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Tribes not
buying in
to potential
Department
of Interior
re-organization
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY — 
A proposed shuffle at the 
Department of Interior 
received a chilly recep-
tion from tribal officials  
at an Aug. 7 consultation 
session.  

For more than three 
hours, a standing room 
only crowd at the Embassy 
Suites picked apart a draft 
version of a reorganization 
plan from the Department 
of Interior that would re-
draw its programs’ region-
al boundaries nationwide.

Drafted in accordance 
with a 2017 executive or-
der from President Donald 
Trump, the proposal calls 
for the Department of In-
terior to be divided into 
13 regions with bound-
aries determined by wa-
tersheds and geographic 
basins rather than state or  
tribal boundaries. 

The new region lines 
would apply to almost 
all agencies under the 
Department of Interior, 
including the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife, 
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At last, the new Osage Casino & Hotel opens in Tulsa
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

TULSA — After almost two 
years, the construction dust 
has finally started to settle at 
Osage Casino Tulsa. 

On Aug. 29, tribal, coun-
ty and municipal officials cut 
the ribbon on a $160 million 
expansion of Osage Casinos’ 
flagship property in north Tul-
sa. Osage Nation members 
were allowed a sneak peek the  
night before. 

The 250,000 square foot casi-
no now features a 141-room ho-
tel tower, a multi-level parking 
garage, a 4,000 square foot on-
site brewery, a 120,000-gallon 
outdoor pool, a 15-person hot 
tub and a new event center.

On top of the new amenities, 
the facility has 1,600 electron-
ic games, and 16 table games. 

“This is a big step forward 
in the Tulsa market,” Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing  
Bear said. 

“This is where we derive 
our revenue. Just about every 
aspect of our government re-
ceives casino money. Indian 
gaming has been nothing but a 
positive for the tribes, for the 
city of Tulsa and for the state 
of Oklahoma.”

Once the outdoor event space 

comes online, the expansion 
will create 400 new jobs, with 
about half at the event center. 
According to officials with the 
Tulsa Regional Chamber, the 
expansion is projected to have 
an economic impact of $32 mil-
lion in wages and salaries. 

In the near future, the ex-
panded gaming floor will also 

include a new addition to the 
Oklahoma gaming landscape. 

As part of a one-day special 
session on Aug. 24, the Osage 
Nation Congress approved 
amendments to the tribe’s 
gaming compact that would al-
low for ball and dice games at 
Osage Casinos.

Earlier this year, Oklahoma 

lawmakers approved a bill al-
lowing for ball and dice games 
at tribal casinos as part of a 
$450 million revenue package 
to fund pay raises for public 
school teachers.

As of publication, 13 Okla-
homa tribes have already 
received federal approval to 
their gaming compacts to add 

ball and dice games to their 
casinos, including the Chero-
kee Nation, Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation, Choctaw Nation, Cit-
izen Potawatomi Nation and  
Kaw Nation. 

With craps and roulette al-
ready offered across town at 
RiverSpirit and Hard Rock, 
Osage Casinos CEO Byron Big-
horse said plans are in place 
to add ball and dice games to 
Osage Casino Tulsa in approx-
imately 90 days, pending ap-
proval by both the state and 
the federal government of the 
gaming compact amendments.

“It will probably just be in 
Tulsa,” he said. “We’re going to 
try one roulette table and one 
craps table for starters but will 
need to do some more cost-ben-
efit analysis to see if it’s good 
for us.”

“We want to offer the same 
games, so we don’t feel like 
we’re at a competitive disad-
vantage with the Cherokees 
and Creeks.”

Additional expansion of the 
property is also on the horizon. 
Bighorse said a plan has been 
submitted to the Osage Con-
gress for consideration during 
the upcoming Tzi-Zho session 
that includes an additional 

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn, members of the Sixth 
Osage Nation Congress, Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum, the ON Gaming Enterprise Board and Osage Casino officials 
pose for a photo in the hotel lobby of the new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa on Aug. 29. 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

More than 400 people attended the Honoring Osage Full Bloods event on Aug. 4 at Wakon Iron Hall in Pawhuska.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage artist Michael Lynn was 
commissioned to do a sculpture 
of famed Osage Prima Ballerina 
Maria Tallchief for the Fairfax Com-
munity Foundation in July. The 
finished sculpture can be seen in 
front of the historic Tall Chief The-
atre in downtown Fairfax.

Osage chainsaw 
artist sculpts 
Maria Tallchief 
for Fairfax
Community 
Foundation
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

FAIRFAX, Okla. – To see 
the finished sculpture of famed 
Osage Prima Ballerina Maria 
Tallchief standing in front of 
the Tall Chief Theatre, one 
takes in the intricate detail 
put into the sculpture and the 
beauty of the wood that carves 
out her face. 

Community comes out to honor 
the Nation’s remaining Full Bloods 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Tommy Daniels, William 
Samuel Fletcher, Mongrain 
“Mogri” Lookout, Yvonne 
Lookout Wilson, Elda June 
“Kimmie” Morrell McNiel, 
Eddy Red Eagle Jr., former 
Principal Chief John Red 
Eagle, and Minerals Council-
man Myron Red Eagle, were 
honored for being the last liv-
ing full blood Osages. 

Each individual has con-
tributed greatly to the Osage 
Nation, either through cul-
ture, community outreach or 
government. 

The event, which was orga-
nized, hosted, and supported 
completely by volunteers and 
donations, was held at Wakon 
Iron Hall on Aug. 4. And, like 
most events held at Wakon 
Iron Hall through the years, 
it was a dinner. A full Osage 
feast prepared by 19 cooks 
that fed more than 400 people. 

Osage singers sang two 

honor songs for the honorees, 
children sang a song in Osage. 
Language Director Vann Big-
horse said the prayer for the 
meal, and Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth 
Council representatives, 
Osage Nation Princess Lain-
ie Maker and Noah Shadlow, 
expressed their appreciation, 
both in Osage and English.

The event’s main orga-
nizer, Mary Mashunkashey, 
thanked everyone for being 
there and expressed her ap-
preciation for everyone’s sup-
port for the event. She called 
upon Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear to present 
Pendleton blankets to the hon-
orees, a plaque and other gifts. 

“I, like many, are fortu-
nate to know you and when 
we want to know something, 
we still come to you,” Stand-
ing Bear said to the honorees. 
“We need you here for a long 
time. You have become pre-
cious to us.”

He said there was a time 
that Osage customs were well 
known by everyone and that 
the individuals being honored 

that day have played a part in 
carrying on Osage traditions.  

Gwynn Pahsetopah sang, 
“Amazing Grace,” and af-
terward Mashunkashey 
dismissed everyone so they 
could visit and take photos 
with the honorees. Osage art-
ist and photographer, Ryan 
RedCorn, took portraits and 
Kilan Jacobs of the Nation’s 
Historic Preservation Office 
interviewed the honorees for 
the ONHPO. 

Mashunkashey posted her 
gratitude to the community 
on her Facebook page:

“Today was indescribable 
the outpouring of love and re-
spect close to 400 Osage’s and 
close friends came to honor 
our Last Living Fullbloods. 
After months of hard work 
and organizing this amazing 
event it came together per-
fectly, I want to thank all of 
you who donated, volunteered 
spoke kind words of encour-
agement and hugs. I want to 
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Osage-style Corn Drying
All photos by Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

On the morning of Aug. 27, Assistant Princi-
pal Chief Raymond Red Corn showed the staff 
of the WahZhaZhe Cultural Center the meth-
od for drying corn for Osage dishes and soups, 
commonly eaten at the annual In-Lon-Schka 
dances. The method was taught to him by his 
mother Waltena, who learned from his aunt 
Mary McFall, a full blood Osage. The corn was 
picked at Bird Creek Farms at 6 a.m., shucked, 

silked and sorted according to its maturity. The 
corn was then par-boiled for four minutes over 
a fire. The corn was dried and cooled on corn 
husks and then, using old steel spoons, the corn 
was taken off the cob and then laid out in the 
sun to dry. The dried corn will be cooked at this 
year’s WahZhaZhe Cultural Encampment Oct. 
20-21 on the Bluestem Ranch.

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Osage Language Instructor Donna Bar-
rone laughs as the participants admire her beautiful jewelry as 
she shucks corn at Bird Creek Farms.

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn, WahZhaZhe Cul-
tural Center Director Addie Hudgins and WCC employee John 
HorseChief spread the corn on a sheet to dry in the sun at Bird 
Creek Farms on Aug. 27.

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn surveys the corn 
before beginning the second batch.

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn places freshly 
shucked and silked corn into boiling water at Bird Creek Farms.

Corn is removed from using old steel spoons, in preparation for 
drying.

Corn is spread across the sheet for even drying.

The corn is placed on a sheet for drying in the sun.

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn shows how to take 
the corn off using a spoon.

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn shows the differ-
ence in the maturity of the corn grown on Bird Creek Farms.

BELOW: WahZhaZhe Cultural Center Director Addie Hudgins 
carries a sheet full of corn they took straight off the cob for dry-
ing in the sun.

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn and WahZhaZhe Cultural Center Director Addie Hudgins shuck 
corn on Aug. 27 at Bird Creek Farms.

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn holds up the tool his mother 
used to take corn out of boiling water in a kettle when they dried corn in 
his youth.

LEFT: Assistant Principal Chief Ray-
mond Red Corn removes corn from 
the boiling water onto corn husks.

RIGHT: Water boils over a fire as 
corn is being shucked and silked at 
Bird Creek Farms.
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Osage-owned manufacturing business growing at a rapid rate
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News 

TULSA — An Osage-owned 
business is turning heads as 
the fastest growing manufac-
turer in the United States. 

Launched just weeks before 
the start of the energy industry 
bust in 2014, west Tulsa-based 
Big Elk Energy Systems LLC 
was founded by Pawhuska na-
tive Geoff Hager.

Employing almost 100 peo-
ple, Big Elk focuses on draft-
ing, engineering, systems 
design, piping layout and 
electrical and control systems. 
The company generated $20.6 
million in revenue last year 
and is on pace to surpass that 
figure this year by more than  
$10 million.   

Having grown by 3,152 
percent, Big Elk was ranked 
123rd on the recently released 
Inc. 5000 fastest growing 
companies list, making it the 
highest ranked manufactur-
ing company and the high-
est ranked Oklahoma-based 
business. Twenty-three other 
Oklahoma businesses were on 
the list, including 11 from the 
Tulsa area. 

“If you think about where 
we are standing now, just a 

few years ago, this was an 
abandoned facility that was 
shut down and the power cut 
off,” Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum 
said while standing near Big 
Elk’s shop floor in west Tulsa. 
“That is a strong testament 
to the team that founded the 
company and the work ethic of 
everyone working here today.”

According to data from the 
Tulsa Regional Chamber, 
manufacturing accounts for 60 
percent of Tulsa’s job growth 
since 2016 and 11 percent of 
the Tulsa metropolitan area’s 
gross domestic product. 

The firm is named for 
Opahtunkah, the 19th centu-
ry Claremore Band chief and 
Hager’s maternal great-great-
great-grandfather. Hager said 
he got the idea to name the 
company for his ancestor while 
his family was together to 
mourn the death of his mater-
nal grandmother, Cora Jean 
Big Elk Jech.  

“At her funeral, I heard 
a name that I hadn’t heard 
much since I was a child,” he 
said. “Honestly, I felt some-
thing on the inside as I was 
around my Osage family and 

heard this name a few times. 
It really felt like God spoke to 
me on the inside that … was 
it, a way to pay homage to that 
tremendous heritage. 

“Even though the name is 
gone as a last name that peo-
ple carry on, this was my way 
to make that name relevant 
again.”  

Accolades in hand, the 
company is eyeing addition-
al growth. Currently, most of 
its business is along the Gulf 
of Mexico and the northeast-

ern United States. However, 
Hager said talks are under-
way that if successful, would 
secure energy infrastructure 
projects for the company in  
Latin America. 

“This would be 100 percent 
new business, not just for Tul-
sa or Oklahoma, but for the 
country as well,” Hager said. 
“And it’s massive. The first 
project we’re pursuing would 
be nearly 2.5 times our entire 
revenue amount for 2017.”

Courtesy Photo/Jesse Boudiette

From left: Geoff Hager and wife Annie, mother Alma and father James 
Hager. Tulsa-based Big Elk Energy Systems is the fastest growing manu-
facturing business in the United States.

Courtesy Photo/Jesse Boudiette

Geoff Hager, owner of Big Elk Energy Systems LLC, is a Pawhuska native 
and Osage tribal member. Tulsa-based Big Elk Energy Systems is the fast-
est growing manufacturing business in the United States.

William Oldfield appointed Osage 
Nation Trial Court Chief Judge
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Ponca City attorney William 
Ladd Oldfield is now appointed 
to serve as Osage Nation Trial 
Court Chief Judge and will be 
subject to confirmation consid-
eration during the 2018 Con-
gressional Tzi-Zho Session.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear appointed Old-
field to the Chief Judge post 
after his July 14 inauguration 
for his second term. The 2006 
Osage Constitution states the 
Principal Chief shall appoint 
the Trial Court Chief Judge, 
by and with the advice and 
consent of the Osage Nation 
Congress. After serving an ini-
tial four-year term, the Chief 
Judge will be subject to a re-
tention vote by Osage voters 
and at the expiration of each 
four-year term thereafter. 

Oldfield succeeds former 
Trial Court Chief Judge Mar-
vin Stepson who stepped down 
when his term ended with this 
year’s inauguration of Osage 
officials elected and re-elected 
in the June 4 general election.

According to the Osage Con-
stitution, the Trial Court is 
established to have original 
jurisdiction – not otherwise 
reserved to the ON Supreme 
Court – over all cases and 
controversies arising under 
the Constitution, laws and 
customs and traditions of the 
Nation. Also, per the Consti-
tution: “Any member of the 

Osage Nation, duly licensed 
to practice law for no less than 
five years, is eligible for the of-
fice of Chief Judge.”

Oldfield took his oath 
on Aug. 14 at the ON Tri-
al Courthouse in Pawhuska 
with ON Trial Court Asso-
ciate Judge Lisa Otipoby- 
Herbert presiding.

According to his resume, 
Oldfield graduated from the 
University of Oklahoma with 
his Juris Doctorate in 2005 
and holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in mechanical engi-
neering from Oklahoma State 
University. Oldfield is current-
ly an associate attorney and 
partner with the Northcutt 
Law Firm in Ponca City where 
he’s worked since 2011 and 
is also a member of the ON  
Bar Association.

“I have been a licensed at-
torney in good standing since 
September of 2005,” Oldfield 
stated in his resume. “During 
that time, I have worked in 
the areas of plaintiff and de-
fense litigation as both an as-
sociate attorney and partner. 
I am licensed to practice in all 
Oklahoma state courts, as well 
as the United States District 
Courts for the Western, North-
ern and Eastern Districts  
of Oklahoma.”

According to the Northcutt 
Law Firm website, Oldfield 
has served as president of the 
Kay County Bar Association 
and his practice areas include 
civil litigation, family law and 
oil and gas law. “Throughout 
my practice, I have been in-
volved in courtroom litigation, 
representing both corporate 
and individual clients in the 
following areas: insurance de-
fense, class action litigation, 
oil and gas litigation, pro-
bate, estate planning, family 
law, child support, contracts, 
personal injury, adoptions, 
criminal defense, real estate, 
consumer advocacy, partition, 
condemnation and more,” he 
wrote in his resume.

Oldfield previously served as 
counsel for Kaw Nation Child 
Support Services and has prac-
ticed in the Kaw, Ponca, Iowa, 
Tonkawa and Otoe-Missouria 
tribal courts during that time, 
according to his resume.

The Sixth ON Congress 
meets for its first Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion starting Sept. 4, which 
lasts 24 days. During that 
session, the Congress will con-
sider for confirmation Oldfield 
and several individuals ap-
pointed by Standing Bear to 
other government posts and 
boards and commissions.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

William Oldfield is sworn in to serve as the Osage Nation Trial Court Chief 
Judge on Aug. 10 at the tribal courthouse in Pawhuska.

Michael Kidder elected 
chairman of ON
Gaming Commission
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Michael Kidder is now 
chairman of the Osage 
Nation Gaming Commis-
sion Board after Marsha 
Harlan resigned the posi-
tion to serve on the Osage  
Minerals Council.

Harlan’s final meeting as 
Gaming Commission chair-
woman was July 2 before her 
resignation took effect. That 
was the also same day Har-
lan and the seven other Min-
erals Council members took 
their oaths of office ahead of 
the formal July 14 inaugu-
ral ceremony with the other 
Osage government officials 
elected or reelected in the 
June 4 elections.

During the July 2 Gaming 
Commission board meeting, 
the three commissioners – 
Harlan, Kidder and Larraine 
Wilcox – voted unanimously 
to elect Kidder as commis-
sion chairman. Kidder is 
also among several individ-
uals reappointed or appoint-
ed to serve on the Nation’s 
boards and commissions  
this summer.

Kidder and the other re-
cent appointees made by 
Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear will be up for 
confirmation consideration 
when the Sixth ON Congress 

meets for its first Tzi-Zho 
Session starting Sept. 4.

According to the ON Ex-
ecutive Branch, Election 
Board alternate member 
Gary Weyl will fill the Gam-
ing Commission board va-
cancy and he has submitted 
his resignation of that alter-
nate board position.

Kidder’s first Gaming 
Commission meeting as 
chairman was Aug. 8 and 
Wilcox was elected vice chair 
at the meeting.

“My thoughts are nothing 
is going to change – different 
chairperson – but as far as 
what we do as a commission, 
we will stay the same, still 
regulate the same,” Kidder 
said. “We’re going to contin-
ue to oversee and make sure 
we stay on track.”

According to Osage law 
on the Gaming Commission, 
the Principal Chief nomi-
nates three Osages to serve 
as commissioners and those 
individuals are subject to 
confirmation consideration 
by the Congress for three-
year terms from the dates  
of confirmation.

For more information on 
the Congressional session 
and filed legislative items, 
visit the Legislative Branch 
website at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-
we-are/congress-legisla-
tive-branch/legislation.

Courtesy Photo

Michael Kidder is now chairman of the Osage Nation Gaming Com-
mission Board.
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Osage Casino invites Osage citizens 
to preview Tulsa casino and hotel
Benny Polacca
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. – One by one, 
Osages and their guests ar-
rived here at the new flagship 
Osage Casino Hotel on Aug. 28 
to preview and experience the 
Osage Nation’s newest gaming 
venue hours before it opened 
to the public the next day.

Once inside, the hundreds 
of patrons socialized and gam-
bled on the various games 
offered on the ground-level 
gaming floor. On the lower 

level, patrons enjoyed catered 
food and soft drinks served 
in the banquet and meeting 
rooms and walked outside to 
view the pool and spa in front 
of the 141-room hotel tower.

Osage Casino management 
hosted the three-hour preview 
event, which was later extend-
ed by one hour, to Osages who 
came from both Osage County 
and afar to view the new casi-
no and hotel amenities.

At the front doors, Christy 
Red Eagle, casino marketing 
staffer, greeted people as they 

started arriving at 6 p.m. She 
shook hands and hugged those 
she knew and told everyone 
“Welcome to our casino!”

Casino and Osage Nation 
government officials offered 
congratulatory remarks on 
the completion of the Tulsa 
Osage Casino & Hotel at the 
event. Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said he was 
proud to be a part of a collabo-
rative effort with other entities 
to bring the project to reality 
starting in 2016. He acknowl-
edged the other entities includ-
ing his office, the ON Congress 
and casino management who 
worked on the financial and 
planning front, so project con-
struction would start.

“You’re standing today at a 
pinnacle of a historic moment 
for the Osage tribe. As mem-
bers of the Osage Nation, you 
get to be the first to explore this 
$160 million hotel and casino,” 
said Osage Casino CEO Byron 
Bighorse. “Through revenues 
generated from this gaming 
and entertainment complex, 
we can help fund health care, 
education and cultural initia-
tives in our community that 
would otherwise not be possi-
ble. One of the primary goals 
for Osage Casinos is to also 
create jobs.

Bighorse said the new Tulsa 
casino is going to generate $32 
million in salaries and wages 
to the region with approxi-
mately 200 employee positions 
at the property. 

“This is a big step forward 
in our growth, it strengthens 
our ability to be a stronger Na-
tion and more self-sufficient,” 
Standing Bear said. “I thank 
everyone that came today and 
supported the efforts of our 
Nation. We are looking for-
ward to welcoming our patrons 
to an enjoyable gaming expe-
rience and congratulations to 
everyone.”

The casino and hotel prop-
erty include about 1,600 elec-
tronic games, 16 table games, 
a gift shop, three-level park-
ing garage, 16,000 square-foot 
banquet and meeting space 
and four eatery and bever-
age entities that includes the 
Nine Band Brewing Company 
Brewery. The hotel includes 
seven suites and four hospital-
ity suites, a fitness tcenter and 
a pool with a spa, outdoor bar, 
fire pit and six cabanas. 

Gaming Enterprise Board 
Chairman Mark Simms said 
he is “really excited to see 
this come together. The gam-
ing board and the casino staff 
have worked hard, hours put 
into this … I remember when 
a long time ago when we just 
started with Bingo and look 
where we came now.”

Attendees also socialized 
and enjoyed drinks at the 
Nine Band Brewing Co. Brew-
ery, which features a bar and 
20-barrel brewhouse to make 
beer in-house. Osage Casino 
partnered with Allen, Tex-
as-based Nine Band Brewing 
Co. to bring the brewery to the 
casino. Bighorse said pursuing 
the brewery is part of efforts to 
attract a younger demographic 
to the casino which enjoys mi-
crobrew beer.

Ryan Smart, a brewmaster 
hired by Osage Casino, who 
also worked at Nine Band 
Brewing Co., said the Tulsa 
brewery will be able to brew 
four types of beers at one time, 
noting different beer types 
take different time lengths for 
production. For example, ales 
take 3-5 days to produce and 
lagers take about six weeks, 
he said.

Construction is still ongoing 
on a new 15,000 square-foot 
event center to host concerts 
and special events on the north 
side of the casino. Simms said 
he hopes the same collabo-
rative efforts will be used to 
pursue the next phase of the 
project to add a second wing of 
hotel rooms “because I think 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation tribal members got an exclusive peek of the new Osage 
Casino & Hotel before it opened to the public on Aug. 28.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa features 1,600 electronic 
gaming machines and 16 table games.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osages and invited guests enjoy fellowship and food served in the ban-
quet/ conference area of the new Osage Casino & Hotel during the Aug. 
28 preview of the property

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation members, friends and family attended a preview of the 
new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa on Aug. 28.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa features 1,600 electronic 
gaming machines and 16 table games.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation members, friends and family attended a preview of the 
new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa on Aug. 28.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation members, friends and family attended a preview of the 
new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa on Aug. 28.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation members, friends and family received free portraits at the 
preview of the new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa on Aug. 28.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation members, friends and family attended a preview of the 
new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa on Aug. 28.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Ryan Smart, Brewmaster for Nine Band Brewing Co., gives a tour of the 
brewery at the new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa on Aug. 28.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation members, friends and family attended a preview of the 
new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa on Aug. 28.



Osage News • osagenews.org September 2018 5

National Park Service and 
the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. 

The Bureau of Indian 
Education, which has a re-
gional office in Oklahoma 
City, is the lone exemption. 

For the BIA, that would 
mean having a single re-
gional office to cover all 
of Oklahoma and Tex-
as instead of one each in 
Muskogee and Anadarko, 
a prospect derided by mul-
tiple tribal leaders.

“Anadarko, as it is, does 
not address my tribe’s 
needs,” Sac and Fox Prin-
cipal Chief Kay Rhoads 
said. “I’m not sure how 
adding more tribes to the 
mix will fix that.

“I don’t see how the 
tribes fit in here. And 
what do we do after Trump 
leaves office? Go back to 
the way it was before?” 

Also drawing fire from 
tribal leaders were provi-
sions in the plan for a sin-
gle regional director over 
all the Interior agencies 
in an area. That person 
would serve for two years 
and report to the Deputy 
Secretary of the Interior. 

The plan does not speci-
fy exactly who the regional 
directors would be or what 
the qualifications are, 
but officials with the De-
partment of Interior said 
that the idea garnering 
the most support among 
current employees is to 
have the existing regional 
directors within Interior 
departments each take on 
those additional duties for 
two years along with their 
pre-existing obligations. 

“That’s a nice concept, 
but that’s not how real 
life works,” Osage Miner-
als Council Chairwoman 
Marsha Harlan said. “If 
someone from the Bureau 
of Land Management is 
the regional director, that 
would definitely impact us 
a lot more than if it was 
someone from the BIA.

“How is this going to help 
us? How is this not extra 
bureaucracy? I could see 
how it might make it easier 
for you all, but not for us.” 

As one of two entities 
under the Department of 
the Interior that specifical-
ly deals with people rath-
er than animals, land or 
natural resources, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of In-
dian Affairs John Tahsu-
da repeated several times 
that the BIA could poten-
tially be exempted from 
the reorganization if there 
is not enough buy-in in  
Indian Country. 

“Tribes have the oppor-
tunity to say they don’t 
want the BIA to be part 
of this reorganization,” he 
said. “No other agency gets 
that. However, if the an-
swer is no, we’ll have to fig-
ure out how the BIA will be 
able to effectively operate 
with the other programs  
at Interior.” 

For most tribal leaders 
at the session though, the 
reassurances did not allay 
their concerns, as none of-
fered unequivocal support 
for the proposal. Some, 
including the represen-
tatives from the Pawnee 
Nation, said they had not 
officially decided thanks 
to the lack of specifics  
made available. 

“If this came to our 
tribe as a business plan, 
we would set it aside due 
to the lack of details,” 
Pawnee Nation President 
Bruce Pratt said. “If the 
tribes don’t buy in, then 
it should stop. Period. 
You said if we don’t want 
it, you won’t implement 
it. Well, you’re speak-
ing like it is already a  
done deal.” 

Additional consulta-
tions are still scheduled 
for later this month in 
Rapid City, South Dakota 
and Seattle. All written 
comments on the proposal 
must be submitted to the 
Department of Interior by  
Aug. 31.

BIa 
–from Page 1

tOur 
–from Page 4

casInO 
–from Page 1

125-room hotel tower, a spa, an extra restaurant and a national-
ly branded steakhouse. 

Even without the proposed additions, all the new features un-
veiled at the north Tulsa facility left at least one member of the 
gaming leadership team in awe. 

“I’ve looked at the plans. I saw the pictures. But everything 
didn’t look like this. It didn’t do it justice,” Osage Nation Gaming 
Enterprise Board Chairman Mark Simms said. 

“I am so proud I could cry.”

All Photos Above Courtesy Photos/Paul Tutty

Drone footage of the Aug. 29 Opening Day of the new Osage Casino & 
Hotel in north Tulsa. Traffic was backed up to the L.L. Tisdale Parkway.

Courtesy Photo/Paul Tutty

Drone footage of the Aug. 29 Opening Day of the new Osage Casino & 
Hotel in north Tulsa. Traffic was backed up to the L.L. Tisdale Parkway.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

The ribbon is cut and the new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa if offi-
cially open for business on Aug. 29. 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Casino staffers including Christy Red Eagle greet Osages and 
guests at the preview opening of the new Tulsa Osage Casino & Hotel on 
Aug. 28.

we’re going to be overbooked when we open our event center, it’s 
going to be really awesome.” 

Osage citizen Louis Gray was among those who previewed the 
casino, which he said “felt like Las Vegas,” adding he is excited 
to see what the new casino brings to the Nation for growth and 
providing for the people.

Avis Ballard also said she is excited for the casino to open, 
adding: “I really enjoyed the preview event. The staff did an 
outstanding job with the food and gifts. I was impressed by the 
hotel rooms and pool. Everyone loved the Osage Casino logo in 
the pool, the décor and artwork are so nice. I love that Osage 
artwork is featured throughout the hotel – It looks like a resort! 
I think that the opening of this new large casino really puts the 
Osage Nation on the map in terms of being an entertainment 
destination in Tulsa.”

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

ABOVE: Ryan Smart, Brewmaster for Nine Band Brewing Co., gives a tour 
of the brewery at the new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa on Aug. 28.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

RIGHT: The new Osage Casino & Hotel in north Tulsa has its own brewing 
company called, Nine Band Brewing Co. Brewery.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The pool at the new Osage Casino 
& Hotel in north Tulsa features a 
Poolside Bar and private cabanas 
for guests.
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Capitol Building may not be
permanent home for Osage Congress
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Members of the Osage Con-
gressional Affairs Committee 
agreed that the Capitol Build-
ing should be used for eco-
nomic development and not a 
permanent home for the Osage 
Nation Congress.

“As we all know, there are 
economic development oppor-
tunities with this facility. As 
long as we’re here there’s noth-
ing being accomplished in that 
area, and I think there are 
some ideas that are floating 
around,” said Second Speaker 
Joe Tillman in a Aug. 21 con-
gressional affairs committee 
meeting. “So, I think it’s a mes-
sage to the Osage people that 
we’re thinking about doing 
something here, other than a 
temporary place for Congress, 
or having office spaces for the 
ones that are upstairs.”

The Capitol Building is lo-
cated across the street from 
the wildly successful Pioneer 
Woman Mercantile, owned by 
Food Network star Ree Drum-
mond. The Mercantile brings 
in thousands of people from 
across the country through-
out the year and on the cam-
paign trail, Osage candidates 
brought up the need for the Na-
tion to capitalize on the traffic 
coming through Pawhuska. 

Currently, the 12-member 
Congress and their staff oc-
cupy the ground floor of the 
Capitol Building and their 
staff uses office space in the 
adjacent building.  The Nation 
purchased what used to be the 
First National Bank building 
in 2016. Two Osage Nation de-
partments also make their of-
fices in building on the second 
and third floor, along with two 
other business entities. The 
fourth floor is empty.

Congressman Archie Mason, 
who has served on Congress 
since 2006, said he would like 
for the Congress to be “on the 
hill” with the rest of the Na-
tion’s departments and the Ex-
ecutive Branch. He referenced 
the Campus Master Plan and 
the Nation’s 25-year Strate-
gic Plan, which both call for a 
new building for the Congress. 
Currently, the Nation has only 
completed Phase 1 of the mas-
ter plan, which is the comple-
tion of the Welcome Center 
and the Law Building. 

Mason said that he is now 
a great-grandparent and an 
elder and he doesn’t want to 
wait much longer.

“I hit that great-grandpar-
ent and that elder side, get 
stickers for parking that say 
I’m an elder and I get to think-
ing, you know, I may not make 

it to Phase 3,” he said. “So, I’m 
kind of anxious to get to Phase 
2 ... so we can get us a building 
built so I can appreciate it af-
ter all these years, and if not 
me, then the Congress people 
after me.”

Assistant Principal Chief 
Raymond Red Corn asked the 
committee if they had funds 
they could use to start the 
RFP process for architectural 
and engineering studies. Con-
gressional legal counsel, Loyed 
“Trey” Gill, said the Congress 
had approximately $900,000 
they had appropriated for dif-
ferent construction projects to 
improve the Capitol Building, 
including making the fourth 
floor into offices for the Con-
gress. But, that is no longer 
the plan.

Red Corn suggested they 
consult the master plan be-
cause there was a location by 
the Law Building where they 
could tap into the geothermal 
cooling and heating system 
if they wanted to construct a 
new building. 

Tillman asked Red Corn 
about any prospective ideas for 
the Capitol Building after the 
Congress vacates. Red Corn 
told the committee that Okla-
homa State University may be 
interested in the Capitol Build-
ing for a possible restaurant to 
be managed by OSU’s tourism 

and hospitality school, and 
possibly their culinary school. 
He said those discussions are 
still in the early stage. 

“We would like to move out 
of here in a timely manner, 
but we can’t go anywhere un-
til we have construction and 
have a building to move to,”  
Tillman said. 

Red Corn said as soon as the 
money already appropriated 
for building improvements was 
repurposed to fund RFP’s for 
construction and architecture, 
then they could get to work. 
“We’re happy to work with you 
on that,” Red Corn said. 

When Red Corn was asked 
about a possible partnership 
with OSU for a restaurant in 
downtown Pawhuska, he said: 
“We are in talks with a per-
spective tenant and they’re in 
the earliest stages and there’s 
no further comment.”

On Aug. 22, Tillman filed 
two bills to be considered in 
the Tzi-Zho Session, which be-
gan on Sept. 4. He filed ONCA 
18-37 and ONCA 18-38, which 
reassigns two appropriations 
bills that totaled $900,000 to 
make improvements to the 
Legislative Branch offices. 
The bills reassign the money 
for construction and construc-
tion-related costs for a new 
Legislative Branch building.

Courtesy Photo/Congresswoman Angela Pratt

The Osage Nation Capitol Building is located in downtown Pawhuska 
across the street from The Pioneer Woman Mercantile, the restaurant and 
store of Food Network star Ree Drummond.

Osage officials await report on financial
health of Osage and Tallgrass LLCs
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage officials await the fi-
nancial health assessment of 
the Nation’s business arm as 
the firm of Baker Tilly Virchow 
Krause, LLP, finishes their 
initial assessment of Tallgrass 
and Osage LLC.

During the 12th Special Ses-
sion of the Fifth ON Congress 
on June 5, Congress passed a 
resolution to appoint an agent 
to assess the companies and 
their subsidiaries and to ad-
vise a course of action con-
cerning the contracts, grants, 
assets, and liabilities of the 
companies. They did not, how-
ever, vote to fund the agent. In 
a memorandum from ON Trea-
surer Samuel Alexander to the 
Sixth ON Congress, he details 
why the Nation hired the certi-
fied public accounting and con-
sulting firm Baker Tilly. He 
said the firm’s Phase I initial 
evaluation will cost anywhere 
from $100,000 to $125,000.

“Baker Tilly will not exceed 
$125,000 in fees and expens-
es without specific authori-
zation,” Alexander wrote in 
the memo. “The Treasurer 
will obtain from Baker Tilly 
a suitable timeline for these 
services, and cause the en-
gagement letter to be properly 
executed. The Osage Nation 
shall abide by initial Baker 
Tilly invoicing and payment 
conditions to commence the 
engagement.

“Time is of the essence.”
Alexander spoke to the ON 

Congressional Appropriations 
committee on Aug. 8 to answer 
questions about the funding of 
the firm’s evaluation. Chair of 
the committee, Congresswom-
an Maria Whitehorn, said she 
was curious as to where the 
funds would be coming from to 
pay Baker Tilly.

“I think we should be curi-
ous to know, or I am curious 
to know – I realize he’s act-
ing under the law – but I was 

wondering what fund he’s go-
ing to pull funds out of? What 
he thinks are his directives or 
what he should do to try and 
allay an emergency … and 
where those funds will be com-
ing from?”

According to Alexander’s 
memo, the lack of an appro-
priation from the Congress to 
engage and pay an agent to as-
sess the companies constituted 
the emergency.

“The emergency, the mess 
that I saw, is detailed in this 
[memo] and we have an in-
ability to obtain financial 
statements from [Tallgrass 
and Osage LLC]. They had 
cash flow issues and one of 
the indicators … when people 
are reluctant to do financial 
statements, there’s usually a 
reason. And, it wasn’t a very 
good reason,” Alexander said. 
“Along with the chief, we start-
ed asking for audited financial 
statements and we still don’t 
have them from either entity. 
One of the big concerns we had 

was that because of how these 
companies were organized, 
Bluestem Ranch could easi-
ly be drug into this situation. 
They have an excess of $2 mil-
lion in their bank accounts and 
at the time we were afraid of 
that exposure.”

He told the committee that 
Baker Tilly was a “high dollar, 
very professional CPA firm” 
with offices across the country. 
They have an office in Oklaho-
ma City, with principal offices 
in Chicago, “and they’ve been 
working on this pretty hard, 
I’m going to say for the last 
month, month and a half.”

He said he was looking for-
ward to the firm’s report.

“The main question will the 
payment be drawn out of the 
general fund of the Treasury 
to pay Baker Tilly?” White-
horn said. “In my memory, 
we’ve never had an emergency 
action taken by the treasurer. 
Although it’s lawful, it’s set-
ting a precedent.”  

Alexander said the money 

would be coming from pro-
grams with excess money and 
that money would be shifted 
out. Whitehorn asked if the 
committee could expect an 
appropriation request in the 
upcoming Tzi-Zho Session to 
pay Baker Tilly. The session 
begins on Sept. 4.

“It would be much cleaner 
if there was an appropriation 
from Congress,” he said. “I 
don’t mind doing it, but I would 
prefer an appropriation.”

According to the memo, 
the agreement could include 
a Phase II and Phase III that 
would prepare for a plan of ac-
tion for Tallgrass and Osage 
LLCs.

ON Attorney General Hol-
li Wells and Alexander have 
been in contact with Baker 
Tilly since June. On Aug. 23 
the Congressional Commerce 
Committee heard a presenta-
tion on Phase I of the evalua-
tion. The report was discussed 
in executive session. 

National Indian
Education Association 
honors two Osages 
Osage News

The National Indian Ed-
ucation Association award-
ed Paula Martinez and Lee 
Bowman with two national 
awards.

Martinez is the NIEA’s 
2018 Teacher of the Year 
and Bowman received 
NIEA’s 2018 Community 
Service award. 

Martinez teaches First 
Grade at the Osage Nation 
Immersion School and has 
recently helped the Immer-
sion School develop a cross 
country team. She formerly 
worked at Woodland Public 
Schools where she taught 
Health and Physical Education for 27 years. She has taught 
Elementary P.E., has coached junior high and high school 
girls and boys track for 23 years, cross country for 15 years 
and basketball for eight years. 

Martinez is Osage, Creek, Seminole, Pawnee and Rose 
Bud Sioux. She and her husband Ray are the parents of three 
grown children and the grandparents of five grandchildren, 
three of which attend the Osage Language Immersion School. 
She is the daughter of Judy Tiger and the late Jim Tiger.

Bowman is a recent grad-
uate of Woodland High 
School and now attends 
Northern Oklahoma Col-
lege. He was a member of 
the first class of interns for 
the Osage Nation’s Health 
Career Summer Scholarship 
program where he interned 
for four weeks at the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center in 
August of last year.

He is a regular volunteer 
at his church and school, 
he is a natural leader in 
the class and on the athlet-
ic field, he helps his family 
on their ranch, is an older 
brother and is a continuous 
help to family and friends, 
according to Teresa Bledsoe, 
a former teacher.

Osage News File Photo

Paula Martinez is the NIEA’s 2018 
Teacher of the Year.

Osage News File Photo

Lee Bowman received NIEA’s 2018 
Community Service award.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Robynn Rulo helps her brother John Parker get ready for the June 29 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka dances. See more photos on pages 10 and 11.
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Wah-Zha-Zhi Health
Center expected to exceed 
projected revenue this year
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Officials with the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center are 
reporting the clinic is ex-
pected to exceed its project-
ed revenue this year to cover  
operational costs.

On Aug. 22, WHC officials 
met with the Osage Nation 
Congressional Health and So-
cial Services Committee and 
reported on the financial sta-
tus of the clinic, which receives 
Indian Health Service funds 
and also collects third-party 
revenue from billing patients’ 
private health insurance.

Dr. Ron Shaw, CEO for the 
clinic, addressed the Congres-
sional committee along with 
other ON health staff who re-
ported on operations updates, 
budgets and newly awarded 
IHS funding coming to the Na-
tion in September. 

Clark Batson, accountant 
for the WHC, reported as of 
July 31, the clinic’s revenue is 
$3,257,000 for the 2018 fiscal 
year. “We were budgeted to 
get $3,659,900, so through 10 
months we have 89 percent of 
the revenue for the year that 
we needed, so we’re ahead  
of schedule.”

“Our monthly average for 
the year is $325,700, to make 
budget, we needed to average 
$305,000 a month, so we are 
ahead of schedule. If we main-
tain our current pace for the 
next two months, we should 
finish the year at $3.9 million, 
which is about $250,000 more 
than what we have budgeted,” 
Batson said.    

Shaw said the expected ad-
ditional money is “outstand-
ing” considering there was low 
clinic staffing due to turnover 
earlier this year and the clinic 
is currently three-fourths full 
of active staff.

Health-related funding com-
ing to the clinic must be spent 
on health-related expendi-
tures, per Osage law, Shaw re-
iterated in his report. For the 
2019 fiscal year beginning Oct. 
1, the WHC is expected to oper-
ate on its IHS funding and the 
third-party billing from patient 
health insurance carries. A for-
mer ON Congressman, Shaw 
recalled the Congress approv-
ing approximately $260,000 
in tribal funds last year for 
costs to operate the men and 
women’s Primary Residential  
Treatment program. 

In recent news he’s received, 
Shaw told the committee he 
learned the clinic is receiving 
an additional $5 million from 
IHS for the remainder of the 

2018 fiscal year, which ends 
Sept. 30 and that additional 
amount will “also be reoccur-
ring in FY 19 and thereafter. 
It’s funding from the Indian 
Health Care Improvement 
Fund, which is a fund autho-
rized and created by the Indi-
an Health Care Improvement 
Act – the purpose of that fund 
is once a year, they use a devel-
oped formula between tribes 
and IHS to determine the level 
of need funding for any of 260 
sites and this year, 40 sites 
with the lowest level of need 
funding were given additional 
monies to elevate their level of 
need funding.”

According to an Aug. 22 IHS 
report on the improvement 
fund, a total of more than $70 
million is being allocated to 280 
IHS sites nationwide including 
Alaska. Osage Nation will re-
ceive a total of $5,122,280 and 
is one of four IHS clinics in the 
Pawnee Service Unit to receive 
funding.

Shaw likened the clinic 
staff’s reaction to the funding 
news to that of “kids in a can-
dy shop,” but said they under-
stand the need to spend the 
money responsibly to contin-
ue clinic service. He said the 
clinic’s level of funding is “22 
percent of that needed to fund 
100 percent of the health care 
needs that we have, our people 
have endured that for years. 
Right now we’re revising our 
budget for (the remainder of 
2018) and certainly for 19.”

Shaw said the general plans 
for spending the additional $5 
million in FY19 are to “bol-
ster the purchased referred 
care claim fund (formally the 
Contract Health Service) as 
a buffer and attempt to pre-
vent running out of money like 
some tribes do.”

News of the $5 million also 
comes at the same time Shaw 
said the Nation’s health enti-
ties were planning to ask for 
$1 million in tribal funding to 
pay for counseling center and 

men and women’s Primary 
Residential Treatment (PRT) 
program costs. Shaw said: “Be-
tween those three (entities), it 
was right below $1 million, our 
plan is to remove those tribal 
(funding) requests and fund 
them with the $5 million we 
will be receiving in September 
and also for (FY 19).”

Congressman Archie Ma-
son, current chairman of the 
health/ social services commit-
tee, said: “Thank you, sir.” 

The Sixth ON Congress will 
convene for its first 24-day Tzi-
Zho Session starting Sept. 4 
with the priority to consider 
and approve the Nation’s FY 
2019 budgets for the govern-
ment operations.

Shaw added the IHS funds 
are to be used for health-relat-
ed costs and that includes clin-
ic staff and equipment “and if 
we don’t make allowances on 
retaining revenue to pay for (a 
planned new clinic), then we’ll 
have a new building and we’ll 
have to come up with a tribal 
appropriation to equip it and 
fund it. Part of retained reve-
nue I want to keep in the bud-
get and preferably not spend is 
anticipating that need’s going 
to come up.”

Mason said, “I’m blessed 
and privileged and pleased to 
work with such expertise sit-
ting on our health committee 
this year who bring forth a 
lot of answers and explana-
tions for us.” Former clinic 
staffers Paula Stabler (man-
ager) and Brandy Lemon (case 
worker) are now on the health 
and social services committee 
with Mason and fellow Con-
gress members Alice Goodfox, 
Joe Tillman and Speaker RJ 
Walker, who all asked ques-
tions as Shaw and Batson gave  
their reports.   

For more information on the 
ON Congressional committees, 
meetings and sessions, visit 
the Legislative Branch website 
at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch 

Osage News File Photo

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center is located on the Osage campus in 
Pawhuska.

Longtime Osage Nation 
employee honored for her 
work in serving elders
Osage News

A long-time Osage Nation employee is an award recipi-
ent for her work efforts in serving Osage elders each week 
through the Elder Nutrition Department’s meal program.

Roberta “Sue” Slinkard received the n4a Excellence in 
Leadership Award from the National Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging in July during the annual n4a conference, 
according to an ON news release. Slinkard is a 30-plus year 
ON employee who is director of the Elder Nutrition Depart-
ment (also referred to as the Title VI program), which serves 
weekday congregate lunch meals at the Pawhuska and Fair-
fax facilities and delivers the midday meals to Osage and 
Native American elders who are homebound.

“I was awarded the Leadership Award for my years of 
working with the Osage Nation Title VI Program…for my 
years of service to the Osage Elders. I have worked at the 
local, county, and state level to improve the lives of our el-
ders… (And for) being a member of the Oklahoma Indian 
Council on Aging, and the National Association of Area 
Agencies on Aging (n4a),” Slinkard said in the release, add-
ing “I was very honored by this award.”

According to the n4a website: “The n4a Excellence in 
Leadership Awards are given to AAA (Area Agencies on Ag-
ing) and Title VI directors or their affiliates (staff, Board 
or Advisory Council) who have demonstrated exceptional 
leadership capabilities at the local, state or national level 
in advancing the mission of the Older Americans Act and 
preparing communities for our nation’s rapidly aging popu-
lation. Winners are nominated and then selected by a panel 
of their peers.”

On her work at the Nation, Slinkard said in the release: 
“The years that I have worked for Osage Nation Title VI 
have been a blessing for me. The elders are like family and 
I look forward to seeing them and checking on them each 
day.” Slinkard is the granddaughter of Charles L. Labadie 
and the daughter of Blanche “Angie” Labadie Mounts. She 
grew up in rural Osage County and has lived there most 
of her life. She is a member of the First Baptist Church of 
Pawhuska where she started a special needs class and she 
is a longtime volunteer for the Osage County 4-H Program. 

The ON Elder Nutrition Department serves weekday con-
gregate meals to the public at its Pawhuska site located at 
350 Senior Dr. in the Senior Circle housing development 
and at the Nation’s Fairfax family center located at 401 S. 
8th St. The department also delivers the weekday meals to 
homebound Osage and Native American elders in the Na-
tion’s Osage County service area. 

For more information and to view a downloadable copy of 
the monthly meal menus, visit the department’s website at: 
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elder-nutrition 

Osage and Native Americans over age 55 pay a suggested 
donation of $2 per meal. Those under age 55 pay $6 per meal 
at the Pawhuska and Fairfax sites including ON employees 
who do not meet the qualifications to pay the elder meal cost, 
according to the website. The Pawhuska Elder Nutrition site 
can be reached at (918) 287-5454 and the Fairfax site can be 
reached at (918) 287-5248.

Courtesy Photo/National Association of Area Agencies on Aging

Longtime Osage Nation employee, Roberta Sue Slinkard, was hon-
ored for her work in serving elders from the National Association of 
Area Agencies on Aging. 

AG’s office weighs in on conflict of interest question for Councilman Revard
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Owning an oil and gas com-
pany does not automatically 
bar someone from serving on 
the Osage Minerals Coun-
cil, but it does open the door 
for a conflict of interest, as 
per a recent opinion from the 
Osage Nation Office of the  
Attorney General.  

Issued in mid-August, First 
Assistant Attorney Gener-
al Clint Patterson writes in 
opinion ONAG-2018-05, that 
a potential conflict of interest 
does indeed exist if a Minerals 
Council member owns and op-
erates an oil and gas company 
that conducts business within 
the tribe’s mineral estate.

“A reasonable man could 
foresee that the personal eco-
nomic interest of an Osage 
Minerals Council member, 
who is an oil producer, would 
be affected in a different man-
ner than the general public if 
that member is also respon-
sible for approving leases to 

other oil producers,” Patterson 
wrote. “Thus, a conflict of in-
terest exists with that Osage 
Minerals Council member 
approving leases in the same 
business in which the member 
is associated.”

Noting that a conflict of in-
terest can exist without vio-
lating the tribe’s Ethics Law, 

Patterson wrote that rather 
than selling the business or 
resigning from office, such a 
situation could be resolved by 
placing the business in a trust 
or abstaining from sponsoring 
or voting on measures that 
would potentially impact the 
councilor’s personal finances.

The opinion also notes that 

ownership in an oil and gas 
business would not automat-
ically preclude a Minerals 
Council member from voting 
on other issues that fall under 
the council’s purview.  

The opinion does not spe-
cifically name any council 
members. However, Osage 
Minerals Council chairwom-
an Marsha Harlan announced 
in July that she formally re-
quested an opinion from the 
Attorney General’s office in 
reference to Councilman Paul 
Revard and whether he would 
have to recuse himself on oil 
production votes. 

One of five new members 
elected in June, Revard has 
worked in oil and gas explora-
tion for 40 years and owns an 
independent petroleum explo-
ration company based out of 
Tulsa.  While on the campaign 
trail earlier this year, he said 
he would recuse himself from 
any votes that could directly 
impact his business. 

According to minutes pub-
lished on the council’s web-

site as of press time, Revard 
has abstained from two votes 
since taking office: one regard-
ing a lease rate for Marlin Oil 
Company and one to maintain 
the minimum bid rates for the 
council’s upcoming lease sale.  

When reached for comment, 
Revard provided a written 
statement, voicing his sup-
port for Chairwoman Har-
lan’s decision to seek out the 
opinion to avoid any appear-
ance of impropriety or the 
possibility a council action  
being invalidated. 

“All eight of the council 
members swore an oath of of-
fice that included a statement 
that we will ‘always place the 
interest of all Osages above 
any and all special interests,’” 
he said. “I plan to continue 
this oath and should a poten-
tial conflict of interest arise 
due to the fact that I happen to 
be an Osage County producer, 
I would follow the procedures 
the potential conflict at the 
direction of the Osage Nation 
Attorney General.”

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Minerals Councilman Paul Revard shares his thoughts on the cam-
paign trail on April 21 at the United Osages of Southern California spring 
gathering. OMC Chairwoman Marsha Harlan asked the ON Attorney Gen-
eral to weigh in on Revard’s ability to vote on oil production matters.
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OMC members travel to 
Washington to advocate 
for shareholder rights
Osage News

Less than a month after 
being sworn into office, four 
newly elected Osage Miner-
als Council members trav-
eled to Washington, D.C., to 
meet with federal officials 
about the status of the min-
eral estate. 

Council members Marsha 
Harlan, Susan Forman, Paul 
Revard, Margo Gray, and 
their legal counsel met with 
the Solicitor General about 
the Enel Wind case and 
whether the United States 
Supreme Court should con-
sider it. 

“This meeting was an op-
portunity for our legal repre-
sentatives from Fredericks, 
Peebles and Morgan to ex-
plain to the Solicitor and 
other government represen-
tatives why the 10th Cir-
cuit’s ruling should stand,” 
Harlan said in a prepared 
release. “Our attorney, Jef-
frey Rasmussen, fielded 
questions from the Solicitor 
General’s office as well as 
the Department of the Inte-
rior and various other feder-
al agencies”

Representatives from 
Osage Wind, LLC, also met 
with the same federal offi-
cials, Harlan said. In May 
of this year, the Supreme 
Court invited the Solicitor 
General’s Office to file a brief 
in the case expressing the 
United States’ views.

In addition to the meet-
ing regarding the ongoing 
litigation, the four coun-
cil members decided to use 
their time in Washington to 
meet with officials from the 
Office of the Secretary, De-
partment of Interior and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Harlan said.

“We were given the oppor-
tunity to meet with Vincent 
DeVito, Counselor to the 
Secretary for Energy Poli-
cy,” said Councilwoman For-
man in a prepared release. 

“We were able to explain the 
four-year decline in oil and 
gas production on the Osage 
and what we believe to be 
over-zealous regulatory con-
trols.” 

According to Harlan, 
the Office of Energy Policy 
staff were very receptive to 
the council members and 
expressed a willingness 
to assist by ensuring the 
administration’s policy of 
streamlining regulations for 
the improvement of natural 
resource development and 
they would be immediately 
conveyed to the Osage Agen-
cy.

Also, while in Washing-
ton, the council members 
met with the acting director 
of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, Darryl LaCounte, and 
staff to discuss similar is-
sues as well as the need for 
modification of the current 
Code of Federal Regulations 
as it pertains to the Osage 
Minerals Estate, according 
to the release.

“We were fortunate to be 
able to get an appointment 
with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and we wasted no 
time advocating for share-
holders,” said Councilman 
Revard in the release. “Mr. 
LaCounte is familiar with 
the Osage, and his office has 
agreed to help us address all 
these restrictive policies that 
have hindered us during the 
last four years so that we 
can get production up and 
running again.”

According to Councilwom-
an Gray, the Fourth Osage 
Minerals Council has made 
it a priority to get produc-
tion up and to move toward 
development of the Osage 
Mineral Estate. “We are, 
and will continue, fighting 
for our shareholders’ rights. 
We can no longer sit idle and 
hope for change. We have to 
be proactive and make our 
voices heard.”

OMC awards
fourWah-Tiah-Kah 
Scholarships
Osage News

The Osage Minerals Council has chosen four recipients for 
this year’s Wah-Tiah-Kah Scholarship. 

Braden Edwards, Tyler Disidore, Gabriel Pelayo and Lanayah 
Turley, all from Oklahoma, are receiving a scholarship of $1,000 
for the Fall semester to assist them as they pursue their college 
education in an oil and gas related field of study.

The students were selected based upon their completed ap-
plications, letters of recommendation, and personal statements 
stating their educational goals and objectives, according to an 
OMC news release. Each student will be awarded a $1,000 schol-
arship to assist with the Fall semester at the university they will 
be attending. The students may be awarded additional funds for 
each subsequent semester provided they submit a completed  
renewal form.

The Fall 2018 Wah-Tiah-Kah Scholarship recipients are: 

• Braden Edwards of Jenks will be attending the 
University of Tulsa as a Senior. He anticipates 
graduating in 2019 with a degree in Environmental 
Engineering. This is a renewal award for Edwards.

• Tyler Disidore of Stillwater will be attending Oklahoma 
State University as a Freshman. He anticipates graduating 
in 2023 with a degree in Environmental Engineering.

What is Cultural Abuse?
Lori Jump
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

Intimate partner violence, 
in all forms, is destructive 
at its heart. Most people can 
identify the more common 
forms of abuse, which include 
physical, emotional, sexual 
and financial. One of the lesser 
known forms, cultural or spir-
itual abuse, is one of the most 
devastating, yet it is rarely 
spoken of.

For Native peoples, spiritu-
ality is often the core of who 
we are and our way of life. 

Our culture and spirituality 
are intertwined and provide 
the foundation of our lives – 
how we live, our family roles 
and how we interact with 
others, the meaning we find 
in our lives, and our sense of 
wellbeing. To have our spirit 
attacked is as personal as an 
attack can get.

Spiritual abuse can be used 
to control how a person inter-
acts with the world. Some of 
these types of abusive behav-
iors can include when your 
partner:

• Prevents you from 
participating in spiritual 
or cultural traditions

• Forces you to participate 
in practices (not your own)

• Misstates or misuses 
spiritual practices 
against you

• Practices bad medicine 
against you

For our tribal communities, 
spiritual or cultural abuse can 
look like this:

• Telling you that you’re not 
“Native enough,” or if your 
partner is non-Native, 
that you’re “too Indian”

• Uses hurtful stereotypes 
to put you down (“Indians 
are drunks, lazy,” etc.)

• Prevents you from 
participating in 
ceremonies, pow 
wows and feasts

• Uses tribal membership 
against you (“My tribe 
won’t let you…”)

• Tells you that you’re not 
allowed to drum, dance, 

sing, fast or otherwise 
participate in traditions 
because of your gender

Each of these behaviors can 
deeply wound and often iso-
lates you from your communi-
ty. If your partner is behaving 
this way toward you, you may 
feel removed from your family 
and support system. You may 
be embarrassed, not know 
where to turn or who to ask for 
help.

In some cases, you may even 
feel that the abuse is the direct 
result of your culture — that 
you are being abused because 
you are Indigenous. This form 
of abuse is a directly related to 
the root causes of violence in 
our communities: colonization 
and genocide.

If your partner or loved one 
is demonstrating any of these 
behaviors or any type of abuse 
against you, please know that 
you have the inherent right 
to be safe, to lead a life free 
of abuse and to participate in 
your cultural practices and 
traditions.

The StrongHearts Native 
Helpline (1-844-7NATIVE | 
1-844-762-8483) is a cultur-
ally appropriate, confidential 
and anonymous service to 
American Indians and Alaska 

Natives who are experiencing 
abuse or know someone who is 
being impacted by domestic vi-
olence. Advocates are available 
Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. CST and are 
trained with an understanding 
of intimate partner violence, 
including spiritual or cultural 
abuse. Our advocates can pro-
vide support and validation, 
safety planning and access 
to resources in your commu-
nity. For more information,  
visit www.strongheartshelp-
line.org.

When you’re ready to talk, 
we are here.

Editor’s Note: Lori Jump is 
the Assistant Director for the 
StrongHearts Native Helpline, 
a confidential and anonymous 
helpline for Native Americans 
affected by domestic violence. 
If you or a loved one is in an 
abusive relationship, support 
is available at 1-844-7NA-
TIVE (1-844-762-8483), open 
Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. CST. Advo-
cates offer peer-to-peer support 
and referrals to culturally-ap-
propriate resources for domes-
tic violence. After hours calls 
may choose to connect with the 
National Domestic Violence 
Hotline, and all calls remain 
anonymous and confidential.

Courtesy Photo/StrongHearts Native Helpline

A young Native youth grass dances at a powwow. 

Courtesy Photo

Four members of the OMC traveled to Washington, D.C., to speak 
with federal officials. From left: Council members Margo Gray, Su-
san Forman, Chairwoman Marsha Harlan and Paul Revard.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Emergency Management Director Bobby Tallchief leads a training session on Aug. 23 with emer-
gency response entities from Pawhuska and Osage County to discuss responding to emergencies involving 
chlorine spills.

Osage
Language 
Challenge

The Osage News and 
the Language department 
have partnered to bring 
readers the Osage Lan-
guage Challenge. Each 
month the Language De-
partment will provide a 
language-based challenge 
that will encourage our 
readers to download the 
Osage Language App ti-
tled “Wahzhazhe” and use 
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E
lda June Morrell McNiel, or Kimmie as she is called, 
is 84 and lives in Muskogee with her middle son 
James Michael, or “Mike” as the family calls him. 
She has a quick wit and funny sense of humor as she 

explains that he didn’t move in with her to take care of her 
because she’s old, “I’m not old, I’m still very mobile,” she said 
with a laugh. She explains that Mike moved in with his fam-
ily when her husband Calvin passed away on Nov. 4, 2016. 
She said she still has trouble talking about it.

“I know he’s not going to be back, but I keep looking for 
him. I don’t think you ever really just get over it, when you 
lose your mate,” she said. 

She and her husband lived all over the United States as 
they were a military family. He served in the U.S. Army and 
Air Force and retired as a Federal Ranger with the Army 
Corps of Engineers. They settled in Muskogee in 1973 and 
she has lived in the same house for 45 years. Together they 
had three sons, Gene, Mike and Sheldon. They have eight 
grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren.  

She said it’s easy to lose touch with family and home when 
you’re moving about the country, but she said it’s never too 
late to catch up. She was recently honored as one of the last 
remaining full bloods in the Osage Nation. She was born on 
June 1, 1934 in the Hominy Hospital to full bloods Robert 
and Grace Penn Morrell. Her mother Grace died when she 
was just 19 days old. “It’s sad, isn’t it?” she said. She had five 
siblings and two brothers. 

Her maternal grandparents are Albert and Elda Penn. Her 
paternal grandparents are O-Lo-Hah-Moie and Mo-Se-Che-
He. Her paternal great-grandmother is Wah-Hah-Sah-He, 
who was born in 1837. 

Osage News: You were recently honored for being one of 
the last living Osage full bloods. What was that like? 

KM: Not only was it a wonderful honor, but we were mak-
ing history. 

ON: What are your fondest memories of your childhood? 
KM: Going to the movies on Saturday, in the humble seat 

of my friend’s car. 

ON: How much has the world changed since you were 
young?

KM: Very simple: Today it’s fast paced and a very technical 
world.

ON: Who are your heroes?
KM: Service men and their families. They have to sacrifice 

a lot.

ON: What was the happiest moment of your life? 
KM: When our sons grew up and 

went out on their own, and are suc-
cessful.

ON: Who, or what, did you love 
the most?

KM: To be able to use my talent 
(piano) the Lord gave me in church-
es, etc. 

ON: What is your favorite thing 
to do for fun?

KM: I liked to skate at the porta-
ble rinks that came to Hominy.

ON: What was your favorite de-
cade and why? 

KM: Your more mobile and 
healthier decades, but I’m glad I’m 
here now!

ON: What world events had the 
most impact on you?

KM: Wars left an impact: too 
young for WWII but my husband 
was in Korea and my son Gene was 
in Vietnam.

ON: What would you tell your 20-year-old self?
KM: To encourage others as they get older.

ON: What is your motto?
KM: Try not to find fault in people and try to change them. 

ON: What is your greatest regret?
KM: None.

Elders Series

Elda June “Kimmie”
Morrell McNiel

by Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage News

Portrait by Ryan RedCorn

Elda June “Kimmie” Morrell McNiel, one of the last remaining Osage full bloods. 

Courtesy Photo

Elda June “Kimmie” Morrell McNiel in her 
youth.

LEFT: Elda June “Kimmie” Morrell McNiel at 
the full blood honoring at Wakon Iron Hall 
on Aug. 4.

RIGHT: Elda June “Kimmie” Morrell McNiel 
with her husband Calvin.
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Mongrain “Mogri” Lookout carries 
his grandson on his wheelchair, 
leading his family’s procession for 
his grandson’s first time to dance at 
In-Lon-Schka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Town Crier Caesar Williams cries out 
the Osage name of the grandson of 
Mongrain “Mogri” Lookout. Lookout 
carries his grandson on his wheel-
chair, leading his family’s procession 
for his grandson’s first time to dance 
at In-Lon-Schka.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Chris Cheshewalla walks to the 
Pawhuska village arbor for the June 
28 In-Lon-Schka dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Sarah Megan Kelley and Joyce Oberly visit while waiting for the June 30 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka to start.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Men from the district barbecue meat for Committee Dinner on Saturday of 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Amid rain, dancers including Talon 
Satepauhoodle and Richard Chissoe 
walk to the Pawhuska arbor for the 
June 30 In-Lon-Schka dances.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Town Crier Caesar Williams rings the 
warning bell, letting dancers know it’s 
almost time to dance on Thursday of 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage artist Addie Roanhorse and 
her daughter Anya on Thursday of 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka. 

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Women from the Lookout Family pose for a photo on Friday of Pawhuska In-
Lon-Schka.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Britton Red Eagle walks to the 
Pawhuska arbor in the rain with help 
from Jessie Malone Wilson for the 
June 30 In-Lon-Schka dances.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

The Sellers family poses for a photo on Thursday of Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka.

All Photos MORGAN KIDDER/ 
Osage News

BELOW AND DOWN: Pawhuska Head 
Committeeman Eddy Red Eagle Jr.

Ricky Eaves on Friday of Pawhuska 
In-Lon-Schka.

Josie Lookout throws in dumplings 
for Chicken and Dumplings on Sat-
urday of Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka for 
the Committee Dinner.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

BELOW: Dancers from the Bur-
ris family camp walk toward the 
Pawhuska village arbor for the 
June 28 In-Lon-Schka dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District Drumkeeper Ber-
bon Hamilton walks toward the dance 
arbor for the June 28 In-Lon-Schka 
dances.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Abby Gray and Teegan Hail on Thurs-
day of Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Otto Hamilton Jr. and his daughter 
Charlene Cozad shake hands with 
the visiting districts as they arrive 
for Committee Dinner on Saturday of 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka.
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MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Mary Wildcat and Celena White prepare fry-
bread for Committee Dinner on Saturday of 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Haley and Berbon Hamilton with their 
daughter on Thursday of Pawhuska In-Lon-
Schka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Danette Daniels makes her 
way to the drum on Thursday 
of Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Timothy Lookout and daugh-
ter on Thursday of Pawhuska 
In-Lon-Schka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Otto Hamilton helps his son 
with his scarf slide on Thursday 
of Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Water Boy, Cameron West, 
on Friday of Pawhuska In-
Lon-Schka.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Tail Dancer Sammy Lookout 
walks toward the Pawhuska 
arbor for the June 29 evening 
In-Lon-Schka dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District waterboy 
Lesharo Wildcat arrives at 
the arbor for the June 30 In-
Lon-Schka.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Liam Red Eagle gets ready with help from his mother Gina 
Gray Red Eagle on June 30 during the Pawhuska In-Lon-Sch-
ka.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Joe Don Mashunkashey and Ross Mashunkasey arrive at the 
Pawhuska arbor for the June 30 In-Lon-Schka.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District dancers arrive for the June 28 In-Lon-
Schka dances.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Christina Mashunkashey and her daughters 
on Thursday of Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Pawhuska Drumkeeper Berbon Hamilton 
(blue shirt) shakes hands with visiting dis-
tricts as they arrive for the Committee Dinner.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Juli Cote on Thursday of Pawhuska In-Lon-
Schka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Kiowa Cozad on Thursday of Pawhuska In-
Lon-Schka.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District dancers walk to 
the arbor for the June 29 In-Lon-
Schka dances.
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Advocacy for Native children was theme
at 2nd Osage Women’s Conference
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Lou Anna Red Corn dis-
cussed the effects abuse can 
have on a child and how it 
impacts their lives into adult-
hood. She said many studies 
have found that a way to move 
a child from trauma to recovery 
is through culture, community 
and their cultural identity.

She said that every Osage 
woman in the room had a gift 
to give and it was the gift of 
their cultural knowledge to 
a young child to better their 
lives. She asked to see a show 
of hands of the women in the 
room that would think about 
or begin to inquire on how to 
become a Court Appointed 
Special Advocate for Native 
children in their community. 
Almost all of the women in the 
room raised their hands.

“The things that many of 
you in this room know, the 
things that you know by virtue 
of your family, your parents, 
your grandparents, people 
that you’ve been around your 
whole life, you can use that 
knowledge to actually impact 
successful outcomes for a child 
that’s been abused,” she said. 
“Not just sexually abused but 
neglected or physically abused. 

“You have a gift and you 
need to share it because there’s 
a lot of children out there that 
need that gift.” 

Red Corn, Osage, is the 
Fayette Commonwealth’s At-
torney, the first woman to 
hold the position in Kentucky. 
She helped create the Fayette 
County Multi-Disciplinary 

team on Child Sexual Abuse 
and she is a founding board 
member of the Child Advocacy 
Center of the Bluegrass. She 
was the keynote speaker on 
the first day of the 2nd Annual 
Osage Women’s Conference on 
Aug. 4, held at the Osage Casi-
no in Skiatook. 

The conference is to raise 
awareness and funds for the 
Pawnee/Osage Court Appoint-
ed Special Advocates program 
and to bring Osage women to-
gether, said Osage Congress-
woman Paula Stabler, one of 
the event’s main organizers.

Started in 2009, the Paw-
nee/Osage CASA program is a 
nonprofit with volunteers serv-
ing at-risk children in county 
court and tribal court cases in 
both Pawnee and Osage coun-
ties. CASA volunteers are as-
signed to abused and neglected 

Native American children in 
the court system and monitor 
their living conditions, school 
activity, cultural activities, and 
general well-being and report 
directly to the judge handling 
the child’s case. Helen Norris 
has the been the director since 
2009. Norris announced there 
will be a CASA Birdhouse Auc-
tion Fundraiser in December 
at the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church. A date is be-
ing finalized.

On the agenda for the two-
day conference was an Osage 
Wedding Coat Project from 
Dan Swan and Anita Fields; 
an explanation of Osage family 
relations by Pauline Alred and 
Julia Lookout; a presentation 
on women’s roles on Sunday’s 
at In-Lon-Schka by Stabler; a 
presentation on Osage ribbon 
work by Randy Tinker Smith; 
panel discussions on Native 
American children in the foster 
system with tribal judges; and 
the keynote speaker for the 
second day of the conference 
was Ashley Rhodes, author of 
the New York Times Best Sell-
ing, “Three Little Words” and 
“Three More Words.”  

Stabler conducted an Osage 
cradleboard demonstration, 
putting 3-month-old Mina Her-
nandez on a cradleboard for 
the first time. Her young moth-
er, Sarah Ramirez, looked on 
as Stabler slowly and steadi-
ly began to wrap an agitated 
and crying Mina in cloths and 
Osage yarnwork to the cra-
dleboard. Onlookers watched 
in disbelief as Mina stopped 
crying and became peaceful as 
Stabler finished. There was a 
collective coo as Stabler held 
up the cradleboard with a con-
tent baby Mina inside. 

The first day of the confer-
ence finished with a fashion 
show from prominent Osage 
designer Wendy Ponca, who 
is a trained artist and a for-
mer teacher at the Institute of 
American Indian Art in Santa 
Fe, N.M. Her show consisted 
of all Osage models, wearing 
her colorful flowing dresses, 
shirts and pants, that were oc-
casionally adorned with Osage 
ribbonwork and Osage imag-
ery printed on the fabric. Her 
coats with Native prints and 
embellishments were breath-
taking as Osage/Kiowa mod-
el Cherlynn Satepauhoodle 
stunned the crowd.

 
Trauma in Children

Red Corn began with a story 
about a case she tried early in 
her career, that dealt with sex-
ual abuse and minor children 
in an African American fami-
ly. The case went all the way 
to Kentucky’s Supreme Court 
and changed laws in the state. 

She spoke about the types of 
abuse that can affect families 
and children and centered on 
historical trauma – something 
that affects many Native fami-
lies across Indian Country.

“We are now only beginning 
to understand historical trau-
ma. The historical trauma that 
these girls, and their parents, 
and their parents, and their 
parents experienced in their 
lives ... there was historical 
trauma, racism, inequality, 

they all had experienced over 
a period of time – and that’s 
trauma, people.

“Not just African American 
children, but Native children, 
Latino, Hispanic children, 
exposure to multiple trau-
mas in a child’s life can re-
sult in what we call traumatic 
stress. It’s not just stress, it’s  
traumatic stress.”

She said studies show that 
traumatic stress can affect a 
child’s body, their brains. It 
can lead to substance abuse, 
violence, eating disorders, 
smoking and other high-risk 
activities. Traumatic stress 
can have long-term impacts 
on children like diabetes and 
heart disease, they can even 
die at an earlier age. 

“It makes you wanna cry, 
it really, really makes you 
want to cry. When you think 
about what was happening 
to some of the young children 
that we’re raising to go into 
the world one day, but, there 
is good news,” she said. “Chil-
dren are not always doomed. 
When a child experiences trau-
ma, they don’t always develop 
traumatic stress because there 
are protection factors. Certain 
factors that can buffer a child 
from adverse effects.”

She said those protective fac-
tors are culture, race, ethnicity 
of the children, their families 
and their communities. Cul-

tural identity has been found 
to have a positive impact on 
how children respond, recov-
er and heal from a traumatic 
experience, she said. That’s 
why trainings like the Annu-
al Osage Women’s Conference 
are so important. 

“It’s so important that chil-
dren come to understand cul-
ture because it can truly save 
them,” she said. “Culture en-
hances what we call cultural 
competency, and by increasing 
cultural competency you can 
actually improve outcomes.” 

She said the work that 
CASA volunteers do can be 
vital for children. She encour-
aged everyone in the room to 
become an advocate on behalf 
of Native children, and if pos-
sible, a CASA volunteer.

“There can be few things 
more important in our lives 
than having a positive impact 
in moving a child from trauma 
to recovery, especially a child 
that is not our own. We can 
do something about it. Each 
of you, whether you’re a CASA 
volunteer now or soon to be, 
can play a role in moving a 
child from trauma to recovery,” 
she said. “So, if you’re think-
ing about it, just think about 
it, but move toward it, because 
there is something each of us 
can do to make a difference in 
a child’s life.”

All photos by Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Lou Anna Red Corn, a founding board member of the Child Advocacy 
Center of the Bluegrass and Fayette Commonwealth’s Attorney in Ken-
tucky, was the keynote speaker on Aug. 4 at the 2nd Annual Osage Wom-
en’s Conference held at the Osage Casino in Skiatook.

Osage Congresswoman Paula Stabler conducted an Osage cradleboard 
presentation at the 2nd Annual Osage Women’s Conference on Aug. 4. 
The baby on the cradleboard is Mina Hernandez, the three-month-old 
daughter of Sarah Ramirez (holding the cradleboard).

Osage Congresswoman Paula Stabler speaks about Osage traditions and 
women’s roles at the 2nd Annual Osage Women’s Conference on Aug. 4.

Osage artist/fashion designer Wendy Ponca talks about the clothes she 
designed for her fashion show at the 2nd Annual Osage Women’s Confer-
ence on Aug. 4.

Pawnee/Osage CASA Director Helen Norris talks about an upcoming 
CASA Birdhouse Auction in December. The proceeds will go toward the 
operating costs of the CASA office. A date has not been set yet.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Participants enjoy frybread, green beans, chicken and dumplings, 
boiled potatoes and steam fry at the 9th Annual Cultural Walk at the 
Cross Bell Ranch. This year, the Annual Cultural Encampment will be 
hosted on the Nation’s Bluestem Ranch.

Annual Cultural Walk no 
more; name and venue 
changed to Annual
Cultural Encampment 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

For those who have made 
the Annual Cultural Walk 
a part of their fall plans, 
they will now have to pencil 
in the Annual Cultural En-
campment. In essence, they 
are the same event – but this 
year it will be held on the 
Nation’s Bluestem Ranch.

For nine years the popular 
annual cultural walk, which 
was hosted on the private-
ly-owned Mullendore Cross 
Bell Ranch, was an over-
night campout with cultural 
activities that ended with a 
symbolic walk from the point 
where Osages crossed over 
into Indian Territory from 
eastern Kansas in 1871. The 
event was started by Vann 
Bighorse, who is now the 
director of the Osage Lan-
guage Department. The His-
toric Preservation Office also 
played a big role in hosting 
the event in past years.

“Since the conception of 
this annual event we have 
been looking for ways to 
make it better and prog-
ress,” said WahZhaZhe Cul-
tural Center Director Addie 
Hudgins in an ON press 

release. Hudgins has been 
involved with every cultur-
al walk since its inception. 
“We feel this is a great time 
to move forward and make 
great use of the beautiful 
land we as a nation now  
own again.” 

The Annual Cultural En-
campment is Oct. 20-21 and 
will consist of an overnight 
campout and cultural activ-
ities on the Bluestem Ranch. 
Registration begins Aug. 
20 and ends Sept. 21. The 
Nation took ownership of 
the 43,000-acre ranch from 
media mogul Ted Turner  
in 2016.

Eligibility for the Cultural 
Encampment consists of an 
Osage Nation membership 
card. Non-Osage parents, 
spouses, or significant oth-
ers will be allowed with a 
registered Osage member. 
Children 17 and under must 
be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian. Participants 
must attend orientation and 
training the morning before 
the campout. No alcohol, ice 
chests and pets are not al-
lowed. The food and water is 

See encampment
—Continued  on Page 18



Osage News • osagenews.org September 2018 13

Osage energy

Amend the
Constitution if you can
Rosemary Wood
Osage News

I’ve had the pleasure of meeting 
and greeting two young published 
authors from France.  They were 
doing background research for their 
next novel. It is to be a murder mys-
tery set here in the Osage, the State 
of Oklahoma, U.S.A. The name of the 
book is Skiatook Lake.  

After dinner, at one of the homes 
hosting these travelers, the conver-
sation turned to politics and gov-
ernments. The writers answered 
questions about Bastille Day, liber-
als and conservatives in France, and 
what they thought of Donald Trump. 
First, July 7 was not the revolution 
of the peasants but the bourgeois. 
Secondly, they have about the same 
mix of conservatives and liberals as 
we do; and, regarding Donald Trump, 
they feel sorry for us.  

Another evening, the visitors 
asked about the Osage. Our review 
started with the preeminence of 
pre-contact territory, and went on to 
discuss the French coming down the 
Missouri and fur trade, the exchange 
of cultures, love and marriage, the 
1870 land purchase in Oklahoma ter-
ritory, the fattening of Texas Long 
Horns on Blue Stem, the 1897 Foster 
blanket lease, the 1906 U.S. dissolu-
tion of Osage Constitution AND en-
actment of the Osage Allotment Act 
(34 Stat, 539), the ratification of the 
1994 Constitution of the Osage Na-
tion, the 1997 U.S. dissolution of the 
Osage Constitution, the passage of 
the Sovereignty legislation in 2004, 
and ending with the ratification of 
the Constitution in 2006. 

Questions about headrights and 
membership were asked and fielded 
as best we could.  Questions about 
voting and managing the mineral 
estate were asked. Reference was 
made back to the Allotment Act of 
1906, the 1994 Constitution, and the  
2006 Constitution.      

One of the writers asked if it is the 
owners of the minerals who choose 
who manages the minerals. This led 
into the wording of the 1994 and the 
2006 Constitutions. According to the 
Congressional Act of 1906, and both 
Constitutions, the mineral estate is 
to be managed by Osage sharehold-
ers. However, the 2006 Constitu-
tion provides for the Principal Chief 
to approve and disapprove mineral 
leases. And, according to the 2006 
Constitution non-shareholders can 
participate in electing the Principal 
Chief. And, the Principal Chief can 
be a non-shareholder. Therefore, this 

Constitutional provision (ARTICLE 
XI Sec.4), allows non-shareholders 
to vote on ‘who manages the min-
erals.’   And, if a non-shareholder 
is elected Chief, this Constitutional 
provision (ARTICLE XI Sec.4), al-
lows non-shareholders to manage  
the minerals.

Someone in our group said they 
thought that article was no lon-
ger in the 2006 Constitution. There 
was a copy of the revised (purple) 
2006 Osage Constitution sitting 
on his coffee table. On page 23 of 
the 2006 Article XV (Sec. 4) stated  
the following:  

“Mineral leases approved and exe-
cuted by the Council shall be deemed 
approved by the Osage Nation unless, 
within five (5) working days, written 
objection received from the office of 
the Office of the Principal Chief …”

“Well,” the gentleman said, “it 
doesn’t matter because they do not 
send him leases for review anyway.” 
I answered it is because the present 
Principal Chief is Geoffrey Standing 
Bear, and he himself is an annuitant, 
and so is his wife. He chooses not to 
force this issue. 

We may not always have a Geoffrey 
Standing Bear. Not all contenders for 
Chief will understand the relation-
ship with the Osage Mineral Estate. 
Our Constitution is our shield of pro-
tection, not only now but far into the 
future. If we made a mistake, let’s fix 
it if we can.

–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary Wood 

is a former two-time Osage Tribal Coun-
cilwoman and graduated from St. John 
Hospital School of Nursing in 1963, the 
University of Oklahoma in 1965, and 
from Rutgers University in 1971 with a 
Master of Science in Psychiatric Nursing.

Rosemary Wood

schOlarshIps 
–from Page 8

• Gabriel Pelayo of Skiatook will 
be attending the University 
of Oklahoma as a Junior. 
He anticipates graduating 
in 2020 with a degree in 
Industrial Engineering. This is 
a renewal award for Pelayo.

• Lanayah Turley of Bartlesville 
will be attending the University 
of Oklahoma as a Senior. She 
is on schedule to graduate in 
2019 with a degree in Native 
American Studies with a minor in 
Environmental Sustainability.

 
The OMC awards the scholarship 

twice annually in recognition of Wah-
Tiah-Kah, the Osage tribesman who 
originally surveyed the present-day lo-
cation in 1870-71 to determine wheth-
er the Tribe should leave its Kansas 
lands and move to Indian Territory, 
according to the release. It is said that 
as Wah-Tiah-Kah walked the land, he 
envisioned his grandchildren prosper-
ing. Wah-Tiah-Kah believed that Wah-
Kon-Tah had blessed this land for the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi people, according to the 
release.   

For more information about the 
Wah-Tiah-Kah Scholarship, contact 
the Osage Minerals Council office at 
(918) 287-5346. The deadlines for ap-
plication submissions are Aug. 1, and 
Jan. 1 for the subsequent semesters.

Oklahoma City ballet performers 
teach youth at Dance Maker
Academy summer camp
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage-owned Dance Maker Acad-
emy hosted two Oklahoma City-
based ballet instructors to teach 
at its summer 2018 youth camps  
in Pawhuska.

Walker Martin and Miki Kawamu-
ra visited the academy and taught 
three days during the summer camp. 
Both dance instructors are previous 
performers featured in the 2016 per-
formances of Wahzhazhe: An Osage 
Ballet, said ballet director Randy Tin-
ker Smith. Martin and Kawamura are 
now performers with the Oklahoma  
City Ballet.

“This is our fifth year at Dance Mak-
er Academy,” Smith said. “We have 
laid a good foundation in the basics 
and this year we are really going to 
help (the students) stretch and reach 
higher in their dance discipline. Bring-
ing Miki and Walker in showed the 
students firsthand what they could 
aspire to. The classes were tough, but 
our students put their hearts into do-
ing the work. Having art in their lives 
will raise them to a higher level social-
ly, emotionally, as well as analytical 
thinking skills.”

Smith said: “We had 22 students 
in our first ever, two-week Drama 
Camp, 47 students ages 3-8 during 2 
weeks of Dance Camp, and finally, 29 
students for a Ballet Intensive. The 
Osage Foundation paid scholarships 
for all of our students and the Oklaho-
ma Arts Council helped pay our pro-
fessional dancers to do the three-day  
Ballet Intensive.”

The Dance Maker Academy camp 
opportunity is one of three camps pre-
sented by the Osage Nation’s Foun-

dation this year. The Foundation also 
provided funding for a digital photog-
raphy camp taught by Bartlesville 
photographer Sherry Stinson and a 
youth golf camp in Bartlesville hosted 
by Osage golfer and PGA Professional, 
Leslie Core-Drevecky.

For the Dance Maker Academy 
camp, Foundation Executive Direc-
tor Bill Webb said the Foundation 
provided about $4,900 to pay for the  
camp students.   

As for the Academy’s presence in 
Osage County, Smith said: “It is con-
stantly on our minds that we could 
be training a Marjorie or Maria Tall-
chief for our generation. We are seri-
ous about getting the best training for 
our children, so they may have every 
opportunity to excel in ballet. We are 
thankful to have so many boys who are 
in ballet classes. This raises the level 
of our training. (Smith’s daughter and 
dance instructor) Jenna (Rae Smith) 
was trained in top schools in Atlanta 
and did not get to do any partnering 
until she was in high school because 
there were very few male dancers. This 
training will have lasting impact as 
they mature and move into the next 
seasons of their lives. Jenna continues 
to teach at our Osage Immersion school 
once a week. It is wonderful to be able 
to have a ballet school where we recog-
nize and honor our Osage ways.”

For 2019, Smith said there are two 
performances planned for Wahzhazhe: 
An Osage Ballet on July 19 in Branson, 
Mo., at the Andy Williams Theatre.

For more information on Dance Mak-
er Academy and its class offerings, vis-
it its Facebook page or visit the school 
at 400 Palmer Ave. in Pawhuska or call 
(918) 704-4668. 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Students in the 2018 Dance Maker Academy summer camp practice during a July 31 class at 
the academy in Pawhuska. 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Students in the 2018 Dance Maker Academy summer camp practice with Oklahoma City 
Ballet dancer Miki Kawamura on July 31 at the academy in Pawhuska. 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Oklahoma City Ballet dancer Walker Martin teaches a class during the 2018 Dance Maker 
Academy summer camp in Pawhuska on July 31.

Northern California Osage 
Fall Gathering planned Nov. 4

The Northern California Osage organization is holding its Fall Gathering 
on Sunday Nov. 4 at Nelson’s Grove in Woodland, Calif.

A formal agenda will follow at a later date, but NCO organizers plan on a 
daylong event at the park venue. Nelson’s Grove is located at 15285 Coun-
ty Road 99E, which is north of downtown Woodland and the Sacramento  
metropolitan area.

it to find the answers. As an incentive, 
the Osage News will provide a mon-
etary prize to the lucky winner! For 
your chance to win simply complete the 
challenge, cut out and mail back to the 
Osage News, or take a photo of your 
completed challenge and email or Face-
book message it to us, along with your 
name, address and phone number.

Your name will be entered into a 
drawing and we will select the lucky 
winner, via Facebook Live, each 
month! All completed challenges need 
to be received by the Osage News staff 
before the 28th of each month by 4:30 
p.m. CST. Watch our Facebook page 
for details!Send to Osage News, 604 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056. Email: 
osagenews@osagenation-nsn.gov, 
Phone: (918) 287-5668.

language 
–from Page 8
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Lifelong Learning
Ruby Hansen Murray
Culture Columnist

My great-nieces and nephews are 
getting ready to go return to school 
on September 4th, three in elemen-
tary for half-days and one in Junior 
High with full days. They were savor-
ing the last days of summer, camp-
ing on the beach along the Columbia 
River by their grandparent’s house, 
while the adults waited to see wheth-
er school would start on time. 

Teachers and school districts 
across Washington State have been 
working to distribute $1 billion that 
the Legislature was required ap-
propriated for teacher salaries by 
a recent lawsuit. The Wahkiakum 
School District reached a contract 
agreement last night, so school will 
open, while teachers in Spokane and 
Longview, the mill town 35 miles up-
river from us strike.  

I finished a Master of Fine Arts de-
gree in May 2017, so I’m free of the 
academic calendar. My degree in-
volved a lot of reading and research, 
while I pursued projects I developed. 
I’ve had a productive, busy year since 
graduation. I had a month-long fel-
lowship at the Ragdale Foundation in 
Chicago this spring and attended the 
VONA workshop with Kiese Laymon 
in Berkeley that gave me a strong 
group of writer colleagues. I’ve begun 
to edit and mentor other writers. 

Now that southwest Washington 
is out from under the smoky haze of 
wildfires from Canada and across the 
West, I’m feeling the poignancy of the 
end of summer. The wind is rustling 
through cottonwoods and alders. 
Swallows are lining the telephone 
wires. We’re watching to see when 
the ospreys that nested on the Puget 
Island Bridge will fly south, and for 
the first time since I graduated, I’m 
wondering what classes are being of-
fered nearby. 

Pursuing a degree organizes your 
time into quarters or semesters and 
gives you structure. Completing a 
term brings the impression that 
you’re making progress. I admire 
the many Osages who recently grad-
uated, and those who are still seek-
ing degrees, many juggling jobs and 
families and still acing their studies. 
I appreciate the Nation’s investment 
in education, the clear commitment 
to excellence and learning that is a 
Wah Zha Zhi value. 

So, it’s natural that I begin to look 
for classes. The writer and professor 
Ted Van Alst is coming to Portland 
State University to chair a new Na-
tive Studies department. But learn-
ing happens out of school, too. I 
have water color brushes and paint, 
flowers for a still life and a desire to 
learn. I just have to get over the anx-

iety that comes with believing I need 
to do it perfectly the first time. 

The Osage Book Club is reading 
John Joseph Mathews’ “The Osag-
es: Children of the Middle Waters.” I 
read most of Mathews’ books during 
my MFA study except for his biog-
raphy of E. W. Marland. I want to 
read more of Angie Debo starting 
with “And Still the Waters Run: the 
betrayal of the Five Civilized Tribes.” 
She’s my hero, a self-directed scholar 
who was penalized for calling out cor-
ruption and graft. 

I’m using the Osage language app, 
and I post vocabulary lists where I 
see them every day. You could say it’s 
my version of immersion study. I’m 
looking forward to getting the Osage 
orthography on my phone. 

This week I watched “Giant,” the 
classic film released in 1956 based 
on Edna Ferber’s novel about a me-
ga-sized ranch in Texas where oil 
was discovered. I wondered wheth-
er it would be similar to dynamics 
in Osage County. The film was shot 
in Marfa, Texas and deals with rac-
ism toward Mexican-Americans, but 
no Native people, past or present,  
are mentioned.  

The widespread erasure of indige-
nous people makes local events par-
ticularly important. On Sept.1, I’ll 
travel to Olympia to join the Squaxin 
Island Tribe as they honor and cel-
ebrate Steh-Chass, which is the in-
digenous name for lower Deschutes 
Watershed and Budd Inlet. Medicine 
Creek canoe families will be there to 
advocate for the restoration of the es-
tuary. I’ll visit friends and learn their 
history and celebrate their vision of 
the future. 

On Oct. 20, the 10th annual Osage 
Cultural Encampment will be held 
on the Blue Stem Ranch. I had a 
good time on the first Cultural Walk, 
and I’m looking forward to this one. 
While I’m home I’ll take language 
classes and stop by the Wah Zha Zhi 
Cultural Center. 

What’s on your list for fall?

Ruby Hansen Murray

Board and commission appointees
to be considered by Osage Congress
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Several individuals will be subject to 
consideration of confirmation to Osage 
Nation boards and commissions during 
the 2018 Tzi-Zho Session starting  
Sept. 4.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear appointed or reappointed several 
individuals to serve on the respective 
boards and those individuals took oaths 
of office at the ON Tribal Courthouse to 
serve as interim board members pend-
ing the session.

Those board members appointed by 
Standing Bear include:

• Anita Fields is a reappointment 
to serve as a first alternate 
member on the Election Board. 

• Frank Freeman is a 
first-time appointee to 
the Tallgrass Economic 
Development LLC Board.

• Kay Bills is a reappointment 
to serve on the Osage Limited 
Liability Company Board.

• Chuck Hessert is a reappointee 
for Osage Nation Environmental 
Solutions (ONES) LLC Board.

• Hank Hainzinger is a first-
time appointee to the Bluestem 
Ranch LLC Board. Former Osage 
Minerals Councilman Galen Crum 
will also be considered for an 
initial term on the ranch board.

• Michael Kidder is a reappointment 
to serve on the Gaming 
Commission. Gary Weyl is a 
first-time appointment to serve 
on the gaming commission.

• Cecelia Tallchief is a 
reappointment to the 
Health Authority Board.

• Carol Kliesen is a reappointment 
to the Grayhorse Village 
Committee (five-man board).

• Alexander Tallchief Skibine 

and Julie O’Keefe are both 
reappointments to serve on the 
Nation’s Foundation Board.

During the Congressional session, 
the individuals will be subject to initial 
consideration by the respective Con-
gressional committees, which will vote 
on further action including referring 
the appointed individual to the entire 
Congress. According to the Congres-
sional rules: “Once reported (that the 
appointee is qualified by education or 
experience), any member of Congress 
may move during the ‘Motions’ portion 
of a Session for a nominee interview 
to be placed on an agenda, or alterna-
tively may move for confirmation con-
sideration of the nominee to be placed 
on an agenda. The motion is subject 
to amendment and requires an affir-
mative majority vote of the members 
present to pass. Should either of the 
motions fail, the motion may be reas-
serted any day until the day before the 
last regular day of Session.”

Each individual will also be asked 
to provide a copy of his or her resume 
to the Congress and to fill out a Con-
gressional questionnaire. If the infor-
mation is not received, the individual 
will not be considered for the board or 
commission service, according to the 
Congressional rules. 

Also, according to the rules: “As pro-
vided in the Constitution, the Congress 
may decline to consider a nominee or 
a re-nomination by failing to move 
the nomination forward for consider-
ation by the day before the last day of 
the regular session prior to which the 
nomination was made. If this occurs, 
the nomination is deemed rejected and 
the provisions of the constitution and 
laws regarding failure of the Congress 
to confirm an appointee apply.”

For more information on the Con-
gressional session and filed legislative 
items, visit the Legislative Branch 
website at: www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/who-we-are/congress-legisla-
tive-branch/legislation.

How to submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must be respectful and informative 
to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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Wahzhazhe
SEPTEMBER
September 3 

Labor Day – Observed  
Holiday
Offices Closed

September 4
Congressional Tzi-Zho  
Session begins
10 a.m.
Osage Nation 
Capitol Building

September 7
Free Movie Night: Coco
Osage Nation Museum,  
819 Grandview 
Ave. Pawhuska
Concession by  
Ah-Tha-Tse Catering
Bring your lawn chairs!

September 11
Osage Language 
Immersion School
Cross Country meet at 
Woodland Public Schools

September 12
Osage News Editorial 
Board meeting
1:30 p.m.
604 Kihekah, Pawhuska

September 22
5K Buffalo Run
Osage Hills

September 26
Osage Minerals Council 
Lease Sale
 

OCTOBER
AARP Oklahoma  
Indian Elders Honors

National Cowboy &  
Western Heritage Museum
Oklahoma City

October 8 
Osage Day –  
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed 

October 13
En Pointe 
Dance Maker Academy 
Annual Fundraiser
Ag building, Osage 
County Fairgrounds
Barbeque Dinner at 6 p.m.
Silent/Live Auction at 7 
p.m. Dancing to follow.
Information: (918) 
607-3044

October 13
Maria Tallchief National 
Native American Hall 
of Fame Induction
Phoenix Indian 
Memorial Hall, 6 p.m.

NOVEMBER
November 3

United Osages of Southern 
California Fall Gathering
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Carlsbad Senior Center, 
799 Pine Ave.
For more information, 
email socal.osages@
gmail.com

November 4
Northern California 
Osage Meeting
Nelson’s Grove, 15285 
County Road 99E, 
Woodland, CA 95695

For more information, 

email osages@northern-

californiaosage.org

November 12 

Veteran’s Day –  

Observed Holiday 

Offices Closed 

November 22 – 23 

Thanksgiving Holiday– 

Observed Holiday 

Offices Closed 

DECEMBER
December 24 – 25 

Christmas Holiday – 

Observed Holiday 

Offices Closed 

December 31 

New Year’s Eve –  

Observed Holiday 

Offices Closed

––––––––––––––––––

Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 

Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 

Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 

email sshaw@osagenation-nsn.

gov, or fax to (918) 287-5563. 

Make sure to include event date, 

location, email and web address 

(if applicable) and a phone num-

ber where someone can be con-

tacted for validation, if necessary. 

Deadline for the October issue is 

September 18, 2018.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Fry Bread
• 2 tbsps. Baking Power
• 1 qt. luke warm water
• 1 tsp. salt
• 1 tbsp. compound

Flour enough to make about like biscuit dough. Roll and cut 
any shape desired. Fry in kettle of boiling compound. 

Costue (Fry Bread)
• 1 pt. sour milk
• 1 tbs. Shortening
• ½ tsp. soda
• 3 heaping tsps. Baking Power
• 1 tsp. salt

Flour enough to make dough easily handled. Knead smooth, 
roll out to ½ inch thickness. Divide in portions equal to a medi-
um sized biscuit, cut two or three slits in this and cook in a kettle 
of deep fat as doughnuts. This should make a piece about the 
size of a saucer.

Syrup for Fry Bread
• 1 qt. white corn syrup
• 1 lb. brown sugar
• Boil together, use no water
• 1 tbsp. mapeline

Take from fire and beat into above ½ cup bacon fryings.
Recipe taken from cookbook, “Authenticated American Indian 

Recipes,” by Sylvester and Alice Tinker, copyright 1955.

The fact that it was made 
from a chainsaw over a pe-
riod of about 10 days makes 
one pause to think about the 
artistry of Michael Lynn. An 
Osage and native of Pawhus-
ka, he is a longtime art teach-
er for Osage County public 
schools and only four years 
ago he began his venture into 
chainsaw art. He is also known 
for his paintings, drawings,  
bronzes and pottery.

He comes from a long line of 
artists, he said his family has a 
drawing of Chief Fred Lookout 
that his grandfather Joseph 
Roger Lynn did, “it looks like 
something my brother Bill or I 
would do,” he said. The statue 
of Tallchief is made out of Burr 
Oak and stands a little over  
5 feet. 

“It’s just something that 
comes from God and I just do 
it. It’s just fun for me,” Lynn 
said. “Other people love to 
snow ski, water ski, or whatev-
er, I would rather be doing this 
than anything else. This was 
what I was put on earth to do.” 

Drs. Joe and Carol Conner 
from the Fairfax Community 
Foundation asked him to do 
the sculpture when he was 
finishing a sculpture of Saint 
Francis of Assisi, that sits next 
to the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church in Pawhuska. 

“Ty Cook went and found 
the wood and cut it down at 
the Goad Ranch and by a mir-
acle, they got it loaded and 

stood up here, in front of the 
Tall Chief Theatre, which Ma-
ria Tallchief’s father built,” he 
said. “She lived up here on the 
hill, and there weren’t a lot a 
stores here then and she could 
see the theater from where she 
lived, from her house.”

Carol Conner, who is also 
the editor of The Fairfax 
Chief, said Lynn immediate-
ly said yes when they asked 
him to do the sculpture. The 
FCF hosts regular communi-
ty events in front of the the-
atre. The proceeds go toward  
theatre renovations.

“Given this is Maria and 
Marjorie Tallchief’s hometown 
and their daddy built this the-
atre … in the late 1920s, it’s a 
perfect spot to have a sculpture 
of Maria Tallchief,” she said.

Maria Tallchief
Tallchief, who died in 2013 

at the age of 88, is considered 
America’s first prima balleri-

na. The daughter of Alex Tall 
Chief (Osage) and Ruth (Por-
ter) Tall Chief (non-Osage), her 
early life was spent in Fairfax, 
located five miles west of the 
Grayhorse Indian Village, one 
of the Osage Nation’s three 
cultural districts. She later 
moved to Los Angeles with 
her family where she contin-
ued her ballet education. She 
moved to New York City at the 
age of 17 and made it to the 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
where she danced from 1942 
to 1947.  But it was her role 
with the New York City Ballet 
from 1948 to 1965 that she is 
most remembered for. She was 
the first American to dance at 
Moscow’s Bolshoi Theater and 
the first American to dance 
with the Paris Opera Ballet.

She starred in George Bal-
anchine’s “Firebird,” which 
catapulted her career in 1949. 

She was the first Sugar Plum 
Fairy in Balanchine’s 1952 
original production of “The 
Nutcracker.” She also starred 
in “Orpheus” and “Scotch Sym-
phony,” among many others.

She later served as artistic 
director for the Lyric Opera 
Ballet in Chicago and later 
founded the Chicago City Bal-
let, of which she was also the 
artistic director. She has been 
inducted into the National 
Women’s Hall of Fame, she 
has received a National Med-
al of Arts, and in 1996 she 
was one of five recipients of a 
Kennedy Center Honor for life-
time achievement for her con-
tribution to American culture, 
where legendary ballet danc-
er Mikhail Baryshnikov paid 
tribute to her.

Tallchief is among the first 
group of honorees to be induct-
ed into the National Native 
American Hall of Fame. She 
and 11 other legendary Native 
Americans will be inducted 
in an Oct. 13 ceremony at the 
Phoenix Indian Memorial Hall 
in Phoenix, Ariz. 

Osage artist
Lynn received his associate 

of arts degree from Northern 
Oklahoma College, a bachelor 

of science in art education from 
Northeastern State University 
and a master’s degree of educa-
tional leadership from South-
ern Nazarene University.

According to the Pawhus-
ka Journal-Capital, he has 
spent 28 years as a secondary 
art teacher, teaching grades 
seventh through 12th grades 
for Pawhuska public schools. 
He and wife, Tina, reside in 
Pawhuska with their two 
granddaughters and sons, 
Patrick and Dalton. They lost 
their 16-year-old son Mikey in 
2014. He created a tribute for 
him that can be viewed at the 
Pawhuska Golf Club. 

Conner said the finished 
sculpture of Maria Tallchief 
was gorgeous and it was a fit-
ting tribute. 

“She’s finally landed at home 
and will be visible here on the 
sidewalk, unless the sculpture 
is small enough we can move 
it into the lobby. The sculpture 
will be open to the public when 
we open the lobby [to the Tall 
Chief Theatre],” she said. “So, 
we’re looking forward to see-
ing this beautiful sculpture of 
Maria. People can appreciate 
some of the beauty of the wom-
an, right here, in her home-
town of Fairfax.”

sculpture 
–from Page 1

All Photos SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage artist Michael Lynn was commissioned to do a sculpture of famed 
Osage Prima Ballerina Maria Tallchief for the Fairfax Community Founda-
tion in July.

The back of the statue shows the 
details in her hair and a ribbon 
with Osage ribbonwork cascades 
down the back of the statue, indi-
cating her Osage heritage. 

The finished sculpture can be seen 
in front of the historic Tall Chief 
Theatre in downtown Fairfax. 

The finished sculpture. Passersby 
remark on the detail Lynn incorpo-
rated into the face of the sculpture. 

Osage artist Michael Lynn sculpts the fingers on his sculpture of Maria Tall-
chief, which stands in front of the Tall Chief Theatre in downtown Fairfax.

Osage artist Michael Lynn used 
a clay maquette he made to 
guide him in his sculpture of  
Maria Tallchief.

Osage artist Michael Lynn adds 
some finishing touches on Aug. 6 
to his sculpture of famed Osage 
Prima Ballerina Maria Tallchief.
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Felix Eppinette Jr.
Longtime New Caney, Tex-

as, resident Felix V. Eppin-
ette Jr. passed away Aug. 7, 
2018, at Kingwood Medical 
Center from complications of  
liver cancer.

Felix was born in Hous-
ton, Texas, on May 24, 1954.
He is survived by his parents 
Felix V. Eppinette Sr. and 
Mary Rose Dailey Eppinette; 
Sisters, Diane McBryde, Rose 
Eppinette, and Mary Haley; 

Sons, Nathaniel Eppinette 
of Arizona and Sonny Ep-
pinette of Oklahoma; sever-
al grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews, and many cousins 
throughout Texas, Oklahoma  
and Louisiana. 

Felix was a member of the 
Osage Nation. He loved his 
Indian heritage and taught 
nephews and nieces, bead 
work. He loved fishing with his 
Dad and family. Felix was also 
a veteran, served his country 
as a proud Marine.

Bill Joseph Hickey
Bill Joseph Hickey, a life-

long resident of Fairfax, Okla., 
passed away in Fairfax on 
Aug. 14, 2018.  He was a mem-
ber of the Osage and Loyal 
Shawnee tribes. He attended 
Fairfax schools and the New 
Hope Church. Bill started his 
life work by helping his dad 
weld in Phillips properties in 
the Burbank and Shidler area. 
Later, he worked in Baltimore 
and along the East Coast cut-
ting down oil tanks.  

Following an injury, he 

moved on to his life’s work of 
Native arts and crafts. Joining 
his aunt Snooky, Bill followed 
the powwow trail up and down 
the East Coast. He established 
a following with his leather 
work, unique items, and leath-
er trimmed canes. He was 
known for his generosity in 
helping out dancers needing 
a quick repair, or if they were 
short on a giveaway.

Bill is the son of Jack 
Hickey Sr. and Cora Miles 

Felix Eppinette Jr. Bill Joseph Hickey

OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/op-
portunities/job-listings/applica-
tion-form. Applicants are welcome 
to attach a resume and/or cover 
letter in addition. Please note 
that all applicants tentatively se-
lected for employment with the 
Osage Nation will be required to 
submit to a urinalysis to screen 
for illegal drug use. Employment 
will be contingent upon drug 
test results. OSAGE / VETER-
AN / INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verification 
of preference must be included 
with application. For questions 
please contact Taryn Crawford, 
Osage Nation Employee Recruit-
ment Specialist at (918) 287-5445 
or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

Licensed Practical Nurse – 
Pawhuska Must have completed 
an accredited LPN program and 
have obtained a current, unre-
stricted nursing license from the 
state of Oklahoma. At least 1 to 2 
years’ experience in a clinical envi-
ronment preferred. Knowledge and 
skill sufficient to prepare moderate 
to complex range of nursing care 
procedures which require licensure 
as a practical or vocational nurse. 
Regular full time. Salary: $40,653 - 
$44,550

RN Case Manager – Pawhuska 
Must have completed an accredit-
ed Bachelors or Associate Degree 
of Science in Nursing. Must have a 
minimum of 2 years of recent Case 
Management experience. Must pos-
sess current, unrestricted, Okla-
homa Registered Nurse license. 
Regular full time. Salary: $26.73 - 
$40.10/hr. 

Teacher Assistant Head Start – 
Fairfax Associate’s Degree in Early 
Childhood Development or related 
field preferred or actively working 
toward this degree. Child Develop-
ment Associate (CDA) certification 
or related field preferred or working 
toward completion within eight (8) 
months. High School Diploma or 
GED required. Regular full time. 
Salary: $13.36/hr. 

Human Resources Director – 
Pawhuska Minimum of a Bache-
lor’s degree or equivalent in Human 
Resources, Business, Organization 
Development required; Master’s in 
Human Resources, Business, Or-
ganization Development preferred. 
Minimum 3 years of experience as 
a Human Resource Director in an 
organization of 200 persons or more 
required. Regular full time. Salary: 
$97,300 - $145,900/yr. 

Osage Nation Education Depart-
ment Internship Osage Nation 
Education Department Internship 
Program is designed to provide 
Osage students with work experi-
ence in their chosen field of study. 
The program is designed to serve 
enrolled members of the Osage Na-
tion with a minimum of 61+ hours 
completed in an accredited college 
or university degree program. Reg-
ular Temporary Full Time.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To apply 
for a position with Osage Casino 
go to www.osagecasinos.com/
careers

Dishwasher – Skiatook Must be a 
minimum of 18 years of age. Regu-
lar full time. 

Food and Beverage Supervisor – 
Skiatook Must be a minimum of 18 
years of age. High School Diploma 
or GED equivalent required. One 
year of food and beverage experi-
ence. Regular full time. 

Dishwasher -  PT – Ponca City 
Must be a minimum of 18 years of 
age. Regular part time. 

Restaurant Host/Hostess – Tulsa 
Must be a minimum of 18 years of 
age. Six months of previous work ex-
perience required. Regular full time. 

Front Desk Agent – Night Audit 
– Tulsa Must be 18 years or older. 
High School Diploma or GED. One 
year experience in customer service 
and cash handling, hotel experience 
preferred. Regular full time. 

Rooms Inspector – Tulsa Must be 
a minimum of 18 years of age. Reg-
ular full time. 

Short Order Cook – Ponca City 
Must be an minimum of 18 years of 
age. Six (6) months of previous work 
experience in the food industry. 
Regular full time. 

EVS Supervisor – Ponca City 
Must be a minimum of 18 years of 
age. One year of housekeeping expe-
rience required. Regular full time. 

Retail Supervisor – Tulsa Regu-
lar full time. 

Houseman – Tulsa Must be a min-
imum of 18 years of age. Six months 
of previous work experience re-
quired. Regular full time. 

Housekeeping Supervisor – Tul-
sa High School Diploma or GED. 
Must be 18 years of age. One year of  
housekeeping experience. Regular 
full time. 

Valet Attendant – Transporta-
tion – Start July/August Must be 
a minimum of 18 years of age. Six 
months of previous work experience 
required. Regular full time. 

Food and Beverage Supervisor 
– Bartlesville Must be a minimum 
of 18 years of age. High School Di-
ploma or GED equivalent required. 
One year of food and beverage expe-
rience. Regular full time. 

Front Desk Supervisor – Tulsa 
Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Six months work experience in Ho-
tel front desk required. Regular full 
time. 

Table Games Supervisor – Tulsa 
Bachelor’s degree in Business Ad-
ministration, Hospitality or Gam-
ing plus 6 months of department 
– specific experience; or Associate’s 
degree in Business Administration, 
Hospitality or Gaming, plus 1 year 
or more of department – specific 
work experience; or High School Di-
ploma/GED and 2 years of depart-
ment – specific experience. Regular 
full time. 

Bar Back – Tulsa Must be at least 
21 years of age. High School Diplo-
ma or GED equivalent required. 6 
months previous work experience.  
Regular full time. 

Hotel Room Attendant – Tulsa 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Regular full time.

Short Order Cook – Part Time 
Must be a minimum of 18 years of 
age. Six (6) months of previous work 
experience in the food industry. 
Regular part time. 

Short Order Cook – Sand 
Springs Must be a minimum of 18 
years of age. Six (6) months of pre-
vious work experience in the food 
industry.Regular full time. 

Restaurant Server Part Time – 
Tulsa Individual must be at least 
18 years of age.Regular part time. 

Bartender – Ponca City Must be 
21 years of age. High School Diplo-
ma or GED. Regular part time. 

Security Officer Lead – Tulsa 
High School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experience; 
3 months of casino security experi-
ence required. Gaming, Hospitality 

or Customer Service industry pre-
ferred. Regular full time. 

Maintenance Technician – Sand 
Springs Must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED 
and 6 months of previous work ex-
perience. Minimal of two to three 
years of experience in position relat-
ed to assigned duties required. Reg-
ular full time. 

Shift Supervisor – Bartlesville 
Must be at least 18 years of age. 
High School Diploma or GED equiv-
alent required. Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Administration, Hospitali-
ty or Gaming plus three (3) months 
of job related work experience to 
include casino operations and su-
pervisory experience in a related 
department or business.Regular full 
time. 

C-Store Cashier – Skiatook High 
School Diploma or GED. Must be 18 
years of age or older. Six months of 
cash handling or customer service 
experience. Regular full time. 

Security Officer – Sand Springs 
Individual must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED 
and 6 months of previous work ex-
perience. Regular full time. 

Cocktail Server – Start in July/Au-
gust – Tulsa Must be at least 18 
years of age. Females must be able 
to fit a size 8 or smaller for women’s 
attire. Males must be able to fit a 
size 36 waist for men’s attire. High 
School Diploma/GED.Regular full 
time. 

Bar Back – Start in July/August 
– Tulsa Must be at least 21 years 
of age. High School Diploma or GED 
equivalent required. 6 months pre-
vious work experience. Regular full 
time. 

Hotel Room Attendant PT – 
Start in July/August – Tulsa 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Regular part time. 

Hotel Room Attendant PT – 
Start in July/August – Tulsa Must 
be 18 years of age or older. Regular 
full time. 

Table Games Supervisor – 
Trainer – Tulsa Must be at least 
21 years of age. Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration, Organi-
zational Development/Psychology, 
Education or substantially related 
area from a four-year college or uni-
versity plus six (6) months of pro-
gressively responsible leadership 
experience in Table Games. Regular 
full time. 

Short Order Cook – Part Time 
– Sand Springs Six (6) months of 
previous work experience in the food 
industry. Must be 18 years of age. 
Regular part time. 

Short Order Cook – Sand 
Springs Six (6) months of previous 
work experience in the food indus-
try. Must be 18 years of age. Regu-
lar full time. 

Table Games Dealer – Start in 
July/August – Tulsa Must be at 
least 18 years of age. 6 months of 
previous work experience. Regular 
full time. 

Restaurant Server PT – Start 
in July/August – Tulsa Individu-
al must be at least 18 years of age. 
High School Diploma/GED required. 
Regular part time. 

Line Cook – Start in July/August 
– Tulsa Must be a minimum of 21 
years of age. High School Diploma 
or GED equivalent required. Two 
years of line or prep cook experience 
in high volume fast paced restau-
rant required. Understand general 
culinary knowledge. Regular full 
time. 

Laundry Attendant – Start in July/

August – Tulsa Must be 18 years of 
age or older Regular full time. 

Front Desk Agent – Start in July/
August – Tulsa Must be 18 years of 
age or older. One year experience in 
customer service and cash handling.  
Regular full time. 

Bartender PT – Start in July/
August – Tulsa Must be 21 years of 
age. High School Diploma or GED. 
Regular full time. 

Bartender – Start in July/Au-
gust – Tulsa Must be 21 years of 
age. High School Diploma or GED. 
Regular full time. 

Cage Supervisor – Tulsa Must be 
18 years of age or older. Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Administration, 
Finance, Accounting, Hospitality or 
Gaming plus 3 months of depart-
ment-specific experience to include 
experience in banking; or Associ-
ate’s Degree in Business Admin-
istration, Marketing, Hospitality, 
Finance, Accounting, or Gaming, 
plus 6 months or more of depart-
ment-specific work experience to 
include experience banking: or High 
School Diploma/GED and one (1) 
year of department-specific experi-
ence to include experience banking. 
Regular full time. 

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs 
Must be a minimum of 18 years of 
age. Six months of previous work ex-
perience required. Regular full time.

Table Games – Supervisor – 
Bartlesville Must be at least 18 
years of age. Two years of de-
partment-specific experience.
Regular full time. 

Restaurant Server – Ponca City 
Individual must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED 
required.Regular part time. 

Buffet Attendant – Bartlesville 
High School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experience. 
Gaming, Hospitality or Customer 
Service industry preferred. Regular 
full time. 

Security Officer – Pawhuska In-
dividual must be at least 18 years of 
age. High School Diploma/GED and 
6 months of previous work experi-
ence. Regular full time. 

Regional Hotel Manager – Skia-
took Must be 21 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED equivalent 
required. Three years hotel manage-
ment experience required. Regular 
full time. 

Casino Services Agent – Casino 
Cage – Tulsa Must be 18 years of 
age or older. High School Diploma/
GED. Prior cash handling experi-
ence required. Previous direct cus-
tomer service experience required. 
Regular full time. 

Count Team Attendant – Sand 
Springs Must be 18 years of age or 
older. 6 months previous work expe-
rience required. Regular full time. 

Guest Service Representative 
– Start in July/August Must be at 
least 18 years of age. High School 
Diploma or GED Equivalent re-
quired. Six months of previous work 
experience required. Regular full 
time. 

Short Order Cook – Start in July/
August – Tulsa Six (6) months of 
previous work experience in the food 
industry. Must be 18 years of age. 
Regular full time. 

Sous Chef – Tulsa Must be 21 
years of age. Associates Degree in 
Culinary Arts or related field with 
a minimum of two years of culinary 
cooking experience or high school 
diploma/GED and six years culinary 
cooking experience in a multiple 
food venue environment with one 

year in a supervisory capacity. 
Regular full time. 

Maintenance Technician – Start 
in July/August – Tulsa Must be at 
least 18 years of age. High School 
Diploma/GED and 6 months of pre-
vious work experience. Minimal of 
two to three years of experience in 
position related to assigned duties 
required. Regular full time.

EVS Attendant – Start in July/
August – Tulsa 6 months experi-
ence in customer service or hospital-
ity. Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Regular full time. 

Casino Services Agent – Casino 
Cage – Bartlesville Must be 18 
years of age or older. High School 
Diploma/GED. Prior cash handling 
experience required. Previous di-
rect customer service experience re-
quired. Regular full time. 

Food and Beverage Supervisor 
– Tulsa High School Diploma or 
GED. One year of food and beverage 
experience. Must be 21 years of age. 
Regular full time. 

Cocktail Server – Sand Springs 
Must be at least 18 years of age. Fe-
males must be able to fit a size 8 or 
smaller for women’s attire. Males 
must be able to fit a size 36 waist for 
men’s attire. High School Diploma/
GED. Regular full time. 

Security Officer – Skiatook Indi-
vidual must be at least 18 years of 
age. High School Diploma/GED and 
6 months of previous work experi-
ence. Regular full time. 

Security Officer – Tulsa Individu-
al must be at least 18 years of age. 
High School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experience. 
Regular full time. 

Short Order Cook – Skiatook Six 
(6) months of previous work experi-
ence in the food industry. Must be 
18 years of age. Regular full time. 

Restaurant Server PT – Sand 
Springs Individual must be at least 
18 years of age. High School Diplo-
ma/GED required. Regular part 
time. 

Armed Security Officer – Tulsa 
Must be at least 21 years of age. 
High School Diploma or GED re-
quired. 6 months of previous work 
experience. Successful completion 
required for the Osage Security 
Academy II or CLEET Phase IV Se-
curity Officer Certification or other 
Accredited Armed Security Acad-
emy or certification of completion 
from a full-time or reserved police 
academy within five (5) years of 
continuous law enforcement service. 
Regular full time. 

Restaurant Server – Skiatook 
Individual must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED 
required. Regular full time. 

EVS Attendant – Skiatook Must 
be a minimum of 18 years of age. Six 
months of previous work experience 
required. Regular full time. 

Dishwasher – Bartlesville Must 
be 18 years of age. Regular full time. 

Bartender – Bartlesville Must be 
21 years of age. High School Diplo-
ma or GED. Regular full time. 

Cocktail Server – Bartlesville 
Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Females must be able to fit a size 8 
or smaller for women’s attire. Males 
must be able to fit a size 36 waist for 
men’s attire. High School Diploma/
GED. Regular full time. 

Short Order Cook – Bartlesville 
Six (6) months of previous work ex-
perience in the food industry. Must 
be 18 years of age. Regular full time.

Hickey and was born in the 
Hamil Hospital in Fairfax, on  
March 24, 1963.

He is survived by his daugh-
ter, Denay Chee Hickey and 
her mother Cathy; his moth-
er, Cora Hickey of the home; a 
brother, Jack Hickey Jr., and 
wife Chee of Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Uncle Frank Hickey, aunts El-
len Mae (Boyd) Thomison and 
Mary “Snooky” Bighorse Wise-
man. Cousins, Boyd Thomison 
Jr., Charles Anthony Thomi-
son, Vivian Hickey, Madelyn 
Beason, and Janet Franklin 
Emde. Numerous nieces and 
nephews, including special 
niece Sam Harding who called 
Uncle Bill her “Buddy” and 
she was his “partner”.  Our 
family would like to recognize 
our friend, Joe Washington 
for his unwavering friendship  
and support.

He was preceded in death 
by his father, Jack Hickey, Sr.; 
maternal grandparents, Fred 
“Jug” and Irene Daugherty 
Miles and paternal grandpar-
ents, Frank Hickey Sr. and 
Mildred Hickey Pahmahmie.

Friends and loved ones paid 

their respects at the Gray-
horse Chapel Aug. 15-16. Fu-
neral Services were Aug. 17, 
with Everett Waller officiat-
ing. Assistant Principal Chief 
Raymond Red Corn read the 
obituary and Candice Rhodd 
provided a song at the morn-
ing service. Burial was in the 
Grayhorse Cemetery with Rock 
Pipestem singing a tradition-
al tribal song. Arrangements 
were under the direction of 
the Hunsaker Wooten Funeral 
Home of Fairfax.

Pallbearers were Taos Bar-
rone, Rock Pipestem, Jona-
than Lunsford, and nephews 
Miles Kennett, Gage Price, 
and Seth Harding. Honor-
ary Pallbearers included Jeff 
Lunsford, Preston Tonepaho-
te, Jerry Shaw, Steve Fisher, 
and Ed Smith.

Dinner followed with Sam 
Harding giving the invocation, 
The Lord’s Prayer, in Osage.

Bill’s online guestbook may 
be signed at www.hunsaker-
wootenfuneral.com.
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Samuel Alexander reappointed Osage Nation Treasurer
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear has reappoint-
ed Muscogee (Creek) accoun-
tant Samuel Alexander to 
continue serving as Osage Na-
tion Treasurer.

Alexander’s appointment for 
a four-year term comes after 
Standing Bear took office for 
his second four-year term in 
July. Alexander’s appointment 
will be considered for confir-
mation by the Sixth ON Con-
gress when it convenes for the 
24-day Tzi-Zho Session start-
ing Sept. 4.

On Aug. 10, Alexander 
took his oath to continue 
serving as interim Treasur-
er at the ON Tribal Court-
house with ON Associate 
Trial Court Judge Lisa Otipoby- 
Herbert presiding.

In 2016, Alexander was first 
appointed and confirmed as 
Treasurer by ON Congressio-
nal vote to serve the remaining 
term after former Treasurer 

Callie Catcher retired. Alex-
ander accepted a request to 
continue serving as Treasurer 
for a four-year term, Standing 
Bear said at the courthouse.    

According to Osage law es-
tablishing the Department of 
Treasury, the ON Treasurer 
shall be appointed by the Prin-
cipal Chief and confirmed by 

Congress. The law also states 
the Treasurer shall be at least 
25 years old, have no felony 
convictions and shall have ob-
tained a bachelor’s degree with 
a certified public accountant’s 
license and degree preferred.

Alexander managed his own 
accounting firm before serving 
as ON Treasurer, according to 
his LinkedIn profile. He holds 
a bachelor’s degree in business 
accounting from Northeast-
ern State University. Alexan-
der also served as an elected 
Muscogee Creek Nation Na-
tional Council representative 
and has worked as an outside 
auditor for several tribal and  
local governments.

Alexander is also a U.S. 
Army veteran and served as 
Speaker while on the MCN 
National Council. He also 
served as Tax Commissioner 
for the tribe and chairman of 
the MCN Gaming Operations 
Authority Board. Alexander is 
a state-certified public accoun-
tant, according to the Oklaho-
ma Accountancy Board.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Samuel Alexander takes his oath on Aug. 10 to serve as Osage Nation 
Treasurer after Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear reappointed Alex-
ander to the post with Trial Court Associate Justice Lisa Otipoby-Herbert 
presiding.

State Highway 20 
bridge projects
to begin in
September east
of Hominy

A $1.4 million project to im-
prove three bridges on State 
Highway 20 east of the State 
Highway 99 intersection in 
Hominy is scheduled to begin 
Tuesday, Sept. 4. 

Work will be done on one 
bridge at a time beginning 
with the SH-20 bridge at 
Hominy Creek, according to 
the Osage Nation Emergen-
cy Management Office. It will 
then proceed to the Wild Horse 
Creek bridge and then to the 
Boar Creek bridge.

Improvements will be made 
to the bridge decks and to the  
substructures.

During construction, traffic 
will be narrowed to one lane 
at the bridge and temporary 
signal lights will be in place. 
Drivers are urged to plan 
ahead for extra travel time in 
these areas and to obey the 

UOSC Fall 
Gathering
scheduled 
Nov. 3 in 
Carlsbad

The United Osages of 
Southern California is hosting 
its 2018 fall gathering on Sat-
urday Nov. 3 in Carlsbad at 
the city senior center.

Agenda information to fol-
low at later date. The UOSC 
organization plans to hold 
the gathering from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The Carlsbad Se-
nior Center is located at 799  
Pine Ave.

For more information on the 
UOSC and to RSVP for attend-
ing, the UOSC can be emailed 
at socal.osages@gmail.com to 
reach organization Chairman  
Greg Clavier.

See rOad wOrk
—Continued  on Page 17
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Sixth ON Congress passes four 
items in August special session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During its one-day special ses-
sion on Aug. 24, the Sixth Osage 
Nation Congress approved four legis-
lative items after consideration and  
discussion.

The 12-member Congress issued a 
legislative proclamation to hold the 
special session for items that were 
time-sensitive including a resolution 
for an agreement with the Tulsa Fire 
Department to respond to future emer-
gencies at the new Osage Casino & Ho-
tel in Tulsa, which opened Aug. 29.

Those items approved in the special 
session include:

• ONCA 18-36 (sponsored by 
Congresswoman Paula Stabler) 
– A $50,000 appropriation to 
Osage Nation Energy Services 
(ONES) LLC. Stabler said the 
appropriation would be used 
to cover legal fees for business 
proposals that ONES is 
considering and pursuing. The bill 
passed unanimously with a 10-0 
vote and two absences that day 
from Congress members Angela 
Pratt and Shannon Edwards.

• ONCR 18-17 (sponsored by 
Alice Goodfox) - A resolution to 
authorize and approve execution 
of a “Fire Protection and 
Automated Response Agreement” 
with the City of Tulsa and to 
authorize a limited waiver of 
sovereign immunity from suit 
and a consent to jurisdiction. 

According to ONCR 18-17, the 
Nation “has been advised that the 
City of Tulsa offered to provide 
fire protection and automatic 
response to the (Tulsa Osage 
Casino Hotel and nearby casino 
administration buildings) … as 
a condition for fire protection 
and automated response … the 
Osage Nation will be required by 
agreement to provide a limited 
waiver of sovereign immunity” 
by consenting to the jurisdiction 
of Tulsa County District Court 
and consenting to the application 
of the city’s fire prevention code. 
The resolution passed 10-0.

• ONCR 18-18 (Congresswoman 
Maria Whitehorn): A resolution 
to approve an updated 2019 fiscal 
year annual projected revenue 
figure. The projected revenue 
figure is used during the budget 
process, which takes place during 
the Tzi-Zho Session in September 
ahead of the Nation’s fiscal year 
starting in October. The annual 
budgets cannot pass the projected 
revenue amount per the 2006 
Osage Constitution. The resolution 
passed 9-1 with one “no” vote 
from Congressman Eli Potts.

• ONCR 18-19 (Goodfox): A 
resolution to accept an offer 
from the State of Oklahoma 
to amend the Nation’s gaming 
compact to include non-house 
banked table games supplement, 
referring to ball and dice games 
including craps. The resolution 
passed unanimously.

Sixth ON Congress meets for 2018 
Tzi-Zho Session starting Sept. 4
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Sixth Osage Nation Congress 
will convene for its first Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion starting Tuesday Sept. 4 at the 
Capitol Building in Pawhuska start-
ing at 10 a.m.

The 24-day fall session is one of 
two regular sessions held each year 
per the 2006 Osage Constitution. 
Like previous sessions, the 12-mem-
ber Congress will be using most of 
the session time to consider and 
act on the Nation’s 2019 fiscal year 
government operations budgets as a 
priority as Nation’s 2019 fiscal year 
begins Oct. 1, which is the last day of 
the session.

Congress will consider various 
other legislative bills and resolu-
tions, as well as individuals subject 
to confirmation consideration for the 
Nation’s boards or appointed govern-
ment positions.

As of Aug. 30, filed legislation up 
for Congressional consideration in-
cludes:

• ONCA 18-32 (sponsored by 
Congressman Archie Mason): A 
$1.4 million appropriation bill 
to appropriate funding to the 
Grayhorse Village Committee 
for additional costs to build 
a new community building.

• ONCA 18-33 (Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards): An $8.1 
million appropriation to 
replenish the Nation’s higher 
education scholarship fund.

• ONCA 18-34 (Edwards): A 
$25,000 appropriation to 
replenish the Nation’s regional 
gathering fund available 
to Osage organizations to 
apply for funding to offset 

meeting costs for gathering 
events open to Osages.

• ONCA 18-35 (Edwards): 
A $450,000 appropriation 
to replenish the Nation’s 
burial assistance fund.

• ONCA 18-37 (Congressman and 
Second Speaker Joe Tillman): 
A bill to modify a previous 
appropriation bill (ONCA 
16-125) to reassign $400,000 
from improvements to the 
Legislative Branch offices to 
construction and construction-
related costs for a new 
Legislative Branch building.

• ONCA 18-38 (Tillman): A 
bill to modify a previous 
appropriation to reassign 
$500,000 appropriated to the 
capital asset and improvement 
fund (for remediation costs for 
Capitol Building improvements) 
to construction and construction-
related costs for a new 
Legislative Branch building.

• ONCA 18-39 (Tillman): A bill 
to amend Osage law to remove 
the Treasurer’s emergency fiscal 
authority and  
to remove the 10 percent limit 
on budget line item  
shifting.

• ONCR 18-22 (Congressional 
Speaker RJ Walker): A 
resolution to request the 
title to property in Skiatook 
(located at 205 S. Hominy) 
from Hilton Law Office.

For more information on the Con-
gressional session, filed legislation 
and to view the Congressional com-
mittee meeting calendar, visit the 
Legislative Branch website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/
congress-legislative-branch.

provided. Pre-registration is required, 
there will not be onsite registration.

Items to bring include tents, walk-
ing shoes, sleeping bags or blankets, 
warm clothing, toiletries for overnight 
stay, rain or snow gear, flashlights and 
chairs. Hudgins said the campout will 
proceed rain, sleet, snow or shine. 

“Our people walked from the Ohio 
basin to what is now the Osage Res-
ervation. Over the past nine years we 

have experienced what the journey 
might have been like for our ancestors 
from eastern Kansas. This year, on the 
tenth anniversary of this cultural fam-
ily event, we are excited to announce 
a new adventure,” Hudgins said in the 
release. “Please join us for the 10th 
Annual WahZhaZhe Cultural Encamp-
ment at our very own Bluestem Ranch.”

Register for the Cultural Encamp-
ment online at www.osagenation-nsn.
gov or email culturalcenter@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov. Call (918) 287-5555 for 
more information.

encampment 
–from Page 12

rOad wOrk 
–from Page 17

signals for the safety of other drivers 
and work crews.

The overall project is expected to be 
completed in early 2019, weather per-
mitting. Osage Nation drivers should 
expect delays in commute times and re-
sponse times for Emergency Vehicles.
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Portrait by Ryan RedCorn

Eddy Red Eagle Jr. was honored on Aug. 4 as 
one of the Osage Nation’s last remaining full 
bloods. The event took place at Wakon Iron 
Hall and more than 400 members of the com-
munity attended.

Portrait by Ryan RedCorn

Tommy Daniels was honored on Aug. 4 as 
one of the Osage Nation’s last remaining full 
bloods. The event took place at Wakon Iron 
Hall and more than 400 members of the com-
munity attended.

Portrait by Ryan RedCorn

Yvonne Lookout Wilson was honored on Aug. 
4 as one of the Osage Nation’s last remaining 
full bloods. The event took place at Wakon 
Iron Hall and more than 400 members of the 
community attended.

Portrait by Ryan RedCorn

Mongrain “Mogri” Lookout was honored on 
Aug. 4 as one of the Osage Nation’s last re-
maining full bloods. The event took place at 
Wakon Iron Hall and more than 400 mem-
bers of the community attended.

Portrait by Ryan RedCorn

William Samuel Fletcher was honored on 
Aug. 4 as one of the Osage Nation’s last re-
maining full bloods. The event took place at 
Wakon Iron Hall and more than 400 mem-
bers of the community attended.

Portrait by Ryan RedCorn

Elda June “Kimmie” Morrell McNiel was hon-
ored on Aug. 4 as one of the Osage Nation’s 
last remaining full bloods. The event took 
place at Wakon Iron Hall and more than 400 
members of the community attended.

Portrait by Ryan RedCorn

John Red Eagle was honored on Aug. 4 as 
one of the Osage Nation’s last remaining full 
bloods. The event took place at Wakon Iron 
Hall and more than 400 members of the com-
munity attended.

Portrait by Ryan RedCorn

Myron Red Eagle was honored on Aug. 4 as 
one of the Osage Nation’s last remaining full 
bloods. The event took place at Wakon Iron 
Hall and more than 400 members of the com-
munity attended.

Portrait by Ryan RedCorn

From left: Myron Red Eagle, Elda June “Kimmie” Morrell McNeil, Tommy Daniels, John Red Eagle and Yvonne 
Lookout Wilson.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage cooks from the community volunteered their time on Aug. 4 to cook a traditional Osage meal for more 
than 400 people to celebrate the last remaining Osage full bloods in the tribe.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Gifts were given by the Osage community to the eight remaining Osage 
full bloods that included a Pendleton blanket, plaque and scroll.

Full BlOOds 
–from Page 1

tell the cooks how deeply I ap-
preciate each of them and their 
selfless giving of themselves 
it is hard work but blessings 
abundantly will abide. From 
the bottom of my heart I love 
and thank you all.”

Organizers for the event in-
cluded the Northern California 
Osage Association, Mashunk-
ashey, Julie Malone, Danette 

Daniels, Ginger Hollis, Celena 
White, Asa Concha, Gene Den-
nison, former Principal Chief 
Jim Gray, Congressman Alice 
Goodfox, Congressman Scott 
Bighorse, Tincy Kari Irons 
Fish, and Jan Mansfield.

The Osage News will be 
writing a series of articles 
on the remaining full bloods, 
blood quantum and what it 
means to the Osage communi-
ty. Look for the articles in the 
October edition of the Osage 
News. 

Full Bloods
Honoring our




