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Osages take oaths of office
at Inauguration ceremony
Benny Polacca
Osage News
PONCA CITY, Okla. –
A new chapter in Osage
Nation government history started here on July
14 with Inauguration
Day for the elected government officials who
took their oaths of office
in front of their families, friends, fellow community members and
fellow Osages.
Osages
elected
or
re-elected to office in
the June 4 ON general
election and Osage Minerals Council election
took their oaths with ON
Supreme Court Chief
Justice Meredith Drent
presiding. Drent administered the oaths following her own swearing-in
conducted by outgoing
ON Trial Court Chief
Judge Marvin Stepson.
More than 100 people
attended the Nation’s inauguration ceremony in
the Osage Casino hotel’s
Elm Room, which was
also the venue for the

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear gives his address
at the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14 at the
Osage Casino in Ponca City.

Standing Bear makes
address at Inauguration,
adding ‘We can do more’
Benny Polacca
Osage News

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage elected officials sit on the front row and wait to take their oaths of office at the 2018
Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14 at the Osage Casino in Ponca City.

2014 and 2016 inaugurations. The event opened
with members from the
Harold Bigheart Smalley
American Legion Post
No. 198 posting the flag
colors, and opening songs
sung by an Osage drum
group.
Vann Bighorse, the
ON Language Department director, emceed

the event and introduced
students from the Osage
Language
Immersion
School who delivered a
“very special” invocation – The Lord’s Prayer
in the Osage language.
Bighorse
also
noted
the immersion school
students competed at
the Oklahoma Native
American Youth Lan-

PONCA CITY, Okla. – In his second inauguration
speech to the Osage Nation and community members, re-elected Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear lauded the Nation’s government history and
recognized several entities that supported the accomplishments made during his administration’s
first term in office.
Standing Bear and other elected officials took
their oaths of office on July 14 at the Ponca City
Osage Casino where more than 100 people attended the inauguration ceremony. Other Osages taking

guage Fair earlier this
year and “placed first in
their category” against
other tribes with fluent
language speakers.
The audience reacted
with a standing ovation,
cheers, and women’s lulus after the students’
performance.
“These
See Inauguration

See Address
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First class of Osage Nation Educational
Leadership Academy receive master’s degrees

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

ucation Department or other
service-based
departments
that reach Osage youth.
Dr. Alex Red Corn, an
Osage professor at KSU and
the driving force behind the
program said he was very
proud of each one of the graduates, the sacrifice they made
from their jobs and their families and looked forward to
their upcoming achievements
in education. He said the second class of the ONELA will
begin this fall.
“The program is intended
to train educational leaders
on the reservation while they
stayed in their positions at the
Nation and allow us to build
the capacity in Osage education,” Red Corn said.
He said the two-year master’s program pulled from
mainstream educational concepts and helped the students
learn in an Osage-specific context as it relates to working at
the Osage Nation.
Among the graduates were
two sisters, Mary Wildcat and
Dana Daylight. Wildcat is the
ON Education Department
director and her older sister,
Daylight, is a cultural curriculum specialist for the Nation’s
Wahzhazhi Early Learning
Academies. Both sisters look
forward to improving the education experience for Osage
youth. Amanda McKinley
was recently hired as the
second-grade teacher for the
Osage Language Immersion
School.
“We have such an opportunity to teach our Osage youth

The Fourth Osage Minerals Council take their oaths of office in their
OMC chambers on July 2.

—Continued on Page 7

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage News 2016 File Photo

RJ Walker has been elected by his
peers to serve as Congressional
Speaker of the Sixth Osage Nation
Congress.

RJ Walker
elected as ON
Congressional
Speaker by
colleagues

SKIATOOK, Okla. – Families and friends honored and
celebrated the first class of
the Osage Nation Educational
Leadership Academy at their
graduation today.
The graduates received
their Master of Science in Education Leadership from Kansas State University, which is
the first-ever partnership between a major university and
a tribal nation to advance the
education of its members who
are reservation-based.
Graduating
with
their
master’s degrees were Boyna Bear, Dana Daylight, Joni
Hall, Lauren Long, Amanda

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The first class of the Osage Nation Educational Leadership Academy,
a partnership between the Osage Nation and Kansas State University.
From left: Dana Daylight, Mary Wildcat, Coley Streater, Boyna Bear, Lauren Long, Cameron Pratt, Manon Taylor, Joni Hall and Amanda McKinley.

McKinley, Cameron Pratt,
Coley Streater, Manon Taylor and Mary Wildcat. All the

graduates work for the Osage
Nation and all work in some
capacity for the Nation’s Ed-

Fourth Osage Minerals Council
takes their oaths of office

Benny Polacca
Osage News

Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

RJ Walker is now Congressional Speaker after his fellow
Congress members elected
him to the position on July 14.
Walker (Pawhuska District)
received majority votes in the
officer election held during a
single-day special session just
hours after the newly elected Sixth ON Congress members took their oaths of office
during the inauguration ceremony that morning.
See Walker

The Fourth Osage Minerals
Council has been sworn in and
is now under new leadership.
After a cedar ceremony
led by former Principal Chief
John Red Eagle, Osage Nation Trial Court Judge Marvin Stepson administered the
oath of office July 2 before a
standing room only crowd in
the council’s chambers.
In the ensuing special session, Marsha Harlan was

—Continued on Page 6
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Native Youth in Food and Agriculture Summit
teaches youth about food sovereignty issues
Benny Polacca
Osage News
QUAPAW, Okla. – With livestock grazing, bees producing
honey and plants, fruits and
vegetables growing on the land
surrounding the Downstream
Casino Resort, the Quapaw
Tribe invested in greenhouse
and meat processing operations to bring food preparation
practices in-house.
By taking those initiatives,
the northeastern Oklahoma

tribal nation is cutting down
on food and horticultural costs
in directly providing several
of those staples to its casino
resort amenities, as well as
its tribal programs serving
Quapaw tribal members of all
ages. The Quapaw’s food sovereignty endeavors serve as a
must-see field trip for young
Native American students
who are interested in working
toward professions in those areas or serving their respective
tribal communities.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Five greenhouses are used by the Quapaw Tribe in growing plants and
vegetable produce near its Downstream Casino Resort in northeast Oklahoma.

The 2018 Native Youth in
Food and Agriculture Leadership Summit, comprised of
about 30 high school-age students, paid a visit to the Quapaw operations on June 12 to
view the operations, including
the tribe’s greenhouses, meat
processing plant and casino
where the students enjoyed a
catered lunch with several of
the fruits and vegetables and
meats coming from those operations. Now in its fifth year,
the summit – held June 7-14
at the University of Arkansas
School of Law in Fayetteville
– is open to Native students
(including Alaskan and Hawaiian Native students) ages
15-18 who are interested in
learning more about food and
agriculture practices and other related fields including
food law and policy, conservation practices and nutrition
and health.
Two summit instructors
with Osage Nation ties participated this year in discussing
food sovereignty topics with
the students. According to the
U.S. Food Sovereignty Alliance website, food sovereignty
is described as “ the right of
peoples to healthy and cultur-

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Students with the 2018 Native Youth in Food and Agriculture Leadership
Summit tour the Quapaw Tribe’s greenhouse operations during a field
trip for their education program on June 12.

ally appropriate food produced
through ecologically sound
and sustainable methods, and
their right to define their own
food and agriculture systems.”
“We hope to be inspiring the
next generation of agriculture
producers,” said Erin Parker,
research director and staff attorney for the Indigenous Food
and Agriculture Initiative,
which hosts the youth summit.
“We want (the students) to understand the variety of food
agriculture practices, (food)
law … this year, we let them
dig into those in a deeper way.”

FCC to reconsider allowing wireless
companies to forego tribal consultation
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

WASHINGTON — The
Federal
Communications
Commission is asking a federal court to put a temporary
hold on proceedings while it
reconsiders an order drawing ire from tribes across
the country
On July 2, FCC attorneys
filed a motion with the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit,
asking for an abeyance while
the commission reviews petitions challenging its Wireless
Infrastructure Streamlining
Order.
As published in the May
3 edition of the Federal Register, the final ver-

sion of the order will allow
wireless companies to forego tribal consultation before setting up small cell
wireless antennae.
Additionally, the changes now say that wireless
companies are no longer
legally obligated to pay upfront fees to tribes when
providing an opportunity to
comment on proposed cell
tower projects.
Tribes’ historical preservation offices often use those
fees to cover the costs of studies to determine whether the
proposed tower would impact
any historical sites.
The changes do not apply
to proposed cellular towers
that are near an airport or
are more than 200 feet tall.
“A number of parties have

petitioned the Commission
for administrative reconsideration…” wrote FCC Associate General Council Jacob
Lewis. “With the exception
of one petition, all of these
pending petitions for reconsideration raise at least one
of the two principal questions
presented by petitions for
this court to review, namely whether the Commission
erred in concluding that
small wireless facility deployments are exempt from
NHPA [National Historic
Preservation Act] and NEPA
[National
Environmental
Protection Act] review and
whether the Commission adequately consulted with Indian tribes.”
If the FCC’s motion is
granted, they would be re-

quired to provide regular
updates to the court on
the status of the reconsideration process.
The Osage Nation, Shawnee Tribe, Ponca Tribe, Delaware Nation, Otoe-Missouria
Tribe, Pawnee Nation and
the United Keetoowah Band
of Cherokee Indians filed a
petition in May, challenging the order. Since the initial filing, the Sac and Fox
Nation, Delaware Tribe of
Indians and Thlopthlocco Tribal Town have joined
the fray.
The Seminole Tribe of
Florida, the Omaha Tribe of
Nebraska, the South Dakota-based Crow Creek Sioux
Tribe and Natural Resources
Defense Council have filed
similar complaints.

Four areas of study covered
include agriculture business
and finance, planning for agricultural production, food law
and policy and nutrition and
health, she said.
Keir Johnson-Reyes (Osage)
participated in this year’s summit remotely from Northern
California where he lives with
his wife Glenda who recently
gave birth to their first child.
Johnson-Reyes, who grows
Osage corn, works for the Intertribal Agriculture Council
and helped plan the first-ever
Braiding the Sacred gathering
of traditional corn growers in
2017 at the Nation.
“As part of the Natural Resources track, I was asked
to be involved in an activity
called ‘Phone a Professional,’”
Johnson-Reyes said. “Students
called me at a specified time
and interviewed me utilizing
a question format. I was selected by a summit facilitator
to discuss my role with the
Intertribal Agriculture Council, where I serve 138 tribal
communities in California and
Nevada. I assist tribal communities and individuals with
planning assistance, resource
identification, USDA technical assistance, youth leadership development, and project
support for initiatives involving food sovereignty, natural
resources, community development, and interagency partnerships with tribes. I fielded
questions from the students
that touched on several of the
above areas.”
Electa Hare-RedCorn is a
doctoral student at the U of A in
See Food
—Continued on Page 17

Plaintiffs continue to wait for DNA testing results in Lintner case
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
It has been two years
since Reta Marie Lintner received word the Osage Nation planned to disenroll her
and every member within her
family from the Nation’s membership. She said it has been
a long and drawn out process
ever since, but she is willing
to submit to DNA testing if it
proves her family has Osage
heritage.
“I feel that once the DNA re-

sults are back, my family will
finally have definitive proof of
our Osage ancestry,” she said.
Lintner, 69, is one of 12
plaintiffs in the suit Osage
Nation v. Reta Marie Lintner, a case that began after
an ex-employee of the Osage
Nation membership department enrolled individuals who
were not Osage. The petition
for Lintner’s removal was first
filed in April 2016 after membership staff reviewed her file,
or a file of a family member,
and noticed a notation that
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said the person was not eligible for a CDIB.
Lintner claims that her
grandmother, Lola Brown,
was the illegitimate daughter
of Paschal F. Canville, an original Osage allottee.
“My grandmother used to
tell us stories about when her
dad came to see her, and you
know, it’s just been impossible up until now, without the
ancestry and the DNA to really prove it,” Lintner said. As
part of her defense, her attorneys have submitted affidavits
that are more than 100 years
old. The affidavits are from
Canville himself, the doctor
who delivered Brown, a neighbor, and a stagecoach driver.
Brown was born in 1888.
The judge in the case, Associate Judge Lee Stout, has
turned to DNA testing to prove
whether Lintner is, in fact, a
Canville descendant. According to the Nation’s membership law, a person must prove
they are of lineal descent from
an original allottee from the
1906 Osage Allotment Act to
enroll. Stout instructed the
AG’s office to contract with a
DNA testing facility and locate
Canville’s living descendants,
so their DNA can be compared
with that of Lintner.
Assistant Attorney General
Clint Patterson said that out
of the 19 to 20 Canville descendants they have identified, only
four or five have completed
the non-invasive DNA testing
(mouth swab) and they are all
female. He said the testing fa-

cility, Bio-Gene DNA Testing,
said they could not complete
the testing without a male participant. Patterson said a possible participant would submit
to testing but just hasn’t done
so yet; another said the facility is too far and they could not
complete the drive, and one
elder he spoke with “flat out
refused.”
Stout asked Patterson if it
would be possible for the testing facility to send employees
to the descendants, to make
the testing process more accessible. Patterson said he would
inquire.
“We want to make this as accommodating as we can,” Stout
said. “Surely there has got to
be some resources available
unless they’re living out in the
middle of Alaska … it seems
like we need to be reaching out
to them since they can’t reach
the testing facility.”
According to the American
Indian & Alaska Native Genetics Resource Center, tribes
are turning more and more
to DNA testing as they define
their own membership laws.
The site provides information
on what tribes should look for
in DNA testing facilities and
what genetic testing proves.
Ph.D. Jessica Bardill (Cherokee), writes that there is no genetic test to determine which
tribe an individual is or if they
are even Native American, but
there are tests that look at
paternity or grandparentage,
which “can be useful because
they can evaluate possible bi-

ological relationships between
an individual and current tribal members. Other kinds of
genetic tests, such as genetic
ancestry testing, are less useful because they provide much
less specific information about
relatedness between individuals.”
An attorney for Lintner,
Aubra Drybread of Skiatook-based Hilton Law Group,
said she was recently contacted by one of Lintner’s family
members who had received
their results from an ancestry website she believed to be
Ancestry.com. She said their
results linked them with Canville family members and
members of the Tayrien family, another Osage family in the
Pawhuska area.
“I know that both parties
are anxious to find out what
the results of this are, as am
I,” Stout said. “I know the
Osage Nation, you guys are
kind of on the slow side of this
whole thing but we need to
help try and foster this along
so that we can get some kind
of resolution. That’s encouraging that somebody was able
to…there is some relationship
with the Canvilles, but we just
don’t know what yet, so, that’s
interesting.”
Stout scheduled the next
hearing for Sept. 5 at 1:30 p.m.
For more information on the
American Indian & Alaska Native Genetics Resource Center,
visit http://genetics.ncai.org/.
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Sixth ON Congress forms committees for 2018-2019
Potts (chair), Edwards
and Brandy Lemon.

Benny Polacca
Osage News

• The Rules, Ethics and
Engrossment Committee
duties include researching
and proposing amendments and additions to the
Congressional rules, engrossing all bills referred
by the Speaker before a
final vote of the Congress
and to ensure legislative
compliance with Article
X of the ON Constitution (Code of Ethics) and
any ethics rules of the
Congress and Osage law.
Rules, Ethics and Engrossment Committee members are: Pratt (chair),
Goodfox and Stabler.

The Sixth Osage Nation
Congress set its committee
structure as part of its first
orders of business on July 14
during a one-day special session.
After the morning’s inauguration at the Ponca City Osage
Casino, the newly sworn-in
Congress members ventured
to Pawhuska for its first special session in the Osage Nation Capitol Building at 3 p.m.
The new Congress members
signed a legislative proclamation to call for the special
session after the inauguration
ceremony ended.
The 12 Congressional members met in caucus for the
members to sign up for the
various Congressional select
and standing committees,
which typically meet to initially consider legislative items
and budgets. The Congress
voted unanimously to set the
committee list, which will
stand until the 2019 Hun-Kah
Session ends.
The select and standing
committees also briefly met
that day to select the respective committee officers and
those newly formed select committees are:
• The Congressional Affairs
Committee is chaired
by the Second Speaker, according to the ON
Congressional rules,
who is Congressman Joe
Tillman with Congressman RJ Walker serving
as Speaker following an
election by the 12 Congress members earlier in
the session. With Tillman
as chairman, the other
Congressional Affairs
Committee members are:
Angela Pratt (vice chair),
Scott BigHorse, Archie
Mason and Eli Potts.
• The Appropriations
Committee is comprised
of one member elected by
each of the Congressional standing committees,
per Congressional rules.
This committee’s duties

Per Congressional rules,
Congressional standing committees’ subject matter jurisdiction extends to all matters
reasonably comprehended in
the name of the committee.
A committee’s particular jurisdiction extends to any bill,
resolution, confirmation (of
individuals appointed for ON
boards or officer positions) or
other measure referred to it by
the Congress including budgets. The new standing committees are:
• Commerce, Gaming and
Land: Whitehorn (chair),
Tillman (vice chair),
Stabler (Appropriations
representative), Goodfox, Lemon and Pratt.
• Education: John Maker
(chair), Potts (vice chair),
Edwards (Appropriations), BigHorse, Goodfox and Archie Mason.
Courtesy photo Osage Nation Congress

The Congressional committee list for the 2017-2018 fiscal year.

include monitoring all
appropriation legislation
filed in Congress, review
financial reports by the
ON Treasurer and business enterprises and issue
reports regularly on the
fiscal status of the Nation
to the Congress. Appropri-

ation Committee members
are: Maria Whitehorn
(chair), Eli Potts (vice
chair), Paula Stabler,
BigHorse, Shannon Edwards and Alice Goodfox.
• The Membership Committee duties include ensuring
the ON membership roll

is properly maintained
by the Membership Office
and to recommend rules
and regulations to the
Congress as necessary to
regulate membership and
a correct roll of enrolled
Osages. Membership
Committee members are:

• Culture: Pratt (chair),
Maker (vice chair), BigHorse (Appropriations),
Mason and Stabler.
• Governmental Operations:
Edwards (chair), BigHorse (vice chair), Potts
(Appropriations), Maker,
Pratt and Whitehorn.
• Health and Social Services: Mason (chair), Stabler (vice chair), Goodfox
(Appropriations), Lemon,
Tillman and Walker.

Osage LLCs meet for first-ever summit
Benny Polacca
Osage News

In a first of its kind meeting,
members from the Osage Limited Liability Company boards
met on July 25 in Pawhuska
for a summit to introduce their
business entities and current
status.
The Osage Nation Environmental Solutions (ONES)
LLC board hosted the summit in a special meeting at the
Pawhuska Business Development Center with board members and other government
officials and community members present.
Board Chairman Eddy Red
Eagle Jr. moderated the summit meeting and said its purpose is to get “clarity of where
we stand today… and to give
everyone an assessment of
how they see themselves going
into this next time period.”

Tallgrass Economic
Development LLC

Tallgrass Board Chairman
Jim Parris introduced the
board and said he recently met
with David Conrad, chief executive officer of ONES, to see if
the entities could have a joint
request for a special session
of the Sixth ON Congress in
August to discuss requests for
appropriations to fund their
upcoming respective business
endeavors and operations. Parris said the joint request is being made at the suggestion of
Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn (currently chairwoman of
the Congressional Appropriations and Commerce, Gaming and Land committees)
and Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear versus individual requests.
Parris said Osage LLC and

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Tallgrass LLC Board Chairman Jim Parris speaks at the first-ever summit meeting of the Osage Nation LLC boards on July 26, which included the Bluestem Ranch LLC and Osage Nation Environmental Solutions LLC.

Tallgrass are joined, with
Osage LLC having the companies generating the revenues
and operating expenses and
Tallgrass pays the overhead
expenses. He said Tallgrass
is nearing the end of some
construction and technology
work contracts at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., and Tinker
Air Force Base. Due to underbidding on past projects
conducted by former LLC
management, Parris said Tallgrass is now looking at asking
for more funding to continue
its operations.
Parris said one possible
plan is to ask Congress for a
$600,000 appropriation that
would be put into a bank certificate of deposit “and the
bank would give us short-term
cash of $600,000 and we would
apply for a long-term guaran-

teed (Bureau of Indian Affairs)
loan in Washington, D.C., that
would be approved by them
for $2 (million) to $3 million
… That’s one way to do it, it
doesn’t have to be, other options have been discussed with
the Treasurer’s office.”
In its final special session
held June 5, the Fifth ON
Congress approved of appointing a third-party agent – accounting firm Baker Tilly – to
assess the financial status of
Tallgrass LLC and its entities. Parris told the summit he
hoped to have “a better feel” of
the Tallgrass LLC status when
the report is issued possibly in
early August and to revisit options with the two Congressional committees and Standing
Bear’s office.

Bluestem Ranch LLC

Board Chairman Jim Perri-

er said the ranch board started
in 2016 when the 43,000-acre
ranch sale was finalized and
noted the ranch operations
started from scratch with no
tools or equipment, “all we
had was grass and we have
purchased
roughly
about
$270,000 worth of equipment.
We bought 1,500 head of cows
worth probably around $3 million, we’re still buying cows.”
On operation funding, Perrier said: “Right now, we have
money to operate if we don’t
get any more, we have it set
aside for that and we’re just
trying to build assets and our
goal at the end is try to get
the whole ranch stocked with
tribal cows, right now we’re
just about half-way there …
and so far, we feel very fortunate of what we’ve done. Our
No. 1 deal? Make money, if we

don’t make money, we don’t
exist. It’s just like all our board
members – we all come from a
ranching family and if we don’t
make money, we don’t get to
eat that food on the table that
evening.”

ONES LLC

Conrad said ONES changed
its name from the former
Osage Nation Energy Services
LLC to the current Environmental Solutions – to reflect
its ongoing business focuses
including environmental analysis and assessments, technical studies and infrastructural
permitting for anything that
has a federal permit or National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) clearance.
See Summit
—Continued on Page 15
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Maria Tallchief to be inducted into
National Native American Hall of Fame
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Famed Osage Prima Ballerina, Maria Tallchief, is among
the first group of honorees to
be inducted into the National
Native American Hall of Fame.
Tallchief and 11 other legendary Native Americans will
be inducted in an Oct. 13 ceremony at the Phoenix Indian
Memorial Hall in Phoenix,
Ariz. According to the NNAHF
website, the endeavor is 10
years in the making. A board

Courtesy Photo

Maria Tallchief will be inducted
into the National Native American
Hall of Fame on Oct. 13 in Phoenix,
Ariz.

of directors carefully selected
30 nominees and then left it
up to the public to vote for the
first 12 inductees. The board’s
final decision was based on
accomplishments, leadership,
legacy, contributions to Indian
Country, mentorship and sacrifice, according to the website.
Tallchief, who died in 2013
at the age of 88, is considered
America’s first prima ballerina. She starred in George
Balanchine’s “Firebird,” which
catapulted her career in 1949.
She was the first Sugar Plum
Fairy in Balanchine’s 1952
original production of “The
Nutcracker.” She also starred
in “Orpheus” and “Scotch Symphony,” among many others.
The daughter of Alex Tall
Chief (Osage) and Ruth (Porter) Tall Chief (non-Osage), her
early life was spent in Fairfax,
Okla., a town five miles west of
the Grayhorse Indian Village,
one of the Osage Nation’s three
cultural districts. She later
moved to Los Angeles with

her family where she continued her ballet education. She
moved to New York City at the
age of 17 and made it to the
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo,
where she danced from 1942
to 1947. But it was her role
with the New York City Ballet
from 1948 to 1965 that she is
most remembered for. She was
the first American to dance at
Moscow’s Bolshoi Theater and
the first American to dance
with the Paris Opera Ballet.
She later served as artistic
director for the Lyric Opera
Ballet in Chicago and later
founded the Chicago City Ballet, of which she was also the
artistic director. She has been
inducted into the National
Women’s Hall of Fame, she
has received a National Medal of Arts, and in 1996 she
was one of five recipients of a
Kennedy Center Honor for lifetime achievement for her contribution to American culture,
where legendary ballet dancer Mikhail Baryshnikov paid
tribute to her.
In Oklahoma, June 29, is
known as “Maria Tallchief
Day.
The 12 inductees to the National Native American Hall of
Fame include:
• Elouise Cobell, Blackfeet
activist from Montana,
was the lead plaintiff
in the class action lawsuit Cobell vs. Salazar,
a groundbreaking lawsuit against the U.S.
government for mismanagement of Native
American trust funds.
• LaDonna Harris, Comanche and from Oklahoma, is the founder and
president for Americans
for Indian Opportunity,
a nonprofit dedicated
to indigenous rights.
• John Herrington, the
Chickasaw astronaut
who was the first Native
American to go into space.
• Allan Houser, legendary Apache sculptor
who was said to be one
of the most influential
Modernist sculptors
of the 20th century.

Photo by Jack Mitchell/Getty Images

Maria Tallchief performing “Firebird” at the NYC Ballet on September 19, 1963.

• Wilma Mankiller, the
first woman to be chief
of the Cherokee Nation.
• Jim Thorpe, legendary Sac
and Fox athlete who was
the first Native American
to win Olympic gold. He
won Olympic gold medals
in the Pentathlon and
Decathlon in 1912. He was
named by the Associated
Press as the “greatest
athlete” of the first 50
years of the 20th century.

• Billy Mills, Oglala Lakota
from South Dakota, who
was the first American
and first person in the
Western Hemisphere to
win Olympic gold in 1964
in the 10,000-meter run.
• Lori Piestewa, Hopi from
Arizona, she is the first
Native American woman
to die in combat while
serving in the U.S. military and the first woman
killed in the Iraq War.

• Maria Tallchief, Osage
from Oklahoma, was
the first Native American to attain the title
“prima ballerina.”
• N. Scott Momaday, Kiowa from Oklahoma, won
a Pulitzer Prize in fiction for his book, “House
Made of Dawn.” This
book is considered the
beginning of the Native
American Renaissance.

Amanda McKinley joins Osage
Language Immersion School staff
Osage News
Amanda McKinley is the
new second-grade teacher for
the Osage Language Immersion School. She will begin
working with her new students
after they return from summer
break on Aug. 13.
“I’m excited about Mrs.
McKinley joining our teaching family at the Immersion
School and think she’ll be an
incredible resource and asset
to our students, staff, parents,
and community members,”
said David Webb, the school’s
Headmaster. “In addition to
her educational pedigree, Mrs.
McKinley’s desire to preserve
and perpetuate the Osage language will be a very valuable
attribute that she’ll bring to
the Immersion School.”
The 2017-2018 school year
will be the first year the
school offers second grade and
McKinley is proud to be part of
the school’s growth and history. Webb said that the school
will also be transitioning to
the Reggio Emilia Approach–
an educational philosophy
that is student-centered and
self-directed. The program
is based on principles of respect, responsibility, and community through exploration
and discovery.
“I believe that Mrs. McKinley will play a vital role in
that transition,” he said. “The
school is blessed to have such
an exceptional educator!”
McKinley, Osage and from

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Amanda McKinley is the new second grade teacher for the Osage
Language Immersion School.

the Grayhorse District, just
received her Master of Science
in Education Leadership from
Kansas State University and
is a former Student Advocate
for the Nation’s Education Department where she monitored
and tracked Osage student
progress in the Osage County
public school system. She has
also worked as a teacher at
the Osage Nation Head Start
in Pawhuska.
She said it was a hard decision to leave her Student Advocate post because she had
invested so much time working with the students and she
also enjoyed working with Education Director Mary Wildcat, and didn’t want to leave
her shorthanded. However,
she strongly believes in the

Immersion School’s mission
and three of her five children
attend the Immersion School.
“I believe in what the Immersion School is trying to accomplish, and I look forward
to working with our students,”
she said. “It’s exciting to be
able to teach our Osage children and be part of their development. It’s important for
these children to know their
Osage culture, language and
history as they move forward
in their studies.”
She will also be teaching
alongside her mother, Paula
Martinez, who joined the Immersion School staff in 2017
as the first-grade teacher.
Martinez was also named the
2017 Oklahoma Council on
Indian Education’s Teacher of
the Year. Martinez said it has
been a dream of hers to work
alongside her daughter. She
hopes that together they can
help to strengthen the school
and further the success of
their students.
According to the National
Indian Education Association
on the importance of Native
teachers in classrooms, “Native students are more likely to
thrive when Native languages, cultures, and histories
are present and celebrated in
the classroom. As an integral
component of culture-based
education, Native languages
are key to the success of Native students in the classroom
and beyond.”

Courtesy Photo

Manon Taylor, Osage Nation WIC Director.

Osage WIC Director
receives National
WIC Association
Leadership Award
Geneva HorseChief-Hamilton
ON Communications
The National Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Annual Leadership Conference awarded Osage Nation WIC
Director Manon Taylor the National WIC Association Leadership Award in April. Taylor was recognized for, “unparalleled excellence and service to WIC participants.”
“(Working for WIC) is very rewarding with many opportunities to collaborate and become more knowledgeable. My
staff is amazing and they are all hard workers who deliver
See Award
—Continued on Page 16
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Osage Language
Immersion School finishes
second school year

–from Page 1

unanimously elected the council’s new chairwoman and Andrew Yates was unanimously
elected second chairman.
“I don’t think I’ve ever sat
on this side of the room,” said
Third Minerals Council chairman Everett Waller with a
grin after Harlan was tabbed
as his successor.
With new leadership in
place, the council voted to
add committees – and tweak
some existing ones – in an attempt to better manage the
minerals estate.
Among the new committees formed are Natural
Gas, Business and Economic Development, and Oil and
Gas Legislation.
“We need oil and gas laws
on our tribe’s books,” Councilwoman Margo Gray said.
“They are 12 years overdue.”
Additionally, what was the
Media Committee is now the
Technology Committee. Along
with updating the council’s
information technology infrastructure, the committee has
also been tasked with publishing the council’s newsletter on
a more frequent basis.
“There are a lot of voters out
there who said they were not
informed about what’s been
going on here, especially in the
last couple of years,” Councilman Myron Red Eagle said. “I
talked to some people in California and Texas who said
they’d like to see more editions
of the newsletter. We used to
send it out every quarter.”
Both Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Congressional Speaker Angela
Pratt were on hand to offer their congratulations to
the new council and express
their
respective
branches’ interest in collaboration
and cooperation.
“My office is open,” Chief
Standing Bear said. “We will
stay out of your business, but
we are here to help you.”

Osage News
The Osage Language Immersion School has finished its second school year and students are currently on summer break.
Starting on Aug. 13, the school will be back in session to
begin its third year, with eight children in Kindergarten, 10
children in first grade and 10 children in second grade. The
school also has classes for children ages 0 to 2 years old, 2 to 3
years old, and 3 to 4 years old. There are currently 27 Osage
children on the waiting list for the Immersion School, said
David Webb, Headmaster for the school.
For more information on the Immersion School, call (918)
287-3354 or visit their website at https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/immersion-school

All Photos Osage News

The Osage Language Immersion School Pre-K class. Missing from the
photo is Signy RedCorn and Izhinke Jacobs.

Cody Hammer/ON Communications

FROM TOP RIGHT DOWN: Re-elected Councilman Everett Waller
steps forward for a cedar ceremony before he is sworn into office on
July 2.

The Osage Language Immersion School Kindergarten class.

Cody Hammer/ON Communications

Former Principal Chief John Red
Eagle conducts a cedar ceremony for the incoming Fourth Osage
Minerals Council members, which
included his younger brother Myron Red Eagle.
LENZY KREHBIEL-BURTON/Osage News

Councilwoman Susan Forman raises her right hand to take her oath
of office to serve on the Fourth
Osage Minerals Council on July 2.
LENZY KREHBIEL-BURTON/Osage News

Councilman Everett Waller waits
to sign his oath of office from former ON Trial Court Judge Marvin
Stepson. Stepson officially retired
on July 14.

Walker

–from Page 1

First elected by Osage voters in 2012, Walker is in the
middle of his second Congressional term after winning
re-election in 2016. This is his
first time serving as Speaker.
He has previously served as
chair of Congressional committees, including Governmental
Operations and Health and
Social Services. Before serving
on Congress, Walker worked
as the Nation’s Roads Department director since 2002.
Walker has served on other community boards, including as chairman of the Osage
County Industrial Authority Board. During his board
service, Walker said a joint
collaboration between the Nation, the City of Pawhuska
and Tri-County Technology
Center resulted in building
the Pawhuska Business Development Center, which is used
today for higher education
classes, training and beginning incubator business space.
Walker also served on a committee for the Nation’s Master Campus Plan that helped
develop the plan for new ON
government buildings, which

The Osage Language Immersion School First Grade class. Missing
from the photo is Pehan RedCorn.

has resulted in the two Phase
I structures to house several government departments.
Walker lives in Pawhuska
with his wife Kristina Walker
and their five children.
Also that day, the Congress
members elected Joe Tillman
to serve as Second Speaker.
This is the first time Tillman
has served as Second Speaker
and he has also held committee
chair duties including Rules
and Ethics and Engrossment.
The special session, held
for Congressional officer elections and to form Congressional committees, started with
nominees for the top two posts.
Congresswoman Alice Goodfox
nominated Walker and Tillman nominated Shannon Edwards for Speaker.
“This is my sixth year on the
Congress, I’ve chaired committees I think every year I’ve
been on the Congress. I feel
that I would be fair and impartial, I feel I’ve proven to be a
good chair to lead a productive
meeting, keep things in order.
I’m open to constructive criticism if you have it, I don’t get
my feelings hurt very easily. I
would work well with the Executive Branch – wouldn’t be
a tool of the Executive Branch

– but I would work collaboratively with the Executive
Branch and I feel like it’s time
for me to step up and take
bigger leadership within Congress. It’s not a position I’ve
sought after, lobbied for, but I
do feel it’s my time and I would
appreciate your vote.”
“I’ve wanted to be in the
Speaker role for a one-year
term because I believe everyone on the Congress ought to
be a Speaker,” Edwards said.
“The Speaker’s role is about
process, about getting us
through the day, about getting
us through our legislation like
we’re supposed to take care of,
particularly in this upcoming
session where we have new
members ... I’ve been the chair
of appropriations (committee),
I’ve been the chair of rules
(and ethics and engrossment
committee) … I’d like to give
you all a little bit of the experience I’ve had being a judge
and being on this Congress for
12 years and knowing how to
make process work.”
Congressional Clerk Shana
Walker asked the Congress
members to vote for their
Speaker choices through a
show of raised hands per Congressional rules. RJ Walker

received eight votes and Edwards received four. Voting for
Walker were Paula Stabler,
Angela Pratt, Scott BigHorse,
Goodfox, Brandy Lemon, John
Maker and Archie Mason and
Walker (himself). Edwards
received votes from herself,
Tillman, Maria Whitehorn and
Eli Potts.
“I appreciate it, it’s an honor to be up here and I admire
all of you who have served
(as Speaker in prior years) –
Congresswoman Whitehorn,
Congressman Mason, Congresswoman Pratt - I hope to
follow in your footsteps and
utilize what I’ve seen you guys
do,” Walker said after moving from his Congressman
seat to the Speaker’s seat in
the Capitol Building. He then
took over the presiding duties,
which included the election for
Second Speaker.
For
Second
Speaker
nominees,
Goodfox
nominated Pratt, Maker nominated Mason and Edwards
nominated Tillman. Pratt
withdrew herself from the nominees to be considered without
any objections.
Mason, also a three-term
Congressman since 2006 and
the first elected Speaker, also

recalled seeing the prior Congressional members help develop the Legislative Branch
and its offices and said he is
aware of the challenges ahead
and it’s a “busy, busy position.”
Tillman said his first year on
the Congress was a learning
experience and “huge learning curve” and he’s seen the
work and duties performed by
past Second Speakers and also
felt it’s time to assume more
duties and he is honored by
the nomination.
The Second Speaker vote
resulted in a 6-6 tie twice,
prompting three voting rounds.
“By rule, the way I remember,
we vote again,” Walker said in
calling for two more rounds.
Tillman won the third round
of voting with seven votes
from Lemon, Edwards, BigHorse, Whitehorn, Tillman
(himself), Stabler and Potts.
Tillman (Grayhorse District)
is a former ON division leader for the education and culture departments as part of
the former Executive Branch
organization. After the votes,
Mason addressed the two
new Congressional officers: “I
wish to pledge my support to
Congressman Tillman and to
you, sir.”
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about our Nation, as well as other tribal nations,” McKinley said. “I look forward to bringing the education I received
from this master’s program to the classroom for our Osage
students. I’m very excited about that.”
Osage Nation WIC Director, Manon Taylor, was one of
the students who spoke at the graduation. She said that
being the oldest graduate in the class was proof that education is a lifelong pursuit and the relationships she formed
with the other graduates is something she will continue
to foster.
“I’ve learned so much ... and we’re a lot closer and we’ve
worked on projects together for the Nation with collaborations, and hopefully we’re going to enrich all the children’s
lives at the Nation,” she said.
The classes were held on the Osage Nation campus in
Pawhuska, and KSU professors drove to Pawhuska for
class or they taught remotely. Among the professors was
Dr. David Thompson, Department Chair of Educational
Leadership at KSU; Dr. Robert Hachiya, associate professor in Educational Leadership; Dr. Donna Augustine
Shaw, associate professor in Educational Leadership and
Red Corn. Melvina Prather was recognized for her work as
the liaison for the program.
Boyna Bear, who does not live in Osage County said the
commute from Tulsa was easy, given the fact that he could
listen to his readings in the car before class and after class,
he took that time to reflect on what he had learned on the
hour drive home.
“The motivation behind everyone in the cohort is better
educational opportunities and culturally relevant opportunities for our students, for Osage students specifically,”
Bear said. “It’s such a unique perspective and such an important one that we need to think about as Osage people,
as Native American people…the program is built on a care
for our people. The students in the cohort, their cultural
knowledge was across the spectrum, but everything felt
safe…you were safe to ask questions and it tapped into the
people who knew a lot about our culture and we were able
to tap into that in how to better serve our kids and how
that comes to the forefront of our minds as we educate.”

All Photos by Shannon Shaw Duty / Osage News

Dr. Alex Red Corn addresses the graduates and their families at the
graduation ceremony on July 8 at the Osage Casino & Hotel in Skiatook. Red Corn is the driving force behind the partnership between
the Osage Nation and Kansas State University.

A graduate wears a plume on her graduation cap at the graduation ceremony for the Osage Nation Educational Leadership
Academy, a partnership between the Osage Nation and Kansas
State University.

–from Page 1
office included Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn
and the six members of the ON
Congress who were all elected
or re-elected in the June 4 general election.
“Since 1906, we have grown
from 2,229 people to 21,332 as
of this June,” Standing Bear
told the attendees. “Our people
reside throughout the United
States and abroad. As Principal Chief of the Osage Nation,
I am proud to have the honor and privilege to have been
re-elected to lead this great
Nation. All the accomplishments of our administration
could not have been possible
without the Assistant Chief,
our staff and all the employees
who’ve done a remarkable job
in taking the vision we have
presented and bringing it to
life.”
In his prepared remarks,
Standing Bear said the ON
Congress support for his administration’s projects “was instrumental and will remain so
as we continue forward” and he
also thanked gaming officials
and employees who work for
the Nation’s seven-Osage Casino gaming enterprise, which
brings in the majority of the
Nation’s tribal funding used to
support the three-branch government operations.
“Over the past four years,
the Executive Branch and the
Osage Congress, working together, have achieved many
great accomplishments for the
Wah-Zha-Zhi people,” Standing Bear said. “Each year, we
have ensured enough funding
is committed to our higher
education scholarships, our
health benefit card, our Medicare supplement programs
and our burial assistance …
After this funding is committed, the Congress and Chief
must find a way to answer all
the other needs of our people
within the limits of available
funding, this is a difficult process and continues throughout
the year.”
“The results are what we
see here today,” Standing
Bear said. “Funding has been
provided for Social Services,
health programs, law enforcement, courts and every other aspect of our government.
These efforts resulted in quality pre-schools and the development of a new education
curriculum based on science,
technology, engineering, art
and math (STEAM). Throughout our educational efforts,
our Osage language has been
our central focus, our language program has developed
a revolutionary use of modern technology. This technology is showcased in a new
computer application, which

we can use on computers or
mobile devices.”
The inauguration ceremony included an invocation
delivered by students in the
Osage Language Immersion
School – The Lord’s Prayer

“…but what really
matters are the beliefs
and respect for one
another and oneself.”
–Geoffrey Standing Bear
in Osage. This year, the immersion school is hitting its
two-year anniversary and will
begin offering a second-grade
class starting Aug. 13. “It is
overwhelming to hear our
language spoken by children
in prayer and conversation,”
Standing Bear said.
Incoming Congress members elected to serve fouryear terms, like Red Corn and
Standing Bear, include Scott
BigHorse, Eli Potts, Alice
Goodfox, Angela Pratt, Brandy Lemon and Paula Stabler.
Also, that day, the three Supreme Court Justices, retained
by majority votes in the election, took their oaths to each
serve another four-year term.
Returning to the Supreme
Court bench are Chief Justice
Meredith Drent and Associate
Justices Drew Pierce and Elizabeth Lohah Homer.
Standing Bear recognized
the work of all past traditional leaders, elected and appointed Osage leaders and the
various Osage families “who
have brought us this far and
helped us to make this Osage
Nation great. We continue to
respect our prior history of
government, he said. “This
history includes our ancient
clan system, our 1881 Constitution, our 1906 Act former
government and the work of
our Osage Government Reform Commission … and for
12 years, we have governed
ourselves by (the 2006) Constitution consisting of three
branches of government – the
legislative, the judicial and the
executive – and each carries
out their functions.”
Standing Bear noted the
2006 Osage Constitution is
unique and stands away from
other states and Nations’ constitutions, including the U.S.
Constitution. “Our constitution recognizes the blessings
of Wah-kon-tah and describes
our territory as established
by treaties with the United
States of America. This territory includes, but not limited
to, air, water, surface lands,
subsurface lands, our Minerals Estate and all of our
natural resources.”
“The Constitution also recognizes the Osage Minerals

Council as an independent
agency within the sovereign
protections of federal law and
Osage Nation law. This Constitution affirms the sole authority of the Osage Minerals
Council over our Minerals
Estate in accordance with the
1906 Act.”
Standing Bear acknowledged accomplishments made
during his first term with the
support of other government
officials and the ON Congress. “Working together, we
have been very successful in
building our land base, establishing new wellness centers,
new shelter for victims of domestic violence, building new
traditional dance arbors.”
One event Standing Bear is
proud of is the collaborative
effort with the Congress, Red
Corn, the Gaming Enterprise
Board and himself to successfully purchase the 43,000-acre
Bluestem Ranch in 2016.
In moving forward, Standing Bear said: “We can do more
– Osage veterans, elders and
our healthcare system are areas that need more work. We
have talented Osages working
on these projects. We are presently in discussions on how to
preserve the rights of water
within the state of Oklahoma … We’ve also opened up
community relationships to
re-establish territory in our
ancient homelands in Missouri. We also want to negotiate a
new gaming compact with the
state of Oklahoma. These are
important events in the next
few years.”
In closing, Standing Bear
said: “We will continue to grow
in numbers and in learning the
best way to help each other …
We will keep our Wah-Zha-Zhi
language everywhere. Teaching young and old is saving
our language in a critical moment. Without any effort, our
language will be lost forever. I
intend to make sure this does
not happen. This is my third
form of government of the
Osage in my life (the 1906 Act
form, the short-lived National
Council in the 1990s and now
the 2006 Constitutional government). I’ve observed many
debates in each form of government – some very intense
– but what we remember is
what comes out of our government, which is good for us and
the Osages yet to come. Many
of us were fortunate to hear
the words of our elders passing on the ancient teachings.
What I learned is that forms
of government are important, but what really matters
are the beliefs and respect for
one another and oneself. I can
still hear them saying to us
‘be good to one another.’ This
teaching applies to any of our
governments no matter what
form it takes.”

ON Election Board issues
fines for deficiencies on first
campaign reporting statements
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Sisters, Dana Daylight and Mary Wildcat, finished the program together and earned their Master of Science in Education Leadership
through the Osage Nation Educational Leadership Academy, a cohort with Kansas State University.

Boyna Bear and his family pose for photos by the Osage Nation
seal. He and nine other Osage tribal members received their Master of Science in Education Leadership through the Osage Nation Educational Leadership Academy cohort with Kansas State
University.

Just over two weeks following the Osage Nation’s
June 4 general election, the
ON Election Board revisited
the first campaign reporting
statements submitted by the
19 candidates who ran for office and issued fines for those
with deficient reports.
On June 19, the Election
Board revisited the first
round of candidate reporting
statements to issue fines for
those with deficient reports
required by all candidates to
report their campaign donations and expenditures.
Election Supervisor Alexis Rencountre told the board
the first round of deficient
reports contained different
degrees of deficiencies and
those reports were then considered on a one-by-one basis
for action. Per the ON election rules and regulations,

candidates, individuals or
groups who are deemed to
have violated the rules and
regulations shall be subject to a fine of up to $1,000,
which includes rules for campaign reporting statements.
The board approved the
following candidates fines
for deficiencies on their first
campaign reporting statements:
• Board member Terry
Hazen motioned that
Congressional candidate
Michael Kidder receive a
$25 fine for mathematical errors on his report.
• Hazen motioned that
Congressional candidate
Geneva Horsechief-Hamilton receive a $25 fine
for mathematical
errors on her report.
• Acting board member
Anita Fields motioned
that Assistant Principal Chief candidate

7

Otto Hamilton receive a
$100 fine for not listing campaign expenditures correctly and
mathematical errors.
• Board chairwoman Shannon Lockett motioned
that Congressional candidate Brandy Lemon be
fined $75 for mathematical errors found on the
second submission of her
initial campaign reporting statement. Lockett
said more deficiencies
were found on Lemon’s
report after corrections
were made the first
time and she did not
believe the newer deficiencies were an effort
to disregard the rules.
• Lockett motioned that
Congressional candidate
Clair Wood receive a
See Fines
—Continued on Page 17
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Osage Nation Museum hosts first
Osage Youth Open Mic Series

Dancers from Osage-owned Dance
Maker Academy perform a short
piece.

Jewel Santini performing a dramatic acting piece.

Morgan Kidder
Osage News
The Osage Nation Museum
and Osage Nation STEAM
Program teamed up to give
students the opportunity to
express their talents to an
open audience.
The open-mic event, held
at the Osage Nation Museum
on July 21, was an opportunity for students to express
their artistic abilities through
all art forms. According to
the museum’s curator, Hallie

Winter, “There’s not anything
in our area that offers this for
[students], so we thought this
would be a good idea to start
a pilot program and hopefully
see it continue to grow.”
As the opening act, Pawhuska students from Dance Maker Academy showcased a ballet
piece they have performed on
two different occasions, said
the dancers Lilliana Guillen,
12, Faith Ratliff, 13, Camille
Barnett, 13, Carley Long, 14,
and Penny Adair, 17. The
Dance Maker director, Jenna

Isabella Holding showcasing a slide of her photography.

Smith, mentioned they “are
going into their fifth year.”
Sixteen-year-old Jewel Santini of Skiatook High School
performed a dramatic acting piece that addressed different life lessons. Santini
explained the subject of her
“script [is] worrying, because
everyone kind of overreacts
or they underreact and don’t
expect things to happen but
it always does when you least
expect it.” She delivered her
message through sometimes
humorous and dramatic words
and movements.
Next, twelve-year-old Isabella Holding of Hominy
Public Schools showcased her
photography, which ranged
from colorful nature images
to fun informal scenes with
her family.
Isabella’s 13-year-old brother August closed the event,
sharing his hand-sketched
drawings.
Winter and STEAM coordinator Jennifer Holding
thought the event was a success, with Winter saying, “We
think it was really good for
the first time. We were really
happy to have the ballet come
and perform for us and just the
different mediums that were
presented. It was a complete
range of things, so it wasn’t
just stuck on writing or art.
There was diversity of other
creative talents.” Holding said,
“Definitely, it was all art but
it was so different. The drama
piece, I thought was awesome.”
Don’t expect this to be the
last of the Osage Youth Open
Mic Series, Holding said. She
said they’re “hoping to have
[the open mic series] at least
two to three times a year”
and “the ballet is already
talking about more things they
can do.”

All Photos MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

ABOVE: Dancers from Osage-owned Dance Maker Academy perform a
short piece for the Osage Youth Open Mic Series.
BELOW: August Holding presenting his hand sketched drawings.

Questions arise after PSO cancels Wind Catcher
large saltwater spill Energy Connection project
on Bluestem Ranch
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Questions arose at the Osage
Congressional
Commerce,
Gaming and Land Committee
meeting on July 24, after the
members were informed of a
large saltwater spill on the
Bluestem Ranch.
Chair of the committee,
Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn, questioned Real Estate
Services director Melissa Currey about what the Nation’s
response is when environmental problems arise on Nation-owned lands.
Currey said she was notified
in April from Bluestem Ranch
Business Manager Amanda
Kendrick-Bartenhagen
that
the spill had occurred. From
recent photos she was sent,
the spill was contained but
the land needed remediation.
However, she said the Bureau

of Indian Affairs Osage Agency had not been forthcoming
when she asked for records
and instead instructed her to
make a FOIA request for any
records pertaining to the spill.
She said before she could move
forward with a solution she
needed more information.
Morgan Currey, an attorney
with the ON Attorney General’s office and Melissa Currey’s
daughter, said she could help
real estate services bypass any
red tape with the BIA, and
look at the regulations for environmental damage to lands.
She said at the very least the
Nation could ask for damages.
Whitehorn said in the future
maybe the Congress should
consider legislation to handle
situations of environmental
damage. “How are we going to
come together as a nation to
See Saltwater
—Continued on Page 13

TULSA — A proposed
wind project that was initially slated to go through southern Osage County will not
be happening.
On July 27, officials with
the Public Service Company of Oklahoma announced
that it would no longer pursue the Wind Catcher Energy
Connection
project
after a unanimous rejection the day before by the
Public Utility Commission
of Texas.
Pitched as the second
largest wind energy project
in the world, Wind Catcher
Energy Connection would
have been a joint effort
among Chicago-based Invenergy, Southwestern Electric Power Company and
PSO-Oklahoma.

The $4.5 billion project’s
transmission line was slated to run 360 miles from an
800-turbine farm near Guymon to a Tulsa-area substation and then on to additional
substations in Louisiana, Arkansas and eastern Texas.
Initially, the line’s projected path was to enter
Osage County north of
Blackburn, head southwest
between Hominy and the
Big Bend area, then continue straight west just north
of Osage, Prue and Walnut
Creek State Park before
eventually running parallel
to West 88th Street North
and reaching a substation
in Sperry.
That route was eventually scrapped after objections
from the Osage Nation.
Proposed alternate routes
through communities in
Creek County and south-

ern Tulsa County also received a chilly reception from
landowners and the Bixby
City Council.
At the time of the announcement, 15 Creek County landowners had legal
petitions pending with the
county district court, challenging the utility company’s
right to eminent domain.
PSO filed their claims in
June in an effort to obtain access for its survey crews connected to the project.
PSO Oklahoma’s share
of the construction bill was
slated at $1.57 billion, of
which $78 million would
come from a proposed rate
hike starting in 2021. At the
time of the project’s cancellation, the utility company
was awaiting a ruling from
the
Oklahoma
Corporation Commission on whether the rate increase would
be allowed.
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Penny Adair
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Anya Roanhorse

Area Youth
Create Photo Magic

Kate Peterson

Caroline Perrier

Katie Adair

Kara Fultz

Rorie Lott

Trenton Antle

Tyler Antle

Students and instructor, Sherry Stinson

Photo by Mary Stinson

Grace Adair

Rorie Lott photographs Killdeer eggs

A lesson in street photography

Anya Roanhorse frames the shot

Trenton and Tyler Antle
photograph the pond

The ON Summer Camp kids joined us

Caroline Perrier and Kate Peterson
photograph water lilies

Photos by Sherry Stinson

Noah Hoyt

An author once said, “Children see magic because they
look for it.” This past week not only did they see it, but
they created it.
For the last seven years, I’ve been honored to teach
a youth photography camp sponsored by the Osage
Nation Foundation. At no cost to the participants, this
camp and others – golf, ballet, basketball, and more –
offer area youth a chance to stretch their imagination
and indulge in fun, yet educational, pursuits during the
dog days of summer.
As we wrapped up another successful photography
camp, I found myself not only inspired, but humbled at
what I’ve witnessed these kids become. Seven years ago
when the Foundation asked me to teach a photography
camp, I jumped at the chance. The first year was like the
Wild West – a classroom filled with excited and energetic youngsters! We had kids from all over – Pawhuska,
Fairfax, Hominy, Sand Springs, Ponca City, Bartlesville, and even as far away as Jenks. Over the years,
I’ve watched these same kids grow into fine young
adults – kind, passionate, and full of promise for what
they’ll become.
Each day of camp starts out with exercises in “seeing”
and learning basic composition as we wander around
the campus, looking for something to catch our eyes. I’ve
spent years teaching photography to adults and must
say, children put us to shame with their fearlessness.
They’re unafraid to think – or shoot – outside the box,
coming up with stunning images of the most ordinary
subjects. If anything, the hardest thing I had to do was
discourage them from climbing trees or hanging off an
embankment to “get the shot!”
One of those fearless and talented students is Penny
Adair of Pawhuska. This is the last year Penny will be
able to participate in our camp as she’s graduating and
ready to move on to the next phase of her life. I remember the first time I saw her – quiet, a little shy, with
this tiny camera in her hands. Throughout the week, I
doled out instruction and assignments, and each day I
sat back – amazed at what I saw her producing as a preteen. As the years progressed, Penny left me awestruck
as the quality of her work surpassed many of my adult
students, some who have gone on to work as professionals. Given it’s her last year, I was curious what camp
meant to her, so I asked Penny to share her thoughts.
Here’s what she had to say.
“I signed up for photography camp because my Mom
asked if I’d like to go. I agreed, never dreaming I’d love
it so much. I started the camp as just a hobby, sometimes going out with my Mom’s camera and taking pictures of flowers or my sisters. Since then I’ve found a
real love for the art of photography and I owe it all to
this class! It’s by far the best camp I’ve ever been to and
I am so very grateful to Ms. Sherry for taking the time
out of her busy schedule to teach a bunch of sometimes
rowdy kids. Sadly, this is the final year I’ll be able to
attend this camp and I will miss it very much. Anyone
who might be thinking about signing up for this camp, I
would tell them to definitely go for it!”
I asked Penny what shapes her creative process when
she picks up the camera and she said, “When I’m out in
the field, photographing a person or landscape, I think
about the color and what will make that photo more interesting. For instance, when I’m shooting a sunset, I
love to compose it where there’s a reflection of all the
colors in the water.”
Reflecting on how the camp had changed her life,
Penny paused for a moment, then said, “Before camp, I
thought about doing something else, maybe be a vet or
something. But now I see myself pursuing a career as a
photographer and this class has helped me in making
that decision.”
Scientist Louis Pasteur once said, “A child, he inspires in me two sentiments – tenderness for what he is
and respect for what he may become.” These kids have
definitely inspired me. No matter which direction their
lives take them or what career they may end up choosing as adults, for a moment in the Summer of 2018, they
were photographers.

Photo by Grace Adair

Sherry Stinson
Contributing Writer
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A family procession follows Luke
Hopper who was roached during
the June 14 Hominy In-Lon-Schka
dances.

H O M I N Y

In-Lon-Schka

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Anthony Whitehorn, Mason Whitehorn Powell and Tony William and Noah Shadlow before the Thursday evening Joe Kidder and Talan Sleeper, who was entering the dance for
Whitehorn at the 2018 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.
dance begins at the 2018 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.
the first time, at the 2018 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.
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Vanessa Moore before the Thursday Joseph Goodfox Jr. before the Whitney Whitehorn before the Fri- Stephen Sisk before the Hominy In- Davyn Hinman before the evening
evening dance at the 2018 Hominy In- evening dance on June 30.
day afternoon dance of the Homi- Lon-Schka evening dance on June 30. dance on June 30.
Lon-Schka dances.
ny In-Lon-Schka dances.
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ABOVE: Tanaka Supernaw gets ready for the June 16 Hominy In-Lon-Schka with his mother Scottie Supernaw helping tie on his roach.
MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

LEFT: Jim Hopper and son Luke, Steven Pratt, Jess Hopper, Joseph Pratt
and Yatika Fieds before the Thursday evening dance at the 2018 Hominy
In-Lon-Schka dances.
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ABOVE LEFT: Connor Marques Sleeper, and Braden Jack Sleeper, prepare to enter the dance for the first time, led by Town
Crier Caesar Williams at the 2018 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.
MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

ABOVE RIGHT: Acee Proctor, Randee Goodeagle and Tanaka
Supernaw before the Thursday evening dance begins at the
2018 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.
MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

FAR LEFT: Ella Wallace and Macy McIntire prepare for the Thursday evening dance at the 2018 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.
BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

LEFT: Regina Hill, Alice Goodfox and Belle Renee Wilson stop
for a photo before the June 14 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

ABOVE: Hominy District Cooks April Thornton and Marilyn
Booth fill serving bowls for the June 14 district meal while fireman Dale Jesse looks on.
MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

BELOW: A family procession follows Manny and Danny Longhorn who were both roached during the June 15 Hominy InLon-Schka dances.

Both photos MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

ABOVE LEFT: Town Crier Caesar Williams leads a procession of Hominy dancers to the arbor
on June 30.
BELOW: Michael Kidder, Josh Kidder, Joe Kidder and Gregory Kidder before the Friday afternoon dance of the Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.

12 August 2018

Osage News • osagenews.org

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Town Crier Caesar Williams and Congressman John Maker lead a procession to the
Hominy dance arbor at the Hominy In-LonBENNY POLACCA/ Osage News Schka dances.
The Hominy dance arbor on June 16 at sundown.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News
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Mary Jo Pratt and Margo Gray at the Hominy Daughters of OJ and Caron Littlecook before Sonny Proctor, Frank Oberly Jr., and Acee Dalani, Cheyanne, and Talan Sleeper prepare
In-Lon-Schka dances.
the Saturday evening dance at Hominy In- Proctor before the evening dance on June for the afternoon dance on Thursday of the
Lon-Schka.
30.
2018 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News
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From left: Hominy Drumkeeper’s father Gideon Goodeagle, Hominy Drumkeeper Gideon Goodeagle Jr., Grayhorse Drumkeeper Jacob Lux, Grayhorse Head Committeeman Archie Mason,
Pawhuska Committeeman Vann Bighorse, filling in for Head Committeeman Eddy Red Eagle,
Pawhuska Drumkeeper Berbon Hamilton.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Kimberly Brave helps Gideon Goodeagle Sr. get ready
for the June 14 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.

Jeffrey Fields, George Fields, Summer Shawnee Ridge, Braden Wallace and Bradley Jay
Wallace.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

OJ Littlecook and Caron Littlecook dress their daughter for the John Horsechief and Dana Bear chat while getting ready for the
June 15 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.
June 15 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Hominy community members play Indian dice while waiting for the evening In-Lon-Schka dances on June 15.

See more on Pages 15 and 18
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Pawhuska District dancers walk in a procession to the Hominy arbor for the June 15 In-Lon-Schka dances.
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Osage Energy

The Osage People
Once had Two Chiefs
Rosemary Wood
Osage News

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Minerals Councilman Paul Revard shares his thoughts on the campaign trail on April
21 at the United Osages of Southern California spring gathering. OMC Chairwoman Marsha
Harlan has asked the ON Attorney General to weigh in on Revard’s ability to vote on oil production matters.

ON Attorney General
opinion sought on questions
of potential conflict of interest
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
The Osage Nation’s attorney general’s office is being asked to weigh in on
potential conflicts of interest involving
a new member of the Minerals Council.
At the July 18 meeting, Osage Minerals Council Chairwoman Marsha
Harlan announced that she has submitted a formal request to the Office
of the Attorney General on whether
Councilman Paul Revard must recuse
himself on oil production votes.
“The question was very limited,”
Harlan said. “I did not want the AG to
go off into other areas and find other
conflicts … and if so, what could he do
to remedy the conflict if she finds that
one exists.”
One of five new members elected in
June, Revard has worked in oil and
gas exploration for 40 years and owns
an independent petroleum exploration
company. While on the campaign trail,
he said he would recuse himself from
any votes that could directly impact
his business.

“Almost anything and everything
that’s come before this council so far
has had to deal with oil and gas leases,” he said. “If I have to recuse myself
on those issues … I don’t see how I’ll be
able to vote on anything for four years.”
While the council waits on an opinion, it will proceed with a lease sale on
Sept. 26, a three-week delay from the
initially slated date. The Third Minerals Council passed a resolution in
January calling for sales on the first
Wednesday of each quarter.
With only a handful of leases nominated as of July 18, the delay comes
in part to accommodate a request from
the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ Pawhuska Agency to have at least 90 days’
notice. The delay will allow time for
the agency to publish a formal call for
nominations and notify operators as
needed.
Future sales may involve new lease
language and royalty rates, as several council members called the current
terms outdated and antiquated.
“I’d hate to sell any more leases with
bad contract language,” Councilwoman
Susan Forman said. “It hurts us.”

Former OMC member appointed
to Bluestem Ranch board
Benny Polacca
Osage News
A former Osage Minerals Councilman is now serving on the Osage Nation’s Bluestem Ranch LLC Board after
being appointed by Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear.
Galen Crum took oath as a Bluestem
Ranch Board member on July 5 at the
ON Tribal Courthouse with Trial Court
Chief Judge Marvin Stepson presiding.
Crum will serve interim board duties
and will be subject to confirmation consideration by the incoming Sixth ON
Congress, which meets for its first regular 24-day session in September.
Crum served two four-year terms on
the OMC (2010-2018) with his second
term ending when the Fourth OMC
took their oaths July 2.
While serving on the OMC, Crum
also sat on the Osage Trust Team with
other OMC members and Congressional and Executive Branch officials. The
Osage Trust Team participated in discussions regarding the Nation’s trust
case against the United States, which
led to the 2011 settlement in the case.
Like with other board appointees
to be considered, Crum’s appointment
will be referred to an ON Congressional committee for initial review and
consideration when the 2018 Tzi-Zho
Session begins in September.

According to the Congressional rules,
“Once reported (by the committee that
the appointee is qualified by education/
experience), any member of Congress
may move during the ‘Motions’ portion
of a Session for a nominee interview
to be placed on an agenda, or alternatively may move for confirmation consideration of the nominee to be placed
on an agenda. The motion is subject
to amendment and requires an affirmative majority vote of the members
present to pass. Should either of the
motions fail, the motion may be reasserted any day until the day before the
last regular day of Session.”
The Congressional rules also state:
“As provided in the Constitution, the
Congress may decline to consider a
nominee or a re-nomination by failing to move the nomination forward
for consideration by the day before
the last day of the regular session
prior to which the nomination was
made. If this occurs, the nomination
is deemed rejected and the provisions
of the constitution and laws regarding
failure of the Congress to confirm an
appointee apply.”
Upcoming Congressional session
and Legislative Branch information
is available online at: https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/legislative-branch.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Galen Crum takes his oath of office to serve on the Bluestem Ranch LLC board.

I recently discussed with a newly elected Councilwoman the differences in the 2006 Constitution
and the 1994 Constitution, relative
to the mineral estate. There was a
small group of us seated in the lobby outside the tribal chambers, as
happens from time to time. I took
the opportunity to put forth my
view that the1994 constitution afforded a greater degree of autonomy relative to the minerals estate.
There was general agreement between myself, the Councilwoman
and the rest of the group.
There was also general agreement that the 1994 constitution
provided greater historical and
traditional continuity than the
2006. The 1994 uses terms and invests powers, provides procedures,
and sets methods which were originated 112 years ago in the Congressional Act of 1906. Terms such
as Osage Tribal Council, Principal
Chief, Assistant Principal Chief,
all originated with the 1906 and
were reiterated in the 1994. These
names, titles and managerial
concepts carry a heavily charged
valence for many of us who have
become accustomed to them. Decisions concerning management
of the mineral estate speak more
to the integrity and respect decision makers hold for themselves
and their relations, than it does
for financial gains which may be
brought by the mineral estate.
From 1906 to 1994 voting and
membership was a function of
headright shares. Shareholders
and non-shareholders worked together to gain voting rights and
membership for all Wah-Zha-Zhi.
It was the right thing to do. There
were those who warned, “Once
they (non-shareholders) get the
vote they’ll take over the mineral
estate.” I never believed that, and
neither did most of the annuitants
who voted to adopt the Osage Nation Constitution.
There are shareholders today
who believe that non-shareholders are making moves to control
the subsurface and the underground environs. They could be
right; I don’t know. These concerns find resonance in the words
of the 2006 constitution because
of its ambiguity and vagueness.
Lack of specificity invites multiple and sometimes contradictory interpretations. For example:
can the structure of the Minerals
Council be changed through majority vote of non-shareholders
and shareholders, i.e. constitutional amendment? Further, although
some of the words taken literally
are plain and simple, for me; they
call forth questions. What are the
implications of changing the name
“Osage Tribal Council” to “Minerals Council”? Why change the
structure of the minerals council
to eight equally voting members
requiring an outside tie breaker?
Better to replace 2006 constitution’s references with the 1994
constitution’s references.
During the discussion outside
the tribal chambers, the councilwoman noted that the1994 Tribal
Council included a chief executive

Saltwater

–from Page 8

protect our property for our landowners and the nation?”
Congresswoman Alice Goodfox said
she wasn’t against legislation for the
issue, but what she was taking away
from the meeting was that maybe there
is a need for policy and procedure from
the Executive Branch in dealing with
environmental damages to lands.
According to the Real Estate Services website, “the department provides management and oversite on
approximately 137,292 acres of individually and tribally owned restricted
and trust lands.
“The Department offers farming
and grazing lease management of individual and tribally owned properties.
Other services include management
of specialized business leases such as
commercial, residential, hunting, and

Rosemary Wood

officer. She reflected, “And his title
would be Principal Chief?” Without saying it we all recognized the
potential conflict in using the term
Principal Chief in reference to the
chief executive officers of both the
Nation and the Tribal Council. In
1994 the executive power was vested in a “President,” i.e. “The President of the Osage Nation.” At that
time there would have been no confusion or conflict of titles.
One day the thought came to me
that the Wah-Zha-Zhi traditionally had more than one chief in their
governing structure. Government
was highly complex with power and
authority more dispersed throughout the group. Concentration of
power invested in one entity is a
western construct with which we
are all now more familiar. The complexity of the Wah-Zha-Zhi is far
beyond my ability to discuss other than through simple reference.
John Joseph Mathews, “The Osages,” and La Flesche, Dr. Garrick
Bailey, “The Osage and the Invisible World,” are in my opinion both
good references. I am sure there
are others.
The seat of authority was the Little Old Men who were like priests in
both the spirit and corporal worlds.
They created a civil government
composed of two chiefs. There were
additional officials with each of
these two chiefs. Their duties were
many, but people may know them
as The War Chief and The Peace
Chief. No one got them confused.
I think we could handle two chiefs
– The Principal Chief of the Osage
Nation and The Principal Chief of
the Osage Tribal Council.
If shareholder management of the
mineral estate is the intent, then a
clear unambiguous constitutional
provision could lay to rest encroachment by the Nation and rumors of
encroachment. I paraphrase the
1994 constitution: Ownership of the
mineral estate of the Osage Indian
Reservation is to be determined by
the Act of June 28, 1906. No authority is granted to the Nation, or any
department created by this constitution, over the Osage Tribal Council on matters of the mineral estate.
–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary
Wood is a former two-time Osage Tribal Councilwoman and graduated from
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in
1963, the University of Oklahoma in
1965, and from Rutgers University in
1971 with a Master of Science in Psychiatric Nursing.

oil field related sites. The Field Inspectors provide inspections covering conservation needs, weed control, fencing,
water, stocking rates, etc. The department also facilitates a noxious weed
program and a fencing program for restricted landowners and their prospective lessees (as funding allows).”

Casino construction
Whitehorn reported to the committee that at the last Gaming Enterprise
Board meeting it was reported the
Osage Casino in Tulsa, despite construction, had seen a steady line of revenue instead of a predicted decrease.
“We’re healthy, we’re good, and we’re
getting ready to open up our new casino,” she said.
For more information on upcoming Congressional committee meetings, visit the Osage Nation website’s
event calendar.
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Osage Writers
Ruby Hansen Murray
Culture Columnist
Last week, at Port Townsend
Writers’ Conference, I shared a story set during the Civil War near
Fort Gibson. Multiple factions were
fighting up and down the Military
Road through what was then Cherokee land. The scene describes both
Osage and Cherokee characters,
and I felt the non-Native people in
the small writing group go silent. I
knew what the problem was. I could
feel the gears whirling, even though
I had tried to be clear. It wasn’t
what they expected. It didn’t fit the
paradigm of stories about an Indian
or Indians. It was a complex community of various Native people doing whatever we do. I paraphrased
what I imagined they were thinking: When you saw Cherokees in the
scene and then people from another
tribe appeared, it was too confusing. Yes, exactly, one of the elder
women said.
The Port Townsend Writers’ Conference, held on a bluff overlooking
Puget Sound, has a lot to recommend
it. Fort Worden is a conference center now. The fort was built in early
1900; it has a parade ground and
white wooden barracks for dorms
surrounded by the deep blue of Admiralty Inlet. You can walk down to
the beach and see otter families.
I’d like to think that the people in the small group of writers,
who live in and around the Pacific
Northwest, know about the many
indigenous Nations here, but I know
better. Making art is difficult, challenging and wonderful. The more I
write and publish, the more I realize it’s created in community, even
though it starts alone. Those moments when we see ourselves and
our perspective reflected on the page
are precious.
Tomorrow, I’m going to Santa Fe
to the Institute of American Indian Arts to the first conference for
alumni of the Low Residency MFA
program. I’ll work with the prolific
writer Stephen Graham Jones. He’s
Blackfeet and grew up an Indian in
West Texas, where there weren’t a
lot of Indians. I spent time growing up in Texas, and he sounds like
home to me. Not exactly, but he’s
grounded in a kind of American
suburban/rural culture with humor
that sounds like my brothers.
A teacher’s ethnicity or gender
doesn’t correlate to their effectiveness as a mentor to writers. It

Ruby Hansen Murray

doesn’t indicate integrity, generosity, ability or willingness to frame
feedback to students. I remember
the white woman who said she was
a feminist, but was too busy to write
letters of reference for me to graduate school. It was the white male administrators of the Port Townsend
Writers’ Conference who stepped in.
My group for the IAIA alum residency will include the Diné filmmaker Ramona Emerson, who
produced The Mayors of Shiprock.
She will have a mystery out soon,
and her mom remembers Gina Gray
from her days at IA. Ramona’s story
for workshop is inspiring and working with her will make mine better.
My first semester at IAIA (coming
from Warren Wilson College, a prestigious East Coast-based program),
Ramona got my jokes and my story
about the rivalries between girls
at a mission school in ways the
Wallies didn’t.
I graduated with a Masters in
Fine Arts from IAIA in May 2017
with the support of an Osage Nation
scholarship. I’m proud to be part of
the community where Native artists
are knit across generations, where
Osage visual artists, and now Osage
writers, build community. The students in the MFA program this semester include three Osages spread
across screenwriting and fiction,
and with me as alumni this week,
there will be four Wah Zha Zhi on
campus. Ryan RedCorn is in screenwriting and Chelsea Bryan and Brian Hicks in fiction. I know many
talented Osage writers honing their
skills in and out of academic programs and another graduate from
the Oklahoma City University Red
Earth MFA Program. Seeing ourselves on the page is necessary and
rare. Each Osage writer is valuable
and worth celebrating.

Courtesy Photo

NAJA awarded the Osage News with three awards for its 2017 coverage. From left: Editor Shannon Shaw Duty, Senior Reporter Benny Polacca, Editorial Board Chair Jerri Jean
Branstetter and Editorial Board member Lura King.

NAJA awards Osage News with
three awards at 2018 conference
Osage News
The Native American Journalists
Association awarded the Osage News
three awards for its 2017 coverage.
NAJA, which partnered with the National Association of Hispanic Journalists, co-hosted its conference this year
in Miami, Fl, July 17-22. Conference
panels and training sessions covered
areas in reporting, investigative reporting, print, television, online and
emerging technology.
The Osage News circulation is 7,000
and they compete in the Professional
Division II, which is the 5,000-10,000
circulation category.

The Osage
following:

News

won

for

• Print/Online Best Feature
Photo, Benny Polacca, first
place for “Pawhuska waterboy
gets ready for In-Lon-Schka
dances.”
• Print/Online Best Feature
Story, Benny Polacca, second
place for “Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth
Council learns about water
quality.”
• Print/Online Excellence in Beat
Reporting, Benny Polacca, third
place for “Osage Congress votes
down rule change on Establishing Committee Quorums.”

the
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Immersion School students warm up before their morning run.

Osage Language Immersion School
hosts art contest to select Sports Logo
Deadline extended
to Aug. 15 for
artwork; winner
receives $500
Osage News
The parent committee of
the Osage Language Immersion School is hosting a Sports
Logo art contest for its sports

teams. The parent committee
recently selected the Eagles
for the school’s mascot.
Thanks to a recent sponsorship from Osage Casinos, the
parent committee is awarding
$500 to the winning artist who
designs a sports logo using
the school’s name, Osage Language Immersion School, and
its mascot, the Eagles. Current
sports planned for the fall are
cross country and basketball.

Osage Shareholders Association
to host Aug. 19 meeting
Osage News
The Osage Shareholders Association is hosting its next
meeting on Sunday, Aug. 19, at the Osage Casino in Skiatook, starting at 1 p.m.
The OSA invites its members and associate members to
attend and meet the newly elected Osage Minerals Council
members. Questions are encouraged during the meeting.
For more information on the association or meeting, contact OSA Chairwoman Lou Phillips at (918) 671-6003.

The deadline for the artwork
is Aug. 15.

Contest Rules:
• Must be 12 years
of age or older.
• Must be an enrolled Osage
Nation member. Parents,
guardians, family members of enrolled Osage
children also qualify.
• Artwork must be in
black and white. Digital
and hand-drawn samples will be accepted. If
hand-drawn, artwork
must be in black ink,
black sharpie or pencil.
• Artwork must be turned in
or mailed into the Immersion School, located at 128
W. 15th Street, Pawhuska
OK 74056; or emailed to
David Webb at dwebb@
osagenation-nsn.gov.
For more information contact the Immersion School at
(918) 287-3354.

Save the Date!

–Local Events Calendar

AUGUST
August 4
Honoring Full
Bloods Event
Wakon Iron Hall
1-4 p.m.
August 4 – 5
Osage Women’s Conference
Osage Casino – Skiatook
Proceeds go to benefit
the Pawnee/Osage
CASA program
For more information,
contact Rosemary Shaw
at (580) 822-0088 or
Paula Stabler at
(918) 237-7434
August 6
United Indian Nations
of Oklahoma Kansas
and Texas (UINOKT)
Monthly Meeting
OKC Muscogee
Creek Association
4111 North Lincoln
Blvd, Oklahoma City
August 10
Free Movie Night:
Black Panther
Osage Nation
Museum, 819
Grandview Ave.
Pawhuska
Concession by
Ah-Tha-Tse Catering
Bring your lawn chairs!
August 15 – 18
American Indian
Exposition
Caddo County
Fairgrounds
Anadarko, Oklahoma
August 19
Osage Shareholders
Association Meeting
1 p.m.
Osage Casino in Skiatook
For more information

on the association or
meeting, contact OSA
Chairwoman Lou Phillips at (918) 671-6003
August 28
Free Tour
Osage Nation members
Osage Casino &
Hotel – Tulsa, Okla.
6-9 p.m.
August 29
Ribbon Cutting
New Osage Casino &
Hotel – Tulsa, Okla.

SEPTEMBER
September 3
Labor Day – Observed
Holiday
Offices Closed
September 7
Free Movie Night: Coco
Osage Nation Museum,
819 Grandview
Ave. Pawhuska
Concession by
Ah-Tha-Tse Catering
Bring your lawn chairs!
September 26
Osage Minerals Council
Lease Sale

OCTOBER
AARP Oklahoma
Indian Elders Honors
National Cowboy &
Western Heritage Museum
Oklahoma City
October 8
Osage Day –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
October 13
En Pointe
Dance Maker Academy
Annual Fundraiser

Ag building, Osage
County Fairgrounds
Barbeque Dinner at 6 p.m.
Silent/Live Auction at 7
p.m. Dancing to follow.
Information: (918)
607-3044

NOVEMBER
November 4
Northern California Osage Meeting
Nelson’s Grove, 15285
County Road 99E,
Woodland, CA 95695
For more information,
email osages@northerncaliforniaosage.org
November 12
Veteran’s Day –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
November 22 – 23
Thanksgiving Holiday–
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed

DECEMBER

15

Frances Lane

Happy Birthday!
Osage tribal member Frances Lane turns 100 years old on
Aug. 5. Her family is celebrating her birthday at the Craig
County Community Center.

Northern California Osage
to host Fall gathering
Osage News
The Northern California Osage Fall Gathering will be
held on Nov. 4, all day, at Nelson’s Grove, located at 15285
County Road 99E, Woodland, CA 95695. For more information email osages@northerncaliforniaosage.org.

Summit

“Everything requiring a
NEPA analysis, we think
there’s a large market to provide that analysis and we’ve
seen it even here on the Osage
Nation with the permits to
drill,” Conrad said, adding
ONES has recently met with
other entities including the
Osage Minerals Council, the
BIA Superintendent’s office
and the Nation’s Department
of Natural Resources and Historic Preservation Office “in
looking at ways we can help
accelerate the time it takes for
an environmental assessment
to occur before the drilling permit releases can be approved.
We’re looking to help streamline and shorten that as we can
provide services to operators.”
“We’re in 100 percent startup and business development
phase right now, so we’re pursuing the work from federal
contracts, from private industries,” Conrad said. “In particular, we have (an outside)
sand and gravel operation
that has invited us to submit
a proposal. They need to build
a conveyor belt and a loading
dock (in Washington state)
and they’ve asked us to do the
federal environmental permitting on that project and we’re
also looking at an Army Corps
of Engineers project out of Albuquerque (N.M.).”
Conrad said ONES is also
going after its 8(a) certification, “we’re competing currently as a small business
and we’re also looking at the
private side,” adding ONES
can also assist on any Osage
Nation projects that would
require those federal permits
including roads, housing and
land-into-trust applications.
As for funding, Conrad said
ONES operations funding is

low and would be tapering off
possibly in August.
“We’re
looking
for
a
($400,000 to $500,000) appropriation that at least gets us
through September and then
we hope to continue to work
with everybody on another appropriation strategy, enough to
get our proposal development
team up and going after the
proposals. We’ve gone as far as
we can with identifying opportunities and going after them,
but we need further funding to
do the business development.”
Whitehorn, who attended
the summit, said there is $1.1
million in the economic development fund, which does not
have fiscal year limitations.
She also noted she’s never seen
an ON economic development
plan mentioned in the Nation’s
25-year strategic plan, which
is important to her. “Until we
can come together as a Nation
– Congress and the Executive
(branches) – and make some
decisions about what portions
of our money we cut out for
economic development purposes, to me, we’re still going to
be driving down the same road
without a plan of how we’re going to move forward … From
this, I just hope we can come
together and try to get our Nation an economic development
plan to put forward and some
dedication of funds.”
Red Eagle said plans would
go forward in requesting a special session of the newly-seated Sixth ON Congress ahead
of the 2018 Tzi-Zho Session,
which starts Sept. 4. The regular fall session lasts up to 24
days with a majority of the
session used to consider and
approve the 2019 fiscal year
budgets for the Nation’s government entities.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News
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Avis Ballard helps her son Nathan
get ready before the Hominy InLon-Schka evening dance on
June 30.

Hannah Waller and daughter at the
2018 Hominy In-Lon-Schka dances.
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December 24 – 25
Christmas Holiday –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
December 31
New Year’s Eve –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
––––––––––––––––––
Have an event? Send event
information to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
email
sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov, or fax to (918) 287-5563.
Make sure to include event date,
location, email and web address
(if applicable) and a phone number where someone can be contacted for validation, if necessary.
Deadline for the September issue
is August 18, 2018.

Obituaries

Rosalia Lynn “Rosie” McGreevy

Rosalia Lynn “Rosie”
McGreevy
Osage News
Rosalia Lynn “Rosie” McGreevy, 70, passed away on
June 26, 2018 in Tulsa, Okla.
She was born on September 5,
1947, to the late William Emmett and Helen Eleanor (Fallis) McGreevy.
She was a retired Quality
Control Inspector at McGreevy
Midwest Meat Co. She is survived by her children Conni
(David) Stallbaumer, Wichita,
Kans.; Gregory Schumacher,
Wichita; and Linda (Craig)
Fowler, Pretty Prairie, Kans.
Her grandchildren Alec (Ashley) Stallbaumer, Blake Stallbaumer, Ethan Stallbaumer,
Foster Stallbaumer, Brittany
Schumacher, Amber Schumacher, Lenae Cupps, Jacob
Fowler, Haley Fowler, Luke
Fowler and a great-grandchild Kendry Schumacher.
She is also survived by her
siblings Emmett (Geraldine)
McGreevy, Herbert McGreevy,
Joe (Patsy) McGreevy, Mary
McGreevy, Karen Gregory,
Tim (Anne) McGreevy, Michael (Denise) McGreevy and

sister-in-laws Alberta McGreevy and Polly McGreevy.
Rosie moved to Pawhuska
later in life to learn about her
Osage culture. She was a regular at Title VI, visiting with
other elders, and a regular at
Osage Nation functions in all
three districts. She attended
In-Lon-Schka at all three districts and was welcomed by
her Osage community. She
was a parishioner at the Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church in Pawhuska where
she was a member of the
Altar Society.
She was preceded in death
by her parents and brothers
Kenneth and Patrick and sister-in-law JoAnn McGreevy.
Memorial has been established with Hospitality House
of Tulsa, 1135 S. Victor Ave,
Tulsa, OK 74104. A rosary was
held on June 29 and the funeral mass was held on June 30 at
Holy Spirit Catholic Church,
Goddard, Kans. Interment was
at Calvary Cemetery, Wichita.

John Norman Washabaugh

John Norman Washabaugh
was born on April 30, 1941, the
son of Norman and Edna Merle (McKinley) Washabaugh
in Ponca City, Oklahoma. He
passed from this life on Saturday afternoon, July 21, 2018,
at his home in Skiatook, Okla.,
with his loving wife by his side.
He was 77 years old.
John was originally from
Grayhorse
and
attended
Chilocco Schools. He married
his sweetheart, Diane Roberts
and together they made a life
in Skiatook. He worked in the
construction industry. He excelled at dancing for the Osage
tribe as a fancy dancer and enjoyed fishing in his spare time.
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Award

John Norman Washabaugh

He was ½ Osage and ¼ Otoe
Missouri and very proud of his
Native American heritage.
He is survived by his wife,
Diane of the home; two stepsons, Jimmy Charles and wife
Delores Beeler, Burt Wayne
Beeler; four sisters, Rita Jo
Badley, Bonnie Whitekiller,
Melissa Standridge and Julia Notah; many nieces and
nephews, as well as a number of grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
John was preceded in death
by his parents, Norman and
Edna; three brothers, Donald
Carpenter, Steve DuVall, Sam
Notah and one sister, Molly
Ann McKinley.
A funeral service will be
held 10 a.m. on Wednesday,
July 25, 2018 at the Grayhorse Chapel in rural Fairfax,
Okla., with Raymond Lasley
officiating. Burial will follow
immediately at the Grayhorse
Cemetery under the direction
of Hunsaker-Wooten Funeral
Home, Fairfax.
John’s online guestbook
maybe signed at www.hunsakerwootenfuneralhome.com
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the best customer service to
our participants,” said Taylor
about the recent progress and
improved services at Osage
Nation WIC that earned her
the nomination and award.
The National WIC Leadership Award is given at
WIC’s annual conference. It
recognizes and honors the
outstanding
contributions
of individuals or groups “…
who have actively supported
the WIC Program through
advocacy, leadership, management and services to WIC
participants or as a ‘Friend of
WIC,’” according to the Emily Gilcher, WIC Membership
Coordinator.
Individuals or groups in
local or state WIC agencies,
advocacy and community organizations, state and federal
executive or legislative bodies
and others are eligible to receive this award.
The Awards Committee,
comprised of the Association
Chair Elect, a representative
from the Indian and Native
American State Agencies,
State Directors’, Nutrition
Coordinators’, and Local
Agencies’ Sections and the
President and WIC CEO
reviewed nominations and
made recommendations to
the Board of Directors for
recipients of the award. Accomplishments, geographical
diversity and representation
from WIC program components were part of the considerations for who would be
selected.
Taylor was born, raised,
and still lives in Pawhuska.
She has worked for the Osage
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Nation for nine years and five
of those years have been dedicated to her work for Osage
Nation WIC.
She has a bachelor’s degree
in Operations Management
from Northeastern State
University and her master’s
degree in Educational Leadership with Kansas State
University. Taylor is a member of the local Kiwanis organization, where she will be
the president in October, she
is a Head Start Health Advisory Committee member, an
Oklahoma State University
Program Advisory Committee member, and recently
completed a Leadership and
Reputation Academy with
Schnake Turnbo Frank.
Manon has found her passion at WIC and is a leader
and advocate for her staff
and the participants the program serves. She is responsible for planning, budgeting,
and operations of four grant
programs that total over $3.4
million in funding. Osage Nation WIC hosted the Oklahoma WIC Conference for ten
state agencies, planned and
oversaw the construction of a
WIC clinic in Tulsa, and her
team implemented electronic
balance transfer (EBT) cards
in 2017.
Taylor added, “I would just
say that Osage Nation WIC
collaborates and creates partnerships with community and
[ON] stakeholders to bring
additional services, nutrition
education, and valuable resources to benefit constituents and participants.”

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To
apply for a position with the
Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/opportunities/job-listings/application-form. Applicants are welcome
to attach a resume and/or cover
letter in addition. Please note
that all applicants tentatively selected for employment with the
Osage Nation will be required to
submit to a urinalysis to screen
for illegal drug use. Employment
will be contingent upon drug
test results. OSAGE / VETERAN / INDIAN PREFERENCE
IS CONSIDERED. Verification
of preference must be included
with application. For questions
please contact Taryn Crawford,
Osage Nation Employee Recruitment Specialist at (918) 287-5445
or email tcrawford@osagenation-nsn.gov.
Patient
Registration
–
Pawhuska HLaboratory Aid –
Phlebotomy – Pawhuska Certified
as a phlebotomist by NCA, National Credentialing Agency or ASCP,
American Society for Clinical Pathologist required. 1-2 years’ experience preferred. Knowledge of
basic laboratory equipment such
as centrifuges, laboratory sample transport system, timers, etc.
Regular full time. Salary: $15.05/
hr.
RN Case Manager – Pawhuska
Must have completed an accredited Bachelors or Associate Degree
of Science in Nursing. Must have
a minimum of 2 years of recent
Case Management experience.
Must possess current, unrestricted, Oklahoma Registered Nurse
license. Regular full time. Salary:
$26.73 - $40.10/hr.
Purchase Referred Specialist
– Pawhuska Associates Degree
in Health Information Management, Business Administration,
Accounting, or other related
healthcare fields preferred. 3-5
years’ experience in Health Care
billing, Accounting, or Health
Information Management or a
Referral Care Program. Salary:
$17.58 - $26.37/hr.
Purchased Referred Technician – Pawhuska 3 – 5 years’
experience in Health Care, Accounting, Clerical or a Referral
Care Program. Knowledge of HIPPA and Privacy Act. Must have
working knowledge of basic medical terminology. Knowledge of
electronic medical record system.
Regular full time. Salary: $13.29
- $19.94/hr.
Budget Analyst – Legislative
Branch – Pawhuska Must be
able to pass a criminal background
check. Must be able to pass drug/

alcohol testing. Must maintain a
professional attitude and appearance. Regular full time. Salary:
$50,000 - $69,500/yr.
ICW Specialist – Pawhuska
Master’s Degree in Social Work
or related field. Bachelor’s Degree in Social work in three (3)
years direct working experience
in child welfare services may be
substituted for Master’s Degree.
Direct working knowledge and experience with children and families involved in the child welfare
system due to abuse/neglect problems. Regular full time. Salary:
$23.25 - $34.88/hr.
Elder
Nutrition
Assistant
Food Supervisor – Pawhuska
High School Diploma or GED.
Food handlers license preferred;
must obtain within 60 days of
hire. Must have good customer
service skills and work well with
elders and guests. Regular full
time. Salary: $11.82/hr.
Osage Nation Education Department Internship – Hominy The Osage Nation Education
Department Internship Program
is designed to provide Osage students with work experience in
their chosen field of study. The
program is designed to serve enrolled members of the Osage Nation with a minimum of 61+ hours
completed in an accredited college
or university degree program.
Regular full time.
OSAGE CASINO JOBS
Maintenance Supervisor –
Ponca City Must be at least 18
years of age. Two years of experience in a maintenance position
required. Regular full time.
EVS Supervisor – Ponca City
Must be a minimum of 18 years
of age. One year of housekeeping
experience required. Regular full
time.
Guest Service Representative
– Bartlesville Must be at least
18 years of age. Six months of previous work experience required.
Regular full time.
Restaurant Host – Hostess
PT – Sand Springs Must be a
minimum of 18 years of age. Six
months of previous work experience required. Regular part time.
Retail Supervisor –Tulsa Must
be at least 18 years of age. 3 years
of retail experience required. Regular full time.
Security Officer – Hominy Individual must be at least 18 years
of age. 6 months of previous work
experience. Regular full time.
Guest Service Representative
–Ponca City Must be at least 18

years of age. Six months of previous work experience required.
Purchasing Clerk – Tulsa
Must be at least 21 years of age.
High School Diploma/GED and 6
months of previous work experience Gaming, Hospitality or Customer Service industry preferred.
Must have two years experience
in a professional office environment, preferably in purchasing,
accounts payable, accounting, or
finance. Regular part time.
Guest Service Representative
PT – Sand Springs Must be at
least 18 years of age. High School
Diploma or GED equivalent required. Six months of previous
work experience required. Regular part time.
Guest Service Representative – Sand Springs Must be at
least 18 years of age. High School
Diploma or GED Equivalent required. Six months of previous
work experience required. Regular full time.
Short Order Cook – Pawhuska
Must be a minimum of 18 years
of age. Six (6) months of previous
work experience in the food industry. Regular full time.
Short Order Cook – Ponca
City Must be a minimum of 18
years of age. Six (6) months of previous work experience in the food
industry. Regular full time.

Front Desk Supervisor – Tulsa
Must be at least 18 years of age.
Six months work experience in
Hotel front desk required. Regular full time.

cook experience in high volume
fast paced restaurant required.
Understand general culinary
knowledge. Regular full time.

Front Desk Assistant Manager – Tulsa Must be a minimum
of 21 years of age. High School Diploma/GED equivalent required.
Three years of Hotel experience
required. Bilingual strongly preferred. Regular full time.

Bartender PT – Start July/August – Tulsa Must be 21 years of
age. High School Diploma or GED.
Regular full time.

Table Games Supervisor –
Start in July/August – Tulsa
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, Hospitality or Gaming plus 6 months of department
– specific experience; or Associate’s Degree in Business Administration, Hospitality or Gaming,
plus 1 year or more of department
– specific work experience; or
High School Diploma/GED and 2
years of department – specific experience. Regular full time.
EVS Attendant – Ponca City
Must be a minimum of 18 years of
age. Six months of previous work
experience required. Regular full
time.
Maintenance Technician –
Sand Springs Must be a minimum of 18 years of age. High
School Diploma or GED equivalent required. Six months of previous work experience required.
Regular full time.

Casino Host – Bartlesville Must
be at least 21 years of age. High
School Diploma or GED equivalent required. Two years of high
volume casino hospitality business experience required. Equivalent combination of education and
experience may be considered in
lieu of secondary educational requirement. Regular full time.

Bar Back – Start in July/August – Tulsa Must be at least 21
years of age. High School Diploma
or GED equivalent required. 6
months previous work experience.
Regular full time.

Duel Rate Table Games Dealer
– Tulsa Must be at least 18 years
of age. High School Diploma/GED.
6 months of previous work experience. Regular full time.

Short Order Cook – Sand
Springs Must be a minimum of
18 years of age. Six (6) months of
previous work experience in the
food industry. Regular full time.

Housekeeping Supervisor –
Tulsa High School Diploma or
GED. Must be 18 years of age or
older. One year of housekeeping
experience. Regular full time.

Table Games Dealer – Start in
July/August – Tulsa Must be at
least 18 years of age. 6 months of
previous work experience. Regular full time.

Valet Attendant – Transportation – Start in July/August
– Tulsa Must be a minimum of
18 years of age. Six months of previous work experience required.
Regular full time.

Restaurant Server PT – Start
in July/August – Tulsa Individual must be at least 18 years of
age. Regular part time.

Food and Beverage Supervisor – Bartlesville Must be a
minimum of 18 years of age. High
School Diploma or GED equivalent required. One year of food
and beverage experience. Regular
full time.

Hotel Room Attendant PT –
Start in July/August Must be 18
years of age or older. Regular full
time.

Restaurant Server – Start in
July/August – Tulsa Individual
must be at least 18 years of age.
Regular full time.
Line Cook – Start in July/August – Tulsa Must be a minimum
of 21 years of age. High School
Diploma or GED equivalent required. Two years of line or prep

Bartender – Start July/August
– Tulsa Must be 21 years of age.
High School Diploma or GED Regular full time.
EVS Attendant – Sand Springs
Must be a minimum of 18 years of
age. Six months of previous work
experience required. Regular full
time.
Table Games Supervisor –
Bartlesville Must be at least 18
years of age. Two years of department – specific experience. Regular full time.
Restaurant Server PT – Ponca
City Individual must be at least
18 years of age. Regular part time.
Buffet Attendant – Bartlesville
6 months of previous work experience. Regular full time.
Short Order Cook – Start in
July/August – Tulsa Must be a
minimum of 18 years of age. Six
(6) months of previous work experience in the food industry. Regular full time.
Dishwasher – Start in July/
August – Tulsa Must be a minimum of 18 years of age. Regular
full time.
Dishwasher PT – Start in July/
August – Tulsa Must be a minimum of 18 years of age. Regular
part time.
Sous Chef – Tulsa Must be 21
years of age. Associates Degree in
Culinary Arts or related field with
a minimum of two years of culinary cooking experience or high
school diploma/GED and six years
culinary cooking experience in a
multiple food venue environment
with one year in a supervisory capacity. Regular full time.
Maintenance Technician –
Start in July/August – Tulsa
Must be at least 18 years of age.
6 months of previous work experience. Minimal of two to three
years of experience in position related to assigned duties required.
Regular full time.
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Letters to the Editor
Importance of Service
to the Osage Nation

I would like to congratulate
all the recent candidates who
ran for office in the Osage Nation, including those who won
and those who lost. It is very
important to have Osage people who care enough to devote
the time, energy and resources
to run for office in the Nation.
Now it is time for all of us to
get behind the newly elected and re-elected officers and
help them to build a stronger
and more prosperous Nation.
As a reminder to those who
won, including those elected
to the Minerals Council, it is
not only your responsibility to
uphold and defend the Constitution of the Osage Nation, but
represent all who did and did
not vote for you.
As a former Commissioner
of the Osage Government Reform Commission who helped
write and shepherd the Osage
Nation Constitution through
to the ratification vote of the
Osage people on March 11,
2006, I feel it is important
to share some history on our
struggle for sovereignty. Most
know that our traditional
ways of governing ourselves
begin to erode in the years before we completed the move to

Fines

$125 fine for not using
her campaign bank
account to list her
campaign donations
and expenditures.
Lockett said Wood’s
submitted statement
listed a $250 initial
deposit to her campaign bank account
and at least two service charges but no expenditures from that
account. Rencountre
said Wood received
$2,200 in donations
and self-donations
listed on Wood’s first
campaign reporting
statement, which were
not deposited, including those donations
that were likely used
to directly pay for
campaign expenses.
“We don’t just have
(the candidates) open
that bank account just to
jump through that hoop,”
Lockett said. “We don’t
require receipts, we’ve
talked about how cumbersome that would be for the
candidates and ourselves,
so the bank is what lends
that credibility to those
expenditures.”
The Election Board next
meets on July 10 to consider action on the second
round of campaign reporting statements submitted
after the June 4 election.

Without Reservations

our last reservation in 1872.
Many may not know that our
ancestors did not give up the
thirst for self-governance but
recognized that a new way of
governing would be necessary.
As early as 1864, our ancestors
created a written constitution
in an effort to compensate for
the loss of our traditional ways
of headmen and clans. It was
not until 1881 when the Osage
people met in council and adopted a new constitution. I was
very familiar with that constitution as my great-grandfather William Conner helped
his longtime friend, fellow
Civil War veteran and schoolmate at Osage Mission, James
Bigheart, write it. This constitution was modeled after
the U.S. Constitution with a
three-branch government. It
was a sophisticated document,
though some of its provisions
would not have garnered support today. For instance, women could not vote. Of course
women couldn’t vote in U.S.
elections at this time either.
In the 1881 Constitution the
Osage specifically called their
government a national government, not a tribal government.
Today it is a distinction withSee Letters

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté
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Fayetteville, also focusing her
studies on indigenous food
sovereignty and health and
agriculture policies. She is a
former academic counselor for
the ON Education Department
and is married to Osage graphic design artist Ryan RedCorn.
During her interactions with
the students, Hare-RedCorn
said: “The group visited the
University of Arkansas Food
Innovations Research Laboratory and witnessed some distinct cultural differences in our
approach to food in the kitchen
and the good thoughts we as
indigenous people put into our
food preparation work. As the
week progressed, the students
inquired about research ideas
they felt would best complement the other tracks of the
Native Youth in Food and Agriculture Leadership Summit.”
In addition to the classroom
lectures and group projects,
the summit youth toured the
Quapaw operations and listened to presenters from those
entities. Chris Roper, the
tribe’s agriculture director,
said the Quapaw meat processing plant is the first of its
kind owned and operated by a
Native American tribe that is
certified by the USDA.
“We have about 200 head
of bison (with 30 head of baby
bison), we keep some at the
processing facility and feeding
facility area, we manage our
bison herd and put certain animals into the meat program
so that we can process them
and use the meat for jerky,
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we use it for our cultural programs, our cultural dinners,
we feed it at our elder center,
our daycares, we sell certain
amounts of our ground bison
at our retail outlets,” Roper
said. “So we manage our bison
and we take that product and
sell it to create some revenue
to come back in to take care of
those animals.”
For the Quapaw’s cattle operations, the stock includes
Black Angus cattle, heifers
and the processed meat goes
back to the tribal programs, as
well as the restaurants in the
Downstream Casino Resort,
Roper said. For the casino facility alone, “we go through
about 300,000 pounds of beef
per year and we’re able to provide the majority in-house.”
For the Quapaw’s five
greenhouse operations, various plants and fruits and
vegetables are grown inside
and outside the facilities and
those staples are also used
for consumption at the tribal
entities and the casino. Those
items grown included herbs
like thyme, corn, tomatoes, potatoes, onions and hops used
in the tribe’s new microbrew
beer operations.
In the Osage Nation, the Nation-owned Bird Creek Farms
in Pawhuska also grows plants
and vegetables and those harvested items are also provided to the Nation’s entities,
which provide food services,
including the Senior Nutrition
Department (Title VI). For example, on July 24, the ON Office of the Chiefs reported that
Bird Creek Farms delivered
320.5 pounds of produce to the

is the deadline for
all submissions for the
September issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!
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Plants and vegetable produce grow in beds and greenhouses owned
by the Quapaw Tribe in northeast Oklahoma. The tribe’s Downstream
Casino Resort is in the background and is one of the tribal entities
that benefit from receiving the food and plants for their operations
and amenities.

Fairfax Family Center, which
serves congregate weekday
meals and in recent months,
produce was also provided to
the Pawhuska facility.
For the 2019 summit, Parker said the applications will
be accepted in the spring and
more information on the summit is on its website at: www.
indigenousfoodandag.com/
youth-summit/
In describing the summit
as an asset for youth, Johnson said: “The Native Youth in
Food and Agriculture Summer
Leadership Summit directly

impacts Native communities
by training, supporting, and
inspiring Native youth to step
into leadership roles within
their communities to improve
Tribal food systems. The youth
are provided tools and exposed
to some of the best training
and technical resources in the
country to take back to their
communities, with the intent
that they directly contribute to
initiatives that support local
and traditional foods, health
and wellness, and natural resource management to name
a few.”
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out a difference as nation and
tribe are used interchangeably
to refer to our collective political and cultural status. Nationhood was emblematic of
how fiercely our ancestors defended their independence and
the right of self-governance.
For almost 20 years our ancestors managed without U.S.
oversight the collective wealth
that was generated by lucrative pasture leases, enforced
our laws, settled internal disputes through our Supreme
Court, and began reluctantly
but adroitly the negotiations
with the U.S. Dawes Commission charged with allotting
the reservation. As told by
my grandfather George Conner, his foster father William
Conner was a lead negotiator
for the Nation and was murdered by pro-allotment forces
in 1899. His murder prompted
George Conner to leave Carlisle Indian School that year
and return to Pawhuska. Once
home George was appointed
as National Secretary to the
Osage Nation Council. One of
his first jobs was to help draft
official written protests to
the U.S. Government, whose
Commissioner of Indian Affairs unilaterally declared that
the Osage Tribal Government
would end March 1900. The
Commissioner used the term
tribal in a diminutive sense to
refer to the Nation’s government because he was frustrated with the Nation’s stubborn
resistance to allotment.
The attached is an excerpted copy of the one such protest, memorial, written by the
Osage Nation Council in December 1890. My father told
me that his father, George,
wrote much of this including
the ironic 3rd response to the
Commissioner’s rationale for
dissolving our government.
This Memorial, originally 13
pages in length, was submitted
to the President pro tempore
of the U.S. Senate, William P.
Frye in a last resort to save the
Nation. You can read this to
get a sense of how sophisticated our leaders were 120 years
ago and how sacred this constitution was to them. I hope it
will serve as inspiration to all
of our newly elected officials
to resolve to do no less in protecting and defending our 2006
Constitution, the highest law
in our Nation.
–Joe Conner
Fairfax, OK

Courtesy of Joe Conner

An excerpted copy provided by Joe Conner of a Memorial from the Osage Indians in 1901, submitted by George Conner, James Bigheart, Peter Bigheart and Black Dog. This Memorial, originally 13 pages in length, was submitted to the President pro tempore of the U.S. Senate, William P. Frye in a
last resort to save the Nation.
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ABOVE, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Young women of the Hominy District help the
Committee Cooks before the Committee Dinner on June 30.
Cooks drop dumplings into a pot for cooking as they prepare the meal for the
Committee Dinner on June 30.
Hominy District Cook Marilyn Booth prepares frybread before the Hominy
Committee Dinner on June 30.
Otto Hamilton Jr. shakes hands with all the Hominy Cooks before the Hominy
District’s Committee Dinner on June 30.
BE;PW: The Hominy In-Lon-Schka Committee Cooks.
BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Cook helpers gather bowls and utensils for the June 16 Homi- Table setting for the June 16 Hominy
ny District committee dinner.
committee dinner.
BENNY POLACCA/
Osage News

RIGHT:
Hominy District Head
Committeeman
Dr. Steve Pratt and
Drumkeeper Gideon Goodeagle Jr.
welcome the three
districts to the
June 16 committee dinner before a
meal prayer is said.
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are going to be our next fluent
speakers, this is what we call
revitalization,” Bighorse said
after introducing the students.
Osage citizen and Oklahoma
City Mayor David Holt served as
the inauguration guest speaker.
Holt took mayoral office after
winning the city’s election in
February 2018 “with 78.5 percent of the vote, it was the largest vote percentage achieved by
a non-incumbent candidate for
mayor since 1947 and it made
Holt (39) the youngest mayor of
Oklahoma City since 1923,” Bighorse said in introducing Holt.
In his speech time, Holt read
passages from The Osages:
Children of the Middle Waters
by Osage author John Joseph
Mathews. “… Long before the
Europeans found them, they
had named the animals, the
fishes, the trees, the plants and
the birds and had named themselves Children of the Middle
Waters. They also knew how
they got there and why they were
there and they also had fumbled
toward an understanding of the
Wakon and that very comforting interpretation under which
they dwell.”
Holt introduced himself as
a member of the Fuller family,
which appears on the 1906 roll
and noted his, like other Osage
families, have their respective
stories of leaving the reservation, “so now we walk many
paths to find ourselves here today and yet, we all are here together still an Osage Nation.”
“We have pulled together and
we have survived” adversity
for centuries, Holt said in recounting struggles past Osages
endured. “We’re from coast to
coast, we’re around the world,
we’ve made an impact in sports,
in culture, in government, in
business and in the military – In
my city where I serve as mayor,
our largest employer is Tinker
Air Force Base, a major hub of
our nation’s defense named for
an Osage (Army Maj. Gen. Clarence Tinker).”
Holt
acknowledged
the
Osage officials from all three
ON government branches and
the Osage Minerals Council
present for taking their oaths
of office. “This Nation is now
yours to lead … We’ve chosen
you to hold this sacred trust,
I want you to know we believe
in you, we have chosen you, we
believe you are worthy custodians of our Nation’s long story,
you will go knowing the spirit of our people flows through
you, of those alive today and
our ancestors.”
The inauguration event included an honoring of gifts for
those leaving office, including
outgoing Congress members
William “Kugee” Supernaw and
James Norris who were present.
Drent honored Stepson, who
did not seek another retention
vote as Trial Court Chief Judge
and his service ended that day.
Stepson served on the bench
since 2006. Drent administered
the oaths for officials elected to
the three government branches
including Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Assistant Principal Chief Raymond
Red Corn, who both won second
four-year terms.
Incoming Congress members to serve on the Sixth ON
Congress took their oaths
including:
Scott
BigHorse,
Brandy Lemon, Angela Pratt,
Paula Stabler, Alice Goodfox and
Eli Potts.
Drent administered a group
oath to the Fourth Osage Minerals Council members who
were present. Seven members
attended with Myron Red Eagle
absent due to recent surgery,
Bighorse said. She also administered the oaths for fellow Supreme Court Justices Elizabeth
Lohah Homer and Drew Pierce.
The day’s event also included
a piano performance by Andrew
Cote, a Skiatook High School
graduate, who composed his own
music and has plans to enter the
U.S. Marine service in December, Bighorse said.
The 2018 Osage Nation inauguration is available for viewing
online at: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=jaw9L4qCing.
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LEFT: Osage community
members wait for the 2018
Osage Nation Inauguration
to begin on July 14 at the
Osage Casino in Ponca City.
RIGHT: Re-elected Osage
Congresswoman
Angela
Pratt takes her oath of office
at the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14 at the
Osage Casino in Ponca City.
LEFT: First grade, Kindergarten, and Pre-K student from
the Osage Language Immersion School say the Lord’s
Prayer in Osage.
RIGHT: Newly elected Osage
Congresswoman Paula Stabler takes her oath of office
at the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14 at the
Osage Casino in Ponca City.
LEFT: Oklahoma City Mayor David Holt, Osage, reads
from John Joseph Mathews’
book, “The Osages,” before
he begins his address at the
2018 Osage Nation Inauguration.
RIGHT: Andrew Cote performs an original composition for the newly elected
officials at the 2018 Osage
Nation Inauguration.
LEFT: Osage Nation Supreme
Court Chief Justice Meredith
Drent at the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14.
RIGHT: Osage Nation Supreme Court Justice Elizabeth Lohah Homer takes her
oath of office at the 2018
Osage Nation Inauguration
on July 14 at the Osage Casino in Ponca City.
LEFT: Re-elected Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear takes his oath of office
at the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14 at the
Osage Casino in Ponca City.
RIGHT: Osage Nation Supreme Court Justice Drew
Pierce shakes Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red
Corn’s hand after he took his
oath of office.
LEFT: Re-elected Assistant
Principal Chief Raymond
Red Corn takes his oath of
office at the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration.
RIGHT: Outgoing Osage Nation Trial Court Judge Marvin Stepson was honored at
the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14 at the
Osage Casino in Ponca City.
LEFT: Scott BigHorse takes
his oath of office for the Sixth
Osage Nation Congress on
July 14 at the Inauguration
Ceremony at the Osage Casino in Ponca City.
Attendees wait for Osage
Casino staff to set up the
banquet rooms for the meal
at the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14 at the
Osage Casino in Ponca City.
LEFT: Re-elected Osage Congresswoman Alice Goodfox
takes her oath of office at
the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14 at the
Osage Casino in Ponca City.
RIGHT: Billie Ponca, Theresa Rutherford and Beverly Brownfield at the 2018
Osage Nation Inauguration
on July 14 at the Osage
Casino in Ponca City.

LEFT: Newly elected Osage
Congresswoman
Brandy
Lemon takes her oath of office at the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14
at the Osage Casino in Ponca
City.

LEFT: Newly elected Osage
Congressman Eli Potts takes
his oath of office at the 2018
Osage Nation Inauguration
on July 14.
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The Fourth Osage Minerals Council takes their oaths of
office from Supreme Court Chief Justice Meredith Drent
at the 2018 Osage Nation Inauguration on July 14 at the
Osage Casino in Ponca City. Councilman Myron Red Eagle was unable to attend due to a recent surgery.
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