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Osage Nation lowers flags
to half-staff in mourning
of Capt. Richard Luttrell 
Osage News

The Osage Nation mourned 
the passing of WWII Veter-
an Capt. Richard Luttrell by 
lowering all flags on the Na-
tion’s campus to half-staff on  
May 10. 

He was laid to rest at the 
Pawhuska City Cemetery on 
May 14 following a tradition-
al Osage service and a Cath-
olic service. At the gravesite, 
family gathered close, with the 
women of his family wearing 
colorful Pendleton blankets 
as is Osage custom. A bag- 
piper played, his music keen-
ing and setting the tone as 
Luttrell’s casket was carried 
to the gravesite by men and 
friends of his family, a Unit-
ed States flag draped over the 
top. Two Army Veterans took 
the flag from his casket and 
performed the ceremonial fold-
ing with their military preci-
sion and grace. They folded 
it perfectly and handed it to 
Luttrell’s wife of 72 years and 
saluted – prompting sobs and 
tears from family and friends.  

Obituary
Richard entered the heaven-

ly kingdom on May 10, 2019, 
in Tulsa, Okla., surrounded 
by his loving family. He was 
born to the late Nettie (White) 
Luttrell and Homer Luttrell 
on December 26, 1926 in Hom-
iny, Okla. He was a direct de-
scendant of the Claremore and 

Whitehair families who set-
tled in Hominy and Pawhuska 
when they moved from Kan-
sas. Richard was a member of 
the Sun Carrier Clan and his 
Osage name is, PA.HU.THAd.
Lin, meaning Pretty Hair. 

Richard entered the US 
Army during World War II, 
as a Private of Infantry where 
he received basic training as 
a rifleman and qualified. He 
was then accepted for Offi-
cer’s Candidate School and 
graduated from Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, R2 Infantry School. 
Richard was then assigned to 
several Posts including Small 
Arms where he was an Infan-
try Tactics Instructor and lat-
er discharged from Ft. Bragg, 
North Carolina. 

In 1947, Richard came back 

home to Hominy and married 
Carmalita Webb and had their 
first child, Allison. He then 
entered the National Guard 
and was immediately deployed  
to Korea. 

Throughout his two hitch-
es – World War II and Korea 
– Richard was fortunate to 
be placed in various military 
schools where he became pro-
ficient in infantry, artillery, 
anti-aircraft airborne, am-
phibious, heavy weapons, and 
guided missiles. 

Richard served with sev-
eral infantry units as Squad 
Leader, Platoon SGT, Platoon 
Leader, Executive Officer, and 
Company Commander. 

Richard is privileged and 
honored to have served with:

• B Battery, 145th AAA

• C Battery, Commanding 
Officer

• Tank Infantry Teams

• Trained and Commanded 
Battalion Capture Team 

• The “Terrible Tribe” of A 
Company, 180th Infantry

Richard was discharged 
from the army with 12 years of 
active service as CPT Infantry 
US Army. 

Richard is survived by his 
loving wife of 72 years, Carmal-
ita Luttrell of Tulsa, daughter 
Anita Fields and husband Tom 

Courtesy Photo/Ryan RedCorn

Capt. Richard Luttrell, U.S. Army 
Veteran, elder, activist and human-
itarian.

Photo by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Nation Language Department employee Lainie Maker gave 
a small presentation about the Osage language at the United Osag-
es of Southern California Spring Gathering in Carlsbad California on 
May 4.

UOSC attendees hear 
government, culture 
updates from Osage 
Nation officials
Benny Polacca
Osage News

CARLSBAD, Calif. – A clear sunny day near the Pacif-
ic Ocean provided the landscape for the United Osages of 
Southern California spring gathering held here for the re-

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The Osage Minerals council met on May 15 in their chambers in 
Pawhuska.

Minerals Council to 
file trespassing charges 
on wind company
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News, 

The Osage Minerals Council is taking a step towards push-
ing Enel out of Osage County. 

At its May 15 meeting, the Osage Minerals Council voted 
unanimously to request Osage Agency Superintendent Robin 
Phillips to file trespassing charges against Enel regarding its 
wind turbines that are still up in Osage County after the U.S. 
Supreme Court declined to hear its appeal.  

The move comes after discussions with the council’s attor-
neys, Denver-based Fredericks Peeble and Morgan, and the 
U.S. Solicitor General’s Office.The request for trespassing 
charges does not include surface owners with turbines or tur-
bine foundations on their land. 

“Where we’re heading on the Enel case, we need the Bu-
reau’s help,” Chairman Everett Waller said.

In other business, citing the delay in getting permits ap-
proved by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the council also ap-
proved a resolution changing the terms of primary leases. 
Moving forward, all new leases going out will be for three 
years instead of two and will take effect upon Phillips’ signa-
ture. The change does not impact any leases already in place.  

The resolution passed by a 6-0 vote with abstentions by 
Councilors Talee Redcorn and Marsha Harlan. The count 
prompted questions over whether Councilor Paul Revard’s 
vote was in violation of an attorney general’s opinion regard-

See uOsC
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Grayhorse Cemetery in spotlight
after local news coverage 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Grayhorse Cemetery is 
colorful on Memorial Day as 
Osages decorate their loved 
ones’ graves with flowers and 
flags. Mostly unchanged over 
the past 100 years with the ex-
ception of new gravesites, the 
cemetery is a quiet, peaceful 
place with a long history in the 
Osage community.  

On May 9, a news arti-
cle on Tulsa’s KJRH virtual 
channel 2 titled “Osage Coun-
ty photographer looking to 
stop vandalism at cemetery,” 
featured a woman named 
Sherry Carter who said she 
had seen evidence of recent  
vandalism there.

After four trips to the cem-
etery, Carter said she noticed 
that photos on headstones 
had been shot, carved or chis-
eled out. She and her husband 
Babo Carter said the vandal-
ism was recent and a sign of 
community prejudice. She said 
that it saddened her and that 
she felt uneasy there.

KJRH news reporter Megan 
Allison blamed the damage 
on the Osage Reign of Terror 

of the early 1920s. The article 
did not mention whether the 
couple are Native Americans. 

The truth is that such van-
dalism actually happened be-
fore 1970, said Judge Marvin 
Stepson, Osage elder and a 
member of the Grayhorse Dis-
trict. Stepson said he has many 
relatives buried in the ceme-
tery and one gravestone has 
minor damage and he thinks it 
may have happened before the 
1990s, but he doesn’t have an 
exact date. 

“I heard a monument work-
er say that some were shot out, 
but some had moisture leak 
behind the frames and when 
the water froze the photos 
were broken,” Stepson said. 
“Look closely at the missing 
photos and you can see where 
the bullets may have impact-
ed the photos, breaking the 
photo and making a divot in  
the frame.”

Many Osages in the ceme-

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The Grayhorse Cemetery on Memorial Day, May 27. More than 350 Osag-
es are buried in the cemetery, according to a survey conducted in 2011.
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Settlement may be reached in 
Osage Nation vs. Susan Forman
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News, 

A settlement may be in the 
works in an ethics lawsuit 
against a member of the Osage 
Minerals Council. 

On May 1, Osage Nation 
Trial Court Judge Lee Stout 
announced during a previ-
ously scheduled hearing that 
the Osage Nation Attorney 
General’s office and Mark Ly-
ons, the attorney for Council-
woman Susan Forman, had 
filed a proposed settlement in 
a pending ethics suit against  
the councilor.

That announcement was 
news to Marsha Harlan, the 
council member who filed the 
initial complaint. 

“It is unreasonable and un-
heard of that the attorney 
general’s office would move 
forward with a settlement 
without consulting the victim,” 
Harlan said. 

The litigation stems from 
an alleged October altercation 
between the two in the council 
chambers building.  

In the civil suit filed in Feb-
ruary, First Assistant Attor-
ney General Clint Patterson 
wrote that Forman violated the 
tribe’s Ethics Law by “commit-
ting abusive conduct” against 
an elected official when she 
allegedly shrieked at Harlan, 
threatened her term in office 
and grabbed Harlan’s left arm. 

Councilwoman Forman 
has repeatedly denied the  
allegations. 

The Osage Nation Police 
Department confirmed that it 
did respond to the call and the 
Osage Nation Attorney Gener-
al’s office acknowledged that it 
received reports from Council-
women Harlan, Forman and 
Margo Gray regarding the in-
cident. The altercation led to 
Harlan’s resignation as chair-
woman of the Minerals Coun-
cil less than a week later. 

The Osage Nation Attorney 
General’s Office did not have a 

representative at the hearing. 
Neither Lyons nor Forman 
were present either. 

When reached on May 2, 
Patterson said he did not ap-
pear at the hearing because he 
had already filed the proposed 
settlement. 

Despite comments from 
Judge Stout during the hear-
ing that the filing was a pub-
lic document, Patterson said 
the terms of the proposed 
settlement would not be re-
leased yet and that one of the 
ongoing negotiation points 
is whether it will be sealed  
upon completion.  

He also rebuffed Harlan’s 
claim that she was not suf-
ficiently consulted about the 
possibility of a settlement. 

“She (Harlan) was consulted 
in the beginning,” Patterson 
said. “As the case moved on, 
tried to find a settlement that 

was amicable … and all ethical 
rules and laws were followed. 
Her consultation was greatly 
appreciated, and we will seek 
her advice when we reach a fi-
nal decision.” 

Patterson declined to pro-
vide a timeline for when a final 
decision would be reached. The 
case is scheduled for further 
review on Nov. 6. 

Harlan has indicated her 
intent to file an appeal should 
a final settlement be reached 
without her being consulted. 

If a settlement is not worked 
out and the trial court rules 
against Forman, the potential 
penalties include a fine of up to 
$1,000, a written reprimand, 
a recommendation for the 
Osage Congress to conduct re-
moval proceedings or barring 
her from holding any elected 
or appointed positions with  
the tribe.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Osage Minerals Councilwomen Marsha Harlan and Margo Gray leave 
the Osage Nation Courthouse on May 1. Harlan said she will appeal 
any final settlement reached in Osage Nation vs. Susan Forman without  
her consultation.

Dates set for Nation’s first 
jury trial in Osage Nation 
vs. Reta Marie Lintner
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The dates are set for the 
Osage Nation’s first jury tri-
al and the case is Osage Na-
tion vs. Reta Marie Lintner, 
a question of whether Lint-
ner is a lineal descendant of 
an original Osage allottee.

Associate Judge Lee Stout 
is presiding over the case 
and set the trial date for 
the week of Sept. 23-27 to 
begin each day at 9:30 a.m. 
Legal counsel for Linter, 
attorney Brad Hilton of the 
Skiatook-based Hilton Law 
Office, said he would need at 
least five days to present the 
case to the six-member jury.  

“I’m anxious to see how 
this turns out, how each side 
presents their story,” Stout 
said. “Glad to see we’re mak-
ing some progress.” 

Stout said the court will 
use Oklahoma Jury Instruc-
tions for its procedures and 
the court staff is also devel-
oping internal court pro-
cedures for the jury trial  
as well.

According to Osage law, 
“Juries, except for cases 
prosecuted under special do-
mestic violence criminal ju-
risdiction, shall consist of six 
Osage Nation members who 
reside within Osage County, 
Oklahoma. The Court may, 
in its discretion, appoint one 
alternate juror. A verdict 
may be reached in either a 
civil or criminal case by the 
affirmative vote of four of 
the six jurors.”

Osage claims
Lintner, 70, claims she is 

a lineal descendant of Pas-
chal F. Canville, an Osage 
original allottee. She claims 
that Canville, born in 1851, 
was married to Elizabeth 
Means and together they 
had two children, a son 
named Josiah and a daugh-
ter named Lola Clementine 
Canville Clawson in 1888. 

Lola married Roy Brown and 
became Lola Brown, Lint-
ner’s grandmother. Lintner’s 
legal team has provided affi-
davits affirming the claims. 
The affidavits are more than 
100 years old and one is from 
Canville himself.

Prior to 2006, Means, 
Brown, Lintner and her 
family members were unsuc-
cessful at obtaining Osage 
membership from the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, the 
federal agency who issued 
Certificate Degrees of Indian 
Blood, or CDIB cards. The 
first application was filed by 
Means in 1907, according to 
court documents. Addition-
al applications were filed 
throughout the decades, but 
it wasn’t until after the new 
form of Osage government 
changed the membership 
requirement from heirship 
to lineal descent, were they 
finally successful.

Heirship is the legal right 
to an inheritance of a de-
ceased individual’s estate, 
such as a headright share 
of the Osage mineral estate. 
Heirship and ownership of a 
headright share were used to 
determine the membership 
of the Osage Nation prior to 
2006. Lineal descent is the 
proof that an individual is a 
direct line from an ancestor, 
such as a child, grandchild, 
great-grandchild and so on.

In 2016 an Osage Mem-
bership Office employee 
discovered discrepancies in 
Lintner’s file that led them 
to believe Lintner was not 
Osage. The ON Attorney 
General filed petitions for 
removal against Lintner and 
60 other individuals.

If the jury’s verdict finds 
that Lintner is not a lineal 
descendant of Canville, she 
and her relatives could be 
ordered to repay any Osage 
Nation financial benefits re-
ceived while enrolled with 
the tribe. 

See destInatIOns
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Top 15 Places to visit when visiting the Osage Nation
Osage News

The Osage News staff com-
piled this list of the Top 15 
Places to visit when visiting 
the Osage Nation for those 
visiting during the month  
of June. 

1. Osage Nation  
 Visitors Center

Begin your trip with a visit 
to the Visitor’s Center lo-
cated at 602 E. Main Street 
in Pawhuska and pick up 
maps and guides for your 
stay. The Visitor’s Center 

sells items from Osage ar-
tisans, free coffee and soda 
and an iPad bar to get any 
last-minute business done. 

2. Osage Nation Museum
Located at 819 Grandview 
Ave. on the Osage Nation 
campus in Pawhuska, see 
the oldest tribally owned 
museum in the United 
States! This history of the 
Osage is featured in cloth-
ing and interactive exhibits. 
The museum’s current ex-
hibit “Patriot Nations” is on 
display through June 12. 

3. Osage Veterans 
  Memorial

Visit the Nation’s beautiful 
tribute to its veterans of the 
U.S. armed services. Located 
on the Osage Nation campus 
next to the ON museum, the 
statue of Chief Claremore is 
also a striking reminder of 
our Nation’s warriors.

4. Osage Nation 
   Chiefs Office

Meet the Osage Nation’s 
leaders Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear and 
Assistant Principal Chief 
Raymond Red Corn at their 
offices located at 627 Grand-
view Ave in Pawhuska. 
The building is historic and 
worth a tour.

5. Osage Nation  
 Welcome Center

See one of the Nation’s new-
est buildings located at 239 
W. 12th Street. The Wel-
come Center is the home 
to the Tax Commission, 
Financial Services office, 
Membership office, Housing 
department, Child Care de-
partment, the Human Re-
sources department and the 
Constituent Services office.

6. Osage Nation 
  Capitol Building

View the historic building 
that is the Capitol Build-
ing and meet with members 
of the Osage Nation Con-
gress. The building is locat-
ed at 100 W. Main Street 
in Pawhuska and is also 
home to the Office of Histor-
ic Preservation, the Energy 
and Natural Resources de-
partment and the Pawnee/
Osage Court Appointed 
Special Advocates.

7. Wahzhazhe
  Cultural Center

Visit the cultural center 
staff and tour the Annette 
Gore Library that houses 
the research of Osage fam-

ilies and books about Osage 
culture and politics. Located 
at 220 W. Main in Pawhus-
ka, there is also a children’s 

All Destination Photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News 

Osage Nation Visitors Center

Osage Nation Museum
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Veterans Memorial Commission 
discusses two vacancies
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Two vacancies opened 
on the Osage Nation Veter-
ans Memorial Commission 
in May with the passing of 
Richard Luttrell Sr. and the 
resignation of another mem-
ber moving onto the Nation’s 
LLC board.

Luttrell, a WWII Army 
Veteran Captain, passed 
away on May 10 at age 92 
and was the first of the orig-
inal five Osages confirmed to 
serve on the Veterans Me-
morial Commission, which 
was charged with design, 
planning and overseeing 
construction of the Osage 
Veterans Memorial, which 
opened to the public on Vet-
erans Day 2018.

The VMC held its first 
meeting without Luttrell on 
May 15 in Pawhuska with 
the fellow commission mem-
bers applauding Luttrell 
after the regular meeting  
roll call.

“Gone, but not forgotten, 
he was a gentleman, real-
ly smart,” VMC Chairman 
Franklin McKinley said of 
Luttrell with fellow member 
Frances Williams adding “he 
will be missed.”

“It was interesting to hear 
the priest speak about how 
(Luttrell) was planning his 
funeral kind of like he was 
when he was planning our 
big event,” outgoing VMC 
member Richard Perrier 
said of Luttrell planning the 
Nov. 11 dedication and open-
ing of the memorial. “He 
had everything scripted for 
us and he had a three-hour 
meeting with the priest to do 
the same thing and that was 
the way he was – of course 

he was an officer, right? And 
so, we can expect that.”

The meeting was also the 
final one for Perrier, who 
resigned from the VMC re-
cently to take a seat on the 
Osage Limited Liability 
Company (LLC) board. That 
day, Perrier took his board 
oath at the tribal courthouse 
to serve as an interim mem-
ber on the LLC Board, which 
now has three members.

Williams noted during 
the meeting that Luttrell’s 
family offered a $100 cash 
donation to the VMC at his 
funeral, which was the prior 
day. With the memorial now 
built and open to the pub-
lic, the VMC’s other duties 
include maintenance and 
upkeep, including future 
additions of Osage veteran 
names to the memorial.

Remaining VMC mem-
bers are McKinley, Williams 
and John Henry Mashunk-
ashey, who discussed pos-
sible Osages to serve on 
the commission including 
a retired tribal judge and  
Army veteran.

Mashunkashey said he 
recently visited with Mar-
vin Stepson, who previously 
served as Chief Judge of the 
ON Trial Court (2006-2018) 
and asked if he would be 
interested in serving. Step-
son said he would be inter-
ested, said Mashunkashey 
who added Stepson would 
be an asset thanks to his 
history and knowledge of  
Osage veterans.

The VMC discussed other 
veterans’ names at the meet-
ing, but none had spoken 
with the commission mem-
bers about possibly serving 
on the VMC. The commis-
sion’s next regular monthly 
meeting is scheduled June 
19 in Pawhuska.

luttrell 
–from Page 1

of Stillwater, OK, sons, Rich-
ard Jr. of Tulsa, OK, and Don 
Homer Luttrell of Denver, CO. 
Grandchildren Welana Fields 
Queton and husband Warren 
of Blanchard, OK. Michael 
Luttrell of Denver, CO, Yatika 
Fields of Tulsa, OK, Lindsay 
Luttrell of Denver, CO, Noko-
see Fields of Stillwater, OK, 
and Audrey Luttrell of Bluff, 
UT, whom was his caretaker 
for the last two years. 

He is preceded in death by 
his parents, sister Margaret 
Gray, older brother John Ca-
son, and eldest daughter Alli-
son K. Luttrell. 

When Richard was young, 
he would ride his horse, Bust-
er, from Hominy to Grayhorse. 
His love and knowledge of 
horses led him to the Oklaho-
ma Military Academy where 
he graduated with honors in 
the Military Horse Calvary 
and the Honor Mounted T.  

In 1959, the Luttrell family 
relocated to Denver, Colora-
do. Richard enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, and camping in the 
mountains. He created and 
managed his own outfitters 
company and became the first 
commercial river-rafting com-
pany on the Colorado River. 

Richard and Carmalita re-
tired to their home place in 

Hominy where he quickly be-
came involved in helping his 
Osage community. He devel-
oped a drug prevention pro-
gram called “Yes I Can” for 
the Osage Indian Housing 
Communities that encouraged 
the youth to never give up on 
achieving their dreams. Rich-
ard was honored by many or-
ganizations for his veteran 
and community service. In 
2011, he was an honoree for 
the Red Ribbon Celebration 
and in 2012 by the Grayhorse 
War Mothers Soldier Dance. In 
2016, the Oklahoma National 
Guard, 160th Infantry Bat-
talion, inducted him into the 
Order of St. Maurice, Patron 
Saint of the infantry; a high-
light of his life he cherished. 

Most recently, Luttrell 
served as a board member on 
the Nation’s Osage Veterans 
Memorial Commission who 
was responsible for the design 
and structure of the Nation’s 
Osage Veterans Memorial and 
he was also honored at the 
AARP 10th Annual Indian El-
der Honors in October of 2018.

“I’m half Osage and I’m half 
Irish, I’m a warrior and fight-
er” – Richard Luttrell Sr.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The Osage Nation lowered flags to half-staff in mourning of Capt. Richard 
Luttrell’s passing on May 10.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District Cook Jodie Revard stirs food at the district camp during the June 15 Hominy In-Lon-Schka 
dances in 2017.

ON Ranch donates beef and bison
to three districts for June Inlonshka 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Ranch, in 
an effort to fulfill their civic and 
cultural duties to the Osage 
people, are donating beef and 
bison meat to the Grayhorse, 
Hominy and Pawhuska Dis-
trict cooks for the June Inlon-
shka dances.

“Our primary mission is 
to have a well-run profitable 
ranch that the whole tribe can 
be proud of, but it also comes 
with some responsibility to do 
cultural and nutritional ini-
tiatives,” said Galen Crum, 
a board member of the ONR 
board of directors. “We’ve been 
looking for things we can do to 
serve our people as a whole.” 

The ranch board voted to 
give each district a hind quar-
ter of beef and hamburger 
made from the front quarters 
of a steer to each district. The 
Grayhorse district will re-
ceive a hindquarter of bison 
and Hominy and Pawhuska 
will possibly receive bison 

hamburger. The remaining 
meat from the bison will be 
donated to the Community 
Health Representatives pro-
gram to use in their commu-
nity cooking classes and to 
Daposka Ahnkodapi and early  
learning facilities.

Bison preserve
Crum said at their May 

meeting the board finalized a 
location for a 3,000-acre bison 
preserve, to be located on the 
north side of the ranch. The lo-
cation of the bison preserve got 
expedited due to the Spring 
rains and damaged fencing on 
other properties on the 43,000-
acre ranch. Bison have been es-
caping the property at a more 
frequent rate than in the past 
and the ranch’s cowboys are 
having a difficult time keeping 
them inside the ranch’s perim-
eter, Crum said. 

One issue is the cost of bi-
son fencing, which is about 
$23,000 per mile and the pre-
serve will require 13 miles of 
bison fencing, Crum said. Bi-
son fencing is about 7 feet tall 

and the barbed wire is closer 
together than cattle fencing. 
The fencing has to be high and 
more secure because bison can 
run up to 40 miles per hour, 
jump up to six feet vertically, 
can pivot while running full 
speed to avoid predators and 
roughly weigh a ton.   

The bison preserve will be 
located close to Highway 60 
and will be easy to drive to 
and observe the bison, which 
was a goal of the board, Crum 
said. The board recently ap-
plied for a grant from the In-
terTribal Buffalo Council for 
bison fencing. Crum said they 
have applied in the past but 
were unsuccessful. They will 
know by July if they received  
the grant. 

The board also makes bison 
and beef donations throughout 
the year to the Food Distribu-
tion center, which distributes 
food to low-income families, 
and to Title VI, the elder nu-
trition facilities in Pawhuska 
and Fairfax. A buffalo hide 
was also recently given to Rock 
Pipestem to make a drum.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

John Henry Mashunkashey and Jim Trumbly take their oaths of office on April 22 to serve as leadership for the 
Harold Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198.

Osages elected as American 
Legion Post 198 leadership
Osage News

U.S. Marine veteran John 
Henry Mashunkashey is again 
the Commander of the Harold 
Bigheart Smalley American 
Legion Post 198. Jim Trum-
bly, U.S. Army veteran, is Vice 
Commander. 

Both men were elected by 
the Post 198 membership and 
were sworn in on April 22 at 
the American Legion Hall in 
Pawhuska. 

This is the second time 
Mashunkashey will serve as 
commander, and this is a first 
for Trumbly to serve as vice 
commander. 

Mashunkashey joined the 
Marines after high school, en-
listing in 1965. He served until 
1969 until he was honorably 
discharged as a Corporal E4. 
He also served as a Marine 
Rifleman. He was wounded in 
1968 at the Battle of Khe Sanh 
where he served in the First 

I Corps. He was shot twice 
and survived a napalm explo-
sion where he suffered severe 
burns, injuries and brain trau-
ma. He spent a year-and-a-half 
in an Illinois military hospital 

and went through extensive 
physical therapy to use his 
legs to walk.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

John Henry Mashunkashey was elected as the new Post 198 Commander, 
the second time he’s held the position.

See legIOn
—Continued  on Page 8
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uOsC 
–from Page 1

gion’s Osages to enjoy the ca-
maraderie and updates from 
the Osage Nation.

Approximately 90 attend-
ees came to the Carlsbad Se-
nior Center to enjoy the UOSC 
gathering on May 4 featuring 
fellowship, lunch and presen-
tations from Osage Nation 
government and culture offi-
cials visiting from Oklahoma.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear delivered a 
small State of the Nation ad-
dress noting 21,774 Osage 
members are enrolled, which 
is “a 21 percent growth rate 
in the last five years.” He also 
noted enrollment in the Na-
tion’s health benefit program 
is also up with 2,200 new 
members signing up this year.

“As you can see, we are 
growing in a lot of different 
ways and we have very good 
people working for us,” Stand-
ing Bear said before announc-
ing recent hires now working 
for the Nation, which includes 
out-of-state Osages moving  
to Oklahoma.

Standing Bear said the Na-
tion employs approximately 
500 employees, which has re-
mained the same for the last 
five years. “What we’re doing 
is trying to find those people 
who really feel like they’re on 
a mission, want to do the work 
… and we do have Osage pref-
erence (in hiring)” with the 
last seven hires (all Osage) in 
key positions, he said.

For example, Standing Bear 

noted a former San Diego area 
Osage is now working as the 
operations manager for the 
Information Technologies (IT) 
Department. William (Revard) 
Fenton is a 30-year Navy vet-
eran who served as a Chief 
Petty Officer who responded to 
the ON job advertisement call, 
Standing Bear said.

Standing Bear said Dante 
Halleck moved from New Mex-
ico to assume the newly formed 
Managed Assets Director post, 
which is in charge of the Na-
tion’s Tribal Works, Tribal 
Development, Real Estate Ser-
vices and Land Acquisitions 
Departments. Halleck, an Air 
Force veteran and artist, also 
holds a master’s degree from 
Jackson State University in 
Emergency Management with 
an emphasis in Tribal Risk 
Mitigation, Tribal Sovereign-
ty and Self-Determination, 
according to an ON email 

announcing Halleck’s hiring  
in April.

Also from New Mexico, 
Marla Redcorn-Miller is now 
director of the ON Museum, 
Standing Bear said. “She’s 
Dartmouth (College)-educat-
ed, Columbia (University) in 
New York and worked in the 
Santa Fe museum world and 
she’s taken the position and 
now heads our Osage muse-
um,” he said.

For the Nation’s language 
immersion school (Daposka 
Ahnkodapi), Standing Bear 
said Patrick Martin is now its 
superintendent. Martin, son 
of former Osage Tribal Coun-
cilman Bob Martin, is a sea-
soned educator who served 
as principal of Sts. Peter and 
Paul Catholic School in Tulsa 
for the last 16 years, Stand-
ing Bear said. “In talking to 
the principal of Bishop Kelley 
High School and some of the 
other educators in Tulsa, they 
tell me he’s the best principal 
in Tulsa,” Standing Bear said 
of Martin.

Standing Bear noted a new 
Assistant Attorney General is 
now working in the AG’s office. 
Jeremiah Ross joined the AG’s 
office in April where his duties 
include prosecuting cases, con-
tract review, title research, en-
vironmental and water rights 
issues. Ross holds a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Oklahoma and received his 
Juris Doctorate from Gonzaga 
University, according to his 
LinkedIn page.

“As these key positions are 
opening up, we are finding 
that people want to come back 

if they had the opportuni-
ty, if there’s a place they can 
stay and connect with what 
we’re trying to do back home,” 
Standing Bear said. 

Also in his updates, Stand-
ing Bear noted the Nation con-
tinues to receive most of its 
revenue from gaming at the 
seven Osage Casinos with Tul-
sa’s new hotel/ casino/ event 
center location as the largest 
and biggest revenue generator. 
“We’re also planning another 
hotel tower for another 140-
150 rooms in the next year, we 
went from 10 table games to 16 
table games and 900 gaming 
machines to 1,637,” Standing 
Bear said, noting the Nation is 
in a competitive market with a 
total of 39 federally recognized 
tribes in Oklahoma.

Jason Zaun, Chief of Staff 
for the Executive Branch, not-
ed there is now a requirement 
for annual re-enrollment in the 

Health Benefit program due to 
a change in Osage law. He said 
a request for proposals (RFP) 
is now out for a third-party 
administrator to manage the 
health benefit accounts. The 
deadline for RFPs is June 17, 
according to the Nation’s pro-
curement requests listed on-
line. Once the administrator is 
selected, applications and on-
line enrollment will be avail-
able later this year, Zaun said.

Congress members Maria 
Whitehorn, Eli Potts and in-
coming Congressional Speaker 
Joe Tillman also attended the 
UOSC gathering and spoke 
and met with the attendees.

Potts briefly discussed sev-
eral bills he sponsored, which 
passed during the 2019 Hun-
Kah Session including the 
Budget Control Act (ONCA 19-

40), which was one of the ob-
jectives he campaigned on. “It 
was the No. 1 priority for the 
Speaker of our Congress (RJ 
Walker at the time), it was the 
No. 1 priority for the Executive 
Branch … For the first time, I 
feel we have strong budgetary 
language in place in Osage law 
that creates a process that is 
open and transparent,” Potts 
said in thanking everyone for 
the efforts to pass the bill that 
is a work in progress. Potts 
also noted he plans to hold 
more town hall-style events to 
meet with the public includ-
ing Facebook to connect with 
Osages near and far.

Whitehorn said the Hun-
Kah Session did not include 
many appropriation bills and 
there is roughly $200,000 re-
maining in the general fund 
for the rest of the 2019 fiscal 
year. Whitehorn, who previ-
ously served as Congressio-

nal Appropriations Chair, 
said there is about $459,000 
in the retained revenue fund, 
which is remaining unspent 
money realized after the an-
nual audits and there is no 
funding in the economic de-
velopment fund, which was 
appropriated during the 2018  
Tzi-Zho Session.

Also during the session, 
Whitehorn noted she spon-
sored an amendment to Osage 
law (ONCA 19-23) establishing 
a three-member investment 
committee with the Nation’s 
Treasurer and the Executive 
Branch and Congress each 
appointing one individual to 
serve on the committee tasked 
with implementing a financial 
management plan and invest-
ment strategy for the Nation. 
“Congress needs a represen-
tative on the investment over-
sight committee, please send 
me an email, send Eli Potts 
(now chair of the Congressio-
nal Appropriations Commit-
tee) an email because we need 
to appoint somebody that has 
the expertise in the area of 
investment,” Whitehorn told  
the attendees.    

Tillman shared a moment 
he had during the visit while 
having a telephone conver-
sation with his father former 
Principal Chief Charles Till-
man, who relayed the mes-
sage to the UOSC attendees 
“hello” and he’s “praying for 
you” and recalled past visits to 
California while he was Chief. 
In a quip to his son, the elder 
Tillman said the former tribal 
government operated on about 
$400,000 and “now you guys 
get $50 million and you still 
can’t run it,” prompting laughs 
from the audience.

On his new post, Tillman 
said: “Taking on the role of 
Speaker is exciting, challeng-
ing, I am blessed with former 
Speakers who sit on Congress 
today” (Congress members 
Archie Mason, Angela Pratt, 
Whitehorn, Walker), as well 
as former Assistant Principal 
Chief/ Principal Chief Scott 
BigHorse who was elected to 
Congress last year. Tillman 
also cautioned the Nation 
cannot compare itself (mon-
eywise) to area tribal Nations 
whose gaming operations 
bring in larger revenues and 
the Nation needs to contin-
ue to pursue more econom-
ic development endeavors to  
grow revenue.

Addie Hudgins, director of 

the WahZhaZhe Cultural Cen-
ter and ON Visitors Center 
discussed those two entities’ 
services including WCC class-
es to make Osage dance cloth-
ing (roaches, fingerweaving, 
brooches, shirts, ribbonwork, 
etc.). Other recent offerings 
included Facebook livestreams 
of those class activities for 
viewers to ask questions, she 
said. An ongoing WCC project 
is digitizing archived content 
including video and audio re-
cordings that would be avail-
able online for future use.

For the Visitors Center, 
Hudgins said its purpose is to 
provide an information outlet 
to accurately discuss the Na-
tion “where we tell our story 
from our perspective from our 
view – the good, the bad and 
the ugly – the truth and how 
we want ourselves to be por-
trayed,” Hudgins said. The 
other service provided is a bou-
tique for Osage artists to sell 
their work (moccasins, jewel-
ry, paintings, custom-print gift 
items, etc.) on a consignment 
basis on a 75/25 split on the 
sales made with 25% going to 
the Nation, Hudgins said, add-
ing the intent is to promote 
Osage artists and businesses 
in town.

Also at the event, language 
instructor Alaina Maker deliv-
ered a presentation on the lan-
guage, which included a lesson 
on different ways people greet 
each other using the Osage 
language. Standing Bear also 
noted for the attendees Maker 
is the outgoing Osage Nation 
Princess who was crowned  
in 2018.    

UOSC Chairman Greg Cla-
vier said approximately 60 
attendees and their families 
are among the 90 participants 
that day with several offer-
ing great feedback to him af-
terward. Like in past UOSC 
gatherings, a 50/50 and oppor-
tunity drawing was held for 
gift items donated by the at-
tendees. Clavier said a total of 
$510 was raised from the fund-
raisers with the proceeds to go 
toward the event’s costs in-
cluding organization supplies 
and “hopefully soon we will be 
able to purchase a drum for 
the UOSC.”

Clavier told the attendees 
the next UOSC event will be 
the 2019 Fall Gathering sched-
uled for Nov. 2.

See more photos from the 
UOSC meeting on Page 8.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

A view of the attendees at the United Osages of Southern California Spring Gathering in Carlsbad California on 
May 4.

A group photo of the attendees at the United Osages of Southern California Spring Gathering in Carlsbad Cal-
ifornia on May 4.

All attendees got to enjoy the food at the United 
Osages of Southern California Spring Gathering 
in Carlsbad California on May 4.

Attendees listen to welcoming remarks from organization Chairman Greg Clavier of 
the United Osages of Southern California Spring Gathering in Carlsbad California on 
May 4.

Attendee Junior Alie and daughter pose for a 
photo during the United Osages of Southern 
California Spring Gathering in Carlsbad Cali-
fornia on May 4.
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Department of Health investigating first
case of measles in Okmulgee County 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

With the summer travel season just 
around the corner, the number of mea-
sles cases around the country contin-
ues to climb.

Although the disease was declared 
eradicated in the United States in 
2000, more than 800 cases have been 
diagnosed this year across 23 states as 
of May 10. That is the country’s largest 
measles caseload since 1994 when 934 
people contracted the disease.  

Officials with the State Department 
of Health and the Okmulgee County 
Health Department are investigating 
a confirmed case of measles in Okmul-
gee County. This is the first confirmed 
case of measles in Oklahoma since  
May 2018.

Additionally, several states with 
sizeable Osage communities have 
had measles outbreaks this year, 
including California, Colorado  
and Texas.

Given how quickly the disease 
can spread, an outbreak is defined 
as three or more confirmed cases as 
per the Centers for Disease Control  
and Prevention.

Nine out of 10 unvaccinated people 
who come in contact with someone with 
measles will develop the illness. The vi-
rus is spread by contact with droplets 
via the air when an infected person 
breathes, coughs, or sneezes. Measles 
can remain contagious on surfaces and 
even in the air for up to two hours after 
an infected person leaves an area.

Infected individuals are contagious 
up to four days before the trademark 
raised red rash starts to appear and 
they can share the virus for up to four 
days after the rash’s initial appear-
ance. If left untreated, measles can 

cause diarrhea, ear infections, pneu-
monia, encephalitis or subacute scle-
rosing panencephalitis, a rare but fatal 
disease of the central nervous system. 
One in four people who contract the 
measles will be hospitalized either be-
cause of the virus itself or due to its 
side effects.

Herd immunity, or the concept that 
an unvaccinated person will be safe 
among a group of vaccinated peo-
ple, is contingent upon enough of the 
community being vaccinated to min-
imize or eliminate the chances of a 
disease to spread around. As per the 
World Health Organization, at least 
93 percent of a community needs to 
be vaccinated or otherwise immune 

to the measles for herd immunity to  
be feasible.

Many of the cases in this year’s out-
break are connected to trips to coun-
tries with vaccination rates well below 
the herd immunity threshold, including 
Ukraine, Israel and the Philippines.  

A two-dose vaccine for the disease is 
readily available as part of a cocktail 
with mumps and rubella. When both 
doses are taken, the vaccine is 97 per-
cent effective at preventing the disease 
according to the CDC. It is recommend-
ed that children get the first dose be-
tween 12 and 15 months of age, with 
the second dose given between the ages 
of 4 and 6 years old. In Oklahoma, it 
is among the vaccines required for chil-

dren to have before starting school bar-
ring a medical or religious exemption.

Adults who do not have evidence 
of immunity are urged to get at least 
one dose of the vaccine. Adults who 
received a measles vaccine prior 
to 1968 are encouraged to confirm 
whether they need an additional 
shot, as some of the strains used in 
the 1960s were later determined to  
be ineffective.

Dr. Ron Shaw, the CEO and Chief 
Medical Officer of the Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center, said the tribe’s clinic 
in Pawhuska has not experienced a 
surge in vaccine requests, despite the 
persistent national headlines. Howev-
er, he also urged people to make sure 
they are properly inoculated against 
the disease and use common sense to 
help prevent re-introducing the disease 
to the Osage Nation.

“Not all of the measles cases were 
tied to international travel,” he said. 
“Whether you’re traveling or not, there’s 
still a need to be vaccinated. If you’ve 
got symptoms compatible with those 
early signs or have been exposed to the 
rash, please stay home. There is no need  
to travel.”

A spokeswoman for the Oklahoma 
City Indian Clinic confirmed that the 
facility has recently seen a spike in re-
quests for the MMR vaccine from adults 
over age 18. A study by researchers at 
Johns Hopkins University and the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin published 
May 9 included Oklahoma County as 
one of 50 counties nationwide with an 
elevated risk for a measles outbreak. 

A representative for Tulsa’s In-
dian Health Care Resource Center 
confirmed that their clinic has also 
recently experienced an increase in re-
quests for measles vaccines from their 
adult patients, but not among their pe-
diatric patients.

Wakon Iron playground equipment installed in Pawhuska Village
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Wakon Iron Park in the 
Pawhuska Indian Village now 
has its two playground sets in-
stalled at the site west of the 
community building.

Contractors installed the 
playground equipment fol-
lowing a March 18 ground-
breaking celebration for 
the newly-named Wakon  
Iron Park.

“Wakon Iron Park is part of 
an overall effort to improve the 
physical appearance of the vil-
lage, strengthen the commu-
nity, and make the Pawhuska 
Indian Village a more attrac-
tive place to live and enhance 
the quality of life,” according 
to a news release by the Vil-
lage Committee, which spear-
headed the efforts to revitalize 
the park with other residents.  

The playground equip-
ment is secondhand and was 
purchased from the City of 
Bartlesville as surplus equip-
ment. One playground set is 
for children ages 2-5 and the 
second one is for older children  
ages 5-12.

Village Committee member 
Fawn Cheshewalla said a con-
tractor dug several-feet-deep 
holes in the ground for install-
ing the playground equipment 
and those structures were 
anchored down with poured 
concrete. She also noted the 
committee is considering 
ideas for adding extra features 
for the park including trees  
and benches.

The committee is also work-
ing in partnership with Osage 
Nation Roads Department to 
install nine paved parking 
spaces at the park’s location, 
which is the corner of Wakon 
Iron Boulevard and Thunder 
Fear, the release stated. The 
Village Committee is looking 
at other areas of the village to 

improve, which includes a pos-
sible future basketball court 
and bleachers. 

Marjorie Williams, village 
committee chairwoman, said: 
“We really took into consider-
ation all the age groups and 
everyone having fun, while 
feeling safe.”

Osage Congresswoman 
Paula Stabler, a former vil-
lage committee chairwom-
an, attended the April 15 
village community meeting 
and asked the committee to 
consider adding a fence to the 
playground to help keep chil-
dren safe from any wandering  
stray dogs.

Currently serving on the 
Pawhuska village committee 
are Williams, Cheshewalla, 
Patrick Luey, Kathryn Red-
corn and Teresa Tinker Schutz, 
who joined the committee after 
Stabler resigned to take office 
after she was elected to the 
Sixth ON Congress in 2018. 

The Village Committee also 
hired Regina “Ustee” Grass 
as its project manager, which 
is a contracted position she’s 
held for more than 15 months. 
Grass (Cherokee Nation), who 
holds a master of public health 
degree, helps with business 
and daily operations of the 

committee to continue pursu-
ing its improvement projects, 
which includes grant writing.    

“A key benefit of Wakon 
Iron Park is physical activity – 
there is strong evidence show-
ing when people have access to 
parks, they are more likely to 
be regularly physically active, 
so this is a part of a broad-
er effort called Indian CAMP 
(Creative and Mindful Play),” 
Grass said in the release.  

The Village Committee 
started considering various 
ideas for village improve-
ments while developing 
a 2016 master plan with  
community involvement.

Another village improve-
ment project underway during 
May is at Ed Red Eagle Park, 
which sits along the village’s 
eastern boundary along U.S. 
60. The Village Committee 
purchased black park benches 
with “Pawhuska Indian Vil-
lage” inscribed on them, which 
are to be set at Red Eagle Park.

During the April 15 meet-
ing, Stabler said she had filed 
a bill (ONCA 19-39) seeking 
a $250,000 appropriation to 
pay for the architecture and 
engineering costs to build a 
new Wakon Iron Communi-
ty Building. Citing low tribal 

funds available for the remain-
ing 2019 fiscal year, Stabler 
told the attendees ONCA 19-
39 was not expected to pass 
during the 2019 Hun-Kah 
Session, which was ongoing at  
the time.

According to the bill, the 
requested $250,000 is to be 
appropriated to the Nation’s 
capital asset and improve-
ment fund for architectural 
and engineering costs for a 
new multi-purpose community 

building. The 2019 Hun-Kah 
Session ended April 23 with no 
further consideration but may 
be revisited at a later date or 
when the Congress meets for 
the Tzi-Zho Session in Sep-
tember to pass budgets for 
the 2020 fiscal year starting  
Oct. 1.

For more information on 
the Pawhuska village, visit its 
website at www.pawhuskain-
dianvillage.com.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

The playground equipment is secondhand and was purchased from the City of Bartlesville as surplus equipment. One playground set is for children 
ages 2-5 and the second one is for older children ages 5-12.

ing conflicts of interest, as Revard’s production company cur-
rently holds leases in Osage County. 

“There’s no way this enriches me above and beyond any 
other person in this room or outside of this room,” Revard 
said. “I don’t have a new lease pending for approval right 
now and may never buy another new lease again. 

“If it deemed is a conflict, I will withdraw my vote and 
abstain. But until someone wants to make a big deal about 
it, I stick with my vote.”

Just in time for Inlonshka, the meeting also included the 
announcement of the June headright checks. At $4,700 for 
a full headright, the June 1 checks represent an increase of 
almost $1,700 from the March payments. 

“We’ve just come through one of the toughest payments 
we’ve ever had,” Chairman Waller said. “I want our people 
to feel better about that.”

trespassIng 
–from Page 1
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Osage wins second place 
in State National History 
Day competition
Osage News

Braylan Haworth won second place 
in the Individual Website Category, Jr. 
Division of the State National History 
Day competition at the Oklahoma His-
tory Center on May 1. He will advance 
to the National Contest which will be 
held at the University of Maryland, 
College Park, June 9-13.

For the history day competition he 
created a website that tells the history 
and effects of the Osage Reign of Terror 
on the Osage Nation and to his family, 
who is from the Grayhorse District. 

“I interviewed (Braylan) last week 
and was extremely impressed with 
his research and website project,” 
said Veronica Redding, Osage and a 
researcher and volunteer coordina-
tor for the Oklahoma Historical So-
ciety. “He met with Chief (Geoffrey) 
Standing Bear when he was doing his 
research and really went above and 
beyond. I think he will do well in the  
National Competition.”

For his project he interviewed his 
great-great-aunt Mary Jo Webb, an el-
der of the Grayhorse District, about his 
family and the Reign of Terror. He is 
descended from Paul Peace, an original 
allottee who was his great-great-great-
grandfather. Webb and other family 
members believe Peace was murdered 
in the 1920s for his headright.

“They believe he was murdered by 
his white wife. The wife attempted poi-
soning and when the poisoning took too 
long, the wife paid a man to run over 
Paul and left him to die,” according to 
the interview with Webb. His death 
was never investigated.

Braylan, 15, just completed the 8th 
grade at Weatherford Public Schools 
in Weatherford, Oklahoma. He is in-
volved in football, basketball, track, 
academic team, builders club and FBC 
youth group. 

His website has nine pages of infor-
mation, an interactive timeline, and 
additional photos and research of the 
Osage Nation Campus, historical sites 
and other information. 

“He has worked hard for almost a 
year on his research and creation of 
the website,” said his mother Sharla  
via email.  

To view Braylan’s website, visit: 
http://96585616.nhd.weebly.com/

Osage News Screenshot

Braylan Haworth won second place in the Individual Website Category, Jr. Division of the 
State National History Day competition for creating a website about the Reign of Terror and 
its effect on the Osage Nation and his family.

Courtesy Photo

Braylan Haworth won second place in the 
Individual Website Category, Jr. Division of 
the State National History Day competition 
at the Oklahoma History Center on May 1.

Osage spotlighted in Native
Business Top 50 Entrepreneurs issue
Osage News

Native Busi-
ness Magazine 
has named Geoff 
Hager to their 
“Native Business 
Top 50 Entre-
preneurs” May  
2019 issue. 

Hager is a 
Pawhuska na-
tive and Osage 
founder of Big 
Elk Energy Sys-
tems LLC, the 
west Tulsa-based 
energy busi-
ness that is one 
of the fastest 
growing manu-
facturing companies in the United States. The company does busi-
ness along the Gulf of Mexico and in the northeastern part of the 
United States. Big Elk focuses on drafting, engineering, systems design, 
piping layout and electrical and control systems. The company generat-
ed a reported $20.6 million in revenue in 2017 and surpassed that figure  
in 2018. 

According to a 2018 Osage News article, the firm is named for Opahtunkah, 
the 19th century Claremore Band chief and Hager’s maternal great-great-
great-grandfather. Hager said he got the idea to name the company for his 
ancestor while his family was together to mourn the death of his maternal 
grandmother, Cora Jean Big Elk Jech.

According to a prepared release, Hager leads his business with this men-
tality: “If you want someone to invest in you, you have to go all-in yourself.”

Courtesy Photo/Jesse Boudiette

Geoff Hager, owner of Big Elk Energy Systems LLC, is a Pawhus-
ka native and Osage tribal member. 

Courtesy Photo

Staff members of the Osage News attended the 2019 OKSPJ awards banquet in Midwest City 
to receive awards. From left, Senior Reporter Benny Polacca, Editor Shannon Shaw Duty and 
Freelance Writer Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton.

Osage News wins Best Newspaper
second year in a row from OKSPJ
Osage News

The Osage News received eight 
awards from the Oklahoma Pro Chap-
ter of the Society of Professional  
Journalists. 

The OKSPJ yearly awards ban-
quet was held at the Reed Center in 
Midwest City on May 18. The Osage 
News competes in the Newspaper B 
division which includes newspapers 
with a distribution of under 25,000. 
The Osage News’ distribution is  
approximately 7,300. 

The Press Club of Long Island judged 
this year’s award entries and awarded 
the Osage News with Best Newspaper 
in the Newspaper B division, the sec-
ond year the News has won the award. 

“We’re very thankful and humbled 
to have won Best Newspaper in our 
division for the second year in a row,” 
said Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage News 
editor. “We have a dedicated staff that 
works as a team and we want to thank 
the Press Club of Long Island for recog-
nizing our hard work for our readers.”

The Osage News team includes Se-
nior Reporter Benny Polacca (Hopi/
Pima/Tohono O’odham/Havasupai), 
Layout & Designer Sherry Stinson, 
Columnist Ruby Hansen Murray 
(Osage), Freelance Writer Lenzy Kreh-
biel-Burton (Cherokee), and new to the 
staff this year, Cody Hammer (Chero-
kee/Creek), photographer.

Hansen Murray won third place in 
the Personal Column category for her 
column “Domestic Violence, Overdose 
or Suicide, We Can Help Each Other.” 

Stinson won third place for Page 

1 Layout & Design for the February  
2018 edition. 

Krehbiel-Burton won second place 
for Government Reporting. 

Polacca won second place for Busi-
ness Reporting for his article “Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center Expected to 
Exceed Projected Revenue This Year.” 

Shaw Duty won third place in Sports 
Feature for “Osage Language Immer-
sion School Eagles to Compete in Cross 
Country This Fall.” Second Place in 
General News Reporting for “Unease 
Builds as Hollywood Tackles the Osage 
Reign of Terror.” First Place in Leisure 
Writing for “Participants End Osage 
Heritage Sites Visit at Osage Mission.”

Other newspapers competing in the 
Newspaper B division include:

• Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribal 
Tribune

• Cleveland American

• Comanche Nation News

• Hownikan

• Journal Record

• McAlester News-Capitol

• OCCC Pioneer

• Muscogee Nation News

• Shawnee News-Star

• Tahlequah Daily Press

• Tri-County Herald

• Tulsa Business and Legal News

• The Tulsa Voice

• The Vista (UCO)

• Watonga Republican

• The Chronicle (based out of Elgin)

Jennifer Drum Brollier Johnson spoke during the United Osages of Southern California 
Spring Gathering in Carlsbad California on May 4.

Attendees asked questions during the Q&A portion at the United Osages of Southern Cali-
fornia Spring Gathering in Carlsbad California on May 4.

More from the UOSC Meeting
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‘Annuitants for Change’
address OMC on proposed 
constitutional amendments
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The Osage Minerals 
Council is not unilateral-
ly backing a series of con-
stitutional amendments 
regarding the minerals estate  
just yet. 

At the council’s May 3 
meeting, representatives of 
a group calling themselves 
“Annuitants for Change” 
presented a working draft 
of proposed constitutional 
amendments in hopes of se-
curing the Osage Minerals 
Council’s support. 

“This is not an attempt to 
change the tribe’s current 
form of government,” Julie 
Malone said. “We just want 
clearer wording regarding 
annuitants. If we act now, 
our descendants – our chil-
dren and grandchildren – 
won’t have to.” 

Among the group’s pro-
posed changes are strik-
ing references to the Tribal 
Council previously used by 
the Osage Nation and ad-
justing language regard-
ing royalty payments to 
reflect that some of that 
revenue comes from non- 
mineral sources. 

However, some of the 
wording in the other pro-

posed amendments would 
potentially strip the tribal 
government of any legal au-
thority over the mineral es-
tate, thus prompting some 
raised eyebrows from mem-
bers of the Minerals Council.

“In some places, you say 
the tribe has no jurisdiction 
while in others, you say ‘as 
long as there is no conflict,’” 
Congresswoman Marsha 
Harlan said. “I can be sup-
portive of clarifying, but you 
want to be careful that you’re 
not creating an internal dis-
pute with the language.”

To help address those con-
cerns, the council voted to 
form a three-member liaison 
committee to work with the 
group before it moves for-
ward to get the amendments 
before Osage voters. 

Councilor Talee Red Corn, 
one of the three members 
serving on the new liaison 
committee, acknowledged 
the need to hustle while also 
expanding the discussion.

“I want to hear what Con-
gress has to say before we 
act on this,” he said. 

The group will also be 
presenting a draft of their 
proposal to the Osage 
Shareholders Associa-

Osage Congress confirms individuals 
for boards and commission service
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During the 2019 Hun-Kah 
Session, the Sixth Osage Na-
tion Congress voted to confirm 
several appointed individuals 
to serve on various boards and 
commissions. 

Those appointees received 
initial consideration by the 
respective Congressional com-
mittees who reviewed the indi-
viduals’ professional resumes 
and completed application 
forms required by the Con-
gress for consideration, per 
Congressional rules. 

By session’s end on April 23, 
the Congress voted to confirm 
the following individuals for 
board and commission service 
with three-year terms.

Election Board: Fred Byers 
(Osage) will serve an initial 
term as the second alter-
nate board member. The Na-
tion’s election code calls for a 
three-member board with two 
alternate members who serve 
in the event a sitting board 
member must recuse his/her-
self due to a conflict in carry-
ing out election duties.

Byers is filling in the sec-
ond alternate board member 
vacancy after predecessor 
Gary Weyl was appointed and 
confirmed to serve on the ON 

Gaming Commission Board 
in fall 2018. The other Elec-
tion Board alternate is Ani-
ta Fields and current sitting 
Election Board members are 
Shannon Lockett, Terry Hazen 
and Belle Wilson.

Editorial Board: Tere-
sa Trumbly Lamsam and 
Tara McLain Manthey (both 
Osage) are both appointed 
and confirmed to serve on the 
three-person Editorial Board 
for the Osage News. Lamsam 
is a reappointment to the 
board with Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear mak-
ing the appointment. For the 
Legislative Branch’s editorial 
board appointment, the Con-
gress voted by affirmation that 
Manthey is the appointee for 
that respective branch and 
was later confirmed by Con-
gressional vote. Third board 
member and chairwoman  
Jerri Jean Branstetter is in 
the second year of her three-
year term.

Foundation Board: Julie 
O’Keefe (Osage) is a reap-
pointment to the five-member 
Foundation Board. 

Gaming Enterprise Board: 
Susan Kneeland and Mark 
Revard (both Osage) are re-ap-
pointments to the five-member 
business board for the Nation’s 
seven Osage Casinos.

Gaming Commission: Lar-
raine Wilcox (Osage) is a 
reappointment to serve a sec-
ond three-year term on the 
Nation’s three-member Gam-
ing Commission Board. Wil-
cox was first appointed to the 
board in 2015 after a previous 
board member resigned to 
complete the remainder of that 
term. Wilcox received 10 “yes” 
votes with one abstention by 
Congresswoman Shannon Ed-
wards and one absence from 
Congressman John Maker on 
April 10 for her confirmation. 

Health Authority Board: 
Dr. Patrick Tinker (Osage), 
the board’s current chair-
man, is a reappointment to 
the five-member board for the 
Nation’s health care entities 
including the Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center in Pawhuska.

Veterans Memorial Com-
mission: Frances Williams 
(Osage) is a reappointment to 
the five-member board over-
seeing the maintenance and 
fundraising activities for the 
Osage Veterans Memorial, 
which opened to the public in 
November 2018. 

The late Richard Luttrell 
Sr. also received a confirma-
tion vote for a second term 
on the VMC, but his posi-
tion is vacant after his May  
10 passing.

See annuItants
—Continued  on Page 23
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Groundbreaking scheduled 
May 29 for new Grayhorse 
Village community building
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation officials along with 
those in the Grayhorse District will 
celebrate the groundbreaking for a 
new village community building on 
May 29 at 10 a.m.

The planned larger community 
building will be constructed at the 
site of the current one next to the 
dance arbor in the village. Plans call 
for the building to measure 10,000 
square feet, which will seat approx-
imately 330 people for meals and 
other cultural events held in the 
community building, according to a 
presentation at a January Grayhorse 
Village Committee meeting. 

Osage Nation officials announced 
the planned groundbreaking ceremo-
ny just weeks ahead of the annual 
Inlonshka dances held each June in 
the three Osage districts.

Following the 2019 Grayhorse 
Inlonshka (June 6-9), the current 
building will be demolished for the 
new building’s construction to begin.

Village residents and committee 

members have voiced over the recent 
years a new community building is 
needed to replace the current one, 
which has roof damage caused by se-
vere storms.

Like in the other two districts, the 
Grayhorse Community Building is 
the village’s multipurpose venue for 
special events including holiday and 
birthday parties, handgames and 
cultural dinners and meetings.

The new building plans also call for 
an underground drainage system to 
take rainwater around the building 
to drain downhill to address flooding 
issues. An above-ground water tank 
will also be constructed to accompa-
ny the new building’s fire sprinkler 
system as part of meeting current 
fire code standards. 

The ON Congress passed two 
appropriation bills totaling near-
ly $3 million for construction and 
design costs with the second one 
passing in September 2018 to ap-
propriate additional money for 
constructing the building situat-
ed on a hill, to cover additional 
dirt work needed to support the  
larger structure.

Photo by Sherry Stinson / Osage News

Grace Adair, Anya Roanhorse, and Rorie Lott focus on a nest of Killdeer eggs they discovered 
during photography camp. Registration is now open for the annual camps sponsored by the 
Osage Nation Foundation. Visit osagefoundation.org to learn more.

Registration now open for 
free summer youth camps
Sherry Stinson
Osage News

The annual Osage Nation Founda-
tion Youth Summer Camps, in con-
junction with Osage Nation Childcare, 
are open for registration. Basketball, 
digital photography, and golf begin in 
June and all subsequent camps begin 
in July. 

Dates, locations, and registration 
deadlines are as follows:

Basketball

• June 10-11, Fairfax;  
deadline June 1

Digital Photography

• June 17-20, Pawhuska;  
deadline June 9

Golf

• June 24-25, Bartlesville;  
deadline June 18

Pre-Ballet 1 and 2

• July 8, Pawhuska; deadline July 2

Drama

• July 15-19, Pawhuska;  
deadline July 9

Primary Ballet 1 and 2

• July 15-19, Pawhuska;  
deadline July 9

Dance Level 1-4

• July 22-26, July 29-Aug. 2, 
Pawhuska; deadline July 16

The camps are free of charge to 
Osage and area youth with Osage pref-
erence given. Transportation to and 
from the camps is not provided.

Detailed descriptions of the camps 
are available on the Foundation’s 
website, including dates, times, and 
curriculum for the camps. Each camp 
has different registration deadlines, so 
sign-up soon.

To register for the camps, visit www.
osagefoundation.org. For more infor-
mation, contact Bill Webb at bwebb@
osagefoundation.org.

Courtesy Photo / Osage Nation Foundation

Basketball and golf enthusiasts learn the inner workings of the games during the Osage 
Nation Foundation free Summer Youth Camps.

tery were buried after 1920, and many 
Grayhorse families have buried loved 
ones there ever since. 

Neither Carter nor Allison spoke 
with someone from the Osage Nation 
about the cemetery or about families 
and descendants of people buried there. 
The Native American Journalists Asso-
ciation does not encourage such report-
ing about news in Indian Country. 

While the article may have been 
incorrect on many levels, it is one of 
many reports in the increasing cover-
age of the Osage Reign of Terror since 
the 2017 release of David Grann’s non-
fiction bestseller, “Killers of the Flow-
er Moon: The Osage Murders and the 
Birth of the FBI.” Three tours cover-
ing Osage County are now offered in 
Pawhuska plus one specifically about 
the book. The Osage News plans to re-
view the tours in the July issue. 

Just 20 years ago, it was taboo in 
the Osage community to speak of the 
murders. Now, images of slain Osages 
and “Killers of the Flower Moon” pop 
up around Osage County.  

 
Reclaiming the Osage Narrative

As the film adaptation of the book 
continues with Martin Scorsese direct-
ing and Leonardo DiCaprio starring, 
interest by tourists and the media in-
creases.

This would be the opportune time for 
the Nation to take control of the nar-
rative, form partnerships with neigh-
boring towns and businesses, and tell 
the story of the murders from an Osage 
perspective, instead of allowing outsid-
ers to tell their story, said Crystal Echo 
Hawk, president and CEO of Echo 
Hawk Consulting and CEO of Illumi-
Native.

Echo Hawk, a member of the Pawnee 
Nation, is also the lead on Reclaiming 
Native Truth, the largest public opin-
ion research project ever conducted 
by and for Native people. The project 
mapped what Americans know about 
Native Americans living today and 
what they think about Native people 
and why.

“What our research found is that al-
most 90 percent of schools in the Unit-
ed States don’t teach about Natives 
past the 1900s,” Echo Hawk said. “So, 
for many Americans, we don’t exist in a 
contemporary context.” 

Even in Oklahoma, where 39 tribes 
are federally recognized, education 
standards don’t teach a history course 

about Native Americans post-1900. 
Echo Hawk said narratives taught in 
Oklahoma schools romanticize Native 
Americans, glossing over and justifying 
colonization and manifest destiny.

“I would say the majority of Oklaho-
mans don’t know what happened here 
to the Osage,” she said. “That level of 
erasure is really profound.”

Echo Hawk emphasized that the Na-
tion must be proactive. 

“This film coming out is really, real-
ly going to blow Oklahoma away,” she 
said. “It’s going to be like a volcano 
erupting, because you’re talking about 
all of this grief and these wounds being 
opened up for Osages. And you have to 
think about what is that going to trig-
ger in some of these families and what 
is that going to trigger in this climate 
we’re living in right now?

“There is tense division and active 
white supremacy. There’s a lot of racial 
tension happening right now.”

 
Grayhorse Cemetery

The graveyard sits on 3.02 acres of 
land donated around the time of the 
1906 allotment by Wilson Kirk, an 
Osage original allottee from the Gray-
horse District, said George Pease III, 
chairman of the Grayhorse Five-Man 
Board, the cemetery’s governing agen-
cy. 

In 2011, the board commissioned a 
survey of the cemetery to record the 
number buried there and location of 
their graves, Pease said. The survey 
was done with ground-penetrating ra-
dar, a non-destructive technique using 
high-frequency electromagnetic waves 
to identify subsurface information. 

The survey reported that 373 in-
dividuals were buried and that 24 of 
their graves were unmarked. The num-
ber of individuals now buried is proba-
bly closer to 400, Pease said. 

Osages living in Grayhorse keep an 
eye on the cemetery, and the Osage 
Nation Police Department frequently 
patrols the area, Pease said. 

Cemetery roads are narrow because 
they were made for Model T vehicles of 
the early 1900s. If a tour bus were to 
enter the grounds, Pease said, roads or 
possibly gravesites would be damaged. 

“What we try to do first is help them 
if they’re trying to locate someone, and 
we try to be friendly about it and help 
them in some way,” he said. “If they’re 
sightseeing, that’s fine. Just be respect-
ful of all the people that are there. 

“We don’t want to be a circus. it’s a 
place of respect, and that’s the way it’s 
always been.”

Photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY / Osage News

ABOVE: Photos on some graves were shot 
out prior to 1970 in the Grayhorse Ceme-
tery. No one has ever come forward with 
information about who it may have been.

Cemetery 
–from Page 1

While serving Post 198, he has 
helped with the Grayhorse War 
Mothers, Hominy War Mothers and 
the Ladies Auxiliary Unit of the 
American Legion Post 198.

He has served as the Commandant 
of the Department of Oklahoma Ma-
rine Corps League and he has served 
as the Detachment Commandant for 
the Osage Detachment 669. 

The Department of Oklahoma Ma-
rine Corps League of the southern 
division, which encompasses Texas, 
Arkansas and Oklahoma, selected 
him as the 2015 Marine of the Year.

Trumbly, Osage, served in the 
Vietnam War as a Crypto Repairman. 
He repaired all coding and decoding 
equipment. After the war he spent 
several years in the oil business. 
He holds a doctorate in Information 
Systems and Quantative analysis 
(statistics). He attended the Univer-

sity of Oklahoma for his bachelor’s in 
business administration, and Texas 
A&M for a master’s in business com-
puting sciences. His doctorate is from 
Mississippi State University.

He has been on the faculty of the 
University of Oklahoma, University 
of Texas at El Paso, and currently an 
adjunct faculty member at UCCS. He 
has been working in the IT / Technol-
ogy field since 1980.  

He is currently teaching for Paw-
nee Nation College and working on 
projects for the Osage Nation. He is 
a NRA Certified Instructor for Rifle, 
Pistol, Shotgun and Muzzleloading. 
He is an Eagle Scout, a Vigil Order 
Member of the Order of the Arrow 
and has worked with Scouts for over 
10 years as an Adult Volunteer.

For more information about Post 
198, please contact Trumbly at (719) 
629- 8825, or jetrumbly@gmail.com, 
or Danny Mooney, Post 198 adjutant 
at (918) 287-6783 or dannymm21@
gmail.com. 

legIOn 
–from Page 3

BELOW: Photos on some graves 
were shot out prior to 1970 in 
the Grayhorse Cemetery. But 
some photos may have been 
weather damaged and fallen 
off after freezing weather.

http://www.osagefoundation.org
http://www.osagefoundation.org
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Osage Shareholders Association 
looking to expand services
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

SKIATOOK — The Osage 
Shareholders Association 
is looking for a few more  
members. 

“We need to engage the 
younger generation,” OSA 
President Lou Phillips 
said at the organization’s 
May 19 meeting at Osage  
Casino Skiatook.  

To facilitate that goal, the 
organization has launched 
a social media presence, be-
gun webcasting its meetings 
for members living outside 
of Oklahoma and has added 
an advocate position for as-
sociate members in line to 
inherit a share of the Osage  
minerals estate. 

Additionally, as part of 
that outreach, the associa-
tion welcomed a presentation 
from representatives for An-
nuitants for Change on po-
tential amendments to the  
tribe’s constitution. 

In order to get the proposed 
amendments formally before 
voters, either one-quarter of 
the tribe’s electorate has to 
sign a petition or at least 10 
of the 12 members of Congress 
can vote in favor of a resolution 
calling for a ballot question. 

“I’m asking you all: should 
non-shareholders have any say 

over our mineral estate?” Julie 
Malone asked, drawing silence 
from the assembled crowd. 

“Non-annuitants should 
have no say in how our trust  
is managed.”

Among the proposed chang-
es are adjusting references to 
regarding royalty payments 
to reflect that some of that 
revenue comes from non- 
mineral sources. 

As was the case when the 
group presented to the Osage 
Minerals Council on May 3, 
several attendees took excep-
tion to proposed amendments 
that would strip the tribe’s 
court system of jurisdiction 

over civil matters involving 
the mineral estate. 

One of the group’s members, 
Rosemary Wood, explained 
that the hesitation to allow 
the Osage Nation continued 
civil jurisdiction is because 
Congress, which is open to and 
voted on by non-sharehold-
ers, is responsible for passing 
those statutes. However, the 
explanation did not completely 
assuage attendees’ concerns. 

“The Osage Minerals Coun-
cil can’t pass laws,” former 
Minerals Council member 
Galen Crum said. “There are 
times when having Osage Na-
tion civil law apply is to the 
mineral estate’s benefit.”

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Galen Crum, former Osage Minerals Councilman, speaks at the Osage 
Shareholders Association meeting on May 19.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Julie Malone, a member of Annuitants for Change, addresses the attend-
ees of the Osage Shareholders Meeting on May 19.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Rosemary Wood, a member of Annuitants for Change, addresses the at-
tendees of the Osage Shareholders Meeting on May 19.

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Clockwise from top left: Students got 

to take a ride on the train at the Week 

of the Young Child event at the Osage 

County Fairgrounds on April 17.

A Petting Zoo was on-hand for stu-

dents at the Week of the Young Child 

event at the Osage County Fair-

grounds on April 17.

Students got to express themselves 

at the crafts table at the Week of the 

Young Child event at the Osage Coun-

ty Fairgrounds on April 17.

Phyllis Yargee, of the Cherokee Nation, 

told stories to the children at the Week 

of the Young Child event at the Osage 

County Fairgrounds on April 17.

Students had fun at the Petting Zoo 

at the Week of the Young Child event 

at the Osage County Fairgrounds on  

April 17.

Week of the

Young
Child
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Wahzhazhe

Wild Grape Dumplings
Ingredients

• 1 qt. grape juice (Wild Grapes if Available)
• 1 qt. wild grapes (canned with juice)
• ¼ cup sugar

Heat to boiling and add:
• 2 cups flour
• 4 tsp baking powder
• ½ tsp salt
• 1 tbsp sugar
• ¾ cup milk
• ¼ to 1/3 cup butter 

Mix dry ingredients, sift twice. Work in butter with pastry 
mixer, fork or finger tips, and add milk gradually. Roll out on 
floured board and cut in strips, then in squares, drop in hot 
grape juice or grapes and juice, cover and steam until tender. 

Hot Grape Juice
• 1 qt. Wild Grape juice or bottled grape juice.

1 tbsp flour or corn starch added to ¼ cup of the cold juice – 
mixed to thin paste; add to the remainder of the juice – sweeten 
to taste and cook over low fire stirring frequently. Delicious as a 
hot drink. Four or five whole cloves add to the flavor.

Recipe taken from the cookbook, “Authenticated American In-
dian Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Elder Nutrition program celebrates 2019 Older Americans Month
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Elder 
Nutrition Program honored 
two elders as part of its annu-
al Honors Day celebration on 
May 17 in Pawhuska.

Event attendees of all ages 
attended the luncheon celebra-
tion held at the Senior Nutri-
tion (Title IV) Building, which 
started with a helium balloon 
launch outside. More than 
two dozen people attended the 
special event held to celebrate 
Older Americans Month.

Sue Slinkard, the Elder Nu-
trition program director said 
each May the Administration 
for Community Living leads 
the nationwide observance of 
Older Americans Month. 

According to the ACL web-
site on Older Americans 
Month, this year’s theme is 

“Connect, Create, Contribute, 
which encourages older adults 
and their communities to: con-
nect with friends, family and 
services that support partici-
pation; create by engaging in 
activities that promote learn-
ing, health and personal en-
richment; and contribute time, 
talent and life experience to 
benefit others.”  

Slinkard said: “We’re just so 
privileged to be a part of this 
program to get to see you, each 
and every day, talk to you,” 
noting the program also offers 
meals to homebound elders 
who are not able to attend the 
daily congregate lunches held 
at the Pawhuska facility and 
the Nation’s Fairfax senior 
and child care center.

According to the ACL web-
site, congregate meal pro-
grams are intended to offer 
healthy meals, social engage-

ment, access to community re-
sources and volunteer roles. 

Slinkard, the director for 32 
years, said an approximate to-
tal of 80 homebound lunches 
are sent out weekdays to par-
ticipating elders with two de-
livery drivers across the Osage 
Nation, adding “we do a great 
service to the Osage Reserva-
tion and we’re so glad for it.”   

For 2019, Slinkard selected 
elders Annetta Robertson and 
Julia Wilson to receive honor 
plaques at the event. Julia and 
her husband Jim Wilson had 
yet to arrive, but Slinkard pre-
sented Robertson with a per-
sonalized plaque.

“This is in faithful participa-
tion of the Osage Nation Title 
VI Program, she drives in from 
the country to eat lunch with 
us and so we’re thankful … we 
just want to take this moment 
and tell you that we love you 
and we appreciate you for all 
that you do for the communi-
ty,” Slinkard said in present-
ing Robertson’s plaque.

Robertson said in return 
“I appreciate all that you do”  
to Slinkard as the  
attendees applauded.

For this year’s theme, 
Slinkard said the program 
tries to stay connected to 
those who come eat congre-
gate lunches during the week, 
adding “I feel like you’re my 
family and when I don’t see 
you, I get concerned, so we’ll 
call anybody that we can to 
find out what’s going on.” For 
being creative, Slinkard says 
the program tries to be cre-

ative in different ways and the 
meal participants keep them 
inspired, especially when it 
comes to the menus. 

“We’ve learned through the 
years what you like to eat, 
what you don’t like to eat – 
like tilapia. This bunch over 
here doesn’t like it, but that 
bunch at Fairfax, they love it,” 
she quipped. As for contribu-
tions, Slinkard thanked the at-
tendees who pay for the meals, 
noting money raised from the 
meals goes back to buying gro-
ceries for the meal program for 
the next week and month.

For the weekday lunch 

meals, at the Senior Nutrition 
programs in Pawhuska and 
Fairfax, Native American el-
ders and spouses over age 55 
pay a suggested $2 donation 
per meal and those under age 
55 are charged $6 per meal in-
cluding ON employees who are 
under age 55.

For more information, con-
tact the Elder Nutrition office 
at (918) 287-5454 in Pawhuska 
or (918) 287-5248 in Fairfax. 

To view the monthly Elder 
Nutrition lunch menu, visit 
its website at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-
do/elder-nutrition.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Sue Slinkard, director of the Osage Nation Elder Nutrition program, pres-
ents a plaque to Annetta Robertson as part of the Nation’s Elder Honors 
Day celebration on May 17 in Pawhuska. 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News 

Attendees of all ages gather balloons for a launch in celebrating the 2019 
Osage Nation Elder Honors Day held in observance of Older Americans 
Month on May 17. 

Daposka Ahnkodapi has a new superintendent and principal
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Daposka Ahnkodapi, the 
Osage Nation’s school, will 
be under new leadership next 
school year. 

Starting July 1, Patrick Mar-
tin will be the new superinten-
dent of Daposka Ahnkodapi. 
A graduate of the University 
of Kansas and Southern Naz-
arene University, Martin has 
more than two decades of ex-
perience in education, includ-
ing 16 years as principal of 
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 
School, a pre-kindergarten 
through eighth grade institu-
tion in northeast Tulsa. 

He is a citizen of the Osage 
Nation and the son of for-
mer Tribal Council member  
Bob Martin. 

Although he does not speak 
Osage, the younger Martin 
does have a background and 
interest in world languages, 
thanks in part to extensive 
travel internationally while 
working for the Catholic 
Church. For him, the chance to 
professionally combine his love 
of education and his tribe’s 
language was just too good to 
pass up. 

“I think when talking with 
the chief, I realized that 
Daposka Ahnkodapi is a great 
opportunity for me because of 
my education background,” he 
said. “I see a real need there 
to bring the school forward, 
improve upon existing school, 
carry it through to accredita-
tion. It will be a school that 
provides a future for Osage 
language and culture.”

In addition to a new super-
intendent, the school has a 
new principal. 

On May 13, Debra Atterber-
ry took over the role from in-
terim principal Joni Hall. 

A graduate of Northeast-
ern State University with 17 
years of teaching experience, 
Atterberry has worked for the 
Osage Nation since 2004 with 
stints in the language depart-
ment and self-governance of-
fice. She is a former member of 
the Osage Nation Congress. 

“I understand the impor-
tance of this position,” she said. 
“Educating children is a huge 
responsibility and one that 
can’t be taken lightly. In ad-
dition, we have the challenge 
of revitalizing our language. 
It is my passion to not only 
work for the Osage people, but 
to mentor young Osage educa-
tors who have the desire to do 
whatever it takes to develop a 
premier school that cultivates 
future fluent Osage speakers.” 

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

Debra Atterberry, former educator 
and Osage Nation Congresswom-
an, is the new principal of Daposka 
Ahnkodapi.

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

Patrick Martin, former principal of 
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic School 
in Tulsa, is the new superinten-
dent.
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library for families to peruse 
during operating hours.

8. Osage Indian Villages
  of Pawhuska, Hominy
  and Grayhorse

Visit the sites of the June In-
lonshka dances and commu-
nity buildings, if open. If you 
are visiting during the In-
lonshka, remember no pho-
tos are allowed of the dance 
and please be respectful to 
the district committee cooks. 

9. Osage Nation Ranch
Visit the Nation’s sprawl-
ing 43,000-acre ranch that 
houses Osage Nation cattle 
operations and roaming bi-
son. Please do not approach 
the bison, they are danger-
ous animals.

10. Bird Creek Farms

Located at 25235 State 
Hwy. 99 in Pawhuska, vis-
it the Nation’s Bird Creek 
Farms and get a tour of all 
that is growing in its fields. 
The monarch butterfly 
habitat is a must see.

11. Immaculate Conception 
   Catholic Church

Visit Pawhuska’s Catho-
lic church, located at 1314 
Lynn Ave., that has famous 
stained-glass windows de-
picting Osages. Individual 
Osages commissioned the 
windows and a tour is giv-
en for free.

12. Whitehair Memorial
Make an appointment to 
visit the Whitehair Me-
morial, located at Coun-
ty Road 5715, in between 
Hominy and Ralston, and 
unearth records and ge-
nealogy research of your 
Osage family.

 13. Tall Chief Theater
Make an appointment and 
tour the historic Tall Chief 
Theater, owned by the fa-
ther of famous ballerina 
Maria and Marjorie Tall 
Chief. The theater is locat-
ed in downtown Fairfax.

14. Hominy Murals
Visit Hominy and see the 
40 beautiful murals paint-
ed on its downtown build-
ings by artist Cha’ Tullis. 
Also take time to view the 
silhouettes of hilltop rid-
ing Osages atop Standpipe 
Hill about 10 miles west of 
Hominy. 

15. Osage Casinos
End your day with a visit 
to one of seven Osage Ca-
sinos and book your stay at 
one of its three hotels for a 
discounted rate using your 
Osage Nation member-
ship card. Each hotel and 
casino features delicious 
restaurants and the Tulsa 
Osage Casino has its own 
brewery. Catch a show at 
the Tulsa Casino’s Skyline 
Event Center. Learn more 
about what the Osage Ca-
sinos have to offer by vis-
iting its website at www.
osagecasino.com.

See more Osage Nation des-
tination photos on page 19.Osage Veterans Memorial
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F
rances Williams was 
born on Dec. 20, 1947, at 
the Pawhuska City Hos-
pital to parents Juanita 
Ware West (Hu tha doe 
win^) and Howard Ma-

lotte West Jr. (Pah hon leh ahk kah 
le). Her maternal grandparents are 
Joseph Ware and Lura Clopton Ware; 
her paternal grandparents are How-
ard Malotte West Sr. and Susie Pryor 
West. Her maternal great-grandpar-
ents are Eugene Ware (Ah hu me sah) 
and Edith Ware (Hum pah to kah); her 
paternal great-grandparents are Dan 
G. West (Ne wal la) and Fanny West 
(Pah pu son tsa). 

She has lived in the Grayhorse Indi-
an Village with her husband John Web-
ster Williams Sr. for 28 years and they 
will celebrate their 50th wedding an-
niversary on June 10. They have three 
children: John W. Jr., Stacey Lynn and 
Nicholas Joe. They have 10 grandchil-
dren: Dora Josephine, Autumn Griffin, 
John W., III (Sonny Boy), Isaac Reu-
ben, Mary Frances and Theodore Ham-
ilton, all of Pawhuska. Nicholas Joe 
II, Christian John and Jordan Gomez, 
all of Houston, Texas. They have three 
great-grandchildren: Tahzheka and 
Charles Supernaw, and Carter Hall.

She was raised in Tulsa and lived 
there until she married in 1969. She 
moved to Fayetteville, N.C., with 
her husband who was stationed at 
Ft. Bragg. They moved to Phoenix, 
Ariz., after her husband returned  
from Vietnam. 

“My husband’s occupation sent us to 
various places in the United States. We 
lived in the bottom of the Grand Can-
yon on the Havasupai Reservation, in 
Arizona. After a year we moved to the 
Tohono O’odham Reservation in the 
community of Santa Rosa. We lived in 
Duluth, Minn.; Socorro, N.M., work-
ing on the Alamo Navajo Reservation; 
Dulce, N.M., working on the Jicarilla 
Apache Reservation; the Winnebago 
Reservation in Nebraska, and Aber-
deen, S.D., working for Indian Health 
Services’ Area Office,” she said.

She was employed by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs as a Court Clerk for the 
Judge on the Havasupai Reservation. 
She worked as secretary for the Dean 
of Graduate Studies at the New Mexi-
co Institute of Mining and Technology. 
She stayed at home taking care of her 
children until 1984, when she was em-
ployed by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
as a clerk in Administration. Moving 
to South Dakota she was employed by 
IHS as an Accounting Tech, and after 
moving back to Oklahoma she was em-
ployed by IHS as the Budget Analyst. 

“I worked at the Pawnee Indian 
Health Service for 22 years before re-
tiring in 2014,” she said.

For her education she attended Mon-
te Cassino from kindergarten through 
graduation in 1966. She attended 
Oklahoma State University, North-
eastern University in Tahlequah, and 
St. John’s Hospital School of Radiology. 
She would later take accounting class-
es from New Mexico State University. 

Her Osage name is Hu tha doe 
win^ “One looking at the eagle.” She 
is Eagle Clan and was named by her 
great-grandfather Dan G. West.

“I was brought up in the Zon-Zon-Li 
District, but I married into the Pah-
Su-Lee District and so my husband 
and children and grandchildren are of 
the Pah-Su-Lee District. I was a cook 
for the Hominy District for almost 
22 years, and the Head Cook for four 
years. My father was the Head Com-
mitteeman for Charles Pratt for sev-
eral years after Uncle Harry RedEagle 
passed away,” she said. 

Osage News: What are your fondest 
memories of your childhood? 

Frances Williams: My fondest 
memories are of growing up around 

my family; grandparents, aunts, un-
cles, cousins. We were always cele-
brating birthdays, holidays. We had  
good times.

ON: How much has the world 
changed since you were young? 

Williams: The world has changed 

tremendously since I was young. It’s no 
longer safe for us to come and go as we 
please. My brothers and I would walk 
from our home (in Tulsa at 27th & Peo-
ria), to Brookside, go to the movies, go 
to the drugstore or TG&Y afterwards 
and walk back home. I was proba-
bly about nine and my brothers were 
younger. I wouldn’t let my adult chil-
dren do that now! We played outside 
and visited our friends back then, not 
looking at cell phones all of the time.

ON: Who are your heroes? 
Williams: I think that my heroes are 

our Native American people, especial-
ly our Osage ancestors. They endured 
a lot of obstacles just trying to live a 
daily life, but they persevered, and we 
are still here today despite the many 
attempts to annihilate us.

ON: What was the happiest moment 
of your life? 

Williams: I don’t have just one hap-
piest memory, I have many. Mainly the 
births of my children and grandchil-
dren, and now great-grandchildren. 
I am truly blessed to live to see three 
generations of children.

ON: What was your favorite decade 
and why? 

Williams: My favorite decade is the 
1950s. I enjoyed my childhood. Life 
seemed good back then. I knew how 
to entertain myself without television, 
video games, etc. I lived out in the 
country with my grandparents and I 

loved being outside walking all over, 
sometimes riding their horse, just be-
ing outdoors.

ON: What world events had the most 
impact on you? 

Williams: I believe that the Viet-
nam War had the most impact on me. 

I didn’t know much about war except 
for what I read about World Wars I 
and II, and Korea. My father and uncle 
were veterans, but they rarely spoke 
about it. When the United States be-
came heavily involved in Vietnam, I 
saw my husband, my brothers, cousins 
and friends go off to war. Some of them 
were wounded and worse, some were 
killed. War had become real. When 
these young men (my brother Danny 
was barely eighteen) came home they 
were not the same. The ravages of war 
had scarred them for life. This is why I 
try to do what I can to help these veter-
ans deal with life after war.

ON: What would you tell your 
20-year-old self? 

Williams: If I had something to say 
to my 20-year-old self, it would be to 
“calm down and finish your education!”  
No one can ever take your education 
away from you. It’s something that you 
will always have.

ON: What is your motto? 
Williams: I suppose my motto is 

“you have to roll with the punches.” 

There are good times and difficult 
times, when you fall off a horse you 
gotta get back on the horse. When life 
disappoints you or you have setbacks, 
you have to let it go and move on. There 
seems to be many more good times 

than bad times. Don’t dwell on the bad, 
look forward.

ON: What is your greatest regret?
Williams: My greatest regret is not 

having finished college.
ON: What is your greatest achieve-

ment?
Williams: My greatest achievement 

is living to be 71!! God saved me so many 
times! On a serious note, my greatest 
achievement is raising three children 
who gave me nine grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. Also, see-
ing the Osage Nation Veterans Me-
morial actually built and dedicated by 
this past Veterans Day was one of the 
most wonderful accomplishments I can 
think of, besides being appointed to the 
Veterans Memorial Commission along 
with four very honorable Osage veter-
ans by Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear. 
I have wanted to see something built 
honoring our Osage veterans since I 
was a young adult. To have been a part 
of it was beyond my wildest dreams

Elders Series

Frances Williams
by Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage News

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

LEFT: Frances Williams stands in front of the 
Osage Veterans Memorial. She is a member 
of the Osage Veterans Memorial Commission 
and helped design the memorial. 

Courtesy Photo

ABOVE: Frances Williams’ senior picture from 
Monte Cassino. 

Courtesy Photo

Frances and John Williams Sr. with their parents on their wedding day.

Courtesy Photo

Frances Williams at three years of age.

Courtesy Photo

Frances and John Williams Sr. on their wed-
ding day on June 10, 1969.
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White House approves
Emergency Declaration for 
Osage County, and others
Osage News

Governor Kevin Stitt announced that President Donald Trump has approved 
the state’s request for an emergency declaration for 10 Oklahoma Counties.

Counties included in the emergency declaration are Haskell, Kay, Le Flore, 
Muskogee, Noble, Osage, Pawnee, Sequoyah, Tulsa, and Wagoner.

The declaration authorizes federal resources to assist state and local gov-
ernments as they continue to respond to the widespread, significant flooding. 
These resources may include industrial size generators, bottled water, cots and 
blankets, according to a release.

State authorities will continue to assess the need for additional federal 
disaster aid to cover further response and recovery costs, including possible 
federal assistance for homeowners impacted by flooding. Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Emergency Management is working with FEMA and local emergen-
cy management officials to secure all eligible assistance warranted by these  
dangerous floods.

“We appreciate the President’s prompt response to our request for federal aid 
and we will continue to stay in close touch with the White House and federal 
authorities as we try to help communities keep their residents safe from this 
deadly flooding,” said Gov. Stitt in the release. “Many Oklahoma communities 
have been hit hard, and we will be doing everything possible to help them today 
in their time of need and in the weeks to come.”

Oklahoma remains under a statewide declaration of emergency.

Osage financial assistance
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear said the ON Financial Assistance 

Director Jennifer Oberly has been updating the executive branch daily on appli-
cant needs from those affected by the flooding. Standing Bear said according to 
a report he received on May 24, there is a balance of $60,000 plus to help those 
in need. The office offers up to $1,000 in Crisis Assistance per Osage with no 
age limit. 

Congresswomen Shannon Edwards, Alice Goodfox and other members of 
Congress have reached out to Standing Bear and said they will appropriate 
more money to the financial assistance office if needed.

Call the Financial Assistance office at (918) 287-5325 for Crisis Assistance. 
Osage homeowners that sustained damage to their home from the storms 
may apply for repair work of up to $1,000. Applications are available online 
at https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/financial-assistance?fb-
clid=IwAR1gJBHrvvN0yFbz2jKiXbEWw7T78s0TYXtolRTJFYNqOcdQ0tfUx-
RgRMF8

Photo by Miranda Graham

The Woodland High School football field in Fairfax and surrounding area was under water 
May 21. 

Photo by Miranda Graham

A home stays dry behind levees in a field next to Highway 18 north of Fairfax on May 21.

Courtesy Photo/Bates Shaw

The road leading out of Fairfax to the Grayhorse Indian Village was flooded on May 21. 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

ABOVE: Highway 20 leading out of Skiatook was under water as Skiatook Police and 
other safety personnel monitored the roads on May 21. 

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

BELOW: Crisis Assistance is available for Osage Nation enrolled members. Osage 
homeowners that sustained damage to their homes from the May 20 storm may ap-
ply for repair work of up to $1,000. For more information call the Financial Assistance 
office at (918) 287-5325.

https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/financial-assistance

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Pawhuska’s Bird Creek was at its maximum capacity of 23 feet on May 21 after Osage County 
had a day-and-a-half of rain and thunderstorms. The Osage Nation’s Bird Creek Farms is on the  
creek’s shores.
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please join us for

Voices From 
the Drum

Honoring our participating Osage artists
 

Wednesday, June 26, 2019
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

 

OSAGE MUSEUM GROUNDS
OSAGE NATION CAMPUS

PAWHUSKA, OK
 

This event is underwritten through the generosity of
NANCY PILLSBURY SHIRLEY

&
THE ED & H PILLSBURY FOUNDATION

NCO Spring Gathering features language and culture presentations
Benny Polacca
Osage News

WOODLAND, Calif. – The North-
ern California Osage spring gathering 
drew more than 50 attendees to hear 
various presentations focusing on 
Osage language and culture on April 
27 on a clear sunny day.

The NCO hosted the outdoor gather-
ing at Nelson’s Grove where it hosted 
its fall 2018 gathering in November. 
Attendees came from various parts of 
the region including the San Francis-
co Bay Area, Sonoma County and the 
nearby Sacramento metropolitan area.

Keir Johnson-Reyes, who sits on the 
NCO steering committee, welcomed at-
tendees and said the event is held for 
“celebrating who we are, our connection 
to our Osage people … we’re a bit dis-
connected physically, but we do these 
types of gatherings to ensure that we 
can come together and feel that connec-
tion and feel encouraged to go home.”

At the invitation of the NCO plan-
ning committee, ON language and cul-
ture department employees traveled 
from Oklahoma to deliver presenta-
tions and a workshop to the attendees 
that day. 

Osage Nation cultural department 
officials including Language Depart-
ment Director Vann Bighorse attend-
ed and delivered an overview of the 
department he oversees. Bighorse, a 
former Bureau of Indian Affairs em-
ployee, also worked as the Wah-Zha-
Zhe Cultural Center director in earlier 
years and said his interest in the Osage 

language started in childhood. Big-
horse started by sharing a recollection 
that prompted his interest in the Osage 
language when he was younger.

“I was at a place helping out and this 
old man said ‘Ni-Ko^bra’ and he expect-
ed me to know that, I didn’t know it,” 
said Bighorse who remembered grow-
ing up with elders who spoke the Osage 
language with each other, but not with 
him at the time. The man then trans-
lated what he was saying to Bighorse 
– “’I want some water,’ so I had to get 
him some water and so from that day, 
I always remembered what that meant 
and so from then on, I always wanted 
to learn my language,” Bighorse said.

In the early 2000s, Bighorse started 
attending language classes taught by 

Herman “Mogri” Lookout, who is now 
the master teacher for the Language 
Department. “I was very excited, I was 
on fire to learn the Osage language … 
it’s really a beautiful language.”

Today the Nation’s language de-
partment offers community classes 
taught in several locations in-person, 
as well as online language resourc-
es including two apps for Apple and  
Android devices.

“Our mission is to revitalize the 
Osage language to its purest form and 
to teach our people to speak Osage 
within the realm of our unique ways 
and daily conversation, our endeavors 
will be unwavering, our future depends 
on it,” Bighorse said. He added that 
efforts to carry on the language are 

important to maintain Osage cultural 
identity. 

“One of these days, people are going 
to look at us and they’re going to say 
‘do you have a language? Do you have 
a land base? Do you have a culture?’ 
You’ve got to have those three things, 
that’s what makes us unique … If we 
don’t have those things, who are we?” 
Bighorse said, adding he thanked the 
ON Congress for its annual support of 
the language and culture departments 
for the operations to interact with  
the public.

Bighorse led the attendees through 
pronunciation exercises with the Osage 
language orthography and also ap-
plauded the efforts of other California 
Osages including Johnson-Reyes who 
visits Oklahoma on occasion, includ-
ing during the June Inlonshka dances 
when Osages (near and far) return to 
participate in the three village ceremo-
nial dances.

Bighorse also encouraged attend-
ees to download the two available lan-
guage apps to practice using the Osage 
language which are “Wahzhazhe” and 
“Sonny Goes to School.”  

Johnson-Reyes, who has learned 
more about the culture and language 
from Osages including Bighorse during 
his visits, honored Bighorse after his 
presentation with a Pendleton blan-
ket featuring the custom design sold 
through the ON Foundation. “I took 
the opportunity in front of the partici-
pants of our gathering to honor a good 

All photos by CODY HAMMER/Osage News

A group photo of all the attendees and presenters that came out to the spring gathering in 
Woodland, California on April 27.

(Left-Right) Chuck Maker, Vanessa Moore, Dana Bear, John HorseChief, Kier Johnson Reyes 
and Chelsea Bryan pose for one final photo as the meeting commences on April 27, in Wood-
land California.

Attendees of all ages got to participate in making a little girl shawl 
in Woodland, California on April 27.

Vanessa Moore for the Wah-Zha-Zhe Cultural Center 
assists an attendee at the spring gathering in Wood-
land, California on April 27.

Attendees show their shawls during the spring gathering in 
Woodland California on April 27.

See more photos on Page 15

See nCO
—Continued  on Page 15
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A burial service for Jinx Norene Deal Geurin will be Saturday, June 22, 
2019 at 10:30am, in Barnsdall OK, at the Bigheart Cemetery located on 
Highway 11. A dinner will be held at the Civic Center in Pawhuska OK 
(1449 W. Main Street) at 12:30pm, following the burial service. The family 
welcomes any friends that would like to attend.

Jinx Norene Deal Geurin, went to be with the Great Spirit on November 
21, 2018. She was surrounded by many who loved her.

Jinx was born on December 22, 1942 to Jim and Josephine Deal in Barns-
dall, Oklahoma where she grew up and attended school with her sisters 
Jolene, Julia and Janie. She was the great granddaughter of Chief James Big-
heart and she was very proud of her Osage heritage. She helped many people 
including her family here, in California, Colorado and Oregon participate 
and learn about the traditional ways of the Osage people. She was a partici-
pant of the dances by helping her own family dressing and anyone else who 
needed her assistance. 

Any given year she could have twenty or more family members in her 
home and anyone else that needed a place to stay during the Osage Indian 
Dances. She always made everyone feel welcomed and loved. She left her 
mark on a lot of people and it was everyone’s privilege to meet her and to 
become her friend.

During the dances, one way she would help would be to donate money 
to the cooks and make sure the family appreciated all the hard work done 
during that time. Many were grateful for her kindness and generosity.

Jinx loved living in Pawhuska and the people she got to know there. She 
never met a stranger. Another way she contributed to the Pawhuska com-
munity was sponsoring a little girl to take ballet lessons. Jinx was very active 
in Osage politics as well as the Osage Mineral Council and Congress.  She 
was also a member of the auxiliary and participated in many of its activities.

“Jinxie” as she was known by many loved to go to the casinos and was quite 
lucky. She also spent time with many friends and enjoyed going to dinner or 
just spending time together.

She leaves behind a son, Jim Backward and wife Cheryl of Claremore, a 
daughter, Sidney Plummer and ’ Nelson Plummer of Sperry, a son, Amos Te-
cumseh Jr. of Tulsa, sisters, Julia Seals of Claremore, and Florence Deal and a 
brother Sam Deal and several grandchildren, and great grandchildren, along 
with many cousins, nieces, nephews and friends. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Howard Geurin, her parents, James C. Deal and Josephine 
(Williams) Deal, sisters, Jolene Campbell, Janie Deal, Joy and Jeannie Deal, 
Mary Deal and brother, Charles (Sonny) Deal.

Remembering
Jinx Norene Deal Geurin

All photos by
CODY HAMMER

Osage News

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Employees round up cattle at the Osage Nation Ranch on April 29.

Heating up the brands at the Osage Nation Ranch on April 29.

ONR employees branding called at the Osage Nation Ranch on April 29.

Cowboys move cattle from one pasture to the other at the Osage Nation Ranch on April 29.

A ONR employee blocks the road as cattle pass through at the Osage Nation Ranch on April 29.

Keeping a steady flow on the pasture at the Osage Nation Ranch on April 29.

An employee rushes in to block off 
an area at the Osage Nation Ranch 
on April 29.

Smoke from singeing fur rises as 
employees brand cattle at the 
Osage Nation Ranch on April 29.
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man, Mr. Vann Bighorse, who has con-
tributed so much to the perpetuation 
of our culture; he’s been an invaluable 
mentor to me and many, many other 
Osages,” Johnson-Reyes said.

The gathering also featured WCC 
workshop presentations by John Hor-
sechief and Vanessa Moore. Horsechief 
led the participants in making men’s 
chokers and Moore led participants in 
fringing a scarf-size shawl. 

“I feel that our gatherings are hit-
ting a new stride,” Johnson-Reyes said. 
“We’ve contended with our fair share 
of transitions over the last few years, 
but our coordinating committee is con-
tinually impressed to see familiar faces 
returning each time we gather. 

“We are so appreciative of the contri-
butions from the Cultural Center, Lan-
guage Department, and our Nation. 
Their guidance and generosity of time, 
materials, resources, and efforts en-
hance what we do in so many ways. The 
presentations and activities from both 
the Cultural Center and Language De-
partment were very well received and 
people left satisfied that they learned 
about ways to get involved in our lan-
guage program, make chokers, and 
fringe shawls. 

“There is such a wealth of knowledge 
and heart for our people in these two 
departments, we could not be happier 

to work with them. What stands out 
most are the relationships we’re forg-
ing together,” he said. 

Attendees Carol Arata and Jef-
frey Escallier both sent thanks to 
the NCO after the gathering for “a  
great meeting.”

Attendee Paula Surber Lockwood 
also expressed thanks for the presen-
tations too and said she took the men’s 
choker home that she worked on to fin-
ish later and shared a photo of it com-
pleted on the NCO Facebook page.

In addition to the April 27 gather-
ing, the NCO steering committee also 
invited WCC Director Addie Hudgins 
to visit the region to also deliver work-
shop classes in-person that were also 
featured live on Facebook. NCO steer-
ing committee member Chelsea Bryan 
invited NCO page followers to attend 
the workshops in-person at the Native 
American Health Center in Richmond, 
Calif., or to follow online to make 
shawls on four separate dates in April 
and May. 

For more information on services 
and culture classes offered by the WCC, 
the Pawhuska office can be reached at 
(918) 287-5632 or online at: https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-
are/cultural-center 

For more information on Osage lan-
guage resources and classes, call (918) 
287-5505 or visit the ON Language 
Department website at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/lan-
guage-department

nCO 
–from Page 13

All Photos by CODY HAMMER / Osage News

Osage Nation Language Department Director Vann Bighorse, presented small lessons about 
the Osage language in Woodland, California on April 27.

Carol Arata shows Osage cultural items in her family that are generations old during the 
Northern California Osage spring gathering in Woodland, California on April 27.

Attendees also made Osage men’s chokers during the spring gathering in Woodland, Cali-
fornia on April 27.

Carter Rogers wins first in 
Java Programming at
national business competition
Osage News

Carter Rogers, a junior at Woodland 
High School in Fairfax, won first place 
in Java Programming at the Business 
Professionals of America’s National 
Conference in Anaheim, California, on 
May 4. 

“If you want something, work hard 
for it, put your whole being into it,” 
he said in a ON Communi-cations re-
lease. “A year ago, I never would have 
thought I’d be placing First at a Na-
tional competi-tion. My only advice to 
anybody who thinks their goals are im-
possible is this, Wah.Shka^ and don’t 
be afraid to fail.” 

He won second place in the state 
BPA competition earlier this year by 
creating a JAVA program that sort-
ed employees by name and ID. At the 
national competition he was tasked 
to design a program that simulated a 
stoplight function and completed the 
stages of green, yellow and red in 30 
minutes. He bested 75 competitors. 

Rogers is a student in the BITE Pro-
gram at the Pioneer Technology Cen-
ter in Ponca City and is also a former 
Osage Nation Summer Youth intern 
where he interned in the Nation’s In-
formation Technol-ogy Department. 
Rogers said he plans to attend a uni-
versity in pursuit of a Computer Sci-

ence relat-ed degree upon graduation 
from high school. 

For more information about the 
Summer Youth Program at Osage 
Nation contact Tim Lookout at (918) 
287-5325 or email at financial-assist@
osagenation-nsn.gov 

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Carter Rogers, a junior at Woodland High 
School in Fairfax, won first place in Java Pro-
gramming at the Business Professionals of 
America’s National Conference in Anaheim, 
California.

Letters to the Editor: If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, 

please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, 

Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters 

must be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited for 

grammar, clarity and space.
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Acknowledging
Indigenous Canadians
Ruby Hansen Murray
Culture Columnist

I spent May in the Canadian Rock-
ies working with celebrated novelist 
Eden Robinson. A member of the 
Haisla and Heiltsuk First Nations, 
Robinson is the author of several 
novels, most recently Son of Trick-
ster, a fast moving trilogy based on 
Haisla trickster myths.

A residency at the Banff Centre for 
Arts and Creativity offers concert-
ed time to write, talented mentors 
and the companionship of gifted col-
leagues. Programs support drama, 
dance, animation, visual arts and 
literary arts from journalism to spo-
ken word. Set among rugged snow-
capped mountains, the Centre is 
located outside Banff, a town about 
80 miles west of Calgary, Alberta. 

Banff National Park was Canada’s 
first park. In 1877, the government 
had extinguished the aboriginal title 
to the land with the signing of Trea-
ty 7. The park was created in 1885 
in the midst of competition over the 
development of local hot springs. The 
Canadian Pacific Railway built the 
Banff Springs Hotel and Chateau 
Lake Louise for wealthy tourists. 
Then, during World War I, immi-
grants from Eastern Europe interned 
in Alberta built roads that brought 
more visitors. By 2018, four million 
people traveled in the park. 

Canada’s French/English bilingual-
ism is one aspect of its multicultural-
ism. The elevator’s mechanical voice 
announces troisième étage, Wheat 
Thins become Fins Au Blé, “Fine 
with Wheat,” and is noted to be sans 
aromes ni colarants artficiels. Signs 
appear on the doors warning of ag-
gressive elk cows: “Les femelles de 
wapitis sont dangereuses!”

The Centre prints the following in-
digenous land acknowledgement in 
program literature: 

‘Banff Centre for Arts and Creativ-
ity is located in Treaty 7 territory. We 
acknowledge the past, present, and 
future generations of Stoney Nakoda, 
Blackfoot and Tsuut’ina Nations who 
help us steward this land, as well as 
honour and celebrate this place.’

Caroline Adderson, the Program 
Director of the Writing Studio, also 
includes the Métis Nation of Alberta, 
Region 3, and ends with gratitude to 
the first peoples for “allowing us to 
create here.” While I wonder whether 
indigenous people exert much control 
over this land, Banff offers multiple 
indigenous programs. 

I attended a pre-premiere of 
Mînowin, a performance by The 
Dancers of Damelahamid, a North-
west Coastal company. Dancers used 
striking regalia and carved masks 
against imaginative light and sets to 
create mythic worlds of traditional 
stories. They danced loon and king-
fisher diving and muskrat bring-
ing earth from underwater. Killer 
whales accented in neon blue filled 
an underwater world and fireweed 
emerged as the first sign of rebirth  
after devastation.  

Terrence Houle, an artist and 
member of the Kainai Nation, curat-
ed Ghost Days: Making Art of Spirit, 
a three-week exploration of “conjur-
ing and medium-ship.” The exhibit 
marking the end of their program 
layered the seen and unseen. One 
installation created designs on cel-
lophane that projected an inverse 
world in shadow. 

In May, there was programming 
related to the local Truth and Recon-

ciliation process. Several non-Native 
Canadian writers told me earnestly 
how much better things are in Can-
ada than the United States for na-
tive people, which contradicts my 
impressions from news reports and 
Native Twitter. At Banff, each indig-
enous person I ask about the Truth 
and Reconciliation process simply 
rolls their eyes. Marilyn Dumont, 
an award-winning Métis and Cree, 
scholar and poet, tells me she’s not 
attending the anniversary conversa-
tion. She talks about the work indig-
enous people have done to educate 
Canadians during the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Process, the lack of mean-
ingful progress or funding or serious 
effort to address historic damages. 

At Banff, it’s a challenge to balance 
the creative work that brought you 
with the cultural and natural rich-
ness around you. There are individ-
ual music studios with grand pianos. 
The glass-walled library overlooks 
Banff and the Bow River, a wide 
blue-green ribbon that flows toward 
peaks rising above valley floor. Elk 
graze on the lawn outside the music 
building. The largest mule deer I’ve 
ever seen are still in velvet; a big 
horn sheep stands on Sulphur Moun-
tain. The campus is full of lodgepole 
pine and Engelmann spruce, ravens 
and magpies. 

My time with Eden Robinson was 
too short. At the Institute of Amer-
ican Indian Arts, Robinson was the 
generous mentor sharing her knowl-
edge with all of the students while 
her laugh rang out above us all. 

“We need indigenous novels,” she 
tells me. 

Her Trickster trilogy, set in and 
around Vancouver and Kitimaat 
in British Columbia, includes in-
digenous teens and feuding grand-
mothers, social and economic 
struggles and heart-warming con-
nections. Jerod, the teen protagonist 
of Son of Trickster, the first of the 
trilogy, tiptoes between his divorced 
father and rageful mother—who once 
nail-gunned a partner to the floor. Je-
rod uses the proceeds from his weed-
laced cookie sales to keep his father’s 
family afloat until his disability 
check comes in.  As Jerod begins to 
learn the truth about his identity, 
he negotiates both family problems 
and supernatural forces. In Trickster 
Drift, the second of the trilogy, Jared, 
new to recovery, struggles to put his 
life together.  I imagine this series 
will draw young readers, although, 
some may object to the mother and 
grandmother’s conflict includes salty 
language. 

Marilyn Dumont once wrote that 
writing “allows a space for my voice 
and sense of self.” I felt that clarity of 
voice at Banff, and I appreciated the 
chance to be with indigenous artists 
and writers.

Ruby Hansen Murray

 Through the
WahZhaZhe Looking Glass

Courtesy Photo/Shadlow Family Collection 1979

Hominy Inlonshka. 

Courtesy Photo/Wahzhazhe Cultural Center

Washinka Sabe (Black Bird) dressed for the dances-no date. 

Courtesy Photo/Wahzhazhe Cultural Center

Mo-she-ta-moie (Moves on High) Big Chief band. 1912.
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Boone receives Big 12 Conference First Team honors
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

STILLWATER — As the 
regular season draws to a close 
for college baseball teams, an 
Osage slugger is picking up 
some accolades. 

On May 21, the Big 12 
Conference announced the 

coaches’ selections for the all 
conference baseball teams. 
Among the honorees was 
Osage Nation citizen Trevor 
Boone, who was the lone first 
team selection from Oklahoma 
State University. 

The right handed junior 
from Tulsa has hit a Big 12-
best 18 home runs to go along 

with a .297 batting average. 
He leads the Cowboys with 46 
runs batted in and 17 multi-
hit games. Boone’s .674 slug-
ging percentage is first in the 
conference, and he ranks sec-
ond in total bases with 118.

With a pair of three-home 
run games this season against 
the University of Kansas 
and the University of Texas, 
Boone set an OSU record as 
he became the first Cowboy to 
ever record three three-homer 
games in a career.

Boone found out about the 
news by walking into the lock-
er room and being congratu-
lated by his teammates and 
coaches, prompting a quick so-
cial media check to figure out 
exactly what was going on. 

“I looked on Twitter and 
there it was,” he said. “It’s just 
an honor.” 

Earlier in the month, Boone 
was also one of three Cowboys 
named to the academic all-con-
ference second team. Selection 
to an academic all-conference 
team is limited to student-ath-
letes with a grade point aver-
age of 3.0 or higher. 

The Cowboys finished the 
regular season with a 33-17 
overall record. With their reg-
ular season finale against Bay-
lor rained out, OSU opened the 
Big 12 Tournament in Okla-

homa City at the Chickasaw 
Bricktown Ballpark on May 
22. As the third seed going 
into the tournament they de-
feated No. 6 seed TCU with a 
5-2 victory, with Boone adding 
a home run. Winners of seven 
of their last eight games go-
ing into the conference tour-
nament, the Cowboys hope to 

host a regional tournament at 
Allie P. Reynolds Stadium at 
the end of the month. 

“The chemistry on this team 
is unreal,” he said. “We’re just 
trying to go one pitch at a time 
while staying together and 
staying positive.” 

A member of the Pawhuska 
District, Boone is the son of 

Gayla Carnagey. His younger 
sister, Rylie, has signed a let-
ter of intent to play softball at 
the University of Oklahoma, 
thus making their house a di-
vided one come fall. 

“My mom said she’d wear 
black during Bedlam,” he said 
with a chuckle. “It’s a neutral 
color, or so she said.”

Courtesy Photo/OSU Athletics

Trevor Boone, Osage, leads the OSU Cowboys with 46 runs batted in and 17 multi-hit games. Boone’s .674 slug-
ging percentage is first in the conference, and he ranks second in total bases with 118.

Courtesy Photo/OSU Athletics

Trevor Boone, a member of the 
Pawhuska District, is a first team 
selection for the Big 12 Conference 
for the OSU Cowboys.

Pearson named Allstate 
All-American for
soccer achievements
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News 

Peyton Pearson, a goal-
keeper for the Broken Arrow 
Tigers, is a 2019 Allstate 
All-American. 

She was named to the in-
augural team on May 7 that 
recognizes 250 players, with 
80 to compete in the first-ev-
er Allstate Cup this summer. 
The Allstate All-American 
honor is in recognition of the 
top high school soccer play-
ers in the country for their 
on-field achievements. 

“To be named an All-Amer-
ican I think is pretty cool. 
Because I’m from Oklaho-
ma and I’m the only person 
from Oklahoma to get it, and 
it’s their inaugural year,” 
Pearson said in an interview 
with Arrow Vision, a pro-
gram of Broken Arrow Pub-
lic Schools. “I’m one of the 
first people to get it – in the 
country.” 

According to MaxPreps.
com, Pearson is ranked 26th 
in the country and 3rd in 
Oklahoma. She is one of only 
125 girls in the country to be 
selected. The top 80 players 
– 40 male and 40 female – 
will be selected to play in the 
Allstate Cup games on July 
31 in Orlando.

Both games will be host-
ed on July 31, with the boys’ 
match kicking off at 12 p.m. 
ET and the girls’ match fol-
lowing at 2 p.m. ET. The 
games will be aired live ex-
clusively on ESPNU and 
via the ESPN app. The 80 
All-Americans who partici-
pate in the Allstate Cup will 
also be honored on the field 
during halftime of the 2019 
MLS All-Star Game present-
ed by Target, according to a 
MaxPreps.com release.

“She’s really gained a 
lot of confidence in herself 
and it exudes and shows 
to the girls on the field 
and they follow in her foot-
steps,” said Kasey Counts, 
Broken Arrow Girls Soccer 
Coach, in an interview with  
Arrow Vision. 

“She’s definitely one of the 

top goal keepers I’ve ever 
coached,” she said.

According to the release, 
four soccer legends will be 
coaching the teams at the 
Allstate Cup. Former U.S. 
women’s national team 
standouts and Olympic gold 
medalists Julie Foudy and 
Brandi Chastain will join 
former Major League Soc-
cer and U.S. men’s national 
team members Taylor Twell-
man and Brian McBride to 
coach and mentor these tal-
ented high school players, 
according to the release.

Peyton and her sister 
Presli, who plays forward 
for the Tigers, have verbal-
ly committed to play soccer 
at Kansas State University 
upon graduation. They just 
finished their junior year at 
Broken Arrow High School. 
Their parents are Kimberly 
(Revard) Pearson and Scott 
Pearson and they are from 
the Grayhorse District. They 
are the granddaughters of 
former Osage Nation Con-
gressman Doug Revard. 

Courtesy Photo

Peyton Pearson has been select-
ed as a 2019 Allstate All-Ameri-
can for her achievements on the 
soccer field. 

Osage County students win big at
this year’s Track State Championships

Osage County athletes 
cleaned up at the State Track 
championship this year. 
Schools and winners in each 
event are as follows:

Pawhuska Huskies – 
2A Track State Champions 

• Mason Gilkey – 
Freshman, 4 Gold, 400 
Meter Dash, 4x100 Meter 
Relay, 4x200 Meter Relay, 
and 4x400 Meter Relay

• Jack Long – Freshman, 2 
Gold, 4x100 Meter Relay 
and 4x200 Meter Relay

 
Pawhuska Lady Huskies – 
2A Track State Runner-Up 

• Alyssa Reynolds – Junior, 
2 Gold in the 4x200 Meter 
Relay and the 4x400 
Meter Relay, and 2nd in 
the 4x100 Meter Relay

• Bobbi Walker – 

Sophomore State Qualifier 

in the Girls 100 Meter 

Hurdles and 300 Meter 

Hurdles

 

Hominy Bucks –  

2A State Track 

• Amos Satepauhoodle 

– Junior, Silver in the 

Discus

Courtesy Photo/Lauren Redeagle

Jack Long and Mason Gilkey with their nephew Bronson 
Redeagle.

Courtesy Photo

Alyssa Reynolds

Courtesy Photo

Bobbi Walker

Courtesy Photo

Amos Satepauhoodle
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Congratulations to all the Graduates
This list was compiled by the Osage Nation Education Department and lists 

those Osage college graduates that received the Osage Nation Higher Education 
Scholarship. 

Sean D Seabridge, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Doctor of Philosophy, Clinical Psychology, 

Christian C Bills, OK, University of Central Oklahoma, 
Bachelor of Business Administration, Business Finance, 

Kassidee G Rexwinkle, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Psychology 

Lauren A (Atterberry) Malone, AZ, University of Phoenix , 
Master of Management, Business 

Michael L Sparks, IN, Indiana University School of Medicine
Doctor of Medicine, Medicine 

Jordan M Edmundson, LA, Louisiana Tech University, 
Bachelor of Arts, Psychology, SP19, Honors: Cum Laude

David C Driskill, OK, University of Oklahoma, 
Master of Education, Adult and Higher Education  

 (emphasis: Intercollegiate Athletics)

Jesse D Dove, FL, Florida Atlantic University,
Bachelor of Arts, Psychology

Justin F Tisdale, OK, University of Oklahoma, 
Bachelor of Arts, Classics (minor: History),  

 Honors: Summa Cum Laude

Samuel G Lockett, OK, Rogers State University, 
Bachelor of Science , Business Administration (minor: Management) 

Tyler R Thompson, LA, Louisiana Tech University, 
Master of Science, Business Administration, FA18, 

Katelyn J Faught, OK, Northeastern State University, 
Bachelor of Arts, Communication Studies 

Dana R Speight, AR, University of Arkansas, 
Doctor of Philosophy, Curriculum (emphasis: Instruction),

Lisa M Taylor, OK, Kansas State University, 
Master of Science, Educational Leadership,

Kaitlin M Ducotey, OK, Northeastern Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Business Administration, Business Administration

Rachel M Blackwell, OK, Northeastern State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Early Childhood Education

Reed W Koutelas, MO, University of Missouri, 
Bachelor of Journalism, Print and Digital News (emphasis: Sports Journalism) 

Christopher A Price, NY, Wells College, 
Bachelor of Arts, Art, SP19, 

Irene R Kimball, MD, Towson University, 
Bachelor of Science, Psychology (emphasis: Concentration in Criminal Justice)

Irene, R, Kimball, MD, Towson University, 
Bachelor of Science, Sociology - Anthropology  

 (emphasis: Concentration in Criminal Justice)

Stephanie R Whitworth, OK, University of Oklahoma,
Bachelor of Science, Computer Science,

Jaelyn I McMillen, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Zoology

Maxwell N Murray, NY, New York University, 
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Drama

Emma V RedCorn-Dye, OK, Tulsa Community College,
Certificate of Mastery, Early Childhood (emphasis: Child Development)

Emma V RedCorn-Dye, OK, Tulsa Community College, 
Certificate of Directors Credential, Early Childhood  

 (emphasis: Child Development)

Taylor M Neill, MO, University of Missouri - Kansas City, 
Bachelor of Arts, Theatre

Cameryn A Lacy, GA, Georgia State University, 
Bachelor of Arts, Sociology, FA18, 

James C Ballew, OK, Northeastern State University, 
Bachelor of Arts, English Education, SP19, 

Ella K McGreevy, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Natural Resource Ecology and Management, SP19, 

Kelcey W Johnson, KS, Wichita State University, 
Master of Arts, Communication Sciences and Disorders 

Taylor D Jones (Ritarita), UT, Western Governors University, 
Master of Education,  Learning and Technology 

Rachel E Gore (MacIntyre), WI, Madison Area Technical College –  
Online Program, 

Technical Diploma, Optometric Technician 

Andrew J Mlady, OK, Oklahoma State University – College of  
Osteopathic Medicine, 

Doctor of Osteopathy , Osteopathic Medicine 

Hope G Boring, TX, University of North Texas, 
Bachelor of Arts, Converged Broadcast Media 

Morgan L Kidder, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Strategic Communication 

Alexandria L Wheeler, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Communication Sciences and Disorders 

Robert B Welson, TX, Remington College -Webster, 
Associate of Applied Science, Medical Assistant, SP19, 

Shannon E Lane, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Arts, Sociology

Lyndsey E Weeks, FL, University of Miami, 
Bachelor of Business Administration, Real Estate Finance

Braden S Edwards, OK, University of Tulsa, 
Bachelor of Science, Electrical Engineering

Kate A Grover, MO, Missouri Valley College, 
Bachelor of Science, Agricultural Business

Mackenzie W McDowell, MA, Northeastern University, 
Master of Sports Leadership, Sports Leadership 

Leslie A Davidson, FL, Keiser University, 
Associate of Science, Medical Administrative Billing and Coding

Justin L Tisdale, OK, University of Oklahoma, 
Bachelor of Arts, Classical Languages and History

Kami E Nimitz, KA, University of Kansas, 
Doctor of Pharmacy, Pharmacy

Melissa M McBride, TX, University of Texas at Arlington, 
Bachelor of Science, Nursing

Matthew J Kepford, OK, Oklahoma State University –  
College of Osteopathic Medicine,

Doctor of Osteopathy, Osteopathic Medicine

Gavin R Boone, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Business Administration  

 (minor: Finance, Accounting and Energy Finance)

Brooklynn S Sepulvado, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Graphic Design (minor: Marketing, Art History) 

Cecilia D Hayes, NY, Columbia University –  
College of Physicians and Surgeons, 

Doctor of Medicine, Medicine 

Matthew J Thomas, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Master of Science, Business Administration 

Lili I Mullen, CA, California State University - Long Beach, 
Bachelor of Science, Nursing

Kona R Wunsch, AZ, Grand Canyon University, 
Bachelor of Science, Computer Science 

Corey A Maker, OK, Cameron University, 
Bachelor of Arts, Social Studies Education 

Farrin L Smith, OK, University of Oklahoma, 
Bachelor of Science, Dental Hygiene 

Alison R Hausner, OK, University of Tulsa - College of Law, 
Juris Doctor, Law 

Amanda N Baker, KA, Haskell Indian Nations University, 
Associate of Arts, Para Professional Education

Emma L Bigheart, OK, University of Central Oklahoma, 
Bachelor of Arts, Psychology

Michael, L, Sparks, IN, Indiana University - School of Medicine, 
Doctor of Medicine, Medicine

Henry W Sparks, IN, Purdue University, 
Bachelor of Science, Biology 

Katherine R Victor, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science

Katherine, R, Victor, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Arts, French

Katherine E Ribera, MI, Covenant Theological Seminary, 
Master of Arts, Counseling 

Abigail H Camargo, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Design, Housing and Merchandising 

Tonya C Caves, NH, Southern New Hampshire University, 
Master of Business Administration, Business 

Charis J Tinker (Ellis), CO, Colorado State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Chemical and Biological Engineering 

Jeremy J Tuner, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Master of Science, Information Assurance 

Jessica D Moore, OK, Northern Oklahoma College, Associate of Arts, 
Early Childhood Development 

Andrew C Creighton, CA, Texas A&M University, 
Master of Engineering, Civil Engineering

Andrew E Head, FL, University of West Florida, 
Bachelor of Science, Mechanical Engineering

Johus C Hopkins, OK, Oklahoma Baptist University, 
Bachelor of Business Administration, Finance

Jessica A Meylor, OR, Portland State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Environmental Studies (emphasis: Urban Environments)

Nicole L Beard, AZ, University of Arizona, 
Bachelor of Science, Social and Behavioral Sciences

Michelle M Lopez, ES, EU Business School - Barcelona, 
Bachelor of Arts, Business and Design Management

Taylor E Sego, AR, University of Arkansas, 
Bachelor of Science, College of Education and Health  

 Professions Communication Disorders 

Kimberly Witcraft (Soliano), OK, Grand Canyon University, 
Bachelor of Science, Elementary Education,   

 Honors: Magnum Cum Laude

Sarah A Shipley, AR, University of Arkansas, 
Bachelor of Science, Elementary Education 

Wilma, K, Redcorn, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Business Administration (minor: Management) 

John L Renard, OK, Tulsa Community College, 
Associate of Science, Enterprise Development

Elizabeth E Stabler, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Master of Science, Business Administration 

Kimberly, M, Perrier (Buttram), OK, Oklahoma Wesleyan University, 
Bachelor of Science, Ministry and Leadership 

Cynthia G Padgett, AL, Columbia Southern University, 
Master of Science, Occupational Safety and Health

Tabitha L Carroll, OK, University of Oklahoma, 
Bachelors of Business Administration, Marketing 

Grace M Marshall, KA, Barton County Community College, 
Associate of Science, Social Work

Cara H Steele, UT, Brigham Young University, 
Bachelor of Science, Accounting 

Katelynn R Pipestem, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Psychology

Michael V Gary, OH, Ohio State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Computer Science 

Matteson A Gray, OK, Haskell Indian Nations University, 
Associate of Arts, Social Work 

Casey T Strate, AR, John Brown University, 
Bachelor of Science, Business Administration 

Claire E Wang, MT, University of Montana, 
Bachelor of Music, Piano Performance

Parker A Nostrand, CO, University of Colorado - Boulder, 
Bachelor of Science, Management

David G Bishop, CO, Fort Lewis College, 
Bachelor of Science, Archaeology/Cultural Resource  

 (minor: Environmental Policy)

Paige N Daugherty, MI, Goldfarb School of Nursing – Barnes Jewish College, 
Bachelor of Science, Nursing

Megan N Burnett, OK, Tulsa Community College, 
Associate of Applied Science, General Business

Brandon J Ritter, CA, Stanford University, 
Bachelor of Science, Mechanical Engineering

Ariana L Johnson, AL, University of Alabama – Huntsville, 
Bachelor of Science, Nursing 

Isabella G Fleener, WA, Whitworth University, 
Bachelor of Arts, Psychology (minor: Theatre)
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Boyna B Bear, KA, Kansas State University, 
Master of Science, Educational Leadership

Alec M Pritzos, OK, University of Oklahoma, 
Bachelor of Arts, Organizational Leadership

Bryce G Fugate, TX, University of Texas – El Paso, 
Master of Arts, Latin American and Border Studies

Sophie J Wang, MN, St. Olaf College, 
Bachelor of Arts, Religion

David J Tyler, OH, Case Western Reserve University, 
Bachelor of Science, Mathematics

Bryan F Kidder, OK, Tulsa Community College, 
Associate of Science, Chemistry 

Francis D Bear, OK, Tulsa Community College, 
Associate of Liberal Arts, Native American Emphasis

Kalee R Newsom, AR, Henderson State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Biology 

Sarah R Ostheller, WA, University of Washington - Seattle, 
Bachelor of Science, Chemistry (minor: Math and Physics) 

Alexis M DeLude, CO, Metropolitan State University – Denver, 
Bachelor of Education, Music Education

Hannah, J, Fjord (Frey) , UT, Brigham Young University, 
Bachelor of Science, Exercise Science 

Jocelyn, V, Smith, OK, Tulsa Community College, 
Associate of Applied Science, Early Childhood Development

Davis W Hayes, OR, Lewis and Clark College, 
Bachelor of Arts, Mathematics 

 Honors: Magnum Cum Laude

Hailey M Chamberlin, OK, Northeastern State University,
Bachelor of Science, Health and Human Performance 

Anne R DeLong, OK, University of Oklahoma, 
Bachelor of Arts, International Relations

Raymond M RedCorn, IN, Purdue University, 
Doctor of Philosophy, Agricultural and Biological  

 Engineering and Ecological (emphasis: Sciences and Engineering) 

Ceciala L Poolaw, AR, University of Arkansas - Fort Smith, 
Bachelor of Arts, Studio Art (minor: Philosophy) 

Katherine M Rodda, CA, San Francisco State University, 
Master of Arts, Psychology, 

Kaylee A Rice (August), FL, University of Florida, 
Master of Science, Soil and Water Sciences 

Rachel A Victor, AZ, University of Arizona, 
Master of Science, Biochemistry, 

Kyle B Sherrill, KA, Pittsburg State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Technology (minor: Construction Management), 

Mikayla S Meyer, SC, University of South Carolina - 
School of Law, Juris Doctor, Law Degree, 

Debra A Parks, OK, Rose State University, 
Associate of Applied Science, Paralegal Studies, 

Briar R Parks, OR, Pacific Northwest College of Art,
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Animation Arts, 

Jessica A Carroll, OR, Lewis and Clark College
Master of Arts, Professional Mental Health Counseling (emphasis: Addictions)

Tessa E Walsh, IA, University of Iowa, 
Bachelor of Science, Computer Science, 

Lacee R Reynolds, OK, Rogers State University, 
Bachelor of Science, Business Administration, 

Natasha R Lovato, CO, Metropolitan State University – Denver, 
Bachelor of Arts, Integrative Written Communication (emphasis: Art)

Rebecca I Lien, MI, Metropolitan Community College – Maple Woods, 
Associate of Applied Science, Veterinary Technology, 

Timothy D Wright, NE, University of Nebraska – Lincoln, 
Bachelor of Science, Accounting (minor: Business Administration), 

Nathan W Holman, OK, Northeastern State University, 
Master of Science, Business Administration

Colton J Strabala, OK, Oklahoma State University – Stillwater, 
Bachelor of Science, Computer Engineering

Shannon L Sewell, KA, University of Kansas, 
Bachelor of Science, Psychology, 

Bennett D Kinzel, IN, Indiana University – Kelley School of Business, 
Master of Science, Finance (minor: Business Operations), 

Sasha I Gibson, OK, Northern Oklahoma College, 
Associate of Arts, Criminal Justice

Aryn M Kitchell, OK, Oklahoma State University, 
Bachelor of Arts, English (emphasis: Creative Writing), 

Trenton N Claybaker, OK, Northern Oklahoma College, 
Associate of Applied Science, Digital Media Animation and Design, 

Laci M Ehler, OK, Northeastern State University, 
Bachelor of Science Criminal Justice (minor: Psychology)

Patrick D Johnson, TX, Texas A&M University, 
Bachelor of Science Engineering, 

Charlsie R Cunningham, OK, University of Oklahoma , 
Master of Arts, Human Relations (emphasis: Human Resources), 

Bree Harjo, LA, Louisiana State University – Shreveport, 
Master of Business Administration, Business, SU18, 

Hannah McLemore (Scanlon) AR University of Arkansas, 
Bachelor of Science, Education (emphasis: Educational Studies Program)

Mary M Camblin, CA, Santa Clara University, 
Bachelor of Science, Business (minor: Accounting)

Wahzhazhe Cultural Center

Hominy Murals

All Destination Photos by CODY HAMMER / Osage News

Silhouettes of Osage Indians ride atop Standpipe Hill about 10 miles west of Hominy.

Hominy Murals

Osage Nation Ranch
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/
application-form. Appli-
cants are welcome to attach 
a resume and/or cover let-
ter in addition. Please note 
that all applicants ten-
tatively selected for em-
ployment with the Osage 
Nation will be required to 
submit to a urinalysis to 
screen for illegal drug use. 
Employment will be con-
tingent upon drug test re-
sults. OSAGE / VETERAN 
/ INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verifica-
tion of preference must be 
included with application. 
For questions please con-
tact Taryn Crawford, Osage 
Nation Employee Recruit-
ment Specialist at (918) 287-
5445 or email tcrawford@
osagenation-nsn.gov.

Laboratory Aid Phleboto-
my – Pawhuska, regular full 
time. The Medical laboratory 
Aid is to provide non-technical 
and minimal technical support 
and assistance to the profes-
sional laboratory staff. This 
position performs phlebotomy 
(the practice of entering a vein/
artery to draw blood) services 
on inpatients and outpatients, 
as requested by licensed inde-
pendent providers.

PRT Monitor – Barnsdall, 
regular part time. The PRT 
Monitor provides supervision 
and guidance to residents of 
the treatment program during 
the evening/night hours. Must 
be available for weekends and 
holidays as needed. Must be 
able to identify and work with 
the American Indian communi-
ty at large and relate to their 
needs under our program activ-
ities.

Real Estate Services Intern-
ship – Pawhuska **Interns 
should have completed their 
sophomore, junior, or senior 
year of high school and have 
an interest in working in some 
aspect of tribal land manage-
ment. The Intern will be learn-
ing the fundamentals of Osage 
Nation Real Estate Services as 
it exists, the most essential be-
ing able to identify allotments 
through legal descriptions. 
The intricacy of identifying 
tribal/individual allotments is 
the basis of real estate. They 
will shadow the Osage Nation 
Real Estate Services field in-
spector in his efforts of classi-
fying noxious weeds and their 
invasion on our lands as well 
as marking pastures that have 
been overgrazed or damaged. 
Office work will include using 
data collected from the field 
to generate maps and reports 
through the use of ArcGIS (geo-
graphic information system).  
They will help assemble an out-
reach event for our individual 
landowners and educate them 
on land management and how 
to protect our lands for future 
generations.

Legal Assistant – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. The legal 
assistant will provide support 
to Osage Nation Child Support 
Services by preparing legal 
documents while working with 
the program attorney. The le-
gal assistant will prepare fu-
ture court dockets for all child 
support hearings and make 
certain all legal aspects of the 
child support cases are proper-
ly prepared.

Certified Teacher – Pawhus-
ka, regular full time. The 
Teacher will be responsible 
for teaching Osage language 
courses at area public schools.  
This position will serve as the 
initial contact between the 
public schools and the Osage 
Nation government offices.

ICW Specialist – Pawhuska, 
regular full time. ICW Spe-
cialist will provide social work 
services and case management 
to Indian children and families 
served by the Osage Nation 
Social Services Department. 
The Specialist will be required 
to attend and testify at court 
hearings on a frequent basis. 
The Specialist must be able 
to establish and maintain ex-
cellent working relationships/
partnerships with internal and 
external stakeholders in order 

to meet the needs of the popu-
lation served and the Nation.

Sergeant – Pawhuska, reg-
ular full time. Under the di-
rection of his/her immediate 
supervisor, the Police Sergeant 
job requirements shall include 
the following: Plan, direct, su-
pervise, assign, review and 
participate in the work of law 
enforcement staff involved in 
traffic and field patrol, crime 
prevention, community rela-
tions and related services and 
activities.  Serve as watch 
commander on an assigned 
shift, oversee and participate 
in all work activities.  Assume 
responsibility for assigned 
special programs projects or 
department wide functions or 
activities. 

Certified Third Grade 
Teacher – Pawhuska, regu-
lar full time. THIS POSITION 
WILL BEGIN JULY 1, 2019. 
The Third Grade Teacher will 
be responsible for fostering 
the intellectual and social de-
velopment of children in the 
first phase of their elementary 
school experience. The Third 
Grade Teacher will be required 
to collaborate with Language 
Teachers that are working 
with children to develop fluen-
cy in communication using the 
Osage language. 

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship – Hom-
iny, temporary full time. The 
Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship Program 
is designed to provide Osage 
students with work experience 
in their chosen field of study. 
The program is designed to 
serve enrolled members of the 
Osage Nation with a minimum 
of 61+ hours completed in an 
accredited college or universi-
ty degree program. The intern 
program also accepts applica-
tions from students who are 
enrolled in their final 9 weeks 
of vocational technology pro-
grams. Applicants are required 
to carry a 2.5 or higher-grade 
point average in the semester 
previous to application. Please 
review the ONE Higher Schol-
arship Handbook for limita-
tions and incentives.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers

SAND SPRINGS

Dishwasher – Sand Springs, 
regular full time. Under gen-
eral supervision of the Food 
and Beverage Manager, wash-
es and sanitizes all equip-
ment and utensils used in food 
preparation.

Cage Supervisor – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for the overall effec-
tive and efficient coordination 
and supervision of the Cage 
Department on shift and/or as 
assigned by the reporting se-
nior. 

Shift Supervisor – Sand 
Springs, regular full time. Re-
sponsible for the overall effec-
tive and efficient supervision of 
all casino floor shift operations 
as assigned by the reporting 
senior.   

Short Order Cook Part-
Time – Sand Springs, regu-
lar part time. Under general 
supervision of the Food & Bev-
erage Supervisor, maintains an 
efficient food operation by pre-
paring hot and cold food items 
in accordance with production 
requirements, recipes and es-
tablished safety policies and 
procedures.

SKIATOOK 

EVS Attendant – Skiatook, 
regular full time. Under direct 
supervision of the Housekeep-
ing Supervisor, transfers clean 
and dirty linens and trash to/
from Laundry and Room At-
tendants. Assists with stocking 
other items as needed by Room 
Attendants. Ensures cleanli-
ness of entire property public 
areas both inside and outside 
the casino. Responsible for ban-
quet events set up, teardown, 
and clean up.  Responsible for 
moving furniture, boxes, stock-
ing and re-stocking shelves, 
trash removal, and completes 
other duties as assigned.

TULSA

Surveillance Officer – Tulsa, 
regular full time. This position 

is responsible for protecting all 
Osage Casino assets and main-
taining the integrity of gaming 
in the Osage Casinos utilizing 
all Surveillance equipment 
and floor observations. This 
employee sole responsibility 
is to observe and report.  The 
Employee must perform all du-
ties in accordance with the in-
ternal policies, procedures, and 
controls, as well, as applicable 
laws and gaming regulations.

Guest Service Representa-
tive – Tulsa, regular full time. 
This position is responsible for 
providing casino visitors with 
maximum guest satisfaction. 

Revenue Audit Clerk – Tul-
sa, regular full time. Respon-
sible for properly performing 
financial activities related to 
the revenue audit functions 
as assigned.   To perform this 
job successfully, an individual 
must be able to perform each 
essential job duty satisfacto-
rily.  The requirements listed 
below are representative of the 
knowledge, skill and/or ability 
required. Must be at least 21 
years of age.

Houseman – Tulsa, regu-
lar full time. The Houseman 
is responsible for handling a 
variety of tasks with Osage 
Casinos Hotel including greet-
ing guests, responding to var-
ious maintenance and room 
service calls, and facilitating 
guest needs while maintaining 
a positive attitude to ensure 
guest satisfaction.    This list 
of duties and responsibilities 
is illustrative only of the tasks 
performed by this position and 
is not all-inclusive.

Entertainment Manag-
er – Tulsa, regular full time. 
Responsible for the overall 
effective and efficient man-
agement of the Osage Casino 
entertainment. Provides lead-
ership to the day-to-day op-
erations of the assigned staff, 
ensuring effective internal and 
external communications, ex-
ercising appropriate judgment, 
timely decision making to en-
sure all departmental business 
objectives are achieved while 
maintaining focus on the com-
pany’s strategic goals. Execute 
operational strategies efficient-
ly and effectively.

Cocktail Server – Tulsa, reg-
ular part time. This position is 
responsible for taking orders 
and serving alcoholic and/or 
non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for providing friendly 
and professional service to ev-
ery guest encountered.

Banquet Server – Tulsa, 
regular full time. The Banquet 
Server are wait staff perform-
ing food preparation, serving, 
and cleaning duties at com-
pany banquets, special events 
and special dinners. Banquet 
Servers are responsible for a 
positive guest experience for all 
Osage Casinos guest attending 
company events. This list of 
duties and responsibilities is 
illustrative only of the tasks 
performed by this position and 
is not all-inclusive.    

Restaurant Server – Tulsa, 
regular part time. This position 
is responsible for taking orders 
and serving food, alcoholic and/
or non-alcoholic beverages. Re-
sponsible for proper settlement 
of all transactions at point of 
sale. Responsible for provid-
ing friendly and professional 
service to every guest encoun-
tered.

Maintenance Engineer, 
Electrical – Tulsa, regular 
full time. This position is re-
sponsible for the overall reno-
vation, planned maintenance 
of electrical components, in-
cluding motors, controllers, 
light control system, and LV 
distribution on assigned prop-
erties and grounds. 

OSAGE NATION ENVIRON-
MENTAL SOLUTIONS: To 
apply for jobs with ONES, visit 
their website at https://osages-
olutions.com/

Kelley appointed Holyoke 
municipal judge
Osage News

Osage attorney Tammy 
Kelley of Cline Williams 
Write Johnson and Oldfa-
ther, LLP, is the new mu-
nicipal judge for Holyoke, 
Colorado. She was appointed 
by the Holyoke City Council 
on April 16.

Kelley graduated from 
Ralston High School in 
Osage County. She earned 
her law degree from the 
Sturm College of Law at 
the University of Denver 
after pivoting from a career 
in marketing and business 
development, according to 
The Holyoke Enterprise. She 
moved to Holyoke in 2016. 
This is her first judgeship. 

She told The Holyoke En-
terprise that being raised in 
Ralston, a town with a pop-
ulation of about 355 at the 
2000 census, is the reason 
why she moved to Holyoke, 
to return to a simpler way  
of life.

Her practice focuses on 
estate planning, land trans-
actions and guardianships/
conservatorships. Holyoke 

is the county seat and the 
most populous municipality 
of Phillips County, Colorado. 
Holyoke has a population of 
about 2,500, according to the 
2010 census.

Kelley is the daughter of 
Sue and Lynn Kelley. Her 
maternal grandparents are 
Irene Farell and Verl Covey. 
Her paternal grandparents 
are Floyd and Clella Kel-
ley. Her parents said they 
wanted to thank the Osage 
Nation for supporting her 
education.

Courtesy Photo/The Holyoke Enterprise

Holyoke municipal judge Tam-
my Kelley. She held her first day 
of court on April 24.

CODY HAMMER/Osage News

Front row, from left: Editorial Board chair Jerri Jean Branstetter, Lu King 
and Editorial Board member Teresa Lamsam. Back row, from left: Editor 
Shannon Shaw Duty and Senior Reporter Benny Polacca.

Thank You!
The Osage News staff would like to say “thank you” to Lu King 

for her seven years of service on the Osage News Editorial Board. 
She has been a valuable voice on the board, guiding the Osage 
News staff in some of its most critical decisions over the past 
seven years. The Osage have always had many friends within 
the community that become familiar with Osage custom and tra-
ditions and Lu King is one of them. She is a friend to the Osage 
and we are thankful to have spent this time getting to know her. 
We wish her well and many blessings in the years to come. 

Courtesy Photo

Treyton Rector-Redeagle (far right with sunglasses) and Wilson 
Hight (back row, second from right) helped the Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge in Folkston, Georgia. 

Osage firefighters work 
with nonprofit in Georgia
Osage News

Wildland Firefighters 
Treyton Rector-Redeagle 
and Wilson Hight are work-
ing for the Okefenokee Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge in 
Folkston, Georgia. 

The local Osage men re-
cently helped the Okefe-
nokee fire crew coordinate 
with non-profit Hose2Habi-
tat to ensure that 100 rolls 

of fire hose were donated to 
the Chehaw Park in Albany, 
Georgia. The Chehaw’s hus-
bandry staff will repurpose 
the hose for animal enrich-
ment. This is the first dona-
tion of its kind by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Both Rector-Redeagle and 
Hight were trained by the 
Osage Nation Wildland Fire 
Department.

Letters to the Editor: If you would like to 
submit a letter to the editor, please mail it 
to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw 
Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 
or send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov. Letters must be respectful and infor-
mative to the reader, and may be edited 
for grammar, clarity and space.
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Congratulations!
Senior 2019. Lauren (Bis-

cuit) Ross graduated from 
Skiatook High School on May 
24. Biscuit is an avid barrel 
racer and calf roper. She is the 
granddaughter of Ella (Char-
lie) Robedeaux Ross and the 
daughter of KaDah Ross. She 
plans on pursuing a degree  
in nursing.

Congratulations!
Mr. and Mrs. Michael David 

Tinker are proud to announce 
the graduation of our daughter, 
Jordan Bailey Tinker from the 
Business Program at Ft Lewis 
College in Durango, Colorado. 
Jordan is the granddaughter 
of the late Maj. Edward E. 
Tinker, USAF. We would also 
like to take this opportunity 
to show our appreciation and 
gratitude to the Osage Educa-
tional Fund without which she 
would not have been able to 
complete this journey. 

Congratulations!
Elizabeth Watts graduated 

from Charles Page High School 
in Sand Springs on May 11. 
Elizabeth is a member of the 
Osage and Cherokee tribes. 
She has received the National 
Merit Scholarship to the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma. In order 
to make National Merit Final-
ist, you must score in the top 1 
percent of students taking the 
PSAT. Elizabeth was an honor 
graduate at Charles Page, as 

well as Oklahoma Academic 
Scholar and Native American 
Student of the Year. She will 
be majoring in Environmental 
Engineering at OU.

During her four years at 
Charles Page High School, 
Elizabeth was on the varsity 
track and cross-country team 
and went to state her Fresh-
man year for the 4x800 and 
also went to state her Soph-
omore year in the 4x800 and 
cross country. She was also a 
member of the Native Amer-
ican student association, on 
the varsity academic team 
and a member of the national  
honor society.

Elizabeth is the daughter of 
Tim and Rachael Watts of Sand 
Springs, the grand-daughter of 
Mary Big Elk of Tulsa and the 
late Curtis and Davy Watts  
of Fairfax.

Congratulations!
Layton Lamsam will be 

graduating in June with an 
MD from Stanford School of 
Medicine and a scholarly con-
centration in Health Services 
and Policy Research. He previ-
ously graduated from Stanford 
University with a Bachelor’s 
of Science in Biology in 2014. 
In June, he will begin a  
seven-year program as a resi-
dent physician in neurosurgery 
at Yale School of Medicine. 
He married Sarah Tolson of 
Pawhuska this April. Layton 
is the son of Teresa Trumbly 
Lamsam, Ph.D., and grandson 
of Joe and Arlena Trumbly, 
all of Pawhuska. He descends 
from the Trumbly, Denoya, 
and Alexander families.

Congratulations!
Colton James Strabala 

graduated from Oklahoma 
State University with a Bach-
elors degree in Computer En-
gineering. Son of Kevin and 
Donn Marie Stabler Straba-
la of Katy,Texas. Grandson 
of Paul and Joyce Stabler, 
great-grandson of Margaret 
Red Eagle Iron. Colton is a 
member of the Buffalo Clan 
and the Wokakolin district.

Congratulations!
Grant Watson Michael 

West graduated with hon-
ors from Creighton Prepara-
tory School on May 19th in 
Omaha, Nebraska. Grant is a 
member of the Sky Clan, his 
Osage name is Mo^ Xho^ Ga 
Xe (Earth Maker) and he is 
currently a water boy for the  
Waxakoli^ district.

While at Creighton Prep, 
Grant played football, ran 
track and cross country and 
competed on the Quiz Bowl 
team. He tutored in local el-
ementary schools for his ser-
vice projects as well as helped 
collect food and deliver meals 
for Operation Others. He was 
a member of the Campus Min-
istry Advisory Board, Prep Ac-
cepts, Habitat for Humanity as 
well as minority student orga-
nizations. He was awarded the 
Jim Michalski Magis Award 
for his service as a senior big 
brother to freshmen, retreat 
leader and Junior Encoun-
ter moderator. He was also 
recognized for his dedication 
and contribution to the co-cur-
ricular life of the school by 
starting LEG (League of Ex-
traordinary Gentlemen) which 
promoted social etiquette and 
manners within the school 
and mentorship for the Loyola 
Scholars program. Grant is a 
two-time state champion on 
Prep’s 3200-meter relay team 
and a bronze medalist in the 
1600-meter run. He is a two-
time state qualifier in the 
1600-meter run and also ran 
the 3200-meter run.

Grant’s parents are Colonel 
JR and Robin (Tingtella) West. 
He is the great-great-great-
grandson of Chief Baconrind 
and Rose Choteau Baconrind 
and the great-great-grandson 
of Andrew Brave and Julia 
(Baconrind) Brave Whitehorn. 
His maternal great-grandpar-
ents are the late Maynard and 
Mary Rose (Brave) Revard. 
His maternal grandparents 
are Katy Tingtella and the late 
Robert Tingtella. His paternal 
grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim West of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Grant will be attending 
Mount St. Mary’s Universi-
ty in Emmitsburg, Maryland 
where he will major in Sports 
Management and run Cross 
Country and Track.

Congratulations!
Elizabeth (Liz) Elaine Sta-

bler, of Tulsa, Oklahoma, re-
ceived her Master’s Degree in 
Business Administration from 

Oklahoma State Universi-
ty. She completed her degree 
while working full-time, serv-
ing on the Board of Directors 
for Tulsa CARES, serving as 
the Treasurer for The Commit-
tee to Re-Elect Doug Drum-
mond, and was a member of 
the Alpha Beta Gamma honor 
society. Liz is the daughter of 
Jim Stabler and Dana Schuler 
Drummond of Tulsa, grand-
daughter of Paul and Joyce 
Stabler, and great-grand-
daughter of Margaret Iron and 
George Stabler. 

Liz is currently employed 
as a Collateral Monitoring 
Analyst at Prosperity Bank  
in Tulsa. 

Congratulations!
Charles (Charlie) Joseph 

Red Eagle Stabler graduated 
from Fort Lewis College, Du-
rango, Colorado with a Bache-
lor’s Degree in Sociology with 
Human Services and an Op-
tion in Criminology. Charlie 
is the son of Osage Congres-
sional Second Speaker Paula 
Stabler and the grandson of 
former Councilman Paul Sta-
bler and his wife Joyce Sta-
bler. He is the great-grandson 
of Margaret Red Eagle Stabler 
Iron. Charlie grew up in the 
Pawhuska Indian Camp and 
is a member of the Wakakolin 
District. He is also a gradu-
ate of Pawhuska High School 
and Tri-County with a Tech 
Graphic Arts certificate.

Congratulations!
Morgan Lee Kidder grad-

uated from Oklahoma State 
University with a Bachelor’s 
of Science in Strategic Com-
munications on May 12. She is 
the daughter of Christa Unap 
Fulkerson and Gregory Kid-
der. She is the granddaughter 
of Dennis and the late Mary 
Kidder; and the late Arthur 
and Myrtle Morrell Unap. She 
is of the Hominy District and 
owner of her own photography 
business, Morgan Kidder Co. 

Congratulations!
Osage member, Brooklynn 

Sepulvado, was the featured 
artist at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity’s graphic design expo 
in April. She has won sever-
al state, national and inter-
national contests during her 
four years at OSU and she 
will graduated in May. She 
is the daughter of Christie 
and Durk Sepulvado and the 
granddaughter of Connie and  
Ed Feddersen.

Congratulations!
Osage member, Livia Nel-

son, graduated from Union 
City High School on May 11. 
She also completed her fresh-
man year at Redlands Com-
munity College before she 
graduated from high school. In 
addition to being on the honor 
roll, Livia was a starter for the 
volleyball, basketball and soft-
ball teams and a cheerleader. 
She also was the anchor for 
Union City TV. Livia has been 
accepted to Oklahoma State 
University and will begin 

Congratulations!
Woodland High School students Jaiden Holloway, Faith 

Watts, Aubrey Cason and Taylor Johnston were inducted 
into the Oklahoma Indian Student Honor Society on April 
23. The Oklahoma Council for Indian Education honored the 
inductees with a ceremony at the Iowa Nation in Perkins- 
Tryon, Oklahoma. 

Courtesy Photo/Andrea Watts

L-R: Jaiden Holloway, Faith Watts, Aubrey Cason, not pictured: Taylor 
Johnston

Lauren (Biscuit) Ross

Jordan Bailey Tinker

Elizabeth Watts

Layton Lamsam

Elizabeth (Liz) Elaine StablerColton James Strabala

Charles (Charlie) Joseph  
Red Eagle Stabler

Morgan Lee Kidder

Congratulations!
On May 15th, Oliver Littleton was presented with the Stu-

dent of Today Award. One boy and one girl were chosen from 
the entire Kindergarten grade. This award was voted on by all 
the teachers as someone who is a leader, great student, hard 
worker, has outstanding character, and a kind heart. Collins-
ville Public School is a Class 5a school. Oliver is the oldest son of 
Matt and Mindy Littleton. In attendance at the award reception 
was Oliver’s family along with his grandmother, Deb Atterberry, 
and family friend, Guy Ray Pocowatchit. 

Brooklynn Sepulvado

Grant Watson Michael West
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Burgess Charles “Charlie” Primeaux

Thomas Joseph Castillo, Jr.

Burgess Charles  
“Charlie” Primeaux
Poteet Funeral Home

Burgess Charles “Charlie” 
Primeaux passed peacefully 
at his new home in El Reno, 
Oklahoma to his eternal home 
on the beautiful spring morn-
ing of May 16, 2019. He was 
born on November 18, 1947 
in Pawnee, Oklahoma to Bur-
gess Primeaux and Virgin-
ia Wabaunsee Primeaux. He 
was the grandson of the late 
Lamont and Rozanna Delodge 
Primeaux and William Wa-
baunsee and Rose Pipestem. 
In March of 1971 Charlie mar-
ried his wife Freda Ann Ro-
man Nose and through their 
union they had four children, 
Burgess Fred, Patrick Kirk, 
Alison Lynn, and Jennifer Rig-
gles. Charlie also took the role 
of father to many of his nieces 
and nephews whom he deeply 
cared for.

Charlie was a proud mem-
ber of the Ponca Tribe where 
he served several terms 
throughout the years as a 
council member and as a 
healthcare administrator. He 
was also Osage and Prairie 
Band Potawatomi and loved 
his people and cultural ways. 
For a number of years he 
danced in the Ponca Hethus-
ka and Osage Inlonshka danc-

es until his health stopped 
him. In 1974 he completed a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Northeastern State Universi-
ty and attempted a master’s 
degree coming up just short 
a few hours. While living in 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, Char-
lie became an ordained deacon 
and served many churches in 
this capacity. He had a love for 
sports, for Oklahoma Sooner 
Football and for the Oklahoma 
City Thunder.

He is survived by his son 
Patrick Kirk, daughters, Al-
ison Lynn, and Jennifer Rig-
gles; his grandchildren, Kaleb 
Vaughn and Tarrah Fallon 
“Jean” Primeaux; Chandler 
Ashton, Lo-gan Reece, and 

Paige Kristen Primeaux; Ja-
cob Samuel Henry Sleeper, 
Akira Clark; Jalen Evan, Shel-
by Danielle, Madison Grace, 
and Jude Easton Black; Aidon 
Zachary and Annabelle Mae 
Riggles, Zachary Lloyd and 
Kelly Albert Dunn; and two 
great-grandchildren, Bri-
elle Joan and Theoden Grey 
Primeaux. He is also survived 
by his loving siblings Kathleen 
Leadingfox, Lora Taheri, Mike 
Primeaux, Paul “Duncan” 
Primeaux, and his baby sister 
Angela Primeaux.

Charlie is preceded in death 
by his father, beloved mother, 
wife, son Burgess, and a sister 
and many other relatives. He 
will be put to rest in Grayhorse 
cemetery, close to his mother 
and the dance arbor so he can 
always hear the June dances.

Services were held Monday 
with the Indian service be-
ing held at 8 a.m. with Eddie 
RedEagle Jr. officiating and 
the traditional service was 
held at 10 a.m. with Rev. Lynn 
Eaves officiating, both services 
were held in the Grayhorse 
Chapel, Grayhorse, Oklahoma. 
Burial followed in the Gray-
horse Cemetery, Grayhorse, 
Oklahoma, services were en-
trusted to the Poteet Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services. 
Friends can leave a memory 
for the family at www.poteetfu-
neralhome.com

Thomas Joseph Castillo Jr.
Tom was born Tuesday 

March 18, 1975 in Oceanside, 
California. His parents are 
Thomas J. Castillo and Fran-
cesca Clavier Smith. They 
lived in Carlsbad, California 
and Tom attended Magnolia 
Elementary School. He played 
little league baseball and 
youth soccer for several years. 
He spent many hours with his 
grandparents, Galen and Ra-
chel Clavier., 

The family moved to Oceans-
ide and Tom attended Lincoln 
Junior High School where he 
played football. He then at-
tended El Camino High School 
and played basketball for the 
Wildcats. Tom had many jobs 
including as a baker, a State 
Park Maintenance worker and 
a shipping construction man-
ager. He was a skilled crafts-
man and remodeled many 
homes. He enjoyed off-roading, 

body surfing and motorcycling. 
He always enjoyed cooking 
for his family and friends. He 
loved practical jokes and en-
tertaining, especially when it 
included fireworks. Tom was 
an Osage and a member of the 
United Osages of Southern 
California. He assisted with 
the meetings and the yearly 
picnic since boyhood. He par-
ticipated in sweats and the 

Native American Church. He 
attended the Inlonshka with 
his grandparents from the 
time he was very young and 
continued into adulthood. 

He was preceeded in death 
by his son, Thomas J. Castillo 
III, his younger sister Rachel 
Castillo, and his grandmother, 
Rachel Clavier. He is survived 
by his parents, his grand-
father Galen Cla-vier, his 
brothers Michael Smith and 
Jimmy Castillo, his niece and 
nephew Avrelia and Spartan 
Laie, along with many family 
members including Paul Mc-
Landsborough Jr., Laie, Niki 
Fonseca, Maria Banuelos, 
Lorena Calderon and many 
aunts, uncles and cousins. He 
left behind his fiancée, Jamie 
Carl and her family. 

He passed away March 21, 
2019. There was a celebration 
of life held on May 11, 2019 at 
Magee Park in Carlsbad.

Congratulations to our High School graduates
The Osage Nation Educa-

tion Department compiled 
a list of Osage high school 
graduates in Osage County. 
Congratulations!

Barnsdall

• Alexis Bighorse

• Tanner Dennington

• Megan Miller

• Jasmine Shores

• Beau Smith

• Khailey Sofian

• Garrett Wright
 

Hominy

• Zachary Harmon

• Blake Hipp

• Raen Holding

• Luke McFarland
 

Pawhuska

• Rachel Boone

• Marcey Bruce

• Madeline Burd

• Kalee Kennedy

• Price Perrier

• Jestin Sloan

• Robert Stingley

• Jennifer Ware

• Fletcher Warmington
 

Prue

• Israel Kohnle

• Darren Rapien
 

Shidler

• Shillow martin
 

Skiatook

• Olivia Anderson

• Mason Hopper

• Lauren Ross

• Morgan Thomas

• Tatum Tibbles
 

Woodland

• Kalie Burch

• Jaiden Holloway

• Taylor Johnston

• T.W. Moore

• Deserae Wood
 

Wynona

• Kassidee Chouteau

Osage to attend young 
women’s political
leadership program
Osage News

Chloe Shadlow has been 
chosen to attend the Running 
Start High School Program 
at Georgetown University on 
scholarship in June.

The weeklong program will 
be held June 17-21 at George-
town University in Washing-
ton, D.C. The program brings 
together 75 young women from 
across the country for an in-
tensive week of political train-
ing. Throughout the week, the 
young women visit the Capi-
tol, the White House, and the 

offices of their members of 
Congress. They have the op-
portunity to practice the skills 
they learn right away as part 
of a campaign simulation con-
test, according to the website.

Chloe is a Sophomore at 
Hominy High School and was 
recently accepted into the Cos-
metology program at Central 
Area Vo-Tech in Drumright, 
Oklahoma. Chloe is also the 
president of the Wah-Zha-Zhe 
Youth Council and the Hominy 
Buck Johnson O’Malley pro-
gram princess for 2019. Chloe 
is a member of the Osage Na-

tion and is also proud of her 
Otoe-Missouria, Acoma Pueb-
lo, and Cherokee heritage. 
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Chloe Shadlow, sophomore at 
Hominy High School, will spend 
a week in Washington, D.C. at 
Georgetown University studying 
political leadership.

Save the Date
–Local Events Calendar

JUNE
June 6-9

Grayhorse Inlonshka

June 11
Fairfax – Tai Chi
Moving for Better Balance
12:30 p.m.
Elder Nutrition Building

June 10-11
Osage Nation Foundation 
Summer Youth Camp – 
Basketball
Woodland High School 
Gym, Fairfax
Registration deadline 
June 1. Sign-up at 
osagefoundation.org

June 13-16
Hominy Inlonshka

June 15
Wahzhazhe Ballet
Chase County, Kansas
Symphony In The Flint 
Hills
For tickets visit www.
eventbrite.com 

June 17-20
Osage Nation Foundation 
Summer Youth Camp – 
Photography
Osage Civic Center, 1449 
W. Main, Pawhuska
Registration deadline 
June 9. Sign-up at 
osagefoundation.org

June 24
7th Annual Heritage Sites 
Visit 
Registration open, ends 
July 12.
Contact the ON Historic 
Preservation Office at  
(918) 287-5328.

June 24 
Native American  
Lit Book Club 
“Buckskin Cocaine,” by 
Erika Wurth
Whitty Books
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Tulsa, OK

June 24-25
Osage Nation Foundation 
Summer Youth Camp – 
Golf
Adams Municipal Golf 
Course, 5801 Tuxedo 
Blvd., Bartlesville
Registration deadline 
June 18. Sign-up at 
osagefoundation.org

June 27-29
Oklahoma Indigenous 
Theatre Company
New Play Festival 2019
Mitchell Hall at UCO
Edmond, OK

June 27-30
Pawhuska Inlonshka

June 29
Maria Tallchief Day

JULY
July 4-5

Independence Day Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

July 6
St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Honor Dance
Oklahoma City

July 6
Hawk Chief Run/Walk
Pawnee Football Stadium
8 a.m. 
(918) 762-3873 x4
For more information 
email sknifechief@
pawneenation.org 

July 8-12
Osage Nation Foundation 
Summer Youth Camp – 
Pre-Ballet 1 & 2
Dance Maker Academy, 
400 Palmer Ave., 
Pawhuska
Registration deadline 
July 2. Sign-up at 
osagefoundation.org

July 15-19
Osage Nation Foundation 
Summer Youth Camp – 
Drama
Dance Maker Academy, 
400 Palmer Ave., 
Pawhuska
Registration deadline 
July 9. Sign-up at 
osagefoundation.org

July 15-19
Osage Nation Foundation 
Summer Youth Camp – 
Primary Ballet 1 & 2
Dance Maker Academy, 
400 Palmer Ave., 
Pawhuska
Registration deadline 
July 9. Sign-up at 
osagefoundation.org

July 22-26, July 29-Aug. 2
Osage Nation Foundation 
Summer Youth Camp – 
Dance Level 1-4
Dance Maker Academy, 
400 Palmer Ave., 
Pawhuska
Registration deadline 
July 16. Sign-up at 
osagefoundation.org

July 26-28
50th Annual Kihekah Steh 
Powwow
Skiatook, OK

July 27-28
67th Annual Tulsa 
Powwow
Cox Business Center

AUGUST
August 10

2019 Osage Women’s 
Seminar
8:30 a.m.
Osage Skiatook Casino/
Hotel

August 9-11
IICOT Powwow
Intertribal Indian Club of 
Tulsa 
Tulsa, OK

SEPTEMBER
September 2

Labor Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

OCTOBER
October 5

National Indian Taco 
Championship
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Pawhuska, OK

October 14
Osage Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

NOVEMBER
November 11

Veterans Day
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

November 28-29
Thanksgiving Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

DECEMBER
December 24-25

Christmas Holiday
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

December 31 at noon
New Year’s Eve
Osage Nation Offices 
Closed

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov, or fax to (918) 287-5563. 
Make sure to include event 
date, location, email and web 
address (if applicable) and a 
phone number where someone 
can be contacted for validation, 
if necessary. Deadline for the 
July issue is June 18, 2019.

http://www.eventbrite.com
http://www.eventbrite.com
mailto:sknifechief@pawneenation.org
mailto:sknifechief@pawneenation.org
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June 18th
is the deadline for

all submissions for the
July issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!
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COmmunIty 
–from Page 21

Letters
to the
Editor
Thank You!

With the financial as-
sistance from the Osage 
Nation, I was able to grad-
uate in November 2018 
with a Master of Science 
in Nursing degree from 
Walden University. I’m 
now a psychiatric mental 
health nurse practitioner 
(PMHNP) at The Noesis 
Clinic in Cross Roads, TX. 

Thanks!
–Rebecca Voorhies, 

MSN, APRN, PMHNP-BC

Save the Date
Today I received my 

Osage News and as usual, 
I immediately sat down to 
read it. As much as I enjoy 
the paper, I always seem 
to be a little annoyed as by 
the time I finished the pa-
per, I realize half the dates 
in the “SAVE THE DATE” 
column have passed. I 
also noticed that too much 
space in the column was 
used announcing a holiday 
an stating the Osage Offic-
es are closed. Please save 
the space for something 
important. With that said, 
here are a few items of im-
portance in the paper that 
should have been in the 
Save the Date column, for 
example: a. Dance Maker 
Osage Ballet, May 18-19; 
b. Osage Oil and Gas Sum-
mit, Nov. 13-14; c. Student 
Summer Health Career 
APPI. Deadline, May 31; 
d. 7th Annual Heritage 
Sites Visit, August. 19-23; 
Just a thought. I also want 
to compliment the Osage 
News on your coverage 
of the “Wall That Heals.” 
Some wounds, especial-
ly emotional wounds re-
ceived from any war may 
take a lifetime to heal, but 
articles such as this on the 
Vietnam Wall Memorial, 
help a lot. Keep up the 
good work!!!

–Gregory Woodell
Bentonville, Ark.

annuItants 
–from Page 7

tion on May 19 at Osage  
Casino Skiatook. , 

Meanwhile, despite a pre-
vious request from the coun-
cil for Superintendent Robin 
Phillips to attend the meet-
ing and answer questions, the 
Osage Agency did not have a 
representative on hand. As 
per an email sent to the coun-
cil, Phillips is recovering from  
recent surgery.

classes in the fall, majoring 
in creative writing. She is the 
daughter of Jill and Jon Nel-
son and the granddaughter of 
Connie and Ed Feddersen of 
Union City, Oklahoma.

Congratulations!
Osage tribal member Siera 

O’Daniel graduated from Fort 
Gibson High School on May 
17. Siera is a member of the 
National Honor Society, is 
honored for taking Advanced 
Placement classes throughout 
high school, has taken college 
concurrent classes throughout 
high school, is on the school’s 
Excel Club, which is involved 
in Community Service proj-
ects – and she is Captain of 
the school’s Golf Team. In the 
fall, Siera plans to attend the 
University of Central Okla-
homa and major in Psychol-

ogy. Siera is the daughter of 
Jennifer Chouteau O’Dan-
iel and Adam O’Daniel, and 
granddaughter of Joseph and 
Dana Chouteau and Jo and  
John Mann.

Congratulations!
Abigail Camargo, Osage, 

graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Design, 
Housing, and Merchandising 
from Oklahoma State Univer-
sity on May 11, 2019.  

She is the daughter of 
Shane and Jackie Boone 
Whisenhunt of Sand Springs 
and Sean Camargo of Tulsa. 
Her grandparents are Danny 
and Linda Boone and David 
Camargo of Pawhuska. Abby 
is from the Grayhorse District. 
She would like to thank the 
Osage Education Department 
for their support in continuing  
her education.

Congratulations!
Amy Bledsoe graduated on 

May 13 with her Master’s in 
Legal Studies with an empha-
sis in Federal Indian Law from 
the University of Oklahoma.

Amy is the daughter of 
Billy and Teresa Bledsoe of 
Fairfax. Her grandparents 

are Bill and Dee Bledsoe; 

Howard and Lynn Holloway; 

and Russell Cannon and the 

late Barbara McKinley. She 

is from the Grayhorse Dis-

trict and currently works for 

the Osage Minerals Council  

in Pawhuska.

Amy Bledsoe
Livia Nelson

Abigail Camargo

Siera O’Daniel




