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Osage Nation and Hominy city officials join construction profession-
als for a Nov. 16 groundbreaking ceremony on a proposed Hominy 
Fitness Center.

Officials break ground on
new Hominy Wellness Center
Benny Polacca
Osage News

HOMINY, Okla. – Construction progress is underway on 
a new Osage Nation Wellness Center that will serve area 
residents by providing services for a healthy lifestyle.

On Nov. 16, ON and Hominy city government officials 
joined construction professionals for a groundbreaking cer-
emony at the new Wellness Center sight along State High-
way 99. The Wellness Center will be built at Eastern Avenue 
(Highway 99) and 10th Street thanks to $800,000 in federal 
grant money awarded to the Nation and a $250,000 match-
ing amount appropriated by the ON Congress.

The Hominy Wellness Center will be nearly 5,000 square-
feet with amenities including a weight room and classrooms 
for CrossFit and cross-training classes, as well as an area 
dedicated to health-related consultation and counseling, ac-
cording to a news release.

Bruce Cass, director for ON Tribal Development and 
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Osage Minerals Council
rescinds resolution to
sue the Osage Nation
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Third Osage Minerals 
Council voted to rescind res-
olution 3-237 that called for 
a lawsuit against the Osage 
Nation over the ownership of 
the Osage Mineral Estate. The 
ownership of the mineral es-
tate has been a consistent is-
sue with the OMC since 2006. 

According to OMC Resolu-
tion No. 3-262, the OMC is a 
government entity within the 
Osage Nation, that the Osage 
Nation Constitution “vests the 
Osage Minerals Council with 
the powers to administer and 
develop the Osage Mineral Es-
tate in accordance with the Act 
of June 28, 1906, 34 Stat. 539, 
as amended, such powers with 
prior ratification of the Osage 
Nation Constitution were vest-
ed in the ‘Osage Tribal Coun-
cil.’”

The resolution continues to 
state: “The Osage Minerals 
Council was elected to carry 
out the business of the Osage 
Mineral Estate and believes it 
to be in the best interest of said 
Estate and Headright holders 
to rescind resolution 3-237.”

The resolution to rescind 
was passed 5-2 on Nov. 16. 
Council members voting in 
favor of rescinding was Chair-
man Everett Waller, Andrew 

Yates, Galen Crum, Talee Red-
corn and Kathryn Red Corn 
(who voted for the lawsuit on 
Sept. 20). Voting against re-
scinding were Councilwomen 
Cynthia Boone and Stephanie 
Erwin. Absent was Council-
man Joe Cheshewalla. 

The question of who owns 
the mineral estate has been 
the subject of two federal cas-
es. The first was the Jech case, 
in which the Interior Board 
of Indian Appeals ruled the 
plaintiffs in the case did not 
have the standing to file suit 
against the Nation. The second 
case was the 2011 settlement 
agreement of the Highest 
Posted Price case. According 
to terms of the settlement, the 
Nation agreed they could no 
longer sue for anything related 
to the mineral estate. 

The oil and gas produc-
tion on the mineral estate is 
managed by the OMC. Head-
right holders are individuals 
who own interest in a head-
right. Commonly called Osage 
shareholders, or annuitants, 
headright holders are paid a 
quarterly royalty for oil and 
gas production from the min-
eral estate. Prior to the forma-
tion of the 2006 government, 
only headright holders had the 

2018 elections 
to be held at 
Osage Nation 
Museum
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osages will again be voting 
in the 2018 elections “on the 
hill” in Pawhuska after the 
Osage Nation Election Board 
voted to make the ON Museum 
the polling place for the prima-
ry and general elections.

According to an Election Of-
fice calendar, the Nation’s pri-
mary election is Monday April 
2 and the general election is 
Monday June 4. Both elections 
will each have two early voting 
days at the Election Office, 604 
Kihekah Ave. in Pawhuska. 

The ON Museum is locat-
ed next to the Congressional 
Chambers building, which 
served as a polling place for 
both the June 2014 general 
election and the Osage Min-
erals Council election. The 
Chambers building remains 
closed due to mold caused by 
rain flooding and roof leaks 
and both government entities 
have since relocated to other 
Nation-owned buildings.

Election Supervisor Alexis 
Rencountre said the museum 
is in a “great location for fill-
ing our needs” and noted the 
museum is closed to the public 
on Mondays due to open Sat-
urday hours, so there would be 
no inconvenience on visitors. 
The museum is also located 
across a campus road from the 
park area where candidates 
set up camp sites on election 
day to meet voters as part of 

a long-running Osage election 
tradition.

Shannon Lockett, Election 
Board Chairwoman, said she 
recently toured the ON Mu-
seum, which received reno-
vation work in recent years, 
and agreed “it looks ideal for 
me.” She also said people have 
complained about the previous 
elections’ poll located away 
from the campus at the former 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center 
on the west side of Pawhus-
ka in 2016 and the 2017  
special election.

Election Board member 
Belle Wilson also agreed, not-
ing the past Osage Minerals 
Council elections were also 
held on the hill and the next 
OMC election will also be June 
4, 2018. The OMC elections are 
arranged and held separate-
ly by the entity’s respective 
office and only Osage share-
holders are allowed to vote in  
OMC elections.

During their Nov. 7 meet-
ing, Lockett, Wilson and 
board member Terry Hazen 
approved election policies and 
procedures for the 2018 elec-
tion year listing the polling 
place as the ON Museum. 

The April 2 primary elec-
tion is for Executive Branch 
offices for Principal Chief and 
Assistant Principal Chief and 
will take place only if more 
than two candidates run for 
those offices. Osages inter-
ested in seeking Executive 
Branch office may file for can-
didacy with the Election Office 
during the Dec. 5-Jan. 8, 2018  
filing period.

The two candidates who re-
ceive the most votes in the pri-
mary election will be listed on 
the June 4 ballot. 

For the general election, 
candidates running for Exec-
utive Branch offices and six 
open spots on the ON Congress 
will be on the ballot along with 
the Judicial Branch judges up 
for retention votes and any 
questions referred for a vote. 
The candidacy filing period for 
ON Congress is Feb. 6-March 
12, 2018.    

For more election update in-
formation and candidate filing 
forms, contact the ON election 
Office at (918) 287-5286 or visit 
the Nation’s website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-
do/elections
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Braiding the Sacred gathering 
brings new ideas and hopes for 
seed and food preservation
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

On a cool and crisp Novem-
ber morning, participants of 
the first Braiding the Sacred 
Gathering of Traditional Corn 
Growers cleared and prepared 
the community gardens at 
Bird Creek Farms for winter. 

The three-day gathering, 
Nov. 3-5, was the first of its 
kind in northeastern Oklaho-
ma, bringing together tradi-
tional food growers from all 
over the country. They dis-
cussed various methods of seed 
preservation, food preparation, 
food gathering techniques, 
growing traditional foods and 
the best methods to help their 
respective tribal communities. 
Spearheading the gathering 
was Osage tribal member Keir 
Johnson-Reyes. 

“Other tribes, they have 
similar struggles and simi-
lar successes. At times, it’s 
challenging to engage fellow 
tribal members in some of the 
important work around seed 
preservation but we also have 
a lot of interest emerging in our 

communities to begin growing 
more of our traditional foods 
and getting back to hunting 
and fishing,” he said. “Some 
of these important cultural el-
ements of our ways show that 
food is a leveling force and we 
can at times get caught up with 
the day to day, but when we’re 
around the table and eating 
our traditional Osage foods it’s 
a powerful unifier. It was very 

nice to see that represented at 
our gathering.” 

Tribes represented at the 
gathering included Cherokee 
Nation, Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation, Onondaga Nation, 
Mohawk Nation, Cheyenne & 
Arapaho Tribes, and more, he 
said. The biggest learning ex-
perience for him was watch-

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Traditional corn is displayed on the table for attendees to view at the 
Braiding the Sacred Gathering of Traditional Corn Growers in Pawhuska 
on Nov. 3.
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UOSC Fall Gathering held at
former meeting site in Carlsbad
Benny Polacca
Osage News

CARLSBAD, Calif. – Scores 
of Osages and their families 
returned here to network and 
visit with Osage Nation offi-
cials during the United Osag-
es of Southern California fall 
gathering held Nov. 4.

The UOSC dates back to the 
1940s and serves as an oppor-
tunity for California Osage 
constituents and Osages from 
nearby states to connect in 
fellowship and hear presenta-
tions from tribal officials vis-
iting from Oklahoma. The fall 
gathering drew Osages and 
their families from both the 
San Diego and Los Angeles 
metropolitan areas to hear dis-
cussions on Osage government 
affairs and culture.

UOSC Chairman Greg Cla-
vier estimated over 125 at-
tendees at Carlsbad’s Magee 
Park, which is one block away 
from the Pacific Ocean and 
about 80 of those people are 
Osage, according to his regis-
tration count.

“The number of participants 
at UOSC seems to be grow-
ing, I believe this is a result 
of our outreach to Southern 
California Osages,” Clavier 
said. The nonprofit UOSC is 
also on Facebook and past 
UOSC Chairman Bill Myers 
previously noted whenever 
one UOSC participant speaks 
to another Osage, that person 
is also speaking to six oth-
ers in communicating about  
the tribe.

The day’s gathering also re-
turned to familiar grounds for 
those who’ve attended UOSC 
gatherings in past years. The 
event was held on grassy park 
land in front of Heritage Hall, 
which served as an UOSC 
meeting venue in past years. 
Since then, UOSC gathering 
attendance increased, calling 
for the event to be held outside 
or in other buildings.

“We decided to hold the 
UOSC Fall Gathering at Ma-
gee Park to change up the 
venue from the Senior Center 
to have a less formal envi-
ronment and to revisit a loca-
tion that was part of the past 
of the UOSC,” Clavier said. 
“When my parents (Galen and 
Rachel Clavier) ran the orga-
nization in the past, we held 
annual UOSC picnics at this 

location, this goes back to the  
early 1980s.”

In addition to ON govern-
ment officials speaking, the 
event also featured presenta-
tions and displays by Wah-Zha-
Zhi Cultural Center employees 
John Horsechief and Jennifer 
Tiger. Both discussed the sig-
nificance of Osage men and 
women’s dance clothing, which 
was on display as part of the 
Osage cultural trunks exhibits 
presented at special events.

Also, Los Angeles area resi-
dent Danielle Glenn-Rivera in-
formed attendees of a recently 
established Native American 
Studies minor program at the 
University of Southern Cal-
ifornia also in Los Angeles. 
“The coordinator has been go-
ing out to the reservations and 
to Riverside (Calif.) Sherman 
Indian High School and re-
cruiting American Indian stu-
dents,” Glenn-Rivera said in 
encouraging people to contact 
the director for Native Amer-
ican students recruitment and 
outreach at USC if interested 
in attending the school.

The attendees heard a pre-
sentation by Tribal STAR, 

which is a San Diego State 
University School of Social 
Work-affiliated program 
geared toward helping train 
social workers to become fa-
miliar with the Indian Child 
Welfare Act and resources for 
Native American children in 
child welfare cases. Tom Li-
dot, Tribal STAR program 
manager, said “our training is 
to make sure every state and 
county social worker knows 
about the Indian Child Wel-
fare Act because we do encoun-
ter bias throughout California 
in folks that don’t like Indians 
and they don’t want to follow 
the law … If you encounter a 
social worker who is not follow-
ing the law and protecting the 
child’s connection to the tribe, 
you ask for their supervisor, 
what is the name of their su-
pervisor?” Lidot said. “STAR” 
is an acronym for Successful 
Transitions for Adult Readi-
ness,” he added.

Lidot also said his program 
is looking for “families who 
can serve as emergency place-
ments, we are looking for fam-

All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Attendees of the United Osages of Southern California fall gathering 
held Nov. 4 in Carlsbad pose for a group photo before the event wrapped.

Alecia Hutchens and Melissa Cole (seated) of the Osage Nation Executive 
Branch discuss services available to Osage constituents during the Nov. 4 
United Osages of Southern California fall gathering.

Osage Nation Congresswoman Alice Goodfox (standing) visits with 
constituents including Mark McKim during the Nov. 4 United Osages of 
Southern California fall gathering.

Osage Nation Congresswoman Shannon Edwards (right) demonstrates 
an Indian dice game during the Nov. 4 United Osages of Southern Califor-
nia fall gathering in Carlsbad.

Osage Nation Congresswoman 
Maria Whitehorn speaks during 
the Nov. 4 United Osages of South-
ern California fall gathering.

TOP: United Osages of Southern California fall gathering attendees make 
their street taco lunch dishes during the Nov. 4 fall gathering held in 
Carlsbad.

MIDDLE: Osage Nation Congressman Otto Hamilton visits with constitu-
ents including Bill Fenton during the Nov. 4 United Osages of Southern 
California fall gathering.

BOTTOM: Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear visits with 
constituents during the Nov. 4 United Osages of Southern California fall 
gathering in Carlsbad. 

ilies for adoption of Indian 
children that are at risk and 
for permanency and guardian-
ship.” Lidot said Tribal STAR 
provides training to child 
welfare social workers, court 
personnel, attorneys, judges 
and ICWA advocates in five 
Southern California counties 
and its website is located at: 
www.theacademy.sdsu.edu/
programs/tribal-star/ 

Gathering attendees includ-
ing Sharon Drum Giering, who 
praised the event afterward 

on Facebook with comments 
such as: “Such a wonderful day 
spent with family and friends. 
Love it.”

Clavier said the UOSC will 
hold its Spring 2018 Gathering 
on Saturday, April 21, at the 
Carlsbad Senior Center where 
previous gatherings were held. 
The venue is indoors and the 
gathering will feature a candi-
dates’ forum for Osages inter-
ested in seeking office in the 
2018 ON elections.

Nine tribal affiliations represented in The  
Nutcracker Ballet in Pawnee production Dec. 22-23
Press Release

The worldwide holiday tra-
dition of retelling the story of 
the Nutcracker and the Rat 
King finds a stage in Pawnee 
again this holiday season with 
a distinctly Native American 
influence in the production 
and performance of the ballet.

Kelci Pickering, Otoe and 
a principal dancer with the 
Osage Ballet Company, cho-
reographs, directs and pro-
duces, in association with 
Stage Right Productions. The 
locally cast presentation of 
Tchaikovsky’s Christmas clas-
sic will be held at the Pawnee 
High School Auditorium on 
Dec. 22 at 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 
23 at 3 p.m.

Pickering, the 18-year-old 
daughter of Kelly and Cin-
dy Pickering of Pawnee and 

a high school senior, will also 
dance the role of the Sugar 
Plum Fairy in this production.

Among the approximately 
60 players in the cast, at least 
nine tribal affiliations are rep-

resented including Pawnee, 

Osage, Kiowa, Comanche, 

Kaw, Cherokee, Ponca, Mis-

Courtesy Photo

The cast of The Nutcracker Ballet to be performed Dec. 22-23 at the Paw-
nee High School Auditorium.
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Attendees get some yonka pins during the traditional meal at the Braid-
ing the Sacred Gathering of Traditional Corn event in Pawhuska on  
Nov. 3.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Attendees play a session of handgame at the Braiding the Sacred Corn 
Gathering of Traditional Corn Growers event in Pawhuska on Nov. 3.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Braiding the Sacred participants help Bird Creek Farms remove the top-
soil at the community gardens at Bird Creek Farms on Nov. 5.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Braiding the Sacred participants help Bird Creek Farms remove the top-
soil at the community gardens on Nov. 5.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Braiding the Sacred participants help Bird Creek Farms remove the top-
soil at the community gardens on Nov. 5.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Angela Ferguson of the Onondaga Nation Farm Crew surveys the com-
munity gardens at Bird Creek Farms on Nov. 5.

ing the Osage cooks prepare  
the food. 

“I’ve had just the absolute 
joy of working with some of 
our Pawhuska District cooks 
and just talking with them 
about food preparation, and 
the protocols. It has just been 
a really neat opportunity for 
me,” he said. “I’m someone 
who’s grown up in California 
and works diligently to main-
tain and grow a connection  
with our people out here  
in Oklahoma.”

Over the three days, the 
growers shared their stories in 
Talking Circles about their tri-
umphs, their failures, and how 
to overcome. The first evening 
they played an Osage hand-
game, enjoyed a social dance 
and ate a traditional Osage 
meal prepared by Ginger Hol-
lis and Marjorie Williams. 

The second day of the gath-
ering was filled with presen-
tations, educational films and 
documentaries, planning and 
discussion. That evening they 
were special guests at Joe 
Hall’s Fall Dance in the Gray-
horse Village. Blessings for the 
participants were given by Ev-
erett Waller and Hall. 

A presentation was made by 
Angela Ferguson, Onondaga, 
and Roger Cook, Mohawk, on 
the methods of growing by the 
Onondaga Nation Farm Crew. 
Ferguson said that grow-
ing traditional foods for your 
community is more than just 
giving away vegetables, it’s a 
source of empowerment for the 
Native community.

“We also deliver meat and 
fish and it’s had a huge im-
pact on the male community 
and the youth, feeling such a 
useful part of who they are be-
cause that is what they used to 
do,” Ferguson said. “I think us 
getting back to that has helped 
to empower our men, I’m see-
ing it happen on a lot of dif-
ferent nations and I could see 
that happen here.” 

She said the Onondaga have 
invested in growers for their 
community gardens and she 
employs 14 people, with four 
of those workers fishing and 
hunting full time. She said 
they also have youth working 
in the community gardens for 
the Onondaga with elders, 
and it is in the garden where 
they are bridging the gap. She 
said she has approval for 30  
workers but farming isn’t  
for everyone.

“I think if the Osage Nation 
could invest in putting job po-
sitions here [at Bird Creek 
Farms] for more people from 
the community to just put 
their hands in the ground – you 
could probably feed this whole 
nation,” she said. “Each per-
son could probably tend to an 
acre by themselves and you’re 
talking about eight hours of 
work that promotes sobriety, it 
promotes getting back to your 
traditional roots, it promotes 
language, it promotes feeling 
a sense of self-worth because 
you’re feeding your people and 
I think with all this land here 
there’s room for more people  
to grow.” 

Margaret Sisk, who is an 
Osage tribal member and the 
Community Gardens coordi-
nator for Bird Creek Farms, 
said she is excited to have 
the opportunity to work with 
other tribal members as they 
tend to their garden plots. 
Bird Creek Farms sits on 
270 acres and has three hoop 
houses for growing herbs and 
vegetables, an arbor for wood, 
a monarch butterfly habitat, 
community gardens and has  
four employees.

“We welcomed the partici-
pants from Braiding the Sa-
cred gathering and we are so 
glad they’re here to help us 
prepare for the winter,” Sisk 
said. “Everybody that came 
to help, they are growers and 
they got right to work and did 
their work quickly. I just want 
to thank them for being here, 
for working as hard as they 
did, it’s fantastic.” 

The Braiding the Sacred Co-
ordinating Committee wishes 
to thank:

• Assistant Principal Chief 
Raymond Red Corn

• Joe Hall

• Vann Bighorse

• Ginger and John Hollis

• Marjorie Williams

• Glenda Johnson-Reyes

• Bruce Cass

• Norris/Mason Bighorse 
and Anthony Kemble

• Herman “Mogri” Lookout

• Addie Roanhorse

• Cameron Pratt

• Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear and 

the Osage Nation Ex-
ecutive Branch Staff

• Osage Nation Foundation

• Blue Stem Ranch LLC

• Bird Creek Farms

• Communities of Excellence

• Addie Hudgins and 
the Osage Nation Cul-
tural Department

• Ryan RedCorn and 
Ben Brown with Buf-
falo Nickel Creative

• Osage Nation IT 
Department

• Grayhorse Fall So-
cial Dance Committee, 
Cooks, and Singers

BRaIdIng
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The Osage Nation Hominy Wellness Center is under construction 
along Eastern Avenue. A sign with a graphic of the finished struc-
ture is erected at the construction site.

wellness
CenteR

–from Page 1

Land Acquisition, acknowl-
edged the various entities 
that helped bring plans 
together for the Wellness 
Center construction includ-
ing the Office of Grants and 
Compliance, which wrote 
the grant application seek-
ing the Indian Community 
Development Block Grant 
funding and Fitness Center 
staff who will run the facil-
ity. He said the Nation is 
working with Tulsa-based 
Triarch Architecture on the 
design and Tulsa-based Ar-
rowhead Builders LLC is 
the contracted construction 
firm working on the facility.

Cass also noted another 
proposed Wellness Center 
for Fairfax is in the design 
phase. Like Hominy’s, that 
facility construction will be 
funded by an awarded feder-
al grant and a tribal funding 
match from the Nation pre-
viously approved by the ON 
Congress. 

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said: “From 
the very beginning, the 
(Hominy) community has 
been involved. When we 
were talking about placing 
this facility up at the Hom-
iny industrial park, the 
community reached out, as 
they do and we do every-
thing with community in-
volvement, and they said 
they’d like it closer in town. 
And because of the cooper-
ative efforts with the city 
of Hominy and our depart-
ments, they selected this 
site, so here you’re going to 
see something new for the 
community… it’s something 
that’s going to better the 
wellness of the community.

“It’s more than just a 
weight room, it’s more than 
just CrossFit training, it has 
facilities for diabetic coun-
seling and other health pro-
grams,” Standing Bear said. 
“This is really going to be a 
wonderful start here and in 
Fairfax for a better, health-
ier tomorrow. We even are 
talking in the future about 
therapeutic swimming pools 
… someday, members of 
Congress, we’ll be asking for 
some more support to add 
these to both Fairfax and to 
Hominy and then to go back 
to Pawhuska and over to 
Skiatook in our community 
and take care of our people 
now and in the future.”

Congressional Speaker 
Angela Pratt thanked all en-
tities for their work to create 

the Wellness Center plans, 
adding “bless the workers 
who will come onto this site 
and to do the work that is 
going to benefit the Osage 
people and the entire Hom-
iny community.” A Hominy 
High School graduate, Pratt 
said she is pleased “to see 
these things happen in our 
community, so I am proud 
something is happening 
here in Hominy.”

Pratt acknowledged the 
legislation sponsor for the 
$250,000 tribal funding 
match, Congressman Wil-
liam “Kugee” Supernaw, 
who was at the event. Other 
ON officials attending in-
cluded Assistant Principal 
Chief Raymond Red Corn 
and Congress members Otto 
Hamilton, Alice Goodfox, 
Maria Whitehorn, Joe Till-
man and other government 
employees.

Hominy City Manager 
Gary Lanham joined the 
tribal officials at the event 
and said he’s held the post 
for just over a year and said 
he’s pleased to form new re-
lationships with the nearby 
Hominy Village and ON of-
ficials. “Diabetes is a silent 
killer, I’ve had many friends 
that have lost limbs and 
lives through the years, I’ve 
even cared for some, some-
times you don’t know what 
the symptoms look like – 
centers like this will really 
help people realize where 
they’re at and help them go 
that next stage to prevent 
any further decay and per-
haps reverse (their condi-
tions),” Lanham said.

ON Fitness Coordina-
tor Hank Powell called the 
project “a big step for our 
program, it’s going to be a 
blessing to the program and 
Nation. This facility will al-
low us to provide a more cut-
ting-edge advantage to some 
of the genetic predisposi-
tions (people can be subject 
to), as well as a path to well-
ness through fitness for the 
whole community… the fit-
ness staff, as well as myself, 
are ready to hit the ground 
running and keep providing 
the service of fitness to our 
community.”

For more information on 
locations, services and oper-
ation hours for the Pawhus-
ka, Fairfax and Hominy 
Fitness Centers, visit the 
Nation’s website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-
we-do/fitness-center
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Osage officials visit UOSC fall gathering in Carlsbad
Benny Polacca
Osage News

CARLSBAD, Calif. – West 
Coast Osage constituents en-
joyed a clear sunny Saturday 
as they heard presentations 
from Osage Nation officials in 
a city park just one block away 
from the Pacific Ocean.

The United Osages of South-
ern California hosted its 2017 
fall gathering on Nov. 4 in Ma-
gee Park with Heritage Hall in 
the background, which served 
as the UOSC gathering ven-
ue in previous years. The hall 
has outgrown the UOSC par-
ticipation turnout in recent 
years, therefore the gathering 
was held outside for the 100-
plus attendees who came to  
the event.

ON officials including Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and Fifth ON Congress 
members traveled to the north-
ern San Diego County commu-
nity and delivered remarks 
touching on current govern-
ment affairs and updates for 
the constituents and their 
families who live in California 
or nearby western states.

Standing Bear referred to 
the Nation’s website www.
osagenation-nsn.gov and told 
attendees to check the website 
for updates regarding the Na-
tion, including new informa-
tion and forms for the Health 
Benefit program. He also not-
ed there is a digital booklet 
with an update on the Nation’s 
25-year Vision and Strategic 
Plan that was first developed 
in 2007.

“We’ve taken that as a guide 
in trying to accomplish these 
and I thought it would be a 
really good idea to get a mea-
surement of where we are, so 
I asked our Strategic Planning 
Department to do that and 
they went and had an out-
side auditing firm help them 
put together this snapshot,” 
Standing Bear said. To view 
the update on the 2007 strate-
gic plan, visit: www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/news-events/
news/25-year-strategic-plan-
snapshot 

Standing Bear said he re-
cently visited the Tulsa Osage 
Casino Hotel that is under con-
struction and noted about half 
of the Nation’s gaming income 
comes from the current Tul-
sa Osage Casino that is along 
North 36th Street. “This is a 
new $160 million casino and 
they’re scheduled to open in 
August of next year, it’s very 
impressive, very nice and it’s 
going to take us to a new level. 
It’s over one-third more gam-
ing space and it has a hotel 
with it and this is just phase 
one … it’s built for expansion 
as the market will demand.”

Standing Bear touched on 
other Executive Branch busi-
ness including the new Osage 
language application now 
available for free download to 
Apple and Android devices. 
Standing Bear noted it’s im-
portant to “keep our funding 
going through the Language 
Department” for the language 
app and other cultural initia-
tives including the Immersion 
School program. Executive 
Branch Assistant Melissa Cole 
also attended the gathering 
and helped people download 
the app onto their cell phones 
and tablets in addition to an-
swering questions about gov-
ernment services.

Osage Nation Congress
Congressional Speaker 

Angela Pratt noted the Con-
gress wrapped its regular 
fall Tzi-Zho Session, passed 
the Nation’s 2018 fiscal year 
budgets and delivered the 
end-of-session report, which 
includes: “The total appropri-
ations for the Osage Nation 
were $90,524,240, the Legis-
lative Branch was appropri-
ated $2,426,000, the Judicial 
Branch, $530,000, the Execu-
tive Branch, $64,347,228. To 
the Health Benefit (fund) is 
$9,300,000. To the Higher Ed-
ucation Scholarship (fund), we 
appropriated $8,100,000 and 
to the Burial Assistance pro-
gram, $450,000.”

“It really does take all of us 
to work together,” Pratt said 
of government officials work-
ing to set the budgets. “I think 
we keep trying to get better 

and better because it takes all  
of us.”

Congresswoman Alice Good-
fox said construction contin-
ues in the Hominy Village for 

a new arbor and community 
building, which are expected to 
be completed by the June 2018 
In-Lon-Schka dances. “More 
and more Osages are coming 
back for our ceremonial danc-
es and we all love having you 
back and we invite you all to 
come home and to be a part of 
everything we’ve got going on 
in June,” she said. 

Goodfox mentioned she is 
hearing good feedback on the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Cen-
ter, which is managed by the 
Nation through a multi-year 
compact with Indian Health 
Services. “Under this admin-
istration, they made that hap-
pen. We compacted and we 
have a service now that people 
are really proud about, they 
are really excited they can go 
to Pawhuska and receive good 
medical care … I’d like to say 
thank you to the Executive 
Branch and Congress for mak-
ing that happen.”

Congresswoman Shan-
non Edwards, an attorney by 
trade, said she recently visit-
ed three California tribes and 
discussed government and ju-
dicial operations with tribal of-
ficials, as well as the subject of 
democracy in Indian Country. 
“We started discussing their 
government and I assumed 
that a lot of Indian people have 
democracies and in fact, that’s 
not true … I said ‘so your coun-
cil has a lot of influence and of 

course your chairman?’ and 
they said ‘no, the chairman is 
our tribe, we don’t have the 
ability to have a voice,’” Ed-
wards said she was told.

“Well I’m very proud that 
our Osage Nation is a three-
part government and what 
that means, along with being 
a democracy, is that each and 
every one of us has a voice and 
we have a vote and we have 
an opinion and we have the 
ability to have our opinions 
heard. So, I want to stress very 
strongly that in the future and 
now, please educate yourselves 
about what goes on in our tribe 
and use your voice.”

Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn said the Nation 
needs to continue working on 
economic development to di-
versify tribal income. “We’re 
trying in different ways to 
boost our economic develop-
ment, it takes money to do that 
and it takes faith and good 
people sitting on your boards 
to be able to support them in 
what they do,” Whitehorn said. 
“I ask that you support our de-
cisions about trying to diver-
sify our income … To do these 
wonderful benefits for our trib-
al members (i.e. scholarships, 
health benefit program, etc.), 
it’s just going to take dollars 
and perseverance and it’s go-
ing to take everybody’s watch-

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Executive 
Branch Assistant Melissa Cole discuss the Osage language application 
now available for download on Apple and Android devices during the 
Nov. 4 United Osages of Southern California fall gathering.

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

Chuck Tillman was sworn in to serve on the Grayhorse Village Com-
mittee by Osage Nation Trial Court Judge Marvin Stepson on Nov. 2.

All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

LEFT: A view of the north side of 
the Tulsa Osage Casino and Hotel 
under construction next to the cur-
rent casino on 36th Street North 
on Nov. 29.

BOTTOM LEFT: Construction crews 
use heavy machinery while work-
ing on the Tulsa Osage Casino Ho-
tel project on Nov. 29.

BOTTOM RIGHT: A view of the 
loading docks side of the Tulsa 
Osage Casino Hotel project under 
construction on Nov. 29.

Hominy Dance 
Arbor Under
Construction
TOP PHOTO BELOW: A view of the 
new Hominy dance arbor under 
construction in the village. The ar-
bor is expected to be completed 
before the 2018 In-Lon-Schka cer-
emonial dances.

BOTTOM PHOTO BELOW: The new 
Hominy village dance arbor is be-
ing constructed next to the refur-
bished roundhouse where the for-
mer arbor stood.

All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

ABOVE:  The steel frame of the new Hominy dance arbor under construc-
tion on Nov. 29. 

Tulsa Osage Casino
and Hotel Construction
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Congressman Ron Shaw weighs in on Opioid 
Crisis on NPR’s All Things Considered 
Heard on All Things Considered

Native American popula-
tions are also struggling with 
the opioid crisis. NPR’s Mi-
chel Martin talks with Dr. Ron 
Shaw, president of the Associ-
ation of American Indian Phy-
sicians.

TRANSCRIPT
MICHEL MARTIN, HOST:
We’re going to return to 

another subject of great na-
tional concern, the opioid cri-
sis. On Thursday, the Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
announced a new crackdown 
on all variations of fentanyl. 
That’s the drug considered re-
sponsible for tens of thousands 
of drug overdoses in the Unit-
ed States, that according to the 
Centers for Disease Control. 
We want to continue our con-
versation about how this crisis 
is being experienced in differ-
ent communities.

Last week on this program, 
we had a conversation about 
how the opioid crisis is affect-
ing African-Americans and 
Latinos. We thought that was 
necessary because so much of 
the news coverage has focused 
on the white rural experience, 
which while important, is not 
the only one.

Today, we wanted to look at 
how the crisis is affecting Na-
tive Americans. For some in-
sight, we called Dr. Ron Shaw. 
He’s the president of the As-
sociation of American Indian 
Physicians, and he’s with us 
on the line now. Dr. Shaw, 
thank you so much for speak-
ing with us.

RON SHAW: Thank you, 
Michel.

MARTIN: So, Dr. Shaw, it is 
a fact that white rural commu-
nities have been hit especially 
hard by this opioid crisis. But 
we were looking at a report 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control that said that, actu-
ally, the death rate of Native 
Americans from opioid over-
doses was the highest of any 
racial demographic. Some 8.4 
per 100,000 Native Ameri-
cans died of opioid overdoses 
in 2014. Can you tell me more 
about that?

SHAW: Well, I believe that 
in any population where there 
are a depressed or a low socio-
economic status, any time you 
have those issues, people are 
more vulnerable to opiate over-
dose. Now for Native Ameri-
cans, many Native American 
populations suffer from what 
is known as historical and 
intergenerational trauma, 
which has to do with histori-
cal events that have afflicted 
Native American tribes, every-
thing from Wounded Knee to 
other issues that have affected 
us culturally that have caused 
kind of a historical shame that 
has transmitted across gen-
erations, even to succeeding 
generations, that it has been 
shown to be associated with 
increased rates of depression, 
drug use and drug addiction. 
So that’s the additional issue 
faced by Native Americans 
and perhaps more sensitive in 
those populations that live in 
reservation areas.

MARTIN: From the work 
that you’ve seen and the work 
that you’ve done yourself, what 
do you think are the best ways 
to treat this problem with a 
particular focus on Indian 
country and Native American 
communities?

SHAW: I think the two most 
important pieces are, first of 
all, this is a biological disease 
at its core, whatever the rea-
son is. And we’re still finding 
out why experimental and 
recreational use in youth pro-
gresses more rapidly to opiate 
addiction in native popula-
tions. We’re still trying to find 
out the best practices for pre-
venting or slowing that down. 
But the biological basis is a 
disorder in the reward path-
way in the brain known as the 
mezal limbic system. An im-
portant part of that therapy 
has to be medication-assisted 
treatment.

Now, the psychosocial treat-
ment of the disease, which has 

to do with social living skills 
and having to address histor-
ical generational intergener-
ational trauma, that will be 
specific for native populations. 
We’ve always known that 
culture is prevention when 
it comes to drug use or drug 

abuse at an early age, but cul-
ture also is treatment. And so 
implementing treatment spe-
cific and culturally relevant 
treatment items in the treat-
ment curriculum are very im-
portant.

MARTIN: Dr. Shaw, I just 
have to ask you. You know, 
you’ve been - you’ve spent your 
entire adult life as a caregiv-
er. And you’ve also been, you 
know, a community leader 
serving, as I said, in the Osage 
Congress and so forth. I mean, 
how are you coping with this as 
a - I mean, I’m assuming that 
people look to you for answers 
and for help. I mean, how are 
you coping with this?

SHAW: I don’t have the 
treatment or the cure for opi-
ate dependents in my back 
pocket, I wish I did. I’m hum-
bled every time I get someone 

Courtesy Photo

Dr. Ron Shaw, who is also a mem-
ber of the Fifth Osage Nation Con-
gress.

Osage News

The National Center 
for American Indian En-
terprise Development 
selected Dr. William 
Shunkamolah to be part 
of its 2017 class of “Native 
American 40 Under 40” 
award recipients.

Shunkamolah is the 
Chief Clinical Psycholo-
gist and Director of the 
Behavioral Health De-
partment at the IHS 
Gallup Indian Medi-
cal Center in Gallup, 
N.M., where he and his 
wife Sarayl Yellowhorse 
Shunkamolah reside. He 
is also the former Zon-
Zo-Li (Hominy) District 
Drumkeeper – one of the 
highest cultural positions 
within the Osage Nation. 
He held that position from  
2008-2015.

Each year the NCAIED 
selects individuals from In-
dian Country to be part of 
its prestigious class of 40 
Under 40. The recipients are 
nominated by members of 
their communities who have 
demonstrated leadership, 
initiative, and dedication 
and made significant con-
tributions in business and 
their community, according 
to a news release. 

The award winners were 
honored during the inaugu-
ral Northwest Enterprise 
Development Conference at 
the Tulalip Resort Casino 
in Tulalip, Wash., on Sept. 
6. The conference was the  
first regionally-focused 
event hosted by the Nation-
al Center. 

“The 2017 40 Under 40 
award recipients are com-
prised of a diverse group of 
young men and women culti-
vated from across American 
Indian and Alaska Native 
communities, each of whom 
have devoted their skills and 
resources to enhancing their 
communities,” said Chris 
James, President and CEO of 
the NCAIED, in the release. 
“Whether it’s in business, 
tribal government, journal-
ism, academia, or non-prof-
its, 40 under 40 winners are 
shining examples for all of 
us to follow. It is an honor to 
recognize these exceptional 
individuals and leaders who 
will continue to define suc-
cess for the future of Native 
American Business.”

Dr. William Shunkamo-
lah is the son of Joseph and 
Cleora Shunkamolah. He is 
the oldest of three brothers: 
Matthew, Charles and Da-
vid. He is the grandson of 
Joseph and Gladys Shunka-
molah, and is the great-great-
grandson of Shong-ah-Moie 
and great-grandson of Joe 
Shunkamolah Sr., who was 
from the Grayhorse area. 
His great-grandmother was 
Margaret Little Shunk-
amolah, descendent of  
Black Dog. 

He received his Ph.D. in 
Clinical Psychology from 
the University of Montana 
in Missoula, Mont., and re-
ceived his B.S. in Psychol-
ogy from the University of 
New Mexico in Albuquer-
que, N.M. He completed his 
postdoctoral residency at 
the San Carlos Apache Trib-
al Wellness Center in San 
Carlos, Ariz., and complet-
ed his internship at the In-
dian Health Care Resource 
Center in Tulsa, Okla. He 
has served as a clinician in 
American Indian communi-
ties in Montana, Oklahoma, 
Arizona and New Mexico. In 
addition to providing men-
tal health services, he is 
passionate about engaging 
in community service and 
advocacy of health equity 
and access at the local and  
global level.

For more information 
about the National Center for 
American Indian Enterprise 
Development, please visit  
http://res.ncaied.org.

Osage News File Photo

Dr. William Shunkamolah, former 
Hominy District Drumkeeper, is 
the Chief Clinical Psychologist and 
Director of the Behavioral Health 
Department at the IHS Gallup In-
dian Medical Center in Gallup, N.M.

Dr. William Shunkamolah
selected as NCAIED’s
‘Native American 40 Under 40’

Picking Up Where
You Left Off

Ruby Murray

Ruby Murray
Guest Columnist

When I was home in Oc-
tober, I saw the first ship-
ment of bison delivered to 
the Osage Nation’s Blue-
stem Ranch. I live along 
the lower Columbia River, 
about 41 river miles from 
Astoria, Oregon, so unless 
I’m on the Tallgrass Prai-
rie Preserve, the closest I 
come to bison is YouTube 
videos: A bison turning 
quickly to chase a tourist 
around a tree or a visitor to 
Yellowstone filming a bison 
walking sedately along the 
narrow edge of a road be-
side a line of RVs, when a 
man in the car ahead slaps 
the bison’s rear out the 
passenger window, and the 
animal – lightening fast – 
kicks the car.  

I remember driving with 
a cousin after dusk on the 
Tallgrass Prairie Preserve 
in the early 90s and seeing 
luminous eyes that looked 
like bouncing ping pong 
balls as animals ran across 
a wash in front of us. I’ve 
also felt the stink eye of a 
big bull, maybe because he 
thought I was too close to a 
cow crossing the road. I had 
a visceral sense: he’s bigger 
than my whole car.

I had attended the 25th 
anniversary of Returning 
the Gift, a conference for 
writers in Norman, and 
was coordinating a visit 
to John Joseph Matthew’s 
cabin with Chief Standing 
Bear, when he invited me 
see the first shipment of bi-
son coming to the Nation’s 
Bluestem Ranch. Bison 
had been on the 43,000-
acre ranch that Ted Turn-
er owned in Osage County, 
but these twenty yearlings 
coming from the Wichita 
Mountain Wildlife Refuge 
near Lawton would be part 
of an Osage enterprise. 

On October 13th, I drove 
west out Highway 60. I’ve 
never lived in the Osage. 
My Dad was born on the 
reservation, but my grand-
mother moved her fam-
ily to Denver in the late 
1920s. Like so many Osag-
es, my father enlisted in 
World War II. He stayed 
in the Army, and we were 
a military family. When 
we returned from Europe 
or Japan, we visited my 
uncle Morton and Rosalee 
Murray on their allotment 
toward Bartlesville. I re-
gret that I don’t know the 
long history of the ranches 
in the Osage the way those 
who live at home do. 

I followed the Chief and 
a cloud of dust, past cattle 
and cattle guards, curving 
west toward the Fergu-
son pens. Cars and trucks 

were scattered around load-
ing chutes and pens. Peo-
ple were visiting in small 
clumps, some I recognized 
and some I didn’t. The As-
sistant Chief Raymond Red 
Corn, Congresswomen Ma-
ria Whitehorn and Angela 
Pratt, and artists Addie and 
Anya Roanhorse and Yatika 
Fields were there. Reporters 
and editors from the Osage 
News, Fairfax Chief, The 
Big Heart Times, Pawhus-
ka Journal-Capital, and the 
Bartlesville Examiner-En-
terprise stood around with 
cameras slung over their 
shoulders. Mineral Council 
Chairman Everett Waller 
sat in a circle of folks in the 
shade of a pickup.  

While we waited for the 
truck on it’s way from Okla-
homa City, an Osage wild-
land firefighter, who had 
been at the fires in Montana 
noticed my Zon-Zo-Li can-
vas bag. “I’m Pawhuska,” he 
said. I told him I wouldn’t 
hold it against him, and we 
laughed. 

When the stock trailer ar-
rived, women and men put 
on their blankets. Most of 
the animals ran out of the 
trailer into a narrow pen. 
We waited again, while 
the driver climbed onto the 
truck, calling and slapping 
the sides, trying to induce 
the stragglers out. Finally, 
three young animals bolted. 

Everett Waller raised an 
eagle wing fan and welcomed 
those animals home. I can’t 
do justice to his prayer, but 
what I heard him say spoke 
to the fulfillment of genera-
tions of Osages, of the prom-
ise and desire for the Wah 
Zha Zhi to be whole again, 
as our Creator wanted, our 
people with our land and  
our ways. 

Gates opened and the bi-
son started running down a 
long chute toward where I 
stood, behind what I hoped 
was a solid gate of red, steel 
pipe. Killdeer peeped and 
flashed white as sun hit their 
wings. The animals ran, 
slopped through puddles, 
while I shot with a telepho-
to lens, until I had to lower 

See MuRRaY
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sissippi Choctaw of Oklahoma 
and Otoe-Missouria.

The role of Clara, the young 
German girl who dreams of a 
Nutcracker Prince and a fierce 
battle against the Rat King, is 
played by Lulu Goodfox, Paw-
nee/Osage, daughter of Jeff 
and Alyssa Goodfox.

Serving as pianist for the 
production is Lou Brock, 
Osage. Brock is the compos-
er of the music for the Osage 
Ballet company’s production 
Wahzhazhe, which has re-
ceived national recognition 
with performances in Wash-
ington, D.C., in Philadelphia 
for the Pope’s visit and in San-
ta Fe, N.M.

According to Pickering, 
there are both traditional and 

non-traditional elements in 
the show.  “Although there is a 
significant amount of classical 
ballet in this production, I’ve 
changed some of the dances to 
tap or contemporary and add-
ed some tumbling to others. 
There will be a variety of danc-
ing for everyone to enjoy.”

Tchaikovsky finished com-
posing the music for the Nut-
cracker in 1892 and the first 
production of the ballet in the 
United States was in 1944 by 
the San Francisco Opera Bal-
let. It premiered in Pawnee 
last year with Pickering’s first 
production of the ballet.

Tickets are available at the 
door for $5.

For more information con-
tact Cindy Pickering at the_
pickerings@sbcglobal.net

nutCRaCkeR
–from Page 3
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The former First National Bank building has been renamed to the 
Capital Building, Ki-sto-my Tsi.

ON Congressional 
Committee votes 
to rename former 
bank building as 
‘Capital Building’
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The former First National Bank building will now be 
referred to as the “Osage Nation Capital Building” after 
the Congressional Affairs Committee approved a name 
change for the structure where the Legislative Branch is 
currently located.

Before the Fifth ON Congress held its fall Tzi-Zho 
Session, the Legislative Branch relocated staff and Con-
gressional member offices and its session venue into the 
former bank building in Pawhuska while the Congressio-
nal Chambers building undergoes repair efforts for mold 
caused by flooding and roof leaks. The committee consid-
ered a name change for the building considering the re-
location could last a few years while government officials 
consider repair and other plans to house the Legislative 
Branch and office staff.  

During an Oct. 20 Congressional Affairs Committee 
meeting, the Congress members who sit on the commit-
tee discussed the building name change, which would 
also include an Osage language reference for the Main  
Street building.

Congresswoman and committee member Shannon Ed-
wards proposed the “Capital Building” name along with 
building reference in the Osage language: “Ki-sto-my Tsi.”

Congressman John Maker, a former Osage Language 
Department teacher, said “Ki-sto-my Tsi” includes “tsi,” 
which is the Osage word for “house” and “Ki-sto-my,” 
which is a reference to a “group of people talking back 
and forth” and is also the word used by the Language De-
partment for the Congress today. Maker, who worked on 
the proposed name change with Edwards, noted earlier 
Osage generations used those words in Osage conversa-
tions to refer to the Osage Agency building “when the first 
superintendent and Indian agent was here assigned to  
the Osages.”

During discussion, Edwards said an email was sent to 
the 12-member Congress in September asking for possible 
building names. Second Congressional Speaker and com-
mittee Chairwoman Alice Goodfox said she did not receive 
any feedback from Congress members on a building name 
change. Congressman Archie Mason said he did not have 
a building name in mind at the time during the meeting.

Afterward, Edwards motioned for the committee to 
approve the building name change to “Capital Building” 
above and “Ki-sto-my Tsi” underneath. The name change 
passed with committee and Congress members Otto 
Hamilton, Edwards and Goodfox voting “yes” and Mason  
voted “no.”

The former bank building at 100 W. Main St. contains a 
bronze marker on the side indicating the structure “marks 
the site of the first Osage Agency Building” with the mark-
er “erected by the Department of Interior for the Osage 
Indians” and “placed by the Pawhuska Chapter, Daugh-
ters of the American Resolution.” Constructed in 1927, the 
bank building is 25,540 square feet, four stories tall with 
more than 20 offices and the building is also a registered 
Historic Site in Oklahoma.  

Two Osage artists complete Oklahoma 
Arts Council’s Leadership program
Osage News

Addie Roanhorse and Jar-
ica Walsh are graduates of 
the 10th Annual Leadership 
Arts Program through the 
Oklahoma Arts Council. They 
received their awards at the 
Oklahoma Arts Conference in 
Enid, Oct. 24-26.

The Leadership Arts pro-
gram equips approximately 
30 participants from through-
out the state each year to be-
come leaders and advocates 
for the arts in their commu-
nities. Participants are select-
ed based on an application 
process and include members 
from around the state in roles 
such as educators, artists and 
art advocates, according to a  
prepared release.

“We should be proud of their 
accomplishments, not only 
as artists, but as represen-
tatives of the Osage Nation,” 
said Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear in the release. 

Participants traveled to Sul-
phur, Lawton, Pawhuska and 
Tulsa for the four two-day ses-
sions to learn about the impact 
the arts have in each commu-
nity, including the economic 
development, education and 
quality of life. 

“As an artist, you’re so fo-
cused on the work and the 
creating,” said Roanhorse in 
the release. “To learn about 
data and statistics behind the 
impact of art in communities, 
especially the rural and veter-
an communities, was moving. 
Veterans are processing and 
healing through programs like 

glassblowing, painting, ceram-
ics and creative writing.” 

Roanhorse and Walsh are 
two of several Osage Na-
tion member graduates of  
the program. 

Addie Roanhorse is an 
Osage artist and graphic de-
signer working predominantly 
in mixed media and serigraph 
printing. She works for the 
Osage Nation as their in-house 
Graphic Designer/Photogra-
pher and is the Co-Owner of 
the Little Rain Song Loft in 
downtown Pawhuska. Roan-
horse’s contemporary realism 
approach to art depicts the 
details of her culture, incor-
porating the balance of clean 
lines and texture. She recent-
ly showed at Santa Fe Indian 
Art Market with her 10-year-
old daughter Anya. Roanhorse 
completed her BFA with an 
emphasis in Visual Arts at 
Rogers State University in 
2015. Her exposure to art be-
gan early in her childhood, in-
fluenced by her parents who 
are both professional artists. 

Roanhorse was immersed in 
an artist’s lifestyle, living in 
Santa Fe, N.M., and on the 
Southern Coast of California 
with her parents. She spent 
summers with her grandpar-
ents on the Osage reservation 
in Oklahoma where she cur-
rently resides with her daugh-
ter Anya. 

Jarica Walsh is a graduate 
of The University of Oklaho-
ma, where she received her 
BFA in Media Arts with an 
emphasis in Filmmaking. She 
is a visual artist working pri-
marily in ceramics. Walsh is 
the 2017 Artist in Residence 
at Oklahoma City University 
School of Visual Arts. She also 
maintains a ceramics studio in 
the Paseo Arts District. Walsh 
is an active curator, including 
Symbiotic 2017 and 2018, and 
Scorched Earth: Subversive 
Ceramics at The Paseo Plunge. 
She was recently promoted to 
Associate Director of the Okla-
homa Visual Arts Coalition, 
and is passionate about serv-
ing the needs of visual artists 
statewide. Walsh is a Fellow 
of Artist INC OKC 2015, and 
a graduate of Oklahoma Arts 
Council’s Leadership Arts 
Class X. 

As part of the program, 
Pawhuska was the host of a 
two-day session April 26-27. 
Nationally recognized, the 
Leadership Arts program is 
sponsored by the Oklahoma 
Arts Council and funded in 
part by the National Endow-
ment for the Arts. The program 
is a project of the Oklahoma 
Arts Council in cooperation 
with the communities of Sul-
phur, Lawton, Pawhuska, Tul-
sa, and Enid.

For more information on the 
arts council and its activities 
and opportunities, visit www.
arts.ok.gov

Courtesy Photo

Addie Roanhorse

Courtesy Photo

Jarica Walsh

Courtesy Photo

The awards the participants received were made by Jarica Walsh. 

ful eye on what we do with our 
Osage dollars.”

As for legislation, Whitehorn 
mentioned she is interested in 
gathering public feedback on 
whether the 2006 Osage Con-
stitution should be amended to 
allow for the Constitution to be 
amended by a constitutional 
convention. Whitehorn draft-
ed a proposed Congressional 
resolution that could be up for 
consideration during a future 
session on whether Congress 
wants to refer the question to 
Osage voters of whether the 
Nation’s governing document 
should be amended allowing 
the Constitution to be amend-
ed via convention. 

Currently the Osage Consti-
tution may only be amended 
by the Congress, which refers 
questions for a vote by the 
Osage people if the Congres-
sional resolution calling for 
the question is approved by 
five-sixths of the Congress or 
by a petition process initiated 
by qualified Osage voters.  

Congressman John Maker 
shared thoughts on culture 
and history, noting he thought 
of earlier Osage generations 
who left Oklahoma for other 
states including California as 
he flew west. “It had to be a 
very hard decision (to leave) 
… I can see when I talk to all 
you folks, you still have that 
thing inside us that make us 
Osage people … I can tell you 
have a passion for your people 

back home and what goes on 
back there and I think most of 
you told me you’re pretty hap-
py with the way your Osage 
government has been doing,” 
he said. “It’s not a perfect 
world, it’s not a perfect world 
up in Washington, but we’re 
always doing the best we can 
to do what’s right for all the  
Osage people.”

“The (Osage) culture is 
what we are, the language, 
the culture, it goes together, 
it’s intertwined,” Maker said 
and recalled his first visit to a 
UOSC gathering over 10 years 
ago as an Osage Language 
Department instructor who 
taught a beginner’s language 
course. “And when you teach 
it, you have to teach it and 
combine the Osage language 
and culture. In the future, we 
don’t know what’s going to 
happen, but I do know this: 
Someday if the casinos are 
gone, what’s going to be left 
is going to be us, you and our 
culture because when we came 
down to Oklahoma, we didn’t 
have anything but the shirts 
on our backs and a couple bags 
of corn and maybe someday 
that might be what we have 
left again, but we will have our 
culture … we can’t be Osages if 
we don’t have that.”

Congressman Otto Hamil-
ton said his family has earlier 
UOSC ties noting his grand-
father, Berbon Murphy, and 
his brother, Roscoe Murphy, 
were part of the organization 
in the 1960s. “My mother and 
father, who are both Osage, 

met out here in California, so 
I was born down the road in Ir-
vine and I always feel a strong 
connection (with California),”  
he said.

Hamilton said he has also 
visited California tribes in re-
cent times for powwows and 
noted he also speaks with offi-
cials about how the tribes oper-
ate. “We’re trying to get to that 
place too back home… (also) 
I have to tell you (attendees) 
‘good job,’ I haven’t been to (a 
UOSC gathering) so well at-
tended and so well organized, 
it feels like a family reunion 
coming out here and meeting 
so many people.”

Hamilton also used his 
speaking time to acknowl-
edge and honor former UOSC 
Chairman Galen Clavier who 
was celebrating his 88th birth-
day at the event. Clavier’s son, 
Greg Clavier, is the current 
UOSC Chairman who orga-
nized the day’s gathering with 
help from other family mem-
bers. Hamilton called Galen 
Clavier to stand and he pre-
sented a Pendleton blanket as 
an honoring gift.

Greg Clavier said the next 
UOSC gathering event will 
be April 21 at the Carlsbad 
Senior Center, which will al-
low for a candidates forum for 
those seeking office in the 2018 
Osage elections. Next year, six 
seats on the ON Congress, 
both ON Executive Branch of-
fices and all eight seats on the 
Osage Minerals Council will 
be up for election.

uOsC
–from Page 5
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ElEction 2018
Otto Hamilton announces his 
candidacy for Assistant Principal Chief

From the Hamilton for As-
sistant Chief Campaign 

Otto Hamilton of Pawhus-
ka, Okla., currently an Osage 
Nation Congress member, de-
clared his candidacy for As-
sistant Principal Chief of the 
Osage Nation today. Hamilton 
announced his candidacy on 
“Hamilton for Assistant Chief” 
social media sites where he 
stated his intentions; to sup-
port progressive Osage lan-
guage efforts; expand Osage 
schools and education pro-
grams; support proven eco-
nomic development initiatives; 
and work to improve the best 
interests of the Osage Na-
tion workforce for overall 
support of Osage Nation sup-
portive services for Osage  
citizens everywhere.

“I am pleased and honored 
to announce my candidacy for 
Assistant Principal Chief of 
the Osage Nation. During my 
term as an Osage Congress-
man, I gained an understand-
ing of the complexities of our 
tribal government including its 
capabilities and limitations,” 
said Hamilton. “As Assistant 
Chief, I will be a valued con-
tributor to the Osage Nation  
Executive Branch.”

“It is my belief that the 
primary role of the Assistant 
Chief is to be an advocate for 
the best interests of the Osage 
Nation.  There are many is-
sues that will come before us 
in the next few years. We need 
to strengthen our communities 
to enhance the Osage quality 
of life.”

“The Assistant Chief should 

be a vital and active communi-
cations link between the em-
ployees and the congress. In 
my role as an Osage Congress 
member who is a former tribal 
employee (10 + years), I know 
the value of maintaining open 
communication with the Osage 
Nation workforce.”

“As a lifetime culturally ac-
tive Osage community mem-
ber, I have learned through 
our traditional ways how to 
bring people together toward 
common goals, unity and 
project completion. It was my 
greatest honor as a Congress-
man to sponsor legislation for 
a new Pawhuska dance arbor. 
I had the opportunity to work 
with many other tribal mem-
bers, departments and branch-
es for one common goal that 
supports Osage culture and 
language.”

“I believe that the founda-
tion of any thriving Native 
community should include re-

vitalization of language and 
culture, access to education, 
affordable quality housing, 
quality healthcare, and em-
ployment opportunities for 
all skill levels. These are the 
issues that I hear about the 
most and these are the efforts 
I promise to fight for.”   

About Hamilton
“I look forward to a positive 

campaign, meeting Osage citi-
zens from all walks of life, and 
tackling the challenges of na-
tion building.”

Hamilton is the former Con-
gressional Second Speaker, 
former Cultural Committee 
Chair, former Congressional 
Affairs Committee Chair and 
current Congressional Edu-
cation Committee Chair.  He 
is a 2001 University of Okla-
homa alumnus and an Osage  
Tail dancer for the Pawhuska 
District. 

Otto Hamilton is the oldest 
son of Otto Hamilton Jr, and 
Sandra Murphy-Hamilton.  He 
currently resides in Pawhus-
ka with his wife Geneva Hor-
seChief-Hamilton and five of 
their children and one grand-
son. Hamilton and his fami-
ly are known to travel across 
Indian Country to attend and 
participate in various cultural 
and social events. 

For more information about 
Hamilton for Assistant Chief, 
direct message on FB @Ham-
iltonforAssistantChief or call, 
580/583-9984.

Otto Hamilton

Maria Whitehorn 
announces her
candidacy for
Principal Chief
By Maria Whitehorn

I am honored to an-
nounce my candidacy 
for the office of Principal 
Chief of the Osage Na-
tion. It has been a plea-
sure to serve you for six 
years on the Osage Con-
gress. My service has 
given me the opportunity 
to interact with and ob-
serve the inner workings 
of the Executive Branch 
of our government. I see 
that new leadership is 
needed to move the Na-
tion forward and better 
serve the Osage people. 
From my vantage point, 
a few things have become abundantly clear. Wasteful 
spending is out of control, strategic government planning 
between the branches and entities is not common practice 
and productive communication is minimal. The Chief’s 
office must do better. The Osage people deserve a lead-
er dedicated to building and maintaining our government 
through cooperative planning and a leader who will estab-
lish transparent and sustainable operating practices. I am 
that leader.

Our work begins with establishing a firm economic 
foundation beyond our successful gaming enterprise. New 
sources of tribal revenue continue to evade the Osage 
Nation, but with dedicated leadership who will prioritize 
economic development, we can be successful in other in-
dustries. Expanding our economic independence with a 
focus on creating new revenue will strengthen our Nation 
to better serve you. 

Building a better Nation means being prepared to as-
sert our sovereignty on all fronts. I have the resolve to pro-
tect, assert, or expand our jurisdiction. Building a better 
Nation means our Osage workforce will have the ability to 
serve the people free from political interference. Our merit 
employment system will be progressive, stable, and able 
to attract, employ and retain our Higher Education Schol-
arship graduates. Building a better Nation means sup-
porting the People’s benefits by fully funding the Higher 
Education Scholarship, Burial Assistance, Health Benefit, 
and Medigap insurance. As your Chief, I will make these 
services my top priority and I will work with you to build 
a stronger Osage Nation.

I know that the strength of this Nation is greater than 
any one person can claim. Our Nation is best served by 
elected leaders who understand that the legacy we pass on 
to our children is more important than adding titles to re-
sumes or granting political favors. I will work with other 
talented Osages to properly manage our resources, devel-
op new opportunities in the reservation area, and protect 
our culture for generations to come.

I am humbled by the support I have already received 
from many of you, and I’d love to speak with you through-
out this campaign. We need your voice at the table. You 
have a role to play in the future success of our Nation. 
My campaign is focused on communication and exploring 
what we can undertake together for the betterment of our 
People. I respectfully ask you to give me the opportunity 
to earn your vote during the course of this campaign. 

Please feel free to reach out at any time, 918-760-0806 
or you can find my campaign at www.facebook.com/White-
horn.for.Chief.

Maria Whitehorn

NAJA denounces White House’s 
use of Pocahontas as slur
Native American 
 Journalists Association 

NORMAN, Okla. – The 
Native American Journalists 
Association (NAJA) stands 
with the National Congress of 
American Indians (NCAI) on 
their condemnation of Presi-
dent Donald Trump using the 
name “Pocahontas” in a de-
rogatory manner. We call on 
our colleagues in journalism 
to be responsible and accurate 
in their reporting on Indian 
Country.

Pocahontas was an Indige-
nous woman who, to this day, 
holds a significant place in 
the culture and history of her 
family, her tribe, the Pamun-
key Indian Tribe in Virginia, 
and among the larger Native 
American community. NAJA 
agrees with NCAI that her 
name should not be used as a 
weapon of hate or prejudice, 
and it is inappropriate for any-
one to use her name in a dis-
paraging manner.

Further, NAJA calls on 
White House Press Secretary 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders to 
provide accurate information 
and fair context to the media. 
When the president uses the 
name of Pocahontas as a pejo-
rative with the intent to insult, 
it becomes a racial slur.

When an elected official or 
their publicly-funded infor-
mation officer use the name 
of a Native person or nation 
with the intent to demean or 
denigrate, it shapes the public 
perception of that person and 
their tribe across the nation 
and around the world.

NAJA advises reporters to 
provide accurate context when 
referring to Indigenous histor-
ical figures such as Pocahon-
tas. Just as the president has 
the power to twist the name of 

a powerful Native woman into 
a term of bigotry and hate, so 
do the media have the power – 
through ethical and accurate 
storytelling – to restore her 
honor and rightful place of es-
teem in our nation’s history.

About NAJA
The Native American Jour-

nalists Association empowers 
500 members representing 
tribal, nonprofit, freelance 
and mainstream media profes-
sionals in promoting accurate 
coverage of Indian Country, 
supporting newsroom diversi-
ty and defending challenges to 
free press, speech and expres-
sion.

For more information, visit 
www.naja.com

How to submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, 

please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon 
Shaw, 604 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the 
reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and 
space.
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All photos by Benny Polacca

Veterans, family members and attendees dance during individual songs 
at the 2017 Veterans Dance held in Wakon Iron Hall on Nov. 11. Marvin Stepson (standing) and Nick Williams are co-emcees for the 2017 

American Legion Post 198 Veterans Day Dance held at Wakon Iron Hall in 
Pawhuska.

Talee Redcorn dances during a family member’s individual song at the 
2017 Veterans Day Dance hosted by the American Legion Post 198 in 
Pawhuska.

The 2017-2018 Post 198 Princess Marie West (white leggins) dances in 
with War Mothers group members and military veterans during an indi-
vidual song at the Nov. 11 American Legion Post 198 Veterans Day Dance.

Decorated cakes recognize Osage and local military veterans at the Nov. 
11 American Legion Post 198 Veterans Day Dance.

Decorated cakes recognize Osage and local military veterans at the Nov. 
11 American Legion Post 198 Veterans Day Dance.

Decorated cakes recognize Osage and local military veterans at the Nov. 
11 American Legion Post 198 Veterans Day Dance.

Decorated cakes recognize Osage and local military veterans at the Nov. 
11 American Legion Post 198 Veterans Day Dance.

Local Public Health Service officers deploy to Puerto Rico
Joyce Oberly
USPHS Commander

Hurricane Maria made land-
fall in Puerto Rico on Sept. 20, 
2017. As a result of the Cate-
gory 5 hurricane’s devastat-
ing impact on Puerto Rico, the 
United States Public Health 
Service was activated. 

Two rapid deployment force 
teams and many augmentees 
were deployed on Oct. 7 to 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Includ-
ed in the team of 137 officers, 
were local officers Command-
er (CDR) Manon Tillman, 
and Lieutenant Commander 
(LCDR) Donnie Hodge from 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Cen-
ter, CDR Joyce Oberly, CDR 
Joe Jones, LCDR LaTanya 
Austin and LT Whitney Mo-
seley from the Pawnee Indian 
Health Center. 

The combined teams were 
known as Coqui-1, in honor of 
Puerto Rico’s mascot, the coqui 
frog. Initially staged in Atlan-
ta, Ga., then San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, the team completed sev-
eral requirements including 
fit testing, as well as Federal 
Medical Station (FMS) es-
sentials, officership, military 
protocol, body mechanics, 
conversational Spanish and  
much more. 

In the next week, Coqui-1 
Team members established 
an FMS on the southern side 
of the island in the city of 
Ponce. The team developed a 
local plan, process and staffing 
schedule for the 250 bed Ponce 
FMS which included inpatient 
services, an acute care area, 
a ventilator room, an isola-
tion area and a pharmacy. To 
maintain the FMS and provide 
direct patient care, USPHS 
partnered with Non-Govern-
mental Organizations, Disas-
ter Medical Assistance Teams, 
the Drug Enforcement Agen-
cy, the National Guard, the 
Puerto Rico State Guard and 
the Puerto Rico Department  
of Health.

The U.S. Navy and Army 
also assisted the FMS for a 
common mission of patient 
care. At the time, Puerto Rico 
was experiencing a shortage 
of oxygen for ventilator depen-
dent patients. The U.S. Navy 
assisted by delivering filled 
oxygen canisters from the USS 
Comfort to the Ponce FMS. The 
Army also assisted by provid-
ing helicopter transportation 
for a patient requiring a high-
er level of care. Under the care 
of a PHS Physician Assistant, 
the patient was transferred to 
the USS Comfort via helicop-
ter with the help of Army pilots 
and National Guard medics. 

Beyond the FMS, officers 
also completed Outward 
Bound Missions in smaller 
Puerto Rican communities. 
Working with the PR State 
Guard, National Guard and 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA), CDR 
Oberly traveled to Barrio Ran-
cheros near the town of Youco. 

Located atop the beautiful 
mountains, Bo. Rancheras 
was a small, rural communi-
ty in need of water, food and 
medical assistance. Notice of 
the event was spread via radio 
advertisements and word of 
mouth. When the team arrived 
at the small outdoor basket-
ball court (site of the event), 
over 300 community mem-
bers were happily waiting and 
greeting the team with music, 
smiles and words of apprecia-
tion. Led by Col. Polanco, PR 
State Guard, the PHS Officers 
worked in triage, medical ser-
vices, pharmacy and public in-
formation. Beginning shortly 
before noon, the clinic provid-
ed acute care services to 186 
people in three hours. After ev-
eryone was seen and/or treat-
ed, FEMA distributed cases of 
water and food bundles to each 
family in the community. 

As a show of thanks to the 
team, a few cooks prepared a 
local meal called funche, a por-
ridge like meal made of corn 
meal, cod liver oil, garlic and 
salt. Col. Polanco stated that 
this event was the largest one 
yet and the most successful, 

All photos Courtesy of CDR Joyce Oberly

ABOVE: CDR Joyce Oberly and CDR 
Manon Tillman upon their return 
from Puerto Rico.

TOP RIGHT: CDR Joyce Oberly and 
CDR Manon Tillman, both Osage 
tribal members, were part of a de-
ployment of US Public Health Ser-
vice officers deployed to Puerto 
Rico to help with Hurrican Maria 
relief.

RIGHT: CDR Joyce Oberly and CDR 
Manon Tillman, both Osage tribal 
members, were part of a deploy-
ment of US Public Health Service 
officers deployed to Puerto Rico to 
help with Hurrican Maria relief.

See OBeRlY
—Continued  on Page 12
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All photos by Addie Roanhorse

The Wak’on Owatsi 
(Women’s Dance) com-
mittee hosted an After-
noon Tea in the Osage at 
the Little Rain Song Loft 
in Pawhuska on Nov. 12. 
The event was catered by 
Ah-Tha-Tse Catering and 
pastries were brought in 
from Merritts Bakery in 
Tulsa.

RIGHT: Anya Roanhorse 
pours tea for the attend-
ees of the Afternoon 
Tea in the Osage at the 
Little Rain Song Loft in 
Pawhuska on Nov. 12

The Afternoon Tea in the Osage was held at the Osage-owned Little Rain 
Song Loft in Pawhuska on Nov. 12. The event was catered by Ah-Tha-Tse 
Catering and pastries were brought in from Merritts Bakery in Tulsa.

ABOVE: A drum made specifically for the Wak’on Owatsi by Osage/Otoe-Missouria drum-maker Rock Pipestem; 
silverware for the Afternoon Tea in the Osage is wrapped in custom-made cloth napkins; a cedar chest with a 
purple Pendleton blanket with the official symbol of the Wak’on Owatsi sits in the window of the Little Rain 
Song Loft. 

LEFT: The setting for the Afternoon Tea in the Osage at the Osage-owned Little Rain Song Loft in Pawhuska on 
Nov. 11.

After tragedy, local Osages organize annual
dance to honor Osage Women of all ages
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

On the afternoon of Nov. 12, 
Osage women, young and old, 
put on their best dresses and 
hats and headed to the Little 
Rain Song Loft in Pawhuska 
for an Afternoon Tea, orga-
nized by the committee for the 
Wak’on Owatsi, which in the 
Osage language means “Wom-
en’s Dance.”

The Tea was catered by Ah-
Tha-Tse Catering and pastries 
and other sweets were brought 
in from Merritt’s Bakery in 
Tulsa. The Tea was a way to 
formally invite the women 
of the Osage community to a 
dance that Dr. Moira Redcorn 
and Dr. Robert Warrior had 
been talking about for years, 
she said. 

Talk turned into action after 
the untimely death of Blake 
Sisk on Feb. 1. Sisk, who was 
only 26-years-old was an as-
piring actress and model, and 
a lifelong participant of the 
In-Lon-Schka. Her death af-
fected many of the women in 
the Osage community. Red-
corn reached out to her mother 
Margaret and wanted to honor 
her in some way. 

“I asked Margaret’s permis-

sion to discuss Blake’s death 
at the tea. Last February, af-
ter Blake passed away, it felt 
like the entire tribe felt the 
sadness of her loss. It seemed 
to hit a nerve for so many of us, 
leaving us feeling somewhat 
helpless,” she said. “Margaret 
and I spoke about the possibil-
ity of having a dance to honor 
Blake at that time. I began 
discussing the idea with other 
people, and so many people felt 
it would be a good idea.” 

The dance turned into the 
Wak’on Owatsi, to be held on 
Feb. 2-3 in the Pawhuska In-
dian Village under the dance 
arbor. One year after Sisk’s 
death.

Osage News: The Wak’on 
Owatsi committee, as I under-
stand, has been working for 
months to plan the dance?

Moira Redcorn: “At Gray 
Horse [this summer], Robert 
Warrior and I picked up on a 
conversation about honoring 
women in our tribe and how 
we might go about it. We’ve 
been having this conversa-
tion for 20 years, but this year 
started to feel like it was time 
to start doing something con-
crete, and I started planning a 
first meeting for early August 
with a small group who were 

interested in helping plan 
things! Then, with the very 
painful death of my father 
[Charles Red Corn] in July, I 
knew I could not wait to start. 
While I know it is the custom 
of many Natives to stop and 
mourn for a year, my father 
always told us we needed to 
live, and continue living. Rath-
er than postpone that early 
August meeting, I felt I need-
ed to move forward with the 
process. This is something I 
have wanted to work on for a 
long time, and these series of 
events led to planning for this 
dance now.”

ON: The committee 
had Osage/Otoe-Missouri 
drum-maker Rock Pipestem 
make a drum for the dance, 
a custom many tribes have, 
and songs are being composed 
for the dance. Can you tell us 
more about that? 

MR: “As we talked about 
what sort of dance we want-
ed, and especially when we 
started talking to Rock Pipe-
stem about being our head 
singer, we realized how much 
we wanted to be able to start 
thinking about having songs 
that belong to this dance. A 
drum is where you put those 
songs. It is an entirely new 

process to me, and I think to 
many of those working on this. 
Veronica Pipestem [Rock’s 
younger sister] had the idea 
of having songs written about 
various archetypes of wom-
en, rather than specific peo-
ple. For instance, we hope to 
have a grandmothers’ song, a 
daughters’ song, an aunties’ 
song, etc. Our hope is to have 
one song made for this year.”

ON: What do you hope for 
the dance in February, and be-
yond? 

MR: “As we say on our 
website, ‘We are Wahzhazhe 
people who seek to honor, 
serve, and enrich the lives of 
Wazhazhe women and fam-
ilies. We seek to accomplish 
our intentions through honor-
ing our grandmothers, moth-
ers, sisters, aunties, and other 
women who have made an im-
pact in our lives and in our 
ways.’ As for the future, we are 
primarily focusing on getting 
this first dance off the ground, 
but we are hopeful that this is 
something people want to do 
again and again.” 

ON: Will the tea be an an-
nual event? It looked like it 
was a success. How did you 
feel it turned out? 

MR: “The Sunday tea was 
a great success—a tribute to 
Osage elegance and our love 
of pastry! But really, the tea 
was born from a desire to for-
mally invite people in person. 
We all knew that when you in-
vite someone to do something, 
you ask them in person. The 
challenge was that we had set 
such a short timeline for our-
selves and we needed time to 
talk individually with so many 
people.  We quickly realized 
we needed to change our ap-
proach. So, we decided to host 
a tea. Our goal was to make 
everyone who came feel like a 
million bucks.”  

ON: What is the agenda for 
the dance? How will this dance 

be different from any other 
dance? 

MR: “The dance will take 
place on February 2-3, 2018, 
starting with a Friday evening 
tea which originally was going 
to be at Little Rain Song Loft 
at 6 p.m. However, due to the 
great turnout at our last tea 
which was held there, we have 
outgrown the space. So, we are 
currently inquiring about dif-
ferent locations. We’ll have a 
few speeches and some honor-
ing of Osage women. Saturday 
at noon we’ll have an Osage 
dinner that we think will be 
unique in that it will be pre-
pared and served by Osage 
men. We will then dance in the 
afternoon and evening. The 
main difference between this 
dance and other Osage danc-
es is that men, women, boys, 
and girls will be welcome to be 
seated on the benches at the 
arbor, and we’ll dance togeth-
er around the drum, sort of in 
the way people do on family 
songs during our June dances. 
We are not planning a give-
away; we hope to have more 
of a social dance. We know it 
will be cold, and we have some 
plans to serve hot chocolate, 
coffee, and tea to keep every-
one warm. And I know a lot of 
ladies are excited about get-
ting all of their best blankets 
out to keep warm. We are also 
planning on renting heaters, 
and encouraging people to stay 
comfortable.”

ON: Is there anything the 
Wak’on Owatsi committee 
would like to add for readers 
and attendees?

MR: “Our hope is that 
all Wahzhazhe feel wel-
come and special. We would  
love to see many little girls 
out there. We will do our best 
to honor them and create a  
beautiful moment.”

The Wak’on Owatsi commit-
tee is made up of Dr. Moira 
Redcorn, Veronica Pipestem, 
Rock Pipestem, Margaret Sisk, 
Ryan and Electa RedCorn, Dr. 
Robert Warrior, Julie O’Keefe, 
Angela Pratt, Jen Tiger, Ruth 
Shaw, Addie Roanhorse, Zeke 
and Marilyn Yarbrough.

For more information on 
the Wak’on Owatsi, visit the 
website at https://www.wa-
konowatsi.com 

[Editor’s Note: Ruth Shaw is 
the mother of Osage News Ed-
itor Shannon Shaw Duty and 
serves on the Wak’on Owatsi 
committee.]
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thanks to the advance 
notice and all involved 
agency partners. Ev-
ery day successes in 
Puerto Rico were the 
result of interagency 
collaboration for the 
common goal of restor-
ing and promoting the 
health of the Puerto 
Rican people. 

All officers returned 
home at the end of 
October and early No-
vember. Though their 
experiences were dif-
ferent, a common take-
away was the deep 
connection to the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico and 
an unwavering com-
mitment to serve when 
and wherever needed. 

Damage from Hurricane Maria, a category 5 hurricane that 
caused catastrophic damage in Puerto Rico.

OBeRlY
–from Page 10
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Osage energy
The Constitution and
the Mineral Estate Part II

Rosemary Wood

Rosemary Wood
Osage News

In continuing to think about 
our evolving relationship with the 
mineral estate and constitutions, 
I reviewed three documents. My 
understanding of these three doc-
uments is summarized herein. 
These references outline the Wah-
Zha-Zhi’s continuing journey back 
to self government.  

These documents include: “The 
Osage Timeline,” a book of infor-
mation and dates of Osage events 
and court cases, compiled by for-
mer Osage Nation Museum em-
ployee Lou Brock; the Act of June 
28, 1906, 34 Stat. 539, as amend-
ed; and Fletcher v. US Court of Ap-
peals (1997).

‘The Allotment Act of 1906’ … 
passed by the U.S. Congress, pro-
vided that leases for oil, gas and 
other minerals be made by the 
Osage Tribal Council. And, the 
OTC was to be chosen by individu-
als whose names appear on the roll 
at that time.   

In 1979, Logan v. Andrus, seven 
Osages filed a lawsuit alleging that 
the OTC was created solely to dis-
pose of certain tribal assets and to 
manage mineral resources. It was 
not intended to be a general gov-
erning body. The Court affirmed 
that the Osage Tribal Council is 
the general governing body.  

In 1992 Tulsa District Court 
four individuals of Osage ancestry 
brought … suit challenging fran-
chise restrictions. (Fletcher et.) In 
this case, the judge required the 
formation of an Osage Commission 
to conduct public hearings on the 
formation of a new government. 

On July 17, 1993, The Referen-
dum Conducted “voting to form a 
constitution but leaving the Min-
erals Council in place. 

On February 4, 1994, The Elec-
torate Voted to adopt the new Con-
stitution, under court order.  

October 6, 1995: Osage Tribal 
Council filed a notice of appeal in 
District Court to reverse the lower 
court order. 

I was a member of the Osage 
Tribal Council in 1995. I remem-
ber our legal council, Browning 
Pipestem, advising us that allow-
ing a Court to dictate our form 
of government weakened tribal 
sovereignty. Such action, rath-
er inaction, by the Tribal Council 
could conceivably set precedent for 

future courts and other tribal gov-
ernments.   

June 10, 1997 U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the 10TH Circuit in Den-
ver, overturned Fletcher, et. al. 
returning all governing power to 
the Osage Tribal Council; National 
Council and its constitution are offi-
cially dissolved.” 

Pipestem’s lawyering was prov-
en correct as seen in the following 
quote from the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the 10th Circuit. 

“The principle that only Congress 
has the power to amend an other-
wise proper federal statute is well 
settled. Congress prescribed the 
form of government in the 1906 Act 
as amended, thereby restricting the 
Tribe’s power to create a form of 
government inconsistent with the 
statutory form.” (Fletcher v. United 
States No. 95-5208, VI Remedy, B. 
Appropriateness of Relief)  

I think it was a good thing that 
the OTC acted when they did to 
maintain and strengthen tribal sov-
ereignty. I do not think the loss of 
the 1994 Constitution, expansion of 
membership and voting rights was 
a good thing. In my opinion it was 
a bad thing. Not everyone on that 
1995 Osage Tribal Council agreed 
that loss of membership, voting 
rights and the1994 Constitution 
was a bad thing.  

–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary 

Wood is a former two-time Osage Trib-
al Councilwoman and graduated from 
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in 
1963, the University of Oklahoma in 
1965, and from Rutgers University in 
1971 with a Master of Science in Psy-
chiatric Nursing.

right to vote in Osage elections and it was based on the percentage of the interest 
they owned.

In 2004, the U.S. Congress enacted Public Law 108-431, 118 Stat. 2609, which 
reaffirmed the sovereign right of the Osage people to reform its own government. 
In 2006, the Constitution was signed and the government was reformed, doing 
away with the Osage Tribal Council and giving all Osages a right to membership 
and a right to vote.

According to Article 15 of the Constitution, “the Osage Mineral Estate is re-
served to the Osage Nation. The government of the Osage Nation shall have the 
perpetual obligation to ensure the preservation of the Osage Mineral Estate.” 
Article 15 also creates the minerals council, its duties and jurisdiction.

The minerals council is an “independent agency within the Osage Nation” re-
sponsible for managing the mineral estate in accordance with the 1906 Allotment 
Act, according to the Constitution.

ResOlutIOn
–from Page 1
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Speaker Pratt attends White House 
Veterans Affairs Conference
Osage News

Speaker for the Fifth Osage 
Nation Congress, Angela 
Pratt, was invited to the White 
House Veterans Affairs Con-
ference on Nov. 29. She joined 
U.S. lawmakers as they spoke 
about veteran’s issues with 
U.S. Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs David Shulkin and 

Courtesy Photos

Speaker of the Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress Angela Pratt stands with 
Principal Chief James Floyd of the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation (left) and 
Jefferson Keel, Lt. Governor for the 
Chickasaw Nation and newly elect-
ed President of the National Con-
gress of the American Indian.

Deputy Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs Thomas Bowman.

Pratt, a U.S. Army Veteran, 
is also a non-voting member of 
the Osage Veterans Memori-
al Commission for the Osage 
Nation. During her tenure in 
Congress she has sponsored 
several pieces of legislation 
that benefit local Veterans ini-

tiatives and organizations in 
the Osage.

“I am so grateful to have 
received an invitation to the 
White House Veterans Affairs 
Conference. Today I have been 
given an opportunity to use my 
voice for Veterans in my com-
munity, at the highest level in 
Washington,” she wrote on her 
Facebook page on Nov. 30. 

Hominy residents elect village committee 
members in Nov. 7-8 election
Benny Polacca
Osage News

HOMINY VILLAGE, Okla. 
– Two village residents here 
are now on the five-member 
Village Committee along with 
three others reelected in the 
Nov. 7-8 village election.

Residents reelected William 
Shadlow, Jeff Willcox and Reu-
ben “Batt” DeRoin to the vil-
lage committee and first-time 
board member Michael Fields 
will also serve. Residents also 
elected Everett Waller who 
served on the committee in 
prior years. 

Village Committee terms 
are for two years, per the 1964 
Hominy Village Constitution. 
The village chapel served as 
the election polling site while 
nearby construction continues 
on a new community build-
ing and dance arbor slated for 
completion before the June 
2018 In-Lon-Schka ceremonial 
dances.

Waller, a former village com-
mittee chairman, expressed 
gratitude for the election re-
sults and led the attendees 
in an Osage and English lan-
guage prayer after the results. 
Waller and Shadlow thanked 

the election staff for their work 
and village residents lined up 
to shake hands with the new 
committee and election offi-
cials afterward.

The Osage Nation Elec-
tion Board and office staff as-
sisted in the village election 
at the request of the village 
committee and tabulated the 
results after the Nov. 8 vot-
ing hour ended. The process 
started one day earlier with 
the election officials asking 
for nominations from village 
residents attending the elec-
tion. Residents nominated 
nine candidates and those 
candidates’ names were writ-
ten on a large paper tablet for 
residents to pick from as they 
wrote their candidate choices 
down for the five-member com-
mittee during the two-evening  
voting opportunity.

Those nominees were all five 
incumbents elected in 2015 
including Shadlow, DeRoin, 
April Mitts, Laurence “Lar-
ry” Maker and Jeff Willcox. 
Other nominees were Fields, 

Waller, Michael Pratt Jr. and  
Anthony Gray.   

ON Election Supervisor 
Alexis Rencountre announced 
the results shortly after 7 p.m. 
on Nov. 8 after the paper bal-
lot votes were counted by As-
sistant Election Supervisor 
Courtney Piearcy and board 
members Shannon Lockett, 
Terry Hazen and Belle Wilson. 

All residents voted in per-
son, but a precedent was set 
Nov. 7 when one female resi-
dent voted by cell phone video 
at the request of her relative 
and after approval by the pre-
vious Hominy Village Com-
mittee. That night, a woman 
asked if her relative Fran-
ces Wetselline could some-
how vote even though she 
was out of town for a family  
medical emergency.

After a discussion involving 
election officials and previous 
village committee members 
present (DeRoin, Willcox and 
Mitts), the village committee 
quorum voted to allow Wetsel-

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The 2017 newly elected Hominy Village Committee members are (l to r) 
Everett Waller, William Shadlow, Jeff Willcox and Reuben “Batt” DeRoin. 
Not pictured is Michael Fields.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The top five vote-getters in the 
2017 Hominy Village Committee 
election are: William Shadlow, Mi-
chael Fields, Jeff Willcox, Reuben 
DeRoin and Everett Waller.

See hOMInY
—Continued  on Page 17
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Pawhuska Village residents vote in the 2017 Village Committee elec-
tion on Nov. 14 in Wakon Iron Hall. 

Four Pawhuska Village 
Committee members 
re-elected, one new
member elected
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Pawhuska Village residents re-elected four Village Com-
mittee members and one new individual in the 2017 election 
held Nov. 14-15.

Incumbents Marjorie Williams, Kathryn Redcorn, Patrick 
Luey and Paula Stabler all won two-year terms to serve on 
the five-person committee and Fawn Cheshewalla will join 
as a first-time committee member. Osage Nation Election 
Office staff and board members assisted in the election, 
which was held during a two-day period before results were 
announced Nov. 15 at the village’s Wakon Iron Hall.

Residents voted on Nov. 14 in the village and Nov. 15 at 
the Election Office before election officials broke open the 
locked metal box containing the paper ballots. At the elec-
tion’s Nov. 14 beginning, Election Office staff asked attend-
ing residents for candidate nominations and those names 
were written on a large board for all voters to see and pick 
their choices. 

The eight village residents nominated by their peers in-
cluded: Cheryl Brothers, Williams, Luey, Redcorn, Janice 
Easley, Cheshewalla, Dean Carter and Stabler. 

According to ON Elec-
tion Supervisor Alexis 
Rencountre, 19 residents 
voted on the first day and 
16 voted on the second day 
in the Election Office for a 
total of 35 ballots count-
ed in the village elec-
tion. Other election staff 
assisting were Election 
Board members Shannon 
Lockett, Terry Hazen and 
Belle Wilson and Assis-
tant Election Supervisor 
Courtney Piearcy.

The Election Office 
staff and board members 
counted the ballots then 
Rencountre reported the 
results to those in atten-
dance on Nov. 15. The vil-
lage election results are: 
Williams - 31 votes, Red-

corn - 26, Luey - 25, Stabler - 22, Cheshewalla - 20, Carter 
- 16, Easley - 15 and Brothers - 10.

For upcoming village business, Williams said she is 
pleased the incumbents were re-elected so work can continue 
on upcoming plans, which include developing a village web-
site by year’s end and researching grants for other village 
projects. A proposed village website will include information 
for residents including downloadable forms to request or re-
serve Wakon Iron Hall for cultural events, she said.

Cheshewalla said she is pleased with being elected to the 
committee and she’s “hopeful that we can do good and take 
care of our community.”

Williams said the next business for the committee is 
holding a Nov. 20 meeting to discuss and select committee 
officers for chairperson, vice chairperson, treasurer/ secre-
tary. The Pawhuska Village Committee typically holds task 
meetings weekly and community meetings for village resi-
dents on the third Monday of each month at 6 p.m. in Wakon  
Iron Hall.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News 

Village voters re-elected four in-
cumbents and one new individual 
to the five-person Village Commit-
tee. Now serving two-year terms 
on the committee are Marjorie 
Williams, Kathryn Redcorn, Pat-
rick Luey, Paula Stabler and Fawn 
Cheshewalla.

that I’ve tried everything I 
know and they relapse, but I 
have to acknowledge that this 
is a chronic relapsing disease. 
And if I can get a patient into 
remission, then I’ve - and even 
if they’re in remission only for 
a year and I have to retreat 
them, then they’ve had a year 
of improvement in their life. 
That doesn’t mean that the 
treatment was futile.

But I think trying to use 
influence and education, both 
for native leaders so they can 
get a better perspective of this 
illness - in particular, the bio-
logical nature of it - to be able 
to testify before Congress, in-
cluding the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs, and try to 
put the native-specific issues 
before our legislators, that’s 
my been role and my target.

MARTIN: Is there anything 
giving you hope right now? I 

mean, what is giving you hope 
right now? What’s getting you 
up in the morning to keep 
working at this?

SHAW: As bad as it is that 
people are dying, it’s finally 
got people’s attention that this 
is an illness. And it’ll translate 
into proper illness funding for 
other substance use disorders. 
Because in Oklahoma, it’s still 
methamphetamine and alco-
hol. Who knows? Maybe before 
this battle has had some re-
sults, opioid use disorder and 
overdose deaths may increase 
in Oklahoma. But it’s affecting 
Indian Country, so I’ve used 
my expertise for any commu-
nity, even if it’s not particular-
ly as high in the Osage Nation 
right now.

MARTIN: That’s Dr. Ron 
Shaw. He is the president of 
the Association of American 
Indian physicians. We reached 
him on the line in Shawnee, 
Okla. Dr. Shaw, thanks so 
much for speaking with us.

SHAW: Thank you, Michel.

OpIOId
–from Page 6

Speaker of the Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress Angela Pratt attended 
the 2017 White House Veterans Af-
fairs Conference on Nov. 29.

Speaker of the Fifth Osage Nation Congress Angela Pratt attended the 2017 White House Veterans Affairs Con-
ference on Nov. 29.

Speaker of the Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress Angela Pratt sits at U.S. 
Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zin-
ke’s desk on Nov. 30.
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Maria Tallchief among
inspirations for upcoming
performance of ‘The Nutcracker’ 

Courtesy Photo

The costumes for the Sugar Plum Fairies.

Osage News

Dance Maker Performing 
Arts Academy will bring “The 
Nutcracker” ballet to the his-
toric Constantine Theatre on 
Dec. 9. 

For Jenna Smith, the 
Osage artistic director for 
Dance Maker, the historic bal-
let is also a reminder of the  
Osage Nation’s most famous 
ballerina. 

“Bringing the Nutcrack-
er to the Osage is especially 
meaningful because of its con-
nection to the late prima balle-
rina Maria Tallchief, who was 
Osage and hailed from Fairfax 
in Osage County,” Smith said 
in a prepared release.

In 1954, Tallchief was cast 
in the lead role of the Sugar 
Plum Fairy while dancing for 
the New York City Ballet.

One ballet critic described 
Tallchief in the role as a “crea-
ture of magic, dancing the 
seemingly impossible with ef-
fortless beauty of movement, 
electrifying us with her bril-
liance, enchanting us with her 
radiance of being,” according 
to the release. 

“Tallchief’s interpretation of 
the role paved the way for ‘The 
Nutcracker’ ballet to become 
an American ballet tradition 
during the Christmas season,” 
Smith said in the release. “We 
are pleased that Osages are 
among those who will be per-
forming in the Nutcracker, 
including lead dancer Amity 
Bevard from Hominy.”

The Constantine Theater 
is located at 110 W. Main St. 
in Pawhuska. “The Nutcrack-
er” performance will begin at 
7 p.m. on Dec. 9. Tickets are 
available in advance at Dance 

Maker’s Boutique at the Ole’ 
#1 Firehouse on Main St., lo-
cated next door to the Con-
stantine. The Boutique is open 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday.

Advance tickets for adults 

are $15 each and $8 for stu-

dents. A family ticket is avail-

able for $45, which includes 

two adults and three children.

Amazon’s team of editors chose David Grann’s “Killers of the Flower 
Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI” as its “Best Book of 
the Year” on Nov. 10.

Valentine selected for Blue-Grey Bowl
We are proud to an-

nounce that our grandson 
Aaron Nicholas Valen-
tine, who is a Senior at 
Goddard High School 
in Goddard, Kans., was 
selected to play on the 
Blue Team out of 6,750 
players who competed 
in Missouri and Texas 
to play in the Blue-Grey 
All American Bowl. The 
game will be played in 
Jacksonville, Fla., at Ev-
erBank Field, home of 
the Jacksonville Jaguars 
on Saturday, Jan. 13, at 
1 p.m., and broadcast on 
ESPN 3 to the entire country. Aaron is the son of Nich-
olas Valentine and Angela Rohlman, grandson of Mark 
and Shawna Valentine, great-grandson of Paul and Joyce 
Stabler and the great-great-grandson of Margaret Iron.

Aaron Nicholas Valentine

Courtesy Photo

ON Financial Assistance’s 
Tree of Gifts provides for 
children in need

An Osage Nation holiday tradition is back to help area chil-
dren in need receive a Christmas toy gift.

The ON Financial Assistance Department is hosting the an-
nual Tree of Gifts donation drive to provide Christmas gifts to 
children who receive support services from the department’s 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program. 

Helping is easy – There is a Christmas tree decorated with 
ornaments containing Christmas wish lists from local children 
at the ON Financial Assistance Department located in the ON 
Welcome Center in Pawhuska, according to an ON news release. 
Those wishing to purchase/ provide gifts for the Tree of Gifts 
may visit the office to obtain a wish list ornament.  

The TANF program provides temporary benefit assistance and 
support services for families to obtain self-sufficiency, according 
to the Financial Assistance Department website. TANF clients 
are Osage and Native American households in Osage County. 

All gifts must be delivered to the Financial Assistance De-
partment by Dec. 18 for department staff to wrap the gifts and 
deliver to the children. The Financial Assistance Department 
is also requesting donations of gift bags, wrapping paper, bows, 
tape, and gift tags. There will also be an opportunity to help with 
gift-wrapping and gift deliveries.

To donate or for more information on the Tree of Gifts, vis-
it the ON Financial Assistance Department located on the first 
floor in the Welcome Center at 239 West 12th St. in Pawhuska 
or call (918) 287-5325.

For more information on ON Financial Assistance Department 
services, visit the Nation’s website at: www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/what-we-do/financial-assistance

DECEMBER
December 5

Osage Nation Principal  
Chief and Assistant 
Chief Filing Begins
Osage Nation Election Office 
608 Kihekah 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

December 25 - 26 
Observed Holiday 
Christmas Holiday 
Offices Closed

JANUARY
January 6 

Osage Nation JOM 
Youth Powwow 
Skiatook High School
1000 W. 4th 
Skiatook, Oklahoma 
Starts at 2 p.m. 
Contest Powwow 
For more information contact 
skiatook_jom@yahoo.com

January 8
Osage Nation Principal  
Chief and Assistant 
Chief Filing Ends
Osage Nation Election  
Office 
608 Kihekah 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286
 

FEBRUARY
February 6

Filing for Osage Nation  
Congress Begins 
Osage Nation Election  
Office 
608 Kihekah 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

February 16
Deadline to submit  
Absentee Ballot  
Request forms
For Osage Nation Principal 
Chief and Assistant Chief

Must be received by close 
of business at 4:30 p.m. 
Osage Nation Election  
Office 
608 Kihekah 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

February 26 
Absentee Ballot  
Mailing Begins 
For Osage Nation Principal 
Chief and Assistant Chief
Osage Nation Election Office 
608 Kihekah 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

MARCH
March 12 

Filing for Osage Nation  
Congress Ends 
Osage Nation Election Office 
608 Kihekah 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
(918) 287-5286

March 30 
Early Voting Day 1 
For Osage Nation Principal 
Chief and Assistant Chief
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286

March 31 
Early Voting Day 2 
For Osage Nation Principal 
Chief and Assistant Chief 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286

APRIL
April 2 

Primary Election Day 
For Osage Nation Principal 
Chief and Assistant Chief
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286

April 20 
Deadline to submit  
Absentee Ballot  
Request forms
For Osage Nation Congress
Must be received by close 
of business at 4:30 p.m. 

Osage Nation Election Office 

608 Kihekah 

Pawhuska, Oklahoma

(918) 287-5286

April 30
Absentee Ballot  

Mailing Begins 
For Osage Nation Congress 

Osage Nation  

Election Office 

608 Kihekah 

Pawhuska, Oklahoma

(918) 287-5286

JUNE
June 1 

Early Voting Day 1 
For Osage Nation Congress

For more information 

contact (918) 287-5286

June 2 
Early Voting Day 2
For Osage Nation Congress

For more information 

contact (918) 287-5286

June 4 
General Election Day 
For more information 

contact (918) 287-5286

––––––––––––––––––
Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 

Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 

Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 

email sshaw@osagenews.org, or 

fax to (918) 287-5563. Make sure 

to include event date, location, 

email and Web address (if 

applicable) and a phone number 

where someone can be contact-

ed for validation if necessary. 

Deadline for the January issue is 

December 18, 2017.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar
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Ramona “Bones”  
Danelle Bayhylle Calkins

Paula Farid

See OBItuaRIes
—Continued  on Page 17

Ramona “Bones” Danelle 
Bayhylle Calkins

Ramona “Bones” Danelle 
Bayhylle Calkins, age 47 years, 
life-long resident of Pawhus-
ka, Oklahoma, passed away on 
Sunday, November 26, 2017 at 
Jane Phillips Medical Center 
in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.

Ramona was an Osage 
Tribal member and was born 
on May 29, 1970 in Pawnee, 
Oklahoma. When she was 6 
years old, Ramona made her 
debut and was on the televi-
sion program, Sesame Street, 
while in New York City. She 
graduated from Pawhuska 
High School and went on to re-
ceive her CNA certificate. She 
worked as a porter at the Pi-
oneer Woman’s Mercantile in 
Pawhuska and was a member 
of the Osage Indian Baptist 
Church in Pawhuska.

Ramona is survived by: her 
husband, Dewayne Calkins, of 
the home; 5 children: James 
Ives and Jesse Ives, both of 
Seattle, WA, Courtney Ives, of 
Pawhuska, OK, Keith Calkins 
and Tressa Calkins; 8 grand-
children; her sister, Mary 
Mashunkashey of Tulsa, OK; 
and numerous nieces, neph-
ews and cousins.

Ramona is preceded by: 
her mother, Carole Lavonne 

Bayhylle and her grandson,  
Gabriel Ives.

Traditional Osage services 
were held on November 30, 
2017 at the Indian Camp 
Chapel in Pawhuska with Ira 
Lookout officiating. Funeral 
services followed with Pastor 
Scott Kohnle officiating. Pall-
bearers were Sammy Lookout, 
Eli Red Eagle, K.C. Bills, Mat-
thew Revard, John Star Big-
Horse and Louie Gray

Powell Funeral Home was 
entrusted with the arrange-
ments. Online condolences and 
memories may be left in the 
guestbook at PowellFuneralS-
ervice.com.

Carol Sue Chouteau
Pawhuska native Carol Sue 

Chouteau, 69, passed away 
Monday, November 6, 2017 in 
the Jane Phillips Medical Cen-
ter, Bartlesville, OK.

Carol was born June 21, 
1948 in Pawhuska, the daugh-
ter of Russell Warrior, Jr., and 
Willa Mae (Keigley) Warrior. 
On November 23, 19970, she 
married Jess Lee Chouteau in 
Bartlesville, OK. A homemak-
er, Carol enjoyed fishing in her 
spare time. She was a member 
of the Osage Tribe of Indians.

Surviving are her husband, 
Jess Lee Chouteau; her son, 
Kevin Chouteau and wife Kel-
ly; her granddaughter, Kas-
sidee Jo Chouteau, as well as 
other family and friends. Carol 
was preceded in death by her 
parents, son Dolphus Wolf 
Voice, and three sisters, Patri-
cia Beasley, Diana Alred and 
Bonnie Warrior.

Graveside services were 
held Thursday, November 9, 
in the Pawhuska City Ceme-
tery. Rich Kowalzyk officiated. 
Interment followed.

Kendrick McCartney John-
son Funeral Home in charge of 
arrangements.

Paula Farid
Paula Farid, 72, of Pawhus-

ka lost her fierce battle with 
cancer on November 17, 2017. 
She was born on November 
25, 1944 in Fairfax, Okla., to 
George Boone and Cynthia 
Daniels.

Being a proud Osage wom-
an, she felt the need to return 
to Pawhuska Indian Camp in 
2000. Known to many as Aunt 
Paula, she was always ready 
to lend a hand and help in 
times of need. Her work eth-
ic, personality, and sense of 
humor made her a role model 
and respected elder among the 
community.

Paula attended Seneca Indi-
an School and graduated from 
Nelagoney High School. After 
graduation, Paula attended 
technical school and worked 
for the Tulsa World then The 
Wichita Eagle as an editorial 
assistant until her retirement. 
In her spare time, she ob-
tained her pilot’s license. In re-
cent years, Paula could be seen 
working at the Osage Nation 
Museum and the Waterbird 
Gallery making each visitor 
feel welcome.

Paula’s pride and joy were 
her children. She could be 
heard talking about their ac-
complishments on a regular 
basis. Paula leaves behind 
one daughter and two sons: 

Amy Farid and husband David 
Yawman of Beacon, N.Y.; sons 
Saad Farid of Houston, TX and 
David Thornburg of Pawhus-
ka. She would often say her 
biggest honor was being a 
grandmother. Her grandchil-
dren included Leslie Thorn-
burg, Robert Thornburg, Katy 
Thornburg, Luna Yawman, 
and Luca Farid. 

In addition, Paula leaves 
behind sisters Mary Ag-
nes Hyatt, Barbara Wand, 
and brothers Daniel “Buck” 
Boone, Tommy Joe Boone, and  
Dyke Boone.

Paula was preceded in death 
by her parents and sisters 
Roseanne Cunningham, Nan-
cy Boone, Georgia Lee Schar-
nhorst, brothers John Boone, 
F.M. Boone and by her infant 
son Michael Paul Thornburg.

Services were held Novem-
ber 21, at 9 a.m. at Wakon Iron 
Chapel with burial following 
at Pawhuska Cemetery. Pau-
la’s last Osage Feast was at 
Wakon Iron immediately fol-
lowing the burial.

Paula will be dearly missed 
by all family and friends hear-
ing the words “Well, hello,” 
will never be the same!

Kendrick McCartney John-
son Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements.

Rosemary Julia  
Mashunkashey-Jones

Rosemary Julia Mashunk-
ashey-Jones, 80, of Oklahoma 
City, passed away on Wednes-
day, Nov. 1, 2017 at Integris 
Southwest Medical Center in 
Oklahoma City.

She was born in Hominy, 
Okla., on July 30, 1937 to Reu-
ben Edward, and Mary Louise 
(Pitts) Mashunkashey. She 
graduated from Hominy High 
School and grew up attending 
the Friends Church in Homi-
ny. She moved from Hominy 

to Fairfax, Va., and lived there 
for 25 years. She retired to 
Bartlesville and attended the 
Methodist Church. She spent 
her last few years in Oklaho-
ma City. 

Rosemary is survived by: 
one daughter, Kelly Maytub-
by, of Oklahoma City; two 
sons, Mark Jones, of Fairfax, 
Va., and Craig Jones, and wife 
Irine, of Albuquerque, N.M.; 
four grandchildren, Bruce 
Maytubby Jr., Lexie Maytub-
by, Cody Jones, and Ben Jones; 
two sisters, Evelyn Neely, of 
Tulsa, Okla., and Olivia Bris-
tow, of Olney, Md.; former son-
in-law, Bruce Maytubby Sr.; 
five nieces and nephews, Scott 
Neely, Dawn Pracht, Lisa 
Neely-Mantich, Robin Bris-
tow, Michael Bristow, and nu-
merous cousins and additional 
nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death by 
her parents, Reuben and Mary 
Mashunkashey.

The funeral service was held 
at 10 a.m., Saturday, Nov. 4, at 
the Friends Church in Homi-
ny, with the Pastor David Na-
gle officiating. Burial followed 
services at A.J. Powell Memo-
rial Cemetery in Hominy.

Lois Lorine Shadlow
Lois Lorine Shadlow, 87 

years, life-long resident of 
Hominy, Oklahoma, passed 
away on Monday, November 
20, 2017 at Saint Francis Hos-
pital in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Lois was a proud tribal 
member of the Osage Nation 
with also Otoe-Missouria and 
Pueblo ancestry. She was born 
in Hominy, Oklahoma on April 
29, 1930 to William Theodore 
and Harriette Claudia (Ham-
ilton) Shadlow. She attended 
and graduated from Hominy 
High School and then went on 

OSAGE NATION JOBS: To 
apply for a position with the 
Osage Nation go to www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/oppor-
tunities/job-listings/applica-
tion-form.

Applicants are welcome to at-
tach a resume and/or cover letter 
in addition. Please note that all 
applicants tentatively selected 
for employment with the Osage 
Nation will be required to sub-
mit to a urinalysis to screen for 
illegal drug use. Employment 
will be contingent upon drug 
test results. OSAGE / VETER-
AN / INDIAN PREFERENCE 
IS CONSIDERED. Verification 
of preference must be included 
with application. For questions 
please contact Taryn Crawford, 
Osage Nation Employee Recruit-
ment Specialist at (918) 287-5445 
or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

Archaeologist – Pawhuska 
Master’s degree in Anthropology, 
with specialization in archaeology 
required; or a Bachelor’s degree 
if actively working toward com-
pletion of Mater’s degree. Must 
have experience with archaeolog-
ical survey and cultural resource 
management (CRM); and, the 
incumbent will be expected to de-
velop the ability to conduct review 
of National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) and National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 
106 compliance notifications. Reg-
ular full time. Salary: $64,085 

Chief Executive Officer – 
Pawhuska Master’s Degree in 
Healthcare Administration, Hos-
pital Administration, Business 
Administration, Public Admin-
istration or closely related field. 
At least eight (8) years of directly 
related experience in a leadership 
role with a community healthcare 
facility. Membership as a Fellow 
in the American College of Health-
care Executive preferred. Must 
possess strong verbal and written 
communication skills. Regular full 
time. Salary: $115,400 - $173,000

Grants Management Spe-
cialist – Pawhuska Requires 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration, Public Adminis-
tration, Political Science, English, 
Literature, Journalism, Account-
ing or other Bachelor’s degree 
which requires a high level of 
writing skill; and at least 2 years’ 
experience in developing, writing 
and managing grants. Regular full 
time. Salary: $52,100 - $77,800 

Cultural Specialist – Pawhus-

ka Requires knowledge of history 
of the Osage Nation. Must have 
knowledge, experience, participa-
tion, and involvement in Osage 
Tradition and Culture as prac-
ticed by the Osage People. Bach-
elor’s Degree in Museum Studies, 
Travel Industries, Communica-
tions, Marketing or related fields 
preferred. Experience in the Trav-
el/Tourism/Hospitality industry a 
plus. Regular part time. Salary: 
$11.50/hr. 

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed to 
provide Osage students with work 
experience in their chosen field of 
study. The program is designed 
to serve enrolled members of the 
Osage Nation with a minimum of 
61+ hours completed in an accred-
ited college or university degree 
program. Regular temporary full 
time.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To ap-
ply for a position with Osage Ca-
sino go to www.osagecasinos.com/
careers

Director of Facilities – Tulsa 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration, Construction 
Management, Engineering or 
substantially related area from 
a four-year college or universi-
ty plus seven (7) or more years 
in of progressively responsible 
experience in construction or fa-
cilities management is required; 
fifteen (15) years experience pro-
gressively responsible experience 
in facilities management, pref-
erably including director – level 
oversight of multiple large facil-
ities; an equivalent combination 
of education plus director – level 
management experience with-
in specific area of responsibility. 
Regular full time. 

Shift Supervisor – Bartles-
ville Bachelor’s degree in Busi-
ness Administration, Hospitality 
or Gaming plus three (3) months 
of job related work experience to 
include casino operations and su-
pervisory experience in a related 
department or business or an As-
sociate’s degree in Business Ad-
ministration, Management, and 
six (6) months or more of job re-
lated work experience to include 
casino operations and supervisory 
experience in a related depart-
ment or business; or a High School 
Diploma/GED and one (1) year of 
job related work experience to in-
clude casino operations and su-
pervisory experience in a related 

department or business. Regular 
full time. 

Casino Services Agent – Pawhus-
ka Must be 18 years of age or old-
er. High School Diploma/GED. 
Prior cash handling experience 
required. Gaming, Hospitality or 
Customer Service industry experi-
ence preferred. Regular full time. 

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs 
Six months experience in custom-
er service or hospitality. Must be 
18 years of age or older. Must be 
able to pass background check, 
with no prior convictions of any 
felonies. Regular full time. 

Main Bank Cashier – Sand 
Springs High school diploma 
or GED required. Prior cash – 
handling experience required. 
Requires experience in guest ser-
vices or casino operations; prior 
cage cashier experience preferred. 
Regular full time. 

C – Store Casher – Ponca City 
High School Diploma or GED. 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Six months of cash handling or 
customer service experience.  Reg-
ular part time. 

EVS Attendant – Bartlesville 
Six months experience in custom-
er service or hospitality. Must be 
18 years of age or older. Must be 
able to pass background check, 
with no prior convictions of any 
felonies. Regular full time. 

Casino Services Agent – Bar-
tlesville Must be 18 years of age 
or older. High School Diploma/
GED. Prior cash handling experi-
ence required. Gaming, Hospital-
ity or Customer Service industry 
experience preferred. Regular full 
time. 

Security Officer – Sand 
Springs High School Diploma/
GED and 6 months of previous 
work experience. Gaming Hospi-
tality or Customer Service indus-
try preferred. Regular full time. 

Retail Cashier – Tulsa High 
School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experi-
ence. Gaming Hospitality or Cus-
tomer Service industry preferred. 
Regular full time. 

Food and Beverage Supervi-
sor – Bartlesville High School 
Diploma or GED. Bachelor’s De-
gree preferred. One year of food 
and beverage experience. Must be 
21 years of age. Regular full time. 

Cocktail Server – Ponca City 
Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Females must be able to fit a size 
8 or smaller for women’s attire. 

Males must be able to fit a size 36 
waist for men’s attire. High School 
Diploma/GED. Regular part time. 

Bartender – Ponca City High 
School Diploma/GED. Six months 
customer service experience pre-
ferred. Must be 21 years of age.  
Regular part time. 

Restaurant Server – Sand 
Springs High School Diploma/
GED and 6 months of previous 
work experience. Gaming Hospi-
tality or Customer Service indus-
try preferred. Regular full time. 

Main Bank Cashier – Pawhus-
ka High School Diploma/GED 
required. Prior cash-handling ex-
perience required. Requires expe-
rience in guest services or casino 
operations; prior cage cashier ex-
perience preferred. Regular full 
time. 

Soft Count – Drop Manager – 
Tulsa Must be at least 21 years of 
age. Five (5) years of progressive-
ly responsible experience within 
area of responsibility to include 2 
years of any level of management 
required. Regular full time. 

Count Team Attendant – Pon-
ca City Must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED. 
6 months previous work experi-
ence required. Regular full time. 

Casino Host – Hominy Associ-
ate’s Degree in Hospitality, Mar-
keting or related field. Two years 
of high volume casino hospitality 
business experience. Regular full 
time. 

Valet Attendant – Tulsa High 
School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experi-
ence. Gaming Hospitality or Cus-
tomer Service industry preferred. 
Regular part time. 

Surveillance Supervisor – 
Sand Springs Must be at least 
18 years of age. A minimum of 
one year of casino experience re-
quired, an Associate’s degree may 
be considered in lieu of casino ex-
perience. Regular full time. 

Security Officer – Skiatook 
Must be at least 18 years of age. 
High School Diploma/GED. 6 
months previous work experience 
required. Regular full time. 

Casino Host – Ponca City Asso-
ciate’s Degree in Hospitality, Mar-
keting or related field. Two years 
of high volume casino hospitality 
business experience. Bachelor’s 
Degree in Marketing, Sales, or re-
lated field preferred. Regular full 
time. 

Maintenance Technician – 

Tulsa Must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED 
and 6 months of previous work 
experience. Gaming, Hospitali-
ty or Customer Service industry 
preferred. Minimal of two to three 
years of experience in position re-
lated to assigned duties required. 
Regular full time. 

Marketing Database Analyst – 
Tulsa Must be at least 21 years 
of age. Bachelor’s Degree in Busi-
ness Administration, Marketing, 
MIS or substantially related field 
plus a minimum of two (2) years’ 
experience in casino gaming in-
dustry; or five (5) years’ experi-
ence progressively responsible 
experience in analytics and re-
porting. Regular full time. 

Security Officer – Skiatook 
High School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experi-
ence. Gaming Hospitality or Cus-
tomer Service industry preferred. 
Regular Full Time 

Casino Host – Ponca City Asso-
ciate’s Degree in Hospitality, Mar-
keting or related field. Two years 
of high volume casino hospitality 
business experience. Regular full 
time. 

Maintenance Technician – 
Tulsa Must be at least 18 years 
of age. High School Diploma/GED 
and 6 months of previous work 
experience. Gaming, Hospitali-
ty or Customer Service industry 
preferred. Minimal of two to three 
years of experience in position re-
lated to assigned duties required. 
Regular full time. 

Marketing Database Analyst – 
Tulsa Must be at lest 21 years of 
age. Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration, Marketing, MIS 
or substantially related field plus 
a minimum of two (2) years’ expe-
rience in casino gaming industry; 
or five (5) years’ experience pro-
gressively responsible experience 
in analytics and reporting. Regu-
lar full time. 

Short Order Cook – Bartles-
ville Six (6) months of previous 
work experience in the food indus-
try. Must be 18 years of age. Reg-
ular full time. 

Restaurant Server – Ponca 
City Must be at least 18 years of 
age. High School Diploma/GED 
required. Gaming, Hospitality, 
Food, Beverage or Customer Ser-
vice industry preferred. Regular 
part time. 
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Without ReservationsLetters to
the Editor

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Thank You, Osage 
Minerals Council 

I was PLEASED to see the article on 
the Osage Minerals Council in which 
they voted to sue the Osage Nation 
over Mineral Estate Ownership. I was 
not happy to see the vote was 4-3 in fa-
vor as I would have been much happier 
to see 7-0 in favor to sue. I am also glad 
the suit will be based on a legal opinion 
from an established law firm and not an 
option from Osages that are not share-
holders. When the Original allottees 
or their legal descendants voted on the 
new government is was with the clear 
understanding that there would be a 
separation of legal authority over what 
the Osage Nation (Congress) could say 
about the mineral trust and vice ver-
sa. There was a real concern that the 
individuals that became the new mem-
bers of the Osage Nation would even-
tually attempt to share in the benefits, 
either land rights or mineral wealth, 
of the Osage land. Now, based on my 
understanding of the law, I felt as 
does Minerals Councilwoman Erwin, 
but I would state it a little different-
ly. Simply said, the Minerals Estate 
is property owned by the shareholders 
because the original land and minerals 
therein were purchased for and by the 
original allottees of the original tribe, 
using American money and under the 
existing property laws under which the 
United States of America courts are 
governed. So, if that principle needs to 
be clarified once again, let’s do it quick-
ly and put this slippery slope to bed 
once and for all. 

–Gregory Woodell
Bentonville, Ark.

Minerals Council lawsuit 
against Nation is a waste  
of shareholder money

I’m confused why the Osage Miner-
als Council is suing our Nation. Who 
in their right mind thought this was 
a good idea? I thought the Osage Min-
erals Council was voted to represent 
its shareholders, but you seem to be 
wasting shareholder money on a friv-

olous lawsuit. As a headright holder, I 
don’t remember receiving any surveys 
from the OMC asking for my opinion 
or input. I would much rather have 
the money from this frivolous lawsuit 
spent on hiring a respected consultant 
(like Deloitte, PwC, Ernst & Young or 
KPMG) to advise us on how to max-
imize the minerals estate such as 
claiming royalties from the entire life 
of the product, instead of a one-time  
leasing fee. 

I am very proud of our Osage Nation 
Constitution. When you took office, you 
swore to defend that document, yet 
you are doing the exact opposite. I feel 
several members of the Osage Miner-
als Council have lost their way; they’ve 
become unfocused. I believe in change 
and progress; in moving forward, not 
going backwards. That’s why I will 
not support those who defend break-
ing away from the Osage Nation. As a 
reminder, those who voted to sue the 
Osage Nation were:

• Stephanie Erwin (the resolution’s  
sponsor)

• Cynthia Boone

• Kathryn Red Corn

• Joe Cheshewalla

I beg the gang of five to make your 
wrong right and rescind your lawsuit 

immediately. Get back to work on 
something meaningful and maximize 
royalties from our land.

Reminder, all Osage Mineral Coun-
cil representatives will be up for re-
election June 4, 2018…get out and cast 
your vote!

–Jeff Peak,
Santa Monica, CA

CORRECTION: Due to an editing error in Rosemary Woods column 
“The Constitution and the Mineral Estate” that appeared in the Novem-
ber 2017 edition of the Osage News, she did not write the OMC resolution 
asked the council to file a lawsuit. She wrote that the council approved a res-
olution to allow their attorneys to research the feasibility of a lawsuit. The 
column was corrected online on Nov. 20, 2017. The Osage News regrets  
the error.

December 18th
is the deadline for

all submissions for the
January issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
604 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

hOMInY
–from Page 14

MuRRaY
–from Page 6

line to vote via electronic means. 
DeRoin, Willcox and Mitts signed 
a paper verifying they could identi-
fy Wetselline as a village resident. 
For voting, Wetselline was allowed 
to Face Time by cell phone into the 
chapel so election staff and the vil-
lage committee could identify her 
by appearance and photo identi-
fication and so she could see the 
list of nominees. Wetselline then 
shared her votes with Lockett and 
Hazen who wrote her voting choic-
es on a paper to be included with 
the other votes.    

The election voting results are: 
Shadlow - 23, Fields - 19, Willcox - 
18, DeRoin - 17, Waller - 16, Mitts 
- 13, Maker - 11, Pratt Jr. - 10 and 
Gray - 6.

Shadlow said the new board will 
hold its first meeting at the village 
chapel on Monday Nov. 13 at 7 p.m. 
At that time, the committee will 
decide on officers to serve as chair-
man, vice-chairman and secretary.

OBItuaRIes
–from Page 16

to attend business school in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. Lois worked over forty 
years as a fund distributor for the United States Bureau of Indian Affairs. 
She belonged to the Native American Church.

Lois is survived by: 2 nephews: William Shadlow of Hominy, OK and Timo-
thy Shadlow of Tulsa, OK and many other nieces, nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews, family and friends.

Lois is preceded in death by: her parents; her sister, Barbara Loy Shadlow; 
2 brothers: Alvin Lloyd Shadlow and Amos Franklin Shadlow; 2 nephews: 
Amos Shadlow, Jr. and William Martin Shadlow.

Traditional Osage Services were held on November 24, 2017 at the Shad-
low family residence in the Osage Village in Hominy with Johnny Red Eagle 
officiating. Pallbearers were: Michael Kidder, Joseph Kidder, Gregory Kid-
der, Lance Goodfox, William Kemble and Otto Hamilton. Honorary pallbear-
ers were: Dennis Kidder and Sonny Abbott. Head Cook was Andrea Kemble. 
Cedarmen and Watermen were: Gideon Goodeagle, Sr., Gideon Goodeagle, 
Jr. and Joe Ben Mashunkashey. Burial followed the services at the AJ Powell 
Memorial Cemetery in Hominy.

Powell Funeral Home was entrusted with the arrangements. Online  
condolences and memories may be left in the guestbook at PowellFuneral 
Service.com.

it to see exactly how close they were. I 
thought of the Wah Zha Zhi men who 
went hunting among the herds and the 
bravery they had, and of the women 
who worked with the hides and meat of 
those large animals. The bison stopped 
and when they’d looked us over, ran to 
an adjacent corral. 

In the parking area, ranchers in 
cowboy hats stood near their trucks, 
and I spoke to friends, while people 
went home to family and dinner. I had 
a good feeling. I was grateful to have 
been invited to welcome the animals, 
to have been, as the Chief said, at the 
right place at the right time. 

I drove the county road through 
veils of dust dissolving in evening 
light, and thought about Anya getting 
down from the tailgate where she was 
sitting to hug me and introduce me as 
her grandmother’s friend. This is what 
being Osage is about, our family and 
friends, our history, the land and our  
Osage ways.

How to submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please 

mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 604 Ki-
hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send an email to sshaw@
osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, 
and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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The 
Osage public 

can submit ques-
tions for the candidates 

prior to the debates. Please stipu-
late which debate your question is for. For 

more information, please email us at osagenews@
osagenation-nsn.gov, message us on Facebook, or call us 

at (918) 287-5668. 

All Candidate Debates will be held at the Osage Hotel & Casino Skiatook. All debates 
will be live streamed. All newspaper coverage of the debates will appear in the Osage News 

May Special Election Edition. 

Watch the Osage News Facebook and Twitter pages for updates. If the Primary Election for Principal 
Chief and Assistant Principal Chief is canceled the Osage News will not hold a debate on Feb. 17.

Times to be announced. The Tulsa League of Women Voters will moderate and time the candidates during the debate.
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