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Gray testifies about MMIW to 
Oklahoma House Government 
Efficiency committee
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

OKLAHOMA CITY — 
The Oklahoma House of 
Representatives is one step 
closer to attempting to ad-
dress the number of missing 
and murdered Indigenous  
people statewide. 

For three hours, members 
of the Oklahoma House of 
Representatives’ Govern-
ment Efficiency heard testi-
mony from domestic violence 
advocates and families of 
missing and murdered In-
digenous women from across 
Oklahoma on Nov. 19. 

Drawing a standing room 
only crowd, the hearing was 
part of an interim legisla-
tive study requested by Rep. 
Mickey Dollens (D-Okla-
homa City) to potential-
ly address the high rates 
of missing and murdered 
Indigenous people across  
the state. 

A 2018 study published 
by the Seattle Indian Health 
Board’s Urban Indian Health 
Institute ranked Oklahoma 
10th nationally for the num-
ber of cases of missing and 
murdered Indigenous wom-
en, but also acknowledged 
that due to the dearth of 
data, the numbers are “like-
ly an undercount.” 

As part of his opening re-
marks, Dollens said he will 
be introducing legislation 
during the 2020 legisla-
tive session to create a task 

force to help address the 
problem. To help facilitate 
the study, the Oklahoma 
City Democrat met with In-
digenous groups across the 
state to get a better sense of  
the issue. 

“I’m not an expert, but 
the causes go back to colo-
nization, assimilation and 
fed legislation that was de-
signed to erode sovereignty,” 
he said. “As a non-tribal cit-
izen, it is important that we 
acknowledge that to move 
forward and work together 
to address this issue.”

Among the witnesses 
called to testify was Lib-
bi Gray, the director of the 
Osage Nation’s Family Vio-
lence Prevention Program. A 
survivor of domestic violence 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

ON Domestic Violence Program 
Director Libbi Gray testified at 
the State Capitol as part of an in-
terim study on the MMIW crisis.
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Director Martin Scorsese addresses the Grayhorse community on Nov. 20 at Wakon Iron Hall in Pawhuska. 

Director Martin Scorsese meets 
with the Grayhorse Community
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Much like an Inlonshka 
Committee Dinner, members 
of the Grayhorse District lined 
up around Wakon Iron Hall 
and one-by-one, from elder to 
small child, Oscar-winning Di-
rector Martin Scorsese shook 
hands and introduced him-
self to the nearly 200 Osages  
in attendance. 

Due in large part by the ef-
forts of Osage/Otoe-Missouria 
attorney Wilson Pipestem, 
who is also a member of the 
Grayhorse District, Scors-
ese and his team sat down to 
an Osage dinner prepared by 
Grayhorse cooks to hear con-
cerns from the community 
about the upcoming film “Kill-
ers of the Flower Moon.” The “Killers of the Flower Moon” Director Martin Scorsese and Producer Emma 

Tillinger Koskoff shake hands with Grayhorse cooks on Nov. 20 at Wakon 
Iron Hall in Pawhuska.

New album in works for young
recording artist after NAMA win 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Ava Rose Johnson, the 
youngest artist to win a Native 
American Music Award at the 
age of 12, has a busy winter 
and spring ahead of her. 

After her Nov. 2 win in Ni-
agara Falls, N.Y., at the 19th 
Annual Native American Mu-
sic Awards for Best Indepen-
dent Recording for her video 
“Heaven’s Window,” she is cur-
rently in the songwriting pro-
cess and gearing up to travel to 
Albuquerque, N.M., where she 
will record another video.

She recently performed in 
Wilburton for the Christmas 
Tree lighting on Nov. 22, said 
her father Nathan Johnson.

“We hope to have it [her new 
video] completed by mid-De-
cember. She is focusing on 
songwriting and hopes to be 
back in Nashville in 2020 to 
record some more music,” he 
said.  “She will be performing 
at three private events during 
November and December and 
participating in the Perform-

Courtesy Photo

Osage tribal member Ava Rose Johnson, 12, attended the 19th Annual 
Native American Music Awards on Nov. 2 in Niagara Falls, N.Y., and be-
came the youngest person to win an award.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage elder Cecelia Tallchief and her daughter, Osage Nation Con-
gresswoman Brandy Lemon take a look at Osage ancestral land at the 
opening of the Land of the Osages Research Center in Missouri on  
Oct. 28.

Land of the Osages
Research Center opens 
in Central Missouri
Benny Polacca
Osage News

GRAVOIS MILLS, Mo. – 
Thanks to a partnership be-
tween the Osage Nation and 
University of Missouri, the 
newly named Land of the 
Osages Research Center is 
dedicated to the Nation and 
now open to provide an out-

door classroom for studying 
agroforestry.

On Oct. 29, university of-
ficials, along with ON digni-
taries from Oklahoma, and 
local area municipal officials 
celebrated the opening of the 
Land of the Osages Research 
Center amid the day’s cloudy 
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Yonka pins are lily pad root, thinly sliced and cooked with pork in a soup for Osage dinners.

Harvesting lily pad root may 
not be a thing of the past
Osage News

On a cold, crisp November 
morning, Margaret Sisk, a 
master gardener who works 
at Bird Creek Farms, put on a 
scuba suit and waded into the 
waters of the Nation’s Cam-
pus ponds. She was digging 
for lily pad root, also known as  
yonka pins. 

The Osage count yonka 
pins as part of their tradition-
al diet, thinly slicing the root 
and cooking them with pork 
in a soup. It is a treat during 
Inlonshka when the commit-
tee cooks make a good pot of  
yonka pins. 

What used to be an annual 

harvest for Osages in the ear-
ly-to-mid 1900s, the practice 
has all but died out, but Sisk 
wanted to give it a try.

“I’ve never picked yonka 
pins before, but I’ve spoken 
to many people who watched 
their ancestors do it. We have 
so many lily pads on our cam-
pus ponds, I thought why not? 
They were just going to kill 
them anyway, might as well 
harvest them and see if we can 
cook them,” she said. 

The roots she managed to 
dig up were small, but it was 
only her first time and she 
is not dissuaded from try-
ing again and making it a  
yearly harvest.

From her research the best 
time to pick them is in No-
vember, after the first freeze 
has most likely killed off any 
snakes that may be in the 
ponds. Bull snakes and water 
moccasins have been spotted 
on campus in the past. 

People wishing to help need 
to purchase waders so they 
can wade into the cold, muddy 
water. The work is also stren-
uous, so keep that in mind,  
she said.

“I would love for Osages to 
come out and help. This is why 
I do my job, to get back to our 
traditional ways of living and 
eating. Every little bit helps,” 
she said.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Margaret Sisk harvests lily pad root, or yonka pins, in the Osage Nation 
Campus ponds in Pawhuska on Nov. 4. She plans to make the harvest a 
yearly activity and encourages other Osages to join her.

Courtesy Photo

Tickets are on sale at the Osage Nation Visitors Center on the corner 
of Main and Lynn Avenue, at Salt Creek on Kihekah in Pawhuska, or 
online at www.dancemaker.net. Adult tickets are $15 and student 
tickets are $8.

The Nutcracker Ballet to 
be performed Dec. 14-15
Osage News

Dance Maker Academy will present the “Nutcracker Bal-
let” at the Constantine Theater Dec. 14-15.

“We invite families and friends to make lifelong memories 
by attending this timeless ballet – showcasing our student 
dancers performing to Tchaikovsky’s beloved music. With a 
story that sparks the imagination of audiences young and 
old, the Nutcracker will whisk you away to distant lands 
with its whimsical battles, hypnotizing snow flurries and 
celebratory sets and costumes,” said Jenna Smith, Dance 
Maker Academy Director of Dance in a prepared release. 

“The community is invited to attend this ballet favorite, 
made famous by the late Osage prima ballerina Maria Tall-
chief, who danced the role of the Sugar Plum Fairy under 
the direction of George Balanchine with the New York City 
Ballet,” she said in the release.

Tickets are on sale at the Osage Nation Visitors Center 
on the corner of Main and Lynn Avenue, at Salt Creek on 
Kihekah in Pawhuska, or online at www.dancemaker.net. 
Adult tickets are $15 and student tickets are $8.

Dance Maker is a non-profit organization and all dona-
tions are tax-deductible. Donations can be sent to 400 Palm-
er Avenue Pawhuska, OK 74056.

“We thank our sponsors, Osage Casinos, Osage Foun-
dation, Jerry and Marlene Mosley, Dr. and Mrs. Cameron 
Rumsey, Steve and Ann Teget, Blue Sky Bank, and Jesse 
Worten III, for helping us to continue the legacy of ballet 
in the Osage and look forward to others joining our efforts,” 
Smith said in the release.

Photos Below by 
BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

TOP: Osage Nation Museum Director 
Marla Redcorn-Miller thanks individ-
uals and entities whose contribu-
tions led to developing the museum 
exhibit honoring Osage veterans 
during a Nov. 14 opening ceremony 
held at the ON campus in Pawhuska. 

MIDDLE: Photos of Veterans Day 
dances and area veteran association 
drums are on display at the Osage 
Nation Museum’s exhibit honor-
ing Osage veterans in Pawhuska,  
Nov. 14. 

BELOW: Osage veterans, officials and 
community members mingle and 
view items on display at the Osage 
Nation Museum on Nov. 14 for its ex-
hibit honoring Osage veterans.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

A veteran salutes the U.S. flag as it is being raised at the Osage Veterans Me-
morial in Pawhuska on Nov. 14.

A commemorative gold coin recog-
nizing the Osage Code Talkers is on 
display at the Osage Nation Museum 
exhibit honoring Osage veterans in 
Pawhuska on Nov. 14. A video pro-
duced by Ryan RedCorn on the Osage 
culture of honoring their veterans 
plays in the background. 
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Joan Yvonne (Lookout) Wilson, 77, passed away on Nov. 17 and was one 
of the last remaining full bloods of the Osage Nation.

Osage Nation loses
one of its last
remaining full bloods
Osage News       

One of the last remaining Osage full bloods passed away on 
Sunday, Nov. 17, the same day her husband passed away as well.

Joan Yvonne (Lookout) Wilson, 77, and John Paul Wilson, 80, 
both of Hominy, passed away on the same day, just hours from 
each other. 

A culture keeper of the Osage Nation, Yvonne Lookout’s name 
was synonymous with strength, ribbonwork, cooking, Osage 
language and traditions, and family. A yearly fixture at Inlon-
shka every year, she could be seen dancing with her children 
and sitting in the stands watching the dance. She helped many 
people get their Osage clothes together and find out more about  
their heritage.

The Osage Nation now has seven remaining full bloods. The 
Nation’s tribal membership is around 22,000.

The last remaining full bloods were honored in August of 2018 
at a ceremony held by the community in Pawhuska. They were 
presented with blankets and medals by Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear.

Standing Bear united with 
Osage Congress: gaming 
compacts renew on Jan. 1
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said a recent 
offer from Oklahoma Attor-
ney General Mike Hunter 
was not enough to show him 
or show the Osage Congress 
they should take action. 

Standing Bear and ON 
Attorney General Clint Pat-
terson were among the 200 
tribal leaders who attended 
an Oct. 28 gaming compact 
meeting in Shawnee at the 
Citizen Potawatomi Na-
tion’s Grand Casino Hotel  
& Resort. 

The meeting began at 9 
a.m. for the tribal leaders, 
going paragraph by para-
graph of the current gaming 
compact with the tribes’ at-
torneys in preparation for 
the meeting with Hunter. 
Hunter arrived at 1:30 p.m. 
and the meeting was over by 
3 p.m. Standing Bear said 
Hunter had a slide show pre-
sentation for the tribes but 
didn’t get past the first slide. 

He offered a binding arbi-
tration agreement to the trib-
al leaders on the condition 
they waive their sovereign 
immunity and that whatever 
is decided is enforceable in 
court, Standing Bear said. 

“I told Hunter that I would 
have to take the offer to the 
Osage Congress, but I didn’t 
think the Osage Congress 
would pass that,” Standing 
Bear said. 

A binding arbitration 
agreement is a private, less 
formal way to bypass tradi-
tional litigation. Hunter said 
the tribes could pick one arbi-
trator to sit on the three-per-
son panel, the state would 
pick the second, and then 
both sides would select the 
third arbitrator. 

The main conflict between 
the tribes and the state is 
the disagreement that the 
15-year-old gaming compacts 
either end or renew on Jan. 1, 
2020. It is the opinion of the 
Nation and the other 35 gam-

ing tribes of Oklahoma that 
they renew on Jan. 1.

“I have a resolution of the 
Osage legislature (ONCR 19-
19) which is very clear that 
we consider the rollover to be 
a fact of the compact and it 
is not in doubt. We reject the 
governor’s interpretation,” 
Standing Bear said. “Now, 
that means this is not just 
a legal question anymore, it 
is now a political question 
and the governor made it  
that way.”

Standing Bear said trib-
al leaders called for ad-
journment and he asked if 
they could be given a copy 
of Hunter’s presentation 
since he had only shown the  
first slide. 

“He [Hunter] decided he 
was not going to share the 
rest of his presentation with 
us and he declined to give us 
a copy. But everybody was 
very respectful to each oth-
er,” Standing Bear said. 

On Nov. 5, the tribes sent a 
formal letter rejecting Hunt-
er’s arbitration proposal, ac-
cording to the Tulsa World.

In fiscal year 2018, tribes 
paid nearly $139 million in 
gaming exclusivity fees to the 
state, a 3.48 percent increase 
over fiscal year 2017, accord-
ing to the Tulsa World.

Courtesy Photo/Okgop .com

Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt.

Courtesy Photo/Shutterstock

Tribes included in new federal rules governing Hemp production.

Tribes included in proposed federal 
rules governing Hemp production 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

Indian Country is one 
step closer to entering the  
hemp industry. 

An interim final rule for-
malizing the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Domestic 
Hemp Production Program 
is scheduled for publication 
in the Oct. 31 edition of the  
Federal Register. 

Once the interim rule is pub-
lished in the Federal Register, 
a 60-day comment period will 

start and remain open through 
Dec. 30. 

The establishment of the 
program, originally outlined 
in the 2018 edition of the 
Farm Bill, will allow indus-
trial hemp to be grown under 
federally-approved plans and 
make hemp producers eligible 
for a number of agricultural 
programs, including crop in-
surance, farm loans and farm 
storage facility loans. 

The interim rule includes 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osages and area citizens wait in line to audition at the Osage Community Casting Call for the upcoming film 
“Killers of the Flower Moon” outside the W Building at the Osage County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska on Nov. 9. 

Osages descend upon Pawhuska
for a chance to be in ‘Killers
of the Flower Moon’
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Community 
Open Casting Call felt more 
like a family reunion than 
tryouts as Osages from all 
over the country descended on 
Pawhuska for a chance to be 
in the upcoming film “Killers 
of the Flower Moon.” 

The film, based on Da-
vid Grann’s bestselling book 
about the 1920s Osage Reign 
of Terror, is sure to be a 
megahit with famed director 
Martin Scorsese at the helm 
and stars such as Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Robert De Niro 
signed on to the project. No 
other casting decisions have 
been made public at this time. 

Nearly 700 people came 
to the casting call Nov. 9-10 
at the Osage County Fair-
grounds in Pawhuska, with 
some traveling as far as the 
state of Oregon and some 
waiting for more than four 
hours to audition. 

The Norman-based Frei-
hofer Casting conducted 
the event, which is also the 
company that conducted the 
extras casting for the 2012 

film “To the Wonder,” which 
was also filmed in Pawhus-
ka, according to IMDB.com. 
The process included filling 
out paperwork that included 
questions about the individ-
ual’s knowledge of traditional 
songs or the ability to speak 
the Osage language. Measure-
ments were taken and photos. 
Some people were selected to 
read for speaking roles and 
some were called back for sec-
ond readings. 

Sheldon McNiel II, 40, trav-
eled from Kingston, Okla. He 
is the grandson of one of the 
last eight full blood Osages, 
Elda June “Kimmie” Morrell 
McNiel. He said he found out 
about the casting call through 
family. He asked his grand-
mother if she wanted to go to 
the casting call but she chose 
to go to her niece’s house in-
stead, he said smiling. 

“I want to be in the film to 
be a part of history. Also, to 
leave something for my kids 
and to just bring awareness 
to the Osage people.”

Cate Haney, 61, is from 
Hominy but currently lives 
in Choctaw. A portrait of her 
father Bell Charles Haney 

currently hangs in the Osage 
Nation Museum.

“The main reason why I 
want to be in the movie is 
to honor my ancestors. I’m 
Osage and I was also a the-
ater major and I’ve been in a 
film before, I was in ‘My He-
roes Have Always Been Cow-
boys,’” she said. “I’ve resisted 
reading the book, just because 
I feel like it’s just going to 
make me sad, or I’m going to 
feel the pain too much. 

“I heard a few stories grow-
ing up and I have read ‘The 
Deaths of Sybil Bolton’ and 
that was really good, that 
affected me quite a bit, but 
I have not read anything  
since then.”  

Talons Goode, 47, came 
from Fairfax to attend the 
casting call. The FBI inves-
tigation into the Osage mur-
ders takes place mostly in 
Fairfax in “Killers of the Flow-
er Moon.” Goode attended the 
Grayhorse Community meet-
ing on Oct. 13 about the book 
and film and said things hav-
en’t changed much for Osages 
living in Fairfax. 
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Center 
–from Page 1

weather, wet grounds from re-
cent rain and temperatures in 
the low 30s.

Located just west of the Lake 
of the Ozarks, the research 
center sits on more than 500 
predominately wooded acres, 
which was an estate gift to 
the university. Ancestors of 
the Osage and other tribes re-
sided in present-day Missouri 
during the Mississippian peri-
ods before their moves west to-
ward present-day Oklahoma, 
according to the ON Historic 
Preservation Office website.

Dr. Andrea Hunter, HPO 
director, said her office has 
partnered with UM on var-
ious projects, including the 
name selection for the re-
search center, which included 
consultation with the Nation’s 
Traditional Cultural Advisors 

Committee. The research cen-
ter is part of the university’s 
College of Agriculture, Food 
and Natural Resources

Based in Columbia, Mo., the 
university invited ON officials 
to the opening with attend-
ees including Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear, ON 
Congress members, Norman 
Akers, chairman of the Tradi-
tional Cultural Advisors Com-
mittee, HPO staff and other 
government employees and 
fellow Osages including ON 
Princess Leigha Easley and 
Kansas resident Ed Smith and 
their families.

Members of the Pawhus-
ka-based Harold Bigheart 
Smalley American Legion Post 
198 presented the flag colors at 
the event’s start followed by a 
drum group to sing a flag song. 
Vann Bighorse, director of the 

ON Language Department, de-
livered the opening prayer fol-
lowed by guest speakers. More 
than 70 people were in atten-
dance that day.

Dr. Sarah Lovell, Director 
of the UM Center for Agro-
forestry, opened the day with 
a “land acknowledgement, a 
statement that recognizes and 
honors Indigenous people as 
the traditional stewards of the 
land. The Ozark region had 
an important history prior to 
European colonization. As ear-
ly as 1200 B.C., this land was 
used for hunting and camping 
by early Paleo-Indians. More 
recently, the Osage and oth-
er tribes migrated across the 
area and inhabited the land 
now known as Missouri. They 
remained here for 1,300 years 
until the land cessions in the 
1800s. The landscape of this 
region holds this legacy in 
trails, hunting camps and sa-
cred burial grounds. We’re so 
grateful to the Native elders, 
both past and present, for 
their hospitality and their will-
ingness to share for the stew-
ardship of this land.”

The 500-plus acres is an 
estate gift from Doug Allen, 
who established MU’s H.E. 
Garrett Endowed Chair Pro-
fessorship in 2006 and passed 
away in 2017. Lovell current-
ly holds the Garrett Endowed  
Chair position. 

“Agroforestry takes agri-
culture and forestry practic-
es combining those in ways 
that create not just conserva-
tion, but also opportunity to 
earn and generate revenue 
from trees,” said Dusty Wal-
ter, co-superintendent for the 
Land of the Osages Research 
Center. “So, whether it’s sta-
bilizing creek beds with ripar-
ian-forested buffers or rows of 
pine trees with open alleyways 
where you might do alley crop-
ping, which is putting crops 
there … agroforestry pulls to-
gether in a way that creates a 
more holistic and better land 
management practice.”

Walter said the center sit-
uated on 550 acres would be 
used to conduct research, out-
reach and education, demon-
strations on ways to earn a 
living from the land and “also 
to encourage community, 
Doug really wanted the com-
munities to value this land as 
a resource.” Toward the end of 
his life, Allen researched the 
Osages and expressed interest 
in seeing the farmland named 
after a past Osage Chief, Wal-
ter added.

UM officials spoke with the 
Nation while the research cen-
ter establishment was in the 
works and a decision was made 
to name the center after all 
Osages after consultation with 
Hunter’s office and the TCA. 
Walter applauded the partner-
ship with the Nation adding he 
hopes it brings opportunities 
for the UM to both learn and 

have the Nation to be a part of 
the center’s development.

Chief Standing Bear called 
the occasion a “very moving one 
to see” with an Osage prayer 
and flag song both delivered in 
the ancestors’ words on the an-
cient homelands. “It’s an honor 
to be a part of it, it’s heartwarm-
ing for our Wahzhazhe to be 
back in our homelands with 
you good people and we hope to 
continue to share our lives with 
you in this beautiful place as 
we go forward.”

Akers thanked the UM for 
the research center dedication 
which started a year ago with 
the university reaching out 
about the property and inquiry 
for a name. “While the Osages 
have had great leaders in the 
past – we think of Claremore, 
Black Dog, Pawhuska – those 
are people who have led us 
into the future. Our commit-
tee thought about it because 
naming is important for us as 
Osage people. We wanted a 
name that reflected all Osag-
es, so we looked at Land of the 
Osages and I have to say we’re 
very thankful the university 
chose that name because it 
represents all of us.”

Akers added the partner-
ship creates opportunities for 
the Nation and UM to collab-
orate, as well as opportunities 
for Osage youth “to engage 
in healthy living, learning 
about agriculture, ways that 
are important to sustaining  
that future.” 

Dr. Christopher Daubert, 
vice chancellor and dean of 
UM College of Agriculture, 
Food and Natural Resources, 
said the Land of the Osage Re-
search Center is the college’s 
first opening of an agriculture 

experiment station in more 
than 30 years. 

Osage Congressional Speak-
er Joe Tillman also applauded 
the naming noting there are 
people residing in Missouri 
who do not know about the 
ancestral people who resided 
there in prior eras “and it is 
important to acknowledge our 
past and understand how we 
thrive in this landscape.” 

Other Congress members 
attending were Archie Mason, 
Paula Stabler, Maria White-
horn, Angela Pratt and Brandy 
Lemon along with her mother 
Cecelia Tallchief. 

UM Chancellor Dr. Alex-
ander Cartwright said the 
center’s opening is an oppor-
tunity for “us to not only con-
duct transformative research, 
but have a place where we 
can think about sustainability 
broadly, where we can under-
stand how it was done many 
years ago and to continue to 
do that into the future.” Cart-
wright also acknowledged and 
thanked the Osage dignitaries 
for attending, as well as a few 
of Allen’s family members. 

“It’s our collective experienc-
es and backgrounds that make 
us stronger, it’s the way that 
we come together and think 
holistically of what our future 
can be and we need to always 
remember that it is the inter-
connectedness of our beings 
that make the world a better 
place and the more that we 
can work together, the more 
we can do better for society,” 
Cartwright said.

For more information on the 
Land of the Osages Research 
Center, visit the UM website: 
https://cafnr.missouri.edu/
research/centers/land-of-the-
osages/.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear speaks during the 
grand opening of the Land of the Osages Research Center in Missouri on 
Oct. 29.

An Osage delegation recently attended the opening of the Land of the Osages Research Center in Missouri on 
Oct. 28.

grayhOrse 
–from Page 1

Grayhorse cooks served meat 
gravy, frybread, dried corn, 
squash, green beans and salad.

Pipestem facilitated the con-
versation as Osages stood up 
to tell their stories. They spoke 
about their ancestors, about 
their lives growing up within 
the historical boundaries of 
the Osage, and the trial and 
tribulations they faced and en-
dured. They spoke about the 
Osage Reign of Terror, how the 
killing of their ancestors left 
historical trauma in their fam-
ilies and how they have coped 
over the last 100 years. They 
spoke about strong Osage 
women, they spoke about 
Mollie Burkhart and they ex-
pressed their fears about the 
upcoming film and the impact 
they hope the film has. 

After all the Osages had 
spoken, Scorsese stood up  
and spoke. 

“My heart is in the right 
place. I hope I can do that, I 
hope I can give you that sense 

of knowing that what you’re 
giving to me, in my hands, that 
I’m going to try better than my 
best, I can tell you that,” he 
said. “We’re working as hard 
as we can.” 

“It is a process that we’re 
working on now … we won’t be 
finished with it until it’s right, 
I can promise you that.”

Scorsese said they will keep 
a constant dialogue with the 
Grayhorse community as well 
as all the other communities 
involved as pre-production 
gets underway. 

After he finished speaking 
Pipestem said there was time 
for gifts and photos, and ev-
eryone took advantage of this 
time. In what was supposed 
to be a two-hour visit, turned 
into nearly three-and-a-half 
hours. However, Scorsese nev-
er complained. He accepted ev-
ery gift, spoke with everyone 
who wanted to speak to him 
and took photos with everyone 
who wanted a photo. His team 
spoke with Grayhorse com-
munity members at length af-
terward and visited about the 
meal and its preparation. 

From left: Tracey Moore, Ted Moore, Martin Scorsese, Dee Dee Goodeagle 
and Sydna Yellowfish. 

From left: Janese Sieke, Raymond Lasley, Martin Scorsese and Gianna 
Sieke.

American Legion Post 198 veterans post flags during the opening cere-
mony for the Land of the Osages Research Center in Missouri on Oct. 29.

Norman Akers, Osage artist and 
chairman of the Traditional Cul-
tural Advisors Committee, at the 
opening of the Land of the Osages 
Research Center on Oct. 29.

Land of the Osage Research Center Director Dusty Walter speaks to visi-
tors during a tour of the research facility on Oct. 28.

A tour was given for an Osage delegation that recently attended the 
opening of the Land of the Osages Research Center at the University of 
Missouri on Oct. 29.
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BIA releases latest draft
version of county-wide
EIS impact study
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs has released a new draft 
version of a county-wide en-
vironmental impact study. 

Published in the Nov. 22 
edition of the Federal Reg-
ister, the current proposed 
statement offers four courses 
of action the BIA could take 
regarding environmental 
standards for drilling per-
mits across Osage County. 

Option No. 1 would be for 
the BIA to simply not take 
any new action and contin-
ue administering oil and 
gas leasing, drilling permits 
and workover activities in  
Osage County. 

Option No. 2 would put 
an emphasis on oil and gas 
development by requiring 
site-specific environmental 
assessments before drilling 
permits are issued. Based on 
production data, it projects 
that it would allow for an 
estimated 4,761 new wells  
by 2037. 

Referred to in the study as 
a hybrid, option No. 3 would 
take into account the density 
of wells in an area before al-
lowing new drilling permits, 
with fewer issued for sec-
tions with 17 wells or more. 
Sections with a lower well 
density would be subject to 
spacing regulations, includ-
ing buffer zones for cultural-
ly significant sites. 

Additionally, it would in-
corporate a blanket ban on 
drilling permits for areas 
within municipalities, near 
sensitive water supplies or 
near “highly vulnerable” 
groundwater supplies as 
designated by the Oklahoma 
Water Resources Board. 

Option No. 4 would add 
to the list of site-specific 
protective measures that 
would have to be taken in or-
der to get a drilling permit. 
For example, an emergency 
plan to provide drinking wa-

ter would now have to be in 
place ahead of time in the 
event that a lessee’s activi-
ties contaminate an area’s 
existing supply. 

It would also expand the 
list of areas now off-limits 
for new permits to include 
the Tallgrass Prairie Pre-
serve, all state parks, state 
wildlife management areas, 
municipalities, pasture ar-
eas used by the Bureau of 
Land Management for wild 
horses and any lakes ad-
ministered by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

Among the alternatives 
explicitly ruled out in the 
draft was the possibility of 
basing plans on oil pricing or 
the number of active leases 
in the county. Both were dis-
missed on the grounds that 
both are factors beyond the 
BIA’s control. 

A work in progress for six 
years and counting, the orig-
inal draft version was wide-
ly panned by producers and 
shareholders alike as unnec-
essary governmental over-
reach, prompting additional 
listening sessions in 2016 
and 2017. 

The final version of the 
statement, whenever it is ap-
proved and enacted, is slated 
to replace a blanket declara-
tion issued in 1979 that oil 
and gas operations in Osage 
County have no significant 
environmental impact. 

The comment period 
is open for 45 days; How-
ever, the Osage Minerals 
Council indicated its inter-
est in asking for an exten-
sion at its Nov. 20 meeting 
due in part to the pending  
holiday season.  

As per the notice in the 
Federal Register, a public 
meeting is also on the hori-
zon, but the date and loca-
tion have not yet been set. 

“It’s a process,” Second 
Chair Andrew Yates said. 
“We need to respond that we 
want the best option for oil 
and gas production.” 

Minerals Council
developing plan to
address orphan wells 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

The Osage Minerals Council may be starting 2020 with a new 
business plan to address unexpected oil and gas production from 
the area’s orphan wells. 

At the council’s Nov. 20 meeting, the Plugging Committee con-
firmed that it extracted 75 barrels of oil earlier in the week while 
addressing a purging orphan well. With the now-completed job 
paid for through its emergency plugging funds, those byproducts 
belong to the council. 

That new acquisition prompted a discussion on what to do not 
only in this specific instance, 
but also for the future should 
more orphan wells tackled by 
the council yield similar re-
sults. The Orphan Well Com-
mittee has been tasked with 
developing a comprehensive 
plan on the matter to pres-
ent to the council at its Dec. 5 
meeting.  

“I am excited to hear this,” 
Councilwoman Marsha Har-
lan said. “However, I feel we 
need to have a solid plan to ad-
dress this rather than a hast-
ily made resolution. We need 
to get a plan together for all wells like this, as I’ll bet there are 
more.” 

In other business, the council voted 5-2 to offer a sole source 
contract to Fred Storer to be a consultant regarding an updated 
draft of a county-wide environmental impact statement conduct-
ed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs on oil and gas drilling in the 
Osage. The draft was formally published in the Federal Register 
two days after the meeting.

Councilwoman Marsha Harlan and Second Chair Andrew 
Yates voted against the offer. Councilor Paul Revard was absent 
at the time of the vote. 

At the meeting, the council also indicated its interest in hav-
ing the 45-day comment period extended to allow more time to 
dissect the draft while working around federal holidays in both 
November and December. 

“If we don’t have a strong plan in place, they (the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs) will just roll over us and make us eat it,” Councilor 
Talee Redcorn said. 

“If we don’t have a 
strong plan in place, 
they (the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs) will 
just roll over us and 

make us eat it,”
—Councilor Talee Redcorn

CODY HAMMER/Osage News   

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear gives his opening remarks to the Sixth Osage Nation 
Congress to begin the 5th Special Session in Pawhuska on Nov. 19. 

Osage Congress passes
two bills for tractor and
Pawhuska building purchases
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation 
Congress held a single-day 
special session on Nov. 19 and 
approved two appropriation 
bills for purchasing a tractor 
for Bird Creek Farm and a 
Pawhuska building to be uti-
lized by the Family Violence 
Prevention Department.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear delivered an 
executive message stating his 
office called for the special 
session after hearing from the 
Treasurer’s Office that an out-
side auditor for the Nation’s 
annual audit needs to be se-
lected by Congress. Afterward 
other items of consideration 
including the proposed prop-
erty and tractor purchases 
were added to the Oct. 31 
proclamation announcing the 
special session.

During the session, the 
Congressional Appropriations 
Committee met to discuss and 
consider the filed bills and 
audit firm recommendations 
presented by the Office of the 
Treasury.

Bill ONCA 20-05 (spon-
sored by Congresswoman 
Brandy Lemon) passed unan-
imously, which appropriates 
$35,000 for the tractor pur-
chase with the funding to 
come out of the Nation’s capi-
tal asset fund. 

Lemon said the Executive 
Branch provided support 
documentation for the front-
end loader tractor purchase 
quote valid through Nov. 30. 
She questioned the need for 
the tractor and was told the 
current tractor from the farm 
“is operational, however oper-
ational for about 20 minutes 
and then they have to let it 
cool down, turn it off, they’ve 
done maintenance on it and 
upkeep, it’s definitely in need 
of replacing.” 

Jason George, Bird Creek 
Farm director, told the com-
mittee the current tractor is 
a 1984 model “that has a lot 
of hours on it and actually 

belongs to Tribal Works, they 
were gracious enough to let us 
use it as much as we need it 
out there.”

Treasurer Jim Littleton 
said there is sufficient funds 
in the capital asset fund for 
the tractor purchase in addi-
tion to other planned capital 
asset purchases authorized 
by Congress.

For the property purchase, 
the Congress considered and 
approved bill ONCA 20-06 
(sponsored by Congresswom-
an Paula Stabler), which 
moves $104,950 out of the Na-
tion’s retained revenue fund 
into the capital asset fund for 
the property purchase.

Stabler said the Executive 
Branch requested a spon-
sorship for the bill seeking 
the property to relocate the 
Family Violence Prevention 
Department offices. The prop-
erty, located at 1201 E. 11th 
St. is the former Love of God 
Tabernacle Church, which 
sits on more than one city 
parcels and includes a park-
ing lot, she added.

The building is in good 
shape, but will need reno-
vation work, Stabler said, 
noting the structure is about 
5,000 square-feet with the 
sanctuary estimated at 2,000 
square-feet and includes ex-
isting classrooms that can be 
converted into offices and oth-
er offices could also be built 
into the sanctuary space, 
pending visits from construc-
tion contractors.

The Family Violence Pre-
vention Program current-
ly uses leased office space 
in Pawhuska, so a larger 
building would help the de-
partment, including addi-
tional staff hired thanks to 
three-year grant funding,  
Stabler said.

Stabler said Alma Hager 
manages the building after 
Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards inquired about the 
structure’s ownership. Ed-
wards then said she would 
not be participating in voting 
on the bill “in an abundance 

of caution” because she is re-
lated to Hager.

Olivia “Libbi” Gray, direc-
tor of the Family Violence 
Prevention Department, was 
absent during the special ses-
sion to testify at the Oklaho-
ma State Capitol in front of a 
State House committee. Gray 
was a testifying witness that 
day on the topic of murdered 
and missing Indigenous wom-
en as part of an interim legis-
lative study. 

ONCA 20-05 passed with 
an 11-0 vote and one absence 
from Congresswoman Angela 
Pratt, who was attending a 
Native American veterans-re-
lated conference in Wash-
ington, D.C., Congressional 
Speaker Joe Tillman said at 
the session’s start.

ONCA 20-06 passed with 
10 “yes” votes with an absten-
tion noted for Edwards and 
Standing Bear signed both 
bills into law on Nov. 21.

Littleton said the Nation 
received seven bid responses 
from separate audit compa-
nies for the proposed outside 
auditor. According to the 2006 
Osage Constitution, there is 
a mandate “than an annual 
financial statement for the 
Osage Nation government be 
audited by a Certified Pub-
lic Accountant approved by 
the Congress or a commit-
tee of the Congress and pre-
sented to the Congress in a  
timely manner.”

In the end, four companies 
were finalists and were in-
terviewed by the Executive 
Branch regarding their re-
spective proposals for costs 
and services and past expe-
rience in working with other 
tribes, Littleton said.

After discussion, the Ap-
propriations Committee 
recommended Albuquer-
que, N.M. firm REDW, LLC, 
which has previously audit-
ed the Nation’s Osage Casi-
no operations. The Congress 
unanimously approved the 
recommendation then ad-
journed the special session 
that evening. 

Orphan well committee getting 
little to no help from BIA
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

TULSA — Despite not hav-
ing access to data through the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the 
Osage Minerals Council’s Or-
phan Well Committee is near-
ing its goal of evaluating all 
of Osage County’s abandoned 
production sites. 

Speaking at the annual Oil 
and Gas Summit Nov. 13, geol-
ogist Bill Lynn and committee 
chairman Talee Redcorn said 
the committee has completed 
“about 70-80 percent” of the 
grant it received through the 
BIA’s Division of Energy and 

Mineral Development to assess 
the production capabilities of 
1,602 orphan wells scattered 
among 559 leases throughout 
the Osage Mineral Estate. 

With up to 30 percent of 
the grant’s scope of work still 
incomplete and the deadline 
drawing nigh, the commit-
tee has applied for a three- 
month extension. 

As of mid-November, the 
committee has at least partial-
ly evaluated all of the wells on 
the provided list, including 25 
that were already plugged and 
27 more that were duplicates. 

To date, field inspections 
have been conducted on 172 

wells, including 19 that appear 
to have production capabilities 
secondary recovery efforts. Six 
more appear to be candidates 
to resume production using 
enhanced recovery techniques, 
such as the carbon dioxide 
flooding techniques current-
ly used by Perdure in the  
Burbank field. 

Although the Osage Agen-
cy did provide a list of orphan 
wells to the committee, most 
of its contents, including the 
wells’ depths and previous op-
erators, were redacted under 
claims of trade secrets. 

See wells
—Continued  on Page 16
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Osage LLC offices moving
to Osage County
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

TULSA — Osage LLC 
is getting a new home for  
the holidays. 

At its Nov. 13 meeting, 
the company’s board of di-
rectors approved a two-year 
lease for office space at 201 
W. Rogers Boulevard in Ski-
atook. Upon completion of 
the move in mid-December, 
Osage LLC’s corporate offic-
es will officially be in Osage 
County, something the board 
had previously indicated a 
desire to make happen.

“We are very happy about 
that (moving to Skiatook),” 
Chairwoman Kay Bills said. 

As moving prepara-
tions start ramping up, 
so is groundwork for the 
two grant-funded broad-
band projects under Osage  
LLC’s purview. 

Representatives for the 
Osage Nation, Osage LLC, 
the Oklahoma Department 
of Transportation and the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture are scheduled to meet 
Nov. 25 about the projects. 
Along with site visits, the 
group will collect topograph-
ical data for the proposed 
tower sites for both the Fair-
fax and Bowring projects. 

“It is finally moving,” 
Quality Control Officer Mol-
ly Franks said. “After we 
meet, everyone should know 

what’s going on and where 
everything’s at. From that 
point, we can move forward 
more expediently.”

That same forward prog-
ress is not to be found with 
respect to another govern-
ment contract underway.

Earlier this year, Osage 
LLC won a contract from 
Indian Health Services to 
provide assistance address-
ing a declared mental health 
emergency at the Fort Belk-
nap Reservation. The Fort 
Belknap Indian Community 
made the declaration after a 
rash of suicides and suicide 
attempts by tribal mem-
bers, particularly among 
the youth. According to the 
most recent data available 
from the Montana Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services, 42 of every 100,000 
deaths among Native youth 
is via suicide. 

The suicide rate still re-
mains high in the Fort Belk-
nap community, which is 
home to about 5,800 tribal 
members. Despite deploying 
personnel to the area in July, 
those medical profession-
als still have not received 
the necessary credentials to  
see patients. 

“They’ve been stand-
ing by, readying to go in 
and help with a declared 

See llC
—Continued  on Page 15

Revisiting an Osage murder: The Deaths of Sybil Bolton 
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. – Funerals 
can be a time of healing. When 
families laugh together as 
they grieve, they sometimes 
laugh even harder because it  
feels wrong. 

Award-winning playwright 
and director David Blakely 
counts on the power of that 
transgressive laughter to fuel 
the emotional journey of The 
Deaths of Sybil Bolton, a play 
adapted from Dennis P. McAu-
liffe Jr.’s 1994 book of the 
same name. The play is cur-
rently running at the Heller  
Theatre Company. 

Blakely does justice to this 
powerful and diabolically 
complicated history, making 
a strong play from a mem-
oir that is a family history, a 
murder mystery and a cultural 
commentary.

Sybil Bolton is 21 when she 
learns that her Osage trust 
accounts have been plundered 
by her stepfather, and guard-
ian, A.T. Woodward. She’s 
murdered outside her home in 
Pawhuska while holding her 

one-year-old baby, Kathleen, 
McAuliffe’s mother. 

For 60-plus years, Kathleen 
believes her mother died from 
kidney failure. That belief con-
tinues until McAuliffe trav-
els to Pawhuska and is told 
by an aging local barber that 
his grandmother shot herself. 
An assistant editor for The 
Washington Post at the time, 
McAuliffe begins to research 
her death and he uncovers the 
machinations of the Reign of 
Terror. As the story unfolds, 
all clues point to murder. 

McAuliffe examines his fam-
ily’s internalized racism, deals 
with episodes of problematic 
drinking, contextualizes the 
racism that Osages face, and 
examines the systematic mur-
ders of multiple Osages and 
the cover-ups that allowed 
them to continue. He comes 
to understand how his grand-
mother was killed. He covers 
a lot of ground, and Blakely, 
who holds an MFA from the 
Iowa Playwrights Workshop, 
weaves the threads into a full-
length play that grew from 
Four Ways to Die, a one-act 
play that won multiple awards 
for Theater Excellence in 2018.  

Blakely makes clear the ex-
tensive research that McAu-
liffe pulls from old Osage 
Agency records, newspapers, 
FBI files and reports of local 
morticians. He uses the en-
semble cast to dramatize de-
tails about the intricacies of 
Osage headright inheritance 
– skillfully winding through 
the arcane legal realities of 
Osage history, BIA bureaucra-
cy and the murders William  
Hale orchestrated. 

Quinn Blakely, an award- 

winning actor who says he 
hopes to be a strong play-
wright like his father David, 
plays Bryan Burkhart (Wil-
liam Hale’s nephew and ac-
complice), dispassionately 
reporting details of the mur-
ders, reciting atrocities with 
the kind of matter-of-factness 
with which they were carried 
out in real life. “Do you need 
to get shut of her?” he asks 
Woodward. There’s irony in 
the good old boy portraying 
the murderer, the cowboy au-
diences are conditioned to root 
for. He segues from a chatty 
character into an explana-
tion of how Uncle Billy would 
provide for him after he pro-
vides for [his brother] Ear-
nest with the headrights of  
murdered Osages. 

Burkhart’s character offers 
the most range, as he changes 
from a jovial cowboy to “just 
creepy,” as Quinn Blakely 
says. Actor Paulette Record, 
playing Kathleen Bolton, 
Denny’s mother, generates 
the most suspenseful moment 
when she asks Bryan, “Did you 
kill my mother?” 

To write about an alcohol-
ic Indian requires finesse to 
avoid reinforcing or traffick-
ing in stereotype. That said, 
addiction is an important part 
of McAuliffe’s memoir. Steve 
Barker, an actor who has 
worked with David Blakely in 
other projects, creates a lik-
able self-deprecating Denny, 
bringing emotional integrity 
to the role. McAuliffe wrote 
an honest book examining his 
drinking, even worrying about 
dishonoring Osages with his 
problem. Blakely stays close 
to the text, skillfully shaping 

the script. Barker drinks beer 
throughout the play, and like 
an alcoholic family in real life, 
the audience waits for the next 
shoe to drop in this increasing-
ly tenuous situation. Barker 
slurs his words and walks with 
the loose gait of a person under 
the influence. He hands empty 
beer cans over the transom one 
after another. The beer cans 
offer opportunities for strong 
stagecraft that punctuates the 
play. While the drinking is al-
most overdone, it offers a mo-
ment of connection when the 
audience learns that Denny 
has been 25 years sober. 

Osage actor Richard Luttrell 
plays both Sybil’s racist white 
grandfather and Denny’s 
great-great-grandfather, full-
blood Osage William Conner, 
who bookends the play with an 
Osage context of the events. 
The play offers luminous mo-
ments as when Luttrell res-

cues baby Kathleen from her 
stepfather/guardian’s house, 
saying tenderly, “Please don’t 
cry. Please don’t cry.”  

The play tackles a difficult 
subject for Osages. The un-
abashed evil among the whites 
who lived and whose descen-
dants still live in Osage Coun-
ty is painful to witness. 

Blakely attempts a delicate 
balance in using humor strate-
gically. It’s true that opening 
up an audience to feeling via 
humor can make the painful 
moments more keenly felt, 
but as an Osage, I wondered if 
the white-looking man seated 
beside me, guffawing loudly, 
fully realized the depth of the 
horror before him. 

The Deaths of Sybil Bolton 
will be performed Nov. 8-9 at 
7:30 p.m. and Nov. 9-10 at 2 
p.m. at Lynn Riggs Theater, 
Dennis R. Neill Equality Cen-
ter in Tulsa.

RUBY HANSEN MURRAY/Osage News

The cast of “The Deaths of Sybil Bolton” which was made into a full-length 
play after the one-act version won numerous awards.

Courtesy Photo/York Wilson for the UNC 
Hussman School of Journalism and Media

Dennis McAuliffe Jr.

Courtesy Photo

The book cover of Dennis McAu-
liffe Jr.’s 1994 book “The Deaths of 
Sybil Bolton.”

Courtesy Photo/Dennis McAuliffe Jr .

The marriage announcement for Sybil Bolton that ran in the Pawhuska 
Journal-Capital’s Society section. A woman gave the newspaper clipping 
to the play’s director David Blakely after finding it in her grandmother’s 
Bible. 

Minerals Council still considering 
TERA with federal government
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

TULSA — Questions still 
persist about the possibility 
of the Osage Minerals Council 
pursuing an energy agreement 
with the federal government. 

Speaking Nov. 13 at the 
annual Oil and Gas Summit, 
Osage Minerals Council at-
torney Wilson Pipestem re-
iterated to shareholders and 
producers that it is far from a 
done deal that his clients will 
pursue a Tribal Energy Re-
source Agreement. 

“We don’t know the rules 
yet,” Pipestem said. “It might 
not be the right fit for Osage.”

First approved in 2005, a 
TERA between a tribe and 
the Department of Interior al-
lows a tribe to review, approve 
and manage leases, business 
agreements and rights of way 
for energy development on 
tribal land without having to 
go through the Secretary of In-
terior every step of the way. 

Along with new provisions 
for biomass projects and hy-
droelectric licenses, the law ex-
plicitly directs the Department 
of Interior to provide technical 
support to tribes that are at-
tempting to develop energy re-
source development programs. 
It also calls for the expansion 
of tribal management and 

planning programs under the 
Department of Energy.  

If a TERA is signed, the De-
partment of Interior would still 
be responsible for coordinating 
with the tribe regarding main-
tenance of real estate records 
and title status information 
needed to evaluate property 
for potential projects or right 
of way leases. Additionally, 
the language explicitly states 
that the federal government’s 
trust obligations are not ab-
solved if a tribe agrees to pur-
sue a TERA. 

If the council decides not to 
pursue a TERA, it may come 
down to a question of funding. 
During the session at the sum-

mit, both Pipestem and Coun-
cilor Paul Revard said federal 
representatives told them that 
the language authorizing 
TERAs did not include funding 
provisions. Instead, they were 
told, they would have to seek 
out self-governance funding 
under Public Law 93-638, also 
known as the Indian Trust 
Self-Governance and Educa-
tion Assistance Act. 

“They told us point blank 
that a TERA doesn’t come with 
funding, so we’d have to look 
into (Public Law) 638 money 
to make it work,” Revard said. 

The final rules are 
scheduled to be published  
in December.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage/Otoe-Missouria attorney Wilson Pipestem delivers a presentation 
on Tribal Energy Resource Agreements during the 2019 Osage Oil and 
Gas Summit in Tulsa.
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BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

The Osage Nation Tax Advisory Board holds its inaugural meeting 
on Nov. 6 at the government campus in Pawhuska. Serving on the 
board are (l to r) Beverly Brownfield, Teresa Bates Rutherford and 
Rhonda Wallace. 

Osage Tax Advisory Board 
holds inaugural meeting
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The recently established Osage Nation Tax Advisory 
Board elected its officers and approved plans to attend a 
tribal taxation conference as part of first duties.

On Nov. 6, the three-member board held its inaugural 
meeting in Pawhuska and voted unanimously on officer po-
sitions with Beverly Brownfield now serving as chairwoman, 
Teresa Bates Rutherford as vice chair and Rhonda Wallace 
is secretary.

According to Osage law (ONCA 19-06 sponsored by Con-
gressional Speaker Joe Tillman) passed by the Sixth ON 
Congress during the 2019 Hun-Kah Session, the tax advi-
sory board is charged with duties including: reviewing tax 
laws, policies and regulations, performing research, attend-
ing conferences on tribal taxation and providing reports and 
recommendations for changes in policy and regulation to the 
Principal Chief and the Director of the Tax Commission, and 
amendments to the Nation’s tax code to the ON Congress.

The board shall also perform additional research as re-
quested by the executive and legislative branches and the 
board will have no administrative or supervisory functions.

During the meeting, the board unanimously approved 
travel plans to attend the 2nd annual Taxation in Indian 
Country Conference scheduled Dec. 3-4 in Las Vegas. The 
conference is hosted by the North Dakota-based Three Af-
filiated Tribes and features an agenda of session discus-
sions touching on updating tribal tax codes; taxation of  
tribally-chartered entities; and treaty rights and taxation.

Rutherford noted she is interested to hear the planned 
discussion on marijuana tax and the tribal cannabis indus-
try in Nevada. “We could look into doing the tax portion of it 
if we’re not wasting our time, I don’t want us to figure out all 
these steps and do all this stuff then find out we’re not going 
to do anything with it,” she said. 

Greg Carpenter, ON Tax Commission director, said the 
Nation’s 2019 fiscal year revenue from the Tax Commission 
exceeded projections and told the board any information 
geared at increasing tax revenue from attending the con-
ference is appreciated. The Tax Commission collects reve-
nue from services including ON vehicle license tag fees, 
business licenses and alcohol/ hotel taxes from the Nation’s  
Osage Casinos. 

Adam Trumbly, an Assistant Attorney General for the Na-
tion, attended the meeting on behalf of recently appointed 
AG Clint Patterson. “With the change in leadership, we’ve 
been restructuring our office, so we’re still trying to parcel 
out who’s going to specialize on what … From our end, we’re 
not getting a ton of tax questions, every now and then, we’ll 
consult with Greg on some issues … If there’s anything we 
can do to make it more efficient or more smooth, we’re cer-
tainly receptive to that,” Trumbly said.

For more information on the ON Tax Commission services 
and to obtain downloadable tax/ license applications, visit 
online: https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
tax-commission.

Producers voice concerns to Assistant 
Secretary for Indian Affairs at summit
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

TULSA — With oil and gas 
production still down across 
Osage County, the Assistant 
Secretary for Indian Affairs is 
rooting for local producers. 

Addressing more than 100 
attendees at Osage Casino 
Nov. 14 as part of the annu-
al Oil and Gas Summit, As-
sistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs Tara Mac Lean Swee-
ney acknowledged the unique 
challenges facing petroleum 
production in Osage County 
and committed to help better 
address them. 

“I want to continue to work 
with the Osage Nation and 
Osage Minerals Council on 
issues that impact develop-
ment,” Sweeney said. “I have 
extended my hand in partner-
ship to work with communities 
across the country to empower 
them. I am doing that today in 
that same spirit.”

To further emphasize that 
commitment to development 
and facilitating tribal energy 
sovereignty, Sweeney reiter-

ated that her office will prior-
itize implementing the final 
rules for the Tribal Energy 
Resource Agreement. The pub-
lic comment period closed in 
September and the final rule 
is scheduled for publication 
in the Federal Register by  
Dec. 31. 

The Osage Minerals Coun-

cil has not decided whether to 
pursue such an agreement, but 
has discussed the possibility 
both publicly with sharehold-
ers and behind closed doors 
with federal officials. 

Although the American 
burying beetle is outside the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs’ pur-
view, Sweeney also pledged to 
relay producers’ concerns to 
her counterparts at the U.S. 
Department of Fish and Wild-
life. The insect, which has de-
layed the permitting process 
for many producers, is under 
consideration for possible re-
classification off of the endan-
gered species list. 

Sweeney touted Indian 
Country’s growth from en-
ergy development in recent 
years as proof of her office’s 
commitment to facilitating 
self-reliance. According to the 
Assistant Secretary, tribal en-
ergy revenue is up 105 percent 
over the last three years, while 
oil and gas development spe-
cifically on federal land is up  
12 percent. 

The national growth rate 
drew pointed comparisons 
among attendees to the sharp 
oil and gas production decline 
in Osage County. As one pan-
elist noted, production across 
the county is down 46 percent 
over the last six years outside 
the carbon dioxide-enhanced 
recovery efforts in the Bur-
bank field overseen first by 
Chaparral and now by the 

2019 Producer of the Year, 
Perdure Petroleum. 

“It’s a different story here 
than what you shared what’s 
going on federal lands,” former 
Osage Producers Association 
President Shane Mattson said, 
addressing Sweeney immedi-
ately after her remarks.

“Burbank alone can’t fix 
this. We as producers are go-
ing out of business because 
we can’t deploy capital fast 
enough. We need permits to 
take two months, not a year. 
We need workover orders to 
happen in days and emergency 
permits to happen verbally. 

“We as producers need to 
be part of this conversation. 
There’s so much movement 
there (DC) that nothing comes 
down to help us in the re-
al-world form.” 

Other long-time area pro-
ducers and engineers shared 
similar frustrations as part 
of a roundtable discussion to 
close out the summit. In addi-
tion to the challenges present-
ed by the American burying 
beetle, additional regulations 
regarding seismic data collec-
tion and access to records have 
made it too expensive and dif-
ficult to drill for oil and gas in 
Osage County, they said.   

“I’ve had several business-
es refuse to come up here be-
cause they can’t get insurance 
on their equipment,” Charles 
Wickstrom said. “The industry 
view right now is to do busi-
ness anywhere but here.” 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Attendees, including Osage Nation officials, energy producers and share-
holders, listen to guest speakers on Nov. 13 during the 2019 Osage Oil 
and Gas Summit at the Tulsa Osage Casino Hotel.
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Assistant Secretary for Indian Af-
fairs Tara Mac Lean Sweeney ac-
knowledged the unique challeng-
es facing petroleum production in 
Osage County and committed to 
help better address them.

Osage Gaming Commission has
vacancy after Kidder resignation
Benny Polacca
Osage News

One seat is open on the 
Osage Nation Gaming Com-
mission board after Chairman 
Michael Kidder resigned in 
early October and is now work-
ing for the Nation’s Financial 
Assistance Office.

Kidder announced his res-
ignation at the Oct. 3 regu-
larly scheduled meeting of the 
three-member Gaming Com-
mission Board in Pawhuska. 
Afterward, the board approved 
a motion to appoint fellow 
board member Larraine Wil-
cox as chairwoman, said Gam-
ing Commission Executive 
Director Elizabeth Hembree, 
who added Wilcox present-
ed Kidder with a blanket at  
the meeting.

“Mr. Kidder was an excellent 
Gaming Commission Chair-
man and Board Member,” 
Hembree said. “His focus as a 
Gaming Regulator was doing 
what was best for Osage Casi-
nos and Osage people. He was 
always a pleasure to work with 
and we wish him the very best! 
Mr. Kidder will be missed!”

Kidder has served on the 
Gaming Commission board 
since 2014. He started serv-
ing as chairman after former 
board member Marsha Harlan 
resigned following her election 
win to serve on the Osage Min-
erals Council in 2018.

Kidder is now an employ-
ment and training coordinator 
for the Financial Assistance 
Office’s Employment and 
Training Program located in 
the Nation’s Welcome Center 
on the government campus 
and said he started work on 
Oct. 7.

“The transition from Gam-
ing Commission Board to 
Employment and Training Co-
ordinator, has been a big ad-
justment different type of job, 
but both just as important to 
the Osage Nation and Osage 
People,” Kidder said. “The 
Employment and Training 
Program serves low-income 
Native Americans within the 
Osage Reservation by provid-
ing temporary employment 
and training activities. The 
goal of this program is to as-
sist participants in becoming 

self-sufficient. We can provide 
services in the following areas:  
Education Assistance (GED 
classes, Adult Education, Vo-
cational Training, Occupation-
al Training, Skills Training), 
Employment Assistance (Em-
ployment Counseling, Job 
Search, Career Development, 
On-the-job training, (Direct 
Job Placement), and Cash As-
sistance (General Assistance, 
TANF) depending upon need 
and eligibility.”

“I feel very fortunate to have 
this opportunity to help tribal 
members and others in times 
of crisis, hopefully making a 
difference in their lives” Kid-
der said. “Some of our clients 
come out of the Osage Nation 
Primary Residential Treat-
ment (PRT). One of my goals is 
to build a working relationship 
with the PRT program and 
tribal members coming out 
of treatment, help them with 
needed jobs and job skills.”

Also serving on the Gaming 
Commission board with Wilcox 
is Gary Weyl. Per Osage law, 
the Principal Chief appoints 
individuals on the Gaming 
Commission Board and those 
appointments are subject to 
confirmation consideration 
by the ON Congress to serve 
three-year terms. The next 
regular 24-day session is the 
2020 Hun-Kah Session start-
ing in late March.

Michael Kidder

Osage Congress passes
budgets for FY 2020
government operations
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation 
Congress adjourned its 2019 
Tzi-Zho Session on Sept. 30 af-
ter approving the Nation’s gov-
ernment operations budget for 
the 2020 fiscal year starting on 
Oct. 1.

The two governmental 
branch budgets approved 
by Congress on Sept. 30 are 
ONCA 19-77 (sponsored by 
Congressman RJ Walker), 
which is the Executive Branch 
budget set at $27.4 million, in-
cluding $4 million in restricted 
revenue for the Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center; and the Judi-
cial Branch budget bill ONCA 
19-95 (sponsored by Congress-
man Eli Potts) set at $467,662.

The Legislative Branch bud-
get bill ONCA 19-74 (Potts) 
received approval by the Con-
gress on Sept. 24, set at $2.1 
million.

The last session day pas-
sages of the remaining budget 
bills come after several ses-
sion and committee meeting 
discussions throughout the 
Tzi-Zho Session that centered 

on where reductions could be 
made to keep FY 2020 spend-
ing under the Nation’s project-
ed revenue level.

Other appropriation bills 
for ON government oper-
ations passed during the  
session include:

• ONCA 19-84 (Potts) is 
an appropriation bill for 
$830,701 for the Nation’s 
matching grant fund for 
listed grants.

• ONCA 19-86 
(Congresswoman Brandy 
Lemon) is a $700,000 
appropriation for the 
Nation’s property 
improvement fund.

• ONCA 19-89 
(Congresswoman Paula 
Stabler) is a $20,000 
appropriation to the 
Pawnee/ Osage Court 
Appointed Special 
Advocates as a grant to 
benefit members of the 
Nation and community. 
The nonprofit CASA 
provides advocates to 
represent abused and 
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Osage strategic plan 
update community 
meetings announced
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osages, near and far, will have an opportunity to submit 
their input for updating the Osage Nation’s 25-year strate-
gic plan thanks to a series of planned outreach community 
meetings.

The Nation’s Self-Governance and Strategic Planning 
Office is hosting several public meetings in the Osage Na-
tion jurisdiction, as well as out-of-area cities where Osage 
constituents who reside close to those areas are welcome to 
attend those outreach meetings.

In a Nov. 4 open letter regarding the strategic plan up-
date, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear told Osage 
constituents: “Now is your chance to be heard. The Osage 
Nation is in the process of creating a nationwide initia-
tive to update the Plan’s top priorities as identified by  
Osage members.”

“In 2007, the (Nation) created a 25-year Strategic Plan. 
The Plan identified priorities and initiatives for the six areas 
of focus: Economic Development, Cultural Preservation, Ed-
ucation, Health, Minerals and Natural Resources and Gov-
ernance and Justice The plan addresses the top priorities 
set forth by Osage members; therefore it is called The Will 
of the People,” Standing Bear said. “In 2019, we developed a 
Comprehensive Status of the 25-year Strategic Plan, which 
documents the accomplishments and achievements of the 
goals and priorities of the Plan for the previous 12 years.” 

Standing Bear briefly discussed the planned outreach 
meetings during the Nov. 9 Northern California Osage fall 
gathering in Woodland, which is west of Sacramento.

“We’re going to have about 12 meetings face-to-face, to 
help develop a survey to update the strategic plan – the voice 
of the people,” Standing Bear said of the planned meetings.

In addition to the community meetings, Osages will have 
the opportunity to attend regional webinars online based on 
time zones in January. The strategic plan update process 
consists of two different phases – the first is gathering input 
to help develop the direction and substance of the 2020-2025 
survey and the second phase is the survey itself, according 
to the open letter.

After the input is gathered from the community meetings, 
the 2020-2025 survey will be developed and distributed by 
mail to enrolled Osages age 18 and older to fill out and mail 
back in a stamped and addressed envelope. The survey will 
also be posted online. 

The strategic planning officials reached out to the out-
of-state Osage regional associations in setting dates for the 
meetings, including the NCO, as well as the United Osages 
of Southern California, the COsages in Colorado and Texas 
Osage Association.

Keir Johnson, an NCO planning committee member, said 
the Nation approached the NCO about hosting the outreach 
meeting with the Nation covering the Dec. 8 meeting costs, 
which includes venue rental and meal expenses.

“It’s amazing that (the Nation) is putting that level of re-
sources across the country to ensure that our people are ful-
ly represented,” Johnson said.

In November an initial outreach meeting was held in St. 
Louis. On Dec. 4, the Nation’s government employees will 
participate in a Pawhuska meeting to offer their input on 
the strategic plan.

For more information and to view updates on planned 
community meetings, call (888) 749-9599, visit www.osage-
strategicupdate.com or follow “Osage Strategic Update” on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

The following strategic plan meeting dates and locations 
are planned:

• Dec. 1 – Pawhuska, Osage Nation Civic Center at 1449 
W. Main St., 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.

• Dec. 2 – Fairfax/ Grayhorse, ON Title VI/ Senior Center 
building at 401 S. 8th St. in Fairfax, 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.

• Dec. 3 – Hominy Co-Op Building at 207 E. Main St., 
5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

• Dec. 7 – Carlsbad, Calif., Carlsbad Senior Center at 799 
Pine Ave., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• Dec. 8 – Woodland/ Sacramento, Calif. – Hampton Inn 
& Suites at 2060 Freeway Dr. in Woodland, 12:30 to 
4:30 p.m. 

• Dec. 15 – Denver, Colorado – Lowry Conference Center 
– Room 200A at 1061 Akron Way, Ste. 697, 12:30 p.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

• Jan. 12 – Irving/ Dallas, Texas – Holiday Inn Express 
D/FW North – Azelea Room at 4550 W. John Carpenter 
Freeway in Irving, 1 to 4:30 p.m.

• Jan. 13 – Tulsa Osage Casino Hotel – Sunflower Room 
at 951 W. 36th St., 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.

• Jan. 14 – Oklahoma City, American Indian Cultural 
Center and Museum at 659 American Indian Blvd., 
5:30 to 9:30 p.m.

How to submit a letter to the Editor: If you would like to 
submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 
74056 or send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters 
must be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be 
edited for grammar, clarity and space.

Grayhorse Village Committee hears 
update on community building,
approves broadband tower site
Benny Polacca
Osage News

GRAYHORSE VILLAGE, 
Okla. – Amid recent heavy 
rains, construction on the 
new village community build-
ing here is continuing and 
could be completed as early as  
April 2020.

On Oct. 23, the Grayhorse 
Village Committee held a 
meeting and heard a construc-
tion update on the building, 
which is being constructed on 
the same spot where the for-
mer community building stood 
before it was razed after the 
2019 Inlonshka dances.

Construction crews have 
leveled the dirt for the building 
and its steel structure framing 
is now standing at the site next 
to the Grayhorse dance arbor.

Mike Agee, project manag-
er with Builders Unlimited 
Inc., told the committee that 
construction delays occurred 
due to the wet weather. Osage 
Nation officials and the Vil-
lage Committee held a ground-
breaking ceremony for the new 
building on May 29.

For the building’s aes-

thetics, Agee said stone will 
be used which matches the  
dance arbor.

Agee said the building com-
pletion is slated for early-to-
mid April to allow time for the 
Village Committee to do re-
maining work for the building 
to be ready for the Inlonshka 
dances in June.   

This is the second ON com-
munity building project Agee 
has worked on with the first 
being the Hominy Village com-
munity building, which was 
completed in time for the 2018 
Inlonshka dances. Several of 
the contractors working at 
Grayhorse are the same ones 
who worked on the Hominy 
building when it was complet-
ed, Agee said.

George Pease, Grayhorse 
Village Committee chairman, 
said he’s driven by the con-
struction site as the contrac-
tors worked and said he is 
impressed by their profession-
al demeanor and attitudes.

Also at the meeting, the 
Village Committee passed a 
resolution to approve the sites 
for the Grayhorse broadband 
tower and computer room. 
Committee members present 

were Pease, Charles “Chuck” 
Tillman, Judy Johnson and  
Carol Kliesen.

Talee Redcorn, project man-
ager for the Nation’s Tribal 
Development and Land Acqui-
sition Department, provided 
the written resolution with the 
legal descriptions for the tower 
and computer room locations. 

The broadband tower and 
computer room project is part 
of the USDA grant awarded to 
Osage Innovative Solutions, 
which is under Osage LLC, 
to provide broadband internet 
to the rural area, according 
to the resolution. The grant 
also includes a computer room 
for residents to access the in-
ternet and will be situated in 
a mobile home, Redcorn told  
the committee.

Redcorn said the computer 
room will be located north of 
the village chapel next to the 
chapel parking lot.

The broadband tower’s pro-
posed site is by the old Gray-
horse school building at the 
corner of the village, Redcorn 
said, adding the location was 
selected for its close proxim-
ity to the county road for the 
broadband fiber path.

ON Education Department hosts 
annual College and Career Fair
Osage News

Local Junior and Senior 
high school students attend-
ed the ON Education Depart-
ment’s one-day college and 
career fair on Nov. 7. Six area 
schools brought more than 100 
students to the annual event.   

Students from Pawhus-
ka, Shidler, Hominy, Wood-
land, Prue, and Wynona 
visited with recruiters from 
the Nation, companies, col-
leges, technical schools and  
military recruiters.  

“Our team, here at the 
Osage Nation Education De-
partment, works extremely 
hard on the organization of 
this event each year,” said 
ON Education Department 
Director Mary Wildcat in an 
ON press release. “The goal 
is to provide as many colle-
giate resources and experienc-
es as we possibly can to our  
Osage students!”

Dr. Cornel Pewewardy, Co-
manche/Kiowa, was the key-
note speaker for the event. 
Pewewardy is Professor Emer-
itus of Indigenous Nations 
Studies at Portland State 
University, a Fellow with the 
NACA Native Inspired Schools 
Network, and Education Li-
aison with the Comanche Na-
tion. He is highly regarded 
in education advocacy for his 
leadership in teaching, re-
search, and service, according 
to the release. He is also well-
known for his Native flute mu-
sic and incorporating music 
into his teaching. 

At the college and career 
fair was ATA College, Bacone 
College, Cameron Universi-

ty, Community Care College, 
Cowley College, Kansas State 
University, Oklahoma State 
University, East Central Uni-
versity, Northeastern State 
University, Oklahoma State 
University – Center for Health 
Science, Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University, Pawnee Nation 
College, Rogers State Univer-
sity, Southwestern College, 
The University of Oklahoma, 
The University of Tulsa, Uni-
versity of Central Oklahoma, 
University of Science and 
Arts of Oklahoma, Tri-County 
Tech, TRIO, Tulsa Community 
College, United States Army, 
United States Marine Corps, 
and United States Navy, ac-
cording to the release.

The following businesses set 
up booths to present informa-

tion: Oil Capital Electric, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, Osage 
Nation Historic Preservation, 
Shield Law Group, American 
Heritage Bank, Johnston Vet-
erinary Clinic, Air Methods, 
Osage Nation Accounting De-
partment, Osage Nation Pre-
vention Department, Census 
Bureau, and the Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Clinic, according to  
the release.  

The Education Department 
provided refreshments for the 
high school participants and 
lunch for the presenters, spon-
sored by Osage Casinos. 

For more information about 
the ON Education Depart-
ment, please visit: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
w h a t - w e - d o / e d u c a t i o n - 
department.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Students visit with Dr. Alex RedCorn (Osage) about attending Kansas 
State University where he is a professor, at the annual Osage Nation Edu-
cation Department’s College and Career Fair in Pawhuska on Nov. 7.

Guest speaker Dr. Cornel 
Pewewardy speaks about culture 
and education to the attendees 
at the annual Osage Nation Edu-
cation Department’s College and 
Career Fair in Pawhuska on Nov. 7.

Students visit with military recruiters at the annual Osage Nation Educa-
tion Department’s College and Career Fair in Pawhuska on Nov. 7.

“I just hope they represent 
us right. My brother wanted 
to be in the movie so I figured 
brothers would be better than 
just one of us,” he said. “But, 
like I said at the meeting, I 
hope everyone’s ready for the 
fallout. I was raised on all the 
stories. My grandmother lived 
through it. I can see that we’re 
getting treated the same way, 
it’s just a slicker way. But, you 
know there’s no other place for 
me to run to, I’m just an Osage. 
Everybody else, they can just 
go to some other tribe, and 
that’s their deal, but I’m stuck 
here. So, if I don’t try to make 
a difference, I don’t know who 
else is.”

Montana Martin, 15, trav-
eled from Morrison, Okla., 
with his mom Brooke.

“I think it would be cool to 
serve my tribe in such a way 
that I get to catalog the Osage 
history, what we went through 
in the 1920s and what our 
ancestors went through back 
then. I really want to help the 
tribe as a whole, put our his-
tory out there because I think 
right now our Native Ameri-
can history is finally getting 
a spotlight in the world and 
we’ve never really gotten that 
– which is crazy,” he said. “But, 
I’m happy it’s finally coming 
together now and I want to be 
a part of it and help us Native 
Americans as a whole, not just 
the tribe, help us all come to-
gether and be in the world.”

CastIng Call 
–from Page 3
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Future of Big Hill Trading Co. depends on
‘Killers of the Flower Moon’ filming location
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

It is ironic that the building 
that served as the mortuary 
where many Osage murders 
were covered up in the early 
1900s is now depending on the 
story of those murders to keep 
it alive. 

After a year of tornadoes 
and torrential rain have all 
but demolished the historic 
Big Hill Trading Co. in down-
town Fairfax, Osage County 
Commissioners considered its 
fate on Nov. 18. On the OCC’s 
meeting agenda was the con-
sideration of bids for teardown 
and removal, but Osage tribal 
member Joe Conner and Osage 
Nation Congresswoman Bran-
dy Lemon said the demolition 
may be premature.

“That building had a cen-
tral role in the story of ‘Killers 
of the Flower Moon,’” Con-
ner said. “We will know more 
Wednesday (Nov. 20) evening.”

Lemon said on the evening 
Nov. 20 a scheduled meeting 
and dinner is planned between 
the Grayhorse community and 
famed film director Martin 
Scorsese to discuss the con-
cerns they have about the up-
coming film. “We don’t want 
to be depicted as a bunch of 

drunk, rich Osages,” Lem-
on said. Conner plans to ask 
Scorsese’s team if Fairfax will 
be considered as a location for 
filming, and if the filmmakers 
would either restore the Big 
Hill Trading Co. or build a 
façade of the front of the build-
ing, so that in the future it 
might be made into a memori-
al for the victims of the Osage 
Reign of Terror. 

“We believe there is an op-

portunity Wednesday (Nov. 
20) evening, we don’t know 
where the conversation will 
lead,” Lemon said. “The his-
tory of the Big Hill, not many 
know what happened there. 
The basement was where the 
undertaker was, that’s where 
everybody went when they 
died, even Natives.” 

The commissioners ex-
pressed interest in saving the 
building, but money, time re-

straints and legalities could 
stand in the way. The com-
missioners agreed to wait one 
week to consider the three bids 
on the teardown and removal 
until they hear from Lemon on 
Nov. 20.

Public safety
Terry Loftis, of Pawhus-

ka-based JL & Associates, has 
been overseeing the efforts 
of stabilizing the crumbling 
structure of the Big Hill and 
reported to the commission-
ers that he wouldn’t wait more 
than 60 to 90 days to make a 
decision. 

He said the roof of the build-
ing is gone, the rock and brick 
over time have become very 
porous, contributing to the wa-
ter damage and the crumbling 
brick. A stabilizing wall was 
erected earlier this year, but 
that wall won’t hold for long, 
endangering the neighboring 
health clinic.

“There is no fixing the roof 
because there is no roof mate-
rial left,” he said. 

He told the commissioners 
it would take $1.2 million to 
$1.5 million to “structurally 
secure and make the building 
watertight.” To completely re-
store the building, he estimat-
ed it would take $2.5 million 

to $3 million. He said to tear 
down and remove the building 
it would take approximate-
ly $219,000 and he had three 
bids ready for the commission 
to consider. 

He said if the commissioners 
want to wait, he could have his 
structural engineer from Tul-
sa inspect the building again. 
He said the north wall “seems 
to be fine” but if they wait too 
long, it could fall on the Bar-
nard Insurance Agency. 

“You get snow load on that 
roof and it ain’t gonna be pret-
ty,” he said. 

A dark history
In David Grann’s best-sell-

ing book “Killers of the Flower 
Moon” and Dennis McAuliffe 
Jr.’s book “The Deaths of Syb-
il Bolton,” which was made 
into an award-winning play 
of the same name and recent-
ly shown in Tulsa, detail the 
Big Hill Trading Co.’s prac-
tice of scamming Osages. It 
is also well documented the 
consistent cover-up of Osage 
murders by the mortician that 
worked there and how he al-
tered autopsy reports. 

In 1925, in the court case 
Wright v. Big Hill Trad-

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The historic Big Hill Trading Co. in Fairfax, Oklahoma, is scheduled for demolition and removal – unless the filmmakers of “Killers of the Flower Moon” wish to save it. 

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Museum

The Big Hill Trading Co. in the 1920s. The company was run by Scott 
Mathis, who was a guardian of Anna and Lizzie, the murdered sister and 
mother of Mollie Burkhart.

See BIg hIll
—Continued  on Page 17
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A Giving
Heritage

All photos by MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

LEFT: Osage Wedding Clothes and the Osage Community exhibit repre-
sented at the Sam Noble Museum in Norman, Okla., on Nov. 1, 2019.

FIRST BELOW: Dr. Daniel Swan speaking at the community reception for 
A Giving Heritage at the Sam Noble Museum in Norman, Okla., on Nov. 
1, 2019.

SECOND BELOW: Osage Wedding Clothes and the Osage Community ex-
hibit represented at the Sam Noble Museum in Norman, Okla., on Nov. 
1, 2019.

THIRD BELOW: Allie Toineeta stands with her Osage wedding coat at the 
Sam Noble Museum in Norman, Okla., on Nov. 1, 2019.

FOURTH BELOW: Osage Wedding Clothes and the Osage Community ex-
hibit represented at the Sam Noble Museum in Norman, Okla., on Nov. 
1, 2019.



Osage News • osagenews.org December 2019 13

United 
Osages of 
Southern 
California 
meet

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

LEFT: Group photo of attendees at 
the United Osages of Southern Cal-
ifornia meeting on Nov. 2.

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Osage 
Nation Constituent Services em-
ployee Chelsea Hendricks helps at-
tendees enroll for the 2020 Health 
Benefit Plan at the United Osages 
of Southern California meeting on 
Nov. 2.

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear (left) visits 
with Osage Marine Veteran An-
drew Cote (middle) and brother 
Chris Cote at the United Osages of 
Southern California on Nov. 2.

Greg Clavier, chairman of the Unit-
ed Osages of Southern California, 
addresses attendees at the Nov. 2 
fall gathering held at the Carlsbad 
Senior Center.

Courtney Neff of the Osage Nation 
Historic Preservation Office visits 
with attendees during a break of 
the Unites Osages of Southern Cal-
ifornia on Nov. 2.

United 
Osages of 
Northern 
California 
meet

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

RIGHT: Group photo of the attend-
ees for the Northern Californian 
Osages meeting in Woodland, Cali-
fornia, on Nov. 9.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: At-
tendees of the Northern Califor-
nian Osages meeting in Woodland, 
California, peruse Osage clothing 
on Nov. 9.

Ann Maker Freeman (right) held a 
ribbonwork workshop for the at-
tendees of the Northern California 
Osages meeting on Nov. 9.

Attendees participate in the rib-
bonwork workshop at the North-
ern California Osage meeting on 
Nov. 9.

Attendees of the Northern Califor-
nia Osage meeting pose for a pho-
to on Nov. 9.
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2020 ELECTION YEAR
IMPORTANT DATES 

ELECTION DATES
• FEBRUARY 4 Candidate Filing Begins
• MARCH 2 Candidate Filing Ends
• APRIL 17 Deadline to submit Absentee Ballot  
   Request form. – Request must be  
   received by the close of business at 
   4:30 p.m.
• APRIL 27 Absentee Ballot Mailing Begins
• MAY 29  Early Voting Day 1
• MAY 30  Early Voting Day 2
• JUNE 1  Election Day 

ABSENTEE INFORMATION
• Check your calendars to see if you will be able to vote in person or 

need to submit an Absentee Ballot Request form.
• Permanent Absentee Voters do NOT have to submit a new request 

form.
• Please call the Election Office to verify if you are a Permanent Absen-

tee Voter.
• Make sure your Mailing Address and Absentee Ballot Mailing Address 

are current with our office.
• Please submit a new form if you did not mark the Permanent Absen-

tee Voter option on the form that you submitted in previous election 
years.

• Make sure you submit a clear copy of your government issued photo 
ID. EXAMPLES: Driver’s License, Passport, Military ID, Tribal Photo 
ID, etc.

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT 
THE PRIVACY PROGRAM?
You can make the choice to receive mailings from candidates. You will still 
be on the list of eligible voters AND still receive mailings from the Osage Na-
tion departments. Sign up now by filling out the form found on our website 
or contact our office and we will mail, fax, or e-mail it to you.

FILING FOR CANDIDACY
• Filing for Candidacy forms are available on our website, or you can 

request them by calling or emailing our office.
• Candidates must be an enrolled Osage Member.
• A felony conviction cannot appear on a Candidate’s certified court 

record.
• Proof of a separate bank account in the name of the Candidate or the 

Candidate’s Campaign must be provided upon filing.
• Candidates must show their Osage Nation Membership Card and 

Government Issued Photo ID upon filing.

FILING FOR CONGRESS
• Candidate must be at least 25 years of age on the date of the election.
• The filing fee is $300 and must be in the form of a Cashier’s Check or 

Money Order made out to the Osage Nation Election Office.

Individuals interested in filing for office that have any further questions, please 
feel free to contact us during regular office hours using the contact information 
provided below.

OSAGE NATION
ELECTION OFFICE INFORMATION

Toll Free: (877) 560-5286 • Phone: (918) 287-5286 • Fax: (918) 287-5292
E-mail: electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov
Physical Address: 608 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 928 Pawhuska, OK 74056
Website: osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections

emergency,” Osage LLC Gina Gray said. “We’re doing what we can to get  
that going.”

Additionally, no end date is in sight for Moss Adams’ audit of the compa-
ny’s 2018 financials. The time period under review is largely prior to when 
the current board was seated and records from that period are still spotty. 

“We’ve given them everything they’ve asked for,” board member Frank 
Freeman said. “They’re just now starting to ask questions. We’re at a stale-
mate…and there is nothing we can do at this point.

“They will not give us a date.”

llC 
–from Page 6

Governor Stitt holds press conference, 
blames tribes for gaming compact stalemate
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Governor Kevin Stitt made it 
clear to Oklahomans that he blames 
the state’s tribes for the stalemate 
that has occurred in the gaming  
compact renegotiations.

At a Nov. 14 press conference, live-
streamed on his Facebook page, Stitt 
said he has repeatedly reached out 
to tribes since July to work on a deal 
that would benefit both the state and 
the tribes. At issue is a 15-year-old 
gaming compact that he says ends on 
Jan. 1, 2020. Thirty-five Oklahoma 
gaming tribes have united and main-
tain the gaming compacts renew on  
Jan. 1, 2020.

The last meeting the state had 
with tribes was in Shawnee on Oct. 
28. Oklahoma Attorney General Mike 
Hunter met with tribal leaders and 
presented the state’s plan for binding 
arbitration with the request tribes 
waive their sovereign immunity. The 
tribes rejected it.

Stitt referenced the Oct. 28 meet-
ing during his press conference and 
said Hunter was “kicked out of that 
meeting” before he could present the 
state’s plan. A reporter asked what 
the state’s plan was and Stitt said it 
was to increase the rate the casino in-
dustry pays to Oklahoma. He said it 
wasn’t about the tribes, it was about 
the casino industry because he’s an en-
rolled Cherokee citizen and his “Cher-

okee card is the same as the 130,000 
citizens across our country.” According 
to the 2010 census, there are approxi-
mately 505,000 Cherokee citizens.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear, who was present at the Oct. 28 
meeting in Shawnee, said Stitt was 
right about one thing, the tribes didn’t 
want to hear the state’s offer.

Matt Morgan, Oklahoma Indian 
Gaming Association Chairman, said 
tribes “didn’t want to hear about rec-
reating another compact.” He said he 
was disappointed in Stitt’s remarks at 
the press conference and that tribal 
leaders have been statesmanlike and 
simply disagree with Stitt’s interpreta-
tion of the agreement.

“All the triggers of the automatic 
renewal have been met,” he said. “On 
Jan. 1 the compacts will roll over, and 
we are continuing to ask for what we 
have always asked of Gov. Stitt, that 
if he would recognize the automatic re-
newal the tribes would be glad to sit 
down with him and talk with him in a 
productive way about how to move both 
our industry and the state forward.”

Out of state gaming
What also seems to be a sticking 

point is that two Oklahoma tribes have 
gaming operations in Arkansas, and 
they have made deals to pay the state 
of Arkansas a higher percentage than 
what they are paying Oklahoma. Stitt 

See stItt
—Continued  on Page 21
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A good time to be Osage
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News Culture Columnist

Starting at least 100 years ago, 
advocates like the Cattaraugus 
Seneca scholar Dr. Arthur Caswell 
Parker worked to designate holidays 
to honor Native Americans in cities 
and states across the nation. Parker 
convinced the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ican to set aside a day for the First 
Americans between 1912 and 1915. 
New York State began to observe 
American Indian Day in May of 1916. 
Seventy years later, Ronald Reagan 
proclaimed American Indian Week. 
In 1990, George H. W. Bush declared 
November American Indian Heritage 
Month, and each year since Natives 
have taken the opportunity to focus 
on our concerns as well as share cul-
ture with the broader community, 
using our month-long spotlight to ed-
ucate folks.

This year, Native American Her-
itage Month coincided with focus on 
the Osage murders of the 1920s. Da-
vid Blakely’s adaptation of Dennis 
McAuliffe’s Deaths of Sybil Bolton 
opened on November 1st in Tulsa, 
generating local television coverage. 
Mid-month, several hundred Osages 
turned out for an Osage-specific cast-
ing call for Martin Scorsese’s produc-
tion of Killers of the Flower Moon. 

There are Osages excited to honor 
their relatives by acting in a major 
Hollywood motion picture, and oth-
ers unwilling to trust a non-Osage, 
non-Native perspective. Wherever 
you sit on the issue, the film is gener-
ating focus on that painful history. It 
makes me think about how commu-
nities heal from tragic events. The 
Nation, both individually and collec-
tively, is considering how to have in-
put into the way our stories are told. 
The Grayhorse community hosted a 
traditional dinner for Martin Scors-
ese to introduce him to Osages and 
show him the value and importance 
of Osage perspectives. 

Violence against Osages is not re-
stricted to the past. Libbi Gray, the 
director of the Osage Nation’s Fam-
ily Violence Prevention Program, 
testified this month in an Okla-
homa House of Representatives’ 
Government Efficiency process to 
address the high incidence of MMIW  
in Oklahoma. 

While there was extra attention on 
painful parts of the Osage experience 
this month, there were also chances 
to celebrate. In Portland, Ore., Parks 
and Recreation held a Native Fami-

ly Day celebrating Native crafts at a 
community center, and Osage/Paw-
nee World Champion Fancy Dancer 
Ryland Moore and Yuchi stomp danc-
ers from the Duck Creek Ceremonial 
Grounds danced for Pawhuska Pub-
lic School students, while Native stu-
dents wore their traditional clothes.  

My favorite moment featured a 
convergence of Osages in Portland 
Prairie Blossoms, a duo consisting of 
Osage Karen Kitchen and Mel Kubik, 
performed at several Native Heritage 
events across the city in November. 

Karen Kitchen was raised on the 
Oklahoma prairie and Mel Kubik in 
Kansas. The talented singers-musi-
cians formed a duo in 2018 and have 
since toured in Europe and released 
a CD “Till the Star Rises Here.” 

They performed for children at the 
Holgate Library on a Saturday morn-
ing. The duo sang Pawnee, Shawnee 
and Creek songs in the tribal lan-
guages, except one, because as Ku-
bik said, “We don’t have the Mohawk 
down on this legit yet.” Kubik helped 
the kids learn the songs’ words and 
the history. Several had been so en-
gaged that they’d followed the duo 
from one event to another this month. 
One of those was three-year-old Tal-
ulah Maddox, an Osage who played a 
rattle and shaker on Saturday, after 
attending another session focused on 
dancing. It was good to sit with Tal-
ulah and her mother Emma Maddox 
and think of her grandmother Carol 
Arata and all the great-aunties in the 
Osage who love her. 

Kitchen said, “Ha.we,” when I ar-
rived, which is the best welcome. I’m 
hoping for more Osage face-to-face 
time in Portland, where, just like in 
Oklahoma, it’s always a good day to 
be Osage.

Ruby Hansen Murray

 Through the
WahZhaZhe Looking Glass

The Osage News and Osage Nation Museum have agreed to collaborate on the 
WahZhaZhe Looking Glass section in an ongoing effort to document historic pho-
tographs. Through this effort we hope to assist the Museum in documentation. If 
you have any information on the photos that appear in the WahZhaZhe Looking 
Glass section you would like to contribute, please contact Marla.Redcorn-Miller@
osagenation-nsn.gov.

All photos courtesy of the Osage Nation Museum

Standing L-R: Eugene Standingbear, Mary Lookout Standingbear, Julia Lookout. Seated: 
Laura Standingbear holding cradle board with Eugene Standingbear, Jr., Chief Medloc. 
Date:  9/27/1930 Event: Cow Thieves & Outlaws Reunion at Woolaroc, Bartlesville, OK. Griggs 
Photography. 

Standing L-R Standing: unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown, Pahsetopah, 
unknown man holding child, Mary Lookout Standingbear, Eugene Standingbear, unknown, 
Julia Lookout, Russell Rusk, John Abbott, unknown, Andrew Bighorse, unknown. Seated: 
Laura Standingbear, Chief Medlock, unknown, H.G. Skelly next to unknown woman, Pawnee 
Bill, Frank Phillips holding Eugene Standingbear Jr., Fred Lookout, Francis Revard, unknown 
boy. Date: 9/27/1930 Event: Cow Thieves & Outlaws Reunion at Woolaroc, Bartlesville, OK. 
Griggs Photography.

Mary Blackbird with baby on back and baby on cradle board in baby buggy. Date: unknown.  
Photo: Vince Dillon.

wells 
–from Page 5

“The BIA won’t even look at the com-
puter and tell us whether these wells 
are active,” Lynn said. 

Further compounding the data prob-
lem is the fact that the existing records 
do not include whether a site has been 
subjected to primary, secondary or ter-
tiary oil recovery techniques. 

Primary recovery relies on a res-
ervoir’s natural pressure to force the 
oil to the surface. Secondary recovery 
incorporates water or gas injection to 
force oil to a wellhead. Tertiary recov-

ery, also known as enhanced recovery, 
brings in thermal, chemical or gas in-
jection to the mix. Although the latter 
can extend an oil field’s economic via-
bility by up to 60 percent, the upfront 
costs are substantially higher and do 
not yield uniformly effective results. 

“We don’t have any opportunities 
where we can just flip a switch and 
make a profit,” Lynn said. “With ex-
isting standard leasing process, no 
opportunities so far. With a different 
management process though, there 
may be an opportunity.” 

“These producers walked away for  
a reason.”

Per an agreement with the Osage Nation 
Museum, these photos were purposely 
blurred as they can only be reproduced in 
the actual printed newspaper, not any other 
format, including this electronic version of 
the Osage News. To see the original images, 
get a copy of the latest printed issue of the 
Osage News or visit the Osage Museum.
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ing Co., the parents of Osage full blood allottee Fred 
Wheeler were charged $2,700 for his casket when the 
same casket was selling at other mortuaries for less 
than $500. After lower courts ruled against the Wheel-
ers they appealed to the Oklahoma Supreme Court  
and won. 

Film locations
The locations for where filming will take place for the up-

coming “Killers of the Flower Moon” are unknown at this 
time. However, film crews have been taking measurements 
of downtown buildings in Pawhuska for the past two weeks. 
They have also looked at buildings in Fairfax and Ralston in 
the past months. 

Hollywood stars Leonardo DiCaprio and Robert De 
Niro have already signed on to be in the film. More than 
a thousand people attended three Oklahoma casting calls 
for a chance to be extras or have speaking roles in the film  
this month.

Newly formed 
Osage Giants 
played in 
postseason 
Sooner Classic
Osage News

The Osage Giants played 
in the 2019 Sooner Clas-
sic on Saturday, Nov. 23, at 
the Union-Tuttle Stadium  
in Tulsa. 

The Osage Giants are a 
newly formed team made up 
of Osage players 6th through 
7th grade from Grayhorse, 
Hominy and Pawhuska. The 
team is coached by Bruce 
Cass (Pawhuska), Gideon 
Goodeagle (Hominy), Bates 
Shaw (Grayhorse) and Justin  
Carr (Pawhuska).

The Sooner Classic is a post-
season tournament in its 20th 
year held in Tulsa for youth 
teams across the Midwest. The 
tournament is two days.

All photos courtesy of Ross Mashunkashey

The Osage Giants practice in the rain on Nov. 20 at the Pawhuska High 
School football stadium.

All photos courtesy of Ross Mashunkashey

The Osage Giants are made up of Osage players 6th through 7th grade 
from Grayhorse, Hominy, and Pawhuska.

Courtesy Photo/Native American Soccer Coaches Committee

Sisters to play soccer at KSU
Osage News

Peyton and Presli Pearson (Osage, Cherokee) have both 
accepted soccer scholarships to play for Kansas State Uni-
versity upon graduation.

Both sisters are seniors at Broken Arrow High School. 
Peyton is goalkeeper for the Tigers and Presli is a forward. 

Their parents are Kimberly (Revard) Pearson and Scott 
Pearson and they are from the Grayhorse District. They are 
the granddaughters of former Osage Nation Congressman 
Doug Revard.

hemp 
–from Page 3

mmIw 
–from Page 1

provisions for the USDA to ap-
prove hemp production plans 
developed by states and Indian 
tribes including requirements 
for maintaining information 
on the land where hemp is 
produced, testing the levels of 
delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol, 
disposing of plants not meeting 
the necessary requirements, li-
censing requirements and pen-
alties for non-compliance. 

Tribes and states will be 
required to share some li-
censing information with the 

USDA, including names and 
contact information of every 
producer, as well as the legal 
description of each production 
site. In turn, the USDA will 
make that shared information 
available in real time to feder-
al, state, tribal and local-level 
law enforcement in accordance 
with the terms of the 2018  
Farm Bill. 

The interim rule also estab-
lishes a federal plan for hemp 
producers in states or jurisdic-
tional areas of Indian tribes 
that do not have their own ap-
proved hemp production plan. 
Should a grower live in an area 

that does not have its own ap-

proved hemp production plan 

through a state, U.S. territory 

or tribe, they can instead apply 

for a hemp growing license di-

rectly from the USDA. 

As of Oct. 29, the Pawnee 

Nation, along with 19 other 

states and tribes have already 

submitted draft hemp produc-

tion regulations prior to the 

publication of the USDA’s in-

terim final rule. To date, no 

state or tribal plans have been 

approved yet. 

and sexual assault herself, 
Gray cited her four daughters 
and four granddaughters as 
part of the reason why she advo-
cates for more resources, both 
on the prevention side and for  
the aftermath. 

“I look at my grandbabies 
and wonder which one will be 
beaten,” Gray said. 

“I look at them and wonder 
which one will be raped. Which 
one will go missing?

“With us, it’s not a matter 
of ‘if.’ It’s a matter of when 
and how many abusers. That’s  
our reality.” 

Along with other witnesses, 
Gray pleaded with the commit-
tee to allocate more funding to 
the Oklahoma State Bureau of 
Investigations to allow bring-

ing on more investigators that 
could help with search efforts. 

Several victims’ families 
told legislators that they were 
brushed aside by local law en-
forcement departments when 
they brought leads forward 
about their loved ones’ cases or 
asked about search efforts.

Pamela Smith is the aunt of 
Audrey Dameron, a transgen-
der Cherokee Nation citizen 
from the Grove area who has 
not been seen since March. She 
told legislators Tuesday about 
the routine lack of coopera-
tion from various law enforce-
ment agencies regarding her  
niece’s disappearance. 

Along with potential crime 
scenes being left unsecured 
for days at a time, Smith said 
local law enforcement officers 
initially balked at taking up 
the case due to Dameron’s pre-
vious history of illegal drug 

use and for having more than 
500 male friends on Facebook. 

The family eventually had 
to make arrangements with 
search and rescue teams from 
Oklahoma City, Arkansas, 
Louisiana and Missouri to try 
to find Dameron. Attempts to 
work with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs and the Chero-
kee Nation Marshal Service 
also came up empty-handed 
since Dameron’s disappear-
ance is currently considered a  
state case.

“I believe that every per-
son deserves to be found,” 
Smith said, her voice waver-
ing. “Every human. Doesn’t 
matter their color or anything. 
Every person deserves to be 
found in a timely manner. 
Not when we, as grassroots, 
have boots on the ground  
doing everything.”

JOhnsOn 
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ing Arts series at Eastern 
Oklahoma State College in 
February. Ava also plays bas-
ketball, softball, participates 
in 4H and is the youngest 
member of her Church Choir.” 

She also presented an award 
at the NAMAs, he said. Some 
of the award recipients that 
night were Oscar winner Wes 
Studi, WWE’s Mickie James 
and Rock band Portugal. 

When asked if he expect-
ed his daughter to win, he  
said no. 

“Not really we just thought 
it would be fun and a great 
experience to go!! When she 
won, we all were so excited!!” 
he said.

Johnson co-wrote “Heaven’s 
Window” with Sean Fuller, 

Florida Georgia Line drum-
mer. The video was produced 
by Lainey Edwards (Choctaw) 
and Billy Dawson over the 
course of three days and pre-
miered on April 9 at the First 
Baptist Church Life Impact 
Center in Red Oak, Okla.  

“Heaven’s Window” is a song 
in memory of a friend who died 
in an ATV accident two years 
ago, Johnson said. 

The Native American Music 
Awards & Association consists 
of more than 40,000 registered 
voting members and profes-
sionals in the field of Native 
American music and enter-
tainment, according to the 
NAMA website. They hold the 
largest Native American Mu-
sic archive featuring a collec-
tion of over 10,000 audio and 
video recordings in all formats 
housed since 1990.

Flu shots available at
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With cooler temperature 
months arriving along with 
a new flu season, people are 
encouraged to get the flu shot 
vaccine as soon as possible.

Hospitals, clinics, phar-
macies, health departments, 
many employers and the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center in 
Pawhuska are among the vari-
ous places where the flu shot is 
available. 

Dr. Ron Shaw, CEO and 
chief medical officer at the 
WHC, encourages people to 
get the flu shot at earliest con-
venience because “it can take 
two weeks to develop the prop-
er level of immunity” to protect 
against the flu. The flu shot is 
available free of charge at the 
WHC and is also available to 
all Osage Nation government 
employees, he said.

This year, the WHC is of-
fering a quadrivalent flu shot 
vaccine, which is designed to 
protect against four different 
flu viruses, Shaw said. The 

quadrivalent flu vaccine pro-
tects against two influenza A 
viruses and two influenza B vi-
ruses, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control.

Flu season activity peaks 
between December and Febru-
ary and can last through May, 
Shaw said, emphasizing the 
recommendation that individ-
uals receive the vaccine early. 
Shaw also noted the WHC is 
only offering flu shot injections 
and is not offering the nasal 
spray vaccination.

According to the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health, a 
total of 44 people are reported 
as hospitalized after testing 
positive for the flu between 
Oct. 19 and Sept. 1 of this year. 

Those recommended to re-
ceive a flu shot are children as 
young as six months and older. 
There are high-dose shots and 
shots made with adjuvant for 
elders over age 65, according to  
the CDC.

Flu symptoms include: 
cough/ sore throat; runny/ 
stuffy nose, muscle/ body aches 
and headaches. Doctors usual-
ly prescribe Tamiflu, an antivi-

ral drug to treat the flu and it 
can take 48 hours to start tak-
ing effect, Shaw said.

At the WHC, healthcare 
providers can take a nasal 
swab from a patient to test if 
he or she has the flu and the 
test results take about five to 
seven minutes, Shaw said.

For individuals who have 
gone years without flu shots 
without getting the flu and 
questions “do I really need 
one,” Shaw says his response 
to patients is: “You’ve been 
lucky so far, but you can’t rely 
on it. I hope you never get sick, 
but why wait?”

In the meantime, Shaw said 
people can take flu prevention 
precautions including wash-
ing hands to keep them clean; 
covering nose and mouth when 
coughing or sneezing; or by 
wearing masks in public, espe-
cially if sick.

The WHC in Pawhuska can 
be reached at (918) 287-9300. 
For more information about 
the WHC, visit https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-
do/wah-zha-zhi-health-center.
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Fried Meat Pies
Ingredients:

• 1 ½ lbs. of round steak, ground coarse with little suet – salt 
and pepper to taste.

Make batter of:
• 2 cups flour
• 3 tsp baking powder
• 1 tsp salt

Enough sweet milk or warm water to make thick batter, “very 
thick.”

Make out meat balls about size of large walnut, drop in batter 
and see that they are well coated then place them in kettle of hot 
fat as for doughnuts. 

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Wahzhazhe

Save the Date
–Local Events Calendar

DECEMBER

December 1
Osage Nation Strategic 
Update
Pawhuska Community 
Meeting
12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Civic Center
1449 W. Main St., 
Pawhuska

December 2
Osage Nation Strategic 
Update
Grayhorse Community 
Meeting
5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Title VI Building
401 S. 8th St., Fairfax

December 3
Osage Nation Strategic 
Update
Hominy Community 
Meeting
5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Hominy Co-op Building
207 Est. Main St., Hominy

December 6
Birdhouse Auction 
Fundraiser
Osage/Pawnee CASA
6 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church, 
Pawhuska
(918) 762-3776

December 7
Osage Nation Holiday 
Market
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Osage County AG Building
(918) 287-5595

December 7
Osage Nation Strategic 
Update
Carlsbad, California
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Carlsbad Senior Center
799 Pine Ave
Carlsbad, CA 92008

December 8
Osage Nation Strategic 
Update

Woodland, California
Hampton Inn & Suites
2060 Freeway Dr.
Woodland, CA 95776

December 15
Osage Nation Strategic 
Update
Denver, Colorado
12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lowry Conference Center – 
Room 200A
1061 Akron Way, Ste 697
Denver, CO 80230

December 24-25
Christmas Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

December 31 at noon
New Year’s Eve
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

JANUARY 2020

January 12
Osage Nation Strategic 
Update
Irving, Texas
1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Holiday Inn Express D/FW 
North – Azelea Room
4550 W. John Carpenter 
FWY
Irving, TX 75063

January 13
Osage Nation Strategic 
Update
Tulsa
5:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Tulsa Casino – Sunflower 
Meeting Room
951 W. 36th St.
North Tulsa, OK 74127

January 14
Osage Nation Strategic 
Update
Oklahoma City
5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
American Indian Cultural 
Center & Museum
659 American Indian Blvd.
OKC, OK 73129

January 28-29
4th Annual Osage Nation 
Science Fair
For 7th and 8th grade 
Osage County students
Osage County Fairgrounds
Pawhuska, OK
Jennifer Holding (918) 
287-5300 or education@
osagenation-nsn.gov 

FEBRUARY 2020
February 8

Wak’on Owatsi
Pawhuska Arbor

MARCH 2020
March 28

United Osages of Southern 
California
Spring Gathering
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Carlsbad Senior Center, 
799 Pine Ave, Carlsbad CA
(760) 802-7591 or socal.
osages@gmail.com 

APRIL 2020
April 4

Osage News Candidate 
Debates
Osage Casino & Hotel 
Tulsa

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage 
News, Attn.: Shannon  
Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenation-
nsn.gov, or fax to (918) 
287-5563. Make sure to 
include event date, location, 
email and web address (if 
applicable) and a phone 
number where someone can 
be contacted for validation, 
if necessary. Deadline for 
each subsequent issue of the 
Osage News is the 18th of 
every month.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Marleigh McKinley, Karolina Rain 

Cole and Gianna Sieke on a terrific acting job in The Con-
stantine Theater’s performances of “Puss in Boots.” The cast 
had eight performances, four for the public school and four for 
the community. The play was an hour long and well attended.  
Congratulations!

2019 Red 
Earth 
Treefest 
opens 
Dec. 5 at 
OSU-OKC

The Red Earth Art Center is 
partnering with the Oklahoma 
State University-Oklahoma 
City campus to host its 2019 
Red Earth Treefest for a nine-
day run Dec. 5-13.

This year’s Red Earth Treef-
est features 18 Christmas trees 
with each one decorated by par-
ticipating Oklahoma tribes, in-
cluding the Osage Nation, with 
handmade decorations made 
to reflect each tribal nation’s  
distinctive culture.

The OSU-OKC campus is lo-
cated at 900 N. Portland Ave, 
which is west of Interstate 44 
and the Oklahoma State Fair 
Park. Red Earth Treefest is free 
for public viewing from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. weekdays Dec 5-13. 
A special open house event 
is scheduled Saturday, Dec. 
7 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with 
hot wassail, holiday treats and 
Christmas shopping. Treefest 
will be closed Sunday, Dec. 8. 
The display will be located on 
the second and third floors of 
the OSU-OKC Student Center.

Relocation of the Red Earth 
Treefest from the downtown 
OKC Red Earth Art Center 
comes while the center is tem-
porarily closed as plans are un-
derway to relocate and open in 
a new space at the BancFirst 
Tower in 2021.

“Treefest is Red Earth Art 
Center’s Holiday gift to the 
state,” according to a news re-
lease. “The organization uses 
the ornaments on the Christ-
mas Trees to educate about 
Oklahoma tribal cultures.” 
Oklahoma Native tribes par-
ticipating in the 2019 Treefest 
include the Absentee Shaw-
nee, Caddo, Cherokee, Chey-
enne & Arapaho, Chickasaw, 
Choctaw, Citizen Potawatomi, 
Comanche, Delaware, Kaw, 
Muscogee (Creek), Osage Na-
tion, Seminole, Otoe-Missou-
ria, Ponca and Pawnee.

The Osage Nation has par-
ticipated in the Red Earth 
Treefest since its 2015 launch. 
At the time, Wahzhazhe Cul-
tural Center workers created 

handmade ornaments, which 
were miniature replicas of 
items seen, used or worn 
during the Inlonshka dances. 

“Additional trees include 
the Red Earth docent tree 
with hundreds of handmade 
art objects including beaded 
corn, dreamcatchers, mini ti-
pis, drums and parfleche bags. 
And, trees featuring orna-
ments created by many of the 
tribal participants will offer 
ornaments for sale,” the re-
lease stated.

For more information on 
Red Earth Art Center events 
and exhibitions, visit its web-
site at www.redearth.org.

Osage News 2015 File Photo

A 2015 Osage News photo of a Christmas tree decorated by Wahzhazhe 
Cultural Center workers for the inaugural Red Earth Treefest in Oklaho-
ma City. The tree is topped with a man’s dance roach and feather.

How to submit a letter to the Editor: If you would 
like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the 
Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 

Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov. Letters must be 
respectful and informative to 
the reader, and may be edit-
ed for grammar, clarity and 
space.
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation – nsn.gov/
opportunities/job – listings/
application – form. Appli-
cants are welcome to attach 
a resume and/or cover letter 
in addition. Please note that 
all applicants tentatively se-
lected for employment with 
the Osage Nation will be 
required to submit to a uri-
nalysis to screen for illegal 
drug use. Employment will 
be contingent upon drug test 
results. OSAGE / VETERAN 
/ INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verifica-
tion of preference must be 
included with application. 
For questions please contact 
Taryn Crawford, Osage Na-
tion Employee Recruitment 
Specialist at (918) 287 – 5445 
or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion – nsn.gov.

Bird Creek Farm Technician 
– Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Bird Creek Farm Techni-
cian contributes to the daily 
operations on a combined com-
munity garden and vegetable 
production operation on several 
acres in Pawhuska OK. Respon-
sible for planting, maintaining, 
and harvesting of various crops 
leading to a successful farm op-
eration.

Child Development Associ-
ate – WELA Fairfax, regular 
full time. Performs para – pro-
fessional educational work in 
planning, preparing, and imple-
menting a WELA Program for 
young children and their fami-
lies. Assists the lead teacher in 
a cooperative and professional 
manner. Drives school bus or as-
sists as bus monitor daily.

Physical Education Instruc-
tor – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. The primary responsibil-
ity of the Daposka Ahnkodapi 
physical education Instructor is 
to demonstrate leadership skills 
that motivate students to em-
brace exercise and set personal 
goals. Instructor will also create 
an environment that fosters, 
promotes and develops an un-
derstanding of the relationship 
of healthy body function and 
exercise that motivates each 
student to cultivate physical fit-
ness, and appropriate social and 
emotional adjustment. Instruc-
tor will discover and develop 
talents of students in physical 
achievement. Instructor will 
develop strength, skill, agility, 
poise, and coordination in each 
individual student in accor-
dance with each student’s abili-
ty. Instructor will also help with 
the Wrap – around program af-
ter school.

Construction Manager – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Housing Construction In-
spector needs to certify sub-
standard housing, to perform 
construction inspections. Coor-
dinates with general contractors 
on all construction projects. En-
sures compliance with Federal, 
State, Local, Tribal building 
codes, regulations and laws.

Optometrist – Pawhuska, reg-
ular full time. The Optometrist 
oversees all functions of the Op-
tometry program.

LPN/Heath Education – 
Pawhuska. The L.P.N. hired will 
perform work assigned by R.N., 
Director, Clinical – Medical Ser-
vice Programs consistent with 
prevention of diabetes, promot-
ing improved diabetic care, as 
well as, promoting community 
health of our Native American 
People. He/she will be directly 
responsible for organizing all 
Health – related education. He/
she will perform the duties of an 
LPN under the guidance of the 
Oklahoma Nurse Practice Act.

PRT Monitor – Pawhuska, 
regular part time. The PRT 
Monitor provides supervision 
and guidance to residents of the 
treatment program during the 
evening/night hours. Must be 
available for weekends and hol-
idays as needed. Must be able 
to identify and work with the 
American Indian community at 
large and relate to their needs 
under our program activities.

Teacher Assistant Head 
Start – Skiatook, regular part 
time. Performs para – pro-
fessional educational work in 
planning, preparing, and imple-
menting a Head Start Program 
for young children and their 
families. Assists the lead teach-
er in a cooperative and profes-
sional manner. Drives school 

bus or assists as bus monitor as 
needed.

Child Care Nest Coordinator 
– Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Child Care Nest Coordi-
nator is responsible for the DA 
Nests to maintain federal, state 
and tribal regulations pertain-
ing to quality child care. This 
position is responsible for as-
sisting with the implementation 
of the Child Care Development 
Fund (CCDF) Plan at the four 
Nest sites. This position will 
be responsible for adhering to 
all CCDF grant federal regula-
tions, ensuring that all licensing 
and compliance requirements 
are met, maintaining and mon-
itoring the records at the four 
centers, assisting with staffing 
in the department, reviewing 
staff performance and creating 
an atmosphere conducive to a 
safe and positive learning envi-
ronment. The Child Care Nest 
Coordinator demonstrates ex-
pertise in a variety of educa-
tional concepts, practices and 
procedures. 

DV Advocate – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. This position 
requires a detailed – oriented 
individual who has the ability to 
support the Department Direc-
tor and Family Violence Preven-
tion Department and/or clients. 
Must have the ability to remain 
calm in crisis situations and 
have an understanding of the 
dynamics of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, human sex traf-
ficking, stalking and teen dating 
violence.

Family Coordinator – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Family Coordinator will 
promote coordination and inte-
gration of family – centered care 
to ensure participation and in-
volvement of the entire family. 
He/she will provide and main-
tain quality helping services to 
clients, and will assist clients in 
their attempt to reach individu-
al treatment goals. 

Accountant – Pawhuska, reg-
ular full time. The Accountant 
prepares financial statements, 
reviews and analyzes general 
ledger account balances, veri-
fies accuracy and makes recom-
mendations for corrections. May 
provide guidance to lower level 
employees. 

Human Resources Assistant 
– Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Human Resources Assis-
tant provides support to the 
Human Resources office, Direc-
tors/Management, Nation em-
ployees and the public as first 
line of contact with the Human 
Resources office. The Assistant 
performs general office duties as 
assigned and achieves all goals 
and objectives set forth by the 
Human Resources Director.

Administrative & Licensing 
Assistant – Pawhuska, regu-
lar full time. The Commission 
Administrative and Licensing 
Assistant is responsible for per-
forming all front – office admin-
istrative duties that are key to 
the successful operation of the 
Commission office. Primary re-
sponsibilities include greeting 
visitors, answering phone calls, 
and serving as a communication 
conduit between the public and 
other office staff. Excellent cus-
tomer service is required at all 
times. Also, licensing duties are 
assigned by the Licensing De-
partment Manager as needed.

Head Start Cook – Fairfax, 
regular full time. The Manager/
Cook will plan a cycle menu for 
breakfast, lunches and snacks. 
Responsible for preparing nu-
tritional meals for Head Start 
children, staff and parents in 
accordance with USDA regu-
lations and Head Start Perfor-
mance Standards.

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship – Hom-
iny, temporary full time. The 
Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship Program is 
designed to provide Osage stu-
dents with work experience in 
their chosen field of study. The 
program is designed to serve 
enrolled members of the Osage 
Nation with a minimum of 61+ 
hours completed in an accredited 
college or university degree pro-
gram. The intern program also 
accepts applications from stu-
dents who are enrolled in their 
final 9 weeks of vocational tech-
nology programs. Applicants are 
required to carry a 2.5 or higher 
– grade point average in the se-
mester previous to application. 
Please review the ONE Higher 

Scholarship Handbook for lim-
itations and incentives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers

BARTLESVILLE

Security Officer – Bartlesville 
, regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily. The re-
quirements listed below are rep-
resentative of the knowledge, 
skill and/or ability required. 
Individual must be at least 18 
years of age. 

Buffet Attendant – Bartlesville 
, regular full time. This position 
is responsible for maintaining 
service in the buffet area. This 
includes fulfilling guest bever-
age orders, delivering/refilling 
beverages, busing and setting 
up tables and responding to 
guest questions and requests.

HOMINY

Security Officer – Hominy, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily. The re-
quirements listed below are rep-
resentative of the knowledge, 
skill and/or ability required. 
Individual must be at least 18 
years of age. 

EVS Attendant – Hominy, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the Housekeep-
ing Supervisor, transfers clean 
and dirty linens and trash to/
from Laundry and Room At-
tendants. Assists with stocking 
other items as needed by Room 
Attendants. Ensures cleanliness 
of entire property public areas 
both inside and outside the ca-
sino. Responsible for banquet 
events set up, teardown, and 
clean up. Responsible for mov-
ing furniture, boxes, stocking 
and re – stocking shelves, trash 
removal, and completes other 
duties as assigned.

Short Order Cook – Hominy , 
regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and es-
tablished safety policies and 
procedures.

PAWHUSKA

Security Officer – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily. The re-
quirements listed below are rep-
resentative of the knowledge, 
skill and/or ability required. 
Individual must be at least 18 
years of age. 

PONCA CITY

Bartender – Ponca City, reg-
ular part time. Under gener-
al supervision of the Beverage 
Supervisor, maintain the bar 
area. Provides excellent custom-
er service in a timely manner. 
Prepare all drink orders, deliv-
ers and refills drink orders, and 
responds to quest questions and 
requests. Handle all payment 
transactions accurately.

Cocktail Server – Ponca City, 
regular part time. This position 
is responsible for taking orders 
and serving alcoholic and/or 
non – alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for providing friendly 
and professional service to every 
guest encountered.

Dishwasher – Ponca City, reg-
ular part time. Under general 
supervision of the Food and Bev-
erage Manager, washes and san-
itizes all equipment and utensils 
used in food preparation.

Restaurant Server – Ponca 
City, regular part time. This po-
sition is responsible for taking 
orders and serving food, alco-
holic and/or non – alcoholic bev-
erages. Responsible for proper 
settlement of all transactions 
at point of sale. Responsible for 
providing friendly and profes-
sional service to every guest en-
countered.

Short Order Cook – Ponca 
City, regular full time. Under 
general supervision of the Food 
& Beverage Supervisor, main-

tains an efficient food operation 
by preparing hot and cold food 
items in accordance with pro-
duction requirements, recipes 
and established safety policies 
and procedures.

SAND SPRINGS

Guest Service Representa-
tive – Sand Springs, regular full 
time. This position is responsi-
ble for providing casino visitors 
with maximum guest satisfac-
tion.

Main Bank Cashier – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for distributing banks 
to internal guests of internal de-
partments as well as dropping 
these banks with accuracy. Pro-
tects company assets issued to 
them while dealing with guests, 
in an efficient and courteous 
manner.

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the Housekeep-
ing Supervisor, transfers clean 
and dirty linens and trash to/
from Laundry and Room At-
tendants. Assists with stocking 
other items as needed by Room 
Attendants. Ensures cleanliness 
of entire property public areas 
both inside and outside the ca-
sino. Responsible for banquet 
events set up, teardown, and 
clean up. Responsible for mov-
ing furniture, boxes, stocking 
and re – stocking shelves, trash 
removal, and completes other 
duties as assigned.

Maintenance Technician – 
Sand Springs, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
the overall maintenance, plumb-
ing, and electrical components 
of the building and grounds. 

Casino Service Agent – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for distributing money 
to gaming guests via check cash-
ing, credit card advances, con-
version of chips and coins, and 
gaming tickets into currency. 
Responsible for providing sup-
port and service to club mem-
bers and other casino visitors to 
ensure maximum guest satisfac-
tion. Responsible for promoting 
the success of the Club Osage, 
by assisting guests through the 
membership process, and ex-
plaining the benefits of mem-
bership and details of on – going 
promotions and events. Protects 
company assets while dealing 
with the public in an efficient 
and courteous manner

Food and Beverage Supervi-
sor – Sand Springs, regular full 
time. Under general supervision 
of the Food and Beverage Man-
ager, manages day – to – day 
supervision of food and beverage 
operations which includes point 
of sale transactions, quality, 
guest satisfaction, and invento-
ry of stock.

Armed Security Officer – 
Sand Springs, regular full time. 
Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment 
for employees and guests. This 
position requires a welcoming 
disposition and both strong 
communication and interactive 
skills, as this is the first Osage 
Casino Employee to greet visi-
tors and answer phones.

SKIATOOK 

Surveillance Officer – Ski-
atook, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for pro-
tecting all Osage Casino assets 
and maintaining the integrity 
of gaming in the Osage Casinos 
utilizing all Surveillance equip-
ment and floor observations. 
This employee sole responsibili-
ty is to observe and report. The 
Employee must perform all du-
ties in accordance with the in-
ternal policies, procedures, and 
controls, as well, as applicable 
laws and gaming regulations.

Bartender – Skiatook, regular 
full time. Under general super-
vision of the Beverage Super-
visor, maintain the bar area. 
Provides excellent customer 
service in a timely manner. Pre-
pare all drink orders, delivers 
and refills drink orders, and re-
sponds to quest questions and 
requests. Handle all payment 
transactions accurately. 

Security Supervisor – Skia-
took, regular full time. Protects 
company assets and provides a 
safe environment for employ-
ees and guests. Supervises shift 
operations as assigned by the 
reporting senior including, but 
not limited to: providing leader-
ship to assigned staff, ensuring 
effective internal and external 
communications, exercising ap-

propriate judgment and decision 
– making skills, and ensuring 
that all departmental and staff 
activities are monitored and 
performed as efficiently and ef-
fectively as possible. 

Guest Service Representa-
tive – Skiatook, regular full 
time. This position is responsi-
ble for providing casino visitors 
with maximum guest satisfac-
tion.

Security Officer – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily. The re-
quirements listed below are rep-
resentative of the knowledge, 
skill and/or ability required. 
Individual must be at least 18 
years of age. 

Restaurant Server – Skiatook, 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non – alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

TULSA

Restaurant Server Thunder 
Bar & Grill – Tulsa, regular 
full time. This position is re-
sponsible for taking orders and 
serving food, alcoholic and/or 
non – alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

Surveillance Officer (Re-
gional) – Tulsa, regular full 
time. This position is respon-
sible for protecting all Osage 
Casino assets and maintaining 
the integrity of gaming in the 
Osage Casinos utilizing all Sur-
veillance equipment and floor 
observations. This employee 
sole responsibility is to observe 
and report. The Employee must 
perform all duties in accordance 
with the internal policies, proce-
dures, and controls, as well, as 
applicable laws and gaming reg-
ulations. The Regional Surveil-
lance Officer will be responsible 
for traveling to various Osage 
Casino locations and responsi-
ble for covering various shifts as 
assigned. 

Electronic Gaming Bench 
Technician – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Responsible for overall 
repair and maintenance of all 
electrical and mechanical slot 
machines peripherals, compo-
nents and parts. Familiar with 
a variety of the field’s concepts, 
practices, and procedures. Re-
lies on experience and judgment 
to plan and accomplish goals. 
Performs a variety of tasks. 
Leads and directs the work of 
others. A degree of creativity 
and latitude is required. Typi-
cally reports to a supervisor or 
manager. Performs all duties 
in accordance with Company 
core values, the objectives of the 
Osage Nation, internal policies, 
procedures and controls, as well, 
as applicable laws and gaming 
regulations.

Security Officer – Tulsa, reg-
ular full time. Protects compa-
ny assets and provides a safe 
enjoinment for employees and 
guest.

Busser – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Under the direct super-
vision of the Chef, assist the 
servers in serving food, filling 
drinks, cleaning tables and work 
spaces, and stocking work areas 
while maintaining a friendly 
professional manner.   This list 
of duties and responsibilities 
is illustrative only of the tasks 
performed by this position and 
is not all – inclusive. 

Banquet Server – Tulsa, reg-
ular part time. The Banquet 
Server are wait staff performing 
food preparation, serving, and 
cleaning duties at company ban-
quets, special events and special 
dinners. Banquet Servers are 
responsible for a positive guest 
experience for all Osage Casi-
nos guest attending company 
events.

Sous Chef – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Assists the Chef in the dai-
ly operations of the kitchen, and 
provides leadership and direc-
tion to kitchen personnel includ-
ing all cooks, and dishwashers. 

See ClassIFIeds
—Continued  on Page 21
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Joan “Yvonne” Lookout Wilson

Neil J. Albright

Lynda Marlayne Hopkins Stoll

Crayton Omega Bolton

Linda Gale Easley

Thresa (Tracy) Dawn Hester

John Paul Wilson

Neil J. Albright
Neil J. Albright, 61, of Grove, 

Oklahoma, passed from this 
life after multiple struggles 
with cancer on Oct. 17, 2019, 
at Mercy Hospital in Joplin, 
Missouri. He was born Feb. 
22, 1958 to parents Jimmy 
and Lesta Labadie Albright at 
Jane Phillips Hospital in Bar-
tlesville, Oklahoma.

Neil enjoyed all his second-
ary school years in Putnam 
City School System, Oklaho-
ma City; competing in football, 
baseball, wrestling and track 
and field teams. He gradu-
ated in 1976 then attended 
the University of Oklahoma 
before joining the family oil  
services business.

In 1988, Neil as a building 
entrepreneur, began research-
ing the history, culture, and 
lifestyles of Native American 
tribes of Oklahoma, especially 
“The Osage.” Neil was proud to 
be an enrolled member of the 
Osage Nation and of his Osage 
heritage from his great-grand-
father Charles L. Labadie, 
original allottee #1401, born at 
the St. Paul Mission, Labette 
County, Kansas in 1870 and 
grandfather, Alvin L. Labadie, 
original allottee #1404. 

Neil was knowledgeable 
and instrumental in growing 
the family’s traditional and 
contemporary Native Ameri-
can retails business to three 
successful stores in Edmond, 

Oklahoma City, and Tulsa. 
Most recently Neil was em-
ployed by Simmons Food, 
Southwest City, Missouri.

Neil was preceded in death 
by his father, brother Wade 
Albright and stepdad Glen 
Oliver. Survivors are his wife, 
Pamela Albright, his moth-
er Lesta Oliver, brother Kyle 
Albright (Kathy), nephew 
Adam Albright (Doni), and his 
niece Chotsie Albright Barnes 
(Tyler). Neil’s loving family 
includes uncle Milton Laba-
die, aunt Annetta Robertson, 
and all his special cousins  
and friends.

A Celebration of Neil’s Life 
was held on Nov. 9, 2019 at 
the Cayuga Splitlog Mission 
Church in Grove, Oklahoma. 
Pastor Tyler Barnes and Pas-
tor Scott Kohnle officiated the 
Memorial Service. 

Crayton Omega Bolton
Crayton Omega Bolton, 

Wakonshemetsahe, 90 years 
old of Pawhuska, passed 
away peacefully with her 
son Thomas at her side on 
June 30, 2019 in Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma where she was in  
Assisted Living.

She was born June 28, 
1929 in Pawhuska to Laban 
Amos Miles and Hazel Mur-
phy Miles. She was the grand-
daughter of Laban Miles and 
Wa-sha-she-me-tsa-he and 
Charles Casper Murphy and 
Omega Wolf Murphy.

She grew up on her family’s 
ranch west of Pawhuska. She 
attended St. Ursula Acade-
my in Little Rock Arkansas 
where she studied and learned 
the piano. She was the Pon-
ca Powwow Princess in the  
mid-1940’s.

In 1946 she married T.J. 
Mercer with whom she had 
two children, Mary Jo Mer-
cer Trumbly of Pawhuska 
and Thomas John Mercer Jr. 
of Poughkeepsie, New York. 

In 1953 she married Harry 
Bolton of Fairfax and had a 
son, Harry E. Bolton Jr.

She moved her family to 
Norman, Oklahoma in 1960. 
In 1962, she enrolled in the 
University of Oklahoma where 
she majored in Nursing. In 
the 1960’s she worked in the 

Film Library at the Univer-
sity. Then, she worked at the 
Norman Tag Agency until she 
retired.

In the 1980’s she ran for 
Chief, the first woman to seek 
that office. She remained ac-
tive in tribal politics for years.

She loved music. She was 
an accomplished pianist and 
enjoyed playing the piano and 
singing with her children. She 
instilled a love of music and 
learning to her children and 
grandchildren. She also loved 
to bowl and earned several tro-
phy’s for winning tournaments 
in which she competed. 

She requested a small 
private service before 
she was interred in the  
Pawhuska Cemetery.

Survivors include her 
daughter Mary Jo, son Thom-
as and grandson Liberty Met-
calf of Joplin Missouri. She 
was proceeded in death by 
her mother Hazel, her father 
Amos, her brother Marchmont 
Miles, and her son Harry E. 
Bolton Jr. (Bogie).

Linda Gale Easley
Linda Gale Easley passed 

away on Sunday, November 
3, 2019, in Andover, KS. She 
was 66 years old. Linda was 
born in Pawhuska, Oklaho-
ma on September 8, 1953, to 
Clarence “Mickey” and Delia 
(Pearsall) Easley-Rogers. She 
was the third of five children. 
She’s preceded in death by her 
parents Delia “Dee” Lorene 
(Pearsall) Easley-Rogers and 
Clarence “Mickey” Easley Jr. 
and her siblings; brother Mon-
te Easley and sister Connie 
Rencountre.

She went to Pawhuska High 
School and graduated in 1971. 
She was a proud member of 
the Osage Nation. She loved 
attending the Inlonshka dance 
in June. She was from the Ea-
gle Clan, and her Osage name 
was ENA-OPP-EE.

Upon graduation she went 
to nursing school in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma and worked as a 
CNA/LPA at Hillcrest Medical 
Center on the surgical floor.

Throughout her life she was 
a Girl Scout, Boy Scout, and a 
4-H Leader. She was very in-
volved in her three children’s 
school activities for all 13 
years. She enjoyed working 
with her children at church 
activities and working on the 
Ten Commandments. She also 
enjoyed serving, designing, up-

holstering, knitting, crochet-
ing and landscaping. Linda 
was very proud of her accom-
plishments. A certified Design 
Consultant with Associates 
in interior design and gradu-
ating later in life from South-
western College with a double 
bachelor’s degree in human 
resources and quality control 
management.

In the 7th grade she entered 
an art contest drawing Abra-
ham Lincoln and won a four-
year Art Scholarship. While 
in the eighth grade she was 
selected as a 4-H club queen in 
Russell, KS. Linda had many 
hobbies and never found any-
thing boring. As an infant, 
she began riding horses and 
continued entering shows and 

rodeos winning many ribbons 
and awards. In 1971 she re-
ceived a special honor as the 
25th annual rodeo queen for 
the World’s Largest Amateur 
Rodeo. At that time, she host-
ed 110 clubs that were entered 
in the annual rodeo.

She was a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lad-
der Day Saints in the Andover 
Area. She has been a long-time 
resident of the Andover area 
and considered it a great place 
to raise a family.

Left to cherish her memo-
ry are: her children:  Heather 
Frazier Sparrow and husband, 
Toriano, of Marietta, GA; Na-
than Frazier, of Rose Hill, KS; 
Mickey Frazier and wife, Ja-
nine, of Rose Hill, KS; Grand-
children: Donnell Greene, 
Tariana (Mariah) Sparrow, 
Sierra Frazier, Skyla Frazier, 
Ashley Sparrow, and Gage 
Frazier; Brother and sister: 
Stephen Easley and wife, Deb-
ra; Janice Easley; Many nieces 
and nephews, great-nieces and 
nephews, grand animals, as 
well as a host of other family 
and friends. Needless to say, 
she was proud of them all.

Funeral services were 
held on November 8, 2019, at 
Church of Jesus Christ, Wich-
ita, KS. Heritage Funeral 
Home in Andover, KS was in 
charge of arrangements.

Thresa (Tracy)  
Dawn Hester

Thresa (Tracy) Dawn Hes-
ter passed away on October 15, 
2019 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Tracy was born in Vinita, 
Oklahoma on November 7, 
1966 to Kay Marie Fallis and 
Jimmy Olgesby and was later 
adopted by Rod Hester whom 
she called Dad.

During Tracy’s younger 
years she was a modern, jazz 
and tap dancer who traveled 
around the United States 
eventually dancing for Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter. Tracy 
loved good food and driving 
around singing in her Sebring 
Convertible with her beloved 
dogs, Mommy and Poppy.

Always a free-spirited soul, 
Tracy was a member of the 
Osage Nation and often felt in-
spired by her culture. She was 
funny, kind, compassionate 
and she will be greatly missed.

By 1984 Tracy left Tulsa 
and moved to Alaska where 
she lived for the majority of 
her life and raised her daugh-
ter, Courtney, while running 
a successful business in Fair-
banks, Alaska.

Tracy was a world-class gyp-
sy and traveled wherever her 
heart desired, she eventually 
made it home to Oklahoma 

and rekindled a romance with 
her fiancé, Bill Partridge be-
fore passing away.

Thresa is survived by her 
two daughters, Courtney 
Candice Guerra and Evette 
Amundsen-Dainow; and 
grandchild, Noah William 
Levinton; Courtney’s fiancé, 
Evan Levinton; Tracy’s sister, 
Jenny Hester and her daugh-
ters, Ana and Dakota; Rod and 
Michelle Hester; Bill Guerra 
and his wife, Misty Guerra; 
as well as aunts, cousins and 
many more folks whom Tracy 
had inspired.

Tracy was preceded in death 
by her parents, Jimmy Olges-
by and Kaye Fallis and ex-hus-
band, James Goard.

A service was held in Cla-
remore, Oklahoma on Nov. 1, 
2019, at Cedar Point Church. 
Flowers can be sent to 1660 N. 
Lynn Riggs Blvd, Claremore, 
OK 74017.

John Paul Wilson
John Paul Wilson, 80 years, 

of Hominy, Oklahoma passed 
away on November 17, 2019.

John Paul was born Novem-
ber 10, 1939, in Hominy, Okla-
homa to Charles and Ruby 
(Webb) Wilson. He grew up at 
the family home place right 
outside of Hominy. Upon grad-
uating high school, he joined 
the U.S. Marine Corp. After a 
short stint, he returned back 
home to Hominy and later 
married his companion Joan 
“Yvonne” Lookout Wilson and 
made their home in town.

John Paul or to some known 
as “JP” was a very avid read-
er, mostly enjoying history, 
theology, science and art. John 
loved spending time with his 

wife and family. He liked to 
work on small appliances and 
repair small projects around 
the house and for family 
friends. John Paul enjoyed be-

ing outdoors and taking care of 
his home.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents Charles H. Wilson 
Sr. and Ruby (Webb) Wilson; 
brothers Charles “Harry” Wil-
son Jr. and Richard Wilson; 
and sisters Christine Wilson 
James and Mary K. Wilson. 
He leaves behind his stepchil-
dren Timmy Lookout, Steven 
Lookout, Joni Lookout, and 
Cherise Miller, along with nu-
merous grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews. 

A prayer service and wake 
for John Paul and his wife 
Vonnie Wilson were held Nov. 
20, 2019.

Funeral services were held 
Nov. 21, 2019 at the Hominy 
Indian Village Chapel in Hom-
iny, Oklahoma.

Lynda Marlayne  
Hopkins Stoll

Lynda Marlayne Hop-
kins Stoll of Las Vegas, Ne-
vada passed away at home 
on October 12, 2019 at the 
age of 64, after a short battle  
with cancer. 

Lynda was born September 
23, 1955 in Fort Worth Texas, 
the youngest daughter of Lynn 
and Luella Hopkins. She was 
a proud member of the Osage 
Nation and from birth she, as 
well as her family, celebrat-
ed life as the gift given by  
the Lord. 

On January 28th, 1984, she 
married Robert Stoll and to-
gether they raised a family, 
from California, to Oklahoma 
and finally settling in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada.

Lynda’s admitted lifestyle 
was independence with love 
and caring for her family. She 
was exceptional not only to 
her children and husband, but 
in her professional work ethic 
and accomplishments as well.

Even with her illness, she 
never stopped aggressively 
choosing to rule her life, and 
continued to show her tremen-
dous strength each day.

Never wanting depen-
dency from any of her fam-
ily, she chose no, each time  
when offered.  

To those who knew and 
loved her might have known 
her strength and tremendous 
love for her faith and family. 
In her final days before pass-
ing, she gathered her strength 
to softly tell her husband … 
“From Him, He is the magnet 
that attracts us to HIS world, 
Heaven.”

Lynda is survived by her 
husband Robert, three sons, 
Harrison, Justin and Joshua, 
daughter Kaitlyn, and grand-
daughter Sophia. She is also 
survived by her brother Creth 
and his wife Rhonda and her 
sister Peri Krueger and her 
husband Paul.

She was preceded in the 
journey by her father Lynn, 
mother Luella and brother 
Mark Hopkins.

Joan “Yvonne”  
Lookout Wilson

Joan “Yvonne” Lookout 
Wilson, 77 years, of Hominy, 
Oklahoma passed away on No-
vember 17, 2019.

Yvonne was born July 6th, 
1942, in Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
to Henry and Dora Lookout. 
She grew up in Indian Camp 
as well as their family home 
place outside of Pawhuska, 
Ok. She attended Pawhus-
ka High School, and then 
went to Stillwater Tech and  
studied cosmetology.

As a member of the Osage 
Indian Baptist Church, she 
spent a lot of time in the Word 
and enjoyed attending and 
hosting Bible studies. Holding 
various jobs during her life, 
Vonnie also spent her time 
making and preparing Osage 
clothes for her friends and fam-
ily through ribbon work, bead-
work, weaving and moccasin 
making. She loved to cook and 
make meatpies that have been 
a Lookout family tradition.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents Henry and 
Dora Lookout; brothers Ed-
ward Lookout, Richard Look-
out, and Randolph “Smokey” 
Lookout; and sisters Arme-
da Lookout Eaves and Anita 
Lookout West.

She leaves behind her chil-
dren Timmy and Chelle Look-

out, Greg and Beth Carter, 
Steven and Chrissie Look-
out, Joni Lookout, Cherise 
and Cory Miller; grandchil-
dren Stephanie, Beth, Emily, 
Matheu, Erin, Taylor, Calen, 
Addison, Destinie, DeShawn, 
Naomi, MaKayla, Armeda, 
Steven Shaun, Raleigh, Auro-
ra, and Morris; great-grand-
child Swayde Lookout; 
brother Mogri Lookout; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, 
great and great-great nieces  
and nephews.

A prayer service and wake 
for Joan “Vonnie” Wilson and 
her husband John Paul will be 
held Nov. 20, 2019.

Funeral services were 
Nov. 21, 2019 at the Homi-
ny Indian Village Chapel in  
Hominy, Oklahoma.
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Donald Eugene Crabtree

Martha Mae Cecilia Woods

Acey Oberly Jr.

Donald Eugene Crabtree
Donald Eugene Crabtree 

departed this life on Wednes-
day evening, November 20, 
2019 with his family by his 
side in his 81st year. Donald 
was born on Thursday, No-
vember 3, 1938 in Blue Moun-
tain, Arkansas. He was born to 
Vernon Ardell and Zula Grace 
(Hood) Crabtree. Donald was 
the youngest of five children. 
In his early years, the family 
moved to the Big Bend Area 
west of Ralston where he was 
raised on a farm. He attended 
the first Woodland School and 
later Ralston Public Schools, 
graduating with the class  
of 1957.

On August 12, 1972, Don-
ald married the love of his life, 
Mary Lou Martin. The couple 
was married in Chelsea, OK by 
Mary Lou’s Uncle Joe Martin 
at the First Baptist Church.  
They had known each other for 
several years as acquaintanc-
es, meeting at a rodeo and dat-
ed for four years before tying 
the knot. They were married 
for 47 years.

In his younger years, he 
worked at the Pawnee Sales 
Barn. In 1983, he began work-
ing for Osage County District 
3 at Fairfax. Donald kept both 
jobs for several years. Even 
though he stopped working at 
the sale barn he never stopped 
going, as he faithfully looked 
forward to attending sales ev-
ery Saturday. At the county, 
he worked as a truck driver, 
drove the road grader, and 

was the Road Foreman before 
retiring in June 2004 with 21 
years of service. In addition 
to all of his other jobs, Donald 
was first and foremost a farm-
er and a rancher.

Donald’s enjoyments includ-
ed tending his cattle, watching 
team ropings and rodeos, hav-
ing coffee downtown with his 
buddies every morning, tak-
ing his dog Dixie for a ride on 
the 4-wheeler, and being with 
his family. He was a 50 year 
member of the Masonic Lodge  
in Fairfax.

Donald was preceded in 
death by his parents, Ardell 
and Zula Crabtree; one sister, 
Ruby Nell Crabtree; and two 
brothers, Charles and Billy 
Crabtree. Beloved husband of 
Mary Lou Crabtree of the home 
in Fairfax, OK. Loving father 
of Allyson Crabtree Irons of 
Stillwater, OK. Proud grand-
father to Megan Irons of Law-
rence, KS. Brother to Juanita 
Logsdon of Fairfax, OK. He 
will be fondly remembered by 
all of his family, including his 
many nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, and life-long friends.

Family and friends paid 
their respects at the Hunsaker 
Wooten Funeral Home Chapel 
on Friday, November 22, 2019 
from 2:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. and on 
Saturday, November 23, from 
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Funeral service was held at 
the Fairfax Cemetery Pavilion 
on Saturday, November 23, 
2019 at 2 p.m. Interment fol-
lowed under the care of Hun-
saker Wooten Funeral Home 
with Pastor Lewis Bernard of-
ficiating. Casket bearers were 
his nephews. Honorary casket 
bearers were Henry Johnston, 
Gary Marshall, Gerald Fergu-
son, and Dickie Johnston.

For those who wish to make 
memorial donations in mem-
ory of Donald, they may be 
made to the Fairfax Public Li-
brary or the charitable organi-
zation of your choice.

Share a memory with the 
family at www.hunsakerwoo-
tenfuneralhome.com.

Martha Mae  
Cecilia Woods

Martha Mae Cecilia Woods, 
33, loving mother, died Tues-
day, Oct. 22, 2019, at St. John 
Medical Center in Tulsa. Fu-
neral services were held Mon-
day, Oct. 28, 2019, at Wakon 
Iron Chapel in Pawhuska.

She is preceded in death by 
her husband Vernon Miller, 
father John Woods, siblings 
Melissa Cupp, Candy Gibson 
and Christopher Woods. She 
is survived by her only son 
Shannon Wright-Woods, her 
mother Grace Lamb; siblings 
John (Amber) Woods of Bur-
ton, Kansas; Anthony Woods 
of Bartlesville; and Ian (Dan-
ielle) Woods of Oklahoma City.

Acey Oberly Jr.
Acey Oberly Jr., 79, died 

Monday evening, Nov. 11, 
2019, at Fairview Hospital in 
Burnsville, Minn. Acey was 
born to Acey Oberly Sr. and 
Eva Winnerchy Oberly on 
Sept. 9, 1940, in Lawton, Okla.

Acey was a proud mem-
ber of the Comanche and 
Osage nations. He learned 
to speak Comanche from his 
mom and grandmother, Nel-
lie Tissoyo. He became a flu-
ent speaker by translating for  
his grandmother.

He attended and graduat-
ed from Walters High School. 
He enjoyed all sports and, in 
his senior year, Junior (as he 
was referred to by his family) 
earned all-conference hon-
ors for football. After work-
ing summers on a work crew 
cutting wheat in Oklaho-
ma and Kansas, he attend-
ed Bacone Junior College in  
Tahlequah, Okla.

To help pay his college 
expenses, he was part of a 
work-study program and was 
assigned to building mainte-
nance. He would often tell the 
story of how one snowy morn-
ing when he was checking 
on the furnaces, he ran into 
two young students hurrying 
across a frozen campus to get 
to the cafeteria for breakfast. 
They were the only ones out-
side in the cold weather except 
himself. One of the two young 
ladies was to be his future 
wife, Thelma Thomas, and 
her roommate, Loretta Sam-
uels Sobotta. Together, Acey 

and Thelma would participate 
in the Bacone Indian Choir. 
They were married May 27, 
1961, in Broken Arrow, Okla., 
and would remain married for  
57 years.

Acey continued his stud-
ies after Bacone and earned a 
bachelor’s degree from North-
eastern State University. Ac-
ey’s first job out of college was 
Wa-a’yas Community Center 
director in Kamiah, before he 
began his teaching career at 
Plummer, Idaho. He began his 
career with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs (BIA) in 1968 as 
an education specialist, help-
ing high school students get 
enrolled into college and adult 
learners earn their GEDs. In 
1980, he completed studies at 
Washington State University, 
earning his master’s in educa-
tion. He continued working for 
the BIA for the next 39 years 
in various positions at agen-
cies throughout the North-
west. He retired in 2007 from 
the position of superintendent 
at the Yakama Agency in Top-
penish, Wash.

Acey enjoyed gourd dancing 
at the Walters Homecoming 
Powwow with his broth-
ers and relatives. He was a 
member of the Eagle Clan of 
the Osage Nation as well as 
the Pihnatukat Band of the  
Comanche Nation.

Survivors include three 
daughters, Jorja Oberly Va-
landra and her husband, How-
ard, of Eagan, Minn.; Yvonne 
Oberly, of Auburn, Wash.; and 
Sonya Oberly, of Lewiston; and 
a grandson, Cato Acey Valand-
ra, of Eagan. His surviving sib-
lings include Margrett Kelley, 
Sara Oberly, Frank Oberly Sr., 
Marty Oberly and Gary Ober-
ly; and he is survived by nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

His wife, Thelma; broth-
er John Oberly Sr.; and two 
sisters, Nell Yvonne Wa-
hahrockah and Jacqueline 
Oberly Seymour, preceded him  
in death.

Funeral services were held 
on Nov. 16 at the Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home in Law-
ton, Okla.

Ensures that all recipes, food 
preparations, and presenta-
tions meet Restaurant, Deli, 
Buffet, Bar, Hotel and Spe-
cial Event specifications and 
quality.

Dishwasher – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food and 
Beverage Manager, washes 
and sanitizes all equipment 
and utensils used in food 
preparation.

Maintenance Technician 
– Tulsa, regular full time. 
This position is responsible 
for the overall maintenance, 
plumbing, and electrical com-
ponents of the building and 
grounds. 

Box Office Cashier – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Under gen-
eral supervision of the Enter-
tainment Manager, employee 
is responsible for proper set-
tlement of ticket sales in Box 
Office, providing information 
to guests, and various admin-
istrative duties.  This list of 
duties and responsibilities is 
illustrative only of the tasks 
performed by this position 
and is not all – inclusive.

Desktop Systems Archi-
tect – Tulsa, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of 
the Technical Service Manag-
er, responsible for securing, 
maintaining and monitoring 
the health of the workstation 
and mobile computing envi-
ronment for Osage Casinos.  
The Desktop architect will 
develop zero touch migration 
solutions, packages appli-
cations, creates automation 
scripts, configures group pol-
icy, and serves as third level 
support for Desktop related 
technical issues. Work closely 
with peers to ensure seamless 
delivery of desktop services 
and stability of PC environ-
ment.

Armed Security Officer 
– Tulsa, regular full time. 
Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment 
for employees and guests. 
This position requires a wel-
coming disposition and both 
strong communication and 
interactive skills, as this is 
the first Osage Casino Em-
ployee to greet visitors and 
answer phones

Line Cook Banquet – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Under 
general supervision of the 
Sous Chef, maintains an ef-
ficient food operation by pre-
paring, prepping hot and cold 
food items in accordance with 
production requirements, rec-
ipes and established safety 
policies and procedures. This 
list of duties and responsibil-
ities is illustrative only of the 
tasks performed by this posi-
tion and is not all – inclusive.

Line Cook – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Under general su-
pervision of the Sous Chef, 
maintains an efficient food 
operation by preparing, prep-
ping hot and cold food items 
in accordance with produc-
tion requirements, recipes 
and established safety poli-
cies and procedures.

Short Order Cook, Thun-
der Bar & Grill – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Under gen-
eral supervision of the Food & 
Beverage Supervisor, main-
tains an efficient food opera-
tion by preparing hot and cold 
food items in accordance with 
production requirements, rec-
ipes and established safety 
policies and procedures.

Maintenance Engineer, 
Electrical – Tulsa, regular 
full time. This position is re-
sponsible for the overall reno-
vation, planned maintenance 
of electrical components, in-
cluding motors, controllers, 
light control system, and 
LV distribution on assigned 
properties and grounds.

ClassIFIeds 
–from Page 19

neglected children in court cases in the state and tribal 
courts for both Pawnee and Osage counties.

• ONCA 19-71 (Potts) is a $584,727 appropriation for 
the Osage Press, which funds operations for the Osage 
News and its Editorial Board.

• ONCA 19-94 (Potts) is a $1.7 million appropriation for 
the Office of Attorney General operations.

The Congress will have its next 24-day session starting in 
late March for the 2020 Hun-Kah Session.

Copies of filed legislative bills and resolutions, as well as 
Congressional meeting notices and agendas for sessions are 
posted online to the Legislative Branch website at: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/legislative-branch.

Budget 
–from Page 7

stItt 
–from Page 15

specifically pointed out the Cherokee Nation’s plan to build a 
casino near Fayetteville, Arkansas.

“I’m not sure the details of the Cherokee plan, but I can tell 
you at Quapaw in their Arkansas agreement they have decided 
that it’s much quicker to go through a state licensing procedure 
and under those rules, under different laws, the percentage is 
higher,” Standing Bear said.

The Nation is doing something similar, in terms of looking to 
open a gaming operation in another state – Missouri.

“Our Osage Nation Gaming Board and I, that are still working 
on Missouri, have looked at an option of buying a license under 
the state of an existing casino and working with them but that 
is not an option we want to pursue,” he said. “We want to pursue 
an option where the state and the Osage work together to put 
land into federal trust and to have all the aspects of tribal sover-
eignty on that land and pay the state of Missouri a percentage, 
but we are very, very preliminary on any of that movement.”

Automatic renewal
As for what happens on Jan. 1, 2020, Stitt said that’s a federal 

decision, but tribes cannot operate Class III gaming after Jan. 1. 
They can operate Class II gaming, but he has no plans to address 
exclusivity fees on Class II gaming.

“It’s possible, this may end up in court,” he said. “I certainly 
don’t want it to end up in court. This is why I have chosen to 
publicly speak about this.”

Morgan said on Jan. 1, it will be business as usual.
“I think we’re confident in our legal reading of the compact 

and we’ll continue to move as we have in the last 15 years, in the 
same direction,” Morgan said. “We’ll be open for business, we’ll 
be offering Class III games, and we’ll continue to pay our exclu-
sivity rates to the states.”

December 18th
is the deadline for

all submissions for the
January issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
604 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

How to submit a letter to the Editor: If you would 
like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the 
Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov. Letters must be respectful and informa-
tive to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity  
and space.
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Without Reservations

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Letters to the Editor
The film ‘Killers of the Flower Moon’
will be about the book

As I read the article on 
the Grayhorse Community 
wants to meet with the film-
maker Martin Scorsese, I 
was surprised that 85 Osag-
es would attend a meeting 
on a part of Osage history 
that happened almost 100 
years ago and before they 
were born. I realize that 
many of those Osages have 
lived their whole lives in 
Osage County and I can see 
how they might have their 
own thoughts on the subject. 
Even so, it is history and 
I believe that both books, 
“Killers of the Flower Moon” 
and its predecessor “The 
Deaths of Sybil Bolton,” lat-
er known as “Bloodland,” by 
Dennis McAuliffe Jr., were 
written more on the histori-
cal aspects of the events, not 
so much the emotional as-
pect. I have read both books 
and think both were good in 
describing the story of the 
oil rich Osage but approach 
it from a different angle. My 
mother, Julia Hazel Thom-
as, an original allottee, was 

born in Pawhuska in 1905, 
which would have put her 
right in the middle of the 
both story lines. Fortunate-
ly, I think my grandparents, 
Leonard and Agnes Thomas, 
saw the horror of the times 
and sent their two girls away 
to private schools to protect 
them from the horror of the 
time, only to come back to 
Pawhuska on holidays. So, 
they too, if they were here 
today would have their own 
idea of what went on back 
then. I grant you some of 
the pain from those terrible 
times could still affect some 
part of our lives, but I think 
it may be better to let the 
professional writers look at 
history and write about it, 
giving us a better unaffected 
picture of the overall situa-
tion. After all, the book was 
written and published and 
that is what the movie will 
be about. No amount of time 
or pain will change that.

–Gregory Woodell
Bentonville, AR

Five employees win cash and prizes
in Osage News Halloween contest
Osage News

Congratulations to the win-
ners of the Osage News 2019 
Halloween Costume Contest!

Individual Contest:

• 1st Place: Cherylyn 
Satepauhoodle, $100

• 2nd Place: Kat Sheppard, 
$50

• 3rd Place: Billy Keene, $25

Group Contest:

• 1st Place: Lacie 
Pahsetopah and Rachel 
Wynn $100

Thank You to the businesses 
and ON departments who do-
nated prizes:

• Tallgrass Prairie Flowers 
& More

• Spurs and Arrows

• Grape Dumplin

• Community Health 
Representatives

• ON Public Health Nurse

• Buckin Flamingo

• ON Visitor’s Center

• Supernaw’s Indian Store 
& Supplies

• Krazy Kow

Cherylyn Satepauhoodle won first place as Wednesday Addams.

Kat Sheppard won 2nd place as a 
Werewolf.

Billy Keene won 3rd place as Teen 
Wolf.

Lacie Pahsetopah and Ra-
chel Wynn won the Group 
Costume contest as 
Chuck Noland and Wilson 
from Cast Away (2000).
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American Legion Post 198 
celebrates 100 years
Osage News

On Nov. 11, the Harold Bigheart 
Smalley American Legion Post 198 cel-
ebrated 100 years with a Veteran’s Day 
Parade in downtown Pawhuska and a 
dance at Wakon Iron Hall. They hon-
ored all veterans with songs honoring:

• Wakon Iron, WWI, Deceased

• Charles Lookout, WWI, Deceased

• George Baconrind, WWI, Deceased

• Joseph Mills, WWI, Deceased

• John Whitehorn, WWI, Deceased

• Frank Pyahunkah, WWI, Deceased

• Dan Scott, WWI, Deceased

• The late Mrs. Wah-Re-She, 
American Red Cross

• Sergeant Aloysius Hill, WWII, 
Deceased

• Freddie Rogers, WWII, Deceased

• Raymond Kipp, Killed in Action 
Vietnam

• James Redcorn Jr., U.S. Army

• American Legion Post 198

• American Legion Auxillary Unit 
198

Head Man Dancer for the occasion 
was Trey Kent, Head Lady Dancer was 
Avis Ballard, Head Singer was Vann 
Bighorse, Master of Ceremonies was 
Nick Williams and Marvin Stepson, 
2019-2021 Incoming Princess was Fiona 
Armeda Red Eagle, Outgoing Princess 
was Marie West, Arena Director was  
Ross Mashunkashey. 

ABOVE: A baby boy peeks over his dad’s 
shoulder at the Harold Bigheart Smalley 
American Legion Post 198 Veteran’s Day 
Dance on Nov. 11 at Wakon Iron Hall in 
Pawhuska. 

LEFT: Marjorie Williams dances at the Harold 
Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198 
Veteran’s Day Dance on Nov. 11 at Wakon 
Iron Hall in Pawhuska. Williams organized 
the dance and that day’s Veterans Day Pa-
rade that honored 100 years of Post 198.

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

U.S. Army Veteran Talee Redcorn holds the U.S. flag as he dances at the Harold Bigheart 
Smalley American Legion Post 198 Veteran’s Day Dance on Nov. 11 at Wakon Iron Hall in 
Pawhuska. 

LEFT: Ladies dance in single file at the Har-
old Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 
198 Veteran’s Day Dance on Nov. 11 at Wa-
kon Iron Hall in Pawhuska. 

From left: Jacque Jones, Mary Wildcat and 
Marla Redcorn-Miller dance at the Harold 
Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198 
Veteran’s Day Dance on Nov. 11 at Wakon 
Iron Hall in Pawhuska. 

Brothers, and veterans, Junior Williams 
(black hat) and Nick Williams (blanket) 
dance at the Harold Bigheart Smalley Amer-
ican Legion Post 198 Veteran’s Day Dance on 
Nov. 11 at Wakon Iron Hall in Pawhuska. 

Fiona Armeda Red Eagle was crowned as the 
2019-2021 Princess at the Harold Bigheart 
Smalley American Legion Post 198 Veteran’s 
Day Dance on Nov. 11 at Wakon Iron Hall in 
Pawhuska. 

Head Man Dancer Trey Kent leads a round 
dance at the Harold Bigheart Smalley Amer-
ican Legion Post 198 Veteran’s Day Dance on 
Nov. 11 at Wakon Iron Hall in Pawhuska. 

Head Lady Dancer Avis Ballard (white shirt) 
leads a round dance at the Harold Bigheart 
Smalley American Legion Post 198 Veteran’s 
Day Dance on Nov. 11 at Wakon Iron Hall in 
Pawhuska. 

Women, young women and princesses 
dance at the Harold Bigheart Smalley Amer-
ican Legion Post 198 Veteran’s Day Dance on 
Nov. 11 at Wakon Iron Hall in Pawhuska. 




