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Martin Scorsese meets with
Chief Standing Bear about
‘Killers of the Flower Moon’
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Famed Hollywood director
Martin Scorsese and his team
met with Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear today for
two-and-a-half hours in the
Executive Conference room on
the Osage Nation campus.
The main theme of the meeting was how could the Osage
Nation help with the filming
of the upcoming adaptation
of David Grann’s bestselling
novel about the Osage Reign
of Terror, “Killers of the Flower Moon.” The reign of terror
is arguably the most sinister
time in Osage history in the
past 100 years.
“We want to make sure your
people have everything they
need, in terms of Osage artisans, Osage language … those
people are still here in the
community and would love to
See Scorsese

—Continued on Page 4
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The childhood home of Maria and Marjorie Tallchief in Fairfax, Okla.,
has long been abandoned. It is commonly known throughout Osage
County as the Tallchief Mansion.

Standing Bear shares
presentation on Scorsese visit
at Osage Impact gathering
Benny Polacca
Osage News

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Director Martin Scorsese stands with Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear on July 26 in Pawhuska.

Nearly one month after Hollywood film director
Martin Scorsese visited the
Osage Nation, Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear provided more updates related to the upcoming filming of “Killers of the
Flower Moon.”
Standing Bear spoke to

approximately 20 attendees
at the Aug. 21 meeting hosted by citizens group Osage
Impact at the Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church
Parish Hall.
“The mission of Osage Impact is to be a positive voice
on issues that affect the
Osage way of life. We strive
to advocate, educate and
See Gathering

—Continued on Page 4

National Portrait Gallery acquires
portrait of Shonke Mon thi^ by
artist Ken Gonzales-Day
National Portrait Gallery
Smithsonian Institution

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Master Teacher Herman “Mogri” Lookout explains the syntax of an
Osage language sentence to the more than 200 attendees of the 9th
annual Dhegiha Language Preservation Conference at the Quapaw
Nation’s Downstream Casino and Resort on July 31.

Six tribes come together
with one purpose:
Language Preservation
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
QUAPAW, Okla. – The
organizers for the annual Dhegiha conference only
planned for 150 participants,
but more than 200 came.
Elders, teachers, students
and their children came from
northeastern Oklahoma and
Nebraska to attend the 9th
Annual Dhegiha Language
Preservation Conference at
the Quapaw Nation’s Downstream Casino and Resort.
This year’s theme is “Our
Dhegiha Children.”
Osage presenters included
Herman “Mogri” Lookout “Reviving Our Language Without
Speakers,” Talee Redcorn and

TJ Redcorn “Imparting Osage
Language for the Next Generation,” Christopher Cote
“Osage Language; Revitalizing More Than Words,” and
Rodney Burris “Corrupted –
Our Language.”
Lookout presented and described his upbringing by his
grandmother and parents,
who all spoke Osage in the
home. He talked about the
formation of the Osage Language department, the need
for and formation of the Osage
orthography and the growing
number of young Osages who
are eager to learn.
“We’re hungry for our
See Dhegiha

—Continued on Page 3

The Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery announces
the acquisition of a photograph
of the bust of Shonke Mon thi^,
who was a prominent warrior
and spiritual leader of the
Osage people and hereditary
Chief of the Pa tso li^ Big Hill
Band at the turn of the 20th
century. This work by Latino
artist Ken Gonzales-Day was
first displayed by the Portrait
Gallery in “UnSeen: Our Past
in a New Light, Ken Gonza-

great-grandchildren of Shonke
Mon thi^, as well as the Osage
Nation Historic Preservation
Office and the Traditional Cultural Advisors Committee.”
In the early 20th century,
Shonke Mon thi^ was a priest
and one of the most decorated
warriors of the Osage. In his
role as priest, Shonke Mon
thi^ closely guarded specific
clan rituals. He was also an
early practitioner of the Native American Church. By the
end of his life in 1919, he had
received all thirteen war honors or O-don from his Nation.
As a young man, he earned
his name, which translates to
See Shonke Mon thi^

—Continued on Page 10

Tribes win in federal
appeals court against FCC
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Photograph by Ken Gonzales-Day

Archival ink on rag paper, 2014
(printed 2017). 40 × 30 in. National
Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution
Credit: “Shonke Mon thi^, (Shunkamolah), Osage.” Bust made
April – Dec. 1904 by Frank Lemon after photographs and cast
completed Feb. 4, 1904 by the
United States National Museum
following Shonke Mon thi^’s visit
to Washington, D.C., as part of the
Osage Delegation.
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les-Day and Titus Kaphar,”
which was presented as part of
the museum’s 50th anniversary exhibition program.
“The acquisition of this portrait not only provides us with
an opportunity to present a
more inclusive view of American history but also to reflect
on how museums have acknowledged the identities and
contributions of Native Americans,” said Taína Caragol,
Curator of Latino Art and History, Smithsonian’s National
Portrait Gallery. “We are delighted to welcome this work
into the Portrait Gallery’s
collection, in accordance with
the wishes of Dr. Steven Pratt
and Dr. Joseph Shunkamolah,

WASHINGTON — A federal appeals court has determined
that the Federal Communications Commission’s attempt to deregulate small cell phone deployments – and leave tribes out of
the process – is arbitrary and capricious.
Siding with the Osage Nation and more than 20 other tribes,
a three-judge panel with the Court of Appeals for the District of
Columbia ruled Aug. 9 that the FCC downplayed the impacts of
an order that would allow for the expansion of small cell transmitters without public comment.
As approved by the FCC in 2018, the Wireless Infrastructure
Streamlining Order would have allowed cell phone companies to
skip tribal consultations before setting up small cell wireless anSee FCC

—Continued on Page 4
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Attendees of the 3rd Annual Osage Women’s Conference at the Osage Casino in Skiatook on Aug. 10 pose for a group photo in their broadcloth and Pendleton blankets. The broadcloth
blankets ranged from new to more than 100 years old, some beaded, some adorned with Osage yarnwork and others with Osage ribbonwork.

Women’s Conference raises more than
$8,000 for Osage/Pawnee CASA offices
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Jennifer Lookout, Osage,
suffered from addiction for
years. She lost her home, her
children and nearly her life
while she struggled with the
disease and everything that
came with it. But her story to
recovery is a success story not
often heard.
She detailed her struggles
and triumphs to the more than
150 attendees of the 3rd Annual Osage Women’s Conference,
which is a fundraiser for the
Pawnee/Osage Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)
office. The event celebrates
Osage women’s roles in culture
and society. This year’s conference, the biggest yet, raised
$8,200 for CASA operations.
“We are so thankful for the
Osage women who came to
the conference and gave their
time and attention for the
betterment of the children in
our community,” said Osage

Nation Congresswoman Paula Stabler, who is also one of
the event’s organizers. “Thank
You for spending the day with
us and your continued support
of CASA.”
The situation Lookout found
herself in, as do many others,
often involve their children,
the court system and the foster
care system. Lookout recovered from her addiction, has
regained custody of her youngest daughter and is becoming
closer and closer to her two
older children every day.
“I never thought an arrest
would save me,” Lookout said.
“I’m thankful for the court
and all its resources. I never
thought I would say that.”
Lookout went through the
Gateway House program and
the Inside Out Re-Entry Services, both rehabilitative programs for men and women
with high success rates. She is
now working as a House Manager for one of the programs

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

and helping women go through
the same struggles she did.
“I am more than my past
mistakes. The love and support
of others has shined a light for
me out of the darkness,” she
said. “This [Gateway House]
program is life changing. Getting the word out about these
resources is very important
and having support to your
healing is key.”
Also presenting at the conference was Courtney Neff,
a member of the Grayhorse
District who currently works
at the Osage Nation Historic
Preservation Office. She presented “A History of Women
in the Osage.” Organizers also
put on a play for the attendees, showing the many steps
a child has to go through from
the beginning of a domestic
violence incident, to its conclusion of the child going through
the court system.
Lou Anna Red Corn, Osage,
presented “Building a Road
for the Journey from Victim

to Survivor.” Red Corn is the
Fayette Commonwealth Attorney and Prosecutor on the
board of the National Children’s Alliance. She helped
create the Fayette County
Multi-Disciplinary team on
Child Sexual Abuse and she
is a founding board member of
the Child Advocacy Center of
the Bluegrass.
Osage artist Ruth Shaw
led a demonstration and discussion on Osage ribbonwork,
which prompted many of the
women in the audience to display their Osage ribbonwork
blankets and explain the history of who made them and
whether they were passed
down. Some of the ribbonwork
blankets were more than 100
years old.
Mary Jacobs, a teacher at
Daposka Ahnkodapi “Our
School,” presented her personal story of “Surviving the Foster Care System.” An Osage
Women’s Memorial was shown
that paid tribute to all of the

Osage women who passed
away during the past year.
And finally, all the women
were invited to put on their
ribbonwork blankets, or Pendleton blankets or shawls and
pose for a group photo. “You
don’t have to wear a blanket,
but we would like to show
ourselves as we are, Osage
Women,” said literature on the
event’s program.
Started in 2009, the Pawnee/Osage CASA program is a
nonprofit with volunteers serving at-risk children in county
court and tribal court cases in
both Pawnee and Osage counties. CASA volunteers are assigned to abused and neglected
Native American children in
the court system and monitor
their living conditions, school
activity, cultural activities,
and general well-being and report directly to the judge handling the child’s case. Helen
Norris has the been the director since 2009.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News
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Jennifer Lookout gives a presentation on her personal recov- Some of the items donated at the 3rd Annual Osage Womery from drug addiction to a house manager for the program en’s Conference at the Osage Casino in Skiatook on Aug. 10.
Gateway House. Her presentation moved many participants as
she spoke about her long road to recovery.

Terry Mason Moore (left) and her sister Tammy Lux show
some of their personal blankets at the 3rd Annual Osage
Women’s Conference at the Osage Casino in Skiatook on
Aug. 10.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Nation Congresswoman and Chairwoman
of the Osage Women’s
Conference, Paula Stabler,
speaks about the conference’s mission on Aug. 10.
Osage artist Ruth Shaw
presented the Artistry of
Ribbonwork.

604 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056
(918) 287-5668

www.osagenews.org
Editor
Shannon Shaw Duty
Senior Reporter
Benny Polacca
Staff Photographer
Cody Hammer

Both photos SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News Women from the Stabler Family model

The organizers for this year’s Osage Women’s Conference only
planned for 150 participants, but more than 150 attended
prompting Osage Casinos staff to set out more tables and chairs
for the crowd overflow.

broadcloth blankets adorned with Osage
ribbonwork, yarnwork, beadwork and embroidery. Some of the blankets were more
than 100 years old.
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ON Election Board Stillwater sixth grader lands
discusses rules and principal role on Sesame Street
regulation changes,
updated website
Tanner Holubar
CNHI News Oklahoma

Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the 2020 fiscal year
starting Oct. 1, the Osage
Nation’s Election Office will
receive an upgraded website to share voter and election information with the
Osage citizenry.
Election Supervisor Alexis
Rencountre told the Election
Board that plans to upgrade
the website is scheduled to
start in October with the
Nation’s Information Technologies Department taking
on the project.
The website will include
updated information and
documents on the elections
including voter registry request forms, absentee ballot
requests, address update requests, as well as requests
to participate in the privacy
program to opt out of receiving paid political campaign
mail from candidates.
The website will also include PDFs of the up-todate Osage election code
(law) and the election rules
and regulations for the
Nation’s general and special elections, Rencountre
told the Election Board
during its Aug. 13 meeting
in Pawhuska.
In 2020, the next general
election will be held June
1 to elect six ON Congress
members and to vote on
questions referred to the ballot for voter consideration.
Rencountre said the Congressional candidate filing
period starts in February
2020 and will close in March.
Election Board Chairwoman Shannon Lockett said the
new website will have election information handy for
those already considering
a run for office. Rencountre
noted the election code does
not have any recent changes from the last revised bill
(ONCA 17-107) passed by
Congress during the 2017
Tzi-Zho Session, but revised rules and regulations
(ONCR 19-10) received Congressional approval during
the 2019 Hun-Kah Session
in April.
Lockett briefed incoming
Election Board alternate
member Fred Byers, who
was present at the meeting, on the election govern-

ing documents. She noted
the rules and regulations
contained revisions make
clear that election candidates must open and utilize
a separate bank account
for campaign contributions
and expenditures.
“I feel like we elaborated
on some of the language,”
Rencountre said of the rules
to open campaign bank accounts. The campaign bank
accounts are a significant
part of the election season as
the candidates are required
to submit two campaign reporting statements listing
their donations, self-donations and expenditures for
campaign-related costs, per
the rules and regulations.
Lockett told Byers the
Election Board reviews and
certifies the campaign reporting statements once
the reports and supporting
documents are submitted
to specify the candidate’s
campaign donations and
spending of that money. In
the 2018 election, Lockett
said a few candidates submitted reports, but did not
use their campaign bank accounts for its purpose resulting in candidate fines to the
Election Office.
“The next election cycle is
going to be very strict – everything has to go through
that account so that we can
certify them without a doubt,
we know everything went in,
everything came out and we
hope that will make it easier for (future candidates)
as well.”
As an alternate board
member, Byers and other
alternate Anita Fields only
serve as voting board members should a sitting board
member recuse his/ herself
from election matters in the
event an election candidate
is a board member’s immediate family, lives with the
board member or is a business partner, according to
the election code.
For more information on
the elections, to register or
update addresses for voting, and to request absentee
ballots, contact the Election Office toll-free at (877)
560-5286 or visit its current
website at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
elections

Lulu Goodfox is one of several students in the Stillwater
area set to begin sixth grade
in the next few weeks, but
her summer has included her
receiving an opportunity to
pursue her dream of being an
actress.
She is the daughter of Jeff
and Alyssa Goodfox. Lulu,
who is a native of the Osage
and Pawnee tribes, recently
booked a principal role on the
series Sesame Street.
She has attended an academy at The Actor Factory In
Norman, where she received
training on acting in front of
a camera, as well as learning
what it takes to improve as an
actor. She has also performed
in stage productions by Town
& Gown Theatre, Stage Right
and Pawnee Arts. In July, she
attended an audition for the
Sesame Street role, and was
one of six selected from around
200 who auditioned.
“It’s really exciting,” Lulu

Woolaroc Museum &
Wildlife Preserve Facebook page

Lulu Goodfox, who is of Osage and
Pawnee descent, during filming for
a part of Sesame Street at Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve.
Goodfox wore her Osage clothes
for filming.

said. “I was really surprised
because once you get the first
part, they have you go through
another series where they ask
you questions through email.
I didn’t get a response right
away, but it was really exciting. My mom cried and I had
tears in my eyes … it was really surprising, I was excited.”
Lulu was filmed for the role
on Monday at Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve, and
she wore traditional Osage
clothing for the role. The role is
for a premise in which Sesame
Street characters are traveling
across the United States and
meeting kids who talk about
life in their respective hometowns. Kids had to be Oklahoma residents for the audition
she attended.

Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve Facebook page

Lulu Goodfox, who is of Osage and Pawnee descent, during filming for a
part of Sesame Street at Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve. Goodfox
wore her Osage clothes for filming.

Lulu’s mother, Alyssa, said
even though her daughter is
on film, they won’t know if
Lulu made the episode until
it airs on TV. But with Lulu
being Native American, the
opportunity for her to potentially be featured in an episode
of Sesame Street is another
opportunity for someone of
Native American descent to be
featured in a major medium.
“There are just so few Native
Americans in media and on
TV. So when we do see it, we’re
so excited to see each other in
any form or format whatsoever,” Alyssa said. “I think it’s
just been super exciting…just
to read the comments, it’s all
been supportive, and it’s people we don’t know or may never meet, but they are just so
happy to see someone in that
format. So we’re really hopeful
that she does make that final
cut, but just to be given the opportunity is a big deal.”
Lulu said it made her happy knowing how proud her
family was of her getting the
opportunity, and the news of
the role was shared by Osage
News and has made rounds
on social media. Alyssa said
while they don’t know if Lulu
will appear in the episode, it
would be great opportunity for
Native Americans around the
country to connect with seeing
somebody like them on TV.
“We’ll see, I guess, we really
don’t know. I hope it happens,
and it would just be one more
format to see a Native Ameri-

Dhegiha

–from Page 1

traditional values,” Lookout
said. “Our younger people,
even more.”
Chairman of the Dhegiha Preservation Society William Lynn said the idea for
the conference came in 2004
when Lookout and Tracey Ann
Moore recognized a need to
bring language speakers together from the six Dhegiha
tribes made up of the Kaw,
Omaha, Osage, Ponca, Northern Ponca and Quapaw tribes.
“We wouldn’t be anywhere
right now, if it weren’t for Uncle Mog,” Lynn said.
Lookout described the series
of events that led the Osage to
lose their language.
Osages in the early to mid
1900s recognized that the next
generations would need to become educated to survive and
thrive in American society,
so they sent their children to
boarding schools. Receiving educations and encouraging young
Osages to leave behind and put
away their Osage culture led to
the erasure of traditions.
“It’s allowed us to lose
our language and lose some
of our traditional values,”
Lookout said.
He said his elders told him
that his generation could not
understand the old religion

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Participants of the Dhegiha Language Conference pose for a group photo at the Downstream Casino & Resort
in Quapaw.

they had in Kansas before they
moved to Oklahoma, or their
traditions. His elders said they
gave his generation and those
after him something new to
carry on, the Inlonshka and
the Native American Church.
He said the Grayhorse people accepted their drum from
the Ponca, and the Hominy
and Pawhuska Districts accepted their drums from the
Kaw. He said his elders told
him that prayers were said
by those who could still make
those prayers to oversee generations of Osages to come.
“So, our drums come to us as
a way to replace a lot of things.

They took those drums and
turned it into a social dance
and that social dance has lasted us until now,” he said.
“We have over probably ...
straight dancers are around
300, getting close to 400 on a
Saturday night and just that
much women on the outside, so
sometimes we have 800 dancers under our arbors.
“It’s going to get that way
and someday we’re going to
outgrow it.”
He also showed slides of his
recent work on understanding
the syntax of Osage sentences.
He showed how he deconstructed sentences to learn the syn-

tax of the language structure.
Osage language students who
are interested in studying the
syntax of Osage sentences can
take a class every Wednesday
at 10:30 a.m. at the Pawhuska
language offices with Lookout.
“I’ll never see Osage really
documented and completed
and ready to put a curriculum
in place,” Lookout said. “But
I want to leave something for
our young people to pick up
and maybe some young person will see some documents
laying in the corner and pick
it up and say, ‘Hey, that’s
Mog’s work.””
Speakers and preservation-

can child,” Alyssa said. “There
are Native Americans all over,
and for a Native American
child in California to see her
and say, ‘Hey, look. That girl is
all the way in Oklahoma and
she looks kind of like me.’ So
that would be neat.”
Lulu said she thinks the experience she has gained from
learning more about acting
will lead to more opportunities for her moving forward.
She said when she grows up,
she wants to either be a wellknown Broadway actress or
well-known actress. She likes
theater performances due to
being able to gauge how she is
performing based on the reactions from the crowd.
“I really like watching
shows. I like to watch and feed
off of it, off of what they’re
showing,” Lulu said. “When
I’m done with a show, I realize when I did a good job and
I learn from it. It’s just really
fun for me, it’s a really fun experience. Like the crew you’re
with, is so fun, it’s like another
family that you hang out with.”
Alyssa said there hasn’t
been a bad experience yet with
anything Lulu has performed
in, which has been a welcoming experience for all involved.
“Every project she’s done has
been super kid friendly,” Alyssa said. “With Town & Gown,
she was the only kid in the cast
or crew, but after spending so
much time with that amount
of people, you just grow close.
It’s all been very amazing.”
ists from the five other tribes
also presented and spoke of
their struggles. Teachers from
the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska,
which brought a charter bus
of 56 people and others who
drove themselves, said they
recently requested their tribal council to declare a state of
emergency for their language.
They said they are down to
14 speakers.
The mission statement of the
Dhegiha Preservation Society
states that the Osage, Omaha, Quapaw, Kaw, Ponca and
Northern Ponca peoples are
bound to one another through
a shared history, ancient social, political and cultural
relationships and a common
language, the latter of which is
in jeopardy of extinction. Cognizant of the critical important
of the Dhegiha Language to
the cultural and social well-being of each respective tribe,
the undersigned do hereby
come together to establish the
Dhegiha Preservation Society
for the purpose of protecting,
preserving and perpetuating
the Dhegiha Language through
training, education, publication, program development,
curriculum development, outreach and social and cultural
exchange activities.
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Famed Hollywood director Martin Scorsese and Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear discuss details about Osage history in
Pawhuska on July 26.

Director Martin Scorsese walks with his staff and Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear after a meeting in Pawhuska on July 26.

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear listens as Martin
Scorsese tells a story at the Office of the Chiefs in Pawhuska on July 26.

Scorsese

–from Page 1

help,” Standing Bear said. “We
are very thankful you are here
and that you are willing to tell
this story.”
At the meeting with Scorsese was Producer Emma
Tillinger Koskoff and Co-Producer/Researcher
Marianne
Bower. Other team members
who were not present for the

they would be researching and
working with the Nation on
getting those accurate.
Quick to laugh, easy going
and full of stories, Scorsese
and Standing Bear discussed
the aspects of the film, but also
spoke about their lives, families and interests. Scorsese
also noted that his longtime
friend and colleague, Robert
DeNiro will play the murderer
Bill Hale.

“What really got to
me, was the intrinsic
sense of evil,” he said.
“What is it in us that
makes us capable of
committing these
acts of evil.”
Director Martin Scorsese
meeting were Executive Producer Georgia Kacandes and
Production Designer Dante
Ferretti. Representing the
Nation was Chad Renfro and
Addie Roanhorse, who Standing Bear appointed as ambassadors for the Nation for the
project.
Scorsese confirmed that
they will be working closely
with the Osage Nation on the
aspects of culture, history and
the language. He said working
on a film for him is a journey
and that one of his favorite
parts of that journey is learning the history and the culture.
Standing Bear said in the
1920s, Osages were still wearing their traditional clothing
and speaking the language.
Osage full bloods walked the
streets of Pawhuska in the
1920s wearing their blankets.
Tillinger Koskoff said it was
aspects of history such as how
Osage full bloods conducted
themselves in the 1920s that

Pre-production has already
begun on the film and will pick
up speed in November. The
film will be shot in the spring
and summer of 2020. Leonardo
DiCaprio is set to star.
Imperative Entertainment
COO John Atwood said they
want to film the movie in
Osage County and talks are
currently ongoing with the
State film office.
Standing Bear asked Scorsese what drew him to the
project, he said his manager
Rick Yorn gave him a copy of
Grann’s book and after reading it he knew it was a project he wanted to be a part of.
He said has always been “obsessed” with the Midwest and
the story of America and its
expansion west.
“What really got to me, was
the intrinsic sense of evil,” he
said. “What is it in us that
makes us capable of committing these acts of evil.”

empower,” reads the group’s
statement on its Facebook
page.
Founded in 2018, the Osage
Impact group has met periodically to discuss issues including ON Congressional
sessions, proposed legislation
and has invited Standing Bear
and other elected officials to
the meetings to discuss the
topics and field questions.
In providing more information on the Scorsese’s film team
visits to the Nation, Standing
Bear noted a production team,
including artistic director Dante Ferretti, visited the Nation
more than a year ago when
former ON Museum Director
Hallie Winter was still working there. The team visited the
museum one day around 3:30
p.m. “and they were looking
at all the pictures, artifacts
and they were taking pictures
and (Winter) didn’t know they
were coming.”
Based on David Grann’s
bestselling book about the
Osage Reign of Terror, “Killers
of the Flower Moon: The Osage
Indian Murders and the Birth
of the FBI,” the movie project
is slated for filming in 2020
with actors Leonardo DiCaprio
and Robert DeNiro signed on.
Once learning of the production team’s visit, Standing
Bear said he knew “we better
do something” and he reached
out to Osage members Chad
Renfro and Addie Roanhorse
to serve as ambassadors for
the film project and efforts to
reach out to Imperative Entertainment began.
The talks resulted in having Imperative Entertainment
executives visit the Nation in
January 2018 for touring the
Nation’s historic sites and visiting with Osages including
Grayhorse District elders Marvin Stepson and Mary Jo Webb
and the executives were invited to an Osage dinner hosted by Renfro and Roanhorse,
Standing Bear recalled.
At the dinner, the Imperative executives stood up and
made comments including
“we want to make a movie the
Osage people can be proud of”
and “they were going to tell
the story through the eyes of
Mollie (Burkhart) and how an
Osage woman went through
such tragedy and survived
through that time,” Standing
Bear said.
After the Imperative visit
and as time went on, Standing Bear said he received
reports that possible film location scouts were visiting area
communities including Fairfax, Bartlesville and back to
Pawhuska. Finally, “it wasn’t
too long ago when we got a
call from Chad saying Martin
Scorsese wants to come look at
the sites and what time can he
come see you?”
When
Scorsese
visited

FCC

–from Page 1

tennae that are less than 200
feet tall or not adjacent to
an airport.
The order would have
carved out an exemption to
both the National Historic Preservation Act and the
National Environmental Policy Act, which require that
tribes be consulted before
any infrastructure projects
are started.
Additionally, the order
would have eliminated the
legal obligation for wireless companies to pay upfront fees to tribes when
providing an opportunity to
comment on proposed cell
tower projects.
Tribes’ historical preservation offices often use those
fees to cover the costs of studies to determine whether a
proposed tower would impact
any historical sites.
As per court filings, the
FCC is projecting more
than 25,000 new cell towers – most of them shorter and closer together -- in
the coming months as part

Pawhuska on July 26, people in downtown Pawhuska
broke out their cameras and
smartphones to snapshots of
Scorsese and his team as they
walked the streets to view the
buildings following the visit
with Standing Bear.
On his visit with Scorsese,
Standing Bear said: “We talked for two-and-a-half hours, he
was a very interesting man.
Just shortly into it, I asked a
good question ‘are you going
to film here?’ And he said yes.
And then I turned to (producer) Emma Tillinger Koskoff
and asked ‘how much of the
movie are you going to film
here?’ and she said ‘all of it.’”
In
discussing
locations
around the Nation, Standing
Bear referred to the vacant
Superintendent’s House next
to the Executive Branch and “I
told Mr. Scorsese ‘if you want
to use that, it needs some renovation.’”
Scorsese and his team also
visited the historic Osage
County Courthouse, which will
be used in the film and later
visited Fairfax, Standing Bear
said.
Congresswoman Paula Stabler asked if the Nation has
plans for tourism with an expected increase in visitors
due to interest in the film and
Grann’s book.
Standing Bear said he’s
been in talks with Osage writer Elise Paschen, who is the
daughter of the late Osage Prima Ballerina Maria Tallchief,
about possibly donating the
historic vacant Tallchief Mansion in Fairfax to the Nation
where her mother and aunt
Marjorie Tallchief grew up.
“She goes ‘well the Tallchief
Mansion is falling apart, my
aunt Marjorie is still alive, but
we can donate to the Osage
Nation that ground,” Standing
Bear recalled. At that time,
the Hominy Wellness Center
was under construction and
Standing Bear asked the construction company, Arrowhead
Builders LLC, to look at the
mansion.
“(Arrowhead Builders) went
over there and they checked
it and said it’s structurally
sound,” Standing Bear said. As
talks continued with Paschen,
Standing Bear said he would
also like to see memorials established for both the Reign
of Terror victims and also for
Paschen’s mother and aunt.
“I can tell you we are working on that transaction now,
but it’s going to take a lot of
money to fix it up,” he said.
“We’re going to pursue it longterm through private funding.”
Another historic building
targeted for renovation work
is the ON Museum, which received a $250,000 appropriation from ON Congress during
the June Special Session to begin the planning/ architectural
work for an expanded building.
The idea for expanding the
museum came about during
a discussion with Grann who
of an effort to build up 5G
network coverage.
In the decision, the three
judge panel declined to say
whether the FCC failed to
meet the consultation requirement
necessary
to
implement the order, but
determined that the commission did not follow the established processes to receive a
categorical exception to the
NHPA or NEPA.
“In particular, the commission failed to justify its
confidence that small cell
deployments pose little to
no cognizable religious, cultural or environmental risk,
particularly given the vast
number of deployments and
the reality that the order
will principally affect small
cells that require new construction,” Judge Cornelia
Pillard wrote. “The commission accordingly did not,
pursuant to its public interest authority … adequately
address possible harms of
deregulation and benefits of
environmental and historic
preservation review.”
Despite public comments
from multiple tribes nationwide against the proposed

stated he wanted to see some
type of memorial for the Reign
of Terror victims, but not a
statue. Grann visited the Nation in recent years while researching his book and became
friends with retired ON Museum director Kathryn Redcorn.
Discussions with Grann
then started on expanding the
museum, who noted he knows
potential donors in New York
City who could help fund the
expansion. Grann said he
would need conceptual designs
of the museum expansion to
show those individuals and entities that may express interest in donating to the museum
project.
Standing Bear then asked
current ON Museum Director Marla Redcorn-Miller and
Kathryn Redcorn to consult
with his office on expansion
plans and to hire an architect
with museum planning experience.
So far, preliminary museum expansion plans call for
“tripling the size and have a
section for ‘In memory of those
…’ for that terrible time, in our
museum, but we need to take it
step by step and they’re working on it, then bid it out and
get the concept design, then
comes the architect and engineering,” said Standing Bear.
Dr. Carol Conner, who is editor of The Fairfax Chief, also
attended the Osage Impact
meeting and noted the Imperative Entertainment team
came to Fairfax and looked at
the Tall Chief Theatre during
the 2018 visit before its roof
received tornado damage later that year. At that time, the
team expressed interest in using the theatre for a movie premiere event, Conner said.
During the recent Scorsese
visit, the Imperative team revisited Fairfax and Conner’s
husband, Dr. Joe Conner
(Osage), noted the storm damage and the Imperative people
said “that’s not that big a problem,” Conner recalled. The
Tall Chief Theatre was built by
Alex Tall Chief in 1928 when
his daughters, Maria and Marjorie Tallchief, were young and
the building is now owned by
the nonprofit Fairfax Community Foundation.
Standing Bear also told the
Scorsese team there are lots
of Osages who would like to
partake in the film project.
As time gets closer to filming,
Osage involvement with the
film will be sought at a later
date, Standing Bear was told.
An email account has been
established to take inquiries
about the film, Standing Bear
also announced during the
Osage Impact meeting. That
email address for inquiries is:
KFMGeneral@gmail.com.
change, the FCC approved
the order in March 2018 by a
3-2 vote along party lines in
an effort to expedite the expansion of 5G technology.
Along with the United
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee
Indians and Osage Nation,
four other Oklahoma tribes
filed the initial challenge in
May 2018 to the FCC’s order.
Since that initial filing,
tribes from across the country joined the litigation,
including the Sac and Fox
Nation, Delaware Tribe of
Indians, Thlopthlocco Tribal Town, the Peoria Tribe,
Tonkawa Tribe, the Apache
Tribe of Oklahoma, the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, the
Mescalero Apache Tribe, the
Alabama-Quassarte Tribal
Town, Montana’s Fort Belknap Indian Community, the
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana
and the Rosebud Sioux Tribe.
An inter-tribal organization, the Natural Resources Defense Council and the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation in the United
States joined the fray as well.
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Four Osages file new oil
and gas mismanagement
case in federal court
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
WASHINGTON — Claiming federal mismanagement
of oil and gas royalties, a
group of Osage shareholders has filed a proposed class
action lawsuit with the U.S.
Court of Federal Claims.
On Aug. 21, four Osage
shareholders, Tara Damron, William Fletcher, Richard Lonsinger and Kathryn
Red Corn filed a four-count
lawsuit with the U.S.
Court of Federal Claims,
seeking $100 million in
damages from the federal
government due to shoddy
bookkeeping and management of the mineral estate’s
royalty payments.
Specifically, the group
is claiming that the federal government breached
its trust responsibilities by
overcharging shareholders
for gross production tax payments to the state of Oklahoma, inaccurately reporting
financial transfers involving headright funds and
not providing regular accurate financial statements to
headright owners.
According to the complaint, the federal government charged the maximum
amount allowed for gross
production tax on royalties, regardless of what the
state’s actual rate was at the
time.
Additionally, the management system used to oversee
the Osage mineral estate, in-

cluding headright payments,
was the subject of a scathing
October 2014 report from
the Department of Interior’s
Office of Inspector General
that labeled the accounting
procedures used as “fundamentally flawed.”
The financial records at
the heart of the complaint
were made available to the
four plaintiffs by a previous
class action lawsuit brought
forward by Osage shareholders.
Initially filed in 2002 as
a voting rights case, Fletcher vs. United States alleged
that the federal government mismanaged Osage
headright owners’ oil and
gas royalties and violated
its trust responsibilities to
those individuals by failing
to account for its management of the Osage mineral
estate, allowing headrights
to be unlawfully transferred
to non-Osages and by restricting participation in
Osage elections to headright
holders.
The case was granted
class action status in February 2014 and in 2015, the
plaintiffs were granted a detailed, organized accounting
of the Osages’ trust income.
In 2017, the 10th Circuit
Court of Appeals upheld a
ruling from the Northern
District of Oklahoma that
the approximately 5,000
plaintiffs were entitled to
an accounting dating back
to 2002, rather than 1972 as
originally sought.

Osage LLC leadership
sets record straight on
construction projects
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
Osage LLC is not interested
in another government bailout, thanks.
Speaking before the Congress’ Commerce and Economic Development Committee
on July 30, Executive Vice
President Gina Gray made
a different request while updating the legislature on the
company’s status.
“We need work,” Gray said.
“I’m not here to ask for money.
I’m here to ask for work.”
“We are ready and willing to
get to work.”
The company is wrapping
up a contract at Tinker Air
Force Base and recently signed
a renewal agreement for work
at Fort Leonard Wood in central Missouri. Its leadership
has been making the rounds
in an effort to secure additional federal contracts, but the
search is still ongoing while
attempting to restore the
business’ reputation.
Attempts are underway to
rebuild the company’s relationship with Tinker Air Force
Base’s contracting officers to
pursue additional construction
projects in the future, but as
Osage LLC’s leadership cautioned the legislative branch,
those efforts will take time.
At one point in late 2018,
Osage LLC had 25 outstanding construction projects at the
central Oklahoma base alone.
All but three projects have
since been closed.
“We had people on site who
were collecting a check, but
they were not doing the work,”
Quality Control Officer Molly Franks said, referring to a
now-former subcontractor that
represented Osage LLC at Tinker Air Force.
When pressed by Congressman Scott BigHorse about ru-

mors floating around during
this year’s Inlonshka, Gray
confirmed to the committee
members that Osage LLC currently does not have a business

“We need work,”
Gray said. “I’m
not here to ask for
money. I’m here to
ask for work.”
Gina Gray,

Osage LLC Executive Vice President
relationship with the Pawnee Nation, or any businesses
owned by the tribe.
Osage
LLC
previously
worked with a Pawnee-owned
construction firm. That relationship was terminated in
writing in January after an indepth performance audit determined that the construction
firm was improperly charging
Osage LLC and not performing the work laid out in
the contract.
As of July 31, Osage LLC
leadership had not received
any response to the termination letter or their claims
that they are owed more than
$51,000 by the business.
“At the end of the day, the
documentation speaks for itself,” Gray said, referencing a
stack of documents provided
to members of the Commerce
Committee. “Receipts. Letters
and notices from contracting
officers showing that the work
isn’t getting done and they’re
not happy. They’re asking …
‘Why aren’t you guys out here?
Why haven’t you started?’”
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The Osage Veterans Memorial, located on the Osage Nation Campus next to the Osage Nation Museum in
Pawhuska.

Osage Nation Museum calls
for Osage veteran information
Deadline for submissions is Friday, Oct. 4.

Osage News
The Osage Nation Museum is collecting information on the Osage veterans listed on the
Osage Veterans Memorial for an upcoming
exhibit. They are requesting bios, stories and
photographs for an upcoming exhibit on Osage
veterans, according to the museum’s website.

If participants would like a hard-copy form,
contact the museum via email at Marla.Redcorn-Miller@osagenation-nsn.gov or call (918)
287-5222. To download a form visit https://
forms.osagenation-nsn.gov/view.php?id=63313

Osage Gaming Commission
approves standards for
craps at Osage Casinos
Benny Polacca
Osage News
To expand Osage Casino
amenities to include live craps,
the Osage Nation Gaming
Commission approved game
internal control standards on
Aug. 14.
During the regular monthly meeting in Pawhuska, the
three-member Gaming Commission
unanimously
approved the craps standards
referred to as a System of
Internal Control Standards
(SICS) to offer the games in
the Nation’s casinos.
Gaming Commission Executive Director Elizabeth
Hembree said Osage Casino
management would decide
which of the seven casinos
would offer craps.
According to the National
Indian Gaming Commission,
SICS are comprised of written polices, procedures and
standard practices “specifically designed to create a system of checks and balances to
safeguard the integrity of a
gaming operation and protect
its assets from unauthorized
access, misappropriation, forgery, theft or fraud.”

Hembree said the Gaming
Commission also received a
letter from the casino gaming
compliance team recommend-

“System of Internal
Control Standards
(SICS) are comprised
of written policies,
procedures and
standard practices
‘specifically designed
to create a system of
checks and balances
to safeguard the
integrity of a gaming
operation…”
ing that craps be allowed at
the casino following group efforts to formulate and review
the proposed SICS for craps.
The Gaming Commission’s

attorney Eugene Bertman said
he also reviewed the SICS after “a lengthy process” and
recommended approval. At an
Aug. 7 emergency meeting to
consider one item, the Gaming
Enterprise Board approved
the craps SICS.
Gaming Commission Board
members
Michael
Kidder
(chairman), Larraine Wilcox
and Gary Weyl unanimously
approved the SICS for craps.
In March, the Gaming Commission approved SICS, as
well as Tribal Internal Control Standards, to offer live
roulette starting with one
table at the Tulsa casino,
which is the Nation’s largest
gaming property.
The approved craps standards for Osage Casinos
comes one year after Oklahoma lawmakers approved a
state law allowing ball and
dice games at tribal casinos,
which includes craps. After
the state law passed, the ON
Congress approved amendments to the tribe’s gaming
compact that would allow ball
and dice games at Osage Casinos during an August 2018
special session.

ON Congress to meet for 2019
Tzi-Zho Session starting Sept. 3
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation
Congress will convene for its
2019 Tzi-Zho Session starting
Tuesday Sept. 3 at 10 a.m.
at the ON Capitol Building
in Pawhuska.
The Congress will consider filed legislative bills, resolutions and other matters
brought to the Legislative
Branch for review and action
with the main priority of the
session focusing on the 2020
fiscal year budgets for the Nation’s government operations.
The current fiscal year ends
on Sept. 30 and the 2020 fiscal
year starts Oct. 1.
Per the Osage Constitution,
the Congress shall convene
twice annually in regular sessions that are six months apart

with the second one titled the
Tzi-Zho Session.
The sessions are limited to
24 days, but may be extended
three extra days at the written request of two-thirds of the
12-member Congress.
Throughout the session, the
Congress typically uses committee meetings to initially
consider the budgets for the
Nation’s government operations, entities, boards and
commissions.
Budgets to be considered include those for the government
branches include: the various
Executive Branch departments/ programs; the Office of
the Chiefs administration; the
Legislative Branch and its respective Congressional Office
operations; boards and commissions; cultural donations;
the Attorney General’s Office,
which operates independent

of the three branches; and the
Judicial Branch for the tribal
courthouse operations.
Congressional
committee
meetings will also be held for
initial consideration of board
and commission member appointments subject to Congressional confirmation votes
to serve full three-year terms.
Congressional meeting notices and agendas for sessions
and committee meetings are
posted online to the Legislative Branch calendar at:
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/congress-legislative-branch/calendar
The session and committee meetings held in the ON
Capitol Building are public
meetings (excluding executive sessions allowed by Osage
law) and will be live streamed
at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
multimedia/live-media.
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Osage Congressman holds town hall event in Pawhuska
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Ahead of the 2019 Tzi-Zho
Session, Osage Congressman
Eli Potts hosted a town hall
event on Aug. 22 to discuss
legislative matters with the
Osage public.
More than 35 constituents
came to the Pawhuska Community Center to hear from
Potts who was the main host
of “Congress on Your Corner:
Pawhuska Town Hall.” Potts
said he is interested in holding more events for public
outreach “so you know exactly
where I’ll be at, what time so
you can better get a hold of us
and let us know your opinion,”
he told the crowd.
For Potts, he said “the first
one of these was (at the United
Osages of Southern California
gathering) where I met a lot of
fellow Osages out there, heard
a lot about what we need to be
doing back here to serve our
home reservation and in California … so everywhere we go,
we meet Osages that want to
be connected and want us to
serve them better and that is
what I would like to continue
while on Congress,” Potts said.
Potts listed summaries of
several recent bills approved
which he sponsored including
a budget control act for the
Nation. The budget control act
(ONCA 19-40) came in wake
of two ON Supreme Court
cases between the Congress
and Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear with arguments
that included the budgetary
process. “We needed to get our
budgetary law in one place so
everybody can understand it

and start moving forward,”
he said.
The Congress passed ONCA
18-69, which allows accrued
interest and dividends for the
Nation’s $30 million permanent fund to remain, thereby
increasing the fund. “Before
that piece of legislation, our
permanent fund, which remains at $30 million, all of that
interest would rollover into
our regular operating budget
for the fiscal year, so as soon
as (ONCA 18-69) was signed,
that interest started to stay in
that account and accrue more
interest for us to reinvest,”
he said.
Potts also noted one bill he
sponsored in the 2019 HunKah Session failed to garner
enough “yes” votes to pass,
which touched on Osage membership. The membership act
amendment bill (ONCA 19-26)
sought to limit re-enrollment
of Osages who relinquish their
membership and later reenroll
with the Nation. “This was
a request bill from the Membership Department,” which
would’ve eliminated reenrollment with the Nation after
an individual relinquishes his
membership, Potts said. The
current membership law allows Osages who wish to relinquish membership up to two
times, he said.
Two bills (ONCA 19-57 and
ONCA 19-58) received approval to amend budgetary laws
regarding federal grant funding awarded to the Nation for
specific department purposes.
“What we continually ran into
with the Executive Branch is
the need to re-appropriate or
appropriate in the first place
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Osage Nation Congressman Eli Potts answers a question during a town
hall meeting he hosted in Pawhuska on Aug. 22.
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Congressman Eli Potts speaks to the crowd at a Town Hall meeting he held at the Pawhuska Community Center
on Aug. 22.

federal dollars, monies this
government receives from
the federal government were
flowing through our (Congressional) body, it was very
cumbersome and very time
consuming … I felt that need
wasn’t really there, there are
other tribal governments that
do not appropriate federal dollars, so I said ‘why don’t we apply that model to our form of
government?’” Potts said.
“ONCA 19-57 created an
exemption for federal dollars
that allows the Executive
Branch, the Judicial Branch
and the Legislative Branch to
spend those federal dollars in
accordance with how they are
awarded by the federal government,” Potts said, adding
ONCA 19-58 amending an
older law that reads “no money may be spent without an
appropriation of Congress,’ so
that needed to change if ONCA
19-57 was to go into effect as
well,” he said.
For the 2019 Tzi-Zho Session, Potts noted his workload
is significantly increasing with
the 2020 fiscal year budgets to
be considered by the 12-member Congress. This year, Potts
will serve as Congressional
Appropriations
Committee
chairman for the first time.
“One responsibility of the
chair of the Appropriations
Committee is to introduce
all of the operating funds
(budgets) for the next year,”
he said.
Potts said another prospective bill he is working on is

an employee bill of rights bill
for the Nation’s 400-plus government workforce. Potts said
the bill would address employee work conditions, including
those deemed hazardous. As an
example, Potts said he’s aware
that employees have had to
work in 80-90-degree conditions due to air conditioning
malfunctions in Nation-owned
buildings and would like to
see employees allowed to leave
those conditions. “You can
send them home without punishing that employee or without punishing the Executive
Branch because if we’re not
making the people that work
for us happy, we’re all going to
suffer,” Potts said.
Another planned bill for
Potts is a bill allowing Osage
vehicle owners with ON license
tags to keep their tags whenever they sell their vehicles.
Potts said this planned bill
mirrors Oklahoma State Bill
1339 passed in 2018, which
allows the same practice with
state-issued tags.
Audience member Cameron
Pratt asked Potts if there could
be a separation of powers issue
with his proposed employee
bill of rights legislation considering many of the Nation’s employees work for departments
within the Executive Branch.
Potts responded: “It’s going
to be a tough battle, but I can
also tell you that we’ve got employees that don’t need to be
working in 90-degree heat …
It’s going to have to be something we can both live with, we

have to come to the table and
work together and make sure
the people who are delivering
services are being taken care
of as well.”
Audience member Stephanie Erwin asked Potts if the
Nation has a contingency
plan in place should the Nation’s gaming compact fees
increase in wake of Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt’s recent
calls to renegotiate the compacts for potential exclusivity
fee increases.
Potts, who is sponsoring
resolution ONCR 19-19 to reject Stitt’s proposal, said the
answer is “no” for the time
being, but he’s aware the
Executive Branch is working on contingency plans as
worse-case scenarios that
hasn’t been communicated to
Congress yet.
“As far as what it would
look like? Beyond devastating, I can’t communicate that
enough. Each of you needs to
be talking to every person that
you know in your community
to say raising these exclusivity is not acceptable because
what the state of Oklahoma
is going to do is they’re going
to their constituents in their
hometowns and say ‘Oh, if
we could tax Native Americans more, we can give you
another tax cut come election
time!’ And that’s a very popular narrative in Oklahoma,”
Potts responded.

Questions abound as Minerals Council considers self-governance agreement
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. — For more
than an hour, members of the
Osage Shareholders Association peppered elected officials
at Osage Casino Tulsa about
the possibility of a self-governance agreement involving the
mineral estate.
Speaking to about 50 attendees at the Osage Shareholders
Association’s quarterly meeting on Aug. 18, Osage leaders from the Osage Minerals
Council and executive branch
reiterated that a tribal energy resource agreement with
the federal government is not
a foregone conclusion for the
Osage minerals estate.
“We’re looking long-term at
this,” Councilwoman Margo
Gray said.
First established under the
Energy Policy Act of 2005, a

TERA provides a tribe with
the authority to review, approve and manage leases,
right-of-way agreements and
business agreements for energy development on tribal lands
without the Secretary of the
Interior’s approval.
The terms were overhauled
in late 2018 to address tribal
concerns regarding maintaining federal trust responsibilities while allowing tribes to
better manage their properties. It also added funding
provisions to, in theory, cover the costs associated with
tribes taking on duties once
handled by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. However, several government officials voiced
concerns at the meeting over
whether that money would
actually appear should a tribe
pursue such an agreement.
“A consideration would have
to be the funding,” Principal
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Many were in attendance for the Osage Shareholders meeting in Tulsa at
the Osage Casino on August 18.

Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
said. “We don’t want to take
anything over without enough
money or it would be doomed
to fail.”
The comment period is open
through Sept. 3 for TERA-related changes to part 225 of the
Code of Federal Regulations
offered by Assistant Secretary
of Interior for Indian Affairs
Tara Sweeney. Those final regulations are being fast-tracked
and will take effect by the end
of the year.
However, until those regulations are in effect, no tribe,
including the Osage Nation,
is in a position to enter into
a TERA.
Principal Chief Standing
Bear reiterated his office’s
deference to the Osage Minerals Council on the matter and
compared the legislation underpinning TERA to another
self-governance bill that the
Osage Nation has benefitted
from in recent months.
Enacted in July 2012, the
HEARTH Act restores the authority of federally recognized
tribes to develop and implement their own laws governing
the long-term leasing of Indian
lands for residential, business
and other purposes. Upon onetime approval of tribal regulations by the Department of
the Interior, tribes have the
authority to process land leases without seeking additional
permission from the Bureau of
Indian Affairs for each individual application.
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Minerals Councilman Myron Red Eagle answers a question during the
Osage Shareholders meeting at the Osage Casino in Tulsa, Aug. 18.

The Osage Nation’s business leasing regulations were
approved by the Department
of Interior in July 2017.
“This (a TERA) could change
how our property is managed,” he said. “The best example would be to look at the
HEARTH Act. It’s the surface
land counterpart for a TERA.”
Despite the reassurances
and the possibility of additional public meetings hosted by
the Osage Minerals Council,
skepticism about a possible
future TERA remained among
some of the OSA members.
“I just don’t see this as advantageous to shareholders,”
OSA member Linda Heskett
said. “We will have no power
or ability to sue the BIA with
this. I’m very leery about this.”
In

other

business,

OSA

members will be eligible to re-

ceive a registration discount at
the Osage Minerals Council’s
annual oil and gas summit later this year.
Scheduled for Nov. 13-14 at
Osage Casino Tulsa, the summit’s full agenda has not yet
been released but will include
presentations on TERA developments, spill prevention and
the council’s ongoing orphan
well identification project.
Tickets are $100 per person in advance and $150 at
the door for non-shareholders.
Tickets for shareholders are
$75, with an additional $25
discount available for OSA
members.

Online

registra-

tion will be available this fall
through the Osage Minerals
Council’s website.
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FY 2020 budgetary bills filed for Osage Congress consideration
Benny Polacca
Osage News
When the 2019 Tzi-Zho Session
starts on Sept. 3, the Sixth Osage
Nation Congress will consider and
take action on scores of filed bills and
resolutions throughout the 24-day
legislative session.
The Congress typically focuses on
considering and passing the upcoming
fiscal year government operations budgets during the fall session. The 2020
fiscal year starts on Oct. 1. Other appropriation bills seeking funding will
also be considered for action during
the session.
The following budget and appropriation bills and budget-related legislation are now filed for Congressional
consideration:
• ONCA 19-60 (sponsored by
Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards) is an $8.5 million
appropriation for the Nation’s
higher education scholarship fund.
The $8.5 million appropriation
is requested to come out of the
Nation’s general fund where
unappropriated tribal money
is kept. The appropriation is
intended to fund scholarships
awarded to Osage higher
education students for the 20192020 academic year, according to
the bill.
• ONCA 19-61 (Edwards) is an
appropriation for $4.3 million
to replenish the Nation’s health
benefit fund for direct assistance
to Osage elders age 65 and over.
The Nation offers a $1,000 annual
health benefit to elders or Medigap
insurance Plan F and Plan D
premiums as set forth in the Osage
health benefit law, according to the
bill. The $4.3 million is requested
from the Nation’s general fund.
• ONCA 19-62 (Congressman John
Maker) is a $20,000 appropriation
(from the general fund) to
purchase and install a headstone
monument “at the St. Francis
Cemetery in St. Paul, Kans. to
commemorate a mass Osage burial
site.”

• ONCA 19-63 (Congressional
Speaker Joe Tillman) is a proposed
amendment to the Nation’s
permanent fund law (with a
$30 million balance since its
inception) “to authorize utilization
of funds by appropriation for
government operations and
government services during a
financial emergency.” Currently
the permanent fund law states the
Nation “may not borrow, encumber
by debt covenant or appropriate
funds from the permanent fund
except for expenditure on direct
assistance by appropriation for the
Osage Nation membership.”
• ONCA 19-65 (Edwards) is an
appropriation bill requesting $1
million for the ON Museum fund
out of the Nation’s general fund.

• ONCA 19-66 (Edwards) is a
$14 million appropriation bill
to replenish the Nation’s health
benefit fund for direct assistance to
enrolled Osages under age 65. The
health benefit fund is a revolving
fund with its appropriated
money allowed to rollover to the
next fiscal year. The $14 million
will cover approved filed claims
submitted by Osages who enroll
in the health benefit program
and will also cover third-party
administrative costs, which are
approximately $300,000 based
on 2018 and 2019 health benefit
reports, according to ONCA 19-66.
• ONCA 19-67 (Tillman) is a
$175,000 appropriation to the ON
Ranch LLC for bison fencing at
the ranch southwest of Pawhuska.
The money is a request of tribal
funding from the general fund,
according to the bill.
• ONCA 19-68 (Congressman Eli
Potts, who is also chairman of
the Congressional Appropriations
Committee) is a $135,000
appropriation (from the general
fund) to the Nation’s capital asset
fund for equipment acquisition
purposes.
• ONCA 19-69 (Potts) is a $93,500
appropriation for the Nation’s FY

2020 cultural donations. According
to the bill, the entities listed to
receive monetary donations in
this bill are: American Legion
Auxiliary ($5,000); The three
district drumkeepers ($19,500
to be split three ways); Osage
Princess Sorority ($5,000); Harold
Bigheart Smalley American
Legion Post 198 ($40,000); Osage
Detachment of the Marine Corps
League #669 ($10,000); Gray Horse
War Mothers Association ($5,000);
Hominy War Mothers Association
($5,000); and $4,000 to the Native
American Church chapters.

• ONCA 19-70 (Potts) is a $173,673
appropriation for employee merit
payments in accordance with
the Nation’s Workforce Pay for
Performance Act.
• ONCA 19-71 (Potts) is the FY 2020
budget in the amount of $584,081
for the Osage Press, which is for
the Osage News operations and the
newspaper’s Editorial Board. The
requested amount includes the
newspaper operations proposed
budget of $558,543 and the
Editorial Board budget of $25,538.
• ONCA 19-72 (Potts) is a $300,000
appropriation for the Nation’s
restricted real property repurchase
fund.
• ONCA 19-73 (Potts) is the FY
2020 Village Committee Funds
Appropriation Act, which has
the respective budgets for
the Hominy and Grayhorse
villages set at $50,000 each. The
Pawhuska Village Committee
receives revenue from its rental
lease with the Pawhuska Osage
Casino, which is located within
the southeast corner of the village
property. The budgeted funds for
the village committees (also called
five-man boards) are typically used
for landscaping, utility costs and
other upkeep costs to maintain the
village community buildings and
common areas.
• ONCA 19-74 (Potts) is the FY
2020 budget for the Legislative
Branch, Congressional Office
operations and the Office of
Fiscal Performance and Review.
According to the bill, the
Legislative Branch budget request
totals $1.9 million and the OFPR
operations budget is $165,343 with
the budgeted amounts to come
from the general fund.
• ONCA 19-75 (Potts) is a $500,000
appropriation to replenish the
Nation’s burial assistance fund.
The Nation’s burial assistance

program, administered by
Constituent Services, is used to
help offset funeral expenses for
deceased enrolled Osages with the
benefit maximum at $5,000 per
person.

• ONCA 19-76 (Potts) is the FY 2020
budget for the Attorney General’s
Office operations set at $1.7
million.
• ONCA 19-77 (Potts) is the FY 2020
budget for the Executive Branch
containing respective budgets
totaling $26 million for various
departments, programs, boards/
commissions, and the Office of the
Principal Chief.
• As of Aug. 29, the Judicial
Branch’s budget did not appear
with the other filed appropriation
bills on the Legislative Branch’s
website. According to Judicial
Branch Court Administrator
Jeanna Red Eagle, the branch’s
submitted FY 2020 budget
totals $$556,009 with $464,159
requested from tribal funding and
$91,850 in federal grant funding
awarded to the Tribal Court.
• ONCA 19-80 (Congresswoman
Maria Whitehorn) is an
amendment to the Nation’s
economic development fund
law. According to the bill,
the amendment seeks to
require economic development
appropriation requests include
“a detailed budget to include
expenditure allocations directed
to improving the economic growth
of the Nation in each category
of authorized expenditure. A
separate proposed amendment
specifically names the Treasurer
as the administrator of the
economic development fund.”
• ONCA 19-81 (Whitehorn) is a bill
appropriating $1 million to the
Nation’s economic development
fund with the requested funding
to come from the Nation’s retained
revenue fund.
Congressional meeting notices and
agendas for sessions and committee meetings are posted online to the
Legislative Branch calendar at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/congress-legislative-branch/calendar
The session and committee meetings
held in the ON Capitol Building are
public meetings (excluding executive
sessions allowed by Osage law) and
will be live-streamed at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/multimedia/live-media
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Congressional bills and resolutions
filed for 2019 Tzi-Zho Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Sixth Osage Nation Congress will consider various legislative bills and resolutions during the
2019 Tzi-Zho Session starting Sept. 3
in Pawhuska.
The session starts at 10 a.m. in
the ON Capitol Building along Main
Street where the 12-member Congress will convene for up to 24 days.
Aside from considering and taking
action on the Nation’s 2020 fiscal
year government operations budgets,
the Congress will also consider other
filed legislative bills and resolutions.
Those filed bills and resolutions
include:

Graphic courtesy of StrongHearts Native Helpline

Sixteen signs of emotional
abuse in a relationship
Mallory Black
StrongHearts Native Helpline
No one expects to find themselves in
an abusive relationship. Most relationships begin in a good way with kind
words and compliments, but they can
turn harmful and emotionally abusive
at any time.
Emotional abuse is a type of domestic violence that often flies under the
radar, but it should always be taken
seriously as a form of abuse. When
emotional abuse is present in a relationship, a partner will criticize,
threaten or isolate their partner as a
way to manipulate and control them.
Emotional abuse can be degrading, humiliating and terrifying, often leaving
long-lasting scars on one’s spirit and
self-esteem.
So, how do you know if you’re in an
abusive relationship? What can you do
when a loved one is being emotionally
abused? Let’s start with recognizing
the tactics of emotional abuse.
Signs of emotional abuse
In an intimate relationship, emotional abuse can look like when a partner:
• Constantly calls you hurtful or
degrading names, insults you or
criticizes you
• Acts extremely jealous or
possessive of you
• Humiliates you in any way, or
shames you
• Isolates you from your family,
friends or community
• Blocks you from making new
friends or joining social groups
• Ignores your presence for several
hours, days or weeks
• Refuses to listen, speak or respond
to you (ex. silent treatment)
• Explodes in anger toward you or
is constantly angry at everything
you do
• Pressures you to commit and
becomes angry or sulks when you
don’t commit
• Threatens to hurt you or
themselves, or uses weapons to
scare you
• Threatens to hurt your children,
family members or pets
• Threatens to take your children
away from you or call child
protective services (CPS) on you
• Repeatedly lies about where they
are, what they’re doing or who
they’re with
• Calls you “crazy,” “too sensitive,”
or denies abuse is happening when
confronted (ex. gaslighting)
• Cheats on you or flirts with other
people to intentionally hurt you
• Accuses you of cheating in the
relationship
When emotional abuse is present
in a relationship, you may feel off-balance, like you’re walking on eggshells,
or question your judgment more than
usual. This is because an abusive partner uses harmful behaviors like the
tactics above to manipulate and control

their partner so they feel powerless.
That’s why it is so important to trust
your instincts when your partner does
or says something that doesn’t feel
right to you.
Emotional abuse is extremely dangerous and detrimental to a person’s
wellbeing and often has lifelong psychological effects. An abusive partner’s
behavior is likely to escalate as time
goes on, and they will often use emotional abuse in combination with other
abuse types and tactics to obtain and
maintain power in the relationship.
People in abusive relationships tend
to blame themselves for the abuse or
believe they must have done something
to deserve the criticism or attacks. No
one ever deserves to be abused. And no
matter the abusive partner’s reasoning
for the abuse, domestic violence goes
against our traditional ways as Native
people. It is never acceptable to hurt a
partner or spouse in any way.
Is arguing abusive?
In every relationship, partners can
expect to disagree from time to time.
Arguments are a normal part of any relationship, but abusive behavior is not.
In a healthy relationship, each
partner must commit to being honest,
communicating, and trusting the other person. Each partner must work
to maintain healthy communication
and avoid hurting the other person
emotionally, spiritually and physically. Above all, each partner must show
respect in the relationship, especially
when disagreements arise.
In an abusive relationship, any disagreement can escalate into emotionally or physically abusive behavior.
Remember, there is never an excuse
for abuse.
Getting help
Recognizing the signs of emotional
abuse is the first step to getting help. If
you or someone you know is being hurt
in your relationship, know that you are
not alone. There are people who want
to support you, including advocates at
the StrongHearts Native Helpline.
By calling 1-844-7NATIVE (7628483), you can connect anonymously
with a Native advocate who can offer
a listening ear and support with whatever is happening in your relationship.
You can share as much as you feel comfortable, and our advocates will listen
without judgment or blame.
The StrongHearts Native Helpline
is available daily from 7 a.m. to 10
p.m. CST. Advocates also offer crisis
intervention, assistance with finding
ways to stay safe, and a connection to
Tribal and Native domestic violence resources, if needed. We can also assist
concerned friends or family members
with ways to help a loved one who is
being abused, as well as people who
are worried they might be abusing
their partner.
It can also be incredibly helpful to
lean on family members and your cultural roots for support. Never forget
that you have the strength and courage
of your ancestors, too, who dreamed
of a world where every one of their
relatives would live in safety, happiness and in harmony. You deserve
to feel safe in your relationship, no
matter what.

• ONCA 19-64 (sponsored by
Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards) is an act to establish
an “Inter-Tribal Elder Housing
Fund” to assist Osage elders
“with housing needs outside of
the historical boundaries of the
Osage Nation.” According to the
bill, the proposed revolving fund
is to be established with funding
to be appropriated by Congress.
The bill also states: “The funds
deposited in the (fund) shall
be available to assist Osage
elders with housing needs by
partnering with tribal nations
and their housing authorities
in Arizona, California, Kansas,
New Mexico, off-reservation
area Oklahoma, Texas and

Washington to pay negotiated
housing rates for Osage elders in
those states.”
• ONCA 19-78 (Congresswoman
Paula Stabler) is a bill seeking to
amend the Nation’s Independent
Press Act to establish two
alternate Editorial Board
members and to establish
a shield provision for staff.
According to the bill, the threemember Editorial Board would
also include two alternate
board members to serve in the
event a sitting board member
must recuse his/herself due to
conflicts of interest in discussing
individuals (at issue in news
coverage matters) who are
family members, spouses or
business partners of the board
member. The two alternate
board members would each be
selected by the Principal Chief
and Congress and be subject
to Congressional confirmation,
according to the bill.
• ONCA 19-79 (Stabler) is an act
to amend the Nation’s criminal
procedure code to update the
jury selection process for the
Judicial Branch’s Tribal Court.
• ONCR 19- 18 (Congresswoman
Maria Whitehorn) is a resolution
to authorize the ON Principal
Chief to execute real property
See Tzi-Zho

—Continued on Page 18
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The Wahzhazhe Cultural Center Library is located in Pawhuska at 220 W. Main.

Wahzhazhe Cultural Center
improves library search system
Osage News
The Wahzhazhe Cultural Center library is going digital.
WCC Director Addie Hudgins reported to the Traditional Cultural Advisors
committee on Aug. 9 that the WCC recently purchased a cloud system for its
library. The system allows for the staff
to scan bar codes from the books for
electronic cataloguing.
Hudgins said it will enable staff to be
more efficient and faster when finding

titles patrons are researching or looking for.
The mission of the WCC Library is
“to be the central repository for the
evolving history of the Osage Nation
and also to support the personal, educational, cultural, and professional
needs of the community,” according to
its website.
For more information about the
WCC Library, contact the cultural center at (918) 287-5537.

Osage citizens invited to opening
of Missouri research facility
Osage News
The inauguration of a new research facility named by the Tribal
Cultural Advisors committee and the
Historic Preservation Office will be
dedicated at the University of Missouri-Columbia on Oct. 29.
The new facility, named “Land of
the Osages,” is the university’s Center for Agroforestry’s new research
center in the Lake of the Ozarks area
in central Missouri, said Osage Nation Historic Preservation Officer Dr.
Andrea Hunter.
“They really want as many Osages
to come as possible,” said Hunter on
Aug. 9 to the TCA committee. “This
is Agroforestry, teaching students
how to care for the land in a sustainable way.”
The committee discussed attending the inauguration. Hunter said
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear will be speaking, as well as
Osage Congressional Speaker Joe
Tillman, TCA Chairman Norman
Akers, MU’s President, Chancellor
and Dean, and the Governor of Missouri has been invited to make remarks, she said.
Hunter sits on the university’s In-

digenous Advisors Board and knows
the inauguration is something the
university is looking forward to. “It
is a pretty big event as they have
not opened a new research center in
many decades,” she said.
The inauguration starts at 9 a.m.
on Oct. 29 and the location is in the
area of Sunrise Beach.
“We will have our color guard and
drummers do our Flag song, plus
Vann [Bighorse] will say the prayer,”
she said. “After the speeches, lunch
will be provided followed by a field
day in the afternoon to visit the new
research center.”
She said the dress is business for
the inauguration and then walking
shoes/boots for the afternoon. Hunter closed her remarks by noting that
MU has followed up with her over
the years and has “increased their
indigenous representation.” She said
MU used to have a scholarship for
Osages and they’re trying to revive
it.
“It really creates a future for us,
for our young people,” Akers said.
“If we could make this relationship
with the University of Missouri, our
young people could go study there.”

Osage News • osagenews.org

September 2019 9

Sam Noble Museum to host Osage Wedding Coat exhibit
Sam Noble Natural History Museum
NORMAN, Okla. – In
mid-September, the Sam Noble Museum will feature its
new temporary exhibit, “A Giving Heritage: Wedding Clothes
and the Osage Community.”
Opening on Sept. 14, the exhibit features beautiful jackets,
based on early 19th-century
military uniforms, that have a
special place among the Osage.
“Osage wedding attire is an
interesting, unusual aspect
of Native American culture,”
said Daniel Swan, curator of
the exhibit and ethnology at
the museum. “The exhibit is
a wonderful vehicle to delve
deeper into the story of the
Osage people.
The exhibition features
beautiful wedding coats and
hats. Military jackets and top
hats, originally used as gifts
from the U.S. government for
Osage chiefs and leaders, were
repurposed as the bridal attire
worn in a traditional Osage
wedding.
As traditional Osage weddings ceased to be held in

the 1930s, these special wedding clothes were incorporated into the Ilonshka — the
Osage form of the Plains Grass
Dance. Bridal coats and hats
were used in the “paying for
the drum” ceremony of the
Ilonshka. The wedding clothes
symbolize the transfer of leadership in the dance and celebrate the virtues of hospitality
and generosity.
The exhibit will feature
coats used in weddings in the
early 20th century as well as
modern ones constructed to
pay for the drum ceremony.
“There’s about 100 years of
Osage history in this exhibit,”
said Swan. “There will be some
coats that were made in the
1910s and 2010s.”
In addition to the beautiful coats, the exhibit will feature several examples of silk
top hats, embellished with
brightly colored plumes and
examples of traditional Osage
women’s clothing. In addition,
the exhibition will feature the
only known film of an Osage
wedding.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The Hamilton family procession walks to the dance arbor for the Paying for the Drum ceremony during the June
23, 2016 Pawhuska Inlonshka dances. The Sam Noble Natural History Museum in Norman will showcase Osage
wedding coats as part of a temporary exhibit.

Pieces included in the exhibit come from the collections of
the Sam Noble Museum, the
Gilcrease Museum, the Philbrook Museum of Art and the
personal collections of many

Osage community members.
The exhibit will be on display
at the Sam Noble Museum
from Sept. 14 through Dec. 8.
The Sam Noble Oklahoma
Museum of Natural History

is located on the OU Norman
campus at J. Willis Stovall
Road and Chautauqua Avenue. For accommodations, call
(405) 325-4712 or visit SamNobleMuseum.ou.edu.
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Shonke Mon thi^
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A Sister played flute music which she offered as a prayer at the site of the Osage mass
grave in St. Francis Cemetery.

Legislation proposed to
purchase headstone for
Osage mass grave in Kansas
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
In the cemetery of the Saint Francis de Hieronymo Church in St. Paul,
Kansas, there is a small corner of the
cemetery marked by two small headstones. The headstones simply say,
“Indian Graves.”
In 1825 the Osage signed a treaty that ceded what was left of their
lands in Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Kansas and they moved
to a reservation in southern Kansas.
While living there many Osages adopted Catholicism. The two headstones mark a mass grave of Osages
who died while living at the St. Paul
Mission in the mid to late 1800s.
The Osage Nation Historic Preservation Office staff has visited the site
extensively over the years and made
relationships with church officials
who oversee the cemetery and the
volunteer staff that maintains the
Osage Mission Neosho County Museum. The Osage Mission museum is
a treasure trove of information about
the Osage’s time living on their Kansas reservation before their move to
Indian Territory in what would become the state of Oklahoma. Catholic
priests at the time meticulously documented their accounts with Osages
and their changing religious customs
of transitioning from their old religion to Catholicism.
Osage Nation Congressman John
Maker, who currently sits on the
Congressional Culture Committee,
filed ONCA 19-62, an act to appropriate $20,000 for the purchase and
placement of a headstone at the St.
Francis Cemetery in St. Paul “to
commemorate a mass Osage burial
site.” He filed the legislation on Aug.
5. The 24-day Congressional Tzi-Zho
Session begins on Sept. 3.
It is unknown how many Osages
are buried in the grave site. What
is known is that the cemetery used
to be located beside the church after
1884 but in the 1970s it was moved
across the street to its current location. Felix Diskin, a volunteer at the
Osage Mission museum, said in 2018
during the Historic Preservation’s
Heritage Sites Visit that the Osage
bodies were put in a concrete vault
and reburied and there was not a record of who they were. He said the
non-Indian bodies were individually
reburied with headstones. He said

at the time it was not something the
Church liked to talk about and that
the parishioners of the church were
not proud of it.
Sisters of Loretto
On July 13 three staff members of
the Historic Preservation Office, Dr.
Andrea Hunter, the Nation’s Historic Preservation Officer, Jess Hendrix,
ONHPO archaeologist and John Fox,
ONHPO archaeologist, made a trip
to St. Paul and met with the Sisters
of Loretto from Kentucky.
The reunion of the Sisters of Loretto and the Osage at St. Paul is a
historic moment,” according to an
ONHPO news release. “The Osage
and the Sisters of Loretto were instrumental to the town’s origins and
have not met in St. Paul since the
mid-to-late 19th century when the
town was still Osage Mission.”
The two groups were given a tour
of St. Francis Catholic Church which
was constructed between 1871 and
1884, and the original bell of which
the Osage voluntarily helped pay
for in 1876. After a lunch provided
by the Osage Mission museum, Fox
gave a presentation to the Sisters of
Loretto about the long history of the
Osage people, from their prehistoric
origins to the present. The Sisters of
Loretto spoke on the history of their
order and their modern ministries
and mission programs, according to
the release.
Following a period of informal visitation, the group walked to the St.
Francis Cemetery where they visited
the historic graves of the Sisters of
Loretto, the Jesuit priests, and the
Osage mass grave. The Sisters paid
reverence to the buried Osages with
prayer and song. Osage elder Margaret Byrd spoke of the significance of
the site to the Osage people and the
importance of remembering those
Osages who lived and are buried at
St. Paul, according to the release.
“The day was very rewarding for all
involved, including the participating
citizens of St. Paul who operate the
museum and maintain St. Francis
Cemetery,” according to the release.
“The visit resulted in a renewed relationship between the Sisters of
Loretto and the Osage Nation. The
Sisters graciously extended the ONHPO access to their historic archives
in Kentucky, which the ONHPO will
visit during their trip to the Loretto
Motherhouse in December.”

Courtesy Photo/Jess Hendrix

Osage Nation Historic Preservation Officer Dr. Andrea Hunter (far right) and the visiting
Sisters of Loretto in St. Francis Cemetery at the graves of past Sisters who operated the
historic St. Ann’s Academy at Osage Mission (later St. Paul).

“Walking Dog,” for his remarkable ability to run long distances, carrying messages between Osage chiefs. In 1863,
Shonke Mon thi^ was commended as a
warrior for his role in an attack on Confederate troops in Kansas. He joined a
delegation of Osage leaders who traveled to Washington, D.C., to negotiate
land and mineral rights in 1904. According to oral tradition, Anglo-Americans unable to pronounce his name
called him Shunkamolah. Around this
time, Shonke Mon thi^ also assisted
Smithsonian anthropologist Francis
La Flesche (himself an Omaha Tribe
member) in documenting Osage cultural practices.
The image of Shonke Mon thi^ is
part of Gonzales-Day’s series Profiled
(2008–present), in which the artist
photographs figurative sculptures in
American and European museum collections in order to explore conceptions
of racial difference and beauty in art.
By displaying the sculptures against
stark backgrounds, the artist reveals
the differences in how white bodies and
bodies of color are portrayed, contextualized and interpreted. In 2014, under
the auspices of a Smithsonian Artist
Residency Fellowship, Gonzales-Day
documented the representation of Native American historical figures in the
Smithsonian Institution’s collections.
He found very few indigenous sitters
in the Portrait Gallery’s sculptural
holdings. By contrast, a multitude of
sculptures at the National Museum
of Natural History represent Native
Americans. The vast majority of these
works, including the bust of Shonke
Mon thi^, were based on molds made
from the faces of living individuals.
Photographs of Native Americans at
their reservations or in Washington,
D.C., on diplomatic missions served as
additional references. The aim of the
finished sculptures, which were exhibited primarily at world’s fairs, was not
to commemorate the sitters’ achievements. Rather, they served as tools
for anthropological study. For Gonzales-Day, the act of photographing these
individuals’ busts and researching
their lives is a way to recognize their
importance and ultimately include
them in the collection of art museums.
In order to restore their ancestor’s
original name, the sitter’s descendants led the initiative to change the
title of the sculpture from Shunkamolah to Shonke Mon thi^ in museum records. His descendants continue
to work as stewards of Osage culture
and language, and of the Native
American Church.
The Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery tells the multifaceted
story of the United States through the
individuals who have shaped American culture. Spanning the visual arts,
performing arts and new media, the
Portrait Gallery portrays poets and
presidents, visionaries and villains, actors and activists whose lives tell the
American story.
The National Portrait Gallery is
part of the Donald W. Reynolds Center for American Art and Portraiture
at Eighth and F streets N.W., Washington, D.C. Smithsonian Information:
(202) 633-1000. Connect with the museum at npg.si.edu, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube.

Osage News Interview:
Taína Caragol, Curator of
Latino Art and History

The Osage News interviewed Taína Caragol, Curator of Latino Art and
History, Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery, about the acquisition.
Osage News: Why was the photo
of Shonke Mon thi^ chosen for the National Portrait Gallery’s permanent
collection?
Caragol: “We chose to acquire Ken
Gonzales-Day’s photograph of Shonke Mon thi^’s bust because the sitter
fulfilled our requirement of national
significance. He was one of the most
distinguished Osage warriors of his
time, as a well as a spiritual leader, and
hereditary Chief of the Pa tso li^ (PahSue-Lee) Big Hill Band at the turn of
the 20th century. He is also someone
who is connected to the diplomatic history of Washington, D.C., as he was
part of the Osage Delegation that traveled to the capital in 1904 to negotiate
their Nation’s land and mineral rights.
While he was here, his photograph was
taken and a mold of his face was cast by
the emerging Department of Anthropology of the United States National
Museum, the Smithsonian’s original
name. This portrait is quite particular. It is not a straight photograph of
Shonke Mon thi^, but a photograph by
contemporary artist Ken Gonzales-Day
of a bust made in the early 20th century, now in the collection of the National Museum of Natural History. This

artwork sheds light on the history of
sculptural portraiture, and on how the
busts of indigenous people at the turn
of the century were often created as
tools of ethnographic study, more than
as artworks to memorialize individuals
and their deeds.
Osage News: How does the process
work for choosing an image for the National Portrait Gallery?
Caragol: “Our process involves several steps. As a museum of history and
portraiture, our curatorial committee
is comprised of historians and curators.
The museum’s historians must assess
whether the portrait’s sitter is someone
who has helped define American history and culture. Only if the sitter qualifies, the curators evaluate the artistic
merit of the piece. Then our Board of
Commissioners also needs to approve.
The acquisition of this portrait was
special because it involved a few more
steps of consultation with Osage stakeholders and with our sister institution
the National Museum of Natural History, where the original bust photographed by Gonzales-Day is housed.
We wanted to make sure to locate the
descendants of Shonke Mon thi^ and to
make sure they agreed to this acquisition, as well as to get the approval of
the Osage Tribal Historic Preservation

“Shonke Mon thi^…
was one of the most
distinguished Osage
warriors of his time, as a
well as a spiritual leader,
and hereditary Chief of
the Pa tso li^ (Pah-SueLee) Big Hill Band at the
turn of the 20th century.”
Office and the Traditional Cultural
Advisor’s Committee. I was in conversations with them, and triangulating
with the artist for several months.
In the process, we learned more and
more about the historic role of Shonke Mon thi^ in our national history. It
was a beautiful collaborative process
and I am grateful to Dr. Steven Pratt,
great-grandson of Shonke Mon thi^ for
all his support which even resulted in
the restitution of the sitter’s name from
Shõn-ke-mã-loh popularized by Anglos
who could not pronounce his name to
Shonke Mon thi^.”
Osage News: Are there many portraits of Native Americans in the NPG?
Is the portrait of Shonke Mon thi^ the
only portrait of an Osage?
Caragol: “Yes. We have 313 portraits
of Native Americans in our collection.
The majority of them are prints made
in the 19th century, but we also have
photographs and some paintings. With
Shonke Mon thi^’s portrait, there are
six portraits of Osage individuals in
the collection of the National Portrait
Gallery, including figures such as Mohongo and Maria Tallchief
Osage News: When might the portrait of Shonke Mon thi^ be available
for viewing at the NPG?
Caragol: “Our exhibitions and permanent installation are planned two
and three years ahead. We do not have
a clear timeline yet for Shonke Mon
thi^, but we are working on it, hoping
to have the occasion to put it on view
soon.”
Osage News: Is there anything you
would like to add about the reaction
from people of the portrait of Shonke
Mon thi^ when it was included in the
exhibit, “UnSeen: Our Past in a New
Light”?
Caragol: “UnSeen: Our Past in a
New Light, Ken Gonzales-Day and Titus Kaphar,” was one of our 50th anniversary exhibitions. It addressed the
underrepresentation of Native Americans, African Americans and Latinx—
all of them founding communities in
the United States—in traditional portraiture. Many visitors were extremely
moved by the show, its foregrounding
of those communities, and the way that
the artists with their insistence on that
subject, re-inscribed their individual
stories into our national history. The
portrait of Shonke Mon thi^ bore one
of those remarkable, individual stories.
People were very happy to learn about
him, as well as about other figures in
the room, including Oglala Leader
Mahpiya Najin (Standing Cloud), and
Pawnee Scout Gives to the Poor.”
With additional reporting by Osage
News Editor Shannon Shaw Duty.

Osage News • osagenews.org

September 2019 11

J

oseph “Joe” Andrew
Trumbly was born
on Dec. 7, 1938 to
Levi Oscar Trumbly,
Allottee #2015 and
Mary L. DeNoya. He was born
in the Ponca City Hospital and
grew up in Osage County.
He married Arlena Virginia
Johnson on April 13, 1960, and
they had two children, Teresa Ann and Thomas Andrew.
They have two grandchildren,
Layton Andrew Lamsam and
Thomas Andrew Trumbly, Jr.
He recently moved to Branford, Conn., with his family as
his grandson begins his neurosurgery residency at Yale
Medical School. Prior to his
move he and his wife were the
longtime owners of Clifton’s
Art & Jewelry in downtown
Pawhuska from 1994-2019.
Together, he and his wife
lived in Ponca City, Tulsa,
Midwest City, Baytown, TX,
Pawhuska, Fairfax, and Bartlesville. He worked in the oil
field as a welder and equipment operator after he graduated high school. He had a
32-year career at Phillips Petroleum Co. in various computing assignments. He also
owned and operated an office
rental and secretarial business
in Tulsa at 71st and Yale.
He was elected to serve on
the 28th, 29th and 30th Osage
Tribal Councils from 1990
to 2002.
His paternal grandparents
are Andrew Trumbly, Allottee
#2013 and Mary Alexander,
Allottee #2014. His grandfather served as clerk in the
Osage Tribal Court and before
statehood he later served on
the Osage Tribal Council. His
maternal grandparents are Joseph DeNoya, Allottee #1171
and Theresa Morrisey.
His paternal great-grandfather was Francis “Frank”
and he died in 1882 and was
buried where Hulah Lake is
today. His grave was moved
to just outside the Boulanger
cemetery near Elgin, Kans.
His great-grandmother was
Augustine Captain and she
died in 1892 near Bowring,
Okla. Augustine’s father was
Joseph Captain, and his mother was Susanna Lambert. His
paternal great-great-grandfather was Francois and he died
in 1864 at the Osage Mission
in what is now St. Paul, Kans.
His great-great-grandmother
is Mary Lorraine Valle who
also died at the Osage Mission in 1865. Mary Valle’s father was Jean Baptiste and
her mother was Josette “Josephine” Whitehair. His maternal great-grandfather was
Frank DeNoya, Allottee #1155.
ON: What are your fondest
memories of your childhood?
Trumbly: I have so many
that it’s difficult to select a few,
but here are some highlights:
My life on Sand Creek with
Grandpa and Grandma Tinker, which included running
along Sand Creek shooting
snapping turtles and plowing
the garden by way of a horse

All photos courtesy of the Trumbly Family

ABOVE: Portrait of Joseph “Joe” Andrew Trumbly.
RIGHT: Joe Trumbly when he was a Freshman at Pawhuska High School.

Elder s Series

Joseph “Joe” Andrew Trumbly
by Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage News

with Grandpa Tom Tinker.
The summer after third grade
I learned to rake a hay field using an old Ford tractor. During
combining season, I drove the
truck to the granary to have
it scooped out. I also started
participating in 4-H at a young
age. Later in life I realized all
of these experiences taught me
good work ethics.
We moved to Fairfax during
my freshman year in high
school. Activities in 4-H continued to consume a lot of my
time. On the Livestock Judging Team, we won first in state
and got to go to Kansas City
and Chicago. I placed second
individual at Kansas City.
During high school, I devoted more time to calf roping
practice and events. I bought
my first and only great roping
horse from Buck Cheshewalla.
From horseback, I learned so
much about the Osage. Virgil
Tinker, my stepfather, had to
lease grazing land wherever
he could find it. Fortunately,
we had some Osage friends.

Joe and Arlena Trumbly, just after he took his oath of office in 1990.

I recall leasing land from Suzie Craft near Hulah and Archie Mason’s land at Fairfax.
I rode pastures out from the
Big Bend, Grainola, Hulah,
and Sedan areas where we
had cattle grazing. I was also
loaned out to help ranchers
around Burbank and Shidler.
I became friends with the foreman of the Mullendore Little
Chief Ranch, which was only
a few miles north of where
I lived. I got to help him on
several occasions.
ON: Who are your heroes?
Trumbly: I think I will have
to go with combat veterans.
Just thinking back to my own
family I remember that Tom
Tinker, a WWI veteran, had
problems due to gas used in
the war. Virgil Tinker was
wounded at the Battle of the
Bulge, WWII. An uncle was
shot down over Germany in
WWII. I had a cousin in the
Marine Corp who was in the
Pacific during WWII. I particularly remember him being
at Iwo Jima. Another cousin
received two Purple Hearts
for his service in Vietnam. I
also remember the classmates
who were killed in Vietnam.

The list could go on, but I was
amazed at how clear these
memories are for me. I recall
the hardships they had when
coming back dealing with the
VA. Although I believe it may
be better now than it was for
WWII vets.
ON: What was the happiest
moment of your life?
Trumbly: My life has been
a string of happiest moments
intertwined with disappointments and hardships. Without the many happy moments,
life would have been difficult.
I experienced many great moments in 4-H and calf roping
when I was young. I’ve had
a great marriage of 59 years.
We have two wonderful children and both have blessed
us with grandsons. In my professional years, I represented Rotary Clubs of Oklahoma
and SE Kansas on a six-week
business exchange with England. During my career with
Phillips Petroleum, I traveled
extensively. However, more
important, I got to travel with
my family to many historical
and interesting places.

Joe Trumbly after taking his second oath of office in 1994.

ON: What was your favorite
decade and why?
Trumbly: Favorite or happiest questions are difficult
because I have been so blessed. The 50’s stand out because
I began learning about life’s
happy moments, disappointments, hardships. We were
poor but did not know it. We
had plenty to eat because we
grew almost everything except
basics such as sugar, salt, and
flour. I learned how to handle
situations where a teacher,
coach or adult treated you unfairly.
The 60’s is when I got married and my two children were
born. I went to work for Phillips Petroleum Company, and
after a couple of years, they
started training me to be a programmer. The first computer I
worked with was an IBM 1401
with 12K memory, and it probably had 1% or less of the power of my cell phone today.
During the 90’s, I was elected to three terms on the Osage
Tribal Council. I took the opportunity to take early retirement from Phillips Petroleum,
See Trumbly

—Continued on Page 20
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All photos this column by MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Men from the Gray family make their way to the Pawhuska arbor on Thurs., June 26.

All photos this column by MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Martha Spotted Bear and grandson make their way
to the dance in Pawhuska on June 27.
All photos this column by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Town Crier Cesar Williams prepares to ring the dance bell for the
start of the Pawhuska Inlonshka on June 27.

The families of Edward Gray Jr. and Henry and Samuel Gray walk
with them to the Pawhuska Inlonshka for their first time to dance
on June 27.

Head Committeeman Ed Red Eagle Jr. speaks about the importance of the dance. Standing next to him is Drumkeeper
Berbon K. Hamilton.

The family of Caleb Cass walks with him for his first Eli Redeagle Jr. and Grant West prepare to enter arbor on Sat.
June 29.
time to dance at Pawhuska Inlonshka.

Pawhuska Inlonshka
Matthew Littleton speaks to his son Louis before going into the
dance on June 28.

Women from the Stabler family make their way toward the
Pawhuska arbor on Thurs., June 26.

Pawhuska Drumkeeper Berbon K. Hamilton walks
to the arbor on Sat. June 29.
Town Crier Cesar Williams leads the family to the Pawhuska Inlonshka dance arbor on June 28.

Danielle Cass helps Louis Littleton with his blanket before his
first time to dance at the Pawhuska Inlonshka.

A young boy and his family walk in a procession to the Pawhuska
Inlonshka arbor so he can enter the Inlonshka for the first time on
June 27.
ABOVE and BELOW: Lady dancers heading toward Pawhuska
arbor on Thurs., June 27.

Otto Hamilton III helps his son get dressed on Thursday during Pawhuska Inlonshka, June 27.

AT LEFT: Members of the Sixth Osage Nation Congress, from left: Alice Goodfox (Hominy Cook), Joe
Tillman (Grayhorse Committeeman), Archie Mason
(Grayhorse Head Committeeman), Scott BigHorse
(Pawhuska Singer) and Angela Pratt (Hominy Cook).
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Pawhuska cooks prepared the Committee Dinner for all the district’s committee
members on Saturday of the Pawhuska
Inlonshka.
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All Photos by MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Pawhuska cooks Marjorie Williams, Michelle Redcorn and Ginger Kent-Hollis smile after filling
bowls to be placed on tables for committee dinner on June 29.

Pawhuska cook Robynn Rulo fills bowls to
be placed on tables for committee dinner
on June 29.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The men
of the Hamilton family talk and visit
during the Pawhuska Inlonshka in the
community building.
Juliana West and Mattea Pipestem on
Thursday, June 27 of Pawhuska Inlonshka.
Dava Daylight and Robynn Rulo at
the Pawhuska Inlonshka on Thurs.,
June 26.
The families of Eddie Gray Jr., and
Henry and Samuel Gray stand with
them before their first time to dance
at the Pawhuska Inlonshka on Thursday evening.
Sammy and Timmy Lookout head toward the Pawhuska arbor on Thurs.,
June 27.

Town Crier Cesar Williams announces a new dancer is joining
the Inlonshka on June 27.

Photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Sisters pose for a photo before the dance on June 28.

Lesharo Wildcat, Waterboy for the Pawhuska District
stands for a photo before the dance on June 28.

Pawhuska Inlonshka

Courtesy Photo/Janese Lasley Sieke

Osage citizen Gianna Sieke was crowned the 2019-2020 Princess of
the Intertribal Indian Club of Tulsa on Aug. 9. The IICOT Powwow was
held at the Mabee Center in Tulsa.

Photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Chad Renfro walks to the Pawhuska Inlonshka arbor
on June 27.

Aliyah, Denver and Corena Wahwassuck before the
start of the Pawhuska Inlonshka on June 27.
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Osage Nation
Wrestling Camp
Professional UFC Fighter Chance Rencountre, Osage, and the Osage Nation Financial Assistance office joined together to host the Osage
Nation Wrestling Camp in Pawhuska on Aug.
17. Rencountre’s “Team Black Eagle” held two
clinics, one for inexperienced wrestlers and
one for experienced wrestlers at the Pawhuska
High School wrestling facility.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

LEFT: Attendees and Chance Rencountre’s Team Black
Eagle pose for a group photo on Aug. 17 in Pawhuska.

ABOVE: Team Black Eagle Coach Henry Smith speaks to young campers in Pawhuska on Aug. 17.
RIGHT: Chance Rencountre (left) stands with Timmy Lookout of the Osage Nation Financial Assistance office for
a photo on Aug. 17 in Pawhuska.

ABOVE: UFC Professional Fighter Chance Rencountre coaches young
boys through drills at the Osage Nation Wrestling Camp on Aug. 17 in
Pawhuska.
RIGHT: UFC Professional Fighter Chance Rencountre speaks to the group
of attendees at the Osage Nation Wrestling Camp on Aug. 17 in Pawhuska.

2019 Kihekah Steh Powwow

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Kihekah Steh Princess Raen Holding sits as former Kihekah Steh Princesses stand behind her. Former princesses include two Osage Congresswomen, the Pawhuska District Head Cook,
Osage Nation employees and community members.

Straight Dancers wait for a song after grand Raen Holding was crowned the Kihekah Steh Prin- 2018-2019 Kihekah Steh Princess Jasentry at Kihekah Steh Powwow, July 26-28.
cess for the 2019-2020 year, July 26-28.
mine Phetsacksith (Left) stands with
Raen Holding, the new Kihekah Steh
Princess.

Head Man Dancer Mason Cunningham and
Head Lady Dancer Jamie Jon Whiteshirt lead
the grand entry at Kihekah Steh Powwow,
July 26-28.
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Revitalizing language for an Osage generation eager to learn
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
QUAPAW, Okla. – How do you teach
a language that took three generations
to erase?
That was the question Osage language teacher Christopher Cote posed

during his presentation at the 9th Annual Dhegiha Language Conference at
the Quapaw Nation’s Downstream Casino & Resort, July 31-Aug. 1.
“I always love this conference and
it’s a great opportunity to network with
people who speak a similar language,”
he said. “It’s good to nourish these re-

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage language instructor Christopher Cote gives a presentation at the 9th Annual Dhegiha
Language Conference at the Quapaw Nation’s Downstream Casino & Resort, July 31-Aug. 1.

Broadband projects stall after
burying beetle discovered in EA
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. — The rural broadband project for the Grayhorse and
Bowring communities has encountered
an insect-sized delay.
At Osage LLC’s Aug. 28 board of
directors meeting, Quality Control
Officer Molly Franks confirmed that
although the company has closed on
the necessary property purchases to
move forward with the broadband
project for the Grayhorse community, environmental assessments for the
proposed line showed that it would
disturb the habitat for the American
Burying Beetle.
The largest of North America’s carrion beetles, the American Burying
Beetle has been on the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Services endangered species
list since 1988.
Assessments for the proposed line for
a similar project serving the Bowring
community also came back positive for
the American Burying Beetle.
Although Franks reassured the
board that the project should still be
completed before grant funding from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture expires, she also made it clear that the

budget proposal originally submitted
would probably have to be modified to
account for the mitigation costs associated with the new discovery.
“We’re in the process of reviewing
the budget,” she said.
“If we have to request an extension, it would be because of circumstances completely beyond our control,
like this.”
Meanwhile, the company is considering looking to the skies in the coming
future to further build out its portfolio pending results of its July audit by
Moss Adams.
With more than 1,100 aerospace entities within Oklahoma, it is the state’s
second largest industry behind oil and
gas production. The tribe’s executive
branch has previously suggested the
possibility of pursuing drone contracts,
but board members made it clear that
they would like to look at other airborne revenue streams as well.
“We’re within 6-10 miles of a huge
aerospace hub,” board member Rick
Perrier said. “If we can find a way to tie
into that, that’d be a great opportunity.
“I just don’t see a lot of money in the
drone idea. Just today, 400 new jobs
were announced over at American Airlines, which impacts all of its support
companies. The potential is there.”

lationships we’ve shared for many generations.”
His presentation, “Osage Language:
Revitalizing More Than Words,”
touched on the erasure of Osage kinship relationships, the status of the
language being used today in the
Osage community and teaching Osage
in Daposka Ahnkodapi, “Our School.”
He said the Nation has done a great
job of preserving the language but now
comes the task of revitalizing it.
“No one’s ever going to learn this
language if all we do is preserve. We
have to revive it, revitalize it,” he said.
“We have to breathe new life into our
language, just like we breathe air. That
means we have to teach more than just
animals, colors, numbers.”
He said in today’s society the younger Osage generation is eager to learn.
He said his elders, like so many in
Osage families, chose to turn away
from the Osage culture to survive in
American society, but his generation is
the opposite.
“My grandfather didn’t want her [my
grandmother] to speak with an accent
because it would put more stigmatism to her life. They wanted her to be
able to function in a modern [world],”
he said. “But that’s not where we are
now, it’s like the funnel is completely
opposite. Now, the younger generation
is hungry. They want to know Osage

things, they don’t want to be identified
as Osage American, they want to be
identified as Osage. They want to know
these things.”
Many in the audience were nodding
their heads in agreement as many of
them are language teachers from their
respective tribes of the Kaw, Omaha,
Ponca, Northern Ponca and Quapaw.
Cote said there are many modern
items and events there are no Osage
words for, and he would like to see the
Osage language speakers that are left
come together and form a committee.
He said even the simplest things such
as a “stapler” or “texting” do not have
words.
He said the two Osage language
apps that are available are a good
start, but they are by no means the answer to teaching the language. He said
at Daposka Ahnkodapi, if the parents
don’t speak the language at home, then
the students won’t speak it at school.
He said it needs to be a community effort to learn and speak Osage for the
next generations to learn.
“How do we teach a people it took
three generations to take away?” he
said. “It’s been three generations since
my family had a fluent speaker, or a
first speaker. Is it going to take three
generations to reverse that? Is it going
to take a lifetime of work? Is it just me?
No, it’s not just me.”

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Talee Redcorn leads an Osage language immersion activity with Noah Shadlow, John HorseChief, Emma RedCorn-Dye and Lainie Maker.

Alison Black

Jennifer Bighorse

Kaylor Carlton

Tracy Lowe

Four Osages chosen for this year’s
NCAIED’s 40 Under 40 awards
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

The Osage Nation Environmental Solutions LLC owned this commercial-zoned building
south of Pawhuska for about five years, which was sold in August 2019.

ONES LLC sells its Pawhuska
building off Highway 99
Benny Polacca
Osage News
A commercial-zoned building owned
by Osage Nation Energy Solutions LLC
is now sold after being placed on the
market earlier this year.
ONES LLC owned the building
south of Pawhuska along State Highway 99 for approximately five years.
The building sits on 5.37 acres and was
most recently used by the ON Department of Natural Resources to house its
aquaponics operations, which are now
relocated to the Nation-owned Bird
Creek Farm.
ONES LLC Board Chairman Eddy
Red Eagle Jr. said the building property sale is finalized as of Aug. 9 sold
to Mark Short. The building sold for
$145,000 after the ONES LLC Board
approved the sale during a July 22 special meeting.
Jacque Jones, director of ONES LLC
operations, said Short purchased the
building with cash.

Earlier this year, ONES LLC engaged realty services of Keller Williams Realty Premier to market the
building for sale originally listed at
$230,000 following a market analysis
on the property.
In a collaborative statement on the
building sale earlier this year, the
ONES LLC Board said: “Owning the
property does not fit ONES LLC core
business plan; we can align the revenue from the sale to better align with
current business plan.”
In other business, the board also
discussed seeking an appropriation for
operations expenses from the ON Congress, which is convening for the 2019
Tzi-Zho Session starting Sept. 3. The
priority of the Nation’s legislative fall
session is the 2020 fiscal year budgets
and other appropriation bills will be
considered during the 24-day session.
The board did not specify a prospective appropriation amount during the
See Ones

—Continued on Page 22

Four Osages are among the members
of the National Center for American Indian Economic Development’s 2019 40
Under 40 class.
Jennifer Bighorse, Alison Black,
Kaylor Carlton and Tracy Lowe were
recognized Aug. 24 in Phoenix as part
of NCAIED’s annual awards gala.
Since 2009, NCAIED has annually
recognized 40 Indigenous professionals
under the age of 40 who have demonstrated leadership, initiative, and
dedication and made significant contributions in business, their professions,
or in their communities.
Previous honorees include U.S. Rep.
Sharice Davids (D-Kansas), rapper
Frank Waln, former WNBA all-star
Shoni Schimmel and National Indian
Gaming Commission Vice Chair Kathryn Isom.
“The 2019 class of our Native American 40 under 40 Award winners is a
truly impressive group of amazing
young leaders,” said Chris James, President and CEO of the National Center.
“They join a growing community of
past winners who are already making
a difference in their communities and
professions. I look forward to honoring their achievements and welcoming
them into the 40 under 40 family.”
For more than a decade, Bighorse
has served as the director of marketing
for Osage Casinos. A graduate of the
University of Oklahoma, she is also on
the board of directors for Arts Alliance
Tulsa and was part of Class 61 of Leadership Tulsa. She is also of Cherokee,
Sioux and Creek descent.
Black is the director of Indian Edu-

cation for the Red Rock-based Frontier
Public Schools. An alumna of Northern
Oklahoma College and Oklahoma State
University, she is the president-elect of
the Oklahoma Council of Indian Education and serves on the board of directors for the Oklahoma chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union. She is
also of Southern Cheyenne, Ponca and
Prairie Band Potawatomi descent.
A resident of Glenpool, Carlton is a
speech pathologist and the director of
rehabilitation at Okmulgee’s Highland
Park Manor. She is a graduate of the
University of Tulsa and Oklahoma
State University.
Lowe is a project manager with Broken Arrow-based Sawyer Fabrication
and is also of Creek descent.
Daniel Sherron, a citizen of the
Ponca Tribe, was also named to this
year’s 40 Under 40 class. He currently
serves as the clinic manager for Osage
Nation Health Services. Prior to coming to work for the Osage Nation, the
Ponca City resident was the executive
director for the Tonkawa Tribe’s housing authority and served on his tribe’s
gaming commission. He has bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from Southwestern College in Winfield, Kansas.
Past 40 Under 40 recipients from the
Osage Nation include:
• Jessica Rosemary Harjo 2009
• Jacque Jones 2010
• Berbon Hamilton 2011
• Shannon Shaw Duty 2012
• Ryan RedCorn 2013
• Christy Finsel 2014
• Anne (Jacobs) Chapman 2015
• Jeremy Jones 2015
• Jon RedCorn 2015
• Mary Jo Pratt 2016
• Dr. William Shunkamolah 2017
• Hallie Winter 2018
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Blanchard Springs Caverns tour guide Meghan Foll instructs Osage participants on the Wild
Cave Tour on Aug. 20.
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Osage participants of the Wild Cave Tour at Blanchard Springs Caverns in Mountain View,
Ark., descend into the cavern on Aug. 20. The caverns are considered a sacred place for the
Osage.

Blanchard Springs
Caverns has spiritual
meaning for Osages
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage participants of the Wild Cave Tour at Blanchard Springs Caverns take a break during
climbing the cavern on Aug. 20.

Eight of the nine Osage participants on the Wild Cave Tour pose for a photo in the cavern,
with tour guides Meghan Foll and Trey Vaden looking on. From left: Sarah Elsberry, Jess
Hendrix, John HorseChief, Vanessa Moore, Zachary Denton, Kilan Jacobs, Shelly Meylor
and Dr. Andrea Hunter, ON Historic Preservation Officer.

BLANCHARD SPRINGS, Ark. – For Osage citizens Blanchard Springs Caverns
is a spiritual and sacred place.
As one of the first stops on the 2019 Osage Heritage Sites Visit on Aug. 20, the
Historic Preservation Office took more than 20 Osage citizens down into the caverns.
“This is a very sacred space you all are getting ready to go into,” said Dr. Andrea
Hunter, the Nation’s Historic Preservation Officer. “For our ancestors, the caves
and shelters were often times used as burial places. They were also places for our
people to go and conduct spiritual rituals. The rock art that we will be seeing reflects that as well.”
According to John Riggs, “Deep Cave Archeology in the Arkansas Ozarks,”
Blanchard Springs Caverns is a labyrinth of caverns under the Ozark mountains.
It consists of various sized passages and many huge rooms extending almost 14
miles along three levels. It has been partially developed by the U.S. Forest Service
and is the second-largest commercial cave in the country. Geologists have assessed
the interior of the cave and have determined it has not changed structurally for at
least 10,000 years, according to Riggs.
The majority of the Heritage Sites Visit participants went on the Dripstone Trail
where they learned more about the caverns and its history of Native American usage dating back to around A.D. 980 +/-70 years, which would have been the Osage.
Nine other participants went on the Wild Cave Tour, led by guides Meghan Foll
and Trey Vaden, that is a four-hour strenuous hiking tour that explores the undeveloped middle section of the caverns.
According to Riggs, evidence suggests the spiritual significance of the Caverns
to Native Americans because of bones found deep within the cavern. The cavern is
only accessible by two entrances, one is a spring that no human could survive entrance without modern scuba gear and waterproof lights, and the second entrance
is a 75-foot sinkhole.
The bones of the Native American man were arranged in such a way that would
suggest the individual didn’t die there, but his bones were placed there. There
were also cane torches laid out neatly in a row on a desk shaped rock that was
waiting for future use. According to Riggs, many Native American cultures have
caves in their creation stories and regarded them as sacred places.
“The individual that was discovered in the caves, we’re pretty sure it was one of
our ancestors that was there,” Hunter said.
“[In June] we gave a sensitivity training to the Blanchard Springs Cavern staff
because it was important for us to relay the sensitivity and importance of the caves
to us,” Hunter said. “Because they’re giving tours to people and what it means – I
have no idea what they’re telling people and I want them to relay this information
in the Osage perspective as much as they can.”
During the Wild Cave Tour participants spoke to each other in the Osage language at times and many prayers were said along the way.
“I just want you all to know what it means to be in this place, with all of you and
how good it feels to be down here,” said Kilan Jacobs, Historic Preservation staff.
“I’m very thankful we got to come down here and experience this sacred place.”

All photos by
SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News
Osage participants of the Wild Cave Tour at Blanchard Springs Caverns take a break during
climbing to explore the cavern on Aug. 20

Vanessa Moore and Kilan Jacobs pose for a photo with Blanchard Springs Caverns behind them Participants of the 2019 Osage Heritage Sites Visit explore Blanchard Springs, which is
after they completed the Wild Cave Tour on Aug. 20.
one of two entryways into Blanchard Springs Caverns on Aug. 20.
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Legislative interim study on
MMIW receives green light
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. — A
proposed legislative interim study
aimed at addressing the epidemic of missing and murdered women in Oklahoma has received the
green light.
Among the interim study requests
approved on July 19 by state House
of Representatives Speaker Charles
McCall (R-Atoka) is a proposal from
Rep. Mickey Dollens (D-Oklahoma
City) to create a task force to explore
the jurisdictional questions that
arise when an indigenous woman is
killed or disappears.
The study will also create a system to collect data on these instances that can then be funneled through
one point of contact in the state and
be used to create a statewide database on missing and murdered indigenous women.
An interim study is a review of
legislative and policy issues that are
often either the subject of a failed recent bill or may be the topic of an upcoming measure. Any member of the
House or Senate may request one.

The results of Dollens’ interim
study will be referred to the Government Efficiency Committee. No timetable has been publicly announced
for meetings or hearings.
According to data from the National Coalition Against Domestic
Violence, more than half of all Native women nationally are subjected
to physical intimate partner violence
at some point in their lives and
one-fifth have been stalked. Native
women are also subjected to higher rates of interracial violence than
other groups, with an estimated twothirds of the sexual assaults against
Native women committed by nonNative men.
In 2016 alone, more than 5,700
cases of missing or murdered indigenous women and girls were
reported to the National Crime
Information Center.
A study published in October by
the Seattle Indian Health Board’s
Urban Indian Health Institute
ranked Oklahoma 10th nationally
for the number of cases of missing
and murdered Indigenous women,
but also acknowledged that due to
the dearth of data, the numbers are
“likely an undercount.”

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear addresses attendees at the Aug. 21
Osage Impact group meeting in Pawhuska to discuss updates from his office.

Standing Bear says
tribes taking united front
against gaming compact
renegotiations proposal
Benny Polacca
Osage News
After Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt’s
call for renegotiating the tribal gaming compacts, Osage Nation Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear said the
gaming tribes are responding with a
united front against the effort to increase fees to the state.
“The first thing we did is we all got
together and with the Oklahoma Indian Gaming Association, which is a
trade group, and we ended up at the
(July) OIGA conference and setting up
a tribal leader meeting,” Standing Bear
said during the Aug. 21 Osage Impact
citizen group meeting in Pawhuska.
The tribal leader and gaming-related meetings are a response in wake of
Stitt’s letter to gaming tribes proposing to renegotiate the gaming compacts
with the intent to reevaluate and potentially increase the exclusivity fees
the tribes pay to the state government.
With the united effort to oppose
Stitt’s proposal, Standing Bear said
the tribes have three fronts: publicity,
tribal leaders and attorneys.
Standing Bear, along with nearly 30
tribal leaders, signed a July 23 OIGA
letter standing in response to his proposal. According to the letter submitted to Stitt’s office by OIGA Chairman
Matthew Morgan, the signed tribal
leaders are intending “to stand united
in response” to the announced gaming compact renegotiations, as well as
Stitt’s argument that the gaming compacts will expire on Dec. 31.
The letter says the signed tribal
leaders believe: “The present gaming
compact(s) will automatically renew on
Jan. 1, 2020; The rates under the present gaming compact should not change.
They represent promises made by the
State of Oklahoma and the tribes.
Promises we intend to fulfill now and
in the future and we expect the state to
do the same.”
The letter also recognizes the Governor’s right to request a renegotiation of
the gaming compacts and asks Stitt to

Requests for Proposals

The Osage Nation will receive
proposals for a lease of a small
space in the former First National
Bank Building in Pawhuska, OK.
Requests for Proposal packets can be obtained electronically
from the Osage Nation Purchasing Office, 1071 Grandview Lane,
Pawhuska, OK 74056. Please
contact Tammy Leeper with the
Osage Nation Procurement Office
via email at tleeper@osagenation-nsn.gov.
Responses must be received on
or before 4:30 PM, Friday, September 20, 2019 in the Purchasing
Office.
Osage Preference will be applied in award of the contract as
per the Osage Nation Competitive
Bidding Act.
The Osage Nation reserves the
right to reject any and all bids.

“send your proposal to each and every
tribe together so that we may consider
any proposal as a unified body of tribal
leaders.”
In a July 8 editorial published in the
Tulsa World, Stitt wrote that Oklahoma’s gaming market was the third
largest in the country and that tribes
make an estimated $4.5 billion in annual revenue. He also wrote that Oklahoma’s current gaming compacts with
tribes had the lowest revenue-sharing
percentage in the country. He wants to
increase the tribal revenue share from
4 to 6 percent to 15 to 20 percent.
Standing Bear has said what Stitt is
proposing would devastate the Osage
Nation with cuts in government services as a worst-case scenario.
In the meantime, Standing Bear said
the Nation has legal counsel expertise
on the matter from Dean Luthey, who
is the Gaming Enterprise Board’s attorney, as well as OIGA’s legal counsel;
lobbyist and attorney Ken Bellmard;
Executive Branch attorney Terry Mason Moore and the Nation’s Attorney
General Holli Wells.
Standing Bear said he’s also aware
of a proposed ON Congressional resolution (ONCR 19-19 sponsored by
Congressman Eli Potts) to reject Stitt’s
claim the Nation’s gaming compact
must be renegotiated. Potts proposed
the resolution and Standing Bear referred him to work with legal counsel
to develop the language.
After speaking with Congressional
Speaker Joe Tillman, Standing Bear
said it’s likely the resolution will be
fast tracked for consideration early
in the 24-day Tzi-Zho Session, which
starts Sept. 3.
Founded in 2018, “The mission of
Osage Impact is to be a positive voice
on issues that affect the Osage way
of life. We strive to advocate, educate
and empower,” reads the group’s statement on its Facebook page. Check the
Osage Impact Facebook page for future
planned meetings and other informational items

Requests for Proposals
The Osage Nation will receive
proposals for the re-solicitation
of a Data Research Assistant for
the Osage Nation Prevention Programs in Pawhuska.
Detailed Requests for Proposals can be obtained electronically
from the Osage Nation Purchasing Office, 1071 Grandview Lane,
Pawhuska, OK 74056. Please
contact Tammy Leeper with the
Osage Nation Procurement Office
via email at tleeper@osagenation-nsn.gov.
Responses must be received on
or before 4:30 PM, Wednesday,
September 25, 2019 in the Purchasing Office.
Osage Preference will be applied
in awarding the contract. The
Osage Nation reserves the right
to reject any and all responses.
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Sacred Spaces

Through the

WahZhaZhe Looking Glass

Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News Culture Columnist

In late August, I spent two weeks
at the Mineral School, a small residency for artists and writers on the
shoulders of Mt. Rainier, an active
volcano in Washington state, the tallest of the Cascade Range.
Mt. Rainier is enormous, rising
almost three miles above sea level to 14,410 feet, with thirty square
miles of glacial features. It’s familiar,
visible from Interstate 5 at various
points along the 212-mile trip from
my home in the lower Columbia River estuary to Seattle and back. From
certain places along the Columbia,
we look for the tip of Mt Rainier—
called Tahoma or Tacoma, among
other indigenous names. It towers
in the distance when you see it from
Tacoma or Seattle. There’s a particular excitement in getting closer to, or
more intimate with such a magnificent presence.
The Mt. Rainier National Park
is the fifth oldest national park,
formed in 1899. The mountain itself
measures 100 square miles, and it’s
surrounded by ridges and valleys
formed by the volcanic activity that
has formed the region. Most of the
rivers that originate on Mt. Rainier
flow to Puget Sound in the northeast
corner of the US, but two, including
the Ohanapecosh meet the Cowlitz
River, which drains into the Columbia and flows on past our house.
There wasn’t much signage in park
connecting it to the indigenous people
who have lived here and have treaty
ties to the land. The National Park
Service describes its relationships
with the six nations, Nisqually, Puyallup, Squaxin Island, Muckleshoot,
Yakama and the Cowlitz, but locates
them firmly in the past, writing “All
but the Cowlitz trace their modern
tribal identity to one or more of three
treaties signed in 1854 and 1855.
The Upper Cowlitz, or Taidnapam,
did not sign a treaty with the United States, but like the treaty tribes,
maintained [sic] traditional ties to
landscapes that later became part of
Mount Rainier National Park.”
Or again, reading an archeological
survey from 2006, when writers were
becoming more specific about local
indigenous Nations, “the only ethnographic account focusing specifically
on Native American use of Mount
Rainier alludes to continuing use of
subalpine landscapes, travel about
the mountain, and even use of Indian guides, such Wapowety (MeshalNisqually) and Sluiskin (Taitnapam/
Upper Cowlitz –possibly Yakama),
to direct would-be climbers and explorers along Indian routes to Mount
Rainier. Even so, it is clear that by
the mid to late 1800s, Native American use of Paradise, and Mount
Rainer generally, was but a shadow
of its former state.” Reading histories
of America and trying to see an indigenous presence requires reading
between the lines or seeing with a
wider lens.
Mineral is a town of 202 that began with mining coal, which played
out around World War I. It’s quiet here. The freeway is miles away.
In the morning log trucks make the
long curve on their way to Hampton
Lumber Mills in Morton, their gears
ratcheting up and down the hillside.
The trucks return, hurrying home

Tzi-Zho
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leases and right-of-way easements
on restricted Indian lands and
trust lands on behalf of the Nation
through Oct. 1, 2020.
• ONCR 19-19 (Congressman Eli
Potts) is a resolution to reject
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt’s claim
that the gaming compact between
the Nation and the state must be
renegotiated.
• ONCR 19-20 (Congresswoman
Angela Pratt) is a resolution to
authorize a limited waiver of
sovereign immunity from suit
and a consent to jurisdiction to
Pharmacy Providers of Oklahoma
for pharmaceutical distribution
services and pharmacy
administrative organization
services.

Ruby Hansen Murray

mid-day. In small towns you recognize the sound of your neighbor’s vehicles. I hear the neighbors talking
on the sidewalk in the early evening.
At the residency, I’ve written but
I’ve also explored. The southern entrance to the park follows the Ohanapecosh River through a forest whose
beauty began to speak to my spirit.
Lacy vine maples were bright green
in the morning light between immense fir trunks. The park is filled
with jade green alpine lakes, with
meadows filled with wild flowers
even this late in summer. I’m blessed by striking views of ridges with
snowfields and glaciers. Last August,
visibility was poor; residents were
tormented by haze and ash from forest fires.
While I was at the residency, photos of the Osage cultural heritage
trip to Blanchard Springs Caverns
in Arkansas appeared. It was good
to see details of the trip: grasses that
the old Osages wove, pictographs,
the work it took to navigate into the
deepest parts of the caves. Hearing
about the meaning Osages assigned
to that amazing space underground,
made me think of Osage families
being forced to leave the Ozarks for
Kansas. I imagined young children
and babies traveling with their parents on that sad journey. It made me
think of the people including young
children, some babies crossing Mexico seeking safety now.
In the deep quiet, hundreds of
swallows swirl mid morning. Roosters crow. The red brick Mineral
School was built in 1948 and functioned as an elementary school with
four large classrooms before it closed.
The wide halls are lined with dark
brown linoleum tiles; there’s a gym
across a small breezeway.
Each of the artists at this small
residency – we are three writers and
one fiber artist from Texas – stays
in an old classroom, 27’ by 30’, with
fir flooring polished bright. Tall windows look on an enormous maple tree
with a tree house almost completely
hidden in dense foliage. The mountain glows pink some evenings.
I’m staying in what was a library at
one time, which feels fitting. I imagine school children sitting on the rug
around a Windsor rocking chair in
my room listening to a story. There’s
an innocence here. It’s an open space
full of light. It’s hard to compare it
to today’s schools where teachers
and children brace themselves for
violence. We need sacred spaces like
this mountain or the journey to the
deep caves to refresh ourselves.

As the Tzi-Zho Session continues
through September and into October,
more bills and resolutions are expected
to be filed for consideration.
Visit the Legislative Branch website
to view PDF copies of filed legislation
at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-weare/legislative-branch/legislation
Congressional meeting notices and
agendas for sessions and committee meetings are posted online to the
Legislative Branch calendar at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/congress-legislative-branch/calendar
The session and committee meetings
held in the ON Capitol Building are
public meetings (excluding executive
sessions allowed by Osage law) and
will be live-streamed at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/multimedia/live-media

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor
If you would like to submit a letter to
the editor, please mail it to the Osage
News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send

email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov.
Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited
for grammar, clarity and space.

Courtesy Photo/Inside Osage

A handgame held on the Osage Nation campus park during a tribal election.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Museum

Henry Roan, Jess Townsend.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Museum

Osage women pose for a photo in front of a backdrop.

Free computer literacy
classes to begin in September
Osage News
For those who have fallen behind
the technological curve, Sage Hawk
Computer Literacy Courses are hoping to help.
The Sage Hawk Foundation is
having its second Computer Literacy Course in Pawhuska. The classes
begin Sept. 16 and will run through
Nov. 22.
Classes are free and will be held
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m., Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. No prior
computer knowledge is required.
Class size is limited.
Founded in 2016, The Sage Hawk
Foundation is a 501(C)3 nonprofit
dedicated to bringing free computer literacy to impoverished Native
Americans all over the United States,
according to the Sage Hawk Foundation website. The training is meant
to give those in need a foothold they

need to reach their aspirations and
build up the Native American community one step at a time, according
to the website.
The location and other details will
be regularly announced on the Sage
Hawk website www.sagehawk.org.
Visit www.sagehawk.org/contact to
register.

Community
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Osage Nation joins Pawhuska Public School
for Professional Development Day
Avis Ballard
Osage Nation JOM Coordinator
Every year before school
starts,
Pawhuska
Public
School teachers and administrators meet for professional
development workshops in
order to prepare for the fall
semester. This year, Osage
Nation representatives joined
them and hosted several ses-

sions that focused on culture,
history, and education from an
Osage perspective.
The school is located just
a few blocks away from the
headquarters of the Osage
Nation. However, the collaboration between the two organizations for this type of event
took many months to plan and
is a special occurrence. ON Education Director Mary Wildcat

CAPTION2

Courtesy Photo/Avis Ballard
Pawhuska Public school administrators and representatives from the
Osage Nation gather for a photo after their collaboration for professional
development workshops on Aug. 21, 2019.

hopes this meeting sets a precedent for future collaborations
with the schools.
“It is up to us to speak on
behalf of the Native American
students in the school system,”
she said.
The Aug. 21 workshop began with a discussion from
Dr. Alex Red Corn, Assistant
Professor at Kansas State
University. His presentation,
“Foundational Understanding
of American Indian Issues in
Education,” examined the history and development of Indian
Education from the boarding
school era to the present day.
Approximately 93 percent of
Native students are attending public schools across the
country, he said. He continued
by emphasizing the value of
avoiding stereotypical images while teaching history and
also including modern images
and resources for students to
understand the current issues
faced by Native Americans.
Participants also heard presentations from the ON Historic Preservation Office and

Courtesy Photo/Avis Ballard

Dr. Alex Red Corn, Assistant Professor from Kansas State University,
discusses his presentation about American Indian Issues in education
during Pawhuska Public Schools professional development day on Aug.
21, 2019.

Education Department. John
Fox, ONHPO archaeologist,
presented a history lesson that
included the history of the
tribes’ migrations into Oklahoma. Wildcat and Coley Streater, ON Education academic
advisor, showed the group how
to navigate the Nation’s website and find online resources

such as the higher education
scholarship application and
Osage lesson plans, created
specifically for K-12 students.
Before the workshop ended,
the educators attended breakout sessions hosted by the ON
Language Department, the
See Professional

—Continued on Page 20

Save the Date

–Local Events Calendar

SEPTEMBER
September 3-October 4
Osage Nation Congress TziZho Session
Osage Nation Capitol
Building
100 W. Main Street
All Session and Committee
meetings broadcast live
(918) 287-5543
September 11
Fishing Derby
Osage Nation Pond
Children Ages 12 and
under
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
September 12
UINOKT Quarterly meeting
Osage Casino & Hotel –
Tulsa
September 15
Deadline to apply for
Wildland Fire Rookie
School
For more information call
(918) 287-9767 or email
wildlandfire@osagenationnsn.gov
September 16 – November 22
Sage Hawk Free Computer
Literacy Course
For more information visit
www.sagehawk.org/contact
September 27
Poetry Reading & Open Mic
Osage Nation Museum
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Featured Poet and Writer
is Dena Cosby.
For more information call
(918) 287-5441

OCTOBER
October 1
AARP Oklahoma Indian
Elder Honors
Oklahoma City, OK
October 4-5
32nd Oklahoma Indian
Summer Festival
10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Dewey, OK
October 5
National Indian Taco
Championship
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Pawhuska, OK
October 11
Breast Cancer Awareness
Fun Walk
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Osage Nation Welcome
Center
239 E. 12th St., Pawhuska,
OK

(918) 287-5482
October 11-12
Indigenous Peoples Day
Stompdance
Native American
Association
Muskogee, OK
October 14
Osage Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
October 14
3rd Annual Native
American Day
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Greater Tulsa Area Indian
Affairs Commission
Guthrie Green
111 East M.B. Brady St.,
Tulsa, OK
October 20
OU vs OSU
Bedlam Handgame
Wakon Iron, Pawhuska
October 28 – November 1
Osage Nation Wildland
Fire Rookie School
For more information call
(918) 287-9767 or email
wildlandfire@osagenationnsn.gov
October 29
Inauguration of Land of the
Osages Research Center
9 a.m.
University of MissouriColumbia
Lake of the Ozarks, Mo.

NOVEMBER
November 1, 2, 8 & 9
The Deaths of Sybil Bolton
Full length play
7:30 p.m.
Lynn Riggs Theater,
Dennis R. Neill Equality
Center
621 E. 4th St., Tulsa, OK
November 2
United Osages of Southern
California Fall Gathering
Carlsbad Senior Center
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information call
(760) 802-7591 or email
socal.osages@gmail.com
November 2
Osage Nation Johnson
O’Malley Powwow
Osage County Fairgrounds
Pawhuska, OK
November 10
The Deaths of Sybil Bolton
Full length play
2 p.m.

Lynn Riggs Theater,
Dennis R. Neill Equality
Center
621 E. 4th St., Tulsa, OK
November 11
Veterans Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
November 13-14
Oil & Gas Summit
November 16
13th Annual OKCPS
Powwow
US Grant High School
5016 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
OKC, OK
(405) 587-0355

Courtesy Photo/Avis Ballard

Herman Sleeper, from the Wahzhazhe Cultural Center, discusses how to
play Indian dice during Pawhuska Public School professional development day on Aug. 21, 2019.

November 28-29
Thanksgiving Holiday
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

DECEMBER
December 24-25
Christmas Holiday
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
December 31 at noon
New Year’s Eve
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

JANUARY 2020
January 28-29
4th Annual Osage Nation
Science Fair
For 7th and 8th grade
Osage County students
Osage County Fairgrounds
Pawhuska, OK
Jennifer Holding (918)
287-5300 or education@
osagenation-nsn.gov

FEBRUARY 2020

Megan Elizabeth Miller

Ryland Moore

Congratulations!

pionship Fancy Dance Competition this past weekend at
the historic White Eagle Park.
He becomes the fourth-generation fancy dancer in his
family to achieve the feat.
His great-grandfather Sidney
Moore won the competition
in 1947, his grandfather Ted
Moore won in 1957, his father
Randy Moore has won the competition in 1994, 1995, 1996,
2004, 2006, 2007, and 2010.
Congratulations Ryland!

DeLanda R. Mathes-Murphy would like to announce
the 2019 Barnsdall, Oklahoma
graduation of her niece, Megan Elizabeth Miller. Congratulations Megan! Love always,
Aunt Rose.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Grayhorse District Water Boy Ryland Moore, who won the 2019
Ponca Powwow World Cham-

Wahzhazhe

February 8
Wak’on Owatsi
Pawhuska Arbor

APRIL 2020
April 4
Osage News Candidate
Debates
Osage Casino & Hotel
Tulsa
Have an event? Send event information to the Osage News, Attn.:
Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah,
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax to (918)
287-5563. Make sure to include event
date, location, email and web address
(if applicable) and a phone number
where someone can be contacted for
validation, if necessary. Deadline for
the October issue is September 18,
2019.

Indian Candy
• 1 qt. dry corn “parched”
• 1 cup pecan or hickory nut meats, chopped fine
• White syrup to moisten
Grind corn or pound in wooden mortar until fine. Take parched
corn meal and moisten with syrup (preferably Karo) until it is
moist enough to mold. No take 1 cup pecan or hickory nut meats
and cut fine.
Add nut meats to moist corn and roll into balls, place on wax
paper and leave for about 1 hour.
Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American Indian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Obituaries
Edward Eugene
(Gene) Boulanger

Edward Eugene (Gene) Boulanger peacefully passed away
in his home July 29, 2019 with
his family at his bedside.
Boulanger was born in
Chatauqua, KS to Grover
and Fannie Boulanger on
March 20, 1930. Gene was a
member of the Osage Tribe.
His father, Grover, was an
original allottee.
Boulanger enlisted in the
Army in 1948 and was honorably discharged as a Corporal
for his service in the Korean
War in June 1952 and served
as a Master Sergeant in the
National Guard.
He married Frances R. Frye
on June 26, 1952 and together became parents to three

daughters, Teresa Lea Blue,
Linda Sue (Hanna) Boulanger
and Jacquelin Diane (Amantia) Boulanger. He is survived
by his wife Frances, daughters
Linda and Jacki, seven grandchildren, and 13 great-grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by his parents, siblings,
his eldest daughter Teresa,
and his first grandchild Chester Eugene Blue.
Most Pawhuskans will remember Gene as their friendly milk-man. His passion was
hunting and providing for his
family. He lived and loved in
God’s country. The family asks
that in lieu of flowers, donations in his name be made to
the American Heart Association or the American Diabetes
Association.

Karen Kay Gross

Karen Kay Gross, 58, of Tulsa, passed from this life peacefully in her home on Monday,
July 22, 2019.
She was born in Pawhuska,
Oklahoma on December 23,
1960, the daughter of George
Don “Slick” and Betty Louise (Neptune) Sponsler. She
was raised in Pawhuska and
graduated from school with
the class of 1979. On November 8, 1985, she married her
high school sweetheart James
Gross. They shared 33 wonderful years together as husband
and wife.
Karen was an admired and
respected professional. Her
love for her work and others
was evident in everything that
she did. She was Executive
Vice President at Blue Sky
Bank and spent over 40 years
in the banking industry. She is
also remembered for her charitable work and generous heart.
She served on the Board for
the March of Dimes, was a devoted volunteer for The Little
Lighthouse, Special Olympics,
and Tulsa Community Food
Bank. Karen often performed
anonymous acts of kindness
without allowing recognition.
Karen’s heart for people and
generous spirit will forever be
remembered.
She is survived by her
husband, James, daughter,
Kaylor Gross Carlton, of Glenpool, OK; son, James Austin
“Stretch” Gross and his wife
Bradi of Jenks, OK; mother,
Betty Sponsler Stuart of Tulsa,
OK; sister, Linda Lou Sponsler
and her husband Dennis Cummings of Denver, CO; nephew,

Mary Louise Pappin Miller
Mary Louise Pappin Miller went to be with Jesus on
July 13, 2019. She died peacefully at home with her family
in attendance.
She was born May 18, 1923
to Alex and Mary Pappin. Her
father was an honored member of the Osage tribe. She
attended the Indian school
and church.
The family moved to Sweet
Home, Oregon, when Mary
was 13 years of age as her father had passed away. There
she met Kenneth Miller and
they wed in 1939 with both
mothers in attendance. Three
children were born to them:
Lester Miller, Linda Joy, and
Nancy Byrnes.
In 1942 they moved to
Piercy, California, where Kenneth was a foreman at Riverview Ranch.
Mary was very active in
her kids’ lives and took them
to church regularly. She loved
nature, arts and crafts, sewing,
gardening, canning, baking
and swimming and taught the
many children in her life these
things. She was precious to
her in-laws, nieces and nephews. Special men in her life in
later years were Pastor David
Sanchez, Dr. Mark Phelps and

Trumbly
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which provided me the
time to spend more time
on Osage business.

Mary Louise Pappin Miller

Tom Deardoff. She had many
great-great-great and greatgreat-great-grandchildren
beginning with Steve Miller,
Shari Moody, Bryan Miller,
Callie, Leia Miller, Allen Miller and Kenneth Vail.
Mary’s wisdom, her quick
beautiful smile and understanding heart won her many
friends over the years. Her
main goal in life was to love
others and serve Jesus.
Her last three years were
spent in Sequoia Springs,
Fortuna where she was loved
and blessed.
She was preceded in death
by her husband of 69 years,
Kenneth Miller, and her beloved grandson, Steve Miller.
She touched so many lives
and will be forever be in
our hearts.
A memorial service was held
July 20 at the Redway Baptist
Church in Redway, California.

Kent Shoemaker
Karen Kay Gross

Conor Cummings and his wife
Claire of Tulsa, OK and numerous other extended family
members and friends.
She was preceded in death
by her father, George Don
Sponsler Sr., brother, George
Don Sponsler Jr., and maternal grandparents, Howard and
Izora Neptune.
A viewing was held by family on July 29 at Fitzgerald
Southwood Colonial Chapel.
Funeral services were held
July 30 at First United Methodist Church, Tulsa, OK.
Memorial donations may
be made in Karen’s name to
The Little Lighthouse, 5120 E.
36th St, Tulsa, OK 74135 by
visiting www.littlelighthouse.
org or to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital by visiting www.stjude.org. Fitzgerald Southwood
Colonial Chapel, 918-2913500, www.fitzgeraldfuneralservice.com

Jeffery Bryan Kidder
Powell Funeral Home

Jeffery Bryan Kidder, 46
years, of Hominy, Oklahoma, passed from this life on
Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2019 at
Jane Phillips in Bartlesville,
Oklahoma.
Jeffery was born in Cleveland, Oklahoma to Dennis and
Mary (Wheeler) Kidder. He
graduated from Hominy High
School in 1991 and continued
his education at Tulsa Welding School where he graduated
in 1993. Jeffery was employed
as a welder and roustabout for
Falcon Field Service, also being employed by Gary Lester
Well Service. He worked many
years as a self-employed welder. Jeffery served the Zon-ZoLi’n committee as a Water boy
and also served as a cook. Jeffery had many friends. He never met a person he wouldn’t
help. Jeffery had a big heart to
everyone he came across.
Jeffery is survived by three
sons: Jeffery Kidder, Samuel
Kidder and Christopher; father Dennis Kidder; brothers
Michael Kidder, Gregory Kidder, Benjamin “Ben” Kidder
and Joseph Kidder; nephews
Josh, Caleb, Jordan, Bryan,
Isaac, and Little Joe; nieces
Morgan, Christina, Josie; and
grandson Kairus Cole Kidder.
Jeffery is preceded in death
by his mother, Mary Francis
(Wheeler) Kidder; uncle Ran-
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Jeffery Bryan Kidder

dy Kidder; maternal grandparents Francis and (Mildred)
Hamilton Wheeler; paternal
grandparents, Dennis and Virginia Kidder.
Funeral services were held
Aug. 30, 2019 at the Kidder
Family Residence located in
Hominy, Oklahoma. Visitation was held at the Kidder
Family Residence. Pallbearers
were Jeffery Kidder, Samuel
Kidder, Jordan Kidder, Bryan
Kidder, Joshua Kidder, Caleb
Kidder, Isaac Jake and Michael Fields. Honorary Pallbearers were John Enloe, Neil
McFarland, Terry Lookout.
Burial followed services at the
A.J. Powell Memorial Cemetery in Hominy, Oklahoma.
Powell
Funeral
Home
was entrusted with arrangements. Online condolences and memories may
be left in the guestbook at
PowellFuneralService.com.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it
to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah,
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov. Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and
may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

Kent Shoemaker (74) passed
away at home after multiple
struggles with cancer. He was
born to Bill and Martha (Tayrien) Shoemaker in Tulsa, OK.
Bill died in England in WWII
when Kent was a baby. She
later remarried.
Kent was proud to be a ‘62
graduate of Nathan Hale High
School. He went on to the University of Oklahoma where he
became a Beta Theta Pi and an
avid Sooner football fan, and
he completed his Bachelors in
Business Administration. He
married Susan Williams and
worked for McDonnell Douglas Aerospace and Honeywell’s
Defense Avionics Systems Industries for over 35 years.
Kent’s work took the family
to Southern California, back
to Oklahoma, on to St. Louis, MO, then to Largo, FL (20
years) and finally Albuquerque, NM. He enjoyed his work
which put him in contact with
people from various parts of
the world. Kent’s agile mind
and attention to details enabled him to take on a multitude of roles and to enjoy the
diversity his work offered.
Following his retirement,
Kent fulfilled his dream of
moving back to Oklahoma
where he renovated a country
home in Washington County
near his life-long friend Steve
Schaub. Steve’s wife Sharon
introduced him to Wanda Kendall, and they married in 2011.
Together they traveled to see
their sons, grandchildren, siblings, in-laws, and friends as
well as parts of the country
they wanted to share.
Time passed too quickly.
Kent was known for his good
nature and generous spirit.
He enjoyed coaching his sons’
baseball and soccer teams and
did likewise for grandson Cyle.
A true jack-of-all trades, his
many hobbies over the years
included bicycling, remodeling
cars, woodworking, fly fishing,

Professional
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Wahzhazhe Cultural Center,
and the Osage Nation Museum. This gave them an opportunity to learn about the
latest Osage technology, such
as the Language department’s
two language apps, and traditional activities, like the
Indian dice game. ONM staff
also brought items to showcase artistry found in the
Osage community.
An educational event like
this is a valuable opportunity
to promote positive cultural

Kent Shoemaker

reading (especially doomsday fiction), target shooting
and cooking. He was able to
connect with any dog or cat
he came across, most recently Jack (a stray cat) and Sam
(Wanda’s rescue).
Kent spent many hours researching his Osage heritage,
going back to a (great x) grandfather on the first Council. He
proudly passed on knowledge
and photos to his sons.
Kent was a member of Fellowship Lutheran (Tulsa),
their men’s RAMPS building
group, NHHS ‘62 lunch bunch,
and Bartlesville Sportsmen’s
Club. He treasured his many
friendships and loved all his
family and extended family.
In addition to his wife Wanda, Kent is survived by his
dad, two sisters, sons Stephen
and Christopher (wife Robin),
stepson Heath Kendall, grandchildren Cyle, Charlotte and
Carli, and great granddaughter Elladee, as well as numerous in-laws, treasured cousins,
aunts and friends.
A memorial service was held
in January. Kent’s ashes will
be interred next to his father
Bill’s grave in Tulsa Memorial cemetery, at a later date.
Family members suggested
memorials go to Oaks Indian
Mission or a cancer fighting
institute of your choice.
awareness in the public school
system, Wildcat said. Research
shows that Native students
suffer high dropout rates, low
self-esteem, and a lack of cultural identity due to negative
stereotypes represented in
textbooks and in the media,
according to the National Indian Education Association’s
publication “Native Nations
and American Schools: The
History of Natives in the
American Education System.”
If a public school environment
is supportive of cultural diversity, it stands to reason that
Native students will be more

ON: What world
events had the most
impact on you?
Trumbly: Maybe not
the most impactful, but
certainly very memorable
events that I vividly remember were tragedies.
November 22, 1963, the
Kennedy assassination – I
was working in my office in
the west wing of the Phillips Tower, which is the
only part of the old Phillips building still standing. Phillips let employees
go home early.
April 19, 1995, the
Oklahoma City bombing
– There were two Osage
employees on their way to
a meeting across the street
from the Murrah federal building. They were
running 10 to 15 minutes
late, which probably saved
their lives.
September 11, 2001 –
the terrorist attacks. I
was in a meeting in Tulsa
at 61st and Yale with a
Mineral Council committee and the Osage Chief
discussing a possible opportunity with an oil company. I did not learn about
the attack until the meeting was over. When we left
for Pawhuska, every gas
station in Tulsa had long
lines at the pumps.
ON: What is your
greatest regret?
Trumbly: I do not have
any great regrets. Were
there things I would
change? Sure. I was labeled a workaholic. I
might have changed to a
mild workaholic. I spent
plenty of time with family, but I would have made
more time for relatives and
friends. I probably read
more than the average
adult, but I would have
made more time for reading. These are the type of
adjustments I might have
made.
Good Reading List
Non-fiction:
• “Jefferson and the
Gun Men” by M.R.
Montgomery. How the
treacherous former
VP Burr tried to
undermine President
Jefferson Louisiana
Purchase. Has Osage
references.
• “The Perfect Weapon”
by David E. Sanger.
War in the Cyber Age
Fiction
• “The Good Earth”
by Pearl S. Buck.
Dramatizes family life
in a Chinese village
in the early 20th
century. Was assigned
reading in high school.
• “Rags of Glory” by
Stuart Cloete. Based
on the 2nd Boer war
• “The Country Team”
by Robin Moore. Story
on a war in southeast
Asia. Easy to see it is
fictionalized Vietnam.

successful in achieving their
academic goals.
The informational presentations included history, culture, technology, and available
resources. At the end of the
event, David Cash, Superintendent of Pawhuska Public
Schools, thanked the ON representatives for their time
and then spoke to the group
of instructors.
“Almost half of our students
come from the Osage Nation,”
he said. “They are sharing
them with us. We need to always remember that.”

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To
apply for a position with the
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/application-form. Applicants are
welcome to attach a resume and/
or cover letter in addition. Please
note that all applicants tentatively selected for employment
with the Osage Nation will be
required to submit to a urinalysis to screen for illegal drug use.
Employment will be contingent
upon drug test results. OSAGE /
VETERAN / INDIAN PREFERENCE IS CONSIDERED. Verification of preference must be
included with application. For
questions please contact Taryn
Crawford, Osage Nation Employee Recruitment Specialist at
(918) 287-5445 or email tcrawford@osagenation-nsn.gov.
Geographic
Information
System (GIS) Coordinator –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The Geographic Information
System (GIS) Coordinator determines the Nations need for GIS
layers and data sets. Generates
the more complex reports and
mapping tables, extracts data
and creates visual presentations
and maps. Provides guidance
and support related to ArcGIS
for various departments within the Osage Nation including,
Real Estate Services, Roads,
Natural Resources, Historic
Preservation, Accounting, Information Technology, Emergency
Management, Grants, Strategic
Planning and the Broad Band
Project.
Emergency
Management
Administrative Assistant –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
Performs
professional
and
technical duties in emergency
management and homeland security; assists with development
of emergency response plans;
works under the supervision of
the Emergency Management Director; performs related duties
as required.
Certification/Issuance Clerk
– Pawhuska, regular full time.
Provides support and assistance
to eligible applicants/participants by performing nutrition
activities related to nutritional
risk factors, including selecting and providing basic and/or
customized supplemental food
packages to participants while
providing individualized nutrition education based on the assessment of health and nutrition
information obtained. In addition, performs applicant/participant eligibility and certification;
provide explanation of the Women, Infants and Children (WIC)
program, its benefits, and basic
nutrition education to participants; and enters and retrieves
participation information in an
automated information system.
Graphic Designer – Pawhuska, regular full time. The
Graphic Designer should be able
to create designs, concepts, and
sample layouts based on knowledge of layout principles and
esthetic design concepts. Determine size and arrangement of
illustrative material and copy,
and select style and size of type
to create various products. Use
computer software to generate new images as needed by
end-user. Mark up, paste, and
assemble final layouts to prepare layouts for printer coupled
with the ability to draw and
print charts, graphs, illustrations, and other artwork, using
the computer. The candidate
will be able to review final layouts and suggest improvements
as needed while conferring with
clients to discuss and determine
layout design. Easily develop
graphics and layouts for product illustrations, company logos,
and Internet websites.

assisting families in checking/
finding insurance, scheduling
appointments, as well as organizing and/or planning events
and outings held by the TREE
Program.
Personal Trainers Assistant
– Pawhuska, regular part time.
Assist Personal Trainer with all
duties related to operating a Fitness Center.
Child Development Associate – WELA Fairfax, regular
full time. Performs para-professional educational work in
planning, preparing, and implementing a WELA Program for
young children and their families. Assists the lead teacher in
a cooperative and professional
manner. Drives school bus or assists as bus monitor daily.
Cook – Fairfax, regular full
time. The Cook will plan a cycle
menu for breakfast, lunches and
snacks. This position is responsible for preparing nutritional
meals for Wah Zha Zhe Early
Learning Center children, staff
and parents in accordance with
USDA regulations.
Child Development Associate – WELA Hominy, regular
full time. Performs para-professional educational work in
planning, preparing, and implementing a WELA Program for
young children and their families. Assists the lead teacher in
a cooperative and professional
manner. Drives school bus or assists as bus monitor daily.
Teacher
Assistant
Head
Start – Pawhuska, regular full
time. Performs para-professional educational work in planning,
preparing, and implementing a
Head Start Program for young
children and their families.
Assists the lead teacher in a
cooperative and professional
manner. Drives school bus or assists as bus monitor as needed.
Head Start Teacher -Pawhuska,
regular full time. The Teacher
is responsible for performing
educational work in planning,
preparing, and implementing an
educational program for young
children and their families.
Archives Specialist – Hominy, regular full time. The Archives Specialist is primarily
responsible for the storage/preservation area of the Archives
Program. Work involves preservation, collection, maintenance,
organization and accessioning of
records: paper documents, manuscripts, photographs, films,
audios, video tapes, maps and
other records of historical or cultural significance to the Osage
Nation.
Language Curriculum Specialist – Pawhuska, regular
full time. The Language Curriculum Specialist plans, organizes, develops and promotes
various language activities necessary for the implementation
of the Osage curriculum framework. The language curriculum
will be developed within the
framework of the general educational curriculum.
Child Development Associate – WELA Skiatook, regular
full time. Performs para-professional educational work in
planning, preparing, and implementing a WELA Program for
young children and their families. Assists the lead teacher in
a cooperative and professional
manner. Drives school bus or assists as bus monitor daily.

Maintenance
Tech
I
–
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The Maintenance Technician
I is responsible for the overall
maintenance of structures and
grounds of the Osage Nation.
The Maintenance Tech I must
perform miscellaneous tasks
requiring hand labor for the
development and maintenance
of tribal lands and structures.
Responsible for overall maintenance, plumbing, and electrical
components of Tribal buildings.

Certified Personal Trainer –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
Trainers will provide one-on-one
fitness instruction for clients
desiring a program tailored to
meet their specific needs. He/
she will evaluate their clients’
physical fitness and keep track
of their progress. He/she will
develop programs and choose
exercises that provide the optimum results and take into
account the activities their clients enjoy. He/she will act as a
motivator who encourages the
client to perform to the best of
their physical ability, as well as,
recognize strengths and weaknesses. He/she will be able to
recognize injury and/or distress.
He/she must be able to demonstrate the movements and exercises recommended.

Administrative
AssistantYouth & Family TREE –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The Administrative Assistant
provides support to the Director, as well as to the staff and
clients. He/she is responsible for

Associate Teacher – Pawhuska, regular full time. The Teacher is responsible for performing
educational work in planning,
preparing, and implementing an
educational program for young
children and their families.
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Executive
Administrative
Assistant – Pawhuska, regular full time. The Executive
Administrative Assistant works
under the supervision of the
Osage Minerals Council, performing administrative functions for both the Council and
their constituents, assisting in
the efficient operation of the
Osage Minerals Council and
provides administrative support
in their day-to-day functions.
Certified Pre-K Teacher –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The Pre-K Teacher will be responsible for fostering the intellectual and social development of
children 3 to 5 years of age. The
Pre-K Teacher will be required
to collaborate with Language
Teachers that are working with
children to develop fluency in
communication using the Osage
language. The Pre-K Teacher
will help cultivate students understanding and appreciation of
Osage culture, inspiring self-esteem and strengthening attitudes among students, families,
and the community. The Pre-K
Teacher will teach core skills
and objectives to mastery as prescribed by national standards.
The Pre-K Teacher operates
within the framework of lesson
plans developed and administered by the Headmaster and
teaches those plans to the entire
class, individually to students,
and in small groups. The Pre-K
Teacher tracks student progress
and presents that information to
the Headmaster and parents.
Purchased Referred Technician – Pawhuska, regular full
time. The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health
Clinic provides funded Medical/
Dental referral care for its patients in the way of outpatient,
inpatient, emergency and extended care services. This position is to assure an efficient and
timely system of managed referral care to patients. Position
will be responsible for screening,
scheduling and follow up of patient visits and administrative
support to the Referral Care department.
Curriculum
Specialist
–
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The Language Curriculum Specialist plans, organizes, develops
and promotes various language
activities necessary for the implementation of the Osage curriculum framework throughout
the Immersion School. The language curriculum will be developed within the framework of
the general educational curriculum of the Immersion School.
Osage Nation Education Department Internship – Hominy, temporary full time. The
Osage Nation Education Department Internship Program is
designed to provide Osage students with work experience in
their chosen field of study. The
program is designed to serve
enrolled members of the Osage
Nation with a minimum of 61+
hours completed in an accredited college or university degree
program. The intern program
also accepts applications from
students who are enrolled in
their final 9 weeks of vocational technology programs. Applicants are required to carry a 2.5
or higher-grade point average in
the semester previous to application. Please review the ONE
Higher Scholarship Handbook
for limitations and incentives.
OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To
apply for a position with
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers
BARTLESVILLE
Surveillance Officer – Bartlesville, regular full time. This
position is responsible for protecting all Osage Casino assets
and maintaining the integrity
of gaming in the Osage Casinos
utilizing all Surveillance equipment and floor observations.
This employee sole responsibility is to observe and report. The
Employee must perform all duties in accordance with the internal policies, procedures, and
controls, as well, as applicable
laws and gaming regulations.
Dishwasher – Bartlesville,
regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Food and Beverage Manager, washes and sanitizes all equipment and utensils
used in food preparation.
Bartender – Bartlesville,
regular full time. Under general supervision of the Beverage
Supervisor, maintain the bar
area. Provides excellent custom-

er service in a timely manner.
Prepare all drink orders, delivers and refills drink orders, and
responds to quest questions and
requests. Handle all payment
transactions accurately.
Regional Count Team Attendant – Bartlesville, regular full time. Responsible for
retrieval of currency boxes and
table game drop boxes, emptying drop boxes once they are
delivered to the count room and
ensuring accuracy of daily count
operations. Performs all duties
at multiple properties in accordance with Company core values, the objectives of the Osage
Nation, internal policies, procedures and controls, as well, as
applicable laws including but
not limited to the USA Patriot
Act, and gaming regulations.
Food and Beverage Supervisor – Bartlesville, regular full
time. Under general supervision
of the Food and Beverage Manager, manages day-to-day supervision of food and beverage
operations which includes point
of sale transactions, quality,
guest satisfaction, and inventory of stock.
Buffet Attendant – Bartlesville, regular full time. This
position is responsible for maintaining service in the buffet
area. This includes fulfilling
guest beverage orders, delivering/refilling beverages, busing
and setting up tables and responding to guest questions and
requests.
Short Order Cook – Bartlesville, regular full time. Under
general supervision of the Food
& Beverage Supervisor, maintains an efficient food operation
by preparing hot and cold food
items in accordance with production requirements, recipes
and established safety policies
and procedures.
HOMINY
Short Order Cook – Hominy,
regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Food & Beverage Supervisor, maintains an
efficient food operation by preparing hot and cold food items
in accordance with production
requirements, recipes and established safety policies and
procedures.
Bartender – Hominy, regular
full time. Under general supervision of the Beverage Supervisor, maintain the bar area.
Provides excellent customer
service in a timely manner. Prepare all drink orders, delivers
and refills drink orders, and responds to quest questions and
requests. Handle all payment
transactions accurately.
PAWHUSKA
Short Order Cook – Pawhuska, regular full time. Under
general supervision of the Food
& Beverage Supervisor, maintains an efficient food operation
by preparing hot and cold food
items in accordance with production requirements, recipes
and established safety policies
and procedures.
PONCA CITY
Surveillance Officer – Ponca City, regular full time. This
position is responsible for protecting all Osage Casino assets
and maintaining the integrity
of gaming in the Osage Casinos
utilizing all Surveillance equipment and floor observations.
This employee sole responsibility is to observe and report. The
Employee must perform all duties in accordance with the internal policies, procedures, and
controls, as well, as applicable
laws and gaming regulations.
Main Bank Cashier – Ponca
City, regular full time. Responsible for distributing banks to
internal guests of internal departments as well as dropping
these banks with accuracy. Protects company assets issued to
them while dealing with guests,
in an efficient and courteous
manner.
Security Officer – Ponca
City, regular full time. Protects
company assets and provides a
safe environment for employees
and guest.
Cocktail Server – Ponca City,
regular part time. This position
is responsible for taking orders
and serving alcoholic and/or
non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for providing friendly
and professional service to every
guest encountered.
Restaurant Server – Ponca

City, regular part time. This position is responsible for taking
orders and serving food, alcoholic and/or non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for proper
settlement of all transactions
at point of sale. Responsible for
providing friendly and professional service to every guest encountered.
Dishwasher – Ponca City,
regular part time. Under general supervision of the Food
and Beverage Manager, washes
and sanitizes all equipment and
utensils used in food preparation
Short Order Cook – Ponca
City, regular full time. Under
general supervision of the Food
& Beverage Supervisor, maintains an efficient food operation
by preparing hot and cold food
items in accordance with production requirements, recipes
and established safety policies
and procedures.
SAND SPRINGS
Main Bank Cashier – Sand
Springs, regular part time. Responsible for distributing banks
to internal guests of internal departments as well as dropping
these banks with accuracy. Protects company assets issued to
them while dealing with guests,
in an efficient and courteous
manner
Cocktail Server – Sand
Springs, regular full time. This
position is responsible for taking
orders and serving alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for providing friendly
and professional service to every
guest encountered.
Surveillance Officer – Sand
Springs, regular full time. This
position is responsible for protecting all Osage Casino assets
and maintaining the integrity
of gaming in the Osage Casinos
utilizing all Surveillance equipment and floor observations.
This employee sole responsibility is to observe and report. The
Employee must perform all duties in accordance with the internal policies, procedures, and
controls, as well, as applicable
laws and gaming regulations.
Food and Beverage Supervisor – Sand Springs, regular
full time. Under general supervision of the Food and Beverage
Manager, manages day-to-day
supervision of food and beverage
operations which includes point
of sale transactions, quality,
guest satisfaction, and inventory of stock.
Cocktail Server – Sand
Springs, regular full time. This
position is responsible for taking
orders and serving alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for providing friendly
and professional service to every
guest encountered.
Shift Supervisor – Sand
Springs, regular full time. Responsible for the overall effective and efficient supervision of
all casino floor shift operations
as assigned by the reporting senior.
EVS Attendant – Sand
Springs, regular full time.
Under direct supervision of
the Housekeeping Supervisor,
transfers clean and dirty linens
and trash to/from Laundry and
Room Attendants. Assists with
stocking other items as needed
by Room Attendants. Ensures
cleanliness of entire property
public areas both inside and
outside the casino. Responsible for banquet events set up,
teardown, and clean up. Responsible for moving furniture,
boxes, stocking and re-stocking
shelves, trash removal, and completes other duties as assigned.
Security Officer – Sand
Springs, regular full time. Protects company assets and provides a safe environment for
employees and guest.
EVS Supervisor – Sand
Springs, regular full time. Under general direction of the designated property manager, the
EVS Supervisor oversees and
coordinates the daily activities
of the EVS Attendants to ensure
cleanliness of operations gaming
floor, property venues, and public areas.
Armed Security Officer –
Sand Springs, regular full
time. Protects company assets
and provides a safe environment for employees and guests.
This position requires a welcom-

See Classifieds
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Opinion
Letters to
the Editor

Some things never change

There is an old saying that
goes, “Some things never
change,” but I am here to tell
you that there is one Indian
here that has learned his history and it is not going to repeat itself. I am speaking of
the way the Indian has been
treated since the white man
came to this country and decided that he wanted it for his
own. Yes, the Indian was here,
but after all, they were savages and it didn’t matter. So, the
white man took the land that
he wanted and when it was
not enough, he took some more
and some more and then some
more until he had a better
idea. Let’s push them all the
way out west where the land is
not very good we don’t need it.
As the population in the white
cities grew and they wanted
more land, they thought “Well,
let’s push the Indian further
out west out of our way. That’s
OK, they are just savages.”
So, we have the Trail of Tears.
What was that you say? What
was the Trail of Tears? That
was where the white man’s
government walked the Indian
across the county to the land
the white man didn’t want. After all, the white man couldn’t
just shoot them. That would
make the white man the savage. By walking them, most of
them would die of the weather
before they got there. Oops, we
fooled them. Oh yea, I am not

a history major, I forgot the
time the good white man also
gave blankets smeared with
Small Pox to the Indian, but
alas, that didn’t wipe them out
either. Then they tried killing
of the buffalo, our main source
of food, trying to starve us to
death. So here we are in 2019
and look what’s happened. The
Indian has survived. Using the
white man’s tools, they have
built casinos for recreation
and “yes” profit. The profit
has been used to support our
schools, housing, our cultural programs, our health programs and so on. And now I
read in the Osage News that
Governor Stitt of Oklahoma
wants to increase a state tax
on our Casino revenues by almost 200%. You read that correctly, 200%. No politician in
the world would suggest a single tax over 5% or they would
be run out of town, but this is
Indian money that the state is
taxing. And it’s really Indian
money and after all, they’re
savages. We’ve taken from
them before and gotten away
with it. Right!! I am curious if
the Governor doesn’t know his
history or what? Some things
never change, or do they? Now
if the Governor wants to tax
the people of Oklahoma to pay
the Indian back for the Country they stole, I could see a
200% tax for that.
–Gregory Woodell
Bentonville, AR

Classifieds

ble for providing casino visitors
with maximum guest satisfaction.

ing disposition and both strong
communication and interactive
skills, as this is the first Osage
Casino Employee to greet visitors and answer phones.

Short Order Cook – Skiatook, regular full time. Under
general supervision of the Food
& Beverage Supervisor, maintains an efficient food operation
by preparing hot and cold food
items in accordance with production requirements, recipes
and established safety policies
and procedures.

–from Page 21

SKIATOOK
Surveillance Officer – Skiatook, regular full time. This
position is responsible for protecting all Osage Casino assets
and maintaining the integrity
of gaming in the Osage Casinos
utilizing all Surveillance equipment and floor observations.
This employee sole responsibility is to observe and report. The
Employee must perform all duties in accordance with the internal policies, procedures, and
controls, as well, as applicable
laws and gaming regulations.
Casino Services Agent – Skiatook, regular full time. Responsible for distributing money
to gaming guests via check cashing, credit card advances, conversion of chips and coins, and
gaming tickets into currency.
Responsible for providing support and service to club members and other casino visitors to
ensure maximum guest satisfaction. Responsible for promoting
the success of the Club Osage,
by assisting guests through the
membership process, and explaining the benefits of membership and details of on-going
promotions and events. Protects
company assets while dealing
with the public in an efficient
and courteous manner.
Guest Service Representative – Skiatook, regular full
time. This position is responsi-

Osage Veteran

Hunting
opportunity
The Osage Nation Ranch
is offering two free full-season deer hunting opportunities to members of the
Osage Nation who are
military veterans.
To apply please call (918)
287-3835. Applicants must
provide proof of Osage
membership, veteran status
and active hunting license
to be considered. Both state
and Osage Nation hunting l
aws apply.
A drawing will occur on
Sept. 1 to award the two
hunting spots.

Bartender – Skiatook, regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Beverage
Supervisor, maintain the bar
area. Provides excellent customer service in a timely manner.
Prepare all drink orders, delivers and refills drink orders, and
responds to quest questions and
requests. Handle all payment
transactions accurately.

Osage Nation
Ranch is seeking
bids for building
1.8 mile of barbed
wire fence.
Call 918-287-3835 for
more information.
Cocktail Server – Skiatook,
regular full time. This position
is responsible for taking orders and serving alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for providing friendly
and professional service to every
guest encountered.
TULSA
IT Security Analyst – Tulsa,
regular full time. Under general
supervision of the CIO, provides
leadership and oversight related
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Without Reservations

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Ones

–from Page 15

meeting, but discussion did touch on whether
to request funding to employ two new positions
for an environmental expert and grant writer,
which ONES believes would be essential pending approval of its application to the Small
Business Association’s 8a loan and government
contracting program.
According to its website, the SBA 8a program is intended to help provide a level playing field for small businesses owned by socially
and economically disadvantaged people or entities, which can compete for federal contracts,
thereby providing revenue to ONES with an approved 8a application.
to supporting and monitoring
the IT security posture of the
business, identifying potential
risks, and assist in determining
the best balance of risk, cost and
benefit to adequately protect
critical IT assets.
Armed Security Officer – Tulsa, regular full time. Protects
company assets and provides a
safe environment for employees
and guests. This position requires a welcoming disposition
and both strong communication
and interactive skills, as this is
the first Osage Casino Employee to greet visitors and answer
phones.
Restaurant Server – Thunder Bar & Grill, regular full
time. This position is responsible for taking orders and serving
food, alcoholic and/or non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for
proper settlement of all transactions at point of sale. Responsible for providing friendly and
professional service to every
guest encountered.
Casino Host – Tulsa, regular
full time. Under general supervision of the Player Development Manager, builds loyalty
and increases revenue by developing and effectively maintaining relationships with targeted
guests through personal contact
by telephone, and written communication.
Short Order Cook, Stone
Creek – Tulsa, regular full
time. Under general supervision
of the Food & Beverage Supervisor, maintains an efficient food
operation by preparing hot and
cold food items in accordance
with production requirements,
recipes and established safety
policies and procedures.

The Congress will also consider a $1 million
appropriation bill (ONCA 19-81 sponsored by
Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn) to the Nation’s economic development fund during the
session. The economic fund expenditures are
limited to those authorized by Congressional
appropriations, according to Osage law.
ONES LLC also continues to network and
seek business relationships with other entities
and organizations as the 8a application processing continues. ONES LLC plans to issue a
company update at the United Osages of Southern California fall gathering scheduled Nov. 2
in Carlsbad, Calif.
For more information on ONES and its business capabilities and services, visit its website
at: www.osagesolutions.com.

Stationary Engineer – Tulsa,
regular full time. Under the direction of the Facilities Director,
this position shall be responsible
for the operation of stationary
boilers, air handlers, variable
frequency drives, chillers, cooling towers, building automation
system, and maintenance of
buildings and equipment including general operations.
Restaurant
Host-Hostess
– Tulsa, regular full time. Under the supervision of the Food
and Beverage Supervisor, the
Restaurant Host greets guests,
monitor’s restaurant server table seating rotation, seats guests
with menus, silverware, drinks
and special seating accommodations. The host is responsible for
understanding and promoting
monthly Casino promotions and
daily restaurant specials to ensure that all guests have an enjoyable experience.
Bar Back – Tulsa, regular full
time. Responsible for assisting bartender with any and all
needs to ensure proper bar operations. Responsible for providing friendly, excellent service to
every guest encountered.
Busser – Tulsa, regular full
time. Under the direct supervision of the Chef, assist the
servers in serving food, filling
drinks, cleaning tables and work
spaces, and stocking work areas
while maintaining a friendly
professional manner.
Banquet Server – Tulsa, regular part time. The Banquet
Server are wait staff performing
food preparation, serving, and
cleaning duties at company banquets, special events and special
dinners. Banquet Servers are
responsible for a positive guest
experience for all Osage Casi-

nos guest attending company
events.
Line Cook – Tulsa, regular full
time. Under general supervision
of the Sous Chef, maintains an
efficient food operation by preparing, prepping hot and cold
food items in accordance with
production requirements, recipes and established safety policies and procedures.
Short Order Cook, Roni Peppo’s Pizza Kitchen – Tulsa,
regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Food & Beverage Supervisor, maintains an
efficient food operation by preparing hot and cold food items
in accordance with production
requirements, recipes and established safety policies and
procedures.
Short Order Cook, Thunder
Bar & Grill – Tulsa, regular full
time. Under general supervision
of the Food & Beverage Supervisor, maintains an efficient food
operation by preparing hot and
cold food items in accordance
with production requirements,
recipes and established safety
policies and procedures.
Dishwasher – Tulsa, regular
full time. Under general supervision of the Food and Beverage
Manager, washes and sanitizes
all equipment and utensils used
in food preparation.
Maintenance Engineer, Electrical – Tulsa, regular full time.
This position is responsible for
the overall renovation, planned
maintenance of electrical components, including motors, controllers, light control system,
and LV distribution on assigned
properties and grounds.

September 18th
is the deadline for
all submissions for the
October issue of the
Mark it on your calendars!
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Our greatest treasure
Sherry Stinson | Osage News
Nelson Mandela said, “Our children are our
greatest treasure. They are our future.”
For the last eight years, I’ve been honored to
teach a youth photography camp sponsored by the
Osage Nation Foundation. As we wrapped up another successful photography camp, I found myself not only inspired, but humbled at what I’ve
witnessed these kids become. Years ago, when
the Foundation asked me to teach a photography
camp, I jumped at the chance. The first year was
like the Wild West – a classroom filled with excited, energetic, and sometimes loud youngsters!
Over the years, I’ve watched these same kids grow
into fine young adults – kind, passionate, and full
of promise – exactly the sort of young people our
future needs.
Each day of camp starts out with exercises in
“seeing” and learning basic composition as we
wander around the Osage Nation campus, looking
for something to catch our attention. I’ve spent
years teaching photography to adults and must
say, children put us to shame with their fearlessness. They’re unafraid to think – or shoot – outside the box, coming up with stunning images of
the most ordinary subjects. If anything, the hardest thing I had to do was discourage them from
climbing trees or hanging off an embankment to
“get the shot!”
One of those fearless and talented students is
Noah Hoyt. This is the last year Noah will be able
to participate in our camp as he’s graduating and
ready to move on to the next phase of his life. I remember the first time I met Noah – a bundle of energy with a gigantic personality. If I said it once,
I said it ten (thousand) times, “Noah, indoor voice
please!” You couldn’t help but love him though, as
Noah had such an effervescent personality – with
a twinkle in his eye and always quick to smile.
As the years progressed, Noah grew into a
thoughtful, kind, and generous young man. His
talent grew along with him. Given it’s his last
year, I was curious what camp meant to him, so I
asked Noah to share his thoughts. Here’s what he
had to say.
“I signed up for camp because I was interested
in how a camera works, how to take the best picture possible, and I thought it was a great opportunity to meet some new people. What kept me
coming back, though, was how fun and interactive
the class was. I met great people and made awesome memories.”
I asked Noah what shapes his creative process
when he picks up the camera and he said, “Photography for me is a way to capture special moments
or moments that may never happen again. It’s a
way to capture memories and hold on to them for
a lifetime.”
Reflecting on how the camp had changed his
life, Noah paused for a moment, then said, “Camp
made me step out of my comfort zone in quite a
few ways. It’s helped me get more creative, interact with others a lot more, and, above all, sparked
an interest in something that’s become more than
just a hobby.”
I asked Noah where he saw himself in five years
and if he felt the camp would help him reach his
goals. He replied, “Gosh, this is a hard one. In five
years I hope to be doing one thing I love, which is
writing and performing music with photography
on the side. Photography camp taught me that if
you work hard enough at it, anything is possible.”
Lady Bird Johnson once said, “Children are
likely to live up to what you believe of them.” I believe these kids have incredible futures ahead of
them.And no matter which direction their lives
may take them or what career they may end up
choosing as adults, for a moment in the Summer
of 2019, they were photographers.
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