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Osage Nation signs 75 acres
into trust in north Tulsa
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear signed the warranty deed to place 75 acres of
the Nation’s land into trust on
June 13.
The Tulsa Back 75, located
adjacent to the Nation’s new
casino in north Tulsa, had
a long road after the Osage
County Commissioners appealed the trust application to
the Bureau of Indian Affairs
regional director citing a loss
of approximately $11,000 in
ad-valorem taxes earlier this
year. The regional director sided with the Nation, pointing
out the considerable monetary
contributions the Nation has
made to Osage County.
“When Mr. [Rex] Duncan, on
behalf of Osage County, filed
an appeal that went to the regional director, the regional
director made a decision and
he took everything into consideration and his decision was
in favor of the Osage Nation,”
said BIA Osage Agency Superintendent Robin Phillips.
“With no further appeal to his
decision, we’re in a position
now to move forward. We al-
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Officials who participated in the June 6 groundbreaking, from left:
Casey Johnson, director of operations; Martin Stepson, Chief Trial
Court Judge; ON Congressman James Norris; Jason Zaun, Executive
Branch Chief of Staff; Johnny Williams, government affairs advisor;
Maria Deroin, coordinator for the Veterans Memorial Commission;
Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt; Frances Williams, Veterans
Commission member and Hominy Chapter of American War Mothers president; Richard Perrier, Veterans Commission member; Franklin McKinley, Veterans Commission chairman; ON Congressman
John Maker; and Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear.
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From left: ON Real Estate Services Director Melissa Currey, Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear, BIA Osage Agency Superintendent Robin Phillips and Lynn Star McGuire Holloway, BIA Real Estate Services. Standing
Bear and Phillips signed the Tulsa Back 75 property into trust on June 13.

ready made a decision and he
backed us.”
Standing Bear and Phillips
signed the deed in the Executive Branch conference room
with BIA Real Estate Services
employee Lynn Star McGuire
Holloway (Osage), ON Real
Estate Services Director Melissa Currey (Osage), and ON
Director of Operations Casey

Johnson (Osage) in attendance. Phillips and Standing
Bear both remarked on the
collaborative efforts made by
Currey and Holloway.
“I want to thank our staff,
Melissa Currey and her staff in
real estate services. I want to
thank the Osage Casino staff,
See TRUST

Osage officials and military
veterans break ground on
Veterans Memorial
Benny Polacca
Osage News
With construction underway on the Osage Nation Veterans Memorial, government officials say the structure will be
built and completed by Veterans Day.
On June 6, Osage veterans, government officials and
See Memorial
—Continued on Page 8
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Osage Minerals Council election supervisor
certifies results despite two challenges
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
With two challenges still
pending and a final report
yet to be released, the Osage
Minerals Council did not take
any election action at its June
15 meeting.
“We don’t really have the
ability to vote on anything,”
Councilman Talee Redcorn
said. “I don’t know what we
can do, and I would be uncomfortable doing anything
right now.”

“I’m not asking for a vote
on anything today,” Councilwoman Cynthia Boone replied.
“These are just concerns my
constituents are contacting
me about.”
Boone and Linda Heskett
filed challenges with the Minerals Council Election Board
on June 11, contesting the
results of the June 4 election.
Boone finished ninth while
Heskett finished 12th among
the 14 candidates.
In their petitions, both ask
that the election results be

thrown out due to Election
Day changes to the voter roll,
including addresses being updated and shareholders added
to the list.
Voting for the eight Osage
Minerals Council seats is restricted to tribal citizens older than the age of 18 whose
names appear on the quarterly annuity roll at the Bureau
of Indian Affairs’ Pawhuska
Agency as of the last payment
prior to Election Day.
When questioned by Boone
in open session, Minerals

Council Election Board Supervisor Billie Ponca said three
voter addresses were updated
on Election Day and up to 10
people were sent to the Office
of the Special Trustee and
the BIA to verify their status
as shareholders after their
names did not appear on the
voter roll.
“A BIA employee offered to
help,” she said. “She verified
people and they were allowed
to vote.”
Under Part 25 of the Code of
Federal Regulations, of which
the Osage Minerals Council
election board has modeled its
election code, any challenges
or disputes to the voter roll
are supposed to be addressed
by the election board at least
three days prior to the election.
Additionally, the Code of

Federal
Regulations
only
spells out recount procedures
for the Minerals Council Election Board. As per a signed
statement from Ponca, TrueBallot conducted a recount on
June 13, which yielded the
same results as those released
on June 4. With the recount
matching the Election Day returns, Ponca certified the election results on June 13.
Boone also raised concerns about absentee balloting, asking about the
glitches with postage and envelopes that impacted about 50
absentee ballots.
“We counted all absentee
ballots as long as they were in
our post office box by June 4,”
Ponca said.
See OMC
—Continued on Page 6
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A procession of Grayhorse District dancers walk to the arbor for the June 8 In-Lon-Schka dances with the drum.
To see more photos from this year’s Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka, turn to page 9.
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Inauguration Day 2018 scheduled
July 14 at Ponca City Osage Casino
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Inauguration Day 2018 will
take place at the Ponca City
Osage Casino Hotel on Saturday July 14 for Osages elected to Executive Branch office,
as well as the Sixth Osage
Nation Congress.
The inauguration will start
at 10 a.m. in the casino’s banquet rooms, which served as
the inauguration venue for
Osages elected to office in
the 2016 and 2014 elections.
Those elected in the June 4
general election include: Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear and Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn
(both re-elected to their second
four-year terms) and Sixth ON
Congress members Scott BigHorse, Eli Potts, Alice Goodfox, Brandy Lemon, Angela
Pratt, and Paula Stabler.

All three ON Supreme
Court Justices received majority “yes” votes for retention
and they will also be sworn in
to serve four-year terms. Sitting on the Nation’s high court
are Chief Justice Meredith
Drent and Associate Justices
Elizabeth Lohah Homer and
Drew Pierce.
Jason Zaun, Chief of Staff
for Standing Bear’s office, said
the inauguration emcee will
be Vann Bighorse, who is the
ON Language Department
director. Bighorse, a former
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center
director, is known throughout the Osage and Native
American communities for his
singing, language and Osage
cultural knowledge.
Oklahoma City Mayor and
Osage citizen David Holt will
serve as the event guest speaker, Zaun said. Holt, a former
Oklahoma state senator, took
his oath of office in April af-

ter winning the city’s Feb. 13
election. Holt, 39, took office
as the youngest current mayor
of an American city with more
than 500,000 residents and is
Oklahoma City’s first mayor of
Native American descent, according to a city news release.
In its respective June 4
election, the Fourth Osage
Minerals Council will also
take their oaths of office in
July. Those elected to fouryear OMC terms are Everett
Waller, Talee Redcorn, Andrew Yates, Susan Revard
Forman, Paul Revard, Marsha
Harlan, Myron Red Eagle, and
Margo Gray.
The Fourth Minerals Council is scheduled to take their
oaths of office on July 2, with
its members also participating
in the July 14 inauguration
ceremony in Ponca City for the
executive, legislative and judicial branches.

Osage Nation Election Board
certifies general election results
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
The Osage Nation Election
Board voted unanimously
Tuesday morning to certify the results of the 2018
general election.
With no challenges filed, the
outcome remains unchanged
from election night.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear and Assistant
Principal Chief Raymond Red
Corn were each re-elected
with a supermajority of the
votes cast.
Standing Bear received
67.85 percent of the votes cast,

compared to 30.43 percent for
challenger Maria Whitehorn.
Red Corn received 69.53
percent of the votes for Assistant Principal Chief while
Otto
Hamilton
received
28.22 percent.
“Thank goodness we had a
clear winner (in the executive
branch races),” ONEB Chairwoman Shannon Lockett said.
“Technically, we still could
have had a run-off if neither
candidate in one of those races
had not hit 51 percent.”
Receiving almost 10 percent of the votes cast, former
Principal Chief and state representative Scott BigHorse
led all Congressional candidates. Also finishing among
the top six were Eli Potts,

Second Speaker Alice Goodfox, Brandy Lemon, Speaker
Angela Pratt and Pawhuska
Indian Village board member
Paula Stabler.
The tribe’s three Supreme
Court judges, Meredith Drent,
Elizabeth Lohah Homer and
Drew Pierce, were also retained by a supermajority
of votes.
In accordance with legislation adopted during the 2017
Tzi-Zho Session, inauguration
will be July 14.
The board and election staff
also expressed their gratitude
for the Osage Nation Museum
for being willing to be the lone
See Certified
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Construction work continues on the Tulsa Osage Casino Hotel on
June 20.

Osage gaming officials
preparing for Aug. 29
Tulsa casino opening
Benny Polacca
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. – Osage
Nation gaming officials are
continuing their work to
prepare the new Osage Casino Hotel here for an Aug.
29 opening.
“Everything is on pace
with Tulsa (casino and hotel
project), I hope you saw this
beautiful facility (while driving by),” Osage Casinos CEO
Byron Bighorse told the
Gaming Enterprise Board at
the June 20 meeting.
The casino is also hosting
a private opening event for
enrolled Osage tribal members one day prior to the
public opening. The preview
event includes opportunities to play the new casino
games and to tour the Tulsa
casino/hotel on Aug. 28 from
6 to 9 p.m.
Attendees must show
their ON membership cards
and may bring one guest
with them. All attendees
must be at least 18 years old.
The Tulsa casino and hotel is expected to bring 200
new job positions to the region’s economy and a July 12
job fair for the Tulsa casino/

hotel positions is planned at
the Osage Casinos Executive Offices from 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. located at 1211 W.
36th St. N. just west of the
casino property.
Kyle Revard, casino human resources director, said
Tulsa casino managers and
Gaming Commission staff
will be present at the job
fair where on-the-spot interviews and offers will be
conducted. Those offered
jobs will also be subject to
on-the-spot drug testing to
expedite the hiring process,
he said, adding “we’re excited and ramped up, ready to
go for hiring at Tulsa.”
According to the casino’s
online job listings, available
Tulsa positions include: hotel room attendants, cocktail
servers, short-order cooks,
restaurant servers, laundry attendants, front desk
agents, bartenders, table
games dealers and supervisors, housekeepers and
maintenance technicians.
Elizabeth Hembree, ON
Gaming Commission director, said the three-person
Gaming Commission board
See Casino
—Continued on Page 6
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Osage Language Immersion School Eagles to compete in Cross Country this fall
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
In the early morning hours
at the Osage Language Immersion School, the first-grade
students are warming up for
their morning jog. The students, ages 6 to 7, talk excitedly about how fast they can run
and who will win the race.
“It’s not a race,” said Wakonse Mary Jacobs, one of
the teachers who helps the
first grade at the school. Wakonse,
pronounced
WahKon-Zay,
translates
to
“Teacher” in Osage. “We must
pace ourselves.”
The students, who will begin
second grade in the fall, will be
the members of the school’s
first Cross Country team.
They will be called the Osage
Language Immersion School
Eagles. Their uniforms will be
turquoise, gold and black, with
the school’s sports logo yet to
be decided.
“I get emotional when I

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

From left: Luna Jacobs, Pehan RedCorn, Joseph Duty and Blaire StandingBear warm up by doing “knee highs” before their morning jog of
one mile.

think about what we’re doing
here, it almost makes me cry,”
said First Grade Wakonse
Paula Martinez. “Knowing
this is a first, we’re starting
something new. It’s fun watching them grow. These children
are the first for our school to be
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running cross country. This is
making history for our school
and Nation.”
Cross Country is a popular
sport among Native youth, especially on reservations in the
Southwest and the northern
plains. The students have been
prepped for the sport by Martinez and Jacobs, who have been
showing the students videos
and articles on Jim Thorpe
and Billy Mills. The students
especially like the footage of
Mills’ legendary win of the
1964 Tokyo Olympics in the
10,000 meters.
“The video of Billy Mills
winning the Olympics got

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Wakonse Mary Jacobs runs with the first grade students down Bigheart
Ave. in Pawhuska.

the kids excited. They really
started wanting to exercise
and run after that,” Martinez
said. Their next field trip will
be to Jim Thorpe’s home in
Yale, Okla.
“We’re excited,” said Pehan
RedCorn, who will be in second
grade in the fall. She said running is good exercise.
The students also have plenty of role models to look up to
in the classroom.
“We both ran cross country
in college, so we have that in
common,” Martinez said of her
and Jacobs.
Martinez held the high
school state record in the
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mile for more than three decades and ran track and cross
country for Oklahoma State
University. Jacobs ran cross
country for Haskell Indian Nations University and runs with
the students when they train.
“I’m excited to add another physical fitness component
to the school. Mrs. Martinez
has come into the Immersion
School and really been a driving force in this area,” said David Webb, Headmaster for the
school. “The Immersion School
is guided by four pillars: Osage
Lifeways and Nation Building; Family and Community;
Academics; and Health. The
cross country team is one example of the Immersion School
drawing from the biological,
environmental, psychological,
physical and medical sciences
to promote the overall health
of our students.”

Osage Language
Immersion School
Eagles

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Martinez said she and her
daughter, Mandy McKinley,
and Jacobs, came up with the
idea for having sports teams
for the school. They originally

Joseph Duty, Wakonse Mary Jacobs and Pehan RedCorn finishing up
their one-mile run.

—Continued on Page 6
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Osage Congress approves of agent to
assess Tallgrass and Osage LLCs
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
In what has proven to be one
of the most difficult years for
the Osage Nation’s business
arm, the Osage Congress approved to appoint an agent to
assist the ON Attorney General in assessing the financial
status regarding the Osage
and Tallgrass LLCs.
Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards filed a bill and a resolution addressing the companies during the 12th Special
Session, held June 5. The bill,
ONCA 18-30, called for an
appropriation of $150,000 to
pay for the agent. The resolution, ONCR 18-15, allowed
for the appointment of the
agent. There were hours long
discussions during the session
on whether additional experts
were needed, whether the
amount of money was too high,
and whether the Nation’s leaders could find a remedy for the
companies on its own.
The appropriation bill failed,
and the resolution passed,
prompting remarks by Edwards that the funding for the
agent might not be available to
Attorney General Holli Wells.
Edwards, Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn,
speaking on behalf of the Executive Branch, and Wells spoke
in favor of the accounting and
advisory firm of Baker Tilly.
Since that time Wells has
reached out to Baker Tilly to
begin negotiations.
“We’re
in
negotiations,
they’re ongoing,” said Wells
on a phone interview June 28.
“Baker Tilly has been chosen
after we’ve researched different entities; and we also had
good recommendations from
other parties for their work on
this type of situation.”
Wells said the lack of funding for the agent is a valid concern and she couldn’t comment
further until after she spoke
with ON Treasurer Sam Alexander. She said the top priority for the agent is to do an
independent evaluation of the
financial status of Tallgrass
LLC and their entities. She
said once the agent is hired
they will have 21 days to assess the companies and report
back to the Nation.

Screenshot of Live Video

Osage Nation Attorney General Holli Wells answers questions from the Fifth Osage Nation Congress as to the
legal ramifications to the Nation if Tallgrass and Osage LLCs were to default on government contracts.

12th Special Session

Red Corn and Wells both
supported the position of hiring a third-party agent to look
into the financial condition of
both companies. Congresswoman Alice Goodfox too supported appointing an agent but
she felt the cost of $150,000
was high to pay someone to
give answers to questions they
already knew the answers to.
“I just feel like this is one of
those times, and we’ve done
this before in the past, where
we pay someone on the outside
to come in and tell us what
we’re doing right and what
we’re doing wrong and to oversee, or have a second, third
or fourth set of eyes on something we’re charged with doing
– whether that’s Congress, Executive or boards. That’s what
we’re doing right now,” she
said. “We’re going to pay someone $150,000 to come in and
tell us, in my opinion, what
we already know. So, while I
am glad we’re not forking over
money directly to Tallgrass or
Osage LLC, because I know
they’re having problems and
yes, I know it’s going through
the attorney general’s office,
I still ... I’m just not okay
with this.
“I feel like this is something
we as a Nation can figure out
without having to spend an additional $150,000 of the Osage
people’s money.”
Edwards said the Congress
has known about the struggles

Osage Nation now offering
Crisis Text Line service for
intervention situations
Osage News
The Osage Nation is partnering with Crisis Text Line to offer intervention services to anyone experiencing crisis situations
including family and domestic violence, bullying, anxiety and
thoughts of self-harm and suicide.
Crisis Text Line is a confidential service for those needing to
connect with someone to discuss their situation, according to an
ON news release. Anyone in a crisis can text “OSAGE” to 741741
to be connected live with a trained crisis counselor.
“The service is for all sorts of crisis, and that includes the
youth who are more likely to text for help rather than ask or call,
especially if they are dealing with the types of issues our youth
face today like problems at school, relationships, family, and especially life-threatening situations,” said Anthony Shackleford,
Osage Nation Prevention Program director in the release. The
Prevention Program is one of the ON departments that worked
to bring the crisis text service to the Osage Reservation/Osage
County service area and Osages nationwide.
The life-saving helpline is there for anyone experiencing any
type of crisis including suicidal thoughts, family and domestic
violence, sexual assault, anxiety, self-harm, stress, bullying and
more, the release states.
The opportunity to provide a text line to current crisis support systems that tracks data is something the Osage Nation
Information Technologies Department is excited about as I.T. is
another department involved in building the partnership with
Crisis Text Line, according to the release.
“[Osage Nation I.T.] won’t have access to the data, it’s saved
to a secure online portal for reference by [Osage Nation Prevention] staff only. The exciting thing about the data is that it could
help prove a need exists when applying for grant funding, or
other opportunities,” said Paul Tutty, Osage Nation I.T. Web
Engineer in the release.
Crisis Text Line is the fourth addition to the available 24-hour
phone numbers the Osage Nation provides for community members and constituents in need. The ON Family Violence Prevention Department, ON Police Department, and ON Constituent
Services Department also provides 24-7 phone lines.

of Tallgrass LLC and Osage
LLC for about eight to 10
months. She said the company was in trouble, they could
not produce audited financials,
there are problems with their
records, quarterly reports are
not being turned in and there
was a wrong accounting system being used at one time.
“I don’t think we do know
what to do about it. Because
if we knew what to do about
it, we would not have been in
a position where we wiped out
our work force, without closing the doors. So, you’re left
without substantially all your
workforce, wiped out an entire
area of business,” she said.
“We have two board members
that came on board and then
left because of the state of the
affairs of the entity and yes,
it’s going to cost some money
to get some solutions. There
hasn’t been a solution produced to my knowledge, until
we have this money. This is
not that much money to get

some real solid information
from some real solid experts.”
Wells said the Nation is in
a precarious position it’s never
been in before. She said if the
Nation should lose its government contracts it would damage the Nation’s reputation of
doing business for years. She
compared the situation of Tallgrass LLC and Osage LLC to
“circling the drain.”
“One of the advantages of
this money is not just another set of eyes looking at what
we’ve already looked at, but
these government contracts
are vital. And you just can’t
shut the doors when you have
government contracts, it’s just
not possible. We’ve never been
in this situation before, and
the way things wind down, if
they wind down, we need to
know how to do that. If they
don’t wind down, then we need
Baker Tilly working these folks
to tell us how to,” she said.
“Members of Congress, I can’t
enforce to you enough that we

can’t just shut the doors, we
cannot do that. As the Nation
that would cripple us from
any economic development for
years. Baker Tilly can come in
and do what Finley and Cook
isn’t hired to do and that’s
where it makes a difference
to me as the AG, is we have to
do things right, we have to do
things that are going to benefit our people, not things that
are going to keep us from being
able to make money five years
from now. We’re in a situation
we’ve never been in and this
is a very important decision
that we’re making on behalf of
our people.”
ONCA 18-30 failed, with
Congress members Otto Hamilton, John Maker, Archie
Mason, Joe Tillman, Maria
Whitehorn and Edwards voting “yes.” Goodfox, William
“Kugee” Supernaw and Pratt
voted no.
ONCR 18-15 passed with
only two “no” votes coming from Supernaw and
Whitehorn.

Tallgrass LLC
In a phone interview on
June 25, Tallgrass Board of
Directors Chair Jim Parris
said they are working with
their contractors on a schedule to pay for everything they
owe. He said the companies
have not defaulted on their
government contracts and that
the board is currently working
with the Nation on possible
financial assistance, but he
could not go into details.
“We’re still working and
it’s just something that a lot
of people are trying to help us
with,” he said. “We’re hoping
everything is going to work out
to continue operations. We’ll
see what happens.”

Federal jurisdiction over tribes still makes
marijuana illegal in Indian Country
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Many Osage tribal members are confused after the
Osage Nation Police Department issued a statement that
said marijuana is still illegal in Indian Country. Since
Indian Country falls under
federal jurisdiction, and not
state jurisdiction, tribal authorities have no choice but
to prosecute anyone in possession of marijuana, in any
form, if arrested on Osage
Nation lands.
Tulsa Public Radio
Outrage was the response
Passage of SQ 788 does not legalize marijuana in Indian Country juon the Osage News Facebook risdiction.
page after the statement was
posted. Despite the fact that hemp production seized, over
Oklahomans, even Osag- 30,000 plants, by the Depart- Osage lands
Osage tribal properties ines, voted yes on June 26 for ment of Justice and the DEA
clude
the Osage Nation camState Question 788, approvin a raid on their reservation. pus, the three Osage Villages
ing the medicinal use of marof Grayhorse, Hominy and
ijuana in Oklahoma, does
Pawhuska. All seven sites of
not change the fact that U.S.
the Osage Casinos.
Atty. Gen. Jeff Sessions opThe following is the stateposes the use of marijuana,
ment
from the ONPD:
in any form.
“Indian
Country may be loThe Drug Enforcement
cated within Oklahoma state
Administration still classiborders, but it is a different
fies marijuana as a Schedule
jurisdiction than the State
I drug. Sessions is quoted in
of Oklahoma. Passage of SQ
a Feb. 27, 2017 Huffington
788 does not legalize mariPost article as not in favor of
In a March 6, 2018 Los juana in Indian Country jurecreational marijuana and
said there could be possible Angeles Times article, for the risdiction. ONPD will abide
repercussions from the feder- past four years prosecutors by guidance from the U.S.
al government on states that have followed what is re- Attorney’s Office, which is,
have legalized it. He said ferred to as the “Cole Memo” until the Department of Jushe finds the plant to be un- that was instituted during tice reclassifies marijuana, it
healthy and that it leads to the Obama administration will remain a Schedule I narmore crime.
that said “not to interfere cotic and treated accordingly
In 2015 the Flandreau with state-sanctioned can- – meaning marijuana is not
Santee Sioux Tribe put a nabis laws, as long as people legal to possess for any reaplanned marijuana resort weren’t violating specific fed- son in Indian Country jurison hold and had to destroy eral priorities, such as sell- diction. Please do not bring
their existing cannabis crop ing to minors or shipping pot your drugs to the Osage caafter federal authorities shut across state lines.” Sessions sinos, hotels, or any other
it down. Also, in 2015, the announced in January that tribal properties or you will
be subject to arrest and tribal
Menominee Tribe of Wis- he was ending the protocol.
prosecution.”
consin had their industrial

Passage of SQ 788
does not legalize
marijuana in
Indian Country
jurisdiction.
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Maj. Gen. Clarence Tinker descendants tour Tinker Air Force Base on
June 27.
SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The Osage Language Immersion School students competed at the Oklahoma Native American Youth Language
Fair and the first-grade class won first place in the group spoken language, beating the Cherokee Nation Immersion School.

Osage Language Immersion
School to begin private school
accreditation process
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Language Immersion School is about to
hit its two-year anniversary,
which will make it eligible to
apply for private school accreditation – something the
staff at the school has been
working toward since day one.
The school’s two-year anniversary, July 2, will officially
make it a candidate for accreditation through AdvancED’s
Readiness Diagnostic, a process that looks at a school’s
leadership capacity, learning
capacity and resource capacity, said David Webb, Headmaster for the school.
“The Immersion School has
taken the critical first-steps in
exerting our sovereignty and
reclaiming the education of
our Osage youth from a public
school system that far-too-often fails Native American students,” he said. “Our mission
is to provide a premier education for our Osage children
through a project driven and
personalized curriculum utilizing proven teaching methods, cutting-edge technology,
and a secure environment.”
The accreditation for a private school is an arduous and
timely one, he said. It can take
anywhere from two to four
years. There are currently 27
Osage children on the waiting
list for the school, which integrates the Osage language and
culture into its daily education
plans. The school is continuing
its growth by adding on a second-grade class, which will be-

gin in the fall with a new Osage
teacher, Amanda McKinley
from the Grayhorse District.
Beginning Aug. 13, the Kindergarten class will have eight
children, the first-grade class
will have 10 children, and the
second-grade class will have 10
children. The school also has
a four-year-old room, 2-yearold to 3-year-old room, infants
and toddlers.
“We hope to create a private
school from pre-Kindergarten
to 12th grade,” Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear said.
“A critical part of this is recognized accreditation. David
Webb and the team have done
a great job. Debbie Atterberry and Melvina Prather are
very much engaged in longrange planning.”
The school has several
milestones to meet before
there is an accreditation
recommendation
to
the
Oklahoma Private School
Accreditation Commission.
According to Webb, during
the school’s Readiness Review,
AdvancED will document and
analyze the following:
• School Assurances: Policies and Procedures,
Security and Crisis
Management Plan, Financial Transactions,
and Improvement Plan
• School Quality Factors: Clear Direction,
Healthy Culture, High
Expectations, Impact of
Instruction, Resource
Management, Efficacy of
Engagement, and Fidelity of Implementation

Courtesy Photo/Nate West

The students of the Immersion School take regular field trips to teach
them about Osage history and culture. During the Hominy In-Lon-Schka,
the Pre-K and Kindergarten classes were invited to eat at the Susie Pryor
Craft Camp.

• Executive Summary:
School Description,
School Purpose, and
Notable Achievements

• Stakeholder Feedback
Data: Climate, Inventory, Student Engagement
Surveys, and Student
Performance Data
“When the Readiness Review’s criteria and standards
have been demonstrated by
the school, AdvancED will perform an Engagement Review,”
Webb said.
The Engagement Review is
a process that is conducted onsite by a team of qualified and
trained educational professionals to evaluate an institution’s
adherence to the AdvancED
Performance Standards; assess the efficacy and impact
of its continuous improvement
process; assess the effectiveness of the institution’s methods for quality assurance; and
identify strengths deserving of
commendations and provide
required actions for improvement, Webb said.
Data shows that in public
schools, Native American students have the lowest high
school graduation rates in the
country, have seen a great decline in ACT scores, have less
access to high-level education
courses, and many are not proficient in reading or math by
the eighth grade. Webb said
that is unacceptable.
“We as a strong, intelligent,
caring people have the ability,
and the responsibility, to offer
our Osage children an elite
system of education. The Immersion School is in the beginning phase of doing just that.
Working with Chief Standing
Bear, and other educators
within the Osage Nation, the
vision of the Immersion School
has evolved into becoming
the model for excellence in
education throughout Indian
Country and beyond,” Webb
said. “The Osage people must
construct a foundation for the
present and future success of
Osage children and the Nation
as a whole by using methods
that support language revitalization, nation building, sovereignty, and the development
of accomplished young adults
who will discover their talents
and leave their footprint for
those that follow.”

Maj. Gen. Clarence
Tinker descendants tour
Tinker Air Force Base
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
MIDWEST CITY — Before getting out feathers and fans
for Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka, an Osage family spent a day
behind the scenes with propellers and airplane parts.
On June 27, more than 40 descendants of Maj. Gen. Clarence Tinker toured Tinker Air Force Base.
A citizen of the Osage Nation, Tinker was the first American general lost in action in World War II. His plane disappeared near Wake Island in June 1942 during a pre-planned
long-range bombing attack on the Japanese.
Originally called the Midwest Air Depot, the site was
named Tinker Field in October 1942 and renamed Tinker
Air Force Base in January 1948. Directly responsible for
almost 30,000 jobs, the base is the site of the Oklahoma City
Air Logistics Complex, the largest of the Air Force Material
Command’s three repair depots. The 4,100-acre base is also
home to the 72nd Air Base Wing, the 448th Supply Chain
Management Wing, the 552nd Air Control Wing, the Navy
Strategic Communications Wing One, the 507th Air Re-fueling Wing and the 38th Cyberspace Engineering Group.
With family members scattered across multiple states
and time zones, Phil Tinker, Maj. Gen. Tinker’s grandson,
reached out to personnel at the base and organized the tour
after a few family members expressed interest during the
2017 In-Lon-Schka dances. Originally expecting maybe a
handful of relatives to tag along, more than 60 initially responded as word spread among the cousins.
“This has grown beyond anything I was thinking. I
thought it would maybe be 10 to 15 people. It turned into
‘Well, I want to go’ and ‘I want to go,’” Tinker said.
“It’s been a journey, but it’s been a very rewarding one to see people happy and to see them honoring
Granddad’s history.”
Thanks to security protocols, the tour was weeks in the
making. All participants had to submit information for a
background check in order to come on base, plus additional
on-site identification checks in order to access hangars used
by the U.S. Navy.
Among the relatives that came in early for the tour was
Nan Norton from Phoenix. Norton said she was thoroughly
impressed by the scale and scope of work performed at the
facility named for her ancestor.
“The interest in the base has always been there,” she said.
“When Phil offered the opportunity for us to go, I was all
over it. I had no idea what all takes place at the base and
what they do, but it is amazing. It is really amazing.”

LENZY KREHBIEL-BURTON/Osage News

Tinker family members got to tour Tinker Air Force Base on June 27.

Osage People to host Honoring Our Last
Osage Full Bloods event on Aug. 4
Osage News
There are only eight remaining full blood Osages within
the tribe. Osages took notice
and through a grassroots effort
have pulled together to host
Honoring Our Last Osage Full
Bloods. The event will start at
1 p.m. at Wakon Iron Hall on
Aug. 4.

The following Osage full
bloods will be honored:
Grayhorse District
Tommy Daniels
Hominy District
Billy Sam Fletcher
Elda Morrell
Pawhuska District
Herman “Mogri” Lookout

Joan Yvonne Lookout
Eddy Red Eagle
John Red Eagle
Myron Red Eagle
The individuals will be presented with blankets and medals by Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear, students from
See FULL BLOODS
—Continued on Page 6

LENZY KREHBIEL-BURTON/Osage News

Children from the Tinker family pose next to a bust of Maj. Gen. Clarence Tinker at Tinker Air Force Base on June 27.
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Kimberly Pearson (Osage),
and CEO Byron Bighorse
(Osage), and especially their
lawyers and our lawyer, Terry Mason Moore (Osage), and
Dean Luthey, who works for
the casinos. Bruce Cass, who
when he was running TDLA
was instrumental in getting us
this far,” Standing Bear said.
“I know there are others that
I need to thank but those are
the main people.”
The property will be used for
the Nation’s Skyway36 venture, a technology park that
the Nation and Osage Casinos
are collaborating on.
“We are getting ready to
undertake a master plan for
that entire area of the airpark
and the Oakley properties and
have already agreed to meet.
The casino will be at that table,” said Assistant Principal
Chief Raymond Red Corn, who
is spearheading Skyway36.
“We’re going to coordinate
with the casinos on the planning of that entire area.”
Standing Bear said he was
optimistic about the property.
“It’s such a well-located
piece of land,” he said. “Part of
it is located by the casino, and
we want to see what they’re
going to use it for, or not. But
we definitely have plans for
Skyway36, so we just have to
see what’s the best way for the
Osage people.”
Currey said her office is now
working on putting the Nation’s Bird Creek Farms property into trust.

Eagles

–from Page 3

wanted a basketball team for
the school, but at the time it
was too late in the season to
organize. Martinez told the
parents of their idea for a cross
country team and the idea
took off, she said. The parents
came together and conducted
a survey for a school mascot
and school colors. They chose
the Eagles for their mascot
and their school colors are turquoise, gold and black.
“I love the fact that the
Immersion School’s parents
got together and selected the
school mascot and school colors for the Immersion School,”
Webb said. “Community and
parent involvement are crucial components for any school

Osage Nation contributions
to Osage County
The following was taken
from the Osage Nation’s response to the Commissioners’
appeal earlier this year and
reflects part of the reason
why the BIA regional director reaffirmed the BIA Osage
Agency’s decision to approve
the Nation’s land into trust
application for the Tulsa Back
75 property.
• Since 2007, the Osage
Nation has voluntarily
contributed $1,742,500
to various Osage County
governmental entities including the Skiatook Community Health Clinic, City
of Hominy Water Infrastructure, City of Hominy
Fire Truck, Grocery store
in Fairfax, Barnsdall Water Treatment Equipment,
Barnsdall EMS, Boulanger
Water District, Osage
County Volunteer Fire Departments and EMS and
Osage County Industrial
Authority for construction
of the Pawhuska Business
Development Center.
• In 2017, the Osage Nation paid $1,728,031
to the State of Oklahoma for gross production taxes, with a
portion being shared
with Osage County.
• Additional contributions by the Osage Nation include voluntary
contributions to the
schools in Osage County which amounted to
$126,620.24 in 2015,
striving for excellence and
the parents of the Immersion
School have been invaluable in
the process of the school growing and heading in the direction of excellence. This is just
one of many examples of our
parents coming together and
helping shape the direction of
Daposka Ahnkodapi.”
Daposka Ahnkodapi translates to “Our School” and is
pronounced,
Dah-Pose-Kah
Awn-Ko-Daup-Pee.

Sports Logo Contest

The Immersion School parents are organizing a sports
logo art contest for Osage Nation tribal members to enter.
Parents will choose the winning sports logo that will be
used for the school’s sports
teams and will be on the student uniforms, t-shirts and

$253,936.47 in 2016, and
$245,371.80 in 2017.
The Osage Nation also
funds several tribal governmental programs which directly relieve Osage County from
providing these services to
Osage County which include
the following:
• Childcare from 20152018 $1,284,754
• Early Learning Academics from 20152018 $6,706,677
• Osage Nation Police
Department 20152018 $4,383,337
• Emergency Management Department from
2015-2018 $842,664
• Immersion School from
2016-2018 $1,758,279
• Wildland Fire Department
from 2017-2018 $677,129
• The Osage Nation employs 1,164 full-time
employees with 497 of
those employees working in its government
programs and service
activities with 2017 gross
payrolls for Osage Nation totaling $23,135,099
and $43,504,296 for the
Osage Nation Casinos.
• The Nation and the Osage
Nation Casinos have also
paid $391,080 annually
in discretionary sponsorships that benefit many
residents of Osage County.
other merchandise. The rules
and information for the competition is currently being finalized and will be released in
coming weeks.
Martinez said the cross
country season starts in September and she already has
the students booked for five
competitions. The first will be
a competition in Bartlesville,
Cleveland, then Tonkawa and
she has scheduled two against
her former school, Woodland.
She taught and coached cross
country, Track and Field, for
22 years.
“I talked to my old school,
Woodland, and to the coaches
there and we’re going to go to
their school and run and then
they’re going to come here and
run,” she said. “The kids are
excited.”

Outgoing Minerals
Council members
say their goodbyes
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
The outgoing members of the Osage Minerals Council
said their goodbyes at the June 20 meeting.
“From now on, every day is going to be Saturday for me,”
Councilwoman Cynthia Boone said with a smile.
Thanking her constituents for their support and trust,
Boone listed off several of her votes and actions in her official capacity that she was particularly proud of during her
12 years in office, including voting against the proposed
changes stemming from the negotiated rulemaking committee with the federal government and testifying earlier this
year before the U.S. House of Representatives’ Appropriations Committee.
Boone finished ninth in the June 4th election and challenged the results, but the Osage Minerals Council’s election code only provides for a recount. One was conducted on
June 13 and yielded the same outcome.
With a word of encouragement to her successors, second
chair Kathryn Redcorn urged the new Minerals Council to
continue to protect the shareholders’ assets moving forward.
“One of the things my aunt … made me promise her, she
said, ‘I want you to promise me you will do everything within your power to make sure we do not lose this trust,’” Redcorn said. “And I promised her I would do all that I could to
protect that trust.
“Believe me people, there are people who are after what
we have.”
Galen Crum chose not to run for a third term. With his
voice cracking at times, he encouraged the incoming council
members to review what worked for the previous councils
and use that as a reference point.
“I would like for the new council to look at things afresh
on some of the actions that were taken by the second council and backed up by the third,” he said. “There are some
things that need to be addressed still. Those rules, whether you support them or not, a lot of them were completely
necessary. We’ve still got CFRs that says there’s a chief, an
assistant chief and that the Osage Tribe is the one they’re
dealing with.”
Outgoing council members Stephanie Erwin and Joe
Cheshewalla were not at the meeting. Erwin and Cheshewalla finished 13th and 10th respectively.
The Fourth Minerals Council is scheduled to be sworn in
at 10 a.m. on July 2 with its members to also participate in
the inauguration activities for the executive, legislative and
judicial branches on July 14 in Ponca City.

Certified

–from Page 3

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Construction work continues on the Tulsa Osage Casino Hotel on
June 20.

Casino

–from Page 3

approved new table games that will be offered at the new
Tulsa casino, as well as armed security training plans
during the June 6 meeting. Bighorse said the casino has
certified personnel to conduct the armed security training
internally for armed officers to be stationed at Tulsa and
the other casinos.
Once the Tulsa Osage Casino Hotel opens, the current
casino (which opened in summer 2005) will be demolished. For more information on job listings and photos
of the casino construction process, go online to www.
osagecasinos.com.

precinct for the general election site.
“I think we found a new
home for the elections,” Election Board supervisor Alexis
Rencountre said.
“They went out of their
way to accommodate us,”
Lockett added.
With one of its members
participating in the meeting
via telephone, the board declined to review or take action
on the post-election campaign
finance reports. The 24 disclosure statements will instead
be taken up at the board’s next
meeting, tentatively scheduled
for June 19.

Full Bloods

–from Page 5
the Osage Language Immersion School will sing, Gwynn
Pahsetopah will sing, and
Scott Bighorse and Osage
singers will sing. Everything
has been donated by Osage
tribal members, according to
Mary Scott Mashunkashey,
one of the event’s organizers.

Courtesy Photo/Billie Ponca

Osage Minerals Council recount results.

OMC

–from Page 1

Ponca’s final report on the election is scheduled to be presented to the council at its June 20 meeting.
The Fourth Minerals Council is scheduled to be sworn in on
July 2, with its members also participating in the July 14 inauguration ceremony in Ponca City for the executive, legislative and
judicial branches.

MORGAN KIDDER/
Osage News

Pacer Yellowfish and
family follows Town
Crier Caesar Williams
to the arbor for his first
time to dance.
BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District dancers wait for the procession
to the June 7 Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka dances.
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Alaina Maker selected as 2018 Osage Nation Princess
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Joining a long line of Osage
princesses, Alaina Maker was
both humbled and grateful
when she was chosen to be the
2018 Osage Nation Princess.
“Before selecting the new
Osage princess I looked for
someone who was respectful,
someone who knew their language, and loved their people.
Lanie had all those qualities,”
said Chalene “Chay” Toehay-Tartsah, Osage Nation
Princess Director. “She was
very excited when I asked her.
I know that she will do an outstanding job as the new ambassador for the nation. Lanie
shows me that she has leadership skills. I know that she will
inspire other young women.”
“After I asked her to be the
new princess her response,
with a big sigh, was ‘I’ve always wanted this. Thank you,’
and then she gave me a hug.”
Maker was crowned as the
new Osage Nation Princess
on June 5 at the Osage Nation
Civic Center, surrounded by
friends, family and past Osage
princesses.
Toehay-Tartsah
and Maker’s family hosted the
dinner which served chicken and dumplings, corn soup,
frybread, green beans, steam
fry, grape dumplings and salad, which was made by Tonya,
Ema, and Michelle RedCorn.
Cake was served to the attendees by the youth in attendance
and past Osage Princess Jerri
Jean Branstetter had the honor of cutting the cake. Assistant Principal Chief Raymond
Red Corn placed Maker’s princess banner on her for the
first time and Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear made
remarks and said the prayer
for the meal. Outgoing Osage
Nation Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith crowned Maker.
“I just want to express my
gratitude; I ran for this twice,
so, now to be here in the moment and I’m Osage Princess,
it’s just so overwhelming,” she
said. “I would like to thank you
all for your love and support
and everyone that’s expressed
kind words to me ... Thank
You Chay for this opportunity and thank you everybody
for coming here. You could
have been anywhere tonight,
and you wanted to be here
with me, thank you so much…
Way-We-Nah.”
Maker’s Osage name means
Wet Moccasins. She is a member of the Wazhazhe Youth
Council and the current President. She is from the Hominy
District and she is Deer Clan.
Her Osage families are the
Maker, Morrell and Lookout
families. She is the daughter
of Anita Eaves Maker and the
late Leonard Maker. Her ma-

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn places the banner on 2018
Osage Nation Princess Alaina Maker at her coronation dinner on June 5.

ternal grandparents are the
late Wilbur “Tommy” Eaves
of Pawnee, and the late Dora
“Armeda” Lookout Eaves. Her
paternal grandparents are the
late Leonard R. Maker and the
late Katherine Morrell Maker.
She
graduated
from
Pawhuska High School in
2012. In 2013 she attended
the University of Oklahoma
before returning home after
her father passed away to step
in as a provider for her family. She currently works in the
Osage Language Department,
as both a teacher and curriculum developer. She has plans
to return to school and obtain
her degree, but she is very
grateful for the time she has
spent at home learning more
of the Osage language and her
Osage traditions.
She said she grew up in a
traditional Osage family and
from a very young age her
father and mother instilled
Osage values for her life.

Tradition

The first Osage Tribal Princess was Margaret Luttrell
Gray, who served in 1941.
Since 1941, an Osage Princess has represented the
Osage Nation every year at
the week-long American Indian Exposition, held every year
in August in Anadarko, Okla.
The Osage Nation Princess
will join other tribal princesses from more than 10 different

tribal nations at the Exposition. They participate in banquets, fashion shows, they are
featured in parades, pageants,
and are asked to give speeches about their tribal nations at
various events.
Once the princess has
served for a year, she becomes
a member of the Osage Tribal Princess Sorority for life.
She receives a shawl with her
name and year of reign. The
OTPS currently has more than
15 active members and they
hold an annual honor dance.
“Many of our young Native
women look up to their tribal princess,” Toehay-Tartsah
said. “It’s a big honor.”

Former Osage Tribal
Princesses:

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Newly crowned 2018 Osage Nation Princess Alaina Maker and outgoing
ON Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith on June 5 at the ON Civic Center in
Pawhuska.

• 1965 Kathy Roberts
(deceased)

• 1990 Danita Corneilson
Goodwill

• 1966 Linda Maker Long

• 1991 Danene Lane
(deceased)

• 1967 Jan Nell Robinson
Jacobs
• 1968-69 Mary Barnes
Monetachi
• 1970 Alice Jake (deceased)

• 1992 Joyce Oberly
• 1993 Welana Fields Queton
• 1994 Gina Gray Red Eagle

• 1971 Mary F. Hopper

• 1995-96 Chalene ToehayTartsah

• 1972 Patricia Barnes Pratt

• 1997 Shannon Shaw Duty

• 1973 Renae Brumley

• 1998 Jessica Moore Harjo

• 1974 Anita Eaves Maker

• 1999 Jennifer Standingbear
Bighorse

• 1975 Susan Shannon

• 1941 Margaret Luttrell
Gray (deceased)

• 1976 Julie Brave
Standing Bear

• 2000 Sarah Megan Oberly

• 1947-48 Louise
Shangreau (deceased)

• 1977 Tammy Fugate
Baldauff

• 1949-50 Mildred
Bear Lunsford

• 2002 Mary Bighorse
Wildcat

• 1978 Billie Carol Jones

• 2003 Tara Damron

• 1979 Carolyn Shannon
(deceased)

• 2004 Randa Moore

• 1951-53 Thomasine
Green Moore (deceased)
• 1953-54 Fannie Mae
Beartrack Donelson
• 1955-59 Anita Lookout
West (deceased)
• 1960 Kathryn Redcorn
• 1961 Beverly Wamego
Brownfield

• 1980 Tracey Moore
• 1981 Angela Satepauhoodle
Toineeta
• 1982 Meg Standingbear
Jennings
• 1983 Tracey Moore

• 2001 Whitney Freeman

• 2005 Julie Maker
• 2006 Frankee Cunningham
• 2007 Maggie Gray
• 2008 Alexandria Toineeta
• 2009 Erica Moore and
Elizabeth Moore

• 1984 Margaret
Shannon Sisk

• 2010 Vanessa Moore

• 1985-86 Olivia Gann Gray

• 2013 Autumn Williams

• 1963 RoseMary Shaw

• 1987 Jodie Revard

• 2014 Katelynn Pipestem

• 1964 LeeAnn Yarbrough
Ammons

• 1988 Trish Alley

• 2015-16 Alissa Hamilton

• 1989 Asa Cunningham

• 2017 Jasmine Phetsacksith

• 1962 Jerri Jean
Barnes Branstetter

• 2011-12 Dora Williams

Dr. Shaw gives clinic staff update
Benny Polacca
Osage News

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Outgoing ON Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith crowns Alaina Maker as the
new 2018 Osage Nation Princess on June 5.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage Nation Princess Alaina Maker addresses the crowd at her coronation dinner and reception at the ON Civic Center in Pawhuska on June 5.

Two positions will open at
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center come July 13 because two
staffers elected to the Sixth
Osage Nation Congress are
resigning from the clinic to
take their oaths of office the
next day.
Clinic Manager Paula Stabler and Registered Nurse/
Case Manager Brandy Lemon won Congressional seats
in the June 4 general election
and will be sworn in with other
elected officials at the July 14
inauguration at the Ponca City
Osage Casino Hotel.
Dr. Ron Shaw, CEO for the
health center, advised the
Health Authority Board of the
staffing update at the June 21
meeting. “It’s going to be sad
to lose both of them,” but they
will both be supporting the
clinic in a different position,
Shaw said.
Lemon started working for
the WHC in October 2016 and

took on additional nursing duties as needed for the clinic operations, Shaw said.
Stabler said she will be sad
to leave the clinic but noted
her job vacancy “gives the opportunity for someone else to
do great things.” The two positions were not advertised on
the Nation’s job opportunities
website at the time the Osage
News went to press.
In other staffing updates,
Shaw said the clinic recently
hired a full-time optometrist,
but that position will not be
filled until August. In the
meantime, Dr. Marshall Walker has agreed to work parttime and provide peer review
work for the Optometry Department, Shaw said. He also
noted Mary Hammer is now an
administrative assistant working at the clinic.
Shaw also said the newly-built women’s Primary Residential Treatment facility will
not open until August due to
delays in ordering furniture
for the clients who will use the

drug and alcohol residential
treatment service.
The furniture purchase took
place after the Fifth ON Congress passed a $268,458 appropriation bill (ONCA 18-09
sponsored by Congressional
Speaker Angela Pratt) for the
treatment facility to cover operation costs and staffing. According to a fiscal analysis of
the bill, the appropriation will
cover four months of operating
costs for the women’s newly built PRT facility and five
months of operations for the
men’s facility, including new
furniture for the buildings.
As of June 29, several
health-related openings are
advertised on the Nation’s job
opportunities website. Those
available positions include a
part-time PRT monitor for the
facility clients; a licensed behavioral health professional;
a licensed professional nurse
to promote health awareness
including diabetic care; and
a clinic patient registration
staff member.
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community members attended a
groundbreaking for the memorial on
the Nation’s government campus in
Pawhuska just south of the ON Museum. The construction efforts come
after the ON Veterans Memorial Commission recently selected a construction company and granite professional
to build the tribally-funded memorial
that will pay tribute to all Osage military veterans. The memorial plans call
for inscribing the names of over 1,000
Osage veterans collected from initial outreach efforts to collect veteran
names from the public.
Casey Johnson, director of operations for the Executive Branch and an
Army veteran, called the groundbreak-

ing date “a great day in American history… June 6, 1944 was D-Day – the
invasion of Normandy (during World
War II). Every combat arms that we
had was involved in that struggle.”
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear and Johnson acknowledged the
attending veterans, several of whom
work for the Nation, in the outdoor
audience of all ages gathered at the
groundbreaking site. “Everyone’s been
involved in this and I specifically want
to recognize our (Veterans Memorial)
Commission who’s done a wonderful
job in getting us this far.”
Standing Bear referred back to 2011
when he was a Second ON Congress
member who sponsored the legislation to establish the Veterans Memorial Commission (formerly the War
Memorial Commission) that received

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Wyatt Little gets ready for the June 7 Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka dances.

Congressional approval. “I thought it
was appropriate to listen to our veterans and they wanted to have this
memorial here and we didn’t know
how it was to be, so we turned it over
to the veterans. And I want to thank
that Congress, back there in that time,
who worked with everyone and appropriated the money and then that
money is being used for this purpose,
but it’s under the guidance of our
Veterans Commission.”
In spring 2017, the Fifth ON Congress approved a $1.1 million appropriation bill for the Veterans Memorial for
design and building costs. In May, the
five-member Veterans Memorial Commission selected Tulsa-based Builders
Unlimited for construction and Pryse
Monument Co. in Ponca City for handling the memorial granite.
“(The Veterans Commission have)
worked with architects, all the rules
that we have, they’ve done everything
proper and just to be in that room and
see them deliberate is an amazing
thing. As you know better than me, a
small percentage of our American people volunteer to give the ultimate sacrifice to protect our way of life and the
United States Constitution, we cannot
thank you enough and we hope those
who have gone on, those who are here
now, and those in the future will always remember the sacrifices that you
have made … On behalf of the Osage
Nation, we thank all our Osage warriors – men and women – we thank
God that we have such people.”
Congressional Speaker and Army
veteran Angela Pratt said: “it’s the
Osage warrior spirit that takes us and

carries us through what we do away
from home or what we do here for our
people in life and I’m very glad I’m
Osage as all of you are. I just want to
thank the commission for all the work
that they’ve done, for the many hours
that’s been put into this planning. I’d
like to thank Wallace Engineering,
they’ve been essential in this, they
did a good job down at Hominy (with
the new Wellness Center).” Pratt also
thanked the ON Roads Department
for its work on the project, which
includes concrete work on the memorial and said “I look forward to increasing our veterans service for our
Osage veterans.”
Franklin McKinley, Veterans Memorial Commission chairman and
Navy veteran, thanked the ON officials
who provided support and advice for
the project planning, including Maria
Deroin (Navy veteran), who is working on contract with the commission
as a coordinator to gather the veteran
names that will be inscribed on the memorial walls. “In closing, we hope this
memorial stands as a great tribute to
our Osage brothers and sisters, who
have, are now and in the future serve
in the armed forces of the United States
of America and to those especially who
made the greatest of all sacrifices of
their lives,” McKinley said.
Johnson said other ON entities including the Tribal Works department
are instrumental in the project “and
we’re really looking forward to it and
we can’t wait until Veterans Day –
that’s going to be the ribbon-cutting
and we hope to see everybody that’s
here today there on Nov. 11.”
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Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The Grayhorse village dance arbor on June 7 during the In-Lon-Schka dances.
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The Grayhorse Drumkeeper and his committee arrive for the dance.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Cory Tillman, June 7, Grayhorse InLon-Schka.

Lulu Goodfox cleans apples for the
Grayhorse Committee dinner.

Amy Bledsoe, June 7, Grayhorse InLon-Schka.

Shannon Mason Young helps her
son at the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.

Young girls pose for a photo before
they go to the Grayhorse arbor for
the dance.
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Summer Shawnee Ridge and her
son at the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.

Keli Mashburn and Tara Damron at
the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News
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Josephine, Vivian and Silas Warrior at the family camp of Archie
Mason.

Gage McKinley Gray waits for the
June 7 Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka
dances to start.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Jennifer Brumley and her brother
Cole Brumley, a Grayhorse Water
Boy.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

A woman cuts cantaloupe for the
evening meal during the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.

Jason George and his nephew Cash at the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.
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Grayhorse Drumkeeper Jacob Lux
walking to the Grayhorse arbor.

Taos Barrone before the dance at
Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News
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RIGHT: Amanda Proctor arrives at the Grayhorse arbor
for the June 7 In-Lon-Schka
dances.

RIGHT: Kids, teenagers and adults
play volleyball at the Mary Osage
Green Camp at the Grayhorse InLon-Schka.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News
MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Charlee Paslay and Madeline Pennington at their family camp during the
Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.

Maggie Gray and Rebekah Horsechief smile for a photo at the
Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka on June 8.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Vanessa Moore walks past Hominy District committeemen lining up for
the June 9 Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka dances.
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Raymond Lasley dances on WWII Veteran Raymond Lasley Sr.’s song at
the Gray Horse War Mothers annual Soldier Dance on May 12 at the Grayhorse Indian Village.

The Gray Horse War Mothers held their annual Soldier Dance on May 12 at the Grayhorse Indian Village.

2018 Gray Horse War Mothers

George Shannon and his family dance on his song at the Gray Horse War Mothers’ annual Soldier Dance on May 12 at the Grayhorse Indian Village. Shannon served in the 350th infantry
Regiment during the Korean Conflict.

The Gray Horse War Mothers held their annual Soldier Dance on May 12 at the Grayhorse
Indian Village.
LEFT: The Gray Horse War Mothers held their annual Soldier Dance on May 12 at the Grayhorse Indian Village.

The McKinley family gives away in honor of WWI Veteran Bill McKinley, at the Gray Horse
War Mothers held their annual Soldier Dance on May 12 at the Grayhorse Indian Village.

Stacey Williams (left) served as Head Lady at the Gray Horse War Mothers Soldier Dance on
May 12 at the Grayhorse Indian Village.

12 July 2018
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Dancers of the Grayhorse District walk to
the Grayhorse dance arbor.
A young girl in her Osage clothes, June 7, Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.
Brandy Lemon at her family camp during Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.
Jerry Shaw at the Bates Family camp during the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.
The Grayhorse Drumkeeper’s mother Tammy Mason Lux and her granddaughter Kinsley.
Candy Thomas before the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka evening dance.
JimmieLynn McMillen helps her daughter Jaelyn with her Osage clothes
before the dance begins.
Gilbert Kennedy walks in with the Grayhorse dance committee.
JK Hadlock, Grayhorse Water Boy, before the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka
evening dance.
Courtney Neff before the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka evening dance.

Grayhorse
In-Lon-Schka
All Photos
CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

LEFT: Grayhorse Committee Cook
Sidonie Cannon poses with her
daughter Alyssa Goodfox and her
granddaughter Lulu Goodfox.
RIGHT: Grayhorse Committee
cooks give each other a high-five.

LEFT: Chelsea Pease Engle helps
set tables for the Grayhorse Committee Dinner.
RIGHT: The Grayhorse Committee
Dinner.

LEFT: Katelynn Pipestem helps
Grayhorse Committee Cook Sharon Damron with the committee
dinner.
RIGHT: Yonka pins, or lily pad root,
is a traditional Osage dish that
goes back hundreds of years.

LEFT: Grayhorse committee helpers, who help the committee cooks
with the dinner, set tables and wait
tables during the dinner.
RIGHT: The Grayhorse Committee cooks shake hands with the
Pawhuska dance committee as
they arrive for the meal.
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Osage Energy

Constitutions
Rosemary Wood
Osage News

Maybe it was the places I went
or the people I saw, but it seems
to me that during the month of
June, I received more comments
than usual about this column. Perhaps because of Election Day, two
Minerals’ Council meetings, and
In-Lon-Shka I simply saw more
people. I was pleasantly surprised
at the number of people who told
me they read the column.
Some shareholders said, until
reading last month’s column, they
had not realized that the 2006
Constitution allowed non-shareholders to have a say over the
Minerals Council. They knew that
the number of Council members
could be reduced through a constitutional amendment. They were
aware that non-shareholders, as
well as shareholders, are eligible
to vote on constitutional amendments. What these shareholders said they had not considered
was that if non-shareholders can
vote to amend the Constitution –
and if an amendment can change
the Minerals’ Council – then
non-shareholders can change the
Minerals Council.
Everyone I have talked with,
although I have not talked with
everyone, seemed to agree that we
were best served by the 1994 Constitution’s provisions for the minerals estate referenced in “Article
II Section 1:
Ownership of the
mineral estate of the Osage Indian
Reservation is to be determined by
the Act of June 28, 1906, 34 Stat.
539, as amended.” “No authority
is granted to the Osage National
Council or any department created by this constitution over the
Osage Tribal Council on matters
of the mineral estate or to affect
the right of individuals to receive
income from this mineral estate…”
It seems to me that the 2006
Constitution’s focus is to assume
and assure control over the mineral estate as well as to provide
a national government for and by
the Osage people. The 1994 Constitution focused on modeling the
control of the mineral estate after
the Congressional Act of 1906 and,
providing a Nation Government
for and by all Osage people.
Other references made to the
mineral estate in the 1994 Constitution were made limiting the
powers of the Nation over the
mineral estate. For example, in
enumerating these powers Article
VII states, that the Nation can (A)
make laws necessary for the good
of the Nation, “except this power
does not extend to … the mineral
estate,” (C) levy and collect taxes,
except this power does not extend
to the mineral estate, (E) regulate
the sale, disposition or lease of
tribal lands or other assets excluding the mineral estate, (J) take any
actions necessary to the exercise
of the duties of the Osage Nation
PROVIDED that no such power
and duties shall be deemed to extend to the Osage mineral estate.

Rosemary Wood

Subsequently, the 2006 Constitution was amended in June 2014,
June 2016 and again March 2017.
In my opinion it has improved with
each revision. I think we need to
to consider additional changes in
our evolving government. I do not
think it is a good idea for the Chief,
who may not always be a shareholder and who is voted into office by
non-shareholders as well as shareholders, to hold approval power over
leases made and executed by the
Minerals Council. I do not think it
is a good idea for non-shareholders
as well as shareholders to vote on
constitutional amendments which
can change the structure of the
Minerals Council.
It appears that the Osage Minerals Council has functioned under
the 2006 Constitution despite some
ambiguous and contradictory wording. It is my opinion that the Executive and Congressional branches
of the Nation have shown respect
and understanding of the roles and
functions that each branch should
perform relative to the mineral estate – even though the constitution
would allow them to do otherwise.
But constitutions should not be
based on individuals or groups of individuals in office at any one time.
After looking up the definition of
Constitution on the Google Dictionary, it meant: “A body of fundamental principles or established
precedents according to which a
state or other organization is acknowledged to be governed.”
Many of us today were raised
by original alottees, by children or
grandchildren of original allottees.
We know or feel that the mineral
estate is not just about money, and
thank God, it is no longer about
membership in our tribe. There
will come a day when no one alive
will have ever met an original allottee. When that day comes I
hope the right way of taking care
of the mineral estate is codified in
our constitution.
–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary

Wood is a former two-time Osage Tribal Councilwoman and graduated from
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in
1963, the University of Oklahoma in
1965, and from Rutgers University in
1971 with a Master of Science in Psychiatric Nursing.
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Nancy Keil and Danette Daniels speak with Osage elder Barbara Bowman during the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.
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The Memories that Hold Me
Ruby Hansen Murray
Culture Columnist

I was ready to spend most of the
month of June in the Osage. Tickets
purchased and plans made. I had
friends going into the In-Lon-Schka at Grayhorse and at Pawhuska.
There was the election, celebrating
a graduation, Osage Tribal Princess Lainie Maker’s coronation and
the first dance in the new arbor at
Hominy. I made tentative dates to
see friends, like you do when you
come a distance and don’t want to
miss anyone.
When I think about the In-LonSchka, I think about the bell that our
Town Crier Ceasar Williams rings
Thursday afternoon, the sounds of
the drum and the bells, the lush rich
colors. There’s the joy of seeing family and friends, honoring the Osages
who’ve gone before, and all those in
the community who make this happen. I was looking forward to the familiar songs while the heat presses
in and sitting with friends to eat,
but that isn’t what happened.
As I talked to friends who’d been
to Grayhorse and Hominy this
year, I was struck by how the InLon-Schka is part of each family’s
history, how it changes over the
years and how we catalogue things
that happen. We remember what
was happening the year it was so
hot, the year a relative passed and
we mourned.
I heard anecdotes from my friends
about preparing meat gravy and
comparing recipes. I could almost
hear the ribbing, who makes it that
way? About a mother/grandmother
who was able to dress and dance
all the sessions for the first time in
years, free to enjoy herself. The photographs I saw contained that glow.
For another matriarch, things
changed when one of her sons wasn’t
present to help prepare camp. It
changed the way this family usually sets up camp, but it allowed
grandchildren to help clean silver
and get clothes ready. Tasks were
divided in a new way, and the menu
was simplified a little. The most
important thing, my friend said,

Ruby Hansen Murray

was that everyone was nice to each
other. She also talked about her joy
at having relatives coming home.
She went on to describe the deep
feelings that come from being on
your family’s home ground with the
generations together.
This year the Pawhuska committee’s head cook Addie Hudgins had
a surgery that prevented her from
fulfilling her duties. She turned the
responsibility over to her Number 2,
Jeanna Red Eagle. For Addie, who
admits to being a bit of a control
freak, this was new. Addie doesn’t
remember a time she didn’t cook.
She says, “they say as soon as I
could see over the table, I was setting the table.” With Jeanna fulfilling head cook duties in Pawhuska,
Addie says she’ll go and boss her
family camp a little. Although, she
adds quickly, “They’ve done great
while I was gone.”
Maybe one of the reasons we love
the In-Lon-Schka is because Wah
Zha Zhis come together and celebrate each other in ways that gets
obscured during the day to day
business of life. As the years bring
changes, we experience the dance
differently. The In-Lon-Schka is a
powerful and sensual experience
that lays down memory, one year after another. The particular way we
set the table, the specific foods we
eat are special because they go way
back. They’re ours. These are the
memories that hold me.

ON Historic Preservation Office
awarded $57,849 grant from
DOI and National Park Service
Osage News

The Osage Nation’s Historic Preservation Office was recently awarded a grant
from the U.S. Department of Interior and the National Park Service to help protect tribal historic places, culture and traditions.
The Nation received a $57,849 grant, which was one of 175 grants awarded to
tribal historic preservation offices across Indian Country. The money comes from
offshore drilling funds from drilling activity on the Outer Continental Shelf, according to a DOI press release.
“The National Park Service works closely with states and tribes to preserve
our nation’s diverse history and cultural heritage,” said National Park Service
Deputy Director Dan Smith in the release. “These grants help promote historic
preservation at the community level, including funding much needed restoration
and maintenance to these special places.”
Administered by the NPS, the funds are appropriated annually by Congress
from the Historic Preservation Fund, according to the release. Since its inception
in 1977, the HPF has provided more than $1.8 billion in grants to states, tribes,
local governments, and non-profit organizations. Funding is supported by Outer
Continental Shelf oil lease revenues, not tax dollars, with intent to mitigate the
loss of a non-renewable resource to benefit the preservation of other irreplaceable
resources, according to the release.
For more information about the National Park Service historic preservation
programs and grants, please visit www.nps.gov/stlpg/.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Hominy District Cook
Welana Queton shows
pies served with the
camp meal on June 9.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/
Osage News

The Grayhorse Drumkeeper Jacob Lux sits
beside his mother Tammy Mason Lux during
the committee dinner.
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Osage Nation employees pulled together
during Oklahoma’s Teacher Walkout
Dena Cosby
ON Education Department
Osage Nation (ON) responded swiftly to the state
of Oklahoma teacher walkout. With weeks to develop a
team and a strategy, ON employees came together under
the command of Emergency
Management Director, Bobby
Tallchief. Tallchief began the
project, stating to team members, “We will ensure these
kids are safe during the timeframe they are normally in a
classroom setting.”
Emergency team members
and the Human Resources
Department managed site
locations, recruited employee volunteers, prepared and
delivered nutritious meals,
and created a curriculum
to provide education for the
children. Sites were located
in Skiatook and Pawhuska.
Skiatook City Manager, Dan
Yancey, waived the fee for
the utilization of the Skiatook
Community Building in support of the ON and students.
Kim Soliano, a local Pawhuska Public School teacher and
Osage member, dedicated her
time to the Pawhuska site.
Director of Osage Language,
Vann Bighorse, made a large
classroom within the Osage
Nation Language Department available. Elder Nutrition Director Sue Slinkard
and staff prepared meals for
both sites each day. Volunteers willingly delivered the
meals. Osage Casino’s provided bottled drinking water
for volunteers and students
at both sites. ON Police Department monitored the parking lot during the student
pick-up schedule.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Bobby Tallchief, director of the Nation’s Emergency Management
department, presents Kendra Jones and Kim Soliano with service
awards for their exemplary job in assisting and teaching students
during Oklahoma’s Teacher Walkout.

The Team developed a curriculum for the students using several ON departments,
including: Education, Language, Heritage Center, Prevention, Childcare, ONPD,
Fitness Center, WIC, Human
Resources, Wildland Fire, IT,
Communications, Wah-ZhaZhi Health & Dental Center,
Financial Assistance, Historic Preservation, Community
Health Representatives, Public Health Nursing and the
Wah-Zha-Zhi Early Learning
Academy. Volunteers who
supervised classrooms and
activities came from nearly
every department.
Soliano maintained reading and math through State
Testing guides provided by
Osage Nation Education Director Mary Wildcat. Soliano also taught supplemental
math and reading through
the Ace It! Program provided
by Sylvan Learning Center
of Owasso.

Activities included: Culture
trunks with Herman Sleeper, Language with Mandy
McKinley, Ballet with Jenna Smith, Yoga and exercise
with Randy Tinker-Smith,
Book-making
with
Baili
Smith, Archery with Jaime
Clark and Norris Allred, Fitness with Norris Allred, and
Kick-Ball at the park with
Shawn Cass.
Jennifer
Holding
and
Matthew Thomas, Osage
Nation STEAM Program
employees,
provided
the
following curriculum:

July 4
Independence Day –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
July 13
Free Movie Night:
A Wrinkle in Time
Osage Nation
Museum, 819
Grandview Ave.
Pawhuska
Concession by
Ah-Tha-Tse Catering
Bring your lawn chairs!
July 14
Osage Nation
Inauguration Day
Osage Casinos –
Ponca City
Time TBA
July 16-19
Osage Nation
Foundation Annual Youth
Photography Camp
Free to all!
To learn more or signup, visit osagenationfoundation.com
July 21
Osage Youth Open
Mic Series
An Afternoon of Poetry,
Storytelling, and Art
Welcoming Performers
Ages 10-24 years old
Osage Nation Museum
819 Grandview Ave.
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information
contact Jennifer Holding at (918) 287-5300
July 25
Osage Book Club
Osage Nation Law
Building, 12 p.m.-1 p.m.
Lunch is Provided
“The Osages, Children
of the Middle Waters”

July 26 – 27
8th Annual Dhegiha
Language Conference
Downstream Casino
Resort
Quapaw, Oklahoma
For more information contact William
Lynn at william.lynn@
osagenation-nsn.gov
July 27 – 29
49th Annual Kihekah
Steh Powwow
Skiatook, Oklahoma
General Information
(918) 396-3736 or
(918) 637-4241

AUGUST
August 4 – 5
Osage Women’s Conference
Osage Casino – Skiatook
Proceeds go to benefit the Pawnee/Osage
CASA program
For more information,
contact Rosemary Shaw
at (580) 822-0088 or
Paula Stabler at
(918) 237-7434
August 10
Free Movie Night:
Black Panther
Osage Nation Museum,
819 Grandview
Ave. Pawhuska
Concession by
Ah-Tha-Tse Catering
Bring your lawn chairs!
August 15 – 18
American Indian
Exposition
Caddo County
Fairgrounds
Anadarko, Oklahoma

Congratulations!

of “student” in the film “Adventures of Jurassic Pet,” which is
currently filming in Oklahoma.
She is the great-great-granddaughter of allottee Nita Labadie. Her great-grandmother
is Margaret “Ruthie” Brown
and her grandfather is Ernest
“Buck” Barlow.
She works for Magna Talent in Oklahoma City as
well as Ohlsson Model and
Talent-Midwest.
She
has
appeared in multiple local
commercials for clients such
as TravelOK.com, Bancfirst,
and the Oklahoma State Fair.
Her acting credentials can be
found on IMDb.com.

Angela Dawn Ipock, an English teacher at Winona High
School, recently graduated
from William Woods University with a Masters in Teaching and Technology. She is
the great-great-great-granddaughter of Cyprian Tayrien
and Mary Louise Revard Tayrien. Thank you to the Osage
Nation for providing the beautiful graduate stole and the
Higher Education Scholarship.

Congratulations!
Ashtyn Barlow Nguyen was
recently chosen to play a role

See Walkout
—Continued on Page 18

ON Communications

–Local Events Calendar

Chapters 9-16
Email Fawn Cheshewalla
at christinacheshewalla@osagenation-nsn.gov
for more information

Ashtyn Barlow Nguyen

• Entomology – the study
of insects, careers in
entomology, the American Burying Beetle (local,
endangered, and studied
by the ON Department
of Natural Resources),
insect habitats and
facts about insects.

Save the Date!
JULY

Angela Dawn Ipock

SEPTEMBER
September 3
Labor Day – Observed
Holiday
Offices Closed
September 7
Free Movie Night: Coco
Osage Nation Museum,
819 Grandview
Ave. Pawhuska
Concession by
Ah-Tha-Tse Catering
Bring your lawn chairs!

OCTOBER
October 8
Osage Day – Observed
Holiday
Offices Closed

NOVEMBER
November 12
Veteran’s Day – Observed
Holiday
Offices Closed
November 22 – 23
Thanksgiving Holiday
– Observed Holiday
Offices Closed

DECEMBER
December 24 – 25
Christmas Holiday –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
December 31
New Year’s Eve – Observed
Holiday
Offices Closed
––––––––––––––––––
Have an event? Send event
information to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
email
sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov, or fax to (918) 287-5563.
Make sure to include event date,
location, email and web address
(if applicable) and a phone number where someone can be contacted for validation, if necessary.
Deadline for the August issue is
July 18, 2018.

Olivia “Libbi” Gray, Osage, has been recognized by the Office of Violence
Against Woman for accomplishments and work at Osage Nation Family
Violence Prevention.

Osage Nation Director
Selected to Join Prestigious
Grant Review Process
Geneva HorseChief-Hamilton
ON Communications
Olivia “Libbi” Gray said
she took on the challenge of
working for the Osage Nation
Family Violence Prevention
Department because, “I am a
survivor myself. I just happen
to be a survivor with a specific
skill set and knowledge base in
Indian Country that I believed
could benefit our program. I
know firsthand how important
this work is and I can relate
to our clients in a way that
makes them comfortable and
able to open up.”
Native American Women
have an 84 percent likelihood
of being physically abused in
their lifetime and 56 percent
will be sexually assaulted in
their lifetime, according to a
recent report released by the
National Congress of American Indians on Domestic Violence in Indian Country.
Gray (Osage) is the Director
of the ONFVPD in Pawhuska
and serves all victims residing within Osage Reservation/
Osage County boundaries, Native victims in Oklahoma and
Kansas, and Osage victims
wherever they may reside. Recently, she was asked to serve
as a peer reviewer for the U.S.
Department of Justice Office
of Violence Against Women
during the upcoming grant review process. Just shy of two
years working as the director
at ONFVPD, Gray brings nearly twenty years of experience
working in Indian Country in
the areas of project management, program development,
policy development, government reform, and economic development. In her short time at

ONFVPD, Gray has expanded
services for victims and their
families and has been asked to
speak on panels and conduct
many trainings as part of her
advocacy for the Osage Nation
and as part of her personal
dedication as a survivor.
According to their website
with the DOJ, “The Office on
Violence Against Women provides federal leadership in
developing the national capacity to reduce violence against
women and administer justice
for and strengthen services to
victims of domestic violence,
dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking.”
Specifically, Gray will review the grant applications for
special criminal jurisdiction.
“This opportunity is very much
welcomed,” she said, “… since,
the Nation recently passed
legislation to extend criminal
jurisdiction to non-Natives as
allowed under the Violence
Against Women Act.”
“This is a huge opportunity
for our department and the
Nation. OVW was very excited
when [Osage Nation VAWA]
legislation passed. I had been
in communication with them
through the process and we all
waited together during a conference in Dallas to find out
if the legislation would pass.
Now I get to review grant applications that will show best
practices for the implementation of special criminal jurisdiction. This couldn’t have
come at a better time.”
Gray will be in Washington,
D.C. reviewing grants next
week but assured us that she
will be back for Saturday night
See Gray
—Continued on Page 18

Obituaries
Marquis Eugene
“Gene” Daniel

Marquis Eugene “Gene”
Daniel,
98,
placed
his
last bet June 9, 2018 in
Bartlesville, Oklahoma.
Gene was born in Skiatook,
Oklahoma on February 19,
1920 to parents Pearl “Bronc”
Daniel and Nettie Flippin Tohill. Both of his parents were
original Headright allottees
of the Osage Nation and Gene
was proud to be an Osage
member. He was raised by his
grandparents, John and Sophie (Perrier) Daniel on the
160-acre family farm and attended school in Skiatook. He
was of Christian faith.
He married Colleen Wallace, in March 1955. The two
created their home in Tulsa
and enjoyed a life of vacationing in Hot Springs, Ark., and
attending horse races at Oak
Lawn Racing and Gaming.
They were both dedicated OU
football fans. Gene started attending OU games in 1939 and
became a season pass holder in 1969. After 36 years of
marriage Colleen passed on
November 1, 1991. After his
wife’s passing, he lived with
his adopted daughter Valerye
Zebienski and they continued
to enjoy the horse races and
OU football games.
Gene was employed by the
Beer Distributors for 27 years
and retired in 1985 but continued to work for Coors parttime until 1991.
Gene was lively and wise.
He could tell you where every
family diner or business used
to be in Tulsa. He often answered game show questions
before the contestants even
pushed their buzzers. He enjoyed a good steak and beer

for dinner. His Yorkie babies
Tootsie and Sophie were his
constant companions and he
loved listening to Big Band
music. When asked what historical times were most prominent to him, he replied “The
interstate highways, NASA’s
‘First Man on the Moon’, President Kennedy’s assassination,
watching the advancement of
healthcare and medical technology and the development of
the Internet.”
Gene was preceded by his
parents, Pearl and Nettie
Daniel; wife Colleen; adopted
daughter Valerye Zebienski;
and brother Gilmore “Son”
Daniel. Gene is survived by
two nieces, Yvette Britt and
Vernon of Mounds and Yvonne
Stevens and Raymond of Bartlesville; one nephew Joe Daniel and Susan of Bartlesville;
three step-grandsons Mitch,
Joe and Rick Zebienski; one
step-granddaughter, Kim Pimental; and many great nieces, and nephews who loved
him dearly.
A graveside service was held
June 14 at Rose Hill Cemetery
of Tulsa under the direction
of Moore’s Southlawn Chapel.
Pastor Jsue Wagner officiated.
A special thank you to the
staff of Brookdale South and
Comforting Hands for their
loving care and support.
Boomer Sooner!

Loretta ‘Lori’ Grof

Pawhuska resident Lori
Grof passed away Friday, June
22, 2018 in the St. John Medical Center, Tulsa, OK. She was
73 years old.
Loretta Antonette Grof
was born August 5, 1944 in
Pawhuska, the daughter of
Rudolph Anton and Geraldine
Jacqueline (Mathes) Grof. A
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graduate of Pawhuska High
School in 1962, she attended
the University of Oklahoma on
scholarship, then later attend-

Rosary will be recited on
Monday, June 25, 7 p.m., at
Kendrick McCartney Johnson Funeral Home. Mass will
be offered Tuesday, June 26,
10 a.m., at the Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church.
Father Sean Donovan will officiate. Interment will be in the
Pawhuska City Cemetery.
Kendrick McCartney Johnson Funeral Home.

Keylee Marguerite Lytle

Loretta ‘Lori’ Grof

ed Northeastern State University in Tahlequah.
Lori was employed as a
flight attendant from 1968-70
for American Flyers Charter
Airlines. From 1974-76, she
worked as the front office manager at the Mayo Hotel in Tulsa. In 1981, she began working
as a reporter-photographer for
the Pawhuska Daily Journal
Capital, where she was later
promoted to managing editor.
She also worked as a reporter
for the Tulsa World and Skiatook Journal.
Lori loved to read good
books, especially classic literature. She also enjoyed listening to classical music and
classic old rock and roll.
Lori was a member of the
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church of Pawhuska.
Surviving are her sisters Cassie (Grof) Roberts of
Pawhuska and Janice (Grof)
Scales of Chapman, KS. She is
also survived by several nieces and nephews. Lori was preceded in death by her mother
and father.

Our sweet little angel, Keylee Marguerite Lytle, received
her wings on Friday, June 8,
2018. She was two months
and 6 days old. She was born
on April 2, 2018, to Justin Allen Lytle and Kendall Marie
Hinman at Mercy Hospital in
Oklahoma City. She passed
at OU Children’s Hospital in
Oklahoma City. Keylee was
a beautify baby and she filled
her families lives with love
and joy.
She is survived by her
parents; big sister Brooklyn
Hinman; twin brother Kyle
Lytle; paternal aunt Tasha
Ware; paternal uncle Jamie
Lytle; maternal grandparents Kimberly (Pradmore)
and Jon Hinman; maternal
great-grandparents Cynthia
(Cass) Pradmore and Robert
Taylor; maternal great-grandmother Linda Mashunkashey;
paternal great-grandmother
Leanna Footracer; paternal
great-grandmother Wanda Lytle; and other extended family.
Keylee was preceded in death
by her paternal grandparents
Douglas Lytle and Toni Footracer; maternal great-grandfather John Pradmore and

paternal
great-grandfather
James A. Lytle.
She was a member of the
Osage Nation of the Joe Daniels family from the Gray
Horse District. She also was of
the Ponca and Creek Nations.
A Rosary was held June 11,
2018, at the Wakon Iron Chapel in Pawhuska.
A Traditional Indian Service
was held on June 12 at the Wakon Iron Chapel with Minister
Ira Lookout officiating. Pallbearers were Jamie Lytle and
Nick Reed. Burial followed in
the Fairfax City Cemetery. A
Traditional meal was served at
Wakon Iron in Pawhuska.

Paul Roy Stabler

Former Tribal
Councilman, Paul Roy
Stabler, 1935-2018
By daughter, Paula Stabler
Paul Roy Stabler, 82, of Tulsa, Okla., passed away at Saint
Francis Hospital following
surgery on June 8, 2018. He
was born in Pawhuska, Okla.,
on June 17, 1935 to George
Owen Stabler and Margaret
See Obituaries
—Continued on Page 17

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To apply
for a position with the Osage Nation
go to https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/application-form. Applicants are welcome to attach a resume and/or cover
letter in addition. Please note that
all applicants tentatively selected
for employment with the Osage Nation will be required to submit to a
urinalysis to screen for illegal drug
use. Employment will be contingent
upon drug test results. OSAGE /
VETERAN / INDIAN PREFERENCE
IS CONSIDERED. Verification of
preference must be included with
application. For questions please contact Taryn Crawford, Osage Nation
Employee Recruitment Specialist at
(918) 287-5445 or email tcrawford@
osagenation-nsn.gov.
Patient Registration – Pawhuska
High School Diploma or equivalent
required; Associates degree in business or related field preferred. 0-2
years’ experience preferred. Requires
first-hand knowledge of Patient Registration System. Requires working
knowledge of interview techniques,
business office functions, and ability
to read and understand policies and
procedures. Regular full time. Salary:
$35,000 - $38,000
PRT Monitor – Barnsdall High
School Diploma or GED required;
Associate’s Degree in Counseling,
Psychology, Sociology or related field
preferred. At least one (1) year of
experience working in a substance
abuse facility, domestic violence
shelter or behavioral health program
preferred or required. Must have a
caring attitude and understanding of
the problems of substance addiction
and domestic violence. Regular part
time. Salary: $15.00/hr.
Licensed
Behavioral
Health
Professional (LBHP) – Pawhuska Master’s Degree in Counseling,
Psychology or Sociology required;
PhD preferred. Licensure in counseling required; Licensed Professional
Counselor (LPC); Licensed Alcohol
and Drug Counselor (LADC); Licensed Marital and Family Therapist
(LMFT); or Licensed Clinical Social
Worker (LCSWRegular full time. Salary: $41,700 - $63,200
LPN/Health Education – Pawhuska Must have completed an accredited L.P.N. program and have obtained
a current, unrestricted nursing license from the state of Oklahoma.
Knowledge of and ability to apply
principles of growth and development, maturation and socialization
in providing care appropriate to
the age of patients served. Salary:
$45,760/yr.
Osage Nation Education Department Internship Osage Nation
Education Department Internship
Program is designed to provide Osage
students with work experience in
their chosen field of study. The program is designed to serve enrolled
members of the Osage Nation with
a minimum of 61+ hours completed
in an accredited college or university

degree program. Regular Temporary
Full Time.
Staff Attorney – Pawhuska Juris
Doctor degree from accredited law
school required. Licensed member of
Oklahoma Bar Association in good
standing. 0-1 years of experience
required; Indian law experience is
strongly preferred. To perform this
job successfully, an individual must
be able to perform each essential duty
satisfactorily. Regular full time. Salary: $55,000/yr.
Medical Officer – Pawhuska Requires an active, unrestricted license
to practice medicine in the State of
Oklahoma. 1-2 years’ experience preferred. Must maintain a professional
attitude and appearance that positively represents the Nation. Knowledge of HIPPA and Privacy Act.
Regular full time. Salary: $153,400
- $230,000
OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To apply
for a position with Osage Casino go to
www.osagecasinos.com/careers
Bartender – Ponca City Must be 21
years of age. High School Diploma or
GED. Regular part time.
Security Officer Lead – Tulsa
High School Diploma/GED and 6
months of previous work experience;
3 months of casino security experience required. Gaming, Hospitality or
Customer Service industry preferred.
Regular full time.
Maintenance Technician – Sand
Springs Must be at least 18 years of
age. High School Diploma/GED and 6
months of previous work experience.
Minimal of two to three years of experience in position related to assigned
duties required. Regular full time.
Shift Supervisor – Bartlesville
Must be at least 18 years of age. High
School Diploma or GED equivalent
required. Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, Hospitality or
Gaming plus three (3) months of job
related work experience to include
casino operations and supervisory
experience in a related department or
business. Regular full time.
C-Store Cashier – Skiatook High
School Diploma or GED. Must be 18
years of age or older. Six months of
cash handling or customer service experience. Regular full time.
Security Officer – Sand Springs
Individual must be at least 18 years
of age. High School Diploma/GED
and 6 months of previous work experience. Regular full time.
Cocktail Server – Start in July/
August – Tulsa Must be at least 18
years of age. Females must be able to
fit a size 8 or smaller for women’s attire. Males must be able to fit a size
36 waist for men’s attire. High School
Diploma/GED. Regular full time.
Bar Back – Start in July/August
– Tulsa Must be at least 21 years of
age. High School Diploma or GED
equivalent required. 6 months previous work experience. Regular full
time.

Hotel Room Attendant PT – Start
in July/August – Tulsa Must be 18
years of age or older. Regular part
time.
Hotel Room Attendant PT – Start
in July/August – Tulsa Must be
18 years of age or older. Regular full
time.
Table Games Supervisor – Trainer – Tulsa Must be at least 21 years
of age. Bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration, Organizational Development/Psychology,
Education
or substantially related area from a
four-year college or university plus
six (6) months of progressively responsible leadership experience in
Table Games. Regular full time.
Short Order Cook – Part Time
– Sand Springs Six (6) months of
previous work experience in the food
industry. Must be 18 years of age.
Regular part time.
Short Order Cook – Sand Springs
Six (6) months of previous work experience in the food industry. Must be
18 years of age. Regular full time.
Table Games Dealer – Start in
July/August – Tulsa Must be at
least 18 years of age. 6 months of previous work experience. Regular full
time.
Restaurant Server PT – Start in
July/August – Tulsa Individual
must be at least 18 years of age. High
School Diploma/GED required. Regular part time.
Line Cook – Start in July/August
– Tulsa Must be a minimum of 21
years of age. High School Diploma or
GED equivalent required. Two years
of line or prep cook experience in high
volume fast paced restaurant required. Understand general culinary
knowledge. Regular full time.
Laundry Attendant – Start in
July/August – Tulsa Must be 18
years of age or older. Regular full
time.
Front Desk Agent – Start in July/
August – Tulsa Must be 18 years of
age or older. One year experience in
customer service and cash handling.
Regular full time.
Bartender PT – Start in July/August – Tulsa Must be 21 years of age.
High School Diploma or GED. Regular full time.
Bartender – Start in July/August
– Tulsa Must be 21 years of age. High
School Diploma or GED. Regular full
time.
Cage Supervisor – Tulsa Must be
18 years of age or older. Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Administration,
Finance, Accounting, Hospitality
or Gaming plus 3 months of department-specific experience to include
experience in banking; or Associate’s
Degree in Business Administration,
Marketing, Hospitality, Finance, Accounting, or Gaming, plus 6 months or
more of department-specific work experience to include experience banking: or High School Diploma/GED
and one (1) year of department-spe-

cific experience to include experience
banking. Regular full time.
EVS Attendant – Sand Springs
Must be a minimum of 18 years of
age. Six months of previous work experience required. Regular full time.
Table Games – Supervisor – Bartlesville Must be at least 18 years of
age. Two years of department-specific
experience. Regular full time.
Restaurant Server – Ponca City
Individual must be at least 18 years
of age. High School Diploma/GED required. Regular part time.
Buffet Attendant – Bartlesville
High School Diploma/GED and 6
months of previous work experience.
Gaming, Hospitality or Customer
Service industry preferred. Regular
full time.
Security Officer – Pawhuska Individual must be at least 18 years of
age. High School Diploma/GED and 6
months of previous work experience.
Regular full time.
Regional Hotel Manager – Skiatook Must be 21 years of age. High
School Diploma or GED equivalent
required. Three years hotel management experience required. Regular
full time.
Casino Services Agent – Casino
Cage – Tulsa Must be 18 years of
age or older. High School Diploma/
GED. Prior cash handling experience
required. Previous direct customer
service experience required. Regular
full time.
Count Team Attendant – Sand
Springs Must be 18 years of age or
older. 6 months previous work experience required. Regular full time.
Guest Service Representative –
Start in July/August Must be at
least 18 years of age. High School Diploma or GED Equivalent required.
Six months of previous work experience required. Regular full time.
Short Order Cook – Start in July/
August – Tulsa Six (6) months of
previous work experience in the food
industry. Must be 18 years of age.
Regular full time.
Sous Chef – Tulsa Must be 21 years
of age. Associates Degree in Culinary
Arts or related field with a minimum
of two years of culinary cooking experience or high school diploma/
GED and six years culinary cooking
experience in a multiple food venue
environment with one year in a supervisory capacity. Regular full time.
Maintenance Technician – Start
in July/August – Tulsa Must be at
least 18 years of age. High School Diploma/GED and 6 months of previous
work experience. Minimal of two to
three years of experience in position
related to assigned duties required.
Regular full time.
EVS Attendant – Start in July/August – Tulsa 6 months experience in
customer service or hospitality. Must
be 18 years of age or older. Regular
full time.

Casino Services Agent – Casino
Cage – Bartlesville Must be 18
years of age or older. High School
Diploma/GED. Prior cash handling
experience required. Previous direct
customer service experience required.
Regular full time.
Food and Beverage Supervisor –
Tulsa High School Diploma or GED.
One year of food and beverage experience. Must be 21 years of age. Regular full time.
Cocktail Server – Sand Springs
Must be at least 18 years of age. Females must be able to fit a size 8 or
smaller for women’s attire. Males
must be able to fit a size 36 waist for
men’s attire. High School Diploma/
GED. Regular full time.
Security Officer – Skiatook Individual must be at least 18 years of
age. High School Diploma/GED and 6
months of previous work experience.
Regular full time.
Security Officer – Tulsa Individual
must be at least 18 years of age. High
School Diploma/GED and 6 months
of previous work experience. Regular
full time.
Short Order Cook – Skiatook Six
(6) months of previous work experience in the food industry. Must be 18
years of age. Regular full time.
Restaurant Server PT – Sand
Springs Individual must be at least
18 years of age. High School Diploma/
GED required.Regular part time.
Armed Security Officer – Tulsa
Must be at least 21 years of age. High
School Diploma or GED required.
6 months of previous work experience. Successful completion required
for the Osage Security Academy II
or CLEET Phase IV Security Officer Certification or other Accredited
Armed Security Academy or certification of completion from a full-time or
reserved police academy within five
(5) years of continuous law enforcement service. Regular full time.
Restaurant Server – Skiatook Individual must be at least 18 years of
age. High School Diploma/GED required.Regular full time.
EVS Attendant – Skiatook Must
be a minimum of 18 years of age. Six
months of previous work experience
required. Regular full time.
Dishwasher – Bartlesville Must be
18 years of age. Regular full time.
Bartender – Bartlesville Must be
21 years of age. High School Diploma
or GED. Regular full time.
Cocktail Server – Bartlesville
Must be at least 18 years of age. Females must be able to fit a size 8 or
smaller for women’s attire. Males
must be able to fit a size 36 waist for
men’s attire. High School Diploma/
GED. Regular full time.
Short Order Cook – Bartlesville
Six (6) months of previous work experience in the food industry. Must be
18 years of age. Regular full time.

Opinion
Letters to the Editor
Osage Mineral Estate

This topic never seems to
go away, nor will it as long
as there are non-shareholder
members of the Osage Tribe
who covet Osage land, minerals and other Tribal resources.
As Ms. Woods states in her column in the June 2018 Osage
News, “Tribal members more
familiar with the OMC are
aware of the many varied and
important functions performed
by the OMC”. If I may sum
up her comments, one of the
OMC’s most important functions is to protect the Minerals
Estate for the Osage Shareholders. She eloquently points
out that there may be a section
in the 2006 Constitution that
by allowing non-shareholders
to have a tribal-constitutional
right to vote on matters of the
mineral estate may open a door
to undermine the shareholders
ownership of the Osage Mineral Estate. This cannot happen. Therefore, I am asking
the newly elected members of
the Osage Minerals Council
to take quick action to correct
this error in the 2006 Constitution or to bring a court challenge to the 2006 Constitution
for being in conflict with the
Osage Allotment Act of 1906.
With that said, I also want to
thank Ms. Wood for her excellent understanding of the subject, her exceptional writing
and the manner in which she
states the facts.
–Gregory Woodell
Bentonville, Ark.

Election Day 2018

To the Editor,
On June 4th, I attended
the Osage Nation Election
and voted in person for the
first time in my life. I have always wanted to attend and at
73 years of age, and living in
North Carolina, it was challenging to make the journey.

Obituaries
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Red Eagle Stabler Iron. He
was a member of the Osage,
Omaha and Winnebago Tribes
and a member of the Buffalo Clan. His Osage name was
Tho Xe Ki He Kah, translation
Buffalo Chief.
Growing up in Indian Camp,
Pawhuska, he attended Indian
Camp Elementary School and
Pawhuska High School where
he was an outstanding athlete
playing football and basketball. Also, a talented singer,
he performed for many weddings in the area and won 1st
place in Baritone at the state
contest level. He graduated
from Northeastern State University at Tahlequah, Okla., in
1958, where he was a member
of a National Football Championship team.
He had a long list of accomplishments in his lifetime:
• Inducted into the North-

This year, my wife and I attended the event and it was a
remarkable experience.
To meet the candidates in
person, and listen to their plans
for the future was a special
treat. I came away remarking
that our candidates were very
informed with a firm grasp of
the issues, and obviously very
intelligent. When we visited
their respective assigned locations, the candidates came to
greet us and introduce themselves. Nothing could replace
actually meeting them and
having the opportunity to listen to their accomplishments
and plans for the future. In addition, it was hard to pass up
all the food and snacks!
Being among fellow Osage
members was an inspiring
time. As one who lives far removed from the Osage Nation, though having been
born in Muskogee, the feeling of pride and belonging
was rewarding.
After spending a good part
of the day meeting the candidates, we decided to visit the
Pappin Cemetery. The location
was remote and the countryside was a beautiful lush green,
and very quiet. We located the
grave of my great-grandfather,
John La-Force Pappin, born in
1860 and died in 1909, as well
as other relatives. My imagination of what my great-grandfather’s life was like filled my
mind, knowing that he had
lived in a difficult time for
the Osages.
It was hard to leave the
Nation, but we had to return home the next day. After meeting the candidates,
I can only conclude that the
Osage Nation has impressive
leadership, one that realizes the challenges ahead for
the Nation.
–Joseph L. Pappin III
Charlotte, N.C.

eastern State University
Hall of Fame in 2008
• Charter Member of
the Oklahoma Indian
Affairs Commission
• Charter Member of the
Tulsa Urban Indian
Health Resource Center
• Charter Member
of the Tri-County
Council on Aging
• Recipient of the Achievements on Aging Award for
his dedication and commitment to elder Citizens
• 1st recipient of the Betsy
D. Smith Award for Leadership, Dedication and
Commitment to serving
the Minority Elderly
• Received a Lifetime
Achievement in Aging
Award from the Oklahoma Conference on Aging
• Recognition by the Osage
Nation in 1996 for his
years of service helping Older Americans
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How to submit a Letter to the Editor

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov. Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar,
clarity and space.

• Received the President’s
Award for Distinguished
Service from the National Association of Area
Agencies on Aging
• Received the Oklahoma
Minority Task Force
Award for Outstanding
Service and Dedication
• Our Title VI program
here at the Osage Nation is one of his initiatives he brought to us.
He was an advocate for all.
As a young man and teacher
he lobbied the U.S. Congress
for changes in history books
on the misrepresentation of
Native Americans. Later as an
advocate for the elderly.
He was a member of what
we commonly refer to as “the
Fighting 31st Tribal Council.” The council that brought
change and inclusion to all
Osage people.
He was a man of honor, he
did what he promised he would
do. He was never the disci-

is the deadline for
all submissions for the
August issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
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plinarian, but always the one
you wanted to please. He never allowed his children to talk
down to each other, never call
anyone stupid or say a curse
word. There have been several
fond memories expressed over
the week of his death, about
his constant teasing and playing with all the kids. How he
always coached in shorts, even
with snow on the ground. How
when he was a young boy, he
and the Red Corn boys would
run out to Sunset Lake and
back from Pawhuska just for
fun. How he put hot sauce on
literally everything he ate, including French toast. His incredible athleticism. He and
our mother never turned away
a child or grandchild when
they needed a place to live, no
matter how short or long the
time. He was always the coach,
even with his family everything was a team project. If the
washer broke down, he would
take charge of the laundry and

we would all go to the laundry
mat and work as a team.
He is survived by his wife of
63 years, Joyce, six children,
Paula Stabler, Shawna Valentine and husband Mark, Paul
Roy Stabler II and wife Holly,
Donn Marie Strabala and husband Kevin, James Stabler,
Libby Lyon and husband John.
He also had seventeen grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, one nephew and
one niece.
The best thing I ever heard
our mother say about my dad,
“I never worried about whether we had food or a roof over
our heads. It wasn’t in him to
not take care of us.” The best
thing I ever heard my dad say
about our mom, “You don’t
ever have to worry about us,
she is my best friend.”
Beloved husband, father,
grandfather, coach and friend.
Rest in Peace, Dad.
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Osage Nation Foundation Offers
Free Youth Summer Camps

For the 7th year in a row, the Osage Nation
Foundation is pleased to present the following
youth summer camps, free of charge to area
youth. From the arts to sports, there’s something for everyone. Osage members will receive
registration preference (validation of Osage
membership required). No transportation to/
from will be provided for any camp. Registration deadlines vary per camp and are quickly
approaching, so please sign-up at osagenationfoundation.org as soon as possible as there
are no walk-up registrations. Camps to choose
from are:

Courtesy Photo Osage Nation Foundation Website

Youth Golf Camp

Courtesy Photo Dance Maker Academy Website

Youth Dance Camp
There are a variety of camps available for
those interested in dance. Dancewear is available at a discount at Dance Maker or use code
TP79982 to order dancewear online at a discount: www.discountdance.com. The camp location is Dance Maker Performing Arts Acdemy,
400 Palmer Avenue, Pawhuska, OK. For more
information, contact Dance Maker Academy at
918-704-4668.

July 16-17, Monday-Tuesday, 9 a.m.-Noon
The golf camp, in conjunction with the professional golf staff of Adams Municipal Golf
Course, will be coordinated by Leslie CoreDrevecky (Osage), certified PGA head golf
professional at Murphy Creek Golf Course in
Aurora, CO. Participants will be divided by age
groups and skill levels. Golf clubs are available
for use at the camp for those who do not have
their own clubs, if requested. Camp size is limited. Participants must be in grades 3 through
12 (as of fall 2018). Boys and girls welcome. No
transportation to this camp is provided by the
Osage Nation Foundation.
Registration deadline for the golf camp
is July 9th. Camp location is Adams Municipal Golf Course, 5801 Tuxedo Blvd. in
Bartlesville, OK.

Level 1-4 Intensive (ages 8+)
July 23-27, Monday-Friday, 12-6:15 p.m.
Curriculum includes: Ballet, Tap, Jazz, HipHop, Character, Pointe. Tights and leotard for
ballet; yoga attire acceptable for other classes.
Camp demonstration will be Friday, July 27th
at 5:30 p.m.
July 30th through
August 1st ONLY!
Special Guest teachers, Principal Dancer
Miki Kawamura and Soloist Walker Martin
from OKC Ballet.
Level 1-4 Intensive (ages 8+)
July 30-August 3
Monday-Friday, 12 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
Curriculum includes Ballet, Tap, Jazz, HipHop, Character, Pointe. Partnering tights
and leotard for ballet; yoga attire acceptable
for other classes. Camp demonstration, F
riday 5:30 p.m.
Pre-Ballet Camp (ages 3-7)
Monday through Friday
• July 9-July 13, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.; Camp
Demonstration, Friday 11:45 a.m.
• July 9-July 13, 12:30 p.m.-2 p.m.; Camp
demonstration, Friday 1:45 p.m.
• July 16-July 20, 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.;
Camp demonstration, Friday 11:45 a.m.
• July 16-July 20, 12:30 p.m.-2 p.m.;
Camp demonstration, Friday 1:45 p.m.
What to wear: Girls – leotard, tights, ballet shoes. Boys – bike shorts, t-shirt, sox or
ballet shoes.

Walkout
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• Airplanes – designing
paper airplanes and what
makes the planes fly,
Bernoulli’s Law, pH levels
and indicators – used
purple cabbage (natural
pH indicator) to color a
piece of paper and tested
the pH levels of several different liquids.
• States of matter (solid,
liquid, and gas) – differentiated between the
states of matter using
ice, water, and steam,
Tablets – used math
and engineering apps.
• Design and testing – designed and tested three
different types of paper
chains to see how much
weight each could hold;
and then improved design
with lessons learned.

Human Resources Compensation Analyst, Anna Trumbly, taught a class on Effective
Communication. Prevention
Department employees, John
Leland and David Murray, addressed the bullying concern
in our public schools with positive communication skits. Public Health Nurse, Jaime Clark,
and Cameron Chesbro of DNR
taught science and nature,
including identifying certain

ON Museum hosting Osage
Youth Open Mic Series
The Osage Nation Museum and ON STEAM Program are collaborating to
launch an open mic series
for Osage youth starting
July 21 at the museum
in Pawhuska.
The Osage Youth Open
Mic series is geared toward
young performers ages 10
to 24 who are interested in
sharing their artistic talents in front of an audience
of peers, according to an ON
news release. Youth are welcome to read poetry, short
stories, other written works,
discuss their artworks, perform stand-up comedy and
other talents.
On Saturday July 21, the
first open mic event will take
place from 2 to 5 p.m. in the
museum. Admission is free
and the event is open to
the public.
Pre-registration to perform in the open mic event
is required. Individuals who
are interested can contact
Jennifer Holding, ON Education Department STEAM

Osage Nation Museum
and Prevention Program
to host Free Movie Nights
Osage News

Courtesy Photo Sherry Stinson / TYLER CREATIVE

Youth Digital Photography Camp

July 16-19, Monday-Thursday
Ages 8-12, 9 a.m.-Noon
Ages 13-17, 1 p.m.-4 p.m.
The photography camp, led by professional
photographer Sherry Stinson, is July 16-19.
Participants will learn the basics of how to
use their digital camera to take good photos.
Younger students will create collages and art
from photos printed during class, while the
older students will learn how to edit and print
out a favorite photo each day. At the end of
camp, students will select several photos to be
featured in a collectible, hardcover book. This
beginner’s class is for anyone with a point-andshoot camera or digital SLR. Participants must
bring their own digital cameras and please
make certain batteries are charged for class.
Registration deadline for the photography
camp is July 6th. Camp location is the Osage
Nation Law Building, located at 1071 Grandview Lane in Pawhuska, OK.
To sign-up for any of the camps, visit osagenationfoundation.org. For more information, contact Bill Webb at the Osage Nation Foundation,
bwebb@legacyfem.com or (214) 205-7495.

plants, snakes and spiders.
Addie Roanhorse taught the
students artistic expression
through a craft titled “Zines”,
allowing students to recycle
old newspapers and magazines while making something
new. Lou Brock, Osage Nation
Congress employee, and Christopher Cote of ON Language
taught music to the students.
Presentations and guest
speakers included: ONPD,
ON Historic Preservation,
ON Heritage Center, WahZha-Zhi Health and Dental Center, Wildland Fire,
Public Health Nurse, and
Diabetes Department.
April 13 marked the final
day of the ON Teacher Walkout Support Plan. Tallchief
asked the Osage students to
fill out interviews and present
their reactions to the curriculum. The students commented
on many aspects of the school
experience from getting to do
ballet for the first time to learning that communication can
also be accomplished through
body language and facial expressions. Wyatt Bayro, son of
Susan Bayro, announced happily, “I never knew there were
famous Osage ballet dancers
until I learned it in this class.”
One student practically left
the room in tears when she
read her personal comments
out loud. Arabel Standing Bear
bravely stood up in front of her

Osage classmates, the teacher
and Director of Osage Nation
Education, and read the inspirational words out loud, “I
wish we could come back or
I wish that the Osage tribe
could create or fund our own
Elementary school because I
love it here and it is spectacular… I’ve met new people and
I’ve learned many new things.”
Soliano dedicated eight days
of the Teacher Walkout duration to the ON support plan.
When asked how her experience went, she responded, “I
was privileged to love, protect,
and teach these amazing students. We all had the opportunity to share in a wealth of
learning experiences from archery and ballet, to STEAM
and Osage culture and history.
I can honestly say, I learned
as much as the students.” Soliano and the students proved
that learning is a recurring
exchange of culture, values,
facts, ideas, and respect for
each other.
“I think it was really beneficial to the Osage Nation
and our children to do this. It
showed that the Osage Nation
is capable of stepping up and
taking care of children when
it is needed,” said Vann Bighorse, Osage Nation Language
Department director.

Resource Coordinator, at
(918) 287-5300 or email
jholding@osagenation-nsn.
gov. The registration deadline is July 13 and Osage
preference will be given in
registration process.
The release also states:
“The Open Mic stage is the
developing artists’ playground. Fostering a sense of
safety and encouragement,
this event empowers our
community’s youth to use art
as a means of sharing their
thoughts, their struggles,
their triumphs, and their
pride as they assert their
place in this ever-complicated world. For many young
people in our community,
it is an essential tool in the
forging of their identities.”
The ON Museum is located at 819 Grandview Ave.
on the ON government campus and can be reached at
(918) 287-5441. Go online
for more museum events
and exhibit information at
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
museum.

The Osage Nation Museum
and Prevention Program are
hosting three free outdoor movie nights on the museum lawn
in Pawhuska.
The summer 2018 movie
nights start at dusk on showing nights and include the following films:
• A Wrinkle in Time
(Disney) showing on
Friday July 13
• Black Panther (Marvel
Studios) showing on
Friday Aug. 10
• Coco (Disney Pixar) showing on Friday Sept. 7
Outdoor movie night events
provide opportunities for families and friends to enjoy
the outdoors while watching
movies on the big screen and

Gray

learn about ON Museum offerings, according to an ON
news release.
Attendees are encouraged
to bring blankets or lawn
chairs for seating and arrive
with plenty of time to park
and get settled before showtime. Osage-owned Ah-ThaTse Catering will be on-site
selling concessions. Free water will be provided courtesy of Osage Casinos. The ON
Museum is located at 819
Grandview Ave. on the ON
government campus.
Follow “Osage Nation Museum” on Facebook for updates
and reminders on upcoming
events and educational opportunities at the museum. For
more information, contact Hallie Winter at (918) 287-5441
or email hwinter@osagenation-nsn.gov.
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and Sunday of her Pawhuska District In-Lon-Shka to dance
with her family.
According to the OVW website, “(OVW) currently administers twenty-five grant programs authorized by the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) of 1994 and subsequent
legislation … These grant programs are designed to develop
the nation’s capacity to reduce domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking by strengthening services to victims and holding offenders accountable.”
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Osage women before the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka evening dance.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Ethan Wakeford, Nicholas Young, and Benjamin Young before the dance
at Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.
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The Grayhorse committee dinner.

MORGAN KIDDER/Osage News

Mannon Wallace before
the Grayhorse In-LonSchka evening dance.
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Veronica Pipestem and
Katelynn Pipestem visit
with family members
preparing for the June 7
Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka
dances.
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Junior Williams and his
son Isaac walk to the
Grayhorse arbor for the
June 9 In-Lon-Schka
dances.
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Jae Olsen, Jessica Rosemary Harjo and Erica
Pretty Eagle Moore.
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Young Pawhuska District dancers wait while
family members get
ready for the June 7
Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka
dances.
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Hominy District dancers
get dressed for the June
8 In-Lon-Schka dances
at the Grayhorse village.
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Grayhorse Head Committeeman
Archie
Mason with his granddaughter Tayloure Baker and daughter Niki
Baker.

