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10th Circuit rules Osage
Minerals Council can seek
damages from wind company
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Osage News

DENVER — A three-judge 
panel with the 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals has opened 
the door for the Osage Nation 
to collect damages from a con-
troversial wind farm project. 

In a unanimous decision 
issued Sept. 18, the pan-
el reversed and remanded a 
September 2015 summary 
judgment from the Northern 
District Court of Oklahoma 
that allowed Osage Wind and 
its parent company, Enel 
Green Power North America, 
to conduct excavation work in 
order to set up 84 wind tur-
bines across 8,400 acres in 
western Osage County with-
out a mining permit from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs or ap-
proval from the Osage Miner-
als Council. 

“The Osage Nation, acting 
through OMC [Osage Miner-
als Council] in fact owns the 
beneficial interest in the min-
eral estate that is the subject 
to the appeal,” Judge David 
Ebel wrote in the panel’s 27-

page decision. “The district 
court’s decision forced OMC 
to watch from the sidelines 
as Osage Wind disrupted the  
mineral estate…”

In an effort to install the 
turbine foundations near Bur-
bank, Oklahoma, Osage Wind 
dug pits measuring 60 feet 
wide and 30 feet deep. In the 
process, it excavated more 
than 60,000 cubic yards of 
limestone, dolomite and oth-

er minerals, ran the smaller 
chunks through a rock crush-
er, then returned them to the 
earth, thus prompting a debate 
on the definition of “mining.” 

Under federal statute, any 
mining activity conducted 
in Osage County requires a 
permit from the BIA. Nei-
ther Enel Green Power North 
America nor its subsidiary, 

Osage News 2014 File Photo

From left: Council members Cynthia Boone, Kathryn Red Corn, 
Stephanie Erwin, Joe Cheshewalla, Chairman Everett Waller, Galen 
Crum, Talee Redcorn and Andrew Yates after they took their oaths 
of office in 2014.

Osage Minerals Council votes 
to sue Osage Nation over 
Mineral Estate ownership
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

In a vote of 4-3, the Third Osage Minerals Council passed 
a resolution Sept. 20 to sue the Osage Nation over owner-
ship of the Osage Mineral Estate. 

According to the resolution, sponsored by Councilwoman 
Stephanie Erwin and based in part on the legal opinion of 
Fredericks Peebles & Morgan LLP, Erwin alleges that the 
mineral estate belongs to Osage headright holders and not 
the Osage Nation. She said when the 2006 Osage Nation 
Constitution was ratified, it was in violation of the 1906 
Osage Allotment Act. 

Erwin said during a Sept. 20 council meeting an “uncon-
stitutional taking” of the mineral estate took place from the 
headright holders when the new government was formed. 
She alleged the 31st Osage Tribal Council acted outside of 
their authority, that the property rights of the headright 
holders have been violated and that it was also a violation of 
the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968. 

“Because of this I think we need to go in and have our at-
torney file for breach of trust to get your property back, it’s 
your property,” she said to headright holders. “At no time 
were you ever paid for it. We still live in the United States of 
America. You cannot take something away from somebody 
they have paid for without paying for it ... We need to get 
this clarified and the only way we can do that is to file for a 
breach of trust.”

Voting yes to sue the Nation were council members Er-
win, Boone, Kathryn Red Corn and Joe Cheshewalla. Voting 
no was Chairman Everett Waller, Andrew Yates and Crum. 
Councilman Talee Redcorn was absent. 

Headright holders are individuals who own interest in a 
headright. Commonly called Osage shareholders, or annui-
tants, headright holders are paid a quarterly royalty for oil 
and gas production from the mineral estate. Prior to the for-
mation of the 2006 government, only headright holders had 
the right to vote in Osage elections and it was based on the 
percentage of the interest they owned. 

In 2004, the U.S. Congress enacted Public Law 108-431, 
118 Stat. 2609, which reaffirmed the sovereign right of the 
Osage people to reform its own government. In 2006, the 
Constitution was signed and the government was reformed, 
doing away with the Tribal Council and giving all Osages a 
right to membership and a right to vote.

Article 15
According to Article 15 of the Constitution, “the Osage 

Mineral Estate is reserved to the Osage Nation. The gov-
ernment of the Osage Nation shall have the perpetual ob-
ligation to ensure the preservation of the Osage Mineral 
Estate.” Article 15 also creates the minerals council, its du-
ties and jurisdiction. 

The minerals council is an “independent agency within 
the Osage Nation” responsible for managing the mineral es-
tate in accordance with the 1906 Allotment Act, according to 
the Constitution.

Lawsuits
The role of the minerals council, ownership of the miner-

als estate, minerals council elections, and their role with-
in the Osage Nation have all been challenged by headright 
holders in some form at the federal level. All lawsuits have 
been unsuccessful. Minerals council authority has also been 
challenged in the Osage Nation courts. 

Tulsa Osage Casino and Hotel project  
celebrated with a ‘topping off ’ ceremony
Benny Polacca
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. – A celebra-
tion of progress took place as 
Osage Casino officials hosted 
a Sept. 18 “topping off cere-
mony” for the final beam to be 
installed on the $150 million 
Tulsa casino and hotel project 
still under construction.

Osage Nation government 
officials and dignitaries along 
with Tulsa area officials came 
together to celebrate the occa-
sion in front of the construc-
tion project next to the current 

All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

The Tulsa Osage Casino and Hotel project is being built next to the cur-
rent casino. The new hotel tower is under construction. The Topping Off 
Ceremony was held on Sept. 18.

Osage Nation asserts Water Sovereignty 
and issues first water well drilling permit
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

SKIATOOK, Okla. – Osage 
Nation Environmental and 
Natural Resources Director 
Jann Hayman handed a piece 
of paper to Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear on the 
grounds of the Skiatook Osage 
Casino. The paper was the 
first-ever water well drilling 
permit issued by the Nation.

“It’s just a piece of paper in 
one respect, but it’s huge for 
us,” Standing Bear said. “This 
is the first permit ever issued 
by this government, and to 
me it’s historical. And I know 
to some it’s just a piece of pa-

Courtesy Photo/Osage Casinos

The water well site west of the Skiatook Osage Casino. From left: Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, Cameron Chesbro, Morgan Currey, Jann 
Hayman, Tom Ashmore, Hollie Wells, Mark Simms, Craig Walker, Byron 
Bighorse and Kimberly Pearson.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

More than 80 wind turbines dot the Osage County landscape along High-
way 60, approximately 15 miles west of Pawhuska.
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Courtesy Photo

The new cards for the Nation’s Health Benefit Plan are red with a blue fan 
spreading across the front. The cards were designed by Addie Roanhorse. 
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Osage Congress approves $450,000 
for burial assistance fund
Benny Polacca
Osage News

For the 2018 fiscal year, the 
Fifth Osage Nation Congress 
voted to replenish the burial 
assistance fund with $450,000 
to assist families who apply for 
the benefit to help cover funer-
al costs for their loved ones.

On Sept. 25, the Congress 
unanimously voted 10-0 to 
pass bill ONCA 17-74 (spon-
sored by Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards) to autho-
rize the $450,000 appropria-
tion from tribal funding in the 
general treasury.

“This is our best estimate of 
the amount needed for the cal-
endar year to support Osage 
families in need of assistance 
for last rites, burial, cremation, 
celebration of life of their loved 
ones, I urge your support,” Ed-
wards said to the Congress be-
fore the vote took place.

10 voted “yes” for the buri-
al assistance money with two 
absences from Congress mem-
bers Otto Hamilton and Ron 

Shaw that day. Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear signed 
the bill for the appropriation 
to take effect with FY 2018, 
which started Oct. 1.

The $450,000 appropriation 
is a $200,000 increase from 
the FY 2017 burial assistance 
appropriation, which was 
$250,000. The burial assis-
tance fund neared depletion 
during the summer prompt-
ing Standing Bear to issue a 
proclamation for an Aug. 25 
special session to appropri-
ate $110,000 to the fund that 
would cover burial assistance 
needs through Sept. 30.

According to ONCA 17-74, 
the burial assistance fund-
ing is also appropriated to 
carry out the mandate in the 
Osage Constitution under Ar-
ticle XVI – Osage Culture and 
Language. That section reads: 
“The Osage People have the 
inherent right to preserve and 
foster their historic, linguis-
tic and cultural lifeways. The 
Osage Nation shall protect and 
promote the language, culture 

and traditional ways of the 
Osage People.”

The Nation offers burial as-
sistance with the maximum 
assistance amount at $5,000 
per person. Applications for 
burial assistance are submit-
ted to the Nation’s Constituent 
Services Office and funding for 
the benefit program is replen-
ished as needed through tribal 
funding appropriations con-
sidered and approved by the 
Osage Congress.

For questions on the burial 
assistance benefit, contact Ale-
cia Hutchins or Darian Look-
out at the Constituent Services 
Office at (918) 287-5679 or 
Financial Assistance Direc-
tor Jennifer Oberly at (918) 
287-5560 or email constitu-
entservices@osagenation-nsn.
gov. The Constituent Ser-
vices website contains forms 
and information on burial 
assistance and other office  
services at: www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/con-
stituent-services.

Courtesy Photo/Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt

The Osage Nation flag flies high above the former First National Bank 
building in downtown Pawhuska. The historic building is catty-corner 
to Ree Drummond’s The Pioneer Woman Mercantile on Main Street.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Members of the Fifth Osage Nation Congress gather for a photo on 
the roof of the former First National Bank building after wrapping the 
2017 Tzi-Zho Session on Sept. 29. The Nation purchased the building 
in 2015 and the Legislative Branch/ Congressional Offices are now 
housed in the four-story building.

Revised election code moves filing 
dates for ON Congress positions
Benny Polacca
Osage News

For the 2018 Osage Nation 
general election, the filing 
period will change for those 
running for the Legislative 
Branch after the Fifth ON 
Congress passed a bill updat-
ing the Osage election code.

On Sept. 29, the Congress 
approved bill ONCA 17-107 
(sponsored by Congresswoman 
Alice Buffalohead), which is 
an “Act to govern the conduct 
of Osage Nation elections” for 
the legislative and executive 
branches, as well as the elec-
tion for the retention of ON 
judges in the Judicial Branch.

The updated election code 
passed after several meetings 
and discussions between the 
Election Office, its board and 
the Congressional government 
operations committee regard-
ing election law amendments. 
According to a revised ver-
sion of the bill considered in 
committee, the filing date for 
Osages interested in running 
for Congress is now “between 
the first Tuesday in Febru-
ary and the second Monday 
in March for elections to be 

held in June of the same year,” 
which is Feb. 6 and March 12 
of 2018.

In the 2016 election, the 
Congressional candidates had 
a nearly two-week filing peri-
od in March. Election officials 
initially sought a filing period 
change to alleviate conflicting 
and close deadlines in the elec-
tion process. A prior effort to 
revise the election code failed 
during a summer special ses-
sion, which proposed moving 
the Congressional candidate 
filing period with the Execu-
tive Branch candidate filing 
period in December with that 
revised version voted down.

The Executive Branch can-
didate filing period will remain 
the same with that respective 
branch’s filing period designat-
ed “between the first Tuesday 
in December and the second 
Monday in January for the 
primary election to be held in 
April and the general election 
to be held in June of the same 
year,” which is Dec. 5 and  
Jan. 8, 2018.

The revised election code 
states a primary election will 
be held on the first Monday of 
April (April 2) in even-num-

bered years for Executive 
Branch offices (Principal Chief 
and Assistant Principal Chief), 
but if two or fewer candidates 
file for that office then “those 
candidates shall advance to 
the general or special election 
and no primary election for 
those offices shall be held.”

The primary election in 
2014 was held in March. 

For the Judicial Branch, 
the judges who sit on the 
three-member Supreme Court 
or serve as the Chief Trial 
Court Judge are all appoint-
ed by the Principal Chief and 
are all subject to Congressio-
nal confirmation to serve four-
year terms. Once the initial 
four-year term expires, those 
respective judges are eligible 
to stand for a retention vote 
to serve another four-year  
term, according to the Osage 
Constitution. 

The filing period for the 
retention vote for the four 
Judicial Branch positions is 
“between the first Tuesday in 
February and the second Mon-
day in March” which is the 
same filing period for the six 
Congressional seats that will 
open in the June election.

WageWorks Inc. selected to administer 
Nation’s Health Benefit Plan
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

WageWorks Inc. has been 
selected as the Osage Nation’s 
new administrator for its 
Health Benefit Plan. 

According to a letter from 
Principal Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear to tribal members 
dated Aug. 23, WageWorks 
out performs HealthSmart in 
call response time, first call 
resolution, claims processing 
and claims reimbursement. 
The Health Benefit Plan has 
been offered to tribal members  
since 2008. 

Information on WageWorks 
has been mailed to all tribal 
members. It is important to 
keep mailing addresses up to 
date with the offices of Con-
stituent Services, the Election 
Office and the Osage News. 

The Nation currently offers 
a $500 Health Benefit card 
to all tribal members, and a 
$1,000 Health Benefit card to 
all tribal members over the age 
of 65. The card is also getting a 
new look, changing from blue 
to red, with a blue fan splay-
ing across the card. The old 
HealthSmart cards will deac-
tivate on Dec. 31 at midnight. 

The Fifth Osage Nation Con-
gress approved $9.3 million to 
fund the Health Benefit Plan 

on Sept. 18. The appropriation 
funds the Medigap coverage 
(Plan F) and a new program 
this year, Plan D, which is a 
prescription drug benefit.

Tribal members’ 2018 
Health Benefit accounts will 
be accessible Jan. 1, 2018 if 
they enroll online before Oct. 
31. Claims processing will also 
begin Jan. 1. 

For more information 
about WageWorks and up-
coming deadlines, visit the 
Nation’s website at https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
member-services/health-bene-
fits-information-wageworks 

Online enrollment
Online enrollment for the 

Health Benefit Plan is current-
ly open and closes on Oct. 31. 
However, tribal members can 
still enroll by downloading an 
application from the Constit-
uent Services website or con-
tacting Constituent Services 
for an application after the 
Oct. 31 deadline. 

WageWorks is also compat-
ible with smartphones. Tribal 
members can download the app 
EZ Receipts and file claims. To 
learn more visit www.wage-
works.com/aboutmobile 

For more information 
about WageWorks, visit the 
Nation’s website at https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
member-services/health-bene-
fits-information-wageworks
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Osage Congress approves 
$8.1 million for higher
education scholarships
Benny Polacca
Osage News

For the 2017-18 school year, the Fifth Osage Nation Con-
gress approved an $8.1 million appropriation to replenish 
the Nation’s Higher Education Scholarship Fund.

On Sept. 14, the Congress unanimously passed bill ONCA 
17-73 (sponsored by Congresswoman Shannon Edwards) for 
the scholarship funding on Day 14 of the Tzi-Zho Session. 
The $8.1 million will come out of tribal funding in the trea-
sury to fund scholarships for Osage students awarded fund-
ing for their higher education studies.

According to the bill, “the purpose of this legislation is to 
carry out the constitutional mandate of the Osage Constitu-
tion by appropriating funds for direct services to all Osages 
in the areas of health, education and culture. This appro-
priation is specifically for the education of the Osage people 
through the Higher Education Scholarship Fund.”

Before the vote, Edwards referred to scholarships as a 
direct service that “changes more lives than anything else 
that we do as a Nation, as leaders, as families, this puts our 
students in a position of being able to mostly pursue higher 
education free of debt – now it doesn’t cover everything – If 
I had my way, I would figure out a way to do that, but there 
are other priorities.”

According to a fiscal analysis of the bill, the $8.1 million 
will come out of 2018 fiscal year revenue and notes: “This 
legislation reflects an amount needed to fund the higher ed-
ucation scholarships through the Fall 2018 semester. This 
amount projects an average number of 1,036 awards will 
be given in the Spring and Fall Terms of 2018. There was 
a minimal decrease in the number of initial award applica-
tions for the 2017-18 academic calendar, however the an-
ticipated expense is based on no significant decrease in the 
number of estimated awards to be given.”

For semester and other costs, the analysis says the $8.1 
million will be spent assuming “the awards for Fall of 2018 
to be $4 million and $3.5 million for the Spring of 2018 with 
an additional $500,000 for the Summer of 2018. Administra-
tive fees (for the third-party scholarship administrator), de-
gree incentives and other funding for awards and the Field 
of Study Internships are also included.” 

Fiscal analysis reports for Congressional appropriation 
bills are prepared by Budget Analyst Clayton Eli Potts who 
is part of the Congressional staff employed in the Legisla-
tive Branch.

Edwards noted she is aware of a recent increase in in-
state tuition fees at Oklahoma state colleges and universi-
ties and would be proposing another Congressional bill that 
seeks to increase scholarship amounts by 5 percent to go 
with the increase set earlier this summer at the state level. 

In June, the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Educa-
tion voted for the increase, meaning “tuition and mandato-
ry fees for in-state undergraduate students will increase an 
average of 5.3 percent statewide for the 2017-18 academic 
year,” according to the regents website.

Edwards also noted she is hopeful a pending resolution 
seeking a $5 million increase in tribal funding from the 
ON Gaming Enterprise will be sufficient to help cover the 
increase in scholarship awards to those impacted by the 
Oklahoma tuition increase for the spring and winter school 
terms.

Also on Sept. 20, Edwards introduced ONCR 14-47 on 
behalf of sponsor Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn who 
was absent (with eight other Congress members listed as 
cosponsors), which is a resolution “requesting the Osage Na-
tion Gaming Enterprise Board include a ($45 million) an-
nual distribution to the Osage Nation in its Annual Plan of 
Operation for fiscal year 2018.”

ONCR 17-47 will be subject to initial consideration by the 
Congressional Commerce, Gaming and Land Committee. 
If passed, the Nation will receive an increase of $5 million 
from the Gaming Enterprise, which is casino revenue gener-
ated by the Nation’s seven Osage Casinos. Starting in 2012, 
the Nation’s government started receiving $40 million per 
fiscal year to fund its operations, independent entities, cul-
tural donations and boards/ commissions.     

For session information, Congressional meeting no-
tices and agendas for sessions and committee meetings,  
check the online Legislative Branch calendar at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/congress-legisla-
tive-branch/calendar

ON Congress approves 
$9.3 million for Health 
Benefit Fund for 2018 costs 
A new prescription 
drug benefit will now 
be available to elders, 
age 65 and older
Benny Polacca
Osage News

For the 2018 calendar year, 
the Fifth Osage Nation Con-
gress approved a $9.3 million 
appropriation to fund the Na-
tion’s Health Benefit Fund on 
Sept. 18.

On Day 12 of the Tzi-Zho 
Session the Congress unan-
imously approved the bill 
(ONCA 17-72 sponsored by 
Congresswoman Shannon Ed-
wards) during a 5 p.m. session 
meeting. According to the bill, 
the funding will come from the 
Nation’s 2018 revenue of tribal 
funding in the treasury.

According to a fiscal anal-
ysis of the bill, the appropri-
ation will fund the Nation’s 
Limited Health Benefit plan’s 
third party administrator. It 
funds the Limited Health Ben-
efit Plan, eligible to all Osages, 
and those programs for elders, 
age 65 and older. The programs 
for elders include the Medigap 
coverage (Plan F) and a new 
program this year, Plan D of 
the ON Health Benefit, which 
is a prescription drug benefit. 

The analysis also notes 
11,350 Osages currently use 
the Health Benefit and also 
notes: “The administrator of 
the Medigap coverage (avail-
able to Osage elders age 65 
and older) reports that the to-
tal cost is roughly $1.5 million 
with the annual premium es-
timated to be near $2,320 per 
elder with the ability for citi-
zens to enroll throughout the 
year. Early estimates indicate 
that roughly 400 Osages may 
choose to participate in the 
Part D coverage. Expenditures 

from the Limited Health Ben-
efit Plan are estimated to be 
$6.8 million in benefits to the 
Osage people.”

Edwards said “it is esti-
mated that this amount will 
cover under current levels 
of expenditures all the ex-
penditures out of the (health  
benefit) fund.”

ONCA 17-72 passed 12-0 
and was sent to Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear’s office 
for consideration of action. 

The Congress will next meet 
for Day 15 of the Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion at 10 a.m. Thursday Sept. 

21 at the former First National 
Bank building.

For session information, 
Congressional meeting notices 
and agendas for sessions and 
committee meetings, check 
the online Legislative Branch 
calendar at: www.osagena-
t ion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/
congress-legislative-branch/
calendar

For more information on the 
Nation’s Health Benefit Fund, 
Medigap Coverage and Plan 
D, visit www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/what-we-do/constitu-
ent-services 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Fifth Osage Nation Congress meets for the 2017 Tzi-Zho Session. 

Osage Nation partners with 
Sylvan Learning Center for sites 
in Pawhuska, Hominy and Fairfax

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

From L to R: Aaron Brown, Sylvan Learning Center representative, Mary 
Wildcat, ON Education Department Director, Dena Cosby, Lead Tribal Ed-
ucation Advocate, and Mandy McKinley, Tribal Education Advocate.

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Education 
Department has partnered 
with the Sylvan Learning 
Center to offer satellite Syl-
van Learning Center sites in 
Pawhuska, Hominy and Fair-
fax to offer tutoring for all stu-
dents in grades Kindergarten 
through 12th grade. 

“We stated some of the 
barriers that our children 
and families face in our rural 
communities, such as lack of 
transportation and gas money 
needed to commute to the Syl-
van sites,” said Mary Wildcat, 
ON Education Department 
director. “Sylvan-Owasso will 
be sending professional tu-
tors to Osage County to tutor 
our children. We prefer that 
the tutoring take place at the 
school sites after school so that 
the commute is easier for our 
students and parents.”

The partnership is not just 
for Osage children, but for 
all children, she said. Aaron 
Brown, a representative from 
the Owasso-based Sylvan 
center, and Wildcat met with 
the Superintendents for the 
Pawhuska, Hominy and Fair-
fax schools and all three school 
districts approved of the satel-
lite sites. 

Parents for the Pawhuska 
School District can sign their 
children up for the Sylvan 
tutoring program during the 
Parent Teacher Conference 
this evening (Sept. 21) at the 
Pawhuska Elementary School, 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

“We are currently working 
with the other school districts 

(Hominy and Fairfax) to set 
up enrollment nights for their 
communities,” she said. “Fol-
lowing the enrollment nights, 
Sylvan will be coming to the 
satellite sites to assess our 
kids. We hope to kick off the 
tutoring program right after 
October 1st!”

The Nation already pro-
vides tutoring for Osage chil-
dren Kindergarten through 
12th grade through their 
Osage Nation School Support  
Program (ONSSP).

“I feel like this opportunity 
(with Sylvan) will be better for 
the kids,” she said. “They will 
have the opportunity to work 
with a refreshed professional 
tutor after school.”  

She said parents of legal-
ly-enrolled Osage children can 
apply for funding assistance 
through the Osage Nation’s 
Nationwide Academic Tutor-
ing Program (NATP). They 

will be accepted for assistance 
based on eligibility require-
ments. Parents of non-Osage 
children will be responsible 
for payments through Sylvan,  
she said.

Nationwide Academic
Tutoring Program

The NATP is for Osage stu-
dents in grades Kindergarten 
through 12th grade. The pro-
gram is provided for those stu-
dents performing below grade 
level in English Language Arts 
(reading and writing), math, 
science or history. It also ap-
plies to those students who 
performed below state stan-
dards in any state mandated 
test; or those students strug-
gling to maintain a “C” or low-
er in any subject.

Parents will be required to 

What is Cultural Abuse?
Mallory Black
Strong Hearts Native Helpline

Intimate partner violence, 
in all forms, is destructive 
at its heart. Most people can 
identify the more common 
forms of abuse, which include 
physical, emotional, sexual 
and financial. One of the lesser 
known forms, cultural or spir-
itual abuse, is one of the most 
devastating, yet it is rarely 
spoken of.

For American Indians, Alas-
ka Natives and Native Hawai-
ians, spirituality is often the 
core of who we are and our way 
of life, as a people. Our culture 
and spirituality are inter-
twined and provide the foun-
dation of our lives – how we 
live, our family roles and how 
we interact with others, the 
meaning we find in our lives, 
and our sense of wellbeing.  To 
have our spirit attacked is as 
personal as an attack can get.

Spiritual abuse can be used 
to control how a person inter-
acts with the world. Some of 
these types of abusive behav-

iors can include when your 
partner:

• Belittles your beliefs, 
practices and traditions

• Prevents you from par-
ticipating in spiritual or 
cultural traditions

• Forces you to participate 
in practices (not your 
own)

• Misstating or misusing 
spiritual practices against 
you

See abuse
—Continued  on Page 4
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In 2016, members of the 
council believed they did not 
have to adhere to Osage law. 
The case, Cynthia Boone, Ev-
erett Waller, Kathryn Red 
Corn, Joseph Cheshewalla and 
Stephanie Erwin, Duly Elect-
ed Minerals Council Members 
v. Osage Nation of Oklahoma, 
went before the Osage Nation 
Supreme Court. The court 
ruled that the minerals coun-
cil is subject to the laws of the 
Nation. 

“I am not against the Con-
stitution,” Erwin said during 
the Sept. 20 meeting. “I am 
against the Osage Mineral Es-
tate belonging to the Nation. 
It belongs to the annuitants, 
bought and paid for, their fam-
ilies did. And I don’t know any-
body who was paid for it.” 

Seconding Erwin was Coun-
cilwoman Cynthia Boone, who 
has sat on the minerals council 
since 2006 and has been vocal 
about her opinion of the Con-
stitution. She said if the law-

suit were to be successful and 
the outcome meant the disso-
lution of the Osage govern-
ment, that was fine with her.

“It is a well-known fact that 
I am a big supporter of the 
1906 Act ... I was here in 1995 
when an Osage government 
fell,” Boone said of the former 
National Council. 

Voicing his dissent was 
Councilman Galen Crum, who 
said to sue the Nation was a 
waste of time and money be-
cause the minerals council did 
not have the standing to bring 
the case. He also said it could 
be viewed as the council break-
ing their oaths of office, which 
is to always uphold the Consti-
tution. 

“I think this is an Osage 
problem and we need to fix it,” 
Crum said. “If we go to the fed-
eral government, we’re just go-
ing to be throwing our money 
down the rabbit hole.” 

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said he is meet-
ing with the Nation’s Attorney 
General’s Office about the case. 
He said the question of who 

the minerals estate belongs 
to has already been decided 
in two previous federal cases. 
The first was the Jech case, 
in which the Interior Board 
of Indian Appeals ruled the 
plaintiffs in the case did not 
have the standing to file suit 
against the Nation. The second 
case was the 2011 settlement 
agreement of the Highest 
Posted Price case. According 
to terms of the settlement, the 
Nation agreed they could no 
longer sue for anything related 
to the mineral estate.  

“As a headright owner, and 
Assistant Chief is also a head-
right owner, we both believe 
this is total nonsense. I talk-
ed to members of the miner-
als council and I told them 
I’m against having two tribes 
because that’s what they’re 
asking for. Separate federal 
recognition,” Standing Bear 
said. “We have not interfered 
with the mineral estate, why 
would we? We’re shareholders. 

“Two tribes. Are you kidding 
me?” 

Enel Kansas, obtained one, 
prompting the United States 
to bring litigation forward in 
2014 on behalf of the Osage  
Minerals Council. 

Federal attorneys argued 
contending that the company 
was appraised of that require-
ment but ignored it anyway 
and at one point, sped up con-
struction in an effort to finish 
its work before a federal court 
could issue a ruling. 

Attorneys for Enel and 
Osage Wind had maintained 
that their clients’ dig sites 

Osage Casino, which opened in 2005 along 36th Street North 
just west of the Osage County line. Casino and local officials 
applauded the casino and hotel project, which has been the 
largest project undertaken by the ON Gaming Enterprise. 

The Tulsa casino is the largest of the seven Osage Casinos 
and is billed as the Nation’s flagship casino, which brings in 
the most revenue to fund ON government services and the 
casino operations.

“This is a very special day for the Osage Casinos and the 
Osage people,” said Osage Casino CEO Byron Bighorse. “The 
progress of the construction on the Osage Casino and Hotel 
is exciting … we are thrilled with the development so far and 
the possibilities this casino will bring.”

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear said the new ca-
sino and hotel will “positively impact Tulsa and the sur-
rounding areas and will contribute to the economic growth of  
our Nation.”

The casino will stretch over 240,000 square feet and the 
hotel is 75,000 square-feet, according to casino officials. The 
hotel room count has increased to 141 rooms from an earlier 
reported 126 rooms. The hotel tower will also comprise six 
suites and four hospitality suites along with a fitness center 
and resort-style pool.

On the casino floor, there will be 16 table games, 1,550 elec-
tronic gaming machines and five poker tables. Amenities will 
include a sports bar and grill, a café and a brewery with a pub. 
The property will feature a 10,000-square-foot ballroom and 
three breakout rooms for conferences and special events along 
with a 25,000-square-foot multi-purpose-use space.

Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum attended the event and ap-
plauded the project, which he said will bring 435 jobs to the 
area economy and $32 million in wages and salaries for the  
Tulsa area. 

At the close of the ceremony, those officials in attendance 
were invited to sign the final white-colored beam. Afterward, 
a crane hoisted the beam to the top of the hotel tower for in-
stallation. Tulsa-based Crossland Construction Company is 
the contractor for the project and its officials led the attendees 
on a tour of the project and its catering service provided lunch 
for the mingling attendees.

Osage Casino Chief Operations Officer Joe Cooper said con-
struction progress is still on schedule and the Tulsa casino 
and hotel will open in either July or August of 2018.

All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Osage Casino CEO Byron Bighorse speaks during the Topping Off Cer-
emony on Sept. 18.

Osage Nation Congress officials sign a beam while attending the Top-
ping Off Ceremony on Sept. 18.

Osage Nation offi-
cials sign a beam 
while attending the 
Topping Off Cere-
mony on Sept. 18.

Crossland Construction Company officials lead a tour of the new 
Osage Casino and hotel project on Sept. 18.

were not mining because the 
rock was left where they found 
it, just in a different form, 
an argument dismissed by  
the panel. 

“On the merits, we hold 
that Osage Wind’s extraction, 
sorting, crushing and use of 
minerals as part of its excava-
tion work constituted ‘mineral 
development,’ thereby requir-
ing federally approved lease, 
which Osage Wind failed to ob-
tain,” Judge Ebel wrote.

 With the decision, the feder-
al government and the Osage 
Minerals Council can poten-
tially seek damages for the 
unauthorized mining activity 
conducted within the county. 

As of the morning of Sept. 
19, no hearing schedule had 
been set with the Northern 
District of Oklahoma. 

Enel did not respond to re-
quests for comment. When 
reached, Osage Minerals 
Council chairman Everett 
Waller praised the ruling as a 
“well-deserved win.” 

“What a great victory for the 
Osage shareholders,” he said. 
“The 1906 Act lives.

“I’m just proud of my coun-
cil for sticking it out. We didn’t 
have a lot of friends when we 
started this fight, but we will 
have many more of them after 
this.”

provide a copy of grades before a student is accepted, and 
upon acceptance will be required to provide grades every 
five to nine weeks. Attendance is required to participate  
in NATP. 

Osage Nation School  
Support Program

According to the Education Department’s website, “The 
ONSSP provides academic services and assistance to le-
gally enrolled members of the Osage Nation. In order to 
qualify, students must be enrolled in kindergarten through 
twelfth (K-12th) grade at a public school located within 
Osage County. A Tribal Education Advocate will monitor 
each enrolled student’s grades and attendance, obtain tu-
toring support if needed, and help them navigate through 
the college search, enrollment, and application process.”

For more information on the Sylvan tutoring program, 
please contact the Osage Education Department at (918) 
287 5300 or visit the Education’s website at www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/education-department 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News  

The Lunch with Language class for Beginner 1 (B) works on a language assessment Sept. 12. The Osage Lan-
guage Department offers community classes through May 31, 2018. 

• Practices bad medicine 
against you

For our tribal communities, 
spiritual or cultural abuse can 
look like this:

• Telling you that you’re not 
“native enough”, or if your  
partner is non-Native, 
that you’re “too Indian”

• Uses hurtful stereotypes 
to put you down (“Indians 
are drunks, lazy,” etc.)

• Prevents you from partici-
pating in ceremonies, pow 
wows, feasts

• Uses tribal membership 
against you (“My tribe 
won’t let you…”)

• Tells you that you’re not 
allowed to drum, dance, 
sing, fast or otherwise 
participate in traditions 
because of your gender

Each of these behaviors can 
deeply wound and often iso-
lates you from your communi-
ty. If your partner is behaving 
this way toward you, you may 

feel removed from your family 
and support system. You may 
be embarrassed, not know 
where to turn or who to ask for 
help.

In some cases, you may even 
feel that the abuse is the direct 
result of your culture — that 
you are being abused because 
you are Indigenous. This form 
of abuse is a directly related to 
the root causes of violence in 
our communities: colonization 
and genocide.

If your partner or loved one 
is demonstrating any of these 
behaviors or any type of abuse 
against you, please know that 
you have the inherent right 
to be safe, to lead a life free 
of abuse and to participate in 
your cultural practices and 
traditions.

The StrongHearts Native 
Helpline (1-844-762-8483) 
is a culturally appropriate, 
confidential, and anonymous 
service to American Indians, 
Alaska Natives and Native 
Hawaiians who are experienc-
ing abuse or know someone 
who is being impacted by do-
mestic violence. StrongHearts 
advocates are available Mon-
day through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. CST and are 
trained with an understand-
ing of intimate partner vio-
lence, including spiritual or 
cultural abuse. Our advocates 
can provide support and val-
idation, safety planning and 
access to resources in your  
community.

When you’re ready to talk, we  
are here.
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David Conrad was sworn in on Sept. 21 by ON Trial Court Judge Mar-
vin Stepson to serve on the Osage Nation Energy Services board.

David Conrad to serve 
on Osage Nation  
Energy Services board 
of directors
Osage News

David Conrad, the former deputy director for the U.S. 
Department of Energy Office of Indian Energy Policy and 
Programs, has been appointed and confirmed to serve on the 
Osage Nation Energy Services board of directors. 

Conrad was sworn in on Sept. 21 by ON Trial Court Judge 
Marvin Stepson and his appointment was approved by the 
Fifth Osage Nation Congress on Sept. 29 during the Tzi-Zho 
Session. 

Conrad has also served as director for Tribal and Inter-
governmental Affairs in the Office of Congressional and In-
tergovernmental Affairs. According to energy.gov, he has 20 
years of intergovernmental affairs experience in the energy, 
environmental, economic development, and natural and cul-
tural resources arenas. He also served as the Osage Nation’s 
first Director of Intergovernmental Affairs under former 
Principal Chief Jim Gray. 

He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from San-
ta Clara University and a master’s degree in Environmental 
Policy and Administration from the University of Wisconsin 
at Green Bay.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

The Water Bird Gallery in Pawhuska hosted its second Book Club meeting on Sept. 28. The book is “Killers of the 
Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI.” Author David Grann Facetime’d in for the conversation 
and answered questions about his book. The book club meets again Oct. 12 and Oct. 26.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

The Water Bird Gallery in Pawhus-
ka hosted its second Book Club 
meeting on Sept. 28. The book 
is “Killers of the Flower Moon: The 
Osage Murders and the Birth of the 
FBI.” Author David Grann Face-
time’d in for the conversation and 
answered questions about his 
book. The book club meets again 
Oct. 12 and Oct. 26.

Baptist Church holds
ordination service for Osage 
Congressman Archie Mason
Benny Polacca
Osage News

MUSKOGEE, Okla. – On 
Oct. 1, The Tulsa-based All-
Tribes Community Church 
hosted an ordination ser-
vice for Archie Mason who 
serves in both cultural and  
government roles for the  
Osage Nation.

That day, the Native Amer-
ican-focused Baptist Church 
hosted the ordination service 
for Mason at the Bacone Col-
lege Memorial Chapel. Mason, 
who serves on the ON Con-
gress is a retired Tulsa edu-
cation professional who also 
serves on the Bacone College 
Board of Trustees.

The Rev. Kyle Taylor, a Ba-
cone College instructor and 
pastor at All-Tribes Baptist 
Church, led the service for Ma-
son, who now holds the title of 
the Rev. Archie Mason. 

Church leaders then pre-
sented Mason with an ordina-
tion certificate and a Pendleton 
blanket. In the Osage culture, 
Mason is also currently the 
Head Committeeman for the 
Grayhorse District for the In-
Lon-Schka ceremonial dances 
held each June.

Mason expressed gratitude 
for the attendees which includ-
ed family, friends and acquain-
tances from the Osage Nation, 
other tribes, his personal and 
professional circles and fel-
low Osage Congress members 
who were Ron Shaw and John 
Maker. Afterward, the attend-
ees joined Mason and his fam-
ily members in the basement 
fellowship room for a lunch  
after the ordination and  
prayer service.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Baptist church officials gather around Archie Mason and say a prayer 
during an Oct. 1 ordination service for Mason at the Bacone College Me-
morial Chapel in Muskogee, Okla.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Archie Mason listens to the Rev. Kyle Taylor during an Oct. 1 service held 
for his ordination as a Reverend at the Bacone College Memorial Chapel 
in Muskogee, Okla. 

The Water Bird 
Gallery

B O O K  C L U B
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per. But everyone here under-
stands we’re talking about a 
couple of hundred years of our 
sovereignty. So, standing up 
for our water sovereignty is 
honoring all those who came 
before us, and I thank Jann 
[Hayman], and your team, and 
Mark [Simms], Kim [Pear-
son], for making this happen. 
Everybody here for making it 
happen and I’m glad to be part 
of it.”  

The water well permit was 
issued to the Osage Nation 
Gaming Enterprise for five 
years at a signing ceremony 
at the Skiatook Osage Casi-
no on Sept. 18. The Gaming 
Enterprise Board Chairman, 
Mark Simms, was on site to 
sign the permit. The drilling 
site is just west of the Skiatook  
Osage Casino. 

Executive Director for Osage 
Casinos, Kimberly Pearson, 
said “it took about six months 
to determine the right site. 
We looked at drilling in Tulsa 
originally but with the con-
struction [of the new hotel and 
casino] decided that wasn’t our 
best option.” 

Pearson said the drilling 
company they contracted with 
is Osage-owned Roper Com-
pany LLC. The company will 
be drilling for freshwater that 
will hopefully tie in to the 
Casino’s irrigation system,  
she said.

Craig Walker, Environ-
mental Project Specialist for 
the ENR Department, said 
they used an Integrated Wa-
ter Model to find the location 
for freshwater by the casino. 
In 2012, the United States 
Geological Survey did a fly 
over of Osage County to locate 
freshwater and saltwater and 
worked closely with the Na-
tion’s ENR Department. They 
developed a Scientific Investi-
gations Report 2014-5134 ti-
tled “Description of Landscape 
Features, Summary of Exist-
ing Hydrologic Data, and Iden-
tification of Data Gaps for the 
Osage Nation, Northeastern 
Oklahoma, 1890-2012.”

“That study is for the whole 
county, so we have a county-
wide model that we can use,” 
said Hayman. “From our per-

spective, especially from our 
department and the Osage 
Nation, [the USGS report] is 
going to help us manage the 
Nation’s water in the future, 
long term.”

The ENR Department is 
also working from the Osage 
Nation Water Regulations, a 
10-page document that can 
be found on the department’s 
website. The regulations were 
formed in part from the work 
by the now-dissolved Osage 
Nation Water Rights Task 
Force, which then-Congress-
man Geoffrey Standing Bear 
chaired. He dissolved the task 
force in 2015 stating, “We have 
turned ideas into actions for 
the benefit of our people and 
for the good of justice.”

According to ONCA 12-68, 
sponsored by then-Congress-
man Standing Bear and signed 
into law by then-Principal 
Chief Scott Bighorse in 2014, 
all natural resource regulatory 
authority is vested in the ENR 
Department.

Oklahoma Water  
Resource Board

Standing Bear said the wa-
ter well issue came to the fore-
front when they discovered the 
OWRB, a state entity, had is-
sued about 28 water well per-
mits in Osage County. 

“It occurred to us that they 
had no right to permit our wa-
ter. So, once we realized the 
OWRB has been permitting, 
they’re invading our territory,” 
Standing Bear said. “But we 
always try to get along with 
our neighbors and what we 
have decided to do is take a 
very peaceful approach and to 
start with permitting our own 
wells and putting everyone on 
notice that the 1.5 million-acre 
underground reservation be-
longs to the Osage people.” 

Hayman said her depart-
ment is currently working in 
conjunction with the AG’s Of-
fice to address unauthorized 
drilling.

The underground reser-
vation is the Osage Mineral 
Estate. The Bureau of Indian 
Affairs oversees the oil and gas 
drilling of the mineral estate 
and the headright holders are 
the beneficiaries. However, the 
water is under Osage Nation 
authority and is owned by the 
Osage people, said Standing 

Bear, and it must be permit-
ted.

“[It] is not only a piece of 
paper, but behind it are the 
regulations of our ENR De-
partment, and behind it are 
the laws of the Osage Nation; 
and key to all this is something 
called the 1906 Act. And then 
behind it, is the treaties with 
the Great and Little Osage,” 
he said. “That’s the chain of 
authority that was behind that 
permit for water. Our treaties, 
the 1906 Act, our Osage Con-
stitution, our Osage laws, our 
Osage regulations and the ad-
ministration. That is a lot of 
Osages struggling for a long 
time to make something hap-
pen.”

Standing Bear said the Na-
tion will begin by issuing wa-
ter permits for federal trust 
land, and next will be restrict-
ed Indian lands, which are 
lands owned by an Osage but 
are not federal trust lands.  He 
said once the Osage Nation At-
torney General’s Office gives 
approval the Nation will issue 
water well permits, to Osages 
and non-Osages alike, for the 
entire mineral estate.  

He said there would no 
doubt be naysayers and other 
non-Osage entities, like the 
OWRB, that will lay claim to 
the water, but like with the 
Osage Nation Police Depart-
ment, the Nation’s Tobacco 
Compact and the Nation’s 
Gaming Compact, it all takes 
negotiation and compromise to 
reach a settlement.

“What that means in reali-
ty is we’re going to be sitting 
down with the landowners, 
the Oklahoma Water Resource 
Board, negotiating solutions 
like we did with the police, to-
bacco, gaming – what happens 
if you stay in this business 
long enough, eventually you 
work out a negotiated agree-
ment where everybody wins,” 
he said. “That takes years, 
and in water it’s going to take 
years. However, we have to 
start somewhere and you can 
say we started today, here in 
Skiatook.”

However far into the future 
that may be, Standing Bear 
said he hopes to meet with the 
OWRB and the state to begin 
those discussions and negotia-
tions soon. 

“We’re permitting our own 
wells and putting everyone 
on notice; the 1.5 million-acre 
mineral estate belongs to us 
and the water belongs to the 
Osage people,” Standing Bear 
said. “In 1872, we bought this 
land and that was the deal; the 
water came with it.” 

For more information about 
the Environmental and Nat-
ural Resources Department, 
visit their website at osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
environmental-natural-re-
sources. 

Courtesy Photo/Osage Casinos

Gaming Enterprise Board Chairman Mark Simms signs the well water permit on Sept. 18.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Casinos

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear holds up the Nation’s first water 
well drilling permit on Sept. 18.

well
–from Page 1

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The site of the seeping gas well that was one of the reasons that de-
layed the beginning of the Pawhuska school year. The Osage Minerals 
Council has overseen the plugging, capping and restoration of the 
well site. The site is located on the Pawhuska Softball field.

Seeping gas well on 
Pawhuska Softball 
field plugged; site 
restoration begins 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Minerals Council Director Bill Lynn said the site of 
the seeping gas well located on the Pawhuska Softball Field 
has been plugged, capped and the site will be restored. The 
gas well was just one of the reasons why Pawhuska Public 
Schools delayed the start of school.

“We’ve done the best we can do and if something else should 
happen in the future we’ll be in good shape to handle it,” he 
said. “We asked the BIA [Bureau of Indian Affairs] to test the 
gas on the location and there were zero readings outside the 
casing of the well.”

In mid-August, news releases notified the community that 
the start of school would be delayed due to the seeping gas 
well and leaking geothermal wells on the Pawhuska High 
School campus. Tribal, local and federal agencies acted quick-
ly and an intergovernmental agreement was reached between 
the state of Oklahoma, the Osage Nation and the Oklahoma 
Corporation Commission. The OCC installed a ventilation 
system for the geothermal wells on the high school grounds. 
The seeping gas well has been the responsibility of the Osage 
Minerals Council, since the BIA said it did not have jurisdic-
tion in the matter.

The Osage Minerals Estate, owned by the Osage Nation, 
is under federal jurisdiction and the BIA is the federal agen-
cy that oversees the activities involving the minerals estate. 
However, BIA Eastern Oklahoma Region Director Eddie 
Streater told the Fifth Osage Nation Congress during their 
special session on Aug. 25 that they did not have jurisdiction 
in the matter because of 25 CFR Part 226. He said they inter-
preted the regulation to mean that the seeping gas well was 
not related to drilling activity because it was an unforeseen 
event and the OMC had jurisdiction. 

Gas well
School began on Aug. 28 for the Pawhuska Elementary 

schools, and school began three days later for the High School, 
after the EPA and State Fire Marshall declared it safe. The 
gas well near the softball field, however, was still leaking, 
Lynn said. 

“We put 900 sacks of cement in it. It’s a very slight seep, it’s 
non-explosive, it’s below the explosive limit for natural gas,” 
Lynn said. “We decided since we stopped all the gas leaking 
outside the well and the very slight seep inside the well, which 
is just some vapors and there’s nothing blowing or bubbling 
out of it. We cut the casing off below ground level, and will 
restore the location and keep an eye on it.”

The well, which was reportedly drilled in 1915 and initially 
plugged in the 1940’s, has been plugged four times, accord-
ing to a 24-page report by Consulting Engineer and Geologist 
Duane Winegardner. His report was presented to the Pawhus-
ka School Board on Sept. 11 at its regular meeting. 

“The original depth of the well was reported as 1,684 feet. 
A gas flow of this volume indicates a significant source with 
some substantial pressure,” he wrote in the report. He also 
wrote, “After plugging of the softball field well is complete, it 
will remove one location of gas formation venting; but the gas 
formation continues to have substantial pressure. Locations 
of other previously plugged gas wells should be tested to de-
termine if they also have gas seeps.”

Lynn said they are going to keep a close eye on the area and 
routinely check gas levels at the well site on the softball field.  

“We had good crews out there, guys with 40 years’ experi-
ence, working day and night, for three solid days to get done 
what we needed to do and so we let it set for two weeks to get 
a different reading and see where we were at,” Lynn said. “We 
had good results from the gas sensors and we capped it and 
they’re restoring the location today. 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Detour signs point traffic away from the well site on the Pawhuska 
Softball field on Sept. 13.

See gas well
—Continued  on Page 18
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Osage photographer’s 
work to appear at 
NMAI’s George  
Gustav Heye Center 
Osage News

The photographs of 
Osage photographer Keli 
Mashburn will be fea-
tured in the Smithso-
nian’s National Museum 
of the American Indian’s 
George Gustav Heye Cen-
ter in New York City. 

Her work will appear in 
the contemporary Native 
media art exhibit “Trans-
former: Native Art in 
Light and Sound,” which 
opens Nov. 10 and runs 
through Jan. 6, 2019. It 
will appear in the East 
Gallery of the Heye Center.  

“Native artists are challenging long-held ideas about 
whether art can be both Native and contemporary,” said 
Kevin Gover (Pawnee), NMAI director, in a prepared re-
lease. “What speaks loudly in ‘Transformer’ is the idea that 
nontraditional media and modern form can be embraced by 
Native artists to build upon traditional indigenous expres-
sion. The artists don’t lose touch with their heritage, yet 
they set the stage for future adaptation.”

The exhibit features 10 artists and nine installations that 
employ a variety of electrified media, including light, digital 
projection, innovative sound technology and more, to pro-
vide thought-provoking and unforgettable experiences com-
posed for the digital age, according to the release.

The artists showcased in “Transformer” are Jordan Ben-
nett (Mi’kmaq), Raven Chacon (Diné), Jon Corbett (Métis), 
Marcella Ernest (Ojibwe), Stephen Foster (Haida), Nicholas 
Galanin (Tlingit/Unangax̂ [Aleut]), Keli Mashburn (Osage), 
Kevin McKenzie (Cree Métis), Julie Nagam (Anishnawbe/
Métis) and Marianne Nicolson (Kwakwaka’wakw).

In “Ga.ni.tha” (2013) by Ernest, a filmmaker, and Mash-
burn, a photographer, a two-channel video highlights cha-
os and disorder as a source of power and purpose imaged 
through wildfire in the Oklahoma grasslands, according to 
the release.

The NMAI George Gustav Heye Center is located in the 
Alexander Hamilton U.S. Custom House at One Bowling 
Green in New York City. For additional information, includ-
ing hours and directions, visit AmericanIndian.si.edu. Fol-
low the museum via social media on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram.

Courtesy Photo

Keli Mashburn, Osage photographer.

Osage Nation receives Tribal 
Management grant for
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation is the re-
cipient of the Indian Health 
Service’s Tribal Manage-
ment Grant in the amount of 
$100,000. 

The grant was awarded to 
17 tribal nations and organi-
zations across Indian Country, 
with the Osage Nation being 
the only tribe in Oklahoma to 
receive the grant. The grant 
is aimed at supporting those 
tribal nations and organiza-
tions who are utilizing Self-De-
termination to manage their 
health clinics. 

The Nation compacted with 
IHS and took over the man-
agement of its clinic in 2015. 
The clinic was renamed the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center 
and is operating off third-par-
ty billing revenue, tribal fund-
ing, grants and other income.

“The tribal management 
grants are an example of how 
we are working with tribes 
and tribal organizations to 
assist them in assuming the 
responsibility of providing 
health care to their members 
and to operate and manage 
health care programs or ser-
vices previously provided by 
IHS,” said IHS Acting Director 
Rear Adm. Michael D. Weah-
kee in a prepared release. 
“The partnership between 
IHS and the tribes and trib-
al organizations we serve is 
critical to our success in pro-
viding access to quality health 
care for American Indians and  
Alaska Natives.”

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center is also working toward 
applying for public health ac-
creditation and received a 
$10,000 grant from the Public 
Health Accreditation Board in 
January. In May, the Osage 
Nation Congress approved an 
appropriation for $516,000 
for new equipment, includ-
ing a new X-ray machine and 
remodel for services in the 

dental clinic and optometry 
center. The remodel for the 
X-ray room is near completion. 

The following tribes and 
tribal organizations received 
funding:

• Aroostook Band of  
Micmacs, Presque Isle, 
Maine, $100,000

• Canoncito Band of Navajo 
Health Center, Inc.,  
Tohajiilee, N.M., $135,219

• Coquille Indian Tribe, 
North Bend, Ore., $50,000

• Five Sandoval Indian 
Pueblos, Inc., Rio Rancho, 
N.M., $97,800

• Great Plains Tribal  
Chairmen’s Health Board, 
Rapid City, S.D., $126,807

• Indian Health Council, 
Valley Center, Calif., 
$55,000

• Lac Courte Oreilles  
Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians,  
Hayward, Wis., $100,000

• Mathiesen Memorial 
Health Center,  
Jamestown, Calif., 
$97,943

• Mt. Sanford Tribal  

Consortium, Gakona, 
Alaska, $104,811

• North Fork Rancheria  
of Mono Indians of  
California, North Fork, 
Calif., $100,000

• Northern Arapaho 
Business Council, Fort 
Washakie, Wyo., $100,000

• Nottawaseppi Huron 
Band of the Potawatomi, 
Fulton, Mich., $70,000

• Oglala Sioux Tribe, Pine 
Ridge, S.D., $100,000

• Osage Nation, Pawhuska, 
Okla., $100,000

• Seldovia Village Tribe, 
Seldovia, Alaska, 
$140,447

• Susanville Indian  
Rancheria, Susanville, 
Calif., $35,000

• Three Affiliated Tribes, 
New Town, N.D., 
$127,708

For more information on 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Cen-
ter, call (918) 287-9300 or vis-
it the WHC website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-
do/wah-zha-zhi-health-center

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center, located on the Osage Nation campus in 
Pawhuska.

ON Congress honors late 
Osage researcher Annette Gore 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress honored the late An-
nette Moncravie Gore on Sept. 
26 and presented a citation to 
her daughter, which honors 
Gore for her years of research 
work in Osage genealogy.

Gore’s genealogy research 
is housed in the Annette Gore 
Library, located at the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Cultural Center in 
Pawhuska. Gore passed away 
at the age of 101 on May 17, 
2017 in Aurora, Colo., where 
she resided with surviving 
daughter Tina Allen, accord-
ing to her obituary.

Congressman William “Ku-
gee” Supernaw acknowledged 
Allen, who was attending the 
session, and she accepted the 
citation in front of the ap-
plauding Congress members 
present. Supernaw said Gore 
“spent a lifetime of research on 
history and genealogy of the 
Osage people.”

“(Gore) donated her library 
to the Osage Nation,” Su-
pernaw said. “At this time, I 
would like to issue a citation 
of commendation acknowledg-
ing her contributions to the  
Osage people.”

Reading the citation of com-
mendation, Supernaw said 
Gore published three volumes 
of genealogy charts containing 
information on Osages listed 
on the roll of the 1906 Act. Su-
pernaw said Gore’s late par-

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The Fifth Osage Nation Congress honored the late Annette Moncravie 
Gore on Sept. 26 and presented a citation to her daughter Tina Allen. 

ents are Sylvester Alexander 
Moncravie and Myrtle Clem-
entine Baker Moncravie who 
are both original allottees on 
the 1906 roll.  

Gore previously received 
honors for 40 years of research 
work when the Annette Gore 
Library was dedicated in Sep-
tember 2005, Supernaw said 
adding the Congress now 
extends the citation of com-
mendation to Allen who then 
addressed the Congress.

“She sincerely was interest-
ed in the Osages. I remember 
mother said it’s the most won-
derful thing you could ever be 
is an Osage,” she said. “I was 
very proud of my mother in the 
initial ceremony, she was not 
a public speaker to my knowl-
edge, but she got right up there 
and she shared everything 
she could about genealogy … 
She was a delight, she was a 
sweetheart, it was an honor 
and privilege to have her as 

my mother and for her to have 

lived in my care as long as she 

did and I love her dearly and I 

always will and I miss her and 

I thank you so kindly for allow-

ing me to have this citation.”

A reception was held later in 

the afternoon at the Wah-Zha-

Zhi Cultural Center now locat-

ed at 220 W. Main Street next 

to the ON Language Depart-

ment. The mission statement 

of the Annette Gore Library 

states: “Our mission is to be 

the central repository for the 

evolving history of the Osage 

Nation and also to support the 

personal, educational, cultur-

al and professional needs of  

the community.” 

The library can be reached 

at (918) 287-5580 and its 

website is at: www.osagena-

tion-nsn.gov/what-we-do/an-

nette-gore-library

Osage Congress 
approves $947,000 for 
FY 2018 capital asset and 
improvement projects
Benny Polacca
Osage News

For the 2018 fiscal year, the 
Fifth Osage Nation Congress 
voted to approve $947,000 
in proposed spending for  
capital asset and improvement 
projects.

On Sept. 27, the Congress 
unanimously approved bill 
ONCA 17-102 (sponsored by 
Congresswoman Maria White-
horn) that authorizes the 
$947,000 in tribal funds to be 
appropriated toward various 
projects including $500,000 for 
office remediation and renova-
tion costs for the former First 
National Bank building where 
the Congress is now housed 
in wake of mold problems at 
the Congressional Chambers 
building.

During the discussion and 
debate process, the Congress 
approved adding the $500,000 
into the capital assets and 
improvement budget to fund 
the building renovation costs 
to house the Congress as of-
ficials consider long-term 
solutions for housing the Leg-
islative Branch. Congress-
woman Shannon Edwards 
proposed the amendment be-
cause she believes “this build-
ing has sufficient space for 
Congress offices and storage 
for records.”

The former bank building 
is four stories tall with vacant 
office space on the fourth floor. 
Initial plans call for renovat-
ing that floor to accommodate 
Congressional office space and 
the money would go toward 
other costs including any re-
mediation costs, roof issues 
and elevator repair work.

Congressman RJ Walker 
said he supports the $500,000 
amendment because the for-

mer bank building is a nation-
al registered landmark and 
believed the renovation work 
would also be great to house 
the Congress.

Congresswoman Alice 
Buffalohead, who is Second 
Speaker and chairwoman 
of the Congressional Affairs 
Committee, said discussions 
are leaning toward demolition 
of the Chambers building due 
to the mold. She also delivered 
some bad news that the paint-
ed mural wall that separates 
the Chambers room and the 
Osage Minerals Council offices 
has mold on it and it’s proba-
bly not salvageable. The three 
wall murals in the building 
were painted by Osage artist 
Robin Polhamus.

The Osage Minerals Council 
offices are also relocated from 
the Chambers building, which 
also includes the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs Osage Agency on 
the opposite side near the ON 
Museum. Buffalohead said she 
is also hearing the BIA had 
its own office testing done to 
check for mold and there’s a 
possibility some offices have it.

Congressional Speaker An-
gela Pratt expressed thanks to 
the Executive Branch officials 
and departments that helped 
relocate the Congress offices 
to the former bank building 
before the fall session start-
ed in early September. Those 
parties include Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear, Assis-
tant Principal Chief Raymond 
Red Corn, the Information 
Technologies Department, 
Tribal Works and the Commu-
nications Department, which 
livestreams and records the 
sessions and Congressional 
committee meetings. Con-

See assets
—Continued  on Page 8
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ON Congress passes 
three government 
branch budgets
for FY 2018
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Fifth Osage Nation Congress voted to pass the 2018 
fiscal year budgets for the Nation’s government operations 
in its three branches before ending the 2017 Tzi-Zho Session 
on Sept. 29.

The Congress voted to end the 24-day session on Day 22 
with the FY 2018 appropriation bills passed along with oth-
er legislative bills and resolutions. Congressional Speaker 
Angela Pratt noted the Congress will next meet for a special 
session scheduled to begin Oct. 26 after two-thirds of the 
Congress signed a Congressional Proclamation calling for 
the special session. 

During the Sept. 25 Congressional session, the Fifth ON 
Congress voted to pass the three major 2018 fiscal year bud-
gets for the respective three governmental branches. Those 
approved budgets are:

• ONCA 17-97: The $531,558 appropriation bill for the 
Judicial Branch. According to a Congressional Office 
fiscal analysis of the bill, the budget will be funded by 
$91,850 in federal funding awarded to the Nation and 
$439,708 in tribal funds. The Judicial Branch is also 
expected to receive $14,000 in contributions to supple-
ment their budget.

The FY 2018 Judicial Branch budget also contains a 
$20,000 contribution for the Pawnee-Osage Court Appoint-
ed Special Advocates, which is a non-profit comprised of 
advocates who work with children from the Pawnee Nation 
and Osage Nation caught in the state and tribal court sys-
tem in Osage and Pawnee counties. 

• ONCA 17-98: The $2.4 million appropriation bill for 
the Legislative Branch, which comprises the 12-mem-
ber Congress, its office operations and the Office of 
Fiscal Performance and Review (OFPR).

The Congressional budget totals $2,426,934 with the Con-
gressional appropriation totaling $2,055,564 and OFPR’s 
appropriation is $371,370, according to the fiscal analysis.

The Congress meets twice regularly each year for the Tzi-
Zho Session starting on the Tuesday after Labor Day and 
the Hun-Kah Session starting the last week of March. The 
regular sessions stretch 24 days and special sessions (last-
ing up to 10 days) may be called at any other time by written 
proclamations issued by the Principal Chief or with consent 
of two-thirds of the Congress. 

• ONCA 17-99: The $61.4 million appropriation bill for 
the Executive Branch. The Executive Branch budget 
bill stretches over 120 pages and comprises budgets for 
ON government departments and programs funded by 
outside grant money awarded to the Nation or tribal 
funding that will come out of the Treasury.

Those entities’ budgets included in ONCA 17-99 include 
departments and programs, committees, boards and com-
missions and the Office of the Chiefs, which are under the  
Executive Branch.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear signed the three 
branches’ appropriation bills into law and the FY 2018 bud-
gets will take effect starting Monday, Oct. 2, with the new 
fiscal year starting that date. 

gresswoman Maria Whitehorn 
said she also supported the 
cost so the full-time Congres-
sional staff can have a safe 
work environment. 

Also in ONCA 17-102, the 
other proposed capital asset 
and improvement projects will 
receive money for their costs 
including:

• $150,000 for design costs 
for a new properties com-
plex on the government 
campus.

• $25,000 for Headstart 
playground equipment.

• $22,000 for structural 
analysis engineering 
costs for the ON Heri-
tage Square, which is the 
Pawhuska Main Street 
building that houses the 

Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center and the Language 
Department.

• $75,000 total for play-
ground equipment at the 
three Wah-Zha-Zhi Early 
Learning Academy facili-
ties in Skiatook, Pawhus-
ka and Fairfax.

• $125,000 for signage and 
way finding costs for the 
entire ON government 
campus.

• $50,000 for renovation 
costs of the ON Visitors 
Center at Main Street and 
Lynn Avenue in Pawhus-
ka.

ONCA 17-102 passed with 
10 “yes” votes and two absenc-
es from Congress members 
Otto Hamilton and Walker at 
the time of the final vote.

assets
–from Page 7

Osage Congress confirms
individuals for boards
and commission seats
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During the 2017 Tzi-Zho 
Session, the Fifth Osage Na-
tion Congress voted to confirm 
several individuals for board 
and commission positions.

All individuals were appoint-
ed by Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear and were also 
subject to initial consideration 
by the Congressional commit-
tees to determine whether the 
individuals are qualified to 
hold those board and commis-
sion spots. By session’s end on 
Sept. 29, the following people 
received confirmation votes to 
hold three-year positions on 
the respective boards and com-
missions:

• John “Trey” Goldesberry 
is now serving a second 
term on the Gaming En-
terprise Board. A former 
Osage Casino Human 
Resources employee, 
Goldesberry received a 
12-0 confirmation vote on 
Sept. 28. 

The following individuals 
received votes for confirmation 
on Sept. 29: 

• William “Billy” Keene 
and Jon Red Corn each 
received 10-0 votes to 
serve on the ON Utility 
Authority Board with two 
absences that day from 
Congressmen Archie Ma-
son and James Norris.

• Chad Renfro received a 
10-0 vote to serve on the 
ON Foundation Board.

• Patsy Stuke received a 
9-0-1 vote to serve on both 
the revamped Osage Lim-
ited Liability Company 
Board and Tallgrass Eco-
nomic Development LLC 
Board with one abstention 
from Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards. 

• Marsha Harlan received a 
10-0 confirmation vote to 
serve a second ON Gam-
ing Commission Board 
term. She is currently 
the three-member board 
chairwoman.

• David Conrad received a 
9-0-1 vote for confirma-
tion to the Osage Nation 
Energy Services (ONES) 
LLC board with another 
abstention from Edwards 
who said she is abstaining 

from the business LLC 
boards because she be-
lieves the boards’ organi-
zation will change soon.

• Jim Parris received a 9-0-
1 vote to serve a second 
term on the Tallgrass Eco-
nomic Development LLC 
Board with one abstention 
from Edwards.

• Mary “Liz” Ricketts, Nor-
man Akers, Jerry Shaw 
and George Shannon each 
received 10-0 confirmation 
votes to continue serving 
on the Nation’s Tradi-
tional Cultural Advisors 
Committee.

• Otto Hamilton Jr. is also 
appointed and confirmed 
to the Traditional Cultur-
al Advisors Committee 
with nine “yes” votes and 
one abstention from his 
son Congressman Otto 
Hamilton III. The elder 
Hamilton is an appointee 
to fill the vacancy left by 
the late Charles Red Corn 
who passed away in July 
2017.

Osage Congress creates $600K 
museum collections fund 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

A newly created Osage Na-
tion Museum Collection Fund 
is now established, thanks to 
the Fifth Osage Nation Con-
gress who established the 
revolving fund to set aside 
money for museum gallery 
items, storage and mainte-
nance purposes.

During the Tzi-Zho Session, 
the Congress voted to create 
the fund by passing Bill ONCA 
17-40 (sponsored by Congress-
woman Shannon Edwards) 
which establishes the museum 
fund in Osage law. On Sept. 
29, the Congress also voted to 
appropriate $600,000 in tribal 
funds as an initial injection for 
the fund.

The $600,000 funding ap-
propriation bill (ONCA 17-43 
also sponsored by Edwards) 
passed unanimously after de-
bate and after the fund amount 
was reduced from an initially 
proposed $2.5 million. The re-
duction came as the Congress 
faced several decisions in 
considering other multimil-

lion-dollar funding requests 
in the 2018 fiscal year budgets 
passed during the session.

According to ONCA 17-40, 
the museum collection fund 
is established to “consist of 
monies appropriated to it by 
an Act of Congress and mon-
etary donations from any 
person, group, corporation, 
government or association … 
The purpose of this bill is to 
establish a fund to support the 
Osage Museum in its endeavor 
to store, maintain and rotate 
gallery and collection art piec-
es for the benefit for the Osage 
People and public at large.”

In a Congressional commit-
tee meeting, Edwards said 
she recalled discussions as far 
back as 1994 during the for-
mer Osage tribal government 
years, about creating a new 
organization and new museum 
building to house the museum 
collection items and artifacts. 
Nothing materialized to put 
money toward those goals. 
She said the museum fund 
legislation is a start to reach  
those goals.

During the amendment pro-

cess, the Congress voted to re-
duce the appropriation from 
$2.5 million to $600,000. Con-
gresswoman Alice Buffalohead 
told the committee “there’s 
other Congress members  
who may not agree this is a 
priority now.”

The debate comes as the FY 
2018 budgets faced scrutiny, 
as well as other appropriation 
bills for direct services and to 
pay down the loan for the gov-
ernment campus master plan 
with the Law Building and 
Welcome Center completed 
in phase one. At a later date, 
the Congress will also consid-
er action on future business 
regarding the Congressional 
Chambers building, which 
has mold problems due to roof 
leaks and drainage issues that 
caused flooding and leaks in 
the building. The Congress re-
located and held its 2017 Tzi-
Zho Session in the former First 
National Bank building in 
downtown Pawhuska, which 
the Nation purchased in 2015.

Buffalohead said she was 

Osage man missing,
last seen in Kay County 
Tara Madden
Osage News

An older brother is in des-
perate need for answers on 
the whereabouts of Jerry Ross 
Cottingham. Ben Cottingham 
Sr. is in search of his younger 
brother who has been reported 
missing for 18 months. He said 
it isn’t like his brother to be 
gone this long and not to con-
tact him or their mother. 

Jerry Ross Cottingham was 
last seen at the Osage Casi-
no in Ponca City after receiv-
ing his disability check. He 
has been missing since June 
23, 2016. He is 55 years old 
and 6’1 in height and weighs 
approximately 200 pounds. 
He has brown eyes and black 
hair with gray, and has a scar 
above his right eye, a scar on 
his right hand, a scar on his 
nose and a scar on his right 

hip. He is described as legally 
blind and wears glasses. 

Cottingham was living 
on his mother’s property in 
Kildare, Okla., at the time of 
his disappearance. 

“Someone knows something 

or took him somewhere,” said 
the elder Ben Cottingham. “He 
was legally blind and did not 
drive. I want him to know if he 
is out there he can call me and 
I won’t tell anyone if he doesn’t 
want to be found. I just want to 
know he is alright.”

Cottingham’s mother has 
submitted DNA to help with 
the investigation, according to 
the Osage Nation Police De-
partment, who is working on 
the case along with the Ponca 
City Police Department and 
Osage County. 

The hope of the family is 
that Jerry is alive and well. 
The elder Ben Cottingham 
said the family is very worried 
about his safety and wellbeing. 

To report any information 
about Jerry Ross Cottingham’s 
whereabouts or disappear-
ance, please contact the Osage 
Nation Police Department at 
(918) 287-5510.

Courtesy Photo/National Missing Person Directory

A June 2016 photo of Jerry Ross 
Cottingham, who has been miss-
ing since June 23, 2016, and was 
last seen in Ponca City, Okla.

See museum
—Continued  on Page 19



Osage News • osagenews.org October 2017 9

Four Osages honored 
at 9th Annual AARP 

Oklahoma Indian
Elder Honors

Shannon Shaw Duty / Osage News 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK –  
Osage elders Jerri Jean 
Branstetter, Rosemary Wood, 
Tim Tall Chief, and the late 
Charles Red Corn have been 
selected for this year’s 9th 
Annual AARP Oklahoma In-
dian Elder Honors. The event 
will take place at the National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City, 
Oct. 3.

The Elder Honors is the 
largest recognition program 
of its kind and honors elders 
for their contributions to their 
tribes, communities, state and 
nation. Since its inception in 
2009, AARP Oklahoma has 
honored more than 400 elders 
from all 39 federally recog-
nized tribes in Oklahoma, ac-
cording to a release.

“The AARP Indian Elder 
Honors recognizes the extraor-
dinary contribution of Indian 
elders – many of whom have 
never been recognized before,” 
said AARP Oklahoma Volun-
teer State President Joe Ann 
Vermillion in a prepared re-
lease. “Last year’s honorees 
included teachers, veterans, 
nurses, artists, tribal leaders, 
language and culture preser-
vationists and even a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author.”

Branstetter served a six-
year Osage Nation Congressio-
nal term after she was elected 
to the First Osage Nation 
Congress in 2006. She was 
also a member of the Osage 
Government Reform Commis-
sion prior to the ratification 
of the Osage Constitution in 
2006. During her tenure as a 
Congresswoman, Branstetter 
served on several Congressio-
nal committees including the 
governmental operations and 
rules and ethics committees. 
She was elected Speaker by her 
Congressional colleagues in 
2010 and served until her term 
expired in 2012. Branstetter is 
retired from working in Okla-
homa state government where 
she worked at the Dick Conner 
Correctional Center north of 
Hominy. She currently serves 
as the chair of the Osage 
News Editorial Board and has 
served in that capacity since 
2013. She is of the Hominy 
District and is the mother of 
the late Hominy Drumkeeper 
Marvin Lee Clark II. She re-

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The 2017 AARP Indian Elder Honors awardees for the Osage Nation, from left: Jeri Red Corn, on behalf of her 
husband the late Charles Red Corn; Jerri Jean Branstetter, Rosemary Wood and Tim Tall Chief. The event was 
held at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City on Oct. 3.

sides outside Wynona with her 
husband Johnny Branstetter.

Tall Chief is the son of the 
late George Tall Chief, former 
Principal Chief of the Osage 
Nation. He is of the Grayhorse 
District and has two children, 
former Grayhorse Drumkeeper 
and current Tail Dancer Russ 
Tallchief and daughter Amy 
Tallchief. He is the current 
chairman of the Nation’s Tall-
grass Economic Development 
LLC Board of Directors. His 
work history includes the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Native 
American Center of Excellence 
in the Colleges of Medicine and 
Dentistry at the OU Health 
Sciences Center; the State 
Director of Indian Education 
with the Oklahoma State De-
partment of Education; he’s 
taught in middle schools, high 
schools, community colleges, 
four-year colleges and grad-
uate schools. He taught the 
Leadership Program for the 
College of Liberal Studies at 
The University of Oklahoma. 
He earned his Bachelor’s in 
Business Administration, Ed-
ucation and Psychology and 
he also earned a Masters is in 
Education. He is well known 
throughout Indian Country as 
a powwow emcee and is dedi-
cated to fostering education in 
Native youth.

Wood served two four-year 
terms on the Osage Tribal 
Council from 1994-2002. She 
graduated from St. John Hos-
pital School of Nursing in 1963, 
the University of Oklahoma in 
1965, and from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1971 with a Master 
of Science in Psychiatric Nurs-
ing. Along with her partner, 
Janice Kekahbah, Rosemary 
co-founded the American Indi-
an Alaska Native Nurse’s As-
sociation (AINNA). She taught 
at the University of Oklahoma 
College of Nursing and worked 
as a Psychiatric Nurse Spe-
cialist at Central State Hos-
pital in Norman, Okla. Wood 
was the first American Indian 
to hold the position of Chief of 
the Nursing Branch IHS. She 
later became Special Assistant 
to the IHS Director. She was 
detailed to upgrade Haskell’s 
Practical Nurse program to 
a Registered Nurse program. 
Her Osage name is Ho^-Be 
Do-Ka (Wet Moccasins), and 
she was born Sept. 4, 1939 to 

John Mosier Wood, full-blood 
Osage, and Lois Hunter Wood, 
Choctaw. She lives on origi-
nally allotted land and raises 
white face Hereford cattle in 
partnership with her nephew 
Justin Carr, grandson of T. J. 
Mercer.

AARP is posthumously 
awarding Charles Red Corn 
with an Elders Honor this 
year. Red Corn passed away 
peacefully at his home on July 
23. Red Corn was the author of 
“The Pipe for February,” a sto-
ry about murder, lawlessness 
and fear during the 1920’s, 

told from an Osage point of 
view. He was also the culture 
columnist for the Osage News 
since 2012, and was the author 
of numerous award-winning 
works. He earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Psychology and 
a Master’s in Education from 
Penn State University. He was 
a U.S. Army Veteran, lifelong 
participant of the In-Lon-Sch-
ka Dances, the first Dartmouth 
Tribal Fellow Scholar, Indi-
an Elder in Residence at the 
University of Illinois, Rocke-
feller Fellow at the Newberry 
Library in Chicago, Director 

of the Oklahoma Indian Asso-
ciation, Director of the Indian 
Oil and Gas Association and 
he was an educator. He was a 
member of the Tzi-zhu-wash-
ta-ghi, Gentle Sky Clan and 
his Osage name was Wah-ni-
un-tah which is Giver of Life. 
Charles was also a name giv-
er for his Tzi-zhu-wash-ta-ghi 
clan which was passed down to 
him by his Uncle Wakon Iron. 

For more information about 
the AARP Oklahoma Indian 
Elder Honors, please contact 
Mashell Sourjohn at (405) 715-
4474 or msourjohn@aarp.org..

Jerri Jean Branstetter is one 
of the 50 recipients of the 
AARP Indian Elder Honors 
medallions, given to her on 
Oct. 3 at the National Cow-
boy & Western Heritage Mu-
seum in Oklahoma City.  

The crowd applauds the 
accomplishments of the 
late Charles Red Corn as 
they are read aloud. His 
wife Jeri Red Corn accept-
ed his medallion on his 
behalf on Oct. 3.

Honoree Tim Tall Chief 
speaks with AARP National 
President Eric Schneide-
wind on Oct. 3 at the 9th 
Annual AARP Oklahoma In-
dian Elder Honors.

Rosemary Wood is one of 
the 50 recipients of the 
AARP Indian Elder Honors 
medallions, given to her 
on Oct. 3 at the National 
Cowboy & Western Heri-
tage Museum in Oklaho-
ma City.  

More photos
on page 12
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A new generation discovers the 
genius of the late Osage artist 

Gina Gray
Shannon Shaw Duty / Osage News

The Osage Nation Muse-
um’s latest artist retrospective 
showcases the work of the late 
Osage artist Gina Gray. Gray 
broke barriers in Indigenous 
art and was known for her con-
temporary take on traditional 
and cultural styles.

The retrospective, titled 
“Traditional Values/Contem-
porary Vision; works by Gina 
Gray,” will be showcased at 
the ONM till March 31, 2018. 
ONM Curator Hallie Winter 
said the exhibition was a cu-

mulative endeavor, incorporat-
ing the permanent collection of 
the ONM and private collec-
tors of Gray’s work. About 80 
percent of the retrospective is 
loaned from private collectors.

“It’s been emotional. I saw 
the show yesterday for the first 
time and it took my breath 
away, for sure. It’s very over-
whelming,” said Addie Roan-
horse, Gray’s daughter, who 
is also an artist. “[My mom] 
would be over the moon right 
now, just beaming with Osage 

pride – she wouldn’t have been 
able to get in the door.”

Roanhorse said she helped 
with calling the collectors for 
the ONM and getting the col-
lection together for the show. 
She also collaborated with 
Winter and Jennifer Tiger for 
an exhibit book that accompa-
nies the show. Roanhorse and 
Tiger, who works at Wah-Zha-
Zhi Cultural Center and has 
her BFA in Photography from 
the San Francisco Art Insti-
tute, did the photography for 
the book. Essays for the book 
were written by Gray’s broth-
er Louis Gray, her son Dante 
Biss-Grayson and her cousin 
Anita Fields, who is also a re-
nowned Osage artist. 

There are over 60 pieces 
of artwork in the show, 46 of 
them loaned, including two 
coats she painted, Christmas 
ornaments, a small painted 
teepee, book covers used by 
the National Congress of the 
American Indians and for Mor-
ley Swingle’s “Bootheel Man.” 
The mediums used for the work 

Gina Gray’s last piece of artwork she was working on before she passed 
away on Dec. 20, 2014. Loaned for the retrospective by Addie Roanhorse 
and Anya Brezinski.

More than 60 works of the late Osage artist Gina Gray will be displayed at 
the Osage Nation Museum until March 31, 2018.

More than 60 works of the late Osage artist Gina Gray will be displayed at the Osage Nation Museum until 
March 31, 2018.

ABOVE LEFT: Gina Gray’s grand-
daughter Anya Brezinski, stands 
in front of a painted teepee can-
vas. The canvas was loaned for the 
retrospective by Gray’s brother,  
Louis Gray.

LEFT: Christmas ornaments paint-
ed by the late Osage artist Gina 
Gray are displayed at the “Tradi-
tional Values/Contemporary Vi-
sion; works by Gina Gray,” opening 
reception at the Osage Nation Mu-
seum on Sept. 28.

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The late Osage artist Gina Gray’s family at the Osage Nation Museum’s retrospective of her work on Sept. 28, 
including her two children Addie Roanhorse and Dante Biss-Grayson.

See gray
—Continued  on Page 19

Randy Smith follows the retrospective’s museum guide that explains the 
medium of each piece and guide’s the visitor through the show.

Artist Frank Lorenzo and Gray’s daughter Addie Roanhorse visit at the 
opening reception on Sept. 28 of the ONM’s “Traditional Values/Contem-
porary Vision; works by Gina Gray.”

Visitors at the opening reception of “Traditional Values/Contemporary Vi-
sion; works by Gina Gray,” view “A Warrior’s Life - Tetraptych,” 2011. Graph-
ite and Watercolor, on loan from the private collection of Robin Mead.

A woman looks at book covers designed by the late Osage artist Gina 
Gray at the opening reception of “Traditional Values/Contemporary Vi-
sion; works by Gina Gray” on Sept. 28.
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Osage wrestling powerhouse is
conquering Texas one title at a time 
Tara Madden
Osage News

Hunter Robinson is a sixteen-year-
old powerhouse on the wrestling mat. 
Her resemblance to the character San-
sa Stark from the HBO series “Game 
of Thrones” has earned her the hashtag 
#winteriscoming among her fans. 

Robinson is a Junior at Woodlands 
College Park High School in Wood-
lands, Texas, and has been wrestling 
since she moved to Texas in 2010. Her 
parents moved to Texas after they 
found out that Texas High Schools  
allowed girls to wrestle at the high 
school level. 

“Hunter is one of those athletes that 
a coach is lucky to get once, maybe 
twice in his or her career,” said Erik 
Spjut, head coach for the College Park 
Cavaliers Wrestling team. “She is one 
of the hardest working and most driv-
en athletes I have ever worked with. I 
have no doubt in my mind that Hunt-
er will reach all her goals and be very 
successful in the sport of wrestling and  
in life.” 

Robinson started wrestling along-
side her brothers at the youth level. 
She wrestles folkstyle for College Park 
and wrestles freestyle for Team Texas. 

In her freshman year for the College 
Park Cavaliers she finished state run-
ner-up at the Class 6A UIL Wrestling 
State Tournament in the 138-pound 
weight class. She then finished sev-
enth at the National Tournament. Her 
Sophomore year she finished third in 
the State Tournament and second in 
the National Tournament, all after 
overcoming a severe injury earlier in 
the sea

In December 2016, Robinson suf-
fered a dislocated elbow and was told 
the rest of her season was most likely 
finished. She knew what her season 
goals were and was determined not to 
let the injury take that away from her. 
Through home exercise and physical 
therapy, she found herself back on the 
mat in time for the UIL District 9-6A 
tournament where she won the district 
title. She then went on to win her first 
regional title against a former two-time 
state champion and national champi-
on and was named Most Outstanding 
Wrestler for the tournament. 

Spujt said that Robinson wrestles 
better in high-pressure matches, mak-
ing that one of her most valuable attri-
butes. Her injured elbow affected her 
shape and timing a bit, he said, but she 
was a special type of athlete that deals 
with adversity extremely well and 
found ways to still win. 

“As a parent, I don’t care if she wins 
or loses. I’m proud of the young woman 
she is,” said her mother Heather Rob-
inson. “Her soul is good. She is an ex-
cellent sportsman and teammate – she 
wins with humility and she loses with 
grace. She is a leader in the sport. She 
pays it forward and takes the time to 
teach those who are inexperienced.” 

Sansa Stark
When asked about her resemblance 

to Sansa Stark, Robinson laughs. 
“First of all, isn’t she beautiful? My 

parents love the show. Every time my 
mom saw me she would smile and say 
‘Sansa!’ She bought some red hair dye 

and well, now my hair is red,” she said. 
“Ever since then people have been com-
ing up to me asking if I know who San-
sa Stark is.” 

When asked what she would say to 
any girl who wanted to try wrestling 
but was afraid because it is generally 
thought of as a boy’s sport she said, “I 
would say it is a boy’s sport but think 
about how awesome that is. Every girl 
can play a girl’s sport. It takes a spe-
cial kind of girl to do a boy’s sport and 
be successful in it. I hope any girl who 
goes out for wrestling can brag about 
beating up on boys all day.” 

She is the daughter of Owen and 
Heather Robinson (Osage) and sis-
ter to Chance, Evan and Jackson. 
She is the granddaughter of Caleb 
Long (Osage) and Carol Jarrell and 
great-great-granddaughter of Hallie 
Reece Adams. She is a descendant of 
Chief MoyToy.

Courtesy Photo/Ted Dendy

Hunter Robinson, 16-year-old wrestler for Woodlands Collegiate Park High School in Texas, 
picks up her opponent. 

Courtesy Photo/ 
Ted Dendy

ABOVE: Hunter Rob-
inson pins her oppo-
nent.

Courtesy Photo/ 
Ted Dendy

RIGHT: Hunter Rob-
inson, 16, prepares 
for her wrestling 
match.

Courtesy Photo/Heather Robinson

With her striking good looks and red hair, 
Hunter Robinson has earned the hashtag 
#winteriscoming from her fans who say she 
looks like the character Sansa Stark from the 
HBO series “Game of Thrones.”
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All photos by TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Students from the Osage Language Immersion School participate in a STEAM camp with their teacher Mary 
Jacobs at the Nation’s Bird Creek Farms on Sept. 14-15.

A student plays a STEAM game with Education Department tribal advocate Amanda McKinley at the Nation’s 
Bird Creek Farms on Sept. 14-15.

Students from the Osage Language Immersion School participate in a STEAM camp activity at the Nation’s Bird 
Creek Farms on Sept. 14-15 with their teacher.

Environmental and Natural Resources employee Tom Ashmore and Education Department employee Shaina 
Perrier dress up as scarecrows for the STEAM camp at the Nation’s Bird Creek Farms on Sept. 14-15.

Osage Language
Immersion School

students participates in
STEAM camp

Attendees give a standing ovation for all 50 elders honored at the 9th 
Annual Oklahoma Indian Elder Honors, held at the National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City on Oct. 3.

Rosemary Wood is one of the 50 recipients of the AARP Indian Elder 
Honors medallions, given to her on Oct. 3 at the National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City.

Tim Tall Chief is one of the 50 recipients of the AARP Indian Elder Hon-
ors medallions, given to him on Oct. 3 at the National Cowboy & West-
ern Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City.

Jeri Red Corn accepts the AARP Oklahoma Indian Elder Honors medal-
lion on behalf of her late husband Charles Red Corn on Oct. 3.

Jerri Jean Branstetter is one of the 50 recipients of the AARP Indian El-
der Honors medallions, given to her on Oct. 3 at the National Cowboy 
& Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City.

aarP elder hOnOrs
–from Page 11

Stay Current!
Please keep your address current with the Osage 
News. We publish important information about 
Osage Nation Elections, Health Benefit Plan, 
Higher Education Scholarships, and more. 

It’s easy! Just email or call us
with an address update!

(918) 287-5669   osagenews@osagenation-nsn.gov 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
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2017 F. Browning Pipestem 
Benefit Golf Scramble
scheduled for Oct. 20

Osage News

The OU American Indian Alumni Society will host the 2017 F. 
Browning Pipestem Benefit Golf Scramble on Friday, Oct. 20 at 
the Westwood Park Golf Court in Norman, Okla. 

Deadline for registration is Friday, Oct. 13. Proceeds go to-
ward the F. Browning Pipestem Memorial Scholarship at the 
University of Oklahoma and the OU American Indian Alumni 
Society Operations. 

The cost is $100 per person and $400 per team of four. Check 
in is 7:30 a.m. and the shotgun start is at 8 a.m.

For more information or to obtain a registration form, please 
email americanindianalumniOU@gmail.com.

Osage honor student Noah Shadlow has 
once-in-a-lifetime experience in Boston
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Noah Shadlow and his fa-
ther, William Shadlow, trav-
eled to Boston, Mass., in July 
where Noah attended the 
Congress of Future Science 
and Technology Leaders as an 
Oklahoma delegate.

Shadlow, a 17-year-old se-
nior at Hominy High School, 
was nominated by Dr. John C. 
Mather, winner of the Nobel 
Prize in Physics and the Sci-
ence Director of the National 
Academy of Future Scientists 
and Technologists. Noah said 
the trip was inspiring, to say 
the least.

“It was probably one of the 
funnest things I’ve ever done. 
It was me and my dad and we 
got to run around Boston,” he 
said. “The Congress met for 
eight hours a day and we went 
there for four to five hours a 
day. While I was there the peo-
ple presenting were so inspir-
ing and so cool.” 

During the three-day Con-
gress, students heard Nobel 
Laureates and National Med-
al of Science recipients talk 
about leading scientific re-
search. They were given ad-
vice from deans of the world’s 
top tech universities and saw 
works by fellow teen science 
prodigies, according to a pre-
pared release.

Shadlow said while there 
were many science and tech-
nology presentations, includ-
ing a full-sized robot, it was 
a presentation of a man’s sto-
ry of coming to America from 
India that was most inspiring 
to him. This man didn’t have 
much money but he went to 
school and developed a water 
purification tablet and now he 
is a multi-millionaire.

Upon returning from Bos-
ton, Shadlow was a part of the 
first class to win the Osage 

Courtesy Photo

Noah Shadlow

Nation’s Health Career Schol-
arship. 

“I actually did a medical in-
ternship this summer, so I’m 
probably interested in medical 
science or Indian law,” he said. 
“My internship was at the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center. 

“Just getting to see how the 
whole clinic worked, because 
I didn’t know how it worked. 
They sent me to every depart-
ment, from the front desk to 
optometry, it was keen.” 

He said he plans to attend 
Fort Lewis College in Duran-

go, Colo., after he graduates 
and wants to enter the medical 
science field. 

Shadlow is the vice presi-
dent of the Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth 
Council, where he was instru-
mental in sending a delegation 
to the Standing Rock Reser-
vation in the fight against 
the Dakota Access Pipeline in 
2016. He plays the tuba in the 
Hominy High School Band and 
he attends Osage Language 
classes. He is of the Hominy 
District and is the son of Wil-
liam and LaDonna Shadlow. 
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United Osages of Southern 
California Fall Gathering 
scheduled Nov. 4 in Carlsbad
Osage News 

The United Osages of Southern California is hosting its Fall 2017 Gathering on 
Saturday Nov. 4 in Carlsbad starting at 11 a.m.

According to a UOSC announcement, this fall gathering will have presenta-
tions that focus on Osage culture. Officials from the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Cen-
ter in Pawhuska will be presenting and other Osage Nation government officials 
will be attending and interacting with the Osage public. 

The UOSC fall gathering will be held in a new meeting location at Heritage 
Hall in Carlsbad’s Magee Park, 258 Beech Ave.

Lunch will be provided at noon and there will also be an opportunity drawing 
for donated gifts. RSVPs for the UOSC gathering are due by Oct. 25 and can be 
emailed to socal.osages@gmail.com or (760) 802-7591. 

Courtesy Photo/Jeffrey Gilchrist

Jeffrey Gilchrist presents Mark Kirk with a certificate of appreciation for speaking at the 
fundraiser on Sept. 9.

Sage Hawk Foundation fundraiser 
held Sept. 9 to benefit computer
literacy pilot program
Osage News

The Sage Hawk Foundation is busy trying to raise money for its six-month 
pilot program it will be hosting in the Osage Nation next year. The pilot program 
is dedicated to providing free or low-cost computer literacy training and job place-
ment services to Native Americans in Pawhuska. 

“If we are successful, we will have a measurable and positive impact in the 
local community that will strengthen everyone involved and not only provide a 
return on investment in someone’s life, but in the Pawhuska business community 
as well,” Gilchrist said.

The first Sage Hawk Foundation fundraiser dinner, sponsored by Osage Casi-
nos, was held at Samantha’s Restaurant in Bartlesville on Sept. 9 with featured 
speaker, Robert “Mark” Kirk. Kirk is the current director for the Nation’s Infor-
mation Technology department. 

Sixteen business leaders from the Pawhuska community were in attendance, 
Gilchrist said. 

“Mark (Kirk) delivered a very informative speech about the importance and 
necessity of computer literacy training for several citizen groups in the area, in-
cluding ‘at-risk’ individuals, seniors, and those less fortunate who need this train-
ing,” Gilchrist said. “Many people cannot access it or feel that it’s too late in life 
to learn a new skill.”  

For more information on how to donate to the Sage Hawk Foundation visit 
www.sagehawk.org.

Native American Political 
Leadership Program
taking applications
Osage News

The Deadline for applications for the Spring 2018 Native American Po-
litical Leadership Program (NAPLP) is Nov. 1, 2017. Students may apply 
online at www.naplp.gwu.edu. Contact the NAPLP office at (202) 994-3284 
or atnaplp@gwu.edu with any questions.

NAPLP is a full scholarship program for Native American undergradu-
ate and graduate students to study applied politics at George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C. The program is part of the Semester in 
Washington Politics program and is funded by the AT&T Center for Indig-
enous Politics and Policy.

The scholarship covers up to nine credits in tuition, on-campus housing, 
round-trip air travel, and a stipend for books ($250), and living expenses 
($2,400 in two installments).

Students also have an opportunity to intern in places such as a congres-
sional office, national tribal organization, or a federal agency.

Deadline for applications for the Spring 2018 Native American Political 
Leadership Program is Nov. 1, 2017. Students may apply online at www.
naplp.gwu.edu. Contact the NAPLP office at (202) 994-3284 or at naplp@
gwu.edu with any questions. 

FILING FOR CANDIDACY
• Filing for Candidacy forms are available on our website, or you can request them 

by calling or emailing our office.
• Candidates must be an enrolled Osage Member.
• A felony conviction cannot appear on a Candidate’s certified court record.
• Proof of a separate bank account in the name of the Candidate or the  

Candidate’s Campaign must be provided upon filing.
• Candidates must show their Osage Nation Membership Card and Government 

Issued Photo ID upon filing.

FILING FOR CHIEF OR  
ASSISTANT CHIEF: December 5-January 8

• Candidate must be at least 35 years of age on the date of the election.
• The filing fee is $500 for Chief and $400 for Assistant Chief and must be in 

the form of a Cashier’s Check or Money Order made out to the Osage Nation 
Election Office.

FILING FOR CONGRESS: February 6-March 12
• Candidate must be at least 25 years of age on the date of the election.
• The filing fee is $300 and must be in the form of a Cashier’s Check or Money 

Order made out to the Osage Nation Election Office.

Individuals interested in filing for office that have any further 
questions, please feel free to contact us during regular office 

hours using the contact information provided below.

ELECTION OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Toll Free (877) 560-5286
Phone (918) 287-5286 • Fax (918) 287-5292

Email electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov

Physical Address: 608 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 928 Pawhuska, OK 74056

osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections
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Osage energy
Geothermal Production Wells

Rosemary Wood

Rosemary Wood
Osage News

Those raised in the Osage are 
as familiar with the sights and 
sounds of oil and gas production as 
they are with the sights and sounds 
of wind and rain. We fall asleep 
hearing the sounds of pump-jacks 
– the metronome of the prairie, as 
ubiquitous as cicadae.    Although 
the term “geothermal production 
wells” is becoming more common 
in the Osage, many of us know lit-
tle about them. I reviewed avail-
able information and gained some 
understanding of the topic.  

The reason geothermal wells 
work is because the temperature 
under the earth’s crust remains 
constant while the above ground 
ambient temperature changes sea-
sonally.  During August in Osage 
County, the temperature can be 
a sweltering 100 degrees or more, 
and drop to 32 degrees during the 
winter months. In the meantime, 
the underground temperature re-
mains at a constant temperature 
of 55 degrees at some depths.  Un-
derground, temperature increase 
with increased depth. 

By placing loop(s) of pipe con-
taining fluid into the ground, heat 
can be transferred to and from a 
building to the cooler temperature 
underground. The warmer tem-
perature from above will be dissi-
pated by contact with the relative 
cooler temperatures below and re-
turned above ground cooler than 
the ambient air within the build-
ing. During the winter the reverse 
transfer of temperature works as 
well, in reverse.

According to the California De-
partment of Conservation, “The 
methods and equipment used to 
drill geothermal wells … are very 
similar to those used to drill oil 
and gas wells. Conventional rota-
ry drilling rigs and drilling equip-
ment are used and drilling fluid 
– also called drilling mud – is cir-
culated through the well to bring 
the cuttings back to the surface 
and to cool the well.”  

In describing well design, the 
California Department of Conser-
vation states that, “After a well is 
drilled ... steel pipe, called casing, 
is cemented in place by pump-
ing cement into the annulus [the 
space between the casing and the 
rock formation]. The casing and 
cement prevent fluids in differ-
ent zones from mixing with each 

other or with the produced fluids. 
It is important to cement all of the 
annular space behind the casing. 
Cement prevents the casing from 
expanding or buckling when heat-
ed and helps prevent corrosion. If 
the casing is cemented across the 
production zone, small holes are 
punched through the casing with a 
special gun-perforating device. The 
casing usually runs from just above 
the producing formation to the sur-
face ...” I hope this discussion helps 
folks understand some of the basics 
of geothermal well construction, de-
sign and dynamics.  

I know very little concerning 
the gas leak around the geother-
mal wells heating and cooling the 
Pawhuska High School. I do know 
that they did not cement in the cas-
ing.   Grout is a relatively porous 
and brittle material, and lacks the 
bonding properties to withstand as 
much pressure and shifting surges 
as cement. This was used instead 
of cement. Drilling logs reported 
differing total depths, thus erod-
ing confidence in their drilling logs. 
The Osage Minerals Council was 
not consulted prior to or during the 
construction of these wells, only 
after gas began to leak. OMC offi-
cials have been since notified by the 
Oklahoma Water Resources Boards 
that their inclusion will be sought 
in future planning.  

–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary 

Wood is a former two-time Osage Trib-
al Councilwoman and graduated from 
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in 
1963, the University of Oklahoma in 
1965, and from Rutgers University in 
1971 with a Master of Science in Psy-
chiatric Nursing.

Employment Program for Seniors available
Osage News

Grand Gateway Economic Development Association’s Senior Community Ser-
vice Employment Program (SCSEP) is now enrolling eligible persons in Osage 
County. SCSEP is a paid training program for individuals 55 and older who are 
economically disadvantaged, long term unemployed, and wanting to re-enter the 
workforce.

Eligible persons are assigned to local public and non-profit organizations 20-
25 hours per week and are paid a training wage of $7.25 per hour while prepar-
ing for and seeking permanent employment. The goal of this program is to help 
those 55 and older get back into the workforce by updating skills and providing 
services that will assist in their job search, while providing an income to help 
sustain them during their search.

These positions are funded by Title V of the Older Americans Act and are sub-
ject to eligibility restrictions. Grand Gateway is an equal opportunity employer/
program.  Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request. 

For more information about the program and eligibility requirements, contact 
Grand Gateway staff Karen Geiger at (918) 783-5793, ext. 231.

ATTENTION
OSAGE VOTERS
2018 Election Year
Important Dates

 

PRIMARY ELECTION DATES
• DECEMBER 5 – Filing for Principal Chief and Assistant Principal  

Chief Begins
• JANUARY 8 – Filing for Principal Chief and Assistant Principal  

Chief Ends
• FEBRUARY 16 – Deadline to submit Absentee Ballot Request forms. 

Requests must be received by the close of business at 4:30 p.m.
• FEBRUARY 26 – Absentee Ballot Mailing Begins
• MARCH 30 – Early Voting Day 1
• MARCH 31 – Early Voting Day 2
• APRIL 2 – Primary Election Day

GENERAL ELECTION DATES
• FEBRUARY 6 – Filing for Congress Begins
• MARCH 12 – Filing for Congress Ends
• APRIL 20 – Deadline to submit Absentee Ballot Request forms. Request 

must be received by the close of business at 4:30 p.m.
• APRIL 30 – Absentee Ballot Mailing Begins
• JUNE 1 – Early Voting Day 1
• JUNE 2 – Early Voting Day 2
• JUNE 4 – General Election Day 

ABSENTEE INFORMATION
• Check your calendars to see if you will be able to vote in person or need 

to submit an Absentee Ballot Request form.
• Permanent Absentee Voters do NOT have to submit a new request form.
• Please call the Election Office to verify if you are a Permanent  

Absentee Voter.
• Make sure your Mailing Address and Absentee Ballot Mailing Address 

are current with our office.
• Please submit a new form if you did not mark the Permanent Absentee 

Voter option on the form that you submitted for your 2017  
Election Year.

• Make sure you submit a clear copy of your government issued photo ID. 
EXAMPLES: Driver’s License, Passport, Military ID, Tribal Photo ID, etc.

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE PRIVACY PROGRAM?
You can make the choice to receive mailings from candidates. You will still be 
on the list of eligible voters AND still receive mailings from the Osage Nation 
departments. Sign up now by filling out the form found on our website or 
contact our office and we will mail, fax, or e-mail it to you.

ELECTION OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION

Toll Free (877) 560-5286
Phone (918) 287-5286 • Fax (918) 287-5292

Email electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov

Physical Address: 608 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 928 Pawhuska, OK 74056

osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections

Graphic by TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The flow of a geothermal well during summer and winter months. 

How to submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or 
send email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and informa-
tive to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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Courtesy Photo

Osage tribal members Terry Fitler and Christy Galbreath, mother and daughter, recently 
traveled to Tuscany, Italy, and shared their Osage News.

Osages Around The World
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OCTOBER
October 9 

Observed Holiday 
Osage Day 
Offices Closed 

October 14 
North Texas Osage  
Association Meeting 
4500 Merlot Avenue 
Merlot Avenue Community 
Room 
Grapevine, Texas 
Lunch will be served to 
those who RSVP 
For more information  
contact (210) 825-6747

October 20 
Osage County Drive-Thru 
Flu Vaccine Event 
7 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Skiatook, Oklahoma 
For more information  
contact Melissa Lovich at 
(918) 287-3740   

October 21 - 22 
2017 Cultural Walk 
From Kansas to Home, a 
Cultural Experience 
Mullendore Crossbell Ranch
Registration deadline is 
September 22
For more information  
contact (918) 287-5632

October 23-27 
Osage Nation 1st Annu-
al Wildland Fire Rookie 
School 
Training held at Wildland 
Fire Management Office 
1968 Old Highway 99
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
For more information  
contact (918) 287-9767

October 26
6th Annual Six  
Nations Walk 
Lake Ponca on Marina 
Drive 
Ponca City, Oklahoma 
For more information  
contact (918) 287-5253 

October 27
Fun Walk for Breast  
Cancer Awareness Month
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Sign Up on the Osage  
Nation Museum grounds 
Participants can begin 
walking; Encourage every-
one to wear PINK and show 
your support 
For more information  
contact (918) 287-5482 or 
(918) 287-5270

October 28 
Osage Nation 5K Buffalo 
Run and Fun Run
Osage Hills State Park 
2131 Osage Hill Park Road 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
Registration begins at 6:45 
a.m. and Registration ends 
at 7:30 a.m.; 5K and Fun 
Run begins at 8 a.m. 
For more information  
contact (918) 287-5525 

October 31
Osage News Halloween 
Employee Costume Contest
Costumes will be judged on 
Osage News Facebook page
Winners will receive prizes

NOVEMBER 
November 1-2

Osage Oil and Gas  
Summit 2017
Skiatook Osage  
Casino and Hotel 
Skiatook, Oklahoma 
Lease Sale (open to public) 
will be Nov. 1 at 9 a.m.
For more information 
contact christy.redeagle@
osagecasinos.com 

November 3 - 5 
Braiding the Sacred Gath-
ering of Traditional Corn 
Growers 
Gathering Site: 1449 W. 
Main St. 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma

For more information  
contact (916) 995-3209

November 4 
United Osages of Southern 
California Fall Gathering
Heritage Hall-Magee Park 
258 Beech Ave. 
Carlsbad, California 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information  
contact Greg Clavier at 
(760) 802-7591

November 10 
Observed Holiday 
Veterans Day
Offices Closed 

November 16 
The Commodity  
Kitchen Table 
Healthy Cooking Classes 
1449 W. Main (Old Cultural 
Center)
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
Thursday nights for 4 class 
sessions; 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. each night
To register contact Public 
Health Nursing at (918) 
287-5482

November 23 - 24 
Observed Holiday 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
Offices Closed 

DECEMBER
December 25 - 26 

Observed Holiday 
Christmas Holiday 
Offices Closed

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 604 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, or 
fax to (918) 287-5563. Make sure 
to include event date, location, 
email and Web address (if 
applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contact-
ed for validation if necessary. 
Deadline for the November issue 
is October 18, 2017.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Native American Soccer 
Coaches Committee to offer 
free coaching clinic
Osage News

The Native American Soccer Coaches Committee is hosting 
a free coaching education course Nov. 4 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. in 
Tulsa at the Alsuma Soccer Fields.

To register, visit unitedsoccercoaches.org/Store/events/regis-
tration.aspx?event=7166 

The registration deadline is Oct. 28.
The Alsuma Soccer Complex is located at 9801 E. 51st. Street 

South in Tulsa. For more information, please contact Boyna 
Bear at boynabear@hotmail.com or (469) 774-8865. 

OU to host Native &
Indigenous Literary Festival
Osage News

Osage poet Elise Paschen 
is just one of the many writ-
ers who will be featured at the 
25th anniversary of Returning 
the Gift, a Native & Indige-
nous Literary Festival to be 
hosted on the University of 
Oklahoma campus Oct. 8-11 in 
Norman, Okla. 

The event will be held at the 
Oklahoma College of Continu-
ing Education, Thurman J. 
White Forum Building, on the 
OU campus. 

Featured writers for the con-
ference include Arigon Starr, 
Tim Tingle, Carter Revard 
(Osage), and Linda Hogan, 
according to a press release. 
More than 50 presentations 
will include panel discussions, 
readings, and films during the 
four-day event. There will also 
be a Young Writers’ Workshop, 
which will engage students of 
the Riverside Indian School 
from Anadarko, Okla., accord-
ing to the release. 

Choctaw and Kiowa artist 
Steven Paul Judd will perform 
a live paint during a reading 
by Leanne Howe on the eve-
ning of Oct. 8. The Universi-
ty of Oklahoma’s Indigenous 
People’s Day Ceremony will 

be held on the morning of Oct. 
9, followed by a talk by Acoma 
Pueblo poet Simon Ortiz. 

Oct. 10 will feature panels, 
readings and presentations 
throughout the day. The eve-
ning will feature the Native 
Writers Circle of the Ameri-
cans banquet that will hon-
or the late Dakota poet and 
activist John Trudell and the 
late Anishinaabe writer Jim 
Northrup, according to the 
release. Diane Glancy, Alison 
Hedge Coke, and Duane Nia-
tum will receive the Annual 
Lifetime Achievement award 
for the years of 2014-2017. 

“Not only are we excited 
about seeing old friends, but 
we are excited to welcome 
young writers to Returning 
the Gift and the Native Writ-
ers Circle of the Americas,” 
said Returning the Gift confer-
ence coordinator, Dr. Barbara 
Hobson. “It’s time to re-ener-
gize the Native Writers Circle 
of the Americas and to grow 
the organization.” 

For more information vis-
it www.rtglitfest.org for the 
complete list of presenters and 
registration information, or 
contact Dr. Barbara Hobson 
at (405) 821-5491 or email re-
turningthegift@gmail.com. 

Courtesy Photo/ON WIC

Attendees of the 2017 Oklahoma WIC Conference, held at the Midwest City Reed Conference Center  
Sept. 12-14.

Osage Nation hosts state WIC 
Conference in Midwest City
Osage News

The Osage Nation hosted 
the state WIC Conference in 
Midwest City, Sept. 12-14, at 
the Midwest City Reed Con-
ference Center. More than 300 
attendees heard from speakers 
about EBT, food packages, ex-
cellence in service, and more. 

ON WIC Director, Lisa 
Manon Taylor, said the an-
nual conference provides in-
valuable education for those 
in WIC such as nutritionists, 
dieticians, lactation consul-
tants and more. Taylor said 
the planning of the conference 
took place off and on through-
out the year.

“We contracted with the 
University of Oklahoma’s Cen-
ter for Public Management 
team to handle the execution of 
the event. It was a rocky start, 
but once OU awarded the bid 
for the hotel to the Sheraton 
Midwest City Reed Conference 
Center, we picked up steam,” 
she said. “Mandy Caid-Jeffer-
son, Education and Training 
Specialist with the Oklahoma 
Department of Health, who 
has been instrumental in plan-
ning the previous conferences, 
was a valuable source of help 
and information. We worked 
together, along with a commit-
tee of accomplished WIC ladies 
from other tribal organizations 
to brainstorm the planning de-
tails.”  

The National WIC Associ-

ation presented a training on 
social media and how to utilize 
it to enhance your WIC pro-
grams, Taylor said.  

Speakers talked on a variety 
of subjects including ethics, cul-
tural competency, Heart But-
ton Counseling, breastfeeding, 
toddler behaviors, postpartum 
depression, trauma informed 
practices, mealtime blessings, 
caregiver stress, and avoiding 
burnout, she said.  

“Everyone has a passion for 
WIC, most have been in the 
WIC world for many, many 
years and this affords them 
the opportunity to replenish 
themselves and keep striv-
ing to help the participants 
they serve each day,” Taylor 
said. “These same people truly 

make a difference in the lives 
of thousands of families. 

“Overall, the conference 
was a huge success thanks 
to everyone who had a part 
in organizing and planning. I 
would especially like to thank 
the Food Nutrition Service 
Southwest Regional Direc-
tor, Darrell Allen for provid-
ing the funding, the Osage 
Nation Executive Branch for 
their support, and my staff 
for all the amazing ways they 
stepped up and helped during 
the past year and while they 
attended the conference, in-
troduced speakers and were 
room monitors.”

Congratulations!
We are proud to announce that our daughter, Natalie Rose 

Collins walked graduation with cum laude honors at Drexel 
University in Philadelphia, Penn., on June 12, 2017. She will 
receive her Bachelor of Science in Nursing in December 2017. 
She is the daughter of La Joy Ann Collins and Joseph Michael 
Collins of Ewing, New Jersey. Her maternal grandparents are 
Harry Monroe George (deceased) and Margaret Whitley. She is 
the great-granddaughter of James Ira George, Jr. and Mary El-
len Strode-George, and the great-great-granddaughter of Osage 
allottee James Ira George, Sr. and Roxanne McCorkel-George.

Additionally, we would like to thank the Osage Nation Higher 
Education Scholarship program for all their assistance over the 
years with Natalie’s education. Because of their assistance, her 
dream of becoming a nurse has become a reality!
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: To apply 
for a position with the Osage Nation 
go to https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/
application-form.Applicants are 
welcome to attach a resume and/
or cover letter in addition. Please 
note that all applicants tentative-
ly selected for employment with 
the Osage Nation will be required 
to submit to a urinalysis to screen 
for illegal drug use. Employment 
will be contingent upon drug test 
results. OSAGE / VETERAN / IN-
DIAN PREFERENCE IS CONSID-
ERED. Verification of preference 
must be included with application. 
For questions please contact Taryn 
Crawford, Osage Nation Employee 
Recruitment Specialist at (918) 287-
5445 or email tcrawford@osagena-
tion-nsn.gov.

Executive Administrative Assis-
tant – Pawhuska At least four (4) 
years education from college, busi-
ness or vocational school or equiv-
alent work experience preferred. At 
least four (4) years in office environ-
ment with strong customer service 
experience preferred. Must handle 
confidential information and sensi-
tive data. Must adhere to the Osage 
Nation policies and procedures. 
Regular full time. Salary: $15.40/hr.

Social Work Case Manager – 
Pawhuska Bachelor’s degree re-
quired in Social Work or related 
field. At least two year’s work expe-
rience in case management or social 
work. Case Management Certifica-
tion preferred. Must have knowl-
edge of human behavior and group 
dynamics. Must be able to communi-
cate effectively wit individuals and 
function calmly in situation which 
require a high degree of sensitivity, 
tact and diplomacy 

Osage Nation Education Depart-
ment Internship Osage Nation 
Education Department Internship 
Program is designed to provide 
Osage students with work experi-
ence in their chosen field of study. 
The program is designed to serve 
enrolled members of the Osage Na-
tion with a minimum of 61+ hours 
completed in an accredited college 
or university degree program. Reg-
ular Temporary Full Time.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To apply 
for a position with Osage Casino go 
to www.osagecasinos.com/careers

Security Officer – Skiatook  Se-
curity Individual must be at least 
18 years of age. High school diplo-
ma/GED and 6 months of previous 
work experience. Gaming, hospi-
tality or customer service industry 
preferred. Prior experience in law 
enforcement, military or civilian 
security services is helpful. Regular 
full time. 

Dishwasher – Skiatook Food and 
Beverage Restaurant experience 
preferred. Must be 18 years of age. 
Must be able to pass background 
check, with no prior convictions of 
any felonies. Must be able to obtain 
and maintain Osage Nation Gaming 
License. Regular Part Time. 

Guest Service Representative – 
Bartlesville Gaming Operations 
Individual must be at least 18 years 
of age. High school diploma/GED 
and 6 months of previous work ex-
perience. Gaming, hospitality or 
customer service industry preferred. 
Regular full time. 

Call Center Agent – Tulsa Hos-
pitality High School Diploma or 
GED. Must be 21 years of age or 
older. One year experience in a high 
volume customer service position. 
Hotel or call center experience as a 
front desk agent, call center agent, 
or reservations preferred. Regular 
full time. 

Security Officer – Ponca City Se-
curity Individual must be at least 
18 years of age. High school diplo-
ma/GED and 6 months of previous 
work experience. Gaming, hospi-
tality or customer service industry 
preferred. Prior experience in law 
enforcement, military or civilian 

Classifieds
security services is helpful. Regular 
full time. 

Casino Services Agent – Tulsa 
Cage Must be 18 years of age or 
older. High School Diploma or GED. 
Prior cash handling experience re-
quired. Gaming. Hospitality or Cus-
tomer Service industry experience 
preferred. Previous direct customer 
service experience required. 

Security Officer – Hominy Secu-
rity Individual must be at least 18 
years of age. High school diploma/
GED and 6 months of previous work 
experience. Gaming, hospitality or 
customer service industry preferred. 
Prior experience in law enforcement, 
military or civilian security services 
is helpful. Regular full time. 

Security Supervisor – Ponca 
City Security Must be at least 18 
years of age. Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration or Crim-
inal Justice plus 3 months of de-
partment-specific experience; or 
Associate’s degree in Business Ad-
ministration or Criminal Justice 
plus 6 months or more of depart-
ment-specific work experience; or 
High school diploma/GED plus one 
(1) year of department-specific expe-
rience.Regular full time.

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs 
Hospitality  Six months experience 
in customer service or hospitality. 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Must be able to pass background 
check, with no prior convictions of 
any felonies. Must be able to obtain 
and maintain Osage Nation Gaming 
License. Regular Full Time

Short Order Cook – Skiatook 
Food and Beverage Regular full 
time. 

Dishwasher – Bartlesville Food 
and Beverage Restaurant experi-
ence preferred. Must be 18 years 
of age. Must be able to pass back-
ground check, with no prior convic-
tions of any felonies. Must be able to 
obtain and maintain Osage Nation 
Gaming License. Regular full time.

Valet Attendant – Tulsa Player’s 
Club Must be at least 18 years of 
age. High school diploma/GED and 
6 months of previous work experi-
ence. Gaming, Hospitality or Cus-
tomer Service industry preferred.
Regular Part Time 

EVS Attendant – Bartlesville 
Hospitality  Six months experience 
in customer service or hospitality. 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Must be able to pass background 
check, with no prior convictions of 
any felonies. Must be able to obtain 
and maintain Osage Nation Gaming 
License. Regular full time. 

Casino Services Agent – Sand 
Springs Cage Must be 18 years 
of age or older. High School Diplo-
ma or GED. Prior cash handling 
experience required. Gaming. Hos-
pitality or Customer Service indus-
try experience preferred. Previous 
direct customer service experience 
required. Regular full time. 

Cocktail Server – Bartlesville 
Food and Beverage Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Female must 
be able to fit a size 8 or smaller for 
Women’s attire. Males must be able 
to fit a size 36 waist for men’s attire. 
High school diploma/GED. Regular 
full time. 

Bartender – Hominy Food and 
Beverage High School Diploma or 
GED. Six months customer service 
experience preferred. Must be 21 
years of age. Must be able to pass 
background check, with no prior 
convictions of any felonies. Must be 
able to obtain and maintain Osage 
Nation Gaming License. Regular 
full time. 

Maintenance Technician – Sand 
Springs Must be at least 18 years of 
age. High school diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experience. 
Gaming, hospitality or customer 
service industry preferred. Minimal 
of two to three years of experience in 
position related to assigned duties 
required. Regular full time. 

Cocktail Server – Sand Springs 
Food and Beverage Must be at 
least 18 years of age. Female must 
be able to fit a size 8 or smaller for 
Women’s attire. Males must be able 
to fit a size 36 waist for men’s attire. 
High school diploma/GED.Regular 
full time. 

Maintenance Technician – Pon-
ca City Facilities Must be at least 
18 years of age. High school diplo-
ma/GED and 6 months of previous 
work experience. Gaming, hospi-
tality or customer service industry 
preferred. Minimal of two to three 
years of experience in position relat-
ed to assigned duties required. Reg-
ular full time. 

Casino Host – Ponca City Ad-
vertising/Marketing Associate’s 
Degree in Hospitality, Marketing 
or related field. Two years of high 
volume casino hospitality business 
experience. Bachelor’s Degree in 
Marketing, Sales, or related field 
preferred. Regular full time. 

Main Bank Cashier – Sand 
Springs Cage Must be at least 18 
years of age. High School Diploma 
or GED required. Prior cash – han-
dling experience required. Requires 
experience in guest services or ca-
sino operations; prior cage cashier 
experience preferred. Regular full 
time. 

Restaurant Server – Sand 
Springs Food and Beverage 
High school diploma/GED required. 
Gaming, hospitality, food, bever-
age or customer service industry 
preferred. Previous experience in a 
high volume food service operation 
or bar is preferred. Cash handling 
experience or previous POS usage is 
helpful.Regular full time. 

Maintenance Technician – Tul-
sa Facilities Must be at least 18 
years of age. High school diploma/
GED and 6 months of previous work 
experience. Gaming, hospitality or 
customer service industry preferred. 
Minimal of two to three years of ex-
perience in position related to as-
signed duties required. Regular full 
time. 

Marketing Database Analyst – 
Tulsa Advertising/Marketing 
Must be at least 21 years of age. 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Ad-
ministration, Marketing, MIS or 
substantially related field plus a 
minimum of two (2) years’ experi-
ence in casino gaming industry; or 
five (5) years’ experience progres-
sively responsible experience in 
analytics and reporting. Experience 
with Excel, Access and SQL re-
quired. Regular full time. 

Short Order Cook – Bartles-
ville Food and Beverage Six (6) 
months of previous work experience 
in the food industry. Must be 18 
years of age. Must be able to pass 
background check, with no prior 
convictions of any felonies. Must be 
able to obtain and maintain Osage 
Nation Gaming License. Regular 
full time. 

Restaurant Server – Ponca City 
Food and Beverage High school 
diploma/GED required. Gaming, 
hospitality, food, beverage or cus-
tomer service industry preferred. 
Previous experience in a high vol-
ume food service operation or bar 
is preferred. Cash handling experi-
ence or previous POS usage is help-
ful. Regular Part Time. 

EVS Attendant – Skiatook Hos-
pitality Six months experience 
in customer service or hospitality. 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Must be able to pass background 
check, with no prior convictions of 
any felonies. Must be able to obtain 
and maintain Osage Nation Gaming 
License. Regular full time. 

Classified 
For lease: Commercial 
Building on restricted 
Osage lot: 1240 W. 
Main, south side of 
Highway 60, west side 
Pawhuska. ½ acre lot 
with 768 square foot 
building.  
Central heat/air and 
½ bathroom with east 
side drive through win-
dow. Restricted lease 
not subject to state and 
local taxation whether 
Indian or non-Indian.

CONTACT
Addie McClain

(918) 399-4670
or email

addiemcclain@gmail.com

Beverly Ann  
(Robinson) Coffer

Beverly Ann (Robinson) 
Coffer, also referred to by her 
friends as B.A., 79 years, of 
Hominy, Okla., passed away 
on Sept. 14, 2017 at Hillcrest 
Medical Center in Tulsa, Okla.

Beverly was born in Homi-
ny on Jan. 18, 1938 to James 
Leon and Ruth Katheryn 
(Hokiahse) Robinson. 

During her life she was mar-
ried to Ralph Allison Willcox, 
John Lawrence Mashunk-
ashey, and Walter Leon Cof-
fer.  Beverly was a life-long 
Hominy resident and was a 
homemaker. She was a mem-
ber of the First Baptist Church 
in Hominy.

Beverly is survived by: two 
sons, Jeffrey Willcox of Homi-
ny, and Damon Mashunkashey 
of Lawton, Okla., a brother 
Sonny Robinson of Hominy, 
8 grandchildren, Suzanne 
Billen, Amy Parks, Jennifer 
Daly, Trenton Mashunkashey, 
Madisyn Mashunkashey, 
Jayden Mashunkashey, Sham-
paigne Willcox, Daniel Will-
cox, (and his wife Chelsie),  23 
great-grandchildren, Paige, 
Chelsea, Dezarae, Marlee, 

Jamieson, Hawkin, Cayden, 
Jordan, Bret, Chloe, Jayden, 
Hunter, Randy, Rhianna, Tay-
lor, Will, Serenity, Ryleigh, 
Kali, Alexia, Gracie, Mina 
Rose, and Kaydence Elaine.

She was preceded in death 
by: her parents, Ruth and 
James, three former hus-
bands, daughter, Pamela Lynn 
Willcox, son Scott Allison, and 
granddaughter, Arika Lynn 
Wilkerson.

An Indian service was held 
Sept. 18, 2017 at the Osage 
Village Indian Chapel in Hom-
iny, with John Maker officiat-
ing. The funeral service was 
held Sept. 18, 2017 at the First 
Baptist Church, in Hominy, 
with Pastor Mark Formby offi-
ciating. Casket bearers for the 
services were, Larry Maker, 
Trenton Mashunkashey, Brad-
ley J. Wallace, Scott Harmon, 
Timothy Shadlow and Everett 
Waller. Burial followed the 

services at AJ Powell Memori-
al Cemetery in Hominy.

Powell Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with the ar-
rangements. Online condo-
lences and memories may be 
left in the guestbook at Powell-
FuneralService.com.

Sheryl Janette McClain 
Dawson Smith

Sheryl Janette Dawson 
Smith passed from this life 
July 12, 2017, in Catoosa, 
Okla., at the age of 48 years. 
Sheryl and her twin sister 
Shannon were born August 16, 
1968, in Warren, Mich., to par-
ents Raymond Lee McClain 
and Janet Ona Mae Ondra 
McClain.

Sheryl was proud of her 
Osage heritage and cherished 
the time spent learning the 
culture and traditions of the 
Osage. 

Sheryl was a Registered 
Nurse and completed her col-
lege degree with assistance 
from the Osage Nation Edu-
cation Department. She was 
most fond of working in the 
Emergency Departments of 
hospitals where she could tend 

to persons in immediate need. 
Sheryl liked to garden and had 
collected a variety of roses and 
other flowers which she plant-
ed in multiple flower gardens. 
Sheryl also enjoyed collecting 
antique vases, glassware, jew-
elry and unique collectibles 
which she often offered for sale 
to customers around the world 
on eBay.

Sheryl loved her dogs. She 
raised two Pomeranians, 
named Sugar and Kody, and 
two pedigreed Shiloh Shep-
herds named Kaiser and Zak. 
Sheryl participated in dog 
shows where Kaiser and Zak 
won multiple show ribbons in 
Denver, Austin, St. Louis and 
Oklahoma City, including a 
Reserve Best in Show in Bro-
ken Arrow, Okla.

Services were held July 18, 
2017, at Reynolds Funeral 
Chapel in Tulsa, Okla., with 
burial in Floral Haven Me-
morial Garden in Broken Ar-
row, near her mother, Janet 
McClain, who preceded her in 
death.

Sheryl is survived by her 
husband, Gregory Smith of 
the home, her father Ray Mc-
Clain of Sand Springs, Okla., 
and her stepmother Marlene 
McClain. Four daughters, 
Elizabeth Corbly and husband 
Jonathan of Tulsa, Randi Daw-
son of Dallas, Carolyn Smith 
of Tulsa, and Kayla Dawson 
of Catoosa. One son, Christo-
pher Smith and wife Acelyn 
of Jenks, Okla. Three sisters, 
Lorene Smith of Tulsa, Shan-
non McClain of Sand Springs, 
and Cindy Stafford of Tulsa. 
Three grandchildren, Cadence 
Corbly of Tulsa, Mason Smith 
of Jenks, and Dawson Hudson 
of Catoosa.

Beverly Ann (Robinson) Coffer

Sheryl Janette McClain Dawson Smith

“We will give a final inspec-
tion before the BIA gives an-
other final inspection to make 
sure the area is satisfactory,” 
Lynn said. 

Preventative measures 
Pawhuska Public Schools 

Superintendent Dr. Janet 
Neufeld presented Winegard-
ner’s report to the Pawhuska 
School Board on Sept. 11 and 

said she had received it earli-
er that day and that she would 
post it to the PPS website. 

Affecting the high school 
were geothermal wells leak-
ing gas. Geothermal wells are 
not gas wells; they are used for 
geothermal heating and cool-
ing for the school. The OCC in-
stalled ventilation systems for 
the wells, the EPA conducted 
gas readings and cleared the 
way for the State Fire Mar-
shall to deem it safe for school 
to begin. 

According to Winegardner’s 
report, he recommended that 
if there is future expansion of 
the school and a geothermal 
system is used the construc-
tion of that system should be 
further away from the school. 
He recommended the use of 
horizontal wells because hor-
izontal wells are shallow and 
would keep the geothermal 
wells isolated from gas sourc-
es, preventing any possible gas 
leaks in the future. He said 
if vertical wells are dug, he 
recommended they be dug no 
deeper than 150 feet.

Neufeld said as part of pre-
ventative measures, the OCC 
has given PPS a gas monitor 
reader and is providing train-
ing for staff to measure gas 
levels on a regular basis. If 
staff detects any changes in 
readings, they are to notify 
the OCC immediately. In the 
meantime, the OCC will keep 
monitoring gas levels until the 
staff is properly trained and 
can keep logs and records of 
the readings, she said.

gas well
–from Page 6

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The pipe with the black top is the air ventilation system installed by the 
Oklahoma Corporation Commission. The ventilation system is for the gas 
leaking out of the geothermal wells used for heating and cooling the 
school. The ventilation pipe, located on top of the Oren Terrill Fieldhouse, 
will allow gas to escape into the air high above the breathable air below. 
The EPA and State Fire Marshall approved of the system and declared the 
site safe for school.
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We can do better 
Are we our own worst enemy? It 

would appear so. If you would take a 
look at the other Oklahoma Native 
American Tribes, you would see how 
successful they have been in business 
and county and state projects, while 
expanding their potential for new and 
more prosperity and security for their 
people and others. We need more than 
just casinos. 

The Osage Nation’s hiring practices 
are limited to tribal preference, simply 
to fill a job or position. We have unqual-
ified people in positions just because 
they are Osage or related to our elect-
ed leaders, or having held a previously 
traditional tribal position. Not every-
one participates in Traditional or Cer-
emonial activities, this does not mean 
they are any less Osage or do not have 
the same rights and privileges. We all 
count! We do have many outstanding 
Osages and others here capable of do-
ing an excellent job, judgment is out 
the window. 

Promises were made during the cam-
paign that there would “not” be any 
nepotism in the hiring for positions. All 
one has to do is review the employee 
list, if you can find one. 

There are directors that come in late 
in the morning, and at lunch, some 
don’t even come back from lunch. The 
Nation installed a computerized time 
clock, however the directors have been 
given the right to make changes in 
theirs and their employees time. Bad 
policy! It’s only the work-a-bees that 
are watched and penalized. There are 
cameras on campus, why aren’t these 
being used? There should be a camera 
in all offices including the Chief’s office 
and his staff. 

Just what has this administration 
done that can be seen as progress and 
hope for the future? Oh sure the Chief 
is busy on his own projects and spend-
ing a lot of money we do not have. The 
Chief is in the process of looking else-
where (contract business) to replace 
some jobs, this does not bring prosper-
ity for the future. Instead of contract-
ing outside the state, why not contract 
within the tribe, what is that LLC 
board doing?

Folks, we are poor!
Why do we have so many boards? I 

haven’t seen any progress or improve-
ments with the exception of the Osage 
News and the Election Board. What 
do these boards do? What good is the 
LLC Boards? We do not see any reports 
from these boards, why not? Are they 
still going down the wrong road, want-
ing more money to spend on a bad idea 
or deal? 

The Wah-Zha-Zhi health board? 
When the Osages decided to take over 
the IHS clinic they obviously had no 
idea what to do, as there hasn’t been 
much improvement. It is the same as 
before, it’s shameful how the Native 
people treat their own. 

One doesn’t have to work at or in the 
tribe to know how sad this tribe has be-
come. There is so much negativity here 
we need a purpose for the future. We 
need some new old blood. 

–Sandra Akins
Pawhuska, OK
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include acrylic on canvas, graphite and 
watercolor, monotype, acrylic on glass, 
acrylic on fiber paper and varnish, de-
coupage, oil on canvas, watercolor, ink 
on canvas, ink on denim, graphite and 
pastel, pastel on paper and more.

As soon as the ONM put out a call to 
the community for Gina Gray’s work, 
the response was overwhelming, Win-
ter said.

“People from across the United 
States contacted us about the exhibit 
and wanted to know how they could 
be a part of it,” Winter said. “We are 
very grateful for the generosity of the 
23 lenders. Without these individuals, 
this exhibition could not be possible.”

Gray was educated at the Institute 
of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, 
N.M., and the California Institute of 
Arts, where she studied commercial 
art. Famous for her monotypes and 
watercolors, Gray once said, “I was 
told years ago that you couldn’t do that 
– you couldn’t have pencil and water-
color in the same painting. I wanted to 
prove that wrong. I love to experiment. 
And these works were an instant hit. I 
couldn’t make them fast enough.”

Biss-Grayson, who is also an art-
ist and resides in Santa Fe, called his 
mother’s show “Excellent.” 

“It brought about all the timeline, 
the chapters, different styles my mom 
had. It was also good to see not just 
the permanent collection, but private 
collections and some of those works 
were unique,” Biss-Grayson said. “The 
teepee one, that my uncle Louis (Gray) 
has, is definitely one of the masterpiec-
es that she did.”

Biss-Grayson, whose stepdad was re-
nowned artist Earl Biss, said Biss and 
his mother were both his mentors. 

“Earl was more of the romantic im-
pressionistic style and mom was more 
modernistic contemporary style,” he 
said. “So, some of her usage of color, 
solid versus the more emotional ex-
pression, both of those I think I pulled 
out for my own artwork as well.”

Gray won many awards throughout 
her career. She won the prestigious 
Southwest American Indian Art Asso-

ciation’s 70th Annual Santa Fe Indian 
Market Fellowship Award. She was 
also a Native American Right’s activist 
and in 1973 spent a month at the oc-
cupation of Wounded Knee on the Pine 
Ridge reservation. She passed away 
Dec. 20, 2014.

“This is just a fraction of what she 
produced,” Roanhorse said. “Even the 
piece on the clipboard, that’s a piece 
that I own and that was her last piece, 
she was still working on that right be-
fore she passed away. 

“She was refined throughout, in my 
opinion. She definitely went through 
different styles and mediums, but her 
consistency has always been there.”

The exhibition catalogue will be 
available for the suggested donation 
of $20. All proceeds from the catalogue 
will go to the Osage Nation Museum to 
help in fulfilling their mission of edu-
cating the public on Osage art, history, 
and culture. 

For more information on the Gina 
Gray exhibition, please call or email 

Hallie Winter at (918) 287-5441 or 
hwinter@osagenation-nsn.gov. 

Lenders:
Anonymous
Florence Bigheart Tranum
Dante Biss-Grayson
Danette Daniels and The Water Bird 

Gallery
Margo Gray
Louis Gray
Edward Gray Sr.
Gayla Hollis
Julia K. Lookout
Frank and Nicki Lorenzo
Cory Lorenzo
Kalica-Lani Lorenzo
Marlana Mafille
Julie A. Malone
Robin Mead
Wendy Ponca
Sandra and Wakon I. Red Corn Sr.
Matt Revard
Addie and Anya Roanhorse
Tom Robinson
Robert and Theresa Schutz
Joe and Holly Strack
Dedra Wilber Morgan 

concerned that putting the original 
money amount into a fund would cause 
future budgeting issues because the 
money would not be available for other 
spending priorities unless a new appro-
priation law was passed to authorize 
taking money out of the fund. As an 

example, Buffalohead noted the Osage 
Veterans Memorial fund money sat for 
two years, which occurred due to a me-
morial commission that had yet to be 
seated.

On the session’s last day, the Con-
gress passed the $600,000 appropria-
tion for the museum fund. Congressman 
John Maker said he supported the fund 
creation noting the ON Museum con-
tains “all our treasures.”

How to submit a Letter to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to 

the editor, please mail it to the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 619 

Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 

email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters 

must be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited 

for grammar, clarity and space.




