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Workers for Osage Wind LLC, Enel Kansas LLC and Enel Green Power 
North America construct a base for a wind turbine and mining into 
the Osage Mineral Estate west of Pawhuska, Okla. 

Wind companies appeal to U.S. 
Supreme Court after 10th Circuit 
rules in favor of the Osage
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

WASHINGTON — A 10th Circuit Court decision that 
opened the door for the Osage Minerals Council to potential-
ly pursue damages from wind farm work is being challenged 
yet again. 

On March 2, attorneys for Osage Wind LLC, Enel Kansas 
LLC and Enel Green Power North America filed a petition 
with the U.S. Supreme Court. The three companies are chal-
lenging the 10th Circuit Court’s fall 2017 ruling that over-
turned a Northern District of Oklahoma ruling and allowed 
the Osage Minerals Council to file a last-minute interven-
tion in a wind farm lawsuit after its federal trustee, the De-
partment of Interior, did not act. 

“The 10th Circuit’s decision encourages free riders with 
an interest in litigation to sit back and rely on other litigants 
rather than taking advantage of the tool provided by the fed-
eral rules: intervention,” attorney Sarah Harrington wrote 
on behalf of the three wind companies. 

In a unanimous decision issued in mid-September and up-
held in October, a three-judge panel reversed and remanded 
a 2015 summary judgment from the Northern District Court 
of Oklahoma that allowed Osage Wind to conduct excavation 
work in order to set up 84 wind turbines across 8,400 acres 
without a mining permit from the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
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Filing period closes with 15 Osage running
for ON Congress in June 2018 election
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Fifteen Osages filed for candidacy seeking Osage Nation Con-
gressional office in the June 4 general election during the filing 
period that ended March 12.

In the month of March, six Osages filed at the ON Election 
Office, bringing the total of candidates to 15. On June 4, six seats 
on the 12-member Congress will be up for election.

Those candidates filing in March include: Colt Herren, who 
filed on March 2; Scott Bighorse (March 7); William “Kugee” Su-
pernaw (March 7); Brandy Lemon (March 9); Thomas Trumbly 
(March 12); and Paula Stabler (March 12).

The ON Election Board will hold a special meeting on Monday 
March 19 at 1 p.m. to consider certification of the Congressional 
candidates, who are all subject to background checks conducted 
by the ON Attorney General’s Office.

In this year’s election, there will be at least three new Con-
gress members elected with three incumbents who did not file 
seeking another legislative term. Those not seeking re-elec-
tion to Congress include James Norris, Otto Hamilton (who is 
running for Assistant Principal Chief) and Dr. Ron Shaw who 
resigned in January to take the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center  
CEO post.

This year’s candidate count mirrors 2016’s candidate count at 
15 who ran for the Fifth ON Congress. In 2014, a total of 21 
Osages ran for Congress.

The ON Election Office website contains other forms and in-
formation on the 2018 election including address update forms, 
absentee ballot request forms, and information on the privacy 
program regarding voter information listed on the voter registry 
list. The website is osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections

The Election Office is on Facebook at “Osage Nation Elec-
tion Office” where officials post updates and links to election- 
related information.
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Candidate filing 
period ends with 
14 candidates 
running for 
Osage Minerals 
Council
Osage News

There are 14 Osage share-
holders who filed for candida-
cy to run for Osage Minerals 
Council in the June 4 OMC 
election.

According to OMC Election 
Supervisor Billie Ponca, the 
following shareholder individ-
uals filed for OMC candidacy 
as of March 29: Paul Revard, 
Joe Cheshewalla, Cynthia 

Boone, Kathryn Redcorn, Mar-
go Gray, Stephanie Erwin, 
Marsha Harlan, Susan For-
man, Myron Red Eagle, An-
drew Yates, Linda Heskett, 
Robert E. Yarbrough, Talee 
Redcorn and Everett Waller.  

All eight seats are up for 
election on June 4 with voting 
open to Osage shareholders 
only. The polling place will be 
at the Chambers building on 

Osage News File Photo

The Osage Minerals Council chambers on the Osage Campus in Pawhus-
ka. Shareholders can cast their vote at the chambers on Election Day on 
June 4.

Indian Country spared from 
drastic federal budget cuts
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

WASHINGTON — Despite 
an 11th-hour veto threat, a 
2018 federal budget is now in 
place that largely spares Indi-
an Country from drastic bud-
get cuts. 

Signed into law Friday, the 
$1.3 trillion omnibus bill will 
fund the federal government’s 
operations for the rest of the 
fiscal year. 

In February, President Don-
ald Trump unveiled a budget 
proposal that called for the 
elimination of multiple pro-
grams that either exclusively 
serve Native Americans or dis-
proportionately serve Native 

American families, including 
the Low Income Home Ener-
gy Assistance Program, the 
Department of Labor’s Indi-

an and Native American Pro-
gram, the Tribal Energy Loan 
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Hominy Village Square  
nearing completion;  
slated to finish mid-May
Osage News

Construction crews 
were hard at work on 
the new Hominy Village 
Square on March 14. The 
Hominy District will be 
dancing under a new ar-
bor and congregating in a 
new community building 
this June.

Osages who attend the 
Hominy District’s an-
nual In-Lon-Schka are 
in the habit of bringing 
umbrellas and boots to 
fit over their moccasins 
for the likely rains that 
come through in June. 
But thanks to a new 
drainage and water line 
system that contractors 
say runs through the 
entire village, everyone 
should stay dry for years 
to come. 

The new community 
building will be 8,500 
square feet, with new 
district camps, all with 
coverings for dancers 
and their families. The 
area between the district 
camps, the arbor and 
community building will 
have grass pavers under 
the grass to absorb water. 
The new arbor is built to 
fit 700 dancers and has 
coverings for spectators. 
A ventilation system has 
been built into the roof of 
the new arbor.

There will be two new 
parking lots for visitors, 
as well as a drop off point 
for elders just west of 
the Hominy Community 
building. 

Construction on the 
village square began in 
July of 2017 and is fin-
ishing on schedule by 
Builders Unlimited, Inc., 
of Tulsa. The square was 
designed by Wallace En-
gineering. 

Contractors say the 
village square should be 
finished mid-May.

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Construction crews were hard at work on the new Hominy Village Square on March 14. Con-
tractors say the village square should be finished mid-May.

Visiting Districts will be camping under new arbors this 
year, that are twice the size of the old ones. Pictured is the 
Pawhuska District camp.

Contractors said the mounds of dirt under the arbor is the 
original dirt they will pave back over the dance grounds 
when the arbor is finished.

The village square, between the community building and 
the arbor, will have a new drainage system to combat the 
flooding that has happened at the Hominy In-Lon-Schka in 
years past. 

The village square, between the community building and 
the arbor, will have a new drainage system to combat the 
flooding that has happened at the Hominy In-Lon-Schka in 
years past.
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Reece brothers case postponed yet again
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

The preliminary hearing for 
two Osage County brothers 
accused of killing a Pawhuska 
oilman more than two years 
ago has been postponed yet 
again. 

According to court records, 
the preliminary hearing for 
Jeremy and Tyler Reece has 
been moved back from March 
6 to 10 a.m. on May 21 with a 
status hearing on April 17. 

The decision to delay the 
hearing comes as the attor-
neys for the brothers have filed 
a motion to suppress evidence 
collected by the state while 
investigating the September 
2015 death of Rick Holt.

According to the motion to 
suppress, the prosecution built 
its case on evidence and state-
ments obtained in violation of 
the Reeces’ Fourth, Fifth and 
14th Amendments. 

As per the state’s amended 
complaint, the Reece broth-
ers broke into Holt’s house, 
kidnapped him, shot him in 
the neck and shoulders in his 
own yard, then drove him to 
restricted Osage land north-
west of Hominy, where they 
shot him again, this time in 
the head. 

After originally claiming 
that the kill shot was delivered 
on Indian land and out of its 
exclusive jurisdiction, Osage 
County prosecutors now main-
tain that the lethal blow was 

administered in Holt’s yard, 
thus giving the state the au-
thority to charge the pair with 
murder.

In December, the Oklahoma 
Court of Criminal Appeals dis-
solved a stay and ruled that a 
preliminary hearing must be 
held to allow the Osage Coun-
ty prosecutors the opportunity 
to present their theory.  

The case has been in limbo 
for more than two years thanks 
to jurisdictional questions. The 
Reece brothers are citizens of 
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
and Holt’s body was found on 
Osage land, thus opening the 
door for proceedings in federal 
or tribal court under the Major 
Crimes Act.

In 2016, both Osage County 
Associate District Court Judge 
Stuart Tate and Mayes County 
District Judge Terry McBride 
dismissed state charges of 
first-degree murder and corpse 

desecration, saying they be-
lieved the fatal shot was deliv-
ered on restricted Indian land, 
thus taking the matter out of 
the state’s hands and placing 
it in the federal government’s.

However, to date, the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in Tulsa has 
passed on the case twice.

Under Oklahoma statute, 
each brother could receive up 
to 10 years in prison and/or a 
fine of $5,000 for conspiracy to 
commit murder if found guilty, 
plus up to 20 years’ imprison-
ment for kidnapping.

The Osage Nation filed first 
degree homicide charges in 
May 2016 to ensure the broth-
ers remained in custody after 
the state of Oklahoma missed 
an appeal deadline. 

If convicted in tribal court, 
the brothers could face up to 
one year in jail, a $5,000 fine 
and banishment from Osage 
lands for 20 years.

Osage News File Photo

Osage Congressional Hun-Kah Session 
starts with 2018 State of the Nation
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The 2018 Osage Nation 
Hun-Kah Congressional Ses-
sion started March 26 with a 
State of the Nation address 
delivered by Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear.

In his prepared address, 
Standing Bear said the Na-
tion’s growing enrollment 
population is 21,162 as of 
March 23. He also mentioned 
increases in Osages signing 
up for benefits including the 
health benefit programs and 
said the Nation needs to plan 
on full funding to contin-
ue offering those benefits to  
enrolled Osages.

“We must carefully plan for 
this growth,” Standing Bear 
told the Congress. “There are 
thousands of Osages who have 
not yet enrolled. Over 8,400 
more Osages could enroll in 
these programs and we need to 
plan for full funding for these 
potential enrollees.”

In the first week of the Hun-
Kah Session, the Congressio-
nal Health and Social Services 
Committee and Executive 
Branch reviewed reports on 
the health benefit programs’ 
usage. According to one re-
port provided to the commit-
tee March 27, there are 12,706 
Osages using the health bene-
fit program.

In his address, Standing 
Bear reported increases in 
Osages signing up for health 
benefit programs including the 
Medicare Plan F Supplement 
for elders. In 2017, 642 elders 
were enrolled for the calendar 

year and there are 744 this 
year. The Nation started offer-
ing the Medicare Part D sup-
plement this year and there are 
624 elders, Standing Bear said.

“Our scholarship fund must 
be prepared to grow as well. 
There is $8.1 million appro-
priated to the Scholarship 
Fund this year,” Standing 
Bear said. “The number of stu-
dents awarded scholarships 
in the fall of 2017 was over 
1,000 and there are nearly 
900 students awarded in the 
winter and spring of 2018. In 
dollars, this translates to over 
$3,914,000 in the fall of 2017 
and $3,377,200 in the winter 
and spring of 2018. Graduate 
degrees, professional degrees, 
incentive programs and more 
will require additional money 
for the Scholarship Fund.”

There is $450,000 budgeted 
for the Nation’s Burial Assis-
tance Fund for the 2018 fis-
cal year, but Standing Bear 
also advised “we must work 
together to find a solution to 
high funeral costs. Some of the 
Congress and Assistant Chief 
(Raymond) Red Corn have 
heard discussions that we 
should purchase and operate 
our own Osage funeral home or 
that we should purchase buri-
al insurance for our members. 
These discussions should con-
tinue, but in the end, expect 
the $450,000 appropriated this 
year… to need an increase in 
future years.”

Standing Bear reported on 
the Nation’s school programs 
as well. “Our immersion (lan-
guage) school is called by 
its Osage name ‘Dahposka 

Ahnkodapee’ and has grown 
to over 40 students. Our Wah-
Zha-Zhi Early Learning Acad-
emy has over 130 children and 
there is a waiting list. We need 
more space and more teachers 
to meet the demand. These 
children are the future.”

For future healthcare plans, 
Standing Bear said “we are 
moving forward on the ex-
pansion of the (Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center). This Congress 
appropriated $1.5 million last 
September for the architectur-
al and engineering work for 
this new clinic and that pro-
cess has been going through 
the procurement process. The 
final selection of the architect 
and engineer is now before the 
selection committee.”

For economic development 
matters, Standing Bear said 
he was awaiting verifiable 
financial statements to pro-
vide to the Congress from the 
Osage Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC) and Tallgrass Eco-

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

The 2018 Osage Nation Congressional Hun-kah Session starts on March 
26 with the State of the Nation address by Principal Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear. 

nomic Development LLC. He 
also mentioned: Osage Nation 
Environmental Services, LLC, 
is a separate enterprise pre-
senting new opportunities by 
taking advantage of the busi-
ness needs all around us in oil 
field cleanup, environmental 
services and other services 
that Osage Nation and the oil 
and gas industry use on a reg-

ular basis. Their business plan 
makes sense.”

Standing Bear said the Na-
tion’s Tulsa Airpark property 
next to the Osage Casino prop-
erty is being renamed Sky-
way36 and prospective uses 
for the property include the 
unmanned aerial systems in-
dustry. “Assistant Chief Red 

Osage News File Photo

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center is located on the Osage Campus in 
Pawhuska.

Health Career Summer Scholarship 
applications now available
Osage News

Health Career Summer 
Scholarship applications 
are now available for those 
Osage students entering 
11th and 12th grade. The 
summer scholarship pro-
gram gives a chance for 
Osage youth to get an inside 
look at what it takes to run 
a health clinic and encourag-
es them to enter the health 
field. 

There are six available 
positions for a four-week ro-
tation throughout the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center, July 
2 through July 27. The stu-
dents will also enjoy hospital 
tours and academic enrich-
ment lectures at Tri-County 
Tech, a new addition to the 
program, according to a pre-
pared release. 

“The Health Division en-
courages students to pur-
sue Health Careers with 
the hope that interested 
Osage students will return 
and work for Osage peo-
ple in our health system.  
There is a shortage in all 
fields of healthcare within 
the Osage Nation for Osag-
es,” according to the release. 
“The more Osages occupy 
positions within our health 
system the more stable our 
workforce becomes and with 
that, improvement in quali-
ty of care. The Osage Nation 
Congress appropriated the 
necessary funds for this pro- 
gram with the hope that our 

Osage Healthcare workforce 
will be strengthened in the 
future.”

Applications are avail-
able on the Osage Nation 
Website at www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/opportunities/
job-listings and Health Ca-
reer Summer Program.

During the four-week pro-
gram, students will be ro-
tated through the following 
fields of interest as observ-
ers and participate in dis-
cussion and lectures; and in 
some cases, asked to partici-
pate in work duties: 

• Lab 
• Pharmacy
• Dental 
• Diabetes 
• Family Practice 
• X-ray
• Counseling 
• Nutrition
• Public Health 
•Optometry
• Medical Records 
• Nursing
• Biology studies
• Lectures in biology
• Hospital tours
• CPR Course
• First aid training

The closing date for ap-
plications is April 30 at 5 
p.m. CST. Awards expect 
to be published by May 31. 
For more information please 
contact the Osage Nation 
Human Resources depart-
ment at (918) 287-5609.

Osage Nation Police Department 
back on patrol in Osage County

See Onpd
—Continued  on Page 7

Osage News File Photo

Shannon Shaw Duty 
Osage News

The intergovernmental re-
lationship between the Osage 
Nation Police Department and 
the Osage County Sheriff’s Of-
fice has been renewed, thanks 
to Chief of Police Nick Wil-
liams and Sheriff Eddie Vird-
en. The two met on Feb. 23 
and worked to find a resolution 
that enables ONPD officers to 
patrol state and county lands 
again. 

“We discussed the possibili-
ty of what we could do to make 
our law enforcement better, to 
help protect our communities 
and we both agreed to share 
our cross commissions,” Wil-
liams said. “Everything’s going 
back to the way it was, the way 
it was before and hopefully we 
can better serve our communi-
ties again.”

Williams said the ONPD’s 
18 officers began patrolling 
Osage County that evening of 
Feb. 23. 

In November 2017, Virden 
pulled the cards cross-com-
missioning the 18 ONPD of-
ficers that enabled them to 

aid state and county police on 
county and state lands. He did 
so under the advice of instruc-
tors at the Sheriff’s Academy 
under the assumption that a 
2013 state law did away with 
cross-commission cards for 
tribal police and thus making 
the county liable for ONPD of-
ficers. However, the language 
in the state law applies to com-
missions for state police offi-
cers and not tribal police. 

According to a Pawhuska 
Journal-Capital article, Vird-

en said the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is “working for the best 
of the entire county” in their 
decision, to make tribal, coun-
ty and state lands safe. He said 
they are also working with 
ONPD on a drug task force, 
which is currently wholly 
funded by the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. He said Osage County is 
a large area and they can use 
the additional resources. 

Williams said there is a 
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Osage Nation Trial Court receives positive 
assessment from Hammons Law

Osage News File Photo

The Osage Nation Courthouse, located at 14th Street and Grandview on 
the Osage Campus in Pawhuska.

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Trial 
Court received a positive as-
sessment by Hammons Law. 
Compiling the report were at-
torneys A. Diane Hammons, 
Stacy Leeds and Yvonne Tiger.

“The Court evaluation was 
conducted by three well-qual-
ified Native attorneys with 
significant experience in court 
evaluation and management.  
They were inquisitive, infor-
mative, fair, accessible, and 
thorough,” said ON Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Meredith 
Drent. “The evaluation con-
firmed our need to improve 
court safety and security, 
transparency, confidentiality, 
and access.  

“We appreciate the coop-
eration and support of our 
partners in the Executive and 
Legislative Branches, and we 
look forward to working with 
them to implement the evalu-
ation recommendations.”  

In the 57-page report that 
covered the period from May 
23, 2017 through July 14, 
2017, the assessment provid-
ed summaries on the court’s 
strengths, areas to improve 
upon, and services offered by 
the Nation’s court, which also 
serves as its Supreme Court. 
Interviews were conducted by 
using the Trial Court Perfor-
mance Standards.

“The Tribal Court has op-
erated for over 15 years, con-
ducts several hundred cases a 
year, and is well experienced 
in conducting Court in a com-
petent manner,” according to 
the report.

The assessment, requested 
by Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear, focused on five 
areas: Access to Justice; Expe-
dition and Timeliness; Equal-
ity, Fairness, and Integrity; 
Independence and Account-
ability; and Specific Findings 
and Needs of the Osage Nation 
Courts. 

According to the report, 
the trial court is in need of a 
full-time bailiff dedicated to 
the court, currently an ON 
Police Officer serves as bailiff 
when needed. The Codes for 
the Nation need to be updat-

ed, specifically the Tribal Law 
and Order Act and Violence 
Against Women Act should be 
incorporated into the Codes. 

“The Tribal Court is sophis-
ticated and would have the 
ability to plan and implement 
provisions of the Violence 
Against Women Act and Tribal 
Law and Order Act,” according 
to the report.

According to the report, a 
summary of recommendations 
includes: 

• Court’s website should 
be updated to include 
all information regard-
ing the Court, including 
dockets and court forms;

• The Court should meet 
with the Nation’s repre-
sentatives or stakeholders 
annually to discuss the 
Court’s objectives and 
inform citizens of new 
laws that affect tribal 
members and services pro-
vided to tribal members; 

• Commit to annual meet-
ings with law enforcement 
and other interested 
personnel to discuss 
security of the Court 
and address concerns; 

• Court should work with 
Osage Congress for legis-
lation to incorporate and 
implement provisions of 
the VAWA and the Trib-
al Law and Order Act; 

• Court should update 
Court Rules and Court 
Clerk Manuals, and the 
Court needs emergency 

procedures and emergency 
planning for the Court.

Interviewed for the assess-
ment were members of the 
Executive branch, Judiciary, 
Congress, Indian Child Wel-
fare, Members of the Bar, Law 
Enforcement and Court staff, 
according to the report. The 
ON Trial Court is located at 
14th Street and Grandview on 
the Osage Campus in Pawhus-
ka. It has one Chief Trial 
Court Judge, Marvin Stepson, 
and visiting associate judges. 

Access to Justice
According to the report, the 

court is handicap accessible, 
spacious and easy to find on 
the ON Campus. It is open 
Monday through Friday, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sug-
gested improvement areas 
include providing additional 
rooms outside the courtroom 
for attorneys and their clients 
to discuss legal matters, the 
courtroom is small and cannot 
accommodate a large number 
of people and the entrance to 
the court could benefit from a 
hand railing for the physically 
challenged, according to the 
assessment.

Expedition and  
Timeliness

The court schedules regular 
dockets, cases are advanced in 
a timely manner, the judges 
confer with the attorneys and 
their clients to schedule avail-
able court dates, according to 
the assessment. Areas in need 
of improvement are updated 
case management software, 
and a mechanism for posting 
court dates, dockets and dispo-
sitions on a court-maintained 
website.

Equality, Fairness,  
and Integrity 

The judges conduct and pro-
cess open cases with equality, 
fairness and integrity, and 
give ample consideration to 
each party, according to the 
report. The court personnel 
are knowledgeable on all open 
cases, of the court, its rules, 
procedures and laws of the Na-
tion and demonstrate a high 
level of expertise, according to 
the report. Areas of improve-
ment included the need for a 
full-time bailiff.

Independence and  
Accountability

The Osage Constitution 
names the Judicial Branch as 
a separate branch of govern-
ment, majority of interviewees 
perceive the court as indepen-
dent, court staff only works for 
the court, court has its own 
personnel policies and proce-
dures, according to the report. 
One interviewee believed the 
court to not be separate from 
the Executive Branch be-
cause the court’s information 
is housed on the Executive 
Branch’s website and Social 
Media – rather than having a 
Court specific policy that con-
siders additional confidentiali-
ty for Court matters, according 
to the report. 

A video of the presentation 
of the Tribal Court Assessment 
can be viewed at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=rM-
0wAXMklPU&feature=youtu.
be 

[Disclaimer: Osage News 
Editor Shannon Shaw Duty 
was also interviewed for the 
Tribal Court Assessment.]

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Dustin Hendrix of Dark Watch Tactical LLC shows officers a faster way 
to load and unload their AR-15s and switch them out with their pis-
tols when out of ammunition. 

ONPD hosts training 
for Osage County 
Tactical Response Team 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Police Department hosted a Tactical 
Response Team training for area officers to update them on 
latest techniques in S.W.A.T.

“We do this once a year, have an annual S.W.A.T. training. 
It’s something we do to meet the standards of the NTOA, the 
National Tactical Officers Association,” said ONPD Officer 
Nick Silva, who is also the commander for the ONPD officers 
who are on the Tactical Response Team. “We come out here 
and we work with Dark Watch ... they gladly come up and 
help us every year to keep us updated on the current trends 
in S.W.A.T.” 

Dustin Hendrix, an instructor for Dark Watch Tactical 
LLC, an Oklahoma City-based company that trains police 
officers in best practices and latest techniques in S.W.A.T., 
spent the day with the officers. The six ONPD officers help 
to make up a 13-member Tactical Response Team for Osage 
County. Also making up the response team are officers from 
the Osage County Sheriff’s Department and the Pawhuska 
Police Department. 

Hendrix, who has taught a training to the group before, 
was invited back after having done such a great job the first 
time, Silva said. “They’re a great group of guys, I enjoy com-
ing out here,” Hendrix said. He created scenarios for the 
officers, showing them techniques at becoming faster when 
loading their guns and switching them out with pistols while 
hitting targets at close range. He showed them techniques 
to quickly enter situations and move fast while protecting 
themselves and their partner. 

“Osage Nation is the only agency that sends every officer 
on the force every year for S.W.A.T. training,” Silva said. 
“ONPD officers receive 40 hours of S.W.A.T. training a year. 
We also have to go through mental health training and 25 
hours of regular training.” 

Silva also mentioned that his mother, ONPD Officer Terri 
Silva, who is a trained sniper “but I don’t call her mom, she’s 
Officer Silva,” is nationally recognized. She attended sniper 
school in Malvern, Ark., in May 2016 and they taught her 
long distance precision shooting in hostage situations. 

Silva said the ONPD works hard to cooperate with sur-
rounding police agencies so that they can work together to 
protect the citizens of Osage County, the largest county in 
Oklahoma and is often compared to the size of Rhode Island.

“We invite agencies around, all the way within Osage 
County, Washington County, Kay County. These kinds of 
trainings just don’t show up in our backyard every day,” Sil-
va said. “It’s something we go out and seek and try to bring 
here for other agencies to meet the modern demands of polic-
ing. Especially with S.W.A.T. teams now, and school shoot-
ings, workplace violence, that’s a big issue now and we’re 
working to take care of that.”

Dustin Hendrix of 
Dark Watch Tacti-
cal LLC explains the 
next simulation the 
officers are going to 
train through. The 
training took place 
just outside the Dick 
Conner Correctional 
Facility in Hominy.

Officers practice 
shooting a target up 
close while quickly 
switching between 
their AR-15s and 
their pistols.

Officers from the 
Osage County Sher-
iff’s Department, 
Pawhuska Police 
Department and 
other area agencies 
practice shooting a 
target up close while 
quickly switching 
between their AR-
15s and their pistols.

ONPD Officer Terri 
Silva is a nationally 
recognized sniper.

To see more photos,
see Training, page 9

See museum
—Continued  on Page 8

Museum curator selected for 
fellowship to attend American 
Alliance of Museums Annual 
Meeting and Museum Expo
Osage Nation Museum

Osage Nation Museum Cura-
tor Hallie Winter was selected 
among several hundred appli-
cants to receive a fellowship 
award to attend the American 
Alliance of Museums (AAM) 
Annual Meeting and Museum 
Expo in Phoenix, AZ, from May 
6 - May 9, 2018. Attendance is 
critical to the progressive de-
velopment of the museum’s 
efforts to become fully accred-
ited by the AAM. In addition 
to valuable networking and information, Winter will explore 
the practical elements of curatorial practice including technol-
ogy, scholarship, interpretive planning, and hear about new ap-
proaches to collecting.

Winter said this year’s Museum Expo theme is, “Educate, En-
gage, Elevate! Museums on the Rise.” She added, “I am delighted 
to be attending the AAM conference to represent not only the 
Osage Museum but tribal museums in general. It is important to 
represent tribal institutions at the National level through edu-
cational and networking events like this.  Thank you to the AAM 
for awarding me this fellowship.”

The AAM travel fellowship Winter was selected for is highly 
competitive and required an essay about why it was important 
for her to be able to attend. In her essay she wrote,

“The formal and informal education I receive via the sessions, 
events, and networking opportunities will reinforce learning and 
help me to create lasting professional relationships.  This edu-
cation will also further my desire to make the ONM a hub for 
innovative educational practices in a state where our education 
system is ranked 47th on the national scale.  Now more than 
ever is it up to museums to help provide education to our youth 
and future.”

Winter will return after the expo with tools to reaffirm the 
museum’s vital role in lifelong learning.  The $750 fellowship 
award and complimentary registration from AAM allows Winter 
to continue the work of professionalization at the ONM.

Hallie Winter
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Election Board certifies 15 
Congressional candidates 
to appear on ballot 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The 15 Osages who filed to run in the 2018 Osage Na-
tion general election for six Congressional seats will all ap-
pear on the June 4 ballot after the Election Board certified  
the candidates.

On March 19, the ON Election Board unanimously voted 
to certify the list of Congressional candidates after the ON 
Attorney General’s Office conducted background checks on 
the 15 individuals. Per the Osage Constitution, an Osage 
must be at least 25 years old on Election Day and must have 
no felony convictions if running for Congress. 

The 15 Congressional candidates who are now certi-
fied to run are: Alice Goodfox (incumbent), Geneva Hor-
sechief-Hamilton, Mary Jo Pratt, Tina R. Allen, Angela 
Pratt (incumbent), Clair Wood, Amanda Proctor, Michael 
Kidder, Eli Potts, Colt Herren, Scott Bighorse, William “Ku-
gee” Supernaw (incumbent), Brandy Lemon, Thomas Trum-
bly and Paula Stabler.  

Election Board members Shannon Lockett, Terry Hazen 
and alternate board member Anita Fields voted to certify 
the candidates.   

The June 4 election polling place will be at the ON Muse-
um on the tribal government campus in Pawhuska. There 
will also be two early voting days on June 1-2 at the ON 
Election Office at 608 Kihekah in downtown Pawhuska. 

Per the Nation’s Election Code there is a three-day win-
dow for qualified Osage voters to contest the candidacy of 
the certified candidates. Any contest of candidacy shall be 
filed with the Election Office and the deadline to do so is 
Thursday, March 22, at the close of business. Should a con-
test be filed, a public hearing will be held to determine the 
validity of the contest and the board’s verdict shall be final.

In January, the Election Board certified the four candi-
dates running for Executive Branch offices after that respec-
tive filing period ended. Geoffrey Standing Bear (incumbent) 
and Maria Whitehorn are running for Principal Chief and 
Assistant Principal Chief candidates are Raymond Red Corn 
(incumbent) and Otto Hamilton.

or approval from the Osage 
Minerals Council. 

In an effort to install the 
turbine foundations, Osage 
Wind dug pits measuring 60 
feet wide and 30 feet deep. In 
the process, it excavated more 
than 60,000 cubic yards of 
limestone, dolemite and oth-
er minerals, ran the smaller 
chunks through a rock crush-
er, then returned them to the 
earth, thus prompting a debate 
on the definition of “mining.” 

Under federal statute, any 
mining activity conducted 

in Osage County requires a 
permit from the BIA. Nei-
ther Enel Green Power North 
America nor its subsidiary, 
Enel Kansas, obtained one, 
prompting the United States 
to bring litigation forward in 
2014 on behalf of the Osage  
Minerals Council. 

The council filed its motion 
to intervene electronically af-
ter the close of business on the 
deadline day after receiving 
late notification that the De-
partment of Interior would not 
challenge the initial district 
court ruling.  

Attorneys for the three wind 
energy companies also main-
tain that the 10th Circuit 

Court ignored Osage Coun-
ty-specific provisions of the 
Code of Federal Regulations to 
the detriment of surface own-
ers when it determined what 
constitutes mining.  

“Nothing in the text of the 
regulation at issue … sup-
ports the 10th Circuit’s hold-
ing that ‘sorting and crushing 
of rocks to provide structural 
support’ for on-site construc-
tion constitutes mining,”  
Harrington wrote. 

Responses to the wind ener-
gy companies’ petition are due 
April 5. If certiorari is grant-
ed, the earliest the court could 
hear arguments is in October.

the ON government campus 
in Pawhuska and will be sep-
arate from the ON general 
election, which will be held the 
same day.

OMC election voting hours 
are from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Vot-
ers must be 18 years of age or 
over on election day. Osage 
shareholder voters must pos-
sess a CDIB card showing 

their Osage ancestry, and the 
voter’s name must be on the 
quarterly annuity roll of the 
Osage Agency as of the last 
quarterly payment immedi-
ately preceding the date of the 
election, according to Ponca.

Each OMC seat has a four-
year term and the OMC typ-
ically meets at least twice a 
month in the Chambers build-
ing where their administrative 
offices are located.

Guarantee Program and John-
son O’Malley Program. 

Instead, those will at worst, 
receive flat funding from the 
previous and at best, receive 
a seven-figure increase from 
2017, as was the case with the 
Indian Community Develop-
ment Block Grant program un-
der the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. 

The Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, originally projected to 
take a $453 million cut under 
the executive branch’s propos-
al, will instead receive a 7.1 
percent increase from 2017. 
Among the BIA programs spe-
cifically benefiting from the 
additional funds are construc-
tion, which is slated to get an 
extra $162 million, and the 
BIA Law Enforcement Opioid 

Initiative, which will receive 
an extra $7.5 million. 

Indian Health Service will 
receive a 10 percent boost, or 
$497.9 million, with $125 mil-
lion earmarked just for con-
struction. 

Although the cut was small-
er than requested by the 
executive branch, the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, formerly known as 
food stamps, will receive $4.4 
million less this fiscal year. 
Funding was held flat for the 
Food Distribution Program on 
Indian Reservations. 

The measure was signed 
into law just hours before 
the federal government was 
scheduled to shut down. Presi-
dent Trump had threatened to 
veto the measure earlier in the 
day in part because it did not 
match his office’s budget re-
quest for border wall funding. 

definite need for a drug 
task force, especially with 
the rise of opioid use and 
methamphetamine. The 
Nation has also formed a 
six-member SWAT tactical 
team that works with seven 
officers from the county and 
other municipal agencies. 

“We are still moving for-
ward with our Special Law 
Enforcement Commissions 
through the Bureau of Indi-
an Affairs. We just complet-
ed our refresher course on 
that and are getting ready 
to send off our packets,” 
Williams said.

When Virden pulled the 
ONPD’s cross-commission 
cards, District Attorney Rex 
Duncan said in a Facebook 
post that ONPD officers 
needed their BIA commis-
sions renewed before the 
Sheriff’s Department could 
let them patrol on state 

and county roads again. 

Duncan was responding to 

allegations from the com-

munity for advising Virden 

to pull the commissions for 

the ONPD officers. There 

are 13 ONPD officers that 

need to renew their BIA 

commissions and Williams 

said that process is nearly 

complete. 

Osage Nation police of-

ficers were first cross-com-

missioned by the Osage 

County Sheriff’s Office 

during the tenure of Sher-

iff Ty Koch about 10 years 

ago, according to The Big-

heart Times. Williams said 

that former ON Chief of 

Police John Drexil had a 

cross-commission through 

the Osage County Sheriff’s 

office for the last 22 years. 

Osage Congress honors four former 
Osage National Councilwomen
Benny Polacca
Osage News

In honor of Women’s Histo-
ry Month, four former Osage 
National Councilwomen were 
recognized by the Fifth Osage 
Nation Congress for their gov-
ernment service.

On March 26, the Hun-
Kah Session started and 
that day the Congress vot-
ed unanimously to issue four 
resolutions honoring former 
National Councilwomen Vir-
ginia Bennett, Dawn Pratt 
Harrington, Cheryl Potts and  
Cecelia Tallchief.

The Osage National Council 
form of government ran from 
1994 to 1997.

Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox asked for the motion to ap-
prove the resolutions and after 
they passed, she issued cita-
tions of commendation to each 
of the former Councilwomen 
present with their families 
and friends who filled the at-
tendee seating area of the ON  
Capitol Building.

“Three years ago, I was 
thinking about the women 
who have served in our Osage 
government. I was raised by 
my grandmother Marguerite 
Matin Waller who was very 
active in government, so I can 
recall being a young girl com-
ing up to elections very early 
on and waiting up all night 
to wait on the results and it 
was a fun time, I remember 
we had dances,” Goodfox said. 
“March is Women’s History 
Month and I’ve started this 
as a way to honor the ladies 
that have gone before us and 
helped make a way for the la-
dies that are here now. So we 
started honoring our women 
in government and our elected 
officials.”

Goodfox said past honor-
ees include those women who 
served on the First ON Con-
gress when the reformed gov-
ernment launched in 2006 
and women who served on the 
former government’s Osage 
Tribal Council. One-by-one, 
Goodfox recognized the four 
Councilwomen and present-

ed them with the certificates, 
bouquets of flowers and shared 
summaries of their profession-
al backgrounds.

• Dawn Pratt Harrington 

was elected to the Nation-

al Council in 1996 and 

served until the govern-

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

On March 26, the Fifth Osage Nation Congress issued citations of com-
mendation to four Osage women who served on the National Council in 
the 1990s. Those former councilwomen recognized are (left to right): Vir-
ginia Bennett, Dawn Pratt Harrington, Cecelia Tallchief and Cheryl Potts. 
The four women received the honors in recognition of Women’s History 
Month. 

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Fifth Osage Nation Congresswomen pose for photos with former Osage 
National Councilwomen who received citations of commendation during 
the March 26 Hun-kah Session as part of observing Women’s History 
Month. Pictured are (left to right): Congresswoman Alice Goodfox, Vir-
ginia Bennett, Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt, Cheryl Potts, Dawn 
Pratt Harrington, Cecelia Tallchief, Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn and 
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards.

See wOmen
—Continued  on Page 16

Congratulations to Osage 
Nation Princess Jasmine Phet-
sacksith for being selected as 
one of the 2018 Jenks Public 
Schools Native American Ed-
ucation Students of the Year! 
A senior at Jenks, she will be 
recognized with a specialized 
medal at their Awards Cere-
mony on April 4th!
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The Osage Nation Prevention Program is about to begin their “2018 
Osage Nation Prevention Movie Under the Stars Tour.” The films will 
be shown on the last Friday of each month.

ON Prevention Program to 
begin their “Movies Under 
the Stars” tour in April
Osage News

The Osage Nation Prevention Program’s popular outdoor 
movie series will be back in April.

Osage families from around the county travel to take part 
in the free family fun as the Prevention Program showed 
contemporary films and movie classics to the delight of chil-
dren and adults alike. Healthy food and snacks were on 
hand and other entertainment as they showed films in dif-
ferent communities in Osage County.  

According to Prevention Program staff, they are currently 
finalizing the schedule and will release dates and locations 
for the “2018 Osage Nation Prevention Movie Under the 
Stars Tour.” The films will be shown on the last Friday of 
each month.

The first stop for the outdoor movie tour will be Pawhuska 
and the film showings start at sundown. 

It is recommended attendees bring blankets or lawn 
chairs for seating and arrive with plenty of time to park and 
get settled prior to show time. 

For more information call the ON Prevention Pro-
gram at (918) 287-5595 or follow them on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/Osage-Nation-Prevention-Pro-
gram-197860996917411/ 

Osage Nation Museum acquires
map dating back to 1900  
Osage Nation Museum

The Osage Nation Museum 
recently acquired a 1900 ref-
erence map used by the Osage 
Agency.

The reference map, which 
dates back to the early 1900s, 
was used by the Osage Agen-
cy to track the name, assigned 
number, location and size of 
the pasture leases across what 
was then the Osage Reserva-
tion, in addition to the names 
of the lessees. It also shows 
the portions of the leases un-
der cultivation. The reserva-
tion was owned communally so 
the proceeds from those leases 
would have been collected to 
the credit of the Osage Nation. 

Osage Nation Museum cura-
tor Hallie Winter says the map 
is a significant piece of history 
to the Osage Nation.

“We are grateful to Mr. 
George Weston and Assistant 
Chief Raymond W. Red Corn 
for donating such a wonder-
ful piece of Osage history to 
the Museum,” said Winter. 
“We strive to enrich the lives 
of Osage Nation members, 
constituents and the gener-
al public through education, 
interpretation and research. 
This generous gift aides us in 
this purpose.”

Assistant Principal Chief 
Red Corn says the Museum 
expands its collections through 
the donation of objects and ar-
tifacts.

“The map is a one-of-a-kind 
document showing the history 

and earlier years of our Na-
tion,” said Red Corn. “We un-
derstood the significance of the 
map as it is looks like it’s an 
original work of the cartogra-
pher. With the partnership of 
Hallie, George and myself we 
were able to bring this map 
home for all to see.” 

The Osage Museum is lo-
cated in historic Pawhuska, 
Oklahoma, the capital of the 
Osage Nation. The first tribal 
museum opened in May 1938. 

The exhibits on display convey 
the story of the Osage people 
through history and celebrate 
Osage culture. Showcased in 
the museum are photo collec-
tions, historical artifacts in 
addition to traditional and 
contemporary art. 

For more information about 
the Osage Nation or the mu-
seum, visit www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov or https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/museum.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Museum

The Osage Nation Museum recently acquired a 1900 reference map used 
by the Osage Agency.
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The Osage Nation Museum recently acquired a 1900 reference map used 
by the Osage Agency.
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The Osage Nation Museum recently acquired a 1900 reference map used 
by the Osage Agency.

Osage Nation history promoted 
during county tourism forum 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

SKIATOOK, Okla. – Osage 
Nation members joined local 
and regional entrepreneurs 
and tourism enthusiasts here 
for the Feb. 16 Osage County 
Tourism Forum where pre-
senters shared their thoughts 
on why “We Love the Osage.”

Over 60 people attended 
the annual tourism promotion 
event at the Skiatook Osage 
Casino Hotel with business 
owners, local chamber of com-
merce officials, Osage Coun-
ty tourism officials and other  
local government officials in 
attendance. 

In a keynote presentation 
titled “We Love Our Histo-
ry,” Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear shared sever-
al thoughts on Osage history 
and said those stories need to 
be told in discussing who the 
Osage people are. 

“For every Standing Bear, 
there is a Clavier of the French 
family and they are Osage as I 
am, and for every Red Eagle, 
there is a Revelette or there’s 
a Boulanger or there’s a Tay-
rien… and Christy (Red Ea-
gle also in attendance) and I 
are direct descendants from 
Nathaniel Pryor who was a 
sergeant with the Lewis and 
Clark expedition, Standing 
Bear said. “I remind the peo-
ple of Missouri of the Chou-
teau family, who founded the 
city of St. Louis, well where 
did they all go? Here we are, 
that’s us. So that proud history 
of English, French and Native 
American is represented today 
by the Osage people and that 
culture has evolved.”

For example, Standing Bear 
noted Osages have several ba-
sic traditions that define the 
tribe, which include starting 
activities with a prayer to show 
proper respects. “How can we 
show the world who we are? 
That is something we are look-
ing at right now. There has not 
been, in my time at the (Na-
tion) and an elected official, a 
real organized tourism effort. 
We started something with a 

gift shop through our museum 
and that didn’t work out and 
since then, I’ve been meeting 
with different people on what 
can we do to show our culture 
ourselves – not let Hollywood 
do it, not let people who think 
that all we just dance around 
every now and then in some In-
dian clothes – Let me tell you 
some of the things we’re going 
to do: No. 1: We’re reaching out 
to people just like you so you 
can show us the best way to do 
these things.”

Standing Bear said network-
ing with entities including 
Tulsa tourism professionals 
is crucial to help promote the 
Osage at a regional level to 
bring in out-of-state and in-
ternational visitors to see the 
area’s Native American cul-
ture. Also, Standing Bear said 
promoting existing tribal enti-
ties such as the ON Museum 
in Pawhuska is a tool to gar-
ner tourism, including those 
crowds who are visiting The 
Pioneer Woman Mercantile.  
He said other entities that 
discuss Osage history should 
also be promoted including the 
Whitehair Memorial research 
museum between Hominy and 
Fairfax. The Whitehair Me-
morial is the former estate of 
Lilly Burkhart and is the home 
to the Louis Burns Collection 
(Osage Historian). The Okla-
homa Historical Society now 
manages the Whitehair Me-
morial estate.   

Standing Bear also noted 

more renovation work is un-
derway on the Nation’s Visitors 
Center located at Main Street 
an Lynn Avenue in Pawhuska 
and there are plans to open it 
in May, which will serve as an-
other outlet for the Nation to 
promote the tribe, its culture 
and language, as well as Osage 
Casinos. During the 2017 Tzi-
Zho Session, the Fifth ON Con-
gress approved a capital asset 
and improvement appropria-
tion bill for several projects in-
cluding $50,000 in renovation 
costs for the Visitors Center, 
which was a former pawn shop 
before the Nation purchased  
the building.

The tourism forum attend-
ees also heard presentations 
from other individuals includ-
ing Christy Red Eagle, who is a 
marketing specialist for Osage 
Casinos. Red Eagle shared 
several fact tidbits on the Na-
tion including the Osage is the 
only tribe in Oklahoma that 
paid cash for its land, which 
is present-day Osage County, 
when the tribe left prior home-
lands in Kansas and Missouri 
in the late 1800s. She also not-
ed in recent years, the Nation 
has started pursuing efforts to 
purchase back Osage County 
land that was lost during set-
tlement years with the most 
recent purchase being the 
43,000-acre Bluestem Ranch 
formerly owned by media mo-
gul and conservationist Ted 
Turner.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear speaks at the 2018 
Osage County Tourism Forum on Feb. 16 at the Skiatook Osage Casino 
Hotel with this year’s theme “We Love The Osage.”

museum 
–from Page 6

About the Osage Nation Museum
The premiere destination to experience Osage history, art, 

and culture, the Osage Nation Museum (ONM) is located at 819 
Grandview Ave. in historic Pawhuska, Oklahoma. Our contin-
uously changing exhibits convey the story of the Osage people 
throughout history and celebrate Osage culture today. High-
lights include an extensive photograph collection, historical ar-
tifacts, and traditional and contemporary art.  Founded in 1938, 
the ONM is America’s first tribal museum. Admission and park-
ing is free. 

To learn more, visit www.osagenation-nsn.gov/museum on 
Facebook at facebook.com/OsageNationMuseum.
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Election policy for Osage News 
staff and Editorial Board
ensure unbiased coverage
Osage News

The Osage News staff and Editorial Board have enacted 
policies and procedures to ensure ethical, fair and accurate 
news coverage during Osage Nation elections for its readers.

The News staff and board are not allowed to attend, cov-
er, post updates, post fliers or photos about Osage Nation 
candidate announcement dinners or meet and greets on any 
Osage News social media or any personal social media. 

The Editorial Board is a three-person board that oversees 
the operations of the News and its editor. The board mem-
bers are Jerri Jean Branstetter (chair), Teresa Trumbly 
Lamsam (vice chair) and Lu King. 

The News staff and board, if related to a candidate, must 
recuse themselves from news coverage during the election. 
This rule applies in the instance of first and second-degree 
relatives. Thomas Trumbly, who filed his candidacy on 
March 12, is the brother of Lamsam. Lamsam will recuse 
herself from any issues related to Congressional Election 
coverage. 

Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt filed her candida-
cy for re-election on Feb. 6 and is the niece of Branstetter. 
Branstetter will recuse herself from any issues related to 
Congressional Election coverage. 

The News staff and board cannot fraternize or join in with 
ON candidates on Election Day at their camps. The News 
staff and board can only visit camps for newsgathering pur-
poses. 

The Osage News election policy and procedures have been 
in place since 2013. For more information or questions, 
please contact Osage News Editor Shannon Shaw Duty at  
sshaw@osagenation-nsn.gov.

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center  
seeking applicants for optometrist 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center is seeking an op-
tometrist to oversee the eye  
clinic’s functions.

Current optometrist Dr. 
Marshall Walker announced 
his resignation effective 
April 27, said Dr. Ron Shaw 
who is CEO of the WHC in  
Pawhuska. In the meantime, 
the optometrist position is be-
ing advertised.

A job posting for the optom-
etrist position is now listed 
on the Osage Nation website 
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/op-
portunities/job-listings under 
“Osage Nation Government - 
Available Positions.”

On March 15, Shaw told the 
ON Health Authority Board he 
was informed Walker has ac-
cepted another job in Stillwa-
ter where he currently lives. 
Walker started working for 
the WHC in November 2015 
after the Nation entered into 

an Indian Health Service com-
pact agreement and the clinic 
received its rebranded name.  

Shaw said the optometry 
clinic had a “bare bones staff” 
with Walker, an unfilled as-
sistant position and an office 
staffer and said there are still 
plans to hire an optometry 
technician to assist the next 
optometrist with duties includ-
ing eye screenings. “As soon as 
we get that next person lined 
up to hire, we’re going to re-
post the optometry tech po-
sition… to have someone do 
the screenings and it will be  
more efficient.”

Clinic Manager Paula Sta-
bler also told the health board 
new optometry equipment 
that had been ordered has 
gone through delays in the or-
der processing that’s lasted a 
year and the order is coming  
from overseas. 

During the 2017 Hun-Kah 
Session, the Fifth ON Con-
gress approved $516,000 for 
new up-to-date optometry and 
X-ray equipment in the clinic. 
The money was appropriated 
to the Nation’s Capital Asset 
and Improvement Fund.  

On a related note, Stabler 
said the clinic’s dental depart-
ment is awaiting custom-built 
patient chairs that were or-
dered. The clinic purchased a 
new dental 3-D X-ray machine, 
which arrived in March and 
staff underwent training on 
using the machine, she said.   

According to the optom-
etrist job posting, the hired 
person must have a Doctor of 
Optometry degree; current/ 
unrestricted license to practice 
in Oklahoma; and at least two 
years of clinic work experience.  

Osage News and Osage 
Language Department  
rewards first winner of 
Osage Language Challenge 
Osage News

The winner of the Osage 
News’ inaugural Osage 
Language Challenge for 
the month of February is 
Frankie Meylor from Au-
burn, Calif. 

Frankie emailed her 
completed Osage Lan-
guage Challenge to the 
News and won $40 for her 
efforts in completing the 
challenge in the February 
2018 edition of the Osage 
News.

The News and the Lan-
guage department have 
partnered to bring read-
ers the Osage Language 
Challenge. Each month 
the Language Department 
will provide a language-based challenge that will encour-
age our readers to download the Osage Language App titled 
“Wahzhazhe” and use it to find the answers. As an incen-
tive, the Osage News will provide a monetary prize to the 
lucky winner! For your chance to win simply complete the 
challenge, cut out and mail back to the Osage News, or take 
a photo of your completed challenge and email or Facebook 
message it to us, along with your name, address and phone 
number.

Your name will be entered into a drawing and we will 
select the lucky winner, via Facebook Live, each month! All 
completed challenges need to be received by the Osage News 
staff before the 28th of each month by 4:30 p.m. CST. Watch 
our Facebook page for details!

Osage News
604 Kihekah
Pawhuska, OK 74056
Email: osagenews@osagenation-nsn.gov 
Phone: (918) 287-5668

Osage News

The Wahzhazhe App can be down-
loaded on any device.  

See strOnghearts
—Continued  on Page 17

StrongHearts Native Helpline Dedicates One-
Year Anniversary to American Indian and 
Alaska Native Survivors of Domestic Violence
Mallory Black

AUSTIN – Celebrating 
one year of operations, the 
StrongHearts Native Helpline 
(1-844-7NATIVE) is honored 
to serve as the first national 
helpline created specifically to 
support Native American sur-
vivors and concerned family 
members and friends affect-
ed by domestic violence and 
dating violence. Since March 
6, 2017, advocates at Strong-
Hearts have responded to 
calls from 68 American Indian 
and Alaska Native commu-
nities across 40 states, help-
ing to fill a gap in critically 
needed support services that 
are specialized to address the 
unique barriers often faced by 
Native survivors of intimate  
partner abuse.

Last spring, the Strong-
Hearts Native Helpline 
(StrongHearts) launched as 
a collaborative project of the 
National Indigenous Women’s 
Resource Center and the Na-
tional Domestic Violence Ho-
tline, who partnered to create 
a helpline to respond to the 
epidemic of violence in Native 
communities. Advocates at 
StrongHearts navigate each 
caller’s abuse situation based 
on a strong understanding of 
Native culture and tradition, 
and offer support and resourc-
es in a safe, confidential and 
healing environment. Every 
call is answered with compas-
sion and respect. 

“We are humbled with how 
much support the Strong-
Hearts Native Helpline is 
receiving from advocates, pro-
grams and tribes across Indi-
an Country and our Alaska 
Native villages,” said Strong-
Hearts Assistant Director Lori 
Jump (Sault Ste. Marie Tribe 
of Chippewa Indians). “Every 

day is a step forward in the 
work to support Native survi-
vors of abuse. Advocating for 
our callers is at the heart of 
what we do and why we chose 
to dedicate this first year to 
them. To all our Native survi-
vors out there, we hear you—
we hear your stories. You are 
not alone.”

Within its first year, Strong-
Hearts expanded rapidly to 
serve all Native American com-
munities across the U.S. with 
an initial outreach focus in the 
states of Kansas, Oklahoma 
and Nebraska. By the end of 
2017, the StrongHearts team 
completed its database project 
to identify culturally-specific 
and tribally-based resourc-
es for American Indians and 
Alaska Natives, a group that 
experiences high rates of vi-
olence and unique barriers to 
receiving justice and support.

According to a recent study 
by National Institute of Jus-
tice (NIJ), more than four in 
five Native women and men 
have experienced violence in 
their lifetime, and more than 
one in three Native people 
have experienced violence 
within the past year. Of those 
who had experienced violence, 
more than one in three Native 
women and more than one in 
six Native men were unable to 

access the supportive services 
they needed. 

“What we confirmed after 
completing our database proj-
ect is what we’ve known all 
along—there is a severe gap 
in culturally-specific or tribal-
ly-run services for Native sur-
vivors in the aftermath of these 
crimes,” said Caroline LaPorte 
(immediate descendant of the 
Little River Band of Ottawa 
Indians), Senior Native Affairs 
Policy Advisor for NIWRC and 
StrongHearts. “We know that 
we cannot do this work alone—
our callers need to be able to 
access culturally appropriate, 
community-based resources.”

The NIJ report highlighted 
the extreme rates of violence 
perpetrated against Native 
Americans across the board, 
where Native Americans are 
twice as likely to experience 
rape or sexual assault and are 
five times more likely to be vic-
tims of homicide in their life-
time when compared to other 
groups in the U.S.

“Our goal at StrongHearts 
is to do whatever we can to 
weave together a support net-
work for Native people in a 
way that promotes safety and 
healing,” Jump said. “We have 
connected with so many of 
our relatives who have shared 

ONPD Officer Nick Silva said the six officers on the Tactical Response 
Team designed their patches their wear on their uniforms. The patch has 
two axes crossing, with ONPD and Osage orthography that says “Osage.”

ONPD officers run through a simulation. The training took place just out-
side the Dick Conner Correctional Facility in Hominy.

ONPD officers run through a simulation. The training took place just out-
side the Dick Conner Correctional Facility in Hominy.

traInIng 
–from Page 9
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More bills and resolutions filed
for consideration during Hun-Kah 
Congressional Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

As the 2018 Osage Nation Congressional Hun-Kah Session 
continues, more bills and resolutions will be considered for ac-
tion as the Congress meets during the 24-day duration.

Other bills/ resolutions now on file include: 

• ONCA 18-09 (sponsored by Congressional Speaker Angela 
Pratt): A bill requesting a $281,780 supplemental appro-
priation for the Nation’s Primary Residential Treatment 
facilities also referred to as the Willow Tree Residential 
Treatment Centers. The requested funding (from the Na-
tion’s general treasury) would go toward treatment oper-
ations and staffing needs for the facilities that serve men 
and women seeking treatment for substance/ alcohol abuse.

• ONCA 18-10 (Congresswoman Shannon Edwards): 
A bill to authorize the Principal Chief to issue limit-
ed waivers of sovereign immunity under specific cir-
cumstances. If passed, the bill allows the Principal 
Chief to grant limited waivers of sovereign immunity 
from suit and consent to be sued in tribal court or oth-
er competent court jurisdictions should a dispute arise 
from contracts/ agreements with outside entities. 

• Conditions noted in the bill include: Any such waiver or 
consent to suit shall only be granted to the U.S. govern-
ment, the state of Oklahoma or a federal/ state govern-
ment agency; the waiver must be in writing and in a form 
approved by the ON Attorney General; and any waiver 
issued by the Principal Chief shall not exceed five years.

• ONCR 18-03 (Maria Whitehorn): A resolution to designate 
ON Energy Services LLC (ONES) as a subsidiary LLC of 
Tallgrass Economic Development LLC, pursuant to the 
Nation’s LLC Act, as the sole member of both entities.

• ONCR 18-04 (Whitehorn): A resolution to designate 
Osage LLC as a subsidiary LLC of Tallgrass Eco-
nomic Development LLC, pursuant to the Nation’s 
LLC Act, as the sole member of both entities.

• ONCR 18-05 (Congressman RJ Walker): A resolution 
to consent to the conveyance of a real property tract 
in Hominy currently held in the name of the Osage 
Nation and within the Nation’s housing stock.

• ONCR 18-06 (Walker): A resolution to consent to the 
conveyance of two pieces of real property current-
ly in the ON Housing Department to their respective 
homebuyers who fulfilled their contractual require-
ment for homeownership in the housing program. 

During the session and committee meetings held in the Con-
gressional chambers building, those public meetings (except ex-
ecutive sessions) will be live streamed at: www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/multimedia/live-media

Bills now filed for consideration 
during 2018 Hun-Kah Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Day One of the 2018 Osage Nation Congressional Hun-
Kah Session is Monday, March 26, starting at 10 a.m. in the 
ON Capitol Building on Main Street in Pawhuska.

The 12-member legislative body will consider filed leg-
islative bills, resolutions and other matters brought to the 
Legislative Branch for review and action. Other matters in-
clude consideration of any board/ commission appointees for 
confirmation to those respective board seats. 

The members will also meet in Congressional committee 
meetings, which will be scheduled as needed throughout the 
session for initial reviews and consideration of legislation 
and other matters.

The spring Congressional session is one of two regular 
sessions mandated by the 2006 Osage Constitution and may 
last up to 24 days. Any session may be extended up to three 
days and those extensions may be granted by the Congres-
sional Speaker at the written request of two-thirds of the 
members or may be granted by the Principal Chief, the con-
stitution states.

The following bills are filed with the Congressional  
office and will be up for consideration during the Hun- 
Kah Session:

• ONCA 18-04 (sponsored by Congresswoman Shan-
non Edwards): A bill to provide a $134,750 appropri-
ation to the Osage Minerals Council, which will go 
toward 2018 fiscal year office space occupancy and 
indirect costs. If passed, the funding would come 
from the Nation’s general fund in the Treasury.

• ONCA 18-05 (Congressman Otto Hamilton): A 
bill to provide a $1.1 million appropriation to 
the Osage Nation Environmental Services LLC 
(ONES). If passed, the funding would come from 
the Nation’s Economic Development fund.

• ONCA 18-06 (Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn): 
A bill seeking amendments to the Nation’s Lim-
ited Liabilities Company Act. According to a filed 
copy of the bill, proposed changes include man-
dating: “Any LLC in which a wholly-owned Osage 
Nation LLC is the sole member shall be man-
aged by a Board of Directors or by a manager.”

• The bill also seeks to add amendments, which in-
clude requirements of LLC board members to be at 
least 25 years old, have a high school diploma/ GED 
and have no felony convictions, as well as substan-
tial business, financial or industry experience. LLC 
manager will also have a minimum age requirement 
to be at least 25 years old and other qualifications set 
forth in the LLC subsidiary articles of organization.

• ONCA 18-07 (Congressional Speaker Ange-
la Pratt): A bill to provide a supplemental ap-
propriation of $41,337 to the Nation’s Wildland 
Fire Management Office for equipment acqui-

See BIlls
—Continued  on Page 19
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All Photos SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The Osage Nation celebrated its sovereignty by hosting a Sovereignty Day Dance at the Osage County Fair-
grounds in Pawhuska on March 17. Head Man Dancer for the dance was Dillon Moore, Head Lady Dancer was 
Jenna Smith. Dancers from all over Indian Country competed for $1,000 first place prize money. 

Amanda Proctor dances in the grand entry of the 2018 Osage Nation 
Sovereignty Day Dance on March 17 at the Osage County Fairgrounds 
in Pawhuska.

Princesses attend the 2018 Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Dance on March 17 at the Osage County Fairgrounds 
in Pawhuska.

Tiny tots dance at the 2018 Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Dance on 
March 17 at the Osage County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

ABOVE: Joseph Pratt competes in the Straight Dance competition at the 
2018 Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Dance on March 17 at the Osage 
County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

LEFT: Cherylyn Satepauhoodle (right) competes in the Women’s Cloth at 
the 2018 Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Dance on March 17 at the Osage 
County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

Buckskin dancers dance in grand entry at the 2018 Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Dance on March 17 at the 
Osage County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

ABOVE: Head Lady Dancer Jenna Smith 
and family dance on her special at the 
2018 Osage Nation Sovereignty Day 
Dance on March 17 at the Osage County 
Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

Head Man Dancer Dillon Moore and his family dance on his special at the 2018 Osage Nation Sovereignty Day 
Dance on March 17 at the Osage County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

Sovereignty Day
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ABOVE: Singers and Lady Singers sing during an Intertribal dance at the 2018 Osage Nation Sovereignty Day 
Dance on March 17 at the Osage County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

RIGHT: A jingle dress dancer dances during an Intertribal at the 2018 Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Dance on 
March 17 at the Osage County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.
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APRIL
April 16-20 

Four Corners of the Osage 
Visit Sites in Arkan-
sas, Missouri, Okla-
homa, and Kansas 
Registration period: Feb-
ruary 1 to February 28 
For more information 
contact Courtney Neff 
at (918) 287-9741

April 20 
Deadline to submit Absen-
tee  
Ballot Request forms
For Osage Na-
tion Congress
Must be received by close 
of business at 4:30 p.m. 
Osage Nation Elec-
tion Office 
608 Kihekah 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

April 21
United Osages of Southern 
California Spring Meeting 
Carlsbad Senior Center 
799 Pine Ave. 
Carlsbad, California
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information 
contact Greg Clavier 
at (760) 802-7591

April 22
Northern California  
Osage Meeting 
Fairfield Inn and Suites 
2100 Freeway Drive 
Woodland, California 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information 
go to www.northern-
californiaosage.org 

April 22
Osage Tribal Princess 
Sorority Honor Dance 

Osage County Fair-
grounds Ag Building 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
2 pm to 10 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (405) 933-3174 or 
noodlefeen2@gmail.com

April 30
Absentee Ballot  
Mailing Begins 
For Osage  
Nation Congress 
Osage Nation Elec-
tion Office 
608 Kihekah 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

MAY
May 12 

Grayhorse War Mothers 
Annual Soldier Dance 
Flag Raising at 1:30 p.m. 
Supper at 5:30 p.m. 
War Dance at 7 p.m. 
For more information 
contact Mary Elsber-
ry at (918) 396-3314

May 25 – 27 
54th Annual Delaware  
Pow Wow 
Fred Fall-Leaf Memo-
rial Campgrounds 
For more information 
contact (918) 766-3894

JUNE
June 1 

Early Voting Day 1 
General Election
Polling place:  
Election Office, 608 
Kihekah, Pawhuska
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286

June 2 
Early Voting Day 2

General Election
Polling place:  
Election Office, 608 
Kihekah, Pawhuska 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286

June 4 
General Election Day 
Polling place: Osage 
Nation Museum
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286

June 14 – 17 
Hominy In-Lon-Schka 
Hominy, Oklahoma 

June 28 – July1 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma

AUGUST
August 4-5

Osage Women’s Conference
Osage Casino - Skiatook
Proceeds go to benefit  
the Pawnee/Osage 
CASA program
For more information, 
contact Rosemary Shaw 
at (580) 822-0088 or 
Paula Stabler at 
(918) 237-7434

––––––––––––––––––
Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, 
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 
sure to include event date, loca-
tion, email and web address (if 
applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contacted 

for validation, if necessary. Dead-

line for the May issue is April 18, 

2018.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Margo Gray announces  
her candidacy for Osage 
Minerals Council
By Margo Gray

Ha.we Osage Shareholders,
My name is Margo Gray and 

I am an Osage Shareholder 
who desires to represent you 
on the Osage Mineral Council.  
My background consists of 18 
years in Law Enforcement and 
I’m currently in my 20th year of 
private business. Since 1998, I 
have built two businesses, one 
in the civil engineering field 
and one in strategic business 
consulting, Margo Gray and As-
sociates. MGA was developed 
out of the need to build and 
connect Corporate America and 
Native American owned busi-
nesses and tribal enterprises 
and governments. 

We have accomplishments 
in introducing, educating and 
strong emphasis in market-
ing and cultivating the busi-
ness relationships in corporate 
America into Indian Country 
for monetary success. In order 
to make the next step of get-
ting together with the best and 
brightest minds in the petro-
leum industry you need some-
one who can open those doors. 

Communication + Strategies 
+ Vision

My experience in business 
development and marketing 
are strong; and an essential 
skill for the Osage Minerals 
Council success.  To take us in 

this direction we need strategic 
relationships to gain access to 
new technologies to monetize 
our plan, which means working 
with the BIA and the federal 
government to streamline and 
simplifying the permitting pro-
cess for successful outcomes.  I 
can work to not only replicate 
but improve on successful tribal 
oil and gas models right here in 
the Osage.

Our Osage oil and gas re-
serves can be and should be 
utilized to develop companies/
operations that establishes two 
things maximize and mone-
tize the benefits directly to the 
Osage Shareholders, which 
means to increase your quar-
terly check, we must carve out 
a part of the business for our-
selves.  It is time to develop a 
long-term plan for growth of the 
oil and gas estate, on our own 
terms and to include many of 
our long-established relation-
ships with producers and be 
business friendly. For instance, 
I recently discussed with the Of-
fice of Indian Energy and Eco-
nomic Development (OIEED) 
they advised they have monies 
available to hire engineers and 
provide feasibility studies.  

We need to evolve and nego-
tiate the fair market prices for 
our oil and gas and not receive 
pennies on the dollar.  A re-
cent presentation at the Osage 
Shareholders Association meet-
ing on the Natural Gas report 
exposed that since 2012, we lost 
56 million in potential revenue 
from natural gas sales.  This 
is not only shocking but unac-
ceptable, as the saying goes 
“knowledge is power”. This in-
formation urged me to run for a 
seat on the Mineral Council to 
bring my 20 plus years of expe-
rience in working with the BIA, 
Federal and State government, 
Corporate America and other 
Tribal Nations.  

Why you should vote for me?
In closing, I pledge to focus 

on several things: protect the 
Osage Mineral estate, maxi-
mize profits and be a vigilant 
watchdog over our oil and gas 

accounting. What I won’t do is 
spend my time fighting politi-
cal spats long decided by feder-
al law. Our mission is simple: 
protect the mineral estate and 
maximize profits. 

Contact: 918-381-2759, mar-
gograyosage@gmail.com, for 
groups GoTomeeting  

Colt Herren announces  
his candidacy for Osage 
Nation Congress
By Colt Herren

Hello, my name is Colt Her-
ren and I am asking for your 
support for Osage Nation Con-
gress. 

I live in Skiatook, OK with 
my wife, Sara, and our chil-
dren, Cash, Chaz and Chloe, 
on our Osage County ranch. 
Our ranch was original allotted 
land to my mother’s side of the 
family, the Stevens’/Wyricks’. It 
has been passed down through 
the generations and I am now 
the 5th generation to own it. 
While keeping it a working cat-
tle ranch, I am doing my best 
to teach my children how to be 
good stewards of the land.

Being a tribal member land 
owner, I want to make sure 
that our lands (whether tribal 
or member owned) are being 
taken care of by the lessee.  To 
ensure that the lands are being 
taken care of not only to the 
owner’s desire (within reason) 
but also the way that our ances-

tors intended. I would love to 
see a Cultural Center and Trib-
al Kid’s Programs developed on 
the Blue Stem Ranch. There is 
great opportunity to not only to 
enrich our Osage culture with 
our members, but bring mind-
fulness to the community. The 
Kid’s Programs could benefit 
the children of our future, giv-
ing them opportunities they 
may otherwise not have. 

I have been in public ser-
vice since 2003. I started my 
firefighting career with Skia-
took Fire Dept. and joined the 
Osage County Sheriff’s Office 
in 2005, where I have worked 
my way up to Reserve Sargent. 
I then joined the Tulsa Fire 
Dept. in 2006 where I am cur-
rently a firefighter. I feel that 
these rolls have given me the 
experience needed to represent 
the people of the Osage Nation 
by working with the public on 
a day to day basis. I am very 
interested in and look forward 
to start working towards an 
Osage Nation ran Ambulance 
Service for all of Osage County. 
This service would focus on the 
rural areas and cities without a 
current emergency medical ser-
vice. This would give benefits 
to make the nation itself more 
self-sufficient and could possi-
bly bring in additional revenue 
for the tribe. 

Being a foster/ adoptive par-
ent for the Osage Nation, I have 
a strong desire for the social ser-
vices. I want to make sure that 
our social service department 
always has the funding and 
personnel needed to protect and 
serve our foster children and 
adults needing assistance. This 
would ensure that our most vul-
nerable members do not get left 
behind and overlooked. 

 I want to make sure that the 
members always know what 
programs are available to help 
them prosper but more impor-
tantly, I promise to always be 
the voice for people of the Osage 
Nation.

These are just a few of my 
ideas that I feel could not only 
make the tribe stronger, but 
also benefit the members of the 
Osage Nation. 

Thank you 
Colt Herren
918-637-6214
Colher85@aol.com

Brandy Lemon announces 
her candidacy for Osage 
Nation Congress
By Brandy Lemon

Ha.we, my name is Me Hun-
ka, Brandy Lemon and I am 
honored to announce my candi-
dacy for the 2018 Osage Nation 
Congress. After great consid-
eration and consultation with 
elders and family, my desire of 
serving my fellow Osage peo-
ple with caring, fairness, and 
efficiency has led me to submit 
my intent and ask for your sup-
port.  

Growing up in the Greyhorse 
district on the land allotted to 
my grandmother, Josephine 
Butler Tallchief, cultivated 
such a love of my family trust 
that I now am raising my own 
three wonderful children with 
my husband there, utilizing 
our ancestral property, raising 
livestock. My children have 
had this love and respect for 
hard work instilled in them as 
well, through our practices in 
animal husbandry and work-
ing the land. 

The lessons of my upbring-
ing prepared me to take on 
some incredible experiences in-
cluding being a recipient of the 
Gates Millennium Scholarship 
in 1999, becoming a registered 

nurse, and working for almost 
a decade as clinical manager 
and director of nursing at a 
federally qualified nonprofit 
health center. In October 2016, 
I started as a RN case manag-
er with the WahZhaZhe Health 
Center and it was an eye-open-
ing endeavor seeing the many 
barriers placed on Native 
healthcare. It’s my goal to help 
our people overcome these bar-
riers and find simpler paths to 
a healthier future. Thankful-
ly, we are living longer and as 
such, we need to address this 
blessed longevity to ensure 
our elders have the resources 
they’ll need.

I am passionate about pro-
tecting and improving our 
Osage sovereignty through 
cultural practice and our lan-
guage programs. Caring deep-
ly for communication, I know 
that along with strong lead-
ership, the Osage people can 
accomplish magnificent feats 
together. I intend to seek the 
counsel of my fellow Osages 
as we tackle the problems of 
economic development, health-
care, and educating our young. 
Through all of it, we must 
strive for excellence. 

Coming from a family of lead-
ers, I plan to utilize the quali-
ties I’ve learned from them 
– to organize, cultivate, and 
nurture the greatness of our 
people. My grandfather, John 
Tallchief, served on the Osage 
Tribal Council for many years 
and my uncle, George Tallchief, 
served as chief. My parents are 
Cecilia Tallchief of Greyhorse 
who served on the first Osage 
National Council, and Wayne 
Lemon of Pawhuska. 

Having been raised dancing 
under the arbor at Greyhorse, 
raising my children the same 
way, and now as head cook for 
the Cecelia Tallchief family 
camp, I have a deep and abid-
ing love for our people, our cul-
ture, our traditions. I will be 
humbled and dignified by your 
vote of confidence to continue 
these traditions on June 4th. 

For more information, 
please visit my campaign page 
on Facebook, facebook.com/
BrandyLemonForCongress, or 
feel free to email me at brandy.
lemon1797@gmail.com and let 
me know what’s important to 
you. Together, we can make a 
difference.

Thank you so much for your 
consideration. 

Angela Pratt announces 
her candidacy for Osage 
Nation Congress
By Angela Pratt

My name is Angela Pratt 
and I am pleased to announce 
my candidacy for Osage Na-
tion Congress. 

For the past 4 years, I have 
had the honor and privilege of 
serving our Osage people. Four 
years ago, I made 4 promises: 
to work hard, to listen to you, 
to communicate with you and 
give my best to find solutions. 
I believe that I have kept 
my promises. I have worked 
hard to be an involved mem-
ber of Congress to obtain the 
information needed to make 
informed decisions on your be-
half.

During my time on Con-
gress, I have served on every 
Standing and Select Commit-
tees. I have held the position 
of Chair and Vice-Chair for 
several committees and had 
the Honor of being elected as 
Speaker of Congress in Sep-
tember 2016 and was unan-
imously re-elected to that 
position in April 2017.

I have outstanding Con-
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Congratulations!
Kendall Chapman-Ryan 

is the San Antonio Wom-
an’s Club 2018 Fiesta Teen 
Queen. She is one of seven 
official San Antonio Fiesta 
Queens and will be in pa-
rades, visit schools and other 
fiesta events. This represents 
12 years of hard work and 
service to the club and com-
munity. She mentioned her 
Osage pride and her work to 
improve reading and distrib-
ute books to the youth in the 
community. She recently at-
tended the San Antonio Pow-
wow Association’s Powwow 
and was honored by Tim Tall 
Chief, who was the Master of 
Ceremonies. 

Kendall’s great-grand-
mother was Pearl Revard 

and Osage original allottee 
#1765. Her grandmother was 
Julia Devine Ryan and moth-
er is Carol Chapman Ryan. 

Congratulations! 
Israel Cordova, age 6, has 

been attending Triton Fight 
Center in Broken Arrow and 
learning Brazilian “Jiu-Jit-
su”. 

Israel has only attended 
for a short time, but displays 
great talent for the sport. 

His parents are Thomas 
Cordova and Ammie Morales 
of Tulsa along with his little 
sister Catalina, entered him 
into a competition, The Dal-
las Winter Classics, held in 
Duncan, Texas. He received 
two 1st place gold medals on 
Jan. 21. Several members of 
the family who reside in Tex-
as attended to support him. 

Israel is the grandson of 
Rita Summers Morales of 
Skiatook. We are so proud of 
you!

Congratulations!
Osage tribal member Emily Clote married Benjamin Wood on 

December 2, 2017 in Miami Beach, Fla. They were surrounded 
by fellow Osage tribal members (L to R) Paul Clote, Peter Clote, 
Michael Clote, John Clote, Joseph Clote, Donna Phelps Redyke, 
Maureen Clote Neusel, and (front) Elizabeth Clote Lillis.

Kendall Chapman-Ryan

Israel Cordova

Remembering Christine NoEar

Courtesy Photo/Bonnie Pratt

The late Christine NoEar sits by a portrait of her mother, Josephine Pryor 
Hamilton.

Osage News

The Osage News never got a 
chance to interview Christine 
NoEar for the Elders Series 
before she passed away in her 
home on Feb. 23 at the age of 
88. She was one of the Pawhus-
ka District’s most import-
ant elders. A renowned cook 
and seamstress, she was also 
the great-aunt of the current 
Pawhuska Drumkeeper and 
got to see him accept the drum 
and pay for it the following 
year. All her granddaughters 
and nieces wore ribbonwork 
blankets for the procession. 
She had a passion for ribbon-
work, going to dances and 
other cultural events. At the 
permission of her daughter, 
Bonnie Pratt, we are running 
this excerpt written by Chris-
tine herself when she was an 
honoree for a 2011 Red Ribbon 
Dance.

“Christine Hamilton NoEar, 
daughter of Otto and Jose-
phine Pryor Hamilton. As of 
last August, I turned 81 years 
of age! I belong to the Deer 
Clan and to the Native Amer-
ican Church and the Immacu-
late Conception in Pawhuska. 

I want to thank the Red Rib-
bon for selecting me and what-
ever they require or need, I 
wish the best for them.

I was president of the Klash 
Ka She Club, (and Indian 
Women’s Club of the Catho-

lic Church) for a couple years. 
I’ve been president of the Post 
198 Auxiliary for 4 years, and 
they have presented me with 
a 40-year pen of which I’m 
very proud. I was the youngest 
cook at one time. Mrs. Bacon-
rind came and asked my dad 
if I could be a cook? Of course, 
he said to go ahead. I worked 
with Mrs. Baconrind, Mrs. 
Harvey, Lillie Cunningham, 
Mrs. Coshehe and several oth-
er ladies. I was 15 years old 
and learned a lot about Indian 
cooking. 

I spent my time sewing for 
my children and others when 
they ask me. I also sew for 
people out-of-state when they 

call or write. I also have work 
in the Smithsonian, a lady 
was here at my home, spoke 
with me and then took some 
work back with her. I hope it’s 
there!!

I have three (3) daugh-
ters Bonnie, Pat and Pam 
(deceased). I have (7) seven 
grandchildren and (18) eigh-
teen great-grandchildren. 

As the years go by, I’ve had 
a good life, seen my children, 
grandchildren, great-grand-
children and I’m thankful for 
that. 

Again, I wish the best for 
the Red Ribbon and thank you 
for selecting me.”

ment was dissolved. She 
is a University of Tulsa 
Law School graduate 
and served as an Attor-
ney General under the 
former tribal govern-
ment. Harrington also 
served as an ON Gam-
ing Enterprise Board 
member (2014-2016).  

• Cheryl Potts was 
elected in 1994 and 
served one term. Potts 
has more than 35 years 
of experience in work-
ing with several tribal 
governments through-
out Oklahoma. She 
has a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology, women’s 
studies and educa-
tional psychology from 
Yale University and 
has a master’s degree 
in clinical social work 
from the University of 
Oklahoma. Her son Eli 
Potts is currently run-
ning for a seat on the 
Osage Nation Congress.

• Cecelia Tallchief was 
elected in 1994 and 
served two terms. 
Tallchief has 25 years of 

wOmen 
–from Page 7

service dedicated to the 
Nation and Osage peo-
ple. She is a Pittsburgh 
State University grad-
uate, a former Indian 
Health Service nurse 
who worked in several 
tribal health facilities 
and currently serves on 
the ON Health Author-
ity Board. Her daugh-
ter Brandy Lemon is 
currently running for 
a seat on the Osage 
Nation Congress.    

• Virginia Bennett 
was elected in 1996 
for one term and is 
a current member of 
the Grayhorse War 
Mothers Chapter.

Goodfox also extended 
a special citation of com-
mendation to Lou Brock, 
a retired researcher for 
the formally-named Osage 
Tribal Museum who helped 
Goodfox obtain informa-
tion on the Osage National 
Council. Brock researched 
and compiled many pieces 
of historical information on 
the Osage tribe and several 
historic events that are list-
ed in The Osage Timeline, 
which was first published 
in 2013 by the museum.

Osage basketball coach leads
Highland Community College to 
third place at NJCAA Tournament 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

BJ Smith, Pawhuska 
native and Osage tribal 
member, has coached the 
Highland Community Col-
lege Women’s Basketball 
team to an undefeated sea-
son, winning the Region VI 
Division II Tournament and 
securing a spot in the NJ-
CAA Division II National  
Tournament. 

On March 24, the High-
land Scotties beat Mesa Com-
munity College to finish third 
place in the NJCAA Tourna-
ment, held in Harrison, Ark., 
from March 20-24. 

Smith has been the head 
coach at Highland for seven 

seasons. As head coach, he 
has broken school records 
and took the Scotties to the 
National Tournament three 
times. Basketball may be his 
passion, but he is especially 
proud that during his tenure 
at Highland, all of his players 
have gone on to graduate.

“We have had some special 
wins here that I love looking 
back on but honestly I am 
most proud of where some of 
these young ladies came from 
and what they matured into,” 
he said. “Some of these kids 
were the first college gradu-
ates [in their families] or had 
failed at other places or just 
tripped along the way and 
picked themselves up. They 
are focused on the work and 
are on paths to having in-
credible lives.” 

Smith has coached at all 
levels of basketball – high 
school, community college, 
NAIA, NCAA Division I. 
He was the head coach at 
Southeast Missouri State, 
he coached at Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M, he devel-
oped men’s and women’s 
cross-country programs at 
Phillips University and he is 
the co-founder of the Oklaho-
ma Indian All-State Games. 

In his first year as High-
land’s head coach in 2011, 
he led the Scotties to win the 
Kansas Jayhawk Commu-
nity College Conference and 
achieved a top 5 ranking. For 
this, he was named the Wom-
en’s Basketball Coaches As-

sociation National Coach of 
the Year. 

According to the Scottie’s 
website, “as a community 
college head coach, Smith is 
233-38 (284-65 overall) with 
an 87% winning percentage, 
five national tournament ap-
pearances, and two National 
Runner-up finishes.”

When asked what his 
coaching secret was he 
laughed and simply said: “No 
secret ... sweat and finding 
the people willing to authen-
tically make the commitment 
to do the work.” He said his 
focus stays on winning the 
next game and “that is plenty 
on my plate.”

According to the Scottie’s 
website, his players have 
gone on to play at places 
like Oklahoma, Memphis, 
Depaul, Arkansas State and 
other numerous universi-
ties. He gives back by host-
ing free basketball clinics in 
Oklahoma, New Zealand and 
Australia. He’s developed 
reading programs in schools 
at Southeast Missouri State 
as well as Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M and has spo-
ken at the Johnson O’Malley 
Native American Leader-
ship Program in Tahlequah 
and numerous other schools 
about the value of education.

For more information 
about Scottie’s basket-
ball, visit their website 
at: http://scottieathletics.
com/roster.aspx?path=wb-
ball&roster=26

Courtesy Photo/Tyler Nordman 

Highland Community College Head Coach BJ Smith looks on as his team won the Region VI Division II 
Tournament on March 7 in Park City, Kans.

Courtesy Photo/ScottieAthletics.com

Highland Community College 
Head Coach BJ Smith, who is 
an Osage tribal member and 
Pawhuska native.
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Osage energy

Not Compacting

Rosemary Wood

Rosemary Wood
Osage News

On Jan. 29, the Osage Minerals 
Council authorized legal counsel 
to research the pros and cons of 
contracting or compacting (PL 93-
638) the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Minerals Branch, including the 
legal processes involved in such 
an effort. Following an assess-
ment and evaluation, the Minerals 
Council was to then decide wheth-
er or not to proceed in contracting 
administrative control of the BIA  
Minerals Branch.

Accordingly, the OMC deter-
mined it not to be in the best inter-
est of the Osage Minerals Estate 
nor the annuitants to contract 
or compact the B.I.A. Minerals 
Branch. The Council members I 
spoke with said that contracting 
the minerals branch could weak-
en the trust relationship. Further, 
according to legal counsel, there 
are no provisions under PL 93-
638 allowing tribes to assume re-
sponsibility for approving oil and  
gas leases.  

There are provisions whereby 
tribes can be authorized to ap-
prove mineral lease agreements. 
This authority must be obtained 
through entering into a Tribal En-
ergy Resource Agreement (TERA). 
The provision, TERA, was brought 
about by an amendment of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 requiring, 
“that the U.S. Department of the 
Interior (DOI) establish a process 
by which a tribe can obtain a Trib-
al Energy Resource Agreement 
(TERA) granting authority to the 
tribe to review, approve, and man-
age leases, business agreements, 
and rights-of-way for energy devel-
opment on tribal lands.”   

Not one tribe has entered into 
a Tribal Energy Resource Agree-
ment. It is my understanding, 
through the OMC, that the costs 
are too prohibitive, and the re-
quirements are too complex. 
One-hundred percent failure on 
the part of Interior to gain program 
participation, and to make offers 

which could be reasonably accepted 
is perplexing. It would seem almost 
impossible to have 100 percent fail-
ure. Programs usually accomplish 
at least part of what they were de-
signed to do. Were they designed to 
fail? If they were designed to fail, 
can it be said that the design was 
successful, but the program failed?

There is nothing written in PL 
93-638 legislation that weakens 
the trust responsibility.  However, 
experience continues to teach that 
government responsibilities can 
and sometimes may be sidestepped 
when and if possible. Granting au-
thority to the Tribe, rather than 
to the Secretary, for reviewing, ap-
proving, and managing leases, for 
energy development may prompt 
false claims by the Government of 
“not responsible”.    Authorizing 
minerals program oversight could 
provide the perfect red herring for 
Government to run through their 
tangled machinations during any 
future damage claims.

–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary 

Wood is a former two-time Osage Trib-
al Councilwoman and graduated from 
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in 
1963, the University of Oklahoma in 
1965, and from Rutgers University in 
1971 with a Master of Science in Psy-
chiatric Nursing.

strOnghearts 
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their stories and have told us how much 
the helpline is needed, and how much 
our peer-to-peer advocacy has helped 
them. Healing begins in our communi-
ties when we share our stories. This is 
at the heart of what the StrongHearts 
Native Helpline is all about.”

About the StrongHearts  
Native Helpline

Created by and built to serve tribal 
communities across the United States, 
the StrongHearts Native Helpline, 
a project of the National Indigenous 
Women’s Resource Center, the Nation-
al Domestic Violence Hotline, and the 
Family Violence Prevention and Ser-
vices Program, is a culturally-appro-
priate, anonymous, confidential and 
no-cost service dedicated to serving Na-
tive American survivors of domestic vi-

olence and dating violence, along with 
their concerned family members and 
friends. By dialing 1-844-7NATIVE 
(1-844-762-8483) Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. CST, 
callers can connect, at no cost one-on-
one, with knowledgeable StrongHearts 
advocates who can provide lifesaving 
tools and immediate support to enable 
survivors to find safety and live lives 
free of abuse.  Learn more about the 
StrongHearts Native Helpline at www.
strongheartshelpline.org.   

This project described was made 
possible by Grant Number 90EV0426 
from the Administration on Children, 
Youth and Families, Family and Youth 
Services Bureau, U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services. Its 
contents are solely the responsibility 
of the authors and do not necessari-
ly represent the official views of the  
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services.

Osage delegation to take part in 
bicentennial celebrations for Smallin 
Civil War Cave in Missouri
Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, Osage Language Director Vann Big-
horse and Osage Language instructor Cameron Pratt will be part of the Smallin 
Civil War Cave’s bicentennial celebration activities on March 29. 

A new Marker Tree dedication will take place at 10 a.m. and the Osage delega-
tion has been invited as the cave was once home to the Osage, according to a staff 
archaeologist. The Smallin Civil War Cave was recently added to the National 
Register of Historic Places for its relationship with the Osage Nation and a spe-
cial invitation has been extended to Osages living in the area. The dedication is 
free and open to the public.

According to a prepared release, “A ‘marker tree’ is a tree that has been bent 
and shaped when it is young to mark a significant location or direction. The tree 
that will be dedicated, a pignut hickory, faces east, the same as the 230-year-old 
black walnut marker tree already standing on the property. The dedication cer-
emony will include a discussion of the role of marker trees; the symbolic impor-
tance of the tree’s eastern direction; and a cedar smoke wash of the tree. This will 
serve to tell a portion of the Osage culture which once dominated the Ozarks.”

The Cave is located just south of Springfield, Mo., off Highway 65. Business 
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. A one-hour guided tour is available for $9.95 per child, ages 4-12, and 
$17.95 for ages 12 and up. For more information call (417) 551-4545 or visit http://
www.smallincave.com/ 

Follow the Smallin Civil War Cave on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/smallincave/ 
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Wakanda, Danai Gurira and Me

speaker at a fundraiser for Hedgebrook, 
an artist residency for women on Whid-
bey Island in Puget Sound that I had 
attended, I was excited. Gurira is an 
actor – she’s Michonne in The Walk-
ing Dead – but she’s also an award- 
winning playwright. 

I’d been invited to a Hedgebrook 
brunch and auction to talk about my ex-
perience as a resident last year. I stayed 
in one of eight shingled cabins, on a hill-
side overlooking Useless Bay with Mt. 
Rainier in the background. About 1800 
women compete for 40 slots at Hedge-
brook, and I applied three times before 
I was accepted. The selection process 
creates a strong connection. During the 
month-long residency, we shared our 
work-in-progress with each other after 
dinner, and it was like the super-strong 
element vibranium from Wakanda. Our 
group still meets by Skype each month. 
There’s power in connecting with writ-
ers whose work you love, who know how 
hard it is to face a blank page and do  
it anyway. 

I drove to the event in Seattle on a 
sunny morning excited like any fan to 
see Danai Gurira, and I wanted a pic-
ture with the General. Gurira was born 
in Iowa, her parents are professors, and 
she returned to Zimbabwe when she was 
five. She’s a Zimerican, she says, which 
might be something like being Osage 
and American. We move back and forth 
from our Osage world, into places in 
America where folks don’t know what an 
“o-soggy” is, and who don’t understand 

Ruby Murray
Guest Columnist

Seeing “Black Panther” blew me away. 
My husband and I saw Marvel’s block-
buster in Astoria, Ore., with four other 
people at an early evening show. I’m not 
a superhero, action movie fan, but the 
impact of this film is cumulative. Chad-
wick Boseman, playing king T’Challa 
has a suit of armor that makes him into 
an invincible panther, like the goddess 
Bast. Letitia Wright, Shuri, a princess 
and a scientist, deploys special holo-
graphic weapons; Danai Gurira is head 
of the Dora Milaje, a kind of Wakandan 
Special Forces of warrior women in red 
gowns, who form a semi-circle with their 
impressive spears around the king and 
his challenger. 

Ryan Coogler, the 31-year-old direc-
tor, and Kevin Feige, the head of Mar-
vel Studios, took the time to get the film 
right. Characters speak Xhosa, an Afri-
can language from Zimbabwe, which the 
actors worked hard to pronounce cor-
rectly. The sets and costumes are based 
on historical African material projected 
into the future. 

I loved seeing the people of Wakanda 
gathering on the side of a cliff, taking 
what you knew were their accustomed 
places, so they could witness a new king 
assuming the throne. I could feel their 
satisfaction, the same way it feels to 
participate in the In-Lon-Schka or a 
church meeting or a traditional dinner. 

The importance of recognizing one’s 
culture was palpable. Lupita Nyong’o, a 
Kenyan actor who plays a War Dog, a 
spy and a humanitarian, said after the 
South Korean opening, local journalists 
greeted the actors wearing traditional 
Korean clothing. 

By creating the fictional nation of 
Wakanda, a place never conquered or 
exploited, Coogler considers the im-
pact of colonialism on Africa, America 
and other parts of the world. The film 
has sparked widespread conversation, 
including articles about the origin and 
use of the word Wakanda that include 
input gathered by Osage News Editor 
Shannon Shaw Duty: Peter Manseau’s 
article, “The surprising religious back-
story of ‘Black Panther’s’ Wakanda” in 
The Washington Post and Vincent Schil-
ling’s article in Indian Country Today. 
Not only was the film about cultural 
representation, it was also had strong  
female characters. 

When I learned that Danai Gurira, 
who plays Okoye the General was a 

Ruby Murray

MarchGray Horse War Mothers
Annual Soldier Dance
Saturday, May 12, 2018

The Gray Horse War Mothers invite you to the annual 
Osage Soldier Dance, a tradition of songs and dances 
to pay tribute to all who have served in the armed forc-
es of the United States. The Osage people believe that 
veterans should be continually honored and respected 
for their sacrifices. We would be grateful to have you 
join the Gray Horse War Mothers to pay homage to 
those who are serving now and those who have served 
their country in the past. We look forward to seeing 
you and your family.

Head Staff:
Honoree: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . George Shannon
Head Singer: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scott George
Head Man:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gage McKinley
Head Lady: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stacey Williams
Master of Ceremonies: . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nick Williams
Arena Director: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thomas Goodeagle

Flag Raising 1:30 p.m.   Supper 5:30 p.m.   War Dance 7 p.m.

Drawings for: 
• Vintage Cedar Chest (filled with spectacular items)
• Grocery Baskets 
• 50/50 

Raffle tickets may be purchased from Gray Horse War 
Mothers and Angels. I All tickets (except 50/50) are $1 
each or six for $5

For more information please contact:
Mary Elsberry – 918.396.3314 – mcelsberry@hotmail.com 

See murray
—Continued  on Page 19
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sition purposes. The bill requests the funding come 
from the Nation’s general fund in the Treasury.

• ONCA 18-08 (Congressman RJ Walker): A bill to provide a 
$20,194 appropriation to the Nation’s Regional Gathering 
Fund from the Nation’s general fund in the Treasury. This 
fund is available for at-large Osage organizations to request 
money to help pay for at-large Osage community meeting 
expenses including venue rental costs and food and equip-
ment needs for meetings open to all Osage membership. 

During the session and committee meetings held in the Con-
gressional chambers building, those public meetings (except ex-
ecutive sessions) will be live streamed at: www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/multimedia/live-media

BIlls 
–from Page 10

Osage Congress hires
new Sergeant-at-Arms

Lou Brock is the new 
Osage Nation Congres-
sional Sergeant-at-Arms 
and will serve in the post 
starting with the 2018 
Hun-Kah Session.

The ON Congressional 
Affairs Committee voted 
to offer Brock (Osage), a 
retired researcher for the 
formerly-named Osage 
Tribal Museum, the job 
on March 27 and he start-
ed on March 28 during 
Day 3 of the Hun-Kah 
Session.

The sergeant-at-arms 
position typically works 
during the two regular 
24-day sessions held an-
nually with the Hun-Kah 
Session in spring and Tzi-
Zho Session in fall. In ad-
dition, either the Congress 
or Principal Chief may 
call the Congress into a special session at any other time –  
with a 10-business day advance notice. 

According to a previous sergeant at arms job posting, 
“The primary role of the Sergeant-At-Arms, is to enforce or-
der and decorum for members and all individuals present 
at a session/meeting, and execute demands at the direction 
of the presiding officer, including contacting Congressional 
members to return to session following recesses.”

Brock’s hiring comes after former Sergeant-at-Arms Dale 
Jesse stepped down after the 2017 Tzi-Zho Session. Jesse, 
who had recently retired from the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Osage Agency, said at the time he had retirement plans to 
spend more time with family members living outside Osage 
County and enjoyed working for the Congressional Office.

Brock is a longtime former Osage Tribal Museum senior re-
searcher who worked with former director Kathryn Redcorn. 
During his tenure, he researched and compiled information 
for the 2013 publication The Osage Timeline issued by the mu-
seum, which is billed as the oldest tribally-run museum in the  
United States.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Lou Brock is the new Osage Nation 
Congressional Sergeant-at-arms 
who started his post on March 28 
during the ongoing 2018 Hun-kah 
Session.

Osage Congress to consider ON 
board and commission appointees
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During the 2018 Osage Na-
tion Congressional Hun-Kah 
Session, several individuals 
will be subject to consideration 
of confirmation to boards and 
commissions they were ap-
pointed to.

Congressional Speaker An-
gela Pratt announced names of 
individuals appointed by Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear during the March 26 ses-
sion. The respective Congres-
sional committees will initially 
consider the board appointees 
as part of the vetting process, 
per ON Congressional rules. 

Those appointed individuals 
and designated board assign-
ments are:

• Nancy Pillsbury Shirley 
is a reappointment for the 
ON Foundation Board.

• Belle Wilson is a re-
appointment for the 
ON Election Board.

• Julie Malone is being 
considered for an inau-
gural term on the Gam-
ing Enterprise Board.

• Jim Parris is a reap-

pointment to the Osage 
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC) Board.

• Kay Martin is being 
considered for an in-
augural term on the 
Tallgrass Economic 
Development LLC Board.

• Megan Cruz is being 
considered for inaugu-
ral terms to serve on 
both Tallgrass Economic 
Development LLC and 
Osage LLC boards.

• Ladd Oilfield is being 
considered for an inau-
gural term on the Blue-
stem Ranch LLC Board.

Also on March 27, the Ex-
ecutive Branch said Michael 
Bristow is an appointee to 
serve on the Health Authority 
Board. Like with other board 
appointees, Bristow is sched-
uled to be sworn in as an inter-
im appointee at the ON Tribal 
Courthouse on March 29. 

Pratt assigned the board 
appointees to be subject for 
initial consideration by the 
respective Congressional com-
mittees, which will vote on fur-
ther action including referring 

the appointed individual to the 
entire Congress. “Once report-
ed (that the appointee is quali-
fied by education/ experience), 
any member of Congress may 
move during the ‘Motions’ por-
tion of a Session for a nominee 
interview to be placed on an 
agenda, or alternatively may 
move for confirmation consid-
eration of the nominee to be 
placed on an agenda. The mo-
tion is subject to amendment, 
and requires an affirmative 
majority vote of the members 
present to pass. Should either 
of the motions fail, the motion 
may be reasserted any day un-
til the day before the last regu-
lar day of Session.”

The Congressional rules also 
state: “As provided in the Con-
stitution, the Congress may 
decline to consider a nominee 
or a re-nomination by failing 
to move the nomination for-
ward for consideration by the 
day before the last day of the 
regular session prior to which 
the nomination was made. If 
this occurs, the nomination is 
deemed rejected and the pro-
visions of the constitution and 
laws regarding failure of the 
Congress to confirm an appoin-
tee apply.”

how Native sovereignty is founda-
tional to this country. 

I sat with Nancy Nordoff, who 
founded Hedgebrook 27 years ago, 
20 feet from the stage. You could 
feel the energy around Gurira. 
She wore jeans and a print blouse, 
boots and a plum felt hat. She 
stood at a lectern and spoke quiet-
ly. “Gender disparity is dire,” she 
said, “particularly on the conti-
nent [of Africa].”  

She said the powerful response 
to the film had taught her the im-
portance of representation. Just 
as Native people watched Indi-
ans whose roles were limited to 
being struck by a bullet and fall-

ing from their horse, we, Osages, 
are seeking respectful portrayal 
of complex Osage characters on 
screen and on the page, prefer-
ably written and portrayed by 
Osages. Gurira says we all need 
to do the work that we’re called 
to and that’s how more films like 
“Black Panther” can happen. So, 
I say, see the film, and make the 
art or do the work that your heart 
prompts. Wahshkon.

I did get a picture with Guri-
ra. After brunch, the young black 
writers present quickly surround-
ed her. Within moments she had 
lined people on either side of her, 
and like the people in Wakan-
da, we knew just what to do, we 
crossed our arms on our chest as 
cameras flashed. 

murray
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Election Office: Nearly 900 Osage 
voters need to update addresses
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Election 
Office is asking Osage voters 
to update their addresses to 
receive upcoming election in-
formation especially absentee 
ballots if not voting in-person.

For example, there are near-
ly 900 Osages who are eligible 
to vote in this year’s June 4 
general election, but the Elec-
tion Office has no mailing ad-
dresses on file for those voters. 
The Election Office posted a 

22-page list of eligible voters 
without valid addresses on its 
website and is asking voters to 
update their contact informa-
tion if their name is on the list.   

The list of voters with-
out addresses can be viewed 
at: https://s3.amazonaws.
com/osagenation-nsn.gov/
files/departments/election-of-
fice/2018-0309_Elections-Of-
fice_No-Addresses-List.pdf 

“If you see yourself on this 
list, please contact the Elec-
tion Office at 1-877-560-5286 
to find out how to correct your 

address. If you see someone 
you know on this list, please 
have them contact the Election 
Office,” the ON Election Office 
wrote on its Facebook page.

Election Supervisor Alex-
is Rencountre said the office 
plans to mail an election notice 
to eligible voters (which states 
pertinent election information) 
at least 45 before the election. 
“An election notice shall be 
mailed to each qualified voter 
at his or her last deliverable 

Corn, (Information Technolo-
gies) Director Mark Kirk, and 
a growing number of Executive 
Branch staff are moving toward 
the drone industry as a way to 
make use of the (airpark) now 
renamed Skyway36.”

For other ON projects, 
Standing Bear gave status up-
dates, noting the new Hominy 
wellness center is still under 
construction and the ground-
breaking date for a Fairfax 
wellness center will be an-
nounced soon.

Also that day, Congressional 
Speaker Angela Pratt issued 
a legislative address noting 
some resolutions related to the 
LLCs have been filed and ac-
knowledged Standing Bear’s 
comments on the increasing 
price tag to provide the Na-
tion’s services to the people, 
which have resulted in “max-
ing out our (tribal) funds year-
to-year and I think collectively 
we all understand that – we all 

know how to spend money – 
and now we need to get better 
at making more money so that 
we can have additional reve-
nue to expand these services ... 
Should more tribal members 
suddenly enroll, the thousands 
more who are eligible to enroll, 
I don’t know how we can afford 
that.”

Pratt said the resolutions 
pertaining to the LLCs are 
part of the priorities of the 
24-day Hun-Kah Session. She 
added there are other appro-
priation bills to be considered 
including a funding request to 
provide staff and furnishings 
to the new women’s Primary 
Residential Treatment facility. 

During the session and com-
mittee meetings held in the 
Congressional chambers build-
ing, those public meetings (ex-
cept executive sessions) will 
be live streamed at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/multime-
dia/live-media

hun-Kah 
–from Page 4
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were through Kendrick McCa-
rtney Johnson Funeral Home 
in Pawhuska.

Her family would like to 
thank all of the ladies who took 
care of her the past few years 
and Hospice of North Central 
Oklahoma.

Richard Donald Wilson
Richard Donald Wilson, 

73, passed away peacefully in 
his sleep at his residence in 
Hominy, Oklahoma on Thurs., 
March 22, 2018. A lifetime 
Hominy resident. Richard, an 
Osage tribal member, was born 
in Hominy on May 8, 1944 to 
Charles Harry and Ruby Mae 
(Webb) Wilson. 

He graduated from Ponca 
City Military School, Ponca 
City, Oklahoma and was draft-
ed in 1962 into the U.S. Army 
to serve in the Vietnam War 
until 1967. After his return 
from the war he spent his ca-
reer as a welder for various 
companies across Green Coun-
try. After retirement, Richard 
enjoyed spending his days in 

Classifieds

Luther Edward Hunter

Diane Simpkins

Richard Donald Wilson

Luther Edward Hunter
Luther Edward Hunter, Sr., 

83 years old, of Edmond, Okla-
homa, passed away on Tues-
day, March 20, 2018 at Mercy 
Hospital in Oklahoma City. 

Luther was born in Homi-
ny on June 22, 1935. He was 
the son of Juanita and Aaron 
Hunter. Luther, a multi-sport 
high school coach/teacher for 
37 years in Newkirk, Ponca 
City, and in the OKC area, was 
just given the greatest trophy 
that exists – eternal life in the 
presence of Christ Jesus.

Luther is survived by his 
wife Jo, his children Lou, Jr. 
and Andrea, his stepchildren 
Christi, married to Matt Stan-
dard, and Todd married to Mi-
chelle, and step grandchildren 
McKenzi, Ali, and Jessi Stan-
dard, and Jackie and Memphis 
Case. Luther was preceded in 
death by his parents and el-
dest son Joey. 

Luther spent much of his life 
playing, coaching, and watch-
ing sports. Luther played foot-
ball in high school at Chilocco 
Indian School and went on to 
Oklahoma State University 
to earn a Master’s degree in 
Physical Education in 1960. 
Luther put his college career 
on hold for a brief period to 
serve in the United States 
Army, Infantry Division, from 
1954 to 1956. After college, Lu-
ther began his coaching career 
in Newkirk where he coached 
football, basketball, track, and 
golf as well as taught science 
classes. Besides being named 
High School Golf Coach of 
the Year, in 2010 Luther was 
inducted into the Oklahoma 
Coaches Hall of Fame. He 
loved golf, OU football, Thun-
der basketball, and many oth-
er sports and teams.   After 
being brought into the Ilon-
schka dances at Grayhorse, 
Luther enjoyed many years 
participating in the dances 
with his father and daughter. 

A gentle and fun-loving soul, 
Luther never met a stranger. 

A celebration of Luther’s 
life was held at the Crossings 
Community Church chapel in 
Oklahoma City on March 28, 
2018. In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation to the 
Newkirk Quarterback Club, 
709 W. 12th, Newkirk, OK, 
74647, in memory of Coach Lu-
ther Hunter.

Diane Simpkins
Diane Simpkins, age 80 

years, went to be with her 
heavenly Father on Wednes-
day evening, Feb. 21, from her 
home in Ponca City.

She was the second child 
born to Delos Warren Simp-
kins and Gertrude Rose Dietle 
Simpkins on Oct. 6, 1937, in 
Pawhuska.

She and her brother, War-
ren, grew up on her father’s 
Osage allotment ranch west 
of Pawhuska. Later, the fam-
ily moved to Tulsa, where she 
attended kindergarten and el-
ementary school until the fam-
ily moved to Bartlesville. In 
1954, she attended Daycroft, 
a Christian Science sponsored 
school in Stamford, Conn. 
While there, she organized 
their school library with the 
Dewey Decimal System. Her 
senior year was spent in Tulsa 
until October when she moved 
to live with her grandmother, 
Sadie Simpkins Hanson and 
graduated from Shidler High 
School in 1956. She attended 
Central State College in Ed-
mond in 1957.

In Ponca City, she worked 
for Dr. Ray Lessert, DVM, Hig-
don’s Florists and Irene’s Cus-
tom Drapes. Next, she opened 
her own pet supply store, later 
adding her own grooming shop 
which she named Skip’s Clip 
Joint.

She loved all wildlife and 
rescued a variety of animals. 
She was especially proud of 
her Osage and Cherokee Na-

tive American heritage. She 
ran for the Osage Council in 
1974.

She was a member of the 
Catholic Church.

She was proud to be an 
American, believed in our Flag, 
was a member of the NRA and 
proud of Ponca City and Okla-
homa. She served her commu-
nity working with the youth, 
the Girl Scouts, the Ponca 
City Art Association, the Fine 
Arts Festival, the Humane So-
ciety and the Standing Bear 
Foundation. She was always 
available to help her family 
and friends. She never met 
a stranger She was unique. 
She loved to share with oth-
ers, examples include: A car 
full of books to the Kaw City 
Library, she gave a Steinway 
baby grand piano to the Lynn 
Baptist Church in Pawhuska 
and she donated many items 
to the Hope Ranch, the Pi-
oneer Woman Museum, the 
Frank Phillips Home in Bar-
tlesville, the Ponca City Senior 
Center, the Constantine The-
ater in Pawhuska, the Saline 
Courthouse, the Tulsa Histor-
ical Society and the Universi-
ty Learning Center in Ponca 
City.

She is survived by her broth-
er, Joel Warren  (Simpkins) 
Martin and his wife Darlene, 
of Grove; four nieces, Cydney 
Martin Kirby Walvoord, of 
Newark, Texas; Jennifer Kir-
by Goranson, husband Mike 
and children Alex and Kara, 
of Newcastle; Diane Lou-
ise Jacobs and her daughter 
Christiana and Nevaeh, of 
Cisco, Texas and Justin Marie 
Walvoord Lara, husband Toni 
and children Cydney, Robert 
and Liliana, of Boyd, Texas; 
two nephews, Kirkland James 
Martin; and Shawn Delos Kir-
by and daughter Ramee, of 
Newark, Texas; adopted broth-
er, Tom Bacon Rind, of Wich-
ita, Kansas; adopted nephew, 
John Beebe, of Oklahoma 
City; her friend and compan-
ion Emma Lou Stiver, of Pon-
ca City and her Chihuahua, 
“CoCo”.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; grandparents, 
Warren Delos Simpkins and 
Sadie Sidney DeNoya Simp-
kins, Thomas Sylvester Dietle 
and Freda Helen Reim Dietle 
and her nephew, Joel Philip 
Martin.

She requested a private 
family graveside service with 
officiant the Rev. Deva Undral-
la. Burial was in the Simpkins 
lot in Pawhuska City Ceme-
tery on Feb. 26. Arrangements 

OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/oppor-
tunities/job-listings/applica-
tion-form.

Applicants are welcome to at-
tach a resume and/or cover letter 
in addition. Please note that all 
applicants tentatively selected 
for employment with the Osage 
Nation will be required to sub-
mit to a urinalysis to screen for 
illegal drug use. Employment 
will be contingent upon drug 
test results. OSAGE / VETER-
AN / INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verification 
of preference must be included 
with application. For questions 
please contact Taryn Crawford, 
Osage Nation Employee Recruit-
ment Specialist at (918) 287-5445 
or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

Optometrist – Pawhuska Must 
have completed a Doctor of Optom-
etry (O.D.) degree program. Must 
have a current and unrestricted 
license to practice optometry in 
the state of Oklahoma. Must have 
2 years of experience in a clinic 
setting. Knowledge of HIPPA and 
Privacy Act. Regular full time. Sal-
ary: $84,600 - $129,900 

Center Manager – Fairfax Asso-
ciate’s Degree in Early Childhood 
Education/Child Development 
and/or Social Service or related 
field required, Bachelor’s degree 
preferred. At least one year’s expe-
rience working with the Head Start 
Program or similar pre-school edu-
cational institutions. Must have a 
Childhood Development Associate 
certification. Regular full time. 
Salary: $17.58 - $26.37/hour 

Cultural Specialist – Pawhus-

ka Requires knowledge of history 
of the Osage Nation. Must have 
knowledge, experience, participa-
tion, and involvement in Osage 
Tradition and Culture as practiced 
by the Osage people. Bachelor’s 
Degree in Museum Studies, Travel 
Industries, Communications, Mar-
keting or related fields preferred. 
Regular part time. Salary: $11.50/
hour 

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed to 
provide Osage students with work 
experience in their chosen field of 
study. The program is designed 
to serve enrolled members of the 
Osage Nation with a minimum of 
61+ hours completed in an accred-
ited college or university degree 
program. Regular temporary full 
time.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To ap-
ply for a position with Osage 
Casino go to www.osagecasi-
nos.com/careers

Surveillance Officer – Skia-
took Must be at least 18 years of 
age. Requires ability to use Mic-
rosoft Office Suite programs, data 
entry, and the Internet.  Regular 
full time. 

Hotel Room Attendant – Skia-
took  Must be 18 years of age or 
older. Six months experience in 
customer service or hospitality 
preferred. Regular part time. 

Front Desk Agent – Ponca City 
Must be 18 years or older. High 
School Diploma or GED. One year 
experience in customer service 
and cash handling, hotel experi-
ence preferred.  Regular full time. 

Guest Service Representative 
– Sand Springs Must be 18 years 

of age. High School Diploma/GED 
and 6 months of previous work ex-
perience. Regular part time.

Maintenance Technician – Ski-
atook Must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED 
and 6 months of previous work ex-
perience. Minimal of two to three 
years of experience in position re-
lated to assigned duties required. 
Regular full time. 

Surveillance Officer – Skia-
took Must be at least 18 years of 
age. Requires ability to use Mic-
rosoft Office Suite programs, data 
entry, and the Internet. Regular 
full time. 

Cocktail Server – Skiatook 
Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Females must be able to fit a size 
8 or smaller for women’s attire. 
Males must be able to fit a size 36 
waist for men’s attire. High School 
Diploma/GED. Regular full time. 

Hotel Room Attendant – Pon-
ca City Must be 18 years of age 
or older. Six months experience 
in customer service or hospitality 
preferred. Regular full time. 

Applications Analyst – Tulsa 
Bachelor’s Degree in Computer 
Science, MIS, IT, or related field. 
Three years coordinating technical 
projects and administering major 
business applications or systems 
experience in the Casino/Hospi-
tality industry. One year previ-
ous application administration 
experience in one of the following 
organizational areas: Casino Op-
erations, Resort Operations, and/
or Finance, required. Or equiva-
lent combination of education, ex-
perience, or training. Must be 21 
years of age. Regular full time. 

EVS Attendant – Hominy Six 
months experience in customer 
service or hospitality. Must be 18 

years of age or older. Regular full 
time. 

Restaurant Server – Ponca 
City Individual must be at least 
18 years of age. High School Di-
ploma/GED required.Regular part 
time. 

Dishwasher – Skiatook  Must be 
18 years of age. Regular full time. 

Short Order Cook – Ponca City 
Six (6) months of previous work 
experience in the food industry. 
Must be 18 years of age. Regular 
full time. 

Entertainment Technician – 
Tulsa High School Diploma or 
GED. Six months customer service 
experience preferred. Previous 
event setup experience preferred. 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Regular full time. 

Restaurant Server – Skiatook 
Must be at least 18 years of age. 
High School Diploma/GED re-
quired. Regular full time. 

Marketing Specialist – Tulsa 
Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing, 
Sales, or related field. Must be 21 
years of age or older. Two years of 
marketing and promotion experi-
ence. Regular full time. 

EVS Attendant – Skiatook Six 
months experience in customer 
service or hospitality. Must be 18 
years of age or older. Regular full 
time. 

Dishwasher – Bartlesville Must 
be 18 years of age. Regular full 
time. 

Bartender – Bartlesville High 
School Diploma/GED. Six months 
customer service experience pre-
ferred. Must be 21 years of age. 
Regular full time. 

Casino Host – Tulsa Must be at 
least 21 years of age. High School 

Diploma or GED. Equivalent re-
quired. Two years of high volume 
casino hospitality business experi-
ence required. Equivalent combi-
nation of education and experience 
will be considered in lieu of sec-
ondary educational requirement. 
Regular full time. 

Buffet Attendant – Bartlesville 
High School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experi-
ence. Gaming Hospitality or 
Customer Service industry 
preferred. Regular full time. 

Casino Host – Hominy and 
Pawhuska Must be at least 
21 years of age. High School 
Diploma or GED. Equivalent 
required. Two years of high vol-
ume casino hospitality business 
experience required. Equivalent 
combination of education and ex-
perience will be considered in lieu 
of secondary educational require-
ment. Regular full time. 

Cocktail Server – Bartlesville 
Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Females must be able to fit a size 
8 or smaller for women’s attire. 
Males must be able to fit a size 36 
waist for men’s attire. High School 
Diploma/GED. Regular full time. 

Marketing Database Analyst – 
Tulsa Must be at least 21 years of 
age. Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration, Marketing, MIS 
or substantially related field plus 
a minimum of two (2) years’ expe-
rience in casino gaming industry; 
or five (5) years’ experience pro-
gressively responsible experience 
in analytics and reporting. Regu-
lar full time. 

Short Order Cook – Bartles-
ville Six (6) months of previous 
work experience in the food indus-
try. Must be 18 years of age. Regu-
lar full time.

the outdoors and gardening at 
his family’s home place. 

Richard is survived by 
his sister, Christine Wilson 
James, of Atlanta, Georgia; 
his brother, John Paul Wilson 
and his wife, Vonnie, of Hom-
iny; three nephews: Randolph 
Crawford of Norman, Okla-
homa, Thomas James of San 
Diego, California, and Charles 
Wilson III and his wife, Buffy, 
of Skiatook, Oklahoma; four 
nieces: Cecelia Watts and her 
husband, Walter, of Tulsa, 
Rhonda Carter and her hus-
band, Mike, of Atlanta, Geor-
gia, Elizabeth Kesseler of 
Skiatook, and Cynthia Lynn 
Wilson of Tulsa, Oklahoma; 
and many great and great-
great nieces and nephews. 

Richard is preceded in death 
by his parents, Charles Har-
ry and Ruby Mae Wilson; his 
grandparents: Allen Webb 
and Elda West; his brother, 
Charles Harry Wilson, Jr.; 
and his sister, Mary Katherine 
Wilson.

Family services will be at 
10:30 a.m., Sat., April 7, 2018 
at the Webb Family Cemetery 
south of Hominy. Immediately 
following a Memorial Service 
and dinner will be held at the 
Hominy Indian Village Chap-
el.  

Powell Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with the ar-
rangements. Online condo-
lences and memories may be 
left in the guestbook at Powell-
FuneralService.com.

address. The election no-
tice shall set the time, date, 
and place or places the elec-
tion will be held, the quali-
fications required to vote, 
information on obtaining 
absentee ballots, a sample 
ballot and clearly set forth 
all methods by which a vot-
er may obtain assistance by 
voting,” according to the Na-
tion’s election code. 

The deadline is April 20 
for voters to submit absen-
tee ballot request forms to 
vote in this year’s election. 
Qualified voters are enrolled 
Osages who are 18 years old 
whose name is found on the 
Osage voter registry, the 
election code states.

According to the ON 

Membership, there are 
15,467 Osages who are age 
18 and over as of March 23. 
After the absentee ballot 
request deadline, Rencoun-
tre said the office will begin 
mailing out those requested 
absentee ballots on April 30. 

The ON Election Office 
website also contains other 
forms and information on 
the 2018 election including 
address update forms, ab-
sentee ballot request forms 
and information on the pri-
vacy program regarding 
voter information listed on 
the voter registry list. The 
website is at: www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
elections

VOters
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gressional Session and Committee at-
tendance records. I have been a strong 
voice for you and will continue. I have 
a good working relationship with our 
current leaders and continue to work 
towards improving communication be-
tween the branches.

I am currently an Ex-officio member 
of the Osage Veterans Memorial Com-
mission. In April 2017, I sponsored an 
appropriation bill for $1,100,000 dol-
lars to establish an Osage Veterans Me-
morial. It has been a pleasure serving 
on the Commission as we work towards 
honoring all Osage Veterans. I served 
in the United States Army as a 14T/
Patriot Missile Crewmember and re-
ceived an Honorable Discharge. I am a 
proud Veteran who is honored to have 
served our Country and grateful for the 
opportunities to support and represent 
our Veterans locally and at the White 
House.  

I have supported and sponsored 
legislation for direct benefits to all 
Osages; Health, Education and Burial 
Assistance as well as legislation for our 
language, elders, social services and 
veterans. We have a need to expand 
our economic development to maintain 
and increase our services.  Should I be 
re-elected, I plan to focus on additional 
services for our elders, transportation 
and health and social services.

My husband Edward and I reside 
in Skiatook, OK and I am the proud 
mother of Gabriel, Isaac, Christen, Ed-
ward, Henry Amos and Samuel. My 
parents are the late Dr. Michael Pratt, 
Sr. and Patricia Barnes Pratt. Mater-
nal grandparents are the late Angie 
Malone Barnes and Jerome Barnes, 
Sr. Maternal great grandparents are 
the late Nellie Morrell Roubidoux and 
George Pratt, Sr. and the late Rose 
McDougan Malone and Ralph Malone, 
Sr. Paternal grandparents are the late 
Lottie Shunkamolah Pratt and Charles 
Pratt, Sr. and the late Margaret and 
Joe Shunkamolah. I am Zon-Zo-Li Dis-
trict and have been a committee cook 
for several years.  

I am confident that I have given you 
my best effort and I hope that I can 
continue to serve you.  I humbly ask 
for your Vote to Re-Elect me on June 
4, 2018. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me 
at 918-720-2043 or ampratt10@yahoo.
com

Mary Jo Pratt announces her  
candidacy for Osage Nation Congress
By Mary Jo Pratt

Osage Nation family & friends, my 
name is Mary Jo Pratt & I am asking 
for your support & vote in my bid for a 
seat in our Osage Nation Congress.

I am very proud to say, I am a first 
generation college graduate and I am 

also a product of our Osage gaming as 
a recipient of the Osage Nation Higher 
Education Scholarship. I have earned 
an Associate in Science – Accounting 
degree, A Bachelor of Science – Foren-
sic Accounting degree, and a Master of 
Business Administration degree focus-
ing on Data Driven Strategic Solutions. 
I am a strong advocate for education be-
cause I know the amazing impact it can 
have on a person and their community. 
I strongly support our Osage Nation 
Higher Education Scholarship benefits.

My Osage blood comes from my fa-
ther, Stacey Kip Pratt. Freda Lee Kipp 
Horse Chief Pratt Bigheart was my 
grandmother, she was the daughter 
of Josephine Wah-hre-she (Osage) & 
George Kipp (Blackfeet).

Having served in Corporate Account-
ing as a Financial Analyst, I know the 
importance of maintaining and pro-
viding fundamentally objective infor-
mation to key decision makers. The 
numbers tell a story and it’s vital to 
understand that story as it relates to 
creating a budget & making important 
decisions for our people. These deci-
sions must be made with a strong foun-
dation of facts and the integrity of the 
data must not be compromised. As a 
sovereign nation, we must fully under-
stand our current state as well as our 
future direction of where we want to go. 
Understanding how to read financials 
is also key.

I have tribal enterprise experience 
in project management as well as an-
alyzing and improving core business 
processes so that a business will stop 
losing money and start making money. 
The ability to review our program pro-
cesses and the intention of the program 
is key to efficiency.  

Currently, I am employed by Cher-
okee Nation Businesses and work in 
the business development sector. My 
job consists of proposal development, 
analyzing client needs, customer rela-
tionship management and partnership 
development I work to create, maintain, 
and grow long term, strategic relation-
ships so that my business can grow and 
prosper. I also work with large corpo-
rations who wish to work with minori-
ty and/or disadvantaged businesses as 
well as oversee Supply Chain Solutions, 
logistics and distribution processes. 
If there is something that needs to be 
done or investigated, I do what needs 
to be done to accomplish it in a timely 
manner. Every single day, this is the 
mentality I exhibit; having the ability 
to bring diverse partners together to de-
liver a quality customer solution.

As a Nation, we want to ensure pros-
perity & a strong foundation for gen-
erations to come. I know we can work 
together to make this happen and the 
time is NOW. 

Wa.we.na for your time, consider-
ation, support & VOTE! Mary Jo Pratt, 
918-813-8277, www.Facebook.com/
MaryJoPratt4OsageCongress

Thomas Trumbly  
announces his candidacy for 
Osage Nation Congress
By Thomas Trumbly

My name is Thomas Trumbly and I 
am announcing my candidacy for Osage 
Congress.

I am the only son of Joe and Arlena 
Trumbly and the grandson of Levi Oscar 
Trumbly and Mary DeNoya.  Levi Trum-
bly was the son of Andrew Trumbly and 
Mary Alexander and the grandson of 
Francis Trumbly and Augustine Capit-
aine and the grandson of James Alexan-
der and Martha Smith.  Mary DeNoya 
was the daughter of Joseph DeNoya and 
Theresa Morrissey and the granddaugh-
ter of Frank DeNoya and Mary Jose-
phine Carpenter.  

I am married to Anna Cosby-Trumbly.  
She is the daughter of Mike and Char-
lene Cosby, the granddaughter of Mar-
tha Mae Jones, the great granddaughter 
of Anna Gray and Jesse Earl Jones and 
the great-great granddaughter of Clar-
ence and Jennie Gray and Tom Steele 
and Sarah Yellow Bird.  We have one 
son, Thomas Trumbly, Jr.

I earned my Bachelor of Art in Political 
Science from Oklahoma City University 
with a minor in Criminal Justice.  I was 
mentored by former Governor Nigh, for-
mer Attorney General Robert Henry and 
Chief Sylvester Tinker.  For the past 20 
years I’ve owned and operated my own 
small business as a U.S. Department of 
Defense sub-contractor and a commer-
cial and residential painter.  In 2002, I 
was the recipient of the Native Ameri-
can Small Business of the Year Award 
from the Oklahoma Native American 
Business Development Center.  

I have over 30 years of experience and 
accomplishments, but that is not all that 
qualifies me to represent you.  I have no 
agenda or pet projects motivating my 
campaign.  Like many Osages, I am pas-
sionate about several projects, issues 
and initiatives facing the Osage Na-

tion (strengthening sovereignty, water 
rights, cultural preservation, language, 
nature preservation, wind farm opposi-
tion, Osage quality of life), but I am run-
ning to be your tool to unlock your own 
being within our Nation.

Within that spirit, I want to make a few 
promises to you.  If elected I promise to:

1. Read all legislation thoroughly; 

2. Sponsor legislation, make mo-
tions, discuss, vote and actively 
fulfill my role as a congressman;

3. Recognize the names of the con-
tributing members of bills if they 
so choose to be recognized;

4. Follow the Constitution and 
help keep or change any-
thing that is detrimental to 
the members of the Nation;

5. Continue to be active in the 
community attending events 
and supporting projects;

6. Help restore strong cultural beliefs 
and philosophies by any member, 
no matter who they are or where 
they live, to maintain strong bonds;

7. Support all endeavors to further 
generate a natural environment for 
our children and members with the 
strongest regard for past rights;

8. If elected, I will be avail-
able to you, year-round.  

9. It is my belief that, together, 
we can achieve greatness. Un-
supported, disenfranchised, 
disconnected or disingenuous 
behaviors will thwart progress.

I’d love to get to hear from you.  You 
can reach me by email, phone, like my 
page on Facebook, stop me in the grocery 
store or shake my hand at the next com-
munity event. thomasatrumbly@gmail.
com, (918)606-3582, https://www.face-
book.com/TrumblyforCongress/

Mary Jo Pratt

Thomas Trumbly

candIdates
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Now Accepting Bid Proposals
Bluestem Ranch LLC is accepting Bid Pro-
posals to round bale approximately 700 
acres on several pastures across the ranch 
starting after June 20. Send bids to P.O. Box 
1445, Pawhuska 74056 or email blue-
stemranchllc@gmail.com. For more infor-
mation visit http://www.tallgrass-osage.
com/bluestem-ranch-3/ or call Amanda 
Kendrick-Bartenhagen, Ranch Business 
Manager, at (918) 766-4850. Bids must 
be received by April 16. 

South Texas Osage Meeting scheduled
May 19 with candidate forum

A South Texas Osage 
meeting is planned for 
Saturday May 19 in San 
Antonio at the Tobin 
Branch Library.

The event will start at 
12:30 p.m. and will pro-
vide an opportunity for 
attendees to meet and 
network with each other 
as well as Osages run-
ning for office in the June 
4 elections for Osage Na-

tion government office 
and the Osage Minerals 
Council. 

“The meeting will fea-
ture a candidate forum 
where participants can 
meet, question and hear 
from candidates for the 
2018 Osage elections,” 
according to Jim Ryan, 
a San Antonio resident 
and event organizer. 
Light refreshments will 

be served at the meet-
ing, which lasts until 
4:30 p.m. and the library 
is located at 4134 Harry 
Wurzback Rd. 

Interested attendees 
and election candidates 
may RSVP to Ryan on 
Facebook, by email to 
jimr812@yahoo.com or 
call (210) 825-6747. 
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