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Unease as Hollywood tackles the Osage Reign of Terror

Gray said the murder of
Roan is a very personal story
for him and his family. He said
he is hoping that the filmmakers consult with the Osage Nation to tell the story not only
of the murders but also of the
Osages’ legacy, not just that of
the FBI.
“There’s going to be a lot
of excitement in the air, but
when that’s all over with and
the lights are down and everyone’s made their money, the
Osages are still going to be
sitting there,” he said. “What’s
the narrative the public is going to have about our people,
about our tribe, about our
story, about our perspective?
That remains to be seen.”

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Martin Scorsese and Leonardo DiCaprio have officially
signed on to direct and star
in the film adaption of David Grann’s bestselling novel,
“Killers of the Flower Moon:
The Osage Murders and the
Birth of the FBI.”
However, many Osage question whether the film will do
justice to the Osage story. Oscar-winning screenwriter Eric
Roth is reportedly earning seven figures to write the script.
The book includes a lot of sensitive and graphic material detailing the systematic murders
of many Osages during the
1920s oil boom on the reservation that made the Osage the
wealthiest people per capita in
the world.
“If you’re a fan of filmmaking and you’ve seen a lot of
Scorsese’s films, you know that
he handles a lot of violent material in his filmography,” said
former Osage Nation Principal Chief Jim Gray. “It’s just
his thing.
“There’s no sense of trying
to whitewash or minimize the
amount of violence that took
place during the reign of terror. From a pure filmmaker’s
standpoint, I have no doubt

Killers of the
Flower Moon
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A screenshot of a 1926 New York Times article, “Courts End Osage Indian ‘Reign of Terror.’”

we’re going to get slow motion pictures of Osages getting
their heads blown off.”
Gray is a descendant of Henry Roan, an Osage who was
killed for his wealth and whose
murder is depicted in the book.
“You know, I just can’t imag-

ine how our people are going to
react to that,” he said. “You
know these aren’t fictitious
people to Osages. These are
real individuals, and they have
descendants that are alive today, and I don’t know if the
tribe is ready for this.

“I have no doubt that there is
going to be a lot of excitement
in the air because we’re going
to have our 15 minutes where
we’re going to be star-struck by
signs of Leonardo DiCaprio in
Pawhuska, assuming they’re
filming it here.”

In part, Grann’s book recounts the life of Tom White,
a Texas Ranger who became
an FBI agent. It explores his
relationship of White and that
of J. Edgar Hoover. The book
details White’s police work on
the Osage reservation and his
subsequent career. Whether
DiCaprio will portray White or
Hoover is not yet known.
According to news reports,
the film is to begin production
See Movie
—Continued on Page 4

Osage Nation receives second
Waller elected new
shipment of bison at Bluestem Ranch Minerals Council chair
after Harlan resigns
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation’s Bluestem Ranch LLC Board acquired a second shipment of
bison, which were shipped to
the 43,000-acre ranch southwest of Pawhuska on Oct. 2.
That day, 51 bison arrived
via tractor trailer track at
the ranch from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service’s herd in
southern Oklahoma. Ranch
board members and workers
were on hand to unload the
bison – of several age groups
– off the trailer and into the
gated areas where the initial acquisition of bison are
also kept.
Ranch board chairman Jim
Perrier said the second acquisition included several bulls

Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Three bulls run into a corral from a semi-truck trailer that shipped 51 bison to the Osage Nation Bluestem Ranch on Oct. 2. The Nation acquired
the bison from the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge.

and heifers ranging from 1-4
years of age and the herd came
a surplus stock of bison at the
Wichita Mountains Wildlife
Refuge. Perrier said the sec-

ond shipment was worth thousands of dollars, but the ranch
board acquired the surplus biSee Bison
—Continued on Page 6

ON Purchased Referred Care takes
place of Pawnee Health Benefit package
Osage News
The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health
Center now provides medical referrals for diagnosis
and treatment beyond provided clinic services. This
service is called Purchase Referred Care and it takes the
place of the Pawnee Health
Benefit package.
The Purchase Referred Care
(PRC) program serves those
Osages and Native American
See Health
—Continued on Page 19
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The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center in Pawhuska. The WHC is now offering
Purchase Referred Care in place of the Pawnee Health Benefit package.
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The Osage Minerals
Council is under new
leadership.
At a 15-minute special meeting on Oct. 12,
the council voted 5-3 to
name Everett Waller as
its new chair. Waller previously served as chairman of the Third Osage
Minerals Council.
The move came after
Courtesy Photo
Councilwoman
Marsha
Harlan tendered her resig- Osage Minerals Councilman Evernation as chairwoman ear- ett Waller elected chairman.
lier in the week, citing an
on-going personality conflict with another council member.
“When I ran for this office, I didn’t run to be the chair,”
Harlan said. “I ran to represent the shareholders and I
promised that I would serve on this council with integrity,
that I would be transparent in everything I did, and I believe I’ve been that way and I believe I’ve acted that way.
I’m not interested in any type of stepping stone to a further
career or anything of that nature, I’ve got a pretty successful
career already.
“I got into this to help the shareholders and that’s what
I’m going to do. I’m going to serve my four years. I don’t need
to be the chair to be a good leader. I believe this council has
the right to choose who it wants to be a chair.”
Councilman Talee Redcorn motioned to accept Harlan’s
resignation as chairwoman. Councilwoman Susan Forman seconded. Voting “yes” for her resignation were Forman, Harlan, Redcorn, Myron Red Eagle, Paul Revard and
Waller. Voting “no” were Margo Gray and Andrew Yates.
Yates opened up the floor for nominations for chair and
Gray nominated Yates. Harlan seconded. Voting “yes” for
Yates were Gray, Harlan, Red Eagle and Yates. Voting “no”
were Redcorn, Revard, Waller and Forman. The nomination
See Minerals Council
—Continued on Page 5
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UINOKT meeting brings updates
and candidates running for office
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. — With Oklahoma’s general election less
than a month away, the ballot
box was front and center at
the fall quarterly meeting of
the United Indian Nations of
Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas.
In his opening remarks at
Osage Casino Tulsa at the
Oct. 15 meeting, Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear noted that
while there are shared principles and history among many
of the state’s 39 tribes, those
similarities do not allow for
a one size fits all approach,
thus underscoring the need for
tribes to turn out the vote.
“It is important that whoever is elected as Oklahoma’s
governor, attorney general
and these other positions understand the difference and
have staff that understand
the difference,” he said. “We
need commitment from these
officials that they’ll have staff
who see the difference.”
As per the Oklahoma Election Board, absentee ballot requests for the Nov. 6 general
election must be received by
5 p.m. on Oct. 31. Early walkin voting is scheduled for Nov.
1-2 from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. and 9
a.m.-2 p.m. on Nov. 3 at county election boards across the
state, with additional satellite
locations for voters registered
in Osage, Tulsa, Rogers, Wagoner, Cleveland, Comanche,
and Oklahoma counties.
With those deadlines in
mind, four candidates and a
representative from a fifth
campaign took the opportunity to seek support from tribal
leaders in attendance.
Ashley McCray is the Democratic Party’s nominee for
Oklahoma Corporation Commissioner. A citizen of the
Absentee Shawnee Tribe and
of Oglala Lakota descent, McCray lives in Norman and
is currently working on her
doctorate at the University
of Oklahoma.
The Oklahoma Corporation

Commission, which has limited
authority in Osage County due
to the status of the Osage Mineral Estate, is the regulatory
body for a host of wide-ranging
interests, including oil and gas
drilling, railroad and pipeline
safety, wind turbines, telecommunications companies and
ride-sharing services.
The
environmental
aspects of the job prompted
McCray to run. Calling for a
ban on intrastate dumping of
fracking wastewater.
“I don’t think OCC is doing its due diligence when
it comes to pipeline companies,” she said. “We are the
pipeline crossroads of the
world. Fracking is setting
us up for a catastrophe, as
these pipelines were not built
for earthquakes.”
An outgoing member of the
Oklahoma Legislature and a
citizen of the Seminole Nation
of Oklahoma, Anastasia Pittman is the Democratic nominee for lieutenant governor.
Leveraging her experience in
the legislature, she acknowledged the tribes’ contributions
to Oklahoma infrastructure
beyond casino dollars and bristled at the notion that they
have not contributed enough
to the budget.
“The casino money was supposed to be gravy,” she said in
reference to the state’s on-going budget cuts. “The tribes
have contributed millions.”
Jasha Lyons-Echo Hawk,
the Democratic nominee for
Oklahoma House District 35,
echoed that stance. House
District 35 includes all of
Pawnee County, plus parts
of Payne, Creek, Noble and
Osage counties.
“Members of the Oklahoma legislature tried to scapegoat us (the tribes) during the
teacher walkout and claimed
we haven’t paid our fair share
to the state’s general fund
and education fund,” she said.
“We have.”
A December 2017 graduate
of Oklahoma State University,
Lyons-Echo Hawk is a citizen
of the Seminole Nation and is

of Pawnee, Omaha, Creek and
Iowa descent.
Citing Oklahoma’s high rates of female incarceration and its impact on
future generations, her platform includes an emphasis on
criminal justice reform.
Along with the three Native candidates, Kimberly
Fobbs and Fred Dorrell also
stumped for votes. Fobbs is
the Democratic nominee for
Insurance
Commissioner
while Dorrell is running for
Labor Commissioner.
Despite the organization’s
original announcement that it
would host four candidates for
lieutenant governor and governor at the meeting, Pittman
was the only executive branch
candidate to make an in-person appearance.
UINOKT Chairman George
Tiger confirmed that invitations were extended to the
Republican candidates for
governor and lieutenant governor, but the campaigns for
both Kevin Stitt and Matt
Pinnell declined to send
a representative.
Drew Edmondson was unable to attend but sent Tulsa
attorney Keith McArtor to
speak on his behalf. McArtor
drew loud applause from attendees when he announced
Edmondson’s intent to make
the state’s Native American
liaison a cabinet-level position.
Attendees also received an
update from attorney Scott
Sypolt on a pending lawsuit involving several Oklahoma tribes, including the
Osage Nation.
Earlier this year, almost 20
tribes filed suit in federal court
in an effort to block an order by
the Federal Communications
Commission that would allow
wireless companies to skip
consultation with tribes before
setting up small cell wireless
antennae that are less than
200 feet tall or not adjacent
to an airport. The Wireless
Infrastructure Streamlining
Order carves out an exemption

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Chalene Toehay-Tartsah at a send-off party at the Osage News offices
in downtown Pawhuska.

Longtime Editorial Assistant and
Photographer leaves Osage News
Osage News
After 11 years, the Osage
News is saying “Goodbye for
now” to our dear friend and
colleague Chalene “Chay”
Toehay-Tartsah. She is moving home to Anadarko to begin a new chapter. We wish
her well and all the best in her
future endeavors.
She is a lifetime member of the Native American
Journalists Association, the
Society of Professional Journalists and an award-winning photographer. She is
also the president of the
Osage Princess Sorority and
also serves as the Osage
Tribal Director for Osage
Nation Princess Alaina
Maker. She is a member of
the Grayhorse District, as

well as a wife and mother
of five.
NAJA has awarded Toehay-Tartsah with numerous
awards during her career
with Osage News. Her work
has appeared in many publications, exhibits and educational material on Osages.
Currently, her photos will
appear in an upcoming exhibit at the Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and
Western Art in Indianapolis. Toehay-Tartsah is also
a championship dancer and
competes in southern cloth
at powwows across Indian
Country.
Please join us in saying
“thank you” for all her years
of hard work at the Osage
News and service to the
Osage people.

Sixth ON Congress
to meet for special
Six Nations Domestic Violence session starting Nov. 6
Walk strives to educate children
about non-violence
See UINOKT

—Continued on Page 4

Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation Congress will convene for its third
special session starting Tuesday Nov. 6 at 10 a.m. in the ON
Capitol Building.
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear issued an executive
proclamation calling for the special session on Oct. 17, which
was later revised to include six issues for consideration. Those
items up for consideration of Congressional action are:

Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TONKAWA, Okla. — The
domestic violence prevention
coordinators for six Oklahoma
tribes are banking on slime
and Skittles to help get their
message across.
More than 125 attendees
came together Oct. 15 at the
Tonkawa Tribe’s powwow
grounds for the seventh annual Six Nations Domestic Violence walk.
Previous editions relied on
speeches from elected officials
and balloon releases to get
the point across. This year,
mixed in with the brochures
and cards listing out victim
resources were games, candy, glow sticks and yes, slime,
in an effort to get a message
through to younger generations that love should not hurt.
“We wanted to incorporate
the children this year and try
something different,” Osage
Nation Family Violence Prevention advocate Alexis Sutton said. “We wanted to start
with the youth. I believe if
you instill those values early
on about how violence is bad
with children, it will carry on
with them later in life. I fully
believe this will help prevent
future incidents.”
As dusk settled in across
north central Oklahoma, a
small drum group played an
honor song in remembrance of
domestic violence victims and
attendees, many clad in purple, lapped the powwow arena.

• Donation to the City of Fairfax – This consideration item
comes nearly two weeks after a tornado struck Fairfax on
Oct. 7 causing damage to several downtown businesses,
including Osage Nation government property and the
historic Tallchief Theatre.
Also, according to a Tulsa News on 6 TV report, several Fairfax police vehicles sustained major damage in the storm and the
Fairfax Community Foundation said the Tallchief Theatre (built
in 1928) sustained roof and sign damage, including recent renovation work on the historic structure.
See Session
—Continued on Page 4
All Photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

A family hugs each other before the Six Nations DV Awareness Walk takes
place on Oct. 16.

Previously held in Ponca
City, the event is co-hosted
annually by the domestic violence prevention programs at
the Osage Nation, Otoe-Missouria Tribe, Pawnee Nation,
Ponca Tribe, Kaw Nation and
the Tonkawa Tribe. Given
the geographic proximity of
the tribes, the six programs
often share resources and
have a working group to
facilitate collaboration.
Ashley Hein with the Kaw
Nation’s Domestic Violence
Program said the event will
move around to different communities within the six tribes’
jurisdictional areas in an effort
to get more participation and
bring additional attention to
domestic violence.
“We thought it would only
be fair to rotate from each

tribe to each tribe,” she said.
“Osage and Pawnee (nations)
won’t have to drive quite as
far every year versus when it
was always in Ponca City. And
this way, it will reach out to
more communities.”
According to data from the
National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, more than half
of all Native women nationally
are subjected to physical intimate partner violence at some
point in their lives and onefifth have been stalked. Native
women are also subjected to
higher rates of interracial violence than other groups, with
an estimated two-thirds of the
sexual assaults against Native
women committed by nonNative men.
See Six Nations
—Continued on Page 4
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Team Soxie wins the 2018 National Indian Taco Championships
Team Strikeaxe
places second
and wins People’s
Choice Award;
Frybread Factory
finishes third
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Thunderstorms and rain
were the forecast for Oct. 6 in
Pawhuska, but as the morning came and went, the rains
stayed away, and patrons enjoyed this year’s National Indian Taco Championships.
Francis Soxie (Pawnee) took
first place with a $1,500 prize.
Team Strikeaxe took second
place with a $1,000 prize and
Frybread Factory won third
place for a prize of $500. The
People’s Choice Award also
went to team Strikeaxe, who
took home an additional
$1,000 for their efforts.
Soxie and his team live in
Glencoe but he is from Pawnee, he said. His wife is Cheyenne Arapaho and together
they cook and have Indian
Taco sales around their area
and are also asked to cook for
events. This is the third year
they’ve entered the NITC and
in 2016 they were the runners
up. When asked what their secret is he said, “Ummm, I can’t
go that route,” he said with

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News
SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Francis Soxie holds up his first-place prize at the National Indian Taco
Championships on Oct. 6.

a laugh. “It’s all fun, it’s just
what we like to do.” He said
they made about 150 Indian
tacos for the competition and
used about 100 pounds of flour
for their frybread.
“We’ve been practicing and
practicing and playing around
with it. I’ve always wanted
to do this. I’ve watched a lot
of our women folks, mainly
back to my grandma, back to
my mother-in-law, my sisterin-law and my aunts, all my
aunts in my family are good
cooks,” he said.
When asked what the best
part of their Indian taco is, the
frybread or the chili, he said:
“One day it’s the bread, and
one day it’s the chili. Today, it
was the bread.”

Now in its 14th year, the annual NITC is held in downtown
Pawhuska on Kihekah Ave.,
north of the Triangle Building.
The day brought food and vendor booths, lined up on both
sides of Kihekah, filling up a
city block. Judges reported to
a building where they were
presented unidentified Indian
taco plates from each of the
competing booths. The judges
sampled each dish and entered
scores for each plate that were
used to tabulate and determine the top three finishers.
This is the third time team
Strikeaxe has won People’s
Choice. The team is made up
of Osages Marjorie and Junior
Williams, Thomas and Anna
Trumbly and assisting family members. They also placed
third last year and placed second in 2014, respectively.
The People’s Choice Award
is determined by attendees

Francis Soxie with his family at the National Indian Taco Championships
on Oct. 6.

who pay and sign up to be
judges and those judges (with
issued badges) are eligible to
buy discounted samples of the
Indian Taco plates and afterward the judges are given five
tickets that are used to insert
into the booth contestants’ containers of their choice, according to the contest rules. The
booth contestant who receives
the most tickets is the winner.
“I’ve had someone come up
to me and say, ‘your bread is
so soft and so fluffy,’ and I said,
‘like me?’” Marjorie said with a
laugh. “We make 55 pounds
of bread, and Junior does the
chili, and Anna does the Pico
de Gallo and all the prep work,
so it’s a team effort.”
The line for their taco stand
wrapped around the Triangle
building, Anna said, and Marjorie quipped, “Our line was
longer than The Merc’s.”
The Pawhuska Chamber of
Commerce hosts the competition with sponsors including

the Osage Nation and Osage
Casino. A contest powwow also
took place with dancers competing for first, second or third
in their respective categories.
The NITC committee, made
up of Pawhuska Chamber
of Commerce employees and
community volunteers, begins
planning the event in May
and meets consecutively until
October, said Joni Nash, PCC
director. She said it requires a
lot of hours to plan and work
the event, but it’s worth it.
“Today was fantastic and
this is my fourth year to be
part of this event and I couldn’t
be more happy,” she said. “The
weather held out, which was a
miracle, the contestants were
happy, everyone was selling
tacos, everyone was eating
tacos, powwow dancers did a
fantastic job, the drum – everyone did a great job and our
committee worked so hard and
we couldn’t be more excited.”

Minerals Council cutting
back on committees and
planning Oil & Gas Summit
SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Team Strikeaxe holds up their second place prize and their People’s
Choice prize at the National Indian Taco Championships on Oct. 6.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Team Frybread Factory holds up their third place prize at the National
Indian Taco Championships on Oct. 6.

Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
The Osage Minerals Council may be cutting back on its
committee count.
At its Oct. 17 meeting,
Chairman Everett Waller
charged Councilman Myron
Red Eagle to review the council’s list of committees and
come up with a list of possible eliminations and consolidations for consideration at
the Nov. 2 meeting.
“It was discussed at the
last meeting a little bit…
that we have too many committees,” Red Eagle said. “I
kind of agree with that. Some
of the folks who live out of
town, like Susan (Forman)

and Paul (Revard), live in
Tulsa, that’s an hour away.
That’s 94 miles per day and
that’s a bit of a drive.”
Including its two temporary ones, the council currently has 14 committees,
with four new ones established in July after the Fourth
Minerals Council was sworn
in. Among the consolidation
suggestions floated were the
possibility of combining the
natural gas, orphan well and
plugging committees into a
single entity.
“The committees have a
place here,” Councilwoman
Margo Gray said. “We want
to hear our shareholders’
voices. I don’t want to stop
those voices because it is very
limited in the meetings when
we’re in here, but in commit-

tee work, there are opportunities to hear how things
impact them.”
Meanwhile, plans are continuing to move forward for
the council’s upcoming oil
and gas summit.
The event is scheduled
for Dec. 12-13 at Osage Casino Tulsa with a lease sale
planned for 10 a.m. on Dec.
12. The Osage Agency is accepting tract nominations for
the sale through Oct. 31.
The two-day agenda is
still in flux with tentative
plans calling for workshops
on drone technology developments, orphan well
data, the American Burying Beetle and federal regulations over Osage County
drilling operations.

Natalie Brady debuts new music
after she exits ‘The Voice’
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Natalie Brady has hit the
ground running after exiting
“The Voice.”
The Osage Nation member
from Tulsa, Oklahoma, made
it to the “battle rounds” of the
reality show with Adam Levine
as her coach. She lost on Oct.
22 when Levine chose her competitor to advance. Since that
time, she’s performed numerous shows in California, Florida and Nashville.
During the “battle rounds”
Levine chose the 1998 Semisonic song “Closing Time.” Her
duet partner was Jake Wells.
Many said it was an odd pairing since Brady’s strengths
are strong female vocals.
She was chosen by Levine after she belted out a cover of
Heart’s “Barracuda.”
“Thank you so much everyone for your overwhelm-

ing support during my time
on #TheVoice! Thank you to
Adam Levine for turning so
quickly, thank you JHud [Jennifer Hudson] for your honor
of turning as well!” she wrote
on her Facebook page Natalie
Brady Music.
“I cannot tell you how much
I have valued this experience.
There’s no price I could ever
put on any one moment because each moment I’ve spent
doing what I love so much has
built upon each other! The people I’ve met that are contestants still, the ones who’ve left
– they’re all people I consider
my friends and fellow pros in
this business!”
Brady is the daughter of
Tulsa musician and Osage
Nation member Jack Brady
and a graduate of Union High
School. A single mom, she lives
in Nashville where she performs with her band.
She is scheduled to return
to Tulsa for a Dec. 20 perfor-

mance at Stillhouse Bar &
Grill, 8922 S. Memorial Dr.
She is also in talks with the
Osage Nation about possible performances in Pawhuska or at one of the Osage
Casino locations.
“It’s not the end people –
IT’S A NEW BEGINNING!”
she wrote on her Facebook
page. “Hard work and commitment to this music world
is what gets you somewhere,
and
that
isn’t
stopping
anytime soon!
“Thank you to all of my
band members for being such
a kick ass band. Thank you to
my family for being supportive
always. And thank you again
to all of you who continue the
outpouring of love and appreciation for us and what we do
each day – making music!
“I love you all!!!”
Follow her career on her Natalie Brady Music Facebook
page and follow her on Twitter
at @NatalieBradyMusic.

Courtesy Photo/Natalie Brady Music

Natalie Brady is scheduled to return to Tulsa for a Dec. 20 performance
at Stillhouse Bar & Grill, 8922 S. Memorial Dr. She is also in talks with the
Osage Nation about possible performances in Pawhuska or at one of the
Osage Casino locations.
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next summer. Executives of
Imperative Entertainment,
which acquired the rights to
the book in 2016, have been
in touch with the Osage Nation to scout locations in the
upcoming months.
Chad Renfro said the
company
has
contacted
him since executives visited Pawhuska in January.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear appointed
Renfro and Addie Roanhorse
as Nation ambassadors for
the project
Renfro said that when the
script is closer to completion the company will seek
input on elements such as
language, style of dress and
other aspects of the film native to Osages.
He said that decisions on
casting and locations await
finalizing the script and that
he is compiling an artists’
database of Osages interested in being part of the film.

Telling our own story

Reclaiming Native Truth
is a $3.3 million project that
addresses false narratives,
erasure and stereotypes
about Native Americans. Its
data-driven research stresses the importance of having
Natives tell their own stories.
According to the project’s
website, it has been able to
explore “unprecedented areas of research and reveal a
new understanding of public
perceptions and dominant
narratives that impact Native peoples within American society.” According to its
research, representation of
Native people in entertainment and media is less than
0.4 percent.
“We can’t expect Martin
Scorsese to tell our story for
us,” said Osage artist and activist Ryan RedCorn. “That’s
not his job, that will never
be his intent, that’s not what
he’s been hired to do.
“The way the story is formatted in the book, it makes
Osages the victims, and it
doesn’t land very hard on
survivorship or agency of
Osage characters. If that
remains the same when it’s
translated to the movie, it’s

Session

going to be highly problematic for an authentic narrative of Osages to exist within
the mind of the general public.
“What the book does, and
the potential of the movie
could do, is reinforce negative outcomes. There’s an
expectation that Osages
will, would and should be
murdered. That’s very scary.
“The community here has
done the best that it can to
hand a working narrative
off to each successive generation of what this event
was, how we tell it from one
generation to the next, and
we’ve maintained that internally and we’ve done the
best that we can to manage
the way people view us from
outside of here.
“But, if an entire country
or world is given this idea
— which isn’t refuted in the
book — that Osages aren’t
deserving of being the benefactor of their good choices.”
Gray agreed, saying the
last chapter of the book focuses on interviews with descendants of those murdered
but otherwise does little
in terms of showcasing the
Osage legacy.
“Maybe all my fears are
unfounded, and this is going to be the signature story where Hollywood finally
gets it right,” he said. “But,
if my concerns are at all legitimized, it’s because of
past treatment of Indian stories in Hollywood.”
RedCorn, who is researching his family’s story during
that time period, said he
thinks about his late grandfather and how he had to
survive the trauma of having his father murdered.
“There’s a lot of healing
that took place in that time
period, and I’m afraid from
the movie’s perspective the
narrative of Osages being victims and not having
agency is troubling.
“But from a strictly authorship type of angle, we
can’t expect somebody else
to tell our story. That’s probably not going to happen.
The stories that we have in
the community, they’re not
from victims. They exist
from survivors.
“Osages aren’t victims.
Osages are survivors.”

Six Nations
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For the coordinators of
the Six Nations Walk, the
event and statistics carry
additional weight.
Janett Reyna, one of the
coordinators of the first Six
Nations Walk in 2012, was
stabbed to death in August
2013 by her boyfriend, Luis
Octavio Frias, in front of two
of the couple’s three children.
A former police officer, Reyna
was the Ponca Tribe’s domestic
violence coordinator and had
a protective order out against
Frias at the time of her death.
More than five years later,
a first-degree murder warrant
is still out for Frias’ arrest and
bond is set at $5 million. He
stands about 5 feet, 11 inches and weighs around 200
pounds. Anyone with information on his whereabouts is
asked to call the Oklahoma
State Bureau of Investigation
at 1-800-522-8017.
The incident took place just
days after Reyna had taken out a protective order, the
time period identified by the
event’s keynote speaker, former victim’s advocate and domestic violence survivor Pam
Moore, as the most perilous for
a person trying to escape an
abusive partner.
“It’s a dangerous situation,”
she said. “No one gets out by
themselves. It takes help.

Participants walk around the Tonkawa dance grounds during the Six nations DV Awareness Walk and Lil Monster Dash on Oct. 16.

That’s why we need advocates
and why we need these tribal
programs.”
The walk comes as Indian
Country, as well as the rest
of the United States, waits to
see if or when Congress will
officially renew the Violence
Against Women Act.
In mid-September, the U.S.
Congress approved a temporary stopgap measure, extending VAWA’s provisions
and grant opportunities until
Dec. 7.
Under the terms of VAWA’s
2013 reauthorization, tribes
may exercise special criminal
jurisdiction over non-Natives
who violate a protective order
or commit an act of domestic or
dating violence against a tribal
citizen within the tribe’s jurisdictional area.

The expanded tribal provisions do not extend to crimes
committed by a stranger, child
abuse cases that do not involve
a violated protective order, offenses committed on non-tribal land or to potentially related
crimes outside VAWA’s scope,
such as robbery, identity theft,
drug possession or child abuse.
So far, 18 tribes nationally
have updated their legal codes
to accommodate the special
criminal jurisdiction language
in the 2013 edition.
To date, only one reauthorization bill has been filed this
year. Authored by Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Texas), the
proposed 2018 version has
154 co-sponsors. As currently
worded, the measure would
maintain the expanded tribal
provisions. It would also provide even more federal funding for rape crisis centers and
allow for law enforcement
officers to remove weapons
from people who are the subject of a protective order or are
convicted of domestic abuse
or stalking.

Upcoming Walk Schedule
• 2019 - Kaw Nation
• 2020 - Otoe-Missouria
Tribe of Oklahoma
Osage Nation DV employees had out brochures and candy at the Six Nations DV Awareness Walk on Oct. 16.

• 2021 - Osage Nation
• 2022 - Pawnee Nation
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Other buildings sustaining storm damage include the ON Fitness Center and the Women Infants and Children (WIC) clinic,
according to photos taken by the ON Tribal Works Department,
which responded to inspect the building damages.
• To amend the Nation’s Capital Asset and Improvement
Fund (ONCA 18-42) to delete reference to federal funds.
• To amend the Nation’s 2019 fiscal year Executive Branch
Appropriation Act (ONCA 18-48) to correct discrepancies in
the budgets.
• To access ON funds held by the federal Office of the Special
Trustee for land purchases.
• To amend bill ONCA 14-39 to revise the compensation for
the Chief Judge of the ON Trial Court.
• To amend the ON Restricted Real Property Repurchasing
Act.
Special sessions may last up to 10 days and can be adjourned
before that time limit at the will of the Congress. All Congressional session and committee meetings will be held at the ON
Capitol Building on Main Street in Pawhuska.
For more information on the Congressional special sessions
or filed bills/ resolutions, visit osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/
legislative-branch.

Uinokt
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to both the National Historic
Preservation Act and the National Environmental Policy
Act, which require that tribes
be consulted before any infrastructure projects are started.
Additionally,
wireless
companies are no longer legally obligated to pay upfront fees to tribes when
providing an opportunity to
comment on proposed cell
tower projects.
Tribes’ historical preservation offices often use those
fees to cover the costs of studies to determine whether the
proposed tower would impact

any historical sites, such as
burial grounds.
As per court filings, the FCC
is projecting more than 25,000
new cell towers – most of them
shorter and closer together –
in the coming year as part of
an effort to build up 5G network coverage.
Sypolt said oral arguments
have not yet been scheduled in
the case, but the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia has been willing to at least
keep things moving with final
briefs due in January.
“The bigger implication with
this case is that if the FCC
wins, no federal agency will be
required to consult with Indian tribes,” he said.

Participants line up at informational booths during the Six Nations DV Awareness Walk event on Oct. 16.

Osage Nation Visitors Center to open Nov. 9
Osage News
After weeks of planning, remodeling and art acquisitions
from Osage artists, a new
Osage Nation Visitors Center
will open its doors Nov. 9.
The Visitors Center is located at 602 East Main Street in
Pawhuska. Doors will open at
9 a.m. Business hours for the
center will be Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
In an effort to intercept the
increased traffic of tourists
visiting Pawhuska on a daily
basis, the Visitors Center will
provide an “accurate history
of the Osage using technology
and literature, providing an
enhanced experience for all
visitors,” according to a ON
release. “The mission of the
Osage Nation Visitors Center
is to promote Osage culture,
Osage Nation programs and
services, Osage artists and
Osage owned businesses.”
“It has been a long yet rewarding experience to be a
part of developing this new
program for the Osage Nation,” said Addie Hudgins,
director of the WahZhaZhe
Cultural Center. “The amount
of visitors coming to the area

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

The Osage Nation Visitors Center opens Nov. 9 in Pawhuska.

is huge and I believe it is important for us to tell our story
as Osages.”
The ON Visitors Center
promotes Osage-owned businesses and Osage artists in
the area. The Center will also
direct visitors to local attractions, as well as provide details and directions for Osage
Nation programs and services,

according to the release. Visitors will have the opportunity
to use the Osage Language
App on the iPad bar and purchase gifts and art by Osage
artists.
Nation departments worked
together to prepare for the
opening of the Visitors CenSee Visitors Center
—Continued on Page 19
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Minerals
Council
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failed because under minerals
council rules a tie vote fails.
The floor was still open for
nominations and Forman
nominated Waller for chair.
Revard seconded. Voting “yes”
for Waller were Redcorn, Red
Eagle, Revard, Waller and Forman. Voting “no” were Harlan,
Yates and Gray.
Courtesy Photo

ONPD

Cody Hammer/ON Communications

Jim Little was sworn in as interim Treasurer on Oct. 24.

Standing Bear appoints
interim ON Treasurer
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Osage Nation Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear appointed a longtime
area accountant to serve as
the Nation’s Treasurer.
Jim Littleton, who is a
shareholder with Skiatook
accounting firm Littleton,
Ruef & Associates PC, is an
interim appointee to serve as
Treasurer, according to an
Oct. 16 executive message
to the Sixth ON Congress.
Per the ON Constitution,
the Principal Chief appoints
individuals to the Nation’s
enterprise boards, as well
as other appointed posts, including the Treasurer.
Littleton’s appointment
will be subject to consideration of a confirmation vote
by Congress when it meets
for its next regular Hun-Kah
Session in March 2019.
Littleton’s appointment
comes after the Congress
failed to confirm former
Treasurer Samuel Alexander for a second term during
the Tzi-Zho Session held in
September.
According to his LinkedIn
page, Littleton received his
bachelor’s degree in accounting and economics from
Northeastern State University. Littleton has served as
a shareholder at the Littleton Ruef & Associates firm
since 2014.
According to Osage law establishing the Department
of Treasury, the Treasurer

shall be at least 25 years old,
have no felony convictions
and shall have obtained a
bachelor’s degree with a certified public accountant’s license and degree preferred.
If a vacancy occurs in the
Treasurer’s post, any person
appointed and confirmed to
fill that vacancy shall serve
the remainder of the post’s
four-year term and be eligible for reappointment and
confirmation for a subsequent full term.
According to ON Congressional rules on appointments, The appointees will
also receive a questionnaire
from the respective Congressional committees seeking
background information on
their professional work experience history as part of
consideration.
The Congressional rules
also state: Once a Congressional committee considers
an appointee and a report
is issued to the Congress,
then “any member of Congress may move during the
‘Motions’ portion of a session
for a nominee (appointee)
interview to be placed on
the agenda, or alternatively
may move for confirmation
consideration of the nominee to be placed on an agenda. The motion is subject to
amendment, and requires
an affirmative majority vote
of the members present to
pass. Should either of the
motions fail, the motion may
be reasserted any day until
the day before the last regular day of Session.”

Cody Hammer/ON Communications

Jim Little was sworn in as interim Treasurer on Oct. 24.

According to Harlan, her relationship with Councilwoman
Susan Forman has deteriorated over the last two months to
the point that the Osage Nation Police Department had to
be called to the council chambers on Oct. 2 after a confrontation between the two.
The Osage Nation Police
Department confirmed that it
did respond to the call and the
Osage Nation Attorney General’s office acknowledged that
it received reports from Councilwomen Harlan, Forman
and Margo Gray regarding
tthe incident.
As of 2 p.m. Oct. 12, the
police report and statements
from the three councilwomen have not been released
by the Osage Nation Attorney General’s office, citing an
on-going investigation.
After the meeting, Councilwoman Forman emailed a
statement to Osage News.
“The will of the Osage Minerals Council to elect a new
chairman is accomplished,”
she wrote. “I hope to move
forward with the cooperation
of my fellow council members
in a positive and productive
manner to fulfill our joint responsibilities to protect and
develop for long term profitability the mineral estate
for the benefit of all Osage
headright owners.”

An elder speaks

Before the meeting could
adjourn, Cecelia Tallchief
took the chamber floors to
address the council and air
her frustration with the situation. There were about 20
meeting attendees.
“I came here because I heard
about the division within this
mineral council,” she said.
“You all paid money to ask us
to vote for you. I don’t know
how this fiasco got started and
only those who were involved
with it know. What you’re
here for it is to represent the
shareholders and show strong
leadership to work with the
Bureau (of Indian Affairs).
“Right now, you’ve shown
that you’ve split apart. Over
what, I don’t know. Every one
of you asked us to vote for you.
I voted for many of you.
“Who caused this? I’d like
to know. It’s not going to be
public record, I’m sure. But
those of you who are involved
and caused this to come to
this point need to take a good
look at yourselves…and see if
you’re capable of sitting on this
board. If you’re not and you’re
causing problems, resign.
They’ll take your resignation.”

Courtesy Photo

Osage Minerals Councilwoman Osage Minerals Councilwoman
Marsha Harlan.
Susan Foreman.

Harlan resigns as
OMC chair following
conflict with fellow
councilwoman
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
A disagreement among members of the Osage Minerals
Council has led to the resignation of the body’s chairwoman.
Citing almost two months of conflicts with Councilwoman
Susan Forman, Chairwoman Marsha Harlan confirmed on
Oct. 10 that she has tendered her immediate resignation as
chairwoman of the Osage Minerals Council but will stay on
as an elected council member.
“I didn’t run to be the chair,” Harlan said. “I ran to represent the shareholders and that is exactly what I intend to
do. If the council would prefer to have someone else be the
chair, I will continue to do my job to represent the shareholders who elected me.”
According to Harlan, the relationship between the two
has become tense since the decision to ask Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear to solicit an opinion from the Osage
Nation Attorney General’s Office regarding potential conflicts of interest. Although no individual council members
were name-checked in the opinion or the formal request,
Councilman Paul Revard, Forman’s cousin, was specifically mentioned during public discussion on the matter at the
July 18 OMC meeting.
The matter allegedly came to a head on Oct. 2 when Forman confronted Harlan in the council chambers building
after a meeting. Harlan requested the Osage Nation Police
Department remove Forman from the building after she
screamed at her and the two had physical contact.
The Osage Nation Police Department confirmed that
it did respond to the call and the Osage Nation Attorney
General’s office acknowledged that it received reports from
Councilwomen Harlan, Forman and Margo Gray regarding
the incident. However, on Oct. 9, First Assistant Attorney
General Clint Patterson declined to release the reports until
the completion of an investigation into the matter.
Councilwoman Gray, who was not part of the incident,
confirmed that there was shouting in the building prior to
ONPD’s arrival.
“I was in the building when Marsha and Susan’s event
happened,” she said. “I could hear the yelling down
the hallway.”
Attempts to reach Councilwoman Forman on Oct. 10 via
telephone were unsuccessful.
A special meeting to elect a new chair was scheduled for
10 a.m. on Oct. 12 in the council chambers (see Minerals
Council story, page 1). With Harlan’s resignation as chairwoman already in effect, Second Chair Andrew Yates ran
the meeting until a new chairperson was elected.
Near the conclusion of the council’s regular Oct. 5 meeting, an attempt was made to suspend the council’s standing rules in order to amend the agenda and potentially vote
Harlan out as chairwoman. However, the motion to suspend
the rules was not entertained, with an attorney citing a provision of the tribe’s Open Meeting Act that requires at least
48 hours notice to amend a published agenda for anything
short of an emergency.

Osage and Alaskan Native youth
alleges racial harassment at Class A
Regional softball tournament
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
In what should have been
the highlight of her softball
career, a young woman from
Woodland High School said
she was the object of racial harassment as she played in the
Class A Regional softball tournament in Chickasha against
Amber-Pocasset High School.
The young woman, who is
Osage and Alaskan Native, of
Aleut descent, was playing left
field when she said Am-Po fans
began to taunt her on Sept. 27.
The girl’s mother said the fans
started harassing her about
her body first, and when that
didn’t affect her, they moved
on to racial obscenities. The

young woman is identifiably
Native American.
“They started calling her
very racist names. She came to
the dugout and was telling her
teammate about it and our Assistant Coach overheard,” she
said. “At that point is when I
was notified about it.”
The girl’s mother notified an
Am-Po school administrator of
the situation, who was later
confirmed as Am-Po Principal
Bobby Odam.
“The administrator said he
didn’t witness anything and
couldn’t kick them out. I said I
didn’t want them to be kicked
out, I was just asking they
be made to move,” she said.
“I didn’t ask him what his
name was because I was just
really disgusted.”

She said Odam walked over
to the left field fence where
the fans were sitting, talked
to them, then walked back and
said the fans denied having
said racial obscenities. He said
since he didn’t hear it, he was
allowing them to stay. Odam
did not return multiple calls
or an email for comment on
this story. Am-Po Superintendent Jerime Parker called the
Osage News but declined to
comment on the record.
The girl’s mother found a
state trooper who then walked
over to the fans and asked
them to move to the main seating area and they obliged. But
the damage was done. The
young woman had endured
See Racist
—Continued on Page 6
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The girl’s father, who is Alaskan Native of Aleut descent, stood by the left
field fence during his daughter’s second game against Amber-Pocassett
High School to make sure no one racially harassed her.

6 November 2018

Osage News • osagenews.org

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Construction progresses on the Osage Veterans Memorial, located just northeast of the Osage Nation Museum. On Veterans Day, Nov. 11, at 9:30 a.m. Osage officials will dedicate the memorial. Contact Maria
DeRoin at (918) 287-9729 for more information on the veteran names included in the memorial.

Osage Veterans Memorial opening
and dedication scheduled Nov. 11
Benny Polacca
Osage News
On Sunday Nov. 11, Veterans Day, the Osage Nation
will dedicate and open the
Osage Veterans Memorial to
the public at 0930 hours.
Construction crews started work on the memorial on
June 6 to remain on track
for the memorial opening to
coincide with Veterans Day
and other activities that
day to honor and remember
Osage veterans, many of
whom, have their names inscribed on the memorial wall.
Members of the Osage
Nation’s Veterans Memorial Commission, who worked
with architecture and construction officials on the project, and other government
officials and military dignitaries will be at the opening for the memorial located
next to the ON Museum on
the government campus in
Pawhuska.
“The mission of the Osage

Racist
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one of the most humiliating
moments in her life.
“I have reached out to OSSAA and they emailed us back,
that they are going to contact
the administration at Amber-Pocasset,” the girl’s mother said.
Amy Cassell, OSSAA assistant director, said the
playoff events are conducted
by OSSAA but the Regional
Tournament was hosted by
Amber-Pocasset schools and
the conduct of the fans would
fall under the school’s jurisdiction. “I received an email from
what I assume was someone
at Woodland, that described
the situation at Am-Po, and
so that is definitely a student
body thing. It wasn’t a contestant in the contest, so I forwarded that on to Mr. Odam,”
Cassel said. “It is a playoff
event, that’s 100 percent correct, but it was actually hosted
by Amber-Pocasset schools – it
is an OSSAA tournament. Had
it been a contestant, someone
participating in the game that
we were having an issue with,
an umpire certainly would
have some jurisdiction over
that person. What the letter
described were people behind
the fence. So that’s a school
administration issue.”
If the situation had involved
a player, then her educated
guess would be that the umpire would disqualify the player from the contest “and be
required to sit out additional
contests” and depending on
the gravity of the situation
there would be some additional penalties to the player. The
OSSAA is a staff of seven and
cannot be at every contest or
tournament it hosts, said Cassell, it relies on the schools
hosting the tournaments. On
Sept. 27, the day of the incident, similar tournaments
were being conducted for Class
B, Class A, Class 2A, and Class
3A with eight tournaments going on in each classification,
she said.
“To be honest, that’s why

Nation Veterans Memorial
Commission is to establish
a memorial to honor the service of all past, present and
future generations of Osage
Veterans and the sacrifices
made by the families,” VMC
Chairman Franklin McKinley, a U.S. Navy veteran, said
in a statement.
The memorial comprises
granite walls with Osage veterans’ names inscribed on the
wall with space for additional names to be added. In the
center of the memorial is a
22-foot sculpture eagle feather, which is believed to be the
tallest feather-shaped sculpture ever made, according
to VMC Coordinator Maria
DeRoin (U.S. Navy veteran).
The ON Congress passed
a 2011 law establishing the
Veterans Memorial Commission, which is charged
with overseeing the construction/ design activities of the
memorial. In spring 2017,
the Fifth ON Congress approved a $1.1 million appropriation bill for the Veterans
they’re hosted at schools, so
there will be a school administrator on duty and there’s
supposed to be one from each
school. The visiting school and
the host school, to handle anything that happens outside the
contest,” she said. “I agree, it
was a bad situation.”

Adverse Childhood
Experience
Harmony Revard Fuller,
an Osage LMSW working
in Behavioral Health at the
WahZhaZhi Health Center,
said racism, bullying and other forms of abuse can have
lasting effects on youth.
“Acts of racism are often
traumatic experiences for
people,” she said. “They are
considered to be an Adverse
Childhood Experience, which
are events that children experience that traumatize both
the mind and body. Children
who experience ACEs are at
risk of various health outcomes due to trauma harming
their developing brains, which
may lead to changing how they
respond to stress.”
According to the Journal of
Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, perceived racial
discrimination is associated
with poor child health, she
said. Some of these health outcomes include high-risk health
behaviors, mental or behavioral health issues, and physical health impacts. High-risk
health behaviors observed in
children who face racial discrimination are sometimes
related to substance use and
other unhealthy coping behaviors, such as smoking or vaping. Children also experience
mental health concerns that
can manifest into an increase
of depressive symptoms and
anxiety, which can lead to
thoughts or acts of self-harm.
“We offer many behavioral
health services at WahZhaZhi
Health Center that are effective in addressing and
treating trauma. Outside of
general counseling, we offer
Trauma
Focused-Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy which
works to address trauma in
children under the age of 18,”

Memorial for design and
building costs. In May 2018,
the five-member Veterans
Memorial Commission selected Tulsa-based Builders
Unlimited for construction
and Pryse Monument Co. in
Ponca City for handling the
memorial granite.
Going forward, other objectives of the Veterans Memorial Commission include
continuing to identify Osage
veterans and to establish a
written record of their service in the U.S. armed forces, according to a statement.
The commission also plans to
implement long-term funding techniques to provide
consistent and sustainable
funding for the memorial’s
preservation and to cultivate
community
partnerships
with veteran organizations
to create a vibrant community of Osage veterans.
For more information on
the memorial and VMC,
DeRoin can be reached at
(918) 287-9729 or email mdderoin@osagenation-nsn.gov
Revard Fuller said. “Often
times, parents or guardians
make initial appointments because of their child’s behavior
(tantrums, outbursts, anger)
and it is later discovered that
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Bison from a second Osage Nation acquisition gather in a coral after being delivered to the Bluestem Ranch on Oct. 2.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Bluestem Ranch Board members and workers, including chairman Jim
Perrier, wait for a shipment of bison to arrive at the ranch on Oct. 2.

Bison
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son for free and only paid for
the tractor-trailer truck delivery costs.
This is the second shipment
of bison the Nation has acquired from the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge near
Lawton. In October 2017, the
Nation received its first shipment of 20 bison, which joined
seven bison left over from
media mogul Ted Turner’s bison herds when he owned the
ranch before the Nation’s 2016
successful purchase of the
property.
According to the refuge
website: “Established in 1901,
Wichita Mountains Wildlife
Refuge is one of more than 556

refuges throughout the United
States managed by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. The
refuge provides habitat for
large native grazing animals
such as American bison, Rocky
Mountain elk, and white-tailed
deer.”
The Bluestem Ranch Board
has turned the ranch into an
operating cattle business and
has sectioned off a portion of
the property for a bison preserve. Ranch board members
include Perrier, Ladd Oldfield
(vice chair), Teresa Meade
(Treasurer), Hank Hainzinger
and Galen Crum.
For more information on job
opportunities with the Bluestem Ranch follow the Bluestem Ranch LLC on Facebook
or contact them at bluestemranchllc@gmail.com.

there is a reason for these
behaviors and it is often related to some form of adverse
childhood experience.”

Apology
The girl’s mother said after the game against AmPo on Sept. 27, the Cougar’s
head coach spoke with Am-Po
coaches and they apologized
for the situation and the OS-

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

SAA apologized in their email

A recent newborn calf joins other bison for feeding time at the Bluestem
Ranch on Oct. 2.

to her. She said her daughter
went straight to the bus after
the game. She said she told the
Am-Po coaches she didn’t feel
it was safe for her daughter to
play in the next day’s game because it was against Am-Po at
their stadium.
“The next day we played
at Amber-Pocasset and I told
[Am-Po’s assistant coach] I
didn’t feel safe bringing my
child to play today and he
assured me that something
like this would never happen
again,” she said.
The Cougars lost to AmPo again on Sept. 28 and the
same fans who allegedly harassed her daughter were at

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Bison from the Osage Nation’s second acquisition for the Bluestem Ranch
gather in a coral after arriving at the ranch on Oct. 2.

Cultural Encampment

the game. Am-Po would go on
to win the state championship.
“I just wanted these [fans]
to have some education and
ownership for what they did.
That’s not going to happen because none of them are going to
admit to it … it was just very
disturbing,” she said. “It was
such a long distance from their
bleachers to the end of the left
field bench, the field and how
it was made, you can stand
behind the left field bench and
they were able to say it and
nobody else was able to hear it
but her.”

After the handgame activities, participants enjoy s’mores, hot chocolate
and hot dogs at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the
Bluestem Ranch. See more photos on pages 10 and 11.
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Osage Casino officials report good
first month for new Tulsa casino
Benny Polacca
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. – Osage Casino officials reported having
a good first month of business
for the newly opened Tulsa hotel and casino property while
work continues on adding
parking lot spaces and a new
event center.
“Things are very good next
door, you’re going to be pleased
to hear some very, very good
results for our first 50 days,”
Osage Casino CEO Byron Bighorse said of the new Tulsa casino and hotel during the Oct.
24 Gaming Enterprise Board
meeting. The new Tulsa casino property opened its doors
on Aug. 29 along North 36th
Street next to the former casino that opened in 2005.
Construction crews are con-

tinuing work on a parking lot
that will be built where the
former casino stood. After the
new Tulsa casino opened and
before demolition efforts started in September, the 2005
structure became a two-day
training room for area law enforcement entities and casino
security staff on responding to
an active shooter situation, according to a KTUL-TV article.
Due to confidential business and proprietary information, Bighorse did not discuss
specifics of the new casino’s
business, which are discussed
during the gaming board’s executive session portion of their
meetings as allowed by Osage
law.
In related news, gaming
board chairman Mark Simms
informed the meeting attendees the Osage Casino Central
Services would remain at its

current office space on the former Tulsa Airpark property
west of the new casino amid
prior meeting discussions that
central offices would relocate
to downtown Tulsa approximately five miles south of the
casino.
Construction work also
continues on the casino’s new
event and entertainment center, which is on the north side
of the property near the banquet and meeting rooms that
are open for special event reservations. For example, the
2018 Osage Oil & Gas Summit
is scheduled Dec. 12-13 at the
casino.
The new event and entertainment venue will be called
Skyline Event Center and
stretches across 15,000 square
feet, according to an opening
day casino map provided by
Tulsa casino staff.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Construction continues on the Osage Casino & Hotel’s Skyline
Event Center.
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StrongHearts Native Helpline
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Raymond Lasley dances on WWII Veteran Raymond Lasley Sr.’s song at the Gray Horse War Mothers annual Soldier Dance on May 12 at the Grayhorse Indian Village.

Osage Nation enters partnership
with VA to offer direct home loans
to Native American veterans
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Osage Nation is joining other tribes in signing a
memorandum of understanding with the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs to allow
eligible Osage and other Native American veterans direct
home loans.
On Oct. 19, the Nation announced the MOU partnership
with the VA so eligible Native
American veterans may apply
for home loans through the
VA’s Native American Direct
Loan (NADL) program, which
started in 1992.
According to the NADL
website, this program provides
eligible Native American Veterans and their spouses the
opportunity to use their VA
home loan guaranty benefit on
Federal trust land for financing the purchase, construction
or improvements of homes.
After signing the MOU,
Principal
Chief
Geoffrey
Standing Bear said in a statement: “The Osage Nation is

proud to present this opportunity to our Native American
veterans. They have served
our country and we need to do
more to serve them.”
Some advantages of the program include, no down payment, no private mortgage
insurance, low closing costs,
and a low fixed interest rate.
The NADL program is not a
grant, so the loan must be repaid, the statement added.
According to the ON Office
of the Chiefs, the Nation currently has about 22,000 enrolled Osages and 1,135 are
veterans. Many of these veterans have been waiting years
for an opportunity such as the
NADL program.
“It is a great benefit to our
Native American veterans
who have trust or restricted land that will allow them
to go to the VA for home improvements, handicap accessibility and new construction.
This will also allow the Native
American veterans to keep
their land in trust or restriction,” said Johnny Williams,
an Osage Army veteran, who

served as a Special Forces
Combat Medic in Vietnam.
From the Nation’s Legislative Branch, Osage Congressman and Army veteran John
Maker also applauded the
NADL program. “I think this
is a great and wonderful thing
for Osage veterans to give
them a chance to have their
own place, because I do know
that all veterans have a hard
time and a lot are homeless,”
Maker said in the statement.
For more information or to
start the NADL application
process, Native American Veterans can go online to www.
eBenefits.va.gov to apply for a
Certificate of Eligibility or submit a paper application (VA
Form 26-1880) found at http://
go.va.gov/vvge to the VA. They
can also contact the VA to get
more information and begin
the loan application process.
The Osage Nation Office for
Financial Assistance also has
information on this program
and can be reached at (918)
287-5325 and is located in the
Welcome Center at the ON
campus in Pawhuska.

Cultural
Encampment
Lights from participants’ tents glow as
they
round
dance
around a fire at the 10th
Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21
on the Bluestem Ranch.
See more photos on
pages 10 and 11.

StrongHearts Native
Helpline receives its
1,000th call from
those affected by
domestic violence
and dating violence
Mallory Black
StrongHearts Native Helpline
AUSTIN, Texas (October 5, 2018) – In time for Domestic
Violence Awareness Month, the StrongHearts Native Helpline (1-844-7NATIVE) announced 1,000 callers have now
reached out to the helpline for safe, confidential support and
resources for domestic violence and dating violence, shining
a light on the deep-rooted issues of violence plaguing Tribal
communities across the United States.
Since March 2017, the StrongHearts Native Helpline has
offered a culturally-appropriate space for victims, survivors,
their families and friends, service providers and abusive
partners to reach out for help. As a partnered effort, StrongHearts combines the technology and infrastructure of the
National Domestic Violence Hotline with the National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center’s policy and programmatic expertise and community connections.
“This is a key milestone in our work to support those facing intimate partner violence, though we recognize these
calls are only beginning to scratch the surface of violence in
Tribal communities,” said StrongHearts Assistant Director
Lori Jump (Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians).
“Every call speaks to the bravery of our people in breaking
the silence of violence in our homes, families and communities. For those reaching out to StrongHearts, we hear you,
and we are here for you, no matter what.”
Steeped in Native cultures and traditions, advocates navigate each caller’s abuse situation with safety, compassion
and respect. Created by and for Native American communities, StrongHearts is uniquely designed to serve a population facing some of the highest rates of domestic violence
in the United States. Tribes, even as sovereign nations, face
significant jurisdictional hurdles when addressing domestic
violence in their communities. Gaps in culturally-based supportive services create unique barriers for Native victims
seeking help.
According to StrongHearts’ data from its first 19 months
of operations, the severity of victims’ experiences is telling:
more than 7 out of 10 victim-survivor callers reported experiencing more than one type of abuse (71%), including physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, financial abuse,
digital abuse, cultural abuse, and other complex situations.
Nearly half of callers experiencing violence reported a child
being involved in their situation (46%). The top service
referral requested by victim-survivors were shelters and
legal advocacy.
“Because more than four in five Native Americans experience violence in their lifetime, there is a clear need for a national, confidential and tailored resource like StrongHearts
to support Native victims,” said Jump. “However, we cannot
do this work without the help of our relatives; every call to
the helpline speaks to the need for more resources for tribally-run services for victims in Indian Country and Alaska
Native communities.”
In 2016, the National Institute of Justice released a
study indicating more than one in three American Indian
and Alaska Native women and men had experienced vioSee StrongHearts
—Continued on Page 18
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Osage photographer featured in ‘One Trail’
project to showcase and celebrate diversity
Osage News
Osage artist and photographer Ryan RedCorn is part of
a newly-launched “One Trail”
project by the outdoor brand
Merrell. The project celebrates
diversity on the trail and seeks
to contemporize attitudes
about outdoor participation.
RedCorn was one of 50
photographers tasked to take
portraits for a mural that
showcases
outdoor
trails
across the country on Sept. 1,
2018. The mural is commemorated in an online gallery at
Merrell.com/OneTrail.
“The idea of the portrait gallery is simple: to celebrate the
diversity of the trail by captur-

Courtesy Photo/Merrell

Ryan RedCorn was one of 50 photographers tasked to take portraits for a
mural that showcases outdoor trails across the country on Sept. 1, 2018.

ing a moment in time,” said

Strick Walker, CMO at Mer-

rell. “The people we see on the
trail in media and marketing
often represent a very narrow
set of attributes. It’s outdated.
The outdoors are enjoyed by
everyone. Hopefully the project will become an inspirational reflection of that reality.”
On Sept. 1, 2018, the photographers were tasked to each of
the 50 states to their favorite
local trails, and together, they
created an unscripted portrait
of America - on a single day, according to a prepared release.
The photographers chosen for
the project come from different
backgrounds and passions.
The individuals included
in the campaign are not paid

models, athletes, or social media influencers. The group of
participating photographers
are as diverse as the real subjects they encountered.
The gallery will live on Merrell.com/OneTrail and will be
featured as a 2-page spread in
select national magazines, according to the release. Merrell
will also bring the images to
life in gallery-format on Nov.
8 at the Outdoor Retailer show
in Denver, Colorado.
“Our goal is to document the
trail like this repeatedly – and
in different parts of the world,”
continued Walker. “The trail is
a great unifier. It doesn’t care
who you are.”

Through the

Wah-Zha-Zhi Looking Glass

Screenshot of WahZhaZhi Health Center appointment update via
text notifications.

Text message updates now
available to WHC patients
Osage News
The WahZhaZhi Health
Center now offers the option for patients to receive
appointment updates via
text messages.
Clinic patients typically receive phone calls for
upcoming appointment reminders, but now an option is available to receive
appointment updates and
reminders through text messages on their cell phones,
according to the WHC.
Other messages will also
be sent to patients via text
message. For example, mass
communication
messages sent to all patients will
inform them of inclement
weather closings; unexpect-

ed cancellation of appointments; patient surveys or
other special events. Patients who do not wish to receive text message updates
will still be able to receive
standard audio phone calls
they currently receive.
To receive the clinic text
message option, patients
can call the WHC’s automated line at (918) 287-9390,
enter their chart number
when prompted, follow the
steps as directed by the automated voice and select the
preferred
communication
method (audio or text).
For more information on
clinic services and appointments,
the
WahZhaZhi
Health Center’s main phone
number is (918) 287-9300.

Courtesy Photo/Wahzhazhe Cultural Center

Osage News

The Superintendent’s House has been rumored to be haunted. The Osage
News and ON Communications Department teamed up to investigate.

ON Communications Department
and Osage News team up for
Paranormal Investigation
Osage News
The Osage News and the
Osage Nation Communications Department teamed
up to investigate the alleged
hauntings of the Superintendent’s House on the Osage
Campus. For years, emplees

have heard strange noises,
seen ghosts, and other things
they cannot explain. To watch
the full video, visit the Osage
News’ YouTube channel or
enter in the URL into your
web browser: youtube.com/
watch?v=fdLFUHl_wps&t=2s

TOP: Four Osage men and two
non-Native men - 1906. Back row
L-R: Arthur T. Woodward (Attorney
and Bureau of Indian Affairs Special Agent), Mon-shu-kah-in-gahhle or William Pryor (Osage - Interpreter), Cassius R. Peck (Attorney
with the U.S. Department of the Interior, and Secretary of the Osage
Indian Allotting Commission).
Front row L-R: Black Dog II (Osage Commissioner), Nee-kah-wah-shetun-kah (Osage - Chief), Beg-gahhah-she (Osage - Assistant Chief).

Courtesy Photo/Wahzhazhe Cultural Center

MIDDLE: Pawhuska, Oklahoma,
1911. Corner of Kihekah and
Main Street.

Courtesy Photo/Oklahoma Historical Society

LEFT: Photograph used for a
newspaper owned by the Oklahoma Publishing Company. Caption: “Ed Redeagle Sr., teacher,
shows the Osage word for “Drum.”
Dec. 31, 1992.
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2018 American
Indian Exposition
All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Author David Grann poses with The Waterbird Gallery staff, Kathryn Redcorn, Billie Ponca,
and owner Danette Daniels at the book signing event on Oct. 18 for his book Killers of the
Flower Moon.

Author David Grann signs a copy of his best-selling book, “Killers of the Flower Moon” at the
Waterbird Gallery on Oct. 18.

Celebrated author has book signing
at The Waterbird Gallery

All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Osage Nation Princess Alaina Maker holds a frosted cookie decorated with an Osage ribbonwork design during an Aug. 16 princess reception as part of her attendance at the
2018 American Indian Exposition in Anadarko.

Osage Nation Princess Alaina Maker (second from left) attends a meet and greet at the
Delaware Nation Cultural Center during the 2018 American Indian Exposition and poses for
photos with fellow Oklahoma tribal princess attendees and Lindy Waters III (Kiowa/ Cherokee) who is a starting forward on the Oklahoma State University men’s basketball team.
Attendees wait in line for a book signing by David Grann, who wrote “Killers of the Flower
Moon” at the Waterbird Gallery on Oct. 18.

A reenactment of an Osage boy, Keaton Tartsah, getting roached at the In-Lon-Schka
dances is performed during the Osage culture presentation at the 2018 American Indian
Exposition in Anadarko with several Osages participating and Town Crier Caesar Williams
(Ponca) on Aug. 15.

Author David Grann poses with Andrew Cote, Juli Cote and Kathryn Redcorn at the Oct. 18
book signing held at the Waterbird Gallery. Andrew Cote wanted to meet the author before
he leaves for Marine basic training at Camp Pendleton.

Osage Nation Princess Alaina Maker attended the 2018 American
Indian Exposition in Anadarko and
poses for a photo with Oklahoma
State University men’s basketball
starting forward Lindy Waters III
on Aug. 15. Waters (Kiowa/ Cherokee) is the Exposition’s Indian of
the Year honoree.

A ribbon cutting was held for the Waterbird Gallery by the Pawhuska Chamber of Commerce
on Oct. 18.
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Participants of the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment gather for a group photo before breakfast on Oct. 21.

Cultural
Encampment
All photos by

SHANNON SHAW DUTY
Osage News

LEFT: Osage Language Department Director Vann BigHorse, and Addie Hudgins
gather participants for the
evening meal at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment
Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem
Ranch.
RIGHT: Osage Congresswoman Paula Stabler judges
a handgame contest at the
10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the
Bluestem Ranch.

LEFT: Children play on a bank of a nearby creek at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem
Ranch.
RIGHT: Children play on hay bales at the
10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct.
20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

Children play with flashlights as evening sets in at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment
Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

January Phetsacksith and her daughter Jasmine, and Michelle Harding-Price help to prepare
dinner for the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.
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Participants enjoy Bluestem Ranch at
10th Annual Cultural Encampment
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
As 8-year-old Stellah McKinley put it, the WahZhaZhe
Cultural Center’s 10th Annual
Cultural Encampment was the
“Best. Night. Ever.”
More than 150 participants
traveled from Oregon, Washington, California, Texas,
Kansas, Missouri and across
Oklahoma to attend the encampment, which was being

hosted for the first time at the
Nation’s Bluestem Ranch.
“I thought it went really
well. It was hot, then it was
cold, but my favorite part was
the different location. For nine
years we’ve done the Cultural
Walk [at the Cross Bell Ranch]
and I think it was just symbolic that since we’ve purchased
this land now that we actually get to be here and make
use of it,” said WahZhaZhe
Cultural Center Director Ad-

Participants of the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment learn about archery from Adam Hannah.

die Hudgins. “It also gives
the Osage constituency that
participates an opportunity
to experience the ranchland
as well.”
The day began early with a
10 a.m. departure time for the
ranch, which produced a caravan of vehicles and two buses
snaking their way across dirt
roads to the camp’s location.
Once everyone arrived they
unpacked and got to work
setting up camp. A lunch of
sandwiches, chips and desserts was served buffet style.
The location of the camp sat
next to a creek bank where
children played for most of the
day. Participants took advantage of workshops hosted on
herbal remedies and archery
provided by Jaime Clark, a
public health nurse, while others helped to cut meat, peel
potatoes and help with preparations for dinner.
The evening brought everyone back together for a prayer
given in Osage by Language
Department Director Vann
Bighorse, who is also the for-

Participants of the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment relax during downtime between planned activities.

A participant is served food from a traditional Participants round dance under the moonOsage meal at the 10th Annual Cultural En- light as evening sets in at the 10th Annual
campment Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch. Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

mer cultural center director
and who began the Cultural
Walk in 2008. A delicious dinner of boiled potatoes, meat
gravy, steam fry, frybread and
squash was served.
Singers arrived after dinner and cultural center staff
hosted two handgames, with
participants round dancing
and playing into the evening
hours by firelight. Children
played around the camp with
their flashlights while others
watched the games.
Afterward
participants
made s’mores and roasted
hot dogs over the fire while
children lined up to make hot
chocolate as the temperature
began to drop. The fire was
kept going as one by one participants told ghost stories
and Osage language instructor
Christopher Cote told stories
in Osage and then translated
them afterward.
For Dori Biggerstaff and her
husband, who are from Kansas
City, it was their first time to
the Osage.
“This is our first time to

ever do anything related to the
Osage Nation,” she said. “My
favorite part was around the
campfire, the stories, and the
dancing and the drums.”
Breakfast was served in the
morning and the participants
gathered for a group photo.
Children and adults alike
talked excitedly about the trip
and talked about plans for
next year.
Adam Hannah, who is originally from Pawhuska but
now lives in Edmond with
his family, said he went on
the Cultural Walk two years
ago and the participation has
nearly doubled.
“I thought it was really
nice. There is a lot more people here than the last time
we came. The songs and the
dancing were really nice and
instructional,” he said. “There
were some people who were
from California and it was
their first time to be around
the culture and they were absorbing the information and
it made it fun, teaching them
about everything.”

Participants of the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment learn about archery from Adam Hannah.

WahZhaZhe Cultural Center Director Addie
Hudgins mixes dough for frybread at the 10th
Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on
the Bluestem Ranch.

Cherise Miller holds her son by the fire at
the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment
Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

A participant is served food from a traditional Osage meal at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

See more Encampment photos
throughout this issue.
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The Color Guard brings in the flags during a Native American Day celebration in Tulsa on the Guthrie Green on Oct. 8.

Columbus
who?
Native culture, history and
traditions celebrated on Oct. 8
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. — Columbus who?
Hundreds took to the streets of downtown Tulsa Oct. 8 to
participate in the city’s second annual Native American Day
celebration.
Along with dance demonstrations, department booths, food
trucks, a live mural and Native vendors lining the Guthrie
Green, this year’s celebration included a parade for the first
time as about 40 groups took to the streets of the Tulsa Arts
District.
“When you look around and see that our art is alive, our stories are alive, our people are alive and vibrant, and that our
communities are strong, you know that Indigenous People’s
Day is not a celebration of the past,” Cherokee Nation Secretary of State Chuck Hoskin Jr., said. “Ladies and gentlemen,
Indigenous People’s Day is a celebration of a bright future, and
we’re doing it right here in Tulsa, Oklahoma.”
At the request of the Greater Tulsa Indian Affairs Commission, Tulsa made the switch in September 2017 from Columbus
Day to Native American Day with unanimous support from its
city council.
Flanked on stage by the flags of all 39 Oklahoma tribes, lead-

Margaret Sisk (Osage), and Osage Princess Alaina Maker paint on a mural created by Osage/
Creek artist Yatika Fields during the Native American Day celebration in Tulsa on the Guthrie
Green on Oct. 8.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear gives a talk at the Native American
Day celebrations in Tulsa on the Guthrie Green on Oct. 8.

ers of the Osage, Cherokee, Muscogee (Creek), Kiowa and Kaw
nations took a moment at the celebration to call for inter-tribal
unity while reflecting on the past, present and future of Indian
Country.
“There is so much still to do,” said Osage Nation Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear. “While Oklahoma continues to
trend downward, we have got to continue to work together to
make this a better world.”
Meanwhile, down the Turner Turnpike, an estimated 250
people turned out for Oklahoma City’s first Indigenous People’s
Day celebration. The event was made possible thanks to a proclamation signed on Sept. 24 by Mayor David Holt, an Osage
Nation citizen.
As part of the celebration, Holt read the proclamation aloud
in front of a sculpture at Oklahoma City University by noted
Seminole and Muscogee artist Enoch Kelly Haney, drawing a
chorus of cheers and lulus. OCU began observing Indigenous
People’s Day in 2015.
“Today is absolutely a wonderful day that OCU no longer
stands alone. We have all of Oklahoma City standing with us,”
OCU Native American Society President Kevin Chissoe said.

Yatika Fields helps attendees during the Native American Day celebration in Tulsa participate in a mural on Oct. 8.

Osage Nation Princes Alaina Maker rides in the Native American Day parade in the Tulsa Arts District on
Oct. 8.
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Osage Nation JOM Coordinator Avis Ballard judges a handgame contest at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct.
20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

Cultural Encampment

Participants gather around the fire in the early morning as cooks prepare breakfast at
the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

After the handgame activities, participants enjoy s’mores, hot chocolate and hot dogs at the
10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

Participants gather around the fire as the sun rises at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

Cooks prepare breakfast at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem
Ranch.
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An instructor talks about using local herbs for at-home remedies to Cultural Encampment
participants.

Darian Lookout and Tammy Baldauff drink an herbal remedy for
sinuses at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21.

Cultural Encampment

Osage Language Department Director Vann BigHorse prays for the evening meal at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment Oct. 20-21 on the
Bluestem Ranch.
LEFT: Participants round dance at the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment
Oct. 20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

Participants of the 10th Annual
Cultural Encampment set up tents
along the bank of a nearby creek.
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Osage Prevention Department makes access
to children’s Behavioral Health a priority
Geneva HorseChief-Hamilton
ON Communications
Last year, Osage Nation Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear signed
a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) which partnered the Osage Nation with CREOKS Behavioral Health
Services. This year, Olivia Gray, Director of Osage Nation Family Violence
Prevention Department (ONFVPD), is

Courtesy Photo

Osage Nation seal.

working with CREOKS management to
draft a new and improved MOU which
would place counselors in the ONFVPD every weekday to serve children
and families affected by domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence,
stalking and sex trafficking. Clients
referred to CREOKS must have Sooner
Care or be eligible for Sooner Care.
Behavioral health services are vital
to helping children who have experienced trauma. According to the U.S.
Department of Human Health and
Services and the Office on Women’s
Health, “a boy who sees his mother being abused is 10 times more likely to
abuse his female partner as an adult.
A girl who grows up in a home where
her father abuses her mother is more
than six times as likely to be sexually abused as a girl who grows up in a
non-abusive home.”
“What we have asked of CREOKS is

to focus on the children who have been
traumatized due to the violence they
have witnessed and/or endured, and to
work with the non-abusive parent to
re-establish his or her role as the adult
and the parent. We see all too often that
parent/child bond severely damaged by
the abuser as a means of establishing
power and control over the family. For
children to heal they must maintain a
close and healthy relationship with the
non-abusive parent. Sometimes they
need help to get there,” said Gray.
Chrystal Brassfield of CREOKS is
taking over as the manager of the MOU
for CREOKS this year. According to
Gray, “Last year we sent a lot of referrals to CREOKS and it helped a lot of
our families. Being the first year of the
MOU, however, we did see some room
for improved services. In order to provide better services to our clients they
turned management of the MOU over
to Chrystal in the Bartlesville Office.
Now she coordinates with the other
CREOKS offices to bring in counselors
that are strong in certain areas that
our clients have specific needs. I think
this is going to work much better.”
Gray established an office in the ONFVPD building for CREOKS staff to
use to work with families. “They will be
bringing in toys so that they can provide play therapy for the very small
children, which is mostly what we get.”
CREOKS will also be working with
the ONFVPD staff by providing training. Gray added, “(ONFVPD) staff are
with some of our clients 24-hours a day
and with some of these very traumatized children we can have multiple
crisis in a single day. Our staff will receive training on how to safely restrain
children who may be trying to hurt
mom or even hurt themselves, how to
guide mom in helping her child through
a tantrum, and even to answer mom’s
concerns when the kids ask hard questions regarding the violence or their
parents’ relationship.”
The CREOKS mission statement
is to provide comprehensive mental

health and co-occurring services to individuals and families to facilitate recovery and healthy family lifestyles.
Contact the ONFVPD at 918-2875422 for more information.

Osage Nation Family Violence
Prevention Mission
To empower those seeking our services with the tools they need to rebuild their lives and become the strong
individuals they were created to be; to
effect social change through outreach
and education in order to put an end
to intergenerational violence; and to
partner with state, county, and tribal court systems and law enforcement
to hold perpetrators accountable for
their crimes.

Family Violence Program
• Main Phone – (918) 287-5422

• 24 Hour Crisis Line:
(866) 897-4747
• Osage Crisis Text Line: Text
OSAGE to 741741
• Email: Familyviolence@
osagenation-nsn.gov
• Director – Olivia Gray
(918) 287-5425
• Advocate – Olivia Parker
(918) 287-9334
The Crisis line is answered 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week. Please be advised
that for security reasons, the number
appearing on your caller I.D. will be
different than the crisis line number
dialed.
• Osage Nation Police Department:
(918) 287-5510
• Osage Nation Constituent
Services: (800) 320-8742

Screenshot

Visit the Osage Language Department’s web page on the Osage Nation website to
view tutorials on how to download the Osage Language keyboard on your smartphone
or tablet.

Osage Font and Keyboard
Available for iOS and Chrome
Geneva HorseChief-Hamilton
ON Communications
Early in September, the Osage
writing system or orthography began
its debut online popping up in social
media feeds in short bursts of small
sentences, all in the Osage language.
For several years the Osage Nation
Language Department has been
working on its goal to make Osage
language more accessible to Osages
across the United States. Now, the
Osage font is available for download,
use and viewing on several operating systems including MacOS, Windows, Android 9.0, and now iOS for
iPad and iPhone. The new developments come less than a year after
the first-ever Osage language app
debuted in November 2017.
“Technology is the new way we
learn and communicate, and the
Osage Nation Language Department is setting a trend with the
technology,” said Language Director
Vann Bighorse.

Making the language
accessible

Since 2003, the Osage Nation has
been working on developing ways to
save the language. The early stages of language preservation were
grassroots efforts that later developed into a full department. The focus has been on working with Osage
language speakers, creating learning
materials, gathering audio, collaborating with other Dhegiha language
speakers, and trying to get all content and information online and into
people’s pockets.

Getting the Osage orthography
into Unicode, or a digital information
conversion necessary to translate
information to devices, was a major
hurdle the Language Department
crossed in early 2017. Since then the
development of access via technology
has gained serious momentum.
“I am very proud to see the progress of getting the Osage Language
onto the mobile market. Working
with companies such as Google and
Microsoft as well as several independent application engineers has been
an awesome experience,” said Mark
Pearson, Osage Language Web Specialist. “As for making the Osage language available and mainstream to
the public, this is just one more tool
to help get us there.”

How to install the Font
and Keyboard

Installation is free of charge. There
is an app available now in the Apple
Store called Osage Keyboard. This
allows users to type in the Osage orthography on their Apple iPhone or
iPad. It must run at least iOS version 9.0 or above. This app installs a
font style called “Pawhuska” as well
as the keyboard with the orthography. The app contains instructions
on how to select the Osage keyboard.
For more detailed information about
installation, the Osage Language
Department has developed a step-bystep video tutorial and step-by-step
text instructions at osagenation-nsn.
gov/who-we-are/language-department/osage-font.
For more information, email langinfo@osagenation-nsn.gov or call
(918) 287-5505.
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Being Home
Ruby Hansen Murray
Culture Columnist

I spent much of October in the
Osage, and I met people who said
they recognized me as an Osage News
columnist. I know how many people
are too busy to read, so it was both
good and a little surprising to hear.
My husband Dave and I went on
the first cultural walk held on the
Mullendore’s Cross Bell Ranch in
2009 after Dave gathered camping
gear we could fly with. This year we
drove to Oklahoma from SW Washington and attended the 10th Annual Cultural Encampment held
on the Osage Nation’s Bluestem
Ranch. Over 150 Osages camped up
and down a meadow beside a creek.
We gravitated toward flat ground
along the creek or the higher slope,
dividing into two groups, the People on the Ridge and the People beside the Creek. There was beauty in
the shapes of the tents on the ridge
against the sky and people sitting in
chairs in front of their tents, visiting
back and forth. It must have been
something like the old days without
cell coverage and Osages on land under Osage ownership again, celebrating family and friends.
With Addie Hudgins, Director of
the WahZhaZhe Cultural Center and
head cook for the Pawhuska District
in charge of the event, I looked forward to Osage comfort food. Paula
Stabler led a group of women and one
man in cutting meat for meat gravy. There was steam fry, fry bread,
squash and boiled potatoes for dinner. There was the richness of Osages working together, preparing meals
over wood fires, the nourishment
and good thoughts that went into
the meals.
The encampment is an opportunity to visit with friends and family
and make new acquaintances. People
came from on and off the Osage reservation and from across the country
in spite of Osage jokes about roughing it. “My idea of camping is Holiday
Express,” said one elder. There were
traditional families steeped in the
culture and people visiting the Osage
for the first time.
Tim Lookout brought his family to
the encampment for the first time. He
said he’d wanted to come on previous
trips but there was always a scheduling conflict. This year he and his wife
Chelle attended with their daughters
Stephie, Beth, Emily and Erin.
Dori Biggerstaff brought her husband Jared and five children from
Kansas City to give Emilia, Josie,
Malachi, Noah and Wesley a first exposure to their Osage heritage. Dori
homeschools and had gotten a list of
books about the Osage from the Cultural Center for lessons. She said her
sons started building lodges as soon
as they got home, inspired by the traditional lodge that John HorseChief
built with cultural center staff.
One of the conversations that

Ruby Hansen Murray

I’ve heard lately, both on social media and in person, concerns the distance between Osages who live in
the Osage, those who live at a distance and those who have never
been back. I envy people who can fly
or drive home more quickly than I
can. I’m grateful for the time I spend
in Oklahoma, and also deeply appreciate the people who live on our
land year-round.
It was good to be in the Osage.
The Bluestem is the 43,000-acre
ranch that the Nation purchased in
2016. The irony, of course, is that the
Osage bought all of Osage County in
1872, but the government allotted it
in 1906, paving the way for much of
it to leave Osage ownership. Osage
County was created and overlay the
Osage Reservation, one legal designation on top of the other.
We watched the stars and heard
coyotes speaking nearby. Since the
encampment, we’ve seen bison and
cattle on the Bluestem Ranch and
hawks everywhere we drove.
On the 24th of October, my husband Dave saw what he thought
were whooping cranes as he drove
south on Lynn. The birds flew in a
V and then fell into a flurry, before
reassembling in a V and continuing
on. They were larger than geese, but
without the croaking sound sandhill
cranes make. An article in the Fairfax Chief on October 18th described
the whooping cranes, an endangered
species, traveling over Oklahoma in
their 2,500-mile journey from northern Canada to south Texas. There
are only 500 left in the wild. We’re
not certain that’s what he saw, but I
like the idea.
I appreciate being able to attend
language classes when I’m home.
This trip I attended several. Cherise Miller reviewed the orthography,
and it clicked into place for me. Mogri Lookout gave a lunchtime class
in Hominy, and Eddy Red Eagle,
Jr. gave a profound talk on Wahoin
that I’m grateful to have heard. I’ve
taken Osage languages classes over
several years, and there’s good energy in the department. The phrase
that resonated was “this place makes
you strong.”

Osage Shareholders Association to have quarterly
Osage News
The Osage Shareholders Association will be having a quarterly meeting on
Sunday, Nov. 18 at 1 p.m. at the Osage Casino in Skiatook. For more information
contact Lou Phillips, chairwoman, at (918) 272-8174.
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Congratulations!

Osage News

Cindee Boucher-Edwards, Chia Pet.

Osage News

Margaret Sisk, Jack Sparrow.

Osage News

Billy Keene, Thomas from Smoke Signals.

Osage News

Lacie Pahsetopah & Rachel Wynn, Bob Ross painting a Happy Little Tree.

Update your
address with OST
Osage News
The Office of Special Trustee for American Indians actively seeks and searches for
individuals who may have interests in lands and/or funds
to be disbursed to rightful
owners. This is referred to as
the Whereabouts Unknown
(WAU) accounts. For details,
go to www.doi.gov/ost/wau.
The site allows for individuals to search by, by tribe, or
both, to find WAU accounts.
For more information call
their toll-free number at:
1-888-678-6836.

Save the Date!

–Local Events Calendar

NOVEMBER
November 3
United Osages of Southern
California Fall Gathering
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Carlsbad Senior Center,
799 Pine Ave.
For more information,
email socal.osages@gmail.
com
November 4
Northern California Osage
Meeting
Nelson’s Grove, 15285
County Road 99E,
Woodland, CA 95695
For more information,
email osages@northerncaliforniaosage.org
November 11

The Osage News held its
Fifth Annual Halloween Costume Contest for the Nation’s
employees and awarded prize
money, gifts and candy to four
winners. The contest was held
on the News’ Facebook page
and the employee with the
most “Likes” won.
First Place went to Cindee Boucher Edwards who
received 256 Likes for her
costume as a Chia Pet. She
received $100 and gifts and
coupons from Clifton’s Osage
Prairie Gifts, Spurs and Arrows, Ranchos Los Primos and
Simple Simon’s Pizza.
Second Place went to Margaret Sisk who received 172
Likes for her costume of Jack
Sparrow from Pirates of the
Caribbean. She received $50
and a bag of candy.
Third Place went to Billy
Keene who received 125 Likes
for his costume of Thomas
from the movie Smoke Signals.
He received $25 and a bag of
candy.
The Group Contest winners
were Lacie Pahsetopah and
Rachel Wynn with 237 Likes
for their costumes of Bob Ross
and his painting. They received $100.
Congratulations to this
year’s winners!

Veterans Day Dance
Osage Nation Civic Center
2 p.m. to evening
November 12
Veteran’s Day –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed

Congratulations!
Osage tribal member Siera
O’Daniel was honored as a
homecoming queen on Oct. 5,
2018. Siera, a senior at Fort
Gibson High School, is an honor student, captain of the Golf
Team, and a football trainer.
Siera plans to pursue a degree in the medical field with
a mission to improve the lives
of those around her. She is the
daughter of Adam and Jennifer Chouteau O’Daniel and
granddaughter of Charles Joseph and Dana Chouteau.

Wahzhazhe

December 31
New Year’s Eve –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
––––––––––––––––––
Have an event? Send event

November 12
Osage Veterans’ Memorial
Dedication

information to the Osage News,

November 22 – 23
Thanksgiving Holiday–
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed

email

DECEMBER

(if applicable) and a phone num-

December 24 – 25
Christmas Holiday –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed

Siera O’Daniel

Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
sshaw@osagenation-nsn.

gov, or fax to (918) 287-5563.
Make sure to include event date,
location, email and web address
ber where someone can be contacted for validation, if necessary.
Deadline for the December issue
is November 18, 2018.

Dried Corn
• 3 dozen roasting ears
Shuck and silk corn. Place in large kettle, cover with water
and bring to boil; boil for 10 minutes.
Take corn from kettle and cut from cob, being careful to cut
kernels out whole. A good way is to take or cut out one row of
kernels and then push and cut out remaining corn.
Place corn on canvas covered table out of house in sun and let
dry for several days, taking in before sundown and being careful
that the corn does not get wet. Store corn in clean muslin bags
and let hang on porch to keep cool and dry.
Cook with pork as you do beans.
Recipes taken from cookbook, “Authenticated American Indian
Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Obituaries

Betty Jean Gentz

Jeffery C. Lunsford

Betty Jean Gentz

Jeffery C. Lunsford

Betty Jean (Bland) Gentz
passed away Sept. 22 in Baytown, Texas.
She was born in Burbank,
Oklahoma, on Feb. 15, 1932
to Paul and Marguerite Logan
Bland. Her grandmother was
Ruby George Logan, Osage.
Betty spent her early years
growing up on her grandparent’s farm outside of Burbank,
and her youth in Douglass,
Kansas, then later in Houston.
Betty was a loving wife,
mother, grandmother and
great-grandmother.
She is survived by her husband of 66 years, William of
Houston. Other survivors include son Michael (wife Lorna) of New Braunfels, Texas.
Daughter Rebecca Moon (husband David) of Cosby, Texas,
grandsons Wade Gentz (Michelle deBaroncelli) of Culver City, California; Matthew
Moon (Amanda) of Crosby,
Texas; Michael Moon (Kimberly) of Crosby; and Ronald Musial of San Antonio, Texas, as
well as great-granddaughters
Ruby Gentz, Tabitha Gentz,
Addison Moon, Hayden Moon
and Audrey Moon.

Hunsaker Wooten Funeral Home
Jeffery C. Lunsford, 64, was
called to heaven Friday afternoon, Oct. 26, 2018, while a
passenger in an auto accident
near his home in Fairfax, Okla.
Jeff was born on July 16,
1954 to parents Marvin and
Mildred Ann (Bear) Lunsford
at the Hamil Hospital in Fairfax but was raised in southern
California. He is the grandson
of the late Charlie and Susie
(Bigpond) Lunsford and William and Helen (Morton) Bear.
He was a proud member of the
Osage and Creek Tribes, and a
member of the Ponca clan.
After
graduating
High
School at Bell, Calif., in 1972,
he continued his education at
Haskell Indian Nations University. A few years later Jeff
moved to Fairfax and from then
on, he always considered Fairfax his hometown. He has two
children, Anna Sioux Lunsford
and Jonathan Lunsford, and
eight grandchildren.
Through the years, Jeff
worked for the tribe and
most recently had assisted at
the Mounts Texaco in Fairfax. Friends enjoyed visiting

November 2018

with him at Texaco and affectionately referred to him as
“Lunchmeat.”
Jeff spent several years on
the Powwow trail, with Gathering of Nations in Albuquerque, N.M., being one of his
favorites. He participated in
In-Lon-Shka at Grayhorse for
many, many years. He was always ready to lend a helping
hand to others when he could.
Jeff was quite the prankster
and jokester.
In later years, Jeff was
physically unable to dance
but his heart was always in
the “circle.” Due to his unusual “regalia,” Jeff was featured
on the front cover of the Cowboys & Indians Mag in the
1990s. When someone lost a
family member, Jeff was the
first one to arrive, spending
tireless days and nights sitting
up with the deceased for the
grieving families of local tribal
members and also often times
the last to leave. He loved his
Indian heritage as could be
seen with his traditional ways.
Jeff leaves behind to treasure his memory his mother,
Mildred “Midge” Lunsford;
daughter,
Anna
Sioux
Lunsford;
son,
Jonathan
Lunsford; eight grandchildren,
Elijah, Jeremey Jr., Soleil, Moses, Marvin, Emilio, Maribel,
and Rita; two sisters, Cidney
Wolfvoice and friend Huey
Wolfvoice,
Helen Brumley
and husband Johnnie Sands;
brother,
Jonathan
“Pete”
Lunsford and wife Wanita; one
nephew, Hawk Bledsoe; one
niece Raven Brumley; numerous other extended family and
a host of friends.
He was preceded in death by
his father, Marvin Lunsford;
sister, Tracy Lunsford; broth-

er, Teddy Lunsford; and brother-in-law, Ron Brumley.
He lied in state at the Grayhorse Chapel in the Grayhorse
Indian Village, east of Fairfax.
Funeral Service was Nov. 1,
2018, at the First Osage Baptist Church in Fairfax with
Rev. Dennis Wildman of the
Burbank Baptist Church officiating. Burial followed at
the Grayhorse Cemetery. Arrangements were entrusted
to Hunsaker-Wooten Funeral
Home of Fairfax.

with budget preparation.
Regular Full Time. Salary:
$48,360-$72,450

Osage students with work
experience in their chosen
field of study. The program
is designed to serve enrolled
members of the Osage Nation
with a minimum of 61+ hours
completed in an accredited
college or university degree
program. Regular Temporary
Full Time.
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Pallbearers were Bob Couch,
Elijah Bear, Thomas Goodeagle, Ted Moore Jr., Joe Hall
and Billy Gene Lunsford. Honorary pall bearers were Huey
Wolfvoice, Johnnie Sands,
Ronnie Goodeagle, Mike Anson and Ron Money.
Jeff’s online guestbook may
be signed at www.hunsakerwootenfuneralhome.com
The irreplaceable Lunsford
will forever be remembered.

StrongHearts

–from Page 7

lence within the past year. Of those who had experienced
violence, a third of Native women and one in six Native men
were unable to access the supportive services they needed.
“Our advocates take calls from victims, survivors, family
members and friends, service providers, youth and elders—
anyone who is impacted by violence and needs help,” said
Jump. “Domestic violence affects everyone in our communities and each generation. We encourage anyone who needs
to talk to reach out to us. Every story matters.”

About StrongHearts Native Helpline

Created by and built to serve tribal communities across
the United States, the StrongHearts Native Helpline, a project of the National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center, the
National Domestic Violence Hotline, and the Family Violence
Prevention and Services Program, is a culturally-appropriate,
anonymous, confidential and no-cost service dedicated to serving Native American survivors of domestic violence and dating violence, along with their concerned family members and
friends. By dialing 1-844-7NATIVE (1-844-762-8483) Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. CST, callers can connect at no cost, one-on-one with knowledgeable StrongHearts
advocates who can provide lifesaving tools and immediate
support to enable survivors to find safety and live lives free
of abuse. After hours callers may connect with the National
Domestic Violence Hotline or call back the next business day.
Learn more about StrongHearts at strongheartshelpline.org.
This project described was made possible by Grant Number
90EV0426 from the Administration on Children, Youth and
Families, Family and Youth Services Bureau, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Its contents are solely
the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To
apply for a position with the
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
opportunities/job-listings/
application-form. Applicants
are welcome to attach a resume and/or cover letter in
addition. Please note that
all applicants tentatively selected for employment with
the Osage Nation will be
required to submit to a urinalysis to screen for illegal
drug use. Employment will
be contingent upon drug test
results. OSAGE / VETERAN
/ INDIAN PREFERENCE
IS CONSIDERED. Verification of preference must be
included with application.
For questions please contact
Taryn Crawford, Osage Nation Employee Recruitment
Specialist at (918) 287-5445
or email tcrawford@osagenation-nsn.gov.
Temporary – Elder Nutrition Assistant Food Supervisor – Fairfax High
School Diploma or GED. Food
handlers license preferred;
must obtain within 60 days
of hire. Must have good customer service skills and work
well with elders and guests.
Regular Full Time. Salary:
$11.82/hr.
Elder Nutrition Site Worker – Fairfax High School
Diploma or GED required.
Must maintain a professional
attitude and appearance that
positively represents the Nation.Requires a high level of
personal integrity and ethics.
Regular Full Time.
Bird Creek Farm Technician – Pawhuska Minimum
of 0-2 years of experience
required. Requires demonstrated abilities to manage
and direct activities in an
Aquaponics facility. Regular
Full Time.
Certified Pre-K Teacher
– Pawhuska Bachelor’s degree in the field of Education
required. Teaching Certification in Elementary Educa-

tion preferred. A developing
understanding of the Osage
language required, working
knowledge preferred. Regular Full Time.
Managed Assets Director – Pawhuska Bachelors
Degree in relevant field required; Masters preferred.
Familiarization with the feeto-trust process of land purchases. Familiarization with
property leasing (grazing,
hunting, commercial, etc.)
Regular Full Time.
Dental
Hygienist
–
Pawhuska Bachelor’s Degree in Dental Hygiene is
required. Current and unrestricted Dental Hygienist License from the state of
Oklahoma. 0-2 years of experience required. Knowledge
of HIPPA and Privacy Act.
Dental
Assistant
–
Pawhuska Must hold an
Oklahoma Dental Permit
from the Oklahoma Board of
Dentistry. Must be a Certified Dental Assistant in the
state of Oklahoma. At least
1-2 years’ experience in a
dental office environment
preferred. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $35,000-$38,000
Pre-K Teacher – Pawhuska Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education or
related child development
field and/or Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood
Education or related child
development field required.
CDA certified and actively
working toward a degree. At
least two years of experience
in child care atmosphere or
similar preschool educational institution. Regular Full
Time.
Program
Coordinator
– Pawhuska Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Administration or related field required. At least five years of
administrative experience in
an office setting. At least two
years work experience with
project management. At lest
two years work experience

Executive Administrative
Assistant – Pawhuska Associate’s Degree in Business
Administration,
Finance,
Leadership, or related fields
required, Bachelor’s degree
preferred. Must have excellent typing skills and familiar with general office
equipment. Strong written
and verbal communication
skills are essential. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $50,000/
year
Safety and Risk Coordinator – Pawhuska Bachelor’s
degree in nursing, epidemiology, microbiology, medical
technology, public health,
environmental health, safety engineering, occupational
health or other healthcare
science. Specialty training
in Infection Prevention and
Control. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $55,600 - $83,400
Law Enforcement Officer
– Pawhuska High School
Diploma or GED required;
Associate’s degree preferred.
Requires 0-2 years of experience. Certification by
Oklahoma Council on Law
Enforcement Education and
Training (CLEET) or Bureau of Indian Affairs Police
Academy preferred but not
required. Salary: $39,100 $70,600
Medical Officer – Pawhuska Requires an active, unrestricted license to practice
medicine in the State of
Oklahoma. 1-2 years’ experience preferred. Must
maintain a professional attitude and appearance that
positively represents the
Nation. Knowledge of HIPPA and Privacy Act. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $153,400 $230,000/year
Osage Nation Education
Department
Internship
Osage Nation Education Department Internship Program is designed to provide

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To
apply for a position with
Osage Casino go to www.
osagecasinos.com/careers
EVS Supervisor – Sand
Springs Must be a minimum of 18 years of age. High
School Diploma or GED. One
year of housekeeping experience required.Regular Full
Time.

minimum of 18 years of age.
Six months of previous work
experience required. Regular
Full Time.
EVS Supervisor – Ponca
City Must be a minimum of
18 years of age. High School
Diploma or GED. One year
of housekeeping experience
required. Regular Full Time.
Maintenance Technician
– Skiatook Must be a minimum of 18 years of age. Six
months of previous work experience required. Regular
Full Time.

Casino Services Agent –
Sand Springs Must be 18
years of age or older. High
School Diploma/GED. Prior cash handling experience
required. Previous direct
customer service experience
required. Regular Full Time.

Security Officer – Tulsa

Table Games – Poker Supervisor – Ponca City
Bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration, Hospitality
or Gaming plus 6 month of
department-specific experience; or Associate’s Degree
in Business Administration.
Regular Full Time.

least 18 years of age. Regular

Security Officer Lead –
Tulsa Individual must be at
least 18 years of age. Regular
Full Time.

Individual must be at least
18 years of age. Regular Full
Time.
Security Officer – Skiatook Individual must be at
Full Time.
Dishwasher

–

Skiatook

Individual must be at least
18 years of age. Regular Full
Time.
Armed Security Officer –
Tulsa High School Diploma/
GED and 6 months of previous work experience. Gam-

Cocktail Server – SkiatookMust be 18 years of age
or older. Must be able to fit
a size 10 or smaller for women’s attire. Must be able to fit
a size 36 waist for men’s attire. Regular Full Time.

ing, Hospitality or Customer

Electronic Gaming Technician I – Tulsa Must be
at least 21 years of age.
High School Diploma/GED
required. One (1) year of
electronic gaming machine
experience required. Regular Full Time.

minimum of 18 years of age.

Maintenance Technician
– Ponca City Must be a

years of age. Regular Full

Service industry preferred.
Regular Full Time.
Short Order Cook – Part
Time – Tulsa Must be a
Six (6) months of previous
work experience in the food
industry. Regular Part Time.
Dishwasher – Tulsa Individual must be at least 18
Time.

Opinion
Visitors Center
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Without Reservations

–from Page 4

ter. Tribal Development and Land Acquisition Department, Tribal Works,
Information Technologies, Roads Department and the WahZhaZhe Cultural Center. Osage Casinos and Chad
Renfro Designs were also integral with
the renovations, according to a prepared release.
For more information about Osage
Nation Visitors Center call (918) 2875537 or visit www.osagenation-nsn.gov.

How to submit a
Letter to the Editor
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor,
please mail it to the Osage
News, Attn.: Shannon
Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah,
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or
send email to sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must be respectful
and informative to the
reader, and may be edited
for grammar, clarity and
space.
Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Health

• CDIB or tribal membership card
–from Page 1

patients residing within Osage County. Osages living within the boundaries of the Contract Health Service
Delivery Area are also eligible. Those
counties include Garfield, Grant, Kay,
Noble, Osage, Pawnee and Payne
counties only.
According to the WHC, “This service
includes out-patient specialty, emergency room, treatment for chronic illnesses and in-patient care.” According
to WHC information about Purchase
Referred Care:

Eligibility

• Copy of current insurance coverage
• Proof of residency

• Patient must be a member of a
federally recognized tribe and
reside in the Contract Health
Service Delivery Area (CHSDA)
• Patient must apply for any
alternate resources available
to them (a Patient Benefits
Coordinator will assist with this).
If you are eligible for SoonerCare
(Title 19) you must accept it or not
be eligible for a referral

What needs to be
done to enroll?
• Make sure you have an up to date
chart
• Make sure all phone numbers are
current
• When seen at the Emergency
Room or in-Patient Stay at a
hospital, be sure to notify the
WHC immediately by calling
(918) 287-9388

Documentation needed
by WHC

Out-Patient Specialty

• Kaw Nation

Patients needing a specialist will be
referred to a Contracted Provider of the
WHC. A patient’s communication with
the WHC Medical Referral Specialists
plays a key role in the efficient processing of the patient’s referral. All referrals will be reviewed and approved,
deferred or denied on a weekly basis.

• Otoe-Missouria Tribe of Indians

In-Patient Stays

Non-eligible Tribes

The following tribal members living
within Osage County will continue to
receive referrals from the Pawnee Service Unit:
• Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma

• Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma
• Tonkawa Tribe of Indians of
Oklahoma
• Sac and Fox Nation

• Must have active WHC chart or
provide information to create a
chart

necessary information for services
to be approved

• Ponca Tribe of Oklahoma

Emergency Room

An emergency room visit can happen
at any time, anywhere. The WHC services will cover any life or limb emergency at any hospital within the United
States, so long as the patient has a current chart at the WHC. Opportunity
will be provided for patients without
a chart to create one following an ER
visit, within three days of the visit. An
emergency room visit determined to be
a non-emergency will not be paid.

Requirements for Emergency
and In-Patient Services
• Patients must live within the
service area
• Patients must notify the Medical
Referral Program within three
days of receiving either emergency
room or in-patient services. Call in
must be done by the patient or a
family member
• If not currently a patient with the
WHC, it will be up to the patient
or a close family member to meet
with a Benefits Coordinator within
the five-day period and provide all

November 18th
is the deadline for
all submissions for the
December issue of the
Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
604 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

An in-patient stay can happen at any
time, anywhere. The WHC services will
cover any in-patient stay at any hospital within the United States, so long as
patients have a chart at the WHC. Opportunity will be provided for patients
without a chart to create one within
five days after entering the hospital.

Therapies and Prolonged

Therapies and treatments such as
cardio rehab, dialysis, post-op physical therapy and chemotherapy are
covered treatments. However, patients
must use a contracted provider for
these services. Please work with the
Medical Referral Specialists prior to
beginning treatment.

To access this service

One of our providers evaluates your
need and in their plan of care concludes
you require services not provided in
the WHC facility. A referral for this
service is submitted to the committee
for approval. With minor exception,
all medical, dental, pharmacy, optometry, lab and x-ray direct service are
provided at “no charge” to the patient.
All third-party insurance contributed
to your care is a resource we receive to
provide additional services and add to
the quality of care of our patients.

What is an Approved referral?
Medical Necessity or Priority

What can cause a denial?
• Does not meet medical priority
• Insufficient medical information
• Incomplete Chart
• Patient does not live in the service
area
• Did not notify ONPRC within the
required 3-day period

What can cause a deferment?
It is possible your referral can be
deferred. Meaning the referral is postponed. This can be caused by funding,
medical necessity or by an incomplete
chart.

ASAP Referrals (automatically
approved)
• Asap referrals are medical
emergencies that require timely
lifesaving action for the patient
• Referrals of this nature will be
reviewed and if so approved
moved to the highest priority for
scheduling
Notify the WHC when you visit the
Hospital or Emergency room within
three days. Call the PRC Hotline at
(918) 287-9388 and leave your name,
your ONPRC Program number from
your card, a good contact phone number, and the circumstances of your
emergency.
It is important to make sure your
chart is complete and up to date when
you begin a referral. Medical Records
should be faxed to: (918) 287-6138.
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center
715 Grandview Ave.
Pawhuska, OK 74056
(918) 287-9300

