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Osage Congress 
approves $4.5
million for health 
benefit for elders
Benny Polacca
Osage News

In the first of several ap-
proved appropriation bills 
during the Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion, the Sixth Osage Na-
tion Congress passed a $4.5 
million appropriation bill 
to fund the health benefit 
fund for direct assistance to  
Osage elders.

On Sept. 10, the Congress 
voted 11-0 to pass ONCA 19-
61 (sponsored by Congress-
woman Shannon Edwards) 
to authorize and appropri-
ate the $4.5 million for the 
direct assistance available 
to enrolled Osages who are 
age 65 and greater. The fol-
lowing day, Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear 
signed the bill into law.

According to the bill, the 
$4.5 million replenishes the 
Nation’s health benefit fund 
for the elder direct assis-
tance, which included the 
$1,000 annual health bene-
fit or the Medigap insurance 
Plan F or Plan D premiums. 
The bill passed unanimous-
ly with one absence that day 
from Congressional Speaker 
Joe Tillman.

Also on Sept. 10, the Con-
gress passed bill ONCA 
19-67 (sponsored by Till-

man), which appropriated 
$175,000 to the ON Ranch 
LLC to build bison fencing 
at the Nation-owned proper-
ty southwest of Pawhuska. 
The bill passed unanimously 
that day with Second Speak-
er Paula Stabler presiding 
while Tillman was absent.

On Sept. 9, the Congress 
unanimously passed reso-
lution ONCR 19-20 (Con-
gresswoman Angela Pratt), 
which is a resolution to 
authorize a limited waiv-
er of sovereign immunity 
from suit and a consent to 
jurisdiction to Pharmacy 
Providers of Oklahoma for 
pharmaceutical distribution 
services and pharmacy ad-
ministrative organization 
services at the Wah-Zha-Zhi  
Health Center.

Visit the Legislative 
Branch website to view PDF 
copies of filed legislation 
at: www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/who-we-are/legisla-
tive-branch/legislation.

Congressional meeting 
notices and agendas for 
sessions and committee 
meetings are posted online 
to the Legislative Branch 
calendar at: www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/
congress-legislative-branch/
calendar.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Holli Wells has resigned as the Osage Nation’s Attorney General fol-
lowing an arrest for DUI. She is shown in this photo after she was hon-
ored by the Sixth Osage Nation Congress in April.

Osage Nation Attorney 
General resigns after arrest
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Holli Wells has resigned as the Osage Nation’s Attorney 
General following an arrest for Driving Under the Influence. 

According to the Pawhuska Police Department report, 
Wells was pulled over by officers on Sept. 16 around 2:30 a.m. 
She was spotted driving without her vehicle’s lights on and 
swerving over the center line on Lynn Avenue and then again 
on Main Street, heading east toward Kum & Go. 

“She [Wells] called me and told me what had happened, and 
we had a conversation. She offered her resignation and I said 
I’ll accept that. She did say that she was going to make claims 
she’s innocent of this charge, that she’s not guilty but she felt 
it was best for the Nation if she resigned,” said Osage Na-

Screenshot of Osage Nation video

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear gives his address on the opening day of the 2019 Congressional Tzi-Zho 
Session on Sept. 3.

Tzi-Zho Session opens with stress 
on priorities for FY 2020 budgets
Benny Polacca
Osage News

As the Sixth Osage Nation 
Congress meets for its 2019 
Tzi-Zho Session, Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
issued a recommendation that 
the Legislative Branch “exer-
cise extra caution” as they con-
sider various 2020 fiscal year 
budget appropriation bills.

The recommendation comes 
as the Congress considers 
scores of budget bills for the 
Nation’s government opera-
tions and as the Nation re-
sponds to Oklahoma Gov. 
Kevin Stitt’s recent calls for 
renegotiating the tribe’s gam-
ing compact set to expire Dec. 
31. In his announced renegoti-
ation plans, Stitt said his office 
intends to reevaluate and pos-

sibly increase the exclusivity 
fees that the Nation and other 
tribes with gaming operations 
pay the state for offering Class 
III gaming.

“It is well known a large 
threat to our revenue has 
come from the current Gover-
nor of the State of Oklahoma. 
United with the other Indian 
Nations we are now engaged 
in a common agenda on how to 
proceed,” Standing Bear said 
in his executive message at the 
start of session on Sept. 3. “In 
the meantime, it is my recom-
mendation to the Congress to 
exercise extra caution in this 
session’s appropriation laws. 
Although we believe the state’s 
deadline of Jan. 1, 2020 will 
come and pass without major 
disruption to our gaming op-
erations, we would be foolish 

not to prepare for events and 
outcomes, which are not favor-
able to us. Accordingly, I asked 
the Chief Financial Officer of 
Osage Casinos for calculations 
on different scenarios applying 
different gaming compact fees 
to casino operations and how 
these would change the gam-
ing distributions to the Osage 
Treasury.” 

On the gaming compact is-
sue, Standing Bear continued 
in his address: “Governor Stitt 
has publicly stated his idea of 
what a compact fee would be, 
but he has not sent any formal 
letter reflecting what he has 
said in the press. He obvious-
ly believes the present fees of 
4 to 6 % of electronic gaming 
machines and 10% of table 

Osage Nation wins historic NAGPRA
battle for Missouri remains
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

It’s been a six-year battle 
for the Osage Nation Histor-
ic Preservation Office to gain 
possession of remains and fu-
nerary objects the National 
NAGPRA Review Committee 
ruled were Osage in 2015. 

The Missouri State Historic 
Preservation Office repeated-
ly denied the remains to the 
Osage Nation, which were dis-
covered in 2013 at the Clarks-
ville Mound Group site in Pike 
County, Mo. The MoSHPO in-
sisted the remains and objects 
belonged with the Sac and Fox 
Nation, despite the ruling. 

The individuals from the 
Clarksville Mound site date to 
a prehistoric period that pre-
dates Sac and Fox occupancy 
of the area and correlates to 
the ancestral Osage occupa-
tion of Missouri, according to a 
2017 Osage News article. 

“The final 30-day com-
ment period ended yesterday 
(Sept. 17) and no other tribe 
came forth with a claim for 
the Clarksville Mound Group 
remains,” said ON Histor-
ic Preservation Officer Dr. 

Andrea Hunter. “Our office, 
along with the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, stood firm on our 
claim to our ancestors, and we  
were successful! 

“The final claim and request 
for transfer of control letter 
was emailed to the Missouri 
Department of Natural Re-
sources yesterday (Sept. 16) 
after 5:00 p.m. eastern time,” 
she said. “I am so elated; this 
was not an easy battle. A huge 

milestone in this process came 
in June of this year when they 
(MoDNR) actually changed its 
decision regarding the cultur-
al affiliation of the Clarksville 
Mound Group remains from 
Sac and Fox to Osage.”

The Clarksville Mound 
Group at one time had 10 
mounds from the Late Wood-

Courtesy Photo/ONHPO

A Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Review Commit-
tee Meeting in Washington, D.C., Oct. 17-19, 2018.
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Dr. Trudy Milner and Dr. David Ross have joined the staff of the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center.

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center 
hires two new physicians
Osage News

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center has hired two new  
physicians.

Dr. Trudy Milner, DO, 
will join the medical staff 
as a family medicine practi-
tioner and Dr. David Ross, 
Cherokee, will join the staff 
to provide psychiatric ser-
vices at the clinic.

“Quality and accessibility 
of services is our top priori-
ty,” said Dr. Ronald Shaw, 
CEO of the health center. 
“We continue to analyze and 
assess the needs of our pa-
tients and the communities 
we serve. Dr. Milner and Dr. 
Ross bring not only medi-
cal intelligence but patient 
compassion to our compre-
hensive health center and 
we’re excited to have them  
on board.” 

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center is located in Pawhus-
ka on the Osage Nation cam-
pus and provides services to 
all eligible Native Americans 
residing within the Osage 
Nation Reservation, Kay, 
Grant, Noble, Payne and  
Garfield counties. 

The center provides ser-
vices that includes a proac-
tive and forward-thinking 
administration as well as a 
medical clinic, nursing clin-
ic, pharmacy, laboratory, 
radiology, mammography, 
optometry clinic, dental clin-
ic, purchased referred care, 
behavioral health clinic and 
diabetes clinic. 

Milner began her career 
as a nurse, then applied 
her skills overseas in a U.S. 
Army hospital and in the 
classroom educating other 
aspiring nurses, according 
to an Osage Nation press 
release. She earned her Doc-
tor of Osteopathic Medicine 
degree from the Oklahoma 

State University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. She 
completed her internship at 
Tulsa Regional Medical Cen-
ter and her family medicine 
residency at the University 
of Oklahoma College of Med-
icine in Tulsa. 

She then began a solid 
family practice where her 
devoted patients sought out 
her experience, or perhaps 
arguably her tenderness, 
according to the release. In 
2001, she graduated from 
the American Osteopath-
ic Association Osteopathic 
Heritage Health Policy Fel-
lowship. She served on a 
variety of medical societies 
and associations Tulsa Os-
teopathic Medical Society 
as President in 2002-2003 
and 2004-2005, the Ameri-
can College of Osteopathic 
Family Physicians Oklaho-
ma Society as president in 
2005-2006 and the Oklaho-
ma Osteopathic Association 
as president in 2007-2008. 

Ross received his un-
dergraduate degree from 
Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and his medical de-
gree from the University of 
Oklahoma. His residency 
in psychiatry was at OU in 
Tulsa. He is board certified 
in psychiatry by the Amer-
ican Board of Psychiatry  
and Neurology. 

The 9,371-square-foot fa-
cility employs approximately 
70 full-time staff, has a cur-
rent total of 19,971 patient 
charts, offers a drive-thru 
pharmacy, pharmacy direct 
mail program and extended 
hours, and is projected to 
have 50,000 patient visits 
this year. 

For more information 
about the Health Center, 
visit https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
wah-zha-zhi-health-center.
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Osage Congress approves $8.5 million 
for scholarships, $8 million for health 
benefit for Osages under age 65
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation Con-
gress unanimously approved 
an $8.5 million appropriation 
for the higher education schol-
arship fund on Sept. 12.

The bill (ONCA 19-60 spon-
sored by Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards) received a 
12-0 vote with the funding to 
come from the Nation’s gener-
al fund in the Treasury. The 
appropriation is a replenish-
ment for the higher education 
fund to carry out the purpos-
es of the Nation’s higher edu-
cation scholarship act for the 
2019-2020 academic year, ac-
cording to the bill.

Also, the Congress unani-
mously approved an $8 million 
appropriation bill (ONCA 19-
66 also sponsored by Edwards) 
to replenish the Nation’s 
health benefit fund for direct 

assistance to enrolled Osages 
under age 65.

After discussion of account-
ing numbers for the health 
benefit’s usage in the Health 
and Social Services Commit-
tee, the Congress considered 
a revised bill at $8 million 
from an earlier proposal of  
$14 million.

In a separate bill, the Con-
gress approved $500,000 for 
the Nation’s burial assistance 
program administered by the 
Constituent Services Office.

The bill (ONCA 19-75 spon-
sored by Congressman Eli 
Potts who is chairman of the 
Congressional Appropriations 
Committee) passed unani-
mously on Sept. 12 with the 
funding to come from the 
general fund for the 2020  
fiscal year.

In a fourth bill passed on 
Sept. 12, the Congress ap-
proved a $173,673 appro-
priation bill (ONCA 19-70 

sponsored by Potts) for em-
ployee merit payments in ac-
cordance with the Nation’s 
Workforce Pay for Perfor-
mance Act. Potts said the bill 
amount is in accordance with 
information provided by the 
Executive Branch.

All four approved bills will 
be submitted to Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear’s office 
for signature consideration.

Congressional meeting no-
tices and agendas for sessions 
and committee meetings are 
posted online to the Legis-
lative Branch calendar at: 
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/congress-legisla-
tive-branch/calendar.

The session and commit-
tee meetings held in the ON 
Capitol Building are public 
meetings (excluding execu-
tive sessions allowed by Osage 
law) and will be live-streamed 
at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
multimedia/live-media.
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Osage Congress still considering FY 2020 
budgets as Tzi-Zho Session nears end
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the Tzi-Zho Session 
scheduled to end Sept. 30, the 
Sixth Osage Nation Congress 
is still meeting with the gov-
ernment branches and entities 
whose 2020 fiscal year budgets 
have yet to be approved.

As of Sept. 26, the Congress 
had yet to approve the Judicial 
and Executive Branch bud-
gets, as well as those for other 
government entities. Congres-
sional Appropriation Commit-
tee meetings are scheduled 
leading up to Sept. 30, which 
is also the final day of the 2019 
fiscal year.

The two government branch 
budgets include the Executive 
Branch’s, which is the largest 
budget comprising various de-
partments and programs pro-
viding services to the Osage 
public, the various boards and 
commissions and the Office of 
the Principal Chief. The budget 
bill (ONCA 19-77 sponsored by 
Congressman Eli Potts, who is 
also Congressional Appropri-
ations Committee chairman) 
was filed at approximately $26 
million, but is subject to re-
ductions to help keep FY 2020 

proposed spending below the 
projected revenue level and 
to keep some unappropriated 
funding available during FY 
2020, which starts Oct. 1.

At the Sept. 24 Appropria-
tions Committee meeting, dis-
cussion with Executive Branch 
officials, including Treasur-
er Jim Littleton, touched on 
whether reductions can be 
made after some attendees 
expressed concern proposed 
employee salary raises would  
be cut.

Congressman RJ Walker 
told the committee the Nation 
would have about $100,000 
remaining in unappropriat-
ed tribal revenue with the 
budget bills passing for other 
needs throughout FY 2020. 
Congressman Eli Potts not-
ed there are other FY 2020 
budgets to keep in mind 
too as the budget reduction  
discussion continued.

Littleton said approximate-
ly 200 employee positions are 
eligible for salary increases 
for reasons including good 
job performance evaluations 
and for obtaining certification 
or higher education degrees. 
Comptroller Tasha Fox told 
the committee there are also 

19 proposed new employee po-
sitions with the Nation.

Casey Johnson, director of 
operations for the Executive 
Branch and Littleton asked 
the committee if the Executive 
Branch could get a number 
to reduce budgets to and pro-
posed to meet with other offi-
cials to see where reductions 
could be made.

After more discussion, Con-
gresswoman Paula Stabler 
motioned for the committee to 
have the Treasurer return with 
ONCA 19-77’s amount reduced 
to not exceed $23,625,060 
without conducting layoffs of 
current employees. The motion 
passed unanimously.

For the Legislative Branch, 
the Congress passed its FY 
2020 budget (ONCA 19-74) 
on Sept. 24 for $2.1 million 
with an 11-1 vote with a “no” 
vote from Congresswoman 
Alice Goodfox after the Con-
gress debated and questioned 
the timing of budget bill 
passages with ONCA 19-77  
still pending.

On Sept. 23, the Congress 
voted down the FY 2020 bud-
gets for the Judicial Branch 

Two Osage veterans receive 
full season deer hunting
positions at ON Ranch
Osage News

The Osage Nation Ranch 
Board LLC issued two Osage 
veteran full season deer hunt-
ing positions this year.

On Sept. 13, the ON Ranch 
LLC announced James Estes 

and Thomas Childers were 
awarded the deer hunting po-
sitions at no charge. Both men 
were the only two veterans to 
apply since the Osage veteran 

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center 
now offering 3-D mammography 
screenings for breast cancer
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center is now offering state-
of-the-art 3-D mammography 
screenings for breast cancer 
year-round to age-appropriate 
female patients.

Based in Pawhuska, the 
WHC recently installed a 3-D 
mammography unit in its ra-
diology department and start-
ed screening patients July 
31, said Dr. Ron Shaw, the 
CEO for the WHC. For mam-
mograms, the 3-D technolo-
gy offers clearer picture and 
removes shadows to help see 
possible abnormalities clearly, 
he said.

Mammography screenings 
will be available during clinic 
weekday hours. Those who are 
average risk patients are age 
50 and up, Shaw said. 

According to a news release, 
breast cancer is the second 
leading cause of cancer death 
in Native American women. 
The center is one of the only 
tribal/Indian Health Service 
facilities in the state to offer 
this type of screening. The 3-D 
mammography unit provides 

Courtesy Photo

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center Mammography Technician Jacqualyn Night-
engale (right) assists with a patient’s mammography screening at the 
clinic in Pawhuska.
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OIGA officials meet with 
Osage Congressional
commerce committee
Benny Polacca
Osage News

As Oklahoma tribes react 
to Gov. Kevin Stitt’s proposal 
to renegotiate the tribes’ gam-
ing compacts, the Oklahoma 
Indian Gaming Association is 
meeting with tribal leadership 
to discuss its involvement with 
the gaming tribes including 
the Osage Nation.

The tribal leader and gam-
ing-related meetings are a re-
sponse in wake of Stitt’s letter 
to gaming tribes proposing to 
renegotiate the gaming com-
pacts with the intent to reeval-
uate and potentially increase 
the exclusivity fees the tribes 
pay to the state government.

At the recommendation 
of Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear, OIGA of-
ficials provided an update 
for the Sixth ON Congress 
while it met for its 2019 Tzi- 
Zho Session.

On Sept. 11, the Congres-
sional Commerce, Gaming 
and Land Committee met with 
OIGA officials who provided 
a status report from its trade 
organization’s standpoint. The 
OIGA presentation included 
public comments before the 
meeting went into executive 
session for discussing confi-
dential/ proprietary matters as 
allowed by Osage law.

OIGA Chairman Matthew 
Morgan, who is the Chickasaw 
Nation’s director of gaming af-
fairs, said OIGA is engaging 
in a public relations effort un-
der the theme of “’United for 
Oklahoma’… That effort has 
reached out to every corner of 
this state to (people) willing 
to talk to them and tell their 
stories of how tribes benefit 
the local community – What 
are you doing in terms of infra-
structure, in terms of educa-
tion, in terms of programs and 
services, health care and phil-
anthropic efforts? – And noth-
ing is said about gaming or the 
compact – Just a focus on what 
tribes are doing to benefit com-
munities and every tribe has 
that unique story they can tell 
on how they benefit not only 
their citizens but surrounding 
communities,” Morgan said. 

Morgan said Tulsa attorney 
Dean Luthey, who also rep-
resents the ON Gaming Enter-
prise Board, represents OIGA 
and he is meeting with tribal 
attorneys from across the state 
for any updates. Morgan also 
said OIGA is meeting with oth-
er tribal leaders to “have a di-
alogue on how they feel about 
this subject.”

So far, Morgan said OIGA 
has met with tribal leaders as 
a group three times since its 
conference held this summer 
shortly after Stitt announced 
his renegotiation proposal. 

“Know that we have all the 
tribal leaders from Oklahoma 
unified on its messaging back 

to Gov. Stitt,” Morgan told 
the Congressional commerce 
committee. “We believe the 
compact automatically renews 
and everything that needs to 
happen has happened to trig-
ger that and if you want to talk 
to the tribes about something, 
show us what that something 
is – give us a proposal – be-
cause tribes aren’t being un-
reasonable, we’re operating 
under our compacts with you 
and what that compact says 
is during this 180 days prior 
to Jan. 1, should either party 
want to renegotiate, they’re 
able to offer a proposal and ask 
for a renegotiation… We’ve 
not seen one proposal and as 
such, tribes are telling him 
‘until we get that proposal, 
we’re not willing to sit down  
and discuss.’”

In speaking with tribes, 
Morgan noted OIGA is not tell-
ing tribes they have to agree to 
something, but “we want you 
to be open to look at something 
and each tribal leader, for 
themselves, for their tribe (so 
they) can decide if that propos-
al makes sense for them.”

OIGA Executive Director 
Sheila Morago said PR litera-
ture is planned for publication 
in the state’s major newspa-
pers with numbers regard-
ing the tribes’ contributions 
to the state besides gaming. 
“We’ve been extremely sur-
prised the general Oklahoman 
doesn’t know what tribes do, 
doesn’t know the impact not 
just from gaming, but from 
the tribes as a whole – infra-
structure, health care, educa-
tion, not just on the revenue 
share we give to the state, but 
what they do individually with 
their communities,” she said. 
For examples, Morago said 
tribes have donated funding 
to the education institutions 
for athletic fields, uniform,  
jerseys, backpacks.

According to the United for 
Oklahoma website, the group 
cites 2017 Oklahoma Native 
Impact Study statistics includ-
ing: Oklahoma tribes account-
ed for 96,177 jobs statewide; 
$4.6 billion in salaries and 
wages to Oklahoma work-
ers; and nearly $13 billion 
in state production of goods  
and services.

United for Oklahoma’s web-
site also states: “Native Amer-
ican tribes are an integral part 
of Oklahoma with roots that 
are deep and permanent. The 
tribes are an economic engine 
that impact the state’s econo-
my by the billions. And they’re 
making a critical difference 
in our communities — creat-
ing jobs and investing in key 
areas like education, health 
care and infrastructure. When 
the tribes are strong, our state 
is strong. We are United for 
Oklahoma: committed to mu-
tual respect, shared strength 
and productive partnerships.”

Native American Journalists
Association awards Osage News 
with 12 awards for 2018 coverage
Osage News

PRIOR LAKE, Minn. – The 
Native American Journal-
ists Association awarded the 
Osage News with 12 awards 
for its 2018 coverage.

NAJA, in association with 
the Fourth Annual Confer-
ence on Native American 
Nutrition, hosted its annu-
al conference at the Mystic 
Lake Conference Center, 
owned by the Shakopee Mde-
wakanton Sioux Community 
on Sept. 15-18. 

Conference panels and 
training sessions covered 
areas in Indigenous media, 
journalism training, work-
shops and student work-
shops. The joint conference 
also focused on food systems, 
nutrition and health in Indi-
an Country.

Sessions were led by Indig-
enous journalists teaching in-
depth skills and sharing new 
insights on media in Indian 
Country, including Osage 
News Senior Reporter Benny 
Polacca. Polacca was a panel-
ist for “The struggle for press 
freedom in Indian Country” 
and spoke about the Osage 
Nation’s Independent Press 
Act and focused on the suc-
cesses and challenges trib-
al news media outlets face 
when trying to implement 
journalism practices. 

The Osage News circula-
tion is 7,200 and the news-
paper staff competes in the 
Professional Division II, 
which is the 5,000-10,000 cir-
culation category. 

The Osage News won for 
the following:

General Excellence 

• Third Place 
Osage News

Best Layout 

• First Place 
Osage News

Best Column

• First Place 
Ruby Hansen Murray 
“Domestic Violence, 
overdose or suicide, we 
can help each other”

Best Environmental 
Coverage

• First Place 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton 

“Another wind project 
may be on the horizon for 
Osage County”

Best News Photo

• First, Second and Third 
Place

• Shannon Shaw Duty

Best News Story

• Second Place 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton 
“Tribes not buying into 
potential Department of 
Interior reorganization”

Best Sports Photo

• Third Place 
Shannon Shaw Duty 

“Daposka Ahnkodapi 
Cross Country”

Best Sports Story

• First Place 
Shannon Shaw Duty 
“Osage and Alaskan 
Native youth alleges 
racial harassment”

Excellence in Beat 
Reporting

• First Place 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton 
Osage Minerals Council

Excellence in Beat 
Reporting

• Second Place 
Benny Polacca 
Osage Nation Elections

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

From left: Osage News Columnist Ruby Hansen Murray, Reporter Len-
zy Krehbiel-Burton and Senior Reporter Benny Polacca hold up their 
awards at the 2019 Native American Journalists Association Confer-
ence in Prior Lake, Minn., on Sept. 18 at the Mystic Lake Conference 
Center. 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Benny Polacca, Osage News Senior Reporter, speaks about the Osage 
News and the Osage Nation’s Independent Press Act at this year’s Na-
tive American Journalists Association’s conference in Prior Lake, Minn. 
The panel, “The struggle for press freedom in Indian Country,” focused 
on the successes and challenges tribal news media outlets face when 
trying to implement journalism practices. 

Osage News 2018 File Photo

“A Veteran’s Respect,” won first place for Best News 
Photo. Gen. Louis Wilhelm, Keynote and Oklahoma 
National Guard veteran shakes the hand of the late 
Capt. Richard Luttrell, 45th Infantry Division veter-
an. Lutrell served with the 180th Infantry Regiment 
during the Korean War and commanded 300 soldiers.

Osage News 2018 File Photo

“Honoring the Nameless” won third place for Best 
News Photo. Osage elder Margaret Bird and Osage 
Nation Historic Preservation Officer Dr. Andrea 
Hunter honor those Osages placed in a mass grave 
at the Saint Francis de Hieronymo Church Cemetery 
in St. Paul, Kansas.

Osage News 2018 File Photo

“Daposka Ahnkodapi Cross Country” won third 
place for Best Sports Photo. Students of Daposka 
Ahnkodapi compete in their first-ever cross country 
meet at the Fairfax Lake against Woodland Public 
Schools.

Osage News 2018 File Photo

“Reflection on a Congressional Career” won second 
place for Best News Photo. Former Congressman 
James Norris, in the beaded blanket, stands with a 
face of reflection at the 2018 Osage Nation Inaugu-
ration. 

Filed bills, resolutions 
pending as 2019 Tzi-Zho
Session nears end
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The 2019 Tzi-Zho Session is 
on track to end its 24-day run 
on Sept. 30 unless the Sixth 
Osage Nation Congress votes 
to extend the session.

Per the 2006 Osage Con-
stitution, any Congressional 
session may be extended up to 
three additional days by the 
Congressional Speaker at the 
written request of two-thirds 
of the Congress members. 
With the end of the 24-day run 
nearing, several bills are pend-
ing as of Sept. 26.

Several legislative bills and 
resolutions filed during the 
month of September remained 
in pending status as the month 
ended. The following bills 
were pending as the Congress 

met for Day 21 of the regular  
fall session:

• ONCA 19-85 (sponsored 
by Congressman Eli Potts) 
is an Act to establish 
minimum standards to 
benefit Osage Nation 
employees in the work 
environment.

• ONCA 19-91 (Potts) 
is an act to provide an 
(unspecified) appropriation 
for base pay and special 
adjustments for the 2020 
fiscal year for eligible ON 
government employees.

• ONCA 19-92 (Second 
Speaker Paula Stabler) 
is an act to amend the 
Osage Nation Health 
Benefit Act to prohibit the 

See BIlls
—Continued  on Page 4
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land to Mississippian period. 
However, all but one mound 
was destroyed when a “sky 
lift” tourist attraction was 
constructed in 1962. In 1995 
and 1996, the City of Clarks-
ville and the MoSPHO re-
moved, at a minimum, 22 
individuals and two associ-
ated funerary objects from 
the last remaining mound, 
according to a 2017 Osage 
News article.

In 2002 and 2006 the in-
dividuals and funerary ob-
jects were exhumed and 
transferred to the MoSHPO 
from private collectors and 
the University of Missouri. 
At final count, there are a 
minimum of 29 individuals 
and two associated funerary 
items awaiting final trans-
feral.

The ONHPO staff, Hunt-
er and ON Assistant At-
torney General Morgan 
Currey, have been to numer-
ous meetings over the years, 
National NAGPRA Review 
Committee hearings and 
court proceedings. 

“This has certainly been a 

team effort and we now look 

forward to reburying our an-

cestors,” Hunter said. 

Miranda Compton, out-

side counsel for the ONHPO, 

said the Nation’s victory is 

only the second time in his-

tory of NAGPRA that a state 

agency decision regarding 

affiliation has been success-

fully reversed.

“The correction by Mis-

souri DNR not only confirms 

that the state of Missouri 

should properly recognize 

the Osage Nation’s ancestral 

bonds to these lands, but 

serves as a notice to federal 

agencies as well,” Compton 

said. “Congratulations to the 

Nation and the exception-

al expertise of Dr. Hunter’s 

team, the Historic Preserva-

tion Office, and the AG’s of-

fice on a tremendous success 

following a difficult, multi-

year effort.”
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Osage Nation 
joins fight 
against
opioid crisis
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Add the Osage Na-
tion to the list of gov-
ernments attempting to 
address the opioid crisis  
through litigation. 

According to court re-
cords, the tribe has filed 
a civil lawsuit in Osage 
County District Court 
against more than 20 drug 
manufacturers, as well as 
Wal-Mart and Walgreens, 
for facilitating access to 
OxyContin, Dilaudid, Ac-
tiq and other opioids while 
downplaying their risks.

The lawsuit does not list 
a specific dollar amount 
sought but does request 
compensation for costs 
associated with treating 
opioid addiction, includ-
ing counseling, medical 
care, drug court mainte-
nance, use of law enforce-
ment resources and care 
for children whose parents 
are either incapacitated or 
disabled due to opioids.  

According to county-lev-
el data published in 2017 
by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
Osage County was one of 
32 Oklahoma counties to 
see a decrease in opioid 
prescription rates between 
2012 and 2015.  The aver-
age amount of painkillers 
prescribed in Osage Coun-
ty per person was less 
than half of the per capita 
rates in three neighboring 
counties: Tulsa, Washing-
ton and Pawnee.  

Nationally, despite drop-
ping from its peak levels 
in 2010, doctors prescribed 
640 morphine milligram 
equivalents per person in 
2015, or the equivalent of 
roughly 5 milligrams of hy-
drocodone every four hours 
for three weeks. 

With Oklahoma rank-
ing among the top 10 na-
tionally in the number of 
prescription drug overdose 
deaths at the time, the 
legislature passed a mea-
sure in 2015 requiring all 
physicians to check the 
state’s prescription data-
base before writing a scrip 
for schedule II, III, IV, and 
V controlled substances, 
which includes oxycodone 
and hydrocodone. 

State law requires simi-
lar checks to be performed 
periodically after prescrib-
ing the medication if it is 
to be used for chronic pain 
management for more 
than 180 days. 

Even with that preven-
tative measure, Oklahoma 
still had an opioid-related 
fatality rate of 10.2 per 
every 100,000 residents in 
2017 alone. 

Indian Health Services 
also requires providers 
working at all of its fed-
erally operated facilities, 
such as the Pawnee Indi-
an Health Center, to check 
state prescription drug 
monitoring program data-
bases prior to prescribing 
and dispensing opioids 
for pain treatment longer 
than seven days and peri-
odically throughout chron-
ic pain treatment for 90 
days or more. 

The Osages’ lawsuit 
was filed prior to an Au-
gust ruling by a Cleve-
land County judge that 
Johnson & Johnson, as 
well as its subsidiary, 
Janssen, have to pay the 
state of Oklahoma $572 
million for its role for in 
the opioid crisis. Both are 
named defendants in the  
tribe’s lawsuit. 

The pharmaceutical 
companies have until 
Oct. 7 to respond to the  
tribe’s petition. 

tion Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear. “As far as the 
Osage Nation, she’s done five 
years of what I think is good 
work, especially the water is-
sues. People do not know how 
deeply engaged with the state 
of Oklahoma we have been. 
It’s not something we’re adver-
tising, but we meet with the 
state every month and those 
are very serious talks.”

Standing Bear said he has 
received her resignation letter 
and turned it in to Osage Con-
gressional Speaker Joe Till-
man and to the Osage Nation 
Supreme Court.

According to the police re-
port, two different types of 
prescribed medications were 

found inside Wells’ vehicle and 
she seemed impaired and un-
der the influence of narcotics. 

According to the report, the 
arresting officer explained to 
Wells that “her level of impair-
ment was extremely hazardous 
to herself and other drivers on 
the roadway.” She was trans-
ported to the Pawhuska City 
Hospital to undergo bloodwork 
and then transported to the 
Osage County Jail.  

“I am completely innocent 
of driving under the influence 
of anything,” Wells said in a 
statement. “I had a blood test 
draw at the hospital and when 
the results come back from 
the lab the truth will shine 
through. Until that time, I will 
fight this charge vigorously!”

Standing Bear said Wells 
has agreed to work with First 
Assistant Attorney General 

Clint Patterson over the next 
couple of weeks as Patterson 
takes over her work.

“For me, what is really key 
is the water issues,” Standing 
Bear said. “She’s the head of 
that team. She also handles 
our historical preservation ef-
forts and works with Dr. An-
drea Hunter for our claims in 
Missouri – but she will hand 
all that over to Clint [Patter-
son].” 

Standing Bear appointed 
Wells as the Nation’s attorney 
general in 2015, citing her ex-
perience as an environmental 
lawyer and experience as a 
former state judge. The Sixth 
Osage Nation Congress hon-
ored her in April for her body 
of work in commemoration of 
Women’s History Month. 

Wells has worked for numer-
ous tribal governments and 

the State of Oklahoma. She 
has served as the Assistant 
District Attorney for the 27th 
Prosecutorial District and has 
served as a Special District 
Court Judge for the 15th Ju-
dicial District for the State of 
Oklahoma. She has worked 
for many tribes across Indian 
Country on environmental is-
sues and was also a research-
er for the first EPA case on 
record between a tribal entity 
and various mining companies 
that had a dollar value of one 
billion. She earned her Juris 
Doctorate from the University 
of Oklahoma School of Law.

Osage County District At-
torney Mike Fisher’s office 
could neither confirm nor deny 
whether charges would be filed 
against Wells.

games is not high enough to 
keep Oklahoma Indian gam-
ing in its present status … 
The threat against revenue 
today presents the opportu-
nity for this Congress to re-
evaluate the priorities set out 
in our Constitution. I believe 
the language is strong as to 
what the priorities should be, 
and I look forward to working 
with those of you who share in  
that belief.” 

Congressional Speaker Joe 
Tillman also issued a legisla-
tive address that day and ac-
knowledged Standing Bear’s 

remarks on the gaming com-
pact issue. With “the serious-
ness of when the Governor of 
Oklahoma wants these rene-
gotiations and the impact that 
it will have, the possibilities 
of reduction of funding for 
our government to operate, 
we have to seriously consider 
our priorities as Chief Stand-
ing Bear mentioned,” Tillman 
said. For the budgetary ses-
sion, Tillman said the Con-
gress is slated to appropriate 
approximately $50 million in 
tribal revenue for the govern-
ment operations and services 
“for the Osage Nation and the 
Osage people.”

Tillman continued in his ad-
dress: “Sometimes I’ve heard 

people ask and say, ‘is this gov-
ernment working?’ I’ve heard 
it within these walls, we have 
members here who will tell 
you and question ‘is this gov-
ernment working?’ and they 
will give you evidence and ar-
guments and it’s a young gov-
ernment (launched after the 
2006 election). And so, our con-
stitution is to do what’s prop-
er and do what’s right for all 
Osage people,” Tillman said. 
“It’s our job to make this gov-
ernment work on our watch, 
the Osage people expect it, the 
Osage people demand it, the 
Osage people deserve it, we 
have to make this work and 
it’s going to take all of us to  
accomplish this.”

The Tzi-Zho Session stretch-
es into the first week of Octo-
ber with the 2020 fiscal year 
starting Oct. 1.

Congressional meeting no-
tices and agendas for sessions 
and committee meetings are 
posted online to the Legis-
lative Branch calendar at: 
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/congress-legisla-
tive-branch/calendar.

Session and committee meet-
ings held in the ON Capitol 
Building are public meetings 
(except executive sessions) and 
will be live streamed at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/multime-
dia/live-media

accrual of unused health 
benefits. According to the 
filed bill, ONCA 19-92 
would stop the rollover of 
unused benefit money at 
the end of a calendar year 
with language stating: 
“Unused (health) benefits 
from a given calendar year 
are forfeited and shall 
not accrue to the next 
calendar year.”

• ONCA 19-93 
(Congressman RJ 
Walker) seeks to amend 
the Osage law chapter 
for Congress exempting 
non-tribal funds awarded 
to the Nation from being 
subject to tribal law that 
prohibits line item shifting 
into lines not within an 
appropriation bill at the 
time of enactment if the 
line item established is 
to increase by more than 
$25,000 in a given year. 
The amendment in ONCA 
19-93 notes that non-tribal 
funds are exempted if 
the expenditures, budget 
modifications and line 
item shifting are guided 
by federal regulations and 
require the approval of the 
(grant) funding agency.

• ONCA 19-97 
(Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards) is an act to 
amend the Ethics Code 

and to establish an Ethics 
Commission to adjudicate 
complaints of ethics 
violations by officials of 
the Osage Nation.

• ONCA 19-98 (Edwards) 
is an act to amend ONCA 
18-51 to exempt merit 
payments in accordance 
with the Workforce Pay 
for Performance Act from 
the line item restriction 
on moving money into 
the categories of salaries 
and wages and employee 
benefits.

• ONCR 19-22 
(Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn) is a resolution 
to provide for an election 
to amend Article XX of 
the ON Constitution to 
allow for a constitutional 
convention.

• ONCR 19-23 (Potts) is 
a resolution to provide 
for an election to amend 
Article XV regarding the 
relationship between the 
Nation and the Osage 
Minerals Council.  

Copies of filed legislative 
bills and resolutions, as well as 
Congressional meeting notices 
and agendas for sessions are 
posted online to the Legislative 
Branch website at: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch 
or at www.osagenews.org for 
any updates during the 2019 
Hun-Kah Session.  

Courtesy Photo/ONHPO

Osage Nation Historic Preservation Officer Dr. Andrea Hunter out-
side the Department of the Interior in Washington, D.C., 2018.

hunting positions were adver-
tised in August.

Childers is a Vietnam War 
Army veteran and Estes is 
retired from the U.S. Marine 
Corps, said Amanda Kend-
rick-Bartenhagen, business 
manager for the ON Ranch. 
Applicants for the Osage vet-

eran hunting positions are re-
quired to provide proof of ON 
membership and veteran sta-
tus when applying.

For more information on 
hunting opportunities on the 
Nation’s ranch, call (918) 
287-3835 and follow the 
“Osage Nation Ranch LLC” 
on Facebook for updates 
on ranching activities and  
hunting opportunities.

veterans 
–from Page 2
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Chief Justice letter changes 
tide on budget amendments
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Tensions are rising during 
the Tzi-Zho Session as the 
pot of money the Osage Na-
tion Congress has to work 
with has significantly dwin-
dled. Compounding the 
problem is the uncertainty of 
how much gaming revenue 
the Nation will keep if Gov. 
Kevin Stitt has his way with 
raising exclusivity fees the 
tribes pay to the state. 

The Tzi-Zho Session began 
on Sept. 3 and the Congress 
quickly funded over $20 mil-
lion for the Health Benefit 
programs, the Higher Edu-
cation Scholarship Fund and 
the Burial Assistance Fund 
in the early weeks of the ses-
sion. Often called the “Big 3” 
for how much they cost, the 
remaining money left for the 
three branches of govern-
ment to operate has put the 
Congress over projected rev-
enue by about $1.2 million. 

The six-member Appro-
priations Committee seemed 
to find a solution in cutting 
all proposed wage increases 
for the Nation’s employees, 
which drew the ire of the on-
line Osage community. 

Among those proposed 
budgets to be cut was the 
budget for the Judicial 
Branch. On Friday, Su-
preme Court Chief Justice 
Meredith Drent sent a mem-
orandum to the Speaker of 
the Osage Nation Congress 
Joe Tillman, all members of 
Congress, and copied Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and Assistant Prin-
cipal Chief Raymond Red 
Corn. The letter expressed 
her objections to the amend-
ment made to the Judicial 
Branch’s budget by Con-
gressman Eli Potts, who is 
the chair of the appropria-
tions committee.

“The $50,468 reduction 
was proposed without con-
sulting the Judicial Branch 
and was done without re-
gard to the purpose of each 
item within the budget,” 
Drent wrote. “The manner 
in which this amendment 
was proposed is discourte-
ous at best and dishonest at 
worst because it belies the 
‘principles of transparency 

and accountability’ that are 
supposed to be cornerstones 
of Osage governance.” 

Drent went on to write 
about the back and forth 
the Judicial Branch expe-
rienced with Potts and the 
committee and that the “ar-
bitrary” proposed 10 percent 
cut would be detrimental to 
services provided by the ON 
Courts. She said the com-
mittee meeting she attended 
was an opportune time to 
discuss where the committee 
felt the cuts should be made. 

“If we are going to be on 
the bottom of the list of 
projects worth funding, we 
should have an honest dis-
cussion about the level of 
service the Judicial Branch 
can provide,” she said. “We 
do not, however, believe 
that is the case because 
Congress keeps passing leg-
islation that increases the 
types of cases to be heard in  
Osage court.” 

She ended her letter ask-
ing for the Congress to reject 
Potts’ amendment of ONCA 
19-83 and said the Judi-
cial Branch would be happy 
to meet with the Congress 
about budget concerns. 

The letter had a chilling 
effect. On Monday, Sept. 23, 
Drent’s letter was mentioned 
during the Congressional 
session by Congressman 
RJ Walker and one by one, 
members of Congress voted 
“no” to passing the amend-
ment made to ONCA 19-83 
as proposed by Potts. Only 
Potts and Congresswomen 
Maria Whitehorn and Shan-
non Edwards voted to pass 
the bill. 

Both Whitehorn and Ed-
wards stated the Appropri-
ations Committee was “fair 
and equitable” to all bud-
gets and that hard decisions 
were going to have to be 
made. According to White-
horn, cutting all proposed 
wage increases for the 2020 
fiscal year would put the 
Congress $800,000 under  
projected revenue. 

The Congress still has yet 
to consider appropriations 
bills for building improve-
ments, cultural donations, 
funding the Nation’s busi-

Osage Nation Independent Press Act
amendments pass out of committee
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The Osage Nation’s Inde-
pendent Press Act may be get-
ting a shot in the arm. 

On Sept. 25, the Govern-
mental Operations Committee 
approved legislation to poten-
tially bolster the tribe’s press 
protections on multiple fronts. 

As worded, ONCA 19-78 
would create a shield act, 
thus protecting the Osage 
News staff from having to re-
veal a story’s sources – pub-
lished or unpublished – in 
civil court. The protections 
do not extend to criminal or  
defamation cases.

Although there is not a fed-
eral version, more than 40 
states have some form of a 
shield law, as does the Cher-
okee Nation. The version in-
troduced to the Governmental 
Operations Committee is mod-
eled off of the one used by the 
state of Oklahoma. 

“As the editorial board 
members have expressed to 
me, they feel Osage News is 
a national newspaper, not a 
community one,” editor Shan-
non Shaw Duty said. “This is 
to protect the whistleblowers 
who come to us.”

The amendments also pro-
vide for the creation of two 
alternates to the newspaper’s 
editorial board. Should one of 
the three current members be 
unable to temporarily serve on 
the board without the appear-
ance of a conflict of interest for 
any reason, then one of the two 
alternates would step in. 

Like the current board 
members, the alternates 
would be required to have at 
least five years of newsroom 
experience and adhere to the 
professional ethics guidelines 
published by both the Soci-

ety of Professional Journal-
ists and the Native American  
Journalists Association. 

If approved, the execu-
tive branch will nominate 
one alternate and the oth-
er would come from the  
legislative branch.  

“These alternates are not 
meant to serve long-term,” 
Osage News editorial board 
vice chairwoman Tara Man-
they said. “They’re only in the 
event of a conflict of interest so 
we could keep operating.” 

As passed out of committee, 
the bill also formally charges 
the editorial board with the 
hiring of the Osage News’ ed-
itor. As the Independent Press 
Act is currently worded, the 
editor is an appointed position, 
although as the current editor 
noted, she was not subject to 
the confirmation process when 
initially hired. Instead, Shaw 
Duty said, the editorial board 
vetted her. 

Acknowledging a previous 
legislator’s attempt to strip 
the newspaper’s budget, the 
bill also includes language 

mandating that Congress shall 
provide funding to sustain 
print and digital operations.

“The reason we put that … 
is not for dollars and cents. It’s 
for the political ramifications 
from a Congress that gets up-
set with us for coverage,” Shaw 
Duty said.

The do pass recommenda-
tion came after five committee 
hearings and multiple at-
tempted amendments ranging 
from Osage News’ scope of cov-
erage, its funding stream and 
potential future formats. 

“I can’t remember how many 
meetings we’ve had on this 
piece of legislation,” Govern-
mental Operations Committee 
chairman Scott BigHorse said 
mere minutes before the bill’s 
approval. “I would really like 
to get this piece of legislation 
moving, but seems we contin-
ue to keep hitting the road-
blocks and snags.” 

The measure now goes to 
the full body for consideration. 
Barring an extension resolu-
tion, the Tzi-Zho Session is 
scheduled to end Sept. 30.

Constitutional amendment question 
regarding mineral estate proposed
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

A proposed Constitutional 
amendment that would tweak 
the mineral estate’s relation-
ship with the Osage Nation is 
not heading to voters quite yet. 

Citing a lack of Osage Min-
erals Council representatives 
on hand and at least one orga-
nizer’s own acknowledgement 
that more work is still need-
ed, the Governmental Opera-
tions Committee voted to table 
ONCR 19-23 at its Sept. 25 
meeting to the call of the chair. 

As worded, the resolution 
would put a ballot question 
before Osage voters initially 
proposed by a grassroots or-
ganization calling themselves 
Annuitants for Change.

“We’re OK for now,” group 
member Julie Malone said. 
“The current chief is a share-
holder, so he wouldn’t do any-
thing detrimental. What we’re 
looking at is the next gener-
ation, for our children and 
grandchildren.” 

Among the group’s proposed 
changes are striking refer-
ences to the Tribal Council 
previously used by the Osage 
Nation and adjusting language 
regarding royalty payments to 
reflect that some of that reve-
nue comes from non-mineral 
sources. 

However, some of the word-
ing in the other proposed 
amendments would potential-
ly strip the tribal government 
of any legal authority over the 
mineral estate and refer any 

legal disputes to federal court. 
As was the case when the group 
presented to the Osage Miner-
als Council in May, at least one 
member of Congress took ex-
ception to that possibility.

“This is a slippery slope for 
someone like me,” Congress-
man RJ Walker said. “I want 
you to know that any com-
ments or questions I make are 
to try to help strengthen this 
proposal. Regardless of how 
this gets to the floor, it will be 
a yes vote from me for this to 
get to the people to vote on.” 

Barring an emergency meet-
ing or an extension resolution, 
the Governmental Operations 
Committee is not scheduled to 
meet again before the conclu-
sion of the Tzi-Zho Session on 
Sept. 30.

Osage News File Photo

The Osage News offices in downtown Pawhuska.

ONES receives 8a and HUBZone
certifications to compete for federal contracts 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation Environmen-
tal Solutions LLC is now cer-
tified for HUBZone and 8a 
status with the Small Busi-
ness Administration.

With both SBA certifica-
tion statuses, ONES is eli-
gible to compete for federal 
government contracting dol-
lars along with other certified 
small business entities in-
cluding those owned by other 
Native American tribes and  
Hawaiian organizations.

The Pawhuska-based ONES 
LLC made the announcement 
on Sept. 25 after receiving 
email notification that the ap-
plications for HUBZone and 8a 
status were both approved.

“Osage Nation Environmen-
tal Solutions is pleased to an-
nounce ONES has obtained 
from the Federal Small Busi-
ness Administration approved 
certification for HUBZone and 
8(a) status,” the ONES entity 
said in a joint statement. 

“The (ONES) Chairman of 
the Board, Board of Directors 
and Corporate Officers would 
like to extend our appreciation 
for support to the Osage Na-
tion Congress and Executive 
branches specifically for last 
year’s investment. We appreci-
ate Principal Chief (Geoffrey) 
Standing Bear and his formal 
letters of support and Tulsa 
Procurement Technical Assis-
tance Center for assistance in 
the review and submittal of 
the applications,” said Jacque 
Jones, the director of opera-
tions for ONES.

The certification comes as 
the ONES officials prepared 
to meet with the ON Congres-
sional Commerce, Gaming and 
Land Committee on Sept. 26 
to deliver a presentation on  
its business.

“The company is excited and 
welcomes the opportunity to 
present its Economic Develop-
ment plan for the ONES and 
the Nation as a whole,” the 
ONES statement added.

According to its website, the 

SBA 8a program is intended 
to help provide a level play-
ing field for small businesses 
owned by socially and econom-
ically disadvantaged people or 
entities, which can compete for 
federal contracts, thereby pro-
viding revenue to ONES with 
an approved 8a application.

For the HUBZone pro-
gram, its website states the 
federal government’s goal 
is to award at least 3% of all 
federal contracting dollars to 
HUBZone-certified small busi-
nesses each year. For HUB-
Zone program benefits, the 
website states: “The govern-
ment limits competition for 
certain contracts to businesses 
in historically underutilized 
business zones. It also gives 
preferential consideration to 
those businesses in full and  
open competition.”

For more information on 
ONES and its business capa-
bilities and services, visit its 
website at: www.osagesolu-
tions.com

Youtube .com

Osage citizen Ava Rose Johnson sings in her video “Heaven’s Window.” 
Ava has been nominated for two Native American Music Awards for Best 
Music Video Narrative and Best Independent Recording by a New Artist.

Osage youth nominated
for two Native American 
Music Awards
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage singing powerhouse and Red Oak grade school student, 
Ava Rose Johnson, has been nominated for two Native American 
Music Awards for her video “Heaven’s Window.”

Nominated for Best Music Video Narrative and Best Inde-
pendent Recording by a New Artist, she will travel to Niagara 
Falls, NY, with her family for the 19th Annual Native American 
Music Awards to be held on Nov. 2. Actor Wes Studi and sing-
er/songwriter Mickie James will co-host the event at the Sene-
ca Niagara Hotel & Casino. Winners will be announced live at  
the awards.

Johnson, 12, co-wrote “Heaven’s Window” with Sean Full-
er, Florida Georgia Line drummer. The video was produced by 
Lainey Edwards (Choctaw) and Billy Dawson over the course of 
three days and premiered on April 9 at the First Baptist Church 
Life Impact Center in Red Oak, Okla.  

“Heaven’s Window” is a song in memory of a friend who died in 
an ATV accident two years ago, said her father Nathan Johnson. 

“It was a very emotional experience, songwriting about my 

See letter
—Continued  on Page 17

See rOse
—Continued  on Page 13
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Osage Congress passes resolution 
rejecting Gov. Stitt’s proposal to
renegotiate gaming compacts
Benny Polacca
Osage News

On Day 6 of the 2019 Tzi-Zho 
Session, the Sixth Osage Nation 
Congress unanimously approved a 
resolution rejecting Oklahoma Gov. 
Kevin Stitt’s proposal to renegotiate 
the tribe’s gaming compact with the 
possible intent to increase fees paid 
to the state.

The 12-member Congress passed 
ONCR 19-19 (sponsored by Con-
gressman Eli Potts) as one of the first 
legislative items approved in the 24-
day fall session on Sept. 9. Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear also 
signed the resolution on Sept. 11. 

The resolution’s passage comes 
after state and national news out-
lets also reported on Stitt’s proposal 
announced in a Tulsa World op-ed 
earlier this summer. At issue in the 
gaming compacts with the Nation 
and other tribes with gaming busi-
nesses are the exclusivity rates the 
tribes pay the state for operating 
Class III gaming machines as provid-
ed by the Indian Gaming Regulatory 
Act. Stitt has stated he believes the 
gaming compacts should be renegoti-
ated and the exclusivity fees could be 
subject to increases.

Standing Bear, along with nearly 
30 tribal leaders, signed a July 23 
Oklahoma Indian Gaming Associ-
ation letter standing in response to 
Stitt’s proposal. According to the let-
ter, the signed tribal leaders are in-
tending “to stand united in response” 
to the announced gaming compact 
renegotiations, as well as Stitt’s ar-
gument that the gaming compacts 
will expire on Dec. 31.

The letter says the signed tribal 
leaders believe: “The present gaming 
compact(s) will automatically renew 
on Jan. 1, 2020; The rates under the 
present gaming compact should not 
change. They represent promises 

made by the State of Oklahoma and 
the tribes. Promises we intend to ful-
fill now and in the future and we ex-
pect the state to do the same.”

According to ONCR 19-19, the Na-
tion “strongly disagrees with Gov. 
Stitt’s interpretation and position on 
the terms of the current Model Gam-
ing Compact. Now, therefore it be re-
solved that the (ON) Congress rejects 
Gov. Stitt’s claim that the Gaming 
Compact between the Osage Nation 
and the State of Oklahoma must be 
renegotiated and will stand with the 
other Tribes of Oklahoma who have 
expressed the same position through 
the Inter-Tribal Council of the Five 
Civilized Tribes and through the 
Oklahoma Indian Gaming Associa-
tion.  

In related news, The Oklahoman 
reported Oklahoma State Attorney 
General Mike Hunter’s office has 
selected Michigan law firm Dykema 
Gossett to help represent the state in 
the gaming compact negotiations. A 
Hunter spokesperson told the news-
paper the outside law firm was se-
lected because of their experience in  
tribal negotiations. 

According to the law firm’s web-
site, Dykema’s attorneys “have 
played key roles in establishing trib-
al and commercial casino gaming 
in Michigan and have been at the 
forefront of gaming developments in 
other new gaming jurisdictions. In 
the tribal arena, Dykema was at the 
forefront in Michigan, playing a lead 
role in multitribal compact negotia-
tions that resulted in the state’s first 
tribal-gaming compacts in 1993.” 

The Tzi-Zho Session stretches into 
the first week of October. Congres-
sional meeting notices and agendas 
for sessions and committee meetings 
are posted online to the Legislative 
Branch calendar at: www.osagena-
t ion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/con-
gress-legislative-branch/calendar.
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Osage Nation WIC Health Fair
All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Osage Nation Head Start students from Fairfax stand with Sparky the Fire 
Dog at the Osage Nation WIC Health Fair in Pawhuska on Sept. 24. 

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center staff gave free physicals to all the students.

Kathryn Keene from Osage Nation WIC talks to a student during the Osage Nation WIC Health Fair.

Students play corn hole during the Osage Nation WIC Health Fair.

Jennifer Holding from Osage Nation Education Department and STEAM coordinator demonstrates a 
hands-on activity for the students at the Osage Nation WIC Health Fair in Pawhuska on Sept. 24.

Louis Dailey from the Osage Wildland Fire gives a student a toy during the Health Fair.

The Dental Department from the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center gave mini exams to students.

Dr. Chesbro from the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center gave screenings to students at the Health Fair.
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Courtesy Photo/ON Princess Director Chalene Toehay-Tartsah

Osage Nation Princess Leigha Easley and Osage Nation Princess Director Chalene Toehay-Tartsah hosted an Osage Day. 

Osage Nation Princess Leigha Easley attends
84th American Indian Exposition

Osage News

Osage community members and visiting princesses 
came out in support of Osage Nation Princess Leigha 
Easley for the 84th American Indian Exposition held 
at the Caddo County Fairgrounds in Anadarko, Okla-

homa. While in attendance, Easley participated in 
the Expo Parade, the Princess Fashion Show at the 
Southern Plains Museum, Easley and Osage Nation 
Princess Director Chalene Toehay-Tartsah hosted an 
Osage Day and Easley spoke about the Osage Nation 
and her role as the Nation’s ambassador. 

An Osage Nation Princess has been invited and 

participated in the Exposition every year since 1941. 

The first Osage princess to attend the Exposition, 

then called the Osage Tribal Princess, was the late 

Margaret Gray.

Courtesy Photos/ON Princess Director Chalene Toehay-Tartsah

ABOVE: Osage Nation Princess Leigha Easley participated in the Princess Fashion Show at 
the Southern Plains Museum in Anadarko as part of the 84th American Indian Exposition 
and wore an Osage wedding coat. 

TOP RIGHT: Osage Nation Princess Leigha Easley and Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
rode in the same float for the Expo Parade on Aug. 14 in Anadarko, Oklahoma.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Osage Nation Princess Leigha Easley and Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear before the 84th American Indian Exposition parade in Anadarko, Oklahoma on Aug. 14.

Courtesy Photo/Janese Lasley Sieke

IICOT Princess Gianna Sieke, Osage, rode a horse in the 84th 
American Indian Exposition parade in downtown Anadarko, 
Oklahoma on Aug. 14.

Courtesy Photo/ON Princess Director Chalene Toehay-Tartsah

Tulsa Powwow Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith rides in the 
84th American Indian Exposition parade on Aug. 14 in 
downtown Anadarko, Oklahoma.

Courtesy Photo/ON Princess Director Chalene Toehay-Tartsah

RSU Princess Erin Lookout, Osage, rides in the 84th Amer-
ican Indian Exposition parade on Aug. 14 in downtown 
Anadarko, Oklahoma.
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ABOVE: Osage Nation officials cele-
brate the ribbon cutting for the Osage 
Nation Heritage Trail Scenic Byway, 
north of Pawhuska on Sept. 5. 

LEFT: Congressman R.J. Walker reflects 
on all the years of work for the ON Her-
itage Trail on Sept. 5.

Four informational boards at the Sept. 5 dedication of the Osage Nation Heritage Trail Scenic Byway describe the var-
ious turnout locations along U.S. 60 where motorists can stop, view information signage and enjoy scenic views of  
the surroundings.

ABOVE: Osage Nation officials sit 
during the opening remarks for the re-
ception on Sept. 5.

All photos by
CODY HAMMER

Osage News

LEFT: Congressman Joe Tillman (left) 
and Congressman R.J. Walker (far right) 
pose with the contractor and wife after 
the reception on Sept. 5.

Osage officials 
celebrate the 
Osage Nation 
Heritage Trail 
Scenic Byway 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the intent to promote area tourism, Osage 
Nation officials celebrated the designation of U.S. 
Highway 60 as the Osage Nation Heritage Trail Sce-
nic Byway on Sept. 5 north of Pawhuska.

Thanks to grant funding, and work efforts by sever-
al entities including the Nation’s Roads Department, 
work crews built multiple turnout spots earlier this 
year along U.S. 60, which stretches 65 miles across 
Osage County with Ponca City to the west and Bar-
tlesville to the east of Oklahoma’s largest county.

That toasty September morning, ON tribal officials 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony at the large turnout 
located one-half mile northeast of the Oklahoma 99 
intersection, which is six miles north of Pawhuska. 
The turnout includes a ranch-style overhead sign that 
reads “Osage Nation Heritage Trail” in the middle 
of a round-shaped parking lot for motorists to park 
and admire the rolling hills or read the informational 
signs at the stop regarding the county and Nation’s 
history. 

Justin Carr, ON Roads Department director, said 
the ON Heritage Trail Scenic Byway designation is 
an effort to promote tourism and economic develop-
ment in the region.

According to a news release, the Nation applied 
for and received a National Scenic Byways Planning 
Grant to prepare an Interpretive Master Plan and 
Corridor Plan.  As a result, the Osage Nation Heri-
tage Trail received an Oklahoma Scenic Byways Des-
ignation. Utilizing the plans and Byway designation, 
the Osage Nation was awarded a federal scenic byway 
grant for construction. A committee was formed with 
various Osage Nation departments to ensure cultur-
al and historical accuracy.  Construction started in 
spring of 2019 with contractor BL Construction, Inc.  

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear noted the 
scenic byway project stretched across a number of 
years and acknowledged Congressman RJ Walker, 
who was the previous Roads Department director be-
fore he was elected to office in 2012.

In his remarks, Standing Bear recalled growing 
up and hearing the term “vanishing American” in re-
ferring to Native American people and remembered 
reading vague references to Native people as well. 
“As you can see today, what a different world it is, 
what a better world it is for all of our community 
that programs like this – working with the federal 
government, the state, the tribe, our Osage County, 
all working together in recognizing that the Osage is 
not vanishing. There’s no doubt about it when you go 
from Ponca City over to Bartlesville past here, you’re 
going to see all about the Wah-Zha-Zhe people … 
We’re going to make sure these are well maintained 
and something that all the people who come through 
to this area can stop and take a look at this beautiful 
scenery and see the trees, the prairie and the beauti-
ful skies above us and thank God like we do , that we 
are here to enjoy it.” 

There are also two turnouts at the eastern and 
western boundaries of Osage County with each en-
trance having an orange buffalo sign with the Osage 
language orthography inscribed on it. The orthogra-
phy reads Wahzhazhe O.Zha^.Keh that translates to 
“Osage Road.”

Congressional Speaker Joe Tillman also acknowl-
edged Walker for his work on the project in earlier 
years, which resulted in a prior scenic byway dedi-
cation that was held on April 26, 2008, according to 
Osage News archives. The 2008 dedication was held 
in downtown Pawhuska near the Triangle Building 
(now the Frontier Hotel) with several state officials 
joining then-Principal Chief Jim Gray and other trib-
al officials for that dedication.

Walker, who started with the Roads Department 
in 2002, said the Scenic Byway project was about 20 
years in the making and recalled tribal leaders and 
area city and chamber of commerce officials also 
worked on getting the scenic byway dedication. “In 
2004, there was a new highway reauthorization that 
allowed for tribal scenic byways, so once that became 
a possibility, I thought why not take up some of this 
work that other community leaders and tribal leaders 
have worked on in the past and put forth an appli-
cation and go for it?” Walker said, adding “I am so 
excited and proud of what we developed.”

“It was a collaboration of all the stakeholders, 
the communities, the Osage Nation and to me, this 
provides us opportunities for funding or many oth-
er things to go along with tourism and other things 
that are going to help in this area,” Walker said. He 
acknowledged other Osage officials who worked with 
him on the scenic byway project including Candy 
Thomas who helped with the grant writing; Assis-
tant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn who served 
on a county tourism committee at the time; and Con-
gresswoman Paula Stabler, who served as Commu-
nications Officer with the Gray Administration and 
helped organize the 2008 dedication.  

There are multiple turnout locations along the 
byway with informational panels highlighting four 
principal themes: Osage Heritage, Oil Heritage, the 
Tallgrass Prairie, and Ranching Heritage in the 
Osage, the news release stated.

For more information about the Osage Nation 
Roads Department, please visit: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/roads-department
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Daposka Ahnkodapi Superintendent Patrick Martin addresses the Sixth Osage Nation Congress before the start 
of Day 15 of the Tzi-Zho Session on Sept. 19.

On behalf of Daposka Ahnkodapi, 3rd grade student Joseph Duty thanked the Chief, Assistant Chief and the 
Sixth Osage Nation Congress for being asked to pray. [Disclaimer: Joseph Duty is the son of Osage News Editor 
Shannon Shaw Duty.] 

All Photos SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The 2nd and 3rd grade students of Daposka Ahnkodapi said the Lord’s Prayer in the Osage language before 
the start of Day 15 of the Osage Congressional Tzi-Zho Session on Sept. 19. The new Superintendent of the 
school, Patrick Martin, had each child introduce themselves, with most of the students saying their Osage 
name first. This is the first time Daposka Ahnkodapi students have said the prayer before the beginning of a  
Congressional session. 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage dancer Amity Bevard has accepted to be a trainee for the 
Oklahoma City Ballet. She performed as the Sugar Plum Fairy in 
Dance Maker Academy’s production “The Nutcracker.”

Osage dancer invited 
to train at Oklahoma 
City Ballet
Dena Cosby
Special to Osage News

Osage ballet dancer and former Dance Maker Academy 
Instructor Amity Bevard has accepted a position as a Train-
ee at the Oklahoma City Ballet Yvonne Chouteau School for 
the 2019-2020 season. 

“I’m very excited to have Amity join Oklahoma City Ballet 
as a trainee for our upcoming season,” said Trainee Program 
Coordinator, Amanda Herd-Popejoy. “We have dancers from 
all over the world joining this program, but being a profes-
sional dancer myself from Yukon, Oklahoma, I’m always 
thrilled to see the talent this state provides!”

Bevard is well known for her performances in “Wahzhazhe: 
An Osage Ballet” and as the Sugar Plum Fairy in Dance 
Maker Academy’s “The Nutcracker.” Among those happy 
for her are her student dancers and instructors from Dance 
Maker Academy, who posted a Facebook post congratulating 
her with photos from her time at Dance Maker. 

She began her career at Doran-Vossen in Yukon, and it 
was there that she was pointed in the direction of the Osage 
Ballet. Seeing resemblances between Bevard and Maria 
Tallchief. Tallchief is considered America’s first prima bal-
lerina. In a recent article about Bevard, she revealed her 
reverence for Tallchief and the connection she has always 
felt to her memory. Bevard said, “Maria Tallchief plays a 
huge role as an Osage woman in the art of dance and I never 
forget how hard she had to work for it.” 

The Oklahoma City Ballet sets the professional standard 
as a ballet company in the Oklahoma City area since 1972. 
It was founded by Yvonne Chouteau and Miguel Terekhov. 
Chouteau was one of the “Five Moons” or Native Ameri-
can prima ballerinas of Oklahoma. It is the resident dance 
company of the Civic Center Music Hall and promotes tal-
ent from all over the world. The OKC Ballet produces four 
major performances per season and tours across Oklahoma 
and surrounding states. The OKC also offers classes for 
youth and adults. The Oklahoma Arts Council that sponsors 
Dance Maker Academy events, is also listed as a sustaining 
partner for the OKC Ballet. 

Bevard is excited and looks forward to her dance journey, 
she said. She began her ballet path near the Oklahoma City 
area in Yukon. She recognizes the support her Osage people 
and community provided as she furthered her learning and 
skills. She will now go back to the start with much more 
strength and confidence.  

Daposka Ahnkodapi students 
leading in prayer

All photos courtesy of Daposka Ahnkodapi

Osage Nation Congresswoman Paula Stabler demonstrated to the students of Daposka Ahnkodapi how babies are put on Osage cradleboards. She explained the significance of the cradle-
board and why Osages put their babies on cradleboards. Students from the Kindergarten through third grade watched her demonstration and took part in discussion afterward.
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Daposka Ahnkodapi Wakonze Kristen Miles, Osage, instructs 2nd and 3rd graders during a 
group activity on Sept. 11. The Osage Nation’s school is located in Pawhuska on the Osage 
Campus.

Daposka Ahnkodapi inching 
toward accreditation with 
new Superintendent
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

It may be under new leadership, but 
the goal is still there for Osage Nation’s 
immersion school: full accreditation. 

Patrick Martin, the superinten-
dent of Daposka Ahnkondapi, con-
firmed that the school is still making 
progress towards accreditation as a  
private school. 

“We are focusing on accreditation,” 
he said, addressing Osage Congress’ 
Education Committee. “That will be 
my main focus this year. That would be 
the main focus. To do that, everything 
has to be in order. There has to be ac-
ademic progress every day. Teachers 
have to be certified, following curricu-
lum and giving grades.

“There’s a lot to do and every day I’m 
up there, something new comes up. It 
is exciting but challenging to get all of 
these things to mesh. There is still a lot 
of work to do academically.” 

Accreditation is a process by which 
individual schools or entire school dis-
tricts are certified as achieving mini-
mum standards of quality. Those exact 
standards vary by state but guarantee 
that students are able to transfer to an-
other institution. 

The process can take up to four years. 
A representative from AdvancEd, a 
third-party entity that conducts pri-
vate school accreditation studies, is 
scheduled to conduct a site pre-visit on 
Sept. 30 to assess the school’s progress 

and offer feedback on what steps still 
need to be taken. 

Currently, the school has 52 stu-
dents enrolled through the third grade, 
with a waiting list. 

Martin said there are no plans at 
this time to pursue accreditation as a 
public charter school rather than as a 
private school. Like traditional public 
schools, charter schools are eligible to 
receive funding through the Oklahoma 
Department of Education’s aid formu-
la, so the tribe would not necessarily be 
the only source of funding for an Osage 
charter school.

Accreditation as a private school 
would potentially make the school el-
igible to participate in two state-run 
scholarship programs: the Lindsey Ni-
cole Henry Scholarship, which provides 
tuition scholarships for disabled stu-
dents who have an individualized ed-
ucation plan, and the Oklahoma Equal 
Opportunity Education Scholarship, 
which is a tax credit scholarship pro-
gram for families with an income of up 
to 300 percent of the eligibility limit for 
free or reduced price school meals.  

“We are heading in the right direc-
tion,” Martin said. “We have Osage 
time at 8:15 every morning. Think lan-
guage lessons, dances every morning 
with the kids. It’s really fun. We’re try-
ing to create a good Osage environment 
here that’s more structured.

“The education is going to be so much 
better, but every school has challenges. 
We just have to deal with them one day 
at a time, but we’re on the right page.”

Osage Nation awarded $199,973 
for water system assessment project
Osage News

The Osage Nation was awarded 
$199,973 for a water system assess-
ment project from the Bureau of Rec-
lamation’s Native American Affairs 
Technical Assistance to Tribes Pro-
gram in August.

The program awarded $3.4 million 
to 19 tribes for technical assistance 
in water development. The tribes will 
share in the money as they develop, 
manage and protect their water and 

related resources, according to a  
press release.

“This funding provides the oppor-
tunity for Reclamation and the tribes 
to collaborate in finding the most 
effective and efficient ways to im-
prove water reliability for these trib-
al communities,” said Reclamation 
Commissioner Brenda Burman in  
the release.

The funding will be provided to 
the tribes as grants or cooperative  
agreements.

Courtesy Photo

The Texas Osage Association logo.

Texas Osage Association 
meeting scheduled for Nov. 23
Osage News

The Fall Texas Osage Association 
meeting will be held on Saturday, Nov. 
23, 2019 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 
the Azalea Room of the Holiday Inn Ex-
press, Irving DFW North, 4550 West 
John Carpenter Freeway, Irving, TX 
75063. 

The meeting will begin with coffee, 
doughnuts and conversation at 8:30 
a.m. followed by a presentation by 
Osage County Oil and Gas expert, Fred 
Storer, about the current problems in 
the Osage Mineral Estate. Lunch from 

“Meat U Anywhere,” Texas BBQ. A pre-
sentation and class from the Osage Cul-
ture Department will follow on Osage 
baby boards. Participants will learn 
about the history and symbolism of the 
baby board and make a miniature baby 
board that will be a fine Christmas tree 
decoration. 

You must RSVP to have lunch. All 
Osages are invited to attend. Please 
RSVP to Jim Ryan at jimr812@yahoo.
com, (210) 825-6747, or by message on 
Facebook. Watch for updates on our 
Texas Osage Association Facebook 
group.

friend,” Ava said. “I miss him so much 
and I cried a lot during the process.” 

The Native American Music Awards 
& Association consists of more than 
40,000 registered voting members and 
professionals in the field of Native 
American music and entertainment, 
according to the NAMA website. They 
hold the largest Native American Mu-
sic archive featuring a collection of 
over 10,000 audio and video recordings 
in all formats housed since 1990.

Voting
There are 34 categories for this 

year’s NAMA’s and more than 150 
new artists to choose from. A panel 
of professionals in the music industry 
select the nominees from hundreds 
of submissions. Then, it is up to the 
public to vote for their favorite Native  
American artists. 

To vote online for Ava Rose Johnson, 
Osage citizen, visit the NAMA website 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
NAMA19VOTINGBALLOT?fbclid=I-
wAR3IodnqSpGglDNdcOuDOUktpm-
9jmERuW9keuvYmCWlPEjX_ZVxPzg-
GWCDw

rOse 
–from Page 5
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The Importance of Native Journalists
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News Culture Columnist

In late September I went to the 
annual conference of the Native 
American Journalists Association at 
the Mystic Lake Conference Center, 
owned by the Shakopee Mdwewakan-
ton Sioux Community, located south 
of Minneapolis-St. Paul. On the 
way to Prior Lake, I visited the lush 
farmland west of the Twin Cities 
where my husband’s family settled 
when they emigrated from Norway 
in the mid-1800s. I enjoyed our vis-
it, but their comments about a local 
Native community made me glad to 
be surrounded by Native people at 
a Native facility. Native media fills 
an essential role in covering Native  
news effectively.

This year, Karyn Pugliese and 
Justin Brake of the Aboriginal Peo-
ples Television Network (APTN) 
earned The Elias Boudinot Free 
Press Award for bravery in the face 
of legal consequences while covering 
the occupation of a hydroelectric dam 
in Labrador. Pugliese (Algonquin 
First Nation of Pikwàkanagàn), ex-
ecutive director of news and current 
affairs at ATPN, supported Brake, a 
non-Native independent journalist, 
when he was charged criminally with 
mischief and disobeying a court or-
der for following an indigenous group 
onto Nalcor Energy property. Brake 
described his experience staying 
with protesters at NAJA’s banquet. 
As a result of his decision to fight the 
charges and APTN’s decision to sup-
port him, protections for journalists 
were strengthened when the New-
foundland and Labrador Court of 
Appeal sided with the news media in 
March 2019. 

Conference sessions focused on 
skills needed for investigative news 
stories as well as creating features 
that profile tribal citizens or groups. 
Workshops focused on reporting ed-
ucation and health care, as well as 
solution-focused journalism. 

A presenter from Google shared re-
search tips, which reflects the ways 
traditional news and social media 
influence each other.  Danielle Norie-
ga, from Facebook Strategic Partner 
Development, guided participants in 
creating Instagram/ Facebook sto-
ries. In “Going Viral,” reporters from 
Minnesota Public Radio discussed 
ways they used social media to bring 
readers to their stories. 

This year’s NAJA conference met 
while both the Muscogee (Creek) 
and Osage nations were considering 
amendments to Independent Press 
legislation. Tribal media with codi-
fied independent press acts include 
the Cherokee Nation, the Osage Na-
tion, the Confederated Tribes of the 
Grand Ronde and the Navajo Nation. 

During “Mythbusters: Free Press 
in Indian Country,” Jodi Rave Spot-
tedBear (Mandan-Hidatsa and La-
kota) moderated a discussion among 
reporters from Mvskoke Media, Osage 
News, and Andrew Jenness (Grand 
Ronde) a member of Grand Ronde 
Smoke Signals Editorial Board. 

Benny Polacca, Senior Reporter 
for the Osage News described how 
questions from the public led to in-
vestigative reporting resulting in 
former Osage Chief John Red Eagle’s 
impeachment in 2014. Angel Ellis, 
a Muscogee (Creek) citizen and re-
porter for Mvskoke Media described 

working for Mvskoke Media when 
Free Press legislation was repealed, 
with tribal officials citing the need 
for more positive coverage. 

“I’m working under a suppressed 
tribal media,” Ellis said. In response 
to questions from readers about sto-
ries not covered, she explains that 
stories have been quashed, while oth-
ers have been stalled for months in 
editorial review.

Mvskoke Media is operating under 
a shield law, which gives the tribe’s 
Secretary of Commerce and the Na-
tion, editorial oversight. Ellis said 
people confuse having a press free 
from tribal editorial control with a 
press that’s financially independent 
of tribal support. Ellis favors a model 
that gives the news financial support, 
but with editorial independence. Ellis 
left NAJA to testify at tribal hearings 
regarding Free Press amendments to 
the Muscogee Nation’s constitution. 
Osage News Editor Shannon Shaw 
Duty stayed in Pawhuska to address 
Osage congressional committees re-
garding ONCA 19-78, an act that 
amends the Independent Press Act to 
establish alternate board members, 
to make the Editor a hired position 
rather than an appointed position 
and to establish a shield law. The 
Government Operations Commit-
tee discussed whether the editorial 
board should be a governing board  
or advisory. 

Traditional news outlets, com-
munications departments or press 
secretaries sometimes cover similar 
material. Jennifer Loren (Cherokee) 
of OsiyoTV, a former investigative 
reporter, uses a documentary style 
with a cultural rather than news fo-
cus. Each OsiyoTV segment focuses 
on both a historic and a contempo-
rary Cherokee figure such as novel-
ist Brandon Hobson, whose novel, 
“Where the Dead Sit Talking,” was a 
finalist for the National Book Award 
in 2018. The aim of OsiyoTV is to 
preserve language and culture, and 
Loren discussed the skills needed to 
keep the program free from political 
influence. 

Holding the conference with the 
Conference on Native American 
Nutrition brought the energy of re-
surging indigenous lifeways and de-
licious foods to the events. We had 
gourmet indigenous food, while the 
Osage News staff picked up twelve 
awards for excellence this year. It 
was good to spend time with Benny 
Polacca, Cody Hammer and Lenzy 
Krehbiel-Burton, and to ponder the 
importance of mainstream and Na-
tive news organizations and the ways 
my contributions to Osage News can 
be better.

Ruby Hansen Murray

 Through the
WahZhaZhe Looking Glass

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Museum

L-R: George Kipp, Mo-se-che-he (Josephine Lohah Kipp, Allottee #42), Pete Taylor.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Museum

L-R: Hlu-ah-me (Mrs. Charles Wahhreshe, Allottee #41), Mo-se-che-he (Josephine Lohah 
Kipp, Allottee #42), possibly Wah-to-sah-grah (Mrs. Roan Horse, Allottee #375).

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Museum

Wah-hre-she (Charles Wahhreshe, Allottee #40).

Osage Congress confirms appointees 
to ON boards, commissions
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During the 2019 Tzi-Zho Session, 
the Sixth Osage Nation Congress 
confirmed several individuals to fill 
vacant positions on several boards  
and commissions.

As of Sept. 25, the Congress was still 
meeting for the 24-day session and vot-
ed to confirm the following Osages to 
respective open board and commission 
seats:

• Scott Manzer of Bakersfield, Calif., 
is the appointee selected by the 
Congress to serve on the Nation’s 
newly established Investment 
Oversight Committee.

Passed during the 2019 Hun-Kah 
Session in April, ONCA 19-23 (spon-
sored by Congresswoman Maria White-
horn) amended the Nation’s Treasury 
law to establish an Investment Over-
sight Committee, which is a subordi-
nate committee under the direction 
of the Nation’s Treasurer. This com-

mittee comprises the Treasurer as 
chairperson and two qualified profes-
sionals with one person appointed by 
the Principal Chief and the other mem-
ber by motion and an affirmative vote 
of Congress. The committee is tasked 
with implementing a financial manage-
ment plan and investment strategy for  
the Nation.

• Richard Perrier, a retired U.S. Air 
Force Chief Master Sergeant, is 
now serving on the Osage Limited 
Liability Company (LLC) Board. 
Perrier joins the LLC Board after 
stepping down from the Nation’s 
Veterans Memorial Commission, a 
post he’s served since 2016. 

• Army veteran and former ON 
Congressman James Norris is now 
serving on the Veterans Memorial 
Commission. Norris, a retired 
physician assistant and Indian 
Health Service administrator, 
served a four-year term on the 
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All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

ABOVE: Students, instructors and parent volunteers from Daposka Ahnkodapi Cross Country pose for a group 
photo just outside Fairfax Lake after a meet against Woodland Public Schools on Sept. 24. 

RIGHT: Liam Ashworth, 1st grade, cools off after his race at the Woodland Cross Country meet at Fairfax Lake. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Blaire StandingBear, 3rd grade, placed third at the Woodland Cross Country meet at Fairfax Lake. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Second-grader Emmett Smith placed fourth on Sept. 24 at the Woodland Cross Country meet 
at Fairfax Lake. He ran against 3rd, 4th and 5th grade boys from Woodland Public Schools.

Osage legislators question funding
sustainability for Daposka Ahnkodapi
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

In an attempt to stabilize 
the immersion school’s finan-
cial future, the Osage Nation 
may be looking at codifying 
its per pupil spending in the 
near future. 

During the Osage Con-
gress’ Education Committee 
on Sept. 12, several members 
expressed concern about the 
Daposka Ahnkodapi’s long 
term viability, both financial-
ly and academically. 

To date, the school has been 
funded annually through the 
appropriations process like 
any other program, a system 
that more than one member 
of Congress noted does not 
guarantee the school’s con-
tinued existence.

“If this is the process, it 
could be undone with the 
next chief,” Congressman Eli 
Potts said. “That’s not the 
right foundation.”

As of Sept. 26, Congress 
has not approved the school’s 
budget for the coming fiscal 
year. As presented, that bud-
get does include funding for a 
fourth grade teacher for the 
first two months of the 2020-
2021 academic year. Cur-
rently, the school only goes 
through third grade. 

Previous announcements 
have called for the school to 
add a grade each year, but un-
til recently, did not incorpo-
rate standardized testing or 
other academic benchmarks 
to document the students’ 
progress, thus prompting ad-
ditional hesitation. 

“The goal is noble to add 
a grade a year … but I don’t 
see on paper how this plan is 
to move forward,” Congress-
woman Maria Whitehorn 
said. “I support the idea of 
an immersion school whole-
heartedly, but what we’re 
taking on as a nation is the 

education of the young minds 
of our children and their par-
ents’ confidence in our ability 
to do that. 

“My comfort level being 
asked to sit here, make year 
by year blind decisions on 
how we’re going to do this 
… my concern that we won’t 
be able to follow through on 
expectations. It is disheart-
ening to me to know we don’t 
have any standardized test-
ing.”

Acknowledging the spatial 
and financial challenges that 
come with annually adding a 
grade, Superintendent Pat-
rick Martin said his office’s 
eventual goal is to build a 
new separate building for the 
school – one that would not 
be solely funded by the tribe. 

In the interim, though, they 
are working with the tribe’s 
early childhood program to 
secure sufficient space for the 
2020-2021 school year.

“I’m not asking for more 
money,” he said. “I’m asking 
for the same budget, but we 
are going to need a little more 
space next year.

“We are going to look to 
private investors for the 
building project, though. We 

can’t rely on the Osage Na-
tion for all of that funding.” 

The discussion comes on 
the heels of the school’s deci-
sion to increase its tuition to 
$500 per child per month for 
the 2019-2020 school year.

By comparison, elemen-
tary tuition at Holy Family 
Cathedral School, a private 
school in downtown Tulsa, 
starts at $4,305 for one child, 
plus an additional $300 
in fees.  At the University 
School, a non-religious pri-
vate school at the University 
of Tulsa, elementary tuition 
starts at $11,010 per child, 
plus fees for technology and 
enrollment. 

Waivers are available of 
up to $400 per family by par-
ticipating in language and 
culture classes. In previous 
years, immersion school fam-
ilies could get the tuition 
completely waived by partic-
ipating in enough language 
classes during the year. 

“Every private school has 
to charge tuition,” Martin 
said. “We all have to have 
skin in the game to support 
the school. The Osage Nation 
is incredibly generous with 
its support, but parents have 
to pitch in as well.”

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Daposka Ahnkodapi students play with Play-Doh in class on Aug. 21 
in Pawhuska. 

Daposka Ahnkodapi Cross Country

Gilcrease .org

The Thomas Gilcrease Institute of American History and Art, commonly 
known as Gilcrease Museum, has received a $890,000 Henry Luce Foun-
dation grant to study Moran and Native American art

Gilcrease Museum receives 
$890,000 Henry Luce
Foundation grant to study
Moran and Native American art
Lauren Rogers
Gilcrease Communications Coordinator 

TULSA, Okla. – Gilcrease Museum today announced it has 
been named a recipient of a three-year grant from the Henry 
Luce Foundation totaling $890,000. This award from the foun-
dation’s American Art Program will result in focused research, 
conservation treatments and digital curation of two large Gil-
crease collections ultimately providing enhanced knowledge and 
access to more than 3,800 objects.

Specifically, the grant will support projects including works 
on paper by Thomas Moran and Mary Nimmo Moran and Na-
tive American painting traditions in Oklahoma. Rarely have the 
Morans’ works on paper been on view at Gilcrease or loaned to 
other institutions because of their fragility, yet Gilcrease boasts 
the largest, most comprehensive collection of the couple’s works 
(more than 2,300 combined). Additionally, the Gilcrease collec-
tion of Native American narrative paintings spans more than 
150 years and consists of more than 1,500 objects from hide 
paintings to ledger drawings, tempera paintings and contempo-
rary art.

“We are honored to be the recipient of such a prestigious grant 
and are eager to begin the work ahead of us,” said Susan Neal, 
executive director of Gilcrease Museum. “The Luce Foundation’s 
support is a testament to the world-class collection we have and 
its ability to contribute to the larger American story. Awards like 
these afford us the opportunity to learn about never-before-stud-
ied works, the first step in eventually being able to exhibit them 
for the world.”

Established in 1936 by Henry R. Luce, the Foundation’s 
American Art Program, a leader in arts funding since 1982, sup-
ports museums, arts organizations and universities in their ef-
forts to advance the understanding and experience of American 
and Native American visual arts through research, exhibitions, 
collection projects and publications.

“The Luce Foundation is pleased to the support Gilcrease in 
its effort to explore and share the museum’s deep and signifi-
cant American art collection in fresh and meaningful ways,” said 
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/
application-form. Appli-
cants are welcome to attach a 
resume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that all 
applicants tentatively selected 
for employment with the Osage 
Nation will be required to sub-
mit to a urinalysis to screen 
for illegal drug use. Employ-
ment will be contingent upon 
drug test results. OSAGE / 
VETERAN / INDIAN PREF-
ERENCE IS CONSIDERED. 
Verification of preference must 
be included with application. 
For questions please contact 
Taryn Crawford, Osage Na-
tion Employee Recruitment 
Specialist at (918) 287-5445 
or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

Guest Services Represen-
tatives – Pawhuska, regular 
full time. The Guest Services 
Representative is often the 
first interaction the public has 
with the Osage Nation. The 
primary goal of this position 
is to ensure that the visitor’s 
introduction into Osage histo-
ry and culture is positive and 
engaging. The Guest Services 
Representative provides ex-
cellent patron service while 
ensuring the safety of visitors 
and the protection of exhibit-
ed art and material culture. 
A secondary function of this 
position is to coordinate edu-
cational and public programs 
to enhance the visitor’s expe-
rience. 

Osage Nation Education 
Department Internship – 
Hominy, temporary full time. 
The Osage Nation Education 
Department Internship Pro-
gram is designed to provide 
Osage students with work 
experience in their chosen 
field of study. The program 
is designed to serve enrolled 
members of the Osage Nation 
with a minimum of 61+ hours 
completed in an accredited 
college or university degree 
program. The intern program 
also accepts applications from 
students who are enrolled in 
their final 9 weeks of vocation-
al technology programs. Ap-
plicants are required to carry 
a 2.5 or higher-grade point av-
erage in the semester previous 
to application. Please review 
the ONE Higher Scholarship 
Handbook for limitations and 
incentives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers

BARTLESVILLE

Security Officer – Ponca 
City, regular full time. Pro-
tects company assets and pro-
vides a safe environment for 
employees and guest.

Buffet Host – Bartlesville, 
regular full time. This posi-
tion is responsible for provid-
ing friendly, excellent service 
to every guest encountered. 
Greets and directs guests en-
tering the buffet and identifies 
seating needs. Answers ques-
tions regarding menu items 
and must handle all payment 
transactions efficiently and ac-
curately.

Dishwasher – Bartlesville, 
regular full time. Under gen-
eral supervision of the Food 
and Beverage Manager, wash-
es and sanitizes all equip-
ment and utensils used in food 
preparation.

EVS Attendant – Bartles-
ville, regular full time. Un-
der direct supervision of the 
Housekeeping Supervisor, 
transfers clean and dirty lin-
ens and trash to/from Laundry 
and Room Attendants. Assists 
with stocking other items as 
needed by Room Attendants. 
Ensures cleanliness of entire 
property public areas both 
inside and outside the casi-
no. Responsible for banquet 
events set up, teardown, and 
clean up. Responsible for mov-
ing furniture, boxes, stocking 
and re-stocking shelves, trash 
removal, and completes other 
duties as assigned.

Maintenance Technician – 

Bartlesville, regular full time. 
This position is responsible 
for the overall maintenance, 
plumbing, and electrical com-
ponents of the building and 
grounds.

Buffet Attendant – Bar-
tlesville, regular full time. 
This position is responsible 
for maintaining service in the 
buffet area. This includes ful-
filling guest beverage orders, 
delivering/refilling beverages, 
busing and setting up tables 
and responding to guest ques-
tions and requests.

Short Order Cook – Bartles-
ville, regular full time. Un-
der general supervision of the 
Food & Beverage Supervisor, 
maintains an efficient food op-
eration by preparing hot and 
cold food items in accordance 
with production requirements, 
recipes and established safety 
policies and procedures.

HOMINY

Short Order Cook – Hom-
iny, regular full time. Un-
der general supervision of the 
Food & Beverage Supervisor, 
maintains an efficient food op-
eration by preparing hot and 
cold food items in accordance 
with production requirements, 
recipes and established safety 
policies and procedures.

PAWHUSKA

Short Order Cook – 
Pawhuska, regular full time.  
Under general supervision of 
the Food & Beverage Supervi-
sor, maintains an efficient food 
operation by preparing hot and 
cold food items in accordance 
with production requirements, 
recipes and established safety 
policies and procedures.

PONCA CITY

Restaurant Server – Ponca 
City, regular part time. This 
position is responsible for tak-
ing orders and serving food, 
alcoholic and/or non-alcohol-
ic beverages. Responsible for 
proper settlement of all trans-
actions at point of sale. Respon-
sible for providing friendly and 
professional service to every 
guest encountered.

Short Order Cook – Ponca 
City, regular full time. Un-
der general supervision of the 
Food & Beverage Supervisor, 
maintains an efficient food op-
eration by preparing hot and 
cold food items in accordance 
with production requirements, 
recipes and established safety 
policies and procedures.

SAND SPRINGS

Food and Beverage Super-
visor – Sand Springs, reg-
ular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food and 
Beverage Manager, manages 
day-to-day supervision of food 
and beverage operations which 
includes point of sale transac-
tions, quality, guest satisfac-
tion, and inventory of stock.

Cocktail Server – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. 
This position is responsible 
for taking orders and serving 
alcoholic and/or non-alcohol-
ic beverages. Responsible for 
providing friendly and profes-
sional service to every guest 
encountered.

EVS Attendant – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. 
Under direct supervision of 
the Housekeeping Supervisor, 
transfers clean and dirty lin-
ens and trash to/from Laundry 
and Room Attendants. Assists 
with stocking other items as 
needed by Room Attendants. 
Ensures cleanliness of entire 
property public areas both 
inside and outside the casi-
no. Responsible for banquet 
events set up, teardown, and 
clean up.  Responsible for mov-
ing furniture, boxes, stocking 
and re-stocking shelves, trash 
removal, and completes other 
duties as assigned.

Security Officer – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. 
Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment 
for employees and guest.

Armed Security Officer – 
Sand Springs, regular full 
time. Protects company as-
sets and provides a safe en-
vironment for employees and 
guests. This position requires 

a welcoming disposition and 
both strong communication 
and interactive skills, as this 
is the first Osage Casino Em-
ployee to greet visitors and an-
swer phones.

SKIATOOK 

C-Store Cashier - Skiatook, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the C-Store Su-
pervisor. Provides excellent 
customer service for all inter-
nal and external customers. 
Sells and services customers 
by utilizing knowledge of com-
pany products.

EVS Attendant – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the Housekeep-
ing Supervisor, transfers clean 
and dirty linens and trash to/
from Laundry and Room At-
tendants. Assists with stock-
ing other items as needed by 
Room Attendants. Ensures 
cleanliness of entire property 
public areas both inside and 
outside the casino. Responsi-
ble for banquet events set up, 
teardown, and clean up.  Re-
sponsible for moving furniture, 
boxes, stocking and re-stock-
ing shelves, trash removal, 
and completes other duties as 
assigned.

Bartender – Skiatook, reg-
ular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Beverage 
Supervisor, maintain the bar 
area. Provides excellent cus-
tomer service in a timely man-
ner. Prepare all drink orders, 
delivers and refills drink or-
ders, and responds to quest 
questions and requests. Han-
dle all payment transactions 
accurately.

TULSA

Warehouse Clerk – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Handles in-
coming and outgoing mail, 
interoffice mail, packages, doc-
uments, etc. to various prop-
erties and other destinations 
as assigned. To perform this 
job successfully, an individual 
must be able to perform each 
essential job duty satisfacto-
rily. Must have clean driving 
record for at least the last two 
calendar years. Must be at 
least 21 years of age

Bar Back – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Responsible for as-
sisting bartender with any and 
all needs to ensure proper bar 
operations. Responsible for 
providing friendly, excellent 
service to every guest encoun-
tered.

Line Cook Banquet – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Under gen-
eral supervision of the Sous 
Chef, maintains an efficient 
food operation by preparing, 
prepping hot and cold food 
items in accordance with pro-
duction requirements, recipes 
and established safety policies 
and procedures.  This list of 
duties and responsibilities is 
illustrative only of the tasks 
performed by this position and 
is not all-inclusive.

Count Team Attendant 
– Tulsa, regular full time. 
Responsible for retrieval of 
currency boxes and table game 
drop boxes, emptying drop 
boxes once they are delivered 
to the count room and ensur-
ing accuracy of daily count op-
erations. 

IT Security Analyst – Tulsa, 
regular full time. Under gener-
al supervision of the CIO, pro-
vides leadership and oversight 
related to supporting and mon-
itoring the IT security posture 
of the business, identifying 
potential risks, and assist in 
determining the best balance 
of risk, cost and benefit to ad-
equately protect critical IT as-
sets.

Armed Security Officer 
– Tulsa, regular full time. 
Protects company assets and 
provides a safe environment 
for employees and guests. 
This position requires a wel-
coming disposition and both 
strong communication and in-
teractive skills, as this is the 
first Osage Casino Employee 
to greet visitors and answer 
phones.

Restaurant Server- Tulsa, 
regular full time. This posi-
tion is responsible for taking 
orders and serving food, alco-

holic and/or non-alcoholic bev-
erages. Responsible for proper 
settlement of all transactions 
at point of sale. Responsible 
for providing friendly and pro-
fessional service to every guest 
encountered.

Casino Host – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. Under general 
supervision of the Player De-
velopment Manager, builds 
loyalty and increases revenue 
by developing and effective-
ly maintaining relationships 
with targeted guests through 
personal contact by telephone, 
and written communication.

Restaurant Host-Hostess – 
Tulsa, regular full time. Un-
der the supervision of the Food 
and Beverage Supervisor, the 
Restaurant Host greets guests, 
monitor’s restaurant server 
table seating rotation, seats 
guests with menus, silver-
ware, drinks and special seat-
ing accommodations. The host 
is responsible for understand-
ing and promoting monthly 
Casino promotions and daily 
restaurant specials to ensure 
that all guests have an enjoy-
able experience.

Busser – Tulsa, regular full 
time. Under the direct super-
vision of the Chef, assist the 
servers in serving food, filling 
drinks, cleaning tables and 
work spaces, and stocking 
work areas while maintaining 
a friendly professional man-
ner.  

Banquet Server – Tulsa, reg-
ular part time. The Banquet 
Server are wait staff perform-
ing food preparation, serving, 

and cleaning duties at com-
pany banquets, special events 
and special dinners. Banquet 
Servers are responsible for a 
positive guest experience for 
all Osage Casinos guest at-
tending company events.

Line Cook – Tulsa, regular 
full time. Under general su-
pervision of the Sous Chef, 
maintains an efficient food 
operation by preparing, prep-
ping hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and es-
tablished safety policies and 
procedures.

Short Order Cook, Thun-
der Bar & Grill – Tulsa, reg-
ular full time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains 
an efficient food operation by 
preparing hot and cold food 
items in accordance with pro-
duction requirements, recipes 
and established safety policies 
and procedures.

Maintenance Engineer, 
Electrical – Tulsa, regular 
full time. This position is re-
sponsible for the overall reno-
vation, planned maintenance 
of electrical components, in-
cluding motors, controllers, 
light control system, and LV 
distribution on assigned prop-
erties and grounds. 

Osage Congress ending in 
2018. During the Vietnam 
War, Norris served with 
the 173rd Airborne and 
12th Special Forces Group.

• Beverly Brownfield, 
Teresa Rutherford and 
Rhonda Wallace are all 
confirmed to serve on the 
newly established ON Tax 
Advisory Board. All three 
Osage women previously 
served on the defunct Tax 
Commission Board, which 
was dissolved in 2014. 

According to the law (ONCA 
19-06 sponsored by Congres-
sional Speaker Joe Tillman) 
passed by Congress during the 
2019 Tzi-Zho, the tax advisory 

board is charged with duties 
including: reviewing tax laws, 
policies and regulations, per-
forming research, attending 
conferences on tribal taxation 
and providing reports and 
recommendations for chang-
es in policy and regulation to 
the Principal Chief and the 
Director of the Tax Commis-
sion, and amendments to the 
Nation’s tax code to the ON 
Congress. The board shall also 
perform additional research as 
requested by the executive and 
legislative branches and the 
board will have no administra-
tive or supervisory functions.

Follow the Osage News on 
Facebook, Twitter or check 
the newspaper’s website at 
www.osagenews.org for any 
updates during the 2019 Tzi- 
Zho Session.

appOIntMents 
–from Page 14

MaMMOgraphy 
–from Page 2

more accurate and efficient 
exams with much clearer im-
ages for interpretation by the 
radiology specialist. 

The $350,000 mammogra-
phy unit purchase took place 
with the Osage Nation Health 
Authority Board’s approv-
al and replaces a 2-D mobile 
mammography unit that made 
periodic visits while parked at 
the clinic.

“Early detection in breast 
cancer helps increase the 
chance of survival and pro-
vides our patients with more 
accurate findings,” Shaw said 
in the release. “Our facility 
continues to increase our ser-
vices to our patients and we 
encourage all appropriately 
aged women to take advantage 
of this screening and make an 
appointment. In general, most 
women should begin screen-
ing at age 50 and those at in-
creased risk of breast cancer 

may begin screening at an ear-
lier age.”

Shaw said risk factors for 
breast cancer include imme-
diate family history of breast 
cancer, which would include 
one’s mother, sister or daugh-
ter. 

Those at average risk for 
breast cancer should receive a 
mammography screening ev-
ery two years, Shaw said. “If 
patients don’t know their risk 
type, they’re encouraged to 
discuss it with their medical 
provider,” he added.

For a mammogram screen-
ing, the procedure takes 10-15 
minutes and the results will be 
mailed to the patient within a 
week, said Jacqualyn Night-
engale, who is the WHC mam-
mography technician. 

For consultation or to make 
an appointment for a mammo-
gram or other WHC services, 
call (918) 287-9300. For more 
information about the WHC, 
visit https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
wah-zha-zhi-health-center. 
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How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw 
Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must 
be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

Baked Indian Pudding
• 2 tbsp. melted butter • ½ tsp. cinnamon
• ½ tsp. salt   • ½ cup seedless raisins
• Light cream whipped • ½ cup yellow corn meal
• 4 cups scalded milk • 1/3 cup molasses
• 2 eggs   • ¼ cup sugar

Gradually add corn meal to hot milk, cook, stirring constant-
ly until slightly thickened. Add molasses. Beat eggs, add sugar, 
butter, cinnamon and salt. Add hot milk mixture. Mix well, add 
raisins. Pour into 1 ½ quart greased pudding dish. Bake in slow 
oven, 300 degrees F. for 2 hours. Serve hot with whipped cream. 
Especially good with vanilla ice cream. Serves 6.

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Wahzhazhe

Save the Date
–Local Events Calendar

OCTOBER
October 1

AARP Oklahoma Indian 
Elder Honors
Oklahoma City, OK

October 4-5
32nd Oklahoma Indian 
Summer Festival
10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Dewey, OK

October 5
National Indian Taco 
Championship
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Pawhuska, OK

October 5
Osage Nation 5K Buffalo 
Run
Osage Hills State Park
Registration begins at 6:45 
a.m. and ends at 7 a.m.
For more information 
contact ON Diabetes 
Program (918) 287-5525

October 11
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Fun Walk
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Osage Nation Welcome 
Center
239 E. 12th St.,  
Pawhuska, OK
(918) 287-5482

October 13
Grayhorse Osage 
Community Meeting
To discuss Killers of the 
Flower Moon 
Title VI Building
3 p.m. 
wkpipestem@pipestemlaw.
com 
(703) 980-2262

October 11-14
Indigenous Peoples Holiday 
Weekend
Native American 
Association
Muskogee, OK
Monaaok.org 
(918) 951-6724

October 14
Osage Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

October 14
3rd Annual Native 
American Day
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Greater Tulsa Area Indian 
Affairs Commission
Guthrie Green
111 East M.B. Brady St., 
Tulsa, OK

October 20
OU vs OSU
Bedlam Handgame
Wakon Iron, Pawhuska

October 28 – November 1
Osage Nation Wildland 
Fire Rookie School
For more information call 
(918) 287-9767 or email 
wildlandfire@osagenation-
nsn.gov 

October 29
Inauguration of Land of the 
Osages Research Center
9 a.m.
University of Missouri-
Columbia
Lake of the Ozarks, Mo.

NOVEMBER
November 1

A Giving Heritage: Wedding 
Clothes and the Osage 
Community
Sam Noble Museum, 
University of Oklahoma
Osage Community Night 
5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Free admission for Osage 
citizens 

November 1, 2, 8 & 9
The Deaths of Sybil Bolton
Full length play
7:30 p.m. 
Lynn Riggs Theater, 
Dennis R. Neill Equality 
Center
621 E. 4th St., Tulsa, OK

November 2
United Osages of Southern 
California Fall Gathering
Carlsbad Senior Center
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information call 
(760) 802-7591 or email 
socal.osages@gmail.com

November 10
The Deaths of Sybil Bolton
Full length play
2 p.m. 
Lynn Riggs Theater, 
Dennis R. Neill Equality 
Center
621 E. 4th St., Tulsa, OK

November 11

Veterans Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

November 13-14
Oil & Gas Summit

November 16
13th Annual OKCPS 
Powwow
US Grant High School
5016 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
OKC, OK
(405) 587-0355

November 28-29
Thanksgiving Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

DECEMBER
December 24-25

Christmas Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

December 31 at noon
New Year’s Eve
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

JANUARY 2020
January 28-29

4th Annual Osage Nation 
Science Fair
For 7th and 8th grade 
Osage County students
Osage County Fairgrounds
Pawhuska, OK
Jennifer Holding (918) 
287-5300 or education@
osagenation-nsn.gov 

FEBRUARY 2020
February 8

Wak’on Owatsi
Pawhuska Arbor

APRIL 2020
April 4

Osage News Candidate 
Debates
Osage Casino & Hotel 
Tulsa
 
Have an event? Send event in-

formation to the Osage News, Attn.: 
Shannon  Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax to (918) 
287-5563. Make sure to include event 
date, location, email and web address 
(if applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contacted for 
validation, if necessary. Deadline for 
each subsequent issue of the Osage 
News is the 18th of every month.

Pawhuska Nest wins 
Grand Champion for 
their pineapple pie at 
the County Fair
Osage News

Congratulations are in order 
to the students of the Pawhus-
ka Nest, Early Learning Class. 

Students Harley Lookout, 
Sage Bighorse, Ivory Co-
chrane, Frankie Williams, 
Eli Remington, Rome Yazzie, 
along with their teachers Lac-
ey Hufft and Skye Goodfox, re-
ceived Grand Champion at the 

Osage County Free Fair for 
their pineapple pie. 

The student’s pie was on dis-
play with its purple ribbon for 
all to see. 

“Our teachers work hard 
with the students and the stu-
dents had so much fun making 
the pie,” said Pawhuska Nest 
center manager Robynn Rulo. 
“They were very proud of their 
pie and their purple ribbon.”

Courtesy Photo

The Pawhuska Nest, Early Learning Class with their Grand Champion 
pineapple pie.

Courtesy Photo

The Pawhuska Nest, Early Learning Class makes pie crust for their Osage 
County Free Fair Grand Champion winning pie. 

American Burying Beetle could be reclassified 
from endangered to threatened
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

TULSA — Only a handful of attendees took 
to the microphone at a public comment session 
Sept. 25 at the University of Oklahoma-Tulsa 
campus regarding the American burying bee-
tle. 

Despite the lack of public feedback, the sen-
timent to officials with the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service was clear: please move the beetle 
off of the Endangered Species List. 

“We are much appreciative of this down 
listing opportunity,” Oklahoma Cattlemen’s 
Association member Michael Kelsey said. 
“The American burying beetle’s population’s 
continuing to grow and recover. That’s a good 
thing from management standpoint.”

In May, the federal government announced 
the possibility that the beetle could be reclas-
sified from endangered to threatened and 
opened up an initial 60-day comment period. 
During that comment period, a public hearing 
was requested, thus prompting the session at 
OU-Tulsa.

The comment period will remain open 
through Oct. 9. As per the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service, a final rule is expected to be an-
nounced in May. 

“We want determination to be as accurate 
as possible,” U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Field Supervisor Jonna Polk said. “The final 
determination will be partially based on com-
ments received today, plus written feedback 
and the previous comment period. 

“This proposal is based on thorough review 
of best available science, including species as-
sessment.”

The largest of North America’s scavenger 
beetles, the American burying beetle has been 
on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services endan-
gered species list since 1988. Once found in 
35 states, the insect at its lowest point was 
only found in Rhode Island and Oklahoma. 
However, its footprint has expanded in recent 
years, thanks in part to a beetle preserve in 
Sequoyah County maintained by the Chero-
kee Nation. 

Thanks to its status as an endangered spe-
cies, Osage County infrastructure and drilling 
projects require a beetle habitat check. If a 
beetle is found, then mitigation efforts must 
be undertaken before proceeding, which can 
cause further delays.

U .S . Fish and Wildlife 

The American Burying Beetle may be seeing a resur-
gence. 

ness entities, construction 
projects for community build-
ings for both the Pawhuska 
and Grayhorse districts, and 
others that cost anywhere 
from $20,000 to $500,000. 

When Potts was contacted 
about Drent’s letter over the 
weekend, he wrote in an email 
Monday morning that he felt 
it was unfortunate that Drent 
had chosen to attack the Legis-
lative Branch process in how it  
considers legislation. 

He said his fellow Congress 
members approved of the 
amendment made to ONCA 
19-83, that Congress had 
more than 24 hours to consid-
er the amendment and noth-
ing about the process violated 
the principles of transparency 
and accountability. He said 

similar amendments were 
made to all three branches of  
government, equally. 

He said he felt “person-
ally saddened” that Drent 
attacked his character  
and motives.

“As Chair of Appropriations, 
I am required to sponsor all 
operations bills and help en-
sure that spending does not 
exceed projected revenue,” 
he said. “My office is always 
open to anyone who has ques-
tions regarding legislation or 
amendments that I may pro-
pose. That includes the Chief 
Justice, who did not contact 
me to learn about the status of 
our appropriated revenue and 
the shortfalls which required 
this action.”

He invited all members of 
Congress to the next appro-
priations meeting on Tuesday, 
Sept. 24 from 1-7 p.m.

letter 
–from Page 5
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How to Submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the ed-
itor, please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: 
Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah,Pawhus-
ka, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@

osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must be re-
spectful and informative to the reader, and 
may be edited for grammar, clarity and 
space.

Jamie Nicole Bear

Mark Grigg

Mary Jo Webb

William Anthony (Bill) Tinker

Jamie Nicole Bear
Osage News

Jamie Nicole Bear, 29, of 
Bartlesville, Okla., passed 
away on Sept. 10, 2019. She 
was born in Tulsa, Okla., on 
Dec. 15, 1989, to Curtis Oren 
Bear and Kimberly Anne Bear. 

Jamie was of Osage and Iowa 
descent. She was a member of 
the Bear Clan, the Grayhorse 
District and her Osage name 
was Mi-Tsi Xi, Sacred Woman. 
She was named by Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear. 
She loved dancing at Inlonsh-
ka, participating in her Osage 
culture and her father Cur-
tis said she never missed the 
Grayhorse dances. 

On her maternal side, she 
is the granddaughter of Nor-
ma Osage Byrd and William 
Henry Byrd Jr. and is a di-
rect descendant of Black Dog, 
a great Osage warrior, orator 
and chief. She is also a direct 
descendant of Chief Jeffer-
son White Cloud and Susan 
White Cloud of the Iowa Tribe 
of Oklahoma. On her paternal 
side, she is the granddaugh-
ter of Jamison Morton Bear 
and Clifford Laverne and Con-
stance Daniels Bishop and is a 
direct descendant of Chief Ne-
Kah-Wah-She-Tun-Kah, the 
last hereditary Chief of the Big 
Hill Band of Osage.

Jamie grew up in Glenpool, 
Okla., with her mother, father 
and four siblings, of which 
she was the baby of the fam-
ily. Her siblings watched over 
her and babied her so much 
that her parents named her 
“Baby Hush.” When she was a 
young cheerleader, her cheer-
leading jacket had the name 
“Hush” on the back and the 

nickname stuck. She graduat-
ed from Glenpool High School 
and attended Clary Sage Col-
lege for Cosmetology in Tulsa. 
Known for her great sense of 
style, she always had brightly 
colored hair and loved to play 
dress-up with her fur baby 
Tucker. She loved fast-paced 
music, rock music, loved to 
see alternative rock shows 
and was well known to crowd 
surf to make her way through  
music festivals.

Jamie and her siblings were 
very close. They said they will 
miss her big smile, her great 
laugh, her humor and espe-
cially her kindness. Jamie 
spent most of her free time 
taking care of her siblings, her 
three nephews, her parents, 
her dog Tucker and extended 
relatives. Her nephews will 
miss being spoiled by her, she 
always bought them all the 
junk food, candy and pop they 
wanted. They loved making 
gingerbread houses with her, 
going to the pumpkin patch in 
the fall and they will miss her 
smile the most. She was their 
favorite aunt. 

Jamie is preceded in death 
by two children who died be-
fore birth, her grandmother 
Norma Osage Byrd, her grand-
father William Henry Byrd 
Jr., and paternal grandfather 
Jamison Morton Bear. 

She is survived by her moth-
er and father, her sisters Mary 
Katharine Lobo (Joel) of Tulsa, 
and Kimberly Brave of Homi-
ny; two brothers, Phillip Pya-
Hun-Kah Brave of Tulsa and 
Elijah Bear of Perkins. Her pa-
ternal grandparents Clifford 
Laverne and Constance Dan-
iels Bishop of Bartlesville and 
Carol Byrd of Georgia. Her 
three nephews and numerous 
cousins and their children, 
who she loved and treated as 
nieces and nephews by always 
attending their school func-
tions and sports games. 

Jamie lied in state at her 
family’s home in Bartlesville. 
A rosary was conducted at the 
family home on Sept. 13. A 
traditional Indian service was 
conducted by Rock Pipestem 
on Sept. 14 at the family home. 
A Catholic service followed at 
the home with Fr. John O’Neil 
officiating. Interment was at 
her family cemetery. A tradi-
tional Osage meal followed at 
Wakon Iron Hall in Pawhuska.

Pallbearers were Elijah 
Bear, Johnny Bear, Joseph 
Pratt, Ricky Eaves and Clark 
Batson. Honorary Pallbearers 
were Spencer McGhee and 
Alex McGhee.

Psalm 25:6
Relieve the troubles of my 

heart; And bring me out of my 
distress.

Preserve my life and rescue 
me; let me not be put to shame, 
for I take refuge in you.

Mark Grigg
Hunsaker Funeral Home

Our hearts are heavy be-
cause we have lost our son, 
brother, grandson, nephew, 
and uncle Mark Grigg. He was 
only 23 years old.  

A mass of Christian burial 
was held 10 a.m. Friday, Sep-
tember 13, 2019 at the Sacred 
Heart Church of Fairfax, Okla-
homa. Father Bruce Brosnah-
an presided. Casket bearers 
for the service included: Dal-
ton Bowman, Jake Alley, Ross 
Bowman, Lane Alley, J.K. 
Hadlock, and Lee Bowman. 
Honorary Pallbearers are J. 
Paul Williams, Gregg Grigg, 
Perry Hudson, Jared Hudson, 
William Gates, Kameron Brit-
ton, and Chace Bowman. 

Mark Eldon Grigg was born 
on January 1, 1996 in Ponca 
City Oklahoma. He was the 
son of Jimmy Raider Grigg 
and Jo Lynette Bowman. He 
was a member of the Osage 
Nation, Deer Clan, his Indian 
name is Ne-She-Walla. Mark 
served as an alter boy at the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
in Fairfax. He attended Wood-
land Public Schools in Fair-
fax where he graduated with 
the class of 2014. He played 
baseball, football, and was a 
member of Osage County 4H. 
Mark enjoyed roping and par-
ticipating in rodeos. Mark was 
enrolled in welding classes in 
high school where he obtained 
his welding license thru Pio-
neer Vo-Tech in Ponca City.  
In his free time Mark was an 
avid outdoorsman who loved 
to fish, hunt, and spend time 
with his family and friends. 
He worked with his uncles as 
a ranch hand. Mark also de-
lighted in his Osage Heritage 
where he participated in the 
Gray Horse Inlonshka Dances 
every June where his Grand-
mother Barbara Bowman has 
a family camp.

Mark loved his family and 

was loved deeply by them. He 

enjoyed spending time with 

his niece and nephew. Mark 

was quick to make jokes that 

would make you laugh, he was 

also well-known in the Fairfax 

community.

Mark was reunited in heav-

en with his Grandfather Larry 

Bowman, Grandfather John 

Grigg, Brother Joshua Hight, 

Uncle Joey Grigg, and Uncle 

Shane Hudson. 

Mark leaves behind to cher-

ish his memory his Mother 

Jo Bowman, Father Jimmy 

Grigg, Brother Joey Grigg, Sis-

ter Larra Bowman, Niece Bri-

ana Britton, Nephew Kameron 

Britton, Grandmother Bar-

bara  Bowman, Grandmother 

Betty Grigg, Uncle King Bow-

man and his wife Tamara, Un-

cle Mark Bowman and his wife 

Dawna, Aunt Candace McPeak 

and her husband Chuck all of 

Fairfax as well as Uncle John-

ny Grigg and his wife Jean of 

Yukon, and his Great Uncle 

John Hudson and his wife Mel-

ody, Great Uncle Jim Hudson 

and his wife Tonya, and Great 

Aunt Rita Alley and husband 

Lee, along with many cousins. 

Mark will be missed but 

never forgotten. 

Mary Jo Webb
Hunsaker Funeral Home

Mary Jo Webb, 86, life-long 
Fairfax resident, was called 
home to be with our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ on Sep-
tember 6, 2019. She was sur-
rounded by her children and 
grandchildren. Mary Jo was 
born on March 26, 1933 in 
Fairfax, OK to David and Mae 
(Fisher) Peace. Her grand-
parents were Paul and Clara 
(Tallchief) Peace. Mary Jo 
attended the Sacred Heart 
Catholic school through the 
4th grade and Fairfax Public 
schools thereafter, graduating 
from Fairfax High School in 
1952. She married the love of 
her life, Melvin Lee Webb, on 
September 27, 1952. 

In 1968 Mary Jo began her 
undergraduate/graduate stud-
ies at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity. In 1974 she graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree and in 1975 she gradu-
ated with a Master of Science 
degree both in Sociology. 
She obtained her Secondary 
Teacher certification in Social 
Studies in 1974. In 1985 she 
completed the necessary col-
lege course requirements for 
a Provisional Principal Cer-
tificate in Secondary School 
Administration. Mary Jo also 
obtained 10 hours of Pastoral 
Counselor training from the 
Dallas Catholic University.

From 1975-1978 Mary Jo 
was the Director of Native Pro-
grams in Pawhuska, OK for 
the Osage Tribe. From 1979-
1982 she was the Education 
Coordinator/Administrator for 
the Oklahoma Department of 
Corrections, Conner Correc-
tional Center in Hominy, OK. 
She was the Indian History 
and Social Studies teacher 
at Fairfax High School from 
1982-1984 and again from 
1986-1990. From 1984-1985 
Mary Jo was the Case Manag-
er/Employment Counselor for 
the Oklahoma Department of 
Corrections, Enid Communi-
ty Treatment Center in Enid, 
OK. From 1990-1991 Mary Jo 
was the Educational Specialist 
for the Oklahoma Historical 
Society, White Hair Memorial 
Center located near Hominy, 
OK. In the late 1990’s Mary 
Jo also served as the Osage 
Director of Child Care and 
Osage Director of the Johnson 
O’Malley Indian Education 
program. She taught Ameri-
can history for Bacone Indian 
college. Mary Jo was appoint-
ed to and served on the Osage 
Tribal Tax Commission. From 
2004-2006 Mary Jo served 
on the Osage Government 
Reform Commission which 
was formed to develop a new 
Osage Constitution. She was 
also appointed to and served 
on the Tulsa Catholic Diocese  
Synod Commission.

Mary Jo was an avid read-
er and talented woman. She 
played the piano and was the 
Organist for many years at the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
in Fairfax. In her younger 
years she loved to oil paint 
and create various drawings 
with Charcoal. She was also 
an excellent seamstress. Her 
Osage ribbon work on pillows, 
towels, and sheets were stun-
ning. Additionally, Mary Jo 
spent several years research-
ing and studying Osage tribal 
history, particularly the Osage 
murders that took place in the 
early 1900’s. Due to her per-
sonal research and thorough 
knowledge of the Osage mur-
ders, she was interviewed, 
quoted, and referenced by New 
York Times Best Selling au-
thor of the “Killers of the Flow-
er Moon,” David Grann. Mary 
Jo also enjoyed spending time 
with her fellow Pah-Su-Li club 
members. She enjoyed playing 
pitch and poker with family 
and friends as well. 

Mary Jo started college 
when her youngest started 

Kindergarten. Beginning a col-
lege career in the late 60’s as 
a wife and mother of four was 
unusual and certainly not an 
easy endeavor to accomplish. 
Taking college courses, driving 
back and forth from Fairfax 
to Stillwater, studying, pre-
paring for exams, and taking 
care of four children and a 
husband at the same time was 
not an easy task, all the while 
remaining on the Dean’s and 
President’s Honor Rolls. As a 
result of her accomplishments 
and as a role model to many 
young Native American wom-
en striving to accomplish their 
goals, her daughter Leah and 
husband Brad endowed the 
“Mary Jo Webb Scholarship” 
at Oklahoma State Universi-
ty. This scholarship provides 
assistance to Native American 
women needing financial sup-
port to accomplish their educa-
tional and career goals. 

Mary Jo was preceded in 
death by her grandparents, 
Paul and Clara (Tallchief) 
Peace; parents, David Peace 
and Mae (Fisher) Peace Watts; 
husband, Melvin Webb; one 
son, Mark Brandon Webb; sis-
ter, Clara Mae (Peace) Beart-
rack; niece, Marty Beartrack; 
and brother, Curtis Wayne 
Watts and wife, Davy. She 
is survived by four children: 
Leah Webb Gungoll and hus-
band Brad, Stillwater, OK; 
Anthony Webb and wife Wen-
dy, Fairfax, OK; Gus Webb, 
Fairfax, OK; and Anna Jo 
Webb-Storey and husband 
Rick, Katy, TX. She has elev-
en grandchildren: Wade Gun-
goll and wife Brianne; Will 
Gungoll and wife Katie; Wyatt 
Gungoll; David Webb and fian-
cé Ronni; Ashley Webb Bethel 
and husband Jake; Keli Webb 
Billings and husband Trey; 
Mark Webb; Sarah Stock Els-
berry; Alexandra Ponca Stock; 
Bob Ashmore; and Tom Ash-
more and wife Hillary. Mary 
Jo has 19 great-grandchildren 
and another due in January. 
Her nephews are Eddie Beart-
rack, Tim Watts, Jeff Watts, 
John Watts, and niece, Jean-
nie Beartrack.

Services were held on Sep-
tember 11, 2019 at the Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church 
in Fairfax, OK. Father Des-
mond Ibeneme officiated. 
Interment followed in the  
Fairfax Cemetery.

Pallbearers were Mike Ad-
ams, Mark Bowman, Talons 
Goode, George Pease, Kaven 
Sterling, and Joseph Tillman. 
Honorary Pallbearers were 
King Bowman and Mark J. 
Freeman.

Funeral service arrange-
ments were made by Hunsak-
er-Wooten Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers donations 
may be made to Physicians 
Choice Hospice or the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church, Fair-
fax, OK.

Mary Jo’s guestbook may be 
signed online at: www.hunsak-
erwootenfuneralhome.com

William Anthony  
(Bill) Tinker

William Anthony (Bill) Tin-
ker died September 1, 2019 at 
home in Caney, Kansas. Bill 
was born January 7, 1925 in 
Longmont, Colorado to N.A. 
“Alex” and Nadine Tinker. 
He was raised in Pawhuska, 
Oklahoma, the fifth of five 
children. He married Twyla 
DeMoss on May 29, 1945 at 
the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church in Pawhus-
ka. Bill served in the Army Air 
Corps in WWII, then attended 
the University of Oklahoma in 
Norman, graduating as a civil 
engineer in 1950. He worked 
in the petroleum industry as a 
corrosion engineer for 50 years 
until his retirement. He was 
instrumental in founding two 
local chapters of the National 
Association of Corrosion En-
gineers and the student chap-
ter at Texas A&M University, 
serving in several national of-
fices of that organization.

Bill Tinker is survived by 
Twyla, his wife of 74 years, 
his sister Sarah Jane Sod-
erstrom, all seven of his 
children, numerous grand-
children, great-grandchildren, 
nieces, and nephews. Bill was 
a member of the Deer clan of 
the Osage Nation. To his many 
relatives and friends, Bill was 
a sterling example of devotion 
to God, family and Nation. He 
was friendly, hospitable and 
tireless in community service. 
For his excellent life, his large 
loving family pay respects to 
his oversized legacy. Private 
family services will be con-
ducted at a date not yet de-
termined. In lieu of flowers, 
tributes may be donated to 
Osage Nation Education Part-
nership Fund; P.O. Box 779; 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or to a 
charity of choice.
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Teresa Carbone, program 
director for the American 
Art Program at Henry Luce 
Foundation.

With work getting un-
derway in early 2020, the 
Luce Foundation grant will 
fund temporary positions for 
scholars and museum pro-
fessionals in curatorial, con-
servation, digitization and 
collection management. In 
turn, Gilcrease will gain new 
perspectives and interpreta-
tions of the specified objects 
and paintings. With an ev-
er-present ambition to devel-
op new exhibitions from the 
permanent collection, this 
grant provides the museum 
an unprecedented opportuni-
ty to learn more about exist-
ing collections.

“Investing in top talent is 
critical to our mission and 
commitment to share more 
of our permanent collection 
and contribute to the collec-
tive body of knowledge in art 

and history,” Neal said. “The 
opportunity to bring in addi-
tional scholars and trained 
museum experts cannot be 
understated as this grant is 
also allowing us to attract 
smart, creative professionals 
to Tulsa.”

The Luce Foundation grant 
provides a unique opportuni-
ty for Gilcrease Museum to 
gain a deeper appreciation for 
these artists and their lega-
cies, while contributing orig-
inal scholarship to the field 
of American art. Through 
digitization, conservation 
and research, Gilcrease in-
tends to use these collections 
to reach new audiences with 
an expanded narrative and 
inspire the next generation of 
museum visitors and schol-
ars alike.

About Gilcrease Museum
The Thomas Gilcrease In-

stitute of American History 
and Art, commonly known 
as Gilcrease Museum, has a 
collection of American art as 
vast as the American expe-

rience, including an unpar-
alleled collection of Native 
American art and material. 
The Helmerich Center for 
American Research on the 
museum’s campus houses the 
vast archival collection that 
Thomas Gilcrease amassed. 
Through its collection, Gil-
crease Museum is dedicated 
to bringing art, history and 
people together to research, 
discover, enjoy and under-
stand the diverse heritage of 
the Americas. Additionally, 
the museum is embarking 
on a $75 million capital ex-
pansion project as a result of 
the 2016 Vision Tulsa pack-
age. This historic project will 
result in a major renovation 
and expansion of the museum 
making it a premier destina-
tion and tourist attraction.

The museum is owned by 
the City of Tulsa, which has 
partnered with The Univer-
sity of Tulsa to steward the 
museum. To learn more and 
view the current exhibition 
schedule, please visit gil-
crease.org.

gIlCrease 
–from Page 15

Osage Congress approves FY 2020 gaming plan of operations
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the recent announce-
ment of Oklahoma Gov. Kevin 
Stitt’s proposal to renegotiate 
the tribal gaming compacts, 
Osage Nation gaming officials 
say they have contingency 
plans in place should Class 
III gaming be impacted due to 
pending negotiations.

Gaming officials including 
Osage Casino CEO Byron Big-
horse and Gaming Enterprise 
Board Chairman Mark Simms 
met with the ON Congressio-
nal Commerce, Gaming and 
Land Committee on Sept. 3 
as the 2019 Tzi-Zho Session 
started. The committee meet-
ing also took place as the Con-
gress considered action on the 
2020 fiscal year annual plan 
of operations for the Nation’s 
Gaming Enterprise of seven 
Osage Casino properties.

“I come bearing good news 
– we’re making a lot of money, 
so that’s always a good thing 
to say out loud,” Bighorse told 
the committee in opening re-
marks.

Mark Simms told the com-
mittee if improvements are 
done on the casinos, such as 
Sand Springs, and if Bartles-
ville and Pawhuska receive 
new casinos, the gaming reve-
nue could increase by an esti-
mated $5-$10 million.

The meeting discussion 
touched on the gaming com-
pact situation and other gam-
ing-related matters in general 
before the meeting moved into 
executive session to discuss 
business proprietary matters 
as allowed by Osage law.

“One thing that we are defi-
nitely, definitely dealing with 
is the Gov. Stitt approach to 
negotiating the compacts with 
the tribes, specifically with the 
Osage Nation,” Bighorse said. 

“He put out an article in the 
Tulsa World before even con-
sulting with anyone includ-
ing Principal Chief (Geoffrey) 
Standing Bear, which was very 
odd in our eyes because that’s 
not how you really start a ne-
gotiation. To this date, there 
have been no negotiations be-
tween the (Nation) and the 
state regarding the compact.”

“We’ve been advised by our 
legal counsel, they’re pretty 
firm in saying that compact 
will renew in January (2020), 
that’s kind of the sticking 
point for Gov. Stitt, he’s say-
ing it expires, we’re saying it 
renews. So what this means is 
there’s going to be a big poten-
tial for this to end up in court 
and it could take a while to get 
resolved,” Bighorse said. “So 
what we’ve been working on is 
potential impacts to the Osage 
Casino, we have contingency 
plans in place to convert most, 
if not all, our games to Class II 
from Class III.”

“Thanks to a smart staff, 
we’ve been ahead of the curve 
… Class III gaming in Okla-
homa includes table games, so 
right now we’re talking about 
what’s going to happen with 
our employees, we’re going to 
run through some scenarios, 
but you can imagine if Class 
III gaming stops, we’re going 
to have a situation we’re going 
to have to address with those 
employees – it’s about 82 em-
ployees right now system-wide 
… I do want to caution ev-
erybody it’s pure speculation 
at this point, there’s no way 
to tell you how much it could 
affect us because nobody real-
ly knows … everybody (other 
tribes with gaming operations) 
is in the same flux,” Bighorse 
said.

As for new casino properties 
at Pawhuska and Bartlesville, 
Bighorse provided a brief up-

date since the land-into-trust 
status for both properties 
is still ongoing and must be 
completed for gaming to be 
conducted on those lands pur-
chased by the Nation.

“We have been working on 
the land-into-trust situation 
for a number of years, we do 
believe we are at the finish 
line,” Bighorse said of the trust 
applications for new Pawhus-
ka and Bartlesville casino 
properties. “Right now to go 
ahead, we’re seeking approval 
for an architect or engineer of 
record for both of those proper-
ties … get documents in hand, 
ready to come back at the next 
opportune time to talk about 
what it’s going to cost” to build 
both properties.

For a timeline, Bighorse not-
ed “it’s about a 12- to 18-month 

process once you start this in 
order to get the dirt turning 
to get it operational, that’s the 
experience we’ve seen just re-
cently with Tulsa (casino/ ho-
tel). The reason we’re asking 
for both of them is by building 
both of them concurrently, 
you will save money on con-
struction costs because a lot of 
the (subcontractors) can come 
from Tulsa, or Bartlesville or 
Ponca City … You’re talking 
a significant amount of dollars 
associated with these projects. 
To me, you can get ahead of the 
game, you can be shovel-ready 
when the land comes into trust 
and then we can put together a 
construction cost package and 
come back to this body and say 
‘this is what it’s going to cost 
and this is how we’re going 

to pay for it’ and then we can 
move on from there.”

With a proposed concurrent 
building plan for building both 
new Pawhuska and Bartles-
ville casino properties at the 
same time, Bighorse estimat-
ed both will open within a few 
months of each other. The con-
current building of two casino 
properties mirrors a similar 
plan used to build the Ponca 
City and Skiatook casino and 
hotel properties, which both 
opened in December 2013 ap-
proximately two weeks apart. 

On Sept. 19, the 12-member 
Congress voted unanimously 
to approve ONCR 19-21 (spon-
sored by Congresswoman Alice 
Goodfox), which is a resolution 
declaring consent and approv-
al of the annual plan of opera-
tions for the casinos.

and Office of Attorney General 
following debate. Afterward, 
Potts filed two new budget 
bills for those two entities for 
consideration again along with 
other pending budget and ap-
propriation bills. Those refilled 
budget bills are:

• ONCA 19-94 (Potts) is the 
$1.7 million budget bill for 
the Office of the Attorney 
General.

• ONCA 19-95 (Potts) is the 
Judicial Branch’s FY 2020 
budget for $413,691.

• ONCA 19-96 (Potts) 
is a separate bill to 
appropriate $4,933 for 
employee merit payments 
for Judicial Branch 
employees and $7,824 to 
the Legislative Branch 
for merit payments 
in accordance with 

the Workforce Pay for 
Performance Act.

With the session’s end com-
ing, the committee discussion 
also mentioned that extend-
ing the session up to three 
additional days as allowed by 
Osage law would be possible. 
“If we can, I want that to be 
taken into consideration,” said 
Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox, adding “this is worthy of 
extending the session.”

Copies of filed legislative 
bills and resolutions, as well as 
Congressional meeting notices 
and agendas for sessions are 
posted online to the Legislative 
Branch website at: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch

Follow the Osage News on 
Facebook, Twitter or check 
the newspaper’s website at 
www.osagenews.org for any 
updates during the 2019  
Tzi-Zho Session.




