we could 
get this going so it wouldn’t 
be hanging over the Hun-Kah 
Session because that is when 
we are doing the people’s work. 
But others didn’t feel that way. 
I voted my conscience.”

Congressman John Maker: 
Yes, “I signed it electronical-
ly with an email. I spoke with 
my family about it and this is 
what they wanted me to do.” 

Congressman Archie Ma-
son: No, “I think the call for it 
and the reason can be brought 
forward during the regular 
session coming up in a matter 
of weeks.” 

Congressman Eli Potts: No 
comment. 

Congresswoman Angela 
Pratt: Yes

Congressman RJ Walker: 
No

Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn: Did not immedi-
ately return a request for com-
ment.

Signatures were due by 4:30 
p.m. on March 5. The spring 
Hun-Kah Session begins on 
March 30. 

On Feb. 25, the Congres-
sional Rules and Ethics Com-
mittee made a motion that 
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Election Office cancels
2020 Congressional
candidate workshop
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With increasing concerns of the spreading COVID-19 
coronavirus, the Osage Nation Election Office is canceling 
its March 20 Congressional candidate workshop and will 
conduct a video presentation instead.

Each election year, the Election Office invites Osag-
es seeking public office to attend a candidate workshop to 
go over election-related rules and laws and to answer any 
questions as the election season continues. The event also 
includes a drawing to determine the order in which the can-
didates’ names will appear on the ballot, as well as a sepa-
rate drawing for Election Day candidate campsite locations 
at the ON campus park.

Election Supervisor Alexis Rencountre announced the 
workshop cancelation to candidates on March 16. “As a 
precautionary measure due to the spread of the corona-
virus COVID-19, the Election Office will not be conduct-
ing the Candidate Workshop scheduled for Friday, March 
20th at 9:00 a.m. Instead, we will be sending out a video 
to all candidates and allow for questions. Once all ques-
tions are received, then we will send out answers so that 
everyone can see all questions asked with their answers,”  
Rencountre said.

For the ballot placement drawing, Rencountre told can-
didates in an email, the drawing will take place as planned 
March 20, but it will be closed to the public, including candi-
dates, and will be recorded and posted online.

As for the candidate campsite drawing, that event is post-
poned until further notice, Rencountre said on March 17.

At the start of the candidate filing period, all 15 Congres-
sional candidates received copies of crucial information in-
cluding the Nation’s election code and rules and regulations 
to govern the conduct of elections.

The workshop cancelation comes as various federal, lo-
cal, state and tribal governments announce office closures, 
reduced office hours and changes in department and pro-
gram services as proactive measures due to the coronavirus 
spread. 

As of March 17, there are 17 positive cases of coronavirus 
reported in-state, according to the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Health. 

Three of those cases are in Tulsa County, six in Oklaho-
ma County, two in Canadian County, two in Kay County, 
and one each in the counties of Cleveland, Jackson, Pawnee  
and Payne.  

Pursuant to recommendations from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, the OSDH also recommends avoiding mass 
gatherings of more than 50 people. The COVID-19 hotline is 
open from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. The number is (877) 215-8336.

Texas Osage Association
reschedules spring
meeting to May 2
Osage News

The Texas Osage Associa-
tion has rescheduled its spring 
meeting due to the growing 
concerns of the COVID-19 out-
break, otherwise known as the 
Coronavirus. 

“I’m sorry to say that we 
have rescheduled our Spring 
Texas Osage meeting to May 
2, 2020,” said Jim Ryan in an 
email, the association’s presi-
dent. “There are just too many 
unknowns about the spread of 
the virus to hold it on March 
21st. Hopefully things will be 
better in May.”

The meeting will be held on 
May 2 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
the Azalea Room in the Holi-
day Inn Express Irving D/FW 
North, 4550 West John Car-

penter Freeway, Irving, TX 
75063.

The meeting will begin with 
coffee, doughnuts and conver-
sation, followed by introduc-
tions and speeches by the 2020 
Osage candidates running for 
the 7th Osage Nation Con-
gress. Lunch from “Meat U 
Anywhere” Texas BBQ experts 
will be served at 11:30 a.m. 
followed by a candidate forum 
addressing specific topics such 
as Education, Healthcare, Ca-
sinos, Elder care and the Min-
eral Estate. 

Those interested in attend-
ing must RSVP to have lunch. 
Please RSVP to Jim Ryan by 
April 24 at jimr812@yahoo.
com, (210) 825-6747, or by 
message on Facebook. Watch 
for updates on our Texas Osage 
Association Facebook group.

California Osage organizations cancel 
spring gatherings due to coronavirus
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the increasing news 
reports on U.S. outbreaks of 
the deadly coronavirus, both 
California Osage organiza-
tions announced their spring 
gatherings scheduled March 
28-29 are canceled.

The United Osages of South-
ern California and Northern 
California organizations an-
nounced their respective event 
cancellations on March 4 after 
speaking with Osage Nation 
officials and some Congres-
sional candidates who had 
planned air travel from Okla-
homa to the events in Carls-
bad and Woodland. 

Hosts for both events had 
invited those running for Con-
gress in the June1 general 
election to attend candidate fo-
rums scheduled as part of the 
day-long gatherings.

“All of the candidates along 
with our Osage Nation lead-
ers would have had to travel 
through busy airports to at-
tend our (March 28) gather-
ing,” UOSC Chairman Greg 
Clavier said in the cancelation 
notice. “I could not in good 
conscious have them exposed 
to the potential risks at this 
time, not to mention the UOSC 
membership at a large group 
function.”

In a statement on the NCO 
organization’s Facebook fo-
rum, the March 29 gathering 

cancellation notice stated: “Af-
ter careful consideration, our 
coordinating committee has 
decided to cancel our March 
29th meeting in Woodland 
due to concerns regarding the 
Coronavirus and minimizing 
potential exposure to those 
who are traveling and/or may 
have compromised immune 
systems. We want to keep our 
people safe.”

As of March 4, the U.S. 
death toll from coronavirus 
infections stood at 11, accord-
ing to USA Today. There were 
148 confirmed cases across at 
least 15 states as of that same 
day, according to a coronavi-
rus dashboard run by Johns 
Hopkins University, with that 
number expected to rise. That 
afternoon, NBC News reported 
a contract medical profession-
al, who conducted passenger 
screenings at Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport, tested 
positive for the coronavirus.

Common signs of COVID-19 
infection include fever, cough 
and breathing difficulties. If 
the infection worsens, it can 
cause pneumonia, severe acute 
respiratory syndrome, kidney 
failure and death. USA Today 
also reported one coronavirus 
fatality was in California’s 
Placer County, which is north-
east of Sacramento. 

Citing similar health con-
cerns for ON government em-
ployees, the Executive Branch 
announced on March 3 that all 
out-of-state travel for employ-

ees deemed unnecessary or 
not required for grant funding 
compliance is also suspended.

With the UOSC gathering 
canceled during election sea-
son, Clavier said: “I will be 
working with the Osage Na-
tion to find a way for UOSC 
members to obtain informa-
tion on the candidates running 
for Congress. As soon as the 
information is available, I will 
distribute to UOSC members. 
The UOSC will have a fall 
gathering tentatively sched-
uled for Saturday, Nov. 7.”

NCO coordinating com-
mittee member Keir John-
son-Reyes also wrote on 
Facebook: “We look forward to 
our fall meeting and will send 
out information on upcoming 
recorded candidate forums, 
to ensure our community in 
Northern California is well-in-
formed. Thank you for your 
understanding.”

There will be an Osage 
Congress Candidate’s Forum, 
hosted by Osage Minerals 
Councilman Myron Red Ea-
gle, on March 26 from 6 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. at the Pawhuska 
Community Center. 

The Osage News Candidate 
Debates are scheduled for Sat-
urday, April 4, at the Tulsa 
Osage Casino Hotel starting 
at 1 p.m. The debates will be 
livestreamed on the Osage Na-
tion YouTube Channel and the 
newspaper’s Facebook page 
and will be archived to view 
afterward as well. 

Wahzhazhe Cultural Center, cultural
entities close to public due to coronavirus
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Citing increased proactive 
measures due to the corona-
virus spread, the Wahzhazhe 
Cultural Center in Pawhuska 
is canceling its cultural classes 
and will be closed to the public 
starting March 20 until fur-
ther notice.

In a March 16 Facebook post, 
the WCC announced: “The first 
priority of the Wahzhazhe Cul-
tural Center is the health and 
safety of our students, staff 
and community members. As 
a precautionary measure due 
to the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
public health emergency, ALL 
cultural classes are cancelled 
until further notice.” 

Addie Hudgins, WCC direc-
tor, said staff will be available 
by phone or email. “We are 
limiting interaction for the 
safety of the public, as well as 
our employees,” she said. “I 
met with the staff Monday and 
they have each prepared a list 
of tasks to complete while we 
work our way through the pan-
demic and not having classes.”

The WCC public closure 
and class cancellations come 
as other Osage Nation enti-
ties have announced similar 

closures as part of measures 
aimed to reduce the coronavi-
rus COVID-19 spread. 

The Nation also canceled 
the 2020 Sovereignty Day Cel-
ebration powwow, which was 
scheduled March 14 in the 
Skyline Event Center at the 
Tulsa Osage Casino Hotel. 

On March 24, the Nation 
announced on its social media 
pages the 2020 Cultural En-
campment scheduled in April 
is canceled. 

ON Museum and Visitors 
Center also closed

In separate announcements, 
the ON Museum and ON Visi-
tors Center both in Pawhuska 
also announced their plans to 
close to the public.

“As a precautionary mea-
sure due to the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) public health 
emergency,” the Nation an-
nounced both entity closures 
on its social media platforms.

Osage News File Photo

The Wahzhazhe Cultural Center is located on Main Street in Pawhuska 
and will be closed to the public until further notice. 

Election Office issues candidate workshop video presentation
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the 2020 election sea-
son continuing while social 
distancing is encouraged to 
prevent exposure to the coro-
navirus spread, the Osage Na-
tion Election Office conducted 
its candidate workshop pre-
sentation by video for those 
seeking Congressional office.

The Election Office canceled 
the March 20 in-person can-
didate workshop for the 15 
certified candidates as part of 
coronavirus spread preventive 
measures. In its place, the of-
fice produced a 12-plus-minute 
video shared with the candi-
dates afterward. The video is 
also available on the “Osage 
Elections” YouTube channel.

There are 15 certified candi-
dates seeking six seats opening 
on the Seventh ON Congress in 
the June 1 general election. As 
part of the video presentation, 
the Election Office discussed 

upcoming candidate informa-
tion, including campaign re-
porting statements.

Per the election rules and 
regulations, the Election Of-
fice is authorized to set rules 
on candidate reporting state-
ments, which are required to 
be submitted twice detailing 

campaign-related donations 
and expenses. The first state-
ment is due at the Election 
Office the week of May 11-15 
and the second one is due by 
June 16.

The Election Office iden-
tifies donations as candidate 
self-donations, previously used 

campaign materials from a 
prior election campaign, in-
dividual monetary donations 
(contributions from individ-
uals), individual in-kind do-
nations (contributions in the 
form of goods and services), 
business entity donations and 
anonymous/ unidentifiable 
monetary donations. For ex-
penses, all goods and services 
purchased for a campaign 
must be listed on the campaign  
reporting statements.  

Candidates who do not 
submit campaign reporting 
statements by the deadlines 
are fined $500 by the Election 
Board and fines of $125 could 
be assessed for failing to cor-
rect any deficiencies identified 
by the board or for not using 
the candidate campaign bank 
account, according to Election 
Office campaign finance tips.

“All donations from individ-
uals, corporations, LLCs or 
any business entity shall be 
reported, as well as expendi-

tures, from the beginning of the 
campaign (whether or not such 
campaign began prior to the 
official candidate filing period) 
up to the statement filing date,” 
Election Supervisor Alexis Ren-
countre said in the video.

The Election Board and 
staff will review the submitted 
statements and any identified 
deficiencies with the state-
ments must be corrected with-
in three business days or a fine 
will be issued, the video states. 
In the end, the Election Office 
states: “Failure to pay fines 
shall prohibit the candidate 
from filing for office for future 
elections until the fine is paid.”      

The presentation also men-
tioned there will be two early 
voting days scheduled May 29 
(noon to 7 p.m.) and May 30 
(10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) at the ON 
Election Office at 608 Kihekah 
in Pawhuska.

The June 1 Election Day 

Screenshot of YouTube Video

Due to precautions associated with the possible spread of the novel coro-
navirus COVID-19, The Osage Nation Election Office produced a candi-
date workshop video for candidates that can be found on YouTube.
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Candidate
Questionnaires

Melissa Goodfox Dailey
 1) Name: Melissa Goodfox Dailey

 2) Osage Name: N/A Pawnee name means Lucky Moon

 3) Band(s): Pawnee Chaui Band. Great - Grandparents 
were of the William Penn Band. Great – Grandparents were 
of the Beaver Band 
 
4) Osage District: Hominy Zon Zo Li

 6) Family: Not married – fiance’ to William Schroif, 3 Chil-
dren – Amos, Rachel and Chelsea

 7) Osage ancestry: Paternal Great-Grandparents Henry 
Goodfox & Kate Hawk Chief Goodfox Minthorn  (Pawnee), 
Robert Morrell (Allottee 803) & Grace Penn Morrell (Allot-
tee 824), Amos Goodfox Sr. (Pawnee) and Myrtle Morrell 
Goodfox Unap (Osage), Amos Goodfox Jr. (Father). Mater-
nal Great-Grandparents Harry Red Eagle Sr. (Allottee 535) 
& Mary Pappin Red Eagle (Allottee 73), Harry Red Eagle 
Jr. and Willimina Montgomery Red Eagle, Janet Red Eagle 
Goodfox (Mother)

 8) Education: Bachelor of Business Administration – Ac-
counting, University of Houston - Victoria

 9) Work Experience: I have over 30 years in accounting.  
I have been in the oil and gas industry for 27 years.  I have 
worked in Oklahoma and Texas.

10) Are you cultural? I have been involved with Inlonshka 
my whole life. I am currently trying to attend online classes. 
Which is a great opportunity. I also have the app for my 
phone. Awesome! I sew Indian shirts, I try weaving, and I 
am trying my hand at ribbon work. I have made a couple 
pairs of mocs – but they aren’t worn in public. And, I do bead 
work.

11) Are you related to any other candidate? I am related 
to Billy Keene – Cousin from my Red Eagle family, John 
Maker, Mary Jo Pratt – Cousin from Great Grandmother’s 
family Grace Penn Morrell.

12) Are you related with a current Osage official? Alice 
Goodfox, sister-in-law; Paula Stabler, cousin; Angela Pratt, 
cousin.

13) Anything else you would like to add? 
I am Melissa Goodfox Dailey from the Zon Zo Li District.  

It is my concern during this pandemic crisis, that the health 
and well-being of our Osage Nation be protected and the 
factors that follow will be addressed.  These factors are the 
preservation of our culture, education, environment and eco-
nomic sustainability.  We are in an age of technology that 
allows our cultural programs to be enhanced and shared 
amongst the people in state and out of state.  Our education 
program is a benefit that is a blessing and we must be grate-
ful to receive and give back to our Osage Nation.  Greater 
economic ventures must be pursued that will provide eco-
nomic sustainability now and for our future.  

I am dedicated to support stronger legislation that will 
provide fair appropriations to our Nation’s health, culture, 
education, environment and economic programs.

I would like to ask for your support and vote on June 1, 
2020.

Thank you.

Joe Tillman
 1) Name: Joe Tillman

 2) Osage Name: O-be-tse-kah Kah-hay  (Red tail hawk maker 
or Hawk maker)

 3) Clan: Sun

 4) Osage District: Gray Horse

 5) Family: Married to Cindy Tillman 17 years.  One daughter 
Cory Tillman 

 6) Osage ancestry: Original Allottee’s  Great grandparents 
Hall Goode and Maggie (Yellow Horse) Goode. Grandmother Jo-
sephine Goode Tillman

 7) Education: Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts both in 
Communications from Oklahoma State University.

 8) Work Experience: Marketing for CPA firms, College coach-
ing, Division Leader for Osage Nation.

 9) Are you cultural? Dancing for over 45 years. My grand-
mother taught me how to weave, bead, sew, and cook.

10) Are you related to any other candidates? Probably all of 
them in one way or another.

11) Anything else you would like to add? As an Osage my fo-
cus will continue to be on faith, family, women, children, elders, 
culture and language and opportunities to keep them strong.  I 
was raised by my grandmother a full blood Osage woman who 
taught me many things.  She taught me love, how to be humble, 
and most important how to make decisions.  Many times her 
decision making was difficult and not always popular with me 
and my brother. However, she made them with the information 
provided and we moved on. Similarly as a member of Congress I 
have to make decisions that are not always popular but we make 
them and we move on. No one is perfect and I pray to God that 
he always guides us in the right direction.  Now is not a time to 
criticize but a time to lift one another up and be supportive.   

Today the world is changing around us as we speak and our 
Constitution speaks to uniting as a Nation and as a people, call-
ing upon the fundamental values that we hold sacred. Paying 
homage to generations of Osage leaders of the past and present 
and giving thanks to their wisdom and courage.  You as constit-
uents have a voice and that voice needs to be heard.  Please take 
every opportunity to reach out to any member of the Osage Con-
gress and express your views about our Nation and the direction 
we are headed.  

The Osage Nation remains strong and will continue to grow 
as we are constantly working to improve programs and services.  
Our employees are the backbone of the Osage Nation and we 
have to continue providing them with adequate resources for 
their success.  

I humbly ask you for your support and vote this June. Stay 
safe and may God bless!

Joe Tillman

Colt Herren
 1) Name:  Colt Herren

 2) Family: Wife Sara 
Children Cash, Chaz, and 
Chloe

 3) Osage ancestry: 
Paternal Grandmother 
Cherrie Charloe and 
Grandfather Gene Her-
ren of Pawhuska, Mater-
nal Grandfather Gilbert 
Reynolds, Maternal Great 
Grandmother Marvell Ste-
vens Reynolds, Maternal 
Great Great Grandfather 
John Henery Stevens (al-
lottee)

 4) Education: I have 61 
Credit hours towards my 
associate in Fire protec-
tion Technology at Tul-
sa Community College. I 
have numerous Fire cer-
tifications From OSU and 
I am a CLEET certified 
Deputy.

 8) Work Experience: 
16.5 Years Firefighter, 
Rancher, 15 Years Reserve 
Deputy.

 9) Are you related to 
any other candidate? No

10)  Are you related with 
a current Osage offi-
cial? No 

John F. Maker
 1) Name: John F. Maker

 2) Osage Name: Do Ho Ho (Blue Fish)

 3) Clan: Deer Clan

 4) Band(s): William Penn Band and Claremore Band

 5) Osage District: Zon Zo Li, Hominy District

 6) Family: Single, Sister Marguerite Ann Maker Freeman, 
Brother Larry Maker, numerous Nieces and Nephews.

 7) Osage ancestry: Parents Lloyd and Virginia Harding 
Maker, Paternal Grandparents Full Bloods, Ross Maker Al-
lottee #816 and Emma Marie Maker Allottee #471. Maternal 
Grandparents Arlan R. Harding and Marguerite Penn Hard-
ing. Paternal, Great-Grandparents, Full Bloods, Tah Hah Gah 
Heh Allottee #809 and Wah Hu Sah E Allottee #810. Maternal 
Great-Grandparents Full Bloods, Me Chet Tsa He Allottee #810 
and wife Wah Ko Sah Moie Allottee #453.

 8) Education: Bachelor of Arts Degree; Bacone College

 9) Work Experience: 8 years Osage Congress, 7 years Teacher 
Osage Language Department, and Veteran U.S. Army

10) Are you cultural? I am very cultural, member of the Zon 
Zo Li/ Hominy District Committee. Attend Native American 
Church. Involved in Osage Language.

11) Are you related to any other candidate? Not related to 
any other candidates

12) Are you related to a current Osage official? I am second 
cousins to a Mineral Councilwoman and second cousin to a Gam-
ing Commissioner.

13) Anything else you would like to add? I am ¾ Osage In-
dian and a Veteran of the U.S. Army.  I have served my country 
and my Osage people with dignity and honor.  And will always 
provide experienced leadership and will obey my oath of office 
to protect and defend the Osage Constitution and Laws of the 
Osage Nation.

Pam Shaw
 1) Name: Pam Shaw

 2) Osage Name: WAH-K’O KAH-HI-KA (Woman Chief)

 3) Clan: Family Clan- Deer; named into Eagle Clan

 4) Band(s): Governor Joe’s Band

 5) Osage District: Grayhorse

 6) Family: Married to John Shaw for 30 years. Sons & spouses:  
Derek & Kaitlin Shaw; Burgess & Whitney Shaw; Kirk Shaw 
& fiancé Eden McIntosh. Grandchildren:  Lilly Michaela Rose 
Shaw, 2, & Garrett Neal Shaw, 2 weeks.

 7) Osage ancestry: Great great grandfather: Wilson Kirk, 
Tah Sah Tah (Five Deer), Great Grandmother: Rose Pipes-
tem, Grandparents: Burgess Primeaux & Virginia Wabaunsee 
Primeaux, Original Alottee: Rose Pipestem

 8) Education: Bachelor of Science in Business, St. Gregory’s 
University

 9) Work Experience: 15 Years Tribal Gaming – Osage & Kaw 
Gaming, Inc.:  Director, General Manager, COO of Gaming & 
Entertainment, Chief Executive Officer 17 Years Corporate Ex-
perience, 1 Year Independent Gaming Consultant & Trainer

10) Are you cultural? I am culturally involved in the Inlonshka 
and enjoy traditional cooking and sewing.

11) Are you related to any other candidate? I am not closely 
related to any other candidate. 
 
12) Are you related with a current Osage official? No close 
relations although going back several generations, I am related 
to Brandy Lemon.

13) Anything else you would like to add? I am honored and 
proud to be a candidate for the 7th Osage Nation Congress and 
if elected, I will work hard and use the skills I have cultivated 
in my professional career to make thoughtful decisions, always 
doing what is best for the Nation.

I believe that members of our great Nation expect and deserve 
Congresspeople that are dedicated servants, willing to work to-
gether on very difficult and important issues.  We must elect 
those who will serve with integrity and uphold our Constitution 
and Oath of Office without compromise and bias.

I will always come from a place of respect.  Members of the 
ON expect congresspeople who understand the value of working 
together, even when they do not agree on issues.  

I am culturally grounded and involved, and I will protect and 
support, to the best of my ability and authority allowed by this 
position, THRIVING BUSINESS DECISIONS, CULTURE, 
LANGUAGE, CHLDREN, VETERANS, AND OUR ELDERS.  I 
am concerned about the plight of our women, children, the most 
vulnerable of us.  I am concerned about our financial prosperity 
and will support legislation to ensure our grandchildren’s future 
is protected.  

As a former gaming CEO, I have a great deal of experience in 
creating and understanding budgets and the difficult decisions 
that must be made regarding daily budget management.  I am 
experienced in strategic planning, writing policies, leading, proj-
ect development and management, and revenue generation for 
Tribal Governments and Tribal Members.  

I will be prepared and will take pride in serving the members 
of the Osage Nation.  I hold the very values of our Osage People 
in my heart and will always do what is right for the Osage Na-
tion – not what is right for just my family or any one group.

I humbly ask for and appreciate your vote.

Billy Keene
 1) Name: Billy Keene

 2) Osage Name: Ki-He-Kah-
Doi

 3) Clan: Eagle

 4) Osage District: Zon-Zo-Li

 5) Family: Single, have two 
sons, Carson Keene and ROK. 
Ages 14 and 2.

 6) Osage ancestral infor-
mation: Mother is Margaret 
Denise Keene, Daughter of 
Cecelia Red Eagle Thornton 
and Wiley Thornton, Cecelia 
was the daughter of Harry Red 
Eagle Sr. and Mary Red Eagle, 
Harry Red Eagle Sr. was the 
oldest son of Paul Red Eagle 
and Cecilia Red Eagle, Mary 
Pappin was the daughter of 
E-Gron-Kah-Shin-Keh and 
Hum-Pah-To-Kah.

 7) Education: I have a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Business Management from 
Haskell Indian Nations Uni-
versity and a Juris Doctorate 
from Oklahoma City Universi-
ty School of Law with a Certif-
icate in Indian Law. 

 8) Work Experience: I have 
worked in multiple positions 
within the Osage Nation that 
includes working for the Gam-
ing industry. Currently, I work 
for the Osage Nation Compli-
ance Department. We provide 
internal reviews and oversight 
for over 30 tribal departments. 

 9) Are you cultural? I have 
danced at the Osage In-Lon-
Schka for 22 years. I can speak 
some Osage.

10) Are you related to any 
other candidate, and if so, 
how closely? Melissa Dailey 
is my Second Cousin

11) Are you related to a 
current Osage official? No

12) Anything else you would 
like to add? Osage culture is 
important to me, it is what 
makes us who we are. I am 
thankful to have been around 
Osage elders like my uncle 
Harry Red Eagle Jr. and Eddy 
Red Eagle Jr. my whole life. 
Being around knowledgeable 
Osage elders who are well-
versed in our Osage ways has 
been a blessing. 
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Mary Jo Pratt announces her 
candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
By Mary Jo Pratt

I appreciate each one of 
you that supported me two 
years ago. I am going to ask 
for your continued support 
now. 

I believe leaders are sup-
posed to change the world 
people live in. We, as lead-
ers, have an obligation to 
help our people step into a 
better quality of life. I be-
lieve we need more leaders 
to drive the effectiveness of 
their function - leaders that 
will play a strategic role in 
our Nation’s success. 

We have a strong need to 
accelerate transformation 
across our three dimensions 
to deliver excellent outcomes 
for you. This is why I fully 
support working with our 
brothers and sisters on the 
Minerals Council. There are 
many tribes where energy 
development is the primary 
revenue generator. I believe 
we should look into this op-
portunity in greater detail. 
A Tribal Energy Resource 
Agreement (TERA) would 
grant authority to us so that 
we could approve leases, 
business agreements and 
rights-of-way for energy de-
velopment on tribal lands.  

My career began with 
strong dedication to my 
community more than 20 
years ago. My leadership 
and business acumen stem 
from an accomplished his-
tory of service to guarantee 
positive results for not only 
my clientele but also the 
community at large. I have 
a strong sense of ethics and 
experience creating multi-
million dollar balanced bud-
gets, project management, 
leading volunteer groups, 
business development and 
appropriations. My experi-
ence also includes a strong 

understanding of how dif-
ferent levels of government 
work and how to work with 
them for positive outcomes. 

I am family and commu-
nity oriented; I will dedicate 
my time to make your lives 
better. I truly believe in 
community engagement; of-
ten, this is how ideas become 
law. I will advocate for a 
strong and inviting environ-
ment to enhance the well-be-
ing of our entire Nation. I 
firmly believe how we treat 
our people, the most vulner-
able, is a reflection of who 
we are. I ask for your vote 
and I ask you to bring your 
voices forward. Let us make 
change together. I will work 
to have a richer understand-
ing of your needs and I will 
stand strong for your rights.  

This land, our land, is 
shared by all of us and the 
challenges we face- we face 
together. We pride ourselves 
on our courage, strength and 
resiliency. Let us care for 
that flame, not put it out. 

We come from strong and 
honorable people who never 
gave up on what we believe 
in. We are also responsible 
for building tomorrow’s Na-
tion. I am asking for your 
vote so that I can help make 
those changes.  

Billy Keene announces his candidacy 
for the Osage Nation Congress
By Billy Keene

My name is Billy Keene and 
I humbly ask for your support 
to be elected to Osage Congress. 
I am the father of Carson An-
thony Keene and Robert Owen 
Keene (ROK). I am the son 
of Joe and Margaret Denise 
Keene. Margaret Denise Keene 
is the daughter of Cecilia Red 
Eagle and Wiley Thornton, the 
granddaughter of Harry Red 
Eagle Sr. and Mary Red Ea-
gle. I am the great-great-great 
grandson of Governor Joe.  I 
am a member of the Zon-Zo-Li 
District and have danced in the 
Osage In-Lon-Schka for over 
20 years.  I have a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Adminis-
tration from Haskell Indian 
Nations University and a Juris 
Doctorate from Oklahoma City 
University School of Law with 
an Indian Law Certificate. I 
am honored to also serve on the 
Haskell University Foundation. 

I currently work with the 
Osage Nation Compliance De-
partment and provide over-
sight and internal reviews for 
30 tribal departments. This 
work experience gives me a 
keen insight into how our day-
to-day operations operate. It 
is time for change. I promise 
to always look to see how our 
tribal dollars can serve our 
most vulnerable populations 
first (elders, children, sick/
handicapped) before these dol-
lars leave the Osage Nation 
Treasury. 

Our language and culture 
departments are vital and 
make us who we are. I will be 
a staunch advocate for these 
programs. Maintaining key 
benefits like the health card 
along with education benefits 
and burial assistance is essen-

tial. In the past Congress has 
appropriated millions of dollars 
to LLC’s who have not returned 
a profit. Currently Pawhuska 
is experiencing an econom-
ic boom. It is inexcusable the 
Osage Nation does not have a 
profitable business presence in 
the downtown Pawhuska area. 
As your Congressman, I prom-
ise to use common sense when 
evaluating what dollars go to-
ward economic development.  
Oklahoma Governor Stitt has 
taken action to attack our 
gaming operations and tribal 
sovereignty, my Indian Law 
Certificate gives me a unique 
skill-set to confront these legal 
challenges. 

I will not campaign on emp-
ty promises, and won’t pitch 
“pie in the sky” ideas to you. 
It is paramount we spend 
our Tribal dollars smarter. I 
pledge to have an open chan-
nel of communication with the 
Osage Constituents and al-
ways provide needed feedback 
even when Congress is not in 
session. Let’s work together to 
create a better Osage Nation 
for all Osages and move this 
Nation forward. 

Mary Jo Pratt

Billy Keene

Jodie K. Revard 
announces her 
candidacy for 
Osage Nation 
Congress
 By Jodie K. Revard

Osage Citizens,
My name is Jodie K. Revard, 

and I’m seeking a congressio-
nal seat for the 7th Osage Con-
gress.  I grew up in Pawhuska 
and graduated from Pawhus-
ka High School. Previous work 
and educational opportunities 
have allowed that I live in Tex-
as, Colorado, and New Mexico.  
I currently reside at our fam-
ily’s home place, the Coshe-
he original allotment, near 
Barnsdall.  

After receiving my bache-
lor degree, I moved home and 
began working for the Tribe.  
Soon after, I was encouraged to 
run for the 31st Tribal Council.  
I was elected as the youngest 
woman to serve on the council 
and the second woman ever 
elected.  For the same reason 
I ran then, I am running now.

I’ve spent many years of my 
life on the agency campus.  My 
mom, Angie Coshehe Revard, 
began working for the Tribe 
in the 1970s.  After school, I 
spent hours playing with oth-
er kids on the campus, and we 
were referred to as the “agen-
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Jim Trumbly announces his
candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
By Jim Trumbly

I, Dr. James (Jim) Trumbly, 
am formally announcing my 
candidacy for the 7th Osage 
Nation Congress.

I am a direct descendant of 
Pa Hu Ska as well as Julian 
Trumbly and Eliza Ann Tinker. 
My grandfather was Oliver 
Trumbly (Ponca City) and his 
father is William Dale Trumbly 
a WW II Bronze Star and 2 pur-
ple hearts recipient.

I am the Sr. Vice Command-
er for The American Legion 
Post 198 Pawhuska.  I served 
during the Vietnam War in the 
Army. I repaired all the coding 
and decoding equipment. After 
leaving the Army I spent sev-
eral years in the Oil Business.  

I hold a doctorate in Busi-
ness Administration.  I attend-
ed the University of Oklahoma 
for my BBA in Management, 
and Texas A&M for a Master’s 
in Business Computing Scienc-
es.  My Doctorate in Business 
Administration is from Missis-
sippi State University.

I have served on the faculty 
of the University of Oklaho-
ma, University of Texas at El 
Paso, and currently I am an 
adjunct faculty member at Uni-
versity of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs, Bacone College and 
Pawnee Nation College.  I have 
been working in the IT / Tech-
nology field since 1980.  Also, I 
am a certified Project Manage-
ment Professional (PMP).

I worked in the private sec-
tor as a consultant and soft-
ware designer.  I traveled to 
Afghanistan in 2010 as a gov-
ernment defense contractor. I 
have written over 30 refereed 
journal articles and confer-
ence proceedings.  I also hold 
a patent for the development 
of “Business Level Metrics for 
Information Technology”

I am a NRA Certified Instruc-
tor and Training Counselor 
for Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun and 
Muzzle loading.  I am an Eagle 
Scout, a Vigil Honor Member of 
the Order of the Arrow and have 

worked with Scouts for 15 years 
as a Volunteer.

Once I moved to Pawhuska, 
I quickly got involved in special 
projects for the Osage Nation.  
Chief Standing Bear asked me 
to assist on the Broadband proj-
ect. This was a natural choice, 
due to my extensive back-
ground in the US Telecommu-
nication Industry, having been 
the Chief Technology Officer 
for the US Telecom Industry 
group for EDS. Once that proj-
ect was stalled because of the 
ABB (American Burying Bee-
tle), Chief Standing Bear asked 
me to project manage Bird 
Creek Farm. I have worked and 
implemented several actions 
that has put Bird Creek Farm 
(now Eco Park and Farm) on 
the path to becoming profitable 
for the first time.  The farm is 
growing produce that will be 
purchased by our Casinos in-
cluding Hops for Nine Band 
Brewery. I am working on com-
pleting the USDA application 
that will allow the Osage Na-
tion to enter into and regulate 
our own Hemp industry, both 
farming and perhaps process-
ing. In fact, 120 acres of land 
outside of Fairfax has been set 
aside for growing Hemp.

I moved to Pawhuska, for 
two purposes 1) To assimilate 
and learn the Osage Culture 
through immersion and 2) to 
give back to the Native Com-
munity – specifically to serve 
the Osage People.

Dr. James (Jim) Trumbly

Michael Bristow announces his candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
By Michael Bristow

HaWe, I am Michael Bri-
stow and I would appreciate 
your vote for Osage Congress.

My mother is Olivia “Big-
gie” Mashunkashey Bristow, 
born and raised in Hominy. 
My maternal great-grand-
father, Ben Mashunkashey, 
was the first Drumkeeper for 
the WahHaKon-lin district. 
My father, Bob Bristow, was a 
member of the Native Amer-
ican Church. I am proud to 
have been raised with Osage 
traditions. I took my place at 
our E-Lon-Schka dances at 
the age of 8 and I have held 
a position on the Pawhuska 
War Dance committee since 
the age of 14. 

As your Congressman, I will 
be devoted to the following:

Eldercare:  As a member 
of Congress, I will instill a 
strong support for Eldercare 
during budgeting prioritiza-
tion. I would like to see the 
Nation focus resources into 
establishing a skilled nursing 
facility and develop a compre-
hensive Eldercare program.  
By providing this type of 
service to our elders, we can 
allow them to age-in-place in 
Osage County surrounded by 
family, friends, and care giv-
ers who understand what it 
means to be Osage.  A facility 
such as this would provide a 
win/win situation in estab-
lishing an avenue for Osage 

Scholarship recipients study-
ing in the health care field, 
an opportunity to come back 
to the Nation and provide 
our elders with the benefit of 
their education. 

Integrity:  As a licensed 
Speech Pathologist work-
ing with geriatric patients, 
honesty and strong moral 
principals are essential. In 
my practice, I am reminded 
daily that when the health 
care needs of our people are 
addressed, we create a thriv-
ing community. I was raised 
to make sure our elders are 
treated with love, dignity, 
and the highest respect; that 
our Osage youth are given 
every opportunity to pursue 
a higher education to ensure 
that our Osage people thrive 
in today’s economy and into 
the future.  As a son, broth-
er, and Godfather, it is my 

responsibility to my immedi-
ate family, relatives, and my 
people to do everything I can 
to make this happen.

Accountability: Our Nation 
can only move forward if the 
ON Legislative and Executive 
branches make the choice to 
work together, resulting in 
decisions made for the bet-
terment of Osage Nation Citi-
zens.  As we say “WahShkan” 
– Do Your Best. I will be ac-
countable to the Nation I rep-
resent in the decisions I make 
striving for an outcome that is 
best for all of us.

I will strongly support 
funding for the burial as-
sistance, the health benefit 
card, and the higher educa-
tion scholarship programs. 
As a past scholarship recipi-
ent, I understand the impor-
tance the scholarship funding 
provides to Osage students 
seeking higher education. I 
have been given the opportu-
nity to give back to the Osage 
community the benefit of my 
Bachelors and Masters edu-
cation by on the Osage Na-
tion Health Authority Board 
in 2018. I desire to continue 
giving back to the Osage Na-
tion and would be proud to 
serve as your Congressman.  

I am Michael Bristow, I am 
Osage and I seek your vote to 
serve as a member of the next 
Osage Nation Congress.

GaKohNa

Michael Bristow
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cy kids!”  I remember the old 
houses on campus that were 
later turned into offices, and 
the most exciting memory is 
when the Tribe went electron-
ic.  I’ll never forget the first 
switchboard and all the lights 
that would flash when someone 
called.  During those times, the 
agency was very family-orient-
ed, and many of us kids would 

entertain ourselves by bother-
ing all the employees, playing 
in the park behind the garages, 
running up and down the stairs 
to the downtown area. Some of 
my fondest memories were at 
the agency.  They still are.  The 
campus is still my home away 
from home.  Many of the em-
ployees that work for the Na-
tion share my memories.  For 
me, it’s love and compassion.  
My compassion resulted in 
working for the Nation, in some 
fashion, for 19 years of my life.  

My first job, through the sum-
mer youth program, was a jan-
itor. I still work for the Nation.  

I’ve personally seen magnif-
icent growth in direct service 
programs and revenue over the 
years.  The Nation has exer-
cised and retained Sovereignty 
through defining membership 
and strengthening self-gov-
ernance.  The workforce has 
grown tremendously, and the 
employees are finally enjoying 
well-deserved benefits.  I’ve 
watched different councils, ad-

ministrations, and congresses 
come and go, but the employ-
ees remain, to carry out direct 
services to the people.  The em-
ployees are the ones that keep 
our Sovereignty alive and well.  

The 31st Tribal Council 
worked hard to develop a Con-
stitution that was for the peo-
ple and by the people.  I still 
believe wholeheartedly that 
our Nation will only prevail 
by listening to our people.  I 
support the 25-year Strategic 
Plan, a document formulated 

by the people, which provides 
a footprint or road map for our 
leaders to follow.  If elected, I 
will follow the Constitution 
and fund or propose legislation 
to further implement the Stra-
tegic Plan.  For those Osage 
citizens who do not know me, 
I hope this announcement pro-
vides a little background of who 
I am and why I’d like to serve 
as your Congresswoman.  If 
you’d like to visit, please call 
918-639-3704.

revard 
–from Page 11
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Pam Shaw announces her candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
By Pam Shaw

Fellow Members of the 
Osage Nation, Ha.We and 
thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to address you.  
My name is Pam Shaw and I 
am running for a seat on the 
Osage Nation Congress.  I am 
proud of this great Nation and 
understand the responsibility 
that comes along with being 
elected to serve our people.  
My platform is based on sup-
porting thriving businesses 
and creating opportunities for 
our members; preserving our 
Culture and Language; and 
honoring and supporting our 
youth and elders. 

I believe that members of 
the Osage Nation deserve and 
expect a well-rounded, honest, 
hard-working Congress who 
carry out the Oath of Office to 
the letter of the law, without 
compromise.  Our Congress 
should be comprised of compe-
tent and experienced profes-
sionals with collective areas of 
expertise to find positive solu-
tions for the critical issues that 
face our Nation today.  

As a former gaming CEO, 
I have a great deal of experi-
ence in creating and managing 
budgets, strategic planning, 
writing policies, leading, proj-
ect management, training, and 
generating revenue for Tribes.   

In my nearly 15 years in Tribal 
Gaming, I have had the oppor-
tunity to lead Marketing and 
Guest Service efforts, serve 
as General Manager of sever-
al properties, lead as Chief of 
Operations, and finally, Chief 
Executive Officer of a gaming 
enterprise.  I understand first-
hand the challenges and intri-
cacies of the major source of 
revenue for the Osage Nation.   

I believe in mentoring and 
sharing professional experi-
ences that help others achieve 
their goals.  Out of this belief, 
I co-founded the group United 
Women of Tribal Gaming, that is 
geared toward supporting, cele-
brating, training, and empower-
ing women in the industry.

Prior to serving tribes 
through my work in gaming, I 
spent 17 years in the corporate 
world where I learned to be a 

good employee, set and achieve 
goals, and function in a very 
structured environment.  I 
have a bachelor’s degree in 
Business from St. Gregory’s 
University, which I completed 
while raising three busy sons 
and while working in a very 
demanding profession.

I am a resident of Fairfax, 
Oklahoma, the Grayhorse Dis-
trict and am deer clan.  I am of 
Governor Joe’s band. My great-
great grandpa’s name was 
Wilson Kirk, Tah Sah Tah. He 
served on the very first Council. 
He was not elected, but instead 
was a lineage Assistant Chief 
for seven years.  I am very 
proud of my heritage and my 
family. I have been married to 
John Shaw for almost 31 years 
and together we have raised 
three strong Osage men—Der-
ek, Burgess, and Kirk.  I have 
two beautiful grandchildren:  
Lilly, who is two, and Garrett, 
who was born in March.  I am 
fortunate to have Jerry and 
Beth Shaw as my in-laws.   I 
am culturally grounded and 
enjoy cooking, sewing, and pre-
paring for the dances.

I have been a hard worker 
since my early teens and I will 
dedicate every bit of energy to 
doing what is right as a mem-
ber of Congress.  I humbly 
ask you to elect Pam Shaw for 
Osage Nation Congress.

Melissa Goodfox Dailey announces her 
candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
By Melissa Goodfox Dailey

My name is Melissa Good-
fox Dailey and I am proudly 
announcing my candidacy 
for a seat in the Osage Na-
tion Congress 2020 election. 
I will provide the support to 
protect our culture and help 
grow our Osage Nation.

I am the daughter of Amos 
and Janet (Red Eagle) Good-
fox. The granddaughter of 
Amos Goodfox Sr. (Pawnee) 
and Myrtle Morrell Unap. 
The granddaughter of Harry 
and Willimina Red Eagle. I 
am the sister of Lance, Joe 
and Timmy Goodfox. And, 
the proud mother of Amos, 
Rachel and Chelsea Dailey.

I was born and raised in 
Hominy and I have partici-
pated in the I’n Lo’n Schka  
my entire life.

I received my associate 
degree in Business Adminis-
tration from Tulsa Commu-
nity College.  I also received 
my BBA in Accounting from 
the University of Houston – 
Victoria. I am a Senior Ac-
countant with an oil and gas 
company in Houston Texas. 
I have helped provide the 
coordination of the Houston 
Texas gathering meetings 
and the 2020 Strategic Plan-
ning meetings.

My goals are to :  
1. Assist with economic 

sustainability 
development

2. Support the health and 
well-being initiatives.

3. Promote continuing 
education efforts.

4. Uphold the checks 
and balances of our 
government system.

I would greatly appreciate 
your vote on June 1, 2020. 
I would be honored to serve 
our great Osage Nation . I 
will work hard to support 
and protect our culture and 
heritage while promoting 
the economic development of 
the Wahzhazhe Nation.

You can contact at me-
lissa.goodfox.dailey@gmail.
com. You can also reach 
my through my facebook 
website Melissa Goodfox 
Dailey for Osage Nation  
Congress 2020.

Melissa Dailey
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All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Fairfax native JK Hadlock warms up 
before the Oklahoma State Universi-
ty Cowboys’ final home game March 
4 against the Kansas State University 
Wildcats. A senior walk-on member of 
the team, the Pah-Su-L’in water boy ap-
peared in five games in 2019-2020 and 
had a season high three points in the 
Cowboys’ home Bedlam win on Feb. 22. 
According to data published in March 
by the NCAA, Hadlock was one of 635 
Indigenous student-athletes across all 
Division 1 sports nationwide in 2019.  

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

Elders will enjoy a garden at the Osage Nation Civic Center this year.

Public Health Nurse provides 
gardens for Osage elders
Dena Cosby
ON Communications

The Osage Nation (ON) Public 
Health Nursing/Health Education 
(PHN/HE) Program and the Osage 
Nation Community Health Represen-
tatives (CHR) program have combined 
efforts to create unique garden beds for 
our Osage Elders to enjoy this spring. 
The garden beds are located behind the 
Osage Nation Civic Center.

ONPHN manages the Good Health 
and Wellness in Indian Country grant 
as a part of the Grow, Gather, Hunt 
Program. The design of the garden is 
in the French Potager style. The gar-
den itself will be a “Kitchen Garden,” 
according to Jaime Clark, ONPHN Co-
ordinator. The Potager style includes 
organized beds with gravel pathways 
for elders to walk through the garden. 
The growing beds will be filled with 
herbs, vegetables, and flowers. ON-
PHN will use vegetables for summer 
canning and cooking classes.

Both departments (PHN and CHR) 
grow seedlings in the greenhouse at 
Elder Housing to plant in the garden. 
Vegetables and canned vegetables will 
be delivered to Elder Housing residents 
this fall. The garden will also serve as 
a host location for gardening classes 
this summer. The ONCHR Program 
recently received their master garden-

er certification and will help deliver 
the classes. The gardening classes will 
be a component of the Grow, Gather, 
and Hunt Program. The covered arbor 
will have picnic tables to be utilized for 
classes. ONPHN will deliver Gather 
classes using the medicinal and edible, 
wild herbs that will be grown.  

The centerpiece raised bed was de-
signed by Jaime Clark in the shape of 
ribbon work. Clark asked ON Tribal 
Works to assist with the task. “They 
did an excellent job of building it to 
specifications,” said Clark. The design 
is 18’ in length, 5’ wide, and 2’ tall. 
“We wanted it tall enough that if el-
ders wished to come, enjoy planting 
or weeding, they could do so sitting in 
the edge and not bend. This bed will be 
filled with color. Lots of flowers, herbs, 
and vegetables. Tribal works, espe-
cially Dan Walker and Chris Maker, 
worked diligently to build it in a short 
time,” said Clark.

Clark will stain the outside of the 
bed to compliment the plants that will 
grow from it. Other beds in the gar-
den will grow cucumbers, tomatoes, 
squash, greens, onions, okra, melons, 
and corn. The corn this year will be 
Bighorse corn, which is an Osage corn. 
Clark added, “We have a few seeds 
and hope to grow to collect more seeds 
from this beautiful corn.  The entire 
garden will be interspersed with col-
orful flowers to attract pollinators and  
provide beauty.”

Michael Kidder announces his
candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
 By Michael Kidder

I am proud to announce my can-
didacy and to run for Osage Nation 
Congress. 

My Great Grandparents are Ben 
Wheeler and Fannie Wheeler, Amos 
Hamilton and Marie Etiva Hamil-
ton. Grandparents are Muskogee 
Wheeler and Mildred Wheeler. My 
Parents are Mary Francis Wheeler 
Kidder and Dennis Kidder.

My work experience includes 
Barret Refinery as Quality Control 
Chemists (Owner Rocky Barret and 
current Chief the of the Citizen Band 
Pottawatomie’s). Kerr McGee on the 
R&D chemical (Titanium Dioxide). 
Waste Management R&D convert-
ing methane gas into biodiesel off 
the landfill sites.

I had the privileged to have served 
the Osage Nation as Osage Gaming 
Commissioner from 2014 to 2019, 
becoming Osage Gaming Commis-
sioner Chairman 2018 to 2019.  I am 
very proud of my time on the Gaming 
Commission.  During my time with 
Commission, we were able to cut 
our budget and save the Osage Na-
tion millions of dollars and stream-
lining the Gaming Commission to 
run in an efficient manner, while 

maintaining the integrity of the  
Gaming Commission. 

I resigned from Osage Gaming 
Chairman in October 2019 to work 
in the Financial Assistance Program 
to become Employment and Train-
ing Coordinator in the Osage Nation. 
I am delighted to be part of a great 
team, in Osage Financial Assistance 
Program.  Where we assist and help 

Michael Kidder

See KIdder
—Continued  on Page 16

My name is Melissa Goodfox 
Dailey and I am proudly an-
nouncing my candidacy for a 
seat in the Osage Nation Con-
gress 2020 election. I will pro-
vide the support to protect 
our culture and help grow our 
Osage Nation.

I am the daughter of Amos and 
Janet (Red Eagle) Goodfox. The 
granddaughter of Amos Good-
fox Sr. (Pawnee) and Myrtle 
Morrell Unap. The granddaugh-
ter of Harry and Willimina Red 
Eagle. I am the sister of Lance, 
Joe and Timmy Goodfox. And, 
the proud mother of Amos, Ra-
chel and Chelsea Dailey.

I was born and raised in Hominy 
and I have participated in the I’n 
Lo’n Schka my entire life.

I received my associate degree in Business Administration from Tulsa 
Community College. I also received my BBA in Accounting from the Uni-
versity of Houston – Victoria. I am a Senior Accountant with an oil and 
gas company in Houston Texas. I have helped provide the coordination of 
the Houston Texas gathering meetings and the 2020 Strategic Planning 
meetings.

My goals are to: 

1. Assist with economic sustainability development

2. Support the health and well-being initiatives.

3. Promote continuing education efforts.

4. Uphold the checks and balances of our government system.

I would greatly appreciate your vote on June 1, 2020. I would be honored 
to serve our great Osage Nation. I will work hard to support and protect 
our culture and heritage while promoting the economic development of 
the Wahzhazhe Nation.

Let’s talk about what’s important to you!
Email: melissa.goodfox.dailey@gmail.com

Facebook: facebook.com/mgd2020OsageNation

#3 on the Ballot
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Maria Lee Whitehorn
 1) Name: Maria Lee Whitehorn

 2) Osage Name: My Osage name is Pa-hu-gra-sa, it means 
Spotted Hair. My name was given to me by my Great Aunt 
Magella Whitehorn Green (Wa-shah-she-me-tsa-he) an original 
allottee. In the order of our traditional family naming ceremo-
ny, she came early the morning after I was brought home from 
the hospital for breakfast and gave me my name. 

 3) Clan: My family is Deer Clan, we are also Water People.

 4) Band(s): My Great Grandfather Ki-he-kah-na-she was Lit-
tle Chief Band and my Great Grandmother Frances Whitehorn 
was William Penn Band, but after marriage she was identified 
on documents as Little Chief Band.

 5) District: We belong to the Zon-Zo-li District (Hominy). 

 6) Family: I have been married to my husband, Randy Powell 
for twenty-five years, who is my support—I am blessed. We have 
two sons, Mason Whitehorn Powell (No-she-walla) who is mar-
ried to Alice Salamina, and Andrew Lee Powell (To-ho-ho) who is 
engaged to Katy Sundbye. Currently, we have no grandchildren, 
but I do look forward to some new additions in their own time. 
I count it a privilege to have a very close relationship with my 
father, Dudley Whitehorn, who will turn eighty-five this May. 
He has been my mentor and has taught me many things about 
life and Osage government.

 7) Osage ancestry: My parents are Dudley and Joyce White-
horn, my grandparents are Sam and Hattie Whitehorn, and my 
great grandparents are Ki-he-kah-na-she and Frances White-
horn (Hu-lah-to-me) both full blood original allottees. My grand-
father and his sister Magella were the only children who sur-
vived them.

 8) Education: I attended the University of Oklahoma, the 
University of Tulsa and Southwest Texas State University, now 
Texas State University in San Marcos, Texas. My field of study 
was Geography with an emphasis on water. After the birth of 
Mason, I chose to be a full-time mother and to home school my 
boys. I have considered completing my degree, because I find the 
study of water, in all aspects, fascinating. This has carried over 
to my time served on Congress, concerning Osage water rights. 

 9) Work Experience: Since 2012, I have had the privilege and 
honor to serve on the Osage Nation Congress in several leader-
ship roles and as a member of numerous committees: 1st year - 
Chair of Governmental Operations Committee; 2nd year - Chair 
of Commerce and Economic Development Committee; 3rd year 
- Chair of Water Rights Taskforce; 3rd and 4th year - Speaker 
of Congress; 6th year - Chair of Appropriations Committee; 7th 
year - Chair of Appropriations and Chair of Commerce, Gaming 
and Land Committees. Staying informed, engaging with tribal 
members, collecting data, understanding the finance of our Na-
tion and how the Legislative power and process serve the people 
is my most recent employment and my only position of profit for 
seven years. My husband and I own a family business in Hom-
iny; and my siblings and I own a small cow/calf operation uti-
lizing our family’s allotted lands for sustaining the herd. While 
living in Texas 1985-2002, I worked middle management for an 
oil company. 

10) Are you cultural? Osage culture is personal to each of us 
and to our family traditions, and is a common thread binding 
us all together. I do participate in the I’n-Lon-Schka. I served 
as a Zon-Zo-li committee cook 1985-88. I don’t weave, but have 
finished several woman’s belts (very hard on the fingers) and I 
highly regard the Osage artisans we depend on, who teach their 
skills and supply items to those who don’t have the ability to 
create for themselves. I have always supported the expansion of 
the Osage Nation Culture and Language by an affirmative vote.

11) Are you related to any other candidate? I am not closely 
related to any candidates.

12) Are you related to a current Osage official? I am not 
closely related to any elected officials.

13) Anything else you would like to add? I have had the op-
portunity to speak with many tribal members throughout the 
years and am thankful for every opportunity to hear from them. 
I hope this includes you, and I would like to hear from you during 
this election season (918.760.0806).

Our Nation is facing challenges none of us have ever known. 
The suspension of Osage Casino operations due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the threat against our State Gaming Compact 
stands to have significant economic impacts on the Nation. Ex-
perience, knowledge of Osage Nation Law, and proven leader-
ship in its financial and legislative processes is pivotal now more 
than ever. I have a great respect for the responsibility I share 
with my Congressional colleagues. The work we do greatly im-
pacts the lives of all tribal members. For instance, the Tobacco 
Tax Relief Fund which I authored several years ago, has earned 
the Nation millions of dollars and was lawfully utilized to fund 
a cash shortage to the Health Benefit Fund. Writing legislation 
that benefits the community’s needs is my duty, one that I con-
cern myself with daily.

Economic Development is my #1 priority for our Nation. We 
offer excellent services and benefits to all Osage People. It be-
comes more apparent year after year that we currently have no 
available revenue for expansion of programs and benefits. Our 
financial base is near its capacity during normal operations. The 
Nation simply does not have the ability to offer more tribally 
funded programming to the Osage People until revenue earn-
ings are diversified into ventures in addition to gaming. It is up 
to your government to figure this out. I will keep pushing this 
message forward and will collaborate with all who come to the 
table.

I ask for your vote so I can continue to serve you. Thank you! 
 VOTE WHITEHORN

Candidate
Questionnaires

Michael Bristow
 1) Name: Michael T. Bristow

 2) Osage Name: Wah-Xa-Dane

 3) Clan: Deer Clan

 4) Band: Unknown

 5) Osage District: WahHhaKonLin

 6) Family: Divorced, No Children

 7) Osage ancestry: Mother’s side is Osage. Mashunkashey 
and Pitts Families. Ben Mashunkashey (Gr.Grandfather), 
Paul Akins (Gr.Gr.Gr.Grandfather), Paul Pitts (Gr.Uncle)

 8) Education: Northeastern State University: Bachelor’s 
of Science-Biology, Master of Science-Speech Language Pa-
thology.

 9) Work Experience: Lab Technician at St. Francis Hos-
pital; Geriatric Speech Pathologist at Encompass, Capstone, 
& HealthPRO Home Health Companies.

10) Are you cultural? InLonShka participant at age 8, 
Pawhuska War Dance Committee Waterboy at age 12, Com-
mitteeman since age 18.

11) Are you related to any other candidate? No

12) Are you related to any current Osage official? I am 
third cousin to Meredith Drent

13) Anything else to add?
My mother is Olivia “Biggie” Mashunkashey Bristow, 

born and raised in Hominy. My maternal great-grandfather, 
Ben Mashunkashey, was the first Drumkeeper for the Wah-
HaKonlin district. My father, Bob Bristow, was a member 
of the Native American Church. I am proud to have been 
raised with Osage traditions. I took my place at our InLon-
Schka dances at the age of 8 and I have held a position on 
the Pawhuska War Dance committee since the age of 12. 

As your Congressman, I will be devoted to the following:
Eldercare: I will instill a strong support for Eldercare 

during budgeting prioritization. I would like to see the Na-
tion focus resources into establishing a skilled nursing facil-
ity and develop a comtprehensive Eldercare program.

Integrity:  As a licensed Speech Pathologist working with 
geriatric patients, honesty and strong moral principals are 
essential. In my practice, I am retminded daily that when 
the health care needs of our people are addressed, we create 
a thriving community. 

Accountability: Our Nation can only move forward if the 
ON Legislative and Executive branches make the choice to 
work together, resulting in decisions made for the better-
ment of Osage Nation Citizens.  

I will strongly support funding for the burial assistance, 
health benefit card, and higher education scholarship pro-
grams. As a past scholarship recipient, I understand the im-
portance the scholarship funding provides to Osage students 
seeking higher education. I have been given the opportunity 
to give back to the Osage community the benefit of my Bach-
elors and Masters education by on the Osage Nation Health 
Authority Board in 2018. I desire to continue giving back 
to the Osage Nation and would be proud to serve as your 
Congressman.  

I am Michael Bristow, I am Osage and I seek your vote to 
serve as a member of the next Osage Nation Congress.

Mary Jo Kipp Pratt
 1) Name: Mary Jo Kipp Pratt

 2) Osage Name: Xhuedoin

 3) Clan: Golden Eagle

 4) Band(s): Big Chief Band 

 5) District: Zonzoli

 6) Family: Proud mother of 
George, Daniel, Manny, Ruby 
& Tuff; seriously proud grand-
mother of Julien and Malea.

 7) Osage ancestry: I am 
the oldest daughter of Stacey 
Kipp Pratt and granddaughter 
of Freda Lee Kipp. My great 
grandmother is Josephine 
MoSeCheHe WaXthiZhi (orig-
inal allottee 42), great great 
grandparents are Charles 
WaXthiZhi (original allottee 
40) and HluAhMe (original 
allottee 41), great great great 
grandparents include WyUT-
saKahShe (original allottee 
12) and NeKah (original allot-
tee 756).

 8) Education: I am a proud 
first generation college grad-
uate. I have earned an Asso-
ciate in Science – Accounting 
degree from Tulsa Community 
College, A Bachelor of Science 
– Forensic Accounting degree 
from Rogers State Universi-
ty, and a Master of Business 
Administration degree in IT 
Management focusing on Data 
Driven Strategic Solutions 
from Western Governor’s Uni-
versity. 

 9) Work Experience: 2014 
– 2018 Cherokee Nation Busi-
nesses - Corporate Accounting 
& Finance; created the annu-
al budget for assigned sector 
(total of $1 billion + annually), 
performed monthly financial 
reviews for all assigned LLCs, 
ensured all company costs 
were appropriately recognized 
in a timely fashion. Completed 
all work with heavy emphasis 
on teamwork, collaboration 
and problem solving. Ensured 
and appropriated spending. 
Captain of the Community Im-
pact Team volunteer group. 
2018-present Cherokee Na-
tion Businesses – Business 
Development; I creating value; 
contribute to proposal devel-
opment, analyze client needs, 
perform customer relationship 
management and partnership 
development. I work to cre-
ate, maintain, and grow long 
term-strategic relationships 
so that my business can grow 
and prosper for generations to 
come. Last but not least, I con-
nect  large corporations with 
minority and/or disadvantaged 
businesses. This includes hav-
ing the ability to bring diverse 
partners together to deliver a 
quality solution for our cus-
tomer. Captain of the Commu-
nity Impact Team volunteer 
group.
 
10) Are you cultural? My 
grandparents emphasized 
learning our culture; from a 
very young age, we knew our 
way of life, art, languages, be-
liefs, traditional ceremonies, 
dress, and music. We are very 
thankful for their efforts. My 
family and I have been blessed 
to participate in our precious 
Inlonshka. At the moment, I 
am teaching my young people 
how to sew a men’s shirt (no, 
they aren’t taking orders just 
yet). They are also helping 
one another with restring-
ing beads, chokers and pret-
ty much anything else that’s 
needed. My family does not 
hesitate to reach out and ask 
questions; I encourage you to 
do the same. We have many 
elders that would be happy to 
visit. 

11) Are you related to any 
other candidate? No, not 
closely related

12) Are you related with a 
current Osage official? I 
believe we are one and that is 
our strength; we move as one. 
One family, one people & one 
Nation. 

13) Anything else you would 

Michael Kidder
 1) Name: Michael Kidder

 2) Osage Name: Hun Ka She

 3) Clan: Eagle

 4) Osage District: Zon-Zo-Li

 5) Family: 2 boys, Joshua and Caleb Kidder, Nephew Little 
Joseph Kidder, Niece Khristina Kidder

 6) Osage ancestry: Great Grandparents are Ben Wheeler and 
Fannie Wheeler, Amos Hamilton and Marie Etiva Hamilton. 
Grandparents are Muskogee Wheeler and Mildred Wheeler. My 
Parents are Mary Francis Wheeler Kidder and Dennis Kidder. 
Oldest of 5 boys, Gregory, Jeffery, Ben, and Joseph Kidder.

 7) Education: Hominy in 1987, then continued my education 
at the following schools Northern Oklahoma College and then 
to Southwestern Oklahoma State University (Weatherford OK) 
and Southern Nazarene University. 

 8) Work Experience: Barret Refinery as Quality Control 
Chemists (Owner Rocky Barret and current Chief the of the Cit-
izen Band Pottawatomie’s). Kerr McGee on the R&D chemical 
working with Titanium Dioxide’s surface chemistry, process im-
provement and product improvement. During my time at Kerr 
McGee, I was able to work in a team environment, chemical 
engineers, chemist and people from all over the world. Waste 
Management R&D converting methane gas into biodiesel off 
the landfill sites.  Osage Nation as Osage Gaming Commission-
er from 2014 to 2019, becoming Osage Gaming Commissioner 
Chairman 2018 to 2019. Resigned from Commission to go to 
Osage Nation in Financial Assistance, Title Employment and 
Training Coordinator. 

 9) Are you cultural?  Yes, in 1974 at age of 5, I came into the 
Zon-Zo-Li District In-Lon-Sca, during the time of drum keeper 
Mike Hopper.  In 1980 under Amos Shadlow Jr. Zon-Zo-Li Drum 
Keeper, I became water boy and have been on the Zon-Zo-Li com-
mittee for the last 40 years. I grew up surrounded by all my 
aunts and uncles in the Hominy Indian Village. We come from 
a traditional family and continue to try to maintain our Osage 
Culture, at all times. 

10) Are you related to any other candidate?  No

11) Are you related with a current Osage official? No
See pratt

—Continued  on Page 16
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like to add? I appreciate 
each one of you that support-
ed me two years ago. I am 
going to ask for your contin-
ued support now. There is 
not a day that goes by that 
I do not think about our fu-
ture. I know what we do to-
day will not only affect our 
children and grandchildren, 

but it will also leave a last-
ing impact that will be felt by 
the next seven generations. 
More than ever, we are living 
in extraordinary times. Our 
people have endured much 
in our long history; we must 
ensure that we are taking a 
unified approach and that 
our people come first. 

I strongly believe in trans-
parency, accountability and 
public trust. Having served 
in Corporate Accounting, 

I know the importance of 
maintaining and providing 
fundamentally objective in-
formation to key decision 
makers. The numbers tell a 
story and it’s vital to under-
stand that story as it relates 
to creating a budget & mak-
ing important decisions for 
our people. 

I fully understand the 
magnitude of the choices I 
make. After all, I am Osage 
and I believe in it. 

• Melissa Dailey: Personal 
page and Melissa Goodfox 
Dailey for Osage Nation

• Shannon L. Edwards: 
Personal page and public 
official page under 
Shannon Edwards

• Colt Herren: Personal 
page and Colt Herren for 
Osage Nation Congress

• Billy Keene: Personal page 
and Billy Keene for Osage 
Nation Congress

• Michael Kidder: Personal 
page

• John Maker: Personal 

page and John Maker for 
Osage Nation Congress

• Mary Jo Pratt: Personal 
page 

• Amanda Proctor: Personal 
page 

• Jodie Revard: Personal 
page

• Pam Shaw: Personal page 

• Joe Tillman: Personal 
page under Joseph Dee 
Tillman

• Jim Trumbly: Personal 
page and Jim Trumbly for 
Osage Congress

• RJ Walker: Personal page 

• Maria Whitehorn: 
Personal page and public 

official page under Maria 
Whitehorn

Instagram 

• Billy Keene: billykeene

• Michael Kidder: kidder526

• Mary Jo Pratt: 
maryjoforosagecongress

• Jodie Revard: jodiepode

• Joe Tillman: joetillman219

• Jim Trumbly: trumblyjim

• RJ Walker: rjwalkerjr

Twitter

• Billy Keene

• Mary Jo Pratt

• Pam Shaw

OnlIne 
–from Page 1

KIdder 
–from Page 14

legIslatIOn 
–from Page 6

pratt 
–from Page 15

fellow Osage at the time of cri-
ses.  My job I is to help assist 
and find jobs for Osage’s and 
other Natives. We also provide 
job skills, resume building, 
help with resume, interview 

skills and other skill needed 
to provide job stability.  It is a 
privilege and honor to be giv-
en this opportunity to work for 
the Osage Nation.   

I feel with my experience and 
cultural awareness, I would be 
a good fit for the Osage Con-
gressional position.  

–Michael Kidder 

Jodie Revard
 1) Name: Jodie K. Revard, Shareholder, and Restricted 
Landowner

 2) Osage Name: XU.THA.TOIn, named by Harry Red Eagle, 
Jr.

 3) Clan: Eagle Clan – TZI-ZHO

 4) Band(s): Beaver Band

 5) Osage District: WA.XA.O.LIn District

 6) Family: My parents are Angie Coshehe Revard and Rob-
ert F. Revard, both Osage. I have an older brother Rick and a 
younger brother Matt aka Buff. My better half is Guy Ray Poco-
watchit, and we have two daughters Ashley and Allie. We have 
four grandchildren, Roman, Remington, Annalise and Hudson. 
We also have three dogs, Thunder, Jexi and Astro.

 7) Osage ancestral information: Maternal great-grandpar-
ents are Henry and Hope Coshehe, both original allottees. Ma-
ternal grandparents are John, original allottee, and Josephine 
Tomey Coshehe (Potawatomie). Paternal great-grandparents 
are Franklyn, original allottee and Romanzy Revard. Paternal 
grandparents are Mark, original allottee and Luella Revard.

 8) Education: Bachelor of Arts Degree in Business Adminis-
tration from Fort Lewis College in Durango.

 9) Work Experience: In reference to the Osage Nation, I have 
15 years of service, an additional four years as an elected offi-
cial for the 31st Tribal Council. I’ve held many positions with-
in the Nation over the years. Most of those positions included 
governmental accounting, budgeting, forecasting, managing ex-
penses, policy, and planning. I’m currently the Deputy Director 
of Operations, and my main role is to support the Director of 
Operations. Although my current position doesn’t include HR 
responsibilities, I work closely with 28 Departments that man-
age 60 non-tribal programs and 56 tribal programs. I have also 
served as a board member with the Osage Nation Foundation 
Board.

10) Are you cultural? I’ve cooked for five Pawhuska drumkeep-
ers in the past 19 years. I’m currently a cook for Cole Burris, 
our new drumkeeper. My Grandmother, Aunts, and other close 
relatives were cooks too. My relative John Henry Mashunkashey 
was a drumkeeper in the ’70s, and my family members have 
been on the committee for many years. 

11) Are you related to any other candidate, and if so, how 
closely? No, I am not related to any candidates.

12) Are you related with a current Osage official? If so, 
how closely? Yes, I am a first cousin to Andrew Yates and Paul 
Revard. I am a second cousin to Susan Foreman, and Everett 
Waller is my in-law. All serve on the Osage Minerals Council.

13) Anything else you would like to add? If elected, I will 
continue to support appropriations that fund our government’s 
Language, Cultural, Historic Preservation, Museum, and Burial 
Assistance programs. Furthermore, I will continue to support 
appropriations for our Drumkeepers, Native American Church-
es, Villages, new community buildings, and property improve-
ments to the existing arbors and chapels. I will also support our 
Cultural Advisory Board. 

Candidate
Questionnairessubverts the committee’s 

authority and directs a 
political contribution to 
be awarded.

• ONCA 20-12 
(Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards) is 
a bill to authorize the 
Membership Department 
to issue membership 
identification cards; to 
require members at least 
18 years old to obtain 
a photo membership 
card; and to require the 
membership cards to 
comply with the federal 
REAL ID Act.

• According to a March 
23 story by The Hill, 
The Real ID Act 
implementation plan 
stipulated that on Oct. 
1, citizens will need 
Real ID-compliant 
identification to board 
commercial flights, enter 
federal buildings or gain 
access to U.S. nuclear 
plants. The article also 
reported that President 
Trump is delaying the 
Oct. 1 requirement, 
citing the coronavirus 
to alleviate crowds 
at local motor vehicle 
departments nationwide.

• ONCA 20-13 
(Congressional Speaker 
Joe Tillman) seeks to 
revise the compensation 
of the Nation’s Chief 
Trial Court Judge and 
Associate Justices of the 
ON Supreme Court.

• ONCA 20-14 
(Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn) is an act 
to require the Nation 
to provide notice of its 
internet and electronic 
mail privacy policies for 
the benefit of the public 
and ON government 
employees.

• ONCA 20-15 (Edwards) is 
to establish a government 
tort claims process for the 
Nation for the benefit of 
the public.

• ONCA 20-16 (Edwards) 
is a bill to authorize an 
appropriate $4.5 million 
to the Nation’s health 
benefit fund from FY 
2021 tribal revenue for 
direct assistance to Osage 
elders (age 65 and over).

• ONCA 20-17 (Edwards) 
is a bill to authorize and 
appropriate $5 million 
to the Nation’s health 
benefit fund from the 
Permanent Fund to allow 
Osage elders (age 65 and 
over) to receive additional 
direct assistance ($400 
per member) and an 
additional $200 per 
member to enrolled 
Osages under age 65. The 
bill states its purpose 
is to assist Osages with 
medical costs due to 
the COVID-19 virus 
pandemic.

• ONCR 20-01 (Potts) is a 
resolution to recognize 
Osage Casino employees 
for their perseverance in 
the face of the ongoing 
Oklahoma tribal gaming 
compact situation.

• ONCR 20-02 (Potts) is a 
resolution to request that 
a hunting and fishing 
compact be negotiated 
with the State of 
Oklahoma.

• ONCR 20-03 (Potts) is 
a resolution to request 
implementation of a 
recycling program for 
all ON facilities or to 
have a recycling program 
explored and findings 
reported.

• ONCR 20-04 
(Congresswoman Alice 
Goodfox) is a resolution 
to support legislation 
by the Oklahoma House 
of Representatives to 
specifically add wearing 
tribal regalia by tribal 
students at graduation 
ceremonies as an act 
covered under the 
Oklahoma Religious 
Freedom Act.

• ONCR 20-05 (Whitehorn) 
is a resolution to 
authorize the Principal 
Chief to enter into and 
execute a Tribal Council 
Member Agreement with 
the U.S. Social Security 
Administration to allow 
the Osage Nation to 
extend Social Security 
coverage to ON Congress 
members. 

For more information re-
garding ON Congressional 
regular or special sessions, 
filed legislation and Congres-
sional committee meetings, 
visit the Legislative Branch 
website at www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/leg-
islative-branch
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2020 ELECTION YEAR
IMPORTANT DATES 

ELECTION DATES

• APRIL 17 Deadline to submit Absentee 

   Ballot Request form. 

   Request must be received by the 

   close of business at 4:30 p.m.

• APRIL 27 Absentee Ballot Mailing Begins

• MAY 29 Early Voting Day 1

• MAY 30 Early Voting Day 2

• JUNE 1  Election Day 

ABSENTEE INFORMATION
• In order to protect the health of our  
voters, we highly encourage you to request 
an absentee ballot. 

• Permanent Absentee Voters do NOT have to submit a 
new request form.

• Please call the Election Office to verify if you are a  
Permanent Absentee Voter.

• Make sure your Mailing Address and Absentee Ballot 
Mailing Address are current with our office.

• Please submit a new form if you did not mark the  
Permanent Absentee Voter option on the form that 
you submitted in previous election years.

• Make sure you submit a clear copy of your government 
issued photo ID. EXAMPLES: Driver’s License,  
Passport, Military ID, Tribal Photo ID, etc.

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT 
THE PRIVACY PROGRAM?
You can make the choice to receive mailings from candi-
dates. You will still be on the list of eligible voters AND still 
receive mailings from the Osage Nation departments. Sign 
up now by filling out the form found on our website or con-
tact our office and we will mail, fax, or e-mail it to you.

OSAGE NATION
ELECTION OFFICE INFORMATION

Toll Free: (877) 560-5286 • Phone: (918) 287-5286 • Fax: (918) 287-5292
E-mail: electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov
Physical Address: 608 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 928 Pawhuska, OK 74056
Website: osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections
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Making our way through
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News Culture Columnist

Last month, I wrote about learning 
to write Osage words via electron-
ic media. We heard the Osage word 
for buzzard, and they’re back on this 
island in the Columbia River riding 
the thermals. This week on Facebook 
Live in the beginner class Wakonze 
Celena taught us red-tailed hawk. 
Just as the Osage Language Depart-
ment is embracing distance learning, 
the Covid-19 virus has driven busi-
nesses and individuals across the 
country to Zoom meetings and digi-
tal platforms. Network news anchors 
are broadcasting from home.  

In Osage, we say húheka (per Car-
olyn Quintero) for sick. The old Osage 
faced more than one scourge. Histor-
ically, a scourge was a whip used for 
punishment, now it means a time 
of great trouble or suffering. There 
was suffering in Kansas. Those of 
us who have been to St. Paul, Kan-
sas, have stood beside the unmarked 
grave in the cemetery at Osage Mis-
sion, a stone with no names attached, 
and mourned those children. Many 
Osages died in the school when mea-
sles spread, and many adults in the 
bands died as well. Louis Burns lists 
the series of diseases that hit Osages 
in the latter part of the 19th century; 
I won’t repeat those painful numbers. 

John Joseph Matthews wrote 
that the Osages dispersed onto the 
plains when sickness appeared. As 
the Covid-19 virus spreads, the CDC 
and WHO recommend we isolate our-
selves to avoid coming into contact 
with it. In Washington State we are 
under lockdown, i.e. a “Stay Home, 
Stay Healthy” order, under which all 
gatherings including those for social, 
spiritual and recreational purposes 
are banned. 

In the small town where I live, 
our grocery is taking orders over the 
phone and making curbside delivery 
to minimize contact with elders and 
those with underlying health con-
ditions who are more susceptible to 

serious illness from the virus. The 
most essential social events in our 
lives—funerals and weddings—are 
prohibited. It’s hard to imagine the 
grief a local family endured over a 
father’s sudden death, watching a 
casket being lowered into the ground 
without even the usual words. A 
memorial service was broadcast via 
YouTube, but the physical gathering, 
the comfort of hugs wasn’t possible  
without risk. 

Isolating is the opposite of the 
community gatherings that define 
our lives as Osages, but still Osages 
take care of our own. In the Osage, 
volunteer groups are organizing, de-
livering food for seniors and sharing 
resources. This week Ryan RedCorn 
streamed bingo with print-your-own 
bingo cards for about 50 players. The 
Osage Language Department is still 
streaming classes. This is a time to 
check in with friends and family by 
phone and Internet, to take a break 
from the news when it’s too much 
and to be creative. 

Americans faced shortages and ra-
tioning in World War II. Osages are 
not new to sacrifice. Our veterans 
can tell us about missing the birth of 
a child, about enduring fear and lone-
liness day after day. We’ll make our 
way through together. 

Ruby Hansen Murray

InquIry
–from Page 8

Through the
WahZhaZhe Looking Glass

All photos courtesy of the Osage Nation Museum Facebook page

L-R: Dora Strike Axe Murphy McWhirt (Allottee #610), Daisy Ware (Allottee #719), Marie Strike 
Axe, Unidentified, Ca. 1920s, Osage County, OK. Photographer unknown, Black & White Pho-
tograph, ONM Collection. Outdoor scene of three young Osage women and one young un-
identified boy. All are dressed in common 1920’s clothing typically worn during the spring
and summer seasons. They sit on the grass in a yard fenced in with chicken wire. Wooden
farm structures such as a barn or chicken coop are visible in the background. In front of the
children is a fabric doll dressed and with the appearance of a Native American girl.

L-R Back Row: Doris Red Eagle, Burbon Murphy, Bertha Burnett. Front Row: Helen Murphy,
Norma Jean Murphy, Roscoe Murphy. Date unknown, Osage County, OK. Photographer un-
known, Black & White Photograph, ONM Collection. Outdoor scene in a rural neighborhood. 
In the background, two homes and an unidentified child are visible. In the foreground, two
rows of three individuals pose for the camera.

Studio portrait of Stanlee Anne Bigheart. Date unknown, Bartlesville, OK. Frank Griggs, stu-
dio photographer, Silver Gelatin Print, ONM Collection, gift, Mae Lasley. Studio portrait of 
Stanlee Anne Bigheart as child. Dressed in buckskin clothing with glass seed beadwork. The 
child sits on a box draped in a Southwestern style print. There is no identifying or distinct 
studio backdrop. The child’s right leg is propped on the box while the left leg hangs freely 
in front, center.

would begin the removal process for 
Edwards, who has served on the Osage 
Nation Congress since 2006. The com-
mittee amended the motion two days 
later on Feb. 27 to provide for due pro-
cess for Edwards, as called for in the  
Osage constitution.

The issue came to light after the 
Osage News published an article 
in its February 2020 edition about 
the swearing-in of Edwards as the 
Yavapai-Apache’s new appellate jus-
tice. Allegations arose on social media 
soon after that she disqualified herself 
to serve as a member of the Congress 
by taking the judgeship. The News 

obtained the article about her swear-
ing-in after Edwards sent a copy of it 
to the Osage News’ Editorial Board on 
Jan. 24.

Congressional meeting notices and 
agendas for sessions and commit-
tee meetings are posted online to the 
Legislative Branch calendar at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/con-
gress-legislative-branch/calendar

Filed legislation up for consideration 
of action is online at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/leg-
islative-branch/legislation 

During the session and committee 
meetings held in the Congressional 
chambers building, those public meet-
ings (except executive sessions) will 
be live streamed at: www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/multimedia/live-media.

Per an agreement with the Osage Nation 
Museum, these photos were purposely 

blurred as they can only be reproduced in 
the actual printed newspaper, not any other 
format, including thvis electronic version of 
the Osage News. To see the original images, 
get a copy of the latest printed issue of the 

Osage News or visit the Osage Museum.
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wOrKshOp
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FRIED RABBIT IN BATTER: Cut rabbit in small pieces, 
put in kettle, salt, cover with water and boil until tender. 

Wahzhazhe

Save the Date
–Local Events Calendar

APRIL 2020

April 
Osage News Candidate 
Debates 
Online via Zoom video 
conferencing
Watch Osage News Social 
media accounts for more 
information

MAY 2020
May 1

STAR Scholarship 
Deadline
For more information 
contact the Education 
Department
(918) 287-5300

May 15
Osage Nation Higher 
Education Scholarship

Registration Opens for 
entire school year
For more information 
call (855) 758-8609 or 
email OsageNation@
scholarshipamerica.org 

May 30-31
Five Moons Dance Festival 
Honoring Five Native 
American Ballerinas from 
Oklahoma
Hosted by OU School of 
Dance
Norman, OK
For more information email 
sarah.a.cermak-1@ou.edu
(405) 325-4051

JUNE 2020

June 17

Osage Nation Higher 
Education Scholarship
Registration Deadline for 
entire school year
11:59 p.m.
For more information 
call (855) 758-8609 or 
email OsageNation@
scholarshipamerica.org 

OCTOBER 2020

October 12
Osage Day

Have an event? Send event in-
formation to the Osage News, Attn.: 
Shannon  Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax to (918) 
287-5563. Make sure to include event 
date, location, email and web address 
(if applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contacted for 
validation, if necessary. Deadline for 
each subsequent issue of the Osage 
News is the 18th of every month.

Make a batter of 1 cup sour cream or milk, ½ tsp. soda, 1/8 tsp. 
salt, 1 egg and ½ cup flour. Dip pieces of rabbit in batter and fry 
in hot fat until golden brown.

RABBIT CUTLETS: Cut rabbit into pieces, simmer until 
meat is tender, drain and allow to cool. Sprinkle the pieces of 
rabbit with salt and pepper, dip in flour, beaten egg and crumbs. 
Fry slowly in butter or shortening until well browned. Then pour 
over 1 ½ cups of brown sauce, cook slowly over a low flame for 20 
to 25 minutes. 

STEWED RABBIT: In a dutch oven or shallow stew pan, 
place 2 onions sliced, 2 carrots sliced, 1 bud of minced garlic, 1 
cup canned tomatoes, 1 tsp. salt, ¼ tsp. black pepper and ½ tsp. 
paprika. Add two cups water. Cut up two slices of bacon over it. 
Cover and simmer until meat is tender, about two hours. Re-
move the meat and vegetables and thicken broth for gravy.

RABBIT SAUSAGE: Without cooking it, cut as much meat 
from the bones of rabbit as can possibly be obtained. Grind the 
meat with one medium onion, 4 potatoes and one slice of ba-
con. Mix well, form into patties, salt and pepper to taste. Dip in 
cracker crumbs and fry until tender. 

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Danielle Lynn Nelson

Congratulations!
Danielle Lynn Nelson is graduating with Honors from New 

Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Biology. What Danielle will be doing after 
graduation is not yet set, but certainly it will involve animals, 
science, and continued education. Currently, she is waitlisted for 
the WIMU Regional Program in Veterinary Medicine. Potential-
ly spending her first two years at the Logan Utah campus and 
finishing the final two years at Pullman Washington campus 
working toward her degree in Doctor of Veterinary Science from 
Washington State University.

Scholarship America still
administering Osage Nation
Higher Education Scholarship
Osage News

Scholarship America wants Osage students to know they 
are still working to administer the Osage Nation Higher Ed-
ucation Scholarship, despite school closures or limited cam-
pus accessibility.

“The COVID-19 public health emergency is affecting vir-
tually every individual, business, and nonprofit around the 
world,” said Scholarship America in a news release. “Schol-
arship America is committed to continue supporting stu-
dents in this time of uncertainty.”

Scholarship America is the nation’s largest scholarship 
provider. Their staff will work with students if transcripts 
and other documents are not available, according to the re-
lease. 

Unofficial transcripts will serve as sufficient documenta-
tion to complete payment request applications. For a timely 
response, they urge all inquiries regarding application sta-
tus or scholarship should be directed to Scholarship America 
at: email: OsageNation@scholarshipamerica.org

The Osage Nation Higher Education Scholarship is avail-
able to Osage students pursuing post-secondary education 
at the associate level or beyond. A wide range of educational 
choices is supported, including associate’s, bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s, and doctoral degree programs at accredited schools.

To apply for the Osage Nation Higher Education Scholar-
ship for the Spring Quarter 2020, visit: https://learnmore.
scholarsapply.org/osage

polling place will be at the ON Civic Center at 1449 W. Main St. 
in Pawhuska from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

For election results, the six Congressional candidates who re-
ceive the highest number of votes will be elected. There are at 
least two Constitutional amendment questions, which will also 
appear on the ballot. For the Constitutional amendments, 65% 
of electors must vote “yes” for the amendment to pass, Rencoun-
tre said.  

For more information on the election and voter forms, visit the 
ON Election Office website at: https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/what-we-do/elections or call toll-free (877) 560-5286.

Election Day voting to be held
at Osage Nation Civic Center
Benny Polacca
Osage News

In keeping with social dis-
tancing guidelines due to 
the coronavirus spread, the 
June 1 Election Day polling 
location will be at the Osage 
Nation Civic Center west of  
downtown Pawhuska.

The Civic Center is located 
at 1449 W. Main Street and 
will be open for June 1 Elec-
tion Day voting from 8 a.m.  
to 8 p.m.

The ON Election Board vot-
ed to set the Election Day poll-
ing location at the Civic Center 
on March 20. In prior election 
years, the multi-use building 
– formerly the Wahzhazhe 
Cultural Center – served as 
the polling place before mov-
ing to the ON Museum for the  
2018 election.

But with the rapidly evolv-
ing situation with the corona-
virus COVID-19 spread and 
increases in positive tests in 
Oklahoma and other states, 
the Election Board changed 
the venue to be proactive.

“As a precautionary mea-
sure due to the spread of the 
Coronavirus COVID-19, the 
Board decided to change the 
polling location from the mu-

seum to the civic center,” said 
Election Supervisor Alexis 
Rencountre. “This polling lo-
cation allows for a larger vot-
ing area with voting booths  
spread apart.”

The Civic Center’s open 
multi-use space allows for the 
Election Office to arrange the 
voting booths in a way to al-
low voters access with social 
distancing recommendations. 
According to the Centers for 
Disease Control, healthcare 
professionals recommend peo-
ple take preventive steps to 
avoid exposure to the virus, 
including placing distance be-
tween other people.

Also with the coronavirus 
situation, the Election Office is 
highly encouraging the Osage 
public to request absentee bal-
lots for the 2020 election. 

The deadline to submit an 
absentee ballot request form 
is April 17. The absentee bal-
lot request forms are available 
on the Election Office website 
at: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
elections and the Election Of-
fice can be reached toll-free at 
(877) 560-5286.

As of March 20, Rencoun-
tre said her office has received 
2,422 absentee ballot requests 
for the upcoming election.

Osage News File Photo

The Osage Nation Civic Center will once again serve as the site of Election 
Day polling on June 1.

Election Board certifies all 15 Osage
Congressional candidates for 2020 election  
Benny Polacca
Osage News

All 15 Osage Congressional 
candidates’ names will appear 
on the June 1 general election 
ballot after the Osage Nation 
Election Board certified the 
candidate list.

The board certified the 15 
candidates on March 9 during 
its regular monthly meeting 
in Pawhuska. Per the 2006 
Osage Constitution, all Con-
gressional candidates must be 
at least 25 years old on Elec-
tion Day and cannot have felo-
ny convictions.

“All filed candidates for Con-
gress met the requirements for 
candidacy and were certified,” 
said Election Supervisor Alex-
is Rencountre. 

The 15 certified candidates 
are: Joe Tillman (incumbent), 
Jodie Revard, Michael Bris-
tow, Colt Herren, John Maker 
(incumbent), Melissa Dailey, 
Jim Trumbly, Billy Keene, 
Michael Kidder, Pam Shaw, 
Maria Whitehorn (incumbent), 
Mary Jo Pratt, Amanda Proc-
tor, RJ Walker (incumbent) 
and Shannon Edwards (in-
cumbent).

When voting their ballots, 
Osages will decide on pick-
ing up to six candidates to fill 
the six opening seats on the 
12-member Congress. In addi-
tion, there will be at least two 

questions on the ballot asking 
for a yes/no vote.

In one question, voters 
will consider a constitutional 
amendment question of wheth-
er the Nation’s elected and re-
tained officials serving in all 
three government branches 
should be limited to five full 
terms in office.

A separate question for 
voters asks whether the Con-
stitution shall be amended to 
require candidates for Princi-
pal Chief and Assistant Prin-
cipal Chief to run for office on 
a combined ticket. If the ques-
tion passes, it will take effect 
starting with the 2022 election 
when those Executive Branch 
offices open.

The Sixth ON Congress 
passed both questions during 

its 2019 Hun-Kah Session as 
separate resolutions to refer 
the questions to voters. 

The 2020 Hun-Kah Ses-
sion commences for a regular 
24-day duration on Monday 
March 30 as the first of two 
constitutionally mandated 
regular sessions each year.

The ON Election Office is 
listed as “Osage Elections” on 
Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram social media platforms.

For more information on the 
elections or to register or up-
date addresses for voting, and 
to request absentee ballots, 
contact the Election Office toll-
free at (877) 560-5286 or visit 
its current website at www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-
do/elections.

Osage News

From left, top row: Joe Tillman (incumbent), Jodie Revard, Michael Bris-
tow, Colt Herren, John Maker (incumbent), Melissa Dailey, Jim Trumbly. 
Bottom row, from left: Billy Keene, Michael Kidder, Pam Shaw, Maria 
Whitehorn (incumbent), Mary Jo Pratt, Amanda Proctor, RJ Walker (in-
cumbent), and Shannon Edwards (incumbent).
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/
application-form.Applicants 
are welcome to attach a re-
sume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that 
all applicants tentatively se-
lected for employment with 
the Osage Nation will be 
required to submit to a uri-
nalysis to screen for illegal 
drug use. Employment will 
be contingent upon drug 
test results. OSAGE\VETER-
AN\INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verifica-
tion of preference must be 
included with application. 
For questions please contact 
Taryn Crawford, Osage Na-
tion Employee Recruitment 
Specialist at (918) 287-5445 
or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

Family Coordinator – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. The Fam-
ily Coordinator will promote 
coordination and integration of 
family-centered care to ensure 
participation and involvement 
of the entire family. He/she will 
provide and maintain quality 
helping services to clients, and 
will assist clients in their at-
tempt to reach individual treat-
ment goals.

Archaeologist – Pawhuska, regu-
lar full time. Staff Archaeologists 
provide support to the THPO for 
identification, preservation, and 
protection of Osage cultural re-
sources in the field and assist 
with Section 106 compliance 
review of undertakings on the 
Osage Nation Reservation and 
on Osage ancestral lands across 
618 counties in 15 states.

Nursing Assistant – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. The Nursing 
Assistant provides nursing as-
sistance to physicians, other 
providers and nurses in the 
care and treatment of patients 
throughout the life span.

Language Teacher (Non-Certi-
fied) – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. Under direct supervision 
of the Principal Teacher, teach-
es Osage Language classes to 
adults and/or children enrolled 
in the Osage Language program. 
Maintains professionalism in all 
interactions with internal and 
external customers. Maintains 
confidentiality of all privileged 
information.

Real Estate Services Internship 
– Pawhuska, Internship **In-
terns should have completed 
their sophomore, junior, or se-
nior year of high school and have 
an interest in working in some 
aspect of tribal land manage-
ment. The Intern will be learn-
ing the fundamentals of Osage 
Nation Real Estate Services as 
it exists, the most essential be-
ing able to identify allotments 
through legal descriptions. The 
intricacy of identifying tribal/
individual allotments is the 
basis of real estate. They will 
shadow the Osage Nation Real 
Estate Services field inspector 
in his efforts of classifying nox-
ious weeds and their invasion 
on our lands as well as marking 
pastures that have been over-
grazed or damaged. Office work 
will include using data collected 
from the field to generate maps 
and reports through the use of 
ArcGIS (geographic information 
system).  They will help assem-
ble an outreach event for our 
individual landowners and edu-
cate them on land management 
and how to protect our lands for 
future generations.

LPN Case Manager – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. The LPN 
Case Manager will coordinate 
activities within the WZZHC to 
benefit the patient, payer, and 
provider, as the patient moves 
across the continuum of care. 
The Case Manager will assist 
patients in achieving optimal 
levels of wellness, self-manage-
ment, and functioning capabili-
ty.

Law Enforcement Officer – 
Pawhuska. An Osage Nation 
Tribal Police Officer is assigned 
to field duty, which consists of 
both routine and complex Law 
Enforcement responsibilities. 
General job functions include 
reporting and documentation; 
preservation of public safety, 
peace and security of the Osage 
Nation Reservation and provide 
assistance to the Osage County 
Sheriff’s Department when re-
quested.

Sergeant – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. Under the direction of 

his/her immediate supervisor, 
the Police Sergeant job require-
ments shall include the follow-
ing: Plan, direct, supervise, 
assign, review and participate 
in the work of law enforcement 
staff involved in traffic and field 
patrol, crime prevention, com-
munity relations and related 
services and activities.  Serve 
as watch commander on an as-
signed shift, oversee and par-
ticipate in all work activities.  
Assume responsibility for as-
signed special programs projects 
or department wide functions or 
activities. 

Special Education Teacher – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. The 
Special Education Teacher is re-
sponsible for assessing students 
skills to determine their needs 
and developing teaching plans; 
adapting lessons to meet the 
needs of students; developing in-
dividualized education programs 
(IEPs) for each student; plan-
ning, organizing, and assigning 
activities that are specific to each 
students abilities, implementing 
IEPs, assessing students perfor-
mance, and tracking their prog-
ress; while also updating IEPs 
throughout the school year to 
reflect students progress and 
goals; and discussing students 
progress with parents, teachers, 
and administrators.

Alternative Certified Teacher 
K-5 – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. The primary responsibil-
ity of the Daposka Ahnkodapi 
Certified Teacher is to teach 
core curriculum and develop a 
community of Osage learners. 
The Certified Teacher will be 
required to work with children 
to develop fluency and litera-
cy in communication with the 
Osage language, while teaching 
core skills and objectives to mas-
tery as prescribed by national 
standards. Additionally, stu-
dents cultivate understanding 
and appreciation of Osage cul-
ture, inspiring self- esteem and 
strengthening attitudes among 
students and their community. 
The Certified Teacher creates 
lesson plans and teaches those 
plans to the entire class, indi-
vidually to students or in small 
groups, tracks student progress 
and presents the information to 
parents, creates tests, creates 
and reinforces classroom rules, 
and prepares students for stan-
dardized tests.

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship – Hominy, 
temporary full time. The Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed 
to provide Osage students with 
work experience in their chosen 
field of study. The program is 
designed to serve enrolled mem-
bers of the Osage Nation with a 
minimum of 61+ hours complet-
ed in an accredited college or 
university degree program. The 
intern program also accepts ap-
plications from students who are 
enrolled in their final 9 weeks of 
vocational technology programs. 
Applicants are required to carry 
a 2.5 or higher-grade point aver-
age in the semester previous to 
application. Please review the 
ONE Higher Scholarship Hand-
book for limitations and incen-
tives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers

BARTLESVILLE

Dishwasher – Bartlesville, reg-
ular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food and Bev-
erage Manager, washes and san-
itizes all equipment and utensils 
used in food preparation.

Main Bank Cashier – Bartles-
ville, regular full time. Respon-
sible for distributing banks to 
internal guests of internal de-
partments as well as dropping 
these banks with accuracy.  Pro-
tects company assets issued to 
them while dealing with guests, 
in an efficient and courteous 
manner.

Casino Services Agent – Bartles-
ville, regular full time. Respon-
sible for distributing money to 
gaming guests via check cashing, 
credit card advances, conversion 
of chips and coins, and gaming 
tickets into currency. Respon-
sible for providing support and 
service to club members and 
other casino visitors to ensure 
maximum guest satisfaction. 
Responsible for promoting the 
success of the Club Osage, by as-
sisting guests through the mem-
bership process, and explaining 
the benefits of membership and 
details of on-going promotions 

and events. Protects company 
assets while dealing with the 
public in an efficient and courte-
ous manner.

Bartender – Bartlesville, regular 
full time. Under general supervi-
sion of the Beverage Supervisor, 
maintain the bar area. Provides 
excellent customer service in 
a timely manner. Prepare all 
drink orders, delivers and re-
fills drink orders, and responds 
to quest questions and requests. 
Handle all payment transactions 
accurately.

Regional Count Team Attendant 
– Bartlesville, regular full time. 
Responsible for retrieval of cur-
rency boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations.  Performs 
all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

Table Games Supervisor – Bar-
tlesville, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for the overall effective 
and efficient supervision of all 
Table Games shift operations as 
assigned by the reporting senior 
including, but not limited to: 
providing leadership to assigned 
staff, ensuring effective internal 
and external communications, 
exercising appropriate judgment 
and decision-making skills, and 
ensuring that all departmental 
and staff activities are monitored 
and performed as efficiently and 
effectively as possible.  Ensures 
assigned staff operate in com-
pliance with applicable internal 
policies and procedures, gaming 
regulations, and external agency 
requirements. 

HOMINY

Security Officer – Hominy, reg-
ular full time. Protects compa-
ny assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must 
be able to perform each essen-
tial job duty satisfactorily.  The 
requirements listed below are 
representative of the knowledge, 
skill and/or ability required.  
Individual must be at least 18 
years of age. 

Regional Count Team Attendant 
– Hominy, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for retrieval of curren-
cy boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations.  Performs 
all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

Short Order Cook – Hominy , 
regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and estab-
lished safety policies and proce-
dures.

PAWHUSKA

Regional Count Team Attendant 
– Pawhuska, regular full time. 
Responsible for retrieval of cur-
rency boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations.  Performs 
all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

Short Order Cook – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and estab-
lished safety policies and proce-
dures.

PONCA CITY

Dishwasher – Ponca City, reg-
ular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food and Bev-
erage Manager, washes and san-
itizes all equipment and utensils 
used in food preparation.

Restaurant Server – Ponca City, 
regular part time. This position 

is responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

SAND SPRINGS

Cocktail Server – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. This position is 
responsible for taking orders and 
serving alcoholic and/or non-al-
coholic beverages. Responsible 
for providing friendly and pro-
fessional service to every guest 
encountered.

Armed Security Officer – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Pro-
tects company assets and pro-
vides a safe environment for 
employees and guests. This 
position requires a welcom-
ing disposition and both strong 
communication and interactive 
skills, as this is the first Osage 
Casino Employee to greet visi-
tors and answer phones.

SKIATOOK 

Dishwasher – Skiatook, regular 
full time. Under general super-
vision of the Food and Beverage 
Manager, washes and sanitizes 
all equipment and utensils used 
in food preparation.

Cage Supervisor – Skiatook, reg-
ular full time. Responsible for 
the overall effective and efficient 
coordination and supervision of 
the Cage Department on shift 
and/or as assigned by the report-
ing senior.

Regional Count Team Attendant 
– Skiatook, regular part time. 
Responsible for retrieval of cur-
rency boxes and table game drop 
boxes, emptying drop boxes once 
they are delivered to the count 
room and ensuring accuracy of 
daily count operations.  Performs 
all duties at multiple properties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws including but 
not limited to the USA Patriot 
Act, and gaming regulations.

Security Officer – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must 
be able to perform each essen-
tial job duty satisfactorily.  The 
requirements listed below are 
representative of the knowledge, 
skill and/or ability required.  
Individual must be at least 18 
years of age. 

Restaurant Server – Skiatook, 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

TULSA

Player Development Assistant 
Manager – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Responsible for assisting in 
the overall effective and efficient 
management of all Player Devel-
opment operations as assigned 
by the reporting senior. Assists 
in ensuring consistent expansion 
of players’ club membership and 
is responsible for growth among 
existing high-end guests.  Assist 
guests in every way possible to 
ensure the highest level of guest 
satisfaction and loyalty.  

Restaurant Server – TBG- Tulsa, 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

Case Manager – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Responsible for the 
overall effective and efficient 
management of the Cage Depart-
ment operations at the property 
level.  Provides leadership to as-
signed staff, ensuring effective 
internal and external communi-
cations, exercising appropriate 
judgment and decision-making 
skills, and ensuring that all de-
partmental operations are mon-
itored and conducted efficiently 
and effectively.

Short Order Cook -Roni Peppo’s 
Pizza – Tulsa, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of the 
Food & Beverage Supervisor, 
maintains an efficient food oper-
ation by preparing hot and cold 
food items in accordance with 
production requirements, reci-

pes and established safety poli-
cies and procedures.

Banquet Server – Tulsa, regular 
full time. The Banquet Server 
are wait staff performing food 
preparation, serving, and clean-
ing duties at company banquets, 
special events and special din-
ners. Banquet Servers are re-
sponsible for a positive guest 
experience for all Osage Casinos 
guest attending company events.

Maintenance Technician – Tul-
sa, regular full time. This posi-
tion is responsible for the overall 
maintenance, plumbing, and 
electrical components of the 
building and grounds. 

Craft Beer Sales – Tulsa, regular 
full time. This position is the face 
of Nine Band Tulsa and our front 
line connection to our distrib-
utors, accounts and customers 
throughout the state of Oklaho-
ma.  Primary goal is to sell our 
beers by creating and fostering 
relationships with those distrib-
utors, accounts and customers, 
and by educating those parties 
on Nine Band Brewery brands.  
Using interpersonal skills, to 
build our brands through the ex-
ecuting of sales and marketing 
plan for the territory, including 
strengthened relationships with 
distributors and ting accounts, 
identifying and closing new sales 
opportunities, and executing 
program targets.

Dual Rate Table Games Dealer 
– Tulsa, regular full time. The 
Dual Rate Table Games Dealer 
will function as a Dealer or Su-
pervisor depending on the needs 
of business. Responsible for deal-
ing all games offered at OC in a 
friendly efficient manner.  When 
supervising, responsible for the 
overall effective and efficient 
supervision of all Table Games 
shift operations including, but 
not limited to: providing leader-
ship to assigned staff, ensuring 
effective internal and external 
communications, exercising ap-
propriate judgment and deci-
sion-making skills, and ensuring 
that all departmental and staff 
activities are monitored and 
performed as efficiently and ef-
fectively as possible.  Ensures 
assigned staff operates in com-
pliance with applicable internal 
policies and procedures, gaming 
regulations, and external agency 
requirements.

Dual Rate Table Games Dealer 
– Tulsa, regular part time. The 
Dual Rate Table Games Dealer 
will function as a Dealer or Su-
pervisor depending on the needs 
of business. Responsible for deal-
ing all games offered at OC in a 
friendly efficient manner.  When 
supervising, responsible for the 
overall effective and efficient 
supervision of all Table Games 
shift operations including, but 
not limited to: providing leader-
ship to assigned staff, ensuring 
effective internal and external 
communications, exercising ap-
propriate judgment and deci-
sion-making skills, and ensuring 
that all departmental and staff 
activities are monitored and 
performed as efficiently and ef-
fectively as possible.  Ensures 
assigned staff operates in com-
pliance with applicable internal 
policies and procedures, gaming 
regulations, and external agency 
requirements.

Restaurant Server Thunder Bar 
& Grill – Tulsa, regular part 
time. This position is responsi-
ble for taking orders and serving 
food, alcoholic and/or non-alco-
holic beverages. Responsible for 
proper settlement of all trans-
actions at point of sale. Respon-
sible for providing friendly and 
professional service to every 
guest encountered.

Restaurant Server – Stonecreek 
– Tulsa, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for taking 
orders and serving food, alcoholic 
and/or non-alcoholic beverages. 
Responsible for proper settle-
ment of all transactions at point 
of sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

Maintenance Engineer, Electri-
cal – Tulsa, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
the overall renovation, planned 
maintenance of electrical com-
ponents, including motors, con-
trollers, light control system, 
and LV distribution on assigned 
properties and grounds. 
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Sarah Jane Tinker Soderstrom

Sarah Jane Tinker Soderstrom
Sarah Jane Tinker Soderstrom, 

age 100 passed peacefully on March 
9, 2020 at her home in Houston, TX. 
Sarah Jane was a beauty with a sharp 
wit and loving, generous nature that 
stayed with her into her senior years.

She was born February 29, 1920, a 
member of the Osage Indian tribe, the 
daughter of Alex and Na Dine Tinker 
on their family farm in Ralston, OK. 
Sarah Jane grew up among four broth-
ers: Nick, Ed, Jack, and Bill. Her fami-
ly had deep roots in Osage County and 
the tribe, but they feared to remain 
there in the early 1920s when many 
Osages were murdered for their inher-
itance, a dark period often referred to 
as “the Osage Murders.” The family 
moved to Colorado for their safety, but 
that didn’t stop Sarah Jane from giv-
ing her family a scare by falling into a 
creek at age 5. She was rescued by a 
bystander. That man came to visit her 
the next day, and asked to keep a sou-
venir of the adventure, her “little red 
shoe.”

She was married in 1942 to Joe Sod-
erstrom, with whom she had two chil-
dren, Patricia and Joe Jr. She lost her 
son Joe Jr. to leukemia in 1981 at age 
36. Her husband Joe suffered a stroke 
in 1984, and she cared for him until his 
death in 1999.  She is survived by her 
daughter Patricia Soderstrom of Hous-
ton, her grandsons Mark and Michael 
Stevens, and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Her leap year birthday was celebrat-
ed by her extended family throughout 
her life. In her 80th year, her family 
celebrated her “20th” birthday with a 
3-day celebration including a family 
barbecue, a party in Pawhuska with 
150 guests, and a family bus tour of 
Tinker Air Force Base, which was 

named for her uncle, Major General 
Clarence Tinker of World War II fame.

Sarah Jane was a remarkable wom-
an and was deeply loved by her family 
and friends. She was also involved in 
her community. She was widely known 
as a great cook and once prepared din-
ner for the noted Osage author John 
Joseph Matthews. Her family was hon-
ored in 1957 at the Muskogee State 
Fair as “Farm Family of the Year.” She 
was the first president of the Osage 
County Cowbelles Association, which 
began during her husband’s term as 
the Osage County Cattlemen’s Associ-
ation President. Her hobbies included 
gardening, sewing, painting, quilting, 
4-H supporter, golfing, and playing 
cards, at which she excelled. She al-
ways maintained an active social life, 
especially at the bridge table.

A memorial service will be held in 
Pawhuska, OK, in late June. Kendrick 
McCartney Johnson Funeral Home 
will be in charge.

Osage News Candidates
Debates to be held online
via Zoom video conferencing
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage News Editorial Board will 
host their Candidate Debates online 
this year, using the video conferencing 
service Zoom. 

The debates will be recorded and 
posted on the Osage News’ social media 
accounts on Sunday, April 26.  

The editorial board made the unan-
imous decision to cancel its in-person 
debates after the onset of the nov-
el coronavirus COVID-19. The virus 
caused community concern and the 
board announced their decision on 
March 12. 

“Our community is only as safe and 
healthy as our most vulnerable mem-
bers. We’re sad to have to cancel the 
Congressional debates but we know 
it is in the best interest of protecting 
our community. We especially need to 
watch out for our elders, family mem-

bers with conditions, and our broader 
Osage community members who have 
barriers to accessing quality health 
services,” said Editorial Board Vice 
Chair Tara Manthey.

“We know the debates are an im-
portant and trusted part of our election 
season and it is a priority of the Osage 
News to gather and present objective 
and thorough information about the 
candidates and their campaigns,” Man-
they said.

To submit questions for the Osage 
News Candidate Debates, email them 
to osagenews@osagenation-nsn.gov or 
message them via Facebook messen-
ger before April 22. The editorial board 
will meet for their regularly scheduled 
meeting on April 22 and will approve 
questions for the debates. 

Watch for more information and up-
dates on the Candidate Debates on the 
Osage News’ social media pages. You 
can follow the Osage News on Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram.

2020 Inauguration Day 
set for July 11 at the Tulsa 
Osage Casino Hotel
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The 2020 Osage Nation inaugu-
ration ceremony is scheduled Sat-
urday, July 11, at the Tulsa Osage 
Casino Hotel for the incoming Sev-
enth ON Congress members to take 
their oaths of office.

This will be the first time the 
Nation’s inauguration for elected 
officials will be held at the new flag-
ship casino located minutes north of 
downtown Tulsa. 

On Feb. 20, the Congressional Af-
fairs Committee discussed prelimi-
nary planning for the inauguration 
where the six incoming Congress 
members – who win the June 1 gen-
eral election – will take their oaths 
of office administered by an ON Su-
preme Court justice.

Second Speaker Paula Stabler, 
also the committee’s chairwoman, 
suggested to the committee that the 
ceremony follow the same format as 
the last one in 2018 held at the Pon-
ca City Osage Casino Hotel. Details 
on invited guest speakers, including 
those who will deliver the event’s 
benediction and music performances 
are still in planning.

Stabler said she planned to visit 
further with casino event planners 
to discuss items including the venue 
room type in the conference/ banquet 

rooms, the lunch food menu and seat-
ing arrangements.

Later in the day on July 11, the 
12-member Congress will convene 
for its first special session at the ON 
Capitol Building in Pawhuska to 
elect its officers including the Speak-
er and Second Speaker posts and to 
form new Congressional committee 
membership.

The committee agreed to set the 
inauguration start time for 10 a.m. 
to allow for the inauguration activi-
ties and lunchtime and the commute 
time for Congress members and Con-
gressional staff to return to Pawhus-
ka for an afternoon special session 
to elect Congressional officers and 
to form new committees, which has 
occurred on past inauguration days.

“I like process, I know it’s a week-
end, it’s concerning to me to have no 
leadership,” Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn said in favoring a same-
day special session over another men-
tioned idea to wait until the following 
Monday for the special session.

The Congressional committees 
include four select committees (Ap-
propriations, Membership, Con-
gressional Affairs and Rules, Ethics 
and Engrossment) and five standing 
committees including Commerce, 
Gaming and Land, Education, Cul-
ture, Governmental Operations and 
Health and Social Services.

‘Congress on Your Corner’ town hall hosted in Fairfax
Benny Polacca
Osage News

FAIRFAX, Okla. – Ahead of this 
year’s Hun-Kah Session, two Osage 
Nation Congressmen hosted a Feb. 18 
town hall here for constituents to dis-
cuss updates and upcoming legislation 
that is filed for consideration.

The event – hosted and funded by 
Congressman Eli Potts along with Con-
gressional Speaker Joe Tillman – took 
place before the coronavirus COVID-19 
spread grew prompting states and 
cities to prohibit large gatherings to 
prevent people in groups from being 
exposed to the virus. That day, approx-
imately 40 people attended the event at 
the ON Elder Nutrition building.   

The 2020 Hun-Kah Session starts on 

March 30 for its 24-day duration as one 
of two regular yearly sessions as man-
dated by the 2006 Osage Constitution.

In his opening, Tillman said the 
Congressional sessions are times when 
difficult decisions need to be made, 
especially when it comes to appro-
priating the Nation’s money, which 
largely comes from the Osage Casino 
operations. Another upcoming issue 
facing the Nation is Gov. Kevin Stitt’s 
proposal to increase gaming compact 
fees owed to the state from tribes with 
gaming entities, which would require 
actions from the Nation’s Executive 
Branch and Congress.

But with the spreading coronavirus 
concerns prompting cities and states 
to issue executive orders and other 
actions forbidding large gatherings 

and businesses that generate crowds 
to close, a pending federal lawsuit re-
garding the gaming compacts status  
is postponed.

In a March 18 Tulsa World article a 
federal Oklahoma City judge extend-
ed a filing deadline and indefinitely 
postposed a hearing in a lawsuit filed 
against Stitt by three tribes (Chick-
asaw, Cherokee, Choctaw nations). 
Chief U.S. District Judge Timothy De-
Giusti issued a written order stating 
“in light of conditions resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the status/ 

scheduling conference set for April 3 is 
hearby stricken to be reset at a later 
date, the newspaper reported, adding 
the judge extended the deadline for 
mediation in the case from March 31 to 
May 31.

Potts said the town hall event keeps 
“an open line of communication to vis-
it with each of you just as I promised 
two years ago by having these town 
hall meetings that allow you the op-

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Congressional Speaker Joe Tillman and Congressman Eli Potts host a Feb. 18 
town hall in Fairfax. 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Congressman Archie Mason visits with attendees following a Feb. 18 “Con-
gress on Your Corner” town hall meeting in Fairfax hosted by Congressman Eli Potts and 
Congressional Speaker Joe Tillman.
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ent, but he was uncomfortable 
attending given the coronavi-
rus spread situation. “I think 
many healthcare professionals 
have made the recommenda-
tion that this – even having 
eight members in a room – is a 
risk and one I don’t think that 
we need to be taking.”

Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn said she also fa-
vors meeting by video confer-
ence given the spread risks, 
especially to elders. Whitehorn 
said she is caring for her fa-
ther in Hominy while her two 
sisters, who work as health-
care nurses, stay away to limit 
spread risks. “Yes we want to 
protect this (Congressional) 
body, but ultimately, it’s our 
community, (coronavirus) has 
no boundaries, it has no age 
groups, children can get it and 
recover from it quite easily… 
My opinion is we need to fig-
ure out how to videoconference 
this table, this chamber does 
not allow for us to do the type 
of (social distance) spacing 
that we need to have,” White-
horn said.

Second Speaker Paula Sta-
bler, who is the CA commit-
tee chair, said the Congress is 
required by the Constitution 
to meet every six months and 
postponing the entire session 
is not an option because the 
Congress can only postpone up 
to three days during the regu-

lar session. She also proposed 
rule changes could take place 
in order to allow the Congress 
to meet remotely during the 
regular and any special ses-
sions needed during the coro-
navirus emergency. Stabler 
also noted another option to 
consider would be for the Con-
gress to meet on Day 1 and 
then adjourn with plans to 
meet in special sessions. 

As the committee consid-
ered options for meeting, Potts 
said another option would be 
to meet on Day 1 of session as 
a Congress and let the session 
continue with the Speaker 
recognizing every three days 
that there is no quorum due 
to Congress members being 
physically absent due to the 
coronavirus situation. With no 
quorum present, the Speaker 
would publically state there 
is no quorum and would ad-
journ the session date and that 
would continue until a future 
date when the situation im-
proves, Potts proposed.    

Goodfox said she opposed 
the idea to meet every three 
days with no legislative ac-
tions taken due to no quorum. 
“I don’t want to sound like I’m 
not sympathetic, I’m taking 
care of elders … I’m the next 
at-risk (as a diabetic), we’re all 
going out and doing things, I 
assume everyone’s still stop-
ping to get gas, I assume every-
one here is going to the grocery 
store … I still think the hybrid 
approach of whoever feels like 

they can’t come in, if they feel 
more comfortable calling in 
and for those of us willing to 
go through a screening (if we 
go that route) are comfort-
able coming in that we should 
just go that route and proceed  
with session.” 

Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards, who attended the 
meeting electronically, said 
she agrees a unified Congres-
sional approach is needed to 
allow the session to continue 
with electronic means. She 
also said she is in self-isolation 
in the Oklahoma City area af-
ter being in contact with three 
people who are awaiting coro-
navirus testing results.

Congressional Clerk Shana 
Robedeaux said any proposed 
changes to the Congressional 
Rules to allow meeting by elec-
tronic means would require 
eight votes in-person first.

After committee discussion, 
the committee voted to au-
thorize Tillman as Speaker to 
issue a state of emergency for 
the Legislative Branch with 
assistance from Congressional 
legal counsel.

For more information on 
the Legislative Branch, filed 
legislative bills/ resolutions 
and committee meetings, 
visit: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/leg-
islative-branch.

portunity to provide input to 
us and tell us where we need 
to go with the direction of our 
Nation.” This is the second of 
two events – titled “Congress 
on Your Corner” by Potts with 
his first one in summer 2019 in 
Pawhuska.

Since the last town hall, 
Potts noted one legislative ac-
complishment is the passage of 
bill ONCA 19-40, which is the 
Nation’s budget control act. 
A previous version of the bill 
was vetoed, but the second bill 
passed after suggested amend-
ments were made, Potts said. 
“Right now, you have in Osage 
law – the first time since 
Standing Bear v. Whitehorn 
and Standing Bear v. Pratt – 
a budgetary law that this Na-
tion can rest its head on … Our 
budget has to be under control 
and we have to be aware of 
where our money is going to 
make sure it’s being spent on 
the right thing.”    

For the Hun-Kah Session, 
Potts said he filed six pieces 
of legislation that will be up 
for consideration and briefed 
some of those items.

Bill ONCA 20-09 seeks to 
create a budget impoundment 
process. “Sometimes when 
Congress appropriates money 
for an issue, we find that some-
how that money went some-
where else, we find out that 
money’s not being spent for 
what it needs to be spent on… 
(ONCA 20-09) is very similar 
to what other governments 
have that allows the Chief 
the flexibility to communicate 
back to Congress ‘I’m not go-
ing to spend this money as ap-
propriated by Congress’ and it 
gives the Chief an avenue to 
return the money to Congress 
that allows us to reappro-
priate it to meet the needs of  
the Nation.”

Another bill sponsored by 
Potts is ONCA 20-10, which 
seeks to increase the Nation’s 
minimum wage law for ON 
government employees to be 
paid $15.98 per hour. The cur-
rent minimum wage for gov-
ernment employees is $11.50 
per hour, which increased 
from $10 per hour in 2014 as 
part of a 2011 bill passed by 
the Second ON Congress. 

Potts said he noticed sever-
al salary increases in several 
Executive and Judicial branch 
job positions when the 2019 
and 2020 fiscal year budgets 
were considered. “What was 
left out of the budget was our 
minimum wage employees … 
we’ve always been progres-
sive. We’ve got employees in 
other branches of government 
who are seeing 20-30 percent 
increases in their salary while 
some of our hardest working 
employees are working for 
minimum wage aren’t seeing 
any of that benefit,” Potts said.

Potts initially told the at-
tendees the amount of work-
ers to be impacted by the 
minimum wage increase (if 
passed) would be six, accord-
ing to an inquiry with Human 
Resources. Later in the event, 

attendee Casey Johnson, who 
is director of Executive Branch 
operations, said the number 
of employees to be impacted 
would be 109 because that 
is the number of employees 
whose hourly salaries are cur-
rently set between $11.50 per 
hour and the proposed hourly 
increase of $15.98.

When ONCA 20-10 is con-
sidered, “there will certain-
ly be a fiscal analysis on this 
bill, if it is determined that is 
too large of an amount to be 
absorbed by the Nation, it’s 
certainly up for a vote by Con-
gress,” Potts said.   

Potts filed bill ONCA 2011 
seeking to require all political 
contributions made on behalf 
of the Nation to be funded, 
administered and awarded by 
a newly established Political 
Contributions Committee, if 
passed. Potts said the bill is to 
“develop a coherent strategy 
in how we contribute to polit-
ical campaigns in Oklahoma 
and nationwide because the 
Osage Nation is giving money 
to people who may not take our 
phone calls and I think that’s 
to our detriment.”

A question from attend-
ee Dana Murrell asked what 
precautions the Nation is 
taking with the spread of  
the coronavirus. 

Michael Bristow, a Congres-
sional candidate, who also sits 
on the ON Health Authority 
Board, responded and said the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center 
doctors are receiving notifica-
tions from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) on procedures, symp-
toms to look for, procedures 
to isolate staff “and then the 
steps to take to quarantine 
any identified individuals.”

Attendee Cecelia Tallchief, 
also on the Health Authority 
Board, said other clinic staff 
has opportunities to register 
watch webinars from the CDC 
to educate themselves too on 
medical care issues including 
coronavirus.

In later remarks to attend-
ees, Potts said “we need your 
help” in hearing input from 
the public because “this Na-
tion lives on once we’re gone, 
it’s going to take each and ev-
ery one in this room to call on 
us, holding us accountable … 
You’ve got to call us on a reg-
ular basis, you’ve got to check 
in with us on a regular basis, 
you’ve got to call the Chief’s of-
fice … we can’t do this alone, 
this Nation is as good as we 
are right here.”

For more information on the 
Legislative Branch, filed leg-
islative bills/resolutions, ses-
sion and committee meetings, 
visit: https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/leg-
islative-branch
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