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New Osage Nation
domestic violence
shelter and PRT
facilities now open
Benny Polacca
Osage News

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

After nine months of construction, the Osage Nation now has
a new domestic violence shelter and Primary Residential Treatment facility for women escaping abusive living conditions or
needing help for substance use.
Tribal government, local law enforcement and social service
officials gathered at a Dec. 5 ribbon-cutting and grand opening
ceremony for the two facilities located on Nation-owned land in
the Pawhuska area. For safety and privacy concerns for shelter
clients, the location is not shared with the public.
The Nation’s Family Violence Prevention Department will
manage the new shelter, which has larger space for client and

Osage Nation officials held a ribbon cutting ceremony for the Nation’s newly built domestic violence shelter
and Primary Residential Treatment (PRT) facilities on Dec. 5.

—Continued on Page 14

See Shelter

Construction on new Wah-Zha-Zhi
Health Center planned for 2019
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear and Dr. Ron
Shaw addressed the employees of the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health
Center on Jan. 3 to announce
Shaw’s new post as CEO and
Chief Medical Officer. Standing Bear said construction on a
new health center could begin
next year.
“This week we have issued
bids for Requests for Qualifications for architects and engineers for a new facility … to be
designed this year that will be
two-and-a-half times or three
times larger than this facility,”
Standing Bear said. “It’s going
to take a lot of money ... it’s going to take a lot of planning, it’s
going to take a lot of work with
Congress, banks, my office and
this board. But to move from a
12,500-square-foot facility to
a 30,000 to 40,000-square-foot
facility will be significant.”
Standing Bear said the Nation’s Campus Master Plan,

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News
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Osage Nation Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear filed
candidacy forms at the ON Election Office on Dec. 5. Standing
Bear is running for a second
consecutive term in the 2018
election and is accompanied by
his wife Julie Standing Bear.

Maria Whitehorn files candidacy forms to run for Osage Nation Principal Chief on Dec. 5 in
the 2018 ON election.

Dr. Ron Shaw, new CEO and Chief Medical Officer of the Wah-Zha-Zhi
Health Center addresses staff, Osage officials and members of the community on Jan. 3.

which was conducted in 2009
by the Jim Gray administration, puts the new health center where the ON Trial Court
and the Women, Infants and
Children (WIC) building are
currently located, on the northeast side of the campus. However, he said a second possible
site is being considered south
of Pawhuska, along Highway

Dr. Ron Shaw resigns from the
Fifth Osage Nation Congress to
take post with ON Health Services
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Dr. Ron Shaw has resigned from the Fifth
Osage Nation Congress,
effective Dec. 31. He accepted the Chief Executive
Officer and Chief Medical
Officer positions for the
newly formed Osage Nation Health Services.
In a letter of resignation to Osage Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt,
Courtesy Photo
dated Dec. 27, 2017, Shaw
wrote: “The experience of Dr. Ron Shaw will serve as the new
Chief Executive Officer and Chief

See Shaw Medical Officer for the newly formed

—Continued on Page 5
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Osage Nation Health Services.

99 on Nation-owned property.
“Which has adequate water,
sewer and electricity,” he said.
Shaw listed three priorities
he wants to address in his new
post. The first priority is to
improve accessibility for patients. He wants to ensure that
more patients get same-day
appointments and are seen
by a doctor. Second, he wants
to improve the quality of the
health center’s practices. He
said he wants to emphasize
and introduce evidence-based
medicine for the betterment
of health for all. The third, he
wants to increase the health
center’s revenue stream.
“That’s how we’re going
to pay off debt. That’s how
we’re going to reduce pay for
services and personnel that
were reduced, some of the
health disparities the chief
mentioned in this Conner’s report,” he said. “We need to be
mindful we need to generate
revenue because that’s how
we operate and that’s how we
provide services.”
He said he supports the decision to compact the Pawnee
Benefit and the Purchase Preferred Care “for the benefit of
Osages and non-Osage Indians
that come to this clinic.” He

Four Osages file for candidacy
seeking Executive Branch office

See Health
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Osage Nation Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn
files candidacy forms at the ON
Election Office on Dec. 5. He is
seeking a second consecutive
term in the 2018 election.

Otto Hamilton fills out candidacy forms at the Osage Nation
Election Office on Dec. 5. Hamilton is running for Assistant
Principal Chief in the 2018 election.

Benny Polacca
Osage News
The 2018 election season is underway starting with the
filing period for Osages interested in running for Executive
Branch office.
On Day One (Dec. 5) of the month-long filing period, four
Osage Nation elected officials filed for candidacy to run for
Principal Chief and Assistant Principal Chief in the 2018
election year. The filing period closed on Jan. 8 with no additional candidates filing. Since there are only two candidates
in each race there will not be a Primary Election on April 2,
according to the ON Election Code.
ON Congressman Otto Hamilton filed to run for Assistant Principal Chief first that day at 9:30 a.m. Principal
See Election
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Osage News 2017 Year in Review

January
Osage membership removal case going to trial: Osage Nation Trial Court
Judge Lee Stout said there is
enough in dispute to warrant a
jury trial in one of the Nation’s
first membership removal cases in Osage Nation vs Reta Marie Lintner.
Committee formed to
pursue
economic
and
tourism opportunities in
Missouri: Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear formed
an Osage-Missouri Relations
Committee to pursue economic
and tourism opportunities in
the state that was once Osage
homelands.
Construction
begins
on restoration of historic
Hominy Roundhouse: Osage
Nation officials and Hominy
District community members gathered for the official
groundbreaking of what will
be the complete restoration of
the historic roundhouse in the
Hominy Indian Village.

since, residents of Pawhuska
have seen thousands of tourists pour in from coast to coast
to catch a glimpse of the redhaired Food Network star.
One man’s passion becomes Osage Nation Museum treasure: Assistant
Principal
Chief
Raymond
Red Corn comes from a family of collectors. He gave the
museum his collection of old
Osage photos, memorabilia, post cards, photos – the
largest collection ever given to
the museum.
Edwards on Federal Judiciary committee helping to vet U.S. Supreme
Court nominee: Osage Nation Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards, 10th Circuit representative on the American
Bar Association’s Standing
Committee on the Federal Judiciary, was named the lead
member evaluator of President Donald Trump’s nominee
to the U.S. Supreme Court,
Judge Neil Gorsuch.

Special Election is March
20: The Fifth Osage Nation
Congress asked Osage voters
to decide the question of gay
marriage in a March 20 Special Election.
Casino officials discuss
possible hotel in Pawhuska due to ‘Pioneer Woman’
traffic: It has been two-and-ahalf months since Ree Drummond opened the doors to her
anticipated restaurant and
store, The Mercantile. Ever

for the human remains and
funerary objects the National
NAGPRA Review Committee
ruled were Osage in December 2015. The Missouri State
Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) insists the remains
are of Sac and Fox descent.

May
Judge orders DNA testing in membership removal
case: Osage Nation Trial Court
Associate Judge Lee Stout has
ordered DNA testing in the
case of Osage Nation vs. Reta
Marie Lintner.
AmeriCorps opens greenhouse in Senior Housing
complex
in
Pawhuska:
There is a new greenhouse
in the Osage Senior Housing
complex and its open for all
Osage elders.

See year in review
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February

opens new exhibit exploring photographic portraiture of Osages: Deborah
Yates and her son John HorseChief caught a glimpse of
their ancestor as the photo of
Hope Coshehe flashed by on a
projector screen in the Osage
Nation Museum. The photo
was of Yates’ grandmother,
who was an orphan from Grayhorse who had two sisters.

Election Office mails
out record 2,070 absentee
ballot requests for special
election: The Osage Nation
Election Office received 2,070
absentee ballot request forms
to vote in the March 20 special
election – a record increase of
requests received from past
elections.
Cattle operation underway on Bluestem Ranch;
Nation owns 800 cows, 40
bulls and nearly 200 calves:
On a clear day in March, three
members of the Bluestem
Ranch LLC board drove to
the southwest portion of the
43,000-acre Bluestem Ranch
to inspect their cattle and visit
with their Ranch Foreman.
In December, they purchased 800 cows and 40 bulls
for $1.3 million from local
ranchers.
Osage Nation breaks
ground on new women’s
domestic violence shelter:
By summer’s end, a new women’s domestic violence shelter
will be completed and open to
serve the Osage Nation and
other community members
who need to escape an abusive
living situation.
Osage Nation Museum
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Osage Nation votes ‘yes’
for gay marriage: Shouts of
joy and hugs were abundant
after the results of the Osage
Nation’s 2017 Special Election
were announced.
In a historic vote, Osages
voted “yes” by referendum to
recognize gay marriage by law.
It is the first ON election where
a legislative referendum question asked voters whether a
tribal law should be amended.
Election Board certifies
Special Election results:
The Osage Nation Election
Board certified the results of
the March 20 Special Election
ten days after Osage voters
approved amending tribal law
to recognize same-sex marriages and a Constitutional
amendment regarding the
annual budget.
Osage families move in
to Sky Lodge Estates; plans
being made for additional
homes: At the corner of Chief
Mad Buffalo and Red Oak
streets, in the Osage Nation’s
new subdivision Sky Lodge Estates, Osage families gathered
excitedly to receive the keys to
their brand-new homes.
Fairfax
Community
Foundation trying to restore the Tall Chief Theatre: For nearly 60 years, no
one has stepped foot in the Tall
Chief Theatre. The theatre is
a reminder of days gone past
when things were just a little
bit easier and Fairfax was a
booming oil town full of rich
Osage culture and bustling
streets.
Missouri State Historic
Preservation Office holding Osage remains despite
Natl. NAGPRA Committee
Finding: The Missouri State
Historic Preservation Office
is not responding to repeated
request from the Osage Nation

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Grace Lamb received her free refurbished Dell computer from ONPD Investigator Mike Kennedy on Dec. 22.

Fourteen Osage families
receive free refurbished Dell
computers for Christmas
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Grace Lamb is an Osage grandmother living in Pawhuska,
helping to take care of her 8-year-old grandson. Part of that care
is being his tutor for his homeschool program. While she and
her grandson spend many days navigating his school-provided
laptop, she has wished they had a home computer to help with
research. On Dec. 22, her wish came true.
The Osage Nation Police Department is in its sixth year partnering with nonprofit PC Power’s North Pole Computer Project,
which gives away free refurbished Dell computers to families in
need at Christmas time. ONPD partners with the Nation’s Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program to select from
their TANF clients who will receive a free computer.
Lamb, 63, said her daughter received the call about the free
computer and thought it was a scam.
“When she got off the phone I told her, ‘no sister, it’s not a scam.’
I told her last year they gave them away because I remembered
reading about it in the Osage News,” Lamb said. “She said ‘Really?
My son won a computer?!’ and I said ‘Yes! Boy howdy we couldn’t
have gotten a better Christmas present!’”
This year the ONPD gave away 14 computers to Osage families living in Osage County, a record, said ONPD Investigator
Mike Kennedy, who spearheads the project for the Nation’s police department.
The North Pole Computer Project began in 2003 by the late
retired Tulsa Police Officer Glenn DeWeese, founder of PC Power. DeWeese began building computers for children in need at
Christmas time and to date, the program has provided computers
See Computers
—Continued on Page 14

ON Election Office seeking address
updates from eligible voters
Benny Polacca
Osage News
With the 2018 election season
underway, The Osage Nation
Election Office is also notifying
the public to update any address changes to receive voting
information by mail – especially
if voting by absentee ballot.
“If you did not receive the
last post card that we sent out,
please contact the Election
Office at (877) 560-5286. We
are trying to update as many
addresses before the upcoming election as possible,” the
Election Office wrote on its
Facebook page. The Election
Office sends out information
including notices of upcoming elections and deadlines
for submitting absentee bal-

Osage News 2014 File Photo

The Osage Nation Election Office, located in downtown Pawhuska.

lot requests to receive a ballot
by mail.
As of Nov. 30, the Election Office reports there are
15,046 eligible Osage voters.
According to its records, there
are “657 Osage Voters that
we have no way of contacting

because they do not have a
valid address listed in our database,” the office wrote.
Per the Osage Constitution,
eligible Osage voters are those
See VOTERS

—Continued on Page 8
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Judge reorders ON Attorney General’s office
to obtain DNA evidence in membership case
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Osage Nation Trial Court
Associate Judge Lee Stout has
ordered the ON Attorney General’s office to renew its efforts
to obtain DNA samples in the
membership case of Osage Nation v. Reta Marie Lintner.
On Dec. 6, he overruled the
motion made by the AG to vacate the order and ordered the
AG to obtain DNA samples
from 11 known descendants
of Paschal F. Canville, the
original allottee Linter and 15
members of her family claim to
be descended from. The intent
of the DNA tests are to show
whether Lintner shares genetic markers with Canville’s legitimate descendants, proving
Lintner is Canville’s descendant and that she’s Osage.
The AG’s office has questioned whether the trial court
can order DNA testing because
it is the AG’s position that
DNA evidence does not qualify
as proof of membership under
the ON Membership Act.
According to the Act, a person must prove they are of
lineal descent from an original allottee from the 1906
Osage Allotment Act. Proof of
lineal descent includes: “certi-

fied original birth certificates,
certified death certificates,
certified paternity affidavits,
certified adoption records, certified marriage certificate or
Bureau of Indian Affairs issued Certificate of Degree of
Indian Blood [CDIB] card.”
Stout referred to a “troubling” deposition given by
Membership Director Sarah
Oberly. He said according to
page 61, line 10, of the deposition, Oberly says the Nation
accepts DNA as proof of membership. ON Assistant Attorney General Clint Patterson
said that was only in cases to
prove paternity.
“The membership [department] clearly accepts DNA,”
Stout said.
Counsel for Lintner, Brad
Hilton of the Skiatook-based
Hilton Law Group, said he
doesn’t know who the AG’s
office has tried to contact of
the 11 possible descendants
of Canville, or how hard they
have tried. He said he and his
co-counsel are willing to write
letters and make phone calls
to persuade the descendants
to submit to the non-invasive
DNA testing. The 11 descendants live outside of Oklahoma and they would report to
a facility within their city or

mistake that somebody else
forced on us,” Stout said. “And
we owe it to all involved.”
The petition for Lintner’s
removal was first filed in April
2016 after the membership department staff reviewed Lintner’s file, or a file of a family
member, and noticed a notation that said the person was
not eligible for a CDIB.

Lineal descent

Osage News 2015 File Photo

The Osage Nation Trial Court on the Osage campus in Pawhuska.

state and provide a sample of
their saliva.
“While the time that the Nation is dragging their feet, our
clients have lost their rights …
the expense on our clients is
huge when the Nation already
has their lawyers on staff and
it’s built into their overhead,”
Hilton said. “This has become
arbitrary and capricious and
you [Stout] have the power to
shut it down.”
Stout said Lintner’s case is a
case of first impression and he
would not be shutting it down.
“The Hilton office can con-

tact all the descendants involved,” he said.
Patterson said four descendants of Canville have said
they will submit to a DNA
test. He said the DNA testing
lab said the results would be
more accurate if they had all
11 descendants tested, instead
of just four. Stout said whether it was four descendants or
11, the DNA tests are one aspect of the case and after the
samples are collected and BioGene DNA Testing LLC conducts the testing, they could
discuss the results.
“We’re trying to clean up a

The proof of lineal descent
provided by Lintner’s legal
team includes affidavits over
100 years old. They claim that
Lola C. Brown was the illegitimate daughter of Osage Allottee Paschal F. Canville. The
affidavits are from Canville
himself, the doctor who delivered Brown, a neighbor and a
stagecoach driver. Brown was
born in 1888.
Patterson said the affidavits
provided by Lintner are not
the type of affidavits accepted
by the Membership Department today. According to the
AG’s office, both the Oklahoma
District Court for Osage County and the U.S. Department of
Interior determined Brown is
not the descendent of Canville.
“We don’t object to DNA,”
Hilton said.

Osage County Sheriff nixes cross-deputization
for Osage Nation Police Department
Louise Red Corn
The Bigheart Times
Osage County Sheriff Eddie
Virden says the fact that he
pulled cards commissioning
Osage Nation police officers as
his deputies will have no substantial impact on how tribal
officers work in Osage County,
but Osage Nation Assistant
Attorney General Jeff Jones
begs to differ.
Jones said the move sends
the Osage Nation Police Department back to where its 18
officers can only enforce laws
on land owned by Indians or in
“Indian Country” – land held
in trust for Indians by the federal government, including the
Osage casinos.
Already, Jones said, he
has instructed the ONPD’s
six-member tactical team,
which assists the sheriff’s office about twice a week, to
cease any activities that are
not on Indian land.
“We can’t do that,” Jones
said. “We can’t do that without
a commission card. Without a
commission card, our guys are
just private citizens if they’re
on state land.”
Osage Nation police officers were cross-deputized
by the Osage County Sheriff’s Office during the tenure
of Sheriff Ty Koch about 10
years ago. The commission
agreement prompted some
immediate balking by some
members of the community,
notably when rancher Chuck
Drummond challenged the authority of then-ONPD officer
Tug Broughton, who stopped
Drummond for driving 100
mph in a 65 mph zone. The
charge stuck, and Broughton
went on to issue about 200
more traffic citations in the
next four years, according to
court records.
A cursory check of court records shows that Osage Nation
officers make numerous traffic
stops that they are authorized
to perform through cross-deputization with the Sheriff’s
Office. ONPD’s Patrick Luey,
for instance, has issued more
than 200 traffic citations since
early 2012.
Virden said that a 2013
state law has rendered the
cross-deputization agreement
unnecessary.
He acknowledged pulling
the commission will affect ON-

Osage News 2013 File Photo

An Osage Nation Police Department vehicle.

PD’s ability to enforce traffic
laws on state land, but that
the larger good will come from
the county not being liable for
acts the tribal police perform.
“The way it was explained
to me, the tribe as a sovereign
nation cannot be sued, so if
anything happens, the defense
lawyers go after the counties”
that issued the commission
cards, Virden said.
“In 2013, the state passed a
law that would do away with
the need for commission laws
and lessen the liability for the
county … so it was not needed
from what I was told.
“Before ’13 they had to have
those [commission cards] but
the state passed a law that
they could do everything that
the commission was good for.”
Virden said that the issue
came up at the Sheriff’s Academy, where instructors advised
doing away with the commission cards.
Jones said that the 2013 law
does no such thing, but applies
instead to state police officers.
Jones also said that the Osage
Nation carries liability insurance on its officers in case they
are sued. While it is true that
the Osage Nation is a sovereign, the legal work-around for
those who want to sue is simple: They sue the officers individually, and the Nation pays
to defend those officers who
are sued. It has happened recently, when Russell Goddard,
an Avant resident, was arrested the day he was released
from prison and got in a scuffle with Osage deputies, Avant
police and tribal officers who
had been called in for backup.
Goddard’s skull was fractured
during the melee – and three
officers were injured – but
the case ultimately was withdrawn and dismissed.

The 2013 law expands the
powers of state police officers,
allowing them to cross jurisdictional lines in response to
a threat to human life or property, when asked by another agency or officer, or when
transporting prisoners. City
police officers are granted the
same powers only if their city
has adopted policies and procedures allowing it. The last two
entries of the law concern tribal officers, and Jones said they
do not grant similar authority
to tribal officers.

The only passages that apply to tribal officers read as
follows:
“D. A Bureau of Indian Affairs law enforcement officer or
a tribal law enforcement officer
of a federally recognized Indian tribe who has been commissioned by the Federal Bureau
of Indian Affairs and has been
certified by the Council on
Law Enforcement Education
and Training shall have state
police powers to enforce state
laws on fee land purchased by
a federally recognized American Indian tribe or in Indian
country, as defined in Section
1151 of Title 18 of the United
States Code.
“E. Nothing in this act shall
limit or prohibit jurisdiction
given to tribal officers pursuant to a cross-deputization
agreement between a state or
local governmental agency or
another state or federal law.”
Virden said he met last
week with Osage Nation Police
Chief Nick Williams, Jones,
District Attorney Rex Duncan
and other officers to inform
them of his decision. “I asked if
there was any reason why we

need to keep this commission
card and to make me aware of
it,” Virden said.
“Nobody had any reasons
to continue the commission
card.”
Besides
traffic
enforcement, Virden said that the
lack of commission card would
have “no effect on the way we
work together.”
Jones, who also serves as
a deputy U.S. Attorney, said
that Assistant U.S. Attorney
Shannon Cozzoni was astounded that the cross-deputization agreement had been
yanked, Jones said.
“She said, ‘You need to get
it back. That’s crazy. It doesn’t
create liability.’”
And Jones said that the
change could harm the public
by the fact that fewer officers
will be out on the road.
“If one of our guys sees a potential drunk driver, we don’t
have jurisdiction and we cannot even make a stop,” Jones
said.
“We can’t write a ticket. We
can’t stop them. We can’t do
anything.”

Reece brothers case moves forward,
possibly under state jurisdiction
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News
OKLAHOMA CITY — A
ruling from the Oklahoma
Court of Criminal Appeals
has opened the door for proceedings to move forward in
a stalled murder case against
two Pawhuska brothers.
On Friday, a four-judge panel dissolved a stay and ruled
that a preliminary hearing
must be held to determine
whether there is sufficient evidence to prosecute Tyler and
Jeremy Reece in state court for
the September 2015 death of
Pawhuska pumper Rick Holt,
whose partially charred corpse
was found on restricted Indian
land near Hominy.
The preliminary hearing is
set for March 6.
Friday’s ruling stems from
a revised projection of the
crime scene initially offered
up in May 2016 after the state
missed an appeal deadline.

Jeremy Reece (left) and Tyler Reece, brothers accused of the gruesome
murder of Pawhuska oilman Rick Holt.

According to the amended
complaint, the Reece brothers broke into Holt’s house,
kidnapped him, shot him in
the neck and shoulders in his
own yard, then drove him to
restricted Osage land northwest of Hominy, where they
shot him again, this time in
the head.
After originally claiming

that the kill shot was delivered on Indian land and out
of its exclusive jurisdiction,
Osage County prosecutors now
maintain that the lethal blow
was administered in Holt’s
yard, thus giving the state the
authority to charge the pair
with murder.
See Reese
—Continued on Page 7
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Two Osages honored
by Oklahoma Council
on Indian Education
at annual conference
Osage News
Paula Martinez and Lee
Bowman were honored at
the Oklahoma Council on
Indian Education’s 38th annual conference, held at the
Choctaw Resort and Casino
in Durant on Dec. 5.
Martinez was honored as
the 2017 OCIE Teacher of

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Paula Martinez holds her award
from the OCIE as their Teacher
of the Year.

the Year and Lee Bowman
was honored as the 2017
OCIE High School Student
of the Year. Both Martinez
and Bowman are from Fairfax and the Grayhorse District where Martinez serves
as a Grayhorse Committee
Cook and Bowman is a Water Boy for the Grayhorse
Committee.
The OCIE was established
in 1983 to “advocate for educational excellence and
equal opportunity for American Indian students in the
state of Oklahoma” and for
“full participation of parents
of Indian students and tribes
in the retention, maintenance, and preservation
of tribal cultures and languages,” according to a
resolution passed at this
year’s conference.
Martinez
has
taught
Health and Physical EduSee OCIE

—Continued on Page 16

Shaw

serving on the Osage Nation
Congress will be something
I will always treasure. I feel
it is time that I contribute
to the Osage Nation at a different level in fulfilling our
Constitutional mandate in
providing for the health of our
people. The need for leadership in our health system is
now and cannot be postponed
until the end of my term later
this year. My sincere appreciation to you and my colleagues
on the Congress for your support and friendship over the
last 4 years. I look forward to
working with the Congress in
the future.”
Shaw’s resignation from the
Congress was effective at midnight on Dec. 31. He began his
post with the Nation on Jan. 1,
2018. According to the Osage
Constitution, since Shaw’s
resignation is within 180 days
of the next election, his seat
on the Osage Congress will remain open until June 4, 2018.
“On behalf of the Osage Congress, I would like to congratulate Congressman Ron Shaw,
M.D., for being selected as the
Chief Executive Officer/Chief
Medical Officer for the WahZha-Zhi Health Center, Primary Residential Treatment
Center and the Treatment
Alternative to Street Crimes
program (TASC). I have spoken with Congressman Shaw
about his resignation and I
understand it was a difficult
decision for him,” said Speaker
Pratt. “However, I know that
he feels compelled to utilize
his medical expertise to contribute to the Osage and our

Health
CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

The Oklahoma Council for Indian Education’s awards given
to Martinez and Bowman on
Dec. 5.

Courtesy Photo

Lee Bowman and his younger
brother Chase.

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

The new Osage Nation Women, Infants and Children EBT cards.

Osage Nation WIC
now offering EBT cards
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Recipients of the Osage Nation Women, Infants and Children
(WIC) benefit are now using electronic cards to shop for approved
nutritious foods including milk, cereal and juice.
The new electronic benefit transfer (EBT) cards are handheld
size with “Osage Nation WIC” on the front along with a pair of
Osage baby moccasins. These cards are replacing the WIC paper vouchers, which will speed up the food purchases at store
checkout lines thanks to a swipe of the card, said Manon Taylor,
director of ON WIC.
“To see it come to fruition is like a dream come true,” Taylor
added in a news release. “So many people have been involved.
We have done months of training with our staff. It’s been ongoing and we are at the point where (all the WIC staff) feels
comfortable. It’s not only going to benefit our management of
WIC resources and benefits, but more importantly, it is going to
benefit the client and alleviate some the stigma associated with
standing at the checkout with paper vouchers.”
The WIC move to offering EBT cards mirrors the practice
already offered to low-income clients who use the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), also known as food
stamps. WIC and SNAP funding comes from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and those federal funds are awarded to entities including the Nation, which administers the WIC program
for its service area recipients.
A list of WIC-approved foods is available online at: www.
See EBT
—Continued on Page 18
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community in this capacity. I
appreciate that he is a highly-qualified Osage physician
who seeks to provide us with
the highest quality healthcare,
both mentally and physically.
It has been a pleasure to work
with him on the Congress. Although he will be missed by his
Congressional colleagues and
staff, we look forward to working with him in his new seat.
We are excited for him and for
the future of our healthcare.”
According to the CEO/CMO
job description provided by
the ON Human Resources, the
CEO “is responsible for providing overall administrative
direction, leadership and oversight for a tribally-owned and
operated,
multi-disciplinary
health center. The CEO will
provide leadership oversight
for implementation of strategic planning in concert with
the Osage Nation Health Authority Board and Office of the
Chief. The CEO leads and supervises a team of executives
in accordance with policies
and procedures.”
Dr. Shaw ’s duties will include directing the WHC, the
PRT program, the Diabetes
program, and the TASC program, according to a press
release. The ON Health Authority Board has oversight
responsibility for the WHC
and Dr. Shaw will be reporting directly to the Board. According to the CEO/CMO job
description, his yearly salary
will range from $237,000 to
$355,600.
“Dr. Shaw is someone with
great experience in the delivery of tribal healthcare. I think
that is recognized by him being
elected president of the Associ-

5

ation of American Indian Physicians,” said Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear. “He
has been the medical director
for the Citizen Potawatomi for
some time and has done tremendous things for their clinic. They’ve expanded services,
expanded their clinic, and
that’s how I know his work.
He’s been there and knows
how to do this. So, we are very
fortunate to have him.”
Shaw, who is from the Grayhorse District, was instrumental in the Nation’s compact
with the Indian Health Service
for the creation of the WHC.
He has also served on the Nation’s Health Advisory/Authority Boards since the Jim Gray
administration and is a former
Osage News health columnist.
He was elected to the Osage
Congress in 2014.
Shaw is the former medical director for the Citizen
Potawatomi, where he practiced internal medicine. The
Citizen Potawatomi also runs
an IHS-compacted clinic. He
is the current President-Elect
of the Association of American Indian Physicians and has
held that post since 2015.
Shaw has practiced medicine for over 35 years. His
professional interest includes
addiction treatment, according
to the AAIP website. He was
recently interviewed by NPR’s
“All Things Considered” on
the opioid crisis affecting Indian Country. He received his
undergraduate degree from
Dartmouth College and received his medical degree from
the University of Washington
School of Medicine.

–from Page 1

said pre-negotiations for the
compact begin soon.
“So, the future’s looking
very bright.”

Reservation at Risk

In 2010, Dr. Joe Conner
(Osage) and his wife Dr. Carol
Conner of Paradox Consulting
did a qualitative and quantitative health survey of the
Nation’s tribal members titled
“Health of a Nation: Reservation at Risk.” The 44-page “Evidence Based Health Planning
Guide” surveyed 9,850 Osages
with a return of 6,602 filledout surveys for a 67 percent
response rate. The survey provided a health analysis of the
ON workforce, the Osage Casinos workforce, and a breakdown of “alarming trends” in
health behaviors among the
Osage people. The study provides statistics on smoking,
obesity, mental health and
children’s health.
“If you live off reservation
and you’re Osage, your life
expectancy is 10-15 years longer than an Osage that lives
here, and it’s backed by hard
evidence. For example, you
will see that in 2010 only 17.2
percent of the Osage people
live in our reservation area,
Osage County. A lot of people
don’t know that,” Standing
Bear said. “That 80-some percent of Osages don’t even live
in Osage County. But, this
survey included everyone. Living in Oklahoma, another 32.9
percent, living out of state almost 50 percent of the Osage.”
According to the survey,
Osages who live on the reservation have a 72 percent
dependency
rate,
versus
off-reservation Osages who
have a 56 percent dependency
rate. Those who are dependent
include children, elders and
the disabled. The poverty level
is higher for Osages on-reservation, almost double, Standing Bear said.
“And, as we go through [this
survey] we see challenge upon
challenge that shows that as
you get closer and closer to the
reservation, obesity, seeking
help for depression, everything
increases dramatically, double in some cases, and sometimes more than that,” he said.
“That’s an argument to take
our limited resources and to
put them here. Yes, I under-

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

ABOVE: Dr. Ron Shaw and Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear address Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center
staff, Osage officials and members
of the community on Jan. 3.
SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

RIGHT: Dr. Ron Shaw, new CEO and
Chief Medical Officer of the WahZha-Zhi Health Center.

stand 80 percent of our people
do not live here, but when you
look at the data to see that
here in the homeland our people are challenged by poverty
and healthcare services.
“We’ve got to step up here
in the homeland, and I can
prove it with this data. Dr.
Shaw has a copy and my office
has a copy.”

Possible new services

Shaw said he will spend
most of his time on the administrative side of running the
health center, while also focusing on how to increase revenue
to expand services. He said he
will also treat patients from
time to time to check the efficiency of the health center.
“A mammography service
in the building that is permanent is something our patients
deserve. The trailer method is
time-tested but I would like to
see a permanent unit. I would
like to see specialty clinics
such as orthopedics, perhaps
rheumatology, and other specialty clinics to reduce the long
trips our people have to make
to see a specialist or sub-specialist,” Shaw said. “That
won’t be true for a majority
of referrals but even if it were
25 percent reduction of people
having to travel out of town,
that would be less problematic. I would love to leave room

for the addition of a CAT Scanner, or even an MRI Scanner
because we send people out to
get enhanced imaging.”
Dr. Shaw said he will also be
taking over the Primary Residential Treatment (PRT) program, the TASC program, and
the Diabetes Program.
“I have board certification
in Addictionology and am
very comfortable in that environment with that level of
patients, and my heart has
always gone out to the suffering addict. I think we can do
better. We only have about
.60 cents on the dollar to fund
services, so we’re underfunded
and aren’t really generating
any revenue from that level
of business,” he said. “I need
to find other revenue to augment those services because
the goal would be to establish
a Center of Excellence for addiction treatment, that’s more
like a four-year plan, but there
are Diabetes Centers of Excellence and others. I would like
to have an Addiction Treatment Center of Excellence for
the Osage.”
Standing Bear said the new
Hominy Wellness Center will
have services for diabetes patients, and he announced they
will be breaking ground on a
Fairfax Wellness Center soon
that will have rooms for counseling and diabetes.
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Osage Nation still working
toward gaming in Missouri
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The Osage Nation is still in
talks with Missouri officials
about possible gaming sites,
with the most likely site to be
near the City of Cuba along Interstate 44, which is about 80
miles southwest of St. Louis.
“[The Osage] still has the
backing down here, it has not
gone away,” said Cuba Mayor
Ray Mortimeyer on the phone
Jan. 4. “We have a good relationship ... we definitely want
the Osage to come. All the
county supports it and all the
counties around us.”
Cuba officials and Osage officials have been in talks for
over a year, as Cuba unveiled
their Osage Trail Legacy monument on Sept. 9, a 35-foot-tall
statue of an Osage family moving west on the trail. Osage
artist Norman Akers also
painted a mural on Buchanan
street that depicts the Osage
meeting French settlers led by

Auguste Chouteau and Jean
Pierre Chouteau. The day
before the Osage Ballet performed Wahzhazhe: An Osage
Ballet in Rolla.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear said he met
with Osage gaming officials
and the Nation’s Missouri
lobbyists on Dec. 13 to detail
a step-by-step process for approaching the Missouri legislature. The Nation has retained
former Speaker of the Missouri House Steve Tilley, along
with Tom Robbins and Shawn
Rigger, both of Strategic Capitol Consulting firm.
A recent article published by
the Cuba Free Press claimed
that Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens declined to meet with the
Osage and that the Osage’s bid
for a casino in Missouri was
basically “dead in the water.”
Standing Bear and Mortimeyer said that information is inaccurate and that “[Greitens]
has not declined to meet with
the Osage.”

“We were told by [Tilley]
that we have to work with
the legislature and the two
U.S. senators,” Standing Bear
said. “We’re putting together a
whole plan on how to approach
the entire government, it’s not
just the governor.”
He said obtaining a gaming
establishment in Missouri will
be a long process, it could take
2 to 5 years. This is in part because land purchased for gaming purposes must go through
the fee-to-trust process, and
that’s a minimum 2-years.
There are other federal rules
to abide by, environmental
and jurisdictional issues to address, “All of that takes time,
it just doesn’t magically happen,” he said.
If the land is put into trust
the Nation will have to negotiate a gaming compact, which
can take anywhere from 2
to 5 years to negotiate. The
gaming compact must then
pass through the Missouri
legislature, then be signed

Courtesy Photo/Office of the Chiefs

City of Cuba Mayor Ray Mortimeyer and Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear on Sept. 9 at the Osage Trail Legacy statue dedication. Standing
Bear is holding corn grown from kernels the Osage Nation gifted to Mortimeyer, the first Osage corn grown in Missouri in 200 years.

by Greitens and then it must
be signed by the Secretary of
the Interior.
Mortimeyer said he fully
backed an Osage Casino near
Cuba because it could bring
500-700 jobs to the area and a
possible financial investment
of $200 million to $400 million
to their county. Standing Bear

said they are working closely
with Mortimeyer and other
Cuba officials to maintain a
good relationship.
According to reports in the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Missouri has 13 existing casinos
and $211 million was generated for schools in 2016.

Osage Minerals Council meets with BIA and
DOI officials in closed consultation meeting
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The Third Osage Minerals
Council met with the new director of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and other BIA and Department of Interior officials in
a closed consultation meeting
on Dec. 13. ON Assistant Attorney General Clint Patterson, Self Governance Director
Candy Thomas and the Osage
News were present at the beginning of the meeting but
were swiftly removed.
OMC Chairman Everett
Waller said, “I need to take
care of a bit of housekeeping,”
and then asked the three individuals to leave. Patterson
asked Waller if the meeting
was being conducted in executive session and Waller said
he had a letter from the OMC’s
attorney stating the OMC
could have a closed meeting
with the BIA. “This is a government to government meeting between representatives of
the United States government
and the Osage Minerals Council,” he said.
Present at the meeting was
Bryan Rice (Cherokee), who
was appointed BIA director
in October by Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke. Also present
was Eddie Streater, Director
of the BIA’s Eastern Oklahoma Region, Osage Agency Superintendent Robin Phillips,
Charles Babst, an attorney
from the Office of the Solicitor
(Department of Interior) from
Tulsa, and other attorneys
and employees for the BIA and
the DOI.
The twice-a-year consultation meeting between the
Osage Nation, the BIA and the
DOI are a result of the Highest Posted Price settlement
from 2011. Within the settlement language, the consultation meetings are to take place
twice a year between the two
federal agencies and the Osage
Nation government.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear said the minerals council is not the Osage
Nation government and that
the government consists of the
Executive Branch and the Legislative Branch. According to
a DOI press release on Rice’s
appointment, Rice’s job is to
“coordinate government-to-government relations with the 567
federally recognized tribes in
the United States.”
Standing Bear said he objects to the BIA and the DOI
officials meeting solely with
the minerals council without
the government of the Osage
Nation present. He said the
Principal Chief, the Osage
Congress and the Osage Minerals Council all three signed

TARA MADDEN/Osage News
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The Third Osage Minerals Council met with BIA and DOI officials in
a closed consultation meeting on Dec. 13 at the ON Law Building in
Pawhuska. Newly appointed BIA Director Bryan Rice was present at the
meeting.

the Highest Posted Price settlement and that he has been
asking to be part of the consultations since he got elected in
2014, but the minerals council
has entered into an agreement
with the BIA that excludes the
Chief and the Congress.
“The Osage Minerals Council is the important agency for
leasing and management of
our mineral estate, but they
are not the government of the
Osage Nation,” Standing Bear
said. “And to have the government of the Osage Nation in a
consultation you need to have
the government of the Osage
Nation there and they don’t
provide us any notice. You can
see as of today when I sent representatives they kicked them
out. It’s hard to believe unless
you see it. So, they kick us all
out and they don’t even let
shareholders in.”
Speaker of the Osage Congress, Angela Pratt, said the
Congress was not invited to
the meeting and had no prior
knowledge of the meeting.
Standing Bear said he was
notified of the meeting by
Susan Forman, Chair of the
Osage Shareholder’s Association. Forman sent an email
to the minerals council at 2:23
p.m. on Dec. 13, asking for information from the meeting.
“On behalf of the Osage
Shareholders Association, we
the Executive Committee, are
formally requesting a copy of
the report of today’s meeting
with Bryan Rice and other Department of the Interior – BIA
staff,” she wrote in the email.
“Additionally, we would like
copies of the reports of all the
previous meetings held with
the DOI-BIA required by our
2011 Settlement.”
According to the ON Constitution, the minerals council
“has no legislative authority”
and that as an independent
agency within the Osage Nation, it “may promulgate its
own rules and regulations as
long as such rules and regula-

tions are not inconsistent with
the laws neither of the Osage
Nation nor with the rules and
regulations established by the
United States Congress in the
1906 Act.”
Standing Bear released a
statement on Dec. 14, “Page
21, Section C of the Osage
Trust Settlement Agreement
allows the Minerals Council to
meet separately with the BIA
only on certain matters. When
there is a government-to-government consultation such
as what happened Wednesday, December 13, that is
very different. When there is
a government-to-government
consultation it requires written notice and the participation of the Chief and the Osage
Congress. Everyone needs to
understand the difference between BIA consultation on
mineral management and
leasing and Osage government
matters. Federal BIA over-regulation and BIA violation of
Osage sovereignty are serious
issues which involve the entire Osage Nation, all Osage
landowners, and all Osage
headright shareholders. I have
been informed a substantial
part of this ‘consultation’ was
regarding the Osage Nation
surface program Real Estate
Services. I am told the Minerals Council and BIA discussed
our program activities and Superintendent Phillips made inaccurate statements regarding
our Osage Nation Real Estate
Services. No prior notice was
given for the agenda of this
consultation meeting. I intend
to send a letter to Secretary of
the Interior Zinke informing of
what I have just said.”

Open Meetings Act

The ON Supreme Court
ruled in the case Cynthia
Boone,
Everett
Waller,
Kathryn Red Corn, Joseph
Cheshewalla and Stephanie
See MINERALS COUNCIL
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Julie Malone was sworn into the Gaming Enterprise Board on October 19 by Trial Court Judge Marvin Stepson.

Standing Bear appoints
retired gaming manager to
Gaming Enterprise Board
Benny Polacca
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. – A seasoned Indian gaming professional
is now on the Osage Nation Gaming Enterprise Board as
the Nation’s gaming officials continue progress on its largest
casino and hotel project.
Julie A. Malone (Osage) is serving as an interim gaming board member after Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear appointed her to the five-member board overseeing
the Nation’s seven-Osage Casino enterprise. Malone’s appointment comes as construction progress continues on the
forthcoming Tulsa Osage Casino and Hotel property slated
to open this summer.
“I’ve known Julie for many years, she has 15 years of experience working in Native American casinos and prior to
that, 16 years in finance, I’m glad she accepted my request
to serve,” Standing Bear said. Malone attended her first
gaming board meeting in late October at Osage Casino Central Services next to the current Tulsa casino and where the
larger casino/ hotel is also being built.
According to Malone’s resume, her most recent gaming
employment was with Muscogee (Creek) Nation Gaming,
which operates nine casinos including the Tulsa River Spirit Casino where she served in a management role for over
seven years until her 2016 retirement.
In the mid- and early-2000s, Malone also worked in management positions for the former Osage Million Dollar Elm
Casino locations in Pawhuska, Hominy, Bartlesville and
Sand Springs.
Malone worked as a financial and investment advisor
for American International Group (AIG) where she advised
group and individual clients on identifying financial goals
and plans for investment adjustments. She also worked
with retirees in developing and implementing retirement
strategies while with AIG’s Midwest Region.
Malone also worked for AIG’s North State District in
Santa Rosa, Calif., as a financial advisor and other financial companies in San Francisco and Seattle and owned her
own coin collection business (Malone’s Rare Coin Co.) in the
1970s and early 1980s.
Standing Bear appointed Malone after the term for former board member Susan Traci Phillips expired. Phillips
filled out the remainder of Dawn Pratt Harrington’s term
following Harrington’s mid-2016 resignation from the gaming board.
Malone will be subject to confirmation consideration for
a three-year board term when the Fifth ON Congress convenes for the 24-day 2018 Hun-Kah Session in late March.
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Chief
Standing
Bear
signs
42,300-acre
lease
to Bluestem Ranch LLC
board: After a year of back
and forth between the Osage
Nation Chiefs Office, the Osage
Nation Congress and the Bluestem Ranch LLC board, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear signed a 42,300-acre
lease with the ranch board.
Osage
Nation
wins
USDA grant to establish
broadband internet company; first phase includes
Grayhorse: The Grayhorse
area is about to get highspeed internet.
The Nation recently won a
$3 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s
Community Connect Grant,
which the Nation’s Utility Authority will use to start its own
broadband company.

June
Hominy District celebrates roundhouse restoration completion: May 24
marks a new start for the Hominy roundhouse after Osage
Nation officials and Hominy
District Osages gathered to
celebrate the completion of the
structure’s restoration project.
Osage Nation takes over
50 children to Star Spangled Salute Air Show at
Tinker Air Force Base: The
early morning hours of May 20,
the day of the Tinker Air Force
Base’s 2017 Star Spangled
Salute Air Show, was a busy
one for Osage tribal members,
Osage Nation employees and
69 of their children.
Osage Nation to preserve
historic documents at Jesuit archives in St. Louis: The
Osage Nation Foundation will
be paying $84,000 for most of
the preservation and digitization of the historic Osage Mission Collection from the Jesuit
archives in St. Louis.
ON Congress approves
$516,000 for new Wah-ZhaZhi Health Center equipment: New clinic equipment
is coming to the Wah-ZhaZhi Health Center after the
Fifth Osage Nation Congress
passed a $516,124 appropriation bill for the proposed
purchased during the 2017
Hun-Kah Session.

July
Osage Veterans memorial Commission seeks veteran names for memorial:
The Osage Nation Veterans

Reese

–from Page 4
As the Court of Criminal Appeals noted, that
theory has not yet been presented in state court, hence
their decision to allow for a
preliminary hearing.
“… the state has not had the
opportunity to present what
evidence, if any, it may have
to establish the facts underlying the offenses it has alleged
in its amended information,”
Judge Gary Lumpkin wrote.
In the state judicial system,
the brothers face one count
each of first-degree murder,
conspiracy to commit murder
and kidnapping. Tyler Reece
also faces a fourth charge of
desecrating a corpse.

Memorial Commission is requesting the Osage community to review their list of Osage
veterans and to contact the
commission if they have more
information or corrections.
The list of Osage veterans will
be an ongoing project for the
memorial.
Osage man saves woman from burning vehicle:
Thanks to John “Junior” Williams, the day of May 11, 2017,
will be a day Melissa Radford
will never forget. It was the
day Williams pulled her from
a burning vehicle and saved
her life.
Bluestem Ranch board
gives bison meat to three
districts for In-Lon-Schka: The Bluestem Ranch LLC
board of directors received 800
pounds of bison meat from the
Inter-Tribal Buffalo Council in
May. The board turned around
and gave 160 pounds to the
Pawhuska District cooks, 125
pounds to the Hominy District
cooks and 60 pounds to the
Grayhorse District cooks for
the In-Lon-Schka dances.
Osage Nation breaks
ground on new Hominy Village Square: A feeling of happiness permeated the hall of
the current Hominy Community Building as people arrived
for the groundbreaking festivities on June 28.

August
Hollywood stars headed
to Osage County in ‘Killers
of the Flower Moon’ adaptation: Hollywood stars will
once again be walking the
streets of Osage County.
According to reports in an
online article that ran on July
14 by Variety, legendary director Martin Scorsese and
Leonardo DiCaprio are developing a film-adaption of David
Grann’s New York Times Best

Under Oklahoma statute,
each brother could receive up
to 10 years in prison and/or a
fine of $5,000 for conspiracy to
commit murder if found guilty,
plus up to 20 years’ imprisonment for kidnapping.
State
prosecutors
have
three penalty choices with respect to the murder charge if
the Reeces’ motion to dismiss
is not granted: life in prison
with the possibility of parole,
life in prison without parole or
the death penalty. If the murder charges are moved to federal court, the death penalty is
no longer an option.
The case has been in limbo
for more than two years thanks
to jurisdictional questions. The
Reece brothers are citizens of

Seller “Killers of the Flower
Moon: The Osage Murders and
the Birth of the FBI.”
Descendants of Osage
allottee in Lintner case refuse to submit to DNA tests:
The descendants of the original Osage allottee Paschal F.
Canville have refused to submit to the non-invasive DNA
test ordered in the case Osage
Nation vs. Reta Marie Lintner.
Osage
returns
from
Peace Corps ready to continue advocacy work in
the states: Rachel Dailey is
home after spending a year in
the Republic of Mozambique,
Africa as a volunteer for the
Peace Corps. She returned to
the United States at the end
of May – just in time to put on
her broadcloth skirt and dance
at the Osage In-Lon-Schka.
Soft spoken, gentle, kind,
family man, author, servant
of his people: There was a
reoccurring theme throughout the four days of mourning
for Osage author Charles Red
Corn: soft spoken, gentle and
kind.

September
ON Supreme Court issues opinion in Declaratory Judgment case Standing
Bear v. Pratt: The Osage
Nation Supreme Court issued
its opinion in the Declaratory Judgment case Geoffrey
M. Standing Bear v. Angela
Pratt. The Court ruled in favor
of Standing Bear.
Osage
Nation
begins
school year with Kindergarten and First Grade
Classes at Osage Language
Immersion School: A new
school year has begun for the
Osage Language Immersion
School and this year the Nation has added something new,
first grade.
Osage Strong: Lily Lookout gaining strength in family,
friends and school: Lily Lookout was eight years old when
she was diagnosed with Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukemia. She
is now eleven and has been
in remission for almost two
years. She will be finishing her
chemotherapy treatments on
Oct. 22.

and remanded a September
2015 summary judgment from
the Northern District Court of
Oklahoma that allowed Osage
Wind and its parent company, Enel Green Power North
America, to conduct excavation work in order to set up
84 wind turbines across 8,400
acres in western Osage County
without a mining permit from
the Bureau of Indian Affairs or
approval from the Osage Minerals Council.
Osage Minerals Council
votes to sue Osage Nation
over Minerals Estate ownership: In vote of 4-3, the
Third Osage Minerals Council
passed a resolution Sept. 20
to sue the Osage Nation over
ownership of the Osage Mineral Estate.
According to the resolution,
sponsored by Councilwoman
Stephanie Erwin and based
in part of the legal opinion of
Fredericks Peebles & Morgan LLP, Erwin alleges that
the mineral estate belongs to
Osage headright holders and
not the Osage Nation. She
said when the 2006 Osage Nation Constitution was ratified,
it was a violation of the 1906
Osage Allotment Act.
Osage Nation asserts
Water sovereignty and issues first water well drilling permit: Osage Nation
Environmental and Natural
Resources Director Jann Hayman handed a piece of paper
to Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear on the grounds
of the Skiatook Osage Casino.
The paper was the first-ever
water well drilling permit issued by the Nation.
Tulsa Osage Casino and
Hotel project celebrated
with a ‘topping off’ ceremony: A celebration of progress
took place as Osage Casino officials hosted a Sept. 18 “topping off ceremony” for the final
beam to be installed on the
$150 million Tulsa casino and
hotel project still under construction.

November

10th Circuit rules Osage
Minerals Council can seek
damages from wind company: A three-judge panel with
the 10th Circuit and Court of
Appeals has opened the door
for the Osage Nation to collect damages from a controversial wind farm project. In
a unanimous decision issued
Sept. 18, the panel reversed

Osage Nation receives its
first shipment of bison: The
Osage Nation received its first
shipment of bison Oct. 16 on its
43,000-acre Bluestem Ranch.
The shipment contained 20
bison from the Wichita Mountains Refuge herd, which is
managed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.
Osage Language app,
Wahzhazhe, ready for online download: The Osage
Nation
Language
app,
Wahzhazhe, is live and ready
for download to the device of
your choice.

the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
and Holt’s body was found on
Osage land, thus opening the
door for proceedings in federal
or tribal court under the Major
Crimes Act.
In 2016, both Osage County
Associate District Court Judge
Stuart Tate and Mayes County
District Judge Terry McBride
dismissed state charges of
first-degree murder and corpse
desecration, saying they believed the fatal shot was delivered on restricted Indian land,
thus taking the matter out of
the state’s hands and placing
it in the federal government’s.
However, to date, the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in Tulsa has
passed on the case twice.
The Osage Nation filed first

degree homicide charges in
May 2016 to ensure the brothers remained in custody after
the state of Oklahoma missed
an appeal deadline.
On Wednesday, Jeff Jones
with the Osage Nation’s Office
of the Attorney General confirmed that the tribe has not
dropped its criminal charges
against the Reeces. Jones also
confirmed that no additional
hearings will be scheduled in
tribal court until after all proceedings in the state judicial
system are complete.
If convicted in tribal court,
the brothers could face up to
one year in jail, a $5,000 fine
and banishment from Osage
lands for 20 years.

October

7

Standing Bear and Oklahoma AG hold initial meeting on water rights in the
Osage: Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, Oklahoma
Attorney General Mike Hunter and their legal teams met
for over an hour on Oct. 16 at
the Osage Nation Executive
Branch in Pawhuska to begin
discussions on water rights in
the Osage.
10th Circuit Court declines to rehear Wind Farm
case: A federal appeals court
will not reconsider its ruling
over whether a wind farm
company conducted mining in
Osage County without a permit. A one-page order was filed
with the 10th Circuit Court,
denying a motion from Osage
Wind, Enel North America
and Enel Kansas to rehear
litigation among the companies, the federal government
and the Osage Minerals Council over a controversial wind
farm now operating in western
Osage County.

December
Braiding
the
Sacred
gathering brings new ideas
and hopes for seed and food
preservation: On a cool and
crisp November morning, participants of the first Braiding
the Sacred Gathering of Traditional Corn Growers cleared
and prepared the community
gardens at Bird Creek Farms
for winter. The three-day gathering, Nov. 3-5, was the first of
its kind in northeastern Oklahoma, bringing together traditional food growers from all
over the country.
Officials break ground on
new Hominy Wellness Center: Construction progress is
underway on a new Osage Nation Wellness Center that will
serve area residents by providing services for a healthy lifestyle.
2018 election to be held
at Osage Nation Museum:
Osages will again be voting in
the 2018 elections “on the hill”
in Pawhuska after the Osage
Nation Election Board voted
to make the ON Museum the
polling place for the primary
and general elections.
Osage Minerals Council rescinds resolution to
sue the Osage Nation: The
Third Osage Minerals Council voted to rescind resolution
3-237 that called for a lawsuit
against the Osage Nation over
the ownership of the Osage
Mineral Estate. The ownership of the mineral estate has
been a consistent issue with
the OMC since 2006.
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ON Congress to meet for 11th
special session starting Jan. 17
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Fifth Osage Nation
Congress will convene for its
first 2018 special session starting on Wednesday, Jan. 17
at 10 a.m.
On Dec. 27, the Congressional Office issued a written
Request for Special Session
that contained signatures
from eight of the 11 Congress
members. Congressman Ron
Shaw submitted his resignation in late December, which
took effect Jan. 1, bringing the
12-member Congress down
one legislator.
Per the 2006 Osage Constitution, the Congress may call
itself into a special session at
the written request of twothirds of its members. Special
sessions may last up to 10
days and can be adjourned before that time limit at the will
of the Congress. This will be
the 11th special session of the
Fifth ON Congress.
According to the special

Council
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Erwin, Duly Elected Minerals
Council Members v. Osage Nation of Oklahoma (2016), that
the OMC is subject to the laws
of the Osage Nation.
According to the Open
Meetings Act, all public bodies
must post notice of their meetings and the agendas of their
meetings 48 hours in advance,
unless the meeting is an emergency, then the act allows for

session request, the Congress
will consider a resolution that
authorizes a waiver of sovereign immunity and approval
of an International Swaps and
Derivative Association Inc.
agreement (ISDA) by the Nation and the ON Gaming Enterprise to manage its interest
rate on outstanding debt.
A resolution (ONCR 18-01
sponsored by Congresswoman
Maria Whitehorn) regarding
the ISDA and sovereign immunity waiver is filed for Congressional consideration.
The Congress will also consider bill ONCA 18-02 (also
sponsored by Whitehorn) that
seeks to add a new section to
the Nation’s tribal law at “Title
6 Crimes and Offenses, Chapter 2 Crimes Against Persons.”
According to the bill, the new
law section to be added will
define “Lawful Use of Force”
and pertains to Osage Casino
security personnel, according
to the special session request.
If passed as is, ONCA 1802 seeks to allow individuals

(including security officers at
the Nation’s seven-casino enterprise) “to use or attempt to
offer to use force or violence”
in certain instances including
arresting an individual who
has committed or attempted
to commit an offense in his/
her presence or who has an
outstanding arrest warrant or
when “enforcing such restraint
as is necessary for the protection of the person or others,
during such period only as
shall be necessary to obtain legal authority for the restraint
or custody of the person.”
All Congressional session
and
committee
meetings
will be held at the ON Capitol Building on Main Street
in Pawhuska.
Congressional meeting notices and agendas for sessions
and committee meetings are
posted online to the Legislative Branch calendar at:
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/congress-legislative-branch/calendar

24-hour notice to be posted.
The meetings must be posted
at the place of the meeting site
and at the offices of the public
body. Executive Sessions must
be noted with a specificity of
what will be discussed. Minutes must be kept and made
available to the public.
The OMC is made up of
eight elected public officials
and more than five members
of the OMC were present at
the meeting. The meeting was
held at 10 a.m. on Dec. 13, in

the Law Building on the Osage
Campus in Pawhuska.
In September, four OMC
members voted to sue the
Osage Nation over the ownership of the Osage Mineral
Estate and the law firm representing the OMC in that
legal opinion was Fredericks Peebles & Morgan LLP.
Those members voting in favor
were council members Erwin,
Boone, Kathryn Red Corn and
Cheshewalla. Red Corn later
reversed herself and the resolution was rescinded.

Osage Nation Foundation
announces, “Voices From
The Drum” call for artists
Osage Foundation
Press Release
The Osage Nation Foundation is seeking Osage artists interested in using a traditional hand-made buffalo hide drum
as a canvas to demonstrate what the drum means to Osage
culture. Voices From The Drum; An Osage Collection, is a
2018 creative project produced and funded by the Foundation.
The drums, handcrafted by Rock Pipestem, will be provided to each Osage artist selected to participate and the
creation of each artist’s design will be documented by a video that will include the finished pieces, the background of
each artist involved and the inspiration of their design, as
well the history of the drum in Osage culture and history.
The finished drums and the video would then be incorporated into a permanent and travelling exhibit produced by the
Osage Nation Foundation.
“The members of our Board of Trustees of the Foundation
feel this project is important because it allows for the documentation of the role of the drum in Osage culture while
presenting an opportunity to support and promote Osage
artists,” said Bill Webb, Executive Director of the Osage Nation Foundation. “This fits nicely into the objectives of the
organization, specifically preserving and promoting the culture of the Osage Nation while promoting and supporting
the Arts within the Nation.”
A maximum of 15 artists will be chosen to participate,
based on submission of expression of interest by the individual artist. The expression of interest document should
include: Name, address, email and telephone number of the
artist; artist Bio and qualifications (150 words or less); artist connection to the Osage Nation; artist conceptual design
idea summary (150 words or less); and a commitment to
meeting the deadlines prescribed for the project.
The information should be submitted no later than Feb.
15, 2018 and sent to: Bill Webb, Osage Nation Foundation,
PO Box 92777, Southlake, TX 76092 or via email at bwebb@
osagefoundation.org.
The Osage artists selected to participate will be compensated up to $1,500 for their work. The final product will be
due by no later than Nov. 1, 2018. The finished pieces and
the documentary video are scheduled to be released at a
December 2018 premiere. All materials will then be made
available for exhibition.
For more information, please visit our website at www.
osagefoundation.org.

Voters

ON Museum seeking
participants for ribbon
work video project
Osage News
The Osage Nation Museum is hosting a Ribbon Work
Project in Pawhuska and is
asking Osages to share their
knowledge for the video project on Jan. 4-5.
The Ribbon Work Project
is a collaboration with Osage
scholar Jami Powell and other entities including the WahZha-Zhi Cultural Center, ON
Communications Department
and the museum itself. According to the ON Museum’s
Facebook page, the entities
“are gathering documentation about historical and contemporary Osage ribbon work
practices.”
For the project, personal

interviews will be conducted
Jan. 4-5 at the ON Museum
with Osages interested in
discussing the cultural topic.
Those interested in participating may contact Museum
Curator Hallie Winter for
scheduling at (918) 287-5222
or email hwinter@osagenation-nsn.gov.
“This video project will incorporate interviews with
Osage ribbon workers, artists, and scholars, group discussions,
demonstrations,
and tutorials,” the museum
wrote. “We would also like
to gather stories from community members about what
ribbon work means to you.
Do you have a special piece of
ribbon work or a photograph

Election
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Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
filed second at 10:40 a.m. to
run for a second consecutive
term. Congresswoman Maria
Whitehorn is also running for
Principal Chief and filed third
at 2 p.m. Assistant Principal
Chief Raymond Red Corn filed
fourth at 2:40 p.m. and is seeking a second consecutive term.
According to the Osage Constitution: “Enrolled members
of the Osage Nation, who are
at least 35 years of age on that
date of the election, who have
never been convicted of a felony, are eligible to become a
candidate for the office of Principal Chief.” The Constitution
also states: “The Principal
Chief shall not hold any other
office or position of profit under the Osage Nation nor any
office, be it elected or appointed, under any other tribal government, or state, county or
federal government.”
For the Office of Assistant
Principal Chief, the Constitution states that office “shall

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage elder Rosemary Shaw admires the ribbon work on an Osage
girl’s blanket at the opening reception of the Osage Nation Museum’s
“Enduring Images: Osage Photographic Portraiture” on Feb. 23, 2017,
in Pawhuska.

you’d like to share? Do you
have a family story about ribbon work that you would like
to record for future generations?”
For more information on

have the same qualifications
as the Principal Chief and
serve for the same term and
in the same manner… The Assistant Principal Chief shall
perform such duties as may
be prescribed by Osage law
and as may be delegated by
the Principal Chief. The Assistant Principal Chief, shall, by
virtue of his office, be an ex-officio member of the Osage Nation Congress and shall have
a right, when in committeeof-the-whole, to join in debate;
and, whenever the legislature
shall be equally divided, the
Assistant Principal Chief shall
cast the deciding vote.”
All candidates were provided copies of election-related
forms, a timeline of important
dates, events and deadlines
and copies of the Nation’s election code and election rules
and regulations.
The filing fee to run for ON
elected office is due when filing in-person at the ON Election Office, which is: $500 for
Principal Chief candidates and
$400 for Assistant Principal
Chief candidates and can be in

the ON Museum, its exhibits and other events, visit the
Nation’s website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/museum

the form of a cashier’s check or
money order. Candidates are
required to provide proof of
establishing a separate bank
account in the name of the candidate or candidate’s campaign
upon filing. All candidates are
required to provide two financial reports documenting all
campaign expenditures and
donations, including the candidate’s personal funds used for
campaign purposes, according
to the election rules and regulations.
The ON Election Office
website contains forms and
information on the 2018 election including address update
forms, absentee ballot request
forms and information on the
privacy program regarding
voter information listed on the
voter registry list. The website
is at: www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/what-we-do/elections
The Election Office is located at 608 Kihekah Ave. in
Pawhuska and can be reached
at (918) 287-5286.

–from Page 3
enrolled with the Nation and
are at least 18 years old.
Osages who need to contact
the Election Office to update
contact information may do so
by phone or email electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov
The Election Office also released data on the number of
eligible Osage voters in the
United States. According to
the office, Oklahoma has the
most eligible voters at 6,537
and Texas (1,544) and California (1,318) come in second and
third respectively.
The totals for eligible Osage
voters in other states with over
100 Osages living in each state
include: Kansas (733); Colorado (382); Missouri (362); Oregon (337); Washington state
(297); Arizona (293); Arkansas
(254); New Mexico (213); Florida (207); Illinois (130); Virginia
(113); Georgia (112); Nevada
(111); Idaho (106); and Tennessee (101).
As for other remaining unnamed states, each one has less
than 100 eligible Osage voters
living in them. A total of 1,239
eligible Osage voters live in
those states with less than 100
voters, according to the Election Office.
As of Dec. 15 no Osages have
filed to run for Executive Branch
offices in the 2018 election year
beside the four individuals who
filed on Dec. 5 – the first day
of the month-long filing period. Offices for Principal Chief
and Assistant Principal Chief
will be open during the June 4
general election.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear is seeking a
second term in office and Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn
is also running for Principal
Chief.
Assistant
Principal
Chief Raymond Red Corn is
running for a second term and
Congressman Otto Hamilton
is also running for Assistant
Principal Chief.
The deadline to file for candidacy as an Executive Branch
candidate is Monday Jan. 8 at
4:30 p.m.
Candidate forms, election
information and absentee ballot requests are available for
download and printing from
the ON Election Office website
at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/elections
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eorge Albert Shannon, George Albert
Shannon, 83, resides
in Skiatook with his
high school sweetheart, Elnora
Supernaw Shannon. He was
born in Tulsa at Hillcrest Hospital in 1934. His parents are
Claude Shannon (non-Indian)
and Lenora Morrell Hamilton,
the first full-blood Osage woman to graduate high school.
He is the grandson of Bob and
Grace Penn Morrell. He is of
the Hominy District, the Deer
Clan and his Osage name is
Wah-Kon-See-A – When the
Deer Herd Looks Up. He is a
member of the Morrell Family Chapter Native American
Church. He has one sister,
Mary Shannon Brave and two
half brothers, Charles Shannon (deceased) and Claude
Shannon Jr. who lives in Portland, Ore.
Shannon has six children
with his late wife Mary Agnes Wagoshe Shannon, who
passed away in 1991. Their
six children are Susan Shannon, Stanley Shannon (deceased), Ruth Shannon Shaw,
Carolyn Shannon (deceased),
Allen Shannon and Margaret
Shannon Sisk. He has seven
grandchildren, with one of his
granddaughters, Blake Sisk,
recently deceased; and 10
great-grandchildren.
With a degree in Business
from the University of Oklahoma, he’s been a Federal Estate
Tax Specialist, he has served
as a Fiduciary Trust Officer for
banks in San Francisco, Santa
Rosa, Calif., and Tulsa, until
he went into business for himself as a business consultant
for many Oklahoma tribes. He
is responsible for many tribes
gaining 8(a) small business
designation in order to qualify
for preference in contracting
(including the Osage Nation)
with the federal government.
ON: When did you start
dancing at In-Lon-Schka?
GS: My grandfather Bob
Morrell called my two uncles,
Preston and George Morrell,
together with their dance outfits and told them to open their
suitcases. They were in his
bedroom in the new house west
of Hominy. My aunts called me
in. I was out playing and went
up to my grandpa’s room and
he just picked out the different parts of the costume: moccasins, leggings, shirt, tail,
everything, out of my uncle’s
suitcases. One of them had
two roaches and he put that
roach on me. Grandpa called
together relatives, including
Paul Pitts, who was chief of the
tribe at the time and invited
them to come out to the house
where the family had put up a
large 3-pole tent (on a related
incident, that spring Lamont
Brown, a Ponca man, made a
song for me and presented it to
my mother, who accepted the
song and with the permission
of the In-Lon-Schka committee
put the song in the drum at the
Hominy District). But on the
day my grandfather had the
roach put on me by Chief Pitts,
including the eagle feather,
thus announced my first time
to dance. I wasn’t “Roached”
under the arbor, that is how
they do it today, it’s done by
the Head Committeeman. But
when I was young, my grandpa
did it his way and they had a
First Time to Dance ceremony
for me. The First Time to Dance
Ceremony was in effect the induction of me into the In-LonSchka dance. My grandfather
Introduced me to relatives,
‘This is George, his first time
to dance.’ That same year Antwine Pryor had the drum in
Hominy. When I showed up
to dance and danced one or
two songs, his grandmother,
Mrs. Martha Oberly asked the
Head Committeeman to let me
tail dance that evening. So,
my first time to dance I was a
tail dancer. I believe I was 12
years old.
ON: What are the differences in the In-Lon-Schka
today than when you were
a boy?
GS: It’s hard to say there’s
any differences, one of the reasons is that’s one of the rules.
Word of mouth rules don’t

George Shannon in his home in Skiatook, Jan. 7. Behind him are portraits
of his mother, Lenora Morrell Hamilton and his grandparents, Bob and
Grace Penn Morrell.

George Shannon while in the U.S. Army.

Elder s Series

George Shannon
by Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage News

taken away by the 2004 act of
Congress. The other faction
believes in the Constitution
and that the minerals council
falls under it. So, there’s some
dispute over who has the authority. And that dispute causes quite a bit of consternation
over the entire tribe. And I’m
hoping that some compromise
can be reached in the near future. It doesn’t belong. That’s
not an Osage tradition to be
separated, one part of the tribe
go this way, and one part of
the tribe go that way. It’s not
good, it’s not right.
ON: What is your favorite
Osage food?
GS: That’s very difficult
to answer because the food I
thought tasted the best to me
when I was young was cow gut,
stuffed with strips of pork and
cooked in a soup called DomSha. That was the best tasting
food that I have ever tasted. Then there’s always corn
soup and frybread, it’s hard to
beat too.

George Shannon’s Hominy High
School senior picture, 1952.

change things, and just about
everything has remained the
same. The big difference is the
increase and acceptance of the
dance by Osages. When I was
young, Thursday night, first
night, sometimes there would
only be five or six dancers and
Saturday, when there’s the
most dancers, we would have
about 10 to 15. Now, we have
75 to 80 dancers from each district. So, the acceptance of the
dance and the popularity of
the dance has grown. Talking
to anthropologists who study
American Indian tribes, the
Osage are about the only one
where their traditional dance
has grown that much. Others
have diminished, for various
reasons, but I’m kind of proud
of that.
George Shannon in a Hominy High School basketball picture, 1952.

ON: What is your favorite
thing about the In-Lon-Schka and why?
GS: Well, it’s the dancing.
My uncles were real good
dancers, I liked the way they
danced and it’s seeing all the
Osages you’ve met from other
districts. It’s significant that
the Osage have three districts
and each district hosts the other two in successive weekends
in June. It’s just a wonderful,
wonderful way of getting to
know the whole tribe. The host
Drumkeeper feeds everyone including the other two Districts
in a Saturday noon lunch,
and pulls out all the stops. All
the older kinds of foods Osages ate years past and they
all pray, and pray when the

dance starts, pray before each
meal, sometimes they pray to
express their thanks to the
lord and a lot of the dance is
based upon the old religious
traditions that the Osage had
years and years ago in Missouri, before written history. The
Osages had adopted a single
God, called him Wah-KonTah. Whole families would
pray three times a day, morning, noon and night, thanking
Wah-Kon-Tah for life, good
ways and religious activity
that carried all the way to our
traditional dances of today. As
an older Osage elder, I’m very
proud of the In-Lon-Schka and
the way it’s conducted and the

religious undertone that permeates the dance.
ON:
How
has
the
Osage Nation evolved in
your lifetime?
GS: Well, in 2004 the U.S.
Congress passed a law for the
Osages, said it’s time for you
to create a tribal government
of your own that’s not influenced by the U.S. government
as trustee. Subsequently we
created a Constitution and the
government is operated by the
Constitution now. There is a
difference in opinion about the
mineral estate. One faction
of the tribe believes that the
Tribal Council created in 1906
still has authority that was not

ON: Who are your heroes?
GS: My heroes, there are
several. I would say the town
of Hominy. The people in the
town of Hominy, from the barber to the café owner, to the
filling station owner, always
encouraged us young people
to go to school, go to college.
With that wish, they’re saying
you’re good enough. Now, other heroes are my mother, then
there’s my grandfather Bob
Morrell, he taught me how to
bait a hook, shoot a gun, throw
a curveball, sing peyote songs,
took me to peyote church –
might say he and my mother
raised me together and I owe
an awful lot to him. He encouraged me to go to school.
I remember when we went to
watch Oklahoma play football,
he wore a big hat and wore
braids and if it was cool, he’d
get out an Indian Pendleton
blanket and put it on. More or
less showing me that you can
still be Indian and be in college. Always had a soft spot in
my heart for OU because my
grandfather would take me to
those games.
See Shannon
—Continued on Page 15
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All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Parris Easley as a Soldier Doll holds up her sword during a performance of The Nutcracker
Ballet on Dec. 8 by the students of Dance Maker Performing Arts Academy at the historic
Constantine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.

Students of the Osage-owned Dance Maker Performing Arts Academy performed in The
Nutcracker Ballet on Dec. 8 at the historic Constantine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.

The Nutcracker Ballet

Amity Bevard plays the Nutcracker Doll and Liliana Guillen plays Clara (red dress) in The Nutcracker Ballet on Dec. 8 at the historic Constantine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.

Kelci Pickering dances as the Sugarplum Fairy in The Nutcracker Ballet, performed on Dec. 8
by students of the Dance Maker Performing Arts Academy at the historic Constantine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.

Baby Mice took the stage during a Dec. 8 performance of The Nutcracker Ballet at the historic
Constantine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.

Liliana Guillen dances as Clara in “The Nutcracker,” performed by the students of the Osageowned Dance Maker Performing Arts Academy in Pawhuska. From left: Guillen, William
Hamilton, Tehi Chibitty, and Antwine Hamilton.

Students of Osage-owned Dance Maker Performing Arts Academy perform The Nutcracker
Ballet on Dec. 8 at the historic Constantine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.

Liliana Guillen as Clara and Kelci Pickering as the Sugarplum Fairy, hug before Clara wakes
up from her dream in the Dance Maker Performing Arts Academy’s performance of The Nutcracker Ballet on Dec. 8 at the historic Constantine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.

Leigha Rippetoe and Corena Tiller perform in The Nutcracker Ballet on Dec. 8 at the historic
Constantine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.

Liliana Guillen as Clara falls asleep with her Nutcracker doll at the end of The Nutcracker Ballet, performed on Dec. 8 at the historic Constantine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.
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Osage Nation

Holiday Market

All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Local artists and entrepreneurs sell arts and crafts and food items during
the 2017 Osage Nation Holiday Market held Dec. 2 in Pawhuska.

Children from various age groups created gingerbread houses for the contest held during the 2017 Osage Nation Holiday Market.

Bonnie Pratt works on items she
sold at her booth during the 2017
Osage Nation Holiday Market on
Dec. 2.

Osage Nation Foundation Board
members Chad Renfrow and Julie
O’Keefe stand at the Foundation’s
booth where Foundation Christmas tree ornaments are for sale.

Spurs and Arrows gift shop owner Faren Revard Anderson sits at her
booth during the 2017 Osage Nation Holiday Market on Dec. 2.
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Pah-sue-lee
Club
Celebrates
Christmas
All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

ABOVE: Attendees of the Dec. 14 Pah-sue-lee Club Christmas party sing holiday songs while
gathering for group photos.
TOP LEFT: The Pah-Sue-Lee Club held its annual Christmas party on Dec. 14 in the Osage
Nation Senior and Child Care Center in Fairfax.
BOTTOM LEFT: Judy Tiger (left), Teresa Rutherford, Sharon Long and Melissa Cole play a
pitch card game during the Dec. 14 Pah-Sue-Lee Club Christmas party in Fairfax.
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Osage Energy

The Constitution and
the Mineral Estate Part III
Rosemary Wood
Osage News
The 1994 Constitution was dissolved June 10, 1997 by the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 10TH Circuit in Denver, according to “The
Osage Timeline,” a publication by
Lou Brock. The decision was based
on, “The principle that only Congress has the power to amend an
otherwise proper federal statute is
well settled. Congress prescribed
the form of government in the 1906
Act as amended, thereby restricting the Tribe’s power to create a
form of government inconsistent
with the statutory form,” according to Fletcher v. United States,
No. 95-5208, VI Remedy, B. Appropriateness of Relief.
In 1997, as now, many people
wanted universal suffrage while
many wanted suffrage for headright holders only. Council members struggling to bring about
membership were unable to garner
momentum adequate to the task.
It was not until a new Principal Chief, Jim Gray, was elected in 2002 that the Osage Tribal
Council was successful in lobbying
Congress. The U.S. Senate passed
(HR 2912), the Osage sovereignty
legislation, on Nov. 19, 2005, reaffirming the tribe’s right to create
its own form of government. An
Osage Commission was named. A

Rosemary Wood

bringing our Nation together. We
must all try to speak up honestly,
but in a respectful way. We must
try hard to understand all points
of view. We cannot agree with all
points of view, but we should be able
to discuss them without anger or
rancor. We should be able to make
compromise and accommodation for
and with one another.
Some of the items and practices
which I feel were more equitable
and unifying under the 1994 Constitution than they are under the
2006 are summarized herein. These

AUTHORIZING DOCUMENT
ITEM

1906

1994

2006

Name

Osage Tribal Council

Osage Tribal Council

Osage Minerals Council

Name

Principal Chief

Principal Chief

Council Members

Name

Assist. Principal Chief

Assist. Principal Chief

Council Members

Admin.Minerals

Osage Tribal Council

Osage Tribal Council

Delegated by Constitution

Admin.Minerals

Osage Tribal Council

Osage Tribal Council

Approved by Osage Nation

Negotiate Lease

Osage Tribal Council

Osage Tribal Council

Veto Power by Nation

Pay Rent

Not Applicable

Not Required

Required

Chief Breaks Tie

Not Applicable

Not Required

Required

new Constitution was devised, and
on March 11, 2006, descendants of
the 1906 Roll voted to ratify the
constitution by 66 percent.
The 1994 Constitution is far superior to the 2006 Constitution. I
suppose it could not be otherwise
given the way in which each was
conceived and written. The 2006
Constitution was written by committee. The 1994 Osage Constitution was written by government
specialists. Rennard Strickland
was the Chair/Arbitrator of
the1992-1994 Osage Constitutional Commission and is credited
with the authorship.
I believe, if we worked together
and reference the 1994, we could
create a more perfect document
with which to govern ourselves. As
U.S. Citizens, we are accustomed
to self-government. We can do this
by agreeing to abide by the U.S.
Constitution in which we believe
and trust. The U.S. did not get it
right the first time out, and had
to make some changes. We, the
U.S., even made some changes
and changed them back. It is not
just a matter of Shareholders vs.
Non-Shareholders. It’s more complicated than that. This diversity
is exemplified in December’s Osage
News showing two letters from
two Shareholders with two points
of view. One letter was thanking
the Osage Minerals Council for
voting to sue the Nation. The other letter was withdrawing support
from Council Members who voted
to sue the Nation.
Right now, we have intelligent
leaders who can work toward

Figure 1

items relate to the Mineral Estate
and OTC only. The same items are
also shown for the Act of 1906.
In Figure 1 above are listed
items written into the 2006 Constitution which establish significant
departures not only from the 1994
Constitution, but also from Osage
Allotment Act of 1906. It is clear
from a perusal of both constitutions
that the 1994 accomplished that
which was intended by the Commission, which was to devise a form
of government where all Osages,
regardless of headright ownership,
could participate. The 1994 reminds
me of a family, or tribe, who together decide that they want to become
more inclusive and less exclusive.
On the other hand, although the
2006 Constitution does succeed in
forming a new government; the document goes far, in my opinion, beyond what is necessary. The name
change was disruptive and unnecessary (first three items above). I
feel like the wording, relative to
managing the mineral estate, is
not straight forward and seems
to skirt the issue of protecting the
rights of headright holders (last five
items above).
–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary
Wood is a former two-time Osage Tribal Councilwoman and graduated from
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in
1963, the University of Oklahoma in
1965, and from Rutgers University in
1971 with a Master of Science in Psychiatric Nursing.

Internship opportunity for Osages in
the Ozark-St. Francis National Forest
The U.S. Forest Service is offering six month internships in the Ozark-St.
Francis National Forest in Clarksville, Ark. Interns will visit Osage Historic
Sites, assist with all resource areas and priority is given to tribal members.
The internship is in the Pleasant Hill Ranger District in Clarksville. The Ozark
National Forest covers 1.2 million acres, mostly in the Ozark mountains of northern Arkansas. The St. Francis National Forest covers 22,600 acres in eastern
Arkansas, one of the smallest and most diverse forests I the country.
Interested applicants, please call Joshua Rosenau at (406) 275-4056 or visit
http://skctrees.org/usfs-resource-assistants-program/
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Reading John Joseph
Matthews’ Wah’Kon-Tah
Ruby Murray
Guest Columnist

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Olivia “Libbi” Gray, director of the Osage Nation Family Violence Prevention Department,
speaks at the Dec. 5 grand opening event for the Nation’s new domestic violence shelter and
Primary Residential Treatment facilities for women.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation officials, along with area government officials, court judges, social and child
welfare workers tour the Nation’s new domestic violence shelter for women and children
during the Dec. 5 grand opening event.

Shelter

–from Page 1

victim use. Olivia “Libbi” Gray, FVPD
director, said she is thankful the department has a bigger shelter facility
but also added: “I’m very sad that we
need this shelter, the problem is big
and I wish I could tell you we’re getting
in front of this, but we’re not. There’s
not enough shelters in Oklahoma. Once
again, for at least 15 years, Oklahoma
ranks in the top 10 for women killed
by men.”
For the Nation and its communities,
the domestic violence shelter is a 3,000
square-foot facility open to women and
children from Osage County. The shelter features housing amenities including five bedrooms with a living room,
kitchen and office space, according to
an ON news release. The shelter currently employs two full-time staffers
and four part-time workers.
Gray said the shelter will also be
called “Tsi Ohase,” in the Osage language which translates to “the refuge
house. It’s a place of safety, it’s a place
to heal and (Osage language instructor
Cameron Pratt) came up with a perfect name. When you look in the back,
you’re going to see an area set aside for
a women’s sweat (ceremony) to help
them heal and we’ve just hired a traditional healing coordinator, Arleata
Snell, and we’re so glad to have her.”
The nearby PRT facility will provide services and temporary residency for Osage and Native American
women in need of treatment for substance abuse including alcohol and
drugs. The Nation’s PRT has a separate facility for men in Barnsdall
and comprises a 60-day treatment
program for its clients, according to
its website.
ON Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear said building the two facilities was made possible with $800,000
in federal funding awarded to the Nation with the money split in half to
fund construction. Standing Bear said
his administration found the unspent
$800,000 federal money shortly after
he was elected in 2014 and the money
was then reprogrammed with the help
of ON Housing Compliance Officer Joe
Freeman to pay for design and construction costs and funding from the
Roads Department also paid for an access way to the facilities.
At the opening, Jessica Hargrove, a
Child Protective Services investigator
for the Nation’s Social Services Department, said “your new facility is an awesome benefit to Social Services and to
our families and children” in congratulating the Nation on the construction
completion.
Stephen Ray, a child welfare specialist supervisor for Oklahoma’s Department of Human Services, said “it
is a huge sigh of relief to have such a
great (FVPD) to be able to work with
our families and our kids…I have a

lot of hope in the different resources
that this program is able to provide
for clients and I’m extremely thankful for (Gray’s) overwhelming support
and how much she goes over and beyond for clients, it’s way more than I’ve
seen in most other situations like this,
so I would like to thank Libbi and the
Osage Nation for all of their efforts in
order to do everything they can to make
sure the children and families are safe
and preserved.”
In the past 12 months, Gray said her
office has improved services thanks to
the support of the Nation’s officials and
departments. For example, Gray said
her staff provided training to Wah-ZhaZhi Health Center staff so those clinic
workers can identify signs of abuse and
how to help those patients who may be
in danger.
Gray said the facility will include a
playground for children staying with
clients and a place for cookouts “because this needs to be a home, not just
a shelter … If this building does nothing else but save one life, then we’ve all
done something worthwhile.”
For PRT service information, call
(918) 287-5413 or visit its website at:
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-wedo/prt-department
For ON Family Violence Prevention
Department services and more information, call its office at (918) 287-5422.
The department website is located at:
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
counseling-center/domestic-violence
The FVPD also has a 24-hour crisis line, which can be reached toll-free
at (866) 897-4747.

Computers
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for more than 1,000 families, said Karen
Ford, PC Power executive director.
Kennedy went to Tulsa’s Fraternal Order of Police Lodge to collect
the computers on Dec. 21. Recipients
chose to pick up their computers at the
ONPD. Kennedy helped the recipients
to their cars and offered his assistance
to install the computers at their homes.
“We were originally going to be supplied with seven computers. But, I talked to a few people and they provided
seven more,” Kennedy said. “I talked
to Karen Ford and I told her if we are
able to, I would like to get even more
for Osage tribal members next year.”
Lamb, who has 16 grandchildren,
said her grandchildren are very excited about the computer and she hopes
to provide her grandson who lives with
her an even better education at home.
Participating police departments in
the North Pole Computer Project are
the Osage Nation and Cherokee Nation
Tribal Police, as well as Tulsa, Broken
Arrow, Sand Springs police departments and Tulsa Public Schools Police.
For more information about the
North Pole Computer Project and PC
power, visit www.TulsaPCPower.org.

I’ve spent most of December in a cabin on Bainbridge Island across Puget
Sound from Seattle. I’m a writer-in-residence at Bloedel Reserve, a 50-acre estate that timber baron Prentice Bloedel
owned. The family lived in a French chateau when they were here, but I’m staying in a fine wooden cabin designed by
the architect Jim Cutler with two stone
platforms that anchor the space. A stone
hearth reminds me of the one in John
Joseph Matthews’ cabin, the Blackjacks,
that he built north of Pawhuska.
Most of us have seen the photograph
of Matthews sitting in front of the
hearth with his legs crossed, a pipe in
his hand and a dog at his feet. It’s on the
cover of Michael J. Snyder’s new biography John Joseph Matthews: Life of an
Osage Writer, published this year by the
University of Oklahoma Press.
As an Osage and especially as a writer, I’ve thought a lot about Matthews’
work. I’ve read and enjoyed Talking to
the Moon, his account of building and living in the Blackjacks. I was intrigued by
Sundown, a novel of early 1920s Osage
life that reflects details I’ve heard from
my Dad.
Sitting near the hearth on Bainbridge Island, I’ve read Wah’Kon-Tah:
The Osage and the White Man’s Road,
turning the heavy ivory pages of the orange cloth-covered book with the spider
on the cover. Published in 1932, it reads
like a novel, but it’s a transcription of
the Quaker Laban Miles’ diary from the
years he was Osage Agent. He was appointed in 1878, not long after the Osages purchased the current reservation.
I don’t know how many Osages have
read all of Wah’Kon-Tah. I’m guessing
more of us have dipped into Matthews’
four-pound tribal history, The Osages. I
read The Osages in college, when I set
myself the task of reading for 15” a day
till I finished. Other Osage friends said
they gave themselves a reward for reading it. It’s that kind of book, dense.
I find Matthew’s style in Wah’KonTah a little stiff, but interesting. It’s
written more formally than is usual
today, but if you press through, there
are gifts. Matthews was a naturalist. He wants the reader to experience what he did, as when “dickcissels
swayed on the tops of weeds.” Some-

Ruby Murray
times his style is dated, “the breezes
talked and laughed merrily,” but at
other times an image, “the blackjacks
were hung with tassels of green, like
the fringe on a piano cover,” makes
me smile.
Wah’Kon-Tah offers modern Osages a
chance to read about our people living in
their bands, but I wince at Miles/Matthews’ characterization of Osage women.
We read Laban Miles’ justifications for
his decisions, the ambivalence he feels
about sending children to school and dismantling the Osage way of life. I don’t
know how much liberty Matthews has
taken in interpreting Miles’ diary, but
I’m curious.
Osage scholar Robert Warrior has
written about Matthews in Tribal Secrets:
Recovering American Indian Intellectual Traditions, and Michael Snyder, a
professor at Oklahoma City Community College, has published a biography
detailing Matthews’ complex character
with carefully cited interviews from
Matthews’ family and other Osages.
It’s good to see relatives’ names, like
“Old Wah Shin Peesha”or “Wah Shin
Kah Sabe,” or to recognize an Osage
word in Matthews’ spelling. The book
offers a sense of what it was like to live
then. I’m in a fir forest in mid-winter,
reading about Laban Miles being called
to Big Chief’s band when the chief dies.
Miles arrives around midnight, when
no fires illuminate the camp, and he
reaches in the total darkness for a tree
to hitch his mules.
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Executive Branch
releases update on
Osage Nation 25year strategic plan
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Osage Nation Office
of the Chiefs is providing an
update on the Nation’s 25year strategic plan with a
digital booklet available to
view online.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear announced
the update on the strategic
plan during the Nov. 4, 2017
United Osages of Southern
California fall gathering in
Carlsbad.
“Some of you may remember in 2007, (work started)
on a 25-year plan and we’ve
taken that as a guide in
trying to accomplish these
(goals) and I thought it would
be a really good idea to get a
measurement of where we
are,” Standing Bear said.
In 2007, the Principal
Chief Jim Gray administration undertook a nationwide
initiative to identify needs
and goals to formulate a 25year plan for the Nation. The
feedback resulted in the report titled Osage Nation 25year Vision & Strategic Plan
Summary Report, which
was printed in September
that year.
The plan identifies six
areas of focus including economic development, cultural preservation, education,
health, minerals/ natural
resources and governance/
justice. The 2017 update
includes newer initiatives
and expansion of services in
those areas, which Standing
Bear briefly discussed at the
UOSC event.
“There was six categories
and we chose four in each as
a status – one’s economic development,” As an example
of “where are we?” Standing
Bear referred to the ongoing construction of the Tulsa Osage Casino and Hotel,
which is the largest gaming project the Nation has
taken on. The Tulsa casino
provides half of the Nation’s
gaming revenue and the
new casino/ hotel property is
scheduled to open this summer, he said.
For economic development, Standing Bear also
mentioned the Bluestem
Ranch purchased last year
from media mogul Ted Turner. “The Bluestem Ranch
was purchased – 43,000
acres – since then, the Congress appropriated $4.5
million of our (tribal) money to (the Bluestem Ranch
LLC Board) to have them
get started and they’ve had
great success on the cattle
operations they’ve reported
lately,” Standing Bear said.
He also referred to the ranch
addition of bison in October
and said “to me and all of us
that were there, it was very
symbolic about Osage being
able to get stronger and coming back … I think we’re on
the right path.”
Standing Bear referred
the Nation’s participation in
the 2016 Cobell Land BuyBack Program also in his
update. The land buy-back
program is a stipulation of
the Cobell Settlement which
provided $1.9 billion to purchase fractional interests in
trust or restricted land from
willing sellers at fair market
value within a 10-year period, according to a U.S. Department of Interior.
The Osage Nation received over $8 million in
federal money and used it

to buy back land from Osage
landowners willing to sell
it to the Nation. Standing
Bear said: “We had a priority (in seeking land) over the
aquifers, close to the Bluestem Ranch and we purchased 6,400 acres (in 2016)
through that settlement program, so now so far, we’ve
got about 50,000 acres. So,
we’ve reversed for the first
time in 100 years the loss of
land of the Osage.”
For cultural preservation
and education, Standing
Bear mentioned the Nation’s
Osage Language Immersion
School program established
in 2016, noting “the best way
to preserve our language is
through our children’s learning of it and we are seeing
that our young children are
speaking Osage.” He also
noted the other Osage education programs including the Wah-Zha-Zhi Early
Learning Academy use the
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Math) curriculum in their
teaching plans in addition to
Osage culture and language.
In the 2017 report, the
strategic plan update mentions other programs and
initiatives and their respective updates including:
• Health: The Osage
Nation Health Benefit
available to all enrolled
Osages with the health
benefit program with
$500 card available for
Osages up to age 65
and $1,000 available
to Osages elders age
65 and up. There are
also Medicare supplement health insurance
benefits available to
eligible Osages.
• Minerals and Natural
Resources: The Nation is
developing an inventory
of natural resources.
The Nation has 786.30
acres in surface land
trust status with the
federal government and
1.4 million acres that
are part of the Osage
Minerals Estate. The
Nation is in the process
of placing the Bluestem
Ranch land into trust
status as well and the
Environmental and
Natural Resources Department is conducting
a full biological inventory of the Bluestem
Ranch, as well as other
Nation-owned lands.

Shannon
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ON: What was the happiest moment of your life?
GS: That’s a toughie. I really can’t point one out. Getting out of the army, getting
discharged from the army. I
was drafted and I didn’t like
the way the army was and
that day I caught the bus in
Fort Smith, Ark., and my wife,
who passed away, Mary Agnes Wagoshe, drove to Tulsa
and picked me up. That was
pretty nice. Pretty good time.
Then, the first born, Susan,
that was significant. Later on
in life there was some good moments, but being recognized by
the OU Indian Alumni Society
as outstanding Elder one year
and also acting as president
of the OU Indian Alumni Society was good. I have a lot of
friends, Kiowa country, Otoe,
Ponca, had relatives, Oberly’s,
Osage and Comanche, I think
it’s good when they have these
powwows around the state and
you get to meet different people, different families. Going
to powwows, learning songs,
learning 49 songs. My wife today, Elnora Supernaw, is Quapaw and Osage and I learned
how to lead stomp dance for
her, and all those are exciting
beautiful moments that I look
back on quite often.
ON: What is your earliest
memory?
GS: I think it’s going to
school, first grade. There was
some non-Indian boys that are
still living today. One of them
is still living here in Skiatook,
name is Charles Carver. We
went to first grade together,
the other lives in Stillwater.
Went all the way through high
school with those two guys and
a couple of other people, we
were always good friends.
ON: What is your favorite
thing to do for fun?
GS: Well, at age 83 it’s waking up in the morning. (laughs)
No, I enjoy being around
my children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren. I enjoy
the football season and the
June dances. It’s an appreciation that there are some real
nice people in this world and
that they’re truthful, fun loving and just plain good people.
Most of them that I know are
Indian, but there’s many white
people that fit that category
and I enjoy their company.
Sometimes it’s just a clerk at
the grocery store, sometimes
it’s after mass talking to people and sometimes it’s just a
neighbor and he lets you know
that he knows you’re a good
guy. There’s plenty of strife out
there, plenty of politics on the
national level that are way out
of favor right now and I have
faith in the American public to
clean that up as we go along.

George Shannon holding his first born, Susan Shannon, in 1956.

ON: What was your favorite decade and why?
GS: I suppose it was the
decade I was two years in
the army. The next two years
after the army I finished college. Then went to work for
the first time in an administrative manner in San Francisco. Beautiful city, great
people. Going to work for the
first time, seeing my first 2 to 3
children born, that was a good
10-year period.
ON: What world events
had the most impact on
you?
GS: Well I’ve lived to see
the Korean War, the Vietnam
War, those two events had
something to do with the way
I approach things. Later on I
learned to appreciate religion
a lot more. Not so much as a
way of trying to get to heaven, but trying to find ways for
people to get along with each
other. I like to find out why
people do things and what
influences people. Our basic
Christian religion puts ways
into people’s minds, puts ways
into how people talk to each
other and puts ways into people’s lives that gives them a
chance to get along. It’s good.
Like I say, Osages had this
single God concept, way, way
back, thousands of years ago,
and archaeologists have ways
of reading drawings and signs
in caves and walls and funeral
type artifacts that tells them
the Osages have had religion a
long, long time. It follows, not
directly, but it follows along
with the Christian religion.
ON: What would you tell
your 20-year-old self?
GS: Just keep going at college until you get your bachelor’s degree. It might take
4 years, or it might take 10
years, because it’s interrupted by different factors in life.
Actually, it took me about 10
years to get my bachelor’s degree and when I did it helped
me support my family, but it is

also an education. There’s a lot
of information, a lot of things
going on in the world, different
people, different races, it’s good
to be educated at least through
the bachelor degree. At the
University of Oklahoma, regardless of your major, you’re
required to take history, math,
studies of different peoples in
addition to what you’re majoring in. it’s called an education
and I learned later on that’s
what affected me the most in
my life. A mild appreciation of
history, international history
and our own government. The
United States Constitution
is a wonderful document and
it needs to be protected and I
was happy to do my part, two
years in the army.
ON: Is there anything else
you would like to add?
GS: I’d say it doesn’t take
too much to be disliked, doesn’t
take too much to be an odd person, doesn’t take too much to
be an outcast – but it takes effort, work and good thoughts
to be a good person. You have
to want to be a good person.
Osages, from what I’ve learned
throughout my life, taught
their children to be good people – then comes school, then
comes degrees. But they always taught their children to
be good people. Be good to your
fellow man, be good to your
spouse, be good to your children. My mother would never
let me touch my children by
spanking them, or by getting
a switch. Primarily because
she said, ‘You’re wolf clan.
You might lose control and
hurt one of them.’ That’s why
she had me named in the Deer
Clan. So, I never did, I never
spanked my children. Now,
my first wife had an awful lot
to do with that. She caused all
my children to love her and to
love me. She was significant in
my life until she passed away
in 1991. But that’s where I’m
at right now, is do what you
should be doing to be a good
person.

Indigenous American Day at Pawhuska Public Schools

• Governance and Justice:
The Nation has made
the protection of tribal
sovereignty a high-government policy. For
example, the Nation
has established entities
including the Historic
Preservation Office, a
Self-Governance Office, assumed control
of Bureau of Indian
Affairs Real Estate
Services and Natural
Resource programs and
developed ancestral
lands for expanded ON
access to cultural and
historical sites, as well
as economic development opportunities.
The 34-page booklet titled Snapshot of the 25-year
Strategic Plan can be viewed
on the Nation’s website
at:
https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/news-events/
news/25-year-strategicplan-snapshot
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Larry Sellers, Pawhuska JOM President, speaks with students of
Pawhuska Public Schools on Nov.
29 for Indigenous American Day.

Xavier Reeves looks at Osage dance bells that go around men’s and
boy’s legs when they dance. The Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center helped
the Pawhuska JOM program by setting up their Cultural Trunks for the
students of Pawhuska Public Schools for Indigenous American Day
on Nov. 29.
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great-great-niece of General
Clarence L. Tinker. I would
like to say a big Thank You to
the Osage Nation Higher Education Scholarship Program
for all of your support these
last few years. Very much appreciated.

Vanessa Rose Moore

Kristen Leigh Tinker

Aaron and Gavin Cleveland

Congratulations!

Vanessa in her commencement
regalia capped off the meal.
Beginning with a prayer of
blessing for the meal and for
Vanessa, the overflow crowd
then enjoyed wonderful food
and fellowship. Cynthia Akin,
Vanessa’s aunt was asked to
cut the cake and shared a few
words in recognition of Vanessa’s accomplishments. Stuart
Moore expressed appreciation
for everyone’s presence before
asking Friends Minister David
Nagle to say a few words. Following those remarks, Sammy Joe Evanoff said a special
prayer over Vanessa.
Vanessa should have plen-

ty of time to consider future
plans as she enjoys her internship, working at the Philbrook
Museum in Tulsa.

Vanessa Rose Moore was
honored with a graduation dinner and reception on Dec. 17 at
the Friends Meeting house in
Hominy. She graduated Dec.
16 with a degree in Fine Arts
from Northeastern State University, Tahlequah.
Put together by Vanessa’s
relatives and Hominy Friends,
the event was well attended
and featured a large array of
tasty dishes from finger foods
to pulled pork sandwiches,
brisket, dried corn soup, hominy and fry bread. A raspberry
filled white cake with cream
frosting featuring a picture of

Kristen Leigh Tinker recently graduated from Fortis
Institute with honors and received her license and diploma
in Surgical Technology. She
took her state boards and became a CST Oct. 7, 2017. Kristen is the daughter of Stanley
E. Tinker, granddaughter
of Major Edward E. Tinker,
great-granddaughter of Nicholas Alexander Tinker and

Congratulations!
The Pawhuska Huskies 3rd and 4th grade football team was this year’s Ironman Football
League Champions! The Huskies outscored their opponents 208 to 18 during the season. Seventeen Osage boys play for the team. Go Huskies!

Save the Date!

–Local Events Calendar

January 6
Osage Nation JOM
Youth Powwow
Skiatook High School
1000 W. 4th
Skiatook, Oklahoma
Starts at 2 p.m.
Contest Powwow
For more information contact
skiatook_jom@yahoo.com

January 8
Osage Nation Principal
Chief and Assistant
Chief Filing Ends
Osage Nation Election
Office
608 Kihekah
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

January 13
15th Annual Battle of the
Plains Youth Competition
Washington County Fairgrounds Building
South Side of Dewey, Oklahoma
For more information
contact (918) 337-0130

January 16
Osage Nation Blood
Drive and Bone Marrow Registry Event
Osage Nation Law Building
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY
February 6
Filing for Osage Nation
Congress Begins
Osage Nation Election
Office
608 Kihekah
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

February 16
Deadline to submit
Absentee Ballot
Request forms
For Osage Nation Principal
Chief and Assistant Chief

Must be received by close
of business at 4:30 p.m.
Osage Nation
Election Office
608 Kihekah
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

February 26
Absentee Ballot
Mailing Begins
For Osage Nation Principal
Chief and Assistant Chief
Osage Nation Election Office
608 Kihekah
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

MARCH
March 12
Filing for Osage Nation
Congress Ends
Osage Nation Election Office
608 Kihekah
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

March 30
Early Voting Day 1
For Osage Nation Principal
Chief and Assistant Chief
For more information
contact (918) 287-5286

March 31
Early Voting Day 2
For Osage Nation Principal
Chief and Assistant Chief
For more information
contact (918) 287-5286

APRIL
April 2
Primary Election Day
For Osage Nation Principal
Chief and Assistant Chief
For more information
contact (918) 287-5286

April 16-20
Four Corners of the Osage
Visit Sites in Arkansas,
Missouri, Oklahoma,
and Kansas
Registration Period:
February 1 to February 28

Congratulations!

Aaron and Gavin Cleveland
recently earned their black
belts in Karate. They are the
sons of Donnie and Jennifer
(Crum) Cleveland and are the
grandsons of Osage Minerals
Council member Galen Crum.

Congratulations!

Courtesy Photo/Brandi Linde
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16

For more information
contact Courtney Neff
at (918) 287-9741

April 20
Deadline to submit
Absentee Ballot
Request forms
For Osage Nation Congress
Must be received by close
of business at 4:30 p.m.
Osage Nation Election Office
608 Kihekah
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

April 30
Absentee Ballot
Mailing Begins
For Osage Nation Congress
Osage Nation
Election Office
608 Kihekah
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

JUNE
June 1
Early Voting Day 1
For Osage Nation Congress
For more information
contact (918) 287-5286

OCIE
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cation at Woodland Public
Schools for 27 years. She has
taught Elementary P.E., has
coached junior high and high
school girls and boys track
for 23 years, cross country
for 15 years and basketball
for eight years. It is well
known within the Osage
community that Martinez
was an Oklahoma record
holder for decades in the
800 meter and 1600 meter
runs, she was nominated for
the prestigious Jim Thorpe Award and she attended
Oklahoma State University
on a full athletic scholarship
and ran for OSU. She graduated a student athlete and
earned her Bachelor of Science degree.
While coaching at Woodland, the girl’s track team
took the State Class 2A runner up title in 2002, 2003
and 2005. The high school
boys’ cross country team
took the Class 2A academic
champions title in 2009, and
the high school girls were
the academic state track and
field champions in 2012. She
was the region 6 Class 2A
track Coach of the Year in
2005, Cross country region
6 Coach of the Year in 2016,
as well as the Woodland Elementary Teacher of the Year
in 2002 where she incorporates the Osage language.
“It is a great honor to be
nominated for the OCIE Education Teacher of the year
award,” she said. “I am very
thankful for the award. I am
very honored to have loving
parents who always supported my brother Bruce, and
sister Terry, in all of our endeavors because they helped
us reach our highest potentials in life.”
Martinez is Osage, Creek,
Seminole, Pawnee and Rose
Bud Sioux. She and her husband Ray are the parents of
three grown children and the
grandparents of five grandchildren, three of which attend the Osage Language
Immersion School. She is the

daughter of Judy Tiger and
the late Jim Tiger.
Bowman is a senior at
Woodland
High
School
where he has already completed 18 hours of college
credit and will graduate with
honors in May.
“The school district added a special math course
for him, because they recognize that he wants and needs
to have a strong background
in math to be a successful
Pre-Med student,” said Teresa Holloway Bledsoe, one of
his teachers at Woodland.
Bowman was a member of
the first class of interns for
the Osage Nation’s Health
Career Summer Scholarship
program where he interned
for four weeks at the WahZha-Zhi Health Center in
August of last year. At the
time of his internship he
said:
“The best thing about this
program is seeing what it
takes to make a clinic run
and go smoothly and properly. After I graduate I want
to go into the medical field
to become a pediatrician.
One of the things that I’ve
learned from this program
is that knowledge is power.
The more knowledge you
have about anything really,
business or medical field,
and whatever it really takes.
It’s best to know as much as
possible.”
He is a regular volunteer
at his church and school,
he is a natural leader in
the class and on the athletic field, he helps his family
on their ranch, is an older
brother and is a continuous
help to family and friends,
Bledsoe said.
He was unable to accept
the award in person due to
a “devastating sports injury” and had to have multiple
surgeries.
“He has been taught to
Wash-kon, or to do your best,
and has proven that he can
battle through adversity.
Many Native youth in our
community see him as someone they strive to be. Someone they could seek out in a
time of need. He has found
his path,” she said.

June 2
Early Voting Day 2
For Osage Nation Congress
For more information
contact (918) 287-5286

June 4
General Election Day
For more information
contact (918) 287-5286
––––––––––––––––––
Have an event? Send event
information to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
email sshaw@osagenews.org,
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make
sure to include event date, location, email and web address (if
applicable) and a phone number
where someone can be contacted for validation, if necessary.
Deadline for the February issue
is January 18, 2017.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY / Osage News

Isaac Williams, and other young Osage dancers, shake hands and
give high-fives to the students of Pawhuska Public Schools on
Indigenous American Day on Nov. 29. See more photos on page 15.

Obituaries

Terril “Terri” Rae Bigheart

Terril “Terri” Rae Bigheart

Terril “Terri” Rae Bigheart,
68, of Lowell, Indiana, died in
Oklahoma City on January 1,
2018 after a short but courageous battle with cancer. Terri
was born to William Bigheart
Jr. and Donna Jean Young
Bigheart on March 17, 1949 in
Pawhuska, Oklahoma.
Terri spent her earliest
years in Oklahoma and South
Dakota. Her family relocated
to Indiana where in the town
of Hammond, Terri graduated from Bishop Noll Institute. After high school, she
acquired her bachelor’s degree
in Health Education from Indiana State University. In 1971,
she returned to Bishop Noll Institute where she served as a
teacher of health education, a
coach, a sponsor, and a mentor
to many. In 1973, Terri earned
a master’s degree from Indiana State and continued her
teaching career until she retired from Bishop Noll in 2000.
She was loved and respected
by many of her students whose
lives she invariably touched
and whom she lovingly referred to as her “kids.”
She is survived by her son,
Steven Fenters and wife Andrea Fenters; grandson Michael Fenters; first cousins
Sandi Harshfield Richardson
and family, Daryl Harshfield

and family; cousin Ed “Scurvy”
Bigheart and family; aunts,
uncles, numerous cousins, students, friends, and Disney family. She is preceded in death by
her beloved mother and best
friend Donna Jean Van Hoose,
her beloved stepfather Thomas
A. Van Hoose, brother Randy
Bigheart, and father William
Bigheart Jr.
Terri was a Disney enthusiast and a die-hard Cubs fan.
She loved to travel and golf,
frequently enjoying these pasttimes with her cousin Sandi.
Terri’s warmth, quick smile,
and jovial manner earned her
many friends along the way,
friends she considered family.
She often spoke about how she
loved her Bishop Noll, Southern, Disney, Indiana, Nebraska, and Oklahoma families, to
name a few.
Terri was a proud member of the Osage Nation and
received the name “Wah Tse
Sho Nee” (Star that Travels),
a name that suits her enthusiastic and adventurous spirit.
In recent years, she reconnected with her Bigheart family
with whom she spent the final
weeks of her life. She was excited to connect with this family who quickly realized how
special she was and felt like
her presence was an immeasurable blessing. She added
laughter, wisdom, and joy to
this family, and they are each
grateful for the time they were
able to spend with her.
Terri will be greatly missed
by all of her families.
A service will be held at 10
a.m. on Tuesday, January 9,
2018 at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in
Pawhuska, Oklahoma, followed by a graveside service at
the Pawhuska City Cemetery.
Visitation will be held from 12
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Monday, Jan-
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uary 8 at the Kendrick McCartney Johnson Funeral Home,
Pawhuska.

Mary Grayce Gray Bighorse

Mary Grayce Gray
Bighorse

On December 14, 2017, Mary
Grayce Gray Bighorse made
her journey to be with her Creator. She was surrounded by
her family in Tulsa, OK. She
left this earth of the age of 66
and will be missed by many
who knew her from her many
roles in life.
The cultural backbone of
the Gray family, she was well
versed in many aspects of our
traditions. She belonged to
the Deer Clan and was named
Humpa Toka (Wet Moccasin) by Magellan Whitethorn
Green. She also came from the
Pawhuska District. She was a
teacher of the Osage language,
a national treasure at ribbon
work, a devout Roman Catholic and member of the Native
American Church.
Bighorse was a Lady Singer
for all three District ln-LonSchka committees, a position
of high honor among the Osage.
She could always be seen in
her trademark sunglasses
and shawl, sitting around the

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To
apply for a position with the
Osage Nation go to www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/opportunities/job-listings/application-form.
Applicants are welcome to attach a resume and/or cover letter
in addition. Please note that all
applicants tentatively selected
for employment with the Osage
Nation will be required to submit to a urinalysis to screen for
illegal drug use. Employment
will be contingent upon drug
test results. OSAGE / VETERAN / INDIAN PREFERENCE
IS CONSIDERED. Verification
of preference must be included
with application. For questions
please contact Taryn Crawford,
Osage Nation Employee Recruitment Specialist at (918) 287-5445
or email tcrawford@osagenation-nsn.gov.
Language Teacher – Pawhuska High School Diploma or GED
required; Associates Degree preferred. Fluency in the Osage language preferred. Knowledge of
Osage Language instructional
methods and training techniques
including curriculum design principles, learning theory, group and
individual teaching techniques.
Knowledge of the structure and
content of the Osage Language including the meaning and spelling
of words, rules of composition, and
grammar. Regular Full Time. Salary: $33,000-58,700
Osage Nation Education Department Internship Osage
Nation Education Department
Internship Program is designed to
provide Osage students with work
experience in their chosen field of
study. The program is designed
to serve enrolled members of the
Osage Nation with a minimum of
61+ hours completed in an accredited college or university degree
program. Regular Temporary Full
Time.
OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To apply for a position with Osage
Casino go to www.osagecasinos.com/careers
Brewmaster – Tulsa Must be
at least 21 years of age. High
School or GED equivalent required. Brewing, Distilling, Beer
and Sprit Sales required. 3 to 5
years’ experience working with
beer production, Beer and Spirit
Sales, and/or food and beverage
production required. Oklahoma
Liquor License Required. Regular
Full Time.

Security Officer Lead – Tulsa
High School Diploma/GED and 6
months of previous work experience; 3 months of casino security experience required. Gaming
Hospitality or Customer Service
industy preferred. Regular Full
Time.
Administrative Assistant – Casino – Skiatook Must be at least
21 years of age. High School Diploma or GED plus two (2) years
previous experience as an administrative assistant required;
or Bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration or substantially
related field. Regular Full Time.
Bartender – Hominy High
School Diploma/GED. Six months
customer service experience preferred. Must be 21 years of age.
Regular Full Time.
Short Order Cook – Ponca City
Six (6) months of previous work
experience in the food industry.
Must be 18 years of age.Regular
Full Time.
Main Bank Cashier – Pawhuska High school diploma or GED
required. Prior cash – handling
experience required. Requires experience in guest services or casino operations; prior cage cashier
experience preferred. Regular
Full Time.
Security Officer – Skiatook
High School Diploma/GED and 6
months of previous work experience. Gaming Hospitality or Customer Service industry preferred.
Regular Full Time.
Maintenance Technician –
Sand Springs Must be at least
18 years of age. High School Diploma/GED and 6 months of previous work experience. Gaming,
Hospitality or Customer Service
industry preferred. Minimal of
two to three years of experience in
position related to assigned duties
required. Regular Full Time.
Casino Host – Tulsa Associate’s
Degree in Hospitality, Marketing or related field. Two years of
high volume casino hospitality
business experience. Regular Full
Time.
Regional Hotel Manager – Ponca
City High School Diploma or GED
equivalent required. Three years
hotel management experience required. Must be 21 years of age.
Regular Full Time.
Buffet Attendant – Bartlesville
High School Diploma/GED and 6
months of previous work experience. Gaming, Hospitality or Customer Service industry preferred.

Some experience in food service is
preferred. Regular Full Time.
Cocktail Server – Ponca City
Must be at least 18 years of age.
Females must be able to fit a size
8 or smaller for women’s attire.
Males must be able to fit a size 36
waist for men’s attire. High School
Diploma/GED. Regular Full Time.
Bartender – Ponca City High
School Diploma/GED. Six months
customer service experience preferred. Must be 21 years of age.
Regular Full Time.
Casino Host – Pawhuska Associate’s Degree in Hospitality, Marketing or related field. Two years
of high volume casino hospitality
business experience. Regular Full
Time.

drum every summer. She was
a devoted wife, mother, and
grandmother. She leaves behind her husband Vann Bighorse, and five children: Dana
Daylight, Wahwastoas Jacque
Wahwassuck-Jones, Walkeen
Wahwassuck, John Hopper
and Mary Wildcat; and 21
grandchildren.
Bighorse was fondly called
“Weehuh” by her loving brothers and sisters, Jacqueline
Gray Butler, Andrew Gray Jr.,
Louis Gray Sr., Margo Gray,
and former Osage Nation Principal Chief, Jim Gray. She is
preceded in death by her sister
Gina Gray.
She was an accomplished
seamstress and beader. For
decades, she worked with
youth through mentoring, cultivation and teaching Native
American culture through various Osage Nation programs.
She was on advocate for
healthy lifestyles by teaching
commercial tobacco prevention
and keeping tobacco sacred. As
an activist, she was part of the
Wounded Knee Occupation in
the l970’s and was part of the
American Indian Movement.
She is also a former teacher of
the Osage language and maker of Osage Cradle Boards.
Her quilt art is housed in the
Smithsonian and she was part
of a national tour along with
the best Native quilters in Native America. She was chosen
as a recipient of AARP’s lndian
Elder Honors in 2016. She was
a proud descendant of famed
Osage Leaders, Wahtiankah,
Wayuhawke, Henry Roan,
and her parents, the late Andrew (Buddy) and Margaret
Luttrell Gray.
The Rosary was held Sunday, December 17, 2017 at
the Indian Camp Chapel in
Pawhuska, Oklahoma. Traditional Indian Services were
Monday, December 18, 2017
also at the Indian Camp Chapel, with Johnny Redeagle officiating. Funeral services
followed at the Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church in
Pawhuska, with Father Sean
Donovan officiating. Pallbearers were Nikia Parker, Louie
Gray, Matthew Gray, Dante
Biss-Grayson, Dru Gray, Anthony Gray, Paul Gray, Henry
Gray, James Gray, Jimmy Eagleman, Lesharo Wildcat, and
Eddie Gray. Burial followed
the services at St. John Cemetery.
Powell Funeral Home was
entrusted with the arrangements. Online condolences and
memories may be left in the
guestbook at PowellFuneralService.com.

Marketing Database Analyst –
Tulsa Must be at least 21 years of
age. Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration, Marketing, MIS
or substantially related field plus
a minimum of two (2) years’ experience in casino gaming industry;
or five (5) years’ experience progressively responsible experience
in analytics and reportingRegular
Full Time.
Short Order Cook – Bartlesville Six (6) months of previous
work experience in the food industry. Must be 18 years of age. Regular Full Time.
I.T. Database Analyst –TulsaThree years previous database
administration experience. Must
be 21 years of age. Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science, MIS, IT
or related field preferred. Regular
Full Time.

unique presence about her and
you could not help but love her.
She loved to laugh and enjoyed
spending time with family
and friends.
On February 12, 1977, Jody
gave birth to her daughter
Melissa Jo Carr, who immediately became her best friend
and sidekick. The two did absolutely everything together
and had a special bond nothing
could ever break. Jody married
Jim Carr and had a son, Justin James Carr, on August 27,
1983. Jody loved both of her
children very much. Better
known as MiMi to her grandkids, Jody took great joy in
watching them participate
in rodeos, ballet and various
sports. She was always there
to cheer them on. These angels kept her busy, but she
would not have traded it for
the world.
Jody leaves behind a companion of 17 years, David
Murray; a daughter, Melissa
Jo Carr; a son, Justin James
Carr and wife Candi; three
grandkids, Jesse James Carr,
Channing West Carr and Jett
Jo Carr; two brothers, Bill
Mitchell and wife Gloria, of
Broken Arrow, Okla., and Ray
Mitchell and wife Vickie, of Arizona; one brother-in-law, Don
Cooksey of Tulsa; and several
nieces and nephews.
Jody was preceded in death
by both parents, TJ and Margaret Mercer; one brother, Roy
Mitchell; a sister, Gloria Jean
Cooksey; and a nephew, Brian
Mitchell.
Jody’s sense of humor, loving smile and caring heart will
be greatly missed by many.
Services were held December 26, 2017, at the Wakon
Iron Chapel with Johnny Red
Eagle officiating, followed by
burial at the Pawhuska City
Cemetery. A traditional Osage
feast was held at Wakon
Iron immediately following
the burial.
Kendrick
McCartney
Johnson Funeral Home was
entrusted with the arrangements.

Suzanne Michelle Moore

Suzanne Michelle Moore

Cocktail Server – Bartlesville
Must be at least 18 years of age.
Females must be able to fit a size
8 or smaller for women’s attire.
Males must be able to fit a size 36
waist for men’s attire. High School
Diploma/GED. Regular Full Time.
Maintenance Technician –
Tulsa Must be at least 18 years
of age. High School Diploma/GED
and 6 months of previous work
experience. Gaming, Hospitality or Customer Service industry
preferred. Minimal of two to three
years of experience in position related to assigned duties required.
Regular Full Time.
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Josephine “Jody” West Mercer Carr

Josephine “Jody” West
Mercer Carr

Josephine “Jody” West Mercer Carr, 61, passed away on
Wednesday, December 20,
2017, at St. Francis Hospital
in Tulsa, Okla., surrounded by
her family and close friends.
Jody was born on January
6, 1956 in Claremore, Okla.,
to Thomas John “TJ” Mercer
and Margaret Evelyn Parris
Mercer. Jody graduated from
Pawhuska High School in
1974. She furthered her education at OSU-Okmulgee where
she obtained an Associate’s
Degree in Early Childhood Education. Jody became a teacher at the Osage Nation Head
Start in Pawhuska where she
remained for several years.
Her patience and love for
teaching was evident as she
treated all the children as if
they were her own. Jody left a
lasting impression on many of
her students who still refer to
her as Teacher Jody. She had a

Suzanne (Suzy) Michelle
Moore, 56 years old Tulsa resident went to be with the lord
Tuesday, December 20th, 2017
at Hillcrest Medical Center
surrounded by her family and
friends. She was born on November 4, 1961 in Oklahoma
City to Dr. James and Ardina
Moore. She was an enrolled
member of the Quapaw and
Osage Tribes.
In her early life she lived and
began her education in Deer
Lodge, Montana. Attending
kindergarten thru 10th grade,
then moving to Oklahoma and
graduating from Miami High
School in 1980. She received
her BS of Education in Math
and Science and a Masters
in Education Administration
from Northeastern State University.
She was raised in a traditional home and strived to educate and share her traditional
Quapaw and Osage culture
through singing, dancing, Native American religion, Quapaw language and the Arts.
She was also an accomplished
Quapaw potter.
She was a former resident
of Tahlequah where she was
married to Joe Byrd and they
share three children, Joseph,
Candice, and Julia. While living in Tahlequah she taught at
Maryetta, Peavine, and Gore
Public Schools.
She was also an active memSee Obituaries
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ber of First United Methodist Church
and First Baptist Church of Tahlequah.
Suzy then moved to Tulsa and taught
for Tulsa Public Schools. She then began her career as a preferred agent
for Keller Williams Realty along with
her spouse Jay Litchfield. While there,
she was awarded numerous state and
national sales awards for Farm and
Ranch Properties Division. She was especially proud of being asked to sit on
the National Realtors Land Institute
and Keller Williams Farm and Ranch
International. She was the number one
agent closing more properties and received local and state recognition for
six consecutive years.
Throughout her life, she was involved in Gamma Phi Beta Social Sorority, Member of the Order of the
Eastern Star, and dedicated numerous
hours to non-profit organizations.
Preceding her in death was her father, Dr. James D. Moore M.D., brother Buckner Moore. She is survived by
her mother, Ardina Revard Moore of
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Miami, OK, her spouse, Jay Litchfield
of Tulsa, OK, son Joseph Byrd of Albuquerque, N.M., daughter Candice
Byrd of Tahlequah, OK, daughter Julia Byrd of Tulsa, OK. Oldest brother
Steven Moore of Miami, OK, brother
Jimmy Revard and wife Albina Moore
of University Place, WA, and sister
Martha and husband Terry Barker
of Tulsa, OK. She also leaves behind
many nieces, nephews, and friends and
loved ones.
A visitation and evening service
was held Friday, December 22 at Paul
Thomas Funeral Home in Miami, OK.
There was a morning memorial service on December 23, at Paul Thomas
Funeral Home in Miami, OK with interment at Griffin Family Cemetery in
Quapaw, OK and a meal at the Quapaw
Tribal Community Building. Memorial
and life celebrations were in Tulsa, OK
on December 28.
To send flowers or a remembrance
gift to the family of Suzanne Michelle Moore, please visit https://
paul-thomas-funeral-home-and-cremation-service-miami.tributecenterstore.
com/?oid=2818433&ph=2
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Without Reservations

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

EBT

All photos by Benny Polacca

ABOVE: Mandy McKinley runs toward the
finish line during the 2017 Osage Nation
Buffalo Run held Oct. 28 at Osage Hills State
Park.

TOP LEFT: Dale Jesse and Heather Wilson Little hold up their First Place medals for finishing the 2017 Osage Nation Buffalo Run 5K at
the top in their respective age groups.

MIDDLE LEFT: Osage Nation employee Eric
Hail runs toward the finish line at the 2017
Buffalo Run 5K hosted by the Nation on Oct.
28 at Osage Hills State Park.

BOTTOM LEFT: Osage Nation Buffalo Run 5K
participants huddle under a blanket before
the start of the Oct. 28 run at Osage Hills
State Park east of Pawhuska.
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is the deadline for
all submissions for the
February issue of the
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ok.gov/health2/documents/
FFY2018%20Oklahoma%20Unified%20WIC%20Approved%20
Food%20Card.pdf
According to the federal WIC
website, benefit eligibility is based
on residency requirements, income,
and category requirements such as
pregnant women and those who are
postpartum (up to six months after
the infant’s birth or end of pregnancy). Children in client households
who are receiving WIC benefits
also have age eligibility requirements for infants up to their first
birthday and children up to their
fifth birthday.
Taylor said the EBT cards will
allow for better tracking of purchase data, which is beneficial for
her office. “With the tracking mechanisms, we can track, by product, what people are buying, (and)
trends, like what time of day people
are shopping the most and which
stores they are shopping at the
most. It helps with cost-containment. An integral part of the federal regulations for WIC is to provide
cost-containment measures,” Taylor said in the release. “We always
strive to keep costs low per participant while delivering the best nutritional value that we can.”
According to the ON WIC, the
department provides services at six
clinic sites throughout Osage County and serves approximately 2,930
low-income pregnant women, infants, and children under age five.
Monthly, Osage WIC families shop
at more than 32 grocery stores and
the department has a 2018 base
grant of $1.9 million for direct services food delivery.
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All Candidate Debates
will be held at the Osage Hotel
& Casino Skiatook. All debates will be live
streamed. Newspaper coverage of the debates will
appear in the Osage News March edition and the May Special Election Edition.
Watch the Osage News Facebook and Twitter pages for updates.
The Osage public can submit questions for the candidates prior to
the debates. Please stipulate which debate your question is for. For
more information, please email us at osagenews@osagenation-nsn.
gov, message us on Facebook, or call us at (918) 287-5668.
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