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Clint Patterson appointed
as ON Attorney General
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Clint Patterson is now serv-
ing as Osage Nation Attor-
ney General after taking his 
oath of office on Oct. 7 at the t 
ribal courthouse.

In early October, Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
appointed Patterson to the 
top AG position after former 
Attorney General Holli Wells 
resigned in wake of a Sept. 16 

arrest for Driving Under the 
Influence in Pawhuska. 

As with other appointees 
made by the Principal Chief, 
Patterson will be subject to 
confirmation consideration by 
the Sixth ON Congress when 
they meet for the 2020 Hun-
Kah Session next March.

On Oct. 7, Patterson took his 
oath to serve as interim Attor-
ney General with family mem-
bers and other ON government Photo by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Clint Patterson was sworn in as the new Osage Nation Attorney General 
by Trial Court Judge William Oldfield in Pawhuska on Oct. 7.

Osage News

The Osage News offices in downtown Pawhuska on Kihekah street.

Grayhorse community wants to meet 
with filmmaker Martin Scorsese 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

FAIRFAX, Okla. – If a film is 
being made about the system-
atic murder of Osages from the 
Grayhorse District, then that 
story should be told by Gray-
horse Osages. That was the 
message from an Oct. 13 meet-
ing attended by 85 people from 
the Grayhorse community.  

Organized by Osage/
Otoe-Missouria attorney Wil-
son Pipestem and others, 
many attendees gave their 
opinions about the best-selling 
book by David Grann, “Killers 
of the Flower Moon: The Osage 
Murders and the Birth of the 
FBI.” Some individuals spoke 
about how the book affected 
them, how the upcoming film 
will change their community 
and some expressed concern 
about the process the film-
makers have taken in telling  
their story.

Although the film is current-
ly in pre-production, some of 
the meeting attendees voiced 
their objections to Osages from 

the Pawhuska and Hominy 
districts working with film-
makers. They claim the Gray-
horse community’s voice has 
not been heard.

“If this story is to be nar-
rated by an Osage woman, a 
woman from Grayhorse, then 
they don’t need to be speak-
ing with people from Pawhus-

ka, with all due respect,”  
Pipestem said.

That “Osage woman” is Mol-
lie Burkhart, whose sisters 
Anna Brown and Rita Smith 
and mother Lizzie Q. Kyle, 
were murdered by white men 
who carried out a plot to kill 
Osages for their headright 
money by their uncle William 

Hale. Brown’s killing is the 
first murder described in the 
book.

Pipestem stressed he had 
the utmost respect for his 
“relatives” from Hominy and 
Pawhuska, but it is Osages 
from Grayhorse who should 
help shape this story.

“What do you think of writ-

ing a letter to Martin Scorsese 
and we all sign it tonight,” 
Pipestem said to cheers and 
clapping.

At the culmination of the 
nearly three-hour meeting, 
Pipestem began drafting the 
letter to Scorsese that requests 
a meeting with the Gray-
horse community. Nearly all 
the attendees of the meeting 
agreed to sign the letter. They 
also agreed to meet again in  
one month.

Grayhorse Distric 
 involvement

Osage Nation Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
appointed two ambassadors to 
work with filmmakers, Chad 
Renfro and Addie Roanhorse. 
Both Renfro and Roanhorse are 
from the Pawhuska District. 
Both Renfro and Roanhorse 
have Grayhorse relatives and 
Roanhorse is a direct descen-
dant of Henry Roan, another 
murder described in the book.  

Renfro said that from the 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Attendees of an Oct. 13 Grayhorse Community meeting gather for a photo. Most of the attendees have agreed 
to sign a letter requesting a meeting with filmmaker Martin Scorsese.

Amendments to strengthen
the Osage Nation’s Independent 
Press Act signed into law
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The Osage News is now 
operating with additional  
legal protections. 

By a 10-1 count, the Osage 
Nation Congress approved 
ONCA 19-78 on Sept. 27, 
thus amending the tribe’s In-
dependent Press Act to es-
tablish a shield act, create 
alternate seats on the edito-
rial board and guarantee a 
continued funding source for  
the newspaper. 

“I had to think about this for 
a long time,” the bill’s sponsor, 
Congresswoman Paula Stabler 
said. “If something were to 
happen, the newspaper would 
be the first to go. It’s a commu-
nication to our members. For 
some, it’s the only way they 
find out what’s going on here.”

Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards was absent. Citing 
concerns about a provision 
that obligates the legislative 
branch to provide sufficient 
funding to maintain Osage 
News operations, Congress-

Daposka Ahnkodapi receives 
glowing review from Advance Ed
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

With a glowing review in 
hand, Daposka Ahnkodapi 
is one step closer to earning  
full accreditation. 

Stephan Sargent, an 
education professor at 
Northeastern State Univer-
sity-Broken Arrow, made an 
early October pre-site visit on 
behalf of Advance Ed, a third 
party entity that conducts 
private school accreditation 
studies. In a written state-
ment, he lauded the school’s 
faculty, staff and students 
and said the school is ready 
to take the next step towards  
full accreditation. 

“I am exceptionally im-
pressed by the work of the 
Daposka Ahnkodapi School,” 

he wrote. “The initiative of 
the Osage Nation to revi-
talize the Osage language 
together with a world-class 

education is evident in this 
exceptional school. The im-
mersion approach, an out-
standing superintendent, 
excellent faculty/staff, and 
impressive resources all com-
bine to make the school a 
‘jewel’ of the Osage Nation.  

“At this point, the school 
community is well ready 
to begin the self-study pro-
cess of AdvancED Accredi-
tation, which will form the 
basis for their continued 
improvement journey and  
subsequent accreditation.”

With that recommenda-
tion, the school could poten-
tially earn full accreditation 
as early as fall 2020. The re-
mainder of the year will be 
spent doing a self-study. In 

See accredItatIOn
—Continued  on Page 5
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Daposka Ahnkodapi could po-
tentially earn full accreditation 
as early as fall 2020.
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The Sixth Osage Nation Congress discussed and considered Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear’s two line-
item vetoes on Oct. 1, the last day of the Tzi-Zho Session. 

Standing Bear line-item
vetoes Regional Gathering
Fund and ON Foundation
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Two line-item vetoes were 
issued to the Sixth Osage Na-
tion Congress from Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
on Sept. 26.

The first veto reduced an 
appropriation to the Regional 
Gathering Fund by $10,000. 
The second line-item veto re-
duced an appropriation to the 
Osage Nation Foundation by 
$50,000. The veto messages 
were read on Oct. 1, the last 
day of the Tzi-Zho Session.

ONCA 19-88, sponsored by 
Congressman Eli Potts, appro-
priated $20,000 to the Region-
al Gathering Fund. The fund 
aids those Osage organiza-
tions that meet outside of the 
Nation’s historical boundar-
ies. The money can be used for 
things such as building rentals 
and food for the gatherings. 

Standing Bear wrote in his 

veto message he was reduc-
ing the amount of $20,000 to 
$10,000 because there is an 
existing balance in the fund 
of $34,000, which he said, 
“should be sufficient for the 
upcoming fiscal year.” 

Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards disagreed.

“The gathering fund is for 
Osage Nation members to 
gather at different regional 
places, to visit. All Osages are 
allowed to attend those meet-
ings and they’re cultural, for 
the most part, and during elec-
tions they invite candidates to 
the forum,” she said. 

She said those organiza-
tions that utilize the fund are 
entitled to as much as $7,500 
each year and if each organiza-
tion were to request the max-
imum amount available, the 
fund would run out. She also 
pointed out that 2020 is an  
election year. 

Congresswoman Alice Good-

fox said that although she sup-
ports the regional gathering 
fund, many of the organiza-
tions raise their own money, 
meet in places that are free 
and bring their own food, pot-
luck style. She said if there 
wasn’t enough money for or-
ganizations to meet then she 
would consider a special ses-
sion to appropriate more mon-
ey to the fund if need be.   

Edwards motioned to over-
ride Standing Bear’s veto and 
she and Potts were the lone 
“yes” votes. Veto overrides re-
quire nine votes to pass. Her 
motion failed. 

ONCA 19-87, sponsored by 
Potts, appropriated $180,000 
to the Foundation. The Foun-
dation administers and dis-
tributes donations and arts 
matching grants for cultural, 
educational, health, historical, 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Actors in “Four Ways to Die” explain the complicated system of 
Osage headrights in the 1920s and how non-Osages could inherit 
after an Osage’s death. 

Full-length play adaptation
of ‘The Deaths of Sybil 
Bolton’ to premiere in Tulsa
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

A full-length play 
about the 1994 book “The 
Deaths of Sybil Bolton,” 
by Washington Post jour-
nalist Dennis McAuliffe, 
will premiere in Tulsa at 
the Lynn Riggs Theater 
on Nov. 1.

The play, an extension 
of the TATE-award win-
ning one-act play “Four 
Ways to Die” by Play-
wright David Blakely, 
is a story about McAu-
liffe’s self-discovery af-
ter he learns about his 
Osage ancestry and be-
gins to unveil the clues 
surrounding his Osage 
grandmother’s murder  
in 1925.   

“I read it 10 years ago, 
it’s been sticking with me 
for that long,” said Blake-
ly in 2018. “I was com-
missioned to write a short 
play and I wanted to 
write about this. My last 
few plays have all been 
about social justice and I 
think this is a story that 
needs to be told.

“It got sparked by the 
popularity of ‘Killers of the Flower Moon’ which is a wonder-
ful book – but it doesn’t have the personal anchor that Den-
ny has to telling this story, that you need to tell this story 
and that’s what I love about it.”

When McAuliffe’s book was published in 1994, it was hard 
for many Osages to read, and many refused. It addressed the 
Osage Reign of Terror in a way that had not been written 
or spoken about before. The in-your-face facts and descrip-
tions from the FBI files and police reports that named many 
prominent families, both Osage and non-Osage alike, that 
McAuliffe uncovered for the world to see.

One of the characters in the play, Bryan Burkhart, was 
also found guilty of helping to kill Anna Brown, one of the 
murders depicted in “Killers of the Flower Moon.” Burkhart 
was also a person of interest McAuliffe researched in the 
death of his grandmother.

“I looked at Bryan Burkhart’s testimony,” Blakely said. 
“He’s a chilling, cold-hearted man, and I purposely made 
him funny so that when you see just how cold-hearted and 
brutal he is, it sneaks up on you. You see him as a bumbling 
fool and it’s terrible what happens.”

McAuliffe’s grandmother died when she was just 21 years 
old, shot in front of her Pawhuska home, his mother was just 

Osage News

“The Deaths of Sybil Bolton” is a 
1994 nonfiction book by journalist 
Dennis McAuliffe, Osage.  

Photo Courtesy of York Wilson for the UNC 
Hussman School of Journalism and Media 

Dennis McAuliffe, author of “The 
Deaths of Sybil Bolton.”

See Play
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Nation settles 2015 lawsuit against 
former Osage LLC management
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The Osage Nation has set-
tled a 2015 lawsuit stemming 
from the former management 
of Osage LLC. 

During an Appropriations 
Committee hearing during the 
Tzi-Zho Session, then-Attorney 
General Holli Wells confirmed 
to the Osage Nation Congress 
that the tribe entered into a 
$150,000 settlement with one 
of the defendants in a civil se-
curities lawsuit against sever-
al people previously involved 
with Osage LLC.

After the committee hear-
ing, the Osage Nation Attor-
ney General’s office declined to 
provide any additional infor-
mation, citing a confidentiality 
clause in the settlement. 

According to documents 
filed with the Osage County 
District Court, the case was 
formally dismissed with preju-
dice on Oct. 11 due to the set-
tlement. 

Among the individually 

named defendants are former 
Osage LLC CEO Carol Leese, 
former CFO Robert Petre, Red 
Eagle Feather Distributing 
LLC, Yancey Redcorn, Betsy 
Brown, New Market Technol-
ogy Fund LLC, New Market 
Technology Fund I LLC, How-
ard Hill, TeraDact Solutions 
LLC and its CEO and presi-
dent, Christopher Schricte.

According to the pleadings, 
Leese and Petre left out key 

details about three companies 
– New Market Technology 
Fund I, New Market Technol-
ogy Fund LLC and TeraDact 
Solutions -- when they pre-
sented to the Osage LLC board 
of directors and the Osage Con-
gress in 2010 that a $1 million 
investment would be a sound 
move and a way to break into 
government contracting. 

Osage LLC purchased 
shares during summer 2010 
at $50,000 each, with the mar-
ket price dropping soon there-
after. That investment was 
later characterized as a loan, 
although terms were never set. 

Despite annual reports to 
Osage LLC board to the con-
trary, financial statements for 
two of the three companies for 
both 2010 and 2011 showed 
six- and seven-figure losses. 
Figures over the same period 
for the third company, New 
Market Technology Fund I, 
were not made available until 
2013 and also showed substan-
tial losses while part of the 
Osage LLC portfolio.

Courtesy Photo

Carol Leese, former Osage LLC CEO. 

Osage Congress passes FY 2020
budgets for the three villages
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The 2020 fiscal year budgets 
for the Grayhorse, Hominy and 
Pawhuska villages received 
approval from the Sixth Osage 
Nation Congress during the 
Tzi-Zho Session in September.

The Congress unanimously 
passed bill ONCA 19-73 (spon-
sored by Congressman Eli 
Potts who is the Congressional 
Appropriations Chairman), 

which is referred to as the 2020 
fiscal year Village Committee 
Funds Appropriation Act. 

The bill contains the three 
respective village budgets 
totaling $365,220 with the 
Grayhorse Village budgeted to 
receive $110,000 and Hominy 
Village will receive $50,000. 
The Pawhuska Village, which 
receives a monthly percentage 
of the gaming revenue at the 
Pawhuska Osage Casino locat-
ed on the village property, is 

budgeted to receive $205,220, 
according to the bill. 

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear signed the bud-
get bill one day after its ap-
proval vote on Sept. 18.

Potts noted the Congress 
passed separate legislation 
during the 2019 Hun-Kah 
Session to establish revolving 
funds for the three villages so 
the village funding would not 



Osage News • osagenews.org November 2019 3

Osage artisans needed for ‘Killers of the Flower Moon’
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage artisans need to be at 
the ready.

Costume designers for the 
film, “Killers of the Flow-
er Moon,” based on David 
Grann’s bestselling novel 
about the Osage Reign of Ter-
ror and the birth of the FBI, 
visited the Wahzhazhe Cultur-
al Center on Oct. 22 and said 
they want Osages to make the 
traditional clothing needed for 
the film and they need those 
clothes made before March, 
according to WCC Director  
Addie Hudgins. 

“We’re still working it out, 
but they did express that they 
want to use as many Osage ar-
tisans as they can,” she said. 
“We’re probably going to need 
everybody. It’s going to be a 
crunch. She said they want to 
start filming in March.”

Academy Award-winning 
Costume Designer Sandy 
Powell and fellow designer 
David Davenport visited with 
Hudgins and staff for almost 
two hours. They scoured old 
photos, studied Osage clothing 
and even tried some on. 

WCC employee Sammy 
Lookout modeled Osage men’s 
clothing and for the women’s 
clothing, they put the clothes 
on Powell so she could get 
a sense of how the clothes 
were worn, how they felt 
and the materials they were  
made from. 

“We had John (HorseChief) 
pull up a bunch of pictures 
from the 1920s. He pulled 
everything from 1915-1930 
that we have, so they could 
look through those pictures,” 
Hudgins said. “They wanted to 
touch base and see how things 
were made and how they were 
worn, what information we 
knew, what we have. So, we 
pulled a bunch of books that 
we had, just researching.” 

From the cultural center, 
the designers went to the 
Osage Nation Museum for 
more research and then they 
went to Whitehair Memorial, 
which holds many historical 
clothing items from the early 
1900s, Hudgins said. 

Anyone who has had expe-
rienced making Osage cloth-
ing knows they aren’t made 
overnight. Even for the most 
experienced weaver, just one 
woman’s fully woven yarn belt 
can take anywhere from two to 
four weeks to make.   

Hudgins said Powell men-
tioned “hundreds” of moc-

casins. She said with that 
amount of clothing needed, 
they are currently discussing 
the best way to select artisans. 
She said they will most likely 
have to make a call for Osage 
artisans. They will make that 
announcement soon. 

“She didn’t say anything 
specific about the script, but 
she did say ‘hundreds of pairs 
of moccasins.’ And I was like 
‘Hundreds?!’” Hudgins said. 

Hudgins said the agreement 
that is being worked on would 

ensure that all clothing made 
by Osages for the film would 
be given back to those Osages 
after the filmmakers are fin-
ished. For example, if one per-
son made 10 Osage shirts, they 
would get those shirts back af-
ter filming. 

“So, it won’t be in a storage 
somewhere in California. The 
person that makes it gets it 
back,” Hudgins said.  

Peterson emailed Hudgins 
and wrote: “Thanks for spend-
ing a few hours with us. Being 

able to see, touch and learn 
about the weaving and ribbon-
work were so inspiring. We’re 
very excited to work with you 
and can’t wait to come back 
and see more.” 

In other movie news, set de-
signers have made their way 
up and down Kihekah street 
in downtown Pawhuska re-
cently. Set designers visited 
the Osage News office, took 
measurements and said they 
were preparing to transform 
downtown Pawhuska but 

were not able to discuss any  
further details.

According to IMDB.com, 
Powell is a three-time Acad-
emy Award winner for Best 
Achievement in Costume De-
sign for The Aviator (2004), 
The Young Victoria (2009), and 
Shakespeare in Love (1998). 
She has also worked on oth-
er films with director Martin 
Scorsese, including The Wolf 
of Wall Street (2013), Hugo 
(2011), and Gangs of New York 
(2002).

All photos Courtesy of the Wahzhazhe Cultural Center

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Wahzhazhe Cultural Center Director Addie 
Hudgins dressed Academy Award-winning Costume Designer Sandy 
Powell in Osage clothes to give her a better feel of how the clothes are 
worn and what the materials are made of.

WCC employee Sammy Lookout models men’s Osage clothing for “Killers of 
the Flower Moon” costume designers Sandy Powell and David Davenport. 

WCC Director Addie Hudgins explains Osage clothing to the costume de-
signers of the upcoming film “Killers of the Flower Moon.”

WCC Director Addie Hudgins shows “Killers of the Flower Moon” costume 
designers Sandy Powell and David Davenport how an Osage yarn belt is 
made.

Author draws parallel between Osage
Reign of Terror and the Tulsa Race Riot
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

TULSA, Okla. — The par-
allels between the Tulsa Race 
Massacre and the Osage Reign 
of Terror are undeniable to Da-
vid Grann. 

Near the end of his remarks 
at the University of Tulsa’s 
Presidential Lecture Series 
Oct. 22, the author of “Killers 
of the Flower Moon” pointed 
out the connections between 
the pair, separated by about 
60 miles. 

Also known as the Tul-
sa Race Riot, the massacre 
stemmed from a May 1921 
encounter between a black 
shoeshiner, Dick Rowland, 
and a white elevator operator, 
Sarah Page in a downtown 
building’s elevator. Although 
the actual specifics of their 
encounter have become hazy 
over the years, Rowland was 
accused of assaulting Page 
and arrested. The encounter 
eventually led to a white mob 
storming the segregated com-
munity’s thriving black com-
mercial district, also known 
as Black Wall Street, as 

well as predominantly black 
neighborhoods. Almost 200 
black-owned businesses were 
destroyed, along with more 
than 1,200 homes. 

Both the riot and the Osage 
Reign of Terror, Grann ob-
served, were long excluded 
from public discussions of his-
tory and stemmed from simi-
lar racial and cultural divides 
in their communities that ul-
timately led to millions of dol-
lars in losses.   

“It’s the same period,” he 

said. “Both involved people 
with money who were seen as 
less than human. It’s the same 
toxicity.”

The massacre has garnered 
new national interest in part 
due to its inclusion in an HBO 
television show, “Watchmen.” 
As is the case with the Osage 
Reign of Terror, the official 
number of recorded fatalities 
associated with it is thought 
to be substantially lower than 
the actual body count. Addi-
tional efforts are underway in 

Tulsa to try to locate long-ru-
mored mass graves dug in the 
riot’s aftermath. 

Among the threads con-
necting the two was a private 
investigator hired by Ernest 
and Mollie Burkhart, the fam-
ily prominently featured in 
Grann’s book. Prior to coming 
to Pawhuska, the investigator 
worked for the Tulsa Police 
Department and was among 
the officers who responded to 
the riot.  

“There is definitely an inter-
mingling,” he said. 

Grann did not offer up any 
updates on the Martin Scors-
ese-directed film version of 
his book, which is currently 
in pre-production. However, 
he did acknowledge that he 
did not write the book with a 
movie in mind. Calling it the 
hardest thing he’s ever writ-
ten, it was instead complet-
ed with the victims in mind, 
complete with their pictures 
hanging on a wall during the  
writing process.

“It’s too late to restore jus-
tice for the victims, but I hope 
to restore history and a sense 
of the past,” he said.

Courtesy Photo/Tulsa Historical Society

Author David Grann said there are many similarities between the Osage 
Reign of Terror and the 1921 Tulsa Race Riots. Both Osages and African 
Americans were slain for their wealth and prosperity. 

Osage Nation 
Museum exhibit 
honoring Osage 
veterans opens 
Nov. 14
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Mu-
seum in Pawhuska is 
opening its latest exhib-
it on Nov. 14 honoring 
Osages who served in  
the military. 

To Honor and Remem-
ber: Osage Veterans and 
the U.S. Military features 
a history of Osage involve-
ment in the armed forces 
with photos, historical ar-
tifacts, uniform clothing, 
dance clothes and art, ac-
cording to a news release. 

Veteran information 
featured in the exhibit is 
the result of a museum 
call for stories, photos 
and biographies earlier  
this year.

On Nov. 14, the muse-
um will host an opening 
of the exhibit starting at 
5 p.m., which includes a 
lowering of the U.S. flag 
by the Harold Bigheart 

See exhIbIt
—Continued  on Page 17
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officials present. Chief Trial 
Court Judge William Oldfield 
administered the oath that 
day in Pawhuska. 

In a statement, Patterson 
said: “I am humbled and bless-
ed by Chief Standing Bear’s 
appointment as the Nation’s 
third Attorney General. I look 
forward to serving the people 
of this great Nation.”

Patterson started working 
for the Nation as an Assis-
tant Attorney General in 2011 
while Jeff Jones served as the 
inaugural Attorney General 
under the Nation’s 2006 re-
formed government. Patterson 
continued his work with the 
AG’s office when Wells was 
appointed by Standing Bear 
to serve in 2015 and later con-
firmed by Congress.

According to Osage law es-
tablishing the Office of Attor-
ney General, its operations 
are independent of the three 
government branches and the 
Attorney General position is 
in charge of establishing ad-
ministrative and operating 
policies for the office and to 
enforce the provisions of the 
Osage Constitution and laws 
of the Nation. The Attorney 
General is authorized to ap-
pear for the Nation and pros-
ecute and defend all actions 
and proceedings, civil or crim-
inal, in the Nation’s Trial and 
Supreme Courts, as well as 
legal interests in the Nation’s 
dealing and relations with 
persons/ organizations outside 
the Nation as requested by the 
Principal Chief and Congress. 
The Attorney General also 
represents the Nation in state 
district courts on Indian child 
welfare or social services mat-
ters involving enrolled Osages 
or children eligible to become 
members. 

Also, the Attorney General 
is authorized to give the Prin-
cipal Chief or the Congress and 
its committees formal legal 
opinions (non-legally binding, 
but persuasive authority) on 
such matters within the scope 
of their duties as they may re-
quest from time to time, and to 
give legal advice to the boards/ 
commissions and instrumen-
talities of the Nation. 

As the AG’s office grew to 
include three more assistant 
attorneys general to handle 
the increasing workload, Pat-
terson worked as the First 
Assistant Attorney General 
and represented the Nation 
as legal counsel to the various 
boards and commissions, pro-
vided consultations to the Ex-

ecutive Branch departments 
and represented the Nation in 
various tribal court cases.

For example, Patterson 
represented the Nation in the 
Reta Lintner case that is cur-
rently in the Nation’s Trial 
Court. That disenrollment case 
centers on whether Lintner is 
an Osage citizen. A petition 
for Lintner’s disenrollment 
was first filed in April 2016 
after the ON membership de-
partment staff reviewed a file 
directly connected to Lintner 
and noticed a notation that 
said the person was not eligi-
ble for a CDIB.   

As First Assistant Attorney 
General, Patterson has also 
authored requested Attorney 
General’s opinions in 2018 and 
2019. One opinion (requested 
by Standing Bear on behalf of 
former Osage Minerals Coun-
cil Chairwoman Marsha Har-
lan) questioned whether an 
OMC member, who is an oil 
producer with ownership in a 
company which does business 
with the Nation presents a 
conflict of interest within the 
laws of the Nation.

A second question (request-
ed by Standing Bear) asked 
if the Nation’s Human Re-
source Department positions 
defined in the Nation’s Work-
force Pay for Performance Act 
can be updated or changed as 
the Executive Branch deems 
appropriate. A third question 
(requested by Assistant Princi-
pal Chief Raymond Red Corn, 
who was acting Principal 
Chief on April 19, 2018) asked 
how many Congress members 
constitute a majority for the 
purpose of passing bills or res-
olutions when the 12-member 
Congress is only populated by 
11 members. 

According to the Nation’s 
statement, Patterson is the 
great-grandson of Osage orig-
inal allottee Henry Peace. Be-
fore working for the Nation, 
Patterson worked in private 
law practice and Indian hous-
ing. He graduated with his 
Juris Doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma where 
he served as president of the 
Native American Law Student 
Association and is a member of 
the Gamma Delta Chapter of 
Sigma Chi Fraternity. 

For more information about 
the ON Office of Attorney Gen-
eral, go online to: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/attorney-general

All photos by Cody Hammer / Osage News

From left: Osage Nation Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn, 
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, newly sworn-in Attorney General 
Clint Patterson and Trial Court Judge William Oldfield pose for a photo on 
Oct. 7 in Pawhuska.

Clint Patterson (middle right) stands with his family after being sworn in 
as the new Osage Nation Attorney General on Oct. 7 in Pawhuska.

woman Maria Whitehorn 
cast the lone dissenting vote.

“What is not included in 
the heading is one of the most 
substantial changes we’ve 
made,” she said. “What’s left 
out…is a new funding section 
that says the Congress shall 
fund the press. I understand 
the reasons given, which 
are good reasons. As far as I 
know, I don’t think we have 
any entity that guarantees 
that they shall be funded. To 
me, that’s one of the biggest 
shifts that I’ve ever seen.

“Every year I’ve been here, 
we’ve funded the newspa-
per. Every entity we fund 
has to be part of a branch  
of government. 

“This is a new precedent in 
law that I just can’t support.”

Aside from the finan-
cial provisions ensuring 
the newspaper’s continued 
existence, the bill creates 
further editorial space be-
tween the tribal govern-
ment and the Osage News on  
multiple fronts. 

Among the provisions is 
the creation of a shield act, 
which protects the Osage 

News staff from having to re-
veal a story’s sources – pub-
lished or unpublished – in 
civil court. The protections do 
not extend to criminal or def-
amation cases. 

Although there is not a 
federal version, more than 
40 states have some form of a 
shield law, as does the Cher-
okee Nation. The version 
approved by the Osage Na-
tion Congress is modeled off 
of the one used by the state  
of Oklahoma. 

The amendments also pro-
vide for the creation of two 
alternates to the newspaper’s 
editorial board. Should one of 
the three current members be 
unable to temporarily serve 
on the board without the ap-
pearance of a conflict of inter-
est for any reason, then one 
of the two alternates would 
step in. 

Like the current board 
members, the alternates are 
required to have at least five 
years of newsroom experi-
ence and adhere to the pro-
fessional ethics guidelines 
published by both the Society 
of Professional Journalists 
and the Native American 
Journalists Association. The 
executive branch will nom-

inate one alternate and the 
other will come from the leg-
islative branch.  

The law also formally 
charges the editorial board 
with hiring the editor rath-
er than having him or her be 
subject to appointment and 
prohibits the newspaper from 
maintaining offices in the 
same location as any branch 
of the tribe’s government.   

After the conclusion of the 
Tzi-Zho Session, Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
signed the measure into law, 
along with the newspaper’s 
budget for fiscal year 2020. 

Meanwhile, less than 
24 hours after the Osage 
Congress approved the 
amendments, a neighbor-
ing tribe declined to send 
a ballot question to its vot-
ers that would potential-
ly add press protections to  
their constitution. 

On Sept. 28, the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation National 
Council voted down a resolu-
tion to add a referendum to its 
Nov. 2 general election ballot 
that would have added a sec-
tion to the tribe’s constitution 
calling for the establishment 
of an editorially independent 
media department.

amendments 
–from Page 1

grayhOrse 
–from Page 1

outset in January of 2018, of-
ficials from Imperative En-
tertainment, and Scorsese’s 
Sikelia Productions, have been 
introduced to Grayhorse fami-
lies mentioned in the book and 
they have all been taken to 
Grayhorse and to the White-
hair Memorial.

“Not once did the Chief’s 
Office or the ambassadors 
tell anyone they cannot  
be involved.  

“The opposite is true, in 
that the goal is to include as 
many Osages as possible in 
the discussions, projects and 
opportunities,” he said. “There 
were some groups, which have 
Osage members, that were 
informed by Imperative En-
tertainment that they had 
already developed a working 
relationship with the Osage 
Nation through the Chief’s 
Office. The Osage voice as a 
whole in this process has not 
been repressed. 

“In fact, it has been high-
lighted again and again by Im-
perative Entertainment, the 
production team of Scorsese 
and especially the Chief’s Of-
fice and ambassadors.”

Renfro said he knew the 
Grayhorse meeting was taking 
place but was unavailable that 
day. Roanhorse was coming 
back from Denver after partic-
ipating in the Indigenous Film 
and Arts Festival and Stand-
ing Bear was coming back from 
Dallas after attending the OU 
vs. Texas football game.

He said if his schedule 
allows, he will attend the 
next Grayhorse community  
meeting.

Location scouting
Location scouting has been 

ongoing since May of this year 
since Scorsese and Dante Fer-
retti attended the Grayhorse 
Community Building ground-
breaking, Renfro said. Film-
makers have asked about the 
usage of Nation’s properties.

Osage Nation Speaker of 
the Congress Joe Tillman, 
Grayhorse district, said at the 
meeting he was introduced to 
filmmakers and was told they 
would be using Osage Na-
tion-owned buildings for free. 
This information was not re-
ceived well by the attendees.

“The main goal of the offer-
ing of Osage Nation-owned 
buildings to the producers is 
for economic development and 
growth of the Osage Nation. 
There are many challenges to 
filming here based on our geo-
graphic location and unique 
circumstances. We are work-
ing to add value and incentive 
to filming here while enhanc-
ing the Nation’s properties, 
without contributing to the 

State’s fund or giving anything 
for free,” Renfro said.

“Vacant buildings such as 
the former flight school and 
gaming offices west of the 
Tulsa Casino and Superin-
tendent’s House, as well as 
the occupied First National 
Bank building are some of the 
properties being considered,”  
he said.  

He said the Nation is not 
involved in the location scout-
ing for the film and the scouts 
have also contacted individu-
al Osages and other property 
owners for the usage of their 
lands and homes for the film.

Hollywood impact
The film’s cast currently 

includes Leonardo DiCaprio, 
who will play the lead charac-
ter of Tom White, and Robert 
De Niro, who will play the vil-
lain William Hale. The news of 
De Niro joining the cast made 
national and international 
headlines.

Pipestem likened the impact 
of the upcoming film to “Danc-
es with Wolves,” and “Little Big 
Man.” He asked the attendees 
if anyone had ever seen those 
two films and the audience 
laughed. Those two films are 
staples in many Native Amer-
ican households throughout 
Indian Country. But neither 
of those films are true stories, 
and neither of those films had 
the violence and murder that 
will be depicted in Flower 
Moon. Another attendee lik-
ened the impact to the Osage 
community that Steven Spiel-
berg’s “Schindler’s List” had to 
the Jewish community.

“Some of these things are 
hard to talk about, and some 
of you may have been told not 
to talk about them,” Pipestem 
said. “But now we have mil-
lions of people and their eyes 
will be turned toward here.”

Pipestem said the meet-
ing was organized because a 
discussion needed to be had 
among the community mem-
bers. Anthony Webb, Judge 
Marvin Stepson, Margo Gray, 
Johnny Williams, Jerry Shaw, 
Cecelia Tallchief, Randolph 
Crawford, Talons Goode, Mi-
chael Irons, Judy Tiger, Wen-
dy Ponca, Joe Tillman, Tim 
Tallchief, Danette Daniels, 

and Veronica Pipestem, all 
stood up and spoke about the 
impact the film could have in 
Grayhorse, what they thought 
about the book, the Osage ex-
perience, and how the murders 
affected their families.

Teresa Bates Rutherford, 
the great-granddaughter of 
Joe Bates Sr., whose murder 
is described in the book, said 
she hasn’t read the book yet 
because she’s not ready. Her 
great-grandfather was poi-
soned with strychnine and 
died in front of his family in 
1923 – he was killed for 40 
acres of land.

“Some things are still just 
too hard for me to talk about 
without crying,” she said. “I 
had my grandfather until I 
was 30 years old and he told 
me stories growing up about 
how hard it was to lose his fa-
ther at the age of 15. He quick-
ly had to become the man of 
the house and his youngest 
of five siblings was just two  
years old.”

Frank Wootan, a white man 
who grew up in Grayhorse 
and whose ancestors came 
to the area in the late 1800s, 
stood up in front of the crowd 
and said he knew Bryan Bur-
khart, one of the murderers 
of Anna Brown. He said he 
knew Burkhart “quite well.” 
He said he was a young boy 
when Burkhart showed him 
and other young boys the site 
where Brown was murdered. 
He said the book got it wrong 
because there were two gun-
shots that night, the first went 
into Burkhart’s leg, giving him 
a permanent limp. The other  
killed Brown.

He went on to say that he 
knew and grew up with many 
Osages and their families.

“I can honestly say, no one 
in my family has ever harmed 
an Osage,” he said.

Pipestem said he has friends 
in the film industry who know 
DiCaprio and that it was his 
hope that DiCaprio would 
stand up for the Osage com-
munity and ensure the Osage 
are not depicted as drunks or 
incompetent individuals who 
could not handle their money.

“There are ways in Hol-
lywood to depict people ac-
curately and hold people 
accountable,” Pipestem said. 
“I won’t accept we won’t have 
a voice.”

Disclaimer: Osage News 
Editor Shannon Shaw Duty 
is a member of the Grayhorse 
District.

“There are ways in 
Hollywood to depict 

people  accurately and 
hold people accountable, 

Pipestem said.
I won’t accept we

won’t have a voice.”
—Wilson Pipestem

Correction
On page 15 of the Oc-

tober 2019 edition of the 
Osage News, Liam Ash-
more was incorrectly iden-
tified. The Osage News 
regrets the error.
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addition to documenting everything 
the school is doing to meet the state’s 
academic standards, Daposka Ahnko-
dapi faculty and staff will include the 
school’s plans for the future, includ-
ing adding a fourth grade class in 
2020-2021 and eventually getting its  
own building. 

As part of the effort to earn accredita-
tion, the school has started incorporat-
ing academic benchmarks to document 
the students’ progress, including issu-
ing report cards. To further bolster its 
case for accreditation, all of the school’s 
teachers are certified and are working 
the Oklahoma Department of Educa-
tion’s academic standards into the les-
son plans. 

“Our mission remains the same: 
teaching Osage language and culture,” 
Superintendent Patrick Martin said. 
“That hasn’t changed.”

Accreditation as a private school 

would potentially make the school el-
igible to participate in two state-run 
scholarship programs: the Lindsey Ni-
cole Henry Scholarship, which provides 
tuition scholarships for disabled stu-
dents who have an individualized ed-
ucation plan, and the Oklahoma Equal 
Opportunity Education Scholarship, 
which is a tax credit scholarship pro-
gram for families with an income of up 
to 300 percent of the eligibility limit for 
free or reduced price school meals.  

When and if the school earns full 
accreditation, there are no plans to 
change its tuition structure to reflect 
its new status. The school increased 
its tuition rates to $500 per child 
per month for the 2019-2020 school 
year, but still offers reduced rates 
through participation in language and  
culture classes. 

“It could fluctuate like it did this 
year,” Martin said. “Our plan is to 
leave it as is, though. Just because we 
get accredited does not automatically 
mean we will raise or lower it.” 

Courtesy Photos/Tara Manthey

From left: Osage/Otoe-Missouria artist and drum maker Rock Pipestem, Osage/Creek artist 
Yatika Fields and Osage artist Addie Roanhorse stand with Fields’ drum at the Indigenous 
Film and Arts Festival in Denver. 

Foundation’s drum exhibit 
featured at Indigenous Film 
and Arts Festival
Osage News

A collection of Osage drums is on ex-
hibit through Oct. 25 at the University 
of Denver in Colorado for its first ap-
pearance outside of the Osage. “Voices 
From the Drum: An Osage Collection” 
features traditional Osage drums 
painted and personalized by Osage art-
ists from across the nation. An opening 
reception on Oct. 11 featured artists 
Addie Roanhorse, Yatika Fields and 
drum-maker Rock Pipestem.

The artists shared their creative 
process in the creation of their piec-
es, as well as the ways the project has 
impacted their lives. Pipestem, who 
created each of the 19 wood and buffa-
lo-hide drums by hand, said the proj-
ect has brought “massive blessings” to 
his life and helped him become a better 
drum maker, singer and citizen of the 
Nation. The reception featured a film 
on the project created by Osage-owned 
Buffalo Nickel Creative. The event was 

catered by Ben Jacobs, Osage, owner of 
Tocabe, An American Indian Eatery in 
Denver. Jacobs attended the reception 
with his family. 

A project of the Osage Nation Foun-
dation, the exhibit was invited to be part 
of the Indigenous Film and Arts Festi-
val in Denver. David Conrad, Osage, is 
on the board of the festival’s parent or-
ganization, the International Institute 
for Indigenous Resource Management. 
Conrad asked Jeanne Rubin, General 
Counsel for the institute, if the drum 
exhibit could be featured in the festival 
in partnership with the Osage Nation 
Foundation. The foundation’s execu-
tive director, Bill Webb, said transport-
ing the large drums to Denver was a 
significant logistical challenge but well 
worth the effort. The foundation hopes 
to bring the collection to other venues 
to build awareness and understanding 
of Osage culture and tradition. The 
pieces are part of the Osage Nation’s 
permanent art collection.

David Conrad, International Institute for Indigenous Resource Management board member,  
and Bill Webb, ON Foundation Director. 
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From left: Risë Supernaw Proctor, Jeri Redcorn, Cecelia Tallchief, Judge Marvin Stepson 
and Dr. Ron Shaw were honored on Oct. 1 at the 11th Annual AARP Oklahoma Indian 
Elder Honors at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City.

AARP Oklahoma honors five 
Osage elders at annual celebration
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Five Osage elders were honored 
for their contributions to their com-
munities at the 11th Annual AARP 
Oklahoma Indian Elder Honors.

Franklin McKinley, Risë Super-
naw Proctor, Dr. Ron Shaw, Judge 
Marvin Stepson and Cecelia Tallch-
ief were all honored on Oct. 5 at the 
National Cowboy & Western Her-
itage Museum in Oklahoma City. 
According to AARP Oklahoma, more 
than 900 people attended the event. 
The event honored 52 Indian elders, 
including Pawhuska resident Jeri 
Red Corn, the wife of the late Osage 
author Charles Red Corn. 

Cherokee actor Wes Studi received 
the Dr. John Edwards Memorial 
Leadership Award. He accepted his 
award via a pre-taped video and gave 
his regrets for not being able to make 
it in person. He will also be the first 
Native American actor to receive an 
Oscar at the 11th annual Governors 
Awards on Oct. 27. The Dr. John Ed-
wards Memorial Leadership Award 
honors an individual whose positive 
impact embodies the spirit of Dr. Ed-
wards, who passed away in 2014, ac-
cording to AARP Oklahoma.

State Director Sean Voskuhl said 
the Indian Elder Honors is the larg-
est gathering of its kind in the state 
and, perhaps, in the nation. Voskuhl 
also noted that AARP Oklahoma con-
tinues to expand its work on issues 
affecting Native Americans, particu-
larly working to address health dis-
parities, transportation needs and 
cultural preservation.

Franklin McKinley, a U.S. Navy 
veteran, has worked tirelessly as a 
member of the Osage Veterans Me-
morial Commission. The purpose 
of the commission is to follow the 
Osage Nation tradition of honoring 
Osage veterans, providing a physi-
cal reminder for present and future 
generations of the contributions and 
sacrifices of Osage veterans and their 
families. As commission chairman, 
Mr. McKinley oversaw the comple-
tion of the memorial last year. The 
memorial features a 20-foot eagle 
feather situated upright like the 
eagle feathers worn by Osage men 
under the Inlonshka dance arbor. 
The memorial also includes recogni-
tion of each branch of the military 
with names of the Osage people who 
served in those branches. “Loss is 
just not on the battlefield alone, but 
back at home, as well,” McKinley 
said. “Memorials are a compassion-
ate way of respectfully reminding all 
of the sacrifices that are made by our 

veterans.” McKinley has also served 
as a drum warmer for the Grayhorse 
Inlonshka dances for the last two de-
cades. He has also served as a Whip 
Man for the Grayhorse Inlonshka.

Risë Supernaw Proctor has 
dedicated her life to maintaining and 
documenting the traditions of the 
Quapaw Tribe. She is well-known 
as a historian of Quapaw ancestry 
and has served as a researcher for 
50 years. Her work documents Qua-
paw history, assisting families with 
ancestry and helping maintain Qua-
paw language preservation. Proctor 
worked in partnership with the Qua-
paw Library reproducing the many 
research documents, annuity rolls, 
census rolls, family trees, heirship 
rolls and funeral home documents 
collected through her research work. 
She also published a collection of 
late 1800s and early 1900s Quapaw 
tribal member photographs. Proctor 
worked as a hospital administra-
tive assistant for 20 years until her 
retirement in 2003. In this role, she 
served as a patient advocate and 
helped families with their inquiries 
and concerns regarding the hospital. 
Proctor also founded the Heh Yah 
Sisterhood, an Osage women’s social 
group.

Ronald Blaine Shaw, MD, has 
dedicated his life to improving the 
health and well-being of all Osage 
Nation tribal members for more than 
38 years. Dr. Shaw received his un-
dergraduate degree from Dartmouth 
College, his medical degree from the 
University of Washington School of 
Medicine and his residency train-
ing at the University of Oklahoma 
Health Sciences Center. Dr. Shaw is 
from the Grayhorse District in Osage 
County and is actively involved in 
the tribe’s traditional ceremonies. 
He was elected to the Osage Con-
gress in 2014 and was instrumental 
in the passage of many bills and laws 
that improved Osage Nation health 
programs, including the creation of 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center in 
Pawhuska. He stepped down from 
this role to assume his current role as 
chief executive officer/chief medical 
officer for the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center. Dr. Shaw has taken an ac-
tive role in improving operations, 
patient satisfaction and facility im-
provements. He has also adopted a 
strong position to help young Indig-
enous students learn about career 
opportunities in health service. Dr. 
Shaw has also served on the Osage 
Nation’s Health Advisory/Authority 
boards and is a former Osage News 

See hOnOrs
—Continued  on Page 17

See stePsOn
—Continued  on Page 19

Retired Judge Marvin Stepson appointed 
to Veterans Memorial Commission
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Retired Osage Nation Judge and 
Army veteran Marvin Stepson is now 
serving on the Veterans Memorial Com-
mission after being appointed by Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear. 

Stepson, who served as the Nation’s 
first Trial Court Chief Judge for 12 
years, took his oath of office at the tribal 
courthouse in Pawhuska on Oct. 16. As 
with other board appointees, Stepson 
will be considered for confirmation by 
the Sixth ON Congress when it meets 
for its 2020 Hun-Kah Session in March.

With the Osage Veterans Memori-
al completed for a 2018 Veterans Day 
opening, the five-member commission 
continues to oversee the structure’s 
maintenance and upkeep, which in-
cludes adding additional Osage veter-
ans names each year to the memorial 
honoring those who served in wartime 
or peace. At the time of the memorial 
dedication, it had approximately 1,200 
Osage veteran names inscribed on its 
walls under their respective service 
branches.

Stepson fills one of two recent VMC 
vacancies with former ON Congressman 
James Norris joining the five-member 
commission earlier this year. Norris re-
ceived a unanimous confirmation vote 
during the 2019 Tzi-Zho Session.

As Chief Judge of the Nation’s Trial 
Court, Stepson heard and ruled on var-
ious civil and criminal cases where the 
lower tribal court had original jurisdic-
tion. Also, as a judge Stepson admin-

istered oaths to appointees for boards 
and commissions and other appoint-
ed positions in the ON government 
through the years. 

As an attorney, Stepson worked for 
the Oklahoma Indian Affairs Commis-
sion and was also a prosecutor for the 
Court of Indian Offenses. Stepson also 
served as tribal court judge for other 
tribes including the Pawnee, Ponca, 
Kickapoo and Sac & Fox.

Stepson’s appointment to the Veter-
ans Memorial Commission comes after 
two vacancies opened this year follow-
ing the passing of WWII veteran and 
Army Capt. Richard Luttrell Sr. and the 
resignation of Air Force veteran Richard 
Perrier, who now serves on the Osage 
Limited Liability Company Board.

Other current VMC members are 

Osage News 2018 File Photo

Retired Judge Marvin Stepson appointed to 
Veterans Memorial Commission.
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Daposka Ahnkodapi receives 
$5,000 from Enbridge Gas 
Osage News

The Osage Nation’s school 
Daposka Ahnkodapi is the re-
cipient of a $5,000 grant from 
Enbridge Gas.

Enbridge Gas officials visit-
ed the ON Executive Branch 
on Oct. 8 to present the check 
to the Nation. Superinten-
dent Patrick Martin and 
Christy Red Eagle, who is an 
Osage Casino marketing spe-
cialist and has served on the 
Osage County Tourism Board,  
were present.

According to Enbridge’s 
website, the energy company 
donated $5,000 to “maintain 
qualified staff and provide ma-
terials for cultural learnings. 
We also supported Osage Na-
tion’s Oil and Gas Summit in 
2018 as part of our commit-
ment to improving the quality 
of life near our operations.”

“We will use the funds to 
purchase textbooks for math 
and reading, as well as needed 
supplies for teachers. It was a 
very generous donation and we 

appreciate they’re help,” Mar-
tin said.

In 2013, Enbridge launched 
its Flanagan South Pipeline 
project, which consisted of a 
nearly 600-mile oil pipeline 
starting in Illinois and ending 
at Cushing, Okla., which is 
southwest of the Nation. 

According to the Enbridge 
website, its investment and 

sponsorship opportunities 
are considered for commu-
nities near the company op-
erations and pipelines and 
those donated funds support 
causes including professional/ 
amateur cultural organiza-
tions, community-based emer-
gency services, education 
providers and environmental/  
safety agencies.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Daposka Ahnkodapi received $5,000 from Enbridge Gas.

Osage News 2018 File Photo

High School students peruse booths at the Education Department’s 
2018 College and Career Fair in Pawhuska.

Education department
to host College and
Career Fair Nov. 7
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

Osage County high school 
students are about to get a 
leg up on planning for their 
future. 

The Osage Nation Edu-
cation Department is host-
ing its annual College and 
Career Fair Nov. 7 at the 
Osage County Fairgrounds’ 
Ag Building. Scheduled for 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., the free event 
is open to all area high school 
juniors and seniors. Attend-
ees do not need to pre-reg-
ister, bring transcripts or 
resumes. 

“We’re primarily target-
ing juniors and seniors since 
they’re the ones who are 
about to graduate and they 
might not necessarily know 
what they want to do af-
ter high school,” said Coley 
Streater with the Osage Na-
tion Education Department. 
“Sophomores are more than 
welcome to attend, though.”  

Among the schools slat-
ed to send representatives 
are Bacone College, Pawnee 
Nation College, Cameron 
University, Oklahoma State 
University Center for Health 
Sciences, the University of 
Tulsa, East Central Univer-
sity, Northern Oklahoma 

College, Rogers State Uni-
versity, Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University, the University of 
Central Oklahoma, the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma, North-
eastern State University, 
Tulsa Community College, 
University of Science and 
Arts of Oklahoma, Tri-Coun-
ty Technology Center and 
Southwestern College from 
Winfield, Kansas. 

TRIO, an outreach and 
support program under the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion for disadvantaged and 
first-generation students, 
will also be represented at 
the fair.  

According to 2018 data 
compiled by the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau through the 
annual American Commu-
nity Survey, 18 percent of 
Osage County adults have a 
bachelor’s degree or higher, 
compared to 24.8 percent of 
adults statewide. 

Recruiters from the Unit-
ed States Marine Corps, 
Army and Navy are also 
scheduled to attend. Addi-
tionally, more than a dozen 
area professionals from dif-
ferent career paths will be 
on hand to answer questions 
about their careers and what 
training is required to pur-
sue a job in that field.

community and other appro-
priate activities and programs, 
according to their website. 

Standing Bear wrote in his 
veto message the Foundation 
board did not request addi-
tional money from his office. 
He said any amount the Con-
gress arrived at to appropriate 
to the Foundation was “arbi-
trary.” He reduced the amount 
to $130,000.

“I am certain any funds from 
the Osage Nation Treasury to 
the Osage Foundation would 
be appreciated by the Osage 
Nation Foundation, but I have 
never received a request for 
any funds from the Board and 
this Congress legislation does 
not state any reason why any 
amount should be appropriat-
ed,” Standing Bear wrote. 

Edwards motioned for a veto 
override, but her motion died 
for lack of a second. 

VetOes 
–from Page 2
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National Indian Taco 
Championship brings 
crowds to Pawhuska
Osage News

The winner of the 2019 
National Indian Taco Cham-
pionship is Ramona “Monie” 
Horsechief of Pawnee, Okla. 
This is her sixth time to win 
the championships. 

Second place went to Strike 
Axe Indian Tacos, which 
is made up of Osage cooks 
from the Strike Axe family of 
Pawhuska. Third place went to 
Francis Soxie. This year’s Peo-
ple’s Choice Award Winners 
were Strike Axe Indian Tacos, 
which has won the award nu-
merous times. 

There were nine contestants 
in total from the different Na-

tive American tribal cultures 
in Oklahoma. 

Winners of the 2019 
NITC Powwow:
Senior Women’s Cloth

1) Alissa Hamilton
2) MyKayla Williams
3) Aliyah Wahwassuck

Senior Men’s Straight
1) Anthony Kemble
2) Joseph Pratt
3) William Tsosie

Senior Men’s Fancy
1) Ryland Moore
2) Wyatt Patty
3) Sly Isaac

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Ramona Horsechief won the 2019 National Indian Taco Championships on Oct. 5 in downtown Pawhuska.

Strike Axe Indian Tacos won Second Place and the People’s Choice Award at the 2019 Nation-
al Indian Taco Championships on Oct. 5 in downtown Pawhuska.

Frances Soxie won third place at the 2019 National Indian Taco Championships on Oct. 5 in 
downtown Pawhuska.

An Indian Taco from Ramona Horsechief’s stand at the 2019 National Indian Taco Champion-
ships on Oct. 5 in downtown Pawhuska.

Two young boys watch their mother get fed by their grandmother at the 2019 National Indi-
an Taco Championships on Oct. 5 in downtown Pawhuska.

Deda Lookout Oliver cooks frybread at her stand at the 2019 
National Indian Taco Championships on Oct. 5 in downtown 
Pawhuska.

A young woman works with frybread dough at the 2019 National Indian Taco Champion-
ships on Oct. 5 in downtown Pawhuska.

Osage women help at the Strikeaxe Indian Tacos stand at the 2019 National Indian Taco 
Championships on Oct. 5 in downtown Pawhuska.

Straight dancers contest at the 2019 National Indian Taco 
Championships on Oct. 5 in downtown Pawhuska.

Fancy dancers contest at the 2019 National Indian Taco 
Championships on Oct. 5 in downtown Pawhuska.
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Osage Nation
Prevention Powwow
All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT: ON Prevention Powwow Head 
Lady Dancer ON Congresswoman Angela Pratt, dances on 
her special on Oct. 26 at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Erin Casoose braids her mother’s hair at the ON Prevention 
Powwow on Oct. 26 at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Dancers at the ON Prevention Powwow on Oct. 26 at the 
Osage County Fairgrounds.

Dancers at the ON Prevention Powwow on Oct. 26 at the 
Osage County Fairgrounds.

Dancers at the ON Prevention Powwow on Oct. 26 at the 
Osage County Fairgrounds.

ON Prevention Powwow Head Lady Dancer ON Congress-
woman Angela Pratt places a Pendleton blanket on Head 
Man Dancer ON Chief of Police Nick Williams on Oct. 26 at 
the Osage County Fairgrounds.

ON Prevention Powwow Head Lady Dancer ON Con-
gresswoman Angela Pratt and Head Man Dancer ON 
Chief of Police Nick Williams on Oct. 26 at the Osage  
County Fairgrounds.

Osage community participates in Breast Cancer Awareness Month activities
Osage News

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center employees and the 
Public Health Nurse hosted events for the commu-
nity in honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
on Oct. 11 and Oct. 17. 

Oct. 11 employees and community members en-
joyed a 5k Breast Cancer Walk and children from 
Daposka Ahnkodapi joined in on the fun. Then on 
Oct. 17, the WHC hosted its first TaTa’s and Tea 
Party. Catered by Ah-Tha-Tse Catering, guests 
enjoyed hors d’oeuvres and tea while taking ad-
vantage of same-day mammograms and check-ups 
offered by the WHC.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News Osage Nation employee Anthony Gray walks in 
a tutu to bring awareness to men’s breast cancer 
during the walk in Pawhuska on Oct. 11. 

Attendees line up for snacks during the TaTa’s and Tutu’s Tea Party 
event in Pawhuska on Oct. 17.

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center employees pose for a photo during the 
TaTa’s & Tea party on Oct. 17.

Attendees visit during the TaTa’s and Tea event at the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center in Pawhuska on Oct. 17.

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center employees walk in support of 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month on Oct. 17 in Pawhuska.

All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Construction work continues on the new and larger Grayhorse Village community building on Oct. 23. The multi-use building is scheduled for completion before the district’s 2020 Inlon-
shka dances. 
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Tribal communities
celebrated throughout state 
on Native American Day
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. — Dozens flocked to 
the Guthrie Green to celebrate Tulsa’s 
third annual Native American Day on 
Oct. 14.

Along with dance and drum exhi-
bitions, attendees were treated to a 
parade through downtown Tulsa, a 
performance from the Cherokee Na-
tional Youth Choir and a screening 
of “Osiyo: Voices of the Cherokee Peo-
ple.” Participants also had the option 
to help make a community mural with 
local Indigenous artist Yatika Fields. 

At the request of the Greater Tul-
sa Indian Affairs Commission, Tulsa 
made the switch in 2017 from Colum-
bus Day to Native American Day with 
unanimous support from its city coun-
cil. The Muscogee (Creek) Nation, 
Cherokee Nation, Osage Nation and 
the United Keetoowah Band of Chero-
kee Indians all lay claim to part of the 
Tulsa city limits.  

Calling it an obvious move that 
should have happened years ago, 
Tulsa Mayor GT Bynum called the 
celebration an acknowledgement of 
the city’s history and position within  
Indian Country.  

“There are few cities with such a 
great opportunity like Tulsa,” he said. 
“We’re at the intersection of three great 
tribes: the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, 
the Cherokee Nation and the Osage 
Nation. As they grow, Tulsa grows. 
We’re one and the same.” 

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear echoed Mayor Bynum’s com-
ments, emphasizing the economic part-
nerships that have developed over the 
years between the city and area tribes. 

“We’ve invested more than $200 
million of our own dollars into Tul-
sa,” Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear said. “Many of our employees are 
not Native. We’re contributing to the 
community through jobs.” 

Indigenous People’s Day celebra-
tions were also observed in Oklahoma 
City. Mayor David Holt, a citizen of the 
Osage Nation, read a formal proclama-
tion at Oklahoma City University’s 
Chickasaw Sculpture Garden to kick 
off the day. OCU also hosted a drum-
ming and dancing exhibition, lunch, a 
social stickball game and a panel on 
the LGBTQ and two-spirit experience. 

Oklahoma City began observing In-
digenous People’s Day in 2018 after 
Holt signed a proclamation to enact 
the change. The Oklahoma City City 
Council previously rejected two re-
quests on the matter, with objectors 
claiming that the issue is one that 
needs to be decided at the federal level 
rather than the local level. 

Other Oklahoma communities ob-
serving Indigenous People’s Day in-
clude Anadarko, Lawton, Muskogee, 
Norman, Okmulgee and Tahlequah. In 
April, Gov. Kevin Stitt signed Senate 
Bill 111, formally moving Oklahoma’s 
Native American Day from the third 
Monday in November to the second 
Monday in October. 

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear speaks during the Tulsa Native American Day cele-
bration on Oct. 14 in Tulsa.

Princesses from different Oklahoma tribal nations attended the Native American Day festiv-
ities in Tulsa on Oct. 14.

Osage Nation Princess Leigha Easley waves during the Native American Day Parade in Tulsa 
on Oct. 14.

Leading the way at the Tulsa Native America Day parade were Native American veterans car-
rying the United States and tribal nation flags on Oct. 14 in Tulsa.

Osage/Creek artist Yatika Fields helps a young girl during the “Art on the Green” activity in 
Tulsa on Oct. 14.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear (center) was honored for speaking at the Tulsa Native 
American Day on Oct. 14.



Osage News • osagenews.org November 2019 13

Legislators question funding
for Daposka Ahnkodapi
fourth grade teacher
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

At least for now, the Osage Nation 
Immersion School remains on track to 
add another grade during the 2020-
2021 school year. 

On Sept. 30, the Tzi-Zho Session’s 
final day, the Appropriations Commit-
tee narrowly rejected a budget amend-
ment that would have cut $13,000 from 
Daposka Ahnkondapi’s budget as part 
of an effort to offset a budget shortfall. 

Those funds were earmarked for the 
first two months’ salary of an as yet 
unnamed fourth grade teacher for the 
2020-2021 school year. 

“This will not inhibit the school from 
doing what’s laid out in program re-
port,” Congresswoman Maria White-
horn said. 

“All that it does is take out $13,000 
from an unfilled position that will not 
be filled until August and September 
2020. We all know sitting here at this 
table that it is key to what some of the 
issues are here in this budgetary ses-
sion and having revenue to cover all 
the needs of our people.” 

With the committee deadlocked 3-3, 
the amendment failed. Along with 
Whitehorn, Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards and Congressman Eli Potts 
voted in support of the amendment. 

Legislators RJ Walker, Scott Big-
Horse and Paula Stabler voted against 
the proposed cut. 

Previous announcements have 
called for the school to add a grade each 
year, but until recently, did not incor-
porate standardized testing or other 
academic benchmarks to document 
the students’ progress, thus prompting  
additional hesitation. 

School leadership announced in 
early September that the school has 
started incorporating progress reports, 
report cards and standardized testing, 
prompting concerns from at least one 
member of Congress about the poten-
tial reduction in funds.   

“If we cut this money out of here, 
there are children who’ll need help to 
pass this third grade reading test,” 
Congressman Bighorse said. “If we get 
in there and cut their funding, they 
won’t be able to complete that part of 
the education process.”

Osages Around the World!

Osage citizens Theresa Fitler and Christy Byers read their Osage News while on vacation 
in the Greek Islands. In this photo, they are reading their newspaper in Rhodes, Greece 
off the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.

Osage Congress approves 
$700K toward new Wakon 
Iron building costs
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During the 2019 Tzi-Zho Session, the 
Sixth Osage Nation Congress approved 
$700,000 toward costs to build a new 
Wakon Iron Community Building in 
the Pawhuska Village.

On Sept. 25, the 12-member Con-
gress unanimously passed bill ONCA 
19-90 (sponsored by Congresswoman 
Paula Stabler), which appropriates 
$700,000 to the Nation’s capital asset 
fund for constructing a new multi-pur-

pose building. The money will come 
from the Nation’s retained revenue 
fund, according to the bill.

This is the second appropriation ap-
proved this year toward costs to plan 
and build a new Wakon Iron Communi-
ty Building to replace the current aging 
one. During the June special session, 
the Congress approved a $250,000 
appropriation bill (ONCA 19-39) for 
architectural and engineering costs to-
ward the new building.

Three Pawhuska Village
Committee members re-elected, 
two new members elected
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Pawhuska village residents re-elect-
ed three fellow Osages to the Village 
Committee and two members will serve 
their first two-year terms after winning 
the 2019 election held Oct. 21.

Marjorie Williams and Fawn 
Cheshewalla both won second terms 
on the Village Committee and also 
winning that night were Cherokee 
Cheshewalla, Theresa Tinker Schutz 
and Myron Red Eagle. 

The Osage Nation Election Board 
assisted with the Pawhuska Village 
election as it has in recent years and 
counted the votes for the posted results 
that night. Outgoing Village Commit-
tee members are Patrick Luey and 
Kathryn Redcorn.

The one-night village election pro-
cess started at 6 p.m. with the Elec-
tion Board calling for nominees as the 
village residents gathered inside the 
Wakon Iron Community Building. The 
residents voiced their nominations, 
which were seconded by another resi-
dent present. 

A total of eight residents were nomi-
nated that night including Sarah Ram-
sey, Williams, Redcorn, Cherokee and 
Fawn Cheshewalla, Schutz, Red Eagle 
and Dean Carter. Afterward, the res-
idents verified their village address 
with the Election Board members who 
checked the names with a list of resi-
dents provided by the Village Commit-
tee, said Assistant Election Supervisor 
Courtney Piearcy.

Residents voted for up to five names 
on their paper ballots, which were then 
turned into a locked metal box provid-
ed by the Election Board and moni-
tored by an attending ON police officer 
that night. Afterward, Election Board 
members Shannon Lockett, Terry Ha-
zen and alternate board member Anita 
Fields counted the votes once Piearcy 
opened the metal box to retrieve the 
ballots at 7 p.m.

Williams won the most votes with 
22; Schutz won the second highest 
vote counts with 16; and Red Eagle 
and Cherokee Cheshewalla both won  
15 votes. 

For the fifth spot on the Village Com-
mittee, there was a tie between nom-
inees Fawn Cheshewalla and Carter, 
Piearcy told the residents, which re-
sulted in a second run-off election be-
tween those two candidates only. In the 
initial election, both nominees received 
13 votes. 

Afterward, the sitting Village Com-
mittee members and the Election 
Board visited and agreed to have the 
run-off election for the two tied nomi-
nees after approximately 10 minutes 
to allow residents to call neighbors and 
family members back to the building 
who may have left early to vote again. 

The run-off election resulted with 
Fawn Cheshewalla winning with 
12 votes and Carter received nine. 

The results were posted at 8:10 p.m.  
that night.

Winning her first village election, 
Schutz joined the Village Committee 
(also called Five-Man Board) in 2018 
to fill a vacancy after Paula Stabler 
resigned following her election win 
to the Sixth ON Congress. Cherokee 
Cheshewalla served on the committee 
after wining the 2015 village election, 
but later resigned due to family rea-
sons at the time.   

Red Eagle is serving his first term on 
the Village Committee and also serves 
on the Osage Minerals Council. 

On Oct. 24, the newly elected Vil-
lage Committee met to elect officers 
with the committee voting Williams as 
chairwoman; Fawn Cheshewalla is vice 
chair; Cherokee Cheshewalla is trea-
surer; Schutz is secretary and Red Ea-
gle will serve as an at-large member.

“I think the women (serving on the 
committee in recent years) have done 
a tremendous job and I want to help 
them continue” plans and future proj-
ects, Red Eagle said.

“I’m humbled I got nominated and 
voted for the committee, I’m here to 
serve the village the best way I can,” 
Schutz said.

“Honestly, I was pleasantly sur-
prised about winning. You never know 
in the elections so I didn’t know what 
to expect,” said Cherokee Cheshewal-
la. “I am just wanting to see what the 
board and residents are wanting to 
focus on before just jumping into any-
thing. However, I would like to see 
that the residents are able to get mail 
delivered in the village if they want. I 
know that has been in the works for 
several years... Other than that I am 
just wanting to continue the efforts of 
the previous board and work together 
as a team to make the village the best 

See wakOn IrOn
—Continued  on Page 15

See VIllage
—Continued  on Page 17

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The Osage Nation Election Office posted 
the results of the 2019 Pawhuska Village 
Committee election on Oct. 21 following an 
initial election and a run-off election for the 
fifth spot on the Village Committee due to a 
tie between two candidates.
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Native Pride!
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News Culture Columnist

In the past two months, my hus-
band and I drove something like 
5,000 miles across the continent from 
our house along the lower Columbia 
River to the Midwest, where my hus-
band’s Norwegian family were early 
(say, the first) settlers in a township 
about 120 miles from Minneapolis. 

We rolled across the West re-
acting to the historic and national 
monuments at places like Devil’s 
Tower, first called Mato Tipila or  
Bear’s Lodge.

In some places, historians and cu-
rators are trying to balance the ab-
sence of Natives with a more truthful 
representation. In the museums 
across the country, I saw exhibits 
featuring full-size Indian figures, of-
ten women, sitting in the dirt beside 
a lodge staring down. 

We drove for hours between fields 
of sunflowers with their bent heads, 
passed through towns celebrating pi-
oneer history and through Sauk Cen-
tre, which was the model for Sinclair 
Lewis’ satirical novel Main Street.  

The farming communities and 
homesteads nestled between lush 
hillsides dotted by one Luther-
an church after another, created a 
wholesome America, where lives, 
at least from the outside, looked or-
dinary and regimented. But when 
we spoke to people, I heard about a 
family struggling to hold onto a farm 
that was too large for them. They’d 
had it for fifteen years, but they 
couldn’t keep up with the work. The 
animals, sheep, chickens, a pony, an 
orchard, were too much since all but 
one of their children had grown and  
left home. 

After miles and miles of Middle 
America, we were driving near the 
Lake Traverse Indian Reservation, 
home of the Sisseton Wahpeton 
Oyate, when a DJ speaking Dakota 
introducing his sets woke us up. 

The Native American Journalists 
Association Conference was held on 
Native ground at the Mystic Lake 
Conference Center, owned by the 
Shakopee Mdwewakanton Sioux 
Community, located south of Minne-
apolis-St. Paul. It felt like home to be 
among Native writers. 

In what Northwesterners consider 
punishing humidity, we made a pil-
grimage to Birchbark Books in Min-
neapolis. An independent bookstore 
owned by the beloved author Louise 
Erdrich, an enrolled member of the 
Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa 
Indians, the store is not to be missed. 

To stand in a good-sized bookstore 
devoted to books by Native authors, 
surrounded by recent releases, as 
well as classics for both adults and 
children is unusual. The store’s web-
site welcomes “indigirati — literate 
Indigenous people.” There’s a wooden 
canoe made by Charlie Gibson hang-
ing from the ceiling, and the floor was 
refinished after workers removed 
multiple layers of linoleum and ply-
wood and tarpaper to get to the orig-
inal floor of what had been a meat 

market. According to the website, a 
“personal confessional,” rescued from 
a bar, is being refurbished by Louise 
Erdrich into a forgiveness booth. 

After visiting the bookstore, we 
went to Pow Wow Grounds, a coffee 
shop in the center of the Franklin Av-
enue American Indian Cultural Cor-
ridor, an area that was the center of a 
large Native community in the 1960s 
and is designated for development. 
People filled the Franklin Library 
the day we went. 

Justin Huenemann, one of the 
organizers of the corridor, told Min-
nesota Public Radio, he wants the 
cultural corridor designation “to cre-
ate something like little Italy, Chi-
natown. This would be the first we 
know of—the first urban Indian des-
tination corridor in the country.” 

The Native American Community 
Development Institute describes the 
project as an opportunity “to rebrand 
the traditional heart of the city’s Na-
tive American community as a place 
where both Indians and tourists can 
enjoy Native American food, art, and 
culture on Franklin Avenue and in 
the Phillips Neighborhood.” 

It’s uncanny to see a marketing 
effort commemorating a Native com-
munity. Banners are usually Cham-
ber of Commerce inspired efforts to 
increase business with images tied 
to an upcoming holiday, not indige-
nous people with a complex history. 
There’s energy and pride in the area, 
and for a community that is so often 
invisible, it’s refreshing. There are 
murals with historic (1960s, 1970s) 
imagery as well as the area’s newer 
immigrants/residents.

I now have a T-shirt from Pow 
Wow Grounds that strangers think 
celebrates pow wows—which it does, 
it does, but also, ma^ka sa.   

Back home, we found that the 
Osage Nation has recently installed 
imposing markers that teach trav-
elers and residents about the Osage 
Nation at various points around the 
county. The scale of the monuments 
is impressive; our orthography on gi-
ant orange bison make our distinct 
heritage clear. At Red Eagle Park 
there are larger than life silhouettes 
of Osage warriors. The Osage Nation 
Visitor Center is offering travelers 
a warm welcome. We are speaking  
for ourselves. 

Ruby Hansen Murray

 Through the
WahZhaZhe Looking Glass

All photos courtesy of the Osage Nation Museum Facebook page

LOOKING GLASS PHOTOS AT RIGHT, FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: L-R: Angela A. Gorman An-
dretta (Allottee #934) and Christine Martin Baconrind Roberson (Allottee #424).

Allottee #29 Herman McCarthy was full blood Osage and was born on January 1, 1881 and 
died on November 10, 1939. In this photograph from left to right is Wah-to-sah (Martha Neal 
McCarthy DeRoin, Allottee #417), Herman McCarthy (Allottee #29), Unknown. 

Allottee #26, Wah-she-ke-pah (Willie Russell), was a full-blood Osage born on January 1, 
1896 and died on November 2, 1951.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Construction progress continues on the second hotel tower at the Tulsa Osage Casino 
on Oct. 23, which is scheduled for completion in August 2020.

Casino Construction
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Grayhorse broadband 
project moves forward
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

TULSA, Okla. — When it 
comes to facilitating broad-
band access, Osage Nation is 
helping Osage LLC get its feet 
back on the ground.  

At the Oct. 16 board of di-
rectors meeting for Osage 
LLC, Quality Assurance Offi-
cer Molly Franks advised the 
board that her office is working 
with the nation to expedite the 
work on federally grant-fund-
ed broadband projects for the 
Grayhorse and Bowring com-
munities by purchasing the 
land for broadband towers. 
The tribe is also handling the 
mandatory cultural and envi-
ronmental assessments for the 
fiber optic lines’ paths. 

Upon completion, Osage LLC 
will own the broadband towers 
and will lease the land from the 
nation. The fiber optic cable 
route is currently being final-
ized for the Grayhorse project, 
while the land purchase nego-
tiations are underway for the  
Bowring community. 

“Without the team at Osage 
Nation, we wouldn’t be going 
anywhere,” Franks said.

However, the land purchase, 
the mandatory cultural and 
environmental assessments, 

the ownership of the towers 
and land leases are all depen-
dent on an existing MOU that 
has yet to be amended, accord-
ing to Dante B-G. Halleck, 
Managed Assets Director for 
the Osage Nation. 

Meanwhile, Moss Adams’ 
audit of the company’s fiscal 
year 2018 financials is still 
ongoing as the auditing firm 
has requested additional docu-
ments. However, the time peri-
od under review is mostly prior 
to when the current board was 
seated and records from that 
period are still spotty. 

“They are working on their 
own timeline and have made 
that clear,” board member 
Frank Freeman said.  

“This is still from when 
there were records missing. 
We just don’t have access to 
some of the documentation, so 
it’s been difficult.”

Although the audit is still 
outstanding, the board’s chair-
woman praised the LLC staff 
for its efforts to keep the com-
pany moving forward and 
seeking out additional work.  

“Keep doing what you’re do-
ing,” Chairwoman Kay Bills 
said. “I have to commend the 
fact that we have our little 
piggy bank and haven’t had to 
crack it. We’re paying the rent 
and we’re paying the vendors.”

Huskie sophomore selected for 
U.S. national football team
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News  

Lesharo Wildcat is hitting the road to do 
some hitting.  

A sophomore lineman at Pawhuska High 
School, Wildcat has been invited to be part of 
the U.S. Under-16 national football team in the 
International Bowl. The team will play Mex-
ico in AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas, on  
Jan. 15, 2020. 

Wildcat joins Muskogee defensive lineman 
Evan Keefe as the only two Oklahomans on the 
Under-16 roster. 

“I’m pretty excited to go get to play football 
and go hit,” he said. “It’s just fun.” 

In order to qualify for the team, Wildcat had 
to participate in two rounds of tryouts earlier 
this year, as well as provide documentation of 
his commitment to academics. Among the first 
rounds of cuts in the tryout process were stu-
dent-athletes whose grade point averages were 
outside the top 15 percent of the player pool. 

“I’m just really proud of him,” his mother, 
Mary Wildcat, said. “He’s worked so hard year-

round, not just with his teammates, but on his 
own as well.

“He’s worked hard in school to make good 
grades, as he realizes that’s a big part of it as 
well. We’re just really proud of him for that.”

Through eight games, Wildcat averages sev-
en tackles per game for the undefeated Huskies 
this season. During the annual Battle of the 
Osage on Oct. 17, he had 11 tackles, includ-
ing five solo hits as part of Pawhuska’s 46-12  
road win. 

He has already started attracting interest 
from college coaches, with his first recruiting 
letter coming at the end of his freshman season. 

As the recruiting letters start trickling 
in, he encourages younger football players 
to be persistent so that they can have the  
same opportunities. 

“Just have to go hard every day in practice 
and keep working at it,” he said. “Have to try to 
be the best you can be.” 

Courtesy Photo/Mary Wildcat 

AT RIGHT: Lesharo Wildcat with his parents, Mary and 
Darrell “Beaushee” Wildcat.

Osage Tax Advisory Board 
members take their oaths
Osage News

Three Osage women are 
now serving on the Osage 
Nation’s recently established 
Tax Advisory Board.

Beverly Brownfield, Te-
resa Rutherford and Rhon-
da Wallace each received 
unanimous Congressional 
confirmation votes to serve 
three-year terms on the ad-
visory board during the 2019 
Tzi-Zho Session. In early 
October, all three took their 
oaths of office at the ON trib-
al courthouse in Pawhuska.

All three women previous-
ly served on the defunct-Tax 
Commission and will now 
serve duties to study and 
advise the Executive Branch 
and the Congress on tax pol-
icies, regulations, trends and 
best practices, per Osage law 
establishing the new advi-
sory board. Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear ap-
pointed all three to the board 
for confirmation consider-
ation before the 12-member 
Congress.

Brownfield is a retired 
Conoco oil company employ-
ee and Rutherford worked 
as a computer programmer 

and analyst in the banking 
and oil industries. Wallace is 
a retired U.S. Postmaster at 
the Hominy Post Office. 

According to Osage law 
(ONCA 19-06 sponsored 
by Congressional Speak-
er Joe Tillman) passed by 
Congress during the 2019 
Hun-Kah Session, the tax ad-
visory board is charged with 
duties including: reviewing 
tax laws, policies and regu-
lations, performing research, 
attending conferences on 

tribal taxation and provid-
ing reports and recommen-
dations for changes in policy 
and regulation to the Prin-
cipal Chief and the Director 
of the Tax Commission, and 
amendments to the Nation’s 
tax code to the ON Congress. 

The board shall also per-
form additional research 
as requested by the ex-
ecutive and legislative 
branches and the board will 
have no administrative or  
supervisory functions.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News 

Back row, from left: Judge Marvin Stepson (left), Congressional Speak-
er Joe Tillman, Judge Stuart Tate and Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear. 
Front row, from left: Rhonda Wallace, Teresa Bates Rutherford and 
Beverly Brownfield on Oct. 16 at the Osage Nation courthouse.

Osage Casinos CEO named OSU’s 
2019 Distinguished Alumnus 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

STILLWATER, Okla. — 
Come November, Osage Ca-
sinos’ Chief Executive Officer 
will be honored by his alma 
mater.

Oklahoma State Universi-
ty’s American Indian Alumni 
Society has named Byron Big-
horse its 2019 Distinguished 
Alumnus. 

A 2014 OSU graduate with 
a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration, Bighorse 
has been with Osage Casinos 
since 2006, starting as the 
event center manager for the 
Tulsa property. Prior to his ap-
pointment as CEO in Decem-
ber 2014, he served stints as 
general manager at two Osage 
properties and event center 
manager at Osage Casino-Tul-
sa. His gaming career dates 
back to 1993 when he started 
with Cherokee Casinos. 

Under his leadership, 
Osage Casinos has invest-
ed almost $200 million just 
to expand its flagship Tulsa 
casino. During his general 
manager days, Bighorse also 

oversaw the 2011 renovation 
efforts at Osage Casino-Sand 
Springs and the launch of 
Osage Casino-Skiatook’s hotel  
and convenience store. 

OSU American Indian 
Alumni Society President 
Shauna Williams, a citizen of 
the Choctaw Nation, cited that 
continued growth in the orga-
nization’s led their decision to 

name Bighorse this year’s Dis-
tinguished Alumnus. 

“It is such an exciting time 
for Indian Country and Okla-
homa with the economic im-
pact stemming from tribal 
gaming,” she said. “Byron is 
one of the trailblazers leading 
this effort, not only for Osage 
Nation but for all the tribes.”

OSU’s American Indian 
Alumni Society annually seeks 
nominations of outstanding In-
digenous graduates who have 
shown repeated professional 
success, and a commitment 
to improving the community 
around them. Previous honor-
ees include long-time educator 
Lillian Williams, Modoc Prin-
cipal Chief Bill Follis, former 
Assistant Secretary of the In-
terior for Indian Affairs Neal 
McCaleb and Osage/Otoe-Mis-
souria attorney Wilson Pipes-
tem. 

Bighorse will be honored 
with an open reception at the 
OSU Alumni Center on Nov. 
16 three hours before the 
Cowboy football game against 
the University of Kansas. 
Should the game kick off at 11 
a.m., the reception will start  
at 9 a.m. 

Courtesy Photo/Osage Casinos

Byron Bighorse is OSU’s 2019 Dis-
tinguished Alumnus.

A former Pawhuska Vil-
lage Committee Chairwom-
an, Stabler said the bill is an 
effort to fund a long-awaited 
project and possibly by July 
2020, the current Village 
Committee will be ready to 
break ground on construc-
tion. “They’ve been working 
hard on (planning) what 
they want in the build-
ing and the agreement has 
been signed for the archi-
tects, so if we don’t (pass 
the bill), that puts it off for  
another year.”

“At the rate that they’re 
moving now (with planning), 
they’re going to be ready to 
start putting out RFQs by 
late winter or early spring 
for contractors and at that 
point that means they could 
potentially be ready to break 
ground on July 1 as soon as 
the Pawhuska (Inlonshka) 
dances are over to complete 
construction by the next 
year. If they don’t, then they 
have another year before 
they break ground because 
of the time it takes to build,” 
Stabler said.

The passage of ONCA 19-
90 came following debate 
and consideration of other 
appropriation bills during 

the 24-day Tzi-Zho Session 
as the Congress considered 
and approved the 2020 fiscal 
year budgets for the Nation’s 
three branches and govern-
ment entities.

Like the other two respec-
tive Osage villages’ commu-
nity buildings, the Pawhuska 
village’s Wakon Iron build-
ing is the venue for cultural 
and celebratory events in-
cluding handgames, dinners, 
holiday, birthday parties, 
weddings, dances, funerals 
and residential meetings  
year-round.

Pawhuska is the last of 
the three villages to receive 
a newly built community 
building after the Grayhorse 
Village broke ground in May 
on its new building sched-
uled to be built by the 2020 
Inlonshka dances.

For more information re-
garding ON Congressional 
regular or special sessions, 
filed legislation and Con-
gressional committee meet-
ings, visit the Legislative 
Branch website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-
we-are/legislative-branch.

wakOn IrOn
–from Page 13
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/ap-
plication-form. Applicants 
are welcome to attach a re-
sume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that 
all applicants tentatively se-
lected for employment with 
the Osage Nation will be 
required to submit to a uri-
nalysis to screen for illegal 
drug use. Employment will 
be contingent upon drug test 
results. OSAGE / VETERAN 
/ INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verifica-
tion of preference must be 
included with application. 
For questions please contact 
Taryn Crawford, Osage Na-
tion Employee Recruitment 
Specialist at (918) 287-5445 
or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

Business Systems Analyst / 
Business Relationship Man-
ager – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. The Business Systems 
Analyst’s role is to plan, de-
sign, develop, and launch effi-
cient business, financial, and 
operations systems in support 
of core organizational functions 
and business processes. This 
includes gathering and ana-
lyzing data in support of busi-
ness cases, proposed projects, 
and systems requirements. The 
Business Systems Analyst is 
also responsible for generating 
and compiling reports based 
on the findings, complete with 
probable causes and possible 
solutions to systems issues. 
They have an understanding of 
Project Management Methodolo-
gy and able to manage, estimate 
and apply testing for complex 
projects; provides day-to-day 
support, change control, and se-
verity notification for database 
systems.  This individual will 
apply proven communication, 
analytical, and problem-solv-
ing skills to help maximize the 
benefit of Information Services 
(IS) system investments.   The 
Business Relationship Manage-
ment function has the mandate 
to establish a relationship be-
tween IS and the business, and 
to increase the value realized 
from IS assets, investments, 
and capabilities. The Business 
Relationship Manager (BRM) is 
responsible for understanding 
the business, assisting in the 
prioritization of projects, ensur-
ing that projects align with the 
technology that provides maxi-
mum return on investment, and 
directing IS strategy in support 
of the overall business strategy. 
The BRM has overall responsi-
bility for managing scope, cost, 
schedule, internal staffing and 
outside vendors, and contrac-
tual deliverables. As such, the 
BRM needs to have significant 
knowledge in subject matters 
pertaining to both IS and the 
business, and must have a thor-
ough understanding of the busi-
ness to identify its needs and 
envisage business solutions.

Service Desk Technician – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The role of the Service Desk 
Technician is to ensure proper 
computer operation so that end 
users can accomplish business 
tasks. This includes actively re-
solving escalated end user help 
requests within established 
SLAs. Problem resolution may 
involve the use of diagnostic and 
help request tracking tools, as 
well as require that the individu-
al give in-person, hands-on help 
at the desktop level during field 
visits or dispatches. Support the 
stable operation of the in-house 
computer network and manag-
ing all on site installation, re-
pair, maintenance, and test 
tasks. Diagnosing errors or tech-
nical problems and determining 
proper solutions. This includes 
planning, designing, installing, 
configuring, maintaining, and 
optimizing all network commu-
nication links while ensuring 
minimal network downtime.

Teacher Assistant Head 
Start – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. Performs para-profession-
al educational work in planning, 
preparing, and implementing a 
Head Start Program for young 
children and their families. 
Assists the lead teacher in a 
cooperative and professional 
manner. Drives school bus or as-
sists as bus monitor as needed.

Head Start Cook – Fairfax, 
regular full time. The Manager/
Cook will plan a cycle menu for 

breakfast, lunches and snacks. 
Responsible for preparing nu-
tritional meals for Head Start 
children, staff and parents in 
accordance with USDA regu-
lations and Head Start Perfor-
mance Standards.

Assistant Procurement Of-
ficer – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. The Assistant Procure-
ment Officer is responsible for 
assisting the Procurement Of-
ficer regarding Nation-wide 
purchasing activities and focus 
more on the more difficult pur-
chasing activities including the 
contract process for the Osage 
Nation.

Shelter Advocate – Pawhuska, 
regular part-time. The Shelter 
Advocate is responsible provid-
ing advocacy, information, re-
ferrals and related services to 
victims of domestic violence, 
stalking, sexual assault, and 
human sex trafficking.

Midlevel Medical Practi-
tioner – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. The Midlevel Medical 
Practitioner provides direct and 
comprehensive primary, pre-
ventive and therapeutic medical 
and nursing care while taking 
into consideration socio-econom-
ic, epidemiological and cultural 
influences

Family Coordinator – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Family Coordinator will 
promote coordination and inte-
gration of family-centered care 
to ensure participation and in-
volvement of the entire family. 
He/she will provide and main-
tain quality helping services to 
clients, and will assist clients in 
their attempt to reach individu-
al treatment goals. 

Licensed Behavioral Health 
Professional (LBHP) – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Licensed Behavioral Health 
Professional (LBHP) will pro-
vide counseling services to the 
clients of Osage Nation Coun-
seling Center and Primary 
Residential Treatment while 
following applicable policies and 
state guidelines. The LBHP will 
be responsible for assessments, 
individual and group counsel-
ing, treatment planning, and 
other issues related to client 
care.

Office and Documents Spe-
cialist – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. The Office and Docu-
ments Specialist is responsible 
for processing all mailed doc-
uments received by the Osage 
Nation Historic Preservation 
Office (ONHPO). This includes 
logging the mail into the office 
database and distributing the 
mail. The Specialists is respon-
sible for the electronic and wall 
calendar. On occasion the Spe-
cialist is responsible for greet-
ing clients and visitors to the 
ONHPO office, giving clients 
directions to various parts of 
the office, contacting employees 
regarding visitors, answering 
phones, and taking messages. 
In addition, the Specialist pro-
vides support in the ONHPO’s 
research library. Multitasking 
is a must and is required in 
ordering, classifying, sorting, 
labeling, binding, printing, pre-
serving, and entering materials 
into the library database. The 
Specialist also creates detailed 
abstracts and keywords for fu-
ture research. To be successful 
in this role, the Specialist needs 
excellent writing and verbal 
communication skills, as well as 
competency in Microsoft Office 
applications such as Word and 
Excel. Knowledge of the data-
base software FileMaker Pro is 
preferred, as well as willingness 
to learn records management 
best practice.  Prior experience 
as an Office and Documents 
Specialist is helpful.

Grants Management Spe-
cialist – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. The Office of Strategic 
Planning & Grants Manage-
ment (SPGM) is responsible for 
the development and compli-
ance of each grant awarded to 
the Osage Nation. The Grants 
Management Specialist is re-
sponsible for researching grant 
opportunities and matching 
them with existing Osage Nation 
departments, programs, and 
projects; working with Osage 
Nation Department Directors 
and the Office of the Chief’s to 
develop proposal concepts; pro-
viding support to Department 
Directors in writing, develop-
ing budgets, and all aspects of 
a complete grant proposal pack-
age; working with a proposal 

review committee; and ensuring 
that all grant proposals are sub-
mitted in a timely fashion.

Assistant Archaeologist to the 
Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. The Assistant Archae-
ologist to the Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer (THPO) is 
responsible for aiding the THPO 
in managing, protecting, and 
preserving the Osage Nation’s 
cultural resources and relat-
ed interests which is a critical 
function for reestablishing and 
retaining Osage sovereignty 
within our ancestral territory, 
which includes 618 counties in 
15 states.

Certified Teacher – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. The 
Teacher will be responsible for 
teaching Osage language cours-
es at area public schools.  This 
position will serve as the ini-
tial contact between the public 
schools and the Osage Nation 
government offices.

Primary Care Physician – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Primary Care Physician 
provides comprehensive health 
care on a daily basis and is ex-
pected to provide quality med-
ical care to all patients. The 
incumbent works independently 
and on his/her own initiative as 
a medical provider and supports 
the mission of the facility.

Laboratory Aid-Phlebotomy 
– Pawhuska, regular full time. 
The Medical laboratory Aid is 
to provide non-technical and 
minimal technical support and 
assistance to the professional 
laboratory staff. This position 
performs phlebotomy (the prac-
tice of entering a vein/artery to 
draw blood) services on inpa-
tients and outpatients, as re-
quested by licensed independent 
providers.

Patient Registration – 
Pawhuska, regular full time. 
This position provides Patient 
reception and administrative 
support to the business office 
and all other areas in the clinic.

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship – Hom-
iny, temporary full time. The 
Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship Program is 
designed to provide Osage stu-
dents with work experience in 
their chosen field of study. The 
program is designed to serve 
enrolled members of the Osage 
Nation with a minimum of 61+ 
hours completed in an accredit-
ed college or university degree 
program. The intern program 
also accepts applications from 
students who are enrolled in 
their final 9 weeks of vocation-
al technology programs. Appli-
cants are required to carry a 2.5 
or higher-grade point average in 
the semester previous to appli-
cation. Please review the ONE 
Higher Scholarship Handbook 
for limitations and incentives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers

BARTLESVILLE

Bartender – Bartlesville, reg-
ular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Beverage 
Supervisor, maintain the bar 
area. Provides excellent custom-
er service in a timely manner. 
Prepare all drink orders, deliv-
ers and refills drink orders, and 
responds to quest questions and 
requests. Handle all payment 
transactions accurately.

Dishwasher – Bartlesville, reg-
ular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food and Bev-
erage Manager, washes and san-
itizes all equipment and utensils 
used in food preparation.

Food and Beverage Supervi-
sor – Bartlesville, regular full 
time. Under general supervi-
sion of the Food and Beverage 
Manager, manages day-to-day 
supervision of food and beverage 
operations which includes point 
of sale transactions, quality, 
guest satisfaction, and invento-
ry of stock.

Buffet Attendant – Bartles-
ville , regular full time. This 
position is responsible for main-
taining service in the buffet 
area. This includes fulfilling 
guest beverage orders, deliver-
ing/refilling beverages, busing 
and setting up tables and re-
sponding to guest questions and 
requests.

HOMINY

EVS Attendant – Hominy, reg-

ular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the Housekeep-
ing Supervisor, transfers clean 
and dirty linens and trash to/
from Laundry and Room At-
tendants. Assists with stocking 
other items as needed by Room 
Attendants. Ensures cleanliness 
of entire property public areas 
both inside and outside the ca-
sino. Responsible for banquet 
events set up, teardown, and 
clean up.  Responsible for mov-
ing furniture, boxes, stocking 
and re-stocking shelves, trash 
removal, and completes other 
duties as assigned.

Laundry Courier – Hominy, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for the timely delivery and pick 
up of wardrobe and Hotel linens 
to various Osage Casino prop-
erties and other destinations as 
assigned. Responsible for accu-
rate loading and unloading of 
uniforms and hotel linens into 
various systems.

Short Order Cook – Hominy , 
regular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and es-
tablished safety policies and 
procedures.

PAWHUSKA

Guest Service Representa-
tive – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. This position is responsi-
ble for providing casino visitors 
with maximum guest satisfac-
tion.

PONCA CITY

Table Games Supervisor – 
Ponca City, regular full time. 
Responsible for the overall ef-
fective and efficient supervi-
sion of all Table Games  shift 
operations as assigned by the 
reporting senior including, but 
not limited to: providing leader-
ship to assigned staff, ensuring 
effective internal and external 
communications, exercising 
appropriate judgment and de-
cision-making skills, and ensur-
ing that all departmental and 
staff activities are monitored 
and performed as efficiently and 
effectively as possible.  Ensures 
assigned staff operate in com-
pliance with applicable internal 
policies and procedures, gaming 
regulations, and external agen-
cy requirements. 

Surveillance Officer – Pon-
ca City, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for pro-
tecting all Osage Casino assets 
and maintaining the integrity 
of gaming in the Osage Casinos 
utilizing all Surveillance equip-
ment and floor observations. 
This employee sole responsibili-
ty is to observe and report.  The 
Employee must perform all du-
ties in accordance with the in-
ternal policies, procedures, and 
controls, as well, as applicable 
laws and gaming regulations.

Cocktail Server – Ponca City, 
regular part time. This position 
is responsible for taking orders 
and serving alcoholic and/or 
non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for providing friendly 
and professional service to every 
guest encountered.

Dishwasher – Ponca City, reg-
ular part time. Under general 
supervision of the Food and Bev-
erage Manager, washes and san-
itizes all equipment and utensils 
used in food preparation.

Guest Service Representa-
tive – Ponca City, regular full 
time. This position is responsi-
ble for providing casino visitors 
with maximum guest satisfac-
tion.

Bartender – Ponca City, reg-
ular part time. Under gener-
al supervision of the Beverage 
Supervisor, maintain the bar 
area. Provides excellent custom-
er service in a timely manner. 
Prepare all drink orders, deliv-
ers and refills drink orders, and 
responds to quest questions and 
requests. Handle all payment 
transactions accurately.

Restaurant Server – Ponca 
City, regular part time. This po-
sition is responsible for taking 
orders and serving food, alco-
holic and/or non-alcoholic bev-
erages. Responsible for proper 
settlement of all transactions 
at point of sale. Responsible for 
providing friendly and profes-
sional service to every guest en-
countered.

Short Order Cook – Ponca 
City, regular full time. Under 

general supervision of the Food 
& Beverage Supervisor, main-
tains an efficient food operation 
by preparing hot and cold food 
items in accordance with pro-
duction requirements, recipes 
and established safety policies 
and procedures.

SAND SPRINGS

Maintenance Technician – 
Sand Springs, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
the overall maintenance, plumb-
ing, and electrical components 
of the building and grounds. 

Food and Beverage Super-
visor – Sand Springs, regular 
full time. Under general super-
vision of the Food and Beverage 
Manager, manages day-to-day 
supervision of food and beverage 
operations which includes point 
of sale transactions, quality, 
guest satisfaction, and invento-
ry of stock.

Cocktail Server – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. This 
position is responsible for taking 
orders and serving alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for providing friendly 
and professional service to every 
guest encountered.

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the Housekeep-
ing Supervisor, transfers clean 
and dirty linens and trash to/
from Laundry and Room At-
tendants. Assists with stocking 
other items as needed by Room 
Attendants. Ensures cleanliness 
of entire property public areas 
both inside and outside the ca-
sino. Responsible for banquet 
events set up, teardown, and 
clean up.  Responsible for mov-
ing furniture, boxes, stocking 
and re-stocking shelves, trash 
removal, and completes other 
duties as assigned.

SKIATOOK 

Security Officer – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Protects com-
pany assets and provides a safe 
environment for employees and 
guests. To perform this job suc-
cessfully, an individual must be 
able to perform each essential 
job duty satisfactorily.  The re-
quirements listed below are rep-
resentative of the knowledge, 
skill and/or ability required.  
Individual must be at least 18 
years of age. 

Restaurant Server – Skiatook, 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

C-Store Cashier - Skiatook, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the C-Store Su-
pervisor. Provides excellent cus-
tomer service for all internal and 
external customers. Sells and 
services customers by utilizing 
knowledge of company products.

TULSA

Casino Service Agent-Tulsa, 
regular full time. Responsible 
for distributing money to gam-
ing guests via check cashing, 
credit card advances, conversion 
of chips and coins, and gaming 
tickets into currency. Respon-
sible for providing support and 
service to club members and 
other casino visitors to ensure 
maximum guest satisfaction. 
Responsible for promoting the 
success of the Club Osage, by as-
sisting guests through the mem-
bership process, and explaining 
the benefits of membership and 
details of on-going promotions 
and events. Protects company 
assets while dealing with the 
public in an efficient and courte-
ous manner

Restaurant Server – Tulsa, 
regular full time. This position 
is responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for providing 
friendly and professional service 
to every guest encountered.

EVS Attendant – Tulsa, reg-
ular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the Housekeep-
ing Supervisor, transfers clean 
and dirty linens and trash to/
from Laundry and Room At-
tendants. Assists with stocking 
other items as needed by Room 
Attendants. Ensures cleanliness 

See classIFIeds
—Continued  on Page 19
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Gingerbread
• ½ cup shortening
• ½ cup sugar
• 1 egg
• 2½ cups sifted all-purpose  

flour
• 1 tsp baking soda

Wahzhazhe

Save the Date
–Local Events Calendar

NOVEMBER
November 1, 2, 8 & 9

The Deaths of Sybil Bolton
Full length play
7:30 p.m. 
Lynn Riggs Theater, 
Dennis R. Neill Equality 
Center
621 E. 4th St., Tulsa, OK

November 7
College & Career Fair
ON Education Department
Osage County Fairgrounds
310 Skyline Drive, 
Pawhuska, OK

November 7
Killers of the Flower Moon 
Discussion
University of Oklahoma
Scholars Room, OMU
4 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Judge 
Marvin Stepson
(405) 325-7314 or diversity.
inclusion@ou.edu 

November 9
Tribal Day Celebration
The Gathering Place
Tulsa, OK
November 9-10
Osage Community Open 
Casting Call
Killers of the Flower Moon
Noon – 5 p.m.
Osage County Fairgrounds 
– W Building
320 Skyline Drive, 
Pawhuska OK

November 10
The Deaths of Sybil Bolton
Full length play
2 p.m. 
Lynn Riggs Theater, 
Dennis R. Neill Equality 
Center
621 E. 4th St., Tulsa, OK

November 11
Veterans Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

November 11
Veterans Day Parade
American Legion Post 198 
Centennial Celebration
Pawhuska, OK

November 13-14
Oil & Gas Summit

Osage Casinos
Tulsa, OK

November 14 – March 14, 
2020

Osage Nation Museum
To Honor And Remember: 
Osage Veterans and the 
U.S. Military
819 Grandview Ave., 
Pawhuska OK
(918) 287-5441

November 16
13th Annual OKCPS 
Powwow
US Grant High School
5016 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
OKC, OK
(405) 587-0355

November 17
Osage Shareholders 
Association meeting
1 p.m.
Osage Casino – Skiatook
Contact: Lou Phillips (918) 
272-8174

November 17
Grayhorse Community 
Meeting to Discuss the 
Killers of the Flower Moon 
book & movie
3 p.m.
Title VI Bldg, 401 S. 8th, 
Fairfax, OK

November 23
Texas Osage Association 
meeting
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Holiday Inn Express - 
Azalea Room
Irving DFW North
4550 West John Carpenter 
Freeway
Irving, TX 75063
Please RSVP to Jim Ryan 
at jimr812@yahoo.com, 
(210) 825-6747

November 17
N7 Day
Oklahoma State University

November 19
Basic Rights in Special 
Education 
Free Training
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
ON Education Building, 
102 Buffalo Ave., Hominy 
OK

November 28-29

Thanksgiving Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

DECEMBER
December 24-25

Christmas Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

December 31 at noon
New Year’s Eve
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

JANUARY 2020
January 28-29

4th Annual Osage Nation 
Science Fair
For 7th and 8th grade 
Osage County students
Osage County Fairgrounds
Pawhuska, OK
Jennifer Holding (918) 
287-5300 or education@
osagenation-nsn.gov 

FEBRUARY 2020
February 8

Wak’on Owatsi
Pawhuska Arbor

MARCH 2020
March 28

United Osages of Southern 
California
Spring Gathering
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Carlsbad Senior Center, 
799 Pine Ave, Carlsbad CA
(760) 802-7591 or socal.
osages@gmail.com 

APRIL 2020
April 4

Osage News Candidate 
Debates
Osage Casino & Hotel 
Tulsa

Have an event? Send event in-
formation to the Osage News, Attn.: 
Shannon  Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax to (918) 
287-5563. Make sure to include event 
date, location, email and web address 
(if applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contacted for 
validation, if necessary. Deadline for 
each subsequent issue of the Osage 
News is the 18th of every month.

• 1 tsp cinnamon
• 1 tsp ginger
• ½ tsp cloves
• ½ tsp salt 
• 1 cup molasses
• 1 cup boiling water

Cream together shortening and sugar. Add egg, beat well. 
Sift together flour, baking soda, cinnamon, ginger, cloves and 
salt. Combine molasses and water. Add alternately with flour 
mixture to creamed mixture. Line 8 x 8 x 2-inch greased pan 
with greased wax paper. Pour in batter. Bake in moderate oven 
350 degrees for 50 or 60 minutes. Cool five minutes remove from 
pan. Slice bananas over top of gingerbread and spread with  
apricot glaze. 

Apricot Glaze
Strain contents of a no. 2 can of apricots into saucepan and 

add ½ cup sugar, juice of ½ lemon and the grated rind of 1 lem-
on, bring to boiling point over medium heat. Thicken with 2 tsp 
cornstarch dissolved in 4 tbsp of apricot juice. Cook until thick 
and clear. Slice bananas on top of gingerbread. Cover with cool 
glaze. Top each serving with whipped cream.

health columnist. He also 
served as president of the As-
sociation of American Indian 
Physicians. Dr. Shaw is the 
former medical director for the 
Citizen Potawatomi, where he 
practiced internal medicine.

Marvin Stepson has led 
an authentic life of service in 
his commitment and dedica-
tion to the legal affairs of In-
dian Country. Judge Stepson 
attended law school in 1974 
and received his Juris Doctor-
ate from the University of New 
Mexico School of Law in 1977. 
He is also a U.S. Army veter-
an. During his 42-year career, 
Judge Stepson served in vari-
ous capacities, including work 
for the Oklahoma Crime Com-
mission. He also helped form 
the Oklahoma Indian Police 
Academy at Chilocco. Addition-
ally, Judge Stepson worked as 
a prosecutor at the Court of 
Indian Offenses in Anadar-
ko, as well as tax commis-
sioner for both the Absentee 
Shawnee and Osage Nations. 
He also served as a Supreme 
Court justice for the Sac and 
Fox, Citizen Potawatomi and 
the Kickapoo Nations, and as 
a tribal judge for the Pawnee 
and Ponca Nations. Addition-
ally, Judge Stepson worked for 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
executing probates across In-
dian Country. For the past 13 
years, he has served as the 
Osage Nation’s first trial court 
judge, adjudicating matters 
both criminal and civil.

Cecelia Irene Tallchief 
has spent the majority of her 
life in service to American In-
dian people. Tallchief is a for-
mer two-term Osage National 
councilwoman, a position she 
was elected to in 1994. Tall-
chief is a strong proponent of 
ensuring quality Indian health 
care. She is a graduate of Pitts-
burgh State University and 
spent many years serving as 
a registered nurse. Her career 
took her all across America, 
and she was fortunate to work 
in many different tribal health 
facilities. Following her retire-
ment from nursing, Tallchief 
turned her sights to helping 
the Osage people expand their 
health care services. She has 

served in various capacities to 
the Osage Nation’s Health Ad-
visory Board for many years. 
Collectively, Tallchief has ded-
icated more than 26 years of 
service to the Osage Nation 
and its people. Tallchief is in-
credibly active in her Osage 
culture and heads her family’s 
camp every June within the 
Grayhorse District, located in 
Fairfax. Each year, she opens 
her camp to family, friends 
and visitors who frequent the 
Grayhorse Inlonshka cere-
monial dances. Tallchief has 
also recently helped establish 
the Wak’on Owatsi for Osage 
women. This event seeks to 
honor the contributions of 
Osage women and the import-
ant role they play in their com-
munity. Tallchief is a model 
Osage mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother who 
has spent her life advocating 
on behalf of her Osage and In-
dian people.

Past Osage Indian Elder 
honorees include: 

• Jerri Jean Branstetter 

• Anita Fields 

• Mary Gray-Bighorse, 
deceased 

• Charles Eugene “Chuck” 
Hessert 

• Nancy Keil 

• Charles Lookout 

• H. Mongraine Lookout 

• Anita Lookout-West, 
deceased 

• Capt. Richard Luttrell Sr., 
deceased 

• Sheri Mashburn 

• Bill Mashunkashey, 
deceased 

• Dr. Steven Pratt 

• Charles Harold Red Corn, 
deceased 

• Kathryn RedCorn 

• Mary Elizabeth Ricketts 

• Romaine Shackelford, 
deceased 

• George A. Shannon 

• George E. Tallchief, 
deceased

• Tim Tallchief 

• Julia Wilson 

• Rosemary Wood

• Martha Spotted Bear
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Smalley Post 198 followed by 
guest speakers including Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and Osage Veterans Me-
morial Commission members 
John Henry Mashunkashey 
and Franklin McKinley. Oth-
er scheduled speakers include 
Congressman Archie Mason, 
Dr. Steve Pratt and George 
Stabler. The event will also 
feature an exhibit viewing  
and reception.

In a statement, ON Museum 
Director Marla Redcorn-Mill-
er said the exhibit idea came 
from public discussions at 
the museum as visitors also 
viewed the nearby Osage Vet-
erans Memorial, which opened 
on Veterans Day 2018.

“Since the dedication of 
the Osage Veterans Memori-
al only a year ago, the ONM 
staff has witnessed scores of 
Osage veterans, family mem-
bers and tourists who have 
visited the monument,” Red-
corn-Miller said. “Through 

conversations with these vis-
itors we’ve gained a deeper 
understanding of how each 
name represents an individual 
story, a life, an understanding 
of service, honor and sacrifice 
that we will never fully know. 
While it is impossible to shed 
light on every single individu-
al, it is important to bring into 
focus the diversity of experi-
ences and the depth and mag-
nitude of their contribution to 
our nation.” 

According to the release, 
more than 1,360 Osages are 
documented as having served 
in the U.S. Military or as 
pre-military scouts and these 
are only the names recorded 
when tribal affiliation has been 
tracked. It is no doubt signifi-
cantly greater. A 1942 Selec-
tive Service survey noted that 
99 percent of Native Americans 
who were eligible for the draft 
enlisted. A fact that is just com-
ing to light to the general public 
is that more Native Americans 
per capita have served in the 
U.S. armed forces than any 
other ethnic group. 

The release also states: 

“For many Osage families an 
enduring set of cultural and 
ceremonial practices help pre-
pare soldiers for combat; sus-
tain them during deployment; 
return them home to family 
and community; and finally, 
ensure that their contribu-
tions and sacrifices for the 
country will not be forgotten. 
The exhibit will consider the 
ways in which honoring songs 
of the Grayhorse, Hominy and 
Pawhuska Districts play in 
memorializing heroic figures 
such as that of Major Gener-
al Clarence L. Tinker. Tinker 
was the highest ranking Na-
tive American at the onset of 
World War II during which 
time he lost his life while en-
gaged in a combat mission in 
midway island in the Pacific. 
Tinker Air Force Base in Okla-
homa City is named after Ma-
jor General Tinker.” 

Founded in 1938, the ON 
Museum is the oldest tribal-
ly-owned museum in the Unit-
ed States. The museum can be 
reached at (918) 287-5441 and 
its website is: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/museum/.

it can be, no matter what the 
task is.”

Williams said one of the next 
projects is seeing a new Wa-
kon Iron Community Building 
come to fruition. The Sixth 
ON Congress approved fund-
ing for the design process and 
the planning stages for a new 
multi-use building in the vil-
lage continues during a June 
special session. In planning 
talks, Williams said future 
discussions will also touch on 
when to build a new chapel for 
the village or if it’s part of the 
community building project.

For recent accomplish-
ments, Williams noted the 
committee oversaw the devel-

opment of the newly named 
Wakon Iron Park just west of 
the community building and 
other plans include adding a 
basketball court for the village 
as well. Also, the Village Com-
mittee provided benches that 
are now at the Ed Red Eagle 
Park along U.S. 60 at the east-
ern edge of the village proper-
ty, she said.

Fawn Cheshewalla said she 
is pleased to be able to serve 
another term, adding: “There 
are several items or wants that 
I hope to achieve with this new 
board, from developing within 
our Village to general clean-up 
and curb appeal… A communi-
ty goal I hope to achieve is to 
address the prejudice from the 
local U.S. Postal Service Office 
and establish a route extension 
for Village residents. Mail is 

delivered to the homes within 
Hominy and Grayhorse Villag-
es and there should be no bias 
to a home route delivery for 
Pawhuska Indian Village res-
idents, which is not currently 
provided. I hope and will work 
with the current Board mem-
bers to address resident safe-
ty with adequate streetlights. 
There is lighting placed within 
the village square, around the 
dance arbor and Wakon Iron, 
but no surrounding roadways.”

Williams said the village’s 
requests for mail delivery 
within the village have been 
denied earlier this year and 
the committee has written let-
ters about the situation to the 
state’s U.S. legislators includ-
ing Rep. Frank Lucas and Sen. 
Jim Inhofe and they are await-
ing any responses.
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an infant. The actress who 
played McAuliffe’s grand-
mother looked no older than 
18 years old on stage.

“So, here’s something I 
didn’t realize until we were in 
rehearsal, is that Denny is a 
40-some-year-old man inves-
tigating a 21-year-old’s death 
and when you put them on 
stage – it’s different, abstract-
ing it,” Blakely said. “That 
you see this middle-aged man 
and you see this child, that is 
his grandmother and she died 
because of all these terrible 
things that white people did. 

And, seeing that relationship 
for me, was sort of a revelation 
in terms of looking at the play.

“I think that you have to 
have empathy for other people 
and the story cries out to be 
told to a larger and larger au-
dience. The story is that pow-
erful, and that’s not me – it’s 
Denny, and the terrible things 
that happened in the 1920s.”

McAuliffe said he has not 
read his book in 25 years.   

“I read [Blakely’s] script 
and it’s almost like re-read-
ing the book,” he said. “But, 
to see all these actors and 
the comic relief, and the in-
genious way they described 
the headright system – it was  
really good.”

McAuliffe will be in atten-
dance at the premiere of the 
full-length play on Nov. 1.

“The Deaths of Sybil 
Bolton” will be republished 
in the spring, this time 
with a foreword by author  
David Grann.
The Deaths of Sybil Bolton
 Heller Theatre Company
 November 1, 2, 8,  
 9 at 7:30 p.m.
 November 9, 10 at 2 p.m.
 Lynn Riggs Theater at the  
 Dennis R. Neill Equality  
 Center, 621 E. 4th St. 
 hellertheatreco.com/tickets

For more information: hel-
lertheatre@gmail.com or fol-
low on Facebook and Twitter.

Charles Friend Sego

Jacob Alexander James

Charles Friend Sego
Charles Friend (Charlie) 

Sego, 77, passed away peace-
fully surrounded by his family 
on Saturday, October 12, 2019, 
at the Willard Walker Hospice 
Home. He was born in Wichi-
ta, KS, to Presley and Virginia 
(Honey) Friend Sego on Janu-
ary 25, 1942, as a new mem-
ber of the Osage Nation Native 
American Tribe.

In 1960, he graduated from 
College High School in Bar-
tlesville, OK, and attended 
the University of Oklahoma, 
graduating in 1964 with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration. He married 
Frances Tabor on January 20, 
1963, in Tulsa. His summers 
during college were spent 
working for Cities Service 
Oil Co. in the oil fields of El  
Dorado, KS.

Charlie’s business career 
began in Tulsa at Shell Oil 
Co., moving to Little Rock in 
1965 to work as a sales repre-
sentative for Texaco. In 1968, 
Charlie joined the IBM in Lit-
tle Rock, Franklin Lakes, NJ, 
and Louisville, KY, moving to 
Northwest Arkansas in 1979. 
He retired from IBM in 1989.

In 1980 Charlie and Frances 
founded the Duck Club Gallery 
on North College in Fayette-
ville, operating the business 
for 35 years. In 1989 he pur-
chased the Angler’s Den Orvis 
dealership and rebranded the 
business as Bancroft & Tabor 
Clothing & Angler’s Den.

Within the community, 

Charlie served on Fayetteville 
Chamber of Commerce com-
mittees, was a member of the 
Rotary Club of Fayetteville 
(President 1994-95), and a 
member of Kappa Alpha Order 
at OU. He also volunteered at 
the Ozark Literacy Council 
and served on the Fayetteville 
Parks and Recreation Board. 

As a lifelong sports enthu-
siast, Charlie coached Best 
Sports 14-15 yr. old Babe 
Ruth baseball teams for many 
years. His favorite pro teams 
were the St. Louis Cardinals 
and Dallas Cowboys. 

As a member at Fellowship 
Bible Church of Northwest 
Arkansas, he served as an el-
der, an usher and a leader of 
numerous community groups. 
He loved to study the Bible 
and attended Bible Study Fel-
lowship. Charlie believed the 
Bible and faithfully lived Ro-

mans 8;28, and to summarize 
in his words “nothing happens 
in the life of a believer that 
God can’t use for good.”

He was preceded in death 
by his father Presley Sego, his 
maternal grandparents, Mary 
Stephens and Roy Friend, 
and his paternal grandpar-
ents, Charles and Florence  
Bancroft Sego.

Charlie is survived by his 
wife Frances, sons Bart Sego 
(wife Gena) of Bentonville, AR, 
Ted Sego (wife Andrea) of Fay-
etteville, and Jay Sego (wife 
Sarah) of Alexandria, VA; his 
mother Virginia (Honey) Sego 
of Fayetteville; brother Steve 
Sego of Bloomington, IN; 
cousins Barbara Walker (hus-
band Bevy) and Pixie Moore 
of Nashville, TN; grandchil-
dren Taylor Sego, Kate Sego, 
Brooks Sego and Elizabeth 
Sego, all of Fayetteville, and 
Luke Lindsay Sego and Grace 
Ann Sego of Alexandria, VA.

A memorial service was 
held Oct. 17 at the Fellowship 
Fayetteville. Visitation was 
Oct. 16 at Nelson-Berna Fu-
neral Home, Fayetteville. In 
lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations in memory 
of Charles Sego to Fellowship 
Bible Church of Northwest 
Arkansas or to the WRMC 
Willard Walker Hospice Home  
in Fayetteville.

Jacob Alexander James
Jacob Alexander James, 17, 

of Waldron, Indiana, passed 
away Sunday, October 20, 2019.

He was born March 26, 
2002, in Indianapolis to Thom-
as Patrick James and Shelley 
Jean (Lanter) Adams. 

Jacob is survived by his 
mom, Shelley (husband, Bri-
an) Adams of Waldron; dad, 
Thomas P. James (Erica Joyce) 
of San Dimas, CA; sister, Abi-
gail Joy James, step-brothers, 
Cole Adams and Ryan (Maura) 
Adams; maternal grandma, 
Betty (Ryle) Harrison; mater-
nal grandparents, Tom (Lulia) 
Lanter, of AZ; Step-grandpar-
ents, Diana Ash (Erwin Fagel) 
of Waldron; step-grandfather, 
Tom Adams, step-grand-
mother, Rhonda Adams; aunts 
and uncles, Billy and Tra-
cy Cole and Troy and Beth 
Lanter; uncle, George James; 
aunts, Susie Curnutt; Elda 
Cecilia Watts; Elizabeth Kes-
seler; and Rhonda James-Car-
ter; and several cousins and 
extended family. 

Jacob was preceded in death 
by his step-grandfather, Mike 
Ash; grandmother, Chris-
tine Wilson James; grandfa-
ther, Frank Marshall James, 
M.D.; and step-grandfather,  
Everett Harrison.

He was a senior at Wal-
dron High School, a member 
of Nation Honor Society and 
at the top of his class. As a 
Kroger employee, he was a  
dedicated worker.

Jacob was a member of Mt. 

Pisgah Baptist Church. He is 
a registered member of the 
Osage Nation and was very 
proud of his American Indi-
an heritage. He was an Eagle 
Scout and member of BSA 
Troop 220, Waldron. He had 
a great sense of humor and 
enjoyed spending time with 
his friends. His most precious 
times were spent with his fam-
ily and helping others.

He was a dedicated and 
hardworking student and 
athlete. Jacob had an infec-
tious laugh and enjoyed en-
couraging and supporting 
his teammates, as well as  
his competitors.

Jacob enjoyed many youth 
sports but excelled in track 
and cross-country at Waldron. 
He was also the Waldron Mo-
hawks mascot.

In his freshman and soph-
omore cross-country year he 
qualified for Semi-State. In 

his junior year, he qualified 
for State. This year, his senior 
year, he qualified for Semi-
State, that will be held this 
weekend, at Blue River Cross 
Country course in Shelbyville 
where a moment of silence will 
be observed in his memory. 

Jacob also excelled in track. 
He qualified for State indoor 
track during his sophomore 
and junior years. In outdoor 
track, he earned many confer-
ence and county titles in multi-
ple events. His junior year, he 
qualified for State and broke 
the school 3200-meter record.

Jacob was a respectful 
young man, who enjoyed life 
to the fullest with emphasis on 
faith, family, friends, educa-
tion and sports.

A Celebration of Life was 
held Oct. 25, 2019 at Waldron 
High School.

A graveside service was 
held Oct. 26, 2019 at Pall Hill 
Cemetery in St. Paul, with Dr. 
Robb Barlow officiating.

In lieu of flowers, please 
send contributions to the Wal-
dron Athletic Boosters Club, in 
care of, Waldron Jr. Sr. High 
School, P.O. Box 369, Waldron, 
IN 46182, in memory of Ja-
cob James. Funeral Directors 
Greg, Sheila and Stuart Parks 
are honored to serve Jacob’s 
family. Online condolences 
may be shared at www.mur-
phyparks.com.

Martha Mae Cecilia Woods
Martha Mae Cecilia Woods, 

33, loving mother, died Tues-
day, Oct. 22, 2019, at St. Johns 
medical center in Tulsa, Okla-
homa. Funeral services were 
held Oct. 28, 2019, at Wakon 

Iron Chapel, in Pawhuska, 
Oklahoma. 

Preceded in death by her 
husband Vernon Miller, father 
John Woods, siblings Melis-
sa Cupp, Candy Gibson and 
Christopher Woods. 

Survived by her only son 

Shannon Wright-Woods, her 
mother Grace Lamb; siblings, 
John (Amber) Woods of Bur-
ton, Kansas, Anthony Woods 
of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and 
Ian (Danielle) Woods of Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma.

Oil and Gas Summit to be 
held Nov. 13-14 in Tulsa 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

The agenda is taking shape 
for the 2019 edition of the 
Osage Oil and Gas Summit. 

Scheduled for Nov. 13-14 
at Osage Casino Tulsa, the 
two-day event includes net-
working sessions and pre-
sentations focused on the 
Osage Mineral Estate and 
petroleum production across 
Osage County. 

The event also has multi-
ple workshop tracks planned 
for the afternoon of Nov. 13 
and the morning of Nov. 14. 
Among the breakout session 
topics are an update on the 
council’s ongoing orphan 
well identification project, 
the environmental assess-
ment process for the Amer-
ican burying beetle, the 
carbon dioxide project going 
on at the North Burbank 
Unit and Osage County’s 
ground water supply. 

Led by Osage Minerals 
Counsel Wilson Pipestem, a 
session on the Tribal Ener-
gy Resources Act is also on  
the agenda.

A TERA provides a tribe 

with the authority to review, 
approve and manage leases, 
right-of-way agreements and 
business agreements for en-
ergy development on tribal 
lands without the Secretary 
of the Interior’s approval. 
The Osage Minerals Council 
expressed interest in at least 
considering one earlier this 
year, pending completion of 
revisions by the federal gov-
ernment by Dec. 31. 

Two federal agencies are 
also slated to send represen-
tatives. The Environmental 
Protection Agency’s regional 
office has a session each day 
of the summit. Additionally, 
Assistant Secretary of In-
dian Affairs Tara Sweeney 
is scheduled to be on hand 
Nov. 14 for the summit’s 
final event, a producers’ 
roundtable session. 

Tickets are $100 per per-
son in advance and $150 at 
the door for non-sharehold-
ers. Tickets for shareholders 
are $75, with an additional 
$25 discount available for 
Osage Shareholders Asso-
ciation members. Online 
registration is available 
through the Osage Minerals 
Council’s website.

OST says shareholder checks delayed 
due to new accounting system  
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Osages waiting on a check from the Office of the Special Trust-
ee should note that the delay is not you.

It’s them. 
At the Oct. 16 Osage Minerals Council meeting, OST Fiducia-

ry Trust Officer Janel Perry acknowledged that October checks 
were delayed thanks to a new accounting system being imple-
mented. 

“We have to do it every so often in order to modernize,” she 
said. “We want to be able to allow beneficiary access similar to 
online banking.”

As per Perry, the payments started going out on Oct. 11, but 
annuitants missing a check are asked to either call Perry direct-
ly or reach out to the OST’s call center at 1-888-678-6836.

“There are a handful that are more complicated,” she said. “I 
want to know personally if people are not getting their checks so 
I can make sure it is addressed.”  

That transition also skewed the production data available 
from the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ Pawhuska Agency, prompt-
ing a promise from Superintendent Robin Phillips that corrected 
data will be presented in November. 

Although accurate production data was unavailable, plugging 
permit numbers were available, including the one given on an 
emergency basis to the council to address a seeping abandoned 
well on a recommendation from its Orphan Well Committee.  

When asked directly in open session, Phillips declined to give 
any information regarding the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ envi-
ronmental liability for abandoned wells plugged by the council. 

“We made it clear that we are not accepting legal responsibili-
ty when plugging these wells,” Councilor Paul Revard said.

“We’ve looked to the BIA to remedy the situation, but we just 
can’t sit back and watch our land be destroyed.” 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs did not respond to requests af-
ter the meeting for further explanation on its liability for wells 
plugged at the Osage Minerals Council’s expense. The matter is 
scheduled to be addressed during the council’s biannual consul-
tation with the federal government in November.

Congratulations!
Megan Malloy, granddaughter of Connie Barlow Vick-

ers, great-granddaughter of Margot Ruth Brown Barlow, 
great-great-granddaughter of Nita Labadie Brown has earned 
the Girl Scout Silver Award. She and her team made 30 kennel 
pads over four months. They were donated to Dr. David Kinkaid 
and Dr. Bret Kinkaid, of Kinkaid Veterinary Hospital in Ponca 
City, to aid comfort to animals they assist free of charge. Megan 
spent 66 hours making the kennel pads. She is a member of Girl 
Scout troop 173 in Ponca City.
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November 18th
is the deadline for

all submissions for the
December issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!
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Without ReservationsLetters to the Editor

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Cultural abuse is an important 
topic among the Osage 

I am writing to you on behalf of the article, “Cultural Abuse,” 
written by Lori Jump StrongHearts on August 23, 2018. I thor-
oughly agree with the issues that are consecutive to this form 
of spiritual abuse. StrongHearts provided examples of what the 
abuse entails which I believe are relevant for our own tribal com-
munity. The abuse that occurs between intimate relationships is 
an issue, but I think it’s time to start focusing on cultural abuse 
between tribal members overall. 

Many Osage citizens would agree that our ceremonies are es-
sential for who we are. Our Inlonshka and other fellowship danc-
es define us and help us to live in a certain way. This emphasis 
of how significant culture is to us is valid, but we tend to forget 
the most vital part of culture. We’ve forgotten our responsibility 
of taking care of one another. We’ve forgotten what it’s like to 
demonstrate humility and why it’s okay to help others. 

Our entire nation has gained strength in many ways, but we’ve 
yet to change how we treat each other. We’ve been blinded by jeal-
ously, hate, and rather gossip about one another. We’ve become 
hypocrites in the sense that we praise our way of life being utterly 
unflawed. We believe that we know everything and that makes us 
better than others. This abuse is a direct outcome of colonization 
and I wish to see our nation to let go of this mindset. 

I believe that cultural abuse can take a toll on those who are 
trying to do what’s “right.” I’ve been publicly shamed on differ-
ent occasions because I don’t speak Osage fluently or because I’m 
a woman. Reflecting on these shameful experiences is painful. 
To be absolutely transparent, that painfulness has made me to 
feel like I don’t care about living anymore. Could you imagine 
being detached from your own tribe when that’s all you’ve known 
your entire life? I’d like to also point out that this abuse is often 
mistaken as teasing. There’s a fine line between teasing and tor-
menting which many don’t comprehend. If you wouldn’t want 
your own family members being talked to in that way, then it’s 
apparently not okay. 

All of our families have different ways of taking care of our 
ceremonies. We are split into three different districts and each 
of those committees would agree that the main elements of their 
dance vary greatly. For example, the requirement of an Osage 
name, passing of the drum, when women are allowed to start 
dancing during each session, and even how we dress ourselves. 
Unfortunately, those differences cause more harm than good. So, 
before you think to judge, tease or be hateful, think about the 
repercussions of your actions. Think about how your own kin 
would feel if they were talked to in that way. 

–Katelynn Pipestem 
St. Louis, Mo.

of entire property public areas both in-
side and outside the casino. Responsible 
for banquet events set up, teardown, and 
clean up.  Responsible for moving fur-
niture, boxes, stocking and re-stocking 
shelves, trash removal, and completes 
other duties as assigned.

Security Officer Lead – Tulsa, regular 
full time.  Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment for employ-
ees and guests.  The Lead is also respon-
sible for assisting with the effective and 
efficient operations on assigned shift or 
in assigned section as required by the re-
porting senior including, but not limited 
to:  providing training and guidance to 
newly hired staff, and serving as a profes-
sional resource to co-workers. To perform 
this job successfully, an individual must 
be able to perform each essential job duty 
satisfactorily.  The requirements listed 
below are representative of the knowl-
edge, skill and/or ability required.  Indi-
vidual must be at least 18 years of age. 

Security Officer – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Protects company assets and pro-
vides a safe enjoinment for employees 
and guest.

Armed Security Officer – Tulsa, reg-
ular full time. Protects company assets 
and provides a safe environment for em-
ployees and guests. This position requires 
a welcoming disposition and both strong 

communication and interactive skills, as 
this is the first Osage Casino Employee to 
greet visitors and answer phones

Line Cook Banquet – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Under general supervision of 
the Sous Chef, maintains an efficient food 
operation by preparing, prepping hot and 
cold food items in accordance with pro-
duction requirements, recipes and es-
tablished safety policies and procedures.   
This list of duties and responsibilities is 
illustrative only of the tasks performed 
by this position and is not all-inclusive.

Line Cook – Tulsa, regular full time. 
Under general supervision of the Sous 
Chef, maintains an efficient food opera-
tion by preparing, prepping hot and cold 
food items in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and established 
safety policies and procedures.

Short Order Cook, Thunder Bar & 
Grill – Tulsa, regular full time. Under 
general supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an efficient 
food operation by preparing hot and cold 
food items in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and established 
safety policies and procedures.

Maintenance Engineer, Electrical – 
Tulsa, regular full time. This position is 
responsible for the overall renovation, 
planned maintenance of electrical compo-
nents, including motors, controllers, light 
control system, and LV distribution on 
assigned properties and grounds.

How to submit a letter to the Editor: If you 
would like to submit a letter to the editor, please 
mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw 
Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must 
be respectful and informative to the reader, and 
may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

Franklin McKinley, John Henry 
Mashunkashey and Frances Williams.

For more information, on the Osage 
Veterans Memorial, call (918) 287-9729 
or visit its website at: www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/veterans-me-
morial-commission.

be subject to fiscal year limitations and 
the money would be available until the 
Village Committees authorized expen-
diture of the money. 

The Hominy Village is receiving 
$50,000 as it has in past fiscal years. 
The Grayhorse Village has also re-
ceived $50,000 in recent years, but a 
$60,000 increase this year is due to 
needed maintenance issues at the vil-
lage sewage lagoon.

Congresswoman Paula Stabler said 
the Nation’s Department of Natural 
Resources inspected the lagoon earlier 
this year and it was noted the lagoon 
was not maintained and now remedi-
ation work is needed due to leakage. 
“There is a grant coming forward to 
remediate the area, but in the mean-
time there’s still cleanup and things 
that have to be done, so this gives mon-
ey to the five-man committee to either 
contract the service and have (a com-

pany) maintain it throughout the year 
or to buy some equipment and have 
someone come out and maintain it,”  
Stabler said.

Congresswoman Brandy Lemon said 
the lagoon is not easily visible due to 
unkept landscaping, so the area will 
also need clean-up improvements for 
the lagoon maintenance to take place.

The three village committees use 
their respective budgeted funding for 
other operational expenses at the vil-
lage properties throughout the year in-
cluding utility and maintenance costs 
at the village buildings, funding to pay 
part-time workers for custodial and 
maintenance work in the villages and 
village resident special events during 
the holidays.

For more information regarding ON 
Congressional regular or special ses-
sions, filed legislation and Congres-
sional committee meetings, visit the 
Legislative Branch website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/leg-
islative-branch.




