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U.S. Supreme Court invites Solicitor  
General to submit brief in Osage Wind case
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Su-
preme Court is one step closer to 
hearing oral arguments in a chal-
lenge to a 10th Circuit Court ruling 
stemming from a controversial wind 
farm in Osage County.  

On Monday morning, the court 
formally invited the O ffice of the 
Solicitor General to submit a brief 
on behalf of the federal govern-

ment in Osage Wind LLC v. Osage  
Minerals Council. 

In a unanimous decision issued 
in mid-September and upheld in 
October, a three-judge panel with 
the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals 
reversed and remanded a 2015 sum-
mary judgment from the Northern 
District Court of Oklahoma that 
allowed Osage Wind to conduct ex-
cavation work in order to set up 84 

See sCOtUs
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Standing Bear, Red Corn re-elected; two incumbents
and four new Congress members elected
Sixth Osage Nation 
Congress to make 
history with six  
sitting Osage  
Congresswomen
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage voters re-elected 
Geoffrey Standing Bear as 
Principal Chief, Raymond 
Red Corn as Assistant Prin-
cipal Chief and selected 
four new Osage Nation Con-
gress members in the 2018  
General Election.

According to unofficial Con-
gressional election results, 
Scott BigHorse received the 
highest total vote count at 
1,456; Eli Potts received 1,283 

votes in second place, Brandy 
Lemon received 1,070 votes; 
and Paula Stabler finished 
sixth with 911 votes. Voters 
re-elected Alice Goodfox (third 
with 1,149 votes) and Angela 
Pratt (fifth with 1,027 votes). 

With the election of Lemon 
and Stabler, the Sixth Osage 
Nation Congress will have 
six Osage Congresswomen, 
the most women to serve on 
any Osage Tribal Council or 
Osage Nation Congress in 
history. Incumbent William 
“Kugee” Supernaw, who has 
served since 2006 when he 
was elected to the First Osage 
Nation Congress, finished  
ninth, respectively.

In the Principal Chief race, 
Standing Bear received 1,659 
votes (67.85 percent) and Ma-
ria Whitehorn received 744 
votes (30.43 percent). For 

the Assistant Principal Chief 
race, Red Corn received 1,700 
votes (69.53 percent) and Otto 
Hamilton received 690 votes  
(28.22 percent).

All three ON Supreme Court 
Justices received majority 
“yes” votes for retention. Chief 
Justice Meredith (Quinata) 
Drent and Associate Justices 
Elizabeth Lohah Homer and 
Drew Pierce will each serve 
another four-year term. 

ON Election Supervisor 
Alexis Rencountre announced 
the results at approximately 
8:40 p.m., which is less than 
an hour after the polling place 
closed, setting a new record 
and catching some candidates 
off-guard as they were still 
cleaning their campsites. A 
far cry from the 2014 elec-
tion results, which were an-
nounced at 4:41 a.m. The ON 

Election Board will certify the 
results barring any requests 
for recounts in the general 
election within three busi-
ness days from the election  
results announcement.

Standing Bear said “I am 
honored and humbled the 
Osage people have again 
placed their trust in me. We 
want to continue working 
on objectives and priorities 
for the Nation with the new 
Osage Congress. In the future, 
what we need to do is work 
on expanding and increasing 
our healthcare services in-
cluding the building of a new 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center. 
In August-September, we will 
address other issues including 
higher education scholarships, 
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Unofficial Election 
Results and number 
of votes received:
Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,659  
Maria Whitehorn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 744  

Assistant Principal Chief
Raymond Red Corn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,700
Otto Hamilton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 690

Osage Nation Congress
Scott Bighorse  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,456
Eli Potts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,283
Alice Goodfox  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,149
Brandy Lemon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,070
Angela Pratt  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,027
Paula Stabler  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 911
Michael Kidder  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 898
Amanda Proctor   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 860
Kugee Supernaw  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 824
Mary Jo Pratt     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 672
Thomas Trumbly   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 666
Geneva Horsechief-Hamilton .  .  .  .  .  . 585
Colt Herren  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 574
Clair Wood   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 491
Tina Allen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 258

Osage Minerals Council election 
produces three incumbents and 
five new council members 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

For the second consecutive election, 
only three incumbents retained their 
seats on the Osage Minerals Council. 

According to unofficial results an-
nounced around 10 p.m. on June 4 in 
front of the minerals council cham-
bers to a chorus of cheers and lulus, 
Talee Redcorn, Andrew Yates and 
Chairman Everett Waller will be serv-
ing another four years on the Osage  
Minerals Council. 

Waller will be serving his second 
term on the minerals council. Yates, 
one of the three re-elected in 2014, 
will be serving his third term, as  
will Redcorn. 

Pending certification of the results, 
joining the three holdovers on the 
Fourth Osage Minerals Council will be 
Susan Revard Forman, Paul Revard, 
Marsha Harlan and Margo Gray, who 
were all elected to their first term, plus 

Myron Red Eagle, who will be serving 
his second term. Red Eagle served on 
the second minerals council and made 
an unsuccessful re-election bid in 2014.  

Dedicating her win to her mater-
nal great-grandfather Henry Roan, a 
casualty of the Osage Reign of Terror 
almost a century ago, Gray said the 
election results were a sign that Osage 
shareholders are looking for a different 
approach to the mineral estate. 

“It’s real simple: we have a lot of 
work that needs to be done,” she said. 
“We haven’t worked with our constitu-
tion and it’s time we do that. We have 
to unite our constitution and our gov-
ernment with our minerals council and 
I think we’ve elected some strong peo-
ple who will be able to do that. I’m glad 
just to be a part of that.”

Cynthia Boone, one of the three in-
cumbents to be re-elected in 2014, fin-
ished ninth.

Incumbents Joseph Cheshewalla, 

Hominy Village celebrates  
completion of new dance arbor 
and community building
Benny Polacca
Osage News

HOMINY VILLAGE, Okla. – This 
month, the Hominy In-Lon-Schka 
dances will be held under the new-
ly-built arbor for the first time and 

the nearby community building is 
also completed as part of the Homi-
ny Village Square project launched 
by village and Osage Nation officials 
last year.  

See VIllage
—Continued  on Page 4

All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Osage Nation delegation stands in front of the Hominy Village Arbor for the ribbon cut-
ting ceremony on June 5.
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Osage Congress to consider 
the dissolution of Osage
and Tallgrass LLCs
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress has called itself 
into a 12th Special Session 
to consider the dissolution 
of the Osage LLC and Tall-
grass Economic Develop-
ment LLC, and a possible 
$700,000 appropriation to 
hire an agent to carry out 
the dissolution.

In a three-page reso-
lution filed by Congress-
woman Shannon Edwards 
on May 17, ONCR 18-30 
details emails and news 
received by the Congress 
that led up to Edwards’ filing. According to the May 17 leg-
islative proclamation, the special session will be held a day 
after the general election, on June 5. The newly elected Con-
gress members that will join the Sixth Osage Nation Con-
gress won’t be inaugurated until July 14.  

The resolution and bill filed by Edwards are news to Jim 
Parris, chairman of the TED LLC board of directors. When 
asked if he had seen the legislation by Edwards he said he 
had not. On all accounts he said TED and Osage LLC are 
digging themselves out of a financial hole that was the fault 
of inexperience and the underbidding of projects in the past 
by former Osage LLC management. He said contracts with 
Tinker Air Force Base are nearing completion and they have 
successfully completed contracts with Fort Leonard Wood, 
which has expressed entering into other multi-year con-
tracts with Osage LLC. 

“We have a lot of good positive things that are going for-
ward, it’s not easy but it’s doable. As long as we’re given the 
opportunity to stay on this we’re going to try and salvage the 
work and make sure all these contracts and commitments 
will be met and the nation will not suffer,” Parris said in 
a phone interview. “We have meetings occurring over the 
weekend, in June. We’ve scheduled to talk to partners who 
have expressed interest in working with us. We believe we 
have a good plan to move forward to protect the company 
and the reputation of the Nation.” 

Parris said he spoke with Edwards and Speaker Ange-
la Pratt on May 15 about whether TED needed an appro-
priation for an influx of money and he assured them Osage 
LLC did. He said he requested $600,000 to use as collateral 
for a loan from BancFirst “to give us some relief to pay off 
some contracts that had been underbid by a prior CFO.” He 
said they had been told by Principal Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear that he would veto any attempt to try to have any 
money appropriated to TED or Osage LLC if they didn’t pro-
vide audited financial statements to him. He said they’ve 
approved financial statements from October 2017 to April 
2018, except for March 2018, which Finley and Cook are 
working on and will finish mid-June.  

12th Special Session
The two items listed on the special session agenda are, “A 

Resolution to Vote the Member’s Interest concerning reorga-
nization, agent appointment, dissolution, adjunctive relief 
of Osage, LLC; Tallgrass Economic Development, LLC and 
subsidiaries,” and, “An Appropriation to Osage, LLC and/or 
Tallgrass Economic Development, LLC.” 

The three-page resolution reads like a timeline, begin-
ning with a series of events in April. Edwards wrote that 
during the Hun-Kah Session, Standing Bear and executive 
branch enterprise board members advised the Congress on 
the “inability to obtain audited financials” from TED and 
Osage LLC and stated cash flow issues. On April 19, Parris 
wrote to Pratt requesting that she or Congressman William 
“Kugee” Supernaw sponsor a bill to appropriate funds to 
TED to address the cash flow issue. The Congress adjourned 
the session without considering Parris’s request, according 
to the resolution. 

The resignations of TED board members Megan Cruz 
and Kay Martin are mentioned, as is the resignation of Kay 
Bills, who then reversed and stayed on the TED board. The 
layoffs of “substantial” TED employees Tony Whitehorn and 
Susan Elliott, both Osage, are mentioned in the resolution.

On May 10, Edwards quotes a correspondence between 
Parris, Standing Bear and Supernaw that said, “Chief/Ku-
gee: It is obvious that we are getting down to close to the end 
of our options to keep the doors open. We are going to make 
our payroll on May 15th, but not sure about the 30th. I am 
told we need an estimated $700,000 to deal with the bills 
over and above our amounts due to be collected in order to 
keep afloat while we figure out how to shut down operations 
without negatively impacting the company and the Nation.” 

Parris said they will be able to make payroll on May 30.
A TED contractor wrote in his resignation letter, “I think 

the company is far from where it should be and major chang-
es are needed in order for it to have a chance at success,” ac-
cording to the resolution. On May 10, ON Attorney General 
Holli Wells was contacted by a contracting officer from Tin-
ker Air Force Base “discussing ‘a number of ongoing issues 
with multiple delivery orders for different projects on Tin-
ker AFB.’ He states, ‘Osage-Tallgrass needs to understand 
the severity of the current situations.’”

On May 14, upon request, Standing Bear forwarded a se-
ries of May 10 emails, including one from a Tallgrass em-
ployee that said “the Small Business Administration had 
sent a letter in March 2018, ‘stating that we had 45 days 
to come up with a corrective action plan for Tallgrass Con-
struction or they were going to terminate our Construction 
8a,’” according to the resolution.

Also, on May 14, Standing Bear “advised the Congress of 
his concern that Bluestem Ranch LLC, its money and as-
sets, goodwill, and activities are exposed to liability relating 
to a General Indemnity Agreement.” The remaining board 
members for Bluestem are Teresa Meade, Jim Perrier and 
Ladd Oldfield. 

According to the resolution, Edwards wishes to seek 

See dIssOlUtIOn
—Continued  on Page 4
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Tallgrass LLC lays off two high- 
profile employees to cut back on costs
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Tony Whitehorn and Susan 
Elliott are the latest to be let go 
amidst the Tallgrass Economic 
Development LLC’s attempt to 
right the ship that was headed 
for financial disaster. 

According to Jim Parris, 
Chairman for the Tallgrass 
LLC board of directors, White-
horn and Elliott’s salaries 
were higher than the average 
for the Tulsa area, considering 
the work they were perform-
ing. He declined to go into spe-
cifics of their salary amounts. 
The decision to lay off White-
horn and Elliott was made on 
April 26 at their regular board 
meeting, which was conducted 
via teleconference. 

“We’re trying to do every-
thing we can to conserve our 
spending and control our ex-
penses until we’re ready to 
move ahead and implement 
our business plan,” Par-
ris said. “Right now, we’re 
having to reduce cash flow 
where we can ... live with-
in our means basically, and  
conserve spending.”

Whitehorn, Osage, was 
serving as the Operating Gen-
eral Manager of Tallgrass 
Support Services and Tall-
grass Technology Solutions. 
Elliott, a CPA, was serving as 
the Corporate Controller. Par-
ris said he and the remaining 
board members, Kay Bills and 
Patsy Stuke, have hired the 
firm Finley & Cook to be act-
ing CFO for Tallgrass and the 
firm is “stepping in on a part-
time basis.” They have also 
hired David Cook to take over  
Whitehorn’s projects. 

Cook will move forward 
with the Grayhorse and Bow-
ring broadband project, which 
is possible due to a U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture grant, 
matching money from the 
Osage Nation, and the utili-
zation of the Osage Nation’s 
Information Technology de-
partment and the Osage Util-
ity Authority Board. He will 
also oversee the installation 
and integration of audio and 
visual equipment for the new 

Tony Whitehorn Susan Elliott

Tulsa Osage Casino, among 
other projects. 

Both the Tallgrass LLC and 
Osage LLC asked for $50,000 
each for board member sti-
pends from the Fifth Osage 
Nation Congress during the 
March Hun-Kah Session. The 
request was denied. The Con-
gress also did not confirm Par-
ris for another term on the 
Osage LLC board. 

Janice Dearman, who was 
serving as CEO for Tallgrass, 
officially resigned on April 20. 
This is her second resignation 
as CEO from Tallgrass. 

Teleconference
The Tallgrass LLC board of 

directors currently has enough 

board members for a quorum, 
but the board still needs two 
board members to fill out the 
five-member board. Megan 
Cruz and Kay Martin resigned 
in April. Parris said Standing 
Bear has not indicated wheth-
er he’ll be appointing two board 
members soon. In a phone in-
terview, Standing Bear said he 
will not be appointing any new 
board members to the Tall-
grass LLC in the near term. 
He said they have enough 
for a quorum: Parris, Bills  
and Stuke.

Attending the April 26 tele-
conference call were all three 

Federal shake-ups could
affect BIA Osage Agency
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

With no information avail-
able about two potential 
federal shake-ups, Council-
man Galen Crum channeled 
“Hogan’s Heroes” to sum up 
the flow of information from 
the Department of Interior 
at the May Osage Minerals  
Council meeting 

“I know nothing,” he said at 
the May 16 meeting, affecting 
a German accent. 

Of the two potential chang-
es that could impact the 
council, one is at the national 
level while the other is closer 
to home.  

According to a notice pub-
lished in the Federal Register, 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ 
Office of Management and 
Budget is soliciting comments 
through June 8 on what in-
formation is collected by the 
Pawhuska Agency in the leas-
ing process. 

Among the documents al-
ready required from lessees 
include a bond, articles of in-
corporation, certificate of good 
standing, certificate of limited 
liability, financial statements, 
royalty accounting forms and 
documentation of compliance 
with the National Environ-
mental Protection Act. 

The agency is specifically 
seeking feedback about how it 
can enhance the quality and 
clarity of information collected 
and how it can minimize the 
collection burden on lessees.

“The United States has not 

brought out the new CFR,” 
Chairman Everett Waller said. 
“They haven’t rolled it out yet, 
so what we will promote in 
Albuquerque on June 5 is the 
1906 Act because the big ques-
tion…is what is an inherently 
federal function.

Pawhuska Agency Superin-
tendent Robin Phillips was not 
at the meeting to take ques-
tions about the notice. When 
reached via email, BIA spokes-
woman Nedra Darling said the 
notice had to be published be-
cause the approval for the cur-
rent collection requirements is 
set to expire. 

“The Notice of Information 
Collection does not revise, 
modify, or otherwise change 
any regulations in 25 C.F.R. 
Part 226,” Darling wrote. 
“The version of 25 C.F.R. 
Part 226 that was in effect on 
April 9, 2018, remains in ef-
fect. The regulations have not  
been revised.” 

Meanwhile, when pressed by 
Councilwoman Cynthia Boone, 
Pawhuska Agency Deputy Su-
perintendent Richard Winlock 
said his office did not know 
any new information about a 
potential reorganization first 
announced in January. 

According to the proposal, 
the all agencies under the De-
partment of Interior would be 
divided into 13 regions with 
boundaries determined by wa-
tersheds and geographic ba-
sins rather than state or tribal 
boundaries. Instead of having 
a regional office in Muskogee 
serving half of the state, the 

BIA would instead have a 
single regional office to cover 
all of Oklahoma, plus eastern 
New Mexico, southern Kansas, 
southwestern Colorado and all 
of Texas. 

“They have not sent it to us 
how they’re going to reorga-
nize us,” Winlock said. “I can 
tell you that much.” 

The following day, the De-
partment of Interior sent out 
notice that it would have nine 
listening sessions this sum-
mer with first one scheduled 
for June 3 in Kansas City as 
part of the mid-year confer-
ence for the National Congress 
of American Indians. DOI 
officials are slated to have a 
session in Oklahoma City on  
Aug. 7. 

In other business, the coun-
cil approved a resolution to 
move forward with the instal-
lation of ventilation system 
for an abandoned well at the 
Pawhuska High School soft-
ball field. 

The century-old well near 
second base has had to be 
plugged multiple times and 
caused the school district to 
delay the start of the 2017-
2018 school year by two weeks 
after a seepage was found  
in August.

“There’s enough cement 
down there to build a pyra-
mid,” Waller said. “This gas 
element … we have reviewed 
it and the EPA has checked it.”

Work is slated to start June 
1 with the goal of having the 
field be playable in time for the 
2018 fast-pitch season.
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Seven Oklahoma tribes 
push back on FCC order
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Seven Oklahoma tribes are pushing back against an or-
der from the Federal Communications Commission that 
they claim ignores consultation requirements. 

On May 14, the Osage Nation, Shawnee Tribe, Ponca 
Tribe, Delaware Nation, Otoe-Missouria Tribe, Pawnee Na-
tion and the United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians 
filed a petition with the federal appeals court in the District 
of Columbia challenging an FCC order regarding the siting 
review process for cell phone towers. 

Both the National Historic Preservation Act and the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act require that tribes be con-
sulted before any infrastructure projects are started. 

However, as published in the May 3 edition of the Federal 
Register, the final version of the FCC’s Wireless Infrastruc-
ture Streamlining Order will allow wireless companies to 
forego tribal consultation before setting up small cell wire-
less antennae. 

There are an estimated 13,000 small cell deployments na-
tionwide, with that figure expected to increase to more than 
800,000 over the next decade. 

Additionally, the changes now say that wireless compa-
nies are no longer legally obligated to pay upfront fees to 
tribes when providing an opportunity to comment on pro-
posed cell tower projects.  

Tribes’ historical preservation offices often use those fees 
to cover the costs of studies to determine whether the pro-
posed tower would impact any historical sites. 

The changes do not apply to proposed cellular towers that 
are near an airport or are more than 200 feet tall. 

Despite public comments from multiple tribes nationwide 
against the proposed change, the FCC approved the order in 
March by a 3-2 vote along party lines in an effort to expedite 
the expansion of 5G technology. 

In the challenge, the seven Oklahoma tribes – all of which 
participated in the FCC’s public comment period – refer to 
the order as arbitrary and capricious and an abuse of discre-
tionary authority that could open the door for other federal 
agencies to ignore consultation obligations. 

“Unless the courts intervene, the FCC is on course to 
promote cell phone infrastructure construction without pro-
viding Indian Nations with legally-required consultation,” 
attorney Scott Sypolt wrote in a legal memo obtained by 
Osage News. “This could establish precedent for other agen-
cies to water down or eliminate government-to-government 
consultation with Indian Nations.” 

As of May 30, the FCC has not filed a response. The com-
mission’s communications department did not respond to 
requests for comment on the petition.

OKSPJ 
awards 
Osage News 
with Best 
Newspaper
Osage News

The Society of Professional 
Journalists, Oklahoma Pro 
Chapter, awarded the Osage 
News First Place in its Best 
Newspaper category.

“This award is significant 
in that it recognizes and le-
gitimizes tribal media as 
contributors to the News 
Industry in both local and 
tribal communities across 
Oklahoma,” said Osage News 

Editor Shannon Shaw Duty. 
“We are modern storytellers 
and hold dear the journalism 
ethics of fairness, accuracy 
and ethical reporting. Tribal 
communities have stories to 

tell and we are thankful to 
OKSPJ for recognizing our 
efforts.” 

The Osage News won Best 

Osage Casino to hold Aug. 31
ribbon cutting for Tulsa
Casino and Hotel opening
Benny Polacca
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. – The Osage 
Nation’s largest casino and 
hotel property here in Okla-
homa’s second largest city is 
slated to open with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on Aug. 31.

Osage Casino CEO Byron 
Bighorse said the Tulsa Osage 
Casino and Hotel project is 
“under budget, we are on time, 
everything looks beautiful” 
during a brief update at the 
May 16 Gaming Enterprise 
Board meeting. More details 
on the ribbon cutting celebra-
tion will follow.

The casino will stretch over 
240,000 square feet and the 
hotel is 75,000 square feet, ac-
cording to casino officials. The 
hotel room count increased to 
141 rooms from an earlier re-
ported 126 rooms. The hotel 
tower will also comprise six 
suites and four hospitality 
suites along with a fitness cen-
ter and resort-style pool.

On the casino floor, there 
will be 16 table games, 1,550 
electronic gaming machines 
and five poker tables. Ameni-
ties will include a sports bar 
and grill, a café and a brewery 
with a pub. The property will 
feature a 10,000-square-foot 
ballroom and three break-
out rooms for conferences 
and special events along with 
a 25,000-square-foot multi- 
purpose-use space.

Gaming Enterprise Board 
member Julie Malone received 
confirmation for a three-year 
term from the ON Congress 
during the Hun-Kah Session 

All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Front view of the Tulsa Osage Casino and multi-level parking garage un-
der construction on May 16.

The north, rear side of the Tulsa Osage Casino and Hotel under construc-
tion on May 16.

and also briefly discussed the 
casino project while she was 
considered for board quali-
fication by the Congressio-
nal Commerce, Gaming and  
Land Committee.

“We realize we’re a vital 
source of revenue for the Na-
tion and so the No. 1 priority 
would be to increase the rev-
enue and grow those reve-
nues and do it in a way that’s 
sustainable, responsible and 
that’s our No. 1 objective,” 
Malone told the committee 
on April 16. “The new casino 
should actually get us going in 
the right direction.”

As for the other Osage Ca-

sino properties, Malone said 
the land-into-trust application 
process for future Bartlesville 
and Pawhuska casino prop-
erties is still ongoing. Malone 
told the committee the gaming 
board is still “looking at all 
the angles” regarding develop-
ment or renovating other casi-
no properties. 

In the meantime, the casi-
no and construction officials 
are posting occasional photos 
of the Tulsa casino/ hotel proj-
ect progress online at: http://
w w w . o s a g e c a s i n o s . c o m /
photo-page/new-tulsa-casi-
no-progress.

ON officials celebrate completion of the Hominy Fitness Center 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

HOMINY, Okla. – The 
Osage Nation celebrated the 
completion of the new upgrad-
ed Wellness Center here for 
the Hominy community to use 
for fitness training and oth-
er health services to remain 
healthy and physically active.

On May 24, the Nation’s gov-
ernment officials and Hominy 
community members gathered 
for a ribbon cutting celebration 
on the 4,490 square-foot Hom-
iny Wellness Center located at 
1105 S. Eastern (State High-
way 99). 

In a statement, Hank Pow-
ell, supervisor for the Nation’s 
three fitness and wellness 
centers, said: “This Wellness 
Center will feature a more 
functional fitness approach 
rather than commercial fit-
ness, including an exam room 
for clinical purposes; a diabetic 

foot clinic area; and multi-use 
fitness room used for classes.”

Assistant Principal Chief 
Raymond Red Corn spoke 
on behalf of Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear who 
couldn’t attend the event. 
Other ON officials – includ-
ing those from the Hominy 

District – attended including 
Congressional Speaker Angela 
Pratt and Congress members 
Maria Whitehorn, Alice Good-
fox, William “Kugee” Super-
naw and John Maker. 

The Hominy Wellness Cen-
ter received its construction 
funding from an $800,000 
federal grant and a $250,000 
matching appropriation bill 
sponsored by Supernaw and 
approved by the Congress. Of-
ficials broke ground on the fa-
cility in November 2017.  

Red Corn applauded the fa-
cility’s completion and said: 
“I’m really happy for Hominy 
to get a facility like this that’s 
state-of-the-art for us to take 
care of activities here, but most 
importantly, this is where we 
prevent diabetes, this is where 
we prevent osteoporosis, this 
is where we prevent heart dis-
ease, this is where we put our 
dollars to work and make our 
people healthier and give them 
opportunities to get healthy 
and stay healthy. I’m proud  
of this.” 

Referring to the building’s 
purple-colored interior trim, 
Red Corn quipped: “Being 
from Pawhuska, I’m not so 
sure about the color scheme, 
but Speaker Pratt told me it’s 
good, I’m going to take her 
word on that … This is what 
happens when the Executive 
Branch, the people in it, and 
the Congress and community 
members get together and de-
cide a community needs a fa-
cility like this.”

Pratt, a Hominy High School 
alum, called the occasion “a 
very exciting day for us, this 
is a great thing for our com-
munity – and purple is a great 

thing – so I always made sure 
to wear purple when I can, for 
sure on Fridays. I am really 
proud of this facility, I feel like 
it’s gone (up) quickly, in mov-
ing forward with the Fairfax 
facility, this is a place of well-
ness for us and that’s what we 
strive for at the Osage Nation, 
that’s a goal we have together 
in all the branches.”

The ON Grants Department 
successfully applied for the 
grant and wrote to HUD jus-
tifying the need for the new 
Wellness Center, the release 
stated. “The current facility (at 
the ON Industrial Park north 
of downtown) is too small and 
not cost-effective … Providing 
Hominy area residents with a 
year-round, climate-controlled 
location that is nearby to learn 
about healthy lifestyles and 
participate in physical activi-
ties gives them the opportuni-
ty to improve their health.”

The Hominy Wellness Cen-
ter is open weekdays 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m. and 7:30 a.m. to noon 
on Saturdays. For more infor-
mation, call (918) 287-5281 
or go online to www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/fit-
ness-center.

All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Hominy Wellness Center on May 24.

Attendees check out the new Hominy Wellness Center on May 24.

Osage Nation delegation cut the ribbon for the new Hominy Wellness 
Center on May 24.

Courtesy Photo

Osage News Senior Reporter Benny Polacca and Editor Shannon Shaw 
Duty at the 2018 OKSPJ awards.
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appointment of an agent for 
Osage LLC, TED LLC, to take 
control of operations of the 
companies and to undertake 
any or all of the following: 

• Collect its assets

• Prosecute and defend suits

• Take any action neces-
sary to settle and close 
the business of TED

• Dispose of and transfer 
the property of TED

• Discharge or make pro-
vision for discharging 
the liabilities of TED

• Distribute to the 
member any remain-
ing assets of TED

• Advise of a course of 
action concerning the 
contracts, grants and 
assets held by the Na-
tion owned companies

• Notify the AG and 
Congress of any possi-
ble violations of law

• Authorize the Nation to 
take whatever action is 
necessary to protect the 
assets of Bluestem Ranch 
LLC from creditor claims 
against Tallgrass LLC

An accompanying bill, 
ONCA 18-30 (Edwards), is 
to appropriate the $700,000 

needed to carry out resolution 
ONCR 18-15, “to pay for the 
compensation and expenses 
of an agent, for salaries and 
contracted professional ser-
vices, and verified debts of 
Osage, LLC, Tallgrass Eco-
nomic Development, LLC and  
its subsidiaries.”

Standing Bear said he is 
not going to sign off on any 
more money going to any of  
the LLCs.

“We still do not have the 
2017 audit or any reliable fi-
nancials for 2018. My staff and 
I met with the Congressional 
commerce committee three 
times during the Hun-Kah ses-
sion and there were no approv-
als of any funds to these LLCs,” 
Standing Bear said. “This new 
legislation by Ms. Edwards ap-
pears to appropriate $700,000 
for wind up costs but I’m not 
sure about how those numbers 
were determined. We all need 
to keep working together on 
this problem. I don’t see the 
justification for any more mon-
ey going to these LLCs.” 

If the $700,000 appropria-
tion is approved, that money 
will come out of the Economic 
Development fund, according 
to the bill.

Audit
Parris said the TED board 

and staff are actively contact-
ing other tribal resources, 
other companies to partner 
in some way to cover the re-

maining costs associated with 
the company to finish out the 
fiscal year, which ends Sept. 
31. The firm of Finley and 
Cook will have a draft audit 
ready mid-June, which he 
said would show Standing 
Bear that the companies are  
making progress. 

The agent Edwards has pro-
posed in her resolution to shut 
things down, he said he’s not 
in favor of because they are 
continuing to deliver and com-
plete contracts for Osage LLC. 

“We have finished almost 
everything at Fort Leonard 
Wood, they’re pleased, and 
have issued evaluations of the 
contracts on finishing them 
up and issued some closeout 
statements on the work and 
Osage LLC has done what 
they were asked to do, and it’s 
been successful,” Parris said. 
“At Tinker AFB, there are 
some issues being worked out 
but that’s something our board 
is working through with the 
people at Tinker and they have 
assured us everything’s going 
to be alright and have talked 
about continuing multi-year 
contracts with us and Fort Sill 
has said they want to enter 
into multi-year contracts with 
us and they wouldn’t be say-
ing that if we weren’t doing a  
good job.”

ON Higher Education 
Scholarship qualifying 
application due June 15
Osage News

The 2018-2019 annual 
qualifying application for 
the Osage Nation Higher 
Education Scholarship Pro-
gram is currently available 
online.

To apply for the scholar-
ship for the 2018-2019 ac-
ademic year please submit 
the Annual Qualifying Ap-
plication by June 15.

Students applying for the 
scholarship must be plan-
ning to enroll in coursework 
for an associate’s degree, 
bachelor’s degree, master’s 
degree or doctorate. This in-
cludes students concurrent-
ly enrolled in college courses 
while in high school.

The annual qualifying ap-
plication should take only a 
few minutes to complete and 
you do not need to submit 
any documentation. Click 
here to access the program 
guidelines published in 
the Osage Nation Student 
Handbook

You must click the Sub-
mit button to submit the ap-
plication for the 2018-2019 

academic year even if none 
of your information has 
changed. Once submitted 
the status listed on the home 
page of your account will in-
dicate “Submitted - Under 
Review,” and you will re-
ceive an email confirmation.

The 2018-2019 academic 
year includes the following 
terms:

• Fall term 2018
• Winter term 2018
• Spring term 2019
• Summer term 2019
Students who have sub-

mitted the annual qualify-
ing application by the June 
15 deadline and are deemed 
eligible will be invited to 
complete a payment request 
application for each term 
during the 2018-2019 aca-
demic year.

For more information 
call (855) 758-8609 or email 
OsageNation@scholarshipa-
merica.org. For assistance in 
submitting your application 
contact Scholarship America 
before the June 15. Custom-
er Service is available Mon-
day through Friday from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CST.

Newspaper in OKSPJ’s B cat-
egory, which encompasses all 
newspapers with a circulation 
of less than 25,000. The Osage 
News is mailed to approximate-
ly 7,000 Osage Nation mem-
bers and non-members and 
currently works with a staff of 
three and a devoted freelancer 
in Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton. The 
Osage News staff is made up 
of Shaw Duty, Senior Reporter 
Benny Polacca and Editorial 
Assistant/Photographer Cha-
lene Toehay-Tartsah.

Second place went to the 
Tri-County Herald, which 
serves the Meeker, McLoud, 
Dale and North Rock Creek 
areas. Third place went to 
The Tulsa Voice, an alterna-
tive newspaper in Tulsa that 
comes out the first and third 
Wednesday of each month. 

Osage News Editor Shannon 
Shaw Duty was also awarded 
second place in the General 
News Reporting, Newspaper 
B category, for her article, 
“Judge orders DNA testing in 
membership removal case.”

The OKSPJ hosts a yearly 
awards banquet that recog-
nizes the best in Oklahoma 
journalism in the categories of 
Public Relations, Radio, Tele-
vision, Online, Magazine, and 
Newspapers. This year’s ban-
quet was hosted at the Double-
Tree in Tulsa.

Attending the banquet for 
the Osage News was Shaw 
Duty and Polacca.

“Tonight we celebrate the 
achievements of Oklahoma’s 
finest journalists and the fact 
that good reporting should 
never be silenced,” said OKSPJ 
President Kevan Goff-Park-
er in his President’s letter to 
award winners.

Other Oklahoma news-
papers that competed in the 
OKSPJ’s Best Newspaper B 
category are:

The Cleveland American
Muskogee Phoenix
Tahlequah Daily Press
The Tulsa Voice
Oklahoma City  

 Community College Pioneer
Stillwater News Press
Hownikan 
McAlester News-Capital
Watonga Republican
15th Street News
The Ada News
Muscogee Nation News
Tri-County Herald
The Vista

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH / Osage News

Osage Nation delegation stands in front of the Hom-
iny Community Building for the ribbon cutting cere-
mony on June 5.

More than 80 people, includ-
ing Hominy community mem-
bers and ON officials gathered 
for a June 5 ribbon-cutting 
commemoration in the com-
munity building featuring 
congratulatory greetings from 
elected officials and village 
committee members. After-
ward, the people gathered un-
der the arbor for a blessing by 
Hominy District Head Com-
mitteeman Dr. Steve Pratt.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said “it’s been 
an honor to participate” in the 
village square project with the 
community. “We look forward 
to the enjoyment by this great 
community that has always 
given us great hospitality to all 
our people.”

Congressional Speaker An-
gela Pratt (Hominy District) 
acknowledged the attendance 
of other Congress members 
from Hominy including Maria 
Whitehorn, John Maker, Al-
ice Goodfox and William “Ku-
gee” Supernaw and said the 
event is a special moment for 
the community. “It’s hard to 
not become emotional, I was 
raised just up that hill where 
our chapel stands now and 
it’s very special to me – my 
grandfather’s name, Jerome 
Barnes, is written on this vil-
lage constitution and other 
family members as well and 
I’m really happy to see you all 
here… I feel the spirit of my 
elders who have home places 
here in this village, it’s a good 
day though… And as they say, 
we keep moving forward. On 
behalf of the Congress, I say 
congratulations to our Zon-Zo-
Li people and it’s a new time 
and it’s very nice in here, and 
everyone was involved in the 
planning and it’s good.”

According to an ON news 
release, the new arbor “has a 
60 percent increase in capacity 
from the previous dance arbor 
and is 29,903 square feet. The 
architects and engineers for 
the arbor and the new build-
ing are Blue River Architects, 
Wallace Engineering and 
MPW Engineering, LLC.” Two 
visitor arbors for the Pawhus-
ka and Grayhorse district com-
mittees “were increased in size 
by more than a third of their 
previous size.”

For the new communi-
ty building, “The building is 
3,600 square feet larger than 
the previous community build-
ing – almost a 65 percent in-
crease in space… The entire 
site was raised by one foot and 
all the water coming through 
the building is filtered.  There 
is now a public entrance to 
the restrooms on the east side 

with double doors,” the re-
lease stated. New parking lots 
and spaces and streets with a 
gutter system also surround 
the village structures with 
the project involvement of ON 
entities including the Roads 
Department and the Tribal 
Development and Land Acqui-
sition Department.

In a statement, Silas Sate-
pauhoodle, field superinten-
dent for TDLA, said: “They 
always say just take care of 
this dance and that’s what 
we’re doing, the future of our 
dances depends on this… 
[TDLA] is emphasizing the 
dance first and that’s why we 
focused on [the arbor] and then 
we looked at the community 
building and what needs to 
happen there for our dinners 
and meetings. When we went 
around and gathered opinions 
and views about whether or 
not we should do this our big-
gest concern was always, will 
this work for our kids, because 
this is for them and their chil-
dren.”

Satepauhoodle also noted: 
“We are putting pavers down 

and under the pavers it’s de-
signed to drain water and all 
the drainage goes off site so 
there isn’t going to be any more 
standing water, it’s a feature 
that hasn’t been done at a lot of 
traditional dance grounds but 
it’s been such a problem that 
we said let’s do it. That’s one of 
the problem-solving things we 
took on right away.”

The Fourth ON Congress 
approved a $4.1 million ap-
propriation bill (sponsored by 
Congresswoman Shannon Ed-
wards) in 2016 for the village 
square project. The former ar-
bor and community building 
were both demolished after the 
2017 In-Lon-Schka dances and 
the new structures are built 
where the old ones once stood.

“I did this because I was 
aware that the Zon-Zo-Li 
District had patiently wait-
ed their turn to have the im-
provements that you see here 
today,” Edwards said. “The 
time was right to make it pos-
sible for this district to have 
the same facilities that the 
other districts have previously 
prepared. These facilities rep-

resent an important gathering 
place for the community and 
guests and are a testament to 
the government’s commitment 
to provide financial support to 
enhance our culture.”

Everett Waller, a member 
of the Hominy Village Com-
mittee, also spoke at the event 
and acknowledged his fellow 
five-member board members 
and past board and family 
members noting it’s a legacy 
board. “Our mothers were on 
this, our fathers were on this, 
our grandparents were on this, 
I am so proud of you all… Ev-
erything’s in order, you being 
here is in order. We wanted 
to stay here, we could’ve went 
down on the other end (that 
was an option), but we want-
ed to keep our footprint here 
because this is not just the 
only location, this is our last 
location… There’s no place 
like home, there’s no place like 
Osage, we are going to have 
the largest crowd here this 
year we’ve ever had.”

The 2018 Hominy In-Lon-
Schka dances run June 14-17 
at the village square.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH / Osage News

Local Hominy residents attend the Hominy Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony on June 5.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The dance grounds of the newly completed Hominy 
Village Arbor.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH / Osage News

Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt, who is also a cook 
for the Hominy In-Lon-Schka Committee, addressed 
the crowd in the new Hominy Community Building 
during the ribbon cutting ceremony on June 5.

BENNY POLACCA / Osage News

LEFT: North and south views of the newly built Homi-
ny Village community building.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News 

The newly completed Hominy Village Arbor.
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Election Office fines four 
candidates for missing the 
first campaign reporting 
statement deadline
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Four candidates seeking Osage Nation office in the June 
4 general election are each receiving a $500 fine from the 
ON Election Office for not submitting their first candidate 
campaign reporting statements by the deadline.

Those receiving the $500 fine are Congressional candi-
dates Clair Wood, Geneva Horsechief-Hamilton, Michael 
Kidder and Assistant Principal Chief candidate Otto Ham-
ilton. The Election Board voted unanimously to issue the 
fines during their May 18 meeting, which was the deadline 
for the first campaign reporting statements listing the can-
didate’s donations and expenses incurred while campaign-
ing for office. 

That afternoon, the Election Board and office staff met 
and reviewed submitted campaign reporting statements 
from candidates who submitted them up until the 4:30 p.m. 
close-of-business deadline. Those reviewing the statements 
included Election Supervisor Alexis Rencountre, Assistant 
Election Supervisor Courtney Piearcy, Election Board mem-
bers Shannon Lockett and Terry Hazen and alternate board 
members Anita Fields (currently a voting member) and 
Gary Weyl. 

After the statement reviews, which ended after 6 p.m., 
the board noted several statements contained deficiencies 
and needed follow-up action and three candidates’ state-
ments contained no deficiencies. The board then issued the 
following motions and all passed with unanimous 3-0 votes.

• Hazen motioned to certify campaign reporting state-
ments, which contained no deficiencies, from Assistant 
Principal Chief candidate Raymond Red Corn and 
Congressional candidates Alice Goodfox and Eli Potts.

• Hazen motioned to certify campaign reporting state-
ments with deficiencies from Principal Chief can-
didates Maria Whitehorn, Geoffrey Standing Bear 
and Congressional candidates Thomas Trumbly, 
Brandy Lemon, Tina Allen, Scott BigHorse, Wil-
liam “Kugee” Supernaw, Colt Herren, Paula Stabler, 
Amanda Proctor, Mary Jo Pratt and Angela Pratt. 

• Hazen motioned to issue the $500 fines to Wood,  
Horsechief-Hamilton, Kidder and Hamilton “for  
(the Election Office) not receiving their campaign  
reporting statements.”

Rencountre said the candidates whose reporting state-
ment have deficiencies have three days to correct them upon 
written notification of the deficiencies, which she planned 
to send out May 20. Lockett said deficiency issues included 
missing transaction information on the statements or math-
ematical errors. 

For the candidates fined $500, Lockett said “they have 
three business days to turn in a report without deficiencies” 
as well. “We try not to fine people, we try to make it easy and 
simple to comply with because we know they’re really busy, 
but it’s required under the law, so we have to enforce it.” 

The Election Board meets again Friday May 25 at 10 a.m. 
to revisit the campaign reporting statement matters.

Election candidates 
pay fines, other reports 
found with deficiencies
Benny Polacca
Osage News

All 19 Osage Nation gen-
eral election candidates have 
submitted their first cam-
paign reporting statements to 
the Election Office and those 
charged $500 fines paid them 
to remain in good standing for 
their votes to be counted.

The ON Election Board re-
viewed the submitted cam-
paign reporting statements, 
which were found to have de-
ficiencies, during a May 29 
special meeting. That date 
was also a final deadline for 
any past due statements to  
be submitted. 

The Election Office report-
ed the four candidates who 
missed the May 18 deadline 
to submit campaign reporting 
statements had done so and 
the $500 fines were paid by 
May 30. Those individuals who 
were fined $500 by the Elec-
tion Board were Congressional 
candidates Michael Kidder, 
Geneva Horsechief-Hamil-
ton, Clair Wood and Assis-
tant Principal Chief candidate  
Otto Hamilton.

In reviewing the campaign 
reporting statements during 
the May 29 meeting, the Elec-
tion Board said several cam-
paign reporting statements 
still contained deficiencies and 
those candidates with deficient 
statements would be fined at 
the scheduled June 12 Elec-
tion Board meeting.

Per the Osage election rules 
and regulations, the Election 
Board requires candidates to 

open a separate bank account 
in the name of the candidate 
or candidate’s campaign, 
which all donations, including 
self-donations, shall be depos-
ited for any and all campaign 
purposes. All donations (from 
individuals, corporations, 
LLCs, business entities, etc.) 
shall be reported, as well as 
expenditures from the begin-
ning of the campaign up to the 
statement filing date shall be 
reported in the campaign re-
porting statements. 

Deficiencies noted in the 
campaign reporting state-
ments included mathematical 
errors or missing information, 
according to Election Board 
Chairwoman Shannon Lockett. 
After review and discussion on 
the submitted statements, the 
board unanimously passed the 
following motions:

• Board member Anita 
Fields motioned to certi-
fy – with no deficiencies 
– campaign reporting 
statements for: Congres-
sional candidates Mary 
Jo Pratt, Scott BigHorse, 
Angela Pratt, Paula 
Stabler, William “Kugee” 
Supernaw, Amanda Proc-
tor, Thomas Trumbly, Colt 
Herren, Tina Allen and 
Principal Chief candidates 
Geoffrey Standing Bear 
and Maria Whitehorn. 

• Fields motioned to 
certify – with defi-
ciencies and fines to 
be determined at the 

Absentee ballots in Minerals Council election 
won’t be returned to sender if postage insufficient 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

Despite multiple human er-
rors from its third-party con-
tractor, the Osage Minerals 
Council Election Board does 
not anticipate any complet-
ed absentee ballots being re-
turned to sender. 

Of the 573 absentee ballots 
mailed out for Monday’s Osage 
Minerals Council election, less 
than 50 were sent out without 
an outer envelope and ques-
tionable pre-paid postage on 
the return envelope. 

“They (True Ballot) acciden-
tally postmarked some of the 
envelopes,” Osage Minerals 
Council election supervisor 
Billie Ponca said. “They’ve told 
me it was sufficient postage, 
but have had some annuitants 
tell me it wasn’t.”

The Minerals Council Elec-
tion Board has notified the 

Pawhuska Post Office about 
the stamp situation and will 
pay the difference should a 
ballot arrive with insufficient 
postage. As of Thursday after-
noon, the board has not been 
notified of any ballots arriving 
with a balance owed. 

In the interim, Ponca en-
couraged shareholders who 
are not sure whether their 
ballot has enough postage to 
ask their local post office be-
fore dropping the envelope in  
the mail. 

“No ballots will be returned 
because of missing postage,” 
Ponca said. “And as far as I 
know, nothing’s been turned 
back so far.” 

Voters who received an ab-
sentee ballot without an outer 
return envelope are asked to 
fill out the completed ballot, 
put it in a standard envelope, 
write “Ballot” on the outside 

and mail it to the minerals 
council’s election office. 

“They will be counted,” Pon-
ca said. “It’s the only thing we 
could do from this end.” 

The ballots in question were 
all part of the third and final 
batch of absentee requests 
sent to True Ballot for process-
ing and distribution. The first 
two groups were large enough 
that they were handled by 
a mailing house, while the 
third was handled in-house by  
True Ballot. 

“They know they’ve made a 
mistake and have apologized 
for any misunderstanding,” 
Ponca said.

Representatives from True 
Ballot could not be reached 
for comment on deadline. 
Based out of Bethesda, Mary-
land, the company was used 
by the Osage Nation Election 
Board for the 2010, 2012 and 
2014 elections, but problems 
with its software delayed the 
release of the 2014 general  
election results. 

Absentee voters who are 
still worried their ballot might 
not make it to Pawhuska in 
time still have the option to 
vote in person Monday at the 
Minerals Council’s lone polling 
place. The Minerals Council 
chambers in Pawhuska will 
be open to voters from 8 a.m.  
to 8 p.m. 

“Any time you have an elec-
tion and work with people, 
there’s going to be an error now 
and then,” Ponca said. “All you 
can do is try to correct it.”

Candidates discuss the BIA, one-
man one-vote, and other issues
at OSA Candidate Forum

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

The Osage Shareholders Association hosts a candidate forum on May 20 for those seeking Osage Minerals 
Council office in the June 4 election. Moderator at podium is OSA Vice President Lou Phillips with nine candi-
dates participating in the forum at the Skiatook Osage Casino Hotel.

Lenzy Krebiel-Burton
Osage News

SKIATOOK — More than 
60 shareholders packed into 
Osage Casino Skiatook’s Blue-
stem Room Sunday afternoon 
to hear from nine of the Osage 
Minerals Council candidates.

Hosted by the Osage Share-
holders Association, the three-
hour forum featured questions 
submitted by attendees and 
drawn at random. 

The only question to gener-
ate a unanimous reaction from 
the participants was whether 
any objected to family mem-
bers serving together on the 
council. With several acknowl-
edging that they were related 
to at least one other person on 
the panel or currently on the 
minerals council, none said 
they saw it as a problem.

“That decision is in your [the 
voters’] hands,” Talee Redcorn 
said. “There is nothing in our 
laws to prohibit family mem-
bers from being elected to the 
same branch.” 

Other than being OK with 
possibly sharing the council 
chambers with a close rela-
tive, the candidates had con-
sensus on little else, including 
whether the 1906 Act and 
the tribe’s Constitution are 
in conflict with respect to the  
mineral estate. 

“We need autonomy to be 
able to act without outside in-
terference,” R.E. Yarbrough 

said. “If something needs to 
change, it is our Constitution. 
It’s just a piece of paper and 
can be changed.”

The role of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs with respect to 
the mineral estate also drew 
mixed responses. Multiple 
candidates also said they view 
the federal government as the 
biggest single threat to the 
mineral estate, with the BIA 
specifically singled out for its 
role in the drop-in drilling ac-
tivity in recent years. 

“The biggest threat comes 
from the BIA,” Linda Heskett 
said. “The BIA has numbers 
that we need and won’t release 
them. The Donelson case is 
over, and we now need to go af-
ter certain people there who’ve 
stopped us from drilling.” 

On the flip side, several 
called for the BIA to take a 
more involved role as a trust-
ee in addressing the hundreds 
of abandoned and orphaned 
wells dotting Osage County. 

“It’s the BIA’s responsibil-
ity to help address the aban-
doned wells,” Paul Revard 
said. “They let those producers 
go and leave all these environ-
mental and safety risks to the 
surface owners.”

Among the other ques-
tions asked that drew a 
mixed reaction from the can-
didates was whether to im-
plement a one man, one vote 
system for future minerals  
council elections. 

Although every eligible 
shareholder may cast a vote, 
each ballot does not necessar-
ily carry the same weight, as 
each ballot carries the same 
value as the voter’s headright 
interest as shown on the last 
quarterly annuity roll. 

While Margo Gray, Andrew 
Yates and Susan Foreman in-
dicated they would at least be 
open to discussing the matter 
or holding a referendum on it, 
other candidates were less re-
ceptive to the idea.

“I am totally opposed to one 
man, one vote,” Marsha Har-
lan said. “However, having 
said that, if there is a refer-
endum on it and I am elect-
ed, I will follow and honor  
those results.” 

Cynthia Boone, Joseph 
Cheshewalla, Stephanie Er-
win, Kathryn Red Corn and 
Myron Red Eagle did not par-
ticipate in the forum.  

Voting for the eight Osage 
Minerals Council seats is re-
stricted to tribal citizens old-
er than the age of 18 whose 
names appear on the quarterly 
annuity roll at the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs’ Osage Agency 
as of the last payment prior to 
the election. 

The election is scheduled for 
June 4. The lone polling place, 
the Minerals Council’s cham-
bers at the tribal complex in 
Pawhuska, will be open from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m.
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Osage Nation Foundation selects artists
for “Voices From the Drum” project
Osage News

Nineteen Osage artists have 
been selected by the Osage Na-
tion Foundation for its “Voices 
From the Drum: An Osage Col-
lection” project. 

The 19 artists will be us-
ing a traditional drum as a 
canvas to demonstrate what 
the drum means to the Osage 
people, their culture, and their 
history. The drums were hand-
crafted by drum maker Rock 
Pipestem and provided to the 
artists. Once the artists begin 
to design their drum, their 
artistic process will be docu-
mented by video and included 
in a permanent traveling ex-
hibit which is expected to be 
completed by December 2018. 

The Osage artists  
selected are:

• Jessica Rosemary Harjo –  
Fairfax, OK

• Jon RedCorn – 
Pawhuska, OK

• Jen Tiger – Pawhuska, OK

• Sarah Elsber-
ry – Fairfax, OK

• Dante Biss-Grayson – 
Farmington, N.M.

• Wendy Ponca – 
Fairfax, OK

• Alex Ponca Stock –  
Fairfax, OK

• Kilan Jacobs –  
Bartlesville, OK

• Norman Akers – 
Lawrence, KS

• Ted Moore – Fairfax, OK

• Joe Don Brave – 
Pawhuska, OK

• Jonathan Lunsford 
– Fairfax, OK

• June Carpenter –  
Tulsa, OK

• Harleigh Moore – 

Stillwater, OK

• Addie Roanhorse – 

Pawhuska, OK

• Vanessa Rose Moore –  

Hominy, OK

• Yatika Fields – Tulsa, OK

• Anita Fields –  

Stillwater, OK

• Rock Pipestem – 

Pawhuska, OK

Courtesy Photo

A traditional drum made by drum maker Rock Pipestem.

Hominy Remembers Peh-Tse-Moie at Festival
Roseanne McKee

At the first Hominy Ameri-
can Indian Festival held May 
19 at Peh-Tse-Moie Park in 
the city of Hominy, guests 
and relatives of Peh-Tse-Moie 
gathered to remember the 
man and his generous gift to 
the city. Although there were 
storms before and afterward, 
no rain fell during the festival.

With help from retired 
Congressman Mark Simms, 
a photo of Peh-Tse-Moie was 
provided, which will be placed 
in the park.

Osage Congressman John 
Maker, who is a relative of 
Peh-Tse-Moie, addressed the 
festival guests. 

“Hominy was a great place 
to grow up,” and the park 
was a big part of this, John  
Maker said.

“When I was a little boy, 
we’d all come to this park and 
play and go down exploring in 
the creek. Sometimes we only 
had fifty cents but that was 
enough to go swimming and go 
to the movies all in one day, so 
at that time, fifty cents would 
go a long way,” Maker said.

Scott Lohah, the great-great-
grandson of Peh-Tse-Moie, 
also addressed the crowd.

“I want to thank my mother 
the oldest living descendant of 
Peh-Tse-Moie, Marilyn Hop-
per Dailey. She provided all of 
the information today,” Scott 
Lohah said. “He died before 
my mother was born, but her 
grandmother told her stories.”

Marilyn Hopper Dailey is 

Peh-Tse-Moie’s great-grand-
daughter. Sarah and John 
Oberly were her grandparents, 
Lohah explained.

“He was called Bob Peh-Tse-
Moie, or Grandpa Bob. He was 
on the Tribal Council and his 
son-in-law was John Oberly, 
who was Chief,” Lohah said.

Lohah shared the family 
names in Osage going back 
five generations. 

“Grandpa Bob Peh-Tse-
Moie’s name in Osage was 
Ah-She-Gah-Re. His wife, 
our grandmother’s name in 
Osage, was Gro-To-Me-Tsa-
He. Bob’s dad’s Osage name 

was Ne-Kah-Keh-Pah-Na. 
Grandpa Bob’s grandfather  
was Ha-Moie.”

The city of Hominy was 
named after someone named 
Ha-Moie, but Lohah and his 
family were not sure if that 
referred to his grandfather 
since several people shared  
that name.

“There are relatives from the 
following families still living 
in the Hominy area: Oberly, 
Davis, Satepauhoodle, Abbott, 
Hopper, Dailey and Lohah. 
Peh-Tse-Moie also has many 
descendants living in various 
places all over the country,” 
Marilyn Hopper Dailey said.

“There’s nothing better in 
the world than children play-
ing and laughing and having 
a good time. Grandpa Bob 
was advised that if he left this 
property for a park, then the 
children would play here for-
ever and always have a place 
to play,” Lohah said.

“Speaking for myself and 
the descendants of Grandpa 
Bob Peh-Tse-Moie, we are very 
proud of what he did for this 
community,” Lohah said.

Lohah addressed the crowd 
in Osage: “zhi-kah^ zhi sh-
ka-dse sho-sho-weh,” which 
translates in English to: “the 
children would always have a 
place to play.”

Lohah concluded with this: 
“Thanks to all and to the kids. 
You’ll always have a place to 
play at Peh-Tse-Moie Park!”

After Lohah spoke, Con-
gressman Maker offered a 

prayer and then 200 free Osage 
meatpies were handed out to 
hungry guests. The two cater-
ers were Ah-Tha-Tse Catering, 
which means “we eat” in Osage 
and MaryGrace Dailey. 

The city of Hominy’s tour-
ism department sponsored the 
festival, which also featured a 
style show by the Bartlesville 
Indian Women’s Club, an in-
tertribal-service club formed 
in 1937. The club provides 
scholarships to Native Amer-
ican students. Clothing from 
the following tribes were worn 
and explained by the ladies: 
Lenape (Delaware) regalia 
and traditional clothing of the 
Apache, Navajo, Cheyenne 
and Cherokee tribes. The la-
dies also brought traditional 
items to share such as dolls 
made from blankets and the 
double-walled reed basket.

Storyteller, Nagi Whiteowl 
shared oral history from the 
Lenape tribe and North Amer-
ican plains flute player, David 
Inda, serenaded the guests.

Several vendors sold Native 
American art, hand-made jew-
elry and other items. 

To learn more about the his-
tory and culture of Hominy, 
visit their website at: https://
hominytourism.wordpress.com 
and follow Hominy Tourism on 
Facebook. 

Editor’s Note: This arti-
cle was originally published 
by the Bartlesville Exam-
iner-Enterprise and is used  
with permission.

Courtesy Photo/Roseanne McKee

From left: Scott Lohah and Osage Congressman John Maker spoke at the 
Hominy American Indian Festival on May 19 about their relative, Peh-Tse-
Moie, who donated the park to the city of Hominy. 
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health benefit program and 
burial assistance.”

Red Corn expressed thanks 
on Facebook after the election 
stating: “I offer my sincere 
appreciation to everyone who 
supported my candidacy and 
this administration with a 
vote of confidence. And, thanks 
to the many who fearlessly put 
their hat in the ring, regard-
less of the outcome. It takes 
courage to run, more than a 
little bit. Some have succeeded 
this round by getting up, dust-
ing themselves off, and trying 
again after previous disap-
pointments. We owe them all 
a debt of gratitude for partic-
ipating in this process.”

Red Corn also thanked 
Standing Bear and wrote: “To-
gether we have built a work-
able relationship between two 

positions chosen strictly by 
the people, and not by the of-
fice holders. Osage law may 
or may not someday require 
the PC and APC to run on a 
ticket. Until it does, I hope the 
benefits of candid cooperation 
are observed and emulated in  
the future.”

Pratt said: “I am honored 
that my Osage people have 
re-elected me to serve on Con-
gress. It is such a blessing to 
represent and serve my peo-
ple and I will continue to do 
my best for them. I had such 
a great time on Election Day. 
Great weather, great food, 
great fellowship and so much 
laughter. All the beautiful 
things we appreciate as Osage 
people. I am so grateful to my 
family and friends for their 
love and support, to everyone 
who voted for me from near 
and far, and the new friend-
ships I have formed along the 
way. God bless you all and 
your homes. I am so proud to 
be Wah-Zha-Zhi.”

Goodfox thanked voters on 
Facebook stating: “I am so 
thankful to the Osage people 
for allowing me to serve you 
for a third term on the Osage 
Nation Congress. Thank you to 
my family for always being by 
my side. Thank you to all who 
voted for me, texted, called, 
posted encouraging words, and 
donated to my campaign. I will 
work hard for you.”

Lemon, along with the other 
candidates, greeted well-wish-
ers at the Chambers building 
where the results were an-
nounced. Lemon said she was 
originally at her candidate 
camp washing dishes when 
the election officials started 
approaching the building. At 
that time, family members told 
Lemon to go to the building 
and she rushed over – with a 
dishrag still in her hand. Lem-
on said she was humbled by 
the results, thanked the voters 
and said she is ready to work.

In a Facebook statement, 
Potts said: “I am humbled 

by this experience and hon-
ored that the Osage people 
have elected me to serve on 
the Osage Nation Congress. 
Thank you to my family, 
friends, and my beautiful wife, 
Izzy Potts, and baby Elinor. I 
wouldn’t have been able to do 
this without their constant 
love and support. Thank you to 
the Osage People for entrust-
ing me with this office and this 
awesome responsibility. I will 
serve you to the best of my 
ability and I am filled with op-
timism for a brighter future.” 

On her Facebook page, Sta-
bler said: “Thank you to ev-
eryone who supported me and 

stood with me on the campaign 
trail. I am so proud to serve as 
an Osage Nation Congress-
woman.”

On his campaign Facebook 
page, Bighorse said: “Hawey. 
I just wanted to stop and say 
A-ho (thank you) to everyone 
who has supported me, stopped 
by my camp, and voted for me. 
I will do my best for my fellow 
Wah.Zha.Zhe people. Love, 
peace, and Wash.kah^”

All elected officials and re-
tained judges will take their 
oaths of office on Inauguration 
Day, which will be held Satur-
day, July 14, with more infor-
mation to come.

OMC 
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Kathryn Red Corn and Steph-
anie Erwin finished 10th, 
11th and 13th respectively 
among the 14 candidates. 

Galen Crum, the third in-
cumbent to get re-elected 
in 2014, chose not to seek  
another term. 

Voting for the eight Osage 
Minerals Council seats is re-
stricted to tribal citizens old-
er than the age of 18 whose 
names appear on the quarter-
ly annuity roll at the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs’ Pawhuska 
Agency as of the last pay-
ment. Although every eli-
gible shareholder may cast 
a vote, each ballot does not 
necessarily carry the same 
weight. Each ballot carried 
the same value as the vot-
er’s headright interest as 
shown on the last quarter-
ly annuity roll, hence all of 
the vote counts ending with  
a fraction. 

The total number of votes 
cast and a breakdown of ab-
sentee votes versus in-person 
votes was not made avail-
able on election night. When 
reached via phone on June 6, 
Billie Ponca, the supervisor 
for the minerals council’s elec-
tion board, said she would not 
have the numbers available 
until after consultation with  
True Ballot. 

Representatives for True 
Ballot, the Maryland-based 
third-party contractor hired 
by the minerals council elec-
tion board, did not return 
phone calls by press time. 

Despite initial concerns 
about insufficient postage 
being applied to some of the 
absentee ballots, Ponca con-
firmed that none of the absen-
tee ballots that made it to the 
election board’s post office box 
needed an additional stamp 
and only two of the absentee 
ballots received in Pawhuska 
were spoiled and unable to  
be counted.

Unofficial Osage  
Minerals Council  
election results  
(carried to two decimal places)

(i) Talee Redcorn:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 289 .45
Susan Revard Forman:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 279 .27
Paul Revard:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 275 .39
(i) Andrew Yates:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 263 .18
Marsha Harlan:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 247 .98
Myron Red Eagle:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 243 .82
(i) Everett Waller:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 241 .34
Margo Gray:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 240 .63
(i) Cynthia Boone:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 221 .78
(i) Joseph Cheshewalla:  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 220 .33
(i) Kathryn Red Corn:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 201 .29
Linda Heskett:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 186 .98
(i) Stephanie Erwin:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 163 .83
Robert Yarbrough:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 144 .94

How to submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please 

mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@
osagenation-nsn.gov. Letters must be respectful and infor-
mative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity  
and space.
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See COllege gRadUates
—Continued  on Page 8

First Name MI Last Name State School Name Degree Level Major / field of study Term

Louis G Gray OK Rogers State University Bachelor of Science Psychology Option FA17

Aja D Johnston KS Labette Community College Associate of Applied Science Graphic Design Technology SP18

Corey L Roberts OK University of Oklahoma Master of Human Relations Organizational Management  
      / Human Resources SU17

Jason E Zaun OK University of Oklahoma Master of Arts Administrative Leadership FA17

Genevieve H Conway CA California State University-LA Bachelor of Science Business Administration  FA17 
      (emphasis: Human Resources; 
      minor: Economics) 

Riley  Peak FL University of Miami Bachelor of Science Communications  
      (emphasis: Creative Advertising) SP18

Alexis C Hames CA Pepperdine University -  Juris Doctor  SP18 
    School of Law   

Miranda  Otte KS Southwestern College Bachelor of Science Athletic Training SP18

Kathleen S Thill OK University of Oklahoma -  Medical Degree & Master Medicine and Public Health SP18 
    College of Medicine of Public Health

Jessica D Walker OK Oklahoma State University Bachelor of Science Human Development  SP18 
      and Family Science 

John F Maker OK Bacone College Bachelor of Arts American Indian Studies  SP18 
      (emphasis: Government  
      and Sovereignty) 

Natalie A Stone CA California State University -  Bachelor of Arts Political Science SP17 
    Chico   (option: Legal Studies;  
      minor: Criminal Justice) 

Troy A Squires MO Drury University Bachelor of Arts Religion Studies FA17

Holly J Caddell OK Northeastern State University Master of Science Clinical Mental Health Counseling FA17

Hallie L Padilla NM New Mexico State University Bachelor of Science Agriculture Business and Economics FA17

Brittany  Smith OK University of Oklahoma Bachelor of Science Health and Exercise  SP18 
      Science - Pre Physical  
      Therapy (minor: Psychology)  

Nancy A Shannon IN University of Indianapolis Bachelor of Science Communications and Spanish FA17

Taylor J Neilson KS Cowley College Associate of Applied Science Nondestructive Testing SP18

Emily E St. John TX Lamar University Bachelor of Science Mathematics SP18

Logan  Big Eagle OK Oklahoma State University Bachelor of Science Political Science  SP18

Barrie  Fenton NV University of Nevada - Reno Bachelor of Arts Digital Media SP18

Randilee W Horsechief NM Central New Mexico  Associate of Applied Science Welding Technologies SP18 
    Community College

Taylor R Kennedy OK Northeastern State University Bachelor of Science Nursing SP18

Caleb H Maltby TX Abilene Christian University Bachelor of Arts English SP18

Taylor N Selky (Marsh) TN Welch College Bachelor of Science Early Childhood Education SP18

Nanette M Kelley OK Rogers State University -  Bachelor of Arts Corporate Communication SP18 
    Claremore Campus 

Teiryn S-D Welch OK University of Science and  Bachelor of Science Deaf Education SP18 
    Arts of Oklahoma 

Mason W Powell OK University of Tulsa Bachelor of Arts English Literature  FA17 
      and Creative Writing Double Major 

Ahsley E Mitchell OK University of Oklahoma Bachelor of Science Biology (minor: Anthropology,  SP18 
      Chemistry, and International Studies) 

Emily E Bourke OK University of Oklahoma Bachelor of Science General Science SP18

David M Webb OK Oklahoma Wesleyan University Master of Business Administration Business Administration  FA17 
      (emphasis: Organizational Leadership) 

Michael K Shahan KS Friends University Master of Science Marriage and Family Therapy SU18

Lindsay A-L Davis CA California Baptist University Bachelor of Science  SP18

Courtney R Woodlee OK Oklahoma State University Bachelor of Science Health Education and  SP18 
      Promotion (option: Public Health) 

Malik K Livingston KS Kansas State University Bachelor of Science Industrial/Manufacturing  WI18 
      Systems Engineering 

Annawake B Varley OK University of Central Oklahoma Bachelor of Arts English FA17

Sophia I Smith MO University of Central Oklahoma Bachelor of Science Wildlife Biology and  SP18 
      Natural Resources Conservation 

Madison L Juby (Bay) OK Northeastern State University Bachelor of Science Special Education FA18

Cory  M Gray OK Oklahoma State University  Doctorate of Osteopathic Medicine Osteopathic Medicine SP18 
    Center for Health Sciences 

Todd E Caissie NJ Rutgers University Master of Arts Art History SP18

Tyler L Rhoads OK University of Oklahoma Bachelor of Arts Human Relations &  SP18 
      Criminology/Sociology 

Carley A Carter OK University of Central Oklahoma Bachelor of Science General Studies  FA17 
      (minor: Business Administration) 

Ryan W Todd NC North Carolina State University -  Bachelor of Science Supply Chain Management SP18 
    Poole College of Management  (minor: Psychology) 

Molly L Menne CA California State University -  Bachelor of Science Business SP18 
    Channel Islands 

Lauren E Mounts CA Claremont McKenna College Bachelor of Arts International Relations and Economics SP18

Madeline G Murray CO Colorado State University Bachelor of Science Forestry SP18

Tyler S Ritter TN Vanderbilt University Bachelor of Engineering Mechanical Engineering  SP18

Cherie D Lookout OK Oklahoma Wesleyan University Master of Science Nursing FA17

Sofie N Mullen CA California State University -  Master of Science Education FA17 
    Fullerton 

Austin D-L Waddle OK University of Oklahoma Bachelor of Science Sociology/Criminology SP18

Nicholas A Price NY State University of New York -  Bachelor of Science Geology SP18 
    Oneonta

Rachel L Bacon AR Ouachita Baptist University Bachelor of Science Biology SP18

Rachel L Bacon AR Ouachita Baptist University Bachelor of Arts Spanish SP18

Nicole M Hillmon KS University of Kansas Master of Education Special Education -  FA17 
      Early Childhood Unified 

Michele R Guinn OH University of Findlay Master of Science Environmental Health,  FA17 
      Safety, and Management 

Brody J Braden OK Southeastern Oklahoma State  Bachelor of Science Occupational Safety and Hazard SP18 
    University - Durant 

Simone A Ballard NL Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam Master of Science Environment and  FA17 
      Resource Management 

Hunter M Chalfant OK University of Central Oklahoma Bachelor of Science Chemistry FA17

Lane  M Murphy OK Oklahoma State University Bachelor of Science Management SP18

Jacee R Sinner TX Stephen F. Austin State University Bachelor of Liberal Arts History FA17

Cindy L McClain  
  (Stafford) OK Southern Nazarene University Master of Business Administration Business Administration FA17 

Taylor D Murray TX University of North Texas Master of Science Criminal Justice WI17

Jennifer L Bell NJ Rowan University Bachelor of Media Public Relation/Advertising SP18

Chelsea A Engle OK Oklahoma Panhandle State  Bachelor of Science Nursing FA17 
    University 

Roman A Gray CA San Diego State University Bachelor of Science Civil Engineering SP18

Congratulations College Graduates
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Patrick A Weigant OK University of Oklahoma Juris Doctor Law SP18

Joseph L Mickelson CO Colorado State University Bachelor of Science Hospitality Management WI18

Galen M Waller OK Northeastern State University Bachelor of Science Computer Science SP18

Madison M Adamoli AR Arizona State University Bachelor of Science Psychology SP18

Steven C Moore GA Georgia State University Bachelor of Music Music Technology SP18

Steven C Moore GA Georgia State University Bachelor of Science Music Management SP18

Nicholas A Askew MA University of Massachusetts  Bachelor of Arts Economics FA17 
    Amherst 

Mollie B Adams TX Texas A&M University  Bachelor of Science Psychology and Neuroscience SP18

Kelly E-R Benthien TX Rice University Master of Arts Global Affairs SP18

Jennifer L McManus TX College of the Mainland Associate of Applied Science Office Management SP18

Jamie C Powell NC University of North Carolina -  Doctor of Philosophy Anthropology SP18 
    Chapel Hill 

William C Birkhead GA Georgia Southern University Bachelor of Business Administration Marketing SP18

Kinsey M Gillum OK Tulsa Community College Associate of Applied Science Registered Science SP18

Jayde E Drummond OK University of Oklahoma - Tulsa Master of Social Work Social Work SP18

Rebekah A Horsechief OK University of Oklahoma -  Master of Legal Studies Indigenous Peoples Law SP18 
    College of Law 

Philip R Coldwell AR University of Phoenix Bachelor of Science Business Management SP18

Natalie R Collins PA Drexel University Bachelor of Science Nursing FA17

Dixie L Gunselman OK University of Central Oklahoma Master of Science Speech - Language Pathology SP18

Erin L Florer OK Northeastern State University Master of Science Occupational Therapy SU17

Deanna M Lambert OK Roger State University Associate of Arts Psychology FA17

Frances A McMahan OK Oklahoma State University Bachelor of Science Elementary Education SP18

Nicole G Neal NV Truckee Meadows Community  Associate of Applied Science Early Childhood Education SP18 
    College 

Haines D Todd OK Oklahoma State University Bachelor of Science Electrical Engineering SP18

Grant R Speer NM New Mexico Tech Bachelor of Science Mechanical Engineering  SP18

Mason A Shackelford OK Northeastern State University Bachelor of Science Criminal Justice FA17

Charles M Trumbly, IV FL University of South Florida Bachelor of Science Physical Education SP18

Natalie N Haworth OK Southwestern Oklahoma State  Bachelor of Arts Interdisciplinary Studies 
    University   (Biology, Spanish, and Kinesiology) FA17

Bridget L Rogers OK Northern Oklahoma College -  Associate of Applied Science Pre-Medicine SP18 
    Tonkawa 

Bridget L Rogers OK Northern Oklahoma College -  Associate of Science Pre-Medicine SP18 
    Tonkawa 

Brielle E Bryan MA Harvard University Doctor of Philosophy Sociology and Social Policy SP18

Tyler T Burd OK Oklahoma State University Bachelor of Fine Arts Theatre SP18

Laina M Whipple FL Tallahassee Community College Associate of Science Nursing FA17

Hayden J Fox OK Oklahoma State University -  Doctorate of Osteopathic Medicine Osteopathic Medicine SP18 
    College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Jacob T Woodrum OH Bowling Green State University Bachelor of Science Visual Communication Technology SP18

Bo B Farrow KS Pittsburg State University Bachelor of Science Physical Education  SP18 
      (minor: Math Education) 

WIlliam K Yi OH Miami University Bachelor of Arts Creative Writing,  SP18 
      Ethics, Society & Culture 

Evan P Hill FL University of Florida Master of Science DNA & Serology SU17

Audrey R Merkel WI Marquette University Bachelor of Arts Primary Major: Public Relations;  SP18 
      Secondary Major: Criminology  
      and Law Studies 

Theresa K Gorr OK Oklahoma Wesleyan University Associate of Arts General Studies  FA17

Caden L Nelson OR Oregon State University Bachelor of Science Business Administration SP18

Zachary G Carter GA Georgia Institute of Technology Master of Science Medical Physics FA17

Garrett T Batschelett OK Northern Oklahoma College  Associate of Applied Science Process Technology SP18

Holden S Vinnedge IL Lewis and Clark Community College Associate of Applied Science Paralegal SP18

Faith R Shinn WA Gonzaga University Master of Science Nursing, Family Nurse Practitioner FA17

Ashton T Palmer OK Cameron University - Claremore Bachelor of Science Elementary Education SP18

Heather L Tisdale OK Oklahoma State University Bachelor of Science Career and Technical Education  SP18

Arielle R Nickolisen WA Walla Walla Community College Associate of Applied Science Enology & Viticulture SP18

Katherine E Boulanger KS Kansas State University Bachelor of Arts Theatre and in Modern Languages  FA17 
      with Emphasis in French 

Christopher W McWilliams NB University of Nebraska - Omaha Bachelor of Science Finance, Banking, and Investments SP18

Veronica L Redding OK University of Central Oklahoma Bachelor of Arts History-Museum Studies SP18

Dante B Halleck AL Jacksonville State University Master of Science Emergency Management SU17

Talon R Satepauhoodle OK Bacone College Bachelor of Arts American Indian Studies SP18

CyLeigh M Maroney OK Oklahoma State University Bachelor of Science Business Administration  SP18 
      (minor: Management) 

Ann D Adams OK University of Central Oklahoma Master of Arts History SP18

Olivia G Dubcak OK University of Oklahoma Bachelor of Arts Journalism SP18

Cleo I Kennedy FL Hillsborough Community College Associate of Arts Biology SP18

Marcia S Whitaker TN East Tennessee State University Bachelor of Science General Psychology SP18

Faith M Tallchief  KS Emporia State University Bachelor of Arts Interdisciplinary Studies  FA17 
  Underwood 

Jaime A Watkins MO Maryville University Master of Science Nursing (minor:  FA17 
      Family Nurse Practitioner) 

Bennett D Kinzel IN Indiana University Bachelor of Science Business Finance  SP18 
      and Business Operations 

Stephen  R Foreman LA Southeastern Louisiana University Bachelor of Science Sports Management WI18

Justin R Zaun MA Harvard University Master of Liberal Arts Digital Media Design SP18

Amber L Cuffel (Sweeny) WA Western Governors University Master of Science Nursing Education WI18

COllege gRadUates
–from Page7

Congratulations Seniors 2018
Barnsdall 
1. Brittney Neff
2. Mallory Siggins

Hominy 
1. Erin Lookout
2. Dylan Brumfield
3. Jeffery Kidder
4. Noah Shadlow
5. Wilson Mitts
6. Danny Mackey
7. Payton Unap
8. Isaac Jake

Pawhuska 
 1. Ivay Easley

 2. Blue Starr
 3. Payton Butcher
 4. Kienan Cheves
 5. BreeAna Dauber
 6. Abbie Gray
 7. Gage Gray
 8. Jade Jones
 9. Devynn Mathes
10. Sierra Sellers
11. James “Jett”  

   Thomas Jr.

Skiatook  
1. Baleigh Barton
2. Honesty Williams

3. Kamryn Cannon
4. Emily Akers
5. Andrew Cote
6. Gentner Gambill
7. Taylor Trujillo

Woodland 
1. Alexis Bouchard
2. Lee Bowman
3. Keyden Burch
4. Tyler Gordon
5. Haylee Irons
6. Preston Moore

How to submit a 
Letter to the Editor 

If you would like to submit a letter to the ed-

itor, please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: 

Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, 

OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagena-

tion-nsn.gov. Letters must be respectful and 

informative to the reader, and may be edited 

for grammar, clarity and space.
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All Photos BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

FROM TOP RIGHT, DOWN: Jane Harris, Amy Shackelford and Shawn Cass mingle at the 2018 Osage election 
candidate campsites on June 4.

Osage Nation Principal Chief candidate Maria Whitehorn visits with voters at her election day campsite on June 
4.

Osage voters and families eat at election day camps in Pawhuska on June 4.

Osage Nation Congressional candidate Tina Allen poses for a photo at her election day campsite on June 4.

Osage Nation Congressional candidate Colt Herren poses for a photo at his election day campsite on June 4.

Osage voters including Marvin Stepson (left) and Nancy Keil (right) visit election day campsites on June 4.

Osage Nation Congressional candidate Thomas Trumbly checks in to vote during the June 4 general election 
at the ON Museum.

All photos by Chalene Toehay-Tartsah / Osage News

COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Marsha Harlan 
and Brandy Lemon pose with their families during the 
2018 Osage Election on June 4.

Angela Pratt poses with her family during the 2018 
Osage Election on June 4.

Talee Redcorn poses with his family during the 2018 
Osage Election on June 4.

Eli Potts poses with his family during the 2018 Osage 
Election on June 4.

Geoffrey Standingbear poses with his family during 
the 2018 Osage Election on June 4.

Alice Goodfox poses with her family during the 2018 
Osage Election on June 4.  

Scott Bighorse poses with his family during the 2018 
Osage Election on June 4.

Raymond Red Corn poses with his family during the 
2018 Osage Election on June 4.

Mary Jo Pratt and Margo Gray pose with their families 
during the 2018 Osage Election on June 4.

Paula Stabler poses with her family during the 2018 
Osage Election on June 4.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Paula Martinez cooks frybread at the candidate camp for 
Thomas Trumbly on June 4.

AT LEFT: Osage Minerals Council candidate Everett Waller 
smiles for the camera at his election day campsite on  
June 4.
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Chalene Toehay-Tartsah / Osage News

Otto Hamilton and his wife Geneva Horsechief-Hamilton pose with their 
family during the 2018 Osage Election on June 4.
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All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Louis Gray dances with his family 
during his special at the Osage Trib-
al Princess Sorority Honor Dance on 
April 22 in Pawhuska.

Osage Nation Princess Jasmine Phet-
sacksith poses with the 2018 Hon-
oree Former Osage Princess Linda 
Maker Long at the Osage Tribal Prin-
cess Sorority Honor Dance on April 
22 in Pawhuska.

Men’s Straight dance contestants 
line up after their contest at the 
Osage Tribal Princess Sorority Honor 
Dance on April 22 in Pawhuska.

Osage women dance during the 
Women’s Cloth (Osage Only) con-
test at the Osage Tribal Princess 
Sorority Honor Dance on April 22  
in Pawhuska.

Osage 
Tribal 
Princess

Sorority Honor 
Dance
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Week of the
Young Child

All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Woodland students pose with Sparky at the Week of the Young Child event on April 18.

Herman Sleeper speaks with some of the Woodland students at the Week of the Young Child event on April 18.

Katie Swan and Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standingbear pose before the Week of the Young Child 
events kicks off on April 18.

Courtesy Photo

Junitress JoAnn Smith, Osage, is Bacone College’s Valedictorian for 
the graduating class of 2018.

Osage tribal member 
named Valedictorian 
for Bacone College’s 
2018 Graduation
Osage News

Junitress JoAnn Smith, Osage tribal member from Hom-
iny, is the Valedictorian for Bacone College’s graduating 
class of 2018. 

Graduating Summa Cum Laude, with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Business Administration, Smith joins a long line of 
Osages who have attended Bacone College. The commence-
ment ceremony was on May 12, featuring Keynote Speaker 
Congressman Markwayne Mullin and Smith, who also gave 
a commencement speech as Valedictorian.

Smith, later that day, posted a message on her  
Facebook page: 

“As this day comes to an end, I just want to say how 
humbled and honored I am to graduate from Bacone Col-
lege. When I started my educational journey, I never would 
have thought I would be standing on stage giving a speech 
as Valedictorian. It was no easy task and I definitely want-
ed to give up a time or two, but with the encouragement of 
my friends and classmates and their motivation to keep me 
pushing forward I hung in there and it paid off today. I am 
so proud of everyone who graduated this Spring. Seeing so 
many Wah.Zha.Zhi’s furthering their education makes me 
proud! Even though I physically didn’t have my grandma, 
mom, and uncle there...I know they were there with me in 
spirit. I wanted to finish what I started a long time ago and 
I did this for them! Thank you to everyone that has been 
there for me through this journey and made today a special 
day for me! I am truly blessed to have you and all the love 
and support you have given me.”

According to the college’s website, Bacone College is 
an independent institution related to the American Bap-
tist Churches, USA, and maintains its commitment to 
serving American Indians within a culturally diverse 
community. The college, through its baccalaureate and as-
sociate degree programs, challenges students to develop 
intellectual and social skills, spiritual values and healthy 
lifestyles by providing quality education in a nurturing  
Christian environment.



Osages take home gold at State Track meet

SportS June 2018 12

Courtesy Photo

Amos Satepauhoodle is the 2018 Class 2A State Champion in Discus.

Courtesy Photo

Alyssa Reynolds, first from left, helped her relay team to become Class 2A State Champions in the 800-meter 
relay and the 1600-meter relay.

Osage News

The 2018 track season 
saw two local Osages become 
State Champions at the 2018 
Class 2A State Track meet. 
Amos Satepauhoodle and  
Alyssa Reynolds. 

Standout athlete, Amos 
Satepauhoodle, who stands at 
6-foot 4-inches and who will be 
a junior at Hominy High School 
in the fall, took home the gold 
medal in Discus with a throw 
of 147’9, his outdoor personal 

best. He bested 15 opponents, 
with the second-place finisher, 
a senior, throwing 143’3. He is 
the son of Lynette Satepauhoo-
dle of Hominy.

The Pawhuska Lady Hus-
kie’s Relay Team, made up 

of Reynolds (Osage) who will 
be a sophomore next year at 
Pawhuska High School, Tatya-
na Curry, Haley Grooms and 
Kyleigh Riebel, are the State 
Champions in the 800-meter 
relay and the 1600-meter re-

lay. They also finished State 
Runner-Up in the 400-meter 
relay and aided the Pawhus-
ka High School track team’s 
State Runner-up finish. 
Reynolds is the daughter of  
Lacee Reynolds.

All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Brandy Lemon receives a hug from Deborah Yates after the 
election results were posted on June 4. 

Myron Red Eagle poses for Osage News with an Osage voter 
after the election results were posted on June 4.

Osage voters look over photos of the election results on  
June 4.

Osage voters look over photos of the election results on  
June 4.

Osage voters look over photos of the election results on  
June 4.

Osage voters wait around for the election results to be post-
ed on June 4.

Osage voters wait around for the election results to be post-
ed on June 4.

Family of Margo Gray congratulates her after the election re-
sults were posted on June 4. 

Andrew Yates and Marsha Harlan hug after receiving the 
news that they both were elected on the Minerals Council on 
June 4.

Billie Ponca announces the election results for the Minerals 
Council on June 4.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Cher Satepauhoodle and Lynette Satepauhoodle check-in to 
vote in the June 4 Osage Nation General Election. 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Michelle Spotted Bear Hyatt is the final Osage to vote in the 
June 4 Osage Nation General Election. That day, 931 Osages 
voted in-person at the ON Museum. 

Election
2018
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CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Members of Osage Nation Congress, Osage Nation Assistant Principal 
Chief Raymond Red Corn and members of the TriArch and Builder’s Un-
limited Inc. take part in turning over the dirt at the Fairfax Wellness Cen-
ter Groundbreaking ceremony on May 23. 

Osage Nation breaks 
ground on new Fairfax 
Wellness Center
Benny Polacca
Osage News

FAIRFAX, Okla. – Construction is underway on a new Osage 
Nation Wellness Center here on the north side of town and the 
facility will open next year.

ON officials and area constituents celebrated the planned 
4,600 square-foot Wellness Center project with a groundbreak-
ing ceremony on May 23. The Wellness Center will be built at 
255 N. 1st St. next to the ON Language Center.

“This facility will be available to the public for exercise and 
we are going to emphasize cross-training as much as lifting 
weights,” Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear said in a state-
ment. “The facility will also have health counseling rooms for in-
formation and guidance to confront health problems people may 
have, including diabetes, heart disease and other health-related 
issues.”

TriArch Architects is designing the center and Builders Un-
limited, Inc. is the construction company, according to a news 
release. The cost of the project is projected to be $1,050,000. 
Funding was secured by an $800,000 grant awarded to the Osage 
Nation by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Indian Community Development Block Grant Program.

Standing Bear could not attend the event, but Assistant Prin-
cipal Chief Raymond Red Corn delivered congratulatory re-
marks on behalf of the Executive Branch. Red Corn thanked the 
Nation’s grant writers for their work on applying for the HUD 
grant and the ON Congress for approving the $250,000 match-
ing appropriation in 2016 with tribal funding.

Red Corn said the new Fairfax Wellness Center will replace 
the current facility on Elm Street that has been described as 
“inadequate, very small, very crowded” and is difficult for use by 
people with limited mobility “and we hope to address all those 
issues with this facility.”

Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt said the project is the re-
sult of several entities working together and added “I’m really 
excited for the Fairfax and Grayhorse communities,” which is 
receiving the upgraded facility after the Nation celebrated the 
recent completion of a new Hominy Wellness Center.

ON Fitness Center Director Hank Powell said his staff is 
ready to serve the area with the new facility. “Our staff is ready 
to hit the ground running and to provide some of the things we 
haven’t been able to provide in the past. The center is going to 
give us new life, hopefully bring more people to the center and 
participate in everything we have going,” he said.

In a statement Osage Casinos CEO Byron Bighorse said: “It’s 
projects like these that are exactly why Osage Casinos exist. Our 
primary goal is to give back to the Nation to better the lives of 
our tribal members, and we believe the Fairfax Wellness Center 
is a perfect example of that work in action.”

For more information on ON Fitness Center locations and 
hours, visit the Nation’s website at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/fitness-center.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Osage Nation Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn speaks at the 
Fairfax Wellness Center Groundbreaking ceremony on May 23.
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June 12 meeting – campaign reporting statements 
for: Congressional candidates Brandy Lemon, Mi-
chael Kidder, Horsechief-Hamilton and Wood, and 
Assistant Principal Chief candidate Hamilton. 

Lockett said the board will revisit the first campaign reporting 
statements with deficiencies at the June 12 meeting and will 
determine possible fines at that time. That meeting date also 
falls one day after the deadline for all candidates to submit a sec-
ond and final campaign reporting statement to detail remaining 
campaign donations and expenses after the May 18 first state-
ment deadline.  

The three candidates who did not have any deficiencies and 
turned in their reports on time were Congressional candidates 
Alice Goodfox, Eli Potts, and Assistant Principal Chief candidate 
Raymond Red Corn. 

FInes 
–from Page 5

Ground breaking ceremony for Osage 
Veterans Memorial planned June 6
Osage News

The Osage Nation is breaking ground on 
its Veterans Memorial to honor Osages who 
served in all branches of the U.S. military on 
June 6 in Pawhuska at 9 a.m.

Osage government officials, including the 
ON Veterans Memorial Commission, which 
worked on the plans with the Nation and 
hired architects, will be present along with 
local Osage veterans. The Veterans Memorial 
will be constructed on the government cam-
pus near the ON Museum. 

Plans for the memorial date back to 2011 
when then-Congressman Geoffrey Standing 

Bear sponsored a bill establishing the me-
morial commission and revolving fund for 
memorial costs that was passed by the ON 
Congress. In 2017, the Congress approved a 
$1.1 million appropriation for the memorial’s 
revolving fund to pay for design, construction, 
maintenance and improvement expenses.

Since that time, the five-member com-
mission has worked with hired architectur-
al professionals, and the Nation, on initial 
plans for the memorial. The ground-break-
ing event took place after the June edition 
of the Osage News went to press. Another 
story will be available online and in the July 
newspaper on the Veterans Memorial ground  
breaking event.

Chief Standing Bear  
issues three vetoes after 
2018 Hun-Kah Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

After the 2018 Hun-Kah Session ended, Osage Nation Princi-
pal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear vetoed two legislative bills and 
line-item-vetoed a third bill passed by the Fifth ON Congress.

According to the May 11 Congressional legislative tracker de-
tailing the most recent statuses of filed legislation, those vetoed 
bills are:

• ONCA 17-121 (sponsored by Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards): A bill to amend the Nation’s Workforce Pay 
for Performance Act, to clarify the Nation’s Merit Perfor-
mance Recognition and Merit Compensation structure.

• ONCA 18-16 (Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn): A 
$250,000 appropriation to the Nation’s Bluestem Ranch 
LLC Board with the funding coming from the Economic 
Development Fund.

The third bill, ONCA 18-22 sponsored by Edwards, received a 
line-item veto with a reduced amount in the appropriation bill to 
take effect with Standing Bear’s signature. ONCA 18-22 sought 
to provide appropriations for the Osage LLC Board for $50,663 
and $59,763. 

Standing Bear issued an April 30 veto message on ONCA 18-
22 stating he objects to the Osage LLC Board appropriation and 
reduced the amount for the Tallgrass Economic Development 
Board to $32,300.

“I veto any appropriation to Osage LLC,” Standing Bear wrote. 
“Any board member of Osage LLC could also be a board member 
of the related company, Tallgrass Economic Development LLC. 
If this occurred, there would be no additional stipends, travel or 
other board member expense.”

“As to Tallgrass Economic Development LLC, I have not re-
ceived any request for funding from the board (at the time of 
considering the bill for action). I object to the appropriation by 
the Osage Congress for Tallgrass Economic Development LLC 
except for part of the appropriation for stipends and travel for 
individual board members of Tallgrass Economic Development 
LLC and then only for the remainder of the fiscal year. Because 
stipends are appropriated under the line item “Other” (in the 
budget bill), I will agree to a maximum for this fiscal year for 
stipends in the amount of $27,300 in this line item. I will also 
agree to travel for three board members for the remainder of the 
fiscal year in the amount of $5,000. This results in a total ap-
proved amount of $32,300 and is limited to Tallgrass Economic 
Development LLC.”

Standing Bear returned a copy of ONCA 18-22 showing the 
reductions and signed the bill for that amount to be authorized.

llC 
–from Page 2

board members, two mem-
bers of the Osage Congress, 
Maria Whitehorn (older sis-
ters of Tony Whitehorn) and 
William “Kugee” Supernaw. 
From the Chief’s Office was 
Corey Lorenzo, assistant 
chief of staff. Also in atten-
dance was Paul Bemore of 
the ON Utility Authority, 
Bob Johnson, Jeff O’Brien 
- Tallgrass Contractor, 
Dustin Alphin - Tallgrass 
Manager, Tony Whitehorn  
and Elliott. 

Alphin reported he had a 
total of 17 projects and sev-
en of those projects are 90 
percent complete. Three are 
80 percent complete, one is 
50 percent complete, two 
are 20 percent complete and 
3 are 10 percent or less. He 
said there are three new pro-
posed projects.

Whitehorn reported they 
are working to provide on-
line training for 10 employ-
ees under a G-6 project. A 
subcontract was being con-
cluded at the end of April. At 
the new Tulsa Osage Casino, 
they had already installed 
100 speakers and were 
working on installing about 
150 more. They were award-
ed the project to install the 
fire alarms and Audio/Visual 
installation for the parking 

garage and he was waiting 
to hear about the hospitality 
suites. He had received the 
bid for the event center, with 
approximately $330,000 left 
to bill on the current proj-
ects. The broadband projects 
were close to finalizing the 
route and he was working 
with the USDA “to set up the 
next portion” of the project 
and they were working on 
the timeline.

Elliott reported the audit 
was “progressing well” and 
that auditors had been there 
for a week and are “shoot-
ing for the May 1st prelim-
inary deadline.” She said 
she was continuing the work 
“to clean up the financial 
system and will most likely 
be setting up new accounts 
within the financial system 
to go forward with an accu-
rate accounting.” 

The board entered into 
executive session at 10:49 
a.m., with Congress mem-
bers Whitehorn and Super-
naw and Assistant Chief of 
Staff Lorenzo. They came 
out of executive session at 
12:21 p.m., according to the 
minutes of the meeting. A 
resolution was unanimously 
passed to “approve a reduc-
tion in force of two positions 
with terms to be addressed 
and negotiated with each 
employee, to be put into ef-
fect Monday, April 30, 2018.”
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oSage energy
Non-shareholders should
not have a say when it pertains 
to the Osage Mineral Estate

Rosemary Wood

Rosemary Wood
Osage News

Twenty-five years ago, when I 
was pushing for membership and 
voting rights for all tribal mem-
bers, I did not think it would re-
sult in non-shareholders gaining 
a say in the Osage mineral estate. 
That, however, is exactly what  
has happened.   

The call has been made to re-
duce the number of Osage Min-
eral Council members by way 
of a constitutional amendment. 
Under the 2006 Constitution, 
non-shareholders, as well as share-
holders, can vote to amend the con-
stitution, including the number of  
council members.  

I continue to urge tribal mem-
bers to read both the 1994 and 
the 2006 Constitutions dealing 
with the OMC. They are free, and 
can be had for the asking. The 
1994 Constitution is available at 
the Osage Cultural Center’s Li-
brary and Resource Center, lo-
cated at 1449 Main Street. The 
2006 Constitution is available at 
the Attorney General’s Office lo-
cated at 1071 Grandview Lane  
in Pawhuska.

Prior to the 2006 Constitution, 
the only way to make a substantial 
change in the Osage Mineral Coun-
cil was through the United States 
Congress. The 1994 Osage Consti-
tution makes one direct declarative 
statement concerning the OMC; 
“Ownership of the mineral estate 
of the Osage Indian Reservation is 
to be determined by the Act of June 
28, 1906, 34 Stat. 539, as amend-
ed.”  (OSAGE CONSTITUTION 
1994 - ARTICLE II: PROTECTION 
OF THE MINERAL ESTATE)   

It was never intended for 
non-shareholders to vote on mat-
ters of the mineral estate. Even 
if it were legitimately voted on by 
shareholders, the suggestion itself 
is misguided. The reason given for 
reducing the number of Osage Min-
eral Council members is the belief 
that OMC’s only function is to sign 
leases; and as the suggestion goes, 
the BIA does the same thing. Trib-
al members more familiar with the 
OMC are aware of many varied and 
important functions performed by 
the OMC.

The OMC continues to negotiate, 
lobby, and work with individual 
members of Congress to maintain 
“ownership” of the mineral estate, 
which was originally intended to 
last 25 years. There have always 
been, and still are, non-Osages 
who covet Osage land, minerals, 
and other resources. Schemes 
are afoot, peddling political pres-
tige to influence BIA policies and 
procedures. OMC members are 
our bulwark against such moves  
and lobbyists.  

During the past four years, the 
OMC has initiated and won three 
major law suits in protection of the 
Osage Mineral Estate. The OMC 
has competed for and won Feder-
al Grants to expand and increase 
production. One such grant is to 
digitize geophysical well logs, pro-
duction data, and lease records. 
This project connects with pro-
ducers nationally, and brings us 
into the present century. Another 
program involves work with aban-
doned and orphaned wells. The 
goal is to plug or produce these 

wells which otherwise are a liabili-
ty, and can become environmentally 
hazardous. The WAH-TIAH-KAH 
Scholarship Program, sponsored by 
the OMC, provides higher education 
assistance to Osage youth in petro-
leum-related field of studies. In ad-
dition to financial assistance, Osage 
youth are given mentors, experience 
hands-on work in the oil and gas in-
dustry, and are acculturated to the 
industry and to the tribe.  

The Bureau of Indian Affairs has 
had no professional petroleum staff 
for the past four years or more. The 
OMC, recognizing this critical void, 
employed a geologist experienced in 
the oil fields of the Osage. He is, by 
the way, himself Osage. The OMC 
has sponsored 16 yearly Oil and Gas 
Summits. The summits are well at-
tended. Participants include produc-
ers, professors from the University of 
Tulsa, and other universities known 
for their educational offerings in 
petroleum related fields. Petroleum 
company representatives, and those 
engaged in purchasing, transporta-
tion and research are also invited. 

The above is by no means a com-
plete discussion of the OMCs activ-
ities. Through the years, the Osage 
Mineral Council has been fought 
for and refined by generations of 
Osage Tribal leaders. By now, it is 
a well working entity. Although 
there do remain problems with 
the capricious nature of the Bu-
reau’s regulatory practices, there 
has always been some friction be-
tween the United States Govern-
ment and the various indigenous  
Tribal Governments. 

The point here is that as long 
as the Osage Nation continues to 
live under the 2006 Constitution, 
non-shareholders will have a trib-
al-constitutional right to vote on 
matters of the mineral estate, vis 
a vis constitutional amendments. 
Tribal members who disagree with 
this can (1) amend the 2006 Consti-
tution using the 1994 Constitution. 
(ARTICLE II: PROTECTION OF 
THE MINERAL ESTATE) as a mod-
el, or (2) bring a court challenge to 
the 2006 Constitution for being in 
conflict with the Osage Allotment 
Act of 1906.

–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary 

Wood is a former two-time Osage Trib-
al Councilwoman and graduated from 
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in 
1963, the University of Oklahoma in 
1965, and from Rutgers University in 
1971 with a Master of Science in Psy-
chiatric Nursing.

sCOtUs 
–from Page 1

wind turbines across 8,400 acres with-
out a mining permit from the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs or approval from the 
Osage Minerals Council. 

In an effort to install the turbine 
foundations, Osage Wind dug pits mea-
suring 60 feet wide and 30 feet deep. 
In the process, it excavated more than 
60,000 cubic yards of limestone, dolem-
ite and other minerals, ran the small-
er chunks through a rock crusher, 
then returned them to the earth, thus 
prompting a debate on the definition of 
“mining.” 

Under federal statute, any mining 
activity conducted in Osage County re-
quires a permit from the BIA. Neither 
Enel Green Power North America nor 
its subsidiary, Enel Kansas, obtained 
one, prompting the United States to 
bring litigation forward in 2014 on be-
half of the Osage Minerals Council. 

The council filed its motion to in-
tervene electronically after the close 
of business on the deadline day after 
receiving late notification that the De-
partment of Interior would not chal-
lenge the initial district court ruling.  

Attorneys for the three wind energy 
companies also maintained in their ini-
tial appeal to the Supreme Court that 
the 10th Circuit Court ignored Osage 
County-specific provisions of the Code 
of Federal Regulations to the detriment 
of surface owners when it determined 
what constitutes mining.  

The American Wind Energy Associa-
tion and 15 agricultural organizations, 
led by Osage County Farm Bureau 
and the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Legal 
Foundation, have filed motions with 
the Supreme Court requesting permis-
sion to submit amicus briefs in support 
of Enel.

The Supreme Court case number  
is 17-1237.
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Make Your Mark

said that as “very busy Osage busi-
ness women,” they’re using Ah-Tha-
Tse Catering to serve pork sliders, 
fresh veggie and fruit trays, as well 
as strawberries and lemon drop 
cakes at the noon meal. Assistant 
Chief Raymond Red Corn is serving 
Burnco Barbeque from Tulsa with 
salad, fresh brewed tea, lemonade 
and plenty of bottled water. Some 
are keeping it simple, like Paul Re-
vard and Susan Revard Forman, 
with ice cold drinks, fruit cups and 
ice cold candy. Angela Pratt is offer-
ing meatpies made by Julia Maker, 
green beans, salad and cake. 

Election Day is all about the peo-
ple. As Otto Hamilton said, “I’m 
looking forward to meeting new peo-
ple and seeing friends. Please come 
by and tell everyone to come by.” 
Or, Marsha Harlan who said, “In 
these busy days, we don’t often get 
the opportunity to enjoy fellowship 
with our fellow Osages.” It’s a day as 
Raymond Red Corn says, to “set up 
camp, tear down camp, see a lot of 
old friends, and hope it doesn’t take 
long to get the results.”

There’s the shared angst of wait-
ing outside into the darkness for the 
vote tally, sometimes into the early 
morning. I remember sitting with 
Tara Damron after the election four 
years ago. As it grows darker, there’s 
the glow as people check their cell 
phones. I remember Leonard Maker 
sitting outside with his family into 
the darkness, and the light shining 
from the old Council offices late into 
the morning. 

I love the feeling of tradition. 
Since the Wah Zha Zhi came to res-
ervation, we’ve been camping and 
getting together to figure out our di-
rection. After the last election, I was 
visiting with friends who advocated 
that off-reservation Osages should 
come back to vote at least every few 
elections. I think that makes sense. 
It’s a reality that Osages live on and 
off the rez at various points in their 
lives, and some haven’t spent much 
or even any time here. The Osages 
proposing this policy had each lived 
away for years, earlier in their lives. 
Osages have a responsibility to in-
form themselves and contribute to 
the life of the Nation. Voting is just 
one of the ways we do that. 

The election is important this 
year, though it’s important every 
year. 

The issues the tribe faces feel 
more ominous than usual. You could 
say we have great challenges and 
opportunities to address issues like 
the Nation’s LLC boards, the Min-
eral Estate in the current federal 
regulatory climate, the relationship 
between Osage County and the Na-
tion, and an influx of tourists visiting 
The Mercantile who offer economic 
opportunity. There are also broader 
state and federal issues of concern. 
Attorney Gentner Drummond’s 
candidacy for Oklahoma Attorney 
General drew a warning from The 
Oklahoman Editorial Board on May 
31, 2018. In “Our Vote Matters” a 
video Erica Pretty Eagle Moore pre-
pared for the Osage Nation Election 
Office, Timber Sampson White says, 
“Our vote is our future.” Yes, make 
your mark.

Ruby Hansen Murray
Culture Columnist

This year, June brings both In-
Lon-Schka and Election Day. Early 
voting in Pawhuska is happening as 
I write. Absentee ballots have been 
received, more are on the way. A lot 
of preparation goes into both the 
In-Lon-Schka and the election. For 
off reservation Osages (sometimes 
called California Osages indiscrim-
inately), a different kind of prepara-
tion happens. You need to transport 
your Osage clothes, which can be a 
challenge if you fly home, and like 
me, travel light. You buy airline 
tickets and coordinate time away 
from work and routines, say garden 
watering. Along the Columbia Riv-
er where I live, our peonies bloom 
around Memorial Day. This year, 
they haven’t unfurled from their 
tight knots. 

I love Election Day for the chance 
to visit and spend time with friends, 
family and to meet new people. Elec-
tion season brings a variety of Osag-
es stepping up to share their ideas. 
As a voter, I listen to what candi-
dates say, as well as what people say 
about them. Election time brings 
extra energy to social media conver-
sations, surfaces disagreements and 
possible solutions. Some of which 
feel productive and some frustrating 
in an ongoing conundrum. 

Even though there’s competition 
and rivalry, there’s also the joy of 
Osages getting together to share 
food and conversation. Candidates 
draw for position on the ballot and 
for a 20x20 campsite on the cam-
pus grounds. They plan meals and 
give away materials. By Election 
Day, people have (mostly) made 
up their mind, and so, it’s possible 
to sit outside and talk about every-
thing Osages talk about when they  
get together. 

Some folks advertise what they’re 
serving. I remember former Osage 
Congressman Daniel Boone’s cam-
paign promise of a meatpie and 
strawberry pop for everyone. Meals 
or refreshments offer candidates 
a chance to draw voters, to chum 
them in, but also food is the way 
Osages offer hospitality. There will 
be a range of full meals and lighter 
snacks. I remember Danette Dan-
iels’ red and white striped tent and 
how hard she worked serving a tra-
ditional Osage meal in 2016. 

This year, Brandy Lemon and 
Marsha Harlan, who are sharing 
a campsite, are serving BBQ pork 
and beef, two kinds of potato sal-
ad, strawberry spinach salad, fruit 
melon salad and cucumber lime in-
fused water. Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear is serving Cowboy Surprise 
Stew, pulled pork sandwiches, fry 
bread, fruit, cookies and chips. 

Some describe what they’re serv-
ing on social media. Congressman 
Kugee Supernaw posted a flyer on 
Facebook, inviting folks to come to 
his camp for traditional Osage din-
ner, meatpie, fry bread and corn 
soup prepared by “the incomparable 
Ann Sleeper and Dana White Shirt 
Maker.” Mary Mashunkashey post-
ed for her uncle Myron Red Eagle, 
inviting people to come by and rest, 
and for ribs, smoked bologna, ham 
and turkey sandwiches, cookies and 
cold iced tea, water and lemonade. 

The shade and cool drinks people 
offer are welcome, even necessary in 
the heat. I still remember the cool 
fruit Brandy Lemon served last elec-
tion. 

Geneva Horsechief Hamilton 
and Congressman Otto Hamilton 
are going after cool and healthy 
with fruit cups with chili powder 
and lime and varieties of fruit wa-
ter. Otto Hamilton said they’re 
“trying something different than 
typical ‘cookout foods’ to deal with  
the heat.” 

Some candidates are serving ca-
tered meals. Margo Gray and Mary 
Jo Pratt are camping together. Gray 

Ruby Hansen Murray

New Computer Literacy 
course to start in August
Osage News

The Sage Hawk Foundation will be-
gin its pilot Computer Literacy Course 
in August, which will be an 11-week 
“boot camp” style computer train-
ing course. The classes will be held 
at The Lodge at Taylor Ranch, one of 
two of Oklahoma’s premiere scenic 
disc golf courses located 5 miles south  
of Pawhuska. 

“Because this is the first course of 
Sage Hawk, student seating will be 
limited from 10 students to 5, and 
scholarships will not be awarded 
during this cycle,” said Sage Hawk’s 
Executive Director, Jeffrey Gilchrist. 
“The reasoning behind this decision 
is two-fold; limited funding and the 
fact that this is a prototype course. 
Experience teaches that all prototype 
projects experience unexpected flaws 
despite every attempt at foreseeing  
the unexpected.

“The Sage Hawk program is unique 
in scope and is designed to teach the 
student not only about computers from 
the ground up, but the components that 
make it work, like resistors, capacitors, 

and transistors and in in-depth history 
of the computer.”

Gilchrist his hope is to “remove some 
of the mystery” of how a computer 
works and to give the student working 
knowledge of basic electronic compo-
nents. He said students will be able to 
comfortably navigate the Windows 10 
Operating System, construct and for-
mat all Microsoft Office documents in 
the MS Office 2016 Suite of programs 
as well as an understanding of a basic 
computer network. Prior to graduation, 
the training will be capped off with 
mock job interviews.  

“The irony is, that almost all smart-
phones today contain more processing 
power than all of the combined mission 
control computers used during NASA’s 
moon landings, yet most people today 
cannot operate these devices beyond 
sending texts, playing games or using 
social apps like Twitter or Facebook,” 
he said.  

Although he said the first course 
cycle is already full, he is hoping addi-
tional funding will allow more courses 
to develop. Visit www.sagehawk.org to 
keep apprised of course developments 
and future course dates!
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JUNE
June 7 – 10 

Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka 
Grayhorse, Oklahoma 

June 14 – 17 
Hominy In-Lon-Schka 
Hominy, Oklahoma 

June 28 – July1 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
 

JULY
July 4 

Independence Day – 
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed

July 14
Osage Nation  
Inauguration Day
Osage Casinos – 
Ponca City
Time TBA

July 16-19
Osage Nation  
Foundation Annual Youth 
Photography Camp
Free to all!
To learn more or sign-
up, visit osagenation-
foundation.com/

July 26 – 27 
8th Annual Dhegiha 
Language Conference 
Downstream Casino  
Resort 
Quapaw, Oklahoma 

For more informa-
tion contact William 
Lynn at william.lynn@
osagenation-nsn.gov 

July 27 – 29
49th Annual Kihekah 
Steh Powwow
Skiatook, OK

AUGUST
August 4 – 5 

Osage Women’s Conference
Osage Casino – Skiatook
Proceeds go to bene-
fit the Pawnee/Osage 
CASA program
For more information, 
contact Rosemary Shaw 
at (580) 822-0088 or 
Paula Stabler at 
(918) 237-7434

August 15 – 18 
American Indian  
Exposition 
Caddo County  
Fairgrounds 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 

SEPTEMBER
September 3 

Labor Day – Observed  
Holiday
Offices Closed
 

OCTOBER
October 8 

Osage Day – Observed  
Holiday 
Offices Closed 

NOVEMBER
November 12 

Veteran’s Day – Observed  
Holiday 
Offices Closed 

November 22 – 23 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
– Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed 

DECEMBER
December 24 – 25 

Christmas Holiday – 
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed 

December 31 
New Year’s Eve – Observed  
Holiday 
Offices Closed 

––––––––––––––––––
Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenation-nsn.
gov, or fax to (918) 287-5563. 
Make sure to include event date, 
location, email and web address 
(if applicable) and a phone 
number where someone can be 
contacted for validation, if neces-

sary. Deadline for the July issue 

is June 18, 2018.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Happy 98th Birthday!
Marquis “Gene” Daniel celebrated his 98th birthday at his 

niece’s home. Yvonne & Ray Stevens, Joe & Susan Daniel, Ver-
non & Yvette Britt.

Congratulations!
Woodland students were 

inducted into the Oklahoma 
Indian Student Honor Society 
in May. Woodland High School 
Seniors Lee Bowman, Haylee 
Irons and Spencer McDan-
iel received turquoise honor 

Congratulations!
The 5th grade team from Woodland Middle School won the 

Lutheran Basketball Tournament in Ponca City. All the boys 
pictured are Osage. Back row L to R: Coach Casey Goad, Amos 
Mashburn, Jaydin Shaw, Kameron Britton and Danner Lessert. 
Front row L to R: Dray Long, Hunter Wilson, Trey Bennett, Tryp 
Neff, Clifford Robertson and DK Kennedy.

Lee Bowman, Haylee Irons, and 
Spencer McDaniel

Jayde Elayne Drummond Coach Todd Friend Timothy Easton Holloway Talon Ray Satepauhoodle

chords to wear at their high 
school graduations.

Congratulations!
Jayde Elayne Drummond 

received her Master of Social 
Work degree from the Uni-

versity of Oklahoma-Tulsa on 
May 8, 2018

She received her Bachelor of 
Psychology degree from Okla-
homa State University on May 
7, 2016.

Pictured with Jayde are her 
sisters, Kortney Barnhart and 
Kenady Drummond.

Jayde is the daughter  
of Thatcher Drummond  
and Osage member Lennet 
Drummond.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Coach 

Todd Friend (Osage/Cherokee) 
and his Ft. Gibson boys soccer 
team for winning their second 
straight Class 4A State Soc-
cer Championships, defeating 
the Skiatook Bulldogs 2-0 on 
May 11 at Memorial Stadium. 
The majority of the players on 
his team are Native American 
(Cherokee, Choctaw and Mus-
cogee Creek). 

Congratulations!
Timothy Easton Holloway, 

17 of Choctaw, completed in 
the Oklahoma City Memori-
al Marathon on April 29 to 
honor those who perished in 
April 19, 1995, bombing of 
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building. Easton is a junior at 
Oklahoma School of Science 
and Mathematics and a de-
scendant of the Tinker family. 

Congratulations!
Talon Ray Satepauhoodle, 

Kiowa/Osage, graduated May 
12, 2018 from Bacone College, 
Muskogee, Okla., with a Bach-
elors of Arts Degree in Amer-
ican Indian Studies. While 
there, he received an athletic 
scholarship to play football 
and played Offensive Tack-

le for the Bacone Warriors. 
He also served as president 
of his Fraternity, Sigma Nu 
Alpha Gamma, Beta Chapter 
and was the Student Council 

Woodland students were inducted into the Oklahoma Indian Student 
Honor Society in May. 

treasurer for Bacones’ Center 

for American Indians. Talon 

is the son of Lynette Satepau-

hoodle of Hominy, Okla.

Osage Seniors receive gifts 
from the Osage Nation
Education Department
Dena Cosby
ON Education Department

Twenty-nine Osage graduates received gifts from the 
Osage Nation Education Department. Education Advo-
cates from ONED presented hand-crafted gifts. The female 
seniors received Osage necklaces while the males received 
hand-embroidered, broadcloth ties made by Amy Shackel-
ford. They also received certificates signed by ONED Di-
rector, a Tribal Education Advocate, and the Osage Nation 
Principal Chief.  ONED partnered with the Wahzhazhe Cul-
tural Center to create cultural gifts that honor those com-
pleting high school.  

The director of ONED expressed her thoughts about 
the gifts and the work that went into creating and con-
structing them, “I just want these students to carry with 
them a reminder of how proud the Osage Nation is of 
their achievement in education,” said Mary Wildcat, ON  
Education director.  

April 22, the Northern California Osage Association 
(NCOA) gathered together to view a video of Wahzhazhe 
Cultural Center Director, Addie Hudgins, as she facilitated 
the construction of the Osage necklaces.  Later that day, 
NCOA volunteers constructed the Osage necklaces as their 
heartfelt contribution to their Osage community, far away, 
in Oklahoma.  

“Osage High School Senior Beading Project in Collabora-
tion with Wahzhazhe Cultural Center” allowed Osages, far 
from Osage County, the opportunity to contribute and help 
make these cultural-signifiers extremely special and senti-
mental for these young Osage students that have demon-
strated diligence and ambition for their futures!

On May 9, 2018, Woodland 
High School hosted a JOM 
graduation dance at the Gray-
horse Indian Village.  The gifts 
were handed out to Lee Bow-
man, Keyden Burch, Tyler Gor-
don, Preston Moore, Haylee 
Irons and Alexis Bouchard. Also 
pictured are JOM students. 

On May 17, 2018, Hominy High 
School Osage seniors received 
the necklaces and ties.  
Pictured at left is Dylan Brum-
field, Erin Lookout, Noah Shad-
low, Wilson Mitts, Payton Unap, 
Isaac Jake, Danny Mackey. Not 
pictured is Jeffery Kidder.  

On May 18, 2018, Skiatook High 
School seniors were awarded 
their Osage gifts. Pictured from 
left is Taylor Trujillo, Kamryn 
Cannon, Honesty Williams, Ba-
leigh Barton and Emily Akers. 
Not pictured is Gentner Gam-
bill and Andrew Cote.  

On May 8, 2018, Education Ad-
vocates handed out the gifts to 
eleven seniors at the Pawhuska 
High School Awards Assem-
bly. Pictured, from left: Kienan 
Cheves, Blue Starr, Gage Gray, 
Jade Jones, BreeAna Dauber, 
Payton Butcher, Sierra Sell-
ers and Abbie Ryan Gray. Not 
pictured but announced were 
Devynn Mathes, Ivay Easley 
and Jet Thomas.
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James Huey Elsberry Jr.
James Huey Elsberry, Jr., 

71, of Pawhuska, Okla. walked 
on Sunday afternoon, May 20, 
2018, while a patient at the 
Veterans Hospital in Musk-
ogee, Okla. Staff, patients and 
family gave tribute to the vet-
eran escorting him from the 
facility with the ‘honor walk.’

Funeral services will be held 
at 2 p.m., Saturday, May 26 at 
the Grayhorse Chapel, rural 
Fairfax with burial following 
in the Grayhorse Cemetery 
under the direction of Hun-
saker-Wooten Funeral Home. 
A reception at the 3 Sisters’ 
Camp at Grayhorse in honor of 
James will be held after burial.

Born to James Huey and 
Anna Louise (Faust) Elsber-
ry, Sr. on January 26, 1947, in 
Wichita, Kan., James was the 
fourth child of seven children. 
He spent his early life in Fair-
fax, attending school with his 
siblings and graduating with 
the Red Devil class of 1965. 
After graduation, he attended 
college at OU in Norman un-
der the ROTC program.  

In September 1969, he 
joined the Army, while serv-
ing his country for four years 
he obtained the rank of Cap-
tain in August 1972. He was 
awarded the National Defense 
Service Medal; Ranger Tab; 
and Parachute Badge before 
serving an additional two 
years in the Army Reserve.  He 
had two daughters, Jamie and 
Julie with his first wife Nancy.

James worked as a pho-
tographer and lived in Calif., 
Alaska, and New Mexico be-
fore returning to Pawhuska, 
Okla. He did photography 

work for the Osage Tribal Mu-
seum until he retired. He was 
a member of the Osage Na-
tion and Pawhuska American 
Legion Post #198. As a huge 
OU fan, he enjoyed watching 
sports and news stories on TV.   

Surviving James are his 
wife, Carole of the home in 
Pawhuska; two daughters 
from his first marriage, Jamie 
Carver and Julie Ritter both 
of Mesa, Ariz.; four grandsons, 
Cameron Carver, Kyle Carver, 
Tyler Ritter, Brandon Ritter; 
two brothers, Harry A. (Mary) 
Elsberry of Skiatook, Okla., 
Charles C. (Dorothy) Elsberry 
of Prescott, Ariz.; two sisters, 
Kay (Ken) Bills of Grayhorse, 
Donnella “Dody” (Raymond) 
Goad of Wilburton, Okla.; two 
aunts Lucille York of Tulsa, 
Anna Faye Sharp of John Day, 
Ore.; two uncles, John (Delona) 
Elsberry of Moore, Jim (Lin-
da) Elsberry of Tulsa; double 
cousins Steve (Annie) Elsberry 
and Max (Lynn) Elsberry all of 
Stillwater and many other ex-
tended family and friends.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; siblings, Gary Eu-
gene Elsberry and Nadine Gor-
don; paternal grandparents, 
C.C. and Maiden (Armstrong) 
Elsberry, and maternal grand-
parents, Harry and Anna 
(Morton) Faust.

Pallbearers were Huey 
Keeling, David Keeling, Ken 
Bills, Charles Elsberry, Steve 
Elsberry, and Joe White. Hon-
orary pallbearers were Johnny 
Williams, Max Elsberry and 
Lou Brock.

Memorial donations in mem-
ory of James may be mailed or 
dropped off at: Osage Family 
Crisis Center, 126 E 6TH ST, 
Pawhuska OK 74056-4204 or 
for more information by phone 
(918) 287-5422.

James online guestbook 
may be signed at www.hunsa-
kerwootenfuneralhome.com.

Edna NaDean “Sister” 
Prather

Edna NaDean Prather, age 
85, passed away peacefully at 
her home on May 21, 2018, 
with her husband of 66 years 
by her side. She was born 
September 6, 1932 in Bar-

tlesville, Okla., to Louis Bud 
“Snooks” Jones and Emelene  
(Whiles) Jones. 

NaDean, called “Sister,” by 
family and friends was raised 
on a ranch, 3 miles outside of 
Bartlesville. She attended the 
rural school of Butler Creek for 
elementary and graduated 8th 
grade from St. John Catholic 
School in 1947 and graduated 
high school from College High 
School in Bartlesville. In 1951, 
she married George Henry 
Prather in Bentonville, Ark., 
and they made their home in 
Bartlesville. To this union, 
three children were born:  John 
Prather, Cynthia Roberts, and 
Joy Galloway. Edna worked 
as a draftsman for Cities Ser-
vice, then Phillips Petroleum 
Company. Upon retirement 
in 1979, she and her husband 
built their home in the country 
and raised cattle and horses. 
NaDean was a proud member 
of the Osage and Cherokee 
tribes and a lifetime member 
of the Bartlesville Round-Up 
Club. She had a love of hob-
bies, a few of which included 
writing, drawing, painting, 
and raising birds.   

NaDean is preceded in death 
by her parents Louis Bud 
“Snooks” Jones and Emelene 
Jones, a brother Elmer Jones 
and a sister Joy Buttman of 
Bartlesville.   

NaDean is survived by her 
husband, Henry, of the home, 
and their children John Prath-
er, Cynthia Roberts, and Joy 
Galloway, all of Bartlesville; 
grandchildren Nikki (Mike) 
Young of Bartlesville, Kris 
Galloway-Perry of Bartles-
ville, David Roberts, M.D. 

(Laurissa) of Nashville, Tenn., 
and Michelle Roberts of Chi-
cago, Ill.; great-grandchildren 
Gracie Galloway-Perry, Collin 
Young, Cooper Young, Grayson 
Galloway-Tatum, and Reece 
Young, Bartlesville; nieces, 
Tina Venn, Terri Summers, 
and Tammy Falleaf, Bartles-
ville. She will also be remem-
bered by many great-nieces 
and nephews.   

Graveside services were 
May 25 at the family home-
stead cemetery located 3 miles 
outside of Bartlesville on Hud-
son Lake Rd.   

Friends may sign the online 
guestbook and leave condo-
lences at www.stumpff.org.

Emery E. Roe III
With a sad and heavy heart 

our original Street Outlaw 
Emery E. Roe III went sliding 
into the pearly gates on Janu-
ary 27, 2018. He never met a 
stranger and loved racecars, 
traveling, casinos, fishing and 
dining. He loved being Emery 
from Emory, TX. Never wore 
his heart on his sleeve but re-
ally loved his family his own 
way. We made plans to bring 
you home … but our maker 
had his own. We’ll never forget 
our daddy, grandfather and 
great-grandfather. Love all 
your family from Texas, Arizo-
na, and Nevada.  

Be at peace and ride with 
the wind. Proud Native Amer-
ican Osage. 

Proceeded in death by both 
parents, Emery E. Roe II and 
Thelma L. Martin Roe; sister, 
Lori L. Beach.

He is survived by his sis-
ter, Dana V. Yaw; daugh-
ters, Debra L. Kinzie, Lisa L. 
Salazar, Monika M. Golom-
bowski; many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews. 

Allen Frederick Shannon
Allen Frederick Shannon, 

55, of Pawhuska, Okla., passed 
away on May 25, 2018, at St. 
John’s Medical Center in Tulsa 
after a courageous battle with 
cancer. He was born on Feb. 
25, 1963 in Green Brae, Calif., 
to George Shannon and Mary 
Agnes Wagoshe Shannon. 

He is the grandson of Lenora 
Morell Shannon Hamilton, 
Claude Shannon and Ruth 
Brave and Russell Wagoshe.

Allen was a proud member 
of the Osage Nation. He was 
a member of the Deer Clan. 
He served as the Hominy 
District’s Drumkeeper from 
1988-1992 and participated 
in the In-Lon-Schka his en-
tire life and remains a mem-
ber of the Hominy District’s  
dance committee.

He grew up in San Rafael 
and Santa Rosa, Calif., Tul-
sa and Pawhuska, Okla. He 
graduated high school in 1982, 
where he played Right-Tackle 
for the Memorial High School 
football team, which won 
the Class 4A (now 5A) State 
Championship his senior year. 
He enjoyed all sports: football, 
tennis, golf, pool, bowling, and 
especially basketball, of which 
he was a stand out. He played 
basketball throughout his life 
in various Native American 
basketball tournaments all 
over Indian Country – known 
for his height, speed and  
hook shot.

He attended college at Has-
kell Indian Nations University 
and graduated with his Asso-
ciates Degree in Business and 
lived in Lawrence, Kans., for 
many, many years. While at 
Haskell he belonged to a dance 
troupe where he sang, and 
they traveled all over the Unit-
ed States. He also attended the 
Institute of American Indian 
Arts in Santa Fe, N.M. 

He was a huge Thunder 

James Huey Elsberry Jr. Edna NaDean “Sister” Prather
Allen Frederick Shannon
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To apply 
for a position with the Osage Nation 
go to https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/ap-
plication-form. Applicants are wel-
come to attach a resume and/or cover 
letter in addition. Please note that 
all applicants tentatively selected 
for employment with the Osage Na-
tion will be required to submit to a 
urinalysis to screen for illegal drug 
use. Employment will be contingent 
upon drug test results. OSAGE / 
VETERAN / INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verification of 
preference must be included with 
application. For questions please con-
tact Taryn Crawford, Osage Nation 
Employee Recruitment Specialist at 
(918) 287-5445 or email tcrawford@
osagenation-nsn.gov.

Teacher Assistant Head Start – 
Skiatook Associate’s Degree in Ear-
ly Childhood Development or related 
field preferred or actively working 
toward this degree. Child Develop-
ment Associate (CDA) certification 
or relate field preferred or working 
toward completion within eight (8) 
months. High School Diploma or 
GED required. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $13.57/hr. 

Direct Services Case Worker – 
Pawhuska Associate’s Degree in 
Business, Management or related 
field preferred. At least 1 to 2 years 
of executive, managerial, office en-
vironmental experience preferred. 
Must have excellent customer service 
skills. Regular Full Time. Salary: 
$29,400 - $46,500/yr. 

Receptionist / Advocate – 
Pawhuska Bachelor’s Degree in 
Psychology, Social Work, Human 
Services, or related field preferred. 
Previous experience in working in do-
mestic violence programs preferred. 
Must become certified to conduct an 
Ontario Domestic Assault Risk As-
sessment in the first 90 days of hire. 
Regular Full Time. Salary: $17.58 - 
$26.37/hr. 

Certified Second Grade Teach-
er – Pawhuska Bachelor’s degree 
in the field of Education required. 
Teaching Certification in Elementa-
ry Education required. A developing 
understanding of the Osage Lan-
guage required, working knowledge 
preferred. Osage Language classes 
through High Beginner required. 

Regular Full Time. Salary: $52,000/
yr. 

Medical Officer – Pawhuska Re-
quires an active, unrestricted license 
to practice medicine in the State of 
Oklahoma. 1-2 years’ experience pre-
ferred. Must maintain a professional 
attitude and appearance that posi-
tively represents the Nation. Knowl-
edge of HIPPA and Privacy Act. 
Regular Full Time. Salary: $153,400 
- $230,000

Osage Nation Education Depart-
ment Internship Osage Nation 
Education Department Internship 
Program is designed to provide Osage 
students with work experience in 
their chosen field of study. The pro-
gram is designed to serve enrolled 
members of the Osage Nation with 
a minimum of 61+ hours completed 
in an accredited college or university 
degree program. Regular Temporary 
Full Time.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To apply 
for a position with Osage Casino 
go to www.osagecasinos.com/ca-
reers

Human Resources Specialist 
– Tulsa Bachelor’s Degree in Or-
ganizational Development, Human 
Resources, Business or related field. 
Two years operational experience in 
human resources. Regular Full Time.

Table Games – Supervisor – Bar-
tlesville Must be at least 18 years 
of age. Bachelor’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration, Hospitality or 
Gaming plus 6 months of department 
– specific experience. Associate’s de-
gree in Business Administration, 
Hospitality or Gaming, plus 1 year or 
more of department – specific work 
experience. Regular Full Time. 

Main Bank Cashier – Ponca City 
Must be at least 18 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED equivalent 
required. Six months of previous 
work experience in guest services or 
casinos operations required. Regular 
Full Time. 

Electronic Gaming Technician 
II – Tulsa Must be at least 21 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED 
required. One (1) year of electronic 
gaming machine experience required. 
Regular Full Time. 

Main Bank Cashier – Tulsa Must 
be at least 18 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED equivalent 

required. Six months of previous 
work experience in guest services or 
casinos operations required. Regular 
Full Time. 

Count Team Attendant – Bartles-
ville Must be 18 years of age or older. 
High School Diploma or GED equiv-
alent required. 6 months previous 
work experience required. Regular 
Full Time. 

E-Games Preventative Mainte-
nance Technician – Tulsa Must be 
at least 21 years of age. High School 
Diploma or GED required. Regular 
Full Time. 

Security Officer – Ponca City In-
dividual must be at least 18 years of 
age. High School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experience. 
Regular Full Time. 

Restaurant Server – Ponca City 
Individual must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED re-
quired. Regular Part Time. 

Security Officer – Pawhuska In-
dividual must be at least 18 years of 
age. High School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experience. 
Regular Full Time. 

Surveillance Officer – Tulsa Must 
be at least 18 years of age. Requires 
ability to use Microsoft Office Suite 
programs, data entry, and the Inter-
net. Regular Full Time. 

Regional Hotel Manager – Skia-
took Must be 21 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED equivalent 
required. Three years hotel manage-
ment experience required. Regular 
Full Time. 

Food and Beverage Supervisor – 
Skiatook Must be a minimum of 18 
years of age. High School Diploma or 
GED equivalent required. One year of 
food and beverage experience. Regu-
lar Full Time. 

Guest Service Representative 
– Starts in July/August – Tulsa 
Must be at least 18 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED Equivalent 
required. Six months of previous 
work experience required. Regular 
Full Time. 

Short Order Cook – Starts in 
July/August – Tulsa Six (6) months 
of previous work experience in the 
food industry. Must be 18 years of 
age. Regular Full Time. 

Dishwasher – Starts in July/Au-

gust – Tulsa Must be 18 years of age. 
Regular Full Time. 

Dishwasher PT – Starts in July/
August – Tulsa Must be 18 years of 
age. Regular Part Time. 

Sous Chef – Tulsa Must be 21 years 
of age. Associates Degree in Culinary 
Arts or related field with a minimum 
of two years of culinary cooking ex-
perience or high school diploma/GED 
and six years culinary cooking experi-
ence in a multiple food venue environ-
ment with one year in a supervisory 
capacity. Regular Full Time. 

EVS Supervisor – Tulsa Must be 
a minimum of 18 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED. One year of 
housekeeping experience required. 
Regular Full Time. 

Maintenance Technician – Starts 
in July/August Must be at least 18 
years of age. High School Diploma/
GED and 6 months of previous work 
experience. Minimal of two to three 
years of experience in position related 
to assigned duties required. Regular 
Full Time. 

EVS Attendant – Starts in July/
August – Tulsa Six months experi-
ence in customer service or hospital-
ity. Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Regular Full Time. 

Casino Services Agent – Bartles-
ville Must be 18 years of age or old-
er. High School Diploma/GED. Prior 
cash handling experience required. 
Previous direct customer service ex-
perience required. Regular Full Time. 

Shift Supervisor – Sand Springs 
Must be at least 18 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED equivalent 
required. Bachelor’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration, Hospitality or 
Gaming plus three (3) months of job 
related work experience to include 
casino operations and supervisory 
experience in a related department or 
business. Regular Full Time. 

Cocktail Server – Sand Springs 
Must be at least 18 years of age. Fe-
males must be able to fit a size 8 or 
smaller for women’s attire. Males 
must be able to fit a size 36 waist for 
men’s attire. High School Diploma/
GED. Regular Full Time. 

Security Officer – Skiatook Indi-
vidual must be at least 18 years of 
age. High School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experience. 
Regular Full Time. 

Cocktail Server – Tulsa Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Females must 
be able to fit a size 8 or smaller for 
women’s attire. Males must be able 
to fit a size 36 waist for men’s attire. 
High School Diploma/GED. Regular 
Full Time. 

Security Officer – Tulsa Individual 
must be at least 18 years of age. High 
School Diploma/GED and 6 months 
of previous work experience. Regular 
Full Time. 

Hotel and Banquet Sales Spe-
cialist – Skiatook Must be at least 
21 years of age. Bachelor’s Degree 
in Business Administration, Hospi-
tality, related field, four (4) years of 
industry specific work experience re-
quired. Regular Full Time. 

Restaurant Server PT – Sand 
Springs Must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED re-
quired.Regular Part Time. 

Armed Security Officer – Tulsa 
Must be at least 21 years of age. High 
School Diploma or GED required. 
6 months of previous work experi-
ence. Successful completion required 
for the Osage Security Academy II 
or CLEET Phase IV Security Offi-
cer Certification or other Accredited 
Armed Security Academy or certifica-
tion of completion from a full-time or 
reserve police academy within five (5) 
years of continuous law enforcement 
service.Regular Full Time. 

Restaurant Server – Skiatook 
Must be at least 18 years of age. High 
School Diploma/GED required.Regu-
lar Full Time. 

EVS Attendant – Skiatook Six 
months experience in customer ser-
vice or hospitality. Must be 18 years 
of age or older. Regular Full Time. 

Casino Host – Tulsa Must be at 
least 21 years of age. High School Di-
ploma or GED. Equivalent required. 
Two years of high volume casino hos-
pitality business experience required. 
Equivalent combination of education 
and experience will be considered in 
lieu of secondary educational require-
ment. Regular Full Time. 

Short Order Cook – Bartlesville 
Six (6) months of previous work ex-
perience in the food industry. Must 
be 18 years of age. Regular Full Time. 
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Correction
On page 10 of the May edition, 

in the jump for the story “Congress 
confirms five individuals to serve 
on Osage Nation boards,” the name 
of Ladd Oldfield is misspelled. The 
Osage News regrets the error.

and OU Sooners fan and never missed 
a football or basketball game. Known 
for his quick wit, easy laughter, and 
karaoke singing abilities (of which he 
won many competitions), he had many 
friends across Indian Country and will 
be missed. 

He is survived by his daughter of 
Buffalo, N.Y., Jocelyn Jamison Shan-
non; father George Shannon and step-
mom Elnora Supernaw Shannon; three 
sisters, Susan Shannon, Ruth Shaw 
(Edward), Margaret Sisk (Robert); 
two nieces, Shannon Shaw Duty (Ja-
son), Lauren Bivens White (Ted); three 
nephews, Bates Shaw and his com-
panion Robynn Rulo, Edmond Shaw, 
and Stephen Sisk (Coree); and many 
grand-nieces, grand-nephews, family 
and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his 
mother Mary Agnes Wagoshe Shan-
non, his older brother Stanley Shan-
non, older sister Carolyn Shannon and 
niece Blake Ashley Sisk.  

He lied in state at the Wakon Iron 
Chapel in the Pawhuska Indian Village. 
There was a rosary and songs from the 
Native American Church sung on May 
28. A Traditional Indian Service was 
held May 29 with Lance Goodfox offi-
ciating. A Catholic service was held at 
10 a.m. at the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church in Pawhuska with 
Fr. Sean Donovan officiating. Inter-
ment was at the Pawhuska City Cem-
etery, where he will rest next to his  
older sister Carolyn. 

Pallbearers were Joe Don Brave, 
Ricky Eaves, Charles Eaves, Robert 
Sisk, Bates Shaw, Stephen Sisk, Jason 
Duty, and Jim Gray. Honorary Pall-
bearers were Roger Bomford, Harry 
Tofpi, Lee Brewer, Alfred Horsechief, 
and Warren Queton.

Naia Lois Rudd  
(Lombard) Stevens

Naia Lois Rudd (Lombard) Stevens 
was born on February 7, 1930, in Los 
Angeles, CA.  She went home to be 
with the Lord on April 14, 2018, in 
Vancouver, WA. She was the daughter 
of James Christopher Rudd and Lois 
Lombard Rudd. Naia had five broth-
ers: Kenneth Clark, Quentin Clark, 
James Rudd, Jr., Chris Rudd and Wil-
liam Pater. She also had one sister,  
Myra Rudd.

Naia married Robert Curtis Stevens, 
also a native of Los Angeles, on Decem-
ber 10, 1949. In the early fifties, Naia 
and Bob welcomed three children: Rob-
ert Henry “Hank,” John Clinton, and 
Shari LoAnne.  Bob and Naia relocated 
and raised their family in California’s 
South Coast, in Costa Mesa and New-
port Beach.

Naia was conscientious about her 

citizenship and its rights and respon-
sibilities. Besides being a U.S. citizen 
with Norwegian, Native American and 
Scottish roots, she was a registered 
member of the sovereign Osage and 
Cherokee nations. She identified her 
place in the family history descended 
from Osage Peace Chief Claremore. 
Circa 1786 French/Cajun voyageur Jo-
seph Lambert took Chief Claremore’s 
daughter, Me-Sar-Nee, as his wife. To 
contextualize this historically, this seg-
ment of the family story took place in 
the same generation as M. Lewis, W. 
Clark, Sacagawea, & D. Boone. Jo-
seph’s journeys took him from New Or-
leans to Eastern Oklahoma, and there, 
along with his family, established and 
continued within the Osage and Chero-
kee Peoples. He next ventured far into 
the Pacific Northwest’s Central Oregon 
region before returning to the Osage 
to perpetuate his family among the 
Osages of Oklahoma. Along the way 
the family name evolved and became 
“Lombard.”

Naia drew great inspiration from 
Joseph’s son, Robert’s, Cherokee wife. 
Robert married Agnes Nelms “Akir” 
Gore around 1843. In 2011 Naia 
penned a historical narrative she titled 
“Where the Water Talks, The Story of 
Akir, A Cherokee Woman of Love and 
Courage.”  These characteristics of love 
and courage were also woven into the 
fabric of Naia’s life story.

Amongst Walter and Lucy’s imme-
diate fore-bearers were souls who had 
survived the forced migration of the 
tragic Cherokee ‘The Trail of Tears.”  
Naia taught her family to cherish these 
memories with the deepest feeling. This 
was a guiding force in her desire to tell 
Akir’s story that took place during this 
time period.

Naia’s mother and “Granddad” were 
fluent Osage language speakers and 
writers. In her personal experiences 
and conversations, Naia was always 
affectionate in giving honor to her 
maternal grandparents, Walter Lom-
bard and Lucy Kennedy Lombard of 

Pawhuska and Tulsa. Walter served 
in the Osage Nation as Tribal Sheriff 
and U.S. Marshall in Oklahoma Indian 
Territory. Walt was renowned among 
Osages, Cherokees, and other Tribes 
as a trustworthy and honorable man. 
He held himself accountable to the 
Beloved Old Men and the councils of 
Tribal government and was profound 
in his faith practice in the fellowship of 
church and prayer meetings.

Naia’s mother, Lois, was a founding 
member of the United Osages of South-
ern California, and an Osage War 
Mother (Naia’s three older brothers 
are honored Osage Veterans). Naia’s 
close Osage relatives of her generation 
are John Pete, Tammy and Tisa Ess-
ley. The families of Tammy and Tisa, 
along with Dad Pete, have faithfully 
kept on in the stewardship of the Lom-
bard family land at EZ Ranch. The 
family home is one of Oklahoma’s ear-
ly historic ranch architecture homes. 
Popular Western Swing musicians Bob 
Wills and his Texas Playboys used to 
stay for extended periods of time at the 
Lombard Ranch. It became their haven 
and get away from Tulsa following long 
tours on the road. 

Osages of the Red Eagle, Cass, Dan-
iels, Burns, Clavier, Standing Bear, 
Red Corn, Cunningham, Waller, and 
Gray families (among many others) 
were particularly and frequently atten-
tive to Naia. She genuinely honored the 
four generations of families who met 
together as United Osages of Southern 
California. These families had been 
watchful and hopeful for Naia’s family 
for years. 

A high point in Naia and her family’s 
life was the Lombard Family Reunion 
and Osage Naming conducted by Eddy 
Red Eagle in 2005. Grandson Jake He-
flin and son Hank Stevens coordinated 
the event with the family’s team pre-
vailing in the handgame at the Cultur-
al Center. It was at this time she was 
acknowledged as an Osage Storyteller. 
Of course, her family had known that 
about her for many years. She revered 

the Osage Drum and Singers of In-lon-
ska Ways and was pleased when she 
could participate in the fellowships at 
the In-lon-ska dances.

Naia was a devoted daughter, sister, 
wife, mother, and grandmother. That 
devotion was experienced from gener-
ation to generation. Passing on life les-
sons and traditions to her family was 
in her genes. She self -published two 
autobiographical works in addition to 
her “Where the Water Talks” in an ef-
fort to ensure her family would know 
their legacy and history. However, the 
legacy of her “Faith Journey” she would 
consider her most important. This faith 
continued to be transformative in her, 
her children’s, and her friends’ lives. 
She felt her greatest education was 
sustained through her life (and her 
family’s lives) in Bible reading and 
study, and an earnest ongoing practice 
of prayer and fellowship.

Naia is survived by her husband 
Bob; her sons Hank (Fawn) and John 
(Diane); her daughter, Shari (Da-
vid); eleven grandchildren; twen-
ty-six great-grandchildren; and two 
great-great-grandchildren. Her par-
ents and five siblings preceded her in 
death.

The kindness, insight, wisdom, and 
love by which she lived will endure. 
Naia’s biblical faith, guidance, and mo-
tivation will continue in the lives of her 
loved ones. Her life modeled a good and 
trustworthy way of living and dying in 
the grace, glory, and presence of our 
almighty and loving God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.
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