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Osage County Commissioners appeal
denied on Osage Nation’s application
for fee-to-trust in north Tulsa
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Eddie Streater, Regional Director for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Eastern Oklahoma
Region, has denied the Osage
County Commissioners’ appeal to the Osage Nation’s application for fee-to-trust on 75
acres in north Tulsa.
“Based upon the record before the Region, the loss of
ad-valorem taxes attributable
to the Tulsa Back 75 property
will be of minimal impact on
Osage County, are off-set by
the contributions of the Osage
Nation to and within Osage
County, and do not constitute
grounds to deny the subject
trust application,” according
to Streater’s six-page letter
to Osage County District Attorney Rex Duncan. “Accordingly, the Superintendent’s
(Robin Phillips) decision to accept the Tulsa Back 75 parcel
in trust for the Osage Nation
is affirmed.”
Duncan filed the appeal on
March 12 on behalf of com-

missioners Jerry Howerton
(District 1, Pawhuska), Kevin
Pasley (District 2, Skiatook)
and Darren McKinney, who
is an Osage tribal member
(District 3, Fairfax). Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear’s response was to immediately pull $5 million from
Osage grant funds that went
to improving roads and other
areas within the county.
The commissioners protested the fee-to-trust application because they thought the
county would be losing out on
$73,569 in ad-valorem taxes.
However, according to Streater, that was a miscalculation
based on the wrong acreage
of the Tulsa Back 75 parcel.
The actual amount the county
would be losing is $10,899.35,
which he said is 0.031 percent
of the county’s total tax bill of
$34,654,378.27.
“Appellant does not offer
any evidence to show how the
loss of tax revenue will result
in a diminished level of services. Simple disagreement
with or bare assertions con-

cerning the Bureau’s decision
are insufficient to carry the
Appellant’s burden of proof on
appeal,” Streater wrote. “The
Bureau is not required to speculate regarding impacts.”
The commissioners have 30
days to file an appeal to the Interior Board of Indian Appeals.

Osage Nation
contributions to
Osage County
The following is taken from
the Osage Nation’s response to
the Commissioners’ appeal.
• Since 2007, the Osage
Nation has voluntarily
contributed $1,742,500
to various Osage County
governmental entities including the Skiatook Community Health Clinic, City
of Hominy Water Infrastructure, City of Hominy
Fire Truck, Grocery store
in Fairfax, Barnsdall Water Treatment Equipment,
Barnsdall EMS, Boulanger
Water District, Osage
County Volunteer Fire De-

partments and EMS and
Osage County Industrial
Authority for construction
of the Pawhuska Business
Development Center.

• In 2017, the Osage Nation paid $1,728,031
to the State of Oklahoma for gross production taxes, with a
portion being shared
with Osage County.
• Additional contributions by the Osage Nation include voluntarily
contributions to the
schools in Osage County which amounted to
$126,620.24 in 2015,
$253,936.47 in 2016, and
$245,371.80 in 2017.
• The Osage Nation also
funds several tribal
governmental programs
which directly relieve
Osage County from
providing these services
to Osage County which
include the following:
See Commissioners
—Continued on Page 8

Osage youth wins Girls
World of Wrestling
Championships in
Reno, Nevada
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Courtesy Photo
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Gaming bill, allowing
craps and roulette, signed
by Gov. Mary Fallin
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
OKLAHOMA CITY — The Oklahoma Senate signed off
on legislation to expand tribal gaming.
With the viewing gallery filled to capacity with teachers,
parents and public school students on April 6, the Senate
approved House Bill 3375, which would allow tribes to offer tribal casinos to offer non-house banked ball and dice
games, such as craps and roulette.
In exchange, tribes that sign off on the extra gaming provisions will be required to pay the state 10 percent of its
monthly net winnings from each new offering as an exclusivity fee.
Exclusivity fees from the expansion are projected to generate about $24 million in the first year and $49 million annually in the coming years starting in fiscal year 2020.
The first $20,833 provided monthly to the state under
the new provisions would go directly to the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse. Of the
remaining funds, 88 percent are slated to go to the state’s
Education Revolving Fund.
“I have children who should be in school today who are texting me because they’re getting a civics lesson and watching
what we’re doing right now,” Sen. Greg McCortney (R-Ada)
said. “I want to pass this bill for them and their children.
See
SeeGAaming
ppeal
—Continued on Page 8

Since the age of 5, Tylen Edwards has been wrestling boys
to the ground. It makes sense
because her father is a former
Oklahoma State University wrestler and her mother a
College basketball player, but
neither parent could predict
their youngest of six children
would be the 2018 Girls Flo
Reno World Champion at the
age of 10.
“This was our first big out
of state tournament,” said Tylen’s mother, Cindee Edwards.
“We were excited and nervous
the entire time.”
She said it was nerve-wracking watching her daughter
wrestle for the World Championship, but for Tylen, it was
just another match she knew
she could win.
“I practice on my brothers a
lot. I’ve been wrestling for four
years,” Tylen said. She said
she likes the challenge and
her favorite go-to move is the
“over and under,” where she
hooks her opponent under the
arm and then picks them up
and slams them on their back
where she goes in for the pin.
On the weekend of April 5,
Tylen and her family traveled
to Reno, Nev., where she would
wrestle and win the 2018 Girls
Flo Reno World Championship.
She would also walk away with
the coveted and rarely won,
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Tylen Edwards, 10, is the 2018 Girls
Flo Reno World Champion.

Trinity Award, which goes to a
wrestler who has won all three
major Girls Flo tournaments
– which Tylen won the 2017
Flo Girls Kickoff Classic in November and the 2018 Flo Tulsa
Girls Nationals in January of
this year.
Tylen is in fourth grade at
Wagoner Elementary School
where she also plays competitive softball with Tulsa Elite
and rodeos. She competes in
barrels, poles and flags. She
stands at about 5 foot 3 inches, weighs 125 pounds and
wrestles in the heavy weight
division for the Oklahoma
See Wrestling
—Continued on Page 19

Chief and
Congress
attempt to
find fix for
struggling
business
arm of the
Nation
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear and the
Fifth Osage Nation Congress are working to find a
fix for the Osage Nation’s
business arm of Tallgrass
Economic
Development
LLC and Osage LLC.
It’s been a tumultuous
year for both entities, with
multiple board member
resignations, firings and
questions of fraud from a
former CFO. This is nothing new for the Osage LLC
after Carol Leese and crew
allegedly embezzled approximately $19 million
from 2008 to 2014.
According to multiple
sources, Tallgrass is completing and gaining contracts, expecting future
business, applying for
multiple grants. However,
two board members, Kay
Martin and Megan Cruz,
resigned on April 3 after
questions were raised of
fraud from previous work
done prior to their tenures.
A third board member,
Kay Bills, said during a
Congressional committee
meeting that she plans to
resign at the end of the
Hun-Kah Session, but then
reversed herself and stayed
on. Not much is known
about the allegations of
fraud since any pertinent
information related to the
companies is discussed in
executive session.
“Megan Cruz and Kay
Martin are two of my best
appointments. They are
new and could not save
Osage LLC and Tallgrass
LLC from their current situation. The recent report
from consultants is that
a former Chief Financial
Officer of the LLC’s filed
false claims for payment
on a construction projSee LLC
—Continued on Page 8
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Two outgoing Congressmen honored
Reece brothers case
postponed until Sept. 11 with citations of commendation
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
The
preliminary
hearing for two brothers accused of killing a
Pawhuska oilman has
been postponed yet again.
Jeremy and Tyler Reece Rick Holt, a Pawhuska oilman and
cowboy and also a friend to the
were scheduled for a preOsage, was murdered in 2015 by
liminary hearing in Osage Jeremy and Tyler Reece. JurisdicCounty District Court tional questions of where he died
May 21-22 in connection has held up the legal system from
with the 2015 death of passing down judgment on the
brothers.
Rick Holt.
However, according to
court records, that date was struck during an April 17 status conference at the request of attorneys for both the state
of Oklahoma and the Reece brothers as the U.S. Attorney’s
office considers weighing in.
Barring federal intervention, the brothers’ next scheduled court date is now a status conference on Sept. 11.
According to court records, the brothers waived their
right to a speedy trial at the April 17 status conference.
The case has been in limbo for more than two years
thanks to jurisdictional questions. The Reece brothers are
citizens of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and Holt’s body was
found on Osage land, thus opening the door for proceedings
in federal or tribal court under the Major Crimes Act. The
state of Oklahoma’s authority in the proceedings hinges on
where the kill shot was delivered, which remains a point
of contention.
In late March, Tyler Reece was moved to the David L.
Moss Criminal Justice Center in Tulsa on a hold from the
U.S. Marshal Service. He has since been returned to the
Osage County Jail. The U.S. Marshal Service’s Tulsa office
declined to provide any details about the transfer.
As of May 2, no federal charges have been filed against
either Reece. A spokeswoman for the U.S. Attorney’s Office
in Tulsa declined to confirm or deny the office’s level of involvement due to the lack of federal charges.
Should the federal government decline to press charges,
a criminal case is still pending against the brothers
in tribal court.
The Osage Nation filed first degree homicide charges in
May 2016 to ensure the brothers remained in custody after
the state of Oklahoma missed an appeal deadline.
If convicted in tribal court, the brothers could face up to
one year in jail, a $5,000 fine and banishment from Osage
lands for 20 years.

The Fifth Osage Nation
Congress honored two of its
outgoing members on April
19 before wrapping the 2018
Hun-Kah Session.
That evening after other
pending Congressional business, Congress voted to issue
citations of commendation to
outgoing Congressmen James
Norris and Otto Hamilton.
Norris is not seeking another
term and Hamilton is running
for Assistant Principal Chief
in the June 4 general election.
Both men received certificates
and applause from their fellow
legislators and Congressional
office staff.
Congresswoman Alice Goodfox presented the certificates
to Norris and Hamilton oneby-one and everyone applauded them for their four years
of service to the Legislative
Branch after both won election
in 2014.
“We’re family, we’re a
branch of government, we may
not always see eye-to-eye and
we may have some really bad
days, but there are good days
too and I really truly believe
in my heart every single person that even puts their name
in the hat to run for an elected
position in government, and
tribal government specifically,
that they’re doing it because
they want to serve their people
and they’re already leaders,”
Goodfox said.
Norris, a military veteran
and retired Indian Health Service administrator and physicians assistant, expressed
gratitude for the honoring and
recalled his decision to seek
office was a “big one to make”
four years ago. He also served
on the Osage government reform commission in the mid
2000s, which was instrumental in developing the 2006
Osage Constitution for the current ON government.

Another bid process underway
for Osage Veterans Memorial
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Osage Nation is conducting a second bidding process for construction on the
Osage Veterans Memorial after negotiation talks with the
prior selected bidder were unsuccessful.
On April 11, the Veterans
Memorial Commission met
to discuss business regarding
the memorial, which included
soliciting for bids again. According to the commission, negotiation talks on project costs
were unsuccessful with Arrowhead Builders, the previous
construction company selected
for negotiations in February.
According to a revised invitation to bid posted on the ON
website, the Nation is seeking
bids for the Veterans Memori-

Courtesy Photo

Draft renderings of the Osage Veterans Memorial to be located northeast
of the Osage Nation Museum on the Osage Nation Campus in Pawhuska.

al project with the work contained in six packages.
According to the bid advertisement: “The work will con-
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sist of six packages: Earthwork
and Pavers, Concrete, Plumbing, Electrical, Granite and
Gazebo Structure. Each package is to be bid and awarded
independent of the others.”
Deadline for bid responses for the Veterans Memorial
project is May 11 before 11
a.m. Osage Preference will be
applied in award of the contract as per the Osage Nation
Competitive Bidding Act.
In the meantime, the commission members are also reviewing brick samples for the
memorial, which will be built
on the ON government campus in Pawhuska. Plans call
for the memorial to contain
personalized bricks containing
the names of Osage veterans.
Those bricks would be available for purchase from the
commission.
Maria Deroin, assistant
for the Veterans Memorial Commission, said at the
meeting she is in discussion
with Nation officials for the
commission to accept doSee Memorial
—Continued on Page 8
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The Fifth Osage Nation Congress voted to issue citations of commendation to outgoing Congressmen James Norris and Otto Hamilton during
the final day of the 2018 Hun-Kah Session on April 19.

As a government reform
commission member, Norris recalled: “We had many,
many, many questions and we
reached out to the Osage people and we wanted to put together a form of government,
a Constitution that everybody
could live under and we knew
at the time that it was not a
perfect document … We tried
to put together the skeleton
and we relied on Congress and
Congresses that will come after you to improve on this document and it has been a real
pleasure serving with each
and every one of you and I
got to know some of you very,
very well and I’ll hold each one
of you dear in my heart and
I appreciate everything that
you’ve done for me.”
Before serving on Congress, Hamilton worked for
the Nation’s education and
strategic planning/ grants offices. During his Congressional tenure, Hamilton served
as Second Speaker (20152016) and chaired Congressional committees for culture
and education.
Hamilton recalled being the

youngest Congress member
when he won election wondering “how is this going to go?”
then quipped “now I can tell
you I feel like I aged about 15
years – in a good way, in wisdom. I’d like to thank the staff,
each and every one of you
helped, hit the ground running
… I think you guys are doing
an awesome job … Like Congressman Norris, I appreciate
each and every one of you and
we are a unique body here and
we look at things different
and it’s these 10-hour days,
you have to look at things different and it’s not for everyone. Thank you for helping
me out and for being a part of
you guys.”
In closing, Goodfox recalled
a comment by former Osage
Congressman Eddy Red Eagle Jr. who once said “you are
forever Osage Nation Congressmen” then asked her
colleagues for a vote on issuing the citations. The motion
passed unanimously 10-0 that
evening with one absence from
Congressman Joe Tillman.
The session then adjourned at
approximately 7 p.m.

ON Congress votes down
judge retention resolution
Benny Polacca
Osage News
A controversial Osage Nation Congressional resolution
asking voters whether the tribal judge appointment process
should change in the Osage Constitution failed with a majority of Fifth ON Congress members voting “no” on April 9.
ONCR 17-44 (sponsored by Congressman James Norris)
failed with nine “no” votes and two “yes” votes after two
Congressional committee meetings discussed the pros and
cons of different avenues tribes use to name judges to their
respective court benches. The resolution also prompted
chatter among the Osage public on social media over concerns voters would not have an opportunity to choose whether to retain the four Judicial Branch judges if the resolution
passed and amended the Constitution.
Voting “yes” for the resolution that day were Congress
members Norris and Archie Mason. “No” votes came from
the remaining nine Congress members.
According to ONCR 17-44, the resolution, if passed,
would’ve put a question to Osage voters whether Article
VIII (Judiciary), Section 7 of the 2006 Osage Constitution
should be amended “to require Justices of the (ON) Supreme
Court and the Chief Judge of the Trial Court be appointed
every six years by the Principal Chief and confirmed by the
Osage Nation Congress.”
In 2006, Osage voters approved the current constitution,
which states the Principal Chief shall appoint the Supreme
Court Justices and Trial Court Chief Judge and the Congress shall also confirm those appointees to serve one fouryear term. Once that term ends, those four judges “will
stand for retention by a vote of the qualified Osage electors
and at the expiration of each four-year term thereafter.”
The voting down of ONCR 17-44 also comes after several Osages, including those in recently-founded grassroots
group Osage Impact raised concerns and questions on the
potential outcomes if the retention vote mandate is removed
from the constitution. Osage Impact started an online petition asking the Congress to vote down ONCR 17-44 and
delivered a printed copy of the petition with over 220 electronic signatures shortly before the 10 a.m. session started.
In prepared remarks, Norris addressed the resolution before the vote. “What this is primarily intended to do is to give
the Osage people an opportunity to make a decision again in
regard to how to appoint or how to select or how to retain
members of the judiciary. The extent to which judges are
able to interpret and apply law partially depends upon their
ability to remain free from undue political pressure. Legislators play a vital role in ensuring high quality courts that
inspire public trust and confidence. We as legislators can
propose changes or propose reforms to improve this process.
The people express greater confidence in the judicial system
See Retention
—Continued on Page 8
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Claremore Mound and Fort Gibson are first day’s
destinations for 2018 Osage Heritage Sites Visit
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
FORT GIBSON, Okla. – A
little-known fact is that the
Osage Nation Historic Preservation Office hosts 20 lucky
Osages each year on a fiveday Osage Heritage Sites Visit where they travel around
the region with the HPO staff
and learn the Nation’s history
through archaeologists’ eyes.
Each year the HPO staff
travels to a different place.
This year, in its seventh year,
participants are visiting Claremore Mound, Fort Gibson, Fort
Smith, Ark.; Arkansas Archaeological Survey in Fayetteville;
Museum of Native American
History in Arkansas; Osage
Village State Park and Blue
Mound, Mo.; and St. Paul Mission, Kans. Each participant
gets free room, meals and they
travel by bus to the historic
sites with HPO staff that provides power points with a staff
archaeologist leading the way.
On this year’s tour are sisters,
a father and daughter, siblings,
cousins, friends and interested
participants. For Osages only,
the daily itinerary is packed
with activities.
On the first day, April 16,
the group visited Claremore
Mound, which is located just
outside the city of Claremore.
The tour was hosted by HPO
Archaeologist Jackie Rogers.
Named after Chief Claremore, the Osage village that
surrounded the mound contained
about
2,000-3,000
Osage from 1803 to about
1835. A sacred site, a Cherokee raiding party made up of
about 600 warriors, including
the Shawnee and Delaware,
attacked the village when the
majority of men and women were gone to hunt buffalo.
Only the elderly, some women and very young were left
at the village at the time. The
warriors killed about 38 Osages, kidnapped Osage children
and either sold them to slavery or made them slaves. Fort
Smith and Fort Gibson were
established by the U.S. Army
about 30 days later to keep the
peace between the Osage and
Cherokee, and also to keep the
Osage from retaliating. About
1,000 Osage warriors were
ready to take the forts so they
could attack the Cherokee.
The natural mound is said
to be the final resting place
of Chief Claremore, although
more research needs to be
conducted at the site because
there are reports he was
moved. Currently, HPO staff is
trying to reach the landowner
the Claremore Mound currently sits on. The landowner that
currently owns land adjacent
to the mound said this is the
first group of Osages to visit
the mound since he’s owned
the land.
To put the 1817 massacre
into perspective for the participants, Rogers told accounts
of two children who were captured by the Cherokee. How
their lives were affected are
documented in accounts and
letters by a missionary who
lived among the Cherokee.
This missionary in the Arkansas territory happened upon
a Cherokee war party that
had an Osage girl of 5 years
old they had captured and orphaned in the Osage attack.
The missionary took pity on
the captive girl and convinced
the Cherokee to sell her for
$100 after raising the money
from sympathizers. They purchased the girl and named her
Lydia Carter, after the financial donor. She had lived with
the Cherokee for six months.
She was sent to live at Brainerd Mission, in Chattanooga,
Tenn., where she was educated and exposed to Christianity. From the missionary’s
account, she was described as
a sweet and intelligent child
but suffered from illness from
the long travel from Arkansas
to Tennessee. She could still
remember her mother being

All photos by
SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Participants of the 2018 Osage
Heritage Historic Sites visit Claremore Mound, a village site of the
Osage during 1803-1835. A sacred
site, the Cherokee, Shawnee and
Delaware massacred over 80 Osages and stole children when Osage
warriors, women and young men
were on a buffalo hunt. The delegation are the first Osages to visit
the mound in almost 200 years.

AT LEFT: Osage Nation Historic Preservation Officer Dr. Andrea Hunter and staff
archaeologist Jackie Rogers explain the mound’s history to the participants on
April 16.

Osage Heritage Sites

On Day one of the 2018 Osage Heritage Historic Sites visit, the group
traveled to Fort Gibson, a historic site for the Osage who lived in the area
at one time and traded fur and other items for rations.

A guide gives the participants a tour of the old Fort, which is preserved
by the Oklahoma Historical Society. Every year they have a festival and
demonstrate what life would have been like at Fort Gibson.

The participants of the 2018 Osage Heritage Historic Sites visits pose for a group photo at Fort Gibson on April 16.

killed in front of her and being
taken by the Cherokee. There
was a rumor that U.S. President James Monroe made an
executive order that all the
Osage captives being held by
the Cherokee be returned to
the Osage. The missionaries,
however, wrote a letter that
asked Lydia Carter to remain
at the Brainerd Mission because she was flourishing. Not
only was Lydia’s Osage father still alive, but the Osage
felt a “great repugnance” of
trusting others to care for
their children.
In December 1818, a year after the 1817 massacre, another
account of captive Osages is in
missionary reports. An Osage
girl around 4 years old, who
was reportedly Lydia’s sister,
is found living with the Cherokee. A boy the age of 15 had

been captured and sold to a
slave owner and they had lost
sight of his sister. They found
the boy before the slave owner was about to sell him to a
plantation and got him back.
As word got out about the
worsening relations between
the Osage and Cherokee due
to the massacre and the kidnapping of children, the executive order by President Monroe
was an effort to keep the peace
so there would be a smooth
transition of moving the tribes
from the East to the plains.
The boy was named by the
missionaries as John Osage
Ross, after the Cherokee soldier that rescued him. The
Cherokee soldier, John Ross,
later became chief of the Cherokee Nation. He brought the
boy to Brainerd in 1819. Their
original Osage names were not

recorded. A messenger arrived
in 1820 to take Lydia and John
from Brainerd and take them
back to Pasona (Claremore’s
Village) in hopes of bringing
peace among the Osage and
Cherokee because soldiers
were having a hard time with
the tribes constantly at war.
President Monroe ordered
the Cherokee to give up the
captive Osage children, and
the Osage were to give up the
Cherokee men they had captured who they claimed killed
Osage men. During the fall
of 1820 Lydia and John were
taken to the Governor of Little
Rock and were escorted to the
Osage village of Pasona (Claremore’s Village). Upon arrival the Osage were gearing up
for war. Seeing this, John and
Lydia were not allowed to stay
with the Osage and were to be

returned to Brainerd. Lydia
died in Arkansas on the return
trip from fever and dysentery.
Her body had been so worn out
from traveling. John was taken to Washington, D.C., on express request of the Osage that
John meet the president. John
was taken to New England, educated and became a harness
and saddle maker.
“That’s to give you an idea
of how this affected people,
to give you a human face,”
Rogers said.

Fort Gibson
The second stop of the day
was Fort Gibson.
By 1821 the tensions between the Cherokee and the
Osage had escalated again. A
See Day 1
—Continued on Page 16
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Day Two: Fort Smith and the
Arkansas Archeological Society
tell more history and insights
into Osage ancestral lands
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
FORT SMITH, Ark. – When
speaking to school kids, a tour
guide at Fort Smith describes
the Cherokees’ settlement on
Osage homelands as someone
moving onto your front lawn
and eating everything in your
refrigerator because a treaty
told them they could.
This analogy explains what
happened to the Osage after
a faction of Cherokee moved
from their eastern Georgia
homelands prior to the Trail
of Tears. The Osage began to
war with the Cherokee over
hunting grounds and the relations between the two tribes
were getting worse. The Battle of Claremore Mound took
place in 1817 and the Cherokee killed 83 Osages and took
over 100 prisoners, mostly
children. The U.S. government
had to deal with the Osage’s
potential retaliation against
the Cherokee. The government
sent members of their rifle
regiment to create Fort Smith
in 1817.
The fort would go on to have
its ups and downs, but soldiers
stopped occupying the fort in
1824 and abandoned it to build
Fort Gibson, which is located in Fort Gibson, Okla. Fort
Smith was used periodically as
an Indian Agency and in 1838
they began to build a second
Fort Smith closer to the Indian conflicts. The area became
lost to disrepair and in 1950
they began restoring the courthouse and courtroom. In 1958
they found the remains of the
first Fort Smith.
The story of Osage Chief
Mad Buffalo is what attracted Osage visitors on April 17.
The tour guide said the story
of Mad Buffalo was one of the

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

First stop on Day 2 of the 2018 Osage Heritage Sites Visit was Fort
Smith, Ark. Pictured are the participants standing on the shore of the
Arkansas River and behind them on the opposite shore is the site
where Osage Chief Mad Buffalo brought 400 Osage warriors to trade
for gun powder to attack the Cherokee.
Tammy Mason Lux looks at bluffs at the Blue Springs Heritage Center
on the 2018 Osage Heritage Sites Visit on April 19.

Day Three of Heritage Sites
visit takes participants to
museum and sacred spring sites
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Osage Nation Historic Preservation Officer Dr. Andrea Hunter poses
with staff member Kilan Jacobs on the shore of the Arkansas River
on the 2018 Osage Heritage Sites Visit on April 17.

most exciting incidents to happen at Fort Smith. The incident is also called the “The Big
Bluff.” As the story goes, the
commander of Fort Smith, and
its second in command and
their surgeon, were away from
the fort. Watching over the
40 men was Lieutenant Martin Scott. To build the fort the
soldiers had cut down the tree
line along the Arkansas River

On April 17 of the 2018 Osage Heritage Sites Visit, the group visited
the Arkansas Archaeological Society. A pot, dating back before the
Spanish arrival and from northeastern Arkansas, is believed to be
from the Pacaha community or Casqui Indians and showcases the
Nodina art style.

enabling them to see the opposite shore without difficulty.
Mad Buffalo and some 400
Osage warriors arrived on the
opposite shore. Mad Buffalo
took seven warriors across and
asked to trade for gunpowder
to go hunting. Lt. Scott knew
the Cherokee had just attacked
the Osage at the Battle of Claremore Mound and killed over
80 Osages and stole their children. He told the Osages no.
The Osage left the fort and
when they reached the opposite shore they began to cut
trees and build rafts and appeared ready to attack. Also,
a soldier’s wife and child living in a house on the opposite
shore were brought out by the
Osage to show the soldiers
they had taken them hostage.
Outnumbered 10 to 1, Lt.
Scott ordered the fort’s two
cannons prepared and aimed
at the Osage. According to a
marker by the river shoreline: “After seeing this, the
Osage left the area without
incident. According to Osage
oral tradition, Mad Buffalo’s
actions were a bluff intended
to scare the nearby Cherokee
and intimidate the temporary
commander and reaffirm the
Osage presence.”

EUREKA SPRINGS, Ark.
– Eureka Springs is a popular
tourist destination and thousands of people travel there
each year to see the many
springs in the area. However,
prior to the early 1900s, the
springs were a sacred place for
the Osage and had been used
as such for hundreds of years.
In a presentation given
by Kilan Jacobs, ON Historic Preservation Office staff,
he said both Eureka Springs
and Blue Springs were close
to Osage historic villages. The
Osage frequented the area for
hunting and trading in what is
now known as Carroll County,
Ark. Research on the plants
and animals in the region is
well known and the more they
learn about the area the more
it relates to the Osage people’s
way of life and their ceremonies.
“We know that the oak
tree was significant and was
viewed as a tree of life, a tree
we descended upon when we
came from the stars,” Jacobs

said. “The hickory tree was
used to build our lodges and
obviously the cedar tree is sacred to us. The red bud played
a prominent role in warfare
and it was what we created
our paint from, took its ash
and made our black paint from
it. Elk are huge in our old religion, black bear, eagles, fox,
wildcats - all played a key role
in what we wanted to do in our
lives and they had characteristics of what Wakanda (God)
wanted for our lives.”
The White River drainage
basin area goes through the
region the Heritage Sites Tour
visited. Over 140 springs feed
into the region. The Osage
participants of the tour got to
visit the Blue Spring Heritage
Center and took in the beauty of the area, the water, and
the rock bluffs along the river.
Many of the participants blessed themselves in the water.
“This was a really important area for our people, both
spiritual and physical. These
streams played a part in where
we would camp, dying things
See Day 3
—Continued on Page 21

Second stop

Dr. Ann Early explains the process in which they are cataloguing artifacts from a site they have been working on. The Arkansas Archaeological Society has millions of artifacts in their possession.

Jim Rees demonstrates playing a flute that ancient tribes may
have used in the area for participants of the 2018 Osage Heritage
Sites Visit.

The second stop was the
Arkansas Archeological Society. Founded in 1960, the
society “encourages the scientific investigation, study, and
interpretation of our cultural
heritage, and publishes and
distributes the result of those
investigations,
particularly
those relating to Arkansas,”
according to their website.
Millions of artifacts are stored
at the facility and Dr. George
Sabo and Dr. Ann Early led
the Osage group on four different tours in the afternoon.
The group surveyed graduate students of the University of Arkansas cataloguing
various projects, the group
learned about 3D scanning of
artifacts and held some of the
ancient pottery found to be of
the Mississippi River Valley. A
demonstration of ancient musical instruments was provided
and an informational session
about weapons and more information on Claremore Mound
was provided.
Osage Nation Historic Preservation Officer, Dr. Andrea
Hunter, presented Sabo and
Early with a map of the Osage
Ancestral Territory.

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

On Day 3 of the 2018 Osage Heritage Sites Visit the group stopped
at the Museum of Native American History in Bentonville, Ark. Tammy Mason Lux looks at a tanned buffalo hide the Dakota people
used as a calendar during winter months.

The participants visited Black Dog’s Spring, a sacred site where Chief
Black Dog and his father healed the sick. The site is in the middle of
the city of Eureka Springs and no longer produces water.
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Osage Village State Historic Site and Blue Mound are
fourth-day stops of 2018 Osage Heritage Sites Visits
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
WALKER, Mo. – Participants of the Osage Heritage
Historic Site Visits took a
walking tour of the former
lands of the Late Big Osage
Village where 2,000 to 3,000
Osage once lived between 1775
and 1823.
Staff members from the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources took the Osage participants on a walking tour of
the area on April 19. The Osage
Village Interpretive Tour is .8
of a mile but takes its participants on a beautiful journey.
The tour has 10 markers to
follow that covers the village
area, archaeological excavations, Manuel Lisa’s Post, Little Osage Village, Blue Mound,
Harmony Mission, Fort Osage
Factory, utilized bedrock outcrop, American settlement,
bedrock features, Fort Carondolet, the Osage Village
and the source of water for
the villages.
The Big Osage occupied a
village to the west. Nearly 200
years ago the land would have
been much like that of the
Tallgrass Prairie. The village
sat atop a natural mound that
could overlook neighboring
villages with a stream flowing through the area. About
two miles away was the Little
Osage village, which was occupied from the 1780s to 1823.
Bedrock crops are still visible
on the walking tour, which are
large stones with grooves and
depressions that shows where
the Osage used the rocks for
bedrock mortars, cracking
nuts, sharpening bone tools
and sharpening axes.

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Fred Byers looks at Blue Mound from the top of the Osage Village
Interpretive site of the Late Big Osage Village near Walker, Mo., on
April 19. The mound is the site of Chief Pawhuska’s burial, which was
later desecrated.

Participants walk up the Osage Village Interpretive Trail at the Osage
Village State Historic Site, which is managed by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources.
AT RIGHT: Tammy Balduff feels the rock indentions where Osages
carved their weapons and tools and ground ingredients for food.

rivers that were here and it
was a very special place. And
we talk about the confluence
of rivers, how spiritual those
locations are, the confluence
of the Mississippi and the Mis-

souri river, the power and the
strength that’s in those locations and how the Wahzhazhe
people draw the strength from
that, those confluences. Very
powerful places.”

Osage Heritage Sites

Blue Mound

Less than five miles away
was Blue Mound, once a very
sacred place to the Osage and
the site of the final burial place
of Chief Pawhuska around
1825. However, shortly after
his burial settlers in the area
desecrated his grave and it
is unknown what happened
to him or if he was reburied
somewhere else.
“The Indian graves would
have ornamentation that was
worth money. The ornamentation buried with prominent
people – they thought if you
dig into these things you’ll
find something that’s worth
money ... they looted these
graves, so he’s not buried
there anymore,” said Dr. Andrea Hunter, Osage Nation
Tribal Historic Preservation
Officer. “It’s really, very sad.
But that’s what’s happened to
so many of our graves. When
people initially started moving
into this country they thought
there would be something of
worth that they could sell and
make money off of. It’s just a
real shame.”
The land Blue Mound sits
on is privately owned land and
“the best we can do is come by
and pay our respects to where
he was buried,” she said.
Chief Pawhuska died in
Kansas and they brought
his body back to be buried at
Blue Mound.
“His family, his grandparents, this was their home.
They had been here for a couple of hundred years. So, this
area, all the stories about what
they learned about being initiated into the priesthood and
going through all the rights
of vigil – that’s what was happening right here. The Marais
des Cygnes, the Osage River,
the Marmaton River ... this is
the place of Many Swans, this
is where all of that was recorded about all those rituals
and the sacredness of these
places – this is the place, right
here,” Hunter said. “So that’s
why they wanted to bring him
back and bury him here. And
plus, it was a mound, a large
hill that overlooked all of
these villages, right here. He
could look out and see all of
these villages. And of course,
you’ve got all the water, the

Participants walk up the Osage Village Interpretive Trail at the Osage
Village State Historic Site, which is managed by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources on April 19.

Participants end Osage Heritage
Sites Visit at Osage Mission

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

SAINT PAUL, Kans. – The
majority of Osages living on
the Osage reservation practice Catholicism. The reason
why was explained on the final stop of the Osage Heritage
Sites Visit.
In 1825 the Osage signed a
treaty that ceded what was left
of their lands in Missouri, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Kansas
and they moved to a reservation in southern Kansas. The
lands they left behind had all
the locations of their sacred
sites, which were essential to
practicing their religion. They
needed those specific sites to
perform their religious ceremonies. With their old way
of life left behind, Christianity was coming. It would soon
be time for them to choose
which religion they would
participate in.
According to extensive presentations by ONHPO Staff
Archaeologist John Fox and
Felix Diskin, a volunteer at
the Osage Mission Neosho
County Museum, the Osage
were heavily influenced by
the French. Their connection
with the French included early
trappers, traders, and priests.
According to Fox, the U.S.
tried to send missionaries but
the Osages preferred Catholics, specifically the Jesuits.
“Send them to the whites;
perhaps they may succeed
better with them. If our Great
Father desires that we have
missionaries, you will tell him
to send us Blackgowns, who
will teach us to pray to the
Great Spirit in the French
manner,” according to an
Osage letter to Commissioner of Indian Affairs on May
10, 1844.
Catholicism had similarities

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Felix Diskin, a volunteer at the Osage Mission Neosho County Museum, shares the history of the Saint Francis Hieronymo Church in
Saint Paul, Kans.
Osage elder Margaret
Bird and Osage Nation Historic Preservation Officer Dr. Andrea
Hunter take sage that is
wrapped in red, white,
and blue ribbon and
stick it into the ground
at the site of a mass
grave of Osages in the
Saint Francis Hieronymo
Church’s cemetery.

Participants look inside the Saint
Francis Hieronymo Church in
Saint Paul, Kans., on April 20
for their final stop of the 2018
Osage Heritage Sites Visit.
BELOW: Marking the mass grave
are two small tombstones that
say“Indian Graves” and one
tall tombstone with the name
Charles N. Mongrain. ONHPO
staff member Kilan Jacobs said
a prayer for the Osage people
in the Osage language at the
site. The sage and ribbon were
prepared and provided by Osage
elder Margaret Bird.

ONHPO staff member Kilan Jacobs says a prayer in Osage for those
Osages buried in a cement vault at the site of the mass grave at the
Saint Francis Hieronymo Church’s cemetery.

to traditional Osage religion,
according to Fox. Priests were
a “class” of people, much like
that of the Osage’s Little Old
Men, or Osage priests. Cath-

olics also prayed to the great
mysteries and the Osage’s
word “Wakanda” translates to
“The Great Mystery.”
The Osage Mission was es-

tablished in 1847 and most
notably, was established by
a priest named Father John
See Day 5
—Continued on Page 22
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ect,” Standing Bear said. “Although not yet proven, this is
enough to make prudent people take action. To this day I
have received no 2017 financial audit or approved monthly financials for 2018 from
these LLC’s. I will not support
any Osage Nation money for
these LLC’s.”
According to the Tallgrass
and Osage LLC 2018 Annual
Report, recently given to the
Osage Congress, the companies have 13 Small Business
Association (SBA) 8(a) projects
at Tinker Air Force Base and
three non-8(a) projects at Fort
Leonard Wood, Mo. On the
technology side, they have two
non-8(a) projects to provide
broadband in the Grayhorse
area and Bowring, and the second project is to provide Audio/
Video Instillation and Integration for the new Osage Casino
in Tulsa. They also have three
8(a) projects at Fort Leonard
Wood and another at Fort Sill.
“The Osage Nation appropriated millions of dollars
since authorizing the first
economic development holding company, Osage LLC, in
April 2008. Tallgrass’ current financial problems result
partially from inexperience
in dealing with government
contracting,” wrote Tallgrass
LLC Chair Jim Parris in the
annual report. “With the addition of a new management
team and new members to the
Board of Directors, Tallgrass
is positioned to move forward
to develop and implement a
successful business model for
the future.”
Tallgrass currently has
three out of five board members left: Parris (chair), Kay
Bills (vice chair), and Patsy
Stuke. According to Parris in
the report, the board and staff
have saved the Nation from
defaulting.
“Federal contracts that were
committed to be finished by
January 2018 were found to
have not even been started by
November 2017. Submittals of
key reports had not been completed for construction projects,” wrote Parris. “A cure
notice and a potential termination for default had been
received by the construction
company, however, no action
had been taken to address either notice by the previous
management. The bonding
company had been notified
that the bond for one of the
projects would be called.”
Bills has been vocal in both
Congressional meetings and
Osage Facebook forums, that
the current board and staff
have done their utmost to ensure the survival of the Nation’s businesses. She said she
was asked three times to be on
the board before she finally accepted. She said the problems
were so severe when she joined
the board that they didn’t
know if they could make payroll, if they could pay vendors,
and there was a list of over
$700,000 in bills that needed
to be paid. Now, the company is getting good ratings on
their contracts, completing
contracts and has hopes for
more. On April 3 in the Con-

gressional Commerce committee meeting, she said she has
lost the confidence of Standing
Bear, and Parris, and has been
told she was not going to be
re-appointed.
“We took our only asset and
liquidated it. So, ladies and
gentlemen, my apologies. I just
could not do it for you and it
makes me very, very sad. I’ve
had a long career and I’ve seen
this happen before. I don’t
want to be told that we failed.
Because we didn’t fail, we were
failed,” Bills said on April 3.
“It’s been a pleasure, I have
a lot of things to do ... make
Mr. Parris’s life a lot easier. I
will stay on till another board
member is appointed in my
place. This is a good company and they’ve been basically
thrown under the bus.”

Board minutes –
a timeline

The Osage News requested the meeting minutes for
both Tallgrass and Osage LLC
from September 2017 to present. In September 2017, Tim
Tall Chief was still chairman
of the board, Phillip Morrow,
Jim Parris, Kay Bills and Ray
Hankins made up the TED
LLC board. Barber & Bartz
was the legal counsel, Jill
Jones (Osage) was the Interim
CEO and they had just hired
Tony Whitehorn (Osage), the
younger brother of Osage Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn. He was hired to be the
Operating General Manager of
Osage Pinnacle Design Group,
LLC, which was doing business as Tallgrass Construction
Services. Sharon Bertram’s
company Compass Consulting was the accounting firm
tasked to handle accounting,
technical support and human
resources support. Jim Holder,
former CEO, had resigned earlier in September.
In October, Parris became
chairman, Bills became vice
chair and Stuke became treasurer. By the end of September
board relations had crumbled
and Tall Chief resigned but not
after telling Bills he thought
she was unprofessional and
that she should be removed.
Phillip Morrow also resigned
from the board.
On Nov. 1, Bills motions for
the immediate termination of
Jill Jones for insubordination,
according to the Tallgrass Nov.
1 minutes. Stuke seconds her
motion and it unanimously
passes with “yes” votes from
Bills, Stuke and Parris. The
board contracts former Office
of Fiscal Performance Review
director Kelly Corbin as Interim CFO and Interim CEO. The
OFPR is an entity of the Osage
Congress. His contract is for
$11,000 a month. It passes
unanimously.
At a Nov. 21 Tallgrass meeting, Kay Martin has joined
both the TED and Osage LLC
boards. Sharon Bertram’s
company Compass Consulting
is no longer the accounting
firm for TED or Osage LLC.
They have hired Jade Johnson
and the accounting for Osage
LLC has been transitioned
in-house. Corbin expresses
the difficulty in getting records from Sharon Bertram.
Members of Congress and the

Commissioners

–from Page 1

• Childcare from 2015-2018 $1,284,754
• Early Learning Academics from 2015-2018 $6,706,677

Chief’s office regularly attend
the meetings.
In December, Susan Elliott,
CPA is hired as Controller for
Tallgrass. Elaine Hight, a former auditor for OFPR, is hired
as an Executive Assistant
and Facility Security officer.
Dustin Alphin is hired as Operating General Manager of Tallgrass Construction Services.
Amendments were discussed
to the Tallgrass Articles of incorporation, an update on the
transfer of SBA approved subsidiary companies from Osage
LLC to Tallgrass is “heading in
the right direction,” according
to Corbin. Bills wants office
space in Osage County, Parris
requests an update on the Audit RFP, Stuke brings up the
need to look for another law
firm for legal advice in place of
Barber & Bartz and wants to
utilize the ON Attorney General’s Office.
In January, Megan Cruz
has joined the board to complete the five-member board of
Parris, Bills, Stuke and Martin for Tallgrass. Corbin is still
having trouble with Sharon
Bertram’s company Compass
Consulting in returning documents, software, hardware,
passwords, software licenses
and wants to indemnify the
company for the cost. In new
business, the board is asked
for comments regarding documents provided by Standing
Bear regarding a proposed
merger of the Osage LLC and
the TED LLC.
On Jan. 25, Corbin said he
will prepare a report highlighting the amount of revenue needed to break even and
that the company needs someone with experience in 8(a)
contracting to be successful.
Moss Adams LLP is selected
to complete an annual audit of
the Osage LLC, Tallgrass LLC
and Bluestem companies. An
update on Sharon Bertram’s
agreement is given and ON Attorney General Holli Wells has
been assisting in an agreement
to pay for outstanding invoic-

es, with the caveat that signed
documents and materials are
returned before payment is
released. Corbin declines a
contract extension for Interim CEO/CFO. Martin makes
a motion to extend an offer to
Janice Dearman (Cherokee),
for Interim CEO for 90 days.
On Feb. 23, Dearman gives
a report that employee files
are audited, standardized and
E-Verify checks are current.
Financials are approved from
July, August, and September
and sent to the Clerk of the
Congress.
On March 15, Resolution
18-07 to approve the Tallgrass
Business Plan passes with one
“no” vote from board member
Megan Cruz. Resolution 18-09,
to review and approve the CEO
to submit a Business Loan Application fails, with Parris,
Martin and Cruz voting “no.”
Resolution 18-04 to approve
manager for Subsidiary Entity, it passes unanimously.
Resolution 18-05, to open a
new account at Bank of Oklahoma for Tallgrass Support
Services, passes unanimously.
Whitehorn is now Operating
General Manager of Tallgrass
Support Services.
On March 29, at the meeting
of the Osage LLC, board members Jim Parris, Kay Martin,
Patsy Stuke and Megan Cruz
are present. They go into executive session for two hours.
They come out of executive
session and Stuke moves to approve the TED and Osage LLC
business plans with the exception of the financials. The motion fails with Parris, Martin
and Cruz voting “no.” Martin
made a motion to approve Resolution 18-06, to authorize a
bank account for the Bowring
Broadband project. It passes
unanimously.

Gaming

also pending at the time – one
as part of an ongoing extraordinary session and the other
from the regular 2018 session.
The bill passed by a 2916 count with three excused
absences. Sen. Eddie Fields
(R-Wynona), whose district
covers most of Osage County, was among the yes votes.
With the state’s gaming compacts up in 2020, several
Senators voted no in an attempt to save the provisions
as a bargaining chip in the
renegotiation process.
“I would not bring this deal
to a client right now without

expecting to get fired on the

interest since elections without competition rarely excite
or draw the interest of voters.”
Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards voted “no” for ONCR
17-44, arguing she believed
six-year terms were too long
for judges to serve. Edwards
also serves as a part-time
judge for the federal Southern
Plains Region court for Indian
offenses, which she said is an
appointed four-year position.
“It is very difficult for a judge
to commit beyond four years,
I currently serve on a committee where I serve three years
and it’s been a very big commitment to do that,” Edwards
said. During the legislative
process, Edwards proposed an
amendment to reduce the res-

olution’s six-year term to four

–from Page 1

What we do today will not just
put $22 million in 2019, it will
continue to put money in our
schools for the foreseeable future. It will buy textbooks for
my grandchildren and whatever it is they’ll use in the future
for my great-grandchildren
and for that, I am proud.”
The measure was approved
as part of a rare Friday session held in an effort to end
a statewide teacher walk-out.
Two identical measures were

Retention

–from Page 3
when they believe the process
is fair and transparent. There
are a variety of methods used
to select judges to serve on
courts, but for the purpose of
this resolution, I’m proposing
the people be given a chance
to consider appointment confirmation over retention. So
why change from retention to
appointment
confirmation?
Retention elections are intended to de-politicize. Judicial
elections, while giving voters
the right to choose, to either
retain or not retain. However,
it is believed by many in the legal community that retention
elections attract little voter

Construction Overview

The following was taken
from the 2018 Annual Update
to the Osage Nation from Tallgrass LLC.

Non 8(a) Projects
• Ft. Leonard Wood –
Confined Space Structure at Training Area
• Ft. Leonard Wood
– Construct Urban
Search & Rescue Towers at Training Area
• Osage Casinos Fire
Alarm Installation
and Integration
SBA 8(a) Projects
• Single Award Task Order
Contract Projects – Tinker
Air Force Base, OKC, OK
• Performance Oriented Contract Action
Projects – Tinker Air
Force Base, OKC, OK

Technology Overview

The following was taken
from the 2018 Annual Update
to the Osage Nation from Tallgrass LLC.
Non 8(a) Projects
• Broadband – Grayhorse
& Bowring Projects
• Osage Casino Audio/
Video Installation
and Integration
SBA 8(a) Projects
• Fort Leonard Wood,
MO – A/V Technology
for Commanding General’s Conference Room
• Fort Leonard Wood,
MO – Maneuver Support
Center of Excellence IT
& AV Support (G-6)
• Fort Leonard Wood,
MO – CDID MSBL IT
& Simulation Support
(MSBL, Battle Lab)
• Ft. Sill, OK – Security CCTV AV Blanket
Purchase Agreement
[Editor’s Note: This article
was updated from the online
version of the story that ran on
April 15 to reflect Bills did not
resign from the Tallgrass LLC
board of directors.]

spot,” Sen. Anthony Sykes
(R-Moore) said. “This is a
horrible deal for the state of
Oklahoma but a great deal for
the tribes.”
The measure was signed
into law by Gov. Mary Fallin.
An emergency clause attached
to the bill failed, which means
it does not become law until
90 days after the legislature’s
sine die deadline in late May.

years, but the vote failed to receive majority “yes” votes.
Norris said all prior Osage
constitutions

(1861,

1881,

1994) had some form of Osage
judicial election process and
said it is believed by some
“that judicial elections undermine the independence of the
courts and encourage judges
to act as politicians, judges are
not politicians.”
ON Supreme Court Chief
Justice Meredith Drent echoed
similar

concerns

regarding

elected judges during two pri-

• Osage Nation Police Department 2015-2018 $4,383,337

or Congressional committee

• Emergency Management Department from 2015-2018 $842,664

meetings as did members of

• Immersion School from 2016-2018 $1,758,279
• Wildland Fire Department from 2017-2018 $677,129
• The Osage Nation employs 1,164 full time employees with 497 of those employees working in its government programs and service activities with 2017
gross payrolls for Osage Nation totaling $23,135,099
and $43,504,296 for the Osage Nation Casinos.
• The Nation and the Osage Nation Casinos have also
paid $391,080 annually in discretionary sponsorships that benefit many residents of Osage County.
“The Regional Director finds that the loss of ad valorem taxes
from the Tulsa Back 75 property will have a minimal economic
impact on Osage County and that the numerous contributions
made and services provided by the Osage Nation more than offset the loss of ad valorem taxes,” Streater wrote.

Veterans

Osage Impact, which wrote
–from Page 3

an open letter to the Congress

nations and to work on marketing for the memorial and
personalized bricks.
Commission member John Henry Mashunkashey said
he’s been visiting other tribal veteran memorials for research. During the meeting, the commission voted for
Mashunkashey to continue research on brick types as the
construction rebidding process continues.
The Veterans Memorial Commission has its own web page
for more information on the commission members and legislation establishing the memorial online at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/veterans-memorial-commission
DeRoin MA1 (SW)(Ret), who is the point of contact for
the memorial project, can be reached at (918) 287-9729 and
email for the Veterans Memorial Commission is osage.veterans@osagenation-nsn.gov.

stating: “The judiciary must
always remain impartial, independent

and

follow

the

rule of law. If the Legislative
Branch feels judicial selection
reform is needed, it must be
approached in a more thoughtful and careful manner.”
The Congress will next meet
for Day 18 of the Hun-Kah Session Monday, April 16, at 10
a.m. in the Capitol Building.
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Osage Nation AG’s
office still working on
obtaining DNA samples
in Lintner case
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
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Osage News Editorial Board
cancels future Candidate Debates
Osage News
Under the advisement of the
Osage Nation Attorney General’s office, and due to the way
the Independent Press Act is
currently written, the Osage
News Editorial Board has canceled the remaining Congressional and Minerals Council
Candidate Debates scheduled
for April 14 and April 28.
The editorial board met in
a Special Meeting on April 4
at the Osage News offices in
downtown Pawhuska to discuss the legality of the News
staff hosting the debates. They
also discussed the recusals
of board members Jerri Jean
Branstetter and Teresa Lamsam during election season.
Both issues came to the attention of Attorney General
Holli Wells after Congresswoman Shannon Edwards
complained about the legality
of the debates and whether
interim appointments should
be made for Branstetter and
Lamsam. Edwards has publicly stated that Branstetter
and Lamsam are recusing
from their board duties for the
entire Osage election season,
which is not true. Branstetter
and Lamsam are only recusing
if Osage News Editor Shannon
Shaw Duty has a specific editorial issue in covering Congressional candidates Angela Pratt
or Thomas Trumbly. Pratt
is the niece of Branstetter

and Trumbly is the brother
of Lamsam, and it is against
Osage News election policy for
any member of the board to
be involved in decisions about
candidates that are of the first
or second degree. Only if Shaw
Duty has a specific editorial issue with both Pratt and Trumbly at the same time would
Branstetter and Lamsam have
to recuse and the board would
lose quorum. Shaw Duty has
only had two issues with candidate coverage in the past 11
years.
The Osage News has provided Candidate Debates for
the offices of Principal Chief,
Assistant Principal Chief and
Osage Congress since 2010.
Additional Osage News candidate debates have been held in
2012, 2014, 2016 and one Principal Chief Candidate Debate
in February of this year. The
News has also provided a Minerals Council debate in 2014
and planned on another debate for candidates this year.
The issue of the legality of
the Debates comes after Shaw
Duty canceled a second Chief’s
debate on March 2, due to lack
of funding, which drew Edwards’ ire. The cancellation
also upset Congresswoman
Maria Whitehorn, who is running for chief and is also being
supported by Edwards. Both
Congresswomen have continually expressed their disappointment to the editorial

board, the editor and staff in
the form of emails, phone calls
and face-to-face conversations.
Whitehorn has also expressed
her disappointment on her
campaign Facebook page.
According to the Independent Press Act, sections 12-106
G and 12-108 E, pertaining to
the editorial board and editor
and staff, it states they “…
shall serve their terms of office
free from political influence
from any Executive, Judicial
or Legislative officials of any
Branch, Division or Department of the government of the
Osage Nation …”
However, when it pertains
to the News hosting the debates AG Holli Wells said the
way the law is currently written, it prohibits the Editorial
Board and Editor from participating in any political campaign or “political activity,”
such as a debate. However, she
said there was nothing in the
law that prevents the News
staff from asking questions at
a candidate debate that wasn’t
hosted by the Osage News.
The board voted unanimously to cancel the debates
following Wells’ explanation.
Shaw Duty told the board she
has reached out to a new local
Osage grassroots organization
called Osage Impact in hopes
they will carry on the civic service the debates provided for
Osage voters.

Minerals Council set to fight latest wind
farm project slated for Osage County
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
The Osage Minerals Council
is pushing back against an attempt by a Chicago-based energy company to set up a wind
farm in Osage County.
On April 18, the council approved a resolution authorizing
an appeal of a conditional use
permit approved the week before by the Osage County Board
of Adjustment for a proposed
wind farm near Grainola.
As worded, the resolution
does not stipulate whether the
appeal will be filed through
state, tribal or federal court.
Approved on April 12 by a
3-1 margin, the proposed project, known as Silver Spoke,
would have up to 64 turbines
on generating an estimated
158.6 megawatts of energy.
Construction is scheduled to
start in late 2019 and the project would come online in 2020.
Before casting the lone no
vote, board member Rick Hedrick said the board was simply
trying to balance the interests
of the county and acknowledged that their decision could
be overturned in court.
“This is the third one we’ve
considered,” he said. “In my
mind, a lot of the issues are the
same. The difference has been
the location. Everything else
has been about the same.”
According to Invenergy, the

company attempting to build
the wind farm, Silver Spoke is
slated to create between 200300 construction jobs and up
to eight full-time maintenance
jobs once the turbines are
online. Osage County would
receive $18 million in property taxes over the lifetime of
the project and landowners
are projected to receive about
$44 million.
A power purchase agreement is already in place with
Associated Electric Cooperative Inc., for the energy generated from the proposed project.
AECI works with six regional generation and transmission cooperatives that in
turn serve 51 smaller cooperatives across northeastern Oklahoma, Missouri and
southern Iowa, including Indian Electric Cooperative in
Cleveland, Okla., which has
more than 3,400 customers in
Osage County.
Members of the Board of
Adjustment were unable to
answer questions about how
the project would impact the
Osage Nation’s mineral estate,
much to the chagrin of several
council members.
“It shows to me that they’re
not willing to talk to us at this
point,” Councilwoman Cynthia
Boone said.
Under federal statute, any
mining activity conducted in
Osage County requires a per-

mit from the Bureau of Indian
Affairs. In fall 2017, the 10th
Circuit Court sided with the
Osage Minerals Council that
the definition of “mining” includes digging up, crushing
and replacing rocks. A Supreme Court challenge to that
ruling is still pending.
When pressed by council members, Osage Agency
Superintendent Robin Phillips said that her office was
not appraised of the project
prior to the Board of Adjustment’s vote but would be
sending inspectors out to the
area soon.
Osage Nation Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
was not at the Board of Adjustment meeting and authorized
the tribe’s director of strategic
planning and self-governance,
Candy Thomas, to read into
the record a 2017 column written by the chief explaining the
tribe’s opposition to wind operations in Osage County.
At the April 17 Osage Minerals Council meeting, Chief
Standing Bear reiterated his
opposition to wind energy projects in Osage County and put
his support behind the minerals council.
“Our police department
stands ready to carry out any
lawful orders from the tribal
court for you,” he said.
“We will follow your lead.
We support what you’ve done.”

Efforts are underway to obtain DNA samples as part of a
disenrollment case working its
way through the Osage Nation
trial court.
During a status conference
Wednesday
afternoon
regarding Osage Nation v. Reta
Marie Lintner, Assistant Attorney General Clint Patterson said a contract has been
signed with Bio-Gene DNA
Testing LLC, an Oregon-based
company that specializes in
DNA testing to determine
familial relationships.
Additionally, initial contact
has been made with all 19 people who will be subject to testing. However, the company
relies on email addresses for
communicating with test subjects, something several of the
involved parties in the Lintner
case do not have.
“Some of these people do not
have email,” Patterson said.
“It’s possible that could delay
the process.”
Noting the membership office’s use of DNA testing in paternity cases, Judge Lee Stout
ordered the Attorney General’s
office in December to collect

samples from 11 known descendants of Paschal Canville,
an original allotee from whom
Lintner and her family claims
descent and via the Osage Nation Membership Act, eligibility for tribal citizenship.
“We’ve made more progress,” Judge Stout said. “That’s
encouraging. Surely there’s a
way to get around the lack of
email addresses, though.”
A petition for Lintner’s removal was first filed in April
2016 after the membership department staff reviewed a file
directly connected to Lintner
and noticed a notation that
said the person was not eligible for a CDIB.
Lintner’s family claims that
they are Canville’s descendants through an illegitimate
daughter, Lola Brown.
If Lintner is found not to be
a legitimate tribal citizen, she
and her relatives could be ordered to repay any Osage Nation financial benefits received
while enrolled with the tribe,
such as scholarship money
from the Higher Education Department, services paid for by
the tribe’s Health Benefit Card
or Financial Services’ crisis assistance money.
The next court date is scheduled for June 20 at 1:30 p.m.

Tenth Circuit dismisses
Donelson case due to
insufficient standing
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
DENVER — The 10th Circuit Court has upheld the dismissal of a class action lawsuit against the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and almost 30 Osage County oil and gas producers.
Citing a lack of clearly defined offensive final actions, a
three-judge panel with the Denver-based appeals court issued an unpublished opinion on April 5 ruling that the class
action spearheaded by Osage County landowners Martha
Donelson and John Friend did not have sufficient standing
and affirming the Northern District Court of Oklahoma’s
March 2016 decision to dismiss.
Writing for the panel, Judge Carlos Lucero noted that the
landowners did not explicitly state which federal actions
they had sufficient legal standing to contest.
“Although the issuance of a lease generally qualifies as
a final agency action…plaintiffs have failed to specify with
any degree of clarity which agency actions they are seeking
to challenge,” Judge Carlos Lucero wrote. “A district court
presented with such vague statements cannot determine its
jurisdiction.”
First filed in Osage County District Court in 2014 by
Donelson, the lawsuit claimed that the Bureau of Indian
Affairs flouted the National Environmental Policy Act for
a generation by not requiring environmental assessments
on each individual drilling lease. Instead, the BIA’s Osage
Agency relied on a county-wide environmental assessment
conducted in 1979.
Along with trespassing-related damages, the litigation
sought to have all oil and gas leases in the county declared
unlawful, which would have potentially shut down all Osage
oil royalty income.
The lawsuit originally only named Devon Energy as a defendant but was eventually expanded to include the Department of the Interior, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and 27
oil and gas companies that had at least one lease, drilling
permit or concession agreement in Osage County.

Congress confirms five
individuals to serve on
Osage Nation boards
Benny Polacca
Osage News
During the 2018 Hun-Kah
Congressional Session, the
Fifth Osage Nation Congress
voted to confirm five individuals to serve three-year terms
on the Nation’s respective
boards.
Appointed by Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear,
those five individuals served
as interim board members
pending confirmation votes by
the Congress. Those who received confirmation votes are:
• Julie Malone, who received a 10-0 unanimous

confirmation vote to serve
on the Gaming Enterprise Board on April 18.
This is the first board
term for Malone who is a
retired gaming industry
professional with work
experience at the former
Osage Million Dollar Elm
Casino and Muscogee
(Creek) Nation Gaming.

• Nancy Pillsbury Shirley, who received a 10-0
unanimous confirmation
vote to serve on the ON
Foundation Board. ShirSee Boards
—Continued on Page 10
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ON Congress ends
Hun-Kah Session,
approves $250k bill for
Bluestem Ranch Board
Osage News
The Fifth Osage Nation Congress voted to end the 2018
Hun-Kah Session shortly before 7 p.m. April 19 and voted
on several bills before adjourning. The following economic
development-related bills passed with majority votes:
• ONCA 18-16, which is a $250,000 appropriation bill
for the Bluestem Ranch LLC Board. The bill passed
with an 8-2 vote.
• ONCA 18-20 - A bill to authorize and appropriate up
to $450,000 to meet a 15 percent matching contribution requirement for the Community Connect Grant
for the Pawhuska Overlay service area.
• ONCA 18-22 - A bill to authorize and appropriate
approximately $50,000 to both Osage LLC and Tallgrass Economic Development LLC boards for board
member stipends.
• The Congress voted down appropriation bill ONCA
18-05 which was a $400,000 appropriation for the
Osage Nation Energy Services LLC. The bill failed
with a 6 (yes) - 4 (no) votes. A motion to reconsider
the vote on this bill also failed.
• Also, the Congress failed to confirm Jim Parris for another term on the Osage LLC Board. The vote failed
with a 4-4 vote and two abstentions. Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn was not allowed to vote
to break the 4-4 tie due to his acting Principal Chief
status today through April 23 while Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear is out of the office. The acting
Principal Chief designation is noted in an April 18
Executive Branch memorandum. Red Corn asked the
Congressional Clerk to note for the record he objected
to not being allowed to vote in breaking tie votes that
day.
All passed legislation will go to the Executive Branch for
consideration of signing into law.
Check back to www.osagenews.org for more updates on
legislative items considered in the Hun-Kah Session.

Board
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ley has more than 40
years of experience in the
business and nonprofit
industries and received
her first Foundation Board
confirmation in 2009 by
the First ON Congress.
• Michael Bristow, who
received a unanimous
10-0 vote to serve on the
ON Health Authority
Board. Bristow, a licensed
speech pathologist, will
serve his first term on the
five-member board. Bristow’s appointment comes
after Mike Moore, president and COO of Jane
Phillips Medical Center
in Bartlesville, resigned
from the HAB in January.
• Ladd Oilfield, who received a 9-0-1 confirmation vote to serve on
the Nation’s Bluestem
Ranch LLC Board. The
vote count includes one
abstention from Congress-

woman Shannon Edwards.
Oilfield, a veterinarian,
will serve his first term
on the ranch board.
• Belle Hill Wilson, who
received a 9-0-1 confirmation vote to serve a second
term on the ON Election
Board. Congresswoman
Alice Goodfox abstained
from voting for Wilson,
who is her aunt. Wilson
recused herself from
Election Board duties for
the June 4 election activities and business matters for the 2018 election
after Goodfox filed to run
for re-election seeking
a third Congressional
term. Wilson will resume
her board duties after
the Election Board (with
alternate board member
Anita Fields now serving)
completes all business
related to the June 4
election, which includes
certifying the results and
conducting any requested ballot recounts.

Courtesy Photo

Norris Freddrick, P66 Contractor Coordinator, Dennis Newland, P66 Turnaround Coordinator, George Pease III, President, D&P Tank Service, Inc.,
Brad Irons, Secretary/Treasurer, D&P Tank Service, Inc. and Cody VanHoesen, Safety Director, D&P Tank Service, Inc.

Osage-owned company
receives Phillips 66 Award
Osage News
D&P Tank Service, Inc., received the Phillips 66, 2017 Performance & Safety Award, during the March 27 Contractors Safety Alliance in Ponca City. The award is given to a select group
of contractors each year who demonstrate professional and advanced skills regarding the performance and completion of their
specific crafts. During the course of 2017 D&P completed a total
of 63,494 man hours without any recordable incidents. D&P has
received this award 25 of the 26 years the program has been
in effect.
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John HorseChief and Tammy Baldauff pose by the Osage Village State Historic Site sign on
the first stop of Day 4 of the 2018 Osage Heritage Sites Visit. The participants were taken on
a tour by Missouri State Park representatives.
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ON Congress passes
several bills during
Hun-Kah Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With the final week of the
2018 Hun-Kah Session in
progress, the Fifth Osage Nation Congress passed several
pieces of legislation before the
24-day session ends.
The Congress adjourned
their spring session on April
19. Those bills and resolutions passing will go to the
Executive Branch for signature consideration from
Principal
Chief
Geoffrey
Standing Bear. Passed bills/
resolutions include:
• ONCA 17-66 (sponsored by Congresswoman Alice Goodfox)
is a bill to increase the
annual maximum payment to associate ON
Trial Court judges for
research and writing
work to $24,000 from
$10,000. The bill will
amend a previous law
(ONCA 14-39) that sets
the annual salary and
expense allowances for
the elected officials in
the executive and legislative branches, as well
as judges in the Judicial
Branch.
• ONCA 17-92 (Goodfox)
is a bill to amend the
definition of a national
emergency for the Nation in the Congressional special session law.
According to the amended law, the Principal
Chief or Congressional
Speaker may declare
a national emergency
and waive the 10-day
session notice for a special session for purposes
that include: “a state
of emergency causing a
disruption in services
from the Burial Assistance Fund, the Osage
Nation Higher Education Scholarship Fund,
or the Health Benefit
Plan Fund.”
• ONCA 17-121 (Congresswoman
Shannon Edwards) is a bill
to amend the Osage
law establishing the
Nation’s
merit-based
employment
system.
According to the bill,
this law is renamed the
“Osage Nation Merit Based Employment
System Act” to replace
the
old
“Workforce
Pay for Performance
Act.” The bill includes
new
law
sections
“to clarify the law is
intended
to
satisfy
the
Osage
Constitutional
mandates for the Congress
to establish a merit
principled system of
employment; to authorize the Department
of Human Resources
of the Osage Nation to
implement the system;
to include a grievance
procedure and exhaustion requirement prior
to seeking review in the
Trial Court.”
• ONCA 18-04 (Edwards)

is an appropriation bill
to provide a $134,750
appropriation to the
Osage Minerals Council
for the current 2018 fiscal year. According to a
fiscal analysis, the money will come from the
general treasury and
will be used for occupancy and indirect costs
for its office space in
the Chambers building
on the ON government
campus.

• ONCA 18-07 (Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt) is a $202,137
supplemental appropriation to the ON Wildland Fire Management
Department for updated communication
equipment. The money
will come from the Nation’s general treasury.
• ONCA
18-08
(Congressman RJ Walker)
is a $30,000 appropriation bill to replenish
the Nation’s Regional
Gathering Fund, which
provides available funding to Osage organizations who apply for the
funding to offset regional gathering event
costs.
The
funding
comes from the general treasury and will be
placed in the revolving
Regional
Gathering
Fund for subsequent fiscal years, according to a
fiscal analysis.
• ONCA 18-09 (Pratt) is
a $268,458 supplemental appropriation bill
for the Nation’s Willow
Tree Residential Treatment Centers for operational costs and staffing
for the ON Primary
Residential Treatment
(PRT) facilities that
serve clients recovering
from alcohol and substance abuse. According
to a fiscal analysis, the
appropriation will cover
four months of operation costs for the women’s newly built PRT
facility and five months
of operations for the
men’s facility, including
new furniture for the
buildings and the money will come from the
general treasury.
• ONCA 18-17 (Congresswoman Alice Goodfox)
is “an act to authorize
victims of domestic violence, sexual assault
or stalking to have confidential addresses acknowledged and utilized
by the (ON) so they can
still receive (tribal government) services.”
• ONCA 18-18 (Goodfox) is an act “to amend
the criminal code to
strengthen the language and increase
penalties for violence
and domestic violence
crimes authorized by
the (federal) Violence
Against Women Act and
the Indian Civil Rights
Act.”
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clan priest with the Arkansas Osage named Mad
Buffalo convinced the
northern Osage in Arkansas to create a huge war
party to drive the Cherokee out of Arkansas. A
U.S. commander bluffed
to the Osage about a large
number of white soldiers
coming in the area and
promised the Osage that
if they didn’t attack, they
would stop the Cherokee
from attacking. The Osage
believed the commander and did not attack the
Cherokee. However, later in the fall of 1821 the
Cherokee raided the Pasona and Pasuga villages
again, or Claremore and
Black Dog’s villages. The
Osage were out on a buffalo hunt but this time
they did not leave their
elderly and young behind,
having learned from the
1817 massacre. The Osage
had split into two groups,
the first group made up
of warriors and the second group made up of the
remaining villagers. The
Cherokee, who were pursuing the Osage also split
into two groups to follow them. The Cherokee
group that caught up with
the Osage warriors were
all but annihilated. The
Cherokees that followed
the Osage villagers killed
many of them, but not all.
In 1825 the Osage ceded
all their lands, other than
their lands in Kansas, but
some of the Osage did not
recognize the treaty and
stayed behind.
The 1830 removal act
passed and in 1834 an
influx of tribes are being removed from their
homelands to Indian Territory. They have to pass
through Fort Smith in Arkansas on their way. The
large number of tribes
coming through make
game scarce and cause
the tribes to war for lands
and resources. The Osage
have villages near Fort
Gibson. The influx of other
tribes angered the Osage,
causing them to war with
the Cherokee again. The
legacy of the Osage still
remains in the area with
many Osage names still in
the area.
Fort Gibson operated
for several years after the
Osage left, it was the original capitol for the Cherokee, or was nearby. Fort
Gibson played a big role in
keeping the peace among
the other tribes that had
to settle and pass through
while they were being
removed to Indian Territory, which is present
day Oklahoma.
It was the Osage’s decision to leave for southern
Kansas. They didn’t want
to go, they wanted to stay,
but at that point so many
other tribes had been
moved into that area because of the Trail of Tears,
there wasn’t enough resources in the area to sustain their way of life.
George Caitlin, who
famously painted Chief
Black Dog and other
Osages, reportedly painted Black Dog at Fort
Gibson, Rogers said. The
portrait of Chief Claremore was not actually of
Chief Claremore, it was
of his son, who was also
named Claremore. There
were never any Osages
stationed at Fort Gibson,
but there were some small
camps around the fort to
do trade. The Osage were
at Claremore and Black
Dog’s villages, Pasona and
Pasuga. The tribes that
were removed from the
East and passed through
Fort Gibson included
the Cherokee, Creek,
Chickasaw,
Seminole
and Choctaw.

Dr. Robert Warrior named to the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The American Academy of
Arts and Sciences selected its
238th class of inductees and
Osage Scholar, author, activist, Dr. Robert Warrior, is
among them.
Warrior, Osage, is a Hall
Distinguished Professor of
American Literature & Culture and has joint appointment
in the departments of English
and American Studies at the
University of Kansas. He
teaches courses and researches across many disciplines
and specialties, including intellectual history, American
literature, social movements,
history, theory and comparative indigeneity, according to a
prepared release.
He is the author of “Tribal
Secrets: Recovering American
Indian Intellectual Traditions”
and “The People and the Word:
Reading Native Nonfiction”
and co-author of “Like a Hurricane: The Indian Movement
from Alcatraz to Wounded
Knee,” “American Indian Literary Nationalism” and “Reasoning Together: The Native
Critics Collective,” according
to the release.
Warrior, along with 213 oth-

Dr. Robert Warrior

er individuals, will be inducted
into the Academy in October
in Cambridge, Mass. Among
the inductees are former U.S.
President Barack Obama, U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor, actor Tom Hanks
and Oglala Lakota journalist
Tim Giago. At the ceremony
the newly elected members will
sign the Book of Members, and
their signatures will be added
to the Academy members who
came before them, including
Benjamin Franklin (1781) and
Alexander Hamilton (elected
1791) in the eighteenth century; Ralph Waldo Emerson,
(1864), Maria Mitchell (1848),
and Charles Darwin (1874)
in the nineteenth; and Albert

Einstein (1924), Robert Frost
(1931), Margaret Mead (1948),
Milton Friedman (1959), and
Martin Luther King, Jr. (1966)
in the twentieth, according to
the release.
As part of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences’ commitment to recognizing
and celebrating excellence,
213 individuals in a wide
range of disciplines and professions have been elected as
members of the Class of 2018.
Founded in 1780, the Academy
honors exceptional scholars,
leaders, artists, and innovators and engages them in sharing knowledge and addressing
challenges facing the world,
according to the release.
Warrior is a member of the
Grayhorse District and dances with his wife and three
children at the June In-LonSchka dances each year. The
238th class of new Academy
members is available at www.
amacad.org/members.
Osage News: What was
your initial reaction to learning this news?
Warrior: I was surprised,
delighted, and honored all at
the same time to learn that I
had been elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. I write so many letters

evaluating people who are up
for awards and honors that at
first I assumed the academy
was writing to ask me to help
them evaluate someone who
was being considered for an
award, then realized they were
writing to tell me that they
were recognizing me. That was
a great feeling.
Osage News: What does
this mean to you personally?
Warrior: Personally, what I
find the most gratifying about
being elected to the academy is
the endorsement it represents
of the choice I made at the
start of my scholarly career to
focus on the American Indian and Indigenous world and
to continue doing so in spite
of sometimes facing setbacks
or not getting jobs, hearing
the message that focusing on
the American Indian world
is not enough, is too narrow,
too specialized, not worthy. I
have never really doubted my
position, but dealing with the
consequences can be frustrating. It’s satisfying to be able
to point to something like this
that demonstrates that things
have maybe started to change.
Osage News: What do you
See Warrior
—Continued on Page 18
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Amendment to Constitution
could quell fears of Nation
takeover of mineral estate
Rosemary Wood
Osage News

Amendment to Constitution
could quell fears of Nation takeover of mineral estate
In December, Osage Minerals
Council Res. 3-237 demonstrated
Headright Holders’ grave concerns
regarding the relationship between themselves and the Osage
Nation. Res. 3-237 authorized legal counsel to research ways and
means to “… restore the Osage
Mineral Estate to the exclusive
authority of the Osage Minerals
Council ...” Based on the results of
counsel’s research, the OMC found
it best not to bring legal action in
the form of a lawsuit. However,
fear of a hostile takeover of the
Mineral Estate by the Nation remains. Among many it still does.
It seems to me that by demonstrating a friendly, respectful,
hands-off approach, the Osage Nation Congress has quelled most,
if not all, fears of a takeover. The
fear of an Executive Branch “takeover of the Mineral Estate,” however, remains and if anything,
among some, spreads and grows
more entrenched. I personally believe the words of the 2006 Constitution “sounds like” the door has
been opened for the Nation to take
over the management of the Osage
Mineral Estate. If that is not the
intent; and if saying that which
is intended will help re-establish
unity, then please let’s do amend
the document to make it say that
which is meant.
In reading both the 2006 and
the 1994 Constitution, it is obvious to me that provisions establishing the Nation’s powers and
authorities can be made while, at
the same time, adhering closely to
the original intent of the 1906 Act.
The 2006 Constitution, compared
with the 1994, sounds obtrusive
and over-reaching. Please, read
the two and make your own evaluation.
CONSTITUTION
OF
THE
OSAGE NATION – RATIFIED
1994:
ARTICLE II. PROTECTION OF
THE MINERAL ESTATE (p.1)
CONSTITUTION
OF
THE
OSAGE NATION – RATIFIED
2006;
ARTICLE XV. NATURAL RESOURCES AND MINERALS
MANAGEMENT
(p.18)
Together, as a group, a people,
the Wah-Zha-Zhi are strong. We
are here despite colonizers’ efforts.
We have survived, thrived even,
against difficult odds. Make no
mistake; there are still those who
covet our land and resources. Our
greatest strength is in working together. Our greatest weakness is
in working at odds. Let us work
together to make the Constitution
satisfactory to us all.
Some of the objectionable
phraseology of the 2006 CONSTITUTION is found in Article XV
and shown herein. Sec. 2) minerals … are hereby reserved to the
Osage Nation: 3) right to income
protected by Osage Nation: 4) the
rights of members of the Osage
Nation to income derived from
that of the mineral estate are protected. // leases approved … by the
Council shall be deemed approved
by the Osage Nation unless, … objection received from the office of
the Principal Chief … // OMC administrative authority delegated
under this Constitution.
When I mentioned to Chief

Rosemary Wood

Standing Bear that many Council
Members and Annuitants did not
like requiring the OMC to send
leases to the Office of the Chief for
approval, he said he didn’t like it
either. If you don’t like it, he said,
change it. He then showed me ARTICLE XX – AMENDMENT OF
CONSTITUTION. I thanked him
and said I would.
Please consider amending the
2006 Osage Nation Constitution
Article XV Natural Resources and
Minerals Management to read as
follows.
AMEND TO READ – Taken from
Osage Nation Constitution 1994
SECTION 1. “Ownership of the
mineral estate of the Osage Indian
Reservation is to be determined by
the Act of June 28, 1906, 34 Stat.
539, as amended. The right to receive income from the mineral estate is vested in those allottees and
their successors in interest whose
names and shares appear on the
Osage Headright Quarterly Annuity Roll, maintained by the Secretary
of the Interior, as amended from
time to time, as provided by Federal law. No authority is granted to
the Osage National Council or any
department created by this Constitution over the Osage Tribal Council on matters of mineral estate or
to affect the right of individuals to
receive income from its mineral estate so long as they are protected by
Federal law.”
SECTION 2. “The mineral estate
shall be administered by the Osage
Tribal Council who shall be elected
and shall serve in accordance with
the provisions of the Act of June 28,
1906….; Provided, that no elected
official of the Osage Tribal Council
shall be eligible to hold any other
elected office in the Osage Nation;
and Provided further, that all resolutions, laws and ordinances of the
Osage National Council that adversely impacts the mineral estate
shall reviewed by the Osage Tribal
Council and the Secretary of the
Interior, and shall require Secretary approval for legal validity. Any
resolution, law or ordinance of the
Osage National Council which adversely impact the mineral estate,
as determined by the Secretary of
the Interior through his disapproval, shall be invalid by law.”
–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary
Wood is a former two-time Osage Tribal Councilwoman and graduated from
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in
1963, the University of Oklahoma in
1965, and from Rutgers University in
1971 with a Master of Science in Psychiatric Nursing.

How to submit a Letter to the Editor
If you would like to submit a letter to
the editor, please mail it to the Osage
News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 619
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send
email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters
must be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited
for grammar, clarity and space.
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Our stories matter
Ruby Murray
Guest Columnist

I spent most of April at Ragdale, a
residency for writers and artists in Lake
Forest outside of Chicago. Toward the
end of my stay, I offered a writing workshop at the American Indian Center in
Chicago, which is one of the oldest urban Indian centers in the country. Using Osage and Native authors’ work as
prompts, participants (including several
Osages) wrote about food, meals they remembered, about decisions our families
had made or been forced to make about
where we would live. When we wrote
about photographs we treasured, someone wrote about his grandfather, the
only photo he had of a man who passed
from his life early, but who had imparted many of his values nonetheless. It
was touching to feel the tenuousness
of life, of generations passing, and the
knowledge and love between us.
The week while my residency wound
down, the Osage Historic Preservation
Department set out on a trip across
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri and
Kansas to battlefields, forts, old villages and sacred sites, ending at the Osage
Mission in Kansas, where the Osage
lived before they traveled to the current
reservation.
I appreciated the Osages who posted
photos from the trip and Osage News
Editor Shannon Shaw Duty’s coverage, including her streaming a ghost
tour from the Crescent Hotel in Eureka
Springs, Ark. Osages have a loose connection on social media, an ongoing conversation sharing comments and jokes
and photographs that’s almost as much
fun as being together in real life.
The photographs of Saint Francis
Hieronymo Church reminded me of
the trip I took to St. Paul, Kans., to the
Osage Mission on a trip Vann Bighorse
organized in 2012 through the Wah Zah
Zhi Cultural Department.
We rode to St. Paul in a bus from the
casino, cushier than a stiff-springed van
we’d taken on an earlier cultural walk.
Several Osage women sat in the back of
the bus, laughing as we joked our way
up to the old mission, and it felt like being in high school. When we toured the
church at St. Paul that year, the crosses
were covered in purple for Lent. I have a
finger rosary from that trip in my office.
I remember sitting across from Mary
Bighorse in the Osage Mission-Neosho
County Historical Society’s museum,
eating meat pies for lunch and hearing
about the history of the Osage in the
area. As a reader and a writer, a lover of
libraries, I appreciate W. W. Graves Research Collection, which gathered local
history including Graves’ compilations
of facts and references from local sources regarding the missions to the Osage.
Graves found his life work as a newspaperman, as an author collecting stories
and history. As a writer, I understand
Graves saying, “I have always written
because I couldn’t help doing it; it has
been the accolade of earthly happiness
to be engaged in assembling data for another book.”
The Jesuits came to Kansas at the
Osage’s request. The priests set up a
school and their records of individual students, the political events of the
day, as well as their church records are
valuable to Osages. In 2017, the Osage
Nation Foundation funded the preservation of the Jesuit records. The Jesuits translated the Bible into Osage and
created dictionaries. When the project is
finished, the Osage Nation Museum will
have an exhibit of those papers and artifacts. I have appreciated the letters and
journals that give insight into daily life

Ruby Murray
of the Osage students and the priests
who were their teachers.
I remember standing in the cemetery
and hearing about the priests who had
come among the Osage like Father Bax
playing jacks, and then listening to Felix
Diskin tell us the story of the cemetery
being moved, the Indian children buried
in a mass grave. They were re-buried in
a mass grave by the same fathers who
processed the decomposing remains
of nuns, each in her own small casket,
from one side of the parish grounds to
the other, when they had to move the
cemetery. There were no names on the
marker. We brought flowers and prayed
at the grave, that visit also. It feels good
to know that we continue to honor those
who died there.
We were quiet on the way home,
touched at having seen the single grave
for all the Wah Zha Zhi children at
the school where they died of measles
and fever.
On the way home that day, five or six
of us stood outside a restaurant on Highway 169 south of Coffeyville, a couple of
tall men with braids, one tall woman,
the rest of us were short and heavier.
One of the men was smoking; we were
stretching in the warm spring day. In
the restaurant, it was crowded, a railing
kept people moving past an ice cream
counter.
An overweight gray-haired couple
got out of a small car they’d parked in
a handicapped spot by the restaurant.
They looked at us and the bus and back.
“You Indian?” the woman said, her
hands clamped on an aluminum walker.
The words hung between us. She said,
“Is that your bus?”
I said, “We went on a field trip.”
The woman looked at the bus again,
the dark-haired girl with the cleavage
and the big smile and started her walker clinking toward the restaurant. I can
hear my friend, who has since passed,
saying, “She sure was hoping we had
slots in there” and the way we laughed.
I wish I could have gone on this trip,
but I appreciate being reminded of those
good times. I returned to St. Paul after
the first trip with the Osage, and Felix
and Margaret Diskin were generous
hosts. We drove along the river, looking
at old Osage village locations. I’m grateful to remember both the good times and
those who have gone before.

April

Warrior

–from Page 16
reflect on when you think about your
career?
Warrior: When I reflect on my career, I always consider myself fortunate
to have come along at the time I did,
when so many opportunities in the academic world were coming into formation and also when some of the major
work that needed to be done in Native American and Indigenous studies
was, for whatever reason, exactly the
sort of work I am well-suited for and
happened to have been well-trained
to do. When I first became involved in
American Indian studies in the mid1980s, for instance, scholars in the

field had a tremendous need to come to
an understanding of the vast amount
of written work by previous generations of American Indian writers and
scholars, which is something that has
been a preoccupation of mine since my
earliest work on the writings of John
Joseph Mathews and Vine Deloria, Jr.
That work has grown and changed for
me, embracing not only people who
write books, but also journalists, filmmakers, dancers, video game designers, comic book artists, and more, and I
continue to feel fortunate to be seeking
as a scholar to find and understand the
vibrant pulse of the many ways people
in Indigenous communities find to express themselves and their ideas.

Community
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Wrestling

–from Page 1

Kids Wrestling Association.
The heavyweight division is
for girls weighing 100 pounds
to up to 160 pounds. To win
the World Championship she
wrestled against girls from
California, Washington, Hawaii, Oregon and Oklahoma.
Her father, Brian Edwards,
has been coaching her since
she was 5. Her father is also
the high school softball, wrestling and baseball coach for
Wagoner Public Schools. He is
also taking his daughter to the
same wrestling tournaments
where he won when he was a
kid.
“As far as coaching my
daughter, I coach her like I do
any other kid I’ve coached over
the years. It’s a little tougher
coaching your daughter, your
youngest daughter anyway.
Tylen, she really takes it all
in, with me coaching and her
learning new moves and things
like that. It’s been a good experience for us since she started
wrestling,” he said. “Her approach to wrestling, when she
goes on the mat you can tell
she’s ready to go. When she’s
not wrestling she’s just that
happy, bubbly, 10-year-old kid
but when it’s time, she flips
the switch and she turns into
a more physical and focused
wrestler. That’s something
you can’t teach in athletics, to
be able to have that, to be able
to flip the switch.”
Cindee Edwards said when
Tylen first started wrestling
her only opponents were boys
and they didn’t know of many

Courtesy Photo

Tylen Edwards wrestling in Reno, Nev., at the 2018 Girls Flo Reno World
Championships.

other girls wrestling at that
age. It wasn’t until the past
two years they have noticed
more girls wrestling and there
are now a fair number of allgirls wrestling tournaments.
Tylen has been the 2017 and
2018 Tulsa National Champion and was the runner up
in 2016, which the 2016 tournament was the first all- girl
tournament. Tylen was the
2017 and 2018 Flo Kickoff
Champion, she was the 2018
United States Junior Open
Champion and named the
most outstanding wrestler at

the tournament. She has also
won several smaller tournaments around Tulsa and Osage
County.
Her trophy case is full, and
she jokingly said she would
have to put her bronze eagle
statuettes on the floor. She has
won four bald eagle trophies
and one gold eagle trophy
from the World Championship
Reno tournament; four singlet
wrestling uniforms; two rings;
three hoodies and numerous
medals in the past year.
As for what’s next, Cindee
Edwards said Tylen will keep
wrestling and next year she
will be in the 12 & under division, wrestling girls stronger
than her and who have possibly turned 13. “So, it will be a
tough year.”
Tylen Edwards is the daughter of Brian and Cindee Ed-

Linda Maker Long

Taylor Danielle Murray

Osage Tribal Princess
Sorority Honors Linda
Maker Long

Ernest Hood of Fairfax. Taylor
has accepted a position with
Tarrant County as an officer
in the Probation and Adult Supervision Department. Thank
you so much to the Osage
Nation for the monetary support during my tenure in
graduate school.

The Osage Tribal Princess
Sorority honored the 1966
Osage Tribal Princess, Linda
Maker Long (Hum-Pa To-Ka),
at their annual honor dance on
April 22.
She is of the Zo^-Zo-Li District and of the Deer Clan.
Her parents were the late LeRoy Maker (Osage/Ponca) and
Genny Lively Maker. Her paternal grandparents were Edgar Maker (original Allottee,
full-blood Osage) and Julia
Roy Cocklin Maker (Ponca).
Her great-grandfather and
great-grandmother were Tahhah-gah-hah (Deer Horn Maker), and Wah-hu-sah-e.
She has one sister, Cherri
Julia Maker Riding In (WaZha-Zhi Mi-Tsa-He) who is
married to Bob Riding In.
Linda has raised four children: Braden Maker; and
Gigi, Thomas, and James
Long. Linda is a retired cardiac nurse from Mercy Hospital
in Oklahoma City. Linda said
her heart is filled with gratitude to the Sorority for the
great honor.

Congratulations!

Taylor Danielle Murray
graduated from the University of North Texas in December
2017 with a Masters of Science
in Criminal Justice. She is the
daughter of Patrick and Julie
Murray of Howe, TX. She is
the granddaughter of the late
Francis Michael and Annabeth
Murray of Ralston and Judy
Hammond of Weleetka. She
is the great-granddaughter of

Congratulations!

Brooklynn Sepulvado, Osage

Emblem designed by Brooklynn
Sepulvado.

tribal member and junior at
Oklahoma State University
has received a gold medal in
an International Design contest representing OSU. Her
design was of a new mascot for
Union City High School. Her
design of the Union City Tigers is now in the high school’s
new gym, where she also graduated high school as Salutatorian in 2015. The presentation
of awards will be held in Tokyo. She has also won several other contests in graphic
design the past two years and
her human trafficking project
has now been entered in the
national competition. Brooklynn is the daughter of Christie and Durk Sepulvado and
the granddaughter of Ed and
Connie Feddersen.

wards and the granddaughter
Courtesy Photo

Tylen Edwards trophies for the 2018 Girls Flo Reno World Championships
and the coveted Trinity Award.

of Marilyn Boucher and Jesse
and Jerry Edwards.

Save the Date!

–Local Events Calendar

MAY
May 10
Riverside Indian School
Senior Honor Dance
Riverside Baseball Field
5 p.m. to midnight
For more information
contact (405) 227-6840
May 12
Grayhorse War Mothers
Annual Soldier Dance
Flag Raising at 1:30 p.m.
Supper at 5:30 p.m.
War Dance at 7 p.m.
For more information
contact Mary Elsberry at (918) 396-3314
May 20
Osage Shareholder’s
Association
Candidate Forum
Skiatook - Osage Casino
For more information
contact Susan Forman.
May 25 – 27
54th Annual Delaware
Pow Wow
Fred Fall-Leaf Memorial Campgrounds
For more information
contact (918) 766-3894

JUNE
June 1
Early Voting Day 1
For Osage Nation Congress

For more information
contact (918) 287-5286

Osage Casino - Skiatook
Proceeds go to benefit

June 2
Early Voting Day 2
For Osage Nation Congress
For more information
contact (918) 287-5286

the Pawnee/Osage

June 4
General Election Day
For more information
contact (918) 287-5286

at (580) 822-0088 or

June 7 - 10
Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka
Grayhorse, Oklahoma
June 14 - 17
Hominy In-Lon-Schka
Hominy, Oklahoma
June 28 - July1
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka
Pawhuska, Oklahoma

JULY

CASA program
For more information,
contact Rosemary Shaw
Paula Stabler at
(918) 237-7434

Registration now available
for ON Foundation
Summer Youth Camps
Osage News
The 7th Annual Osage Nation Foundation Youth Summer Camps are open for registration.
Camps for Dance, Golf and Photography will begin in
July. The camps are free of charge to Osage and area youth.
Osage preference will be considered. Transportation to and
from the camps is not provided.
Detailed descriptions of the camps are available on the
Foundation’s webpage, including dates, times, and curriculum for the camps.
To register for the camps visit www.osagefoundation.org.
For more information, contact Bill Webb at bwebb@legacyfem.com or call at (214) 205-7495.

Happy Birthday!
Happy Sweet 16 Shelby Mae

August 15 - 18
American
Indian Exposition
Caddo County

Miller!
She is the daughter of Brandy & Charley Miller of Barnsdall, Okla.
We all love you! Allison,

Fairgrounds

Corbin, Aunt Rose & Colby,

Anadarko, Oklahoma

Aunt Dana, Uncle Bill, Un-

––––––––––––––––––
Have an event? Send event

July 26 - 27
8th Annual Dhegiha
Language Conference
Downstream Casino Resort
Quapaw, Oklahoma
For more information contact William
Lynn at william.lynn@
osagenation-nsn.gov

information to the Osage News,

AUGUST

for validation, if necessary. Dead-

August 4-5
Osage Women’s Conference

line for the June issue is May 18,

Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
email sshaw@osagenews.org,
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make
sure to include event date, location, email and web address (if
applicable) and a phone number
where someone can be contacted

2018.

cle Randy, Aunt Mandi, Aunt
Sheena, Nana & Papa Mathes
& Memaw Nettie Miller.

Shelby Mae Miller

Obituaries

Rebecca Sue Cannon-Vap

Rebecca Sue Cannon-Vap

Rebecca Sue Cannon-Vap,
age 51, passed away on March
27, 2018, at her home in
Tonkawa, Okla., following a
long illness.
Rebecca was born on October 18, 1966, in Ponca City,
Okla., to Donny Edward and
Shirley Ann (Rowland) Cannon. Growing up she lived in
Albuquerque, N.M., before returning to Ponca City in 1979
where she graduated high
school with the class of 1984.
She obtained her LPN license
at the Vo-Tech nursing school
in Ponca City.
In February, 1988 she married Chris Vap and the couple
moved to Burlington, Okla.,
where they raised their four
children; Charles, Luke, Molley and Cheredan. She cared
for the elderly, working in
Northern Oklahoma and South
Central Kansas as a Nurse for
many years. She was a member of the Osage Nation.
Rebecca leaves behind her
husband, Chris of Newkirk,
Okla.; children, Charles, Luke,
Molley (currently serving in
the Air Force in Monterey, Calif.) and Cheredan of Tonkawa;
father, Donny Cannon of Albuquerque, N.M.; two sisters,
Leslie Tessmann of Luther,
Okla., Lacie Taylor of Enid,
Okla.; brother, Eddie Cannon
of Limon, Colo.; aunts and
uncles include: Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Reed of Fairfax, Okla.,
Rev. and Mrs. Don Walker of
Enid, Okla.; Donnis Cannon
of the Big Bend Community,
Russell Cannon of Grayhorse;
nieces, nephews, cousins and
dear friends. She was preceded
in death by her mother, Shirley Ann Cannon.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that a donation in

her honor be made to (Omrf)
Oklahoma Medical Research
Foundation, 825 NE 13th St.,
Oklahoma City, OK 731045005 or donate online at omrf.
org/gifts.
Rebecca will be remembered
as a loving daughter, sister,
mother and compassionate
caregiver.
A Graveside Service was
held on April 4, 2018, at the
Cannon-Martin Family Cemetery in the Big Bend Community, west of Ralston, Okla.,
with Rev. Don Walker, her
uncle, presiding. Interment
followed under the direction of
the Hunsaker-Wooten Funeral
Home. Friends may leave online condolences at www.hunsakerwootenfuneralhome.com

Harriett Patricia (Pat) Carr

Harriett Patricia
(Pat) Carr
Harriett Patricia (Pat) Carr,
age 93, was taken home to be
with the Lord on March 31,
2018. Pat was born in Pawhuska, Okla., on April 28, 1924.
She was a resident of Belmont
Assisted Living in Scottsdale,
Ariz., for the past two years.
She passed away peacefully at
Hospice of the Valley, Eckstein
Center where she spent her
last few days. She is preceded
in death by her mother, Felma
B. Leahy, her father William
T. Leahy and sister, Martha
Lou Schooling.
Pat will be missed by many
and is survived by her husband of 70 years Edward J.
Carr, her four children; John
Carr (Gerry), Colleen Klees
(Chuck), Tim Carr (Biruta),
and Kitty Rarrick (Ted). Seven grandchildren; Tracy Allen
(Chris), Jessica Draper (Billy),
Joshua Turner, Jordan Carr
(Dani), Chelsea Rarrick, Cole
Rarrick, and Casey Rarrick.
And five great-grandchildren;
Barrett Allen, Payton Allen,

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To apply
for a position with the Osage Nation go to www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/
application-form.Applicants are
welcome to attach a resume and/
or cover letter in addition. Please
note that all applicants tentatively selected for employment
with the Osage Nation will be required to submit to a urinalysis
to screen for illegal drug use. Employment will be contingent upon
drug test results. OSAGE / VETERAN / INDIAN PREFERENCE
IS CONSIDERED. Verification of
preference must be included with
application. For questions please
contact Taryn Crawford, Osage
Nation Employee Recruitment
Specialist at (918) 287-5445 or
email tcrawford@osagenation-nsn.
gov.
Personal Trainers Assistant
– Pawhuska High School Diploma or GED required; Associate’s
Degree preferred. Must be able to
work Monday – Friday 3 p.m. to 8
p.m. and Saturday 7:30 a.m. to 12
p.m. Must possess a current CPR/
AED certification and any first
aid certification or attain within
six (6) months. Regular part time.
Salary: $23, 920.00
Executive Administrative Assistant – Clinic Associate’s Degree in business preferred; with
at least two years’ experience in
a health related field. Two year of
college and four years’ administrative assistant experience required
(preferably at the executive level)
may be substituted. Regular full
time. Salary: $23.25/hr.
Staff Attorney – Pawhuska Juris Doctor degree from accredited law school required. Licensed
member of Oklahoma Bar Association in good standing. 0-1 years
experience required; Indian law
experience is strongly preferred.
Regular full time. Salary: $55,000
Medical Officer – Pawhuska
Requires an active, unrestricted

license to practice medicine in the
State of Oklahoma. 1-2 years’ experience preferred. Must maintain
a professional attitude and appearance that positively represents the
Nation. Knowledge of HIPPA and
Privacy Act. Regular full time. Salary: $153,400 - $230,000
Osage Nation Education Department Internship Osage
Nation Education Department
Internship Program is designed to
provide Osage students with work
experience in their chosen field of
study. The program is designed
to serve enrolled members of the
Osage Nation with a minimum of
61+ hours completed in an accredited college or university degree
program. Regular temporary Full
Time.
OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To apply for a position with Osage Casino go to www.osagecasinos.com/
careers
Security Officer – Ponca City
Individual must be at least 18
years of age. High School Diploma/GED and 6 months of previous work experience. Regular full
time.
Shift Manager – Bartlesville
Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration or substantially
related area from a four – year college or university plus at least one
(1) year of progressively responsible leadership experience; or five
(5) years progressively responsible
experience within specific area of
responsibility; or three (3) years
of supervisory experience within
the casino gaming industry in an
equivalent area or responsibility.
Regular full time.
Electronic Gaming Technician
I – Tulsa Must be at least 21 years
of age. High School Diploma/GED
required. One (1) year of electronic gaming machine experience required. Regular full time.
Security Officer – Tulsa Individual must be at least 18 years
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Hunter Turner, Michael Turner, and Wilson Draper.
Pat graduated from St.
Mary’s College in Leavenworth, Kans., with a Bachelor
of Science degree. She worked
as a lab technician in her
younger years while in Kansas City. She lived in Kansas
City, Mo., until 1987. She and
her husband, Ed, then relocated to Sun Lakes, Ariz., where
they would retire and be closer
to some of her Arizona family. She enjoyed golf, tennis,
and playing bridge with her
friends. She always loved attending all her grandkids
events and was an inspiration
to all who knew her.
Pat was also passionate
about her Osage Indian heritage and was an active volunteer for the Assistance League
of the East Valley for many
years. Her warm smile, kind
heart, and selflessness will be
dearly missed by many. She
truly was an example of living
her life by following God first,
others second, and herself last!
In lieu of flowers, you can
donate to Hospice of the Valley/Eckstein Center in memory of Pat Carr.
Services will be on Monday,
April 23 at 11 a.m. at St. Patrick Church 10815 N. 84th
Street
Scottsdale, AZ 85260. Celebration of Life reception immediately following the service at
the church. Pat’s favorite colors were pink and turquoise
- feel free to wear either color!

Carl Kelly; daughter Jean
Ann West and husband, Don,
of Tulsa, OK; granddaughter
Valerie Papillion and husband, Brian, of Spring, TX;
great granddaughters Adrianne, Amari, Checotah and
Harlow;
great
grandsons
Warrior Ross Papillion, all
of Spring, TX; step-daughter Jodi Green and husband,
Mike;
step-granddaughter
Kelli Sumner and husband,
Keith; step-great granddaughters, Jaci and Lani Sumner, of
Cedar Vale, KS; step-son Mike
Richardson and wife, Mitzi, of
Bartlesville; step-granddaughter Michelle Golden; stepgreat-grandchildren Macy and
Cable; step-grandson Travis
Richardson and wife, Daisey,;
step-great grandson, Chance
Richardson and step-great
granddaughter, Jadai Richardson, all of Collinsville, OK
Mary Ann was preceded
in death by her parents; sisters Darlene Black and Janna
Sue Brookshire; brother Fred
Chance Whiteman, III; and
niece Terri Shackleford.
Graveside
services
will
be held Monday, April 2,
10:00AM, in the Pawhuska
City Cemetery. Deacon Robert
Axsom will officiate.
Kendrick McCartney Johnson Funeral Home, Pawhuska.

ary 27, 1939 to her parents,
Clyde “Jack” and Nora C. Stuart in Pawnee, Oklahoma.
She graduated from Fairfax High School in 1957. After
high school she met her husband, James D. Mixon Jr., and
they were married on October
25, 1958. Together they had
three children, Terril, Toni,
and John Mixon. Jackie enjoyed being a homemaker on
their cattle ranch and had a
great love for horses and dogs.
She is survived by son, Terril Mixon of Tulsa, daughter,
Toni Marshall and husband
Gary of Webb City, grandchildren; D.C. Crabtree and wife
Cara of Shidler, and Scott
Crabtree and wife Jordan of
Pawnee, great-grandchildren;
Harli Crabtree, David Crabtree, Colby Crabtree, and Kendyl Crabtree.
Jackie is preceded in death
by son, John Mixon, husband,
James D. Mixon Jr., and
her parents.
A funeral ceremony was
held at 2 p.m. on Friday, April
20, 2018 at the First Osage
Baptist Church in Fairfax,
OK with George Weston officiating. Burial followed at the
Fairfax Cemetery. Arrangements were under the direction of Trout Funeral Home &
Crematory.

Mary Ann (Ross) Kelly

Mary Ann (Ross) Kelly,
82, passed away Wednesday,
March 28, 2018 at her home in
Pawhuska.
Mary Ann was born September 6, 1935 in Arkansas City,
KS, the daughter of Floyd
Freeman Ross and Martha J.
Billingsley Ross. Raised on
a farm North of Pawhuska,
she attended Roman Catholic
School, followed by Pawhuska
High School. She was married
to Carl Kelly. Honor bound
to her Catholic raising, Mary
Ann did not hold grudges and
loved everyone unconditionally. In her spare time, she enjoyed playing poker, going to
the casino, playing slots and
cards, and dancing. She loved
her great-grandkids.
Surviving are her husband,

Gene Boyd Roberts Sr.

Gene Boyd Roberts Sr.
Jacqueline Mixon

Jacqueline Mixon
Trout Funeral Home
Jacqueline Mixon, former
resident of Fairfax, passed
away Tuesday, April 17, 2018
in Tulsa, OK. She was 79
years old.
Jackie was born on Febru-

of age. High School Diploma/GED
and 6 months of previous work experience. Regular full time.

experience in customer service
and cash handling, hotel experience preferred. Regular full time.

Guest Service Representative
– Sand Springs Must be at least
18 years of age. High School Diploma or GED Equivalent required.
Six months of previous work experience required. Regular full time.

Guest Service Representative
– Sand Springs Must be 18 years
of age. High School Diploma/GED
and 6 months of previous work experience. Regular part time.

Security
Officer
–
Sand
Springs Individual must be at
least 18 years of age. High School
Diploma/GED and 6 months of
previous work experience. Regular
full time.
Surveillance Officer – Sand
Springs Must be at least 18 years
of age. Requires ability to use Microsoft Office Suite programs, data
entry, and the Internet. Regular
full time.
Hotel and Banquet Sales Specialist – Skiatook Must be at
least 21 years of age. Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Administration, Hospitality, relate field or
four (4) years of industry specific
work experience required. Regular
full time.

Maintenance Technician – Skiatook Must be at least 18 years
of age. High School Diploma/GED
and 6 months of previous work experience. Minimal of two to three
years of experience in position related to assigned duties required.
Regular full time.
Surveillance Officer – Skiatook Must be at least 18 years of
age. Requires ability to use Microsoft Office Suite programs, data
entry, and the Internet. Regular
full time.
Cocktail Server – Skiatook
Must be at least 18 years of age.
Females must be able to fit a size
8 or smaller for women’s attire.
Males must be able to fit a size 36
waist for men’s attire. High School
Diploma/GED. Regular full time.

Restaurant Server PT – Sand
Springs Individual must be at
least 18 years of age. High School
Diploma/GED
required.Regular
full time.

Hotel Room Attendant – Ponca City Must be 18 years of age
or older. Six months experience
in customer service or hospitality
preferred. Regular full time.

Restaurant Server – Sand
Springs Individual must be at
least 18 years of age. High School
Diploma/GED required. Regular
full time.

Front Desk Agent – Ponca City
Must be 18 years or older. High
School Diploma or GED. One year
experience in customer service
and cash handling, hotel experience preferred. Regular full time.

Short Order Cook – Tulsa Six
(6) months of previous work experience in the food industry. Must
be 18 years of age. Regular full
time.
Hotel Room Attendant – Skiatook Must be 18 years of age or
older. Six months experience in
customer service or hospitality
preferred. Regular part time.
Front Desk Agent – Ponca City
Must be 18 years or older. High
School Diploma or GED. One year

Gene Boyd Roberts, Sr., lifelong Fairfax resident, passed
away on Sunday, April 22,
2018 at the Fairfax Community Hospital, with his family by
his side. He was 82.
Born December 4, 1935 in
Fairfax, Okla. he was the second son of Kirby M. and FranSee Obituaries
—Continued on Page 21

Dishwasher – Skiatook Must be
18 years of age. Regular full time.
Call Center Agent – Tulsa High
School Diploma or GED equivalent
is required. Must e 18 years of age
or older. Six months call center
experience required. A minimum
combined one-year of experience
in guest facing customer service
required.Regular full time.
Restaurant Server – Skiatook
Individual must be at least 18
years of age. High School Diploma/
GED required.Regular full time.
EVS Attendant – Skiatook Six
months experience in customer
service or hospitality. Must be 18
years of age or older. Regular full
time.
Dishwasher – Bartlesville Must
be 18 years of age. Regular full
time.
Bartender – Bartlesville High
School Diploma/GED. Six months
customer service experience preferred. Must be 21 years of age.
Regular full time.
Casino Host – Tulsa Must be at
least 21 years of age. High School
Diploma or GED. Equivalent required. Two years of high volume
casino hospitality business experience required. Equivalent combination of education and experience
will be considered in lieu of secondary educational requirement.
Regular full time.

Cocktail Server – Skiatook
Must be at least 18 years of age.
Females must be able to fit a size
8 or smaller for women’s attire.
Males must be able to fit a size 36
waist for men’s attire. High School
Diploma/GED. Regular full time.

Cocktail Server – Bartlesville
Must be at least 18 years of age.
Females must be able to fit a size
8 or smaller for women’s attire.
Males must be able to fit a size 36
waist for men’s attire. High School
Diploma/GED. Regular full time.

Restaurant Server – Ponca
City Individual must be at least
18 years of age. High School Diploma/GED required.Regular full
time.

Short Order Cook – Bartlesville Six (6) months of previous
work experience in the food industry. Must be 18 years of age. Regular full time.
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Stefanelli and Lindsey Roberts; and
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ces Ellen (Tallchief) Roberts. He grew
up in Fairfax and received his education in Fairfax schools. He proudly
served our country in the Navy from
1956 to 1960.
Gene was a devoted family man and
loved spending time with his family.
He was a much loved father, husband,
grandfather and great-grandfather. He
worked as a rancher and enjoyed raising both Red and Black Angus cattle.
He was an active member of the Fairfax Sacred Heart Catholic Church and
the Osage Nation. He also enjoyed the
martial arts.
On October 8, 1976, Gene married
Shirley (Danner) Beard in Pawhuska
and gained two step-sons; Albert and
Bobby Beard. They made their home
in Fairfax until the last several years
where they lived on their farm west
of town.
Surviving is his loving wife of over 40
years, Shirley of the home; son, Gene
and (Rebecca) Roberts, Jr.; two daughters, Shelly Roberts and Terry Roberts;
and step-son, Albert Beard. Numerous grandchildren including Corey Lee
Roberts, Aslin Russell, Shawn Vincent,
Jeremy Thomas, Natalie Hoff, Ryan

beloved great-grandchildren as well as
a cousin, Nettie and (John) Vickers.

Without Reservations

Gene was preceded in death by his
parents; brother, Kirby M. Roberts, Jr.;
step-son, Bobby Beard and stepmother,
Fannie Potts Roberts.
A rosary was held April 25 at the Sacred Heart Catholic Church of Fairfax
with Father Chris Daigle officiating.
The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated April 26 also at the Sacred Heart
Catholic Church. The Rite of Committal followed at the Fairfax Cemetery
under the care of Hunsaker-Wooten
Funeral Home of Fairfax.
Casket bearers were Henry Johnston, Dickey Johnston, Clyde Moore,
King Bowman, Corey Lee Roberts and
Jeremy Thomas. Honorary bearers
were Chuck Bush, Hubert Hutchens
and Jim Hadlock.
Gene will be remembered for his
“happy-go-lucky” attitude in life.
Condolences may be made at www.
hunsakerwootenfuneralhome.com.

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté
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and where the springs had high iron
deposits. They could dye things black
there and it also played a part in how
we viewed the world,” Jacobs said.
A lot of the White River is lined with
limestone cliffs, which opens itself up
for caves and springs. The springs
have both a practical and ceremonial
use. One of the ONHPO’s best resources for information is from a recording
of Shunkamolah in 1917 stating the
Little Old Men, or Osage Clan Priests,
used the spring water for their rituals
and Shunkamolah talks about using
the spring water for their fasting rituals to pray and talk to Wakanda.
There were five reasons for the Osage
to fast, the first two were for war and
hunting. The third and fourth were for
personal uses like personal guidance,
mourning, or having had a great tragedy in their family. The last was specifically for women when they were asked
to weave a traditional bundle covering.
The 1917 account from Shunkamolah, and other archaeologist accounts,
place the Osage at the springs as far
back as the Mississippian time period and maybe much, much longer,
Jacobs said.

iar with these locations in Arkansas,
Oklahoma and up into Kansas.”

Museum of Native
American History

Carol Revard and Lorraine Wilcox tour the Museum of Native American History in Bentonville, Ark., on April 18.

Correction
In the February edition of the
Osage News on page 5, the captions under the photos of Assistant
Principal Chief candidates Otto
Hamilton and Raymond Red Corn
are switched. The Osage News regrets the error.

Eureka Springs

Chief Black Dog’s father, in the late
1700s to 1820s, dug up a spring in the
Eureka Springs region, created a rock
basin for it and used it for ceremonial
purposes and pure drinking water. Jacobs said that a story recorded of Chief
Pawhuska in 1820 said Chief Black
Dog later used the same spring his father found and took a sick woman back
to the spring and healed her there.
“There are 140 plus cold-water
springs in that region and I’m sure
Osages were familiar with all of them,”
Jacobs said. “We don’t have a name for
Chief Black Dog’s father, but he had
known paths to get to these springs.
Then his son, Chief Black Dog, continues this tradition.”
Black Dog trail, which researchers
have been able to successfully trace,
was a well-established trail and it followed springs and spring locations

The morning of April 19 participants
visited the Museum of Native American History in Bentonville, Ark. A privately-owned museum, participants
went on self-guided tours of the museum’s collection. The museum is not
beholden to one Nation but does have
several Osage items in their collection.
The museum is also hosting the 2018
Native American Cultural Symposium
June 14-17. For more information on
the symposium call (479) 273-2456.
Moderator for the panels will be Suzan Shown Harjo, a live painting will
be done by Bunky Echo-Hawk and a
play by Mary Katherine Nagle will be
performed. Visit the website for more
information: www.monah.us.

How to submit a
Letter to the Editor
Participants visited the Blue Spring Heritage Center on April 19, which is located just
outside Eureka Springs, Ark. Osages used springs, such as Blue Spring, as places for
healing and religious ceremony for hundreds of years prior to 1830.

and rivers. As far as they can tell the
trails begin in Baxter Springs, Kans.,
and continue west from there and ends
near the salt flats in Oklahoma. They
are drinking locations and ceremonial spots. Several towns have marked
these trails with markers and it is further proof that Osages were continuing

May 18th

is the deadline for
all submissions for the
June issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
604 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

these ceremonials all the way up until
the Osage moved to Oklahoma. The
trail was wide enough for 6-8 horsemen, Jacobs said.
“These locations were very significant to them. Hopefully you’ve gained
an understanding that these were sacred sites to us and we were very famil-

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to
the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon
Shaw Duty, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to
sshaw@osagetribe.org.

Letters

must be respectful and informative
to the reader, and may be edited for
grammar, clarity and space.
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Schoenmakers. Schoenmakers
was instrumental in establishing the strong trust and relationship the Osage had with
the Catholic church. He was so
instrumental that the Osage
word for priest is Shouminka,
pronounced Shoo-meen-kah.
He is also depicted in the north
transept of the Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church’s
famous stained-glass windows
in Pawhuska. He was widely
known as the “Apostle of the
Osage” and worked among the
Osage for 36 years until his
death in 1883. He is buried in
the Saint Francis Hieronymo
Cemetery next to the Osage
Mission in Saint Paul.
Shoenmakers, Father Paul
Ponziglione and Mother Bridget Hayden of the Sisters of
Loretto, were the most influential during that early period
of Catholicism for the Osage.
Schoenmakers established an
Osage Manual Labor School
for boys, the Sisters of Loretto
established the Osage School
for girls. The Osage provided
materials for the school and
in reports of the priests they
defended the convent from
a band of Sac and Fox at one
time. The Osage helped pay for
a bell for the church in 1876,
which is still rung in a tower
outside the current church.
“Osages willingly sent their
children to these schools,” Fox
said. “That was always a very
important part of Osage life,
was learning. They always
enjoyed learning about the
cosmos, ways of life, so they always valued education.”
However, not all Osages
wanted their children to go to
school. In one of the priest’s accounts at the Mission, in 1859
an Osage man named Tanassa
murdered his wife after she
sent their young daughter to
the school for girls. He came
to the school yelling for his
daughter to come out. The Sisters told him his daughter was
not there and “brandishing
his tomahawk” he yelled he

would start killing the Sisters
if they did not send her out.
Schoenmakers heard Tanassa
and persuaded him to come to
his office where he tells him
he needs to go into hiding because if the other Osage men
hear of his behavior he will be
in great danger. Tanassa flees
to the woods but not before
other Osage men hear what
he has done. At daybreak, a
party of Osage men rides after
him. “They got on his tracks,
and meanwhile he was trying
to hide behind a pile of fallen
trees, they fired at him, and
killed him,” according to the
account. Schoenmakers believes Tanassa would have
killed his daughter if the Sisters would have sent her out.
The daughter and another orphan were sent to live with another family in Kansas.

Death and disease

The Osage traditionally had
three annual areas they would
move to each year. For the
winter, they camped in southern Missouri and northern
Arkansas where they would
take shelter from the winter
among the trees in the mountains. During the summer and
fall, they camped in southern
Kansas and northern Oklahoma where they hunted bison in the Tallgrass Prairie.
Ponziglione accounts of riding
in grass as tall as his horse in
prairie as far as the eye could
see. The remainder of the year
was spent in their traditional
villages which were located
in a large portion of western
Missouri and bits of western
Kansas. Each time they moved
they moved away from their
waste to start anew in their
campgrounds each cycle. Remaining in one place was new
for them and it took its toll.
Disease spread, causing a
sharp population drop, according to Fox. A measles outbreak
in 1852 at the Mission spread
to villages, killing hundreds.
The U.S. government wanted
the Osage to be farmers, but
they were not farmers. The

lack of food caused famine and
scurvy.

Indian Territory
In 1865, the Osage were
forced to sell a large portion
of their Kansas reservation
due to pressure from railroad
companies and illegal settlers.
The Osage knew they would
have to leave Kansas soon.
Since the U.S. government
had paid the Osage $7,000 per
year for 20 years in money or
goods and bought the majority
of their Kansas reservation,
they purchased land back from
Cherokees and moved to present Osage County by 1872.
The influence of Catholicism
held among the Osage and the
priests from the Osage Mission
still visited the Osage in Oklahoma and the Osage sent their
children to Catholic schools.
When the participants of
the Osage Heritage Sites Visit toured the Saint Francis

Hieronymo Church in Saint
Paul, some sat and prayed in
the church. Diskin took them
on a tour of the church and
then took the participants to
the church’s cemetery, which
sits across the street. The first
place he took them to was to
a mass grave of Osage people who had been buried in
the church’s cemetery before
it was moved to its new location. He said the mass grave of
Osage people is not something
the
Catholic
parishioners
of Saint Francis Hieronymo
Church like to talk about or
are proud of.

Mass grave
Osage elder Margaret Bird
and Osage Nation Historic
Preservation Officer Dr. Andrea Hunter laid sage wrapped
in a red, white and blue ribbon
at the mass grave. Diskin said
it is unknown as to how many
Osages are in the concrete

vault or what their names
are. In the 1970’s he said the
Saint
Francis
Hieronymo
Church moved its cemetery
across the street. The Osage
bodies were put in a concrete
vault and reburied, while the
non-Indian bodies were individually reburied. Marking
the mass grave are two small
tombstones that say, “Indian
Graves” and one tall tombstone with the name Charles
N. Mongrain. ONHPO staff
member Kilan Jacobs said a
prayer for the Osage people in
the Osage language at the site.
The sage and ribbon were prepared and provided by Margaret Bird beforehand, having
visited the graves before.
Diskin also showed the
participants the graves of the
priests who had served at the
Osage Mission to the Osage,
including Schoenmakers and
Ponziglione.

Osages Around the World

My wife happened to catch me reading while relaxing in the Place des Cocotiers, Noumea, New Caledonia in
March 2018. I had not had time to read the February 2018 issue of the Osage News, due to planning our South
Pacific cruise. It was a warm, sunny day and sitting on down to catch up on the news was in order. Thank you,
Tom Robinson.
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