
ON Congress approves additional
$1.1 million for new Grayhorse
community building 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Grayhorse Village 
will receive a new communi-
ty building as early as 2020 
after the Sixth Osage Nation 
Congress voted unanimous-
ly on Sept. 21 to appropriate 
$1.1 million toward addi-
tional building costs for a  
new structure.

Congressman and Gray-
horse District Head Com-
mitteeman Archie Mason 
sponsored the bill (ONCA 
18-32) to appropriate the 
$1.1 million for a new com-
munity building, which has 

sustained roof damage in re-
cent years caused by inclem-
ent weather. He described 
the appropriation request as 
“a dream for the Grayhorse 
people for some years,” not-
ing the Nation applied for 
federal grant funding for a 
new building twice since the 
reformed ON government 
started in 2006 and both 
times were unsuccessful.

The appropriation request 
comes one year after the 
Fifth ON Congress approved 
a resolution (ONCR 17-10 
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Indian Country exempted 
from DOI reorganization
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

A proposed reorganiza-
tion at the Department of 
Interior will go forward – 
but without three agencies 
that have an Osage County 
footprint. 

During the Sept. 19 
Osage Minerals Council 
meeting, Pawhuska Agen-
cy Superintendent Robin 
Phillips announced that 
her office was notified that 
it, along with the rest of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the 
Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians and the 
Bureau of Indian Education, will be exempted from an over-
haul of regional boundaries used by agencies under the De-
partment of Interior. 

“I am glad to say that the BIA, OST and the BIE are not 
included in the reorganization,” Phillips said. “There was 
a memo that came out from Secretary (Ryan) Zinke that 
they are moving forward with the exception of BIA, OST  
and BIE.”

Drafted in accordance with a 2017 executive order from 
President Donald Trump, the proposal calls for all other De-
partment of Interior agencies to be divided among 12 regions 
with boundaries determined by watersheds and geographic 
basins rather than state or tribal boundaries. 

The new region lines will apply to almost all agencies un-
der the Department of Interior, including the Department 
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The U.S. Department of Interior, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs seal.
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AARP honors two Osages at Indian 
Elder Honors’ 10th Anniversary
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage elders Richard Lut-
trell Sr. and Romaine Shack-
elford were two of 50 elders 
honored at AARP Oklahoma’s 
10th Annual Indian Elder 
Honors.

The event was hosted at the 
National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum in Oklaho-
ma City on Oct. 2. Shackelford 
and his family were unable to 
make the ceremony, but Lut-
trell’s family members accept-
ed the medallion on his behalf. 

Dr. Steven Pratt, Osage 
and the Head Committeeman 
for the Hominy District, gave 
the invocation in the Osage 
language. He has given the 
invocation for the past sever-
al years for the event and is a 
past honoree. 

Fifty elders from Oklaho-
ma’s 39 tribes were honored 
at this year’s ceremony, which 
included a buffet meal and me-
dallion presentation for each 
elder. There were more than 
800 attendees at this year’s 
event, one of the largest in 
the event’s 10-year history. It 

is the largest recognition pro-
gram of its kind that honors 
Indian Elders for their contri-
butions to their tribes, commu-
nities, state and nation. 

Among the honorees are 
tribal and cultural leaders, 
spiritual leaders, tribal gov-
ernment leaders and U.S. 
government representatives. 
Doctors, nurses, academics 
and poets. Musicians, dancers, 
cooks and linguists. Dr. Judy 
Goforth Parker, Chickasaw 

Nation, was this year’s recip-
ient of the Dr. John Edwards 
Memorial Leadership Award. 

The following is an excerpt 
from the program booklet 
which features a bio of each 
honoree:

Richard White Luttrell Sr., 91
Richard White Luttrell 

Sr.’s life embodies a journey 
of many dynamic facets. Born 

All photos by Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

AARP Oklahoma honored Richard Luttrell Sr., left, and Romaine Shackel-
ford, right, at its 10th Annual Indian Elder Honors at the National Cowboy 
& Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City on Oct. 2.

Medical Marijuana slow to grow in Osage County
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Although Oklahoma Osag-
es will soon be able to legally 

purchase medical marijuana, 
accessing it may take a little 
extra effort. 

In June, Oklahoma voters 
approved a ballot measure to 

allow residents to legally grow, 
possess and use marijuana for 
medicinal purposes if certain 
prerequisites are met, includ-
ing obtaining a license after 
consulting with a doctor. 

Under the rules adopted by 
the Oklahoma State Depart-
ment of Health after the pas-
sage of State Question 788, 
a doctor must be registered 
with Oklahoma Medical Mar-
ijuana Authority in order to 
provide a recommendation 
for a patient to get a medical  
marijuana license. 

As of Sept. 27, no physicians 
in Osage County have regis-
tered with OMMA. 

Additionally, according to 
a public database maintained 
by the Oklahoma Bureau 
of Narcotics and Dangerous 
Drug Control, no businesses 
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Although Oklahoma voters approved of medical marijuana use, the al-
ternative medicine is slow to take off in Osage County.

Congress to review Health Benefit Act;
health card referred to as ‘medical per cap’
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation 
Congress has appropriated 
$9.75 million for the Health 
Benefit Plan Fund for the up-
coming year, the most money 
ever appropriated to the fund 
since its inception in 2008.

The fund has climbed 
steadily over the years from its 
first appropriation of $5.1 mil-
lion. The appropriation is what 
funds the Health Benefit Card, 
which gives $500 to each Osage 
under 65 years of age, $1,000 
to each Osage over 65, and 
Medigap insurance coverage 

for elders. The ap-
propriation also 
covers the cost 
of the third-par-
ty administrator, 
San Mateo, Ca-
lif.-based Wage-
Works, Inc., 
which has been 
managing the 
benefit for a little 
over a year.

The fund was 
created by the 
Osage Nation 
Health Benefit 
Act, sponsored 
by Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards. The 10-year-old law 
will be getting a closer look 

during the Congressional in-
terim. The next session is the 
spring Hun-Kah Session. The 

Congress could also 
meet in the interim 
via a special session.

During the Sept. 
25 Congressional 
Health and Social 
Services Committee 
meeting, Edwards 
introduced a com-
mittee substitute 
ONCA 18-70 that 
addressed perpet-
ual enrollment for 
tribal members ver-
sus requiring tribal 
members to re-en-
roll every year and 

a three-year rollover for re-
maining balances in individual 
accounts. She has been dis-

cussing changes to the law for 
several months now with Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear, she said.

“To me, those two items 
have morphed this into more 
of … really, a medical per cap,” 
she said. “When you don’t 
have to re-enroll, and you have 
$500 every year, then it really 
becomes a per cap. Then, the 
question becomes whether you 
should really even bother with 
this and just pay it.”

A per capita payment is 
a taxable income to tribal 
members that is most com-

Courtesy Photo

The current design of the Health Benefit Card, managed by 
WageWorks, Inc.
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Tulsa and OKC to celebrate Native
American Day and Indigenous Peoples’ Day
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA — Columbus Day 
may still be a federal holiday, 
but the planned celebrations 
for Oct. 8 in Oklahoma’s two 
largest cities are decidedly 
more Native. 

In honor of Native American 
Day, a parade is scheduled to 
go through downtown Tulsa 
starting at 11:30 a.m. 

After the parade, Guth-
rie Green will host exhibi-
tion dancing, food trucks, 
Native artists and ven-
dors, plus remarks from 
Tulsa-area state, local and  
tribal leaders.  

Additionally, a free screen-
ing of the film version of 
“Nanyehi” is scheduled to start 
at 7:30 p.m. at Guthrie Green. 
The musical is based on the 
life of Revolutionary War-era 
Cherokee leader, or beloved 
woman, Nancy Ward, who 
acted as a mediator between 
Cherokees and white settlers. 

At the request of the Greater 
Tulsa Indian Affairs Commis-
sion, Tulsa made the switch 
in 2017 from Columbus Day 
to Native American Day with 
unanimous support from its 
city council. 

Meanwhile, down the Turn-

er Turnpike, Oklahoma City 
will officially observe Indig-
enous People’s Day for the 
first time thanks to a procla-
mation signed on Sept. 25 by 
Mayor David Holt, an Osage  
Nation citizen. 

“Whether called Indigenous, 
Native, Native American or 
American Indian, we value the 
contributions made by our cit-
izens of Indigenous heritage, 
as we value all people,” Holt 
tweeted with a picture of the 
signed proclamation.  

The Oklahoma City Coun-
cil previously rejected two re-
quests to make the change, 
with objectors claiming that 
the matter is one that needs to 
be decided at the federal level 
rather than the local level. In 
a statement to the Associated 
Press, Kristy Yager, a spokes-
person for Oklahoma City, said 
Holt’s proclamation eliminates 
the need to bring the matter 
before the city council again. 

Planned activities include an 
official proclamation reading at 
noon in the Chickasaw Sculp-
ture Garden at Oklahoma City 
University and a 6 p.m. history 
and education panel in OCU’s 
Tom and Brenda McDaniel  
University Center. 

Among the announced pan-
elists are Absentee Shawnee 

Gov. Edwina Butler-Wolfe, 
Oklahoma Indian Legal Ser-
vices Executive Director 
Stephanie Hudson, Ameri-
can Indian Cultural Center 
and Museum Senior Curator 

Heather Ahtone and Phil Gov-
er, the founder of the recently 
approved Sovereign Communi-
ty School. 

Other Oklahoma communi-
ties observing Indigenous Peo-

ple’s Day include Anadarko, 
Norman and Tahlequah. The 
Osage Nation observes Oct. 8 
as Osage Day and all Osage 
campus offices will be closed in 
observance of the holiday.
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Oklahoma City Mayor signed a proclamation on Sept. 24 declaring Oct. 8 as Indigenous Peoples’ Day. He is the 
first Native American Mayor of Oklahoma City and he is an Osage Nation citizen.
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Osage Congressman Eli Potts address the Congressional Culture 
Committee on Sept. 7.

Congressman Potts requests 
interim Congressional 
Study of Immersion School 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Congressman Eli Potts has requested a Congres-
sional Study of the Osage Language Immersion School.

According to Potts’ interim study request, “It is my hope 
that this interim study will chart a path forward and gen-
erate a plan for the future of educational needs facing the 
Osage Immersion School.” The request is a study of the 
school’s accreditation, funding sources, education planning, 
school board establishment, location/space and special ser-
vice professionals.

Immersion School Headmaster David Webb and Osage 
Language Department Director Vann Bighorse met with 
the Congressional Cultural Committee on Sept. 7.

“We believe in your mission, we believe in your goal, the 
problem I see, and the problem those of us sitting here at 
the table is, yes, it’s a Constitutionally mandated task – but 
we’re charged by the Constitution to do other things as well. 
We can’t bankrupt a Nation to move forward in one area,” 
Potts said to Webb. “So, I believe that there has to be a plan 
in place to move forward ... I want to see us move forward 
with accreditation, I want to see us move forward with a 

See study
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Osage community shows outpouring
of support for outgoing ONM Curator 
Hallie Winter is  
new Collections 
Manager/Registrar 
for the American 
Indian Cultural 
Center Museum in 
Oklahoma City
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Hallie Winter’s last day as 
the Osage Nation Museum 
Curator was Sept. 28 and the 
well wishes from the Osage 
community were heartfelt and 
congratulatory on Facebook. 

At the helm of the museum 
for just three years, she trans-
formed the museum to an in-
teractive community hub that 
featured new exhibits, nev-
er-before-seen items in its col-
lection, artist retrospectives, 

artist spotlights, events for 
youth and many memorable 
workshops for the community. 

“It’s official, I will be leaving 
the Osage Nation Museum at 
the end of the month to take 
a new position as the Collec-
tions Manager/Registrar for 
the American Indian Cultural 
Center Museum in Oklahoma 
City,” she wrote on her Face-
book page. “I would like to 
thank my family and friends, 
the Osage Nation, and its citi-
zens, for supporting me during 
my three years as the ONM’s 
Curator. I am looking forward 
to this next chapter and wish 
nothing but the best for the 
ONM in the years ahead.”

The AICCM officially opens 
in 2021 and will tell the his-
tory of Oklahoma’s 39 tribes. 
Executive Director James Pep-
per Henry said in a prepared 
release that Winter is a highly 
qualified American Indian mu-
seum professional and has ac-
complished much throughout 
her career.

“The Osage people can be 
assured that one of their own 
has an important role in de-
veloping and sharing the 
collective American Indian ex-
perience in Oklahoma today,” 
he said in the release. “We look 
forward to further strengthen-
ing our relationship with the 
Osage Nation and the oth-
er Native nations across the 
state of Oklahoma and around  
the country.”

Winter, born in Tulsa but 
raised in Buffalo, N.Y., attend-
ed college at SUNY Buffalo 
State where she earned her 
Bachelor of Art in History with 
a minor in Museum Studies. 
Before she joined the ONM, 
she worked as a program co-
ordinator for the past eight 
years at the Center for Explor-

atory and Perceptual Art, a 
three-gallery collaboration of 
three non-profit organizations.

She was always quick to dis-
close that she did not grow up 
in the Osage community, but it 
did not deter her as she made 
lasting friendships and con-
nections with Osages from all 
three districts. She participat-
ed in the annual In-Lon-Schka 
dances and helped the cooks 
prepare Osage feasts.

Osage Congresswoman An-
gela Pratt sponsored a com-
mendation for Winter and she 
was honored on the last day 
of the Tzi-Zho Session for her 
dedication and service to the 
Osage Nation and its people. 

Last year she helped the 
ONM to win a $23,000 federal 
grant for a two-year project to 
train staff on photographing 
and digitizing the museum 
collection items. The ONM 
was one of 75 institutions from 
across the country selected in 
2017 to participate in the inau-
gural Collections Assessment 
for Preservation program to 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Hallie Winter, former ONM Curator was commended by the Sixth Osage 
Nation Congress for her dedication and service to the Osage people.
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The American Indian Cultural Center Museum in Oklahoma City contin-
ues construction in January and plans to open in 2021.
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Hallie Winter has taken a new po-
sition as the Collections Manager/
Registrar for the American Indian 
Cultural Center Museum in Okla-
homa City. See wInter

—Continued  on Page 7
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Sixth Osage Nation Congress dismisses Nowlin case
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

A lawsuit filed last year 
by the Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress against a Creek 
County couple has officially  
been dismissed.

The civil suit, filed in Jan-
uary 2017, Angela Pratt v. 
David L. Nowlin, Phyllys L. 
Nowlin, pertained to a five-
year lease agreement, or al-
leged purchase, of a building 
in Skiatook to house the Ski-
atook Wah-Zha-Zhi Early  
Learning Academy. 

The issue was whether Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear violated Osage law 
when he allegedly line-item 
shifted $250,000 from Edu-
cation Department salaries 
and wages to a new line-item 
titled Capital Asset Purchase 
to pay for the lease, or pur-
chase the building, without 
consent of the Congress. Mem-
bers of Congress have said 
there is language within the 
lease agreement that sug-
gests the Nation purchased  
the building.

Both ON Attorney General 
Holli Wells and ON Treasurer 
Sam Alexander said Standing 
Bear acted within the law to 
shift the money because it was 
“well under the 10 percent line 
item restriction.” The Treasury 
Act was not violated, nor was 
the Budget Definitions Law at 
the time, Alexander has said.

The Congress claimed the 
lease, or purchase, was not 
valid because they did not au-

thorize, agree to or issue the 
funds, even though Wells gave 
Standing Bear advice and 
consent to lease the building 
under the then-existing ‘safe 
harbor’ provisions of the Attor-
ney General Act. The Congress 
claimed he acted “in excess of 
his authority” when he signed 
the lease from David and Phyl-
lys Nowlin on June 28, 2016.

On June 20, the ON Trial 
Court ordered then-Speaker 
Angela Pratt to amend the pe-
tition and add Standing Bear 
as a party to the lawsuit. Six 
days later, on June 26, with 
the consent of Congressional 
legal counsel and the consent 
of seven members of the Fifth 
Osage Nation Congress, she 
directed attorneys to dismiss 
the lawsuit with prejudice, 
which is within the Speaker’s 
scope of authority according to 
the Congressional rules. The 
suit cannot be refiled.

Upon hearing of the dis-
missal, the Rules and Ethics 
Committee directed Pratt to 
rescind the dismissal on June 
29, but she did not. Congress-
man RJ Walker was elected 
Speaker on July 14. The Ap-
propriations Committee met 
on July 26 and voted to direct 
the Speaker to rescind the dis-
missal and the Congressional 
Affairs Committee directed the 
Speaker on Aug. 3 to rescind 
the dismissal and he did not. 

ONCR 18-24
Newly-elected Congressman 

Eli Potts filed ONCR 18-24 at 
the beginning of the Tzi-Zho 

Session, which asked to “clar-
ify the series of events lead-
ing up to the filing of Pratt v. 
Nowlin ... to state that relief 
sought by Pratt v. Nowlin ... 
has not been rendered; and to 
clarify for posterity the course 
of actions taken by the Osage 
Nation Congress.” 

The relief Congress sought 
was for the lease to be rescind-
ed, the Nowlins pay back the 
money for the lease, attorney 
fees, court costs and any other 
costs associated with the law-
suit. They also wanted the Tri-
al Court to declare that “only 
the Osage Nation Congress 
can authorize or delegate the 
authority to purchase, lease 
and/or sell real property for or 
by the Osage Nation, and only 
after funds for such lease pur-
chase have been duly properly 
requested and appropriated by 
an act of Congress.”

The will of the majority 
of Congress

Before the Sixth Osage Na-
tion Congress took a vote on 
ONCR 18-24 on Sept. 14, in-
dividual members of Congress 
took to the podium to express 
their opinions on the resolu-
tion. Edwards had previously 
made an amendment to the 
resolution noting that Con-
gress had spent $25,763.62 
in attorney fees to Lyons and 
Clark Inc. for the case. 

Congresswoman Pratt 
chose to speak against the 
resolution and defended her 
decision to dismiss the case, 
pointing out there was some-

thing missing from Potts’  
165-page resolution. 

“There is a lot in this resolu-
tion, but there are some things 
missing. Specifically, and I 
feel importantly, is that seven 
members of the Fifth [Osage] 
Congress agreed to dismiss 
this lawsuit ... and now that 
we have a new speaker, it has 
been discussed to withdraw the 
dismissal and that has not tak-
en place because there has not 
been enough members of the 
Sixth [Osage] Congress agree 
to move forward with this or 
to rescind the dismissal, in-
cluding the current Speaker,”  
she said.

Pratt said she knew that 
$25,000 of the people’s money 
had been spent on the law-
suit, but to pursue the lawsuit 
even further would have spent 
even more money. After she 
was finished, Speaker Walker 
chose to speak against the res-
olution and agreed with Pratt. 
He said he too voted to initiate 
the lawsuit but was one of the 
seven Congress members who 
eventually chose to dismiss it 
because the “end game,” or the 
end result, wasn’t something 
he felt was worth spending 
more of the people’s money. 
Shortly after he was elected 
Speaker of the Sixth Congress, 
he sent out an email request-
ing members of Congress to 
weigh in on whether he should 
rescind the dismissal of Pratt 
v. Nowlin and he did not re-
ceive the support needed to 
dismiss the case, he said. 

“I feel like I’ve carried out 

the will of the majority of the 
Congress,” he said.

Potts was the last to speak 
at the podium, in favor of the 
resolution. He said he wrote 
the resolution to let the pub-
lic know what had transpired 
and said “it was supposed to 
be informative, but as many of 
you are aware, the desire for it 
to go away has created some-
thing more. It is the opposite 
of informative. So, in keeping 
with the tradition of short com-
ments, I ask today that you let 
my silence speak for itself.” 

He said he wasn’t going to 
explore the details of the res-
olution any further because 
there were enough people who 
wanted the lawsuit dismissed. 

“I believe there are plenty of 
people who have voiced their 
desire for this resolution to go 
away and I agree, it’s inconve-
nient, as the truth sometimes 
is,” he said.   

ONCR 18-24 came to a vote 
and failed, with Congress 
members Archie Mason, Pratt, 
Stabler, BigHorse, Goodfox, 
Brandy Lemon, John Maker 
and Speaker Walker voting 
“no.” Potts, Edwards, White-
horn and Tillman voted “yes.” 

A second resolution pertain-
ing to the deed of the Skiatook 
WELA property, ONCR 18-22, 
sponsored by Speaker Walk-
er and co-sponsored by Potts, 
requests the title to the Skia-
took WELA property from the 
Hilton Law Office. The resolu-
tion is currently in the Govern-
mental Operations Committee 
and will be discussed Sept. 24  
at 1 p.m.

See FIelds
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Lulu Goodfox joins cast 
of Wait Until Dark of 
Stillwater’s Town and 
Gown Theatre
Osage News

Osage actress Lulu Good-
fox has joined the cast of the 
upcoming Town and Gown 
Theatre production of the 
classic thriller Wait Until 
Dark, by master playwright 
Frederick Knott.

Set in the 1960s, Wait Un-
til Dark tells the story of Susy 
Hendrix, a blind woman, 
struggling to win a cat and 
mouse game against three con 
men searching for a mysteri-
ous doll hidden somewhere in 
Susy’s apartment, according 
to a theatre release. Aided by 
her plucky upstairs neighbor, 
Gloria, Susy sets the scene 
for a showdown after dark, 
knowing that the darkness 
is the only way she can win  
this game.

Wait Until Dark stars Kim 
Cox as Susy, Scott Martin as 
Roat, Timothy Cole as Mike, 

Russell Hopper as Carlino, 
Jacob Boyd as Sam, Lulu 
Goodfox as Gloria, and Klay-
ton Valega and Jenny Martin 
as Police Officers. 

Lulu is in the 5th grade 
at Stillwater Public Schools 
where she is a straight-A 
student. She is Pawnee and 
Osage from the Grayhorse 
District. She is the daughter 
of Jeff and Alyssa Goodfox, 
granddaughter of Russell 
Cannon and Sidonie Step-
son Cannon, both of Fairfax, 
and Larry and Gaye Goodfox 
of Pawnee. This is her first 
Town and Gown Production. 
She has previously had roles 
in Stage Right and Paw-
nee Arts productions. Lulu 
dances in the In-Lon-Schka 
during the month of June 
and when not dancing she 
loves to help the Grayhorse 
Cooks. Lulu had the honor 
of dancing most recently at 

the Warstic Sandlot Baseball 
Game hosted by Jack White 
in Tulsa, Okla. Lulu wants to 
be a stage actress when she 
grows up or an interior de-
signer. 

Wait Until Dark runs Oc-
tober 4-7 and October 11-14, 
2018. Tickets go on sale Oct. 
1. For more information on 
tickets, show times, and more 
upcoming shows go to www.
townandgown.org or call 
(405) 372-9122.
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Osage actress Lulu Goodfox has 
joined the cast of the upcoming 
Town and Gown Theatre produc-
tion of the classic thriller Wait 
Until Dark.

Anita Fields shares her inspirations
and being an Osage artist at SFIM
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Southwestern Associa-
tion for Indian Arts awarded 
Osage artist Anita Fields with 
two second-place awards at 
the 97th Annual Santa Fe In-
dian Market. 

The SFIM is New Mexico’s 
largest attended annual event 
and brings the most gifted 
Native American artists from 
across the country. Millions 
of visitors and collectors from 
around the world visit SFIM 
weekend to view the best Na-
tive American artwork in  
the world. 

Fields has been a regular at 
the SFIM since she was young, 
when she was attending the 
Institute for American Indian 
Art. She has received numer-
ous awards in her expansive 
career and her clay sculptures 
can be seen in museums and 
galleries around the world. 

During this year’s SFIM 
Aug. 18-19, Fields received 
second place for her sculpture 
in mixed media titled, “Find-

ing Our Way to the Earth.” 
She also received second place 
for her clay sculpture titled, 
“What My Heart Knows.”

“Because I’m able to use 
clay, and the earth, I have this 
really strong feeling of how 
the earth holds the memory 
of the people who were there,”  
she said. 

She visited with the Osage 

News about her inspiration for 
both pieces.

Finding Our Way 
to the Earth

The mixed media sculp-
ture was created in 2016 for 
an exhibit curated by Heath-
er Ahtone at Oklahoma State 
University titled, “From the 
Belly of Our Being: Art by and 
about Native Creation.” 

“Heather wanted to talk 
about Native women who cre-
ate and why they create and 
if you wanted that to be influ-
enced by your own tribal cre-
ation stories, that would be 
one way we could look at it,” 
Fields said. “That is what I did 
and what I went to because my 
work is heavily influenced by 
those kinds of things anyway. 
This just gave me an opportu-
nity to speak about it in a dif-
ferent way. I have always used 

Courtesy Photo

SWAIA awarded Anita Fields with second place in mixed media at the 
97th Annual Santa Fe Indian Market.

Courtesy Photo

SWAIA awarded Anita Fields with second place in clay sculpture at the 
97th Annual Santa Fe Indian Market.

Courtesy Photo

Osage artist and sculptor, Anita 
Fields.
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sponsored by then-Con-
gressman Ron Shaw) that 
approved an initial $1.8 mil-
lion toward a new communi-
ty building in the Grayhorse 
village. According to ONCA 
18-32, the $1.1 million will 
come from the Nation’s Re-
tained Revenue Fund and 
is specified for “addition-
al construction costs” for  
the building.

Like the other two Osage 
districts, the Grayhorse Vil-
lage community hosts events 
year-round at the communi-
ty building, including hand-
games, holiday parties, and 
cultural events including 
dinners when the village 
hosts its four-day In-Lon-
Schka dances each June. 

Mason said more con-
struction issues have come 
up since the 2017 funding 
approval, including the need 
for dirt work to support the 
new building, which will 
be built where the current 
building stands next to the 
dance arbor. Mason notes 
the building sits on a hill, 
meaning dirt work will be 
needed to support the foun-
dation and building, which 
would be larger than the 
current one. 

Casey Johnson, Executive 
Branch Director of Opera-
tions, told the Congressio-
nal Cultural Committee on 
Sept. 17 there is an 11-foot 
drop due to the Grayhorse 
community building situat-
ed on a hill. He added the 
Nation, with the input of 
the Grayhorse Village Com-
mittee (Five-Man Board), 
has already spent more than 
$200,000 on architect and 
engineering costs.  

Mason referred to a let-
ter from Grayhorse Vil-
lage Committee Chairman 
George Pease who offered 
a history of issues with the 
current building, including 
its roof damage caused by 
severe wind and storms and 
in one instance, the kitchen 
refrigerators power failed 
causing stored meat to spoil. 
Mason said the dirt work 
would also require rerouting 

a creek and drainage instal-
lation for inclement weath-
er.     

“We’d like to have a facil-
ity that is similar to what 
Hominy has (new commu-
nity building completed 
for the 2018 In-Lon-Schka 
dances), that’s a beautiful 
building, the kitchen is de-
signed well, the wash area 
is designed well … It was 
a nice little building at one 
time (the smallest of the 
community buildings in the 
three Osage districts), but 
now it isn’t, so we’re here 
to present this particular 
piece of legislation for this 
building … a facility that 
will be built to last as long 
as that (2014-built) arbor’s 
going to last,” Mason told  
the committee.

Johnson said a new com-
munity building would not 
be constructed in time for 
the 2019 In-Lon-Schka danc-
es due to the tight window 
for the Nation, which would 
include demolishing the 
current structure after the 
dances; going through the 
bidding process for hiring 
the construction firm and 
to develop a work schedule 
once that builder is hired.

Congresswoman Brandy 
Lemon echoed comments 
from Johnson that the Gray-
horse community building is 
“unique” due to its location. 
She noted if someone stands 
on the southwest corner be-
hind the current building, 
“and actually taken in the 
depth of how much dirt and 
cement it took to even get 
that building level to where 
it is … (the person would) 
see it and know that money 
is due to that simple piece.” 

Congressman Scott Big-
Horse, who sits on the Cul-
tural Committee, said he is 
supportive of the building 
project, adding he recalls in 
earlier years there were 50-
60 dancers under the arbor, 
but today’s dances can draw 
up to 200 dancers with the 
increased participation. 

ONCA 18-32 passed with 
a 12-0 vote on Sept. 21 and 
Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear signed the 
bill into law on Sept. 24. 
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in 1926 in Hominy, Okla., Mr. 
Luttrell graduated high school 
from the Oklahoma Military 
Academy in 1943. Mr. Luttrell 
served in the U.S. Army for 12 
years, both active and inac-
tive, during World War II and 
the Korean War. After leaving 
military service, Mr. Luttrell 
later created Running RL Out-
fitters and managed both the 
business and the outfitting of 
the first commercial river raft-
ing company on the Colorado 
River in Colorado. Running 
RL Outfitters encompassed 
big game hunting, camps for 
families, trail rides and other 
outdoor activities. Mr. Lut-
trell also served as a Boone 
and Crocket guide. During 
the off-season, he worked as 
a pipefitter and welder with 
Union 208 on missile bases, 
commercial and nuclear plants 
in Denver, Colo. Mr. Luttrell 
spent his personal time as a 
pack leader, committee mem-
ber and associate with the Boy 
Scouts and scouted officially 
and unofficially for approx-
imately 17 years in Denver. 

He was a member of the Den-
ver chapter of the Knights of 
Columbus and was a Deputy 
Grand Knight, 3rd Degree. 
Mr. Luttrell had a moment on 
the national screen when he 
starred in a Super Bowl com-
mercial for Schlitz Beer Com-
pany commercial, acting as a 
rider in a buffalo chase.

Mr. Luttrell has been a 
member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Kiwanis Club, 
American Legion and Okla-
homa Fly Fisherman’s Club. 
Luttrell has received many 
awards and honors throughout 
his life, including an interna-
tional award in Montreal, Can-
ada, for conducting a camp for 
special needs children through 
the Industrial Kiwanis Club. 
He was inducted into the St. 
Maurice Infantry Organiza-
tion as a member and honored 
by the Fairfax War Mothers. 
Mr. Luttrell has served on the 
boards of the Osage County 
Housing Authority, MESA 
Medical Company and Osage 
Veterans Memorial Commis-
sion. Mr. Luttrell was a key 
leader in the planning and 
execution of the building of a 
shrine in Pawhuska honoring 

St. Kateri Tekakwitha, the 
Roman Catholic Church’s first 
Native American saint. 

Mr. Luttrell and his wife, 
Carmalita, have been married 
since 1947. They have four 
children and six grandchil-
dren.

Romaine Shackelford, 90
Romaine Shackelford’s life 

is a testament of a time filled 
with passion and dedication to 
the things he loves. Mr. Shack-
elford’s early life was spent 
in Graystone, where he was 
raised until the age of 10 by his 
grandfather. He attended Wy-
andotte Boarding School and 
Haskell Institute. During his 
time at Haskell, Mr. Shackel-
ford was a lineman on its un-
defeated football team, and he 
subsequently became a proud 
Haskell alum where he forged 
many lifelong friendships. 

Mr. Shackelford served his 
country during World War II 
and was stationed as an Army 
medic in Europe. He later mar-
ried his wife, Ruth, and had 
six children. Mr. Shackelford 
worked for Phillips Petroleum 
for three decades and retired 
in 1985. 

Mr. Shackelford began danc-
ing in the In-Lon-Schka at an 

early age and continued for 70 
years. He has served as an ad-
viser for Drumkeepers and as 
a Whipman. Mr. Shackelford 
is a passionate and talented 
artist in painting and sculpt-
ing bronzes, and many of his 
pieces have been shown at re-
nowned venues throughout the 
Midwest. Mr. Shackelford cre-
ated the seal of the Osage Na-
tion by request of Chief Paul 
Pitts during the 1950s. He is 

also well-known for beautiful 
Osage headdresses he makes 
for men. An avid reader, and 
historian at heart, especially 
when it came to Osages, Mr. 
Shackelford spent many hours 
visiting with the full blood el-
ders. His taped recordings are 
a significant piece in adding 
validity and meaning to Osage 
history, culture, language and 
the In-Lon-Schka.

AARP Oklahoma honored Richard Luttrell Sr. at its 10th Annual Indian 
Elder Honors at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in 
Oklahoma City on Oct. 2.

Dr. Steven Pratt gave the invocation in the Osage language for the evening.

AARP Board Chair Joan Ruff places the AARP medallion around Richard 
Luttrell Sr.’s neck for the honor.

monly given either yearly, 
quarterly or monthly. Osage 
leaders have repeatedly voted 
down attempts for per capita 
payments in the past. Sur-
rounding gaming tribes, such 
as theOtoe-Missouria Tribe, 
give their tribal members a 
quarterly “revenue sharing” 
payment from their gaming 
revenue. The Otoe-Missou-
ria Tribe has approximately 
3,000 tribal members. The 
Osage Nation has about  
21,000 members.

Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox said she agreed that the 
Health Benefit Act needed to 
be revisited, but she would 
prefer to do the work in the 
interim instead of during the 
remaining few days of the Tzi-
Zho Session, which could end 
as early as Friday, Sept. 28.

What is appropriated ver-
sus what is actually spent ev-
ery year shows the increase 
in usage of the card. Standing 
Bear’s Chief of Staff Jason 
Zaun shared a breakdown of 
how much money the Nation 
has spent each year on the 
benefit, dating back to 2013. 

2013 - $4,683,880
2014 - $4,745,363
2015 - $5,746,744

2016 - $6,923,870
2017 - $7,625,455

According to information 
provided by WageWorks:

• The health benefit card 
is used in all 50 states, 
including Puerto Rico.

• As of June, there 
were 9,204 adult 
tribal members with 
health cards and 4,001 
dependents on those 
cards, for a total of 
13,205 tribal members.

• WageWorks charges 
the Nation $2.50 per 
account, per month. 
As of June, there were 
9,204 accounts. That’s 
approximately $280,000 
per year in contract 
costs to WageWorks.

Fraud
Assistant Principal Chief 

Raymond Red Corn said 
Standing Bear wants to work 
in the interim with the Con-
gress on the health benefit act. 
He said that with the perpet-
ual enrollment there is poten-
tial for fraud. For example, if 
someone should die and their 
descendants keep using the 
card, they could use it for years 
because the deceased person 
is automatically re-enrolled 
every year. WageWorks isn’t 

notified of someone’s death un-
til a family member contacts 
them or the Nation. However, 
they have not had any reports 
of fraud, he said.

A source who requested an-
onymity with the Osage News 
said the card was being mis-
used by individuals and they 
didn’t know how many peo-
ple were misusing the card. 
The Osage News asked the 
Chiefs Office if they knew of  
any misuse.

“We have received infor-
mation of possible misuse of 
the card. We have contacted 
WageWorks and they are in-
vestigating. I have already 
alerted the Attorney General’s 
office,” Standing Bear said.  

According to the Health 
Benefit Act, anyone caught 
buying items not on the ap-
proved list could be terminated 
from the program indefinitely, 
along with their dependents 
until they reach the age of 18 
and can register for the card 
themselves. According to the 
health benefit card application 
and waiver, anyone buying 
items not on the approved list 
will pay it back with their re-
maining balance or pay it back 
out of pocket until the balance 
is paid.

with an Osage County ad-
dress have applied for a dis-
pensary license as of Sept. 27. 
Licenses are pending for one 
business each in Ponca City  
and Bartlesville. 

In an emailed statement, 
Dr. Ron Shaw, the CEO and 
Chief Medical Officer for the 
Osage Nation’s Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center, said the tribe 
does not plan to apply for a 
dispensary license or have the 
physicians at the WHC reg-
ister with OMMA in order to 
potentially provide medical 
marijuana recommendations 
for patients. 

“The science on which med-
ical marijuana is based is 
soft and unconvincing,” he 
said. “To divert resources to 
this line of treatment would  
be irresponsible.”

The Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration still classifies 
marijuana as a Schedule I 
drug, or one with no acceptable 
medical use. 

Until the DEA and Depart-
ment of Justice revisit that 
classification, possession of 
marijuana – medicinal or 
otherwise – is still illegal in 
Indian Country, including 
the three Osage villages, the 
tribe’s seven casinos and the 
Osage Nation campus.

That classification also 

means that Oklahoma dispen-
saries will have to operate as 
cash-only establishments, thus 
precluding the on-site use of 
Health Benefit Cards. Under 
the Controlled Substances Act, 
it is illegal for banks to deal 
with the proceeds from any 
business related to a Schedule 
I drug, including marijuana 
that is decriminalized at the 
state level. 

WageWorks, the Califor-
nia-based administrator for 
the Nation’s Health Benefit 
Card, did not respond to multi-
ple requests for clarification on 
whether the card could be used 
to cover doctor visits required 
to obtain a medical marijuana 
license.
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charter school – however, we 
need to set this up. But this 
body has to be a participant 
in those discussions and 
I firmly believe that. You 
mentioned you need a school 
board to be able to have 
some oversight. All of those 
aspects are going to be heav-
ily involved in the legislative 
branch. Those issues aren’t 
going to be resolved here at 
the table today.”

The Immersion School 
is requesting $1.2 million 
for the 2019 fiscal year and 
plans to expand the school 
with third-grade next year. 
Congressman Archie Mason 
noted that the first all-Indi-
an charter school recently 
opened in Oklahoma City 
and encouraged Webb to 
look at their business model.

Congresswoman Paula 
Stabler said she was behind 
the Immersion school 1,000 
percent but she did not like 
the fact that Osage students 
were being turned away. 
Webb said there are current-
ly 27 children on the waiting 
list. The student to teacher 
ratio is 5 to 1 and the class 
sizes are small with 10 stu-
dents in each class. Each 
class has a certified teacher 
and a teacher’s assistant, 
Webb said. Stabler also had 
questions about accredita-
tion, which the school just 
applied for and the process 
could take up to two years. 

“I think one of the motiva-
tions here too is that there 
are students being turned 
away. I think that’s a shame 
when we have this opportu-
nity,” Stabler said. 

Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn said she was 
concerned about the lack of 
space for the school to grow. 
Currently, the school is in 
a five-room building with a 
commons area, a kitchen, an 
office, and two bathrooms. 
She also expressed concern 
about the school’s financial 
planning into the future, 
calling it a “nip and tuck, a 
wing and a prayer.”

“My biggest concern, as 
a person who looks at the 
dollars and cents of it, is to 
offer something ... when we 
offer something annually to 
try to make what we have 
work, and, I don’t want 
this to look or end up being 
a failure to these students 
we provide these services 
for because we don’t have 
sustainable financial plan-
ning to move us forward,” 
Whitehorn said. “That’s my 
only concern because we’re 
offering a wonderful service 
and we’re employing Osage 
people and we’re covering 
the language – so those are 
my concerns, and they have 
been ever since we’ve started 
down this road.”

Constitution
Director of Operations 

Casey Johnson said the 
Osage Constitution charges 
the Nation with develop-
ing quality early childhood 
learning programs for Osage 
children and the protection 
and promotion of the lan-
guage, culture and Osage  
traditional ways.

After the committee meet-

ing, Osage citizens took to 
Facebook to criticize Potts 
for saying the Immersion 
School could bankrupt the 
Nation when the “Big 3” of 
the Burial Assistance, High-
er Education Scholarship 
Fund and the Health Bene-
fit card, and its supplemen-
tal programs, are requested 
at $19 million for the 2019 
fiscal year and could grow 
higher in years to come as 
more Osages take advantage 
of the benefits. 

The Osage Casinos give 
the Nation an annual oper-
ating budget of $45 million, 
and with $19 million of it go-
ing to the “Big 3,” that leaves 
$26 million for the Nation to 
administer services and run 
its programs, which include 
the Office of the Chiefs, the 
Executive branch depart-
ments and programs, the 
Legislative Branch and the 
Judicial Branch.

Osage citizen Celena 
White, who is also a former 
Congressional Clerk, posted 
the Education section of the 
Osage Constitution on her 
Facebook page. She pointed 
out that the Constitution 
mandates early childhood 
education programs to be 
developed “within the Osage 
Reservation.” She said the 
Congress should take mon-
ey from the higher educa-
tion scholarship to meet the 
funding needs of the Immer-
sion School. Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards is re-
questing $8.1 million for the 
scholarship fund – although 
she stated in a recent Educa-
tion Committee meeting she 
is agreeable to hear propos-
als on an essay requirement 
for the scholarship.

Questioning the funding for 
the “Big 3” is politically un-
popular since absentee voters 
can decide Osage elections. 
It has been stated often that 
the “Big 3” are the only pro-
grams that serve all Osages – 
even though the Constitution 
states education programs be 
developed for Osage children 
on the reservation.

Edwards is requesting 
$450,000 for the Burial As-
sistance fund, $8.1 million 
for the scholarship fund 
(which is outsourced to 
Scholarship America), and 
$10 million for the health 
benefits fund (which is out-
sourced to WageWorks Inc.). 

Cultural Committee Chair 
Congresswoman Angela 
Pratt said she understands 
that each Congress member 
is passionate about different 
issues and that many pro-
grams come through each 
committee asking for addi-
tional funding. She said the 
reality is that the Nation 
needs to get better at eco-
nomic development to be 
able to fund more initiatives, 
such as the school. However, 
she said the school is produc-
ing Osage speakers.

“One of the benefits, I would 
say, is every child in that 
school can speak more Osage 
than probably 95 percent of 
the people sitting in this room 
right now, 95 to 98 percent,” 
Pratt said. “That’s the bene-
fit and that’s what’s going to 
help sustain us as a people 
over time and it’s working, 
that’s what I can say.”
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of Fish and Wildlife, National Park Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management. 

Among the provisions in the reorganization are tentative 
plans for regional bureaus to have shared offices for human re-
sources, information technology and procurement. The plan also 
calls for a single regional director over all the Interior agencies 
in an area. Selected among existing bureau leaders, that person 
would serve as regional director for two years in addition to his 
or her already existing job duties and report to the Deputy Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

The proposal received a chilly reception from tribal officials 
at multiple consultation sessions during the summer, prompt-
ing multiple reassurances from federal officials that agencies 
under the Assistant Secretary of Interior – Indian Affairs could 
potentially be spared if there was not sufficient buy-in in Indian 
Country. 

During the course of a three-hour session in Oklahoma City in 
August, a standing room only crowd blasted the plan due to its 
lack of specifics and calls for a single BIA regional office to serve 
all of Oklahoma and Texas, rather than one each in Anadarko 
and Muskogee.

The Osage Nation Higher Education 
Scholarship, by the numbers
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

As the Sixth Osage Na-
tion Congress votes to spend 
$8.1 million in scholarships 
to Osage students across the 
country, here is a look at who 
it serves by the numbers.

The Nation’s Higher Edu-
cation Scholarship has put a 
countless number of Osages 
through school since its incep-
tion. For the 2017-2018 aca-
demic year, there were a total 
of 1,173 students who were ap-
proved to receive scholarship 
funding, according to the ON 
Education Department.

Per Scholarship America, 
the total amount paid in schol-
arships for the past three aca-
demic years are:

• 2015-2016 academic 
year (funded at full 
or part-time)

• Higher Education 
Scholarships: $9,423,987

• Graduate Degree 
Awards: $42,000

• 2016-2017 academic 
year (began per credit 
hour funding)

• Higher Education 
Scholarships: $8,040,394

• Graduate Degree 
Awards: $69,000

• 2017-2018 academic year

• Higher Education 
Scholarships: $8,149,220

• Graduate Degree 
Awards: $57,000

Student Scholarship 
Statistics for the 2017-
2018 academic year 

A breakdown of where the 
$8.2 million scholarship funds 
were spent, according to the    
Education Department: 

• 45 states, including 
Canada and Spain, where 
Osages attended school 

• 478 colleges

• 249 Associate Degrees 

• 780 Bachelor’s Degrees 

• 148 Master’s Degrees 

• 60 Doctorate Degrees 

**Note: There were 64 stu-
dents who submitted payment 
requests for more than one 
degree type during the aca-
demic year. This could be due 
to graduation or withdrawal 
from a degree program.

The higher education 
scholarship is administered 
by Scholarship America for 
$220,000 each year. However, 
Scholarship America’s contract 
says after 1,200 students are 
served, the Nation will pay an 
additional $190 per student, 
said Jason Zaun, ON Chief of 
Staff. He said this year there 
were 230 students over the 
1,200 student limit, making 
the cost of Scholarship Ameri-
ca approximately $263,700. 

The Osage Nation budgets 
are discussed each year during 
the Tzi-Zho Session, which be-
gan on Sept. 4. For the past 
three to four years there has 
been the threat of layoffs to 
make sure there is enough 
money to fund the “Big 3,” 
which is the Higher Educa-
tion Scholarship, the Health 
Benefit Fund and the Burial 
Assistance Fund. The “Big 3” 
make up $19 million of the 

Nation’s yearly $45 million 
appropriation from the Osage 
Casinos. The Nation’s bud-
gets include the Office of the 
Chiefs, the Executive Branch, 
the Legislative Branch, Judi-
cial Branch, boards and com-
missions and the Nation’s  
business enterprises. 

Currently, jobs do not exist 
for Osage graduates to come 
back and work for the Nation. 
Neighboring gaming tribes, 
such as the Cherokee Nation, 
require their scholarship re-
cipients to provide community 
service for every $100 a stu-
dent receives. The Cherokee 
Nation also has a residency re-
quirement for several of their 
scholarship programs that 
restrict recipients to 14 coun-
ties around their boundaries 
in northeastern Oklahoma, 
according to the Cherokee Na-
tion’s College Resource Center. 

The colleges and universi-
ties Osage students are at-
tending cover a wide array 
of disciplines. They include 
schools for nursing, law, med-
icine, veterinary medicine, 
public health, divinity, den-
tistry, pharmacy, art, tech-
nology, osteopathic medicine, 
osteopathic medical surgery, 
agriculture, mechanical, min-
ing and technology, theological 
seminary, aeronautical, social 
work and many others.
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ON Congress passes three
branch budgets for FY 2019
Benny Polacca
Osage News

For the 2019 fiscal year, 
the Sixth Osage Nation Con-
gress passed the government 
operating budgets before ad-
journing the 2018 Tzi-Zho 
Session on Sept. 28. The new 
fiscal year begins Oct. 1.

According to the approved 
legislative bills, the Con-
gress passed the Executive 
Branch’s budget at $75.5 mil-
lion, the Legislative Branch 
budget at $2.2 million and 
the Judicial Branch’s budget 
at $551,737.

The Executive Branch’s 
budget (ONCA 18-48 spon-
sored by Congresswoman 
and Congressional Appropri-
ations Committee Chairwom-
an Maria Whitehorn) is $14.1 
million higher than the FY 
2018 budget for the branch 
approved for $61.4 million. 

The Executive Branch bud-
get stretches 127 pages and 
comprises budgets for respec-
tive departments and entities 
under the branch, as well as 
the Office of the Chiefs. The 
budgets include anticipat-
ed expenditures that will be 
made with either tribal funds 
or outside grants awarded to 
the Nation for specific depart-
ments and approved uses.

The Legislative Branch’s 
budget (ONCA 18-45 spon-
sored by Whitehorn) is about 
$2 million less than FY 
2018’s budget at $2.4 million 
and the legislative budget 
includes operation expenses 
for the Congressional Office 
and the Office of Fiscal Per-
formance and Review and its 
budget expenses will come 
from tribal funds.  

For FY 2019, the Con-
gressional budget expenses 
remain at about $2 million 

and the OFPR operations is 
down to $206,000 from about 
$371,000 last year.

The Congress meets twice 
regularly each year for the 
Tzi-Zho Session starting 
on the Tuesday after Labor 
Day and the Hun-Kah Ses-
sion starting the last week of 
March. The regular sessions 
stretch 24 days and special 
sessions (lasting up to 10 
days) may be called at any 
other time by written procla-
mations issued by the Princi-
pal Chief or with consent of 
two-thirds of the Congress.

The Judicial Branch bud-
get (ONCA 18-44 sponsored 
by Whitehorn) is a $551,737 
appropriation bill for the Na-
tion’s Judicial Branch opera-
tions in FY 2019. The budget 
includes $66,408 in federal 
grant funding and $485,329 

Screen Shot of Osage Nation Live Stream

Speaker of the Congress RJ Walker addresses the Sixth Osage Nation Congress on the opening day of the 
Tzi-Zho Session.

See budget
—Continued  on Page 19
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receive feedback for improving its collection. She won a travel 
fellowship to attend the American Alliance of Museums Annual 
Meeting and Museum Expo in St. Louis in 2017 and the ONM 
staff was selected out of 400 proposed session submissions for 
their proposal, “Museum Rehab: Starting Over at the Osage Na-
tion Museum.”

Under her leadership, the ONM collaborated with many mu-
seums in the state and country. In 2016, the ONM collaborated 
with the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art in Norman, Okla., on 
a Native American photography exhibit featuring descendants 
of Osage Allottee John Bigheart. She partnered with the Sam 
Noble Museum for the museum’s 80th Birthday Celebration for 
their current exhibition, “Wedding Clothes and the Osage Com-
munity: A Giving Heritage.”

On her last day she captioned a black and white photo of the 
museum with the words: “So many emotions, not enough words. 
I will miss you my friend.” 

“Being the director of ONM has allowed me to delve deep into 
Osage history and to be an active member in our community. 
This position has allowed me to grow both personally and profes-
sionally and I will be forever grateful to the Nation for giving me 
this opportunity,” she said in the release. “I’m very proud of the 
work I have completed here, and I am confident that the ONM is 
set up to succeed in the future and to grow.” 

‘40 Under 40’
The National Center for American Indian Enterprise Develop-

ment named Winter as part of their 2018 class of “Native Amer-
ican 40 Under 40.”

The NCAIED selects recipients from a long list of nominations 
from across Indian Country. Each year they put out a call to 
tribal nations to nominate members from their communities un-
der the age of 40 who have demonstrated leadership, initiative, 
dedication and have made significant contributions in business 
and to their community, according to a prepared release. This is 
the 10-year-anniversary of the awards.

The event - “Impacting Generations: Honoring a Decade of Ex-
ceptional Service and Leadership” - will be held in conjunction 
with the National Center’s next Native Edge Institute, a one-day 
training session focused specifically on procurement.

The recipients will be honored at the River Spirit Casino Re-
sort in Tulsa on Oct. 29-30.

wInter 
–from Page 2

Osage artist’s 
designs to be 
featured in
design of
Crystal Bridges 
Museum
satellite
Osage News

In an old Kraft Foods 
plant in Bentonville, Ark., 
The Momentary, a satel-
lite of Crystal Bridges Mu-
seum of American Art, is  
being born. 

Arkansas is part of the 
Osage people’s ancestral 
homelands. Crystal Bridg-
es leadership took this into 
consideration and contacted 
Osage artist Addie Roan-
horse to incorporate her 
modern Osage designs for 
the museum.

At a Sept. 13 press con-
ference in Bentonville, 
Roanhorse described how 
her designs of Osage fin-
ger weaving patterns will 
be etched into the muse-
um’s glass panels at its en-
tryway, loading dock and  
elevator tower.

Courtesy Photo/Wheeler Kearns Architects

An artist’s rendering shows Addie Roanhorse’s Osage fingerweaving de-
sign etched into the glass of the entryway of The Momentary.

Joplin Globe/Roger Nomer

Osage artist Addie Roanhorse at a press conference in Bentonville, Ark.
See rOanhOrse

—Continued  on Page 19
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Osage Nation designated as a Purple Heart Community
Benny Polacca
Osage News

This year, the Osage Nation 
became the first tribe in Okla-
homa to carry the title of Pur-
ple Heart Community after ON 
government leaders approved 
a resolution proclaiming the 
Nation is honoring military 
members who were wounded 
or died during combat action.

On Sept. 27, the Sixth Osage 
Nation Congress passed a res-
olution (ONCR 18-30 spon-
sored by Congresswoman and 
Army veteran Angela Pratt) to 
proclaim the Nation “as a Pur-
ple Heart Community, honor-
ing the service and sacrifice of 
our nation’s men and women 
in uniform wounded or killed 
by the enemy while serving to 
protect the freedoms enjoyed 
by all Americans.”

The resolution also states 
Aug. 7 is designated as the day 
the Nation remembers and 
recognized veterans who are 
Purple Heart recipients, which 
is also designated annually as 
National Purple Heart Day.

According to The Military 
Order of the Purple Heart 
website: “The Purple Heart 
is awarded to members of 
the armed forces ... who are 
wounded by an instrument of 
war in the hands of the enemy 
and posthumously to the next 
of kin in the name of those 

who are killed in action or die 
of wounds received in action.”  

On Sept. 28, Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear is-
sued a written proclamation 
mirroring the resolution after 
the Congress unanimously ap-
proved it following comments 
by Pratt. 

Pratt said the Purple Heart 
Community designation is 

issued by the state Military 
Order of the Purple Heart. Of-
ficials with the nonprofit Mili-
tary Order of the Purple Heart 
met with ON government 
members and area Osage vet-
erans on Sept. 28 to issue a 
plaque to the Nation in front of 
the Office of the Chiefs.

On behalf of the Nation, 
Standing Bear accepted the 

plaque from the Military Or-
der of the Purple Heart offi-
cials, adding: “I can tell you it 
is quite an experience to see 
the (Purple Heart flag raised 
in front of the building) go up 
just before you all arrived. We 
are extremely grateful for your 
service.” 

“I’m very honored to be in 
your presence here today and 

I thank you for your service,” 
said Congressional Second 
Speaker Joe Tillman to Purple 
Heart organization officials 
and Osage veterans at the 
plaque presentation.

Marine veteran and Purple 
Heart Recipient John Henry 
Mashunkashey, who worked 
with the officials on the desig-
nation, said the Osage Nation 
is the first tribe in Oklahoma 
“to be a Purple Heart Com-
munity.” Mashunkashey also 
introduced other Osage veter-
ans present including Casey 
Johnson, who is also a Purple 
Heart recipient and currently 
the Executive Branch Director 
of Operations.

“The Purple Heart is the 
military’s oldest medal and 
(President) George Washing-
ton presented the first med-
als in 1783. Today, there are 
approximately 600,000 living 
veterans that were wounded 
in combat and have received 
the medal,” Pratt said during 
the Congressional session. “I 
believe our Osage people and 
Native people, in general, have 
a great love and respect for our 
veterans and always have, 
even during the times that our 
country didn’t respect our vet-
erans coming home. I’m glad 
that this is happening, and I 
hope that we continue to find 
ways to honor our veterans 
throughout our Nation.”

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Officials with the Military Order of the Purple Heart present Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear with a special recognition award on Sept. 28 after Standing Bear and the Sixth ON Congress approved a 
resolution proclaiming the Osage Nation as a Purple Heart Community honoring military service members who 
were injured or killed in action and received the Purple Heart Medal as a result. 

Pawhuska Family Medical Clinic opens 
with Dr. Cameron Rumsey on staff
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osages seeking health care now have another option with the 
newly completed Pawhuska Family Medical Clinic, now open for 
patient care.

The clinic, located immediately east of Pawhuska Hospital, 
opened its doors for business on Sept. 22 with Dr. Cameron 
Rumsey (Osage) as one of two providers working at the facility, 
which is part of the hospital campus. On Sept. 21, Rumsey, along 
with Pawhuska Hospital officials and the Pawhuska Chamber of 
Commerce, celebrated the clinic opening with a ribbon-cutting 
event attended by community members.

Rumsey expressed excitement for the clinic opening, adding: 
“Our hospital staff, board and Cohesive Management Company 
have all contributed a great deal of time and effort to assist in 
opening our new clinic. We know there is a growing need for 
more health care in our community and the surrounding areas. 
Our staff is excited and ready to contribute to that need.” 

Rumsey, also the Pawhuska Hospital Chief of Staff, said he 
will be seeing patients (of all ages) at the clinic three days per 
week and will be working at the hospital the other two days. The 
clinic staff will also include a nurse practitioner and Rumsey 
said he plans to see 20-25 patients per workday.  

According to the Pawhuska Hospital website, Rumsey also 
serves on the hospital board since 2016. He previously worked 
at the Osage Nation’s Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center for two years 
starting in 2015 when the Nation changed the name of the In-
dian Health Service Clinic and entered into an IHS compact 
agreement to manage the facility.

In the Pawhuska community, Rumsey said: “At one time 
Pawhuska relied on four or even five great physicians to care for 
our people and we are thankful for the opportunity to play a part 
in restoring a similar healthcare system for our town. We will 
continue to expand our staff and services and hope the city of 
Pawhuska and the rest of our community will partner with us in 
future healthcare ventures. We look forward to meeting our new 
patients and hope to have a positive impact on our community.”

For future expansion of clinic services, Rumsey said there are 
plans to open a pharmacy for prescribed medications and to offer 
specialty services with other part-time medical providers.

The Pawhuska Family Medical Clinic, 1109 E. 15th St., will 
be open for patients from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. five days a week. 
The clinic can be reached at (918) 287-5151.

CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT: Pawhuska Family Medical Clinic is scheduled 
to open to the public on Sept. 24.

Local community members socialize at a ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
newly completed Pawhuska Family Medical Clinic on Sept. 20.

Patient exam rooms and nurse’s stations at the newly built Pawhuska 
Family Medical Clinic.

All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Dr. Cameron Rumsey (Osage) cuts the ribbon at the grand opening celebration for the newly built Pawhuska 
Family Medical Clinic where he will see patients starting Sept. 24. 
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T
he Honorable Judge Marvin 
Stepson has been an attor-
ney in Indian Country since 
1977. When he speaks about 
the law and his career, the 

excitement in his voice is palpable. 
Whether he’s telling you stories about 
his work on the Ute Indian Reservation 
in Utah or stories about his work for 
the Oklahoma Crime Commission, his 
career was impactful. 

In June of this year he officially re-
tired as the Osage Nation’s Chief Trial 
Court Judge, a post he’s held since the 
formation of the new government in 
2006. He said it was time to do some-
thing else, and one to never rest, he 
will be attending the National Amer-
ican Indian Court Judges Association 
this month in Albuquerque, N.M.

He remembers receiving the call to 
be the Nation’s first trial court judge, 
and he also remembers that he didn’t 
want to do it. He had just moved back 
to his hometown of Fairfax after hav-
ing suffered two heart attacks in Ar-
izona. He had just undergone triple 
bypass surgery. It was during his re-
cuperation that he was asked about  
the appointment. 

“I think it was in November of 2006 
when I was sworn in, the surgery was 
in September, and it’s a long recupera-
tion period. There’s no good time of the 
year because the recuperation period 
goes from season to season,” he said. 
“So, I came over and was sworn in and 
they asked me if I could start Monday 
and I said no. They asked me, ‘Well, 
why not?’ and I said, ‘Because I’m recu-
perating from heart surgery.’” 

He started his post at the first of the 
year in January of 2007. In the begin-
ning his case load consisted of the civil 
docket, “which is almost everything,” 
he said. He also took care of the child 
support docket, “We have a very good 
child support office here,” small claims 
docket, and the criminal docket. As the 
years passed his caseload progressed. 

“At the very beginning of our new 
Constitution in 2006, my office reached 
out to Marvin as I learned he had just 
retired and moved back home to Gray 
Horse. I appointed him, and the Osage 
Nation Congress confirmed him in 
his first term,” said former Principal 
Chief Jim Gray. “He served honorably 
throughout his first term and success-
fully was retained by the Osage people 
in 2010 and again in 2014. I have enor-
mous respect for him and will always 
appreciate his service to the Osage Na-
tion Judiciary Branch in those critical 
first moments of our Nation’s transition 
to a democratic form of government.”

Indian Country
Stepson graduated from the Univer-

sity of Central Oklahoma in 1971 with 
a Bachelor of Arts in History and had 
minored in Political Science and En-
glish. Afterward he went to work for 
the Department of Human Services and 
reviewed applications for assistance. 
He was recruited to join the Oklahoma 
Crime Commission, “the best job I ever 
had,” which he reviewed applications 
for funds and was then promoted to the 
planning department within the OCC. 
“I got funds for the Osage County Sher-
iff George Wayman to hire an Indian 
Deputy, as a matter of fact. I did that 
for a couple others as well,” he said. 

He went to law school in 1974 and 
received his Juris Doctorate from the 
University of New Mexico School of 
Law in 1977. He said after the first se-
mester he wanted to leave but he “stuck 
it out.” During his time at law school he 
worked for the American Indian Law 
Center as a research assistant on the 
children’s code, which was what exist-
ed before the Indian Child Welfare Act. 
He also worked as a teaching assistant 
in Indian law.

After law school he went to work for 

the Oklahoma Indian Affairs Commis-
sion as their staff attorney. 

“In 1979 we formed the Oklahoma 
Indian Police Academy at Chilocco be-
cause there had been some cases that 
had come down that ruled Oklahoma 
had Indian Country. That was for west-
ern Oklahoma at the time and it had 
not reached us over here (eastern Okla-
homa) yet,” he said. “Browning Pipes-
tem did the organization of it and I did 
the footwork. We got people from the 
Feds and the State to come in and teach 
different courses 
for several weeks. 
Then they went to 
work for tribes, they 
went to work for the 
BIA … and it wasn’t 
without a lot of re-
sistance. After we 
did that I thought, 
‘I think I’ll go and 
practice the law for 
a little bit.’”

In the late 1970s 
and 1980s, tribes re-
lied on the Court of 
Indian Offenses to 
adjudicate disputes. 
Stepson became a 
circuit prosecutor 
for the Anadarko 
region which con-
sisted of about five 
to seven Indian 
agencies for various 
tribes in western 
Oklahoma. The CIO 
had four judges, 
his friend the late 
Browning Pipestem (Osage/Otoe), 
Vincent Knight, Ryland Reevis, and  
Howard Goodbear.

“I still have my certificate from the 
bar association of the Court of Indian 
Offenses, has all of their signatures on 
it. It’s kind of water stained but that’s 
because it’s 40-something years old,” 
he said smiling. 

Pipestem’s son Wilson, who carried 
on his father’s legacy as an attorney 
for Pipestem Law, said he remembers 
Judge Stepson from his youth, not only 
as a lawyer but as a traditional Osage 
from the Grayhorse District. 

“Our Dad thought highly of Judge 
Stepson, not only as a lawyer and pro-
fessional, but also a brother and cul-
ture keeper in Grayhorse,” he said. 
“As kids, we were raised around the 
good words and laughs of Marvin, Jess 
Burris (Osage), and our Dad, over all-
you-can-eat meals. They talked about 
the law, protection of sovereignty, and 
service to the community.”

Stepson worked as a prosecutor for 
the Court of Indian Offenses until the 
1980s and then contracted to supply 
the prosecutorial services for the whole 
Anadarko area. Once there he received 
a welcomed surprise, all the attorneys 
working the area were Osage attor-

neys. Pipestem, Burris, and Terry Ma-
son Moore.

“I worked with Marvin in the late 
80s when he, Browning Pipestem, 
Jess Burris, and I worked in the CFR 
courts on a prosecutor contract out of 
the Anadarko Area Office. Marvin had 
the Shawnee agency for those tribes. 
Browning had Concho agency tribes, 
Jess did Anadarko agency tribes, and I 
had Ft Oakland for the Pawnee agency 
tribes,” Mason Moore said. “These were 
the days before tribal courts. I was hon-

ored to work with them and learn from 
these esteemed older attorneys.”

Stepson said after their time in 
Anadarko was coming to an end, tribes 
were slowly beginning to form their 
own courts, making their own codes. 
“Something every tribe should do, be-
cause tribes are limited to what they 
can do in a CFR court,” he said. In the 
meantime, he was a Tax Commissioner 
for the Absentee Shawnee. 

In 1987, when the Citizen 
Potawatomi formed their own courts 
he was appointed to their Supreme 
Court. He also served as a Supreme 
Court Justice for the Sac and Fox and 
the Kickapoo. In the early to mid 1990s 
he was a prosecutor for the Ute Indian 
Tribe in Utah where his caseload was 
about 1,200 criminal cases per year.

After he left the Ute, he became the 
Tax Commissioner for the Osage. At 
the same time, he served as a judge for 
the Pawnee and Ponca. In the mid to 
late 1990s Stepson was appointed as 
the Trial Court Judge for the Osage 
National Council. Court was held on 
the second floor of what is now the ON 
Executive offices. 

When the National Council form of 
government was abolished in the mid 
1990s, he worked for the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs doing probates. He said he 
organized the probate office in Aber-
deen, S.D., and many tribes used the 
model he developed. He did that for 
a year and then went to do probates  
in Arizona. 

“That was a great job too because 
I traveled the length of and width of 
Arizona, from the mountains to the 
desert. Sometimes I would be gone a 
whole week. I did as many as 14 cas-
es in one day. Everything that I had, 
I had in a big box and I took that with 
me, and so I had everything ready to 
go – draft orders ready to go,” he said. 
“Yeah, I would leave Phoenix Monday 
morning and go all the way to Sells, 
Ariz., which is almost to Mexico and 
then hit San Carlos, White Mountain 
Apache, then all the way up north to  
Truxton Canyon.”

He said there was beauty in even the 
most desolate desert. 

Then in 2000, he was appointed as a 

judge for the Osage but under the Trib-
al Council form of government. He was 
also a judge for the Pawnee and Ponca 
and said he worked only on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. “That’s 
why we have court here on Thursdays, 
because that’s the way I set it up,”  
he said.  

 
Reflection

“I think the interaction with the staff 
of the police department and other staff 
is what I’ll miss. Some of the things I’m 
pretty proud of was putting together 
that police academy in Chilocco. I can’t 
remember how many individuals went 
but quite a few came out police officers. 
I don’t know exactly how many contin-
ued with a law enforcement career, but 
it was quite a few,” he said. “I’m proud 
of working for the Oklahoma Crime 
Commission, probably the best job I 
ever had, certainly the most satisfying. 
I liked the people I worked with and 
worked there for two-and-a-half years 
and never ever took annual leave. My 
vacations were the trips they sent me 
on. They even gave me a summer off to 
attend a summer law program.”

He said the Osage Nation’s sover-
eignty is reflected in its courts and its 
police department. 

“It shows our sovereignty, that we 
can do things we need to do. There’s 
a U.S. Supreme Court case, Cherokee 
Nation vs. Georgia, that says Indians 

have the right to make their own laws 
and be governed by them, and that’s 
what we’ve done. When people act up, 
we apprehend them, bring them be-
fore the court. One of the things I’m 
pretty proud of, some courts they’re 
in it for the punishment, but we re-
habilitate and provide opportunity 
for restitution – which gives people a 
chance,” he said. “Otherwise, we’re 
just an Indian club whose ancestors 
just happen to be Osage. If you don’t 
have those things you’re not much of a  
tribal government.”

He said he feels the state of Oklaho-
ma has short-changed Native Ameri-
cans over the years because for decades 
it should have been enforcing the In-
dian Country distinction and jurisdic-
tion. He has been asked to explain the 
meaning of Indian Country many times 
and he feels there are too many in the 
U.S. government who don’t understand 
its significance.  

“I don’t think the state appreciates 
what we do for them, by exercising our 
sovereignty. It takes a burden off them. 
We have enhanced the law enforce-
ment in Osage County by the officers 
that we have, and they keep cutting 
our budget,” he said. “It makes our 
response time slower when you don’t 
have enough officers.”

When asked if whether the Osage 
Nation’s laws were unique to that of 
state or federal law, he said: “In the 
application of the law where we might 
want to apply custom and tradition, I 
don’t know that we have ever done that. 
We just have our own laws and they’re 
separate from state law. The applica-
tion of law to civil and criminal cases is 
different. State law doesn’t apply here, 
and we’ve had people try to apply state 
law here and we’re not going to do that. 
It might be influential but it’s certainly 
not compelling.”

As far as his future plans: “I don’t 
have any plans. I’ve already traveled. 
But, I’ve always got my finger in the 
pie. I’m going up to New Mexico for the 
National American Indian Court Judg-
es Association meeting. I’ll meet with 
colleagues out there, people I went to 
law school with. I almost became a 
judge at Mescalero Apache. I would go 
back to Utah if they needed help, but I 
don’t want to prosecute again.”

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Judge Marvin Stepson retired in June as the Osage Nation’s first Trial Court Judge. Behind 
him is the Osage Nation Courthouse on the Osage campus in Pawhuska.

Judge Marvin Stepson 
reflects on a career
of legal service in

Indian Country
Shannon Shaw Duty

Osage News

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Outgoing Osage Nation Trial Court Judge Marvin Stepson was honored at the 2018 Osage 
Nation Inauguration on July 14 at the Osage Casino in Ponca City.
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Statue of Chief Claremore 
II dedicated in front of 
Osage Nation Museum
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage community and visitors 
of the Osage Nation Museum can now 
view and appreciate the artistry that 
went into a 9-foot bronze statue of 
Chief Claremore II.

The statue, which took a year and 
more than 1,000 hours to make, is 
so detailed that one can see the tat-
toos on Claremore’s chest. A dedica-
tion ceremony took place on Sept. 14 
and Principal Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear, Congressman John Maker, 
Speaker of the Congress RJ Walker 
and ONM Curator Hallie Winter 
spoke about the life and legacy of the 
historic chief. 

The statue was designed and 
crafted by Osage artist John D. Free 
Jr., who is a former Osage Nation 
Congressman and a Claremore de-
scendant. His team at The Bronze 
Horse consists of his wife Cindy, 
brother Matt, son Ladd and his  
nephew Matthew.

“This was a real personal thing. It’s 
of your people, it’s in your backyard, 
and you want to do the best job his-
torically that you can do. I’ve been do-
ing this for over 30 years. Every day, 
we make bronzes, we put sculptures 
all across the United States,” Free 
said. “You don’t get [requests] that 
are this special, that mean this much 
to you, and you put so much into it. I 
was tasked with creating an image of 
Claremore, and I took a lot of input 
from elders to get it right.”

Chief Claremore II, the Osage’s 
last hereditary chief whose father 
was also named Claremore, was born 

in the late 16th century and became 
leader of the People of the Oaks, or 
the Arkansas band of Osage, said 
ONM Curator Hallie Winter.

Claremore is derived from a 
French word, Claremont. His Osage 
name was La-Moie, which is said to 
mean Moving Hawk or Arrow Going 
Home. He was also given the name 
Dawa GaXe, which translates to 
Town Maker, she said. The villages 
of Claremore were situated in what 
is called the Three Forks Area where 
the Verdigris River and the Neosho 
River empty into the Arkansas Riv-
er. The city of Claremore, Okla., is 
named after the chief, she said. 

“Claremore II was known to boldly 
lead war parties against other war-
ring tribes and individuals encroach-
ing on Osage lands. During the treaty 
negotiations of 1808, Claremore II 
did not participate,” Winter said. “By 
1825, increased warfare combined 
with continued westward expansion 
compromised the Osage control in 
that region. When U.S. government 
officials demanded to remove the 
Osage into Kansas in 1825, all Osage 
leaders consented at the signing of 
the Council Grove treaty. Although 
Claremore II signed the treaty, he did 
not cede his land and remained in the 
Three Forks Area until his death in 
1828. His son, Claremore III, did not 
leave the area as well until his forced 
removal in 1839. 

“Author Terry P. Wilson said of 
Claremore II, ‘Whenever a leader re-
flects his people’s desires effectually, 

See ClareMOre
—Continued  on Page 16

All photos by Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

2018 Kihekah Steh Powwow Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith on July 29.

Christopher Cote dances during an Intertribal during the 2018 Kihekah Steh Powwow July 
27-29.

From left: Heather Wilson Little, Kihekah Steh Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith, Ahnawake 
Mashunkashey and Head Lady Dancer Welana Queton gourd dance at the 2018 Kihekah 
Steh Powwow July 27-29.

Head Man Dancer Ryan RedCorn dances during an Intertribal during the 2018 Kihekah Steh 
Powwow July 27-29.

Princesses dance during an Intertribal during the 2018 Kihekah Steh Powwow July 27-29.
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The statue of Chief Claremore II took John Free Jr. and his team a year and more than 1,000 hours to make at his studio, The Bronze Horse.

The descendants of Chief Claremore stand together at a dedication ceremony on Sept. 
14 on the Osage Nation campus in Pawhuska.

Onlookers view the statue of Chief Claremore II at the Sept. 14 dedication.

Onlookers view the statue of Chief Claremore II at the Sept. 14 dedication.

Osage artist John Free, Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear and Osage elder and vet-
eran Richard Luttrell, who is also a descen-
dant of Chief Claremore.

Osage Nation Congressman John Maker talks 
to Osage artist John Free about the statue of 
Chief Claremore that Free created, which was 
dedicated in a ceremony on Sept. 14 on the 
Osage Nation campus in Pawhuska.

Osage artist John Free poses for a photo be-
side his 9-foot bronze statue of Chief Clare-
more on Sept. 14 on the Osage Nation cam-
pus in Pawhuska.

The statue of Chief Claremore II took John 
Free Jr. and his team a year and more than 
1,000 hours to make at his studio, The 
Bronze Horse.

The statue of Chief Claremore II took John Free Jr. and his team a year and more than 1,000 
hours to make at his studio, The Bronze Horse.
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Daposka 
Ahnkodapi
Eagles compete 
in school’s first 
ever cross
country meet
Shannon Shaw-Duty
Osage News

The Daposka Ahnkodapi Eagles 
of the Osage Language Immersion 
School made history and competed 
in the school’s first-ever Cross Coun-
try meet against Woodland Elemen-
tary School on Sept. 11, just outside 
the Fairfax Lake. Twenty-three stu-
dents competed from the Kindergar-
ten, First Grade and Second Grade 
of the Daposka Ahnkodapi, which in 
Osage translates to “Our School.”

Parents joined in and encouraged 
the runners to finish the course 
while teachers ran with the students 
as well. Wakonze Mandy McKinley, 
one of the coaches for the team and 
the second-grade teacher, said the 
event was a learning experience for 
the children and was for fun.

“I am proud of all the kids! Run-
ning is so much more than winning. 
Running against yourself is a pow-
erful mindset to have and will equip 
the students to prepare for other 
sports and so much more. I want the 
kids to enjoy running,” she said.

Before the race began, the stu-
dents huddled together, put their 
hands in and cheered “HUXTHA 
ZHI^! HUXTHA ZHI^GA! 
HUXTHA ZHI^GA!” Huxtha Zhi^-
GA translates to “Little Eagles.”

All the students received gold 
medals and hugs from family and 
friends.

All photos by
Shannon Shaw Duty

Osage News
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Osage Congress
approves $8.1 million 
for scholarship fund
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Na-
tion Congress approved the 
first of several appropri-
ation bills on Sept. 11 in-
cluding $8.1 million for the 
Nation’s Higher Education  
Scholarship Fund.

On Day 7 of the Tzi-Zho 
Session, the Congress mem-
bers unanimously approved 
the $8.1 million appropria-
tion (ONCA 18-33 sponsored 
by Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards), which replenishes 
the Nation’s revolving schol-
arship fund for the 2018-2019 
school year.    

Before the vote, Ed-
wards said the bill is “the 
one thing we do as a Nation 
that can change the course 
of a person’s life forever” 
adding the scholarship pro-
gram continues a tradition 
of helping Osages further 
their education to provide 
for themselves and families, 
noting in earlier years, head-
right money was used to fund  
students’ education.

For this year, Edwards 
said there are about 1,350 
qualified scholarship applica-
tions filed from Osages who 
plan on attending higher edu-
cation institutions, according 
to data provided by Scholar-
ship America, which is the 
third-party administrator of 
the Nation’s scholarships. 
Edwards urged the Congress 
to continue supporting the 
scholarship program, not-
ing the countless letters and 
social media postings that 
students and their families 
share each year expressing 
gratitude for the program 
that helps defray the student 
tuition costs.

The $8.1 million appro-
priation will come from trib-
al funding in the Nation’s 
Treasury and mirrors the 
amount appropriated in 2017  
for scholarships.

Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn agreed the schol-
arship program is one that 

“makes a difference” in lives 
of Osages who further their 
education. As a former Con-
gressional Speaker, White-
horn said one of the great 
pleasures she had in that 
post was signing the stu-
dent certificates sent to the  
Osage graduates.

In learning about outside 
tribal governments and op-
portunities, Whitehorn re-
ferred to the Southern Ute 
Indian Tribe, which also pro-
vides scholarship funding to 
its people and whose tribal 
operations she’s visited in 
the past. She recalled com-
ments from the Tribe, which 
she also agrees with in sup-
porting the scholarship pro-
gram: “When (graduates and 
scholarship recipients) carry 
themselves in other places, 
they represent us.”

Congressman Eli Potts 
said he is an Osage schol-
arship recipient, which he 
said is a great investment in 
quality education, noting he 
is one of several Osages that 
“are coming back to support 
our Nation” in working in 
public service for the people.

Congressman John Maker 
also agreed the scholarship 
program is one he’s in favor 
of, noting the Nation has 
come a long ways from ear-
lier decades that had limited 
opportunities such as Bureau 
of Indian Affair scholarships 
that aimed to train Osages 
and other Native Americans 
for trade jobs such as plumb-
ers or carpenters. “I’m telling 
you where we’ve come from,” 
he said, noting the progress 
in opportunities.

ONCA 18-33 passed with 
an 11-0 vote with one ab-
sence from Congressman Ar-
chie Mason that day. The bill 
goes to Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear’s office for 
consideration of action. 

For more information on 
the Congressional session, 
committee meetings and filed 
legislation, visit the Legisla-
tive Branch website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-
we-are/legislative-branch

Preliminary hearing 
set for ongoing Reece 
brothers’ case
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

A preliminary hearing has been scheduled yet again in 
state court for two brothers accused of killing a Pawhuska 
oil man. 

According to court records, Jeremy and Tyler Reece 
are now scheduled for a preliminary hearing at 9:30 a.m. 
on Nov. 26 in Osage County District Court with addition-
al appearances set for 10 a.m. on Nov. 27 and 9:30 a.m. on  
Nov. 29.  

The Reeces are being held in connection with the Sep-
tember 2015 death of Rick Holt, whose body was found on 
restricted Indian land northwest of Hominy with bullet 
wounds to the neck, shoulders and head. 

The case has been in limbo for more than three years 
thanks to jurisdictional questions. The Reece brothers are 
citizens of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and Holt’s body was 
found on Osage land, thus opening the door for proceedings 
in federal or tribal court under the Major Crimes Act. 

The state of Oklahoma’s authority in the proceedings 
hinges on where the kill shot was delivered, which re-
mains a point of contention. Osage County prosecutors 
maintain that the lethal blow was administered in Holt’s 
yard, thus giving the state the authority to charge the pair  
with murder.

To date, the U.S. Attorney’s Office has not filed charges 
in the case. The brothers waived their right to a speedy trial 
earlier this year.  

Under Oklahoma statute, each brother could receive up 
to 10 years in prison and/or a fine of $5,000 for conspiracy to 
commit murder if found guilty, plus up to 20 years’ impris-
onment for kidnapping.

The Osage Nation filed first-degree homicide charges in 
May 2016 to ensure the brothers remained in custody after 
the state of Oklahoma missed an appeal deadline. 

If convicted in tribal court, the brothers could face up to 
one year in jail, a $5,000 fine and banishment from Osage 
lands for 20 years.

Minerals Council Oil & Gas Summit Dec. 12-13
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The Osage Minerals Council 
is going high tech for its 2018 
oil and gas summit. 

At the council’s Sept. 19 
meeting, Councilwoman Mar-
go Gray said the event’s plan-
ning committee is in talks to 
have an event-specific mo-
bile application available  
for participants.  

“We will be selecting a com-
pany that can do everything 
on an app, handle our registra-
tion and do everything online 
so you all can see our agen-
da and everything,” she said. 
“We’re once again utilizing  
modern technology.” 

The event is scheduled for 

Dec. 12-13 at the Osage Casi-
no Tulsa, with a vendor expo 
on both days and a lease sale 
on Dec. 12. Its agenda is still 
in flux with tentative plans 
calling for breakout sessions 
on technology developments, 
orphan well data, and federal 
regulations over Osage County 
drilling operations.

A block of hotel rooms will 
be available at a group rate. 

Meanwhile, despite con-
cerns that not enough produc-
ers received advance notice, 
the council hosted a lease sale 
on Sept. 26 in the Minerals 
Council chambers. 

Thirty-two combination oil 
and gas tracts, seven oil tracts 
and one gas-only tract were 
slated to go up for auction. 

Each tract carried a 24-month 
lease and there was not a limit 
on the number of acres a lessee 
can acquire at the auction.  

Legal notices were pub-
lished in two newspapers and 
information was posted on 
the Pawhuska Agency’s web-
site, but no mailers were sent, 
prompting questions of wheth-
er the event had been suffi-
ciently advertised.   

“I have had producers con-
tacting me personally asking 
if there is going to be a lease 
sale,” Councilor Paul Revard 
said. “The producers that came 
up to me had not heard a word 
about us having a lease sale. 

“I wouldn’t have even known 
about the lease sale if I wasn’t 
on the council.”

ON Counseling Center 
awarded $2.5 million grant 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Coun-
seling Center plans to use a 
recently awarded $2.5 federal 
grant toward a five-year proj-
ect to treat adolescents and 
their families or caregivers 
with substance abuse or men-
tal health disorders.

According to a news release, 
the Nation received notice of 
the Youth and Family TREE 
grant award in August from 
the Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Services Adminis-
tration (SAMHSA), which is 
under the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

The grant will be distribut-
ed in divided amounts over the 
five-year span with the 2019 
awarded amount at about 
$320,000, according to Jenni-
fer McGlothlin, director of the 
ON Counseling Center, which 
applied for the grant.  

According to McGlothlin, 
the grant focuses “on adoles-
cent youth, ages 12-18, along 
with their families or prima-
ry caregivers with substance 

use disorders or co-occurring 
mental health disorders. We 
will utilize the money to em-
bed a Master’s (degree) level 
counselor in the high schools 
of Pawhuska, Hominy, and 
Fairfax. We are beginning in 
Pawhuska and will add Hom-
iny and Fairfax next school 
year. We will be screening the 
adolescents in that age group, 
looking for tobacco use, sub-
stance use, and family sub-
stance use.”

The Nation’s Grants Depart-
ment assisted the Counseling 
Center with the application 
process, as it does with oth-
er ON departments applying 
for federal and outside grant 
funding opportunities to fund 
their operations or projects. 
“Treating drug and alcohol 
abuse at a young age will in-
crease the likelihood of the 
person staying sober in the 
future. It will also help the 
families to stay sober because 
they will receive counseling as 
well,” Chris StandingBear, ON 
Grants Department director, 
said in the release regarding 
the SAMHSA grant.

For other grant funding 
plans, McGlothlin said: “The 
really great thing is that this 
is a wrap-around approach – 
meaning we aren’t just going 
to be treating the adolescent 
– but the entire family. There 
will be individual counseling 
and family counseling. We 
will be teaching coping skills 
for sobriety, how to function 
as a family unit, and how to 
participate in activities for the 
whole family. At the end of 
the program (each family will 
be participating for approxi-
mately one year), there will be 
a graduation ceremony honor-
ing sobriety and the family’s 
accomplishments. In addition 
to the family, we are going to 
be providing education to the 
staff of each school and in each 
community about substance 
use, what to look for, and how 
to refer the students they are 
worried about.”

For the remaining years, 
McGlothlin said the annual 
grant disbursement amounts 
will be higher at $540,000 to 
hire additional counselors for 
the project.

Osage Congress considers
confirmation appointees, votes 
down Treasurer confirmation
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During the 2018 Tzi-Zho 
Session, the Sixth Osage Na-
tion Congress considered and 
confirmed several appointees 
to boards and commissions 
and voted down the reappoint-
ment of Samuel Alexander as 
ON Treasurer.

On Sept. 28, the Congress 
voted down a motion to re-
confirm Alexander (Muscogee 
Creek Nation) for another 
four-year term with seven “no” 
votes and four “yes” votes after 
no discussion before the votes.

Alexander (first appoint-
ed and confirmed as Trea-
surer in 2016), addressed 
the Congress before the vote, 
listing several activities and 
accomplishments while he 
served as Treasurer and not-
ed “thank you for your time, 
I’ve enjoyed working for the 
Osage Nation and I appreciate  
the opportunity.”

Alexander’s confirmation 
vote failed with “no” votes 
from Congress members Eli 
Potts, Angela Pratt, Paula 
Stabler, Joe Tillman, Maria 
Whitehorn, Alice Goodfox and 
Brandy Lemon. “Yes” votes 
came from John Maker, Ar-
chie Mason, Scott BigHorse 
and Congressional Speaker RJ 
Walker and one absence from 
Shannon Edwards.

In another appointee up-
date, Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear, who submit-
ted the appointees for confir-
mation consideration, said 

he asked the Congress to not 
consider reappointing Julie 
O’Keefe to the Foundation 
Board. O’Keefe is now work-
ing with the Executive Branch 
on a contract basis in helping 
finish construction work and 
improvements on the Nation’s 
Visitor’s Center located at 
Lynn Avenue and Main Street 
in Pawhuska. 

Other confirmations for 
ON government officials 
and boards and commis-
sions were considered and  
confirmed including:

• William Oldfield was con-
firmed to serve as Chief Trial 
Court Judge for the Judicial 
Branch. His confirmation 
passed with an 11-0 vote on 
Sept. 26. 

• Anita Fields is confirmed 
to serve another three-year 
term as a first alternate on 
the ON Election Board with a 
unanimous 11-0 vote.

• Frank Freeman is con-
firmed to serve a three-year 
term on the Osage Limited Li-
ability Company (LLC) Board 
with nine “yes” votes on Sept. 
26 and three abstentions 
from Edwards, BigHorse  
and Mason.

• Freeman is also con-
firmed to serve on the Tall-
grass Economic Development 
LLC Board. His confirmation 
vote was eight “yes” votes, two 
“no” votes from Tillman and 
Edwards and two abstentions 
from Potts and BigHorse.

Under an ongoing reorgani-
zation of the ON economic de-
velopment LLCs, the Tallgrass 
Economic Development is 

moving under Osage LLC and 
the motion to have Tallgrass 
Economic Development Board 
members is proper pending 
further action regarding the 
entity, according to Congres-
sional legal counsel Loyed 
“Trey” Gill who addressed the 
body during Freeman’s confir-
mation vote.    

Kay Bills is reappointed to 
the Osage LLC Board with 10 
“yes” votes and abstentions 
from Edwards and BigHorse 
on Sept. 26.

On Sept. 27, the Congress 
unanimously reconfirmed 
Charles “Chuck” Hessert for 
serving on the Osage Nation 
Energy Services (ONES) LLC 
Board with a 9-0 vote and 
three absences from Potts, Ed-
wards and Mason.

Also, on Sept. 27, the Con-
gress reconfirmed Cece-
lia Tallchief to serve on the 
Health Authority Board with 
seven “yes” votes, one “no” 
from Stabler and one ab-
stention from Lemon, who is  
Tallchief’s daughter.

On Sept. 28, the final session 
day, the Congress unanimous-
ly confirmed the following in-
dividuals with 11-0 votes and 
one absence from Edwards: 
Michael Kidder (Gaming 
Commission), Galen Crum 
(Bluestem Ranch LLC Board), 
Hank Hainzinger (Bluestem 
Ranch LLC Board), Alexander 
Tallchief Skibine (Founda-
tion Board), Gary Weyl (Gam-
ing Commission) and Carol 
Kliesen (Grayhorse Village 
Committee).
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TASC offices temporarily relocate 
to fourth floor of Capitol Building
Osage News

The offices of the Treatment 
Alternatives to Street Crime, 
commonly known by its ac-
ronym of TASC, has moved 
to the fourth floor of the Cap-
itol Building in downtown 
Pawhuska. 

TASC, formerly located at 
606 Kihekah, next door to the 
Osage News offices and Osage 
Nation Elections, had to tem-
porarily relocate after their 

rent was raised due to their 
proximity to the ever-popular 
Pioneer Woman Mercantile. 
The Osage Nation owns the 
buildings that house the offices 
of the News and election office.

Currently, the elevator in 
the Capitol Building is out of 
order and patrons must use 
the stairs. For more informa-
tion about TASC and its pro-
grams, call (918) 287-5413 or 
call their 24-hour TASC Crisis 
Line at 1-800-411-8526.

Osage Congress passes three LLC 
appropriations totaling $1.1 million
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Before the 2018 Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion ended, the Sixth Osage 
Nation Congress approved 
three economic development 
bills totaling $1.1 million to 
fund the Nation’s three Limit-
ed Liability Company entities 
for their business endeavors 
and plans.

The three bills passed fol-
lowing several committee dis-
cussions and debates on the 
original requested amounts 
and after hearing presen-
tations from the respective 
LLC entities for the Blue-
stem Ranch, Osage LLC and 
Osage Nation Energy Services 
(ONES) LLC. 

The reduced amounts also 
come as the Nation considers 
several 2019 fiscal year bud-
gets to fund government oper-
ations, capital asset projects, 
cultural donations and direct 
services, prompting several 
debates and decisions on re-
ductions and cuts in submit-
ted budgets. Funding from the 
three bills will come from the 
Nation’s Economic Develop-
ment Fund, which is set aside 
from the General Treasury.

The three economic develop-
ment bills passing with major-
ity votes on Sept. 27 are:

• ONCA 18-58 (spon-
sored by Congresswom-
an Maria Whitehorn) 
is an appropriation 
for the Nation’s Blue-
stem Ranch LLC set at 
$350,000. This amount 
is a reduction from 
the original requested 
amount of $1.1 million.

Bluestem Ranch Board 
Chairman Jim Perrier recalled 
being told the board would re-
ceive $9 million for the ranch 
operations within a three-year 
window and acknowledged the 
board has received half of that 
amount ($4.5 million) at the 
Sept. 26 meeting and noted the 
progress of the ranch, which 
started with little tools and 
equipment. “We have taken 
this money, turned it into cat-
tle, we’re going to show a profit 

this next year” and noted the 
money would buy more stock 
“… we’re using it to buy cattle 
and its assets to the ranch,” 
Perrier said.

Congresswoman Paula 
Stabler said “we all want the 
ranch to continue to succeed 
and thrive as they have al-
ready,” but noted the Congress 
had big decisions to make for 
the three entities, prompting 
compromises in appropriating 
lower amounts for econom-
ic development. She also ac-
knowledged the progress of the 
newly seated Congress, which 
reviewed reports and board 
presentations from the LLC 
entities in wake of the Baker 
Tilly accounting firm’s review 
of the LLCs. 

Congressman Joe Tillman 
said he was against the re-
duced amount of the ranch ap-
propriation, adding “this is not 
what I intended for the ranch 
to have to operate on and I’ll be 
a ‘no’ vote.”

“When you sit in this seat, 
you have to make compromises 
to some extent and I think the 
health of our ranch, that the 
business pulse is healthy, we’re 
at the point where we’re going 
to try and spur on some type 
of enterprise business that’s 
going to have higher returns. 
Cattle, to me, is a great return, 
I’m always going to support it, 
but I’m going to support this 
amendment,” Whitehorn said 
of the lowered appropriation 
for the Bluestem Ranch.  

ONCA 18-58 passed with an 
8-1 vote with “yes” votes from 
Congress members White-
horn, Scott BigHorse, Alice 
Goodfox, Brandy Lemon, John 
Maker, Angela Pratt, Stabler 
and Congressional Speaker RJ 
Walker. Tillman cast the “no” 
vote. Congress members Eli 
Potts, Shannon Edwards and 
Archie Mason were absent at 
the time of voting.

• ONCA 18-62 (sponsored 
by Stabler) is an appro-
priation to ONES LLC 
for $600,000. This is a 
reduction from the orig-
inal requested amount 
of $880,000.

Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox said she is supportive of 
the economic development 
appropriations because “it’s a 
solution to being successful in 
our LLCs,” adding she recalled 
hearing from the voters during 
the 2018 campaign season that 
the Nation still needs to diver-
sify its economy and set it up 
for success.

Tillman said he sees po-
tential on the horizon for eco-
nomic development, but also 
expressed disappointment 
the Nation cannot fund the 
original requests made by the 
LLCs.    

ONCA 18-62 passed with 
the same 8-1 vote count.

• ONCA 18-73 (White-
horn) is a $150,000 ap-
propriation to Osage 
LLC as a capital contri-
bution.

Congresswoman Brandy 
Lemon said her first session 
was full of fun and hard mo-
ments, including hard busi-
ness decisions that must be 
made by elected officials. Lem-
on said of the compromises: 
“We all came together, and it 
wasn’t easy, and we came to-
gether to be able to support 
all three of the requests … We 
want to give a fair shot to ev-
eryone … that’s what we did.”

Stabler noted she is sup-
porting the LLC appropriation 
after looking at the operations 
and noted the prior manage-
ment officials are no longer 
there who were in place during 
the losses. She also said ONES 
and Osage LLC are at critical 
moments in need of funds and 
“we are making the best deci-
sions we can make to move our 
Nation forward with this eco-
nomic development.”

Whitehorn said the Con-
gress has reexamined the 
LLCs with the newer informa-
tion coming from reports and 
said she is supporting the new 
LLC appropriation. “This is 
our turn right now as a Con-
gress and as a Nation to get 
(diversifying) economic devel-
opment right.”

ONCA 18-73 passed with 
the same 8-1 vote count.

Congress passes several 
appropriation bills for FY 
2019 operations and grants
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation Congress is approving appropri-
ation bills as the Tzi-Zho Session stretches through Septem-
ber after consideration.

As of Sept. 21, the following appropriation bills have re-
ceived approval votes:

• ONCA 18-34 (sponsored by Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards) is a $25,000 appropriation to replenish the 
Nation’s Regional Gathering Fund, which provides 
available funding to Osage organizations who apply for 
the funding to offset regional gathering event costs.

• ONCA 18-43 (sponsored by Congresswoman 
Maria Whitehorn) is a $1.7 million appropriation 
for the Nation’s Office of the Attorney General 
for its operations in the 2019 fiscal year.

• ONCA 18-44 (Whitehorn) is a $551,737 
appropriation bill for the Nation’s Judicial Branch 
operations in FY 2019. The budget includes 
$66,408 in federal grant funding and $485,329 
in tribal funding from the general Treasury. 

• ONCA 18-46 (Whitehorn) is a $240,041 appropriation 
to the Osage Minerals Council for its occupancy and 
indirect costs for its office space at the Chambers 
building on the ON government campus.

• ONCA 18-47 (Whitehorn) is a $483,962 appropriation 
bill for the Osage Press to fund the Osage News and 
its Editorial Board for its FY 2019 operations. In the 
bill, the newspaper’s 2019 operations budget totals 
$467,002 and the Editorial Board’s budget is $16,960.

• ONCA 18-50 (Edwards) is a $50,000 appropriation 
bill of federal grant funding that is awarded 
to the ON Attorney General’s Office. 

• ONCA 18-51 (Whitehorn) is a $370,483 appropriation 
bill to award FY 2019 “merit pay to eligible Osage 
Nation merited employees” to carry out the purpose 
of the Nation’s Workforce Pay for Performance Act. 
Whitehorn said this bill contains the funding for merit 
pay for government employees in all three branches “for 
use by the Treasurer when (Human Resources) finishes 
evaluations” of all employees eligible for merit pay.

• ONCA 18-54 (Edwards) is an $850,000 appropriation 
to pay expenses to accounting firm Baker Tilly 
and the debts identified by it as incurred on behalf 
of Osage LLC, its subsidiaries and Tallgrass 
Economic Development LLC. According to the 
bill, the $850,000 appropriation will come from 
the Retained Revenue Fund and will go toward 
Baker Tilly’s services in assessing the Nation’s 
LLC entities. The Nation engaged Baker Tilly’s 
services after passing a resolution to appoint 
an agent to examine the LLCs during the June 
special session of the Fifth ON Congress.

•  ONCA 18-56 (Congressional Speaker RJ Walker) is 
a $176,650 appropriation of federal grant funding 
awarded to the Osage Minerals Council from the 
Department of Interior’s Division of Energy and 
Mineral Development grant. According to the bill, 
the money will go toward “performing an oil and gas 
economic feasibility study to assess the potential 
benefits of the geologic characterization of the Minerals 
Estate, to gather and analyze oil and gas data on 
the Osage Nation Reservation to help the Nation 
manage their oil and gas resources, promote leasing 
and maximize their revenues for future production.”

• ONCA 18-66 (Edwards) is to appropriate $47,122 
in federal grant funding to the Judicial Branch, 
which comes from the Bureau of Indian Affairs - 
Office of Tribal Justice for Tribal Justice Support.

• ONCA 18-67 (Edwards) is to appropriate $49,750 
in separate federal grant funding to the Judicial 
Branch from the BIA’s Office of Tribal Justice. The 
grant funding in this appropriation bill will go toward 
funding a part-time courtroom bailiff and a new 
courtroom recording system, according to the bill.

The Congress will continue considering legislation on Day 
19 of the Tzi-Zho Session starting at 10 a.m. Tuesday Sept. 
25. For more information on sessions, filed legislation and 
Congressional committee meetings, visit the Legislative 
Branch website at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/
legislative-branch.

September Osage Minerals
Council lease sale underwhelms 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

At the beginning of the 
Osage Minerals Council’s 
Sept. 26 lease sale, auctioneer 
Galen Crum jokingly remind-
ed attendees not to raise their 
own bids when trying to win  
a lease.  

“Every once in a while, 
we’ll get someone who’ll try to 
raise their own bid,” he said 
to laughs. “I’ll try to help you 
out … but like Everett (Waller) 
said, we can’t stop you from 
bidding if you want to bid.” 

It wound up being a moot 
point, as 29 of the 41 leases 
went unsold that morning. 

With about 20 shareholders 
and producers sitting quietly 

in the Minerals Council cham-
bers, Crum tried to engage the 
crowd and encourage bidding. 

“This would be a lot more 
fun if you all started bidding 
really fast against each other,” 
he said with a smile after sev-
eral leases lapsed without any-
one making an offer. 

Despite Crum’s exhorta-
tions, that fast and furious 
bidding did not happen. Only 
one lease generated more than 
one bid – an oil-only lease that 
ultimately sold for $9,500 to 
CEP Mid-Continent. 

Of the 32 nominated oil and 
gas combination leases, only 
three were sold for a combined 
480 acres. Each went for the 
minimum price of $4,700, or 
an average of $29.37 per acre. 

All seven oil only leases sold, 
totaling 1,120 acres. Six of the 
seven sold for the minimum 
asking price of $3,600, putting 
the average at $27.77 per acre. 

 
The sale’s lone gas-only 160 

tract sold for $3,400. 
After the sale, Second 

Chairman Andrew Yates con-
firmed that several of the un-
sold tracts were carryovers 
from the council’s previous 
lease sale. 

The next lease sale is sched-
uled for Dec. 12 at 10 a.m. at 
Osage Casino Tulsa as part of 
the annual Oil and Gas Sum-
mit. Tracts may be nominated 
through Oct. 31 and the sale 
bulletin is scheduled for publi-
cation on Nov. 21.

Osage Congress approves $500,000
for burial assistance fund in FY 2018
Benny Polacca
Osage News

For the 2019 fiscal year, the 
Sixth Osage Nation Congress 
appropriated $500,000 to the 
burial assistance fund, which 
provides monetary assistance 
to Osage families who apply 
for the benefit to cover a loved 
one’s funeral expenses.

On Sept. 14, the Congress 
unanimously voted 12-0 to 
approve bill ONCA 18-35 
(sponsored by Congresswom-
an Shannon Edwards), which 
replenishes the non-revolving 
burial assistance fund with 
$500,000 in tribal money for 
the new fiscal year starting 
Oct. 1. This year’s budgeted 
amount is a $50,000 increase 
in burial assistance funding 
approved for FY 2018. 

“This is a fund that hous-
es monies available to Osage 
families in their time of grief 
to help them provide a final 
resting place for their loved 

ones,” Edwards said before 
the vote. “It’s available to all 
Osage families, approximate-
ly 100 per year utilize the 
fund. This amount is sufficient 
based on historic numbers to 
satisfy those requests for this  
fiscal year.”

The Nation’s burial as-
sistance applications are 
administered through the 
Constituent Services Office. 
The application covers up to 
$5,000 for burial and funer-
al expenses when applica-
tions are submitted within 
60 days of the Osage loved 
one’s death, according to the  
application policy. 

The deceased individuals 
must be enrolled through the 
ON Membership Department 
at the time of death to be eligi-
ble for the assistance.

Burial assistance is second 
of the “Big three” services ap-
proved by the Congress for FY 
2019. The Congress approved 
$8.1 million to replenish the 

higher education scholarship 
fund on Sept. 11 and appro-
priated $9.75 million for the 
health benefit fund. 

For more information on 
the Congressional session, 
committee meetings and filed 
legislation, visit the Legisla-
tive Branch website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-
are/legislative-branch     

For more information on the 
burial assistance service, con-
tact the Constituent Services 
Office at (918) 287-5662 or vis-
it the office website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-
we-do/constituent-services 
for copies of the application  
and policy.
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On Sept. 22, the Osage 

Nation hosted the 2018 5k 

Buffalo Run in Osage Hills 

State Park with about 50 

individuals participating 

from various age ranges. 

All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Forty-nine participants line up for the 2018 Osage Nation 5k Buffalo Run on Sept. 22 at Osage Hills State Park.

Dana Bear and John Horsechief run toward the finish line during the Osage Nation’s 5k Buf-
falo Run held Sept. 22 in Osage Hills State Park.

Runners of all ages line up for the Osage Nation’s 2018 5k Buffalo Run on Sept. 22 at Osage 
Hills State Park.

Participants run or jog along the Osage Hills State Park road during the 2018 Osage Nation 
5k Buffalo Run.

Melyssa Hight and Teresa Hight review their race results after participating in the Osage 
Nation 5k Buffalo Run held Sept. 22 in Osage Hills State Park.

2018 5k Buffalo Run
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Cowboys and Indians
Ruby Hansen Murray
Culture Columnist

C. Marie Furman, a talented poet 
and educator at the University of 
Idaho, invited me to join her on a 
panel called “Rewriting Cowboys and 
Indians: Decolonizing Mythologies of 
the West,” at the Montana Book Fes-
tival in late September. Lately I have 
been writing stories loosely based on 
my uncle and his son, who liked to 
show off his roping into his seventies, 
but the term “Cowboys and Indians” 
suggests mid-century TV Westerns 
like The Lone Ranger and Tonto and 
children playing with cap guns. 

I live along the Columbia River in 
a rural area where people still make 
their living logging and some still 
fish commercially for salmon here 
and in Alaska. My husband’s parents 
were Norwegians. My brother-in-law 
married into a family that emigrated 
from Finland. My in-laws are Scan-
dinavian blonds – except for three-
year-old Randy with his red hair. 
Quintessentially American in a way 
I’m not. 

One of the ways we spend time to-
gether is watching The Lone Ranger. 
The kids, ranging from three to 12, 
each bring a favorite blanket or af-
ghan and settle into a beanbag chair 
on the floor in the den under their fa-
ther’s elk and deer trophies. Emme-
line settles her doll Savannah under 
the covers with her. Jess makes pop-
corn, and we watch as many episodes 
as the adults can withstand. 

Everyone knows the opening: the 
horns from the William Tell Over-
ture bound along and a white stal-
lion with a flowing long tail rears 
up and carries the Lone Ranger  
galloping away.  

It’s an early 1950s-era series based 
on a radio program from 1938. It is 
so corny it’s camp. We comment on 
the choreographed fights, sometimes 
making comic book sound effects. 
Clayton Moore, as the masked man, 
wears form-fitting gabardine trou-
sers. In an episode we watched re-
cently, the Lone Ranger leapt off a 
boulder into a fistfight with the arc of 
a swan dive. 

It’s no secret that the show is prob-
lematic. Tonto means fool in Spanish. 
Most of the characters in the TV Old 
West are white men. Tonto is usual-
ly the only Native, which based on 
the racist tropes at work, is proba-
bly a good thing. The Lone Ranger 
is always planning to meet Tonto 

at the line shack at the silver mine. 
Whenever Tonto goes into town to get 
help, he usually runs into dismissive, 
insulting comments. He’s called In-
jun. I wince during these exchanges, 
talking back to the television. 

But until now, I’ve enjoyed watch-
ing it. Jay Silverheels lights up the 
screen whenever he’s on. He keeps 
the Lone Ranger functioning. The 
last time we were together, Ran-
dy went to sleep in his orange camo 
pajamas before the show began. In 
this episode, a cowboy was recruited 
to impersonate a magnate from the 
East. The characters were preparing 
to rob a stage and minor key music 
began to play.

“There’s the bad music,” five-year-
old Emmeline said, picking up the 
carefully crafted soundtrack. Then, 
in the same observing way, she said, 
“Indians are bad.”

“No, Tonto’s a good guy,” her moth-
er said.

“But the rest are bad?” Emme-
line asked. I was the only Indian 
in the room, and I could feel her  
dad listening. 

“No, the Indians aren’t bad,” her 
mom said. 

“We’re just like everybody else,”  
I said. 

I thought about how impres-
sionable children are and how im-
portant conversations like this are. 
My enjoyment of black and white 
1950s television isn’t worth re-in-
scribing racist attitudes. Now, I’m 
looking for non-racist children’s 
shows and giving respect to parents 
who are constantly monitoring and 
helping their children sort through 
the messages the world is beaming 
toward them. 

Ruby Hansen Murray

ClareMOre 
–from Page 10

Dance Maker Academy
hosting Oct. 13 fundraiser for 
2018 Nutcracker performances
Osage News

Osage-owned Dance Maker Acad-
emy is hosting its annual fundraiser 
“En Pointe – Western Style” on Satur-
day, Oct. 13, at the Osage County Fair-
grounds Agriculture Building south of 
Pawhuska.

The dance and ballet school is hold-
ing the “En Pointe” dinner and dance 
event with proceeds to fund production 
costs for the 2018 performances of The 
Nutcracker Ballet scheduled Dec. 8-9. 
This will be the second year the acade-
my will perform The Nutcracker Ballet 
with its youth students.

The “En Pointe” event includes a 
barbecue dinner at 6 p.m., silent/ live 
auction starting at 7 p.m. Dancing will 

follow the auction with country music 
performed by Mark Chamberlain and 
the Whiskey Poet Society.

Tickets are $35 per person and are 
on sale in Pawhuska at Sisters Attic, 
The Buckin’ Flamingo and the Dance 
Maker Academy.  

This will be the second year the 
academy will perform The Nutcracker 
Ballet with its youth students. Audi-
tions for Nutcracker roles were held 
in August and this year’s performance 
will have the addition of the “Waltz of 
the Snowflakes” scene, according to the 
academy website.

For more information on the fund-
raiser or academy, contact Dance Mak-
er Academy at (918) 704-4668 or visit 
its website at: www.dancemaker.net.

then that man’s life should be reckoned 
a success. Claremore deserves his place 
in the royal hall of Indian leadership.’”

Chief Claremore II is tied to one of 
the bloodiest massacres in Osage his-
tory. In 1817, Claremore and all the 
able-bodied men of the village went on 
a hunt, they left only a few Osage war-
riors to guard the village while they 
were gone. A band of Cherokees raided 
the village and killed the warriors, the 
elders, the women and enslaved the 
children. The Osage were not allowed 
to retaliate by the U.S. government. 

He was buried on top of Claremore 
Mound, which is located just outside 
the city of Claremore. His grave was 
later desecrated by thieves. 

The Fifth Osage Nation Congress 
funded the statue with a $100,000 ap-
propriation (ONCR 17-11), sponsored 
by Congressman John Maker. 

Free Jr. is the owner of The Bronze 
Horse, a bronze sculpting business that 
was started in 1981 by his father, John 
Dale Free. Free Jr. is also the artist be-
hind the 9-foot-statue of Chief James 
Bigheart that stands in front of the 
Osage Nation Law Building on Grand-
view Avenue in Pawhuska.
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WahzhazheOCTOBER
October 13

En Pointe 
Dance Maker Academy 
Annual Fundraiser
Ag building, Osage 
County Fairgrounds
Barbeque Dinner at 6 p.m.
Silent/Live Auction at 7 
p.m. Dancing to follow.
Information: (918) 
607-3044

October 13
Maria Tallchief National 
Native American Hall 
of Fame Induction
Phoenix Indian 
Memorial Hall
6 p.m.

October 20-21
WahZhaZhe Cultural 
Encampment
Bluestem Ranch
Pawhuska, OK

October 26
2018 F. Browning 
Pipestem Benefit 
Golf Scramble
WestWood Park 
Golf Course

Norman, OK

October 26
Osage Book Club
Osage Law Building
1071 Grandview 
Lane, Pawhuska
Lunch is provided

NOVEMBER
November 3

United Osages of Southern 
California Fall Gathering
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Carlsbad Senior Center, 
799 Pine Ave.
For more information, 
email socal.osages@
gmail.com

November 4
Northern California 
Osage Meeting
Nelson’s Grove, 15285 
County Road 99E, 
Woodland, CA 95695
For more information, 
email osages@northern-
californiaosage.org

November 12 
Veteran’s Day –  
Observed Holiday 

Offices Closed 

November 12
Osage Veterans’ 
Memorial Dedication

November 22 – 23 
Thanksgiving Holiday– 
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed 

DECEMBER
December 24 – 25 

Christmas Holiday – 
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed 

December 31 
New Year’s Eve –  
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed

––––––––––––––––––
Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov, or fax to (918) 287-5563. 
Make sure to include event date, 
location, email and web address 
(if applicable) and a phone num-
ber where someone can be con-
tacted for validation, if necessary. 
Deadline for the November issue 
is October 18, 2018.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Indian Corn Bread
• 6 ears of green corn (roasting ears)
• 1 tsp. salt
• 4 tbsp bacon fryings

Grate the corn from cob, using coarse grater. Add salt and half 
of bacon grease, mix well. Pour into pan, greased with remaining 
fryings and bake for 25 minutes in hot oven.

Sausage Corn Bread
• 4 cups corn meal
• 2 tsp salt
• ½ cup flour
• 4 tsp baking powder

Enough warm water or milk to make a thick batter. If using 
sour milk, add 1 teaspoon soda. 

Mix all ingredients together and pour one-half mixture in 
greased bread pan. Take 1 ½ lbs well-seasoned pork sausage 
and pat out in large thin layer to fit on corn meal mixture. Place 
remaining corn meal mixture on top of sausage and bake in mod-
erate oven until brown.

Recipes taken from cookbook, “Authenticated American Indian 
Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

Congratulations!
Kelsey Myers of Sperry won Grand Champion Market Hog 

with her Crossbred gilt at Rogers County Fair on Sept. 14. She 
also won Reserve Breed with her Hampshire gilt. She is member 
of the Sequoyah 4H and attends Sperry Middle School. Kelsey 
is the daughter of Billy and Becky (Summers) Myers and the 
granddaughter of James and Debbi Summers, all of Sperry. 
Kelsey is the third great-granddaughter of original allottee Jo-
sephine Lane Bratton Nix.

Jennifer Nicole Brumley earns CFE credential
Osage News

The Association of Certi-
fied Fraud Examiners award-
ed Jennifer Brumley their 
Certified Fraud Examiner 
credential – a credit to her 
10-year career as the Regula-
tory Compliance Audit Man-
ager for the Osage Nation  
Gaming Commission. 

ACFE is the world’s largest 
anti-fraud organization and 
leading provider of anti-fraud 
training and education, ac-
cording to a prepared release. 
Brumley met a stringent set of 
criteria and passed a rigorous 
exam to receive the credential.

“Ms. Brumley has success-
fully met the ACFE’s charac-
ter, experience and education 
requirements for the CFE cre-
dential, and has demonstrated 
knowledge in four areas criti-
cal to the fight against fraud: 
Fraudulent Financial Trans-
actions, Fraud Prevention and 

Deterrence, Legal Elements of 
Fraud and Fraud Investiga-
tion,” according to the release. 

She is a graduate of Western 
Kentucky University with a 
bachelor’s degree in Sociology; 
she also minored in Psycholo-
gy and Criminology. Her past 
employment includes being a 
chapter consultant with Sigma 
Kappa National Headquarters 
in Indianapolis, and an Inter-
national Expense Report Au-
ditor for American Standard/
Trane in Nashville, Tenn. She 
is also a former assistant to the 

Speaker of the Osage Nation 
Congress. She is a member of 
the Grayhorse District and is 
also of Delaware descent. 

Her parents are Bill and 
Kelley Brumley of Ralston, 
and David and Jeanie Harman 
of Franklin. She is the oldest of 
five children. Paternal grand-
parents are the late John 
and Clara Belle Brumley and 
Wilma Harman of Blackwell, 
and the late Lyman F. Har-
man. Jennifer’s great-grand-
parents are the late Mary 
Newalla McClure and Charles 
Peck and great-great-grand-
parents are the late Newalla 
(Tsa-shin-kah) and Agnes Big  
Elk Newalla.

Maternal grandparents are 
Bob and Wilma Schwenker of 
Hominy, and Norma Surprise 
of Fairfax, and the late David 
Surprise. Her great-grandpar-
ents are the late Robert Clar-
ence Schwenker and Grace 
Dallas Schwenker. Other late 
Delaware relatives are James 
Milton Dallas, Rosa Secondine 
Dallas, Fillmore Secondine, 
and Rachel Logan Secondine.

Jennifer Brumley

Immersion School parents and staff select Sports Logo winner
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Sixteen-year-old Mia Jones 
is a young artist to watch. She 
is the unanimous winner of the 
Osage Language Immersion 
School’s Sports Logo Contest.

Her pencil drawing of an 
eagle, with a fierce look in his 
eye, against a background of 
ribbonwork, Osage symbols, 
and the Osage orthography 
won the vote of the school’s 
parents and staff. Nine en-
tries were submitted for the 
contest, eight were from local 
artists and one entry was from 
an Osage in Texas. The or-
thography on her design spells 
out “Our School” and “Eagle.” 
For her efforts, she won $500 

and her design will be featured 
on the Immersion School’s uni-
forms for cross country and 
basketball for years to come.

“I’d like to thank Mia Jones 
for her contribution to the Im-
mersion School’s sports teams. 
I taught Mia Osage I at the 
Pawhuska High School a cou-
ple years back and I can re-
member a drawing that she did 
of a buffalo on a grassy hillside 
with an orange and red sun-
set nestling behind the hori-
zon,” said Immersion School 
Headmaster David Webb. “I 
remember thinking that Mia 
had a special talent and that 
I’d one day see her art prom-
inently displayed throughout 
the Nation. Well, in just two 
short years, Mia has created 
Immersion’s sports logo that 
will be seen by many. I have no 
doubt that this is just the be-
ginning and we’ll all see much 
more from Mia in the not too 
distant future.”

Mia, who is a Junior at 
Pawhuska High School, creat-
ed the logo in a day.

“My inspiration ... I thought 
about my E.Ko, and my aunt 
Gina. I also spent the summer 
with my uncle Dante, and he 
gave me a lot of inspiration,” 
she said.

Her E.Ko, Osage for grand-
mother, is the late Mary Big-
horse who passed away in 
December of last year. Big-

horse was a cultural elder and 
was known for her singing, 
knowledge, ribbonwork, and 
beadwork. Her aunt Gina is 
the late renowned artist Gina 
Gray, whose artwork is in mu-
seums and collections across 
the world. Her uncle Dante 
is Gray’s son, artist Dante 
Biss-Grayson, who lives in 
Farmington, N.M., and has a 
bustling art career of his own. 
His paintings are featured in 
the new Osage Casino & Hotel 
in Tulsa.

She said another teacher of 
hers has been her aunt Ad-
die Roanhorse, who is Gray’s 
daughter and the head graphic 
designer for the Nation. Roan-
horse has a successful art ca-
reer as well.

Once Mia’s design was se-
lected as the winner by par-

ents and staff, Roanhorse 
digitized the design and pre-
sented it to school leadership 
in seven color variations, 
using the school’s colors of 
Turquoise, Gold, and Black. 
School leadership agreed that 
all the color variations will be 
kept and used at a future time 
for t-shirts and other school 
apparel and merchandise.

The Immersion School re-
ceived a $5,500 sponsorship 
from Osage Casinos at the 
beginning of the school year 
for the logo contest and its  
sports teams.

On the morning of Sept. 4, 
Mia and her parents, Shan-

non and Jacque Jones, entered 
the Immersion School so Mia 
could accept her prize. Mia’s 
little sister Kynlie, who at-
tends the second grade at the 
school, excitedly hugged her 
big sister. The first and sec-
ond-grade students posed for 
a photo with Mia; they will be 
the first students of the school 
to wear her design.

Mia said that after she fin-
ishes high school she plans to 
attend the Institute of Amer-
ican Indian Arts in Santa Fe, 
N.M. Her preferred medium of 
art is painting, and she is hon-
ored to have been selected the 
winner of the logo contest.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Language Immersion 
School Headmaster David Webb 
and Mia Jones on Sept. 4. 

Courtesy Photo

Sixteen-year-old Mia Jones de-
signed the winning sports logo for 
the Osage Language Immersion 
School Eagles.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Sixteen-year-old Mia Jones with the first and second grade of the Osage 
Language Immersion School. 
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Classifieds

Daniel Roy Grimm
Daniel Roy Grimm died Sat-

urday, September 15, 2018, 
at the Fairfax Manor Nursing 
Home where he was a resident. 
He was 64 years old.

Daniel was born on March 
22, 1954, in Fairfax, Okla., 
the son of Roy and Faysemma 
(Daniels) Grimm.  

“Danny” as he was known to 
friends and family, attended 
schools at Fairfax and gradu-
ated with the Red Devil Class 
of 1972. Following graduation, 
he worked in the oil fields of 
Texas for years. Later, moving 
back to Oklahoma he attend-
ed a Mechanic School in Tulsa 
before going to work in Ponca 
City. Danny was married in 
1986 and divorced in 1988.

Daniel suffered half of his 
life with Multiple Sclerosis 
and never complained of his 
affliction. He was baptized 
when a child in the Big Bend 
and later attended the First 
Christian Church in Fairfax 
where he was a member.

Danny played football in 
high school and was a lifetime 
fan of the sport. He spent his 
childhood going to Vacation 
Bible Schools, swimming the 
Arkansas River, riding horses, 
and living “the cowboy way” as 
well as going on hunting trips 
with his father.

His enjoyments included 
the outdoors, western movies, 
a good horse and saddle, cat-
tle, and attending area rodeos. 

Danny was a very charming 
and witty young man. In his 
earlier days, he and Sister 
Angela would try to outdo one 
another with their jokes to the 
point the rest of the family 
cried from laughter.

He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Faysemma 
Cannon; a half-sister, Angela 
(Grimm) Ireland; and all his 
grandparents.

Left to treasure his mem-
ory are his father, Roy and 
stepmother, Carole Grimm; 
two brothers, Billy Cannon 
and Brad Grimm; two sisters, 
Shanda Hocutt and Hope Can-
non; two stepbrothers, Rick 
and Branden Whannel; nieces, 
nephews and other extended 
family and friends.

Graveside services were 
held Sept. 19, 2018, at the 
Ralston Riverside Cemetery 
with Pastor Dennis Wildman 
officiating. Arrangements 
were under the direction of 
Hunsaker-Wooten Funeral 
Home, Fairfax.  

Online condolences may be 
made at www.hunsakerwoo-
tenfuneralhome.com.

Danny will be missed but 
not forgotten.

Carole Jean Hutchens
Carole Jean Logan Hutch-

ens, 66, passed away from this 
life at her home in Hominy, 
Oklahoma on September 16, 
2018, surrounded by her fam-
ily and dear friends. Carole 

Jean was born on December 
17, 1951 in Hominy, Oklaho-
ma to Leroy and Mary Logan. 
Carole had three siblings; Le-
roy Logan Jr., Jacqueline Bel-
vin and Lavina Parker, whom 
all have preceded her in death. 

Carole is a member of the 
Osage and Omaha tribes. Her 
ancestry of the Osage makes 
her the great-granddaughter 
of Wah-tian-kah, an Osage 
leader. Maternal grandparents 
are Charles Grant and Carrie 
Walker. Paternal grandpar-
ents are Roman Logan and 
Mary Wade. 

Carole Jean received her ed-
ucation in the Hominy schools 
and graduated in 1970. After 
graduation she attended Ok-
mulgee Tech in Okmulgee, 
Oklahoma, as well as Tul-
sa Junior College in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. She worked for 
the Osage Tribe as a Commu-
nity Health Representative 
for several years. Carole Jean 
also worked in the Pawhus-
ka Indian Health Clinic as  
a receptionist. 

In 2010 and 2017, Carole 
was appointed as a Tradition-
al Cultural Advisor on the Ad-
visory Review Board for the 
Osage Nation Historic Pres-
ervation Office. She was very 
proud of this honor. 

Carole Jean had served as 
a cook for several years on 
the Hominy District Ilonshka 
Committee for the following 
Drum Keepers: Louis Dailey, 
Lance Goodfox, Billy Proctor 
and William Shunkamolah. 
She was a member of the Hey-
yah Sisterhood. 

Carole’s favorite past times 
were going to the movies and 
shopping. During her illness 
she dearly missed this. 

She is survived by her son 
Roman Hutchens, daughter 
Alecia Hutchens, both of Ski-
atook, Oklahoma; grandchil-
dren, Easton and Zachary 
Gilliland of Skiatook, Oklaho-
ma along with numerous niec-
es, nephews, and cousins.

Funeral services were Sept. 
20 with an Osage service at the 

Daniel Roy Grimm

Carole Jean Logan Hutchens

OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/op-
portunities/job-listings/applica-
tion-form. Applicants are welcome 
to attach a resume and/or cover 
letter in addition. Please note 
that all applicants tentatively se-
lected for employment with the 
Osage Nation will be required to 
submit to a urinalysis to screen 
for illegal drug use. Employment 
will be contingent upon drug 
test results. OSAGE / VETER-
AN / INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verification 
of preference must be included 
with application. For questions 
please contact Taryn Crawford, 
Osage Nation Employee Recruit-
ment Specialist at (918) 287-5445 
or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

STEAM Resource Specialist – 
Hominy Bachelor’s degree in ed-
ucation, (STEAM fields), science, 
technology, engineering, art, and 
math or closely related field is re-
quired; Master’s degree preferred. 
At least three (3) to five (5) years 
of experience with education pro-
grams preferred. Regular full 
time. Salary: $56,600 - $97,500 

Museum Director – Pawhus-
ka Bachelor’s Degree in Art, Art 
History, Museum Studies, An-
thropology, or closely related field 
required. At least 5 years working 
experience in related field. Must 
have some knowledge in Osage 
history, culture and artifacts. 
Must have at least 2 years super-
visory experience of at least five 
employees. Regular full time. Sal-
ary: $48,360 - $72,450 

Optometry Technician – 
Pawhuska  High School Diploma 
or GED is required; Associate’s 
Degree or Certified Optometry 
Technician preferred. At least 1 to 
2 years’ experience in optometrist 
office setting preferred. Knowl-
edge of HIPPA and Privacy Act. 
Knowledge of frame sizes and 
material, lens materials and char-
acteristics, bifocal types and char-
acteristics in order to select the 
best frame and lenses of optimum 
vision for each patient. Regular 
full time. Salary: $17.58 - $26.37/
hr. 

Osage Nation Education De-

partment Internship Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed 
to provide Osage students with 
work experience in their chosen 
field of study. The program is de-
signed to serve enrolled members 
of the Osage Nation with a min-
imum of 61+ hours completed in 
an accredited college or university 
degree program. Regular tempo-
rary full fime.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To ap-
ply for a position with Osage 
Casino go to www.osagecasi-
nos.com/careers

Maintenance Technician – 
Sand Springs Must be a min-
imum of 18 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED Equiva-
lent required. Six months of pre-
vious work experience required. 
Regular full time. 

Surveillance Officer – Skia-
took Must be at least 18 years of 
age. High School Diploma or GED. 
Requires ability to use Microsoft 
Office Suite programs, data en-
try, and the internet. Regular full 
time. 

Surveillance Officer – Sand 
Springs Must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma or 
GED. Requires ability to use Mic-
rosoft Office Suite programs, data 
entry, and the internet. Regular 
full time. 

Count Team Attendant – Tul-
sa Must be 18 years of age or old-
er. High School Diploma or GED 
equivalent required. 6 months 
previous work experience re-
quired. Regular full time. 

Cage Supervisor – Ponca City 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Bachelor’s degree in Business Ad-
ministration, Finance, Account-
ing, Hospitality or Gaming plus 
3 months of department-specif-
ic experience to include experi-
ence in banking; or Associate’s 
degree in Business Administra-
tion, Marketing, Hospitality, Fi-
nance, Accounting, or Gaming, 
plus 6 months or more of depart-
ment-specific work experience to 
include experience banking: or 
High School Diploma/GED and 
one (1) year of department-specific 
experience to include experience 
in banking.Regular full time. 

Guest Service Representative 

– Skiatook Must be at least 18 
years of age. Six months of pre-
vious work experience required. 
Regular full time. 

C-Store Supervisor – Ponca 
City Must be 18 years of age or 
older. High School Diploma or 
GED. Regular full time. 

Restaurant Server – Stone 
Creek – Tulsa Individual must 
be at least 18 yeas of age. Regular 
full time. 

Restaurant Server – Thunder 
Bar & Grill – Tulsa Individual 
must be at least 18 years of age. 
Must be able to fit a size 12 or 
smaller for women’s attire. Must 
be able to fit a size 36 waist for 
men’s attire. Regular full time. 

Banquet Captain – Tulsa Must 
be a minimum of 21 years of age. 
High School Diploma or GED 
Equivalent required. Two years’ 
experience in banquet serving or 
high volume restaurant food serv-
ing. Previous experience in set-
ting up and operating audio 
visual equipment required. 
Regular full time. 

Restaurant Server – PT – Pon-
ca City Individual must be at 
least 18 yeas of age. Regular part 
time. 

Short Order Cook – Bartles-
ville Must be a minimum of 18 
years of age. Six (6) months of pre-
vious work experience in the food 
industry. Regular full time. 

Sous Chef – Tulsa Must be 21 
years of age. Associates Degree 
in Culinary Arts or related field 
with a minimum of two years of 
culinary cooking experience or six 
years culinary cooking experience 
in a multiple food venue environ-
ment with one year in a superviso-
ry capacity. Regular full time. 

Electronic Gaming Technician 
II – Tulsa High School Diploma/
GED and three (3) years of casino 
gaming industry experience. Two 
(2) years electronic gaming ma-
chine technician work experience 
required. Regular full time. 

EVS Attendant – Tulsa Must be 
a minimum of 18 years of age. Six 
months of previous work experi-
ence required. Regular full time. 

Maintenance Technician – 
Tulsa Must be a minimum of 18 

years of age. High School Diploma 
or GED equivalent required. Six 
months of previous work experi-
ence required. Regular full time. 

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs 
Must be a minimum of 18 years of 
age. Six months of previous work 
experience required. Regular full 
time. 

Dishwasher – Skiatook Must be 
18 years of age. Regular full time. 

Count Team Attendant – Bar-
tlesville Must be 18 years of age 
or older. 6 months previous work 
experience required.  Regular full 
time. 

Front Desk Agent – Ponca 
City Must be 18 years of older. 
One year experience in customer 
service and cash handling, hotel 
experience preferred. Regular full 
time. 

Restaurant Host – Hostess – 
Tulsa Must be a minimum of 18 
years of age. Six months of pre-
vious work experience required. 
Regular full time.

Table Games Dealer PT – Tul-
sa Must be a minimum of 18 years 
of age. Six months of previous 
work experience required. Regu-
lar part time. 

Retail Supervisor – Tulsa Must 
be at least 18 years of age. 3 years 
of retail experience required.  Reg-
ular full time. 

Busser – Tulsa Must be a mini-
mum of 18 years of age. Regular 
full time. 

Food and Beverage Super-
visor – Bartlesville Must be a 
minimum of 18 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED equiv-
alent required. One year of food 
and beverage experience. Regular 
full time. 

Cocktail Server – Tulsa Must 
be 18 years of age or older. Must 
be able to fit a size 10 or smaller 
for women’s attire. Must be able to 
fit a size 36 waist for men’s attire. 
Regular full time. 

Table Games Dealer – Tulsa 
Must be a minimum of 18 years of 
age. Six months of previous work 
experience required. Regular full 
time. 

Line Cook – Tulsa Must be a 
minimum of 18 years of age. Two 

years of line or prep cook experi-
ence in high volume fast paced 
restaurant required. Understand 
general culinary knowledge.  Reg-
ular full time. 

Bartender PT – Tulsa or GE 
Must be 21 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED. Regular 
part time. 

Bartender – Tulsa Must be 21 
years of age. High School Di-
ploma or GED.Regular full 
time. 

Table Games Supervisor – Bar-
tlesville Must be a minimum of 
18 years of age. Six months of pre-
vious work experience required. 
Regular full time. 

Buffet Attendant – Bartlesville 
6 months of previous work experi-
ence. Regular full time. 

Casino Services Agent – Ca-
sino Cage – Tulsa Must be 18 
years of age or older. Prior cash 
handling experience required. 
Previous direct customer service 
experience required Regular full 
time. 

Short Order Cook – Tulsa Must 
be a minimum of 18 years of age. 
Six (6) months of previous work 
experience in the food industry.
Regular full time. 

IT Analyst – Tulsa Must be 21 
years of age. Associates Degree in 
MIS, IT, or related field. One year 
of Desktop support computer ex-
perience. Or equivalent combina-
tion of education, experience and 
taining. Regular full time. 

Food and Beverage Supervisor 
– Tulsa Must be a minimum of 18 
years of age. High School Diploma 
or GED equivalent required. One 
year of food and beverage experi-
ence.  Regular full time. 

Security Officer – Tulsa Indi-
vidual must be at least 18 years 
of age. 6 months of previous work 
experience. Regular full time. 

Short Order Cook – Skiatook 
Must be a minimum of 18 years 
of age. Six (6) months of previous 
work experience in the food indus-
try. Regular full time. 

EVS Attendant – Skiatook 
Must be a minimum of 18 years of 
age. Six months of previous work 
experience required. Regular full 
time. 

Hominy Village Chapel and a 
service at the Friends Church 
in Hominy. Interment followed 
at the A.J. Powell Memori-
al Cemetery north of Hom-
iny. Funeral arrangements 
were under the direction of 
Chapel-Black Funeral Home  
in Cleveland.   

Sid Wilson
Sidney Warlick Wilson 

III, 64, of Osage County, was 
killed Aug. 7, 2018.

He was born July 19, 1954, 
in Ponca City Hospital, to Sid-
ney W. Wilson Jr. and Wilma 
Mae Leche Wilson. Sid attend-
ed St. Mary’s Catholic School 
in Ponca City and then schools 
in Norman, Okla.; Omaha, 
Neb.; Fort Hood, Texas; White 
Sands Missile Range, N.M.; 
and Salinas, Calif., before 
graduating from Groveton 
High School in Alexandria, Va.

Sid returned to his home-
town and later settled in 
Osage County; he was a proud 
member of the Osage Nation.

He joined the Ponca City 
Fire Department in 1979, 
which he served faithfully for 
25 years. While he loved his 
work, his true passion was 
being a cowboy – he loved ev-
erything about it. He could 
often be found on horseback, 
riding through the prairies of  
Osage County.

Sid was a kind person, a 
true friend to many. 

His friend Terry Moore said, 
“Sid was a great friend and 
will truly be missed. We all 
have friends that say, ‘If you 
ever need anything, call me.’ 
Sid was the guy I could call 
and he would be there no mat-
ter what it was.”

Another friend, Scott Gar-
rett, said, “Sid was one of the 
most giving and caring peo-
ple I know. He was proud as 
punch of his kids. Can’t think 
of one time I called needing 
help with something that he 
said no, I can’t be there or do 
that. He was a true friend who 
will be dearly missed.”

Sid was preceded in death 
by his parents; grandparents 
Sidney W. Wilson Sr. and 
Florence Dennison Wilson 
and Melburn Leche and Wil-
ma Gean Smith; sister, Cheryl 
Wilson; and uncles Harry Bra-
den and Charles Wilson.

Survivors are his children, 
Sean (Deb) Wilson of Front 
Royal, Va.; Shannon (Bri-
an) Tighe of Spring, Texas; 
Russell Wilson of Fort Riley, 
Kan.; Kaci (T.J.) Haden of 
Latham, Kan. He loved being 
a grandfather to Tyler Rhoads, 
Brennan Tighe, Abby Tighe, 
Shane, Phoenix, Journey, and 
R.J. Wilson, and Tori and 
Trent Haden, who all adored  
their Poppy. 

Other survivors include his 
mother, Rosemary Wilson; sis-
ter, Tracy (Roman) Kalytiak; 
brothers, Kevin (Jennifer) 
Wilson and Matt Wilson; niec-
es and nephews; aunts and 
cousins; and special friends 
and family, Terry Moore, Scott 
Garrett, Flo Drake, Gwen Kin-
caid, Peggy Wilson and Scott 
Westerman.

Services for Sid were held 
Aug. 14 at Trout Funeral 
Home. He was buried in For-
aker Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Working 
Ranch Cowboys Association 
(WRCA) crisis fund, wrca.org/
foundation.

Sid Wilson
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in tribal funding from the gen-
eral Treasury. 

ONCA 18-44 is a $20,000 
overall budget increase from 
FY 2018’s budget at $531,558 
and covers Tribal Court opera-
tions expenses for its adminis-
trative office, Trial Court and 
Supreme Court.

At the start of the Tzi-Zho 
Session on Sept. 4, Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
said the budgets “were devel-
oped in a cooperative process 
between the Congressional 
Appropriations Committee 
and the Executive Branch. 
We have worked with every 
department within the Ex-
ecutive Branch making the 
necessary reductions to stay 
within projected revenue. Our 
total revenue has increased 
this year, but so have our  
projected needs.”

Standing Bear noted three 
areas of increases in the Ex-
ecutive Branch budget, which 
includes the budgets for 
the Nation’s Language Im-
mersion School – Daposka 
Ahnkodapee, the Wah-Zha-
Zhi Early Learning Acade-
my sites, and the culture and  
language departments.

“We have enormous chal-
lenges facing us this year and 
in the future. This continuous 
growth to meet our health and 
education needs must be ad-
dressed,” Standing Bear said in 
his opening session address to  
the Congress.

At session’s end, Congres-

sional Speaker RJ Walker 
acknowledged and praised 
the government officials for 
working in a cooperative pro-
cess to consider and pass the 
legislative budgets before FY  
2019 started.

In his legislative report on 
the Tzi-Zho Session, Walk-
er noted the Congress had 
66 Congressional committee 
meetings (to consider budgets 
and other legislative items); 
44 bills filed and 33 of those 
were voted on; and 10 res-
olutions were filed and all  
received votes.

After the FY 2019 budgets 
were considered and passed, 
Walker reported the Congress 
appropriated $102,849,067.

Walker noted other appro-
priations passed included 
$93,500 for cultural donations; 
$644,551 for the capital as-
set and improvement fund for 
various projects; $1.1 million 
appropriation from the Re-
tained Revenue Fund for the 
Grayhorse Village Community 

Building project; $140,000 for 
arts/ matching grants offered 
by the Osage Nation Founda-
tion; and $100,000 for a Gray-
horse Village lagoon project.

“I just want to say thank 
you to everyone, I’ve enjoyed 
myself. I was talking to some-
one a day or so ago and they 
asked me how things were go-
ing and I said: I think, from 
my perspective, they’ve gone 
pretty well … thanks to the 
staff and the committee chairs 
– this has been the smoothest 
budgeting session I’ve been a 
part of and it wasn’t because of 
me, it was because of the com-
mittee chairs and their work.”

For more information on ON 
Congressional regular or spe-
cial sessions, filed legislation 
and Congressional committee 
meetings, visit the Legisla-
tive Branch website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-
are/legislative-branch.

budget 
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She told the Joplin Globe that designing for The Momen-
tary gave her a chance to acknowledge her ancestral territo-
ry with a visual representation of Osage culture.

The contemporary arts venue will be a 63,000-square-foot 
contemporary arts venue, complete with galleries, studio 
space for artists, a black box theater, kitchen, cafe, rooftop 
bar, indoor and outdoor gathering areas, and outdoor spaces 
for concerts, festivals and community events, according to 
the Joplin Globe.

The Momentary received a $2 million gift from the Walton 
Family Foundation, which will grant free admission to the 
museum once it opens in 2020.

rOanhOrse 
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FIelds 
–from Page 3

textiles in a very small way 
in my clay work, but I’ve been 
wanting to start doing that 
in a larger form, in a larger 
way – combining the making 
of something out of fiber and 
incorporating that in a larger 
way with ceramics.” 

The top bodice of the dress 
is made from white porcelain 
clay, imprinted with Fields’ 
own handmade stamps she 
makes from things that are 
personal and special to her. 
She uses a soft clay to im-

print items such as earrings 
her grandmother gave her 
and other personal items, and 
then uses them to embellish 
her work. They can be seen 
throughout her clay work as 
she creates a language that 
crosses mediums and makes 
her work recognizable. 

“And how I think of that is 
always being able to build a 
language within my work that 
is always indicative of my jour-
ney and the things that are im-
portant to me,” she said. 

For the skirt, she used white 
silk, processed with black and 
red inks. The dress contains 
references to the sky and 
Osage philosophy. 

“The dress represents the 
earth and being grounded. I 
always like to reference that 
Osage viewpoint of the divi-
sions of Earth and Sky, be-
cause it can be interpreted so 
many ways, from a natural 
viewpoint,” she said. “To me 
it’s basic, it’s about balance 
and you can interpret that in 
all kinds of ways – male, fe-
male; good, bad, etc.” 

The black and red inked 
writing is purposefully distort-
ed, to make reference to the 
distorted Osage history that is 
told to the community, which 
isn’t always from a point of 
view that is Osage. She also 
makes reference to women in 
the Osage creation story. 

“I always use clothing for 
inspiration in my clay work. 
I make clay dresses, female 
figures that have dresses on,” 
she said. “I like that idea of 
transformation, especially as 
Osage people when we use our 
traditional clothing, that idea 

of transformation and under-
standing of where you come 
from and who you are, when 
we are able to wear our Indian 
clothes it is very indicative of 
where we come from.” 

Images from Osage ribbon-
work, images from her grand-
mother’s handwriting, were 
transferred to the silk as back-
ground images. She said her 
grandmother kept detailed 
notes every day, sometimes 
on a calendar but mostly in 
stenographer notebooks. “My 
grandmother had really beau-
tiful handwriting,” she said. 
She references it often in her 
work. There are also images 
from the Osage dictionary on 
the skirt. In the pocket of the 
skirt is a white painted elk, 
the central figure of the Osage 
creation story. 

What My Heart Knows
“It was about loss, and peo-

ple going on and basically it 
was just a symbolic of emo-
tions and I began thinking 
about ‘What My Heart Knows.’ 
Using that anatomical heart is 
a metaphor for what I believe 
to be true,” she said. 

The heart is covered in her 
handmade stamps. 

“I just have a need to make 
explorations and ask ques-
tions and I know that part of 
it is kind of questioning who I 
am, and you know, as an artist 
... wanting to know, curiosity. 
And some of those are deep 
questions and some of them 
are not. But you’re searching 
all the time, searching to know 
something. Sometimes I don’t 
know what that is,” she said. “I 
have so many ideas that I can’t 
express them all. I keep a jour-
nal, a sketch book. When I get 
an idea, I put it down in there.” 

She said she always looks 
forward to the SFIM, because 
it is a time to see lifelong 
friends who she wouldn’t see 
otherwise. 

“I always have a good time 
there, I still get the feeling of 
when I get to Santa Fe, it’s a 
very unique place and very dif-
ferent from most places. The 
cultures that are there, the in-
digenous people that are there 
it has a – it’s a special place,” 
she said. “I enjoy that aspect 
of it. I enjoy arriving today 
just as much as I did when I 
arrived as a young person go-
ing to IAIA. I’ve made so many 
friends while I was in school 
and as an artist, and this is 
the only time of the year that 
I get to see them. It’s really an 
amazing experience.” 

She is currently working 
with fellow artists on a book 
about Native American women 
artists, historic to present, that 
will be featured in museums 
around the country, including 
The Philbrook in Tulsa.

“The dress represents the 
earth and being grounded. 
I always like to reference 
that Osage viewpoint of 

the divisions of Earth and 
Sky, because it can be 

interpreted so many ways, 
from a natural viewpoint,” 
she said. “To me it’s basic, 

it’s about balance and 
you can interpret that in 
all kinds of ways – male, 
female; good, bad, etc.”




