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ON Supreme Court issues
opinion in Declaratory Judgement 
case Standing Bear v. Pratt
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Supreme 
Court issued its opinion in the 
Declaratory Judgment case 
Geoffrey M. Standing Bear v. 
Angela Pratt. The Court has 
ruled in favor of Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear. 

The role of the Execu-
tive Branch and the Legisla-
tive Branch when it comes to 
budgeting the Nation’s many 
programs, departments and 
divisions, has been a growing 
and contentious battle since 
the new government began in 
2006. Each year the branches 
test each other in new and dif-
ferent ways. 

Standing Bear filed the 
Declaratory Judgment peti-
tion to the Court on Nov. 28, 
2016, following the 2016 Tzi-
Zho Session. The petition was 
similar to the petition he filed 
in Standing Bear v. Whitehorn 
(2016) when Standing Bear 
successfully sued the Fourth 
Osage Nation Congress in the 
Supreme Court for constitu-
tional violations. Language 
from Whitehorn is heav-

ily referenced throughout the 
Court’s 35-page opinion, which 
was issued Aug. 11.

The ON Supreme Court 
is made up of three justices, 
Chief Justice Meredith Drent, 
Associate Justice Drew Pierce 
and Associate Justice Eliza-
beth Homer. Drent and Pierce 
authored the opinion.

“Our government is essen-
tially in its infancy. In relative 
terms, our level of constitu-
tional legal development could 

be compared to that of the 
United States federal govern-
ment in 1799 or 1800. For that 
reason, a certain amount of 
uncertainty in its application 
and enforcement is natural,” 
wrote the Court. “We are trou-
bled, however, by the fact that 
the legislative acts at issue 
here, all but one of which were 
enacted after our decision in 
Standing Bear v. Whitehorn, 

Osage News

The Osage Nation Supreme Court, located on the Osage Nation Campus 
in Pawhuska.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

From left: Stella McKinley, Teegan Hail, Titan Harris, Joseph Duty, 
Blair StandingBear, Sam Harding and Luna Jacobs with their new 
First Grade teacher Karen Kitchen.

Osage Nation begins school 
year with Kindergarten and 
First Grade classes at Osage 
Language Immersion School
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

A new school year has begun for the Osage Language Im-
mersion School and this year the Nation has added some-
thing new, first grade. 

“We want to continue to develop on what we started last 
year, continue to grow. We still want to create additional 
language curriculum, cultural curriculum, and set us all a 
foundation for this year and next year,” said David Webb, 
the Head Master for the Osage Language Immersion School 
(OLIS). “We’re also super excited to have the new teachers 
that we have, Karen Kitchen and Thea Anderson, both are 
trained in the Montessori method.”

Kitchen, Osage, is the new First Grade teacher and is 
from Portland, Ore., by way of Tulsa. She lived in Tulsa un-
til she graduated from High School, she said. She earned 
her Bachelor of Arts in Social Sciences from Portland State 
University, her Masters of Arts in Teaching from the Uni-
versity of Portland, and her License in Educational Leader-
ship and Administration from Lewis & Clark College. She 
reinstated and administered the Native Montessori program 
in Portland Public Schools and believes in Montessori theory 
and practice, she said. She’s also worked with generations 
of American Indian and Alaskan Native students and their 
families in Oregon – both as a teacher and as the Director of 
Title VI Indian Education for Portland Public Schools. 

“I’m delighted and honored to be here and I think it’s a 
really incredible opportunity to get to work with children 
of my own tribe and learn language along with the children 
and make new friends,” Kitchen said. “I’m also proud to be 
joining all the other tribes around the country that have 
Montessori education happening in their schools.”

According to Montessori.com, the Montessori method, for 
ages 3 to 6 years old, is designed to be an individualized pro-
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SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The Osage Language Immersion School Kindergarten class, with new 
teacher Thea Anderson. From left: Emmett Smith, Jacob Ballard, Kit 
Standing Bear, Jenny Lynn, Karter Hoffman, Carysn Crawford, Domi-
nic Shackelford and Franklin McKinley.

Osage Congress approves 
$110,000 supplemental 
appropriation for burial 
assistance program
Benny Polacca
Osage News

During the Aug. 25 special 
session, the Fifth Osage Nation 
Congress voted unanimously 
to appropriate $110,000 to the 

burial assistance fund to con-
tinue the service without the 
fund depleting.

According to an Aug. 9 mes-
sage from the Executive Branch 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The Osage Nation Congress met in the Congressional Office commons 
area during the Aug. 25 special session while the chambers room is 
closed for repair work.

Osage Strong: Lily Lookout gaining
strength in family, friends and school
Osage News
Tara Madden

Lily Lookout was eight years 
old when she was diagnosed 
with Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia. She is now eleven 
and has been in remission for 
almost two years. She will be 

finishing her chemotherapy 
treatments on Oct. 22.

“Lily has a genetic marker 
that puts her at a higher risk 
for relapse of 85% so, we are 
in a wait to see what happens 
situation,” said her uncle and 
caregiver, John Leland. “She 
could go a year or five years 

or two months, no one knows 
what will happen. The chance 
of relapse is higher within the 
first year.”

She will be completing lab 
work every two weeks if her 
numbers stay in remission 
range and her tests come back 
negative for leukemia cells.

Lookout was diagnosed in 
2014 after complaining to her 
uncle and aunt after a Memo-
rial Day outing with friends at 
the lake and falling off an in-
ner tube and hurting herself. 
She later developed a cough 
that hurt her back and side. 
She had several tests and as 
her condition worsened the 
doctors ordered a bone marrow 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Lily Lookout’s Acute Lymphoblas-
tic Leukemia is in remission. Al-
though, her caregivers uncle and 
aunt John and Lauren Leland, say 
she has genetic markers that indi-
cate a high relapse rate. 
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Chief Standing Bear
selected for Joint
Civilian Orientation 
Conference at 
the Pentagon
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
spent a week at the 2017 Joint Civilian Orientation Con-
ference, the Department of Defense’s oldest orientation pro-
gram. 

The JCOC is a weeklong conference Aug. 6-12, hosted by 
the Secretary of Defense at the Pentagon in Washington, 
D.C. The conference is aimed to increase public understand-
ing of national defense and the U.S. Armed Forces among 
community leaders and civilians, according to the JCOC 
website. Only 40 participants were chosen from 220 nation-
wide nominations, according to a prepared release. 

The nominations are made by four-star Generals and Ad-
mirals of the President’s cabinet members and are chosen 
based on their geographical, professional and cultural influ-
ence in their fields, according to the website. Standing Bear 
was nominated by U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Lee Levy, com-
mander of Tinker Air Force Base.

“I was nominated after passing a physical, security back-
ground check, and overall review in June,” Standing Bear 
said in a telephone interview from Washington, D.C. on 
Aug. 5. “It is a distinct honor to represent the Osage people 
and all Native Americans at JCOC.” 
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Curator discusses ON
Museum activities with 
Northern California Osages

Benny Polacca
Osage News

PETALUMA, Calif. – Dis-
cussions of Osage culture, his-
tory and art filled the air as 
West Coast Osage constituents 
congregated here for the Aug. 
12 Northern California Osage 
gathering.

More than 40 attendees, 
including Osages, their fami-
lies and Osage Nation offi-
cials from Oklahoma, met at 
the city’s community center 
for the daylong event to hear 
culture-related presentations 
and to participate in work-
shops. Tribal employees from 
the ON Museum, Language 
Department and Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Cultural Center Pawhuska 
delivered presentations or led 
the workshops. Christopher 
Cote, a recently hired lan-
guage instructor, opened the 
event with an Osage prayer.

Keir Johnson-Reyes, an NCO 
Executive Committee member, 
said he was glad to see more 
youth attend the gathering, 
adding “it’s important to get 
young people exposed to this 
as well.” As the presentations 
started, the youth attendees 
went to a separate meeting 
room with Cote who led a basic 
Osage language class and also 
assisted the children in mak-
ing miniature eagles as an arts 
and crafts project.

NCO Executive Committee 
member Karen Elliott said 42 
people, including youth, at-
tended the gathering. “That 
is a very good turnout for us, 
because our attendance has 
been falling, which is why we 
switched to one meeting this 
year,” she said. “Amazingly 
about 80-plus percent RSVP’d, 
which is very rare. Our folks 
love cultural meetings like 
this one, and the one we had in 
March 2013, when we had the 
drum, dancers, hand games, 
etc. They are so important be-
cause many Osages in Califor-
nia never get to go back to the 
Nation and experience culture 
firsthand.”

ON Museum Curator Hallie 
Winter discussed the various 
events and activities the muse-
um has hosted in the two years 
she’s worked for the Nation. 
Born in Tulsa, Winter grew 
up in western New York and 
pursued a history degree with 
a minor in museum studies. 
She worked in other museum 
institutions before coming to 
Pawhuska in 2015. 

“Our goal is to educate 
the public about the history, 
culture and our artistic ex-
pressions by preserving our 
collections, enhancing our col-
lections and educating through 
our exhibits and programing,” 
Winter said, adding the ON 
Museum is considered the old-
est tribally-owned museum in 
the United States.  

The Osage Nation govern-
ment campus is the former site 
of an Indian boarding school 
with the girls’ dormitory built 
on the site of the present-day 
museum in 1872. According 
to Winter, the dormitory was 
torn down in 1937 and the 
sandstone from that building 
was used to build the museum 
as a single-story replica of the 
two-story dormitory. Osage 
author John Joseph Mathews 
served on the Osage Tribal 
Council at that time “and he 
was a real catalyst for opening 
the museum and his sister Lil-
lian was the first curator of the 
museum,” she said. 

A dedication ceremony for 
the formally named Osage 
Tribal Museum was held on 
May 2, 1938 as it opened its 
doors to the public, according 
to The Osage Timeline pub-
lished in 2014 by the museum.   

Winter discussed recent 

renovations to the museum, 
which includes refurbishing 
exhibit rooms and adding LED 
lighting to replace florescent 
and halogen lighting. She said 
the LED lighting is best to re-
duce energy costs and to pro-
tect museum collection items 
from UV rays and other light-
ing that can fade or increase 
wear and tear to those items. 

Winter noted the museum 
has an open call for Osage art-
ists’ work to be considered for 
exhibit display. Another ongo-
ing project is for museum staff 
to go through archives to re-
view the various items the mu-
seum has in possession.

As an example, Winter men-
tioned the recent 1,100 photo 

donation made to the museum 
by Assistant Principal Chief 
Raymond Red Corn, who col-
lected the various images dat-
ing back to the 1870s of Osage 
life and culture as well as doc-
uments. The Red Corn collec-
tion is the largest donation to 
the ON Museum.

In one of the exhibit rooms, 
Winter said museum objects 
will be rotated out depend-
ing on what other items come 
into the collection and the 
main point is “to give a brief 
overview, a general timeline 
of Osage history so that if you 
come into the museum you 

All photos by TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Attendees of the Summer 2017 Northern California Wah-Zha-Zhi Gather-
ing, Petaluma, CA. August 12.

Attendees look through t-shirts at the Summer 2017 Northern California 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Gathering, in Petaluma, Calif. on Aug. 12.

Children crafting with Osage Language Instructor Christopher Cote at 
the Summer 2017 Northern California Wah-Zha-Zhi Gathering, in Peta-
luma, Calif. on Aug. 12.

All photos Courtesy of  
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear

On Aug. 10, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear experienced the 
elite 10th Mountain Division. “They have been sent to Afghanistan 
and Iraq more than any other force. We participated in some amaz-
ing training activities!”

On Aug. 8, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear visited the U.S. 
Coastguard. “The U.S. Coastguard has many military capabilities,” he 
said.

On Aug. 8, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear witnessed a dem-
onstration by the U.S. Coastguard Search and Rescue.
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Osage soldier honored with Hero’s 
Award for evacuating civilians from 
Ukrainian building fire
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Oklahoma Army Nation-
al Guard Sgt. Nelson Deese 
(Osage) and five fellow sol-
diers received Hero’s Awards 
from the Minister of Defense 
Ukraine after the off-duty 
guardsmen responded to a 
July apartment building fire 
where they evacuated several 
civilians before local fire re-
sponders arrived.

On Aug. 24, Ukraine’s Inde-
pendence Day, Minister of De-
fense Stepan Poltorak awarded 
six U.S. National Guardsmen 
of the 45th Infantry Brigade 
Combat Team officers the He-
ro’s Award for evacuating peo-
ple from the burning building 
in the city of Lviv on July 16, 
according to Ukranian news 
outlet 112.International.

In a message from the Minis-
try of Defense, the six soldiers 
“were awarded with Honorary 
Badges for personal bravery, 
courage, selfless efforts during 
an emergency, exemplary per-
formance of military duties, 

Courtesy Photo

Oklahoma Army National Guard 
Sgt. Nelson Deese received a He-
ro’s Award from the Ukraine Minis-
try of Defense for responding to a 
July building fire to help evacuate 
civilians.

and high professionalism,” ac-
cording to 112.International. 

According to military news 
outlet Stars and Stripes, 
the soldiers “rescued the oc-
cupants of an apartment in 
Lviv, an hour’s drive from the 
Yavoriv Combat Training Cen-
ter where they were stationed. 
They were visiting Lviv after 

hours, taking in the sights of 
the historic old town, when 
they noticed smoke billowing 
from the building.”

Deese, of Crowder, Okla., is 
also a volunteer firefighter for 
the town and that job train-
ing experience came into play 
as he and the guardsmen ran 
toward the building after no-
ticing smoke coming from  
the structure.

“My first instinct and being 
in Infantry is to run towards 
the fire, so we took off down the 
street and when we got there, 
people weren’t really coming 
out and everyone was kind of 
looking and going about their 
business like it wasn’t a big 
deal, so I’m like ‘hey, let’s get 
in there,’” Deese recalled in a 
July 17 video interview about 
the fire. “We got about to the 
third story and then you could 
see the fire ... it was just blaz-
ing. We started knocking on 
doors, a couple other guys 
came in with the Unit, about 
four or five people answered 
... they were not aware of the 
fire and at that point, there 
was no firemen reported to the  
scene yet.”

“We started evacuating 
people” and the local firemen 
arrived 10 minutes later, said 
Deese who remained in the 
building to knock on doors he 
hadn’t reached yet. As the fire-
men entered with the fire hose, 
Deese helped them unwind 
it so they could reach the fire 
without tangles and delays.

Once the local firefighters 
started work on extinguishing 
the fire, Deese and the soldiers 
left the building. “I just want-
ed to make sure everyone was 
going to be out and everyone’s 
going to be safe. It instills in 
you as a soldier to always be 
ready and always be there for 
anyone on the battlefield or 
not,” Deese said.

Deese’s mother, Gayle 
Deese, also applauds her son’s 
actions. 

“Nelson has always been 
a leader, he thrives on mak-
ing a difference and loves the 
brotherhood of fellow soldiers, 
he possesses something that 
few possess and has since he 
was a child,” Gayle Deese said. 
“I cried when he called me to 
tell me about the fire and what 
happened and how he reacted 
when no one else would. I’m so 
terribly proud of my son and 
the man he has grown to be. I 
feel so blessed to be his mother. 
I wish his grandfather Richard 
E. Javine was still here to see 
him; I know he would be so 
proud of him, his father and 
his brother are as proud as I 
am along with his great-aunt, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, friends 
and battle buddies. I’m telling 
you he is one of a kind.”

Courtesy Photo/KyivPost .com

The six U.S. Army servicemen distinguished with bravery for evacuating 
civilians in fire in Lviv on July 16. Deese stands in the middle on the front 
row.

Courtesy Photo/Gayle Deese

Oklahoma Army National Guard Sgt. Nelson Deese (Osage) takes part in 
a Military Veterans hog hunt in Texas. Deese is one of six soldiers honored 
with a Hero’s Award from the Ukraine Ministry of Defense for responding 
to a July building fire to help evacuate civilians.

On Aug. 10, Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear experienced 
the elite 10th Mountain Division. 
“They have been sent to Afghani-
stan and Iraq more than any other 
force. We participated in some 
amazing training activities!”

On Aug. 10, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear said, “Heading to the 
U.S. Army Base today. Our daily ride is here at Naval Submarine Base New 
London.”

The once-a-year conference 
gives American business and 
community leaders an oppor-
tunity to engage with senior 
leaders of the Pentagon and 
military service members and 
educate participants about 
the strength and readiness of 
all five branches of the U.S. 
Armed Forces in the north-
eastern United States. 

Participants attend activi-
ties over six days, sometimes 
starting as early as 6 a.m. and 
going until 7 p.m. daily. 

According to the website, 
specific program objectives in-
clude:

• Educate and inform 
participants about the 
strength and readiness 
of the U.S. Armed Forces 
through personal observa-
tions of the Army, Marine 
Corps, Navy, Air Force 
and Coast Guard opera-
tions. 

• Provide a better under-
standing of the challenges 
faced by men and women 
in uniform and by the 
families who support 
them, both on and off the 
battlefield.

• Provide the American 
public opportunities to ob-
tain a better understand-
ing of national defense 
policies and programs 
through the eyes of opin-
ion leaders who will share 
their observations and 
knowledge based on their 
JCOC experiences.

• Give participants a sense 
of what a day in the life of 

a military service member 
is like, such as frequent 
travel aboard many dif-
ferent aircraft and ves-
sels; little to no free time 
outside of the comprehen-
sive schedule; orientations 
and engagements with 
senior military officials 
and participation in field 
activities with service 
members.

The JCOC was established 
by Secretary of Defense James 
V. Forrestal in 1948 and was 
initially a 10-day course for 
about 60 participants. Partici-
pants have included CEOs of 
Fortune 100 companies, non-
profit organizations, presi-
dents of universities, public 
administrators from metropol-
itan cities and more, according 
to the website.

In an Aug. 30 letter, sent 
from Standing Bear to U.S. 
Secretary of Defense James 
Mattis, he wrote:

“I am witness to the success 
of the United States Depart-
ment of Defense. Thank you 
for allowing me to experience 
the 2017 Joint Civilian Ori-
entation Conference. Since 
my return, I have shared the 
knowledge gained with my 
Osage people and our com-
munities via social media and 
public engagements. 

“The dedication of our men 
and women in our military is 
so impressive. This was a life-
time experience that I am able 
to share with so many people.

“We as civilians must strive 
to support our military with 
the same passion and dedica-
tion as our military supports 
and defends our United States 
Constitution. This conference 
has changed me forever.”

JCOC
–from Page 2

On Aug. 11, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear was at McGuire Air Force Base where over two-thirds of U.S 
Military supplies are transported. “These aircraft are gigantic and teamwork everywhere! The organizational 
skills at work is inspiring!” he said.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear on Aug. 10 watched Chinook He-
licopters fly by. They later flew in one. 
INSET: Principal Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear in the cockpit of a C-130J 
transport. They later flew back to An-
drews Air Force Base in Washington, 
D.C. “What an experience with our 
military!” he said. 

On Aug. 10, Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear participated 
in combat medical training while 
“weapons were firing around us. 
Learning about teamwork under 
pressure!” 
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appear to either challenge the 
validity of the Court’s rulings 
in that case or disregard them 
altogether. Constitutional gov-
ernments are only as effec-
tive as the people elected to 
serve in them. Every member 
of each branch of government 
must carry out his or her du-
ties in accordance with the 
plain meaning of the Constitu-
tion. Anything less is a disser-
vice to the People.”

Just as in Whitehorn, the 
Court put emphasis on the 
fact they were not going to 
consider standards created by 
the federal or state govern-
ment and would be developing 
“a uniquely Osage jurispru-
dence.” The Court rejected the 
Congress’ invitation to set the 
standard of review at “beyond 
a reasonable doubt” and said, 
“unless the State of Oklahoma 
has adopted laws on how to in-
terpret the Osage Nation Con-
stitution,” there was no state 
law to apply.

“Finally, this Court opts to 
champion Osage autonomy 
rather than cede the Nation’s 
power to interpret its own laws 
to another government ... The 
complexity and depth of the 
Osage Nation’s history should 
be considered first before re-
sorting to foreign law,” accord-
ing to the opinion. 

Standing Bear said he 
would be issuing a series of 
statements on the ruling but 
his first statement would be 
this: “I have only asked for 
this Congress to respect Osage 
constitutional sovereignty. If 
this Congress had worked with 
me we would be much further 
ahead.”

The Osage News reached 
out to Congressional Speaker 
Angela Pratt for comment and 
she said the Fifth Osage Na-
tion Congress would be issuing 
a statement.

Count One
Count one of the petition 

asks whether five appropria-
tion bills violate Article V, 
Article VI, Article VII of the 
Osage Constitution and Stand-
ing Bear v. Whitehorn. 

Subsection A of count one 
asks whether Congress has the 
constitutional power to freeze 
Executive Branch employee 
salaries? The Court said no.

Subsection B of count one 
asks whether it is constitu-
tional for a Congress member 
to combine more than one sub-
ject within a proposed piece of 
legislation? The Court said no.

Subsection C of count one 
asks if it was within the Con-
gress’ constitutional powers to 
create a new position within 
the Executive Branch? Which 
they attempted by creating a 
“Paralegal” within the Attor-

ney General’s office, accord-
ing to the opinion. The Court  
said no.

Subsection D of count one 
asks whether it was in the 
Congress’ constitutional pow-
ers to prohibit the Executive 
Branch from creating positions 
within the Education Division, 
beyond those authorized by 
the Congress. The Court said 
no and the Congress cannot 
interfere with the Executive 
Branch’s hiring decisions, ac-
cording to the opinion. 

Count Two
Count two addresses the 

Budget Parameter and Limi-
tation Act (BPLA), ONCA 
13-67 (Supernaw). The Court 
found sections 2, subsections 
3(A)-(E) and sections 4 and 5 
of the BPLA unconstitutional  
and void.

Subsection A of count two 
asks specifically whether it is 
constitutional to require Con-
gressional approval of policies 
and procedures within the Hu-
man Resources Department? 
The Court said no.

Subsection B of count two, 
still pertaining to the BPLA, 
asks whether it is constitu-
tional to prohibit line item 
shifting and impose salary re-
strictions? The Court said it is 
constitutional for Congress to 
prohibit line item shifting “but 
with some qualifications,” but 
the restriction of new positions 
without Congressional approv-
al is not constitutional, accord-
ing to the opinion.

Subsection C of count two, 
still pertaining to the BPLA, 
asks whether the law’s pro-
hibition on line item shifting 
into a line item not continued 
within an appropriation bill 
at the time of its enactment is 
constitutionally permissible? 
The Court said no.

Subsection D of count two, 
still pertaining to the BPLA, 
asks whether the law’s section 
5 requirement that approved 
budgets shall be organized 
by divisions is constitution-
ally permissible? The Court  
said no.

Subsection D of count two 
asks whether “the restriction 
on the introduction of general 
appropriation legislation set 
forth in section 6 and 8 of the 
BPLA is contingent upon Con-
gressional approval of a motion 
to adopt an Annual Projected 
Revenue Report for the same 
fiscal year?” The Court said 
no. However, the Court did 
hold that Section 6 and 8 of the 
BPLA was a proper exercise of 
Congress’ appropriation power 
and held that Congress could 
require the annual revenue 
projection to be passed first.

The second question in 
count two addressed “whether 
a severability provision may 
be implied in relation to Con-
gressional legislation to pre-
serve a legislative enactment 

notwithstanding the enact-
ment’s inclusion of one or more 
unconstitutional provisions?” 
The Court said the issue was 
moot. “The BPLA contains a 
severability clause. Whether a 
severability provision may be 
applied to some future legisla-
tion is not properly before the 
Court.”

The third question asked 
under count two, for the pur-
poses of the Declaratory Judg-
ment Act, was whether an 
issue may be presented to the 
Court about legislation that 
had been signed by the Prin-
cipal Chief? The Court said 
yes because even though the 
Principal Chief has signed a 
bill into law it “does not auto-
matically cure any unconsti-
tutional provisions within the 
particular act.”

Count Three
Count three pertained to the 

repealed ONCA 16-100 (Ed-
wards), which Standing Bear 
claimed had about 20 uncon-
stitutional provisions that vio-
lated Article V, separation of 
powers. After committee meet-
ings were held where Osage 
employees voiced their dislike 
and concerns for the legisla-
tion, the Congress repealed 
it. Since the law has been re-
pealed the issue is moot, ac-
cording to the opinion. 

Count Four
Count four pertains to the 

constitutionality of ONCA 
14-47 (Edwards), as amended 
by ONCA 14-57 (Whitehorn), 
ONCA 15-27 (Edwards) and 
ONCA 16-65 (Shaw), which 
are all acts to create divisions 
within the Executive Branch 
and whether they violate Ar-
ticle VII, Section 3 of the Con-
stitution, which addresses 
qualifications and separation 
of powers. The Court found the 
legislation unconstitutional 
and void.

Subsection A of count four 
asks whether it is constitu-
tional for Congress to organize 
divisions for the Executive 
Branch beyond those set forth 
in Article VII of the Constitu-
tion? The Court said no.

Subsection B of count four 
asks whether the Congress 
can require the Executive 
Branch “entry” to be assigned 
to certain divisions? The Court  
said no.

Subsection C of count four 
asks whether “preventing line 
item shifting by prohibiting 
the Executive Branch from 
paying salaries, benefits and 
travel expenses for a division 
employee except to those em-
ployees originating within that 
division is a constitutionally 
permissible exercise of Con-
gress?” The court said no.

Subsection D of count four 
asks whether the prohibition 

of hiring for a position within 
an Executive Branch division 
until Congress decides to fund 
the position to the division “for 
compensation” is a constitu-
tionally permissible exercise 
of the Congress legislative au-
thority? The Court said no.

Constitutional amendment
In the March 20 special 

election, Congresswoman Ma-
ria Whitehorn successfully 
got her question on the ballot 
that asked voters to approve 
an amendment to Article VI, 
section 24 of the Constitution. 
The amendment passed and 
it stated: “The annual bud-
get of the Osage Nation shall 
be governed by the principals 
of transparency and account-
ability, and the budgetary 
process encompassing those 
principals shall be set forth in  
Osage law.”

The Congress argued that 
since the amendment passed 
it would require the Executive 
Branch to provide “department 
and/or job specific payroll in-
formation for purposes of Con-
gress appropriating a budget,” 
according to the opinion. The 
Court said no. The Court said 
the amendment was merely 
“aspirational” because it “does 
not change existing law or 
bear on the separation of pow-
ers questions at issue in this 
action.”

signed by Casey Johnson, ON 
Director of Operations: “Our 
office recently discovered the 
balance in the Burial Assis-
tance fund had dropped below 
acceptable levels. An appro-
priation is required to replen-
ish the fund. While it’s true 
the program received an un-
usually high number of claims 
from bereaved Osage families 
in June and July, knowledge of 
the account balance during the 
recent (Aug. 2-4) Special Ses-
sion would have resulted in a 
timely appropriation.”

The Nation offers burial as-
sistance for enrolled Osages 
to assist with burial costs af-
ter their loved ones die. The 
benefit’s maximum amount 
is $5,000 per person. Appli-
cations for burial assistance 
are submitted to the Nation’s 
Constituent Services Office 
and funding for the benefit is 
replenished as needed through 
tribal funding appropriations 
considered and approved by 
the Osage Congress.

At the special session, 
Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear addressed the 
Congress on the issue: “To as-
sist our people, we have creat-
ed unique programs, whether 
it be through health care or 

education, our main goal is to 
help our people be healthy and 
prosperous. The Burial As-
sistance Program offers mon-
etary assistance when a family 
member passes on. It is impos-
sible to know how many deaths 
will occur and unfortunately 
for 2017, the Burial Assistance 
funds are nearly depleted. To 
maintain this assistance for 
our people, we are asking the 
Congress to consider an appro-
priation of funds to sustain the 
Burial Assistance Program un-
til the end of the fiscal year.”

The $110,000 appropriation 
bill approved by Congress is 
ONCA 17-93, sponsored by 
Congresswoman Alice Buffa-
lohead. The money will come 
from the general fund in the 
treasury, according to the bill.  

The Executive Branch also 
said: “The day after the deter-
mination was confirmed by the 
Treasury (Treasurer’s Office), 
Executive leadership met with 
the Speaker (Angela Pratt) and 
Second Speaker (Alice Buffalo-
head) of the Congress to dis-
cuss the matter and determine 
the best course of action to en-
sure the flow of benefits from 
the program were not inter-
rupted. All agreed to a Special 
Session on August 25th for the 
purpose of appropriating mon-
ey to the fund.” 

ONCA 17-93 received little 
discussion during a Congres-

sional Governmental Opera-
tions Committee meeting to 
consider the special session 
legislation. Pratt also noted 
timing is important to notify 
the Congress of pressing issues 
as soon as possible for consid-
eration of action to be taken.

The Executive Branch noted 
to Osage families: “From your 
family’s perspective, there will 
be no interruption or delay in 
the delivery of services. Upon 
approval of an application for 
the benefit, the Nation issues 
an award letter to the ben-
eficiary, which is presented to 
the vendor (usually a funeral 
service provider) as a guar-
antee of payment. The vendor 
payments will be made about 
30 days after submission of 
invoices instead of the usual 
two weeks. After the Special 
Session on the 25th, vendor 
payments will resume on the 
usual two-week cycle.”

For questions on the burial 
assistance benefit, contact 
Alecia Hutchins or Darian 
Lookout at the Constituent 
Services Office at (918) 287-
5679 or Financial Assistance 
Director Jennifer Oberly at 
(918) 287-5560. The Constitu-
ent Services website contains 
forms and information on buri-
al assistance and other office 
services at: www.osagenation-
nsn.gov/what-we-do/constitu-
ent-services.

gram, unique for each child. 
“Montessori offers a Prepared 
Environment that fosters each 
child’s independence, as well 
as helps him develop socially 
and academically,” according 
to the website. The benefits of 
Montessori education is prepa-
ration for life. 

Kitchen gave a guide of her 
classroom and said she plans 
to nurture a positive Osage 
self-identity with authentic 
history and culture. Her Osage 
culture shelf has dolls dress 
in Osage clothes, play items 
Osages use, as well as drums, 
books, artwork, clothing and 
other hands-on toys. Her li-
brary consisted of more than 30 
children’s books that pertain 
to Native American customs, 
cultures and experiences. She 
has a food station so the chil-
dren can help and learn how to 
prepare their healthy snacks. 
She also has plants through-
out the classroom which the 
children will help maintain 
and nurture. She said they will 

be going on plenty of field trips 
to gain experiences in nature, 
wildlife and social experiences. 

“Kitchen is a great hire, she 
has tons of experience, both in 
the public school system and 
the Montessori school system,” 
Webb said. “She has 17 years 
of teaching experience. We’re 
super thankful and excited 
that she was able to come here 
and be part of our school.” 

Anderson is the new Kinder-
garten teacher at OLIS. She 
has earned two associate de-
grees, a bachelor’s degree and 
a master’s degree. She is Okla-
homa certified in Early Child-
hood, Secondary English, and 
as a Reading Specialist. She 
also has 17 years of teaching 
experience in Montessori, pri-
vate, charter, and public school 
systems. She is married into 
an Osage family and received 
her Osage name in October of 
2015, along with her husband, 
youngest son and other family 
members, she said. 

“Her experience with the 
curriculum that we’re teach-
ing in Kindergarten, the cre-
ative curriculum, will be very 

beneficial for the students. 
She has worked for the tribe 
before, as the Master Teacher 
for the Head Start, where she 
went to all the sites and helped 
the teachers implement the 
creative curriculum and reach 
proficiency standards and 
track things of that nature,” 
Webb said. “We were glad to 
get Mrs. Anderson and decided 
to use the creative curriculum 
just because of her experience 
with it and teaching it.”

Webb said Anderson is a 
wonderful addition to the 
teaching staff and felt her 
experience in the class-
room would be beneficial for  
the students.

“I love being part of the 
Osage Nation and I’m excit-
ed to work at the Immersion 
school,” she said. “I believe 
great things are going to hap-
pen this year and my stu-
dents will be ‘Kickin’ It in  
Kindergarten.”

According to the OLIS web-
site, the OLIS “provides a 
place where children can begin 
to learn the Osage language, 
at a pre-verbal age, by hearing 

the Osage language spoken for 
several hours each day. By im-
mersing students in the Osage 
language and culture, and pro-
viding them with opportunities 
to explore and learn each day, 
their self-esteem and Osage 
identity of our next generation 
will be strengthened.”

The ultimate goal for OLIS 
is to expand the facility to in-
clude Osage children from ages 
6 weeks through 12th grade, 
according to the website.

The OLIS currently has 
44 students enrolled and the 
waiting list is a year out, said 
site manager Michelle Hard-
ing. However, there are three 
spots available for the First 
Grade classroom and one spot 
available for the Kindergarten 
classroom. 

For more information on 
the Osage Language Immer-
sion School, please call (918) 
287-3354 or visit their website 
at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/immersion-school 

How to 
submit a 
Letter to 
the Editor

If you would like to 
submit a letter to the 
editor, please mail it 
to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw 
Duty, 619 Kihek-
ah, Pawhuska, OK 
74056 or send email 
to sshaw@osagetribe.
org. 

Letters must be 
respectful and infor-
mative to the reader, 
and may be edited for 
grammar, clarity and 
space.
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Four Osages to be honored at 9th Annual
AARP Indian Elder Honors Oct. 3
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage elders Jerri Jean 
Branstetter, Tim Tall Chief, 
Rosemary Wood and the late 
Charles Red Corn have been 
selected for this year’s 9th 
Annual AARP Oklahoma In-
dian Elder Honors. The event 
will take place at the National 
Cowboy and Western Heritage 
Museum in Oklahoma City, 
Oct. 3.

The Elder Honors is the 
largest recognition program 
of its kind and honors elders 
for their contributions to their 
tribes, communities, state and 
nation. Since its inception in 
2009, AARP Oklahoma has 
honored more than 400 elders 
from all 39 federally recog-
nized tribes in Oklahoma, ac-
cording to a release. 

“The AARP Indian Elder 
Honors recognizes the extraor-
dinary contribution of Indian 
elders – many of whom have 
never been recognized before,” 
said AARP Oklahoma Volun-
teer State President Joe Ann 
Vermillion in a prepared re-
lease. “Last year’s honorees 
included teachers, veterans, 
nurses, artists, tribal leaders, 
language and culture preser-
vationists and even a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author.”

Branstetter served a six-
year Osage Nation Congres-
sional term after she was 
elected to the First Osage Na-
tion Congress in 2006. She was 
also a member of the Osage 
Government Reform Commis-
sion prior to the ratification 
of the Osage Constitution in 
2006. During her tenure as a 
Congresswoman, Branstetter 
served on several Congressio-
nal committees including the 

Jerri Jean Branstetter Charles Red Corn Rosemary Wood Tim Tall Chief

governmental operations and 
rules and ethics committees. 
She was elected Speaker by 
her Congressional colleagues 
in 2010 and served until her 
term expired in 2012. Brans-
tetter is retired from working 
in Oklahoma state govern-
ment where she worked at 
the Dick Conner Correctional 
Center north of Hominy. She 
currently serves as the chair 
of the Osage News Editorial 
Board and has served in that 
capacity since 2013. She is of 
the Hominy District and is 
the mother of the late Homi-
ny Drumkeeper Marvin Lee 
Clark II. She resides outside 
Wynona with her husband 
Johnny Branstetter.

Tall Chief is the son of the 
late George Tall Chief, former 
principal chief of the Osage 
Nation. He is of the Grayhorse 
District and has two children, 
former Grayhorse Drumkeeper 
and current Tail Dancer Russ 
Tallchief and daughter Amy 
Tallchief. He is the current 
chairman of the Nation’s Tall-
grass Economic Development 
LLC Board of Directors. His 
work history includes the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Native 

American Center of Excellence 
in the Colleges of Medicine and 
Dentistry at the OU Health 
Sciences Center; the State 
Director of Indian Education 
with the Oklahoma State De-
partment of Education; he’s 
taught in middle schools, high 
schools, community colleges, 
four-year colleges and gradu-
ate schools. He taught the 
Leadership Program for the 
College of Liberal Studies at 
The University of Oklahoma. 
He earned his Bachelor’s in 
Business Administration, Ed-
ucation and Psychology and 
he also earned a Masters is in 
Education. He is well known 
throughout Indian Country as 
a powwow emcee and is dedi-
cated to fostering education for 
Native youth.

Wood served two four-year 
terms on the Osage Tribal 
Council from 1994-2002. She 
graduated from St. John Hos-
pital School of Nursing in 1963, 
the University of Oklahoma in 
1965, and from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1971 with a Master 
of Science in Psychiatric Nurs-
ing. Along with her partner, 
Janice Kekahbah, Rosemary 
co-founded the American Indi-

an Alaska Native Nurse’s As-
sociation (AINNA). She taught 
at the University of Oklahoma 
College of Nursing and worked 
as a Psychiatric Nurse Spe-
cialist at Central State Hos-
pital in Norman, Okla. Wood 
was the first American Indian 
to hold the position of Chief of 
the Nursing Branch IHS. She 
later became Special Assistant 
to the IHS Director. She was 
detailed to upgrade Haskell’s 
Practical Nurse program to 
a Registered Nurse program. 
Her Osage name is Ho^-Be 
Do-Ka (Wet Moccasins), and 
she was born Sept. 4, 1939 to 
John Mosier Wood, full-blood 
Osage, and Lois Hunter Wood, 
Choctaw. She lives on origi-
nally allotted land and raises 
white face Hereford cattle in 
partnership with her nephew 
Justin Carr, grandson of T. J. 
Mercer.

AARP is posthumously 
awarding Charles Red Corn 
with an Elders Honor this 
year. Red Corn passed away 
peacefully at his home on July 
23. Red Corn was the author of 
“The Pipe for February,” a sto-
ry about murder, lawlessness 
and fear during the 1920’s, 

told from an Osage point of 
view. He was also the culture 
columnist for the Osage News 
since 2012, and was the author 
of numerous award-winning 
works. He earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Psychology and 
a Master’s in Education from 
Penn State University. He was 
a U.S. Army Veteran, lifelong 
participant of the In-Lon-Sch-
ka Dances, the first Dartmouth 
Tribal Fellow Scholar, Indian 
Elder in Residence at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, Rockefeller 
Fellow at the Newberry Li-
brary in Chicago, Director of 
the Oklahoma Indian Asso-
ciation, Director of the Indian 
Oil and Gas Association and 
he was an educator. He was a 
member of the Tzi-zhu-wash-
ta-ghi, Gentle Sky Clan and 
his Osage name was Wah-ni-
un-tah which is Giver of Life. 
Charles was also a name giver 
for his Tzi-zhu-wash-ta-ghi 
clan which was passed down to 
him by his Uncle Wakon Iron.  

For more information about 
the AARP Oklahoma Indian 
Elder Honors, please contact 
Mashell Sourjohn at (405) 715-
4474 or msourjohn@aarp.org.

Six Osage youth 
take part in
inaugural Health 
Career Scholarship
Chalene Toehay-Tartsah and Shannon 
Shaw Duty
Osage News

When visiting the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center this 
summer, patients may have 
noticed six Osage youth shad-
owing nurses and doctors, or 
working in other areas of the 
center. Those six youths were 
taking part in the Health Ca-
reer Summer Scholarship,  
and each one enjoyed the  
experience. 

The summer scholarship 
funded six high school juniors 
or seniors for a four-week in-
ternship that rotated through 
all departments within the 
Nation’s Health and Wellness 
Divisions. Designed to encour-
age the students to look seri-
ously at a career in the health 
field, the students received a 

stipend of $1,920 and a hous-
ing allowance of $500. 

Participants included Isaac 
Jake, 17, who will be a senior 
at Hominy High School; Noah 
Shadlow, 17, who will be a se-
nior at Hominy High School; 
Blue Starr, 17, who will be 
a senior at Pawhuska High 
School; McKenna Boyce, 15, 
who will be a junior at Tulsa 
Public Schools; Lee Bowman, 
17, who will be a senior at 
Woodland High School (Fair-
fax) and Jet Thomas, 17, who 
will be a senior at Pawhuska 
High School. 

“My favorite part about be-
ing an intern was learning 
about all the health stuff that 
goes on around here, how ev-
erything works and how every-
one here is useful. Everyone is 

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

From left: Blue Starr, Noah Shadlow, Isaac Jake, McKenna Boyce, Jet 
Thomas and Lee Bowman. The first participants of the Health Career 
Scholarship.

ON Museum to host opening reception 
for ‘Tradition and Harmony; Works 
by Gina Gray’ Sept. 28 
Osage News

Art works by the late re-
nowned Osage artist Gina 
Gray will be on display at the 
Osage Nation Museum from 
Sept. 28 to March 31, 2018. 

The Opening Reception 
for “Tradition and Harmony; 
Works by Gina Gray” will be 
held at the museum on Sept. 
28 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. The 
opening receptions at the mu-
seum are heavily attended. 

“The ONM is humbled to 
honor Ms. Gray by presenting 
an assortment of her work,” 
said ONM Curator Hallie Win-
ter. “Our goal is to celebrate 
her life, commemorate her 
achievements, share her tal-
ent, and honor her memory 
with this exhibition.”

Gray was a renowned 
artist throughout Indian 
Country. The Indian art com-
munity mourned her passing 
with obituaries appearing in 
Native publications such as 
Indian Country Today Media 
Network and Native American 
Times. She was known for her 
contemporary style of painting 
and monotype prints.

Educated at the Institute 
of American Indian Arts in 
Santa Fe, N.M., and the Cali-
fornia Institute of Arts, where 
she studied commercial art, 
she also served as a Commis-
sioner for the Secretary of the 
Interior for the Indian Arts 
and Crafts Board for a four-
year term. Her artworks are 
featured in galleries all over 
the world.    

She won the prestigious 
Southwest American Indian 
Art Association’s 70th Annual 
Santa Fe Indian Market Fel-
lowship Award. She was also 

a Native American Right’s 
activist and in 1973 spent a 
month at the occupation of  
Wounded Knee on the Pine 
Ridge reservation.

Her children, Addie Roan-
horse of Pawhuska and Dante 
Biss-Grayson of Santa Fe, are 

both up and coming artists in 
Indian Country.

“We are delighted with the 
outpouring of support for this 
exhibition and are grateful 
to the private collectors who 

Courtesy Photo

The Opening Reception for “Tradition and Harmony; Works by Gina Gray” 
will be held at the Osage Nation Museum on Sept. 28 from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m.
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Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear (right) discusses 
an ON Congressional resolution for an agreement to fix a gas leak at the 
Pawhuska High School during the Aug. 25 special session of the Fifth ON 
Congress.  

Osage Congress 
approves three items in 
Aug. 25 special session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Aug. 25 Osage Nation Congressional special session con-
cluded with the Congress amending and approving an agree-
ment with the state of Oklahoma to mitigate the natural gas 
leak at the Pawhuska High School, which delayed the start date 
for the new school year.

The one-day special session concluded with an approved 
$110,000 supplemental appropriation bill (ONCA 17-93, Con-
gresswoman Alice Buffalohead) to cover a shortfall for the Na-
tion’s burial assistance fund that will cover the remaining 2017 
fiscal year ending Sept. 30. A second resolution was also ap-
proved for a limited waiver of sovereign immunity with a phar-
maceutical billing services company for the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health 
Center.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, whose office pre-
sented the three items for Congressional consideration, signed 
the three resolutions after the session ended. The Congress will 
meet for its 24-day regular Tzi-Zho Session starting Sept. 5.

“Since this proclamation was issued, there has been an en-
vironmental emergency at Pawhuska High School,” Standing 
Bear said. “So the Nation can help in this emergency, we are 
asking Congress to consider adding a third subject to the proc-
lamation: A resolution for an agreement to work with the State 
of Oklahoma to help mitigate the environmental emergency at 
Pawhuska High School.”

Gas leak
Students at Pawhuska’s Indian Camp and Elementary schools 

started class on Aug. 28 and Junior High and High school stu-
dents started school on Aug. 30. Classes began after the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office said the schools are safe to occupy, pend-
ing results of air monitoring tests at the schools. A contract crew 
(hired by the Oklahoma Corporation Commission) worked on the 
gas leak (which is ongoing) and installed a ventilation system at 
the high school after the agreement was signed. 

During session, the Congress discussed the agreement at is-
sue in the resolution (ONCR 17-32, Congresswoman Alice Buffa-
lohead) before ultimately voting to amend it and approve it with 
a final 7-2 vote before it was sent to Gov. Mary Fallin’s office  
for signature.

At issue were concerns over liability language, a waiver of sov-
ereign immunity in the agreement and whether the original pro-
posed agreement contained all language agreed to by the Osage 
Minerals Council. ONCR 17-32 is titled “to support and autho-
rize the execution of an intergovernmental agreement between 
the Osage Nation and the State of Oklahoma for the Oklahoma 
Corporation Commission to repair a dangerous natural gas seep 
at Pawhuska High School and to provide monetary assistance; 
and to authorize a limited waiver of sovereign immunity.”

Filed with the Congressional office on Aug. 23, ONCR 17-32 
comes after the Minerals Council voted to approve the agree-
ment with the state by passing OMC Resolution No. 3-227. 
Buffalohead told Congress an agreement is needed with the Na-
tion’s approval because the gas leak is within the Nation’s juris-
diction. According to the Osage Constitution Article XV (Natural 
Resources & Minerals Management), “the oil, gas, coal and/or 
other minerals within the boundaries of the Osage Reservation 
are hereby reserved to the Osage Nation pursuant to the Act of 
June 28, 1906, as amended, and is hereby designated the Osage 
Minerals Estate.” 

During session, Standing Bear told the Congress: “Based on 
federal regulation, the (Bureau of Indian Affairs) has deter-
mined they have no jurisdiction in this matter and defer to the 
Osage Nation and the Osage Minerals Council with respect to 
entering into any agreement with the state of Oklahoma.”     

ONCR 17-32 passed with two “no” votes from Congress mem-
bers James Norris and Maria Whitehorn. That day, Congress 
members RJ Walker and Shannon Edwards were absent and Joe 
Tillman left session before the vote. 

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center
Also that day, the Congress unanimously passed resolution 

ONCR 17-33 (Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt) to autho-
rize a limited waiver of sovereign immunity and consent to ju-
risdiction in a separate agreement with Pharmacy Providers of 
Oklahoma (PPOK) to provide pharmaceutical distribution and 
administrative services at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center.

The agreement in ONCR 17-33 is similar to another agree-
ment the Nation signed with a Kansas City, Mo., company  
earlier this year to handle the same services at the Pawhuska-
based WHC. 

“The current pharmacy clearing house for the Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center has been bought out by another company,” Stand-
ing Bear said referring to PPOK. “As was required with the pre-
vious one, this company requires a new contract and therefore, 
a limited waiver of sovereign immunity. To ensure a seamless 
transition and to avoid any disruption of pharmacy services for 
our people, we ask Congress to consider (ONCR 17-33) for a lim-
ited waiver of sovereign immunity.”  

Black mold forces ON 
Congress and OMC to 
conduct business downtown
Benny Polacca
Osage News

A leaking roof and flood-
ing from recent rains 
prompted a shutdown of 
the Osage Nation Congres-
sional Chambers and Osage 
Minerals Council offices due 
to black mold in the 40-year-
old building.

As ON officials address 
the building problems, plans 
are underway to relocate the 
2017 Tzi-Zho Session to the 
former First National Bank 
building along Main Street 
in Pawhuska. The main 
sessions, which typically 
start at 10 a.m. on meeting 
dates, will be held on the 
ground floor of the building 
purchased by the Nation in 
2015.

Congressional Speaker 
Angela Pratt said: “I have 
been notified that the cham-
bers will not be ready when 
we begin Fall session (on 
Sept. 5). The Director of 
Operations Casey Johnson 
notified me that it would be 
at least a week to two weeks 
into the session before it 
would be ready. The plan is 
to meet at the (former) First 
National Bank for session 
and committee meetings.”

The ON Communications 
Office plans to continue 
providing audio and video 
livestream coverage of the 
sessions while they are held 
in the former bank build-
ing. The Nation’s online 
livestream address is: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/multi-
media/live-media 

Congressional Committee 
meetings are scheduled as 
necessary during sessions 
to initially consider bills, 
resolutions, government 
budgets and other matters 
brought for Congressional 
consideration. 

The OMC also uses the 
chambers for its meetings 
and its offices are located 
across the lobby from the 
Congressional Office. The 
OMC offices are also im-
pacted by the water damage 
and its offices, along with 
the lobby restrooms, are 
closed off to the public. The 
Congressional Office, along 
with the neighboring Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs Osage 
Agency Office, both remain 
open in the building.

Until further notice, the 
OMC Office is now tempo-
rarily relocated to the ON 
Welcome Center in Room 
215. The eight-member 
OMC will meet for its meet-
ings in the ON Law Building 
located next to the Welcome 
Center in the first floor con-
ference room (No. 121) dur-
ing the building shutdown.  

The Congressional Af-
fairs Committee, which has 
jurisdiction of Congressio-
nal Office affairs, met with 
Executive Branch officials 
to discuss the problems on 
Aug. 16. Bruce Cass, direc-
tor of the Nation’s Tribal 
Development and Land Ac-
quisition Office, said recent 
rains caused moisture is-
sues in the building, which 
prompted a shutdown of the 
building after black mold 
was discovered.

“We’re still in the process 
of putting together sched-
ules, numbers, talking to 
the insurance company to 
determine what is going to 
be covered and what isn’t,” 
Cass told the committee.

Campus Master Plan
Congressman Archie Ma-

son recalled the Nation’s 
Campus Master Plan had 
three phases for new cam-
pus buildings. Phase I of the 

plan was completed with the 
new Welcome Center and Law 
Building. Mason noted a new 
Congressional building was in 
Phase III and asked Cass if the 
plan is still current. Cass said 
the plan needs to be revisited 
so the Nation can see what are 
new priorities.

The Chambers building 
opened as the new meeting 
place for the former Osage 
Tribal Council in 1977 when 
the 24th OTC was serving, ac-
cording to The Osage Timeline.

Johnson also told the com-
mittee plans can change and 
noted his office is in discussion 
with professionals to see if the 
three painted wall murals in 
the building can be salvaged 
and relocated. Osage artist 
Robin Polhamus painted the 
murals located in the Cham-
bers meeting room and lobby.

Johnson told the commit-
tee, as a constituent, he would 
prefer a new building be con-
structed adding “it seems put-
ting patches on things never 
work,” noting Congress will 
be the entity to decide on ap-

propriating money for a new 
building.

Second Congressional 
Speaker Alice Buffalohead, 
who chairs the Congressional 
Affairs Committee, agreed the 
building issue is bigger than 
prior discussions to remodel 
portions of the building and 
said those prior plans should 
stop. 

“I think we are going to have 
to be making some decisions 
soon, I don’t think we can keep 
putting this off,” Buffalohead 
said. “Also, we have to realize 
we’re not the only ones in here, 
we also have constituents that 
come in those chambers, we 
have elders and we have youth 
that come in those chambers 
on a regular basis. We need 
to be considering everyone’s 
health and well-being.”

During sessions, Congres-
sional meeting notices and 
agendas for sessions and com-
mittee meetings are posted on-
line to the Legislative Branch 
calendar at: www.osagenation-
nsn.gov/who-we-are/congress-
legislative-branch/calendar

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Plastic barriers block the entrance to the Osage Nation Congressional 
Chambers inside the building on Aug. 30.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Yellow caution tape blocks access to the ON Congressional building on 
Aug. 30.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

The Fifth Osage Nation Congress will meet for its 2017 Tzi-Zho Session 
in the former First National Bank building in downtown Pawhuska. The 
building is located on Main Street, across the street from the historic Tri-
angle Building.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Broadcloth signs with Osage Nation Congress embroidered on them lie 
on a table outside the doors into the former First National Bank. 
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Osage Nation breaks ground 
on new Tulsa WIC location
Benny Polacca
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. – The 2018 
year will start with a new 
Osage Nation WIC Clinic to 
serve clients in the southern 
part of Osage County, as well 
as the north part of the state’s 
second largest city.

On Aug. 24, tribal officials 
held a groundbreaking cer-
emony for the planned 3,000 
square-foot WIC Clinic along 
North 36th Street across from 
the Nation’s flagship Osage 
Casino. Construction is sched-
uled to be complete in Decem-
ber, said Bruce Cass, director 
of the Nation’s Tribal Devel-
opment and Land Acquisition 
Department.

That day, tribal officials 
shared congratulatory re-
marks at the event, which 
opened with an Osage prayer 
delivered by Osage elder and 
master language teacher Her-
man “Mogri” Lookout.  

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said: “Our fu-
ture is with us now, it’s with 
us in every pregnant woman 
and every child, it’s with us in 
this program today: Women, 
Infants, Children, that’s what 
WIC stands for. And for those 
of you that understood that 
prayer, ‘Uncle Mog’ reached 
out into those categories and 
asked for blessings upon those 
categories and among our peo-
ple and all the people in the 
communities.”

“The Osage Nation WIC 
program serves thousands of 
women and children through 
nutrition programs, nourish-
ing foods, education programs 
and referrals,” Standing Bear 
said. “They’ve done a great job, 
they cover the largest county 
in the state of Oklahoma, they 

have several locations and we 
need more facilities like this.”

Congress members Otto 
Hamilton and Alice Buffalo-
head attended the event with 
other ON government officials 
and WIC employees on hand 
for the groundbreaking event. 
“I’m excited to see ground-
breakings like this and prog-
ress go into these and thanks 
to everyone for being here,” 
Hamilton said. 

Manon Taylor, director of 
the Nation’s WIC Department, 
said the new Tulsa WIC site 
has better accessibility for 
clients to reach the clinic and 
she hopes for a January 2018 
opening. The current WIC fa-
cility is located in the north-
ern-most portion of the former 
Tulsa Airpark complex next 
to the casino, meaning people 
must drive through complex 
traffic that includes those who 
work at or visit Osage Casino 
Central Services and construc-
tion vehicles working on the 
nearby Tulsa casino and hotel 
project. The site is also conve-
nient for clients who use the 
Tulsa bus system to reach the 
clinic, she said.   

Taylor said the Nation’s 
WIC location in Tulsa is a ne-
cessity because three nearby 
metro WIC clinics closed in re-
cent months and “I potential-
ly see that our participation 
count will increase in the next 
few months as those (client) 
benefits start to expire.”

Taylor said the new building 
amenities will include “a food 
demonstration kitchen with a 
viewing area for the partici-
pants. We will prepare healthy 
WIC-approved foods while the 
participants learn and ask 
questions. We will show them 
new ways to prepare the foods 
and will provide the recipes 
and samples to try. There will 

be six offices, a breastfeed-
ing room for participants to 
provide privacy, if they pre-
fer, and consultations with 
breastfeeding staff in the room 
is available also, two labora-
tories for height, weight, and 
iron measurements, two fam-
ily bathrooms, a teaching and 
demonstration kitchen with 
gallery seating, a breakroom, 
reception and waiting area, 
children’s play area and a stor-
age room.”

Expressing emotion, Tay-
lor thanked fellow Nation of-
ficials and construction crews 
who are working on the project 
plans and her WIC staff mem-
bers, adding “I’m very passion-
ate about my staff, they always 
believe in my crazy ideas to 
improve our program and our 
services and I just want every-
one to know they are dedicated 
people to serving our WIC par-
ticipants and they have integ-
rity every day.”

Also, that day, USDA/Food 
Nutrition Service Program 
Specialist Victor Agosto at-
tended and presented the ON 
WIC Department with an 
award for “Loving Support” for 
making breastfeeding work. 
The “Loving Support Award 
of Excellence” was developed 
to recognize and celebrate lo-
cal WIC agencies that provide 
exemplary breastfeeding pro-
grams and support services, 
according to a news release.

Taylor said in July 2017, 
WIC had nearly 1,976 enrolled 
participants at the Tulsa loca-
tion. As for Tulsa WIC opera-
tions, Taylor said: “There are 
usually four nutrition staff 
and one or two breastfeeding 
peer counselors there Monday 
through Thursday 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. We may look at adjust-
ing our days and times once we 
open.”

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Osage Nation officials and WIC employees “turn dirt” at the site of the 
new WIC Clinic in north Tulsa on Aug. 24. 

will leave knowing something 
about the Osage people. It’s 
very hard to tell our story in 
a few paragraphs, but that’s 
what we’ve tried to do so there’s 
at least a general understand-
ing who the Osage people are 
when you leave,” she said.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Osage Nation WIC Director Manon Taylor speaks to the attendees of the 
WIC groundbreaking ceremony Aug. 24 for the planned 3,000 square-
foot WIC Clinic along North 36th Street across from the Nation’s flagship 
Osage Casino.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Construction crews begin work at the site of the new WIC Clinic in north 
Tulsa on Aug. 24.

nOrCal
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The other exhibit room is 
used for rotating museum ex-
hibit themes, Winter said. The 
current exhibit is called Wah-
Zha-Zhi Spirit: A Celebration 
of Osage History and Culture 
and showcases collection items 
from government, warfare 
and Osage artists, she said. 
Past exhibit themes featured 
Osages in photography and 

Osage Language instructor Christopher Cote teaches children Osage 
words and does an eagle craft with them at the Summer 2017 Northern 
California Wah-Zha-Zhi Gathering in Petaluma, Calif., on Aug. 12.

Children showing off their eagle crafts at the Summer 2017 Northern 
California Wah-Zha-Zhi Gathering in Petaluma, Calif., on Aug. 12.

Osage Nation Museum Curator, 
Hallie Winter, gives a presentation 
on all the recent improvements 
made to the museum at the Sum-
mer 2017 Northern California Wah-
Zha-Zhi Gathering in Petaluma, 
Calif., on Aug. 12.

1st Aug Special Session

the works of late Osage artist 
Carl Ponca who was a painter, 
sculptor, glass blower and mu-
seum curator.

For more information on 
ON Museum exhibits and ac-
tivities, follow the museum on 
Facebook or visit its website 
at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
museum or email Museum@
osagenation-nsn.gov

Osage Nation Congresswoman 
Maria Whitehorn attended the 
Summer 2017 Northern California 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Gathering in Peta-
luma, Calif., on Aug. 12.

Keir Johnson-Reyes gives a presen-
tation on Braiding the Sacred, a 
gathering of traditional corn grow-
ers to be held in the Osage in No-
vember.
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ON Congress convenes 
for 2017 Tzi-Zho
Session starting Sept. 5
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Fifth Osage Nation Congress will convene for its 
2017 Tzi-Zho Session starting Tuesday Sept. 5 at 10 a.m. 
at the former First National Bank building in Pawhuska.

The Congress will meet in the ON-owned former bank 
building due to ongoing repairs in the Congressional cham-
bers building caused by a leaking roof and flood damage 
caused by recent rains. The relocation could last weeks, 
pending the progress of repair work.

The former bank building is located at 100 W. Main St., 
across the street from the historic Triangle Building.

Per the Osage Constitution, the Congress shall convene 
twice annually in regular sessions that are six months 
apart with the second one titled the Tzi-Zho Session. The 
sessions are limited to 24 days, but may be extended three 
extra days at the written request of two-thirds of the 
12-member Congress.

The Congress will consider filed legislative bills, resolu-
tions and other matters brought to the Legislative Branch 
for review and action with the main priority of the session 
focusing on the 2018 fiscal year budgets for the Nation’s 
government operations. The current fiscal year ends Sept. 
30 and the 2018 fiscal year begins on Oct. 1.

Throughout the session, the Congress typically uses 
committee meetings to initially consider the budgets for 
the Nation’s government operations divisions, the three 
ON government branches, cultural appropriations and 
other independent entities and boards/ commissions.

The members will meet in Congressional committee 
meetings, which will be scheduled as needed throughout 
the session for initial reviews and consideration of legisla-
tion, budgets and other matters such as board/ commission 
member appointments for Congressional confirmation 
consideration.

Congressional meeting notices and agendas for sessions 
and committee meetings are posted online to the Legisla-
tive Branch calendar at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-
we-are/congress-legislative-branch/calendar

During the session and committee meetings held in the 
Congressional chambers building, those public meetings 
(except executive sessions) will be live streamed at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/multimedia/live-media

ON Congress to consider revised election 
law and rules during Tzi-Zho Session
Osage News

During the 2017 Tzi-Zho 
Session, the Fifth Osage Na-
tion Congress will consider 
amendments to the Nation’s 
election code and rules and 
regulations regarding the  
governance of the Nation’s 
elections.

Since the June 2016 general 
election, the Nation’s Election 
Board and office staff have 
met several times to consider 
amendments to the two docu-
ments that layout the rules 
and laws that must be followed 
in conducting elections. 

Efforts to pass an amended 
election code failed during the 

Aug. 2 special session after 
concerns from some Congress 
members questioned proposed 
changes, which include mov-
ing the filing period and dead-
line for Congress members to 
coincide with the filing period 
and deadline for Executive 
Branch candidates.

In the 2018 election year, 
there will be six seats open on 
the 12-member ON Congress 
and the offices for Principal 
Chief and Assistant Princi-
pal Chief, which are four-year 
terms for those individuals 
elected to office. The filing pe-
riod and deadlines for these of-
fices will be publicized once the 

updated election code is ap-
proved by Congressional vote.

For more information on the 
Election Office and to update 
address information for voting 
in the upcoming elections, visit 
the Election Office website at 
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/elections 

  Congressional meeting no-
tices and agendas for sessions 
and committee meetings are 
posted online to the Legisla-
tive Branch calendar at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-
we-are/congress-legislative-
branch/calendar

lOOkOut
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biopsy and confirmed the diag-
nosis of Leukemia. 

During her time in remis-
sion, she and her family were 
selected from the Make-A-
Wish Foundation for a trip to 
Disney World and Universal 
Studios in Florida. The trip 
was almost ruined by Hurri-
cane Matthew but Lily said it 
was fine and Universal Stu-
dios was her favorite. 

“I want to be a nurse so I can 
help kids like me when I get 
older,” she said. 

She said everyone at the 
hospital was a lot of fun and 
her favorite nurses are Chasti-

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Lily Lookout practices with her cheerleading squad for the 5th and 6th 
grade on Aug. 31. 

ty, Renee, Dianne, Rusty, and 
Hailey – but she will be happy 
about not going to the hospital 
as often. She didn’t like being 
poked in the chest so much, 
and she did not like having to 
miss so much school because of 
her homework load she would 
have. 

Lily enjoys riding bikes with 
friends and listening to music 
and she is a cheerleader for 
the Pawhuska 5th-6th grade 
cheerleading squad. 

Lookout is the daughter 
of Taylor Horn and Michael 
Lookout and the granddaugh-
ter of Tricia and Roscoe Mays 
and Bobby Horn and Ira Look-
out, and the niece to caretak-
ers John Leland and Lauren 
Leland.

Osage water resources engineer 
receives lifetime achievement award 
Osage News
Tara Madden

John W. Labadie is a profes-
sor of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering at Colorado State 
University. On June 14 he was 
awarded the 2017 Warren A. 
Hall Medal, a lifetime achieve-
ment award in water resources 
from the Universities Council 
on Water Resources (UCOWR).

Dr. Warren Hall was Laba-
die’s mentor when he was a 
Senior at UCLA studying en-
gineering. Labadie said until 
he read some papers written 
by Hall, he was unhappy and 
lost on his path. Once he found 
Hall and discussed the study 
of water resources with him, 
he found what his true pas-
sion was and fell in love with  
the field. 

Hall encouraged Labadie 
to go further in education. 
Labadie helped Hall write a  
thesis paper. 

“Dr. Warren Hall was a key 
person in my life and helped 
me get where I am today. I 
thank God for putting him in 
my path,” Labadie said. 

He said he didn’t even know 
how or who nominated him for 
this award but when he found 
out that he won he considered 
it to be a great honor and a 
pleasant surprise, since Hall 
had been his mentor. 

Labadie has won many hon-
ors and awards throughout 
his career as an Engineer, one 
being the Fulbright Research 
Scholarship in 1988. 

“John has contributed his 
expertise to projects through-
out the United States as well 
as internationally in such 

countries as Egypt, Ban-
gladesh, Philippines, South 
Korea, Portugal, Brazil, Bo-
livia and many everglades,” 
said his sister, Lynn Labadie 
Todd. “For over 20 years he 
has taught graduate courses 
in Belgium during the winter 
breaks, at both University of 
Leuven and Free University  
of Brussels.” 

Warren A. Hall Medal
According to the UCOWR 

website, the Warren A. Hall 
Medal is a prestigious life-
time achievement award in  
water resources. 

Dr. Warren A Hall is known 
worldwide for his involve-
ment in water resources. He 
was also one of the founders of 
the UCOWR. His family and 

friends set up the memorial in 
his name to recognize accom-
plishments of individuals in 
the water resource field. 

The recipient receives a 
hand-crafted medallion and 
waived conference fees as well 
as travel expenses. The medal-
lion was given at the UCOWR 
awards banquet at the Lory 
Student Center at Colorado 
State University in Fort Col-
lins, Colo. 

Labadie lives and resides 
in Fort Collins, Colo., with 
his wife Susan. Together they 
have raised three children and 
have two grandchildren. He is 
the Son of George S. Labadie 
and grandson of Osage Origi-
nal Allottee John Labadie.

Courtesy Photo

John W. Labadie received the 
2017 Warren A. Hall Medal, a life-
time achievement award in water 
resources from the Universities 
Council on Water Resources, on 
June 14.

NCO gathering hosts hands-on workshops
to make moccasins and fringe shawls
Benny Polacca 
Osage News

PETALUMA, Calif. – For 
more than 30 people at the 
Aug. 12 Northern California 
Osage gathering, the meeting 
presented an opportunity to 
discuss and hear about Osage 
culture – a break from West 
Coast chatter items such as 
vehicle traffic and the cost of 
living.

The NCO meeting attend-
ees heard presentations on the 
Osage Nation Museum, food 
sovereignty issues regarding 
corn seeds, and tips on how 
to make moccasins and fringe 
women’s shawls. Employees 
from the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cul-
tural Center led afternoon 
workshops for those attend-
ees interested in making the 
Osage clothing items.

WCC workers Jennifer Ti-
ger and John HorseChief facil-
itated the workshops offering 
hands-on advice in making the 
moccasins and fringed shawls 
using fabric and sewing items 
they brought from Oklahoma. 
Tiger, who lives in the San 
Francisco Bay Area on and off, 
took note of the different loca-
tions where attendees traveled 
from to Petaluma – approxi-
mately 40 minutes north of 
downtown San Francisco off 
U.S. Highway 101.

“As Osages, we are all liv-
ing in the diaspora. Osages 
made their way from south-
ern California and Oregon and 
the South Bay like Los Gatos, 
Santa Clara and Santa Cruz 
– (that) tells us something 
about wanting to be connected 
culturally if they are willing 
to drive that far. We should 
be doing more for our further 
away people.”

NCO Executive Committee 
member Keir Johnson-Reyes 
applauded the presentations 
because not all Californians 
who are Osage are able to 
travel back to Oklahoma to 
experience the culture discus-
sions and to see the sights and 

activities mentioned. “Focus-
ing on cultural aspects tie us 
together as Osages. Our Na-
tion, while based in Oklahoma, 
has a membership that spans 
the globe. It is important to 
maintain meaningful connec-
tion with and contribute to our 
home and people in Oklahoma, 
yet we can feel Osage unity by 
participating in cultural activ-
ities anywhere.”

HorseChief said he enjoyed 
interacting with the attendees 
as he helped them make the 
moccasins. “I had a good time 
as an attendee because the 
presenters were interesting. 
As a facilitator, I had a great 
time because the attendees 
were nice, attentive and hun-
gry to learn about Wah-Zh-Zhi 
culture. I believe these cultur-
al exchange trips are beneficial 
to the Nation in a long-term 
value because the next chief, 

doctor, lawyer or Laker could 
be from California and that 
person may be able to lift up 
the Nation, but only if they 
have a cultural connection.”

Johnson-Reyes delivered a 
presentation discussing food 
sovereignty issues using his ex-
pertise as a corn grower as an 
example. He told the attendees 
the Nation is hosting a first-of-
its-kind Southern Plains gath-
ering for corn growers called 
Braiding the Sacred, which is 
scheduled Nov. 3-5 within the 
Osage Nation. Johnson-Reyes, 
who helped plan the event, 
said the gathering will bring 
together traditional corn grow-
ers from tribes across the re-
gion to discuss traditional food 
preservation efforts.

As a participant, Johnson-
Reyes found the workshops 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Melani King shows the children’s shawl she fringed during the Aug. 12 
Northern California Osage gathering in Petaluma.

See wOrkshOps
—Continued  on Page 16
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B
elle Hill Wilson, 63, 
was born on Sept. 
16, 1953 in Tucson, 
Ariz., to Raymond 

Hill and Marguerite Matin 
Waller. She is the grand-
daughter of Walter and 
Helen Pratt Matin and Rose 
Neal Hill. She was raised 
with six siblings, Rita Sykes 
(deceased), Rosa-Raye Pledg-
er (deceased), Regina Hill, 
Everett Waller, Jake Waller 
(deceased) and Joe Freeman. 
She grew up in Hominy, 
Okla., and attended school 
in Hominy “Go Bucks!” She 
graduated from Hominy 
in 1971 and attended two 
years of college at South-
ern Methodist University  
in Texas. 

She has been happily mar-
ried to John Wilson for 44 
years. They have one daugh-
ter, Heather Wilson Little, 
and two grandsons, John Ty-
ler Little and Wyatt Little. 

The family moved around 
a lot due to her husband’s 
Air Force career. They have 
lived in Dallas, San Antonio, 
Austin, Great Falls, Mont.; 
Tucson; Upper-Heyford, 
England; Mildenhal, Eng-
land; Oklahoma City; Great 
Lakes, Ill.; Keflavik, Iceland; 
and Washington D.C.

She raised their daughter 
and took care of their home. 
She spent many years vol-
unteering with the Air Force 
Family Services and Red 
Cross. She has also worked 
with the Osage Casinos and 
is currently a board member 
for the Osage Nation Elec-
tion Board. 

She is of the Hominy Dis-
trict and her Osage name 
is Monce Tse-Xe. Her name 
was given to her by Alfred 
Oberly. She belongs to the 
Tzi-Zho Clan. 

Osage News: When did 
you start dancing at In-
Lon-Schka? 

Belle Wilson: Probably 
around five years old or so. My 
mother would line us up and 
tie our skirts on so tight we 
could barely breathe. It didn’t 
take us long to dress ourselves. 

ON: What are the differ-
ences in the In-Lon-Schka 
today from when you were 
young? 

BW: The committees are 
larger, more dancers. 

ON: What is your favor-
ite thing about the In-Lon-
Schka and why?

BW: I love the dances, al-
ways have. I get a sense of 
belonging and contentment. 
Grandpa Matin always said, 
“We’re drum people,” I get 
that. 

ON: How has the Osage 
Nation evolved in your life-
time?

BW: Health, Education, cul-
tural programs, jobs, all good 
things. All Osages should take 
advantage of what’s available. 
I hope all eligible Osages will 
use their right to vote. 

ON: What is your favorite 
Osage food?

BW:  Pork Steam Fry.

ON: Who are your he-
roes?

BW:  My mother. Not only 
was she a living book of Osage 
history, but she was a wonder-
ful mom. She taught me fam-
ily, loyalty, faith in God and 
love of family. She had a great 
sense of style. She said to buy 
good shoes, because you will 
need your feet your whole life 
and cheap shoes will cause 
problems. Also, my husband 
John, he loves God, his family 
and Texas! He gave 33 years 
to his country in the Air Force 
and he is still helping veter-

ans. My mother said he is her 
only kid who minded her. John 
is good to not only his family 
but mine. Mom asked Everett 
and Jake Waller to adopt him 
into their Elk Clan. 

ON: What was the happi-
est moment of your life? 

BW: Other than my mar-
riage and birth of our daugh-
ter and grandsons, I am happy 
when I think back to the danc-
es and can remember my mom 
out there. As she got older 
she would stand in place and 
dance. 

ON: What is your earliest 
memory?

BW: I remember jumping on 
a bed with Rosa when my dad 
was laying down and it broke. 
I was three or so. I have a viv-
id memory of my dad’s funeral 
soon after that. 

ON: Who, or what, did 
you love the most?

BW:  My family, all of them. 
We have a great time when 
we get together with a lot of 
laughter. Heather says we 
all throw our heads back and 
laugh in unison. 

ON: What is your favorite 
thing to do for fun?

BW:  John and I love to look 
for antiques, we’ve also started 
visiting Presidential librar-
ies. I like going to Las Vegas. 
Anytime we are with family is 
great! I love to read. 

ON: What was your favor-
ite decade and why? 

BW:  I really can’t say one in 
particular; they have all been 
good. Maybe the 80’s; we were 
overseas most of that time. 
Lots of traveling.

ON: What world events 
had the most impact on 
you?

BW: In April of 1986 we 
lived in Upper-Heyford, Eng-
land. The United States flew 
a bombing mission over Libya. 
We had friends who were in-
volved, worrying about their 
safety was hard on all of us. 
We learned how to check for 
bombs, etc. Heather’s school 
bus had armed guards for a 
while.

ON: What would you tell 
your 20-year-old self?

BW:  Never stop learning, 
enjoy the ride and for heaven’s 
sake get some sleep.

ON: Is there anything 
else you would like to add?

BW: I laughed when asked 
to do this Elder Series, until I 
realized I was the elder of my 
mother’s children. My elders 
in my family are Stanlee Ann 
Mattingly and Janis Carpen-
ter, but on both sides of my 
family we are cousins.

Elders Series

Belle Hill Wilson
by Tara Madden, Osage News | Photos Courtesy of Belle Hill Wilson

Belle Hill Wilson in her Osage blanket. Belle Hill Wilson in her Osage clothes as a young girl.

Belle Hill Wilson with her grandparents Walter and Helen Pratt Matin.Belle Hill Wilson on Easter as a 
young girl.

Belle Hill Wilson with her mother Marguerite Waller.

From left: Heather Little, Belle Hill Wilson, grandson John Tyler Little, hus-
band John Wilson and grandson Wyatt Little.
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Bird Creek Farms hosts Free Harvest 
Day for tribal members and employees 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

On a cloudy day in August, 
the Communities of Excellence 
staff walked through corn-
stalks while giving a tour of 
Bird Creek Farms. The buzz-
ing of honey bees could be 
heard as the pollinators were 
doing their job. 

“The colony of honeybees 
came from William St. John, 
he donated them to the farm,” 
said Director of Operations 
Casey Johnson. Just a few 
yards away he bent over and 
picked up a soccer ball-sized 
watermelon and held it up. 
“We’re going to give watermel-
ons to all the Nation’s schools.”

Bird Creek Farms is the re-
sult of a 270-acre gift from the 
Lynn family in the early 1990s. 
Rediscovered by the Standing 
Bear administration in 2014, 
the Communities of Excellence 
(COE) staff, workers from the 
Ta-Wa Americorps and Ameri-
corps programs, have been 
working, clearing, and tilling 
70 acres for community use 
for the past 3 years. The fruits 
of their labor are beginning to 
show.

What started out as an over-
grown piece of property has 
been transformed into commu-
nity gardens, two hoop houses 
with two more coming, a mon-
arch butterfly habitat, an ar-
bor for wood and coming soon: 
walking trails. Currently, 
produce grown on the farm in-
cludes five species of tomatoes, 
cucumbers, watermelon, can-
taloupe, lettuce, beets, beans, 
squash, turnips, okra, herbs, 
onions, and three species of 
corn. Pecan and walnut trees 
also grow on the property and 
when the season nears, those 
will be harvested as well. 

Currently, the COE har-
vests the vegetables and gives 
what they harvest to the Na-
tion’s elder programs, said 
COE Director Jason George. 
They have also partnered with 
the Nation’s Prevention Pro-
gram and the clients in reha-
bilitation come twice a week to 
harvest vegetables as well. 

“Part of rehabilitation and 
getting healthy is eating 
right,” Johnson said. “They 
love it when they’re out here. 
It gets them out of the build-
ing, gets them outside.”

Johnson said the Nation’s 
Osage Language Immersion 
School, the Wah-Zha-Zhi Early 
Learning Academies and Head 
Starts will also receive fresh 
produce in the future.  

The wood on the property 
is cut and split and given to 
bereaved families for funerals 
and memorial dinners, nam-
ing ceremonies, to In-Lon-
Schka district committees, 
family camps during In-Lon-
Schka, Sweat Lodge ceremo-
nies, Native American Church 
ceremonies and Osage Nation 
sponsored events, George said. 
The wood is palletized and free 
of charge. 

Water used to irrigate Bird 
Creek Farms comes from the 
City of Pawhuska’s main wa-
ter line on the property. 

Free Harvest Day 
On Aug. 26, from 7 a.m. to 

11 a.m., more than 30 Osage 
tribal members, Osage Nation 
employees and their families 
harvested vegetables at Bird 
Creek Farms. The harvesters 
ranged from 2 years old to 65 
years of age, according to the 
data collected from the event. 
About 58 pounds of vegetables 
and fruit were harvested by 
the community and COE staff 
that day. 

The only vegetable that 
wasn’t ready for harvest was 
the corn. 

The next Free Harvest Day 
is scheduled for Sept. 30, from 
7 a.m. to 11 a.m.

“The participants thanked 
Bird Creek Farm for the pro-
duce and want to come back. 
They took pictures and had 
a great time,” said Margaret 
Sisk, assistant to the COE 
director. “They were glad to 
see the farm, the Community 

Garden and wanted to see the 
little watermelons and canta-
loupes. Everyone asked about 
pumpkins. The kids had fun 
and saw friends and cousins. 
If we had chairs people would 
have sat and talked. People 
were introducing themselves 

to each other. It was fun for 
me to witness the fellowship of 
Osages.”

Bird Creek Farms is located 
at 101 Midland (south of Bird 
Creek) in Pawhuska. Harvest-
ers were encouraged to wear a 
hat, rubber boots, to bring bug 

repellant, sunscreen, a basket 
and a drink.

For more information or to 
sign up for the next Free Har-
vest Day on Sept. 30, call the 
Communities of Excellence at 
(918) 287-5267.

Courtesy Photo/Ryan RedCorn

Signey RedCorn holds up her basket of cherry tomatoes she picked at 
the Free Harvest Day at Bird Creek Farms on Aug. 26.

Courtesy Photo/Ryan RedCorn

Children play while their parents pick vegetables at the Free Harvest Day 
at Bird Creek Farms on Aug. 26.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Karie Mashunkashey picks cherry tomatoes under one of the hoop hous-
es at the Free Harvest Day at Bird Creek Farms on Aug. 26.

Courtesy Photo/Ryan RedCorn

LEFT: Pehan RedCorn holds up a green bell pepper 
she picked at the Free Harvest Day at Bird Creek 
Farms on Aug. 26.

Courtesy Photo/Ryan RedCorn

Margaret Sisk, assistant to the Communities of Excellence director, ob-
serves the growing Okra as she tells participants what to pick and what 
not to pick at the Free Harvest Day at Bird Creek Farms on Aug. 26.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Seasoned Firewood is ready for distribution at Bird Creek Farms. The fire-
wood can go to families for funeral or memorial dinners, In-Lon-Schka 
Dance Committees, Family Camps at In-Lon-Schka, NAC meetings, nam-
ing ceremonies and ON sponsored events.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

RIGHT: Vegetables, fruit and herbs harvested from 
Bird Creek Farm’s Free Harvest Day on Aug. 26.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Bird Creek Farms currently has two hoop houses standing, one yet to be 
built and another on the way. Herbs and five species of tomatoes are cur-
rently grown in the hoop houses.
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All photos by CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Osage Nation Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith gets ready for the parade on Saturday, August 19 in Anadarko.

Osage Nation Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith poses with the Kiowa Black 
Leggings Society before the parade on Saturday, August 19 in Anadarko.

Osage Nation Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith dances with the Fort Sill Apache princess during the fire dancer 
exhibition on August 17 in Anadarko.

RIGHT: Osage Nation Princess Jasmine Phetsack-
sith showed off her wedding coat at the American 
Indian Exposition Princess Fashion Show at the 
Southern Plains Indian Museum on August 18.

Osage Tribal Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith and Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear represent the Osage Nation in the 2017 American Indian 
Exposition parade in Anadarko on Aug. 16. 

Fort Sill Apache Fire Dancers pose with their princess Naiyah Gooday and Osage Nation Princess Jasmine Phet-
sacksith at the American Indian Exposition on August 19 in Anadarko.

Native American Tribal Princesses including Osage Tribal Princess Jas-
mine Phetsacksith (center left) enjoy their afternoon roller skating in 
Chickasha at OK Skateland. The young women represent their respec-
tive tribal nations at the 2017 American Indian Exposition in Anadarko.

LEFT: Osage Nation Princess Jasmine Phetsacksith 
addresses the crowd after the Friday night grand 
entry on August 18 at the American Indian Exposi-
tion in Anadarko.

American
Indian

Exposition
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Three Osages appointed to 
Osage LLC board subject to 
Congressional confirmation 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Limited Liability Com-
pany board is being revamped with 
new members, including some who are 
currently serving on the Tallgrass Eco-
nomic Development LLC Board.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear recently appointed three Osages 
to the five-member LLC board and 
those individuals will be considered for 
board confirmation consideration when 
the Fifth ON Congress meets for the 
24-day 2017 Tzi-Zho Session starting 
Sept. 5.

The three LLC board appointees 
are Kay Bills, Tim Clashin and Patsy 
Stuke. The other two appointees, who 
are also Tallgrass Economic Develop-
ment LLC board members are Ray-
mond Hankins and Phillip Morrow 
(Osage). Bills is also a Tallgrass Eco-
nomic Development LLC board mem-
ber who was confirmed to serve earlier 
this year during the spring Hun-Kah 
Session.

During the June special session, 
the Congress voted to pass ONCA 17-
79 (sponsored by Congressman Ron 
Shaw), which is a bill amending the 
Nation’s ethics law “to allow individu-
als to serve on both the Tallgrass Eco-
nomic Development LLC Board and 
the Osage LLC Board.”

According to her professional re-
sume, Bills served as the first director 
of the Office of Native American Busi-

ness Development under the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce for four years. 
In this position, Bills (who recently 
moved back to Fairfax/ Grayhorse) 
made recommendations to the Minor-
ity Business Development Agency on 
Native American issues and built col-
laborative working groups with major 
federal organizations.

Stuke, of Lenexa, Kans., is also a 
seasoned businesswoman with her own 
consulting business Osage Digital Ser-
vices, according to her resume. She’s 
also worked in sales management and 
business management positions in 
Kansas, Ohio, California and North 
Carolina. 

Clashin (Osage/Navajo) is a former 
ON Information Technologies Depart-
ment director who now lives in Chula 
Vista, Calif., where he works as busi-
ness development director for Axxera 
Inc., which specializes in IT integrated 
security software, according to his re-
sume. He also serves as executive vice 
president for First Nation Corporation, 
which is a Native American-owned 
firm based in nearby San Diego with 
focus on IT professional and managed 
security services.

Bills, Stuke and Clashin will be sub-
ject to congressional consideration first 
by the Congressional Commerce, Gam-
ing and Land Committee during the 
Tzi-Zho Session before being referred 
to the entire Congress for a confirma-
tion vote.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Tim Clashin and Kay Elsberry Bills were sworn in to serve on the Osage LLC Board on Aug. 3 
by Osage Nation Trial Court Judge Marvin Stepson. 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Patsy Stuke and Osage Nation Trial Court Judge Marvin Stepson, shortly after she was sworn 
in to serve on the Osage LLC board. 

How to submit a Letter to the Editor
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to 

the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 619 Kihekah, Pawhus-
ka, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and may 
be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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DOI awards Osage Nation 
Historic Preservation
with $23,900 grant  
Osage News

The Osage Nation is a recipient of the U.S. Department 
of Interior’s additional historic preservation grant it an-
nounced on Aug. 17.

In a prepared release from the office of Deputy Secretary 
of the Interior David Bernhardt, the DOI and the National 
Park Service (NPS) announced $4.6 million in additional 
funds would be awarded to 169 Tribal Historic Preservation 
Offices. The $4.6 million is in addition to an earlier award 
in April for $5.7 million, for a total of $10.3 million awarded 
for the year.

“These grants highlight the Department’s and the Na-
tional Park Service’s commitment to preserving U.S. and 
tribal history and heritage,” said Bernhardt in the release. 
“Through valuable partnerships, we are able to help commu-
nities and tribes protect the diverse historic places, culture, 
and traditions unique to our country for future generations.”

The tribal historic preservation grants are administered 
by the NPS and are funded by an annual appropriation from 
the U.S. Congress out of the Historic Preservation Fund 
(HPF), according to the release. The HPF was established 
in 1977 and also funds State Historic Preservation Offices. 
It has provided more than $1.2 billion in historic preserva-
tion grants to states, tribes, local governments and nonprofit 
organizations throughout its existence, according to the re-
lease. The HPF fund is supported solely by Outer Continen-
tal Shelf oil lease revenues.

The Osage Nation Historic Preservation Office (ONHPO) 
preserves the culture and history of the Osage Nation and 
shares that knowledge with the Osage people, according to 
their website. The ONHPO works with federal, state, and 
local agencies on undertakings that require tribal consul-
tation that identifies, protects and preserves archaeological 
and historic Osage sites within the boundaries of the Osage 
Nation Reservation and on lands throughout Osage ances-
tral territories and homelands, according to their website.  

Osage ancestral lands include Illinois, Missouri, Arkan-
sas, Kansas, Oklahoma, small portions of northwestern and 
northeastern Texas, northwestern Louisiana and south-
western Colorado and Wisconsin, according to the ONHPO 
website. The earliest known Osage ancestral lands include 
portions of the Ohio River Valley states: Kentucky, Indiana, 
Ohio, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania.

Oklahoma tribes received $374,584 in additional grant 
funds. The following tribes received the additional funding 
on Aug. 17: 

Absentee Shawnee Tribe, Shawnee  . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,810
Caddo Tribe of Oklahoma, Binger  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,070
Cherokee Nation, Tahlequah  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $27,374
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, Concho  . . . . . . . . . $25,676
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, Durant  . . . . . . . . . . $26,124
Citizen Potawatomi, Shawnee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24,065
Comanche Nation, Lawton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,733
Eastern Shawnee of Oklahoma, Wyandotte  . . . . . . $23,817
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma, Miami . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,183
Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Okmulgee  . . . . . . . . . . . $25,330
Osage Nation, Pawhuska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,900
Otoe-Missouria Tribe of Oklahoma, Red Rock  . . . . $24,692
Ottawa Tribe of Oklahoma, Miami  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,258
Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma, Pawnee  . . . . . . . . . . $24,266
Ponca Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma, Ponca City  . $24,446
Quapaw Tribe of Oklahoma, Quapaw . . . . . . . . . . . $24,156
Seneca Cayuga Tribe of Oklahoma, Grove  . . . . . . . $24,204
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town, Okemah  . . . . . . . . . . . . $24,525
Wyandotte Nation, Wyandotte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,520

For more information about the National Park Service’s 
historic preservation programs and grants, visit www.nps.
gov/stlpg/. For more information about the Nation’s His-
toric Preservation Office, visit www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/historic-preservation

Reprinted Osage Constitutions now 
available at ON Attorney General’s office
Osage News

Reprinted copies of the 
Osage Constitution are now 
available at the Osage Nation 
Attorney General’s Office in 
handheld size.

The reprinted Osage Consti-
tution includes three amend-
ments approved by Osage 
voters during the 2014 and 
2016 general elections and 
this year’s special election. In 
March 2006, Osage voters ap-
proved the reformed govern-
ment constitution currently in 
use today. 

The AG’s office reprinted 
the Constitution last year, but 
the last page of the document 
was inadvertently left out, 
prompting another reprinting 
with the correction made. The 
Constitution copies are free of 
charge to the public.

The last page of the docu-

ment includes the Osage 
Nation Constitutional Refer-
endum Election Results from 
March 11, 2006, as well as the 
signatures of the 31st Osage 

Tribal Council and Principal 
Chief Jim Gray and Assistant 
Principal Chief Kenneth H. 
Bighorse. Other signatures 
are from those who served on 
the Osage Government Reform 
Commission including William 
S. Fletcher, Priscilla Iba, Jerri 
Jean Branstetter, Joe Conner, 
Marvin Anthony Daniels, the 
late Henry Edward Lookout, 
James Norris, Douglas Re-
vard, Mary Jo Webb and the 
late Charles Red Corn. 

Osage artist Addie Roan-
horse, a graphic designer for 
the ON Office of the Chiefs, 
worked on the redesign which 
features a new purple-colored 
paperback and the updated 
tribal seal.

The ON Attorney General’s 
Office is located in the Law 
Building on the government 
campus in Pawhuska and can 
be reached at (918) 287-5514.

Constitution of the Osage Nation

ON WIC celebrates World Breastfeeding 
Week at the Pawhuska Community Center 
Osage News

The Osage Nation Women, 
Infants and Children pro-
gram hosted its annual World 
Breastfeeding Week carnival 
at the Pawhuska Community 
Center on Aug. 14.

“We had approximately 90 
people in attendance and ev-
eryone provided outreach from 
their programs to the partici-
pants. We served food, drinks, 
sno-cones, and popcorn along 
with games for the children in 
attendance,” said Manon Tay-
lor, ON WIC Director. “The lo-
cal merchants donated many 
items for door prizes. Other 
programs gave away items as 
well. The Shriner’s provided 
the popcorn for the event and 
provided information on their 
services.”  

Taylor said World Breast-
feeding Week (WBW) cel-
ebrates working together to 
produce sustainable results 
to increase the benefits of 
breastfeeding within the com-
munity. Evidence on the ben-
efits of breastfeeding shows it 
aids in the survival of infants 
and helps them thrive, it has 
long-term health benefits for 
women, yields economic ben-
efits and enhances the wellbe-
ing of all. The ON WIC joined 
with the Osage County Health 
Department, Osage Nation 
CHR, Prevention, Childcare, 
Public Health Programs, the 
Shriner’s, and OSU Extension 
for this year’s event. 

“This year’s theme focused 
on the importance of working 
together for the common good,” 

said Manon Taylor, WIC direc-
tor. “In order to meet breast-
feeding duration goals, it is 
important for mothers to re-
ceive support from their com-
munity, health care providers, 
child care providers, and em-
ployers, as well as their friends 
and family.”

The benefits of breastfeed-
ing provides children with the 
nutrients they need to help 
with development and build-
ing a strong immune system, 
she said. 

There were many donations 
for door prizes and for breast-
feeding mothers this year. 
Leading Lady and Loving Mo-
ments donated packages of 
nursing bras, nursing covers 
and other items to breastfeed-
ing participants, she said. This 
is the second year they have 
donated to Osage Nation WIC 
during WBW.  

“Osage Nation WIC is ex-
tremely proud of the event 

and for the commitment of our 
breastfeeding staff of Donna 
Patterson, ON WIC Breast-
feeding Supervisor, and Nicki 
Ingram and Mary Vargas, 
Peer Counselors. Also, all the 
WIC staff for their support of 
the event and their daily inter-
action with breastfeeding and 
potential breastfeeding moth-
ers,” Taylor said. “We would 
also like to thank all the Osage 
Nation Programs who helped, 
OSU Extension staff, Shri-
ner’s, Osage County Health 
Department staff and donation 
of event t-shirts, Leading Lady 
bras, Pawhuska merchants 
who donated door prizes and 
food. The Pawhuska Commu-
nity Center was donated free 
of charge from Mike McCart-
ney, Pawhuska City Manager. 
This was truly a Community 
Event and we look forward to 
next year!”

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The Osage Nation Women, Infants and Children program hosted its an-
nual World Breastfeeding Week carnival at the Pawhuska Community 
Center on Aug. 14. 

Osage Nation WIC and Elder Nutrition
Program help bring fresh produce to clients
Tara Madden
Osage News

Oklahoma farmers have 
signed contracts with the 
Osage Nation’s Women, In-
fant and Children program 
(WIC) and the Osage Nation 
Elder Nutrition Program to 
provide fresh fruits and veg-
etables through a Farmer’s 
Market grant through the 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). The program provides 
Farmer’s market vouchers 
to their clients to use at the 
Farmer’s Markets set up in  
their locations. 

The program currently has 
around thirteen farmers from 
Oklahoma participating in all 
the ON WIC locations, which 
include Pawhuska, Ponca 
City, Tulsa, Fairfax, Sperry 
and Hominy. 

The program began in June 

and will run to the end of Sep-
tember when the grant expires 
for the season. The program 
will return next summer  
in June. 

There is a concern with the 

amount of client participation 
and the vouchers not being uti-
lized and expiring, said Donna 
Patterson, WIC Breastfeeding 
and Training Supervisor. The 
fear is that if clients and com-

munity members fail to use 
their vouchers and take ad-
vantage of the Farmers Mar-
kets, it could hurt future grant 
possibilities and services. 

“If your vouchers expire do 

not throw them away; bring 
them in to be extended. We 
would really like for them to 
be used,” Patterson said.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Toni and Paul Zemp, from Perry, Okla., come every Monday and set up 
their produce table across from Title VI in Pawhuska.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Home-canned jellies and salsa, beets and relish, for sale at the ON WIC 
Farmer’s Market by Toni and Paul Zemp.

See prOduCe
—Continued  on Page 19
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Osage energy
O-Ki-E Thali (Good speaking)
Rosemary Wood
Osage News

Rosemary Wood

During the July Osage Minerals 
Council meeting, Minerals Council 
Director Bill Lynn discussed the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
in association with well data main-
tained by the BIA. 

Well data is considered vital to 
exploration and production, and 
has been available to producers for 
over a hundred years. In 2015, the 
BIA began requiring formal writ-
ten requests to access the informa-
tion. FOIA requests can be time 
consuming and burdensome. When 
questioned, Regional Director Ed-
die Streater said in a July 2017 
Osage News article, that a Wash-
ington D.C. Solicitor went through 
the well files and realized that, “the 
records contain proprietary infor-
mation.” 

Lynn, a geologist and longtime 
veteran of the Osage oil business, 
is more than familiar with well 
records. He has worked with well 
data in both offices and in the oil 
fields. Lynn said, “The oil and gas 
exemptions for FOIA include geo-
logic maps and seismic. There has 
been no ruling on well files. The 
only thing proprietary about oil and 
gas well files would be if someone 
accidentally dropped their wallet  
in one.” 

According to FOIA.gov, agencies 
are authorized to withhold infor-
mation only “… when they reason-
ably foresee that disclosure would 
harm an interest protected … ex-
emptions.” Barring a lost wallet, it 
is difficult to see what the BIA finds 
‘harmful’ about allowing oil produc-
ers access to well data.

In addition to FOIA, the Bureau 
has been playing fast and loose with 
the application and enforcement of 
other rules and regulations to the 
harm and extreme detriment of oil 
production activity. Lynn said that 
“obtaining authorization for inci-
dental take of the American Bury-
ing Beetle (ABB) under Section 10 
of the Endangered Species Act is 
optional.”   Why then, asks Lynn, 
is the Bureau making Individual 
Certification Programs (ICP) a  
requirement for Osage County pro-
ducers?  

“Under the ICP, operators must 
have surveys performed for ABB 
presence at an approximate cost 
of $5,000 per survey. If ABBs are 
present then ABB conservation 
credits must be purchased at a 
cost of $15,000 to $30,000 per well, 
and additional cost that will pre-
maturely end the economic life of 
many Osage oil and gas fields,” said 
Fred Storer, Hydration Engineer-
ing, PLLC. According to Storer, the 
states of Arkansas, Kansas, Ne-
braska and South Dakota are ex-
empt from this requirement by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (US-
FWS) because of the small amount 
of ABB habitat compromised. Oil 
and gas production in the Osage 
occupies only about one percent of 
the total surface, yet the restric-
tions are flagrantly and brutishly 
imposed. This is blatant unequal 
application of the law.  

Lynn said, “NEPA (National En-
vironmental Policy Act), EIS (En-
vironmental Impact Statement) 
– continual push by the BIA for 
additional regulation changes not 
only suppresses oil and gas activ-
ity on the Osage Minerals Estate, 

but also ignores the sovereignty 
expressed by the OMC through nu-
merous resolutions and letters.”  

Councilman Talee Redcorn, 
speaking in the Osage language, 
said to Lynn, “O-Ki-E Thali.” (Good 
speaking). Lynn responded in Osage 
and for a while – again – or still, 
business was conducted in Osage. 
In English, Redcorn thanked Lynn 
and stated he did agree with him. 
Redcorn said that for years there 
has been a continual wave of efforts 
by the BIA to use NEPA, FOIA and 
ABB against the Osage, their sover-
eignty, and the full use and enjoy-
ment of their Mineral Estate. 

In solidarity with Redcorn and 
Lynn, Councilwoman Stephanie 
Erwin said, “What we are talking 
about here, or should be talking 
about, is breach of trust.” Erwin has 
long and often stated her concerns 
over the unequal application of 
rules and regulation against Osage 
oil producers. Erwin reckons the up-
tick in harassment coincides with 
the Osage Trust Settlement. 

As reported by the Osage News in 
a June 18, 2013 article, “The Osage 
Trust Case settlement was the re-
sult of an 11-year legal battle … 
that awarded the Osage Tribe ap-
proximately $330 million ... as a re-
sult of government mismanagement 
of trust assets.”

It’s not only members of the 
Osage Minerals Council who notice 
the vindictive knee-jerk kick in the 
groin by the BIA. Rob Lyon, Osage 
Producers Association, said to the 
Bartlesville Examiner-Enterprise 
in a June 11, 2015 article, that “…
shortly after the settlement was an-
nounced in late 2011 … challenges 
began to get more complicated for 
the association’s lease operators al-
most immediately.” He said, “Doing 
business in Osage County oil fields 
has been increasingly difficult since 
the U.S. government settled a class-
action lawsuit over its historic mis-
management.” 

Since Lyon’s observations, the 
Bureau’s attempts at slowing pro-
duction have only increased in viru-
lence as they have gone unchecked 
and have been successful.  

–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary 

Wood is a former two-time Osage Trib-
al Councilwoman and graduated from 
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in 
1963, the University of Oklahoma in 
1965, and from Rutgers University in 
1971 with a Master of Science in Psy-
chiatric Nursing.

Two Texas Osage Associations 
to hold October meetings
Osage News

Two Texas Osage Associations will be holding October meetings. 
The North Texas Osage Association will host a meeting on Saturday, Oct. 14, 

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Merlot Avenue Community Room, located at 4500 
Merlot Avenue, Grapevine, TX 76051. The Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center will 
make a presentation, as well as Susan Forman, Osage natural gas contracting 
expert. Speakers include Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Congress-
woman Maria Whitehorn. Lunch will be served to those who RSVP. 

The South Texas Osage Association will host a meeting on Saturday, Oct. 21, 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the Thousand Oaks Branch Library located at 4618 Thou-
sand Oaks, San Antonio, TX 78233. Osage Nation Museum Curator Hallie Winter 
will make a presentation. Speakers will include Standing Bear and Whitehorn. 

Please RSVP to Jim Ryan at jimr812@yahoo.com, or call him at (210) 825-6747 
or RSVP on the Texas Osage Association Facebook page by Oct. 17.

Osages Around the World!

Osage tribal members Joe Cooper and Chris Murphy dove hunting in the Cordoba Province, 
Argentina, on Aug. 9, 2017.

Osages arOund the WOrld
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loaned their work to the ONM for in-
clusion in the upcoming exhibition,” 
Winter said. “Community was impor-
tant to Gina and it is appropriate that 
the celebratory exhibition in her home-
town be a community endeavor.”

Winter said the upcoming exhibition 
is a cumulative endeavor, incorporat-
ing the permanent collection of the 
ONM and generous private collectors 

gray
–from Page 5

wOrkshOps
–from Page 8

of Gray’s work.  The upcoming exhibit 
embodies the kinship Gray had with 
her Osage and artistic communities, 
she said.  

An exhibition catalogue will accom-
pany the show and will be available 
for the suggested donation of $20. All 
proceeds from the catalogue will go to 
the Osage Nation Museum to help in 
fulfilling their mission of educating the 
public on Osage art, history, and cul-
ture, Winter said.

beneficial. “I have made baby moccasins before, but not Osage-style ones. I in-
tend to go in at Pawhuska (In-Lon-Schka ceremonial dances) soon, so learning 
the steps to make a pair of moccasins is especially important to me. I took away 
the practical steps in making an Osage man’s moccasin … John led such a great 
workshop, his patience and upbeat personality really helped make some of us 
first time Osage moccasin makers feel comfortable.”

As for future NCO gatherings, NCO Executive Committee member Karen El-
liott said a 2018 gathering will be planned and said she’s heard suggestions for 
possibly making the gathering a two-day camp out event. She also said “next year 
is an election year and we could offer both culture and a little exposure to those 
running for Congress” as well as Executive Branch offices and the Osage Miner-
als Council.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

John Horsechief of the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Cen-
ter leads a workshop on 
moccasin making during 
the Aug. 12 Northern Cali-
fornia Osage gathering in 
Petaluma.  

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Northern California Osage 
gathering attendees Josh-
ua Mize and Francheska 
Martinez make moccasins 
during a cultural work-
shop at the Aug. 12 event 
in Petaluma.
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SEPTEMBER
September 4 

Observed Holiday 
Labor Day 
Offices Closed 

September 7 – 9 
Excellence in Journalism 
Anaheim Marriott 
700 West Convention Way 
Anaheim, California 
For more information go 
to excellenceinjournalism.org

September 8
Seniors Farmers Market 
Osage Nation WIC and 
Elder Nutrition
Across the street from 350 
Senior Drive
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
9 a.m.
While supplies last. 55+ 
Seniors in Osage County 
and surrounding areas

September 8
Osage Ballet Performance
The Leach Theatre,  
7:30 p.m.
400 W. 10th Street 
103 Castleman Hall in 
Rolla, Mo.
(573) 341-4219 or  
leach@mst.edu 

September 9 
Pawnee/Osage Casa  
Birdhouse Auction 
Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church 
Parrish Hall 
1314 Lynn Ave. 
Pawhuska, OK, 6 p.m. 
For more information  
contact (918) 762-3776

September 9
Unveiling of Bronze Statue 
– Osage Family
City of Cuba, Mo.

September 28
Osage Nation Museum 
Unveiling and Reception 
Traditional Values/ 
Contemporary Vision; 
Works by Gina Gray 
819 Grandview Avenue 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

Reception hours 4 p.m.  
to 6 p.m. 
For more information con-
tact (918) 287-5441

OCTOBER
October 7

National Indian Taco 
Championship 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
For more information  
contact (918) 287-1208

October 7
Worldwide Photo Walk
Meet at the Blacksmith 
house and statue at 210 
W. Main St.
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
For more information 
contact Sherry Stinson at 
sherry@tylercreative.com 
or sign-up at
worldwidephotowalk.com/
walk/downtown-pawhuska/

October 9 
Observed Holiday 
Osage Day 
Offices Closed 

October 14 
North Texas Osage  
Association Meeting 
4500 Merlot Avenue 
Merlot Avenue  
Community Room 
Grapevine, Texas 
Lunch will be served to 
those who RSVP 
For more information  
contact (210) 825-6747

October 21 – 22 
2017 Cultural Walk 
From Kansas to Home, a 
Cultural Experience 
Mullendore Crossbell 
Ranch
Registration deadline is 
September 22
For more information con-
tact (918) 287-5632

October 31
Osage News Halloween 
Employee Costume Contest
Costumes will be judged 

on Osage News Facebook 
Page
Winners will receive  
prizes

NOVEMBER 
November 3 – 5 

Braiding the Sacred  
Gathering of Traditional 
Corn Growers 
Gathering Site: 1449 W. 
Main St. 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
For more information con-
tact (916) 995-3209

November 4 
United Osages of Southern 
California Fall Gathering
Heritage Hall-Magee Park 
258 Beech Ave. 
Carlsbad, California 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information con-
tact Greg Clavier at (760) 
802-7591

November 10 
Observed Holiday 
Veterans Day
Offices Closed

November 23 - 24 
Observed Holiday 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
Offices Closed 

DECEMBER  
December 25 - 26 

Observed Holiday 
Christmas Holiday 
Offices Closed

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, 
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 
sure to include event date, loca-
tion, email and Web address (if 
applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contact-
ed for validation if necessary. 
Deadline for the October issue 
is September 18, 2017.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Autumn 

Watts-Dalman (Osage/Coman-
che) who recently graduated 
from the University of Okla-
homa, receiving a Master’s 
Degree in Human Relations. 
Autumn is the daughter of Sam 
and Donna Hight Watts. She is 
the granddaughter of the late 
Vivian Hamilton Hight and 
Bill Hight. She is the great-
granddaughter of Elizabeth 
Pratt and Ira Hamilton. The 
great-great-granddaughter of 
Henry and Josephine Little-
bear Pratt and Amos and Ma-
rie Etiva Hamilton; and her 
paternal grandmother the late 
Mary Alice Maddox. Autumn 
would like to Thank the Osage 
Nation and the Osage Nation 
Higher Education Program for 
their support. Autumn would 
also like to acknowledge her 
grandmother Vivian, who was 
the inspiration to continue her 
education at OU. 

Autumn Watts-Dalman

The Osage News wins
14 Native American  
Journalists Association 
awards for 2016 coverage
Osage News

The Native American Journalists Association has awarded 
the Osage News with 14 awards for their 2016 coverage. The 
Osage News participates in the Professional Division II – Print/
Online Division with a circulation of 5,000-10,000.

The Osage News staff will travel to Anaheim, Calif., Sept. 7-9 
to attend the Excellence in Journalism conference, hosted by the 
Society of Professional Journalists, the National Association of 
Hispanic Journalists, Radio Television Digital News Association 
and NAJA.

The Osage News staff won for the following:

• Professional Division II - Print
Print - General Excellence
First Place
Osage News

• Online - Best Digital Publication
First Place
Osage News

• Print - Best Layout
First Place
Osage News

• Print / Online - Best News Story
First Place
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Osage Nation picks up Reece brothers case after DA fumbles

• Print / Online - Best Editorial
First Place
Osage News
Osage ancestry, Indigenous Identity and DNA

• Print / Online – Best News Photo
First Place
Osage News
Bluestem Ranch

• Second Place – Best Environmental Story
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Nation files application to put 43,000-acre ranch into trust

• Second Place – Best Feature Photo
Chalene Toehay-Tartsah
Osage News
Immersion Egg Hunt 

• Second Place – Best Feature Story
Shannon Shaw Duty 
Osage News
Longtime domestic violence coordinator 
claims wrongful termination

• Second Place – Excellence in Beat Reporting
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Justice

• Third Place – Best Elder Coverage
Tara Madden
Osage News
Elder series: Jerry Shaw & Otto Hamilton, Jr.

• Third Place - Best Environmental Story 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Nation working with EPA after largest 
earthquake in state history

• Third Place – Best Sports Story
Chalene Toehay-Tartsah
Osage News
Recontre loses Bellator fight after jaw is broken in first round

• Third Place – Best News Story
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Congress passes resolution to address pharmaceutical 
billing issue at clinic

OSAGE NEWS 2015 FILE PHOTO

The Osage News staff and board members Lu King and Jerri Jean Brans-
tetter at the 2015 NAJA Media Awards Banquet in Washington, D.C.

Courtesy Photo

2017 Osage Cultural Walk 
is scheduled for Oct. 21-22
Osage News

The 2017 Osage Cultural Walk is scheduled for 
Oct. 21-22. The event is hosted by the Wah-Zha-Zhi  
Cultural Center. 

Registration for the walk is open and will end on  
Sept. 22.

Since 2009, the WCC has hosted the Cultural Walk 
for scores of Osages and their families to participate in 
the occasion that commemorates the 1871 final move of 
the Osage people from Kansas to the modern-day Osage 
Reservation. The walk takes place at the Mullendore 
Crossbell Ranch in the far northeastern corner of Osage 
County. The ranch is located on the exact location where 
most of the Osages who came to Oklahoma from Kansas 
first crossed over into Indian Territory. 

The walk, itself, is an overnight camping trip that cul-
minates with a three-mile hike from the original 1871 his-
toric marker to the Crossbell Ranch. 

The walk is open to Osages and their families. Children 
age 17 and under must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. Non-Osages who are parents, spouses or sig-
nificant others will be allowed if they are registered with 
an Osage.

See walk
—Continued  on Page 19



Alimeda Melba
McClure Adams

Alimeda Melba McClure 
Adams passed away on Au-
gust 7, 2017. She was 75. She 
was born on January 17, 1942 
in Pawnee, OK to Olce Frank 
McClure and Teresa Miller 
McClure. She joined the U.S. 
Army in 1961 as a nurse and 
served a 1 year term. She met 
the love of her life, Johnnie L. 
Adams in Arlington, Virginia 
and on March 11, 1967 they 
were married. She was a proud 
member of the Osage Nation 
and was very involved in tribal 
affairs including dancing and 
powwows. She enjoyed nature 
and liked spending time at the 
lake and camping. She also 
enjoyed NASCAR racing very 
much. She was an animal lov-
er and adored dogs.  

Alimeda was preceded in 
death by her parents and one 
son, Frank Adams.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Johnnie of the home, 
three sons, Johnnie Lee (Rob-
in), III; Donald Ellis; Larry 
Keith Adams; five daughters 
Tina Marie (Chad) Douglass; 
Angel (Don) Levings; Dawn 
Marie (Tommy) Jenkins; Can-
di (Walter) Goodman; Johnnie 
(Ron) Grenier; 26 grandchil-
dren and several great-grand-
children, as well and many 
nieces and nephews.  

A funeral mass was held for 
Alimeda at the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Fairfax, 
OK, August 10, 2017. Inter-
ment followed at the Fairfax 
Cemetery. The family asked 
that family and friends wear 
purple to the funeral service. 
A rosary service was held at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday at the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church  
as well.  

Alimeda was a loving moth-
er and a devoted wife. She 
was loved deeply and will  
be missed.  

Online condolences can be 
paid at www.hunsakerwooten-
funeralhome.com.

Sue Ann Oxford Charley
Osage News

Sue Ann Oxford Charley, 70, 
passed away on May 24, 2017 
in Albuquerque, N.M. Sue 
Ann was born in Floresville,  
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Texas, and was raised in 
Pawhuska, Okla. 

Sue Ann was a member of 
the Osage Nation, member 
of DAR and was a teacher for 
over 20 years in the Gallup 
McKinley County Schools and 
area. She was a member of the 
Church of the Holy Spirit. She 
was involved with the commu-
nity that she lived in with ei-
ther fundraisers, tutoring and 
teaching drivers education.

Survivors include her for-
mer husband Johnny Char-
ley, daughter Jenilee Marcella 
Charley; brothers James W. 
Oxford Jr. and Dr. Robert Lee 
Oxford and sister Mary Estelle 
Harris. She was preceded in 
death by mother Jennie Lee 
Sugg Oxford and grandmother 
Mary Marcella Ducotey and 
father James W. Oxford Sr. 

A memorial was held in Gal-
lup, N.M., on June 3, 2017 at 
the Church of the Holy Spirit, 

followed by a reception at Jef-
ferson Elementary, which 
was a school she taught at. 
The family is planning to 
have a graveside service at 
Pawhuska cemetery, fol-
lowed by a luncheon on Oct.  
14, 2017.  

Osage Veteran, Buddy 
Morton Bradshaw, is 
remembered by his San 
Antonio community 

Mary Mills Heidbrink 
San Antonio Express-News

An Air Force veteran who 
battled addiction, Buddy 
Morton Bradshaw knew how  
to help those fighting the same 
demons. 

“There was nobody better 
than Buddy at doing what he 
did,” said longtime friend and 
colleague Dr. Harry Croft. “He 

understood addiction; he un-
derstood people and families.” 

Bradshaw helped start the 
Battered Women’s Shelter 
here on a shoestring and later 
opened Family Focus Counsel-
ing Center in 1980, providing 
private counseling and work-
ing with local government and 
nonprofit organizations. 

“Buddy had a giant heart,” 
Croft said. “He was…a thera-
pist that helped provably 
thousands of patients over the 
years.” 

Bradshaw died August 14  
at 87. 

An Osage Native American, 
Bradshaw was raised in Skia-
took, Oklahoma, where his 
parents were the postmasters. 

“He was very proud of the 
Osage and the fact that he was 
Indian,” said his wife, Jean-
nine Johnston Bradshaw. 

Bradshaw told his future 
wife so much about his heri-
tage while they were dating 
that “When he took me home 
the first time, I expected there 
to be people running around 
in full headdress,” Jeannine 
Bradshaw said. “But there 
wasn’t; it was just like any 
other town.” 

Raised in the Methodist 
Church, Bradshaw never for-
got the lessons learned from 
his parents and grandparents. 

“He wanted to write a book 
about the values and morals 
he learned around the dinner 
table,” daughter Paula “Pee 
Jay” Bradshaw Smith said. His 
family “used to take in people 
all the time, feed people.” 

His sister encouraged Brad-
shaw, the youngest of six 
children, to go to college. He 
attended the University of 
Oklahoma and was recruited 
into ROTC, reporting to Tin-
ker AFB after graduation. 
About a year later, he was sent 
to Korea during the war there. 

Bradshaw met his future 
wife while at Forbes AFB after 
returning from Korea, and the 
two were married in 1955. He 
was sent to Africa only three 
months later, returning just in 
time for the birth of their fist 
child, a son.

Serving in Puerto Rico and 
several bases stateside, Brad-
shaw and his family were 
living in Panama when his 
addiction to alcohol prompted 
the Air Force to send him to 
Randolph AFB for treatment. 
Still in the Air Force while in 
recovery, Bradshaw began at-
tending Our Lady of the Lake 
University, eventually earning 
two master’s degrees in psy-
chology by the time he retired 
from the service in 1973. 

Working for what was then 
known as the Bexar County 
Mental Health, Mental Retar-
dation Center, Bradshaw be-
came director of the program’s 
alcohol treatment program. 
There, he was approached by 
social worker Ann Whitehead 
and the Rev. Don Baugh, who 
wanted to establish a place 
where battered women and 
their children could take shel-
ter from their abusers. 

The trio opened the Bat-
tered Women’s Shelter of Bex-
ar County with $400 in 1977. 

“I stared out in a little frame 
house, and then they moved 
into an old church building 
downtown,” said longtime 
friend and colleague Helen 
Rundell, who later served on 
the shelter’s board. “It went 
from there.” 

Through the years, Brad-
shaw also was involved with 
the Council of Churches, the 
Palmer Drug Abuse Program 
and the Alamo Area Council 
of Governments. He helped es-
tablish the Bexar County Jail’s 
medical holding unit in 1978 to 
help inmates obtain drug and 
alcohol counseling. 

In opening the Family Focus 
Counseling Center, Bradshaw 
provided counseling and spoke 
on addiction and mental health 
topics for many years. He also 
opened Day-by-Day to provide 
outpatient care for those who 
had completed a drug or alco-
hol rehabilitation program.

OSAGE NATION JOBS: To ap-
ply for a position with the Osage 
Nation go to https://www.osa-
genation-nsn.gov/opportunities/
job-listings/application-form.
Applicants are welcome to attach 
a resume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that all ap-
plicants tentatively selected for 
employment with the Osage Na-
tion will be required to submit to 
a urinalysis to screen for illegal 
drug use. Employment will be 
contingent upon drug test results. 
OSAGE / VETERAN / INDIAN 
PREFERENCE IS CONSID-
ERED. Verification of preference 
must be included with applica-
tion. For questions please contact 
Taryn Crawford, Osage Nation 
Employee Recruitment Specialist 
at (918) 287-5445 or email tcraw-
ford@osagenation-nsn.gov.

Shelter Advocate – Pawhuska 
Associate’s Degree in Behavioral 
Health, Social Work, Education 
or related field preferred high 
school diploma or GED required. 
Familiarity with family violence, 
sexual assault and/or human sex 
trafficking issues preferred. Must 
be able to deal with potentially 
hostile and/or uncooperative in-
dividuals. Must be able to handle 
stress. Regular Part Time. Sal-
ary: $15.00/hr. 

Medical Laboratory Aid 
(Phlebotomy) – Pawhuska 
Certified as a phlebotomist by 
NCA, National Credentialing 
Agency or ASCP, American So-
ciety of Clinically Pathologist 
required. 1-2 years’ experience 
preferred. Knowledge of basic 
laboratory equipment such as 
centrifuges, laboratory sample 
transport system, timers, etc. 
Knowledge of HIPAA and Priva-
cy Act. Requires high attention to 
detail. Regular Full Time. Salary: 
$15.05/hr. 

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship. Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed 
to provide Osage students with 
work experience in their chosen 
field of study. The program is 
designed to serve enrolled mem-
bers of the Osage Nation with a 
minimum of 61+ hours completed 
in an accredited college or uni-
versity degree program. Regular 
Temporary Full Time.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To 
apply for a position with Osage 
Casino go to www.osagecasinos.
com/careers

EVS Supervisor – Ponca City 
Hospitality High School Diploma 
or GED. Must be 18 years of age 
or older. One year of housekeep-
ing experience. Six months of 

Classifieds
supervisory experience in a hotel 
facility preferred. 

Regional Count Team Atten-
dant – Skiatook Cage High 
School Diploma or GED pre-
ferred. Cash handling experience 
required. Cash handling experi-
ence required. 

Casino Services Agent – Tulsa 
Cage Must be 18 years of age or 
older. High School Diploma or 
GED. Prior cash handling experi-
ence required. Gaming. Hospital-
ity or Customer Service industry 
experience preferred. Previous 
direct customer service experi-
ence required. 

EVS Attendant – Sand Springs 
Facilities Six months experience 
in customer service or hospitality. 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Must be able to pass background 
check, with no prior convictions 
of any felonies. Must be able to 
obtain and maintain Osage Na-
tion Gaming License.

Dishwasher – Sand Springs 
Food and Beverage Restaurant 
experience preferred. Must be 18 
years of age. Must be able to pass 
background check, with no prior 
convictions of any felonies. Must 
be able to obtain and maintain 
Osage Nation Gaming License. 

Cocktail Server – Bartles-
ville Food and Beverage Must 
be at least 18 years of age. Fe-
male must be able to fit a size 8 
or smaller for Women’s attire. 
Males must be able to fit a size 
36 waist for men’s attire. High 
School Diploma/GED.

Main Bank Cashier – Ponca 
City Cage Must be at least 18 
years of age. High School Diplo-
ma or GED required. Prior cash 
– handling experience required. 
Requires experience in guest 
services or casino operations; 
prior cage cashier experience pre-
ferred. 

Bartender – Hominy Food 
and Beverage High School 
Diploma or GED. Six months 
customer service experience pre-
ferred. Must be 21 years of age. 
Must be able to pass background 
check, with no prior convictions 
of any felonies. Must be able to 
obtain and maintain Osage Na-
tion Gaming License. 

Maintenance Technician – 
Sand Springs Facilities Must 
be at least 18 years of age. High 
School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experi-
ence. Gaming, hospitality or cus-
tomer service industry preferred. 
Minimal of two to three years of 
experience in position related to 
assigned duties required. 

Dishwasher – Tulsa Food and 

Beverage Restaurant experience 
preferred. Must be 18 years of 
age. Must be able to pass back-
ground check, with no prior con-
victions of any felonies. Must 
be able to obtain and maintain 
Osage Nation Gaming License. 

Security Officer – Tulsa Secu-
rity Individual must be at least 
18 years of age. High School Di-
ploma/GED and 6 months of pre-
vious work experience. Gaming, 
hospitality or customer service 
industry preferred. Prior experi-
ence in law enforcement, military 
or civilian security services is 
helpful. 

Bartender – Ponca City Food 
and Beverage High School 
Diploma or GED. Six months 
customer service experience pre-
ferred. Must be 21 years of age. 
Must be able to pass background 
check, with no prior convictions 
of any felonies. Must be able to 
obtain and maintain Osage Na-
tion Gaming License. 

Restaurant Server – Ponca 
City Food and Beverage High 
School Diploma/GED required. 
Gaming, hospitality, food, bever-
age or customer service industry 
preferred. Previous experience 
in a high volume food service op-
eration or bar is preferred. Cash 
handling experience or previous 
POS usage is helpful.

Casino Host – Ponca City 
Advertising/Marketing Associ-
ate’s Degree in Hospitality, Mar-
keting or related field. Two years 
of high volume casino hospitality 
business experience. Bachelor’s 
Degree in Marketing, Sales, or 
related field preferred. 

Short Order Cook – Tulsa Food 
and Beverage Six (6) months of 
previous work experience in the 
food industry. Must be 18 years 
of age. Must be able to pass 
background check, with no prior 
convictions of any felonies. Must 
be able to obtain and maintain 
Osage Nation Gaming License. 

Short Order Cook – Skia-
took Food and Beverage Six (6) 
months of previous work experi-
ence in the food industry. Must 
be 18 years of age. Must be able 
to pass background check, with 
no prior convictions of any felo-
nies. Must be able to obtain and 
maintain Osage Nation Gaming 
License. 

Restaurant Server – Sand 
Springs Food and Beverage High 
School Diploma/GED required. 
Gaming, hospitality, food, bever-
age or customer service industry 
preferred. Previous experience 
in a high volume food service op-
eration or bar is preferred. Cash 

Alimeda Melba McClure Adams

Sue Ann Oxford Charley

handling experience or previous 
POS usage is helpful.

Maintenance Technician – 
Tulsa Facilities Must be at least 
18 years of age. High School Di-
ploma/GED and 6 months of pre-
vious work experience. Gaming, 
hospitality or customer service 
industry preferred. Minimal of 
two to three years of experience 
in position related to assigned 
duties required. 

Marketing Database Analyst 
– Tulsa Advertising/Marketing 
Must be at least 21 years of age. 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration, Marketing, MIS 
or substantially related field plus 
a minimum of two (2) years’ expe-
rience in casino gaming industry; 
or five (5) years’ experience pro-
gressively responsible experience 
in analytics and reporting. Ex-
perience with Excel, Access and 
SQL required. 

Short Order Cook – Bartles-
ville Food and Beverage Six (6) 
months of previous work experi-
ence in the food industry. Must 
be 18 years of age. Must be able 
to pass background check, with 
no prior convictions of any felo-
nies. Must be able to obtain and 
maintain Osage Nation Gaming 
License. 

Buffet Host – Bartlesville 
Food and Beverage Individual 
must be at least 18 years of age. 
High School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experi-
ence. Gaming, hospitality or cus-
tomer service industry preferred. 
Some experience in food service 
and cashiering is preferred. 

I.T. Database Analyst – Tulsa 
I.T. Bachelor’s Degree in Com-
puter Science, MIS, IT or related 
field. Three years previous data-
base administration experience. 
Must be 21 years of age. Must be 
able to pass background check, 
with no prior convictions of any 
felonies. 

Dishwasher – Bartlesville 
Food and Beverage Restaurant 
experience preferred. Must be 18 
years of age. Must be able to pass 
background check, with no prior 
convictions of any felonies. Must 
be able to obtain and maintain 
Osage Nation Gaming License. 

EVS Attendant – Skiatook 
Hospitality Six months experi-
ence in customer service or hos-
pitality. Must be 18 years of age 
or older. Must be able to pass 
background check, with no prior 
convictions of any felonies. Must 
be able to obtain and maintain 
Osage Nation Gaming License.

Buddy Morton Bradshaw
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Without Reservations
OpiniOn

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

September 18th is the
deadline for all submissions for 

the October issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

For more information contact 
the Cultural Center at (918) 287-
5632. To download a registration 
packet, visit the Cultural Center’s 
website at https://www.osagena-
tion-nsn.gov/who-we-are/cultur-
al-center/cultural-walk

walk
–from Page 17

Interns
–from Page 5

Paul and Toni Zemp, farmers from 
Perry, Okla., have traveled to Pawhus-
ka every Monday since June to set up 
their produce, along with fellow farmer 
Rebecca Logan from Fairfax. They have 
provided things such as fresh yellow 
squash, zucchini, tomatoes and Okra, 
as well as melons and strawberries and 
other berries. They brought eggs, green 
beans, potatoes and various home-
canned jellies and salsas with them. 
The plan was to have their produce 
stand until the end of September, but 
due to the lack of participation in the 
community, the cost of fuel and the cost 
of some of their packaged products - the 
loss of participation cost them money 
and Aug. 28 was their last day to set 
up. They said they will come for special 
events and set out their produce when 
the occasion arises. 

“We started out pretty good but have 
slowed down considerably. I am not 
sure if it has to do with school starting 
or what, but we have enjoyed coming to 
Pawhuska,” said Toni Zemp. 

The Tulsa farmers market has had 
the most success and Patterson said 
she hopes people will take advantage 
of this opportunity to acquire fresh pro-
duce and fruits in the future. 

“In coming weeks, we will be holding 
a big event for Elders here in Pawhuska 
where several farmers will bring their 
produce and fruits back and trucks will 
come with other items to provide food 
for the Elders. This event is open to all 

elders in the community and surround-
ing areas,” she said.

WIC and Elder Guidelines 
According to the guidelines set in 

the WIC farmer’s market manual, the 
Farmer’s Market Nutrition Program 
(FMNP) started July 2, 1992, as Pub-
lic Law 102-314. The program also in-
cludes the Seniors Farmers’ Market 
Nutrition Program (SFMNP) for in-
come based citizens 55 years and older. 
The senior’s program is administered 
by the Osage Nation Elder Nutrition 
Program. 

The rules for the farmer’s market 
are that the farmers must sign a con-
tract with Osage Nation and be from 
Oklahoma. They must grow at least 
one produce item they are selling. The 
farmers can only sell fruits and veg-
etables grown from Oklahoma. The 
vouchers can only be used for eligible 
items. Prices and quality of the prod-
uct must be extended to those who are 
not voucher holders. They must follow 
the voucher redemption and processing 
procedures and collect no taxes on the 
vouchers. 

For more information on the farm-
er’s markets and their locations, con-
tact Donna Patterson at Osage Nation 
WIC (918) 287-5365.
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Toni Zemp showing a customer their fruits and vegetables.
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Green Bell Peppers, cantaloupe, and tomatoes, farmed by  Rebecca Logan from Fairfax.

really busy,” Thomas said. “It’s a very 
respectful thing to our people and for 
our tribe because having a good health 
care system is good to have.”

According to a prepared release, 
there is a shortage in all fields of health 
care worldwide and the scholarship 
came about after Osage Congressman 
Ron Shaw sponsored ONCA 16-80, 
an appropriation to fund and create  
the program. Shaw is also a medical 
doctor. 

Experience
The students all had positive reviews 

of their four-week experience. 
Bowman: “The best thing about 

this program is seeing what it takes 
to make a clinic run and go smoothly 
and properly. After I graduate I want 
to go into the medical field to become 
a pediatrician. One of the things that 
I’ve learned from this program is that 
knowledge is power. The more knowl-
edge you have about anything really, 
business or medical field, and what-
ever it really takes. It’s best to know as 
much as possible.”

Boyce: “The best part that I enjoyed 

was being able to go with the nurses 
and seeing what they do, and seeing 
what all the different departments do.”

Jake: “The best part about this in-
ternship is being able to see all depart-
ments, the clinics, and public health. I 
really want to try to see what I want 
to do when I get older. I want to be an 
athletic trainer after I graduate. One 
of the things I learned from here that 
helped me a lot was from the fitness 
center guys, that’s it good to have flex-
ibility and the different workouts that 
you can do.”

Shadlow: “My favorite part about 
this internship was going into Optom-
etry and working with Dr. Walker. I 
learned how all of the eye examining 
machines work. It was really cool. Af-
ter I graduate high school I’m think-
ing about pursuing a health or a law 
career. Having a law and health career 
is good just in case you have health re-
lated cases.”

Starr: “The best thing about this in-
ternship is everything is hands on. We 
have got to learn different things about 
each department. I thought it was 
pretty keen. After high school, I plan 
on going to college and pursuing medi-
cal practice; probably in sport science.”

Thomas: “After high school I want 
to get into the medical field. I want to 
go to nursing school to be a nurse prac-
titioner. One thing I’ve learned from 
these guys is always be able to main-
tain what you do. Learn from other 
people’s mistakes. Study better and 
make good choices.”




