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Gov. Stitt taking hard line with tribes over gaming compacts
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
In what normally takes
years to negotiate, Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt is giving
Oklahoma tribes less than five
months to renegotiate their
gaming compacts that have
been in existence for nearly 15
years.
“… since there has been no
governmental action of the
State, or court order authorizing electronic gaming in the
State since the effective date
of the Compact, I have been
advised that the Compact
will not automatically renew,”
Stitt wrote in a July 5 letter
to Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear.
“Obviously, because of the
January 1, 2020, termination
date, it is imperative that we
reach an agreement and obtain the approval of the Department of the Interior prior
to the end of 2019, so that the
Osage Nation may continue to
lawfully conduct certain class
III games in Oklahoma after
that date,” Stitt wrote.
In a July 8 editorial published in the Tulsa World, Stitt
wrote that Oklahoma’s gaming
market was the third largest
in the country and that tribes
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The Osage Nation’s Casino & Hotel in Tulsa.

make an estimated $4.5 billion
in annual revenue. He also
wrote that Oklahoma’s current
gaming compacts with tribes
had the lowest revenue-sharing percentage in the country.
He wants to increase the tribal
revenue share from 4 to 6 percent to 15 to 20 percent.
Standing Bear said what

Stitt is proposing would devastate the Osage Nation.
“What the Governor is requesting will devastate our
school, cultural programs,
health programs, and harm
all the progress we have made
these past few years. I have
reached out to some of the
other tribal leadership this

morning and there is great disappointment across Oklahoma
Indian Country,” he said. “I
have alerted all of our very
capable attorneys, including
our Washington D.C. attorney,
our Oklahoma gaming lawyers
and our Attorney General.
“I also sent notice to the
Speaker and the Osage Nation

Congress this morning … the
Osage Nation must commit all
resources to protect our gaming operations,” he said.
In 2016, Standing Bear
reached out to then-Gov. Mary
Fallin to begin compact negotiations but Fallin did not
respond. His proposal at the
time was that the tribes and
state maintain the same percentages and formulas going
forward for the new compacts.
Stitt stated in his letter that
automatic renewal of the compacts was not an option.
According to the American
Gaming Association, tribal
exclusivity fees paid to the
state between 2006 and 2016
topped $1 billion. According
to the Tulsa World, gaming
generates nearly $9.8 billion a
year for Oklahoma’s economy,
tribal and commercial entities
operate 141 casinos across the
state, gaming supports about
75,000 jobs and provides $4.3
billion in supported wages.
Gaming Compacts
The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988 and Oklahoma statute define the gaming
compact process for OklahoSee Gaming
—Continued on Page 4

Osage Casino breaks ground on
second Tulsa casino hotel tower
Benny Polacca
Osage News
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Robin Polhamus painted the Osage Creation Story in a mural that is
currently in the Minerals Council Chambers on the Osage Nation Campus. Polhamus painted the mural in 1981 and it is titled “It has been
said in this Lodge.”

Osage cultural stories to be
incorporated into Daposka
Ahnkodapi curriculum
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
In an age where Native
American communities across
Oklahoma are making efforts
to incorporate accurate tribal
history into state curriculum,

the Osage Nation’s Daposka Ahnkodapi is integrating
Osage history and cultural
stories.
Dana Daylight, the Language Curriculum SpecialSee Curriculum
—Continued on Page 6

Chance Rencountre wins second
UFC match in Las Vegas
Benny Polacca
Osage News
By unanimous decision,
Osage professional fighter
Chance Rencountre won his
second UFC match on July 6
in Las Vegas.
Rencountre, 32, faced opponent Ismail Naurdiev at UFC
239 during UFC International
Fight Week held at T-Mobile
See Rencountre

Zuffa LLC via Getty Images

Chance Rencountre, Osage, professional UFC Fighter holds up
the Osage Nation flag before his
fight on July 6 at the T-Mobile
Arena in Las Vegas, NV.

—Continued on Page 13

TULSA, Okla. – Eleven
months following the opening of the newest and largest
Osage Casino Hotel property
here, casino management and
Osage Nation officials gathered again to celebrate the
groundbreaking on a second
hotel tower.
Citing increased business at
the Nation’s flagship hotel and
casino property – as well as
its restaurants, concerts and
special events hosted in the
Skyline Event Center and banquet facilities – Osage Casino
officials feted the 145-room hotel tower construction project
at the outdoor hotel poolside
on July 9 amid the summer
Oklahoma
humidity
and
bright sunlight.
Osage Casino CEO Byron
Bighorse said construction on
the $28 million second hotel
tower project will take about a
year and will mirror the first
tower, which has 141 rooms.
Selected contractor Crossland
Construction Company has
started dirt work at the site,
which is adjacent to the first
hotel tower and pool.
“We saw an increase in
restaurant and bar sales on
concert nights and more hotel rooms being booked by
patrons,” Bighorse said. “The
success from the Tulsa casino has also allowed us to give
back to the tribe helping fund
programs that assist tribal
members and preserve our culture. With all of this success
comes challenges – one of those
challenges has been the lack
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Gaming Board Chairman Mark Simms speaks to the audience at the
groundbreaking of a second hotel tower for Osage Casinos in Tulsa on
July 9.

of hotel rooms for the demand
of our patrons and that’s why
we’ve come together today.”
The new $160 million hotel
and casino opened in late August 2018 and the 2,000-seat
Skyline opened earlier this
year and has hosted several
concert acts including Goo Goo
Dolls, Kenny Loggins, Bell
Biv DeVoe, and The Fray, as
well as the Nation’s 2019 Sovereignty Day Powwow. The
casino now holds more than
1,500 electronic games, 16 table games, a full-service microbrewery, a sports bar and
three restaurants.
Bighorse said the second
hotel tower project should be
completed in August 2020.
Mark Simms, chairman for
the ON Gaming Enterprise
Board, said “it’s a great day”
and the project is the result
of work involving the board,
casino management and the
ON Congress, which approves

the gaming enterprise’s annual plan of operations that
includes improvement and expansion projects.
“Through our annual plan,
we have planned for this and
come under budget and have
done it very quickly. This is
great because we haven’t had
any hold-ups … We’re coming
a long way and in my opinion,
our casino is on the outside as
beautiful as it on the inside
and there’s a lot to do,” Simms
said, adding he expects next
year’s annual distribution of
gaming revenue to ON government operations to be larger
than in recent years.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear also acknowledged Simms’ comments adding the success is based on
certain assumptions of good
management, marketing, cusSee Casino
—Continued on Page 4
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ON Foundation’s

Voices From the Drum
exhibit showcases Osage artistry

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Kilan Jacobs stands next to his drum at the event in Pawhuska on
June 25.

Osage artistry will soon be
traveling the country in a permanent exhibit produced and
paid for by the Osage Nation
Foundation.
The Foundation debuted
the traveling exhibit, “Voices
From The Drum,” on June 25
in an air conditioned tent on
the Osage Nation Museum’s
lawn with more than 150 people in attendance. The exhibit
consists of 19 handmade bison-hide drums, each given to
an Osage artist to pour their
creativity into – and they did.
“I knew everyone would like
the exhibit, but I didn’t anticipate the emotional reaction we
received,” said Bill Webb, the
Foundation’s executive director. “There were tears in some
people’s eyes as they viewed
the drums.”
Each artist’s style was showcased in their drum. From Jessica Rosemary Harjo’s painted
imagery of creation, to Norman Aker’s heartland, to the
naming of all past Drumkeepers by Jennifer Tiger. Beautifully painted and imagined,
each drum unique.
The exhibit was only available for public viewing for two
days in Pawhuska, but it will
be back for display at the ONM

in 2020, Webb said. Currently,
finishing touches are being
made to a 15-minute documentary on the artists and their
drums that will accompany the
exhibit. Webb said he has been
in talks with the Denver Art
Museum and Crystal Bridges
in Bentonville, Ark., who are
interested in displaying the
drums. He said the exhibit will
travel the country for the next
five to seven years.
The documentary explains
the role of the drum to the
Osage people according to each
artist and the emotions and
history they bring with them
from their respective families
to create the artwork seen on
each drum. The project promotes the Osage people, Osage
art, culture and each artist,
Webb said.
The drums were handmade
by drum maker and singer
Rock Pipestem, Osage/Otoe,
who also decorated his own
drum. Each artist received up
to $1,500 for their work.
The Osage artists are:
• Norman Akers –
Lawrence, KS
• Joe Don Brave –
Pawhuska, OK
• June Carpenter – Tulsa,
OK
• Sarah Elsberry – Fairfax,
OK

• Anita Fields – Stillwater,
OK
• Yatika Fields – Tulsa, OK
• Dante Biss-Grayson –
Farmington, N.M.
• Jessica Rosemary Harjo –
Fairfax, OK
• Kilan Jacobs – Pawhuska,
OK
• Jonathan Lunsford –
Fairfax, OK
• Harleigh Moore –
Stillwater, OK
• Ted Moore – Fairfax, OK
• Vanessa Rose Moore –
Hominy, OK
• Rock Pipestem –
Pawhuska, OK
• Wendy Ponca – Fairfax,
OK
• Jon RedCorn – Pawhuska,
OK
• Addie Roanhorse –
Pawhuska, OK
• Alex Ponca Stock –
Fairfax, OK
• Jen Tiger – Pawhuska, OK

For more information, visit
the ON Foundation’s website
at www.osagefoundation.org.
To view more photos from the
exhibit, visit the Osage News’
Flickr page at https://www.
flickr.com/photos/osagenews/
albums/72157709701767812

Alex Ponca Stock stands with her drum in Pawhuska on June 25.

Yatika Fields stands with his drum in Pawhuska on Sarah Elsberry stands with her drum in Pawhuska on
June 25.
June 25.

Jessica Harjo stands with her drum at the event in Jonathan Lunsford’s drum on display at the Voices
Pawhuska on June 25.
from the Drum event in Pawhuska on June 25.
ABOVE: Jennifer Tiger stands
with her drum at the Voices From
The Drum event in Pawhuska on
June 25.
LEFT: Guests view the drums on
display in Pawhuska on June 25.
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Minerals Council discusses digital
databases and TERA agreements
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The Osage Minerals Council
is on a data hunt.
At the council’s July 17
meeting, the body voted 7-0
to formally revise its well record request letter to cast a
wider net. Currently, it only
extends to two categories of
records held by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs.
The revision request would
extend to non-proprietary records held by the Pawhuska
Agency, such as completion
reports and logs submitted by
producers.
“We’re intending to provide
all of that information,” Deputy Superintendent Richard
Winlock said. “We just picked
a point to start at and are digitizing the records.”
Councilor Marsha Harlan
was absent.
Meanwhile, several councilors acknowledged that they
have received multiple questions regarding the possibility
of pursuing a tribal energy resource agreement.
“There’s all sorts of speculation and misinformation out
there,” Councilor Paul Revard
said. “We need to tell our headright owners what is going on.
Some of the stuff that’s been
repeated back to me (by constituents) is erroneous. They
deserve to know, as this affects each of them as much as
it does each of us.”
First established under the
Energy Policy Act of 2005, a
TERA provides a tribe with
the authority to review, approve and manage leases,
right-of-way agreements and
business agreements for energy development on tribal lands
without the Secretary of the
Interior’s approval.

The terms were overhauled
in late 2018 to address tribal
concerns regarding maintaining federal trust responsibilities while allowing tribes to
better manage their properties. It also added funding
provisions to cover the costs
associated with tribes taking
on duties once handled by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs.
In June, Assistant Secretary of Interior for Indian Affairs Tara Sweeney proposed
additional changes to bring
the Code of Federal Regulations in line with the legislative amendments approved in
2018. As per the Department
of the Interior, those changes
must be enacted before the end
of the year.
With the comment period
open through Sept. 3 on Assistant Secretary Sweeney’s
proposed changes, members
of the Osage Minerals Council
participated in a July 11 tribal consultation session at the
Hard Rock Casino in Catoosa. Among the Osage-specific
feedback offered was a request
for explicit clarification that
the mineral estate falls within
the definition of “tribal lands”
used in TERA legislation
and regulations.
The council also had an unofficial meeting with members
of the Osage Nation Congress
on the matter the day after the
tribal consultation. However,
with the policy’s exact language still subject to change,
the minerals council does
not have a TERA drafted at
this time.
“We are not preparing one
until we get the official roll out
from the United States government,” Chairman Everett
Waller said. “We do have to
look at the options.”
In other business, the coun-

TERA agreements and their history
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
The Osage Minerals Council’s recent decision to consider entering into a TERA has
prompted questions about
what exactly such an agreement would offer.
First approved in 2005,
a Tribal Energy Resource
Agreement between a tribe
and the Department of Interior allows a tribe to review, approve and manage
leases, business agreements
and rights of way for energy
development on tribal land
without having to go through
the Secretary of Interior every step of the way.
In December, the terms
were amended as part of the
Indian Tribal Energy Development and Self-Determination Act. Along with new
provisions for biomass projects and hydroelectric licenses, the law explicitly directs
the Department of Interior to
provide technical support to
tribes that are attempting to
develop energy resource development programs. It also
calls for the expansion of tribal management and planning
programs under the Department of Energy.
If a TERA is signed, the
Department
of
Interior

cil’s Education Committee
reminded attendees that applications for the Wah-TiahKah scholarship are due Aug.
1. In order to be considered,
Osage applicants must be enrolled full-time at an accredit-

Osage County included in
Major Disaster declaration for
May flooding and severe storms
Osage News
The Federal Emergency
Management Agency has approved disaster assistance for
41 Oklahoma counties due to
flooding and severe weather
that occurred from May 7 to
June 9.
According to damage assessments, the storms caused
more than $22 million in infrastructure damage, debris and
response costs. Federal funding is now available to assist
municipalities, counties, rural electric cooperatives, and
the state with infrastructure
repairs and costs associated
with responding to the severe
storms, tornadoes, straightline winds, and flooding, according to a news release from
Gov. Kevin Stitt’s office.
Disaster assistance is approved for Adair, Alfalfa,
Beaver, Beckham, Blaine,

Canadian, Cherokee, Craig,
Creek,
Custer,
Delaware,
Dewey, Ellis, Garfield, Grady,

Grant, Greer, Harper, Jackson, Kingfisher, Le Flore, Lincoln, Logan, Mayes, Muskogee,
Nowata, Okfuskee, Osage,
Pawnee, Payne, Pittsburg,
Pottawatomie, Pushmataha,
Roger Mills, Rogers, Sequoyah,
Tulsa, Wagoner, Washington,
Washita, and Woods counties,
according to the release.
Individual Assistance has
also been approved for individuals and business owners
in 27 counties: Alfalfa, Canadian, Cherokee, Craig, Creek,

Delaware, Garfield, Kay, Kingfisher, Le Flore, Logan, Mayes,
Muskogee, Noble, Nowata,
Okmulgee, Osage, Ottawa,
Pawnee, Payne, Pottawatomie, Rogers, Sequoyah, Tulsa,
Wagoner, Washington, Woods,
according to the release.
Additional counties will be
added to the public assistance
declaration request at a later
date as damages are verified,
according to the release.
The Osage Nation Financial Assistance office is still
serving those Osages affected
by the storms. Applicants are
eligible to receive up to $1,000
in assistance. Osages can apply online at https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-wedo/financial-assistance
To apply for FEMA disaster
assistance, visit www.DisasterAssistance.gov or call (800)
621-3362.

Term limits for Osage elected officials
will be question on 2020 election ballot
Benny Polacca
Osage News
At the next election, Osage
voters will consider a constitutional amendment question
of whether the Osage Nation’s
elected and retained officials
serving in all three government branches should be limited to five full terms in office.
During the 2019 Hun-Kah
Session, the 12-member Sixth
ON Congress unanimously
passed ONCR 18-20, which
is a resolution seeking to put
the term limits question on
the next Osage election ballot. Congressman John Maker,
who has sponsored prior un-

successful resolutions seeking
term limit questions, is the
sponsor and Congresswoman
Alice Goodfox is co-sponsor.
Currently, those who hold
offices in the ON Executive
Branch (Principal Chief and
Assistant Principal Chief) and
Congress each have four-year
terms with no term limits. For
the Judicial Branch, the Principal Chief initially appoints
the three Supreme Court Justices and Chief Judge for the
ON Trial Court and each judge
serves an initial four-year
term – following a Congressional confirmation vote – and is
subject to retention by Osage

voters to serve another fouryear term with no term limits.
The discussion of term limits
for Osage officials is not new
and previous Congressional
resolutions containing term
limit questions proposing different term limit numbers and
targeting one branch’s elected
positions failed to garner sufficient support to make it onto
past election ballots except in
one instance.
In 2012, voters narrowly
voted down another term limit
question asking whether the
Office of Principal Chief should
be limited to three four-year
See Term Limits
—Continued on Page 6

would still be responsible for
coordinating with the tribe
regarding maintenance of
real estate records and title
status information needed to
evaluate property for potential projects or right of way
leases. Additionally, the language explicitly states that
the federal government’s
trust obligations are not absolved if a tribe agrees to pursue a TERA.
To date, no tribes have entered into a TERA, in large
part due to questions over
the scope of such an agreement’s regulations and how
to take on costs for activities
normally conducted by the
federal government.
Thanks to the lack of participation and ongoing questions, Secretary of Interior for
Indian Affairs Tara Sweeney
has submitted amendments
to section 225, part 224 of the
Code of Federal Regulations,
which oversees TERAs.
Should the secretarial
draft be enacted, the Department of Interior would have
270 days to act on a TERA
application. If no action is
taken by the end of that waiting period, the TERA would
automatically take effect
as written.
The agreement would remain in effect until either the
tribe cancels the agreement
ed post-secondary institution
and pursuing a field of study
related to the oil and gas industry, such as geology, mechanical engineering, chemical
engineering or petroleum engineering.

or the Department of Interior takes back the obligations
listed in the agreement without the tribe’s consent. The
latter is only allowed if it is
confirmed that the tribe is either breaking federal law or
putting trust assets in physical jeopardy and even then,
the tribe must be notified in
writing and given an opportunity to fix the situation before the federal government
reassumes any services covered by the TERA.
Should a tribe choose to
rescind a TERA, it has to be
done in writing and would
apply to all programs and
services included within
the agreement.
The BIA is accepting written feedback through Sept.
3 and the Osage Minerals
Council has indicated that it
will not draft a TERA until
the final language is enacted later this year. The topic
is also on the agenda for the
Osage Shareholders Association’s Aug. 18 meeting,
scheduled to start at 1 p.m.
at Osage Casino Tulsa.
“We need to make sure
people understand what a
TERA is not,” Councilwoman
Margo Gray said at the July
17 Osage Minerals Council
meeting. “A TERA is not going to take away our headrights.”
“As far as I know, we have
one applicant,” Education
Committee chair Myron Red
Eagle said. “If we don’t get any
more applicants, then we’ll review that particular application and go from there.”

Osage LLC undergoing third audit
as operations begin to stabilize
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. — Another day, another audit for
Osage LLC.
At the July 17 meeting of
Osage LLC’s board of directors, board treasurer Frank
Freeman confirmed that
Moss Adams is scheduled to
start auditing the company’s
finances on July 29.
“Our financial statements
are accurate, so this should
go pretty quickly,” he said.
Moss Adams is one of
three firms that have previously audited the company’s
finances since 2017 as part
of a rebuilding effort after
questionable
recordkeeping practices and chronic
underbidding on projects
by previous leadership led
to the company almost being dissolved by the Osage
Nation Congress.
“Once we get through the
audit, we’ll have a better
idea of where we stand cashwise,” Freeman said.
Once the audit is completed, the board of directors
will expedite efforts to look
for a chief operating officer
and start taking steps to

transition from being a management board to a more
hands-off enterprise board.
“We need to position ourselves as enterprise board
and get a CEO,” Chairwoman Kay Bills said. “The way
our articles of incorporation are written … we just
need to.”
“When we make that transition, we want to make sure
the budgets are complete
so we can turn over clean
financials to the new CEO
and make it clear what they
have coming to them,” board
member Rick Perrier added.
Meanwhile, slow progress
continues on the two rural
broadband programs under
Osage LLC’s umbrella.
As part of the federal
grant financing the projects,
detailed updated budgets
are being created for both
Bowring and Grayhorse and
will be submitted to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
by July 31.
The project is funded
through a $3 million Community
Connect
grant
through the USDA and a
$450,000 matching money appropriation from the
Osage Nation Congress.

Osage voters to determine
whether Chief candidates
will run on combined tickets
Benny Polacca
Osage News
At the next election, Osage
voters will be asked the question of whether the 2006 Constitution shall be amended to
require candidates for Principal Chief and Assistant Principal Chief to run for office on a
combined ticket.

During the 2019 Hun-Kah
Session, the Sixth ON Congress voted 10-0 to approve a
resolution (ONCR 19-07 sponsored by Congresswoman Alice
Goodfox) asking the Constitutional amendment question at
the next election. The question
focuses on the Principal Chief
qualifications section, which
See Tickets
—Continued on Page 17
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Chief Standing Bear gives history
of gaming compact negotiations
Benny Polacca
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. – With construction work underway on
a second Osage Casino Hotel
tower here, Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear expressed concern about
Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt’s
recent announcement that he is
proposing renegotiations of the
gaming compacts for the tribes
to pay larger fees to the state.
The Nation’s Osage Casino
gaming enterprise has seven
casinos with the newest and
largest casino/ hotel property
opening just minutes north
of downtown Tulsa last year.
With increased business due
to the opening of the Tulsa
casino’s newest amenities
and Skyline Event Center for
concerts and special events,
an additional 145-room hotel
tower is being built over the
next year to mirror the current
one in keeping up with hotel
room demand.
As gaming officials celebrated the $28 million second hotel
project with a July 9 groundbreaking event, Standing Bear
responded to Stitt’s compact
renegotiation intentions announced in a July 5 letter to

Gaming

–from Page 1

ma tribes. The Osage Nation’s
current gaming compact was
finalized in 2005 and is nearly
identical to that of the Cherokee Nation and the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation. The Osage,
Cherokee and Creek compete
in the Tulsa gaming market. According to the Nation’s
current gaming compact, the
Nation pays approximately $504,000 per year to Fair
Meadows race track in Tulsa;
$1.5 million per year to the
Oklahoma Horse Racing Association and $5.5 million to the

Courtesy Photo/UTWG Facebook page
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Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear speaks to attendees at the Osage
Casinos second tower groundbreaking in Tulsa.

the Chief and also in a Tulsa World editorial published
July 8.
“We are on schedule to make
more money for our people
than last year,” Standing Bear
said, but noted: “the increasing
of the fees to the state of Oklahoma was not anticipated, so
we are now working internally
to adjust ourselves for the recently announced renegotiations of our gaming compacts.
Now these compacts have been
in place for 15 years and for
those of you who do not recall
the days in late 1984 when the
first casino in Oklahoma was

opened and the immediate litigation that followed in federal and state court, you should
go back and look at that time
and remember that we were
constantly in court against
the state of Oklahoma costing
millions of dollars in attorney
fees, expert witness fees on
both sides.”
Standing Bear said the contentious battle over gaming
changed “when we sat down
and negotiated these compacts
15 years ago and since then,
gaming has been the one area

state for a total of $7.5 million
per year.
According to the IGRA and
Oklahoma statute, once a tribe
and state come to an agreement
on a gaming compact it must
be sent to the Secretary of the
Department of Interior for approval. The compact must also
be approved by the governing
body of the tribe, which would
be the Osage Nation Congress.
Then, the Oklahoma state legislature and state senate must
approve it before its finalized
and made into law.
There are three classes of
tribal gaming and two of those
classes don’t require a compact
with the state to operate. Class
I (traditional/cultural games)

and Class II (bingo) is regulated by the tribe and does not
need a state gaming compact.
Only Class III gaming, which
includes Vegas-style games
such as slot machines, roulette and table games, require
a compact negotiated with
the state.
Standing Bear, a seasoned
attorney in federal Indian law,
said the first compacts in Oklahoma were suggested in 1989
and weren’t concluded until
1994. A second effort began in
1997 and those negotiations
weren’t concluded until 2006.
He said there are so many different mechanisms to the compacts and that’s why they can
take years to negotiate.

See History
—Continued on Page 5
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From left: Chairman of the Gaming Enterprise board Mark Simms, Gaming Board Vice Chair Julie Malone, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, Congresswoman Alice Goodfox, Osage Casino CEO Byron Bighorse, Tulsa
Regional Chamber President Mike Neal, Congresswomen Angela Pratt and Paula Stabler, pose for a photo at the
groundbreaking of a second hotel tower for the Osage Casino in Tulsa on July 9.

Casino

–from Page 1

tomer service to have a competitive casino in the Tulsa
region. “Today we fund our
programs as we always have
from the (gaming) profits. The
profits of this casino go to our
education, higher education
scholarship programs, to our
health program, to our cultural
programs, to our pre-schools,

to every non-federal funding
activity that you see … We’ve
made a lot of progress and let’s
keep on this road for the future
of this Nation.”
Also joining Osage officials
in celebrating the second hotel
tower project was Mike Neal,
president and CEO of the Tulsa Regional Chamber, who acknowledged the area casinos’
contributions to the economy.
“Tourism is a major driver of
northeast Oklahoma’s econo-

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Tulsa Regional Chamber President Mike Neal speaks during the groundbreaking ceremony of a second hotel tower at the Osage Casino in Tulsa
on July 9.

my, as well as our state’s economy,” Neal said, noting more
than 21 million people visited
Oklahoma in 2017, per recent
figures from the state’s Tourism & Recreation Department.
“Those 21 million people spent
a record $8.9 billion in our local communities … Closer to
home, if we just go to Osage
County alone, visitor spending was up 11 percent higher
in 2017 to 2016, which really
translated to 11.7 percent increase in state, county and
municipal taxes derived as a
result of visitors’ spending.”
Neal added “investing in
tourism infrastructure is a
benefit to us all … Gaming, to
The Gathering Place, to the
Gilcrease Museum … Tulsa’s
no longer a secret, tribal nations have really been at the
forefront of attracting new visitors to Tulsa and new visitors
to the Osage Nation. I think
the Osage Nation has certainly done its share in making
investments in this critical
infrastructure in supporting
our economy, we thank you for
your partnership.”

From left: Kaw Gaming general manager Pam Shaw, Osage, Sonya
Nevaquaya, a Comanche, Chickasaw and Choctaw gaming professional currently working with the Sac and Fox Economic Development LLC, and Osage Minerals Councilwoman Margo Gray established the United Women of Tribal Gaming.

Women in gaming
form organization
for empowerment
and mentorship
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. — When
it comes to tribal gaming, sisters are doing it
for themselves.
Citing a desire to build a
stronger network for women
working in the tribal gaming
industry, Osage Minerals
Councilwoman Margo Gray,
Osage citizen and Kaw Gaming general manager Pam
Shaw and Sonya Nevaquaya, a Comanche, Chickasaw
and Choctaw gaming professional currently working
with the Sac and Fox Economic Development LLC established the United Women
of Tribal Gaming.
The organization was formally launched on July 23
in concert with the Oklahoma Indian Gaming Association’s annual convention and
trade show.
According to data published in 2016 by OIGA, 55.8
percent of all tribal gaming
employees in Oklahoma are
women. That figure does
not include women who
are vendors or work in other positions created by the
gaming industry.
However, as Gray pointed out with a show of hands
from attendees during the
launch event, women are
still few and far between in
higher level positions, such
as general managers, chief
executive officers and chief
operating officers.
“In one day, I can go the
state of Oklahoma and be
president of a company,”
Gray said. “I can go from
the bottom to the top in one
day. That’s not the case in
gaming. Women have to
work their way up through
the ranks, prove themselves
and once they get there,
they have to turn around
and bring another woman
with them.
“It’s a low number. We
want to change that number,
but we want to go about that
the right way, the respectful way and educate our
women as they go through
the ranks.”
The organization is open
to any woman working in the
gaming industry. Along with
networking, the group wants
to eventually offer professional development and
mentoring opportunities.
“I want this group to be
what I needed when I first
started in the gaming industry,” Shaw said. “I want to
support other women while
being an advocate for the industry we love.”
Currently, the only female

general manager for Osage
Casinos is Jennifer Swords,
Osage, who is general manager for the Osage Casinos
Ponca City location.
Still in its infancy, the
organization has not set
formal membership criteria
or dues. However, its leadership did make it clear at
the launch that they would
stand shoulder to shoulder
with OIGA when it comes to
the differing opinions with
Gov. Kevin Stitt regarding
gaming compacts.
Along with a proposed
hike in exclusivity fees, Stitt
has maintained that the
gaming compacts will expire
on Jan. 1 unless they are
renegotiated. Tribal leaders
received written notification of the state’s desire to
re-negotiate in early July,
followed by a July 8 op-ed
in the Tulsa World from
the governor.
“We want to do what’s
best for Oklahoma,” Gray
said. “The proposed increases
in
exclusivity
fees will hurt our rural
communities, especially.”
During the UTWG launch
and again the following
morning before a packed
room at the Cox Business
Center as part of a session
on the state of tribal gaming in Oklahoma, OIGA
Chairman Mike Morgan
said his organization hosted a closed-door discussion
on the matter for leaders
from 23 tribes, including
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear.
The group of tribal leaders will be sending a unified letter to Stitt’s office,
reiterating their stance that
all of the compacts will automatically renew on Jan.
1 thanks to a evergreen
clause. The letter will also
reiterate the tribes’ opposition to increasing the exclusivity fees, which currently
range from 4 to 6 percent of
gaming revenue.
Acknowledging the state’s
right to request renegotiation, the letter also requests
a copy of Stitt’s proposal.
Although the governor has
made public references to
higher exclusivity fees in
other states, such as the 13
percent that will be assessed
on the first tribal casinos to
open in Arkansas, he has not
given any actual specifics on
how big of a jump he wants
to make or what concessions
he would be willing to make
in exchange for a higher exclusivity fee.
“It’s hard to respond to
something we don’t have,”
Morgan said.
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ON Visitors Center installs new signage
Benny Polacca
Osage News

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and ONM Director Marla
RedCorn-Miller honor Pauline Allred with a Pendleton blanket at her
July 19 retirement party at the Osage Nation Museum.

Pauline Allred retires
from Osage Nation
Museum after more
than 15 years
Osage News
The community wished
Pauline Allred a happy retirement as they celebrated
her contributions to the public for more than 15 years at
the Osage Nation Museum.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear and ONM Director Marla RedCorn-Miller
presented her with a Pendleton blanket in front of the
more than 30 well-wishers
as a token of their gratitude.
“I’ll miss working with the
public the most, seeing all
the people coming through,”
Allred said. “I enjoyed it.”
A cake was presented with
a black and white photo of
Allred and her sister Martha
Jones. Retired ONM Director Kathryn Red Corn, and
also a relative of Allred’s,
cut the cake for the occasion.
But before she did, she said
she had to talk Allred into
the party because she didn’t
want one. She said she was
a good museum employee
and brought many years
of experience and knowledge of Osage genealogy to
the public.

Well-wishers
came
through one at a time to thank
Allred for her service, including children from Daposka
Ahnkodapi.
Allred is an accomplished
finger weaver, roach maker
and seamstress. In fact, at
the age of 88, she is currently working on a roach at her
home and she doesn’t plan
to slow down. She said she’ll
turn 89 in November.
Allred,
Osage/Ponca,
holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Northeastern
State University and previously worked for 13 years at
the Nation’s Elder Nutrition
program. Prior to working
for the Nation, she owned
a ceramic store for twenty
years and was a teacher for
Pawhuska High School in
the fine arts department.
She also served on the Indian Camp School board for
three years.
She is the proud mother of
four, and her parents were
Jess Jones and Anna B.
Gray. She has 14 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren and looks forward to
her retirement in Pawhuska.

The Osage Nation Visitors Center’s visibility along
Pawhuska’s Main Street is
now brighter with the addition of its new illuminated
neon sign.
An “X” shaped Osage culture-inspired red and blue sign
sits atop the black sign post
visible to east and westbound
traffic passing by the Visitors
Center at 602 E. Main St. The
sign also includes a red LED
marquee feature to share customized information for passers-by such as a “Welcome”
message and the current time
and outside temperature.
On July 2, the sign pieces
arrived via truck and the Visitors Center sign was installed
that day with electrical work
completed a few days later for
the sign’s illumination and
LED marquee features to start
working.
“I am so excited to finally
have the sign up! I think it’s
a beautiful sign, it’s in a great
location and it lets people coming into town know that we
are here,” said Visitors Center
Director Addie Hudgins. “I’m
hopeful it will draw more people in to the ONVC and that
we can properly educate them
about our Wahzhazhe history.”
Hudgins, who is also the
Wahzhazhe Cultural Center
director, has highlighted the
Visitors Center as a promotional outlet to educate visitors about the tribe, culture
and people from the tribe’s

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The new illuminated Osage Nation Visitors Center sign stands along
Pawhuska’s Main Street on July 11 at sundown.

own perspective. The Visitors
Center also provides coffee and
a soft drink machine for soda
and popcorn, free of charge for
visitors as they view Osagemade arts and crafts available
for sale or interact with staff
to learn more about the Nation
and its surroundings.
According to its online mission statement, the Visitors
Center “is to promote Osage
culture, Osage Nation services and programs as well
as Osage-owned businesses
and artists. The Osage Nation
Visitors Center (ONVC) will
provide accurate history of the
Osage from an Osage perspective using technology and literature providing an enhanced
experience for all visitors to
the Osage Reservation. We encourage visitors to learn more
about the Osage culture in a
safe, pleasant location.”

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Workers prepare to install the new sign for the Visitor’s Center on July 2.

History

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Relatives of Pauline Allred (middle) take a photo with her at her July
19 retirement party at the Osage Nation Museum.

Osage News publishes
Style Guide
Osage News
You may have noticed some
differences in the way we have
used the word Inlonshka in the
past few issues. In an effort to
maintain consistency across
Osage Nation literature, we
have revised our Style Guide
to match the English spelling
of Osage words that align with
the Osage Nation Constitution
and the Osage Language apps.
Osage words and terms will
be spelled according to the following list:
1. Inlonshka
2. Grayhorse
3. Headrights
4. Shareholders
5. Daposka Ahnkodapi –
  Our School
6. Wakonze – Teacher
7. Meatpie
8. Moccasin
9. Frybread
10. Drumkeeper
11. Wah-Zha-Zhe –
  Osage People
12. Dried corn
13. Chicken and Dumplings
14. Grape Dumplings

15. Meat Gravy
16. Steamfry
17. Broadcloth
18. Ribbon work
19. Headdress (Roach)
20. Handgame
21. Roadman
22. Native American Church
23. Head Committeeman
24. Whipman
25. Water boy
26. Tail Dancer
27. Powwow
28. Native American
29. Native American Church
30. Hun-Kah Session
31. Tzi-Zho Session
32. Wah-Kon-Tah – God
33. Ki-He-Kah – Chief
34. Zon-Zo-Li’n – Hominy
  District
35. Wa-Xa-Ko-Li’n –
  Pawhuska District
36. Pah-Sue-Li’n –
  Grayhorse District
37. Round dance
38. Gourd dance
39. Gray Horse War
  Mothers
40. Head singer
41. Osage Nation Princess

–from Page 4

in this state where you’ve seen
strong consistent growth. As
has been said, it takes a lot of
people to get this far and tens
of millions of dollars – and not
one bit of that has come from
the state of Oklahoma. We
have done this ourselves, we
have done this with our own
people developing our own
economy and the way we’ve
done this, even before these
compacts, is we didn’t overtax
anything, we didn’t apply so
many fees to activities.”
Stitt, a Tulsa businessman
and founder of Gateway Mortgage, ran for office for the first
time winning the November
2018 gubernatorial election
and campaigned on bringing
his business experience to the
Governor’s office, according to
his campaign website.
In his editorial, Stitt said
Oklahoma’s tribal gaming
industry is the third largest behind only Nevada and
California and “in large part
due to the success of the gaming partnership between the
state and the tribes, the tribes
have become the third-largest employer in the state,
providing jobs to more than
54,000 Oklahomans.”
“The agreements between
the state and the tribes giving
them exclusivity to the gaming
industry are, however, terminating as of Jan. 1, 2020 and
it is imperative that we come
to terms on new compacts prior to the end of the year,” Stitt
wrote. “The easiest thing to do
is to simply renew the existing
compacts ‘as is,’ rather than
do the hard work of closely re-

viewing and negotiating new
compacts that reflect the state
of affairs today. I believe, however, that voters elected me
to look at everything in state
government with a fresh eye
and, where necessary, make
the difficult decisions that are
in the best interests of all 4
million Oklahomans.”
Standing Bear noted the
Nation’s gaming profits (and
ON Tax Commission revenue)
go to fund the government
operations, especially those
programs, departments and
services that do not receive
federal or state grant funding, which includes education,
higher education scholarships,
the health benefit program,
burial assistance and culture
and language departments.
“We entered into (the compact) agreements where we
expect mutual respect from
each other and that is the way
we are progressing,” Standing
Bear said. “We hope that the
recently announced negotiations can be worked out without too much disagreement
with the state. I’m going to be
looking to our Osage Congress
members for direction as we go
through this and I am in contact with other tribal leaders
and our attorneys. We will protect these casinos, OK? And if
we have to go back to the days
before the compact agreement,
we will. But let’s try to avoid
that as much as we can.”
“In the meantime, our confidence is high because if we
weren’t, we wouldn’t be putting tens of millions of dollars
into this local economy as we
are doing now,” Standing Bear
said. “These tens of millions
of dollars has been approved
by our gaming board on the

For the sign, Hudgins said
Osage artist Addie Roanhorse designed the logo while
Hudgins and Osage designer Chad Renfro helped pick
the colors, adding “we wanted something that would
really pop.”
“When we were in the development stages of opening the
ONVC, I always knew I wanted a neon sign. I had a vision of
that big ‘X’ at the top in neon,”
Hudgins said. “I drew it on paper and (WCC specialist) Vanessa Moore worked with the
sign company and made my
vision a reality.”
For
upcoming
plans,
Hudgins said the Visitors Center will host a “Last Call Before
Fall Cookout” on the building’s back lawn when summer
ends with more information
to follow.
“For now, the marquee will
be used to highlight different
aspects of the ONVC, such as
‘free pop,’ ‘fresh popcorn,’ ‘art
and gifts,’” Hudgins said. “As
we progress, I would like to
add more things to promote
the Museum, Language classes and cultural classes, also
I’m excited for the next election
season, so we can put ‘VOTE!’
up there.”
The ON Visitors Center is on
Facebook and Instagram and
its hours of operation are 7:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays and
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays.
For more information, the Visitors Center can be reached at
(918) 287-0005.
recommendation of staff and
the Osage Congress and with
our money, we’ve been able to
reach out with our partners
(hired construction companies, consultants, architects
and engineering companies)
and we’ve been able to share
in that economic activity
with all the businesses here
in Oklahoma.”
“But it’s really important
to remember we can’t overregulate and we can’t overtax
or put fees on these activities
and expect them to be profitable because 100 percent of
the profits of this enterprise
goes to our people,” Standing
Bear said. “So when we tax on
these enterprises, we’re taxing our people, we’re taxing
on their health, we’re taxing
their education, we’re taxing
their future, so you have to put
that into the proper perspective. We’ve got something good
and we will share the wealth,
but if we put it into a tax that
goes somewhere else, we have
no control of it – all we know
is we have less money for our
children, our elders, our veterans and our people – and that’s
something we will protect.”
At the July 17 ON Gaming
Enterprise Board meeting,
Osage Casino CEO Byron Bighorse said the Nation’s gaming
attorneys met with the Oklahoma Indian Gaming Association the day before and those
attorneys would be briefing the
gaming board in executive session. “I can say there’s no big
revelation right now, so you all
know what’s happened,” Bighorse said.
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Daposka Ahnkodapi finishes second school year
Osage News
Daposka Ahnkodapi finished its second school year on
July 19.
Students celebrated with
class parties and award ceremonies. The Kindergarten
class said goodbye to its teacher, Rachel Blackwell, Osage,
who has taken a new post at
the Osage Nation Head Start
in Skiatook, her home town.
She tearfully said goodbye
to the students, or “her first
babies” as she called them,
as the students all gave her
a group hug.
New Superintendent Patrick Martin cut the cake for
the students and parents and
said he was looking forward to
the new school year, which will
include third grade.
The students go back to
school on Aug. 19.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

ABOVE LEFT: Group photo of the Kindergarten graduation class on July 19 at Daposka Ahnkodapi in Pawhuska.
ABOVE RIGHT: Goodbye hugs for Wakonze Rachel Blackwell. July 19 was her last day teaching at Daposka
Ahnkodapi in Pawhuska.

Superintendent Patrick Martin
cuts the cake for students and parents at their end of year party on
July 19.

Group photo of the 1st and 2ndgrade classes and teachers on the
last day of school at Daposka Ankodapi on July 19 in Pawhuska.

Parents watch as their children receive certificates of achievement
on July 19 in Pawhuska.

Term Limits

–from Page 3

terms. Goodfox sponsored that
term limit question resolution
(ONCR 11-10), which failed
to garner 65% of the “yes”
vote required for the proposed
Constitutional amendment to
take effect.
In the latest round of discussions on the term limits
question, Goodfox agreed to
co-sponsor ONCR 18-20 during
the Hun-Kah Session while
Maker was absent most of the
24-day session due to recovery
from recent surgery. Maker
filed ONCR 18-20 during the
2018 Tzi-Zho Session, which
remained in the Congressional Governmental Operations
Committee until Goodfox and
Maker had a discussion on
advancing the resolution with
more revisions to consider.
During the March 25 Government Operations Committee
meeting,
Goodfox
introduced a revised version
of the bill with the five term
limits language to apply to the
government offices.
According to ONCR 1820, this resolution puts the
term limits question before
the Osage people for their approval or rejection at the next
general election or at a special
election if ordered by the Legislature. The resolution asks
Osage voters whether five full
term limits (plus any initial
partial term fulfilled as the result of a vacancy) should apply
to the ON Congress, Principal Chief, Assistant Principal
Chief, and the four Judicial
Branch Judges established in
the Constitution.

If the Constitutional amendment passes, those offices in
the three Osage branches of
government will be limited to
five office terms totaling 20
years with each term’s duration lasting four years.
As for federal office, the U.S.
President and Vice Presidential offices (on a combined ticket) have two term limits (eight
years total) and there are no
term limits for U.S. House and
Senate members.
In Oklahoma, the state constitution also has two term
limits (eight years total) for
Governor and Lieutenant
Governor, who currently run
for office separately. In 1990,
Oklahoma voters approved
State Question 632 which limited service in the state legislature to no more than 12 years
in the House and Senate com-

bined, according to the Oklahoma Policy Institute website.
On April 22, the Osage Congress considered ONCR 18-20
for a floor vote.
Before the 12-0 approving
vote, Goodfox, who has previously said she is a proponent
of sending ballot questions to
Osage voters, encouraged the
“yes” votes needed for ONCR
18-20 to pass “so the Osage
people can tell us if they want
term limits.”
The next general election
will be held in June 2020 with
the ballot containing two proposed Osage Constitutional
amendment questions. Six
Congressional seats will also
be open and voters will have
the opportunity to pick candidates to fill those seats.

Curriculum

–from Page 1

ist for Daposka Ahnkodapi
“Our School,” met with the
Traditional Cultural Advisors committee on July 12 to
discuss teaching the Osage
Creation Story at the school.
“I have been looking for
creation stories to incorporate and I found some
in John Joseph Mathews
(books), but not really anywhere else,” she said. “I love
the mural in the council
chambers, and I would like
to teach that creation story
in the school.”
The mural of the creation
story in the council chambers, painted by Robin Polhamus in 1981, tells one
version of the story that was
researched by Polhamus,
according to an Osage Nation News article from that
time. Polhamus tells the
story of the Osage coming
down from the stars at the
request of Wah-Kon-Tah.
The Osage float down and
land in red oak trees to form
three of four divisions of the
Osage people, the water,
land and sky. The three divisions of Osage wander the
earth in search of the fourth
division, called the Isolated Earth People. Once they
find the fourth division, they
become complete.
Chairman of the TCA
committee Norman Akers,
which is made up of elders
from the three Osage districts of Grayhorse, Hominy
and Pawhuska, said there
are other Osage creation
stories Daylight should research. He said the creation
story as recorded by ethnologist James Owen Dorsey,
who lived among the Osage
in the 1880s and the creation
story as recorded by ethnologist Francis La Flesche, who
was of Omaha, Ponca and
French descent, studied and
lived among the Osage in the
early 1900s.
ON Historic Preservation
Officer Dr. Andrea Hunter
said there are different cre-

ation stories that relate to
different clans as well.
“The foundation is the
same for the story, but the
certain aspects of it are different with each clan and La
Flesche writes about this,”
she said.
Daylight said she has spoken with Osage elders Eddy
Red Eagle Jr. and Archie
Mason and she is currently
mapping out the curriculum.
She said she would bring
the lesson plans back to the
TCA committee for approval
before teaching the creation
story at the school. She said
it would take many lessons
to teach the different aspects of the story, the roles
the clans performed and the
story’s relation to Osage life
today.
Historically, the Osage
had over 20 clans and subclans. It is not currently
known how many clans are
left and active today, but the
Historic Preservation Office has conducted an Osage
clans project in the past.
Hunter said she also
has old text of Osage children’s stories she can share
with Daylight to be used in
the school. Osage Nation
Museum director Marla
RedCorn-Miller was also
present at the meeting and
asked Daylight to think of
the museum as a communal base, a venue to share
what they are teaching in
exhibits at the museum, “To
share the beauty of what is
happening here.”
Akers said he didn’t discover the Osage creation story until he was a young man
in college.
“This creation story is
something that stays with
them throughout their lives
and I think it’s a really good
thing,” he said. “This is not
something they’re discovering, or how they’re reconnecting, or feeling lost and
coming back, they will grow
up with it. It will become
a part of them, a part of
their life.”

August 18th

is the deadline for
all submissions for the
September issue of the
Mark it on your calendars!
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American Indian Graduate Center
welcomes new board member
AIGC

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Brandy Supernaw, Aquaponics Manager stands next to the new location
and set up for the Aquaponics Center on July 18 at Bird Creek Farm in
Pawhuska.

Bird Creek Farm
builds new
Aquaponics facility
Osage News
A new structure is at Bird Creek Farm and it is housing the
farm’s new Aquaponic facility.
The facility is successfully growing herbs, vegetables and tilapia through its unique system.
Aquaponics is a four-step system that uses a water recirculating process to grow and harvest plants and farm fish, according
to Urban Organics, Growing Power Inc. Using wastewater from
the fish, the water is pumped from the fish to an upper tiered
gravel bed where the bacteria breaks down the impurities. Nitrogen is left in the water to feed the plants growing on lower
level tiers, which further filter the water. Every nine months the
fish used are ready to be harvested.
Some facts on aquaponics, according to Homestyle Aquaponics
include:
• It uses 90 percent less water than soil-based gardening
• It is four to six times as productive on a square foot basis as
soil-based gardening
• It does not rely on the availability of good soil, so it can be
set up anywhere
• It is free from weeds, watering and fertilizing concerns
• It enables fish farming
For more information about Bird Creek Farm, visit their website at https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/communities-excellence/bird-creek-farms

The
American
Indian Graduate Center is
proud to welcome Franklin “Hud” Oberly Jr. to its
Board of Directors.
“As we work to help educate the future leaders in
Indian Country, we must
involve its current bright
and shining leaders as well.
Hud is a great example of a
hardworking leader with vision, and we’re proud to have
him,” said Angelique Albert,
Executive Director of AIGC.
Oberly (Osage, Caddo,
Comanche) is the Program
Coordinator for the Indigenous Program at Sundance
Institute where he manages
artist relations, Indigenous/
tribal community relations,
and creative input. Based
in Los Angeles, Hud focuses
on increasing representation
of modern Native American
and Indigenous people and
their stories.
With a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Colorado – Boulder in Advertising
and a minor in Business. Hud
was a First Nations Scholar,
White Antelope Scholar, Cobell Scholar, Osage Nation
Tribal Scholar and a leader
on campus as a CU-Boulder
Student Ambassador. Previously, he has navigated the
advertising industry in many
sectors, all while specializing
in social media. He has also
served Indian Country in

Courtesy Photo

Franklin “Hud” Oberly Jr. is the
newest member of the American
Indian Graduate Center’s board
of directors.

his roles at United National
Indian Tribal Youth (UNITY) Inc. and taking part in

“In my work, I have made
it a point to increase
the visibility of modern
Native Americans, and
AIGC plays an integral
role in giving today’s
students the opportunity
to be visible in the path to
reaching their dreams...”
Franklin “Hud” Oberly, Jr.
programs with National Indian Education Association
(NIEA), College Horizons,
and Graduate Horizons.
“In my work, I have made
it a point to increase the
visibility of modern Native
Americans, and AIGC plays
an integral role in giving today’s students the opportuni-

ty to be visible in the path to
reaching their dreams,” says
Oberly, “and I look forward to
helping students realize their
full potential”
Hud acknowledges the
support of his family in all
of his endeavors and maintains close ties to his Oklahoma roots. He makes annual
trips home for the Osage InLon-Shka dances, Comanche Homecoming and to the
Binger “Y” in Caddo County.
He is thankful for the many
blessings in his life.
The
American
Indian
Graduate Center is the largest scholarship provider to
Native students in the United States. They award over
$15 million in scholarships
annually and have awarded
more than $200 million in
scholarships since its founding 50 years ago. AIGC empowers Native students from
over 500 tribes in all 50 states
through educational funding
and other support services.
Undergraduate,
graduate
and professional students are
funded at any accredited college or university in the United States.
Oberly Jr. is an Osage
citizen and a member of the
Hominy District and serves
on the Zo^ Zo Li^ dance committee. He is the son of Frank
Oberly, and Shannon Freeman and Mike Shackelford.
He is the great-grandson of
John Oberly.

Former Osage Congressman
James Norris appointed to
Veterans Memorial Commission
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Close up of lettuce plants growing on July 18 at Bird Creek Farm in
Pawhuska.

View of the ceiling of the Aquaponics Center which allows a limited amount of sunlight for the plants at Bird Creek Farm on July 18 in
Pawhuska.

Brandy Supernaw feeds the tilapia on July 18 at Bird Creek Farm in
Pawhuska.

Inside the new Aquaponics Center on July 18 at Bird Creek Farm in
Pawhuska.

Army veteran and former
Osage Nation Congressman
James Norris is now serving
on the Veterans Memorial
Commission after his recent
appointment by Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear.
Norris joins the Osage Veterans Memorial Commission
as an interim member after
taking his oath on July 12 at
the ON Tribal Courthouse in
Pawhuska with Trial Court
Associate Judge Lisa Otipoby-Herbert presiding. Norris
will be considered for Congressional confirmation with
other board and commission
appointees when the Sixth ON
Congress convenes for its 24day Tzi-Zho Session starting
Sept. 3.
With the Osage Veterans
Memorial completed for a
2018 Veterans Day opening,
the five-member commission
will continue to oversee the
structure’s maintenance and
upkeep, which includes adding additional Osage veterans names each year to the
memorial honoring those who
served in wartime or peace. At
the time of the memorial dedication, it had approximately
1,200 Osage veteran names inscribed on its walls under their
respective service branches.
While serving on Congress,
Norris supported the Osage
Veterans Memorial project,
which included a 2017 unanimous Congressional vote to
appropriate $1.1 million toward the design and planning.
At the time, Norris and other
Congress members said they
believe a veterans memorial is
a place of healing and reflection for families and visitors
who served in the military,
as well as a place to honor
those who were killed in action or passed following their
service years.
Norris, a retired physician

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

James Norris joins the Osage Veterans Memorial Commission as an interim member after taking his oath on July 12 at the ON Tribal Courthouse
in Pawhuska with Trial Court Associate Judge Lisa Otipoby-Herbert presiding.

assistant and Indian Health
Service administrator, served
a four-year term on the Osage
Congress ending in 2018.
During the Vietnam War, Norris served with the 173rd Airborne and 12th Special Forces
Group, according to his 2014
Congressional campaign ad in
the Osage News. Norris holds
a master’s degree from the
University of Oklahoma and
worked in several IHS director and administration posts,
which included serving as
CEO, Service Unit Director of
the Pawnee Service Unit.
In March 2005, the 31st
Osage Tribal Council named
Norris along with nine other
Osages to serve on the Osage
Government Reform Commission, according to The Osage

Timeline. Norris and the commissioners held a series of
community meetings to develop the framework for the 2006
Osage Constitution approved
by voters that year.
Norris’ appointment to the
five-member Veterans Memorial Commission comes after two vacancies opened this
year following the passing of
WWII veteran and Army Capt.
Richard Luttrell Sr. and resignation of Air Force veteran Richard Perrier, who now
serves on the Osage Limited
Liability Company Board.
For more information, on
the Osage Veterans Memorial, call (918) 287-9729 or visit
its website at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/veterans-memorial-commission
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Pawhuska village committee
asks for new community
building feedback, gives updates
Benny Polacca
Osage News
With the annual Inlonshka dances
now over, the Pawhuska Indian Village Committee is open to ideas and
suggestions for features in a new
Wakon Iron Community Building
now in the planning stage.
Marjorie Williams, village committee chairwoman, said the $250,000
appropriation bill (ONCA 19-39) to
fund the architectural design of a new
community building passed during
the June special session of the Sixth
ON Congress.
During the July 15 village community meeting, Williams told residents: “If you guys have any ideas of
what you would like to see in the new
Wakon Iron (building), please let us
know because we’re still in the planning phase.”
Thus far, Williams said wish list
feedback she’s heard from the public
includes: a desire to have showers
in the restrooms, more storage areas, a walk-in freezer and washer/
dryer facilities.
“Do you see any room for (new
building) improvement? Please let
us know,” Williams told attendees
in the dimly-lit building, which had
several fluorescent light bulbs out
that evening. “We are waiting for
electricians to come in and fix our
lights, but we’re not wanting to invest too much more (repair/ maintenance costs) in this building if we’re
going to be getting a new one soon.”
A timeline on the design process
was not immediately known. The
architectural design work for a new
community building will be subject
to the Nation’s competitive bidding
act.
In other community updates,
Williams reminded attendees the
community trash dumpster next to
Wakon Iron building is for residential use only and larger objects including lumber, drywall, painting
supplies and appliances are not allowed in the dumpsters because the
company hired to collect village trash
is not able to haul those objects off.
The discussion on trash also
served as a reminder to residents
to call either the village committee
members or police to report illegal
dumping, which has been a problem
in the village.

Fellow Village Committee Member Kathryn Redcorn said there are
also reports of an individual riding
a motorcycle around the dance arbor. “If you see anybody doing that,
please feel free to call our office so we
can call the police,” Redcorn said.
Williams said she, along with village work crew members have also
seen instances of a man riding a motorcycle in the arbor. “Osage Nation
police has talked to (the non-village
resident motorcyclist) to let him
know ‘don’t be doing that anymore,’”
Williams said.
In the village’s newly dedicated Wakon Iron Park west of the
community building, additional
improvements and features are
planned, Williams said. “We’re still
working on getting more benches out
there, one tree needs to be replaced,
we’ve ordered some more swings
and the age limit on this playground is 12 and under,” she said as
a reminder.
Also that night, the Village Committee asked the residents for a vote
on whether Wakon Iron Park should
have a fence after hearing residential feedback in both support and opposition of building a park fence.
During a prior community meeting, former Village Committee
Chairwoman and current Osage Congresswoman Paula Stabler asked the
committee to consider the fence idea
to help deter stray dogs from bothering children at the playground.
Redcorn said she opposed the expense of building a fence because residents should keep their dogs in their
yards or tie them up. The community
vote on whether to build a park fence
was conducted by a show of raised
hands. Four residents raised hands
in support of the fence and nine voted against the fence.
Williams noted the next village
election is scheduled Oct. 21 with
all five seats opening for two-year
terms. The ON Election Board will
be contacted to assist in the election
as it’s done in the recent village elections and this year’s village election
will run one night versus two nights
in past elections, she said. That
evening, the residents will nominate candidates and the residents
will vote for the next five committee
members with the Election Board
counting the votes and announcing
the results.

JOM committees set school
supply distribution dates

Distribution dates are still pending
for Woodland, Wynona, Prue, Bowring,
McCord and Shidler. Anderson families
are asked to contact the school, while
supplies will be waiting for Pawhuska
students in the classrooms on the first
day of school.
The Johnson O’Malley programs
for two large districts straddling the
Osage Nation’s boundaries have also
set their school supply distribution
dates as well.
Tulsa Public Schools will have school
supplies available from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Aug. 6-8 at the district’s enrollment center, located at 2819 S. New
Haven Ave.
JOM students enrolled with Sand
Springs Public Schools can pick up
school supplies from 5-7 p.m. on Aug.
13 or 9 a.m. to noon on Aug. 14 at 114
W. 4th St. However, in order for families to get supplies, they must complete
a needs assessment of district’s JOM
program first.
Bartlesville Public Schools, which
partners with the Cherokee Nation’s
JOM program, has not announced a
distribution date or site yet.

Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
With summer vacation slowly
dwindling away, several area Johnson-O’Malley parent committees have
set school supply distribution dates for
the upcoming academic year.
When picking up school supplies,
parents are asked to bring verification
of both their child’s tribal citizenship
and school enrollment. In order to be
eligible for Johnson O’Malley services,
a student must be either a citizen of
a federally recognized tribe or have a
blood quantum of one-fourth or more.
School supplies will be available for
Hominy students Aug. 2 from 5-8 p.m.
in the Hominy Indian Village’s community building.
Skiatook JOM volunteers will hand
out supplies Aug. 3 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
at Newman Middle School.
Osage Hills’ distribution is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. through 1 p.m. on
Aug. 7 at the school.
Barnsdall JOM students can pick up
their supplies Aug. 8 at the school.

Six Osage youth win chance to
hunt deer on Osage Nation Ranch
suant to state hunting laws and the
Osage Nation Wildlife Regulations,
she said. Each participant is required
to have an accompanying adult (18 and
over) who cannot participate in the use
of a gun for hunting.
Each youth participant can harvest
up to two deer, only one being antlered,
she said. The awarded Osage youth are
as follows:

Osage News
The Osage Nation Ranch LLC board
of directors awarded free hunting spots
for six lucky Osage youth.
The six youth will hunt deer for free
during the one weekend in October the
state designates for youth hunting.
“Each of these spots would have
cost several thousand dollars per
person to purchase as a lessee,” said
Amanda
Kendrick-Bartenhagen,
Ranch Manager.
She said the original advertisement
was for four youth, but the board decided to award six. The youth deer weekend allows for the use of rifle, shotgun,
handgun and muzzleloader guns pur-

• Chloe Blossom, 14, Oaks
• Lane Cosby, 16, Pawhuska
• Wyatt Cosby, 13, Pawhuska
• Kelsey Myers, 13, Sperry
• Braden Tarwater, 9, Barnsdall
• Hayden Renfrow, 17, Pawhuska

Do you need help
paying your electric bill?

OSAGE NATION
ENERGY ASSISTANCE
Currently accepting applications until August 31, 2019 for the
following:
• Energy aid applied to Electric bills

Eligibility factors include:

• Resident of Osage County / Osage Reservation
• Native American of a federally recognized tribe
• Household income qualifies under 60% State Median Income
   amounts for Oklahoma
(Net income for households, previous 30 days)
Household
Size
Annual
Net Income
Monthly

Net Income

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

$21,283 $27,831 $34,380 $40,928

$47,476 $54,025 $55,253 $56,481

$1,774

$3,956

$2,319

$2,865

$3,411

$4,502

$4,604

$4,704

*Income deductions for enrolled Osage tribal members
*Applications must be received 5 days prior to utility disconnect date
*Deposits, disconnect, reconnect or late fees are not eligible

To apply contact:

Osage Nation Financial Assistance

239 W. 12th St.
Pawhuska, OK 74056
Phone: 1-918-287-5325
Website: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/financial-assistance

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to
sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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Wakon Red Corn views paintings at the exhibit “Paintings of the Osage Nation Museum” on
June 21.

9

Nettie Gray stands next to the portrait of her dad, former Principal Chief Jim Gray by
Roxanne Red Corn on June 21 at the Osage Nation Museum.

ON Museum showcases paintings
in permanent collection
All Photos by Cody Hammer / Osage News

Osage News
The Osage Nation Museum has opened its
latest exhibit, showcasing paintings from its
permanent collection.
“Paintings from the Osage Nation Museum”
features artists who have painted portraits and
scenes from Osage life and history over the past
100 years. From the collection of Russell Wagoshe (1910-1974) to the vibrant abstractions
of Yatika Fields (b. 1980), the exhibit considers
the Osage painting tradition within the categories of Osage life, visions and leadership and
expressive dimensions of culture, according to
an ONM release.
“The selection of paintings highlights the di-

John Fox views the painting of Gov. Joe at the Osage
Nation Museum on June 21.

versity of styles and artists represented in the
museum’s permanent collection. Since 1938
the Nation’s museum has stood at the heart
of Osage artistic and cultural practice. In the
creative space defined by the boundaries of
the three districts of Gray Horse, Hominy and
Pawhuska, an Osage painting tradition developed during the early to mid-20th Century that
continues today.”
Artists featured in the exhibit include Wagoshe, Fields, Loren Pahsetopah, Archie Mason,
Frank Brave, Jim Red Corn, Joe Don Brave,
Todros Geller, Gina Gray, Dante Biss-Grayson,
Carl Woodring, E. Sean StandingBear, and
Roxanne Red Corn.
The exhibit will be open through Oct. 5.

A museum guest looks at a portrait of Chief Bacon
Rind by Frank Brave at the Osage Nation Museum on
June 21. Brave was just 17 years old when he presented the portrait to then-Principal Chief Paul Pitts.

Guests look at a portrait of Ed Red Eagle Sr. at the
exhibit opening on June 21 in the Osage Nation
Museum.
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Wyatt Little before the dance begins at Hominy Inlonshka Raen Holding (right) and sister pose for a photo before the
on June 13.
evening dance session in Hominy on June 14.

OJ Littlecook poses with his wife Caron, inside the Hominy
Indian Village community building before the start of the
evening session on June 14.

Hominy

Inlonshka

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Andrea Kemohah and daughter Layla pose for a photo at the Hominy dances on June 14.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The youngest son of Eli and Gina Red Eagle waits to enter the Hominy
Inlonshka arbor on June 13.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News
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Group photo of dancers before entering the evening session
in Hominy on June 14.

Women from the Grayhorse and Hominy Districts pose for a
photo on June 13.

Men from the Hominy District make their way to the arbor
on June 13.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News
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Two young girls pose for a photo from the Hominy District
on June 17.

Frank “Hud” Oberly Jr. and his stepfather Mike Shackelford.

The Hominy Drumkeeper’s grandmother Teresa Littlecook
and the Hominy District Head Cook Heather Wilson Little.
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Tony Whitehorn with his daughter Whitney and son at Hominy Inlonshka on June 17.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Talon Satepauhoodle poses for a photo at Hominy Inlonshka on
June 17.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Hominy District elder George Shannon, 84, enters the Hominy Inlonshka arbor on June 13.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News
MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

A young boy enters the dance arbor at Hominy Inlonshka on June 17.

Hominy District dancers pose for a photo on June 17 at the Hominy
Inlonshka.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News
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Town Crier Cesar Williams leads with the Hominy District drum and Drumkeeper Gideon
Goodeagle Jr. on June 14.

The Hominy District cooks pose for a photo before their district committee dinner on
June 17.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News
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Hominy District cook helpers pose for a photo before committee dinner on June 17.

Hominy District Drumkeeper Gideon Goodeagle Jr. before his district’s committee dinner
on June 17.
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Fore!
All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Camp
attendee hits down the driving
range at the Adams Municipal Golf
Course in Bartlesville at the Osage
Foundation Golf Camp on June 25.
Campers work on swings downrange at the Osage Foundation
Golf Camp in Bartlesville on June
24.
Campers work on swings downrange at the Osage Foundation
Golf Camp in Bartlesville on June
24.
Leslie Core-Drevecky (Osage)
shows swinging mechanics to attendees during the Osage Foundation Golf Camp in Bartlesville on
June 25.
Leslie Core-Drevecky (Osage), PGA
professional in Aurora, Colorado,
gives hitting tips to Leighton Shaw
at the Osage Foundation Golf
Camp on June 25, in Bartlesville.

Students have water fun with the Osage Nation Wildland Fire Management firefighter Louis Dailey on July 18 in Pawhuska.
All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Daposka Ahnkodapi students enjoy water fun with the Osage Nation Wildland Fire Management firefighters
Louis Dailey and Corbin Malone on July 18.

Splish Splash!

Osage Nation Wildland Fire Management firefighters Louis Dailey and Corbin Malone stopped
by Daposka Ahnkodapi to cool the kids off before their summer break started on July 18.
ABOVE: Students have water fun
with the Osage Nation Wildland
Fire Management on July 18 in
Pawhuska.
FAR LEFT: Osage Nation Wildland Fire Management firefighter Corbin Malone helps a young
boy spray his classmates at
Daposka Ahnkodapi on July 18
in Pawhuska.
LEFT: Students line up to take
turns in the Osage Nation Wildland
Fire Management truck on July 18
in Pawhuska.
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Staying cool in the summer heat
Osage Nation Emergency Management
Ten Hot Weather
Safety Tips:
1. Stay hydrated. Drink
plenty of fluids; drink
about 16 ounces before
work and 5 to 7 ounces
every 15 or 20 minutes.
2. Avoid dehydrating
liquids. Alcohol, coffee,
tea, and caffeinated soft
drinks can hurt more
than help.
3. Wear protective
clothing. Lightweight,
light-colored and loosefitting clothing helps
protect against heat.
Change clothing if it
becomes completely
saturated.
4. Pace yourself. Slow
down and work at an
even pace. Know your
own limits and ability to
work safely in heat.
5. Schedule frequent
breaks. Take time for
rest and water breaks
in a shaded or air
conditioned area.
6. Use a damp rag. Wipe
your face or put it
around your neck.
7. Avoid getting sunburn.
Use sunscreen and wear
a hat if working outside.
8. Be alert to signs of heatrelated illness. Know
what to look for and
check on other workers
that might be at high
risk.
9. Avoid direct sun. Find
shade or block out the
sun if possible.
10. Eat smaller meals. Eat
fruits high in fiber and
natural juice. Avoid high
protein foods.
If you are under an
extreme heat warning:
• Find air conditioning.
• Avoid strenuous activities.
• Watch for heat illness.
• Wear light clothing.
• Check on family members
and neighbors.
• Drink plenty of fluids.
• Watch for heat cramps,
heat exhaustion, and heat
stroke.
• Never leave people or pets
in a closed car.
• Dehydration is the result
of the body trying to
regulate its temperature
naturally through
sweating. Maintaining
body fluids is essential
for sweating. You must
hydrate before, during,
and after work.
• Before work you should
take extra fluids to
prepare for the heat.
Drink 1 or 2 cups of water,
juice, or a sport drink
before work.
• While working drink at
least 1 quart of fluid per
hour. Drink as much as
you can during the lunch
break. Water is your
greatest need during work
in the heat.
• Hyponatremia
(abnormally low
concentration of sodium
in the blood) is a result of
excessive water intake. A
potentially life-threatening
complication, and can
be prevented when
rehydration is enhanced
by fluids containing
sodium and potassium,
or when foods with these
electrolytes are consumed
along with water.

Osage News File Photo

Courtesy Photo
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temperature regulation.
Excessive salt can cause
stomach distress, fatigue,
and other problems.
• You can assess your
hydration by observing
the volume, color, and
concentration of your
urine. Low volumes of
dark, concentrated urine
or painful urination
indicate a serious need
for rehydration. Other
signs of dehydration
include a rapid heart
rate, weakness, excessive
fatigue, and dizziness.
• Rapid loss of several
pounds of body weight
is a certain sign of
dehydration. Rehydrate
before returning to work;
continuing to work in a
dehydrated state can lead
to serious consequences,
including heat stroke,
muscle breakdown, and
kidney failure.
Recognizing the Signs
and Symptoms of Heat
related Illness(s):
Heat becomes a problem
when humidity, air temperature, and radiant heat combine with hard work to raise
body temperature beyond safe
limits. Sweat is your main
defense. Everyone should understand the importance of
drinking water often.
Heat disorders
Heat disorders are a group
of illnesses caused by prolonged exposure to hot temperatures, restricted fluid
intake, or failure of the body’s
ability to regulate its temperature. The general term used for
heat disorders is hyperthermia
(pronounced
hi-per-THURmee-uh). The three most common forms of hyperthermia are
• Heat cramps
• Heat exhaustion
• Heat stroke
Heat cramps are the least
serious form of hyperthermia.
They are the first sign that the
body is having difficulty with
increased temperature. Heat
cramps are a warning sign
that problems that are more
serious may soon develop.
Heat exhaustion is more serious than heat cramps. Heat
exhaustion results when the
body produces more heat that
it can dissipate. Alternatively,
the body may become dehydrated, or its temperature regulation system may begin to
fail. Heat exhaustion is characterized by:
• Weakness
• Extreme fatigue
• Nausea
• Headaches
• Wet, clammy skin
• Urine dark yellow or
orange
• Mental confusion may
develop (This is a serious
trigger point of the onset
of Heat stroke).

• After work it is important
to continue drinking to
replace fluid losses. Thirst
always underestimates
fluid needs, so you should
drink more than you think
you need.

The first steps in treating
any form of hyperthermia
include:

• Un-acclimatized workers
lose more salt in the
heat so they need to pay
particular attention to salt
replacement.

• Giving the patient liquids
that contain electrolytes.

• Do not overdo salt intake;
too much salt impairs

• Moving the patient to a
cooler location.
• Providing the patient with
cool water.

Electrolytes are chemicals
that occur naturally in the
body and that maintain the
proper balance of fluids in the

body. The usual liquids given
to a patient are sports drink
such as Gatorade.
Heat exhaustion results
when the body produces more
heat than it can dissipate. Inadequate fluid intake is a major contributing factor. Treat
heat exhaustion by resting in
a cool environment, by removing clothing so that one’s sweat
can evaporate, and by replacing fluids and electrolytes.
Prompt treatment of heat
cramps and heat exhaustion
is usually successful. Patients
recover in a matter of hours
or, at most, a day or two. Heat
stroke poses problems that are
more serious.
Heat stroke is a medical
emergency. Heat stroke is
caused by failure of the body’s
heat controls. Sweating stops
and the body temperature rises. Brain damage and death
may result if treatment is delayed. Begin rapid cooling with
ice or cold water, fanning the
victim to promote evaporation.
For rapid cooling, partially
submerge the victim’s body in
cool water. Treat for shock if
necessary. Provide oxygen if
it is available. Whereas heat
cramps and heat exhaustion
may be treated locally, heat
stroke patients should be medically transported ASAP, by
air if possible, as their condition may worsen suddenly.
Although classic teaching
describes a heat stroke patient
as “hot and dry”, recent studies have shown that over 50%
of heat stroke patients are
sweating heavily. Typically,
we do not carry or have medical thermometers with us at
all times. Therefore, the hallmark of heat stroke is altered
mental status. You should suspect heat stroke if someone is
hot, fatigued, and shows some
altered mental status, such as
inability to remember the day
or the current situation. They
may ask, “Where am I?”
Heat stroke is characterized
by:
• Hot, often dry skin
• Body temperature above
105.8 degrees Fahrenheit
• Mental confusion
• Loss of consciousness,
convulsions, or even coma
Heat stroke is a medical
emergency. Brain damage and
death may result if treatment
is delayed. Begin rapid cooling
with ice or cold water, fanning
the victim to promote evaporation. For rapid cooling, partially submerge the victim’s body
in cool water. Treat for shock
if necessary. Provide oxygen if
it is available. Whereas heat
cramps and heat exhaustion
may be treated locally, heat
stroke patients should be medically transported ASAP, by
air if possible, as their condition may worsen suddenly.
Preventative Measures:
You can prevent the serious
consequences of heat disorders
by improving your level of fitness and becoming acclimated to the heat. Maintaining
a high level of aerobic fitness
is one of the best ways to protect against heat stress. The
fit worker has a well-developed circulatory system and
increased blood volume. Both
are important to regulate body
temperature. Fit workers start
to sweat sooner, so they work
with a lower heart rate and
body temperature. They adjust
to the heat twice as fast as the
unfit worker does.

Pawhuska Public Schools partnered with Osage Nation Johnson
O’Malley and Pawhuska First United Methodist Church to provide
free school supplies.

Pawhuska School District
to supply all students with
school supplies this year
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
Back to school shopping
just got a little less expensive for Pawhuska families.
On July 9, officials with
Pawhuska Public Schools
announced a partnership
with the Osage Nation’s
Johnson O’Malley program
and Pawhuska First United
Methodist Church to provide free school supplies for
all students enrolled with
the district.
In previous years, both
the Osage Nation Johnson O’Malley program and
the church had provided
school supplies for specific
student populations within
the district.
After two months of discussions, going this route allows for bulk purchases at a
lower per item cost, plus ensures that all students have
equitable access to the same
crayons, pencils and other
classroom materials. It also
guarantees that students
who need items that are
sometimes difficult to find,
such as graph paper, are not
left scrambling.
According to a 2018 study
by the National Retail Foundation, the average family
spends $122 per child on
classroom supplies.
“Our school district has
focused on unity and having the best school district,”
Pawhuska Public Schools
Assistant
Superintendent
Beverly Moore said. “Pro-

Rencountre

–from Page 1

Arena just off the Las Vegas Strip. This is the second
UFC win for Rencountre, who
grew up in the Pawhuska Indian Village and has wrestled
since childhood, including as a
Pawhuska High Huskie.
The fight’s unanimous decision came after Rencountre
and Naurdiev fought three
rounds in the octagon. Rencountre won his first UFC fight
in January against Kyle Stewart during UFC Fight Night in
New York.
“The feeling was overwhelming, it’s almost like I
had to slow down,” Rencountre
said of his Las Vegas win. In
working with his coaches, Rencountre said he credits trainings for hours on his strengths
with coaches to prepare for
the fight.
According to a fansided.com
July 6 article on the UFC 239
fights: “Rencountre opened the
third round by going for a takedown. Naurdiev was able to
defend and remained upright.
The Austrian fighter connected with a flying knee catching
Rencountre as he went in for
a takedown. The two fighters
scrambled for position. Rencountre landed a powerful
punch but Naurdiev countered
and slowed Rencountre. The
two fighters continued to battle for position with Rencountre using his length to flatten
out Naurdiev and landed several strikes from the top. The
two battle for position until
referee Mark Smith forced a
restart. Naurdiev landed an
impressive double leg take-

viding and working with our
families is a priority. We
want the best education and
community for our students.
“It’s a small gesture with
a big impact for our families.
We would not have been able
to do this project without
the support of our partners:
JOM, which provides for our
Native American students,
the donations from our community, and volunteers of
the First United Methodist
Church. We are putting unity into action.”
Supplies will not be sent
home with students. Instead, they will be sorted
by individual teachers and
remain in the classroom for
use during the instructional day. Although extras are
being ordered, there is a
possibility that parents may
be asked to help later in the
year if the stock is completely depleted before the end of
the year.
Despite the possibility of
having to buy hand sanitizer
or tissues in April instead of
August, the announcement
does not have any substantive impact for students
who were already receiving
supplies through the Osage
Nation’s Johnson O’Malley
program.
“There are no significant changes for Pawhuska
JOM families,” Osage Nation Education Department
Director Mary Wildcat-Bighorse said via email. “The
students’ school supplies
will be at the school when
classes start.”
down but the horn sounded before he could try to finish the
fight.”
Like in New York, Rencountre entered the Las Vegas octagon carrying the blue
and yellow Osage Nation flag,
which he carries with pride.
“It’s what I wanted to show,
I’m proud to show where I’m
from,” he said.
In preparation for UFC 239,
Rencountre trained heavily
at the Alliance MMA training facility in the San Diego
area where he lives. Preparing for the fight also meant
Rencountre, who usually participates in the annual June
dances with family members,
would be missing the four-day
Pawhuska In-Lon-Shka, which
were held the weekend before
the fight.
“That was a rough one,”
Rencountre said of missing
the In-Lon-Shka. “I was missing the dances and the food,
but I had to concentrate on
the fight.” Rencountre said he
would train up to 11 times a
week with each session lasting a couple of hours with
Alliance coaches.
“We executed our game plan
and I soaked up the knowledge
of the coaches,” said Rencountre, which brought “a whole
different level to my game.”
After the Las Vegas fight,
Rencountre went into relaxation mode, which included
visiting his daughter who lives
in Nebraska.
In August, Rencountre said
he plans to return to Alliance
in California to resume training full-time.
Follow Chance Rencountre
on Facebook at Chance “Black
Hawk” Rencountre MMA.
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Indian through American Eyes
Ruby Hansen Murray
Osage News Culture Columnist
In late June, my husband and I
went to Ashland to see Between Two
Knees, the first play by the 1491s, an
indigenous comedy troupe made up
of Ryan RedCorn, Dallas Goldtooth,
Sterlin Harjo, Migizi Pensoneau and
Bobby Wilson.
The 1491s have created a play
that ranges across Indian history
including massacres and boarding
schools with the zany, goofy boy humor that has made them famous.
The richness of the play comes from
the weave of a Native view of history
interwoven with American attitudes
toward Natives.
Ashland, Oregon is six hours from
our home in SW Washington. We
drove south through the green Willamette Valley and into the Rogue River Valley, west of the Klamath Basin,
to a sunny landscape stitched with
vineyards in the foothills of the Siskiyou Mountains. Ashland is a city
with deep pockets, more posh than
the last time I’d seen it.
The Oregon Shakespeare Festival
began in 1935, founded by a teacher
from (what is now) Southern Oregon
University. It has grown along with
Ashland and produced 11 plays this
year from Macbeth to Hairspray to
Between Two Knees.
We follow well-heeled white folks
and a few Native families into a
small theater in the round. Images
of Indian sports team mascots and
the Land of Lakes Indian maiden are
projected around the room. Cher’s
voice sings “Half-Breed” in a play list
that includes Johnny Preston’s 1959
hit “Running Bear.” Written by Jiles
Perry Richardson, it includes ugauga chanting and the refrain “Runnin’ Bear loved little White Dove,”
which keeps sounding like “running bear loves little white girl” in
my head.
A recorded announcement explains that a land acknowledgement
is “where we tell you that Shasta
people and a bunch of other Indians
used to live here and blah blah blah,
but you space out and learn nothing about the original people of this
land.” A printed land acknowledgement listing nine Oregon tribes is inserted into the program.
The play begins with a narrator
“with a traditional Indian name,”
that is, Larry, played by Justin
Gauthier, Menominee Indian Tribe
of Wisconsin, orienting the audience
to the material. Larry is a steadying
force, explaining the action between
scenes, bridging the distance between
a largely white audience and the story. “It’s okay to laugh,” he says, at
the same time he sends a large coffee
can through the audience for reparations. “Don’t worry you’ll still own
everything anyway,” he says.
Gauthier is a former classmate of
mine from the Institute of American
Indian Arts where he graduated with
an MFA in Screenwriting. Though
he’s new to acting, the play relies on
his gravitas, his ability to bridge the
horror of Native history with humor.
The knees in the title refer to the
first Wounded Knee Massacre and
the occupation of Wounded Knee
in the 1970s, which doesn’t initially sound like subject matter for a
comedy, but it’s fertile ground for
the1491s. The play focuses on Isaiah
(Derek Garza) a baby rescued from
the 1890 Wounded Knee massacre,
now depressed from years in a boarding school, where he meets Irma
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(Shyla Lefner) a strong Indian woman who challenges the system and
helps him escape. Irma and Isaiah
reappear as elders, played by April
Ortiz and Wotko Long. The stories
that thread through the pyrotechnic
comic book battle scenes ground the
play, creating a moving human story;
at the same time America’s distorted
vision of Native people hangs above
the play, present and unavoidable.
Director Eric Ting manages a cast
of professional actors playing many
roles, adding to a free-wheeling
sense of being loosed from a straight
chronology. The choreography of
fight scenes and the special effects—
cod pieces that shine with LED brilliance when actors unbutton their
pants to show the effects of circumcision—lighten the moments when a
US Army officer arrives with scalps
on his belts.
It’s cathartic to see Lefner play a
strong female indigenous character
stepping out of the too predictable
victim narrative, before the play
slides into a zany video game or comic
book-inspired battle with ninja nuns,
called nunjas, in full habits. The nunjas are one of the many laugh aloud
moments I carry home with me. The
play slides between an unpleasant
history that we know too well and a
kind of enjoyable sacrilege.
At the talk back after the play actor Rachel Crowl described how furiously the playwrights worked up
until the last minute to complete
the script. The impact varies on audiences, she said. Some people leave
at every show, but performances often end in standing ovations, as ours
did. I watched three white men in the
front row sit with their arms crossed
through early scenes, while white
women whooped and waved their
arms wildly as they sang “So Long,
White People” in the finale.
When we left Ashland, we drove up
Mt. Siskyou to see Mt. Shasta, then
east toward Crater Lake on Dead Indian Memorial Road, which crosses
Dead Indian Creek toward the Upper Klamath Basin. According to The
Oregon Encyclopedia, Dead Indian
Road was named in the 1850s for two
Indians found there, although details
vary about the event. After years of
protest, “Memorial” was added to the
name in mid-1993. We drove Dead
Indian Memorial Highway toward
home, still laughing.
Between Two Knees opened in
April and runs through Oct. 27
at the Thomas Theatre at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in
Ashland, Ore.
Also, on July 19, the 1491s (minus
Ryan RedCorn) discussed the play on
Native America Calling, describing
their intentions for the play and its
impact on audiences.
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Young Osage women pose for a portrait.
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Top row, from left: unknown, Simon Henderson, Albert Penn, unknown, Tom Cox, last two
unknown. Bottom row, from left: unknown, William Pryor, Edgar McCarthy, Mr. Carroll, Fred
Lookout, Make Cry (John Oberly’s father), and unknown.

Museum working on Osage Veterans exhibit
Osage News
The Osage Nation Museum staff is
already working on its next exhibit.
ONM Director Marla RedCorn-Miller told the Traditional Cultural Advisors committee on July 12 that she and
staff are working on an Osage Veterans exhibit with an opening date set
for Nov. 8 and a reception from 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m.
She also gave an update on the muse-

um expansion, which recently received
a $250,000 appropriation from the
Sixth Osage Nation Congress for the
design process. She said she has met
with Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear and his Chief of Staff Jason Zaun
about the RFP process and she plans
to come back to the TCA committee
to consult.
She said they are also working on a five-year strategic plan for
the museum.

OSA meeting scheduled for Aug. 18
The Osage Shareholder Association will have their quarterly meeting
Aug. 18 at the Tulsa Osage Casino at
1 p.m. The main topic is TERA with
informational speakers.
“We are moving the meetings
to different locations for a while

to reach shareholders near where
they live,” said Lou Phillips,
OSA Chairperson.
Refreshments will be served at
the meeting. For more information
contact Chairperson Lou Phillips at
(918) 671-6003

Courtesy Photo/In-Lon-Schka 101st Year of the Drum

Ed Red Eagle Sr. and Pawhuska Drumkeeper Jess Burris dance at Pawhuska Inlonshka, circa
1970s.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it
to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah,
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov. Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader,
and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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Hadlock returns for OSU
Cowboys 2019-2020 season
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

STILLWATER, OK— Expect
a few lulus from Grayhorse
when the Oklahoma State
University men’s basketball
team takes to Gallagher-Iba
Arena’s white maple floor
in November.
The Cowboys released their
non-conference schedule on
July 18 via social posts with
individual pictures of stu-

dent-athletes on its 2019-2020
roster. Mixed in with close-ups
of Kiowa/Cherokee all-conference honorable mention
selection Lindy Waters III, returning all-conference forward
Cameron McGriff and FIBA
U19 World Cup gold medalist Isaac Likekele is a headshot of Osage Nation citizen
JK Hadlock.
A Pah-Su-Li’n water boy and
a member of the Grayhorse
Inlonshka dance committee,

Courtesy Photo/OSU Athletics

J.K. Hadlock, Osage, is returning for the 2019-2020 basketball season
with the OSU Cowboys.

Hadlock was a 2015 Indian
All-State
and
Oklahoma
Coaches
Association
AllState basketball selection,
as well as part of two state
championship teams.
Despite the prep basketball
accolades, the Glencoe High
School
graduate
played
junior college baseball at
Northern Oklahoma CollegeEnid and Cowley College
in Arkansas City, Kansas,
before a torn labrum ended his
pitching career.
Hadlock earned a spot
on the basketball team’s
practice squad in January
after
multiple
disciplinerelated departures led to an
open tryout. He was officially
added to the 2018-2019 roster
in February and is one of two
players from that open tryout
still with the team.
In his first game in a Cowboy
uniform, Hadlock scored a
season high two points and
grabbed one rebound in
limited action against Kansas
State University.
Joining
Waters
and
Cherokee
Nation
citizen
Gabe
Simpson,
Hadlock

Courtesy Photo/OSU Athletics

The OSU Cowboys released non-conference schedules with several players featured on them with J.K. Hadlock as one of them.

was one of three Indigenous
players on Oklahoma State’s
2018-2019 roster.
Based on data published in
December by the NCAA, the
Cowboys had more Native
American
players
during

the 2018-2019 season than
any Division I basketball
conference did during the
previous
year.
Studentathlete demographics from the
2018-2019 season will not be
published until later this year.

State gold medalist Osage makes U.S. National
Mason Gilkey is
Team for high school football
one to watch
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Incoming
Pawhuska
High School sophomore Mason Gilkey is not entirely
sure why he picked up on
running track.
Growing up, he had the
opportunity to play multiple
sports. He decided to try out
for the track team in seventh
grade and has not looked
back since.
“I excelled at many
sports, but I’ve been the
best at track,” he said with
a chuckle.
The only freshman in the
Class 2A 400-meter dash
state finals, Gilkey ran the
race in 51.29 seconds, beating three seniors by less
than one second to secure an
individual state title.
“It was kind of intimidating,” he said of being in a
heat with seven seniors and
four juniors. I just had to
clear my head and remember that they’re all human
just like me.”
That fast finish was part
of Pawhuska’s first team
state title in any sport since
1990. The Huskies also
won the 4x100, 4x200 and
4x400 meter relays to push
past second place Hooker
by 21.66 points. Gilkey ran

Courtesy Photo/Jessie Malone Wilson

Mason Gilkey, Osage, as a
Freshman helped the Huskies
win gold in the Class 2A 4x100,
4x200 and 4x400 meter relays
and he won an individual gold
in the 400-meter dash.

Courtesy Photo/Jessie Malone Wilson

Gilkey received Track Athlete
of the Year at Pawhuska High
School’s 2018-2019 All Sports
Banquet. He also received Basketball Outstanding Leading
Rebounder and he was also
Honorable Mention in the Tulsa World’s All-World boys track
player of the year finalists.

on all three relay teams,
thus adding to his cache of
state titles.
Along with the four state
championship
medals,
Gilkey won a regional title in
the 400 meter dash and had
the fastest time coming into
the state meet statewide,
thus making him a marked
man early on – a distinction
he is a little worried about,
but knows he’ll carry into
the 2019-2020 season.
“Coming out of regionals,
I had the No. 1 position,” he
said. “I already had a target on my back going into
state. After winning it (a
state title), it felt great. Now
it feels like everyone’s trying to catch me, but I’m going to keep trying to stay a
step ahead.”
Although he isn’t entirely sure why he started running track, when asked, he
offered a quick response
for why younger students
should consider track and
field versus another sport.
“It lets you explore your
natural abilities,” he said.
“You don’t necessarily have
to be able to catch a football
or dribble a basketball. Just
get to get out there and run.”

Joseph
Trent
Hendren
tried out and made the U.S.
National Team for the USA
Football program, a highly
competitive high school football
training program.
Hendren, 13, competed
against athletes his age from
across the country in regional
events in 18 cities across the
country. The athletes were
scored and measured and a select few were chosen to participate in the USA Middle School
Bowl Games.
Selected as a linebacker,
he arrived at the University of Texas in Arlington on
July 10. He was assigned a
team and practiced the next
four days, from 9 a.m. to 6

p.m. outside, and scrimmaged
in Frisco, TX at the Dallas
Cowboys headquarters.
He was selected as a Defensive Captain for his team and
had the honor of carrying the
American Flag onto the field.
Hendren also plays for a
Tulsa AAU team called the
Warriors, where he received
Defensive Player of the Year.
The Warriors also competed
in the AAU National Champi-

onship at the Dallas Cowboy
Stadium. He was the starting middle linebacker for the
Warriors and played in tournaments in Oklahoma and
Texas. He also plays football
for the Pawhuska Huskies.
He is the son of Joe Hendren and Jennifer Oberly
Hendren. He is the grandson
of Sarah Oberly and Regina
Kent. He attends Pawhuska
High School.
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Joseph Hendren with his coach at
the Dallas Cowboys stadium.

Joseph Hendren holds the American Flag for his team at the USA Middle
School Bowl Games in Texas.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

From left: Hominy cooks April Thornton, Alice Goodfox, Heather Wilson Little and Angela Pratt, dressed and
ready to head into the Hominy Inlonshka arbor on June 13. See more Hominy Inlonshka on pages 10, 11,
and 19.

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To
apply for a position with the
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/
application-form.
Applicants are welcome to attach
a resume and/or cover letter in addition. Please note
that all applicants tentatively selected for employment with the Osage
Nation will be required to
submit to a urinalysis to
screen for illegal drug use.
Employment will be contingent upon drug test results. OSAGE\VETERAN\
INDIAN PREFERENCE IS
CONSIDERED.
Verification of preference must be
included with application.
For questions please contact Taryn Crawford, Osage
Nation Employee Recruitment Specialist at (918) 2875445 or email tcrawford@
osagenation-nsn.gov.
Service Desk Technician –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The role of the Service Desk
Technician is to ensure proper
computer operation so that end
users can accomplish business
tasks. This includes actively resolving escalated end user help
requests within established
SLAs. Problem resolution may
involve the use of diagnostic and help request tracking
tools, as well as require that
the individual give in-person,
hands-on help at the desktop
level during field visits or dispatches. Support the stable
operation of the in-house computer network and managing
all on site installation, repair,
maintenance, and test tasks.
Diagnosing errors or technical problems and determining
proper solutions. This includes
planning, designing, installing,
configuring, maintaining, and
optimizing all network communication links while ensuring
minimal network downtime.
Licensed Behavioral Health
Profession – Pawhuska, regular full time. The Licensed
Behavioral Health Professional
(LBHP) will provide counseling
services to the clients of Osage
Nation Counseling Center and
Primary Residential Treatment
while following applicable policies and state guidelines. The
LBHP will be responsible for
assessments, individual and
group counseling, treatment
planning, and other issues related to client care.
Youth
Service/Recovery
Support
Coordinator
–
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The Youth Service/Recovery
Support Coordinator for Youth
& Family TREE is responsible
for the advocacy of the family
in a coordinated, integrated
system of care. This includes
linking, referring, and advocating for the patient to meet basic
human needs from admission
to discharge. He/She acts as
liaison between patient/family and healthcare personnel to
ensure necessary care is provided promptly and effectively.
The YS/RSC must be familiar
with standard concepts, practices, and procedures within
substance abuse and mental
health fields. He/She must rely
on experience and judgment to
plan and accomplish program
and patient goals. This position performs a variety of tasks
within the program. A certain
degree of creativity and latitude is required.
Employment and Training
Coordinator – Pawhuska,
regular full time. The Employment and Training Coordinator
will assess and develop Individual Self-Sufficiency Plans with
the Career Development and
Trade School participants. The
Coordinator will identify work
site placement and technical/
trade school opportunities for
eligible applicants
Law Enforcement Officer –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
An Osage Nation Tribal Police
Officer is assigned to field duty,
which consists of both routine
and complex Law Enforcement
responsibilities. General job
functions include reporting and
documentation; preservation of
public safety, peace and security of the Osage Nation Reservation and provide assistance

to the Osage County Sheriff’s
Department when requested
Certified Teacher – Pawhuska, regular full time.
The
Teacher will be responsible for
teaching Osage language courses at area public schools. This
position will serve as the initial contact between the public
schools and the Osage Nation
government offices.
Compliance Specialist –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The Office of Compliance is responsible for compliance oversight of the Nation’s grants
and tribal programs, on behalf
of the Executive Branch of the
Osage Nation. The Compliance
Specialist shall assist the Compliance Director with grant
compliance, tribal program
compliance, reporting oversight, policy review, internal
reviews and eCivis grant and
tribal management.
Certified
Third
Grade
Teacher – Pawhuska, regular full time. THIS POSITION
WILLL BEGIN JULY 1st 2019.
The Third Grade Teacher will
be responsible for fostering
the intellectual and social development of children in the
first phase of their elementary
school experience. The Third
Grade Teacher will be required
to collaborate with Language
Teachers that are working
with children to develop fluency in communication using
the Osage language. The Third
Grade Teacher will help cultivate students understanding
and appreciation of Osage culture, inspiring self-esteem and
strengthening attitudes among
students, families, and the
community. The Third Grade
Teacher will teach core skills
and objectives to mastery as
prescribed by national standards. The Third Grade Teacher creates lesson plans and
teaches those plans to the entire class, in small groups, and
to individual students, as-wellas centerbased learning activities, tracks student progress
and presents the information to
parents, creates assessments,
and creates and reinforces
classroom rules. This position
will require training in the
Reggio Emilia teaching method. A Reggio Emilia inspired
program is based on the principles of respect, responsibility,
and community through exploration and discovery through a
self-guided curriculum. Reggio
Emilia teachers foster independent growth in their students,
acting more like guides than
traditional teachers.
Administrative
Assistant
– Youth & Family TREE –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The Administrative Assistant
provides support to the Director, as well as to the staff and
clients. He/she is responsible
for assisting families in checking/finding insurance, scheduling appointments, as well
as organizing and/or planning
events and outings held by the
TREE Program.
Behavioral Health Case
Manager – Pawhuska, regular full time. The Behavioral
Health Case Manager for TOR
is responsible for the advocacy
of the client in a coordinated,
integrated system of care. This
includes linking, referring, and
advocating for the patient to
meet basic human needs from
admission to discharge. He/She
acts as liaison between patient/
family and healthcare personnel to ensure necessary care is
provided promptly and effectively. The BHCM must be familiar with standard concepts,
practices, and procedures within substance abuse and mental
health fields. He/She must rely
on experience and judgment to
plan and accomplish program
and patient goals. This position performs a variety of tasks
within the program. A certain
degree of creativity and latitude is required.
PRT Monitor – Pawhuska,
regular full time. The PRT
Monitor provides supervision
and guidance to residents of
the treatment program during
the evening/night hours. Must
be available for weekends and
holidays as needed. Must be
able to identify and work with
the American Indian communi-
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ty at large and relate to their
needs under our program activities.

and requests. Handle all payment transactions accurately.

PRT Monitor – Barnsdall,
regular part-time. The PRT
Monitor provides supervision
and guidance to residents of
the treatment program during
the evening/night hours. Must
be available for weekends and
holidays as needed. Must be
able to identify and work with
the American Indian community at large and relate to their
needs under our program activities.

Short Order Cook – Pawhuska, regular full time. Under
general supervision of the Food
& Beverage Supervisor, maintains an efficient food operation
by preparing hot and cold food
items in accordance with production requirements, recipes
and established safety policies
and procedures.

Head Start Teacher –
Pawhuska, regular full time.
The Teacher is responsible for
performing educational work
in planning, preparing, and implementing an educational program for young children and
their families.
Osage Nation Education Department Internship – Hominy, temporary full time. The
Osage Nation Education Department Internship Program
is designed to provide Osage
students with work experience
in their chosen field of study.
The program is designed to
serve enrolled members of the
Osage Nation with a minimum
of 61+ hours completed in an
accredited college or university degree program. The intern
program also accepts applications from students who are
enrolled in their final 9 weeks
of vocational technology programs. Applicants are required
to carry a 2.5 or higher-grade
point average in the semester
previous to application. Please
review the ONE Higher Scholarship Handbook for limitations and incentives.
OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To
apply for a position with
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers
BARTLESVILLE
Regional Count Team Attendant – Bartlesville, regular full time. Responsible for
retrieval of currency boxes and
table game drop boxes, emptying drop boxes once they are
delivered to the count room
and ensuring accuracy of daily
count operations. Performs all
duties at multiple properties
in accordance with Company
core values, the objectives of
the Osage Nation, internal policies, procedures and controls,
as well, as applicable laws including but not limited to the
USA Patriot Act, and gaming
regulations.
Food and Beverage Supervisor – Bartlesville, regular
full time. Under general supervision of the Food and Beverage
Manager, manages day-to-day
supervision of food and beverage operations which includes
point of sale transactions, quality, guest satisfaction, and inventory of stock.
Buffet Host – Bartlesville,
regular full time. This position
is responsible for providing
friendly, excellent service to every guest encountered. Greets
and directs guests entering the
buffet and identifies seating
needs. Answers questions regarding menu items and must
handle all payment transactions efficiently and accurately.
Buffet Attendant – Bartlesville, regular full time. This
position is responsible for
maintaining service in the buffet area. This includes fulfilling
guest beverage orders, delivering/refilling beverages, busing and setting up tables and
responding to guest questions
and requests.
Short Order Cook – Bartlesville, regular full time. Under
general supervision of the Food
& Beverage Supervisor, maintains an efficient food operation
by preparing hot and cold food
items in accordance with production requirements, recipes
and established safety policies
and procedures.
HOMINY
Bartender – Hominy, regular
full time. Under general supervision of the Beverage Supervisor, maintain the bar area.
Provides excellent customer
service in a timely manner.
Prepare all drink orders, delivers and refills drink orders, and
responds to quest questions

PAWHUSKA

PONCA CITY
Food and Beverage Supervisor – Ponca City, regular
full time. Under general supervision of the Food and Beverage
Manager, manages day-to-day
supervision of food and beverage operations which includes
point of sale transactions, quality, guest satisfaction, and inventory of stock.
Hotel Room Attendant –
Ponca City, regular full time.
Under direct supervision of
the Hotel Housekeeping Supervisor, transfers clean and
dirty linens and trash to/from
laundry and room attendants
cart. Assists with stocking other items as needed within the
hotel. Ensures cleanliness of
Hotel Guest Rooms, Banquet
Rooms and common areas. Responsible for moving furniture,
boxes, stocking and re-stocking
shelves, and trash removal.
Guest Service Representative – Ponca City, regular
part time. This position is responsible for providing casino
visitors with maximum guest
satisfaction.
Restaurant Server – Ponca
City, regular part time. This
position is responsible for taking orders and serving food,
alcoholic and/or non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for
proper settlement of all transactions at point of sale. Responsible for providing friendly and
professional service to every
guest encountered.
Short Order Cook – Ponca
City, regular full time. Under
general supervision of the Food
& Beverage Supervisor, maintains an efficient food operation
by preparing hot and cold food
items in accordance with production requirements, recipes
and established safety policies
and procedures.
SAND SPRINGS
Casino Services Agent –
Sand Springs, regular full
time. Responsible for distributing money to gaming guests via
check cashing, credit card advances, conversion of chips and
coins, and gaming tickets into
currency. Responsible for providing support and service to
club members and other casino visitors to ensure maximum
guest satisfaction. Responsible
for promoting the success of
the Club Osage, by assisting
guests through the membership process, and explaining
the benefits of membership and
details of on-going promotions
and events. Protects company
assets while dealing with the
public in an efficient and courteous manner
Cocktail Server – Sand
Springs, regular full time.
This position is responsible
for taking orders and serving
alcoholic and/or non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for
providing friendly and professional service to every guest
encountered.
Maintenance
Technician
– Sand Springs, regular full
time. This position is responsible for the overall maintenance, plumbing, and electrical
components of the building and
grounds.
Restaurant Server – Sand
Springs, regular full time.
This position is responsible for
taking orders and serving food,
alcoholic and/or non-alcoholic beverages. Responsible for
proper settlement of all transactions at point of sale. Responsible for providing friendly and
professional service to every
guest encountered.
EVS Attendant – Sand
Springs, regular full time.
Under direct supervision of
the Housekeeping Supervisor,
transfers clean and dirty linens
and trash to/from Laundry and
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Room Attendants. Assists with
stocking other items as needed
by Room Attendants. Ensures
cleanliness of entire property
public areas both inside and
outside the casino. Responsible for banquet events set up,
teardown, and clean up. Responsible for moving furniture,
boxes, stocking and re-stocking
shelves, trash removal, and
completes other duties as assigned.
Armed Security Officer –
Sand Springs, regular full
time. Protects company assets
and provides a safe environment for employees and guests.
This position requires a welcoming disposition and both
strong communication and interactive skills, as this is the
first Osage Casino Employee
to greet visitors and answer
phones.
SKIATOOK
Hotel Room Attendant –
Skiatook, regular part time.
Under direct supervision of
the Hotel Housekeeping Supervisor, transfers clean and
dirty linens and trash to/from
laundry and room attendants
cart. Assists with stocking other items as needed within the
hotel. Ensures cleanliness of
Hotel Guest Rooms, Banquet
Rooms and common areas. Responsible for moving furniture,
boxes, stocking and re-stocking
shelves, and trash removal.
Cage Supervisor – Skiatook,
regular full time. Responsible
for the overall effective and efficient coordination and supervision of the Cage Department
on shift and/or as assigned by
the reporting senior.
Main Bank Cashier – Skiatook, regular full time. Responsible for distributing banks to
internal guests of internal departments as well as dropping
these banks with accuracy.
Protects company assets issued
to them while dealing with
guests, in an efficient and courteous manner.
Guest Service Representative – Skiatook, regular full
time. This position is responsible for providing casino visitors
with maximum guest satisfaction.
Food and Beverage Supervisor – Skiatook, regular full
time. Under general supervision of the Food and Beverage
Manager, manages day-to-day
supervision of food and beverage operations which includes
point of sale transactions, quality, guest satisfaction, and inventory of stock.
Casino Host – Skiatook,
regular full time. Under general supervision of the Player
Development Manager, builds
loyalty and increases revenue
by developing and effectively
maintaining relationships with
targeted guests through personal contact by telephone, and
written communication.
Security Officer – Skiatook,
regular full time. Protects company assets and provides a safe
environment for employees and
guests.
TULSA
Table Games Pit Manager
– Tulsa, regular full time. Responsible for the overall effective and efficient supervision
of all Table Games shift operations as assigned by the reporting senior including, but not
limited to: providing leadership
to assigned staff, ensuring effective internal and external
communications,
exercising
appropriate judgment and decision-making skills, and ensuring that all departmental and
staff activities are monitored
and performed as efficiently
and effectively as possible. Ensures assigned staff operate in
compliance with applicable internal policies and procedures,
gaming regulations, and external agency requirements.
Marketing Specialist – Tulsa, regular full time. Under
general supervision of the
Marketing Manager, handles
day-to-day assigned responsibility for all marketing, publicity, direct mail, advertising,
creative production, Community Partner Program develop-

See Classifieds
—Continued on Page 18
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Osage baby is newspaper’s 2019 Baby of the Year
Osage member, Bentley
Nash Coulson, won The Oklahoman’s 2019 Baby of the Year
contest. His parents, Jade and
Zachary Coulson, entered him
via photo submission. Bentley
was named Baby of the Year
4,000 votes later. His winnings
included a $1,000 scholarship,
a 6-month diaper subscription,
OKC Zoo pass, a photography
Stephanie Cantu

Lindsey Robinson

Congratulations!

inson after reviewing a portfo-

Stephanie Cantu graduated
from Texas State University with her bachelor’s degree
in Psychology and a minor in
Criminology. She is now teaching 6th grade in south Texas.
Her grandfather Steve Cothern is very proud of her and
wants to thank the Osage Nation for helping her with her
college expenses.

lio outlining her involvement

Osage earns top honors
from Alpha Pi Omega
Sorority

campus. Originally from the

A May graduate of Haskell
Indian Nations University received national accolades from
the country’s oldest and largest
Native American Greek-letter
organization.
As part of its 25th anniversary celebration, Alpha Pi
Omega Sorority named Lindsey Robinson PI of the Year,
which presented annually to
the sorority’s most outstanding member nationally. A
selection committee chose Rob-

and community.
A May graduate of Haskell
Indian Nations University, in
Lawrence, Kansas, Robinson
was the 2018-2019 president
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of the school’s student body

Bentley Nash Coulson is The Oklahoman’s 2019 Baby of the Year.

Bentley Nash Coulson with his parents Jade and Zachary Coulson at The
Oklahoman offices to receive his winnings.

Tickets

us how they wish to proceed
with our elections in terms
of tickets.”
Currently, the Principal
Chief and Assistant Principal
Chief run for office individually and each person is elected
by the majority of voters. The
qualifications section mandates that Principal Chief candidates be at least 35 years old
on election day and have no
felony convictions.
If Osage voters approve the
Constitutional
amendment
question, the qualifications
section will be amended to
keep the current qualifications
plus the following additional
amendment: “Candidates for
Principal Chief are required to
run for office with a Candidate
for Assistant Principal Chief to
allow them to be elected on a
combined ticket.”
At the federal level, U.S.
Presidents and Vice Presidents
campaign together and run on
a combined ticket, which has
been the practice after the
adoption of the 12th amendment to the U.S. Constitution
to prevent the two elected officials from being from opposing political parties, according
to a thoughtsco.com article on
Presidential elections.
In November 2018, Oklahoma voters defeated State
Question No. 798, which asked
whether the state’s Constitution should be amended to
require the Governor and Lieutenant Governor to be elected together on a single ticket
starting in 2026. The question
failed with 54% voting “no,” according to the Oklahoma State
Election Board.
Congressional members dis-

and oversaw the sorority’s
re-expansion efforts on her
Denver area, Robinson is a citizen of the Osage Nation. She
is the first Haskell student to
receive the award.
“Lindsey has shown great
leadership and has worked
hard on behalf of our organization,” Grand Awards Committee chairwoman Francine
Cummings said. “Her work
at her university not only as
a member of Alpha Pi Omega
but also as student body president has been nothing short of
impressive.”
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would be amended if the question passes.
The next general election is
in June 2020 with two Constitutional amendment questions
on the ballot along with six
Congressional seats with each
individual position carrying a
four-year term.
Before the vote, Goodfox
addressed her legislative colleagues: “If it passes, then we
will see the Chief and Assistant Chief running in the 2022
election on a (single) ticket, so
I would urge you to vote ‘yes’
and let the Osage voters tell

–Local Events Calendar

August 5
Pawhuska JOM Back to
School Bash
Osage County Fairgrounds
5-8 p.m.
August 8
Wynona Back to School
Bash
Wynona Public School
5-8 p.m.
108 3rd Street
Wynona, OK
August 9
Skiatook Back to School
Bash
6-8 p.m. Movie at Dark!
Skiatook Central Park
110 North Broadway
Skiatook, OK
August 10
2019 Osage Women’s
Seminar
8:30 a.m.
Osage Skiatook Casino/
Hotel
August 10
Canning and Safe Food
Preservation Class
Civic Center
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Jaime Clark, (918)
287-5482, Jaime.clark@
osagenation-nsn.gov

5482, Jaime.clark@
osagenation-nsn.gov
August 30-September 1
Cherokee National Holiday
Tahlequah, OK
For more information call
(918) 453-5536
August 31
Osage Nation Energy
Assistance
Deadline for Applications
to aid with Electric Bills
Call (918) 287-5325 for
more information.

SEPTEMBER
September 1
Drawing for Hunting Spots
for Veterans
Osage Nation Ranch
To apply please call (918)
287-3835
September 2
Labor Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

OCTOBER
October 4-5
32nd Oklahoma Indian
Summer Festival
10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Dewey, OK

August 9-11
IICOT Powwow
Intertribal Indian Club of
Tulsa
Tulsa, OK

October 5
National Indian Taco
Championship
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Pawhuska, OK

August 11
A Celebration of Joy Harjo
Oklahoma Jazz Hall of
Fame
Tulsa, OK
6 p.m.
For more information call
(918) 591-2461

October 11-12
Indigenous Peoples Day
Stompdance
Native American
Association
Muskogee, OK

August 19-23
7th Annual Heritage Sites
Visit
August 24
Canning and Safe Food
Preservation Class
Fairfax Language
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Jaime Clark, (918) 287-

great-grandson of late Bell
Charles Haney and Leona
Haney Goodman. He is also
the descendent of Olohahwalla
and Opahtunkah (Big Elk).

in the sorority, her campus

Save the Date
AUGUST

session, and he was interviewed by The Oklahoman and
was featured in the paper.
Bentley was born on December 12, 2018 and is the

October 14
Osage Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
October 14
3rd Annual Native
American Day
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Greater Tulsa Area Indian
Affairs Commission
Guthrie Green

111 East M.B. Brady St.,
Tulsa, OK

NOVEMBER
November 1, 2, 8 & 9
The Deaths of Sybil Bolton
Full length play
7:30 p.m.
Lynn Riggs Theater,
Dennis R. Neill Equality
Center
621 E. 4th St., Tulsa, OK
November 10
The Deaths of Sybil Bolton
Full length play
2 p.m.
Lynn Riggs Theater,
Dennis R. Neill Equality
Center
621 E. 4th St., Tulsa, OK

cussed ONCR 19-07 during
an April 11 Government Operations Committee meeting
where legislation is typically
considered first.
Congressman Eli Potts said
he favored the question for
voters. “What’s always been
puzzling to me is you can have
a Chief with one idea and an
Assistant Chief with another
idea and if something were to
happen, you’ve got conflicting
initiatives and I don’t think
that puts us in the right direction. I think running on a combined ticket provides unity and
a clear vision for the Nation
that’s going to be put forward
every four years,” he said.
Congresswoman
Maria
Whitehorn also said she supports the question because
“the way we do it currently –
to hope that an Assistant Chief
and Chief that don’t have common goals for the Nation are
going to meld – I think is a
difficult position to put our Nation in and a difficult position
to put the Executive Branch
in, so I’ve always agreed with
this concept.”
Goodfox noted the Nation’s
Attorney General’s office will
review and draft the question
language before it’s placed on
the ballot “in a nice neat form.”
With a 12-member Congress, 10 “yes” votes are required to pass resolutions with
Constitutional
amendment
questions, said then-Congressional Speaker RJ Walker. All
10 Congress members present
voted “yes” with absences from
Congress members Shannon
Edwards and John Maker on
April 12.

Wahzhazhe

November 11
Veterans Day
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
November 13-14
Oil & Gas Summit
November 16
13th Annual OKCPS
Powwow
US Grant High School
5016 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
OKC, OK
(405) 587-0355
November 28-29
Thanksgiving Holiday
Osage Nation Offices
Closed

DECEMBER
December 24-25
Christmas Holiday
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
December 31 at noon
New Year’s Eve
Osage Nation Offices
Closed
Have an event? Send event information to the Osage News, Attn.:
Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah,
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov, or fax to (918)
287-5563. Make sure to include event
date, location, email and web address
(if applicable) and a phone number
where someone can be contacted for
validation, if necessary. Deadline for
the July issue is August 18, 2019.

Indian Chutney
•
•
•
•
•

2 qts. Apples		
3 c. brown sugar		
1 tsp. cayenne pepper
1 small onion		
1 oz. ginger

• 1 lb. raisins
• 5 c. vinegar
• 2 qts. green tomatoes
• ½ c. salt

Chop tomatoes, onions and apples, add raisins. Let stand in
jar overnight. In morning mix with vinegar and spices. Cook tender and seal.

Yellow Pear
Tomato Preserves
•
•
•
•

3 lbs. yellow tomatoes
3 lbs. sugar
6 lemons sliced and seeded
4 oz. preserved ginger or 1 piece ginger root

Scald tomatoes and slip off skins. Place tomatoes in crock or
enameled bowl. Add sugar and allow to stand overnight. Drain
juice from tomatoes, add sliced lemons from which seeds have
been removed, rind left on, cook until syrup is thick, add tomatoes and ginger, and cook slowly until tomatoes are transparent.
If ginger root is used remove from preserves before pouring in to
clean hot jars. Seal the jars at once.
Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American Indian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Obituaries
Randy Hugh Croom
Randy Hugh Croom, age 47,
of Fountain, N.C., died Friday,
May 24, 2019. Graveside service was held Friday, May 31,
at Crestlawn Memorial Gardens near Farmville, N.C., by
Rev. Tim Hooks. Mr. Croom
is survived by his sons, Randy Croom II, Dustin Croom

and Michael Croom, all of
Fountain; mother, Joyce Pappin of Fountain; father, Donnie Croom and wife, Evelyn
of Fountain; brother, Danny
Croom of Fountain; and two
grandchildren. The family received friends at the Farmville
Funeral Home. Online condolences may be made at www.
farmvillefh.com.
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Without Reservations

Raymond Joseph “Joe”
Freeman

Raymond Joseph “Joe” Freeman passed away on July 9,
2019, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, surrounded by his family. He was
born to Marcell Louise West
and Raymond Joseph Hill on
January 18, 1956 in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. He was a descendant of the West, Pryor and
Hill families. Joe was a former
Hominy District Drumkeeper.
He was a member of the Bear
clan and his Osage name is,
Zhi ka ki hika, which means
“Little Chief.”
Joe is survived by his wife
of 42 years, Ann (Maker) Freeman of Hominy, daughters
Arlandra and husband Matthew Gray of Skiatook, OK,
Christina and husband Ross
Mashunkashey of Pawhuska,
and Whitney Freeman of Hominy. Grandchildren, Joseph,
Makenzie, Mia and Michaela.
Stepfather, Jess Freeman Jr.
of Moore, OK. Sisters, Kimberly Freeman of Hominy, Susan

Raymond Joseph “Joe” Freeman

Fletcher of Hominy, Belle Hill
Wilson of Hominy, and Regina Hill of Hominy. Brother,
Mitchell Freeman of Moore,
OK. Along with numerous
nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by
his parents, daughter Rachel
Freeman, and sister Rosa Hill
Pledger.
Joe worked for the Osage
Nation as the Housing Director. Joe worked for the Nation
for over 20 years.

Judith (Judy) Wyoma Leon
Hernandez

Judith (Judy) Wyoma Leon
Hernandez died on May 29,
2019, at 4:44 p.m. after a ninemonth illness. She was born in
Rocky Mount, North Carolina.
She lived in Savannah, Ga.,
Albuquerque, N.M., New Orleans, La., and Lubbock, TX before she settled in California in
1977 and married the “love of
her life” Gilbert A. Hernandez.
She loved California and
was a devout Christian. She
was a great cook, an artist and
a musician. She wrote songs
and played the piano by ear.
She loved classical music. She
adored her children and they
always came first. She was a
strong, proud, loyal, kind, and
generous woman. She made
friends easily and had a great
sense of humor and loved to
make people laugh. She had a
special way of making everyone feel at home around her.
Some of her motto’s were
“Be honorable,” “Always be on
time” and “Keep your word.”
“People will remember you if
you keep your word.” Lastly,
“Be kind and help others, especially the elderly.”
One of her favorite bible
verses; Matthew 22:37-39 Je-

Judith (Judy) Wyoma
Leon Hernandez

sus replied: ‘Love the Lord
your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the first
and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.’
Judy is survived by her Sisters; Carol of Savannah, Ga.,
Mary, and Kathi of Dothan,
Ala., and one brother Tommy
of Sumter, S.C., her son Mark
Stuart Hanna, her daughters Helen Kay Hanna, Mary
Leigh Jenkins, and Anne Marie McLin. Her grandchildren,
Amie Michelle Hanna, Breann
Ashley Barlow, Alyssa Anne
Hanna, Christofer Mark McLin, Brandon Taylor McLin,
Savannah Renee Jenkins and
Grayson Chase Lacock. She
loved all of us and left an imprint in our hearts that will
last forever.

Osage Veteran Hunting opportunity
The Osage Nation Ranch
is offering two free full-season deer hunting opportunities to members of
the Osage Nation who are
military veterans.
To apply please call (918)
287-3835. Applicants must
provide proof of Osage mem-

bership, veteran status and
active hunting license to
be considered. Both state
and Osage Nation hunting l
aws apply.
A drawing will occur on
Sept. 1 to award the two
hunting spots.

Employment program
for seniors available
Osage News
Grand Gateway Economic Development Association’s
Senior Community Service
Employment Program is now
enrolling eligible persons in
Osage County. SCSEP is a
paid training program for individuals 55 and older who
are economically disadvantaged, long term unemployed,
and wanting to re-enter
the workforce.
Eligible persons are assigned to local public and
non-profit organizations 20 –

29 hours per week and are paid
a training wage of $7.25 per
hour while preparing for and
seeking permanent employment. The goal of this program
is to help those 55 and older
get back into the workforce
by updating skills and providing services that will assist in
their job search, while providing an income to help sustain
them during their search.
For more information about
the program and eligibility
requirements, contact Grand
Gateway staff Karen Geiger at
918-783-5793, ext. 231.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it
to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah,
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov. Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and
may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Classifieds
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ment, special events and casino
promotion activities. Assists
in the creation of an annual
marketing plan and budget
in accordance with company
guidelines.
Box Office Cashier – Tulsa,
regular part time. Under general supervision of the Entertainment Manager, employee
is responsible for proper settlement of ticket sales in Box
Office, providing information
to guests, and various administrative duties.
This list of
duties and responsibilities is
illustrative only of the tasks
performed by this position and
is not all-inclusive.
Hotel Room Attendant –
Tulsa, regular full time. Under direct supervision of the
Hotel Housekeeping Supervisor, transfers clean and dirty
linens and trash to/from laundry and room attendants cart.
Assists with stocking other
items as needed within the
hotel. Ensures cleanliness of
Hotel Guest Rooms, Banquet
Rooms and common areas. Responsible for moving furniture,
boxes, stocking and re-stocking
shelves, and trash removal.
Armed Security Officer
– Tulsa, regular full time.
Protects company assets and
provides a safe environment
for employees and guests. This
position requires a welcoming
disposition and both strong
communication and interactive
skills, as this is the first Osage
Casino Employee to greet visitors and answer phones.
Casino Host – Tulsa, regular full time. Under general
supervision of the Player Development Manager, builds
loyalty and increases revenue
by developing and effectively
maintaining relationships with
targeted guests through personal contact by telephone, and
written communication.
Food and Beverage Supervisor – Tulsa, regular full
time. Under general supervision of the Food and Beverage
Manager, manages day-to-day
supervision of food and beverage operations which includes
point of sale transactions, quality, guest satisfaction, and inventory of stock.

Osage Nation Ranch,
LLC is seeking bids
for building a one-half
mile of barbed wire
fence. Call 918-287-3835
for more information.
Short Order Cook, Stone
Creek – Tulsa, regular full
time. Under general supervision of the Food & Beverage
Supervisor, maintains an efficient food operation by preparing hot and cold food items
in accordance with production
requirements, recipes and established safety policies and
procedures.
Stationary Engineer – Tul-

sa, regular full time. Under
the direction of the Facilities
Director, this position shall
be responsible for the operation of stationary boilers, air
handlers, variable frequency
drives, chillers, cooling towers,
building automation system,
and maintenance of buildings
and equipment including general operations.
Restaurant Host-Hostess –
Tulsa, regular full time. Under the supervision of the Food
and Beverage Supervisor, the
Restaurant Host greets guests,
monitor’s restaurant server
table seating rotation, seats
guests with menus, silverware,
drinks and special seating accommodations. The host is responsible for understanding
and promoting monthly Casino
promotions and daily restaurant specials to ensure that all
guests have an enjoyable experience.
Bar Back – Tulsa, regular
full time. Responsible for assisting bartender with any and
all needs to ensure proper bar
operations. Responsible for
providing friendly, excellent
service to every guest encountered.
Busser – Tulsa, regular full
time. Under the direct supervision of the Chef, assist the
servers in serving food, filling
drinks, cleaning tables and
work spaces, and stocking
work areas while maintaining
a friendly professional manner.
Cabana Attendant – Tulsa,
regular full time. Under the
direct supervision of the Food
and Beverage Supervisor, the
Cabana Attendant is responsible for engaging Osage Casino guests, delivering food and
beverages poolside, assisting
bartenders/short order cooks
in production and delivery of
items, ensuring the pool area
is clean and Osage Casino’s
patrons have an enjoyable experience.
Banquet Server – Tulsa, regular part time. The Banquet
Server are wait staff performing food preparation, serving,
and cleaning duties at company banquets, special events
and special dinners. Banquet

Servers are responsible for a
positive guest experience for all
Osage Casinos guest attending
company events.
Line Cook – Tulsa, regular
full time. Under general supervision of the Sous Chef, maintains an efficient food operation
by preparing, prepping hot and
cold food items in accordance
with production requirements,
recipes and established safety
policies and procedures.
Short Order Cook, Roni
Peppo’s Pizza Kitchen –
Tulsa, regular full time. Under
general supervision of the Food
& Beverage Supervisor, maintains an efficient food operation
by preparing hot and cold food
items in accordance with production requirements, recipes
and established safety policies
and procedures.
Short Order Cook, Thunder
Bar & Grill – Tulsa, regular
full time. Under general supervision of the Food & Beverage
Supervisor, maintains an efficient food operation by preparing hot and cold food items
in accordance with production
requirements, recipes and established safety policies and
procedures.
Dishwasher – Tulsa, regular
full time. Under general supervision of the Food and Beverage
Manager, washes and sanitizes all equipment and utensils
used in food preparation.
OSAGE LLC: To apply for
jobs with the Osage LLC,
visit their website at http://
www.tallgrass-osage.com/
careers/
Accountant, regular full time.
Responsible for applying accounting principles and procedures to analyze financial
information, prepare accurate
and timely financial reports
and statements and ensure
appropriate accounting control
procedures.
Accounts Payable Clerk,
regular full time. The Accounts
Payable Clerk is responsible
for a variety of clerical tasks
related to processing and monitoring payments and expenditures for a variety of clients.

WHAT:
Osage Nation Child Care and
Development Fund (CCDF)
Block Grant Public Hearing for
FY 2021-23 application

WHEN:
August 21st, 2019 • 6:00-7:00 PM

WHERE:
Osage Nation Law Building
1711 Grandview
Pawhuska, OK
For more information concerning the
upcoming plan, contact the
Osage Nation Child Care Department
(918) 287-5363

Osage News • osagenews.org

August 2019

19

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Hominy District dancers before the Hominy Inlonshka on June 17.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Hominy District Cook Marilyn Booth makes frybread for the committee
dinner on June 17.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Dancers make their way to the Hominy Inlonshka arbor on June 17.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage dancers from the Hominy District enter the arbor on June 15 at Hominy Inlonshka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

A young dancer from the Hominy District on June 17.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Ryan Shadlow walks to Hominy Inlonshka arbor to be put into the dance during second
water break on June 13.

Hominy Inlonshka Drumkeeper Gideon Goodeagle Jr. heads into the Inlonshka arbor on
June 13.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Adam Washington Jr. prepares to enter the Hominy Inlonshka for the first time.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

A family walks to Hominy Inlonshka arbor to put their youngest in the dance during second
water break on June 13.

