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Diving in the Indian Ocean off of Tofo Beach, Inhambane, Mozam-
bique.

Osage returns from 
Peace Corps ready to 
continue advocacy 
work in the states
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Rachel Dailey is home after spending a year in the Re-
public of Mozambique, Africa, as a volunteer for the Peace 
Corps. She returned to the United States at the end of May 
– just in time to put on her broadcloth skirt and dance at the 
Osage In-Lon-Schka.

“I’m staying at home for a while to catch up on family 
time, I really did miss my family a lot. This was the longest 
time I have gone without seeing my family,” she said. “But 
hopefully I want to move back to Washington, D.C., and still 
work with international global health projects, and hope-
fully get to travel to other countries as well.”

Dailey, 30, said she was enriched by her experience in 
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Soft spoken, gentle, 
kind, family man, 
author, servant of 
his people
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

There was a reoccurring 
theme throughout the four 
days of mourning for Osage 
author Charles Red Corn: soft 
spoken, gentle and kind. 

“As we reflect on Charles 
Red Corn’s life, it’s easy to see 
what mattered to him – his 
family and his people,” said his 
niece Lou Anna Red Corn, who 
gave his eulogy at the First 
Baptist Church in Pawhuska 
on July 27. “Charles Red Corn 
left this world on July 23, 
2017, and this world is a better 
place for having him, and we 
are a better people for having 
known him.” 

Red Corn, the author of “A 
Pipe for February,” the cul-

ture column for the Osage 
News since 2012, and numer-
ous other publications and 
award-winning works, passed 
away peacefully at his home 
surrounded by his family. He 
leaves behind his wife of 56 
years, Jeri, his two children 
Yancey and Dr. Moira Red-
Corn, and one grandson, Miles. 

Lou Anna told story after 
story of his love, kindness and 
support of his wife, his children 
and his beloved grandson. Sto-
ries about his wit and humor, 
his giving and helpful nature, 
his intellect and knowledge of 
the Osage culture.  

The night of his wake service 

on July 26, Myron Red Eagle, 
Louis Gray, George Stabler 
Sr., and John Red Eagle sang 
songs from the Native Ameri-
can Church and the In-Lon-
Schka. Talee Red Corn and his 
son TJ sang Baptist hymns in 
the Osage language.

Gray said, “I’m sure you’ve 
heard this many times, but he 
never had a cross word with 
anyone. He was always posi-
tive.” He told a story of a young 
man in Pawhuska who needed 
a liver transplant back in the 
days when liver transplants Courtesy Photo

Charles Red Corn at the White 
House.
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Charles Red Corn, author for “A Pipe for February” and the culture col-
umns in the Osage News, passed away on July 23, 2017.

Hollywood 
stars headed to 
Osage County 
in ‘Killers of the 
Flower Moon’ 
adaptation 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Hollywood stars will once 
again be walking the streets of 
Osage County. 

According to reports in an 
online article that ran on July 
14 by Variety, legendary di-
rector Martin Scorsese and 
Leonardo DiCaprio are devel-
oping a film-adaption of David 
Grann’s New York Times Best 
Seller “Killers of the Flower 
Moon: The Osage Murders and 
the Birth of the FBI.” 

“Flower Moon” takes place 
during the 1920’s oil boom on 
the Osage Reservation as the 
Bureau of Investigation (now 
the FBI) takes up its first case 
to solve the murders happen-
ing to Osage shareholders of 
the Osage Mineral Estate. The 
book follows the murders of 
Mollie Burkhart’s family and 
the outcome of the investiga-
tion. Burkhart, a full-blood 
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Leonardo DiCaprio and legendary director Martin Scorsese are developing a film-adaption of David Grann’s 
“Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI.” 

Osage woman married to a 
white man, helplessly stands 
by as one after the other her 
two full blood sisters, their 
families, and her mother are 
all murdered for their head-
right shares. 

William Hale, a well-known 
murderer to Osages every-
where and the orchestrator of 
the murder of Mollie’s family, 
is prominently featured in the 
book as Tom White hunts him 
and his murderous nephews 
down in a whodunnit page 
turner. Grann is very care-
ful to detail the many com- 

plicit non-Indians who stood 
by as hundreds of Osages  
were murdered.

The book doesn’t stop with 
the solving of the case and 
the formation of the FBI, but 
instead ends with Grann’s 
touching and poignant inter-
views with the grandchildren 
of those murdered Osage – 
featuring Margie Burkhart, 
Osage Nation Trial Court 
Chief Judge Marvin Stepson, 
Mary Jo Webb and Kathryn 
Red Corn. 

The rights to “Flower Moon” 
were bought for $5 million by 

Imperative and Oscar-winning 
screenwriter Eric Roth (For-
rest Gump, The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button) is draft-
ing a script, according to Va-
riety. The film is expected to 
begin production in September 
after Scorsese is finished film-
ing The Irishman. 

According to Variety, John 
Atwood, Imperative’s chief fi-
nancial officer, is currently 
conducting preliminary re-
search for the film. It is not 
yet known where the film will 

Descendants 
of Osage 
allottee in 
Lintner case 
refuse to 
submit to 
DNA tests
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The descendants of 
original Osage allottee 
Paschal F. Canville have 
refused to submit to a non-
invasive DNA test ordered 
in the case Osage Nation 
vs. Reta Marie Lintner.

ON First Assistant At-
torney General Clint Pat-
terson said in ON Trial 
Court on July 12 that he 
reached out to several of 
Canville’s descendants, 
who are all registered 
Osage tribal members, and 
one of the descendants told 
him “they’re not giving 
their DNA to anybody.” 
In April, Patterson said in 

See dna
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A district court judge denied a motion from the Osage Nation to 
challenge Osage County’s wind energy ordinance. 

District Court judge denies 
Osage Nation motion to
challenge County wind
energy ordinance 
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Special to Osage News

PAWHUSKA, Okla. — Citing an inability to show definite 
proof of harm, a district court judge has denied a motion 
from the Osage Nation to challenge Osage County’s wind 
energy ordinance. 

On Tuesday morning, Judge Robert Haney ruled in Osage 
County District Court that the Osage Nation does not have 
sufficient standing to bring a unilateral challenge to the 
Osage County Board of Adjustment’s authority.

The tribe had sought to have Osage County’s wind energy 
ordinance invalidated, claiming that insufficient notice had 
been given under state statute and that the county’s zoning 
ordinance was not amended to include wind energy facilities 
as a conditional use. 

“I don’t believe at this time that the Osage Nation has an 
interest that would be directly impacted by this ordinance,” 
Haney said. “In my mind, the question of standing will 
come up every time that someone wants to file an applica-
tion, but to say that as a general rule they (the nation) have  
standing, no.” 

Questions over the tribe’s legal standing in the mat-
ter were remanded back to district court by the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court in May when the body ruled that both the 
nation and the Osage Minerals Council waited too long to 
appeal its denial of an injunction against the construction 
of Osage Wind, a 150-megawatt wind farm located 13 miles 
west of Pawhuska. 

The judge, District Attorney’s office and legal counsel for 
Osage Wind did not question whether the tribe owns prop-
erty within Osage County, but asked that the tribe point to 
at least one specific project or cultural site that would be 
hurt by a pending wind project. 

Despite summoning representatives from the Osage Na-
tion’s executive branch and Historic Preservation Office to 
testify, the tribe could not meet that threshold. An attempt 
by TDLA Director Bruce Cass to classify tribal property 
near an old airport runway in far southern Osage County as 
potentially damaged by wind farms was rejected as specula-
tive since no permit applications have been submitted for 
that area. 

Although Judge Haney denied the tribe’s attempt to uni-
laterally block the ordinance, he did leave the door open for 
additional challenges. Should county officials receive anoth-
er permit application, the tribe could potentially file another 
challenge and would have to show concrete proof that the 
new turbines would have a negative impact economically, 
spiritually or culturally. 

“Here’s what I’m going to rule,” Haney said. “In the event 
… that someone comes to the Board of Adjustment with a 
wind farm permit, at that point, the tribe would have stand-
ing to contest the ordinance.”

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear was among the 
witnesses prepared to testify at Tuesday’s hearing. Denied 
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New absentee ballot request forms 
available from ON Election Office
Benny Polacca
Osage News

New absentee ballot request 
forms are now available from 
the Osage Nation Election Of-
fice for Osages who will not 
be available to vote in-person 
during the 2018 tribal election 
year.

The new absentee ballot re-
quest form asks voters to check 
one of two boxes identifying 
themselves as a permanent 
absentee voter to request ab-
sentee ballots for all upcoming 
Osage elections or as a tem-
porary absentee voter to only 
request an absentee ballot for 
the 2018 Osage elections. 

ON Election Supervisor 
Alexis Rencountre said the 
absentee ballot request forms 
are available for downloading 
and printing from the Election 
Office website at: www.osa-
genation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
elections. Rencountre said her 
office will begin advertising 
information on the upcoming 
elections starting in Septem-
ber. 

Next year, the offices for 
Principal Chief, Assistant 
Principal Chief and six ON 
Congressional seats will be 
up for grabs in the June gen-

eral election. There will also 
be a spring primary election if 
more than two candidates file 
for candidacy seeking Chief 
and Assistant Chief. Ahead of 
the election-related deadlines, 
the Election Board recently 
approved a new absentee bal-
lot request form for voters to 
submit updated address infor-
mation.

“If you’re a temporary ab-
sentee voter, your absentee 
ballot request expires at the 
end of the year of that calendar 
year, so anybody that voted (as 
an absentee temporary voter) 
in 2017, their request has ex-
pired, so they are going to 
have to fill out a new request, 
which is why we prefer people 
to request to be a permanent 
absentee voter,” Rencountre 
said. 

“Our temporary absentee 
voters are basically people 
who realize they are going to 
be out of town during the elec-
tion dates,” Rencountre said, 
noting the office received calls 
from people who said they 
were at their vacation homes 
or had other plans during past 
election days when their ab-
sentee ballots did not arrive. 
The Election Office also sends 
absentee ballots to Osages liv-

ing outside the United States 
or who are incarcerated. 

Election Board Chairwom-
an Shannon Lockett said she 
encourages Osage voters to 
contact the office if they are 
unsure whether they are per-
manent absentee voters or 
temporary absentee voters 
“that way people aren’t filling 
out a permanent application if 
we already have one in place.”

Rencountre said voters can 
also contact the office to check 
on absentee voter information 
on file and update it, if neces-
sary “and we will get it taken 
care of for them.”   

In the March 20, 2017 spe-
cial election, the Election Office 
mailed out 2,070 absentee bal-
lots to Osages who requested 
them to vote on two questions 
listed on the ballot. According 
to the certified special election 
results, 1,123 of those absen-
tee ballots were mailed back 
to Pawhuska by March 20 to 
be counted toward the results, 
which came from across the 
United States and other coun-
tries, including Brazil.  

The ON Election Office is 
located at 608 Kihekah in 
Pawhuska and can be reached 
at (918) 287-5286 or toll-free at 
(877) 560-5286.

Tulsa Osage Casino project
to be enclosed in November
Benny Polacca
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. – With prog-
ress continuing on the largest 
Osage Casino Hotel project, ca-
sino officials expect the struc-
ture to be enclosed for climate 
control this fall.

As of mid-June, much of the 
lower level of the two-story 
casino is covered by the main 
floor of the casino expected to 
open in mid-2018. Also, sev-
eral portions of the building’s 
steel frame are now standing 
and visible from nearby 36th 
Street North. 

“We have made some signifi-
cant progress on the construc-
tion (here) in Tulsa,” Osage 
Casino CEO Byron Bighorse 
said. “A lot of stuff is happen-
ing that you can’t even see be-
cause it’s underground, most 
of the rooms are framed out 
already so you get a real sense 
of the enormity of this project.”

Bighorse delivered the up-
date to the Osage Nation Gam-
ing Enterprise Board on June 
21 at the casino’s executive of-
fices just west of the construc-

tion project. Traffic access to 
the executive offices is now 
rerouted to the west of the of-
fice buildings as the project 
progresses. Staff and visitors 
must drive along the west and 
north sides of the buildings 
before turning south by the 
Nation’s Tulsa WIC office to 
access the parking lot in front 
of the offices’ main entrance.

“We’re going to build some-
thing everyone’s going to very 
proud of,” Bighorse said. “We 
cannot wait to showcase it to 
the people of Oklahoma, the 

people of Indian gaming… the 
numbers are coming in favor-
able to us.”

The $150 million expanded 
Tulsa casino/ hotel project will 
include 400,000 square feet 
of new property with casino 
amenities including 16 table 
games, five poker tables, 1,500 
electronic games, a sports bar 
and grill, café, a full-service 
brew pub and a 126-room  
hotel tower.

Bighorse said construction 
crews expect “to move air in 
November – what I mean by 
that is the place will have 
walls, there will be air condi-
tioning inside.”

In related news, casino Chief 
Operations Officer Joe Cooper 
told the board the casino’s 
annual spring concert series 
held in May “went pretty well” 
amid spring stormy weather.  
“May is always a crapshoot 
on weather,” he said of the 
month’s rain and severe storm 
warnings, but the concerts at 
the Bartlesville, Hominy and 
Skiatook casinos went on as 
planned. 

Cooper also said “most 
likely we will not be doing 
the concert series next (year) 
in preparation for Tulsa and 
what we have going on there.” 
For the past several years, 
Osage Casino hosted the out-
door spring concert series 
with different acts perform-
ing on separate dates at some 
of the seven casino properties  
with free admission to people 
of all ages.  

Casino officials expect to 
open the Tulsa casino/ hotel 
doors in mid-2018. To view 
photos of the Tulsa Osage Ca-
sino construction progress, 
visit www.osagecasinos.com 
to see images and drone video 
coverage updated periodically.  

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Construction crews work on the Tulsa Osage Casino Hotel project on  
July 19.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Construction crews work on the Tulsa Osage Casino Hotel project on July 
19.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Construction progress on the Tulsa Osage Casino Hotel project includes 
added walls and steel framing as of July 19.
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Osage women raise $4,500 for Pawnee/Osage CASA 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

SKIATOOK, Okla. – The 
organizers of the inaugural 
Native Professional Women’s 
Seminar didn’t think anyone 
would show up. They thought 
no one would spend their mon-
ey to benefit Native children. 
They were wrong.

The event, held from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at the Osage Casino-
Skiatook on July 23, raised 
$4,500 for the Pawnee/Osage 
Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocates. More than 70 Native 
women attended.

“I am so overwhelmed by 
the response. When we started 
this, we didn’t know if anyone 
would come,” said Paula Sta-
bler, one of the organizers of 
the seminar. “To see all these 
women here is overwhelming. 
We’re going to have a seminar 
next year, for sure.” 

The seminar began at 10 
a.m. with Osage cultural dis-
cussions about women’s cloth-
ing during In-Lon-Schka, 
tradition versus trends. Lead-
ing the discussion was Stabler, 
co-organizer Julia Lookout 
and Rosemary Shaw, CASA 
volunteer. 

An Osage cradleboard dem-
onstration was held, with Sta-
bler and her mother Joyce, 
showing attendees the pro-
cess and the cultural tradition 
surrounding the cradleboard. 
For the demonstration, three-
week-old Carter Hall was 
swaddled and placed on the 
cradleboard, then wrapped 
with an Osage woven belt and 
other cloths. Hall is the son of 
Autumn and Quan Hall. His 
grandmother Marjorie Wil-
liams was also on hand to help. 

Anita Fields led a discus-
sion on Osage Wedding Coats, 
using her daughter Welana 
Queton’s wedding coat she was 
recently married in. Fields 
explained the history of the 
Osage wedding coat, the work 
that went into creating her 
daughter’s wedding coat and 
led a discussion on different 
Osage families’ wedding coats 
and how they have been pre-
sented and given away. 

Started in 2009, the Paw-
nee/Osage CASA program is a 
nonprofit with volunteers serv-
ing at-risk children in county 
court and tribal court cases in 
both Pawnee and Osage coun-
ties. CASA volunteers are as-
signed to abused and neglected 
Native American children in 
the court system and monitor 
their living conditions, school 
activity, cultural activities, 
and general well-being and re-
port directly to the judge han-
dling the child’s case. Helen 
Norris has the been the direc-
tor since 2009.

Tribal judges Terry Mason 
Moore, Lisa Herbert, Dianne 
Barker Harrold and Susan 
Arkekeeta spoke at the semi-
nar about the importance of 

having CASA volunteers to 
advocate for Native children in 
the court system.

Mason Moore, who is a trib-
al judge for the Pawnee Nation 
and is part of the legal counsel 
team for Osage Nation Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear, worked with Norris in 
2009 to amend tribal codes to 
allow CASA volunteers to work 
in the Pawnee tribal court and 
also developed training. 

“We incorporate the use 
of tribal traditions in cases 
whenever possible,” Mason 
Moore said, adding that it is 
very helpful to have a CASA 
volunteer’s written report be-
fore reviewing a child’s case, 
especially whether the foster 
family is exposing the children 
to their tribal culture. “It’s 
very helpful for me to know 
what the CASA volunteer has 
experienced with a child.” 

The keynote speaker for the 
seminar was Alton Carter, 
author of the award-winning 
book, “The Boy Who Carried 
Bricks.” Carter spoke about 

his life, growing up in a family 
with five children, an absent 
father and a drug-addicted 
mother. One after the other 
Carter described harrowing 
experiences as he struggled to 
understand what was happen-
ing to him and his family as 
an abusive uncle tore his fam-
ily apart. He said at any time 
through his life, if he would 
have had a CASA volunteer 
monitoring his situation and 
advocating on his behalf to a 
judge, it would have kept him 
out of numerous abusive situa-
tions. Juggled from one foster 
home to another, it wasn’t un-
til he had some good role mod-
els and caring teachers that he 
escaped the cycle of abuse. He 
became the first male in his 
family to graduate high school, 
be in the delivery room when 
his children were born and his 
children will graduate from 
high school. 

“I don’t know if you’re con-
sidering being a CASA worker, 
but it makes a difference,” he 
said to the crowd. “Being a 

CASA can help the neglected 
and abused with a new start, 
so they can be good role mod-
els, see their children graduate 
high school and love on their 
kids.” 

A silent auction was held 
and a drawing for a cedar 
chest that once belonged to 
Chief Fred Lookout, full of 
Osage items, was held. The 
lucky winner was Curtis Bear. 

“My overall feeling about this 
event; it made me cry,” Norris 
said. Norris has tirelessly held 
fundraising events every year 
to try and raise money for her 
CASA volunteers. The money 
helps with gas and other ex-
penses of the CASA offices. 
“We couldn’t have done this; it 
was Julia Lookout and Paula 
Stabler who really made this a 
success.”

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Paula Stabler hosts a discussion on Osage women’s role in society and 
cultural trends and traditions.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Marjorie Williams holds up her grandson Carter Hall after the Osage cra-
dleboard demonstration was completed.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage artist Anita Fields hosted an Osage Wedding Coat demonstration 
using the wedding coat her daughter Welana Queton was recently mar-
ried in.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Tribal judges, from left: Terry Mason Moore, Lisa Herbert, Dianne Bark-
er Harrold and Susan Arkekeeta speak about the importance of having 
CASA volunteers to advocate for Native children in the court system.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Keynote speaker for the seminar was “The Boy Who Carried Bricks” au-
thor Anton Carter.

Osage Nation wins 
former railroad land 
lawsuit in state court
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Thirty-one acres south of Main Street in Pawhuska are now 
Osage Nation property after an Osage County District Court 
land case ended in the Nation’s favor.

The 31.05 acres at issue once served as a railroad right of 
way until railroad use ended in the 1960s. Afterward, the land 
went through a variety of uses by area residents and businesses, 
which included storage and even dumping purposes. In Decem-
ber 2013, the Nation – through a real estate attorney – filed a 
quiet title petition in court against 30-plus defendants who were 
all known to inhabit the right of way land at some point.    

After three-plus years of court filings and negotiations, the 
Nation is declared “the record owner of the fee title” for the land, 
according to a June 22 ruling issued by District Judge John 
Kane. The ruling came after a protest period expired and none of 
the defendants contested the petition. Osage News 2014 File Photo

Land in Pawhuska located south of Main Street that served as a former railroad right of way up until the 1960s. 
The Osage Nation is the owner of the land after a June 2017 ruling in the Nation’s favor. 
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were unheard of. Charles 
helped him and his brother, 
former Principal Chief Jim 
Gray, raise $100,000. The boy 
received his transplant. 

Yancey addressed the 
mourners: “I appreciate every-
body here. My dad would have 
been glad everybody’s here ... 
he’s a great man, a great per-
son.” 

Charles Red Corn was the 
second son of five children. His 
older brother C.R. Red Corn 
was present, so was his young-
er sister Kathryn. He was pre-
ceded in death by his brothers 
Jim and Andrew “Buddy” Red 
Corn. 

During Lou Anna Red 
Corn’s eulogy, she said 
Charles was baptized in the 
Baptist church at the age of 
9. He and his brothers were 
championship athletes in high 
school and held records for 
five years, three of those years 
belonging to Charles. When 
asked why he didn’t play col-
lege football he said, “I’m too 
smart for that.”

He earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Psychology and a Mas-
ter’s in Education from Penn 
State University. In 1978, he 
ran for Principal Chief and 
current Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear served as 
his campaign manager. Stand-
ing Bear also served as an 
honorary pallbearer for the 
funeral.

When his sister Kathryn at-
tended the University of Okla-
homa, she had a roommate 
who was Caddo by the name of 
Jeri. “He was charming, witty 
and so sincere,” Lou Anna said. 

During their storied mar-
riage, Jeri supported his sec-
ond career as a writer so he 
could pursue his dream. That 
was when he wrote “A Pipe 
for February,” a story about 
murder, lawlessness and fear 
during the 1920’s, told from an 
Osage point of view. 

“Charles was a giver, and 
he gave to anyone in need,” 
Lou Anna said. “The welcome 
never wore out in his home ... 
those were the Osage ways; 
hospitality, kindness.” 

Lou Anna said that more im-
portant than his many accom-
plishments were that he was a 
good man, a good husband and 
he was always a good father. 
“He was always there when he 
was needed, with purpose and 
intention.”

Charles Red Corn was bur-
ied on the east side of what is 
commonly known as Lookout 
Mountain. The Lookout Fam-
ily Native American Church is 
directly south of the area. 

As mourners descended the 
east side of Lookout Moun-
tain to the gravesite, the air 
was hot and thick, perfumed 
by surrounding wildflowers 
from a recent rain. Views of 
the countryside were far on 
each side. The trek was steep 
but came to a small clearing, 
where his casket sat atop large 
wooden beams. Flowers sat 
atop his casket, as well as a 
pink, purple and blue Pend-
leton blanket. Mourners filed 

under two white tents, with 
his wife and children in front. 

Minister David Nagle said 
prayers for the family. Talee 
Redcorn prayed in Osage. 
Three Osage Veterans, Ken-
ny Peery, Andrew Gray and 
George Alred, presented Red 
Corn’s wife Jeri with the 
American flag that had been in 
his casket. Charles was a U.S. 
Army Veteran.

As his casket was lowered, 
Talee Redcorn’s voice broke 
through the silence as he sang 
an Osage hymn. His son TJ 
joined him and their voices 
rang out as mourners wept. As 
the service concluded, mourn-
ers made the trek back up 
Lookout Mountain. A tradi-
tional Osage meal was served 
at Wakon Iron Hall, and his 
family and friends shared 
their final meal for Charles 
Red Corn.

Courtesy Photo

Charles Red Corn during his championship football days at Pawhuska 
High School.

Africa. She worked in the dis-
trict hospital as a Community 
Health Worker with the Eliza-
beth Glaser Pediatric AIDS 
Foundation, which helps un-
derdeveloped communities 
fight pediatric AIDS. She also 
worked with other commu-
nity based organizations to 
help HIV/AIDS patients. The 
district she was stationed in 
had many high-risk patients 
who had abandoned their 
treatment and it was one of 
her jobs to find those patients  
and help them get back on  
their treatment. 

The Republic of Mozam-
bique is in the southeast part 
of Africa, on the border of the 
Indian Ocean. It is one of the 
poorest and underdeveloped 
countries in the world. The of-
ficial language is Portuguese 
and the food is mostly Portu-
guese as well, along with tra-
ditional foods of Africa. 

“The more rural the area, 
the more they spoke their lo-
cal tribal language,” she said. 
“I got pretty good at charades, 
and luckily they use a lot of 
sounds to express how they’re 
feeling and I was able to com-
municate like that because I 
use a lot of sounds to commu-
nicate myself.” 

Dailey said when she first 
arrived she lived with a host 
family for three weeks and it 
was a big introduction to the 
community, the food, the lan-
guage and the culture.

“Every morning I would 
wake up around 5 a.m.; it got 
sunny there early. I lived be-
hind a Mosque and they have 
a call to prayer at 3:45 a.m. to 
4 a.m., so that was also like 
an alarm clock. I would make 
breakfast; egg, oatmeal, cof-
fee. Mostly during the week, 
I would drink instant coffee, 
shower, take a bucket bath, 
go into work at the hospital,”  
she said. 

While at the hospital ar-
chived patient files, worked 
with at-risk children, tested 
patients, counseled patients 
with HIV and AIDS, and she 
would leave work anywhere 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. to go 
home for the day. She would 
usually go to the market in 
town and get food for the next 
couple of days, she said. 

“[After I got home] I would 
get to play with the neighbor-
hood kids. They are probably 
one of my favorite parts, I loved 
them so much,” she said. “They 
would like to color, read Portu-
guese books. Most of them did 
not speak Portuguese, I speak 
Portuguese which is the na-
tional language.”

Her dinners every evening 
consisted of mostly rice and 
beans, followed by television 
or a movie. She said she was 
careful to stay indoors in the 
evening because it was mostly 
dangerous at night because of 
robbers, “which is a real prob-
lem throughout the country.”

While in Mozambique, Dai-
ley wrote a blog called “Wan-
dering Osage: The Adventures 
of Rachel Dailey.” One of the 
more popular posts was her hi-
larious account of butchering a 
chicken while her host family 
watched and laughed.

“Yes, I killed a chicken, 
which I will never do that 
again. I think my grandma has 
got the video and is showing 
it to everyone. I was crying, 
screaming in it, my host mom 
is laughing. She would get the 
video out at parties and show 
everyone,” Dailey said with a 
laugh. “The knives are so dull; 
it was like using a butter knife 
to butcher a chicken.”

Dailey also posted pho-
tos from a scuba diving trip 
that showed her swimming in  
the ocean.

“One of the beaches in Mo-
zambique is Tofo Beach and is 
voted one of the best beaches 
in the world. I did a four-day 
course and got to see whale 
sharks, which are endangered 
... and two manta rays swam 
underneath our boat. Me and 

a couple of people taking the 
class started freaking out, 
and our coach was freaking 
out, this is a for real amaz-
ing thing,” she said. “And that 
same day I saw an octopus and 
I didn’t realize what it was at 
first. At first I couldn’t see the 
tentacles and it started swim-
ming, it was deep red when 
it was swimming, and then it 
camouflaged against the rocks. 
That same day on our way 
back to the shore we saw dol-
phins swimming, and it was 
the end to this magnificent 
day and there was a beautiful 
sunset.” 

When asked if she tried to 
share her Osage culture with 
her host family, she said the 
cultural differences didn’t 
quite translate. 

“Some people had heard of 
Native Americans before, and 
some hadn’t. Because they 
have tribes in their country 
and they were colonized, I 
tried to relate it back to that 
but I’m not sure it came off the 
way I intended it to. With my 
coworkers and foster family, 
I showed them pictures of us 
in our Osage clothes and they 
thought it was cool but I don’t 
know if they understood what I 
was trying to say,” she said. “I 
was just called a white person; 
they didn’t realize I was differ-
ent and that America has a lot 
of different people. They have 
Mozambicans and foreigners. 
It was weird to be called white, 
like everyone else.” 

Peace Corps
According to the official 

website of the Peace Corps, 
the Peace Corps was founded 
in 1960 after an impromptu 
presidential campaign speech 
by then-Sen. John F. Kennedy 
issued a challenge to the 5,000 
students to contribute two 
years of their lives to help peo-
ple in countries of the develop-
ing world.

According to the website, 
the “best and brightest Ameri-
cans” are sent abroad on be-
half of the United States to 
tackle the most pressing needs 
of people around the world. As 
of 2015 over 220,000 Ameri-
cans have volunteered their 
service in 141 host countries, 
according to the website. 

Dailey earned her bachelor’s 
degree from the University 
of Oklahoma and her Mas-
ter’s degree in Public Health  
in 2015 from George  
Washington University in 
Washington, D.C.

Dailey is the daughter of 
Melissa Dailey and the late 
Gunther Dailey. She is the 
granddaughter of Louis and 
Marilyn Dailey and Amos and 

Janet Goodfox. She is from the 
Zon-Zo-Li District.

“I would definitely advocate 
people to try Peace Corps. I 
didn’t finish the whole two 
years, but at least try it and 
see and experience as much as 
you can. Within I got to see the 
entire country of Mozambique, 
it was such a beautiful coun-
try, and travel to surrounding 

countries as well. See differ-
ent countries, different people, 
different food, things we don’t 
have the opportunity to see. 
Just try something new, step 
out a little bit,” Dailey said. 
“It’s different, but also there 
were a lot of things to me that 
were kind of the same. Com-
munity, being here at home, 
and being there, people had 

similar views on community 

and family because people 

cared about each other, ev-

erybody knew each other, and 

were so helpful there. While 

things are very different, there 

were a lot of things I was able 

to relate to back home.”

Courtesy Photo

Rachel Dailey with her host fam-
ily in Namaacha, Maputo, Mozam-
bique.

Courtesy Photo

Três Fronteiras, the border between Mozambique, South Africa, and Swa-
ziland with other Moz 26 Volunteers.

Courtesy Photo

Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe/Zambia.

Courtesy Photo

After the Kilimanjaro Half-Mar-
athon in Moshi, Tanzania at the 
base of Mt Kilimanjaro. 

“It’s different, but also there were a lot of things 

to me that were kind of the same. Community, 

being here at home, and being there, people had 

similar views on community and family because 

people cared about each other, everybody knew 

each other, and were so helpful there.”
–Rachel Daily
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Chief Master Sergeant Richard Perrier with Fredericka Joseph, SAIGE 
Chair, after he received the Achievement Award in Leadership from 
the Society of American Indian Government Employees on June 7 in 
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Osage honored by Society 
of American Indian
Government Employees
Osage News

Chief Master Sergeant Richard Perrier was awarded the 
Achievement Award in Leadership from the Society of Amer-
ican Indian Government Employees (SAIGE) on June 7 in  
Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Perrier received the honor at the SAIGE Recognition 
Awards. He was honored for his work with the Osage Veter-
ans Memorial and the Tinker Air Force Base. 

In June, he hosted more than 50 Osage youth, chaperones 
and community members from the Osage Nation at the Star-
Spangled Salute Air Show at the Tinker AFB. The show was 
part of the festivities of the 75th Anniversary celebration. 
He also serves as the senior advisor to the Tinker Inter-Trib-
al Council.  

He also serves as a member of the Osage Veterans Memo-
rial Commission which is planning a Veterans Memorial for 
the Osage Nation campus in Pawhuska. He is helping the 
Commission to locate Osage veterans across the country so 
they can be included in the memorial.

According to a press release, SAIGE is the only national 
non-profit organization for American Indians and Alaska 
Natives in all areas of government; Federal, Tribal, State 
and local. The 2017 Conference took place June 5-9.

For more information about SAIGE, visit their website at 
http://saige.org/  

Osage youth participating in nationwide 
Indigenous food revitalization efforts

 

Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Special to Osage News

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. — 
It’s a Monday morning and 
while milling around a room 
at the University of Arkansas, 
Osage Nation citizen Katelyn 
Meylor has a decision to make.

Does she want to raise cat-
tle, chickens or vegetables?

A resident of Auburn, Calif., 
Meylor is one of 150 students 
from 76 tribes participating 
in the Fourth Annual Na-
tive Youth in Food and Agri-
culture Leadership Summit,  
July 16-25.  

Co-hosted by the University 
of Arkansas School of Law’s 
Indigenous Food and Agricul-
ture Initiative and the Inter-
tribal Agriculture Council, the 
summit brings together Native 
youth from across the country 
for 10 days to provide network-
ing opportunities, as well as an 
introduction to drafting policy, 
ethnobotany and business 
planning. 

In addition to classroom ses-
sions, participants had hands-
on sessions as well, including 
a simulation on budgeting to 
cover all the costs that come 
with running a farm, plus 
tours of the Quapaw Tribe’s 
greenhouses and livestock fa-
cilities and the animal and 
food sciences laboratories at 
the host institution. 

The director of the Universi-
ty of Arkansas School of Law’s 
Indigenous Food and Agricul-

ture Initiative, Janie Simms 
Hipp is a citizen of the Chicka-
saw Nation. A former senior 
policy adviser to Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vilsack, she 
has been at each edition of 
the summit, which has mush-
roomed in popularity since its 
initial bow in 2013. 

“I’ve never seen it this way 
before,” she said. “I’ve never 
seen this kind of focus and 
burning activity and desire 
around food. I’ve never seen it. 

“It’s a confluence of a lot. It’s 
realizing that our people need 
to be fed and need healthy 
food.”

A senior at Bear River High 
School, Meylor found out about 
the summit via social media 
and came for the opportunity 

to further develop her interest 
in agriculture policy.

“I come from a school that’s 
big in FFA,” she said. “I’m in-
terested in ag law and the trib-
al sovereignty aspect.”

Osage Nation citizen Keir 
Johnson-Reyes, a resident of 
Plasterville, Calif., is a repre-
sentative for the Intertribal 
Ag Council and was among 
the staffers at the summit. In 
addition to growing speckled 
and red corn, he is a technical 
assistance resource for indig-
enous farmers and ranchers 
in Nevada, Hawaii and Cali-
fornia and views events like 
the summit as an opportunity  
to better equip the next  
generation.  

“We’re charged to be men-

tors in Indian Country,” he 
said. “We want to be a point of 
contact. The summit is like a 
doorway or way to get tapped 
into all sorts of resources and 
opportunities. 

“It’s not just cows and 
plows. It’s traditional foods, 
gathering, hunting, natural 
resources, land management. 
Wherever your interests are, 
we can plug you into those re-
sources.” 

The fourth annual event 
comes as census data com-
piled by the federal govern-
ment shows both a decrease 
in the total number of farm-
ers nationwide and a steady 
increase in the average age of 
the American farmer. 

According to data compiled 

by both the Department of 
Labor and the Department of 
Agriculture, the average age 
of the American farmer is 58, 
up from 50 in 1982. Among 
American Indian and Native 
Alaskan farmers, more than 
one-third are age 65 or older. 
With Indian Country facing a 
shorter life expectancy than 
the rest of the United States, 
leaders in the indigenous agri-
culture community are feeling 
the graying effects even faster.  

“We can’t wait 20 years to 
have our replacement avail-
able,” IAC member Zach Duch-
eneaux said. “We’ve made a 
conscious decision to start 
grooming the next generation 
to step in and starting doing 
this sooner rather than later.”

LENZY KREHBIEL-BURTON/Osage News

Osage Nation tribal member Kate-
lyn Meylor attended the Fourth 
Annual Native Youth in Food and 
Agriculture Leadership Summit in 
Fayetteville, Ark.

LENZY KREHBIEL-BURTON/Osage News

Native American youth attend the Fourth Annual Native Youth in Food 
and Agriculture Leadership Summit in Fayetteville, Ark., July 16-25.

LENZY KREHBIEL-BURTON/Osage News

Osage Nation tribal member Keir 
Johnson-Reyes, who is a repre-
sentative for the Intertribal Ag  
Council.

State-of-the-art air conditioning 
in Welcome Center under repair
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

In-Lon-Schka is over but the 
heat has carried on for some 
Osage Nation employees who 
work in the Welcome Center. 
Surrounded by windows that 
don’t open, the employees were 
feeling the heat as tempera-
tures rose to 90 degrees inside 
the glass walls this week.

The state-of-the-art air con-
ditioning unit for the Welcome 
Center, designed by Seattle-
based PAE Engineers, has 
been malfunctioning since 
June 26. It’s the latest mishap 
for the multi-million-dollar 
buildings that are the first 
phase of the Campus Master 
Plan. The buildings were of-
ficially opened in November  
of 2015.

The good news, the air con-
ditioning is still under war-
ranty and PAE has claimed 
full responsibility for the de-
sign flaw and a temporary fix  
has been made for the Wel-
come Center.

“There is a flaw in the de-
sign that prevents adequate 
flow in the geothermal sys-
tem in temperate weather. 
This is because in temperate 
weather the system cycles on 
and off constantly. This wears 
out certain parts prematurely, 
causing the system to fail,” ac-
cording to a statement from 
the Office of the Principal 
Chief on June 30. “A tempo-
rary system is now up and 
running, and the temperature 
in the Welcome Center is ap-
proaching normal. Permanent 
changes like those made in the 
Law Building will be made in 
the Welcome Center.”

The adjacent Law Building 
was without air conditioning 
for a year, with portable air 
units set up throughout the 
18,000-square-foot two-story 
building to keep the employ-
ees comfortable. The air condi-

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The company Oklahoma Chiller uses a machine to cool the water in the 
geothermal air conditioning system in the Nation’s Welcome Center in 
Pawhuska.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

A thermostat in the Welcome Center reads 90 degrees in one of the  
offices.
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be shot. The murders detailed 
in the book take place in Fair-
fax. The trials take place in 
Pawhuska and Guthrie, and 
there is a lengthy back story of 
Tom White’s life in Texas.

Grann, a writer for The 
New Yorker and the New York 
Times Best Seller “The Lost 
City of Z” which was made into 
a feature film and debuted this 
summer, has visited Osage 
County numerous times for 
book signings and readings.

Osage County has been host 
to Hollywood stars before. In 
2010, Terrence Malick filmed 
“To the Wonder” in and around 
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court that he spoke to one of 
the descendants by phone 
and they had agreed to the  
DNA testing.

Lintner is one of 60 indi-
viduals whose tribal enroll-
ment is being challenged. 
Lintner and members of her 
family claim they are the 
descendants of an alleged il-
legitimate daughter of Can-
ville, Lola C. Brown, and 
they should be on the Osage 
Nation Membership roll. 

Legal counsel for Lint-
ner, Brad Hilton of the Hil-
ton Law Office in Skiatook, 
said that she is agreeable 
to settling the case by me-
diation if the DNA test-
ing cannot be conducted. 
Patterson said the Na-
tion would be agreeable to  
a settlement. 

If Lintner is found not 
to be a legitimate tribal 
member, she and her rela-
tives could be compelled to 
pay back all Osage Nation 
monetary benefits received 
while they were members 
on the tribal roll. Those 
benefits could include ON 
Higher Education Schol-
arship money, ON Health 
Benefit Card money, JOM 
money, Financial Services 
crisis assistance money 
and other such monetary 
programs the Nation of-
fers. Lintner was enrolled  
in 2013.

ON Trial Court Associ-
ate Judge Lee Stout said 
he wanted to exhaust all 
avenues before mediation 
and ordered Patterson to 
send a Writ to order the 
descendants of Canville to 
submit their DNA samples 
to Bio-Gene DNA Testing, 
LLC, the facility chosen by 
the Nation to conduct the 

tests. Patterson said the 
DNA samples are conducted 
by mouth swab and are not 
blood samples.  

“We’re venturing into un-
charted oceans in this case,” 
Stout said. “Let’s exhaust all 
avenues … I really hope we 
can bring a resolution to this 
case. We’ll settle a 100-year-
old mystery if we do. Let’s do 
it, if we can.”

Membership
Osage tribal memberships 

came into question after a 
former Membership Depart-
ment employee was caught 
falsifying records to enroll 
her adopted children and her 
sister’s adopted children in 
2015. After her departure, 
an investigation ensued into 
the membership records dur-
ing her tenure. After the in-
vestigation was completed, 
those individuals who could 
not be verified were served 
with petitions for removal. 
Seven individuals have vol-
untarily relinquished their 
memberships, and the mem-
berships of their children.

To qualify for Osage tribal 
membership a person must 
prove they are of lineal de-
scent from an original al-
lottee from the 1906 Osage 
Allotment Act. Birth certifi-
cates, death certificates and 
paternity tests are normally 
used to prove one is of lineal 
descent.

The next court date is 
scheduled for Oct. 4 in the 
ON Trial Court, at 1:30 p.m.

Courtesy Photo

The Osage Nation Trial Court, located on the Osage Campus in 
Pawhuska, Okla. 

the opportunity to take the stand, Chief Standing Bear said he 
was disappointed with Tuesday’s ruling, but with Amshore US 
Wind still eyeing western Osage County as a potential wind 
farm site, he found a sliver of hope in the judge’s decision to al-
low future challenges. 

“This means we have to be diligent about any new develop-
ments,” he said. “If they (wind farm companies) come in and 
make an application, we have to be ready to say: ‘Hold it. We 
want … our religious leaders in there and we want our people in 
there see whether any of our property will be devalued by this.’ 
And we’re ready for that.”

Pawhuska, starring Ben Af-
fleck, Rachel McAdams, Ra-
chel Weisz, Javier Barden 
and Olga Kurylenko. In 2012, 
the George Clooney-produced 
“August: Osage County” was 
filmed in and around Pawhus-
ka, starring Meryl Streep, Ju-
lia Roberts, Ewan McGregor, 
Juliette Lewis, Dermot Mul-
roney, Chris Cooper and Bene-
dict Cumberbatch. 

Tourists are a mainstay for 
Pawhuska residents as people 
from across the United States 
flock to Pawhuska to visit The 
Mercantile, the popular res-
taurant and store owned by 
Ree Drummond of The Pioneer 
Woman fame.

tioning was recently repaired. 
The Welcome Center is 20,000 
square feet and is two stories 
with a basement. Both build-
ings were designed by Seat-
tle-based architecture firm 
CollinsWoerman – which was 
selected by a planning commit-
tee in 2009, and constructed 
by the Penta Building Group.

Both buildings have sus-
tainable energy features such 
a temperature control systems 
that use natural light, water, 
fans and pumps to cool and 
heat the buildings. The cost 
of the Law Building and Wel-
come Center was $24.6 mil-
lion.

The departments located 
within the Welcome Center 
are the Tax Commission, Con-

stituent Services, Financial 
Aid Services, Housing De-
partment, Membership Office, 
Child Care Department and 
Human Resources.

Employees in the Welcome 
Center said they were told on 
Monday that if they were to 
leave they would have to use 
their Paid Time Off (PTO), 
which was inconvenient for 
most since they depleted their 
time off to attend the In-Lon-
Schka dances. Then on Thurs-
day they were told they could 
leave in intervals, so long as it 
didn’t affect business hours.

“I’ve asked for an assess-
ment of any lost time for 
employees and to have that 
information turned over to 
the Attorney General’s office. 
For example, if they found out 
that 20 employees for two days 
could not work due to the heat, 

I want to figure up how many 
hours that is and I want the 
Attorney General’s office to 
send a letter to the company 
accepting responsibility and 
say we’ve lost this much em-
ployee work time and that’s 
your fault and you need to 
reimburse us,” said Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear. 
“But the priority is to get the 
air conditioning working and 
design flaws fixed.”

Employees said there were 
individuals with diabetes 
working in the building, em-
ployees with heart problems, 
they said they felt sick after 
lunch time because of the heat 
and as the day grew hotter 
they got headaches and felt 
unsteady. One employee spe-
cifically requested that Con-
gressman Joe Tillman be given 
recognition because he visited 
every day to make sure every-
one was okay and brought ice 
chests full of cold wet rags for 
the employees. Some of them 
had them tied around their 
necks.

“We express our deepest ap-
preciation to employees who 
worked through adverse condi-
tions to deliver services to the 
Osage people. Thank you,” ac-
cording to the statement. “To 
our constituents, your patience 
and understanding during this 
difficult period has been great-
ly appreciated.”

In December 2016, the air 
conditioning units in the vesti-
bules of the doorways malfunc-
tioned in the Welcome Center 
and began gushing water that 
flooded the entryways. After a 
severe Spring thunderstorm, 
the paneling in the back of 
the Welcome Center came off 
above the doorway. In mid-
Spring, severe winds broke 
glass on the north side of the 
building. All damage is under 
warranty and not the respon-
sibility of the Nation. 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Ceiling panels tore off the roof of the back entrance to the Welcome Cen-
ter during a severe thunderstorm.

Defendants in this case in-
cluded: Allen Brothers Feed 
& Supply, Formby Oil & Pro-
pane, Acadia Family Medical 
Clinic, Loftis Construction 
Company, Oklahoma Natural 
Gas, Benson Lumber Compa-
ny and Osage Building Mate-
rial Co, which burned down in 
a July 2013 fire. 

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said he is 
pleased with the decision, not-
ing the efforts to reclaim the 
land dates back to the 1970s 
when he worked for the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs realty 
department. At that time, 
Standing Bear took a break 
from law school and his BIA 
job included identifying the 
rights of way for the railroad. 

“It’s an issue that’s finally 
been resolved, we’ve been able 
to do it under our new govern-
ment and new Constitution,” 
Standing Bear said. “It took 
all the powers of the Osage to 
acquire that land.”

In 2013, then-Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Jones started working 
with Tulsa real estate attorney 
William Eagleton to file the 
quiet title petition. After the 
defendants were served, ne-
gotiations started with those 
who hired attorneys, Jones 
said, adding some of the other 
defendants were already de-
ceased and some defaulted on 
responses.

During the negotiations, 

Jones (now an Assistant AG 
for the Nation) said one defen-
dant argued he bought some 
of the land at issue, but ended 
up learning his land deed was 
written incorrectly. Another 
defendant was surprised to 
learn he bought some of the 
land from another individual 
who didn’t own the land in the 
first place, so he was scammed, 
Jones said.

As far as the City of Pawhus-
ka, Jones said city officials 
disclaimed any interest in the 
land, but asked that rights 
of way for existing roads and 
utilities be kept open and run-
ning.

The 31.05 acres of land 
covers an area that formally 
served as a depot area for the 
railroad and even stretches 
east to Bird Creek where the 
trains were taken for turn-
around purposes and water 
refills for steam engines, Jones 
said.

Standing Bear said “we 
don’t see any environmental 
problems, but we see oppor-
tunity” to develop the land for 
future uses. So far, there are 
no definite plans for the land, 
but Standing Bear said he’s 
instructed executive staff to 
look at development costs for 
a sports complex for commu-
nity use. Another idea includes 
building a parking lot that 
would alleviate traffic snarls 
downtown, he said. 

Pawhuska is experiencing 
increases in daytime vehicle 
traffic due to increases in visi-

tors and tourism with most 

of the crowd coming to The 

Pioneer Woman Mercantile 

owned by Food Network star 

Ann Marie “Ree” Drummond 

who opened the deli/ bakery/ 

store in October 2016. Since 

then, the traffic situation trig-

gered several debates, com-

plaints and conversations on 

social media due to shortage of 

parking spaces in front of busi-

nesses and other entities near 

“The Merc.” 

Assistant Principal Chief 

Raymond Red Corn said: 

“Our long-term goal is to link 

the new Eco-Park (near Bird 

Creek) and the railroad prop-

erty, creating a walking and 

biking trail that links directly 

to the downtown area. Some 

city property is involved, and 

we are working cooperatively 

with the City of Pawhuska to 

resolve those issues.”      

Red Corn said funding for 

a feasibility use study on the 

land will likely come through 

the ON Congress since the 

property is a capital asset.

“Engineering work has 

started on the Eco-Park and 

funding to complete those 

trails is secured through the 

Osage Nation Roads program,” 

Red Corn said. “We believe the 

railroad property represents a 

vital link between downtown 

and the Eco-Park, making 

careful study of its potential 

that much more important.”
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Courtesy Photo/ON Communications  

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center received $19K for Osage culture 
traveling trunks. 

Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center receives $19K
for Osage culture
traveling trunks  
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center is the recipient of a 
$19,706 grant from a Colorado-based nonprofit to support 
the Osage Culture Traveling Trunk Project used for educat-
ing the public.

The Cultural Center currently has eight separate trunks 
with art and cultural items used to discuss different aspects 
of Osage culture with the public. Plans call for using the 
funding to buy more items for two more trunks for the trunk 
collection, according to an Osage Nation news release. 

Longmount, Colo.-based First Nations Development In-
stitute awarded the $19,706 grant to the Nation, which is 
among 21 grant applicants selected out of 130 entities who 
applied for grant funding, the release said. The Fifth ON 
Congress unanimously passed an appropriation bill for the 
grant money (ONCA 17-80 sponsored by Congressman Ron 
Shaw) during the June 8 special session.

According to the bill, the $19,706 is appropriated to the 
Nation’s Language and Cultural Resources Division, which 
contains the WCC operations budget. Shaw said the money 
will be used to help with project and storage expenses and 
described the trunks as “excellent examples of Osage culture 
to be shared with the youth.”

Jessilyn “Addie” Hudgins, WCC director, met with the 
Congressional governmental operations committee during 
the special session and said the current trunk collection 
includes a men’s Osage clothing trunk, a woman’s cloth-
ing trunk, a boy’s clothing trunk, a girl’s clothing trunk, 
an Osage cradleboard trunk, a game trunk, a drum trunk, 
and a cook’s trunk. She said plans call for collecting items  
two more trunks that display Osage art and a traditional 
wedding.

Hudgins said WCC staff took the trunks to the Nation’s 
language immersion school, as well as the Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Early Learning Academy to educate the students. She also 
noted the trunks cannot be checked out by outside entities. 

Debra Atterberry, an analyst with the Nation’s Strategic 
Planning and Self-Governance Office, said the trunks were 
purchased with TransCanada funding, which comes from a 
2015 agreement the energy giant signed with the Executive 
Branch that included $150,000 to be used toward education 
initiatives. That agreement between the Nation and Trans-
Canada states the company would notify the Nation if it de-
cides to build a project in Osage ancestral territory, which 
includes states north and east of Oklahoma and the Ohio 
River Valley.

According to its website, the First Nations Development 
Institute was founded in 1980 and launched its grant mak-
ing program in 1993. The institute provides technical assis-
tance and training, advocacy and grant funding in key areas 
including investments in Native youth, achieving financial 
empowerment, strengthening tribal/ community institu-
tions, nourishing Native foods/ health and advancing house-
hold and community asset building strategies.  

Osage National Guard soldier 
helps rescue people from
burning apartment in Ukraine
Osage News

Sgt. Nelson Deese, Osage, 
part of the Oklahoma Army 
National Guard’s 45th Infan-
try Brigade Combat Team, 
recently rescued people from 
a burning apartment in Lviv, 
Ukraine on July 16.

Known as the Thunderbirds, 
Deese and his fellow guards-
men were on a routine break 
headed back to base when they 
saw smoke coming from an 
apartment building down the 
street. 

According to Defense News, 
Deese and fellow soldiers Sgt. 
Matthew Odom, Spc. Vincent 
Humerickhouse, Spc. Kellar 
Jackson, Spc. Aaron Moore 
and Pfc. Kevin Polk rushed 
to the apartment. They found 
someone who spoke English 
who told them there were 
still people left in the build-
ing. Without hesitation, they 
“stormed inside” and despite 
a lot of smoke, chaos and the 
language barrier, they evacu-

Courtesy Photo/Defense News

Thunderbirds Sgt. Nelson Deese, 
Osage, recently rescued people 
from a burning apartment in Lviv, 
Ukraine on July 16.

Courtesy Photo/Defense News

The burning apartment in Lviv, Ukraine on July 16.

ated the third floor before fire-
fighters arrived at the scene.

According to NewsOK.com, 
Deese serves as a volunteer 
firefighter in his community 
of Crowder and that his train-
ing as a firefighter and infan-
tryman kicked in. He helped 
firefighters as they arrived 
by unrolling hose and moving 
equipment upstairs. 

He said infantryman run to 
the fight without hesitation. 

Oklahoma Army National 
Guard soldiers with the 1st 

Battalion, 279th Infantry Reg-

iment and 45th IBCT are de-

ployed to Ukraine in support of 

the Joint Multinational Train-

ing Group-Ukraine, an inter-

national coalition dedicated to 

building the training capacity 

of the Ukrainian army. The 

U.S. will continue training and 

advising Ukrainian security 

forces until 2020, according to 

U.S. Army Europe.

Courtesy Photo/Braidingthesacred .org

The Osage Nation is hosting a southern plains gathering for traditional corn growers called Braiding the Sa-
cred, Nov. 3-5.

Indigenous traditional corn growers
coming to Osage Territory for
Braiding the Sacred gathering
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation is host-
ing a first-of-its-kind southern 
plains gathering for tradition-
al corn growers called Braid-
ing the Sacred. 

The gathering, Nov. 3-5, 
will be three days of talking 
circles, networking, tradition-
al foods, social activities and 
connecting. The invitations to 
neighboring tribes have been 
sent and there are 40 spots  
available for traditional corn 
growers. 

Osage tribal member Keir 
Johnson-Reyes, who is a resi-
dent of Plasterville, Calif., is 
spearheading the gathering 
along with Joe Hall, Osage, 

who resides in Grayhorse and 
is a traditional corn grower  
as well.

“[Braiding the Sacred] is 
comprised of traditional corn 
growers, working to build soli-
darity between tribal efforts to 
preserve traditional corn, from 
Canada to South America,” 
Johnson said. “Our focus is the 
lower 48. We’ve been having 
these gatherings throughout 
the country, Onondaga, Sen-
eca, Pueblos, Navajo, Oneida, 
and the Osage.”

Johnson said he has sought 
the help of the Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Cultural Center, who has 
agreed to cook traditional 
Osage meals for the partici-
pants, Addie Roanhorse of the 
Chief’s Office to design flyers 

and help with communica-
tions needs, Assistant Princi-
pal Chief Raymond Red Corn 
is a traditional corn grower 
himself and has sent invita-
tions to neighboring tribes and 
the Osage Casinos which will 
provide lodging for the partici-
pants, free of charge. 

“There was an amazing corn 
preserver named Carl Barns, 
and in the last 40 years pre-
served corn from 300-400 
tribal nations and had a col-
lection of 1,000 entries from 
all over the Americas. He died 
and his family gave it to a man 
who gave it to Braiding the Sa-
cred network,” Johnson said. 
“There is a coordinated nation-

See BRaIdIng
—Continued  on Page 15
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Osage youth wins National Little 
Britches Rodeo Association Queen 

Courtesy Photo

Shiloh Martin is the 2017-2018 National Little Britches Rodeo Association 
Queen.

Tara Madden
Osage News

Shiloh Martin’s dream 
was to be the National Little 
Britches Rodeo Association 
Queen. That became a reality 
after hard work, much practice 
and determination. 

As Queen for the NLBRA, 
she will be traveling all over 
the United States represent-
ing the organization at events. 
She will have the responsibil-
ity to speak to the next genera-
tion about her platform and 
the sport of rodeo. She will be 
traveling to Colorado Springs, 
Dodge City, Denver, Dallas 
and Houston as well as Las 
Vegas and Cheyenne, Wyo. 

The competition was held 
July 2-9 at the Dominion 
House and the Lazy E Arena 
in Guthrie, Okla. Her age cat-
egory was 14-18 years of age 
and she competed against 
girls from Colorado, Missis-
sippi, Arkansas and Nevada. 
She won a saddle, scholarships 
and she will write a blog for  
the NLBRA website about her 
adventures.

Martin, 16, is from Burbank, 
Okla., and said she has been 
on the back of a horse since she 
was born. Her father is a cow-
boy and a Farrier, a specialist 
in equine hoof care.

She has competed in rodeos 
since she was three years old. 
She competes in goat tying, 
team roping, breakaway rop-
ing, barrel racing, pole bend-
ing and speed trail. She said 
she learned to embrace her ro-
deo lifestyle and loves it. 

Martin is home schooled, 

which gives her the freedom 
to plan school around her 
busy life and not around a 
school year. She said she often 
spends time doing her home-
work in her parent’s truck on 
the way to rodeos and other 
events. She carries a 3.8 grade 
point average and her grades 
have helped her secure schol-
arships with various rodeo as-
sociations for college. 

She said that her most de-
fining experience was when 
she competed for the National 
Little Britches Rodeo Asso-
ciation Queen in 2016, but fell 
short. She had put her heart 
out on the line for the title and 
came back home with first run-
ner up. She said she was com-
pletely devastated thinking 
that she let people down who 
have supported her through 
the years. 

She decided to run for the 
title again, this time for 2017-
2018 Queen and won. Martin 
said she could not have gotten 
where she is without the love 
and support of her parents and 
board members from Team 
Oklahoma. They believe in her 
and encourage her to reach for 
her dreams and push her to do 
so. 

“It was surreal for the first 
three days. It was always my 
dream and for it to come true 
… it is like getting your dream 
job and I hope I can do every-
thing to the best of my abili-
ties,” she said. 

Pageant
The National Little Britches 

Pageant is not for the weak of 
heart. The contest is a nine-

day event that consists of 
hours of studying rodeo rules 
and learning correct rodeo 
terminology, competing in cat-
egories such as horsemanship, 
working cow horses, giving a 
speech, modeling, personality, 
appearance, photography and 
a written test. 

She said that as NLBRA 
royalty, one is expected to be 
able to ride any horse a stock 
contractor may put them on. 
To prepare she rode many 
horses from different barns 
and arenas to get a feel for 
anything that may come her 
way during the pageant. She 
said she studied the rules and 
terminology for hours, burning 
it into memory. 

Her father was excited to 
hear if she won.

“I was not sure if she had 
the crown yet until they an-
nounced her name,” said her 
father James Martin. “Then 
I felt a warm excitement and 
surprise. I got the camera up 
to capture her surprise.” 

Her platform for the pag-
eant was “Fall seven times, 
rise eight.” She said her plat-
form means “Whatever your 
goals stay stubborn about 
them, keep determined to 
reach them and don’t let hard 
times or a bump in the road 
deter you or get you down, and 
you will be able to bounce back 
three times stronger.” 

She is the daughter of Jay 
and Stephanie Martin of Bur-
bank, and the granddaughter 
of Donnis Cannon, a direct 
descendent of Alex Cannon 
(Osage), Pah-Pah-ah-hah. 

They are from the Grayhose 
District and Eagle Clan. 

“I am so excited to share my 
passion; always to keep trying 
and moving forward,” she said. 
“I feel like there are a lot of 
kids who have big dreams and 
ambitions and if being a rodeo 
queen is your dream or goal 
you have to pursue it whole-
heartedly!” 

For more information on the 
National Little Britches Ro-

deo Association visit https://

www.nlbra.com/  

Shiloh Martin makes ap-

pearances. To request her to 

visit a school, church, or com-

munity event contact Stepha-

nie Martin at (918) 397-3161 

or the National Little Britches 

Rodeo Association office (719) 

389-0333. 

Osage Nation Child 
Care and Prevention 
programs hold Summer 
Enlightenment Camp 
Tara Madden
Osage News

Osage Nation Child Care 
and ON Prevention Programs 
held a Summer Enlighten-
ment Camp for children ages 
5-12 from June 5 through July 
28 at the former Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Cultural Center in Pawhuska. 

The camp enrolled 45 chil-
dren in the summer pro-
gram, all from different areas 
of Osage County. The camp 
had a different theme each 
week, such as: Superhero, 
Ocean, Nature, Anti-Bullying  
and Science. 

“The camps revolve around 
Anti-Bullying and help work 
on children’s self-esteem,” said 
Claire Wood, director of Osage 
Nation Child Care. 

The campers went on field 
trips each week. They took 
the kids bowling, swimming at 
the Pawhuska Public Pool and 
they regularly went to Wil-
liams Park to play.

“The ON Prevention Pro-
gram is using the Too Good for 
Drugs curriculum to build life 
skills and promote character 
development with kids attend-
ing the camp,” said Daisy Spic-
er, ON Prevention Program 
Project Coordinator.  

Spicer said the topics of 
weekly activities included goal 
setting, decision making, man-
aging emotions, bonding and 
relationships, communication, 
conflict resolution and commu-
nity involvement. Each event 
is presented in a positive and 
age appropriate manner, using 
hands-on learning, role play-
ing, and other experiential 
techniques. 

Spicer said on July 17, “Dy-
namo” from Omegaman and 
Friends delivered a positive 
superhero message to the 

Summer Camp kids. Dynamo 
challenged students to live life 
as a Dream-Maker (making 
good choices) and not a Dream-
Breaker (making bad choices). 

He maintained their atten-
tion while snapping a baseball 
bat, bending an iron rod, and 
ripping a phone book in half. 
Through his message, the kids 
learned how to Identify, Re-
spond, and Prevent bullying 
and make sure that every kid 
is an H.E.R.O. – Helping Ev-
eryone Respect Others. 

“At any age, we all have had 
a Superhero in our life, wheth-
er it is our parents, our spouse, 
our siblings, an athlete, to be-

lieve in the unbelievable in a 
child’s eyes, is simply a way of 
making the life of a child, the 
best place to be, not only for 
the child but all of us,” said 
Anthony Shackelford, Preven-
tion Program Director.

The camp cost $100 per 
child and funded by the Child 
Care and Development Fund. 
According to their website, the 
CCDF is a program that helps 
fund child assistance for 1.4 
billion children under the age 
of 13 each month. They are a 
federal and state program au-
thorized under the Child Care 
and Development Block Grant 
Act that is used to help states, 

territories, and tribes with 
funding.

“I liked going to the pool on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and 
field trips on Fridays,” said 

camp goer Arabel Standing-
Bear. “I liked drawing and we 
did lots of arts and crafts like 
marshmallow rockets; we have 
made lots of fun things.”

All photos by TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Campers keep busy making a window hanging jellyfish at the Osage Nation Summer Camp hosted by the Child 
Care Department and Prevention Department.

Arabel StandingBear makes a jellyfish at Osage Nation Summer Camp 
hosted by the Child Care Department and Prevention Department.

ON Child Care Director Claire Wood explains to the campers that they will 
be making jellyfish window hangings.

“The camps revolve 
around Anti-Bullying  
and help work on 
children’s self-esteem.” 

–Claire Wood, director of 
Osage Nation Child Care
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D
olores Goodeagle, 
82, was born and 
raised in Fair-
fax, Okla., just 
five miles west of 

Grayhorse. She is the daugh-
ter of Thomas Green (Sac & 
Fox of Kansas) from Mayetta, 
Kans., and Mary Osage Green 
(Full Blood Osage) of Fairfax. 
She has three sisters, Beverly 
Brownfield and the late Thom-
asine Elizabeth Moore and the 
late Eunice “Dolly” Lane. She 
is the granddaughter of Liza 
Osage-Bigheart and Amos 
Osage. 

She is of the Grayhorse 
District, she is of the Eagle 
Clan and her Osage name is 
Hompe Toka, which means  
Wet Moccasin.

She has five sons and one 
daughter, Ronnie Dee Goo-
deagle, Terry Lynn Goodea-
gle, Kenny Paul Goodeagle, 
Candace Toehay, and Thomas 
“Go Go” Goodeagle. She has 
11 grandchildren, 35 great-
grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild and another 
arriving in December; and one 
deceased great-grandchild.

She comes from a long-line 
of championship powwow 
dancers and her children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren are carrying on 
the tradition. She has danced 
and contested all over Indi-
an Country. She has lived in 
Bell, Calif., Colorado Springs, 
Colo., Anadarko, Okla., and 
Pawhuska. She worked for 
Travelers Inn Hotel going 
across the country from coast 
to coast in Hotel Management. 
She also completed training 
in Los Angeles and worked 
for Best Western. During the 
1970’s she worked at the Cliff 
Dwellings in Colorado Springs 
as a business manager in the 
gift shop for a couple of years. 
She also worked as a Commu-
nity Health Representative in 
Pawhuska for the Osage Na-
tion during the 1980s.

Osage News: When did 
you start dancing at In-Lon-
Schka? 

Dolores Goodeagle: In the 
old round house, that had to 
be when I was 12 or 13 years 
old. I used to love to wear my 
Osage clothes, and every time 
they had something up at the 
school, Barbara Bowman and 
I used to be up there in our 
Osage clothes. We sure en-
joyed that.

ON: What are the differenc-
es in the In-Lon-Schka today 
from when you were young? 

DG: It’s very different. 
We were taught by the el-
ders like Rose Pipestem and 
Aunt Eva. They said to stay 
simple. You just wear a shirt, 
your pins, your necklace, and 
your Osage moccasins. Noth-
ing fancy. They used to tell 
us to stay simple. We used to 
only wear red and black skirts. 
Nowadays, you see nothing 
but blingy shirts. Back then 
our shirts were satin. There’s 
been such a great difference 
in our In-Lon-Schka. Times 
have changed tremendously. 
I remember when committees 
only had eight men on their 
committee. Back when I re-
member, they only had about 
four cooks. But, always had 
young helpers. I remember 
Rose Pipestem would always 
be at the door and would be 
seating us. Those are the times 
I remember. Lots of things 
have changed.

ON: What is your favorite 
thing about the In-Lon-Schka 
and why?

DG: Watching all of our kids 
go into that arbor. Year after 
year our family has always 
been involved. I really enjoy 
watching that.

ON: How has the Osage Na-
tion evolved in your lifetime?

DG: I’m glad that we have 
senior housing now. I’m happy 
for the elder nutrition centers. 
When I was in senior housing 
in Pawhuska, the staff used to 
bring me my food. I’m really 
thankful for that. They used 

to bring my sister, Dolly, her 
food too. The Nation has lots of 
things now that I’m very hap-
py for. I’ve benefited a lot. 

ON: What is your favorite 
Osage food?

DG: All of em! (laughs) I 
like the real corn they used to 
make back in the day. They 
used to soak it, shuck it, and 
sometimes add things. It used 
to really taste good. Of course I 
love meatpies and chicken and 
dumplings! 

ON: Who are your heroes?
DG: John F. Kennedy ... and 

John Wayne. Father Albert. 
He was such a great teacher at 
the Catholic church. 

ON: What was the happiest 
moment of your life? 

DG: When my eldest son, 
Ronnie Dee went into our ar-
bor. That’s when it took hold. 
My momma told my son, 
“That’s my lifetime gift that I 
give to you,” and that’s some-
thing that I tell all my kids now 
when they go into our In-Lon-
Schka. That was a very proud 
moment of my life. He was on 
there for 21 years. I remem-
ber when my nephews went, 
my sister Thomasine’s chil-
dren. And they were also put 
on the committee back then. 
Those are proud moments in 
my life. I felt so proud when 
my son’s Terry Lynn and Go 
Go went in as well. And when 
I saw my great grandsons go 
in, that really got me. I felt so 

proud for my family. All those 
Grayhorse family moments 
are very proud memories for 
me. We all try to carry on with 
what my mother taught us. 
Our camp up there has grown 
so much. My mother use to 
sit up on that hill and watch 
our boys walk down. We feed 
lots of people at our camp. My 
momma use to tell us to make 
sure that everyone is fed. Our 
family tries to keep with what 
my mother taught all of us up 
at our camp. She use to tell us 
to be good to people. She was 
always proud of her children, 
her grandchildren and her 
great-grandchildren. We try to 
carry on with what my mother 
always expected of us. I have 
lots of proud and happy mo-
ments in my life. 

ON: What is your earliest 
memory?

DG: Lucille Hampton, she 
used to work for my mother. 
She used to get me up early in 
the morning and help me fix 
my hair. At noon time, Johnny 
Lee Wells used to come on and 
she taught me how to dance. 
I remember my sister’s dad 
taking us up to church all the 
time. 

ON: Who, or what, did you 
love the most?

DG: Being in our big house. 
We have many memories 
there. We used to have the 
biggest Christmas’s there. My 
mother was a giver. I sure 
loved those times. 

ON: What is your favorite 
thing to do for fun?

DG: I would have to say Bin-
go! I love to play bingo. I love 
going to Las Vegas and going 
to Tulsa. That’s my game. It’s 
been very good to me. Going to 
powwows and going to rodeos. 
My favorite all time powwow 
was Schemitzun Powwow in 
Connecticut. 

ON: What was your favorite 
decade and why? 

DG: Have to be the 60’s and 
70’s. Those were good years for 
me. But, I don’t want to go into 
detail. (laughs) They were all 
good years. 

ON: What world events had 
the most impact on you?

DG: President John F. Ken-
nedy’s assassination. Because 
that was the very first year 
my husband and I ever took 
part in politics and trying to 
get Indians to vote. We used 
to give out pamphlets. I really 
believed in what he believed 
in. He used to say that he was 
liked by the minority people. I 
think that’s why he got assas-
sinated. It was also sad when 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 
killed too. I was glad to have 
been able to see Pres. Barack 
Obama sworn into office. I just 
couldn’t believe it. That was 
something to see on television. 

ON: What would you tell 
your 20-year-old self?

DG: I wouldn’t have made 
the mistakes I did back then. 

I would’ve liked to have got 
more college in. I would’ve got 
more education. 

ON: Is there anything else 
you would like to add?

DG: For all the elders to 
get more involved in what’s 
going on with our tribe. We 
need to take part. And we need 
to speak up more often. They 
all need to get up and get in-
volved. And if the sharehold-
ers would stick together we 
might get something done if 
they hear our part. 

I have represented this tribe 
in Germany and visited the 
airbases there. I went with 
the Osage Nation Museum. I 
also went to Paris. I went up 
on top of the Eifel Tower and I 
thought about my Osage peo-
ple. I’ve talked to the college in 
Arkansas about my Osage peo-
ple and showed them Osage 
clothes. 

I’ve also danced on stage 
with Billy Ray Cyrus in Las 
Vegas with some of my pow-
wow friends. I went to several 
concerts with him. And I also 
danced on stage with Willie 
Nelson, because he was look-
ing for Native dancers too. 

I’ve been on The Price is 
Right three times, went to the 
Jimmy Kimmel Show, Let’s 
Make A Deal once, and this 
year I’m going to see Ellen De-
Generes.

Elders Series

Dolores Goodeagle
by Shannon Shaw Duty, Osage News

Chalene Toehay-Tartsah/Osage News

Osage Elder Dolores Goodeagle in the Osage News offices in downtown 
Pawhuska.

Courtesy Photo

Dolores Goodeagle in her teens, posing for a portrait in her buckskin.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

LEFT: Dolores Goodeagle contesting at IICOT Powwow in Tulsa. She has 
contested from coast to coast, all her life, winning championships all over 
Indian Country.

Courtesy Photo

ABOVE: Dolores Goodeagle with her sisters at the Mary Osage Green 
Camp. From left: Goodeagle, Beverly Brownfield and the late Eunice “Dol-
ly” Lane.

Courtesy Photo

Dolores Goodeagle (lower front), 
with her sister Thomasine Moore, 
who was Osage Tribal Princess at 
the time.



10 August 2017 Osage News • osagenews.org

In-Lon-SchkaP a w h u s k a

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

RJ “Tripp” Walker and family prepare to enter the Pawhuska Arbor. Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka Thursday, June 22.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

From left: Marie West, McCarthy Speakthunder, Cedar Perrier and Alena 
Speakthunder at the Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka on Thursday, June 22.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Pawhuska District dancers arrive at the arbor for the June 22 In-Lon-Sch-
ka dances. 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Dancers from the Pawhuska District enter the arbor on June 22 at the Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Standing Bear family prepares to enter the Pawhuska Arbor with Louis Standing Bear, who was getting 
roached that day. Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka Thursday, June 22.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffery Standing 
Bear enters the Pawhuska Arbor. 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka Thursday, 
June 22.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Sam West and his uncle Nate West 
at the Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka on 
Thursday, June 22.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Brian Lookout before the Pawhus-
ka In-Lon-Schka Thursday, June 
22, begins.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Chris Cheshewalla arrives at the 
arbor for the June 22 In-Lon-Schka 
dances. 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

LEFT: Jarrett Canady and his mother Camy pose for a photograph. 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka Thursday, June 22.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

MIDDLE: Chad Renfro poses for a photograph before the Pawhuska In-
Lon-Schka begins on Thursday, June 22.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

RIGHT: Pete Bighorse Sr. and Paul Bighorse carry the Pawhuska District 
drum to the arbor for the June 22 In-Lon-Schka dances.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Quentin Bell walks to the Pawhuska dance arbor Thursday, July 22 with Town Crier Caesar Williams and his fam-
ily. It was his first time to dance.  

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Girls pose showing off their ribbons and belts. Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka 
Thursday, June 22.
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BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

FAR LEFT: Pawhuska District Committee Cook Robin West and Katy Ting-
tella frost cupcakes for table centerpieces at the June 24 committee din-
ner.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

LEFT: Pawhuska District Committee Cook Jodie Revard fills serving dish-
es with green beans for the June 24 committee dinner.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District Head Committeeman Eddy Red Eagle Jr. and Head 
Cook Addie Hudgins greet guests at the June 24 committee dinner.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Matthew Littleton and his nephew 
Will Nuspl walk to the Pawhuska 
dance arbor for the June 23 In-
Lon-Schka dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Table setting at the June 24 Pawhuska District committee dinner with 
pink rose cupcake centerpieces.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District Waterboy Lesharo Wildcat fixes his roach while get-
ting ready for the June 22 Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Silas Satepauhoodle at the 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka dances on 
June 23.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The table setting for the June 24 Pawhuska District committee dinner.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Hominy District Committee Cook Welana Queton and her husband War-
ren, Hominy Cook January Phetsacksith greet Pawhuska District cooks at 
the June 24 committee dinner during the In-Lon-Schka dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Chad Parks and his father Mar-
tin Parks arrive for the June 23 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District Committee Cook Dana Daylight and her daughter 
Robynn Rulo show their customized cook T-shirts to be worn at the June 
24 committee dinner.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District Head Committeeman Eddy Red Eagle Jr. welcomes guests to the June 24 committee dinner 
with Drumkeeper Berbon K. Hamilton also standing.

Both Photos BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

LEFT: Pawhuska District committeemen and dancers line up to greet 
guests at the June 24 committee dinner held during the In-Lon-Schka 
dances.

ABOVE: Pawhuska District Cook Marie Rumsey adds dough to chicken 
and dumplings cooking for the June 24 committee dinner.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska District Drumkeeper 
Berbon K. Hamilton walks to the 
arbor for the June 22 In-Lon-Schka 
dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Addie Roanhorse stops for a photo 
before the June 24 Pawhuska In-
Lon-Schka dances.
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Anya Brezinski

Nevaeh Straley

Caroline Perrier Millie Young Noah Hoyt

Kaden Swords

Audree Stehno

Penny Adair

Jackie Stevenson Jadence Compton Micah Straley

Makenzie Gray

Mia Mashunkashey

Krisona Thornburg

Katie Adair

Kara Fultz

Cole Potts

Grace Adair

Through the 
Eyes of a Child

Images from the 2017 Digital Photography Youth Camp held 
at the former Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center, taught by Sherry 
Stinson, and sponsored by the Osage Nation Foundation.
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Appropriation 
bills pass during 
ON Congress June 
special session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Fifth Osage Nation 
passed several pieces of legis-
lation during its two-day spe-
cial session June 7-8 including 
those dealing with budget 
matters. 

The following bills received 
passing votes and were signed 
into law by Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear:

• ONCA 17-75: A bill to 
provide a supplemental 
appropriation for the Na-
tion’s Child, Family and 
Senior Services Division 
for $16,193, which is 
federal benefit money in 
total awarded to an Osage 
juvenile currently in 
permanent custody of the 
Nation. The bill, spon-
sored by Congressman 
Ron Shaw, amends the 
division budget to reflect 
the benefit money added 
to the budget.

Shaw said the Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI) 
money is awarded to the dis-
abled individual “and those 
SSI funds will be paid to the 
Nation and in order to pay ex-
penses for that child and also 
to spend any excess funds that 
are left after expenses are cov-
ered,” a supplemental appro-
priation bill is required. The 
bill passed unanimously.

• ONCA 17-76: A bill to 
appropriate $70,000 in 
tribal funding to the 
Nation’s capital asset 
and improvement fund 
for property purchases 
in Pawhuska. The bill 
passed with nine “yes” 
votes and one “no” from 
Congressman Joe Tillman 
on June 8. There were 
two absences that day 
from Congress members 
Shannon Edwards and 
James Norris.

Standing Bear told the Con-
gress his branch is requesting 
the money to pay for three land 
parcels around the Nation’s 
interpretive center at the in-
tersection of Lynn Avenue and 
Main Street. The Executive 
Branch cleaned out the for-
mer pawn shop building (pur-
chased by the Nation years 
ago) last year and opened it 
as an interpretive center, but 
Standing Bear said he believes 
its title should change to the 
ON “visitors center.”

Congresswoman Maria 
Whitehorn, the bill’s sponsor, 
said she visited with the Ex-
ecutive Branch and “it makes 
sense to own that property so 
we can dominate that area, it 
has been on the market.” Two 
of the land parcels are west of 
the interpretive center, with 
one of them holding the for-
mer Greek’s Restaurant razed 
years ago.

• ONCA 17-77: An act 
(sponsored by Whitehorn) 
to appropriate $80,000 
to the matching grant 
fund for an application 
for an Administration for 
Native Americans Social 
and Economic Develop-
ment Strategies grant. 
The $80,000 will be put 
toward matching the 
$320,000 federal grant, if 
the Nation is selected for 
the grant.

Whitehorn said the grant 
funding will go toward future 
developments of the Nation’s 
visitor’s center. The inter-
pretive center opened in fall 
2016 for a limited time due to 
shortage of funding. Standing 
Bear previously said opening 
the building gives a platform 

See BIlls
—Continued  on Page 14
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Osage Congress passes resolution opposing
federal budget cuts impacting Indian Country
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Congress 
is joining other critics of the 
2018 federal budget cuts pro-
posed by President Donald 
Trump and passed a resolution 
asking the U.S. Congress to re-
ject spending cuts pertaining 
to Indian Country.

During the June 7-8 Special 
Session, the Osage Congress 
voted 10-0 to pass a resolution 
(ONCR 17-28 sponsored by 
Congressional Speaker Angela 
Pratt) to “request the United 
States Congress reject Presi-
dent Trump’s proposed budget 
cuts to American Indian and 
Alaska Native programs.”

In May, the Trump admin-
istration released its first bud-
get proposal with reductions 
to several government areas 
including the Department of 
Interior, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, 
Department of Education  
and the Department of  
Transportation.

According to a May 23 CNN 
article, “while most lawmakers 
are likely to dismiss most of it 

– as they traditionally do with 
most White House wishlists – 
the document provides fresh 
insight into the administra-
tion’s priorities. While the 
overall proposed spending is 
about on par with last year, at 
$4.1 trillion for 2018, the bud-
get is notable for the knife it 
takes to domestic programs fo-
cused on science and research, 
the arts and, most notably, so-
cial welfare programs.”

Pratt’s resolution also cites 
concerns of proposed cuts that 
could affect the Osage Nation 
and other tribes including:

• “The (proposed) budget 
would eliminate programs 
like the Low-Income 
House Energy Program, 
which helps low-income 
households pay to heat or 
cool their homes. In 2016, 
150 tribal groups and 
more than 43,000 Na-
tive households received 
LIHEAP funds.”

• “A reduction in funding 
for these core services 
would signal to federally 
recognized tribes that the 
federal government does 

not hold in proper regard 
its previous commitment 
in honoring previous trea-
ties, case law and federal 
court decisions that form 
the basis of its trust 
responsibilities to Ameri-
can Indians and Alaska 
Natives.”

• “President Trump’s 
proposed budget titled 
‘A New Foundation for 
American Greatness’ 
would be catastrophic 
for American Indian and 
Alaska Natives since it 
would cut $64 million in 
federal Native American 
funding for education, $21 
million for law enforce-
ment and safety, $27 
million for natural re-
sources management run 
by tribes, plus $23 million 
from human services, 
which includes the Indian 
Child Welfare Act.”

ONCR 17-28 received little 
discussion during the special 
session, but received 10 unani-
mous “yes” votes with two 
absences on June 8 from Con-

gress members Shannon Ed-
wards and James Norris. Pratt 
said she felt the resolution 
spoke for itself during a Con-
gressional committee meeting 
initially held to consider spe-
cial session legislation, which 
was then passed onto the Con-
gress for final vote.

Like other tribes through-
out the country, the Osage 
Nation receives grant funding 
from federal entities to admin-
ister some of its services or 
to build and maintain capital 
asset projects, roads, housing 
and government property. The 
Nation also receives federal 
grants to administer programs 
including LIHEAP funding 
mentioned in the resolution.

With the resolution’s ap-
proval final, Assistant Princi-
pal Chief Raymond Red Corn 
said the Executive Branch 
will send copies of ONCR 17-
28 to the Oklahoma Congres-
sional delegation in both the 
U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives, the National 
Congress of American Indians 

(NCAI), the Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs and directly 
to Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkows-
ki who sits on the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee. Red 
Corn noted Murkowski is also 
the current chairwoman of 
the Interior and Environment 
Subcommittee, which reviews 
budgets for the Department 
of Interior and Indian Health 
Service.     

As of Aug. 5, the U.S. Con-
gress had yet to consider bud-
get action. The Osage Nation 
and federal government ob-
serve the same annual fiscal 
year cycle, which begins Oct. 1 
and ends Sept. 30.

The Congress will next meet 
for its regular fall Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion starting Sept. 5. During 
that 24-day session, the Con-
gress will consider the Nation’s 
own FY 2018 budgets, which 
will comprise budget spending 
mostly from tribal revenue, as 
well as federal grant funding 
awarded to the Nation.

for the Osage Nation to 
promote its culture and 
identity. The bill passed 
unanimously.

• ONCA 17-82: A bill 
(sponsored by Con-
gresswoman Alice 
Buffalohead) to ap-
propriate $55,666 to 
the matching  
grant fund for an 
ANA Environmental 
Regulatory  
Enhancement grant 
application.

According to a fiscal 
analysis of ONCA 17-82, 
the $55,666 will be used 
to match a second ANA 
grant the Nation is ap-
plying for. The grant is 
being sought for law en-
forcement training costs, 
a utility vehicle and sup-
plies, as well as funding 
one current and one new 
position. If the grant is 
awarded, the Nation will 
receive $278,237. The bill 
passed unanimously.

The Congress will next 
convene for its eighth 
special session starting 
on Aug. 2. Per the Osage 
Constitution, special ses-
sions may last up to 10 
days. 

For more information 
on the Legislative Branch, 
filed legislation and Con-
gressional committee 
meeting information, visit 
the Congressional website 
at: www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/who-we-are/legisla-
tive-branch.

BIlls
–from Page 13

How to submit 
a Letter to
the Editor

If you would like to 
submit a letter to the edi-
tor, please mail it to the 
Osage News, Attn.: Shan-
non Shaw Duty, 619 Ki-
hekah, Pawhuska, OK 
74056 or send email to 
sshaw@osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be re-
spectful and informative 
to the reader, and may be 
edited for grammar, clar-
ity and space.
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Osage energy
Minerals Council working on
digitizing records to aid oil
producers hindered by FOIA

Rosemary Wood

Rosemary Wood
Osage News

Well records are derived from oil 
and gas leases, and are maintained 
by the Bureau. These records have 
always been available to producers 
as a necessary part of production.

According to Nona Roach, an oil 
and gas consultant with Agape & 
Associates: “We were able to go 
into the BIA Operator’s Room and 
review the lease files, get copies 
of assignments complete with the 
ownership information. We were 
also able to get Lease Production 
data for the past five years. If we 
needed to look at Drilling Records 
they were available and you could 
view adjoining lease information 
so you could see what formations 
that they drilled through, at what  
depth and what the well comple-
tion reports showed on initial 
production of oil, gas and water. 
This is invaluable in determining 
where to drill new wells. Well Logs 
were REQUIRED to be in the files 
as they were completed also. This 
data was the most complete for 
any county in Oklahoma and made 
it desirable to come to the Osage 
for a ‘One Stop Shop.’ Copies were 
made as we waited!” 

Two years ago, 2015, produc-
ers were told they had to a make 
a formal written request for infor-
mation to access these files. FOIA 
had its original home in the Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act, signed 
in 1946 by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. The intent was to allow 
access to information maintained 
by the government. According to 
Wikipedia.com, “Following con-
cerns that the provision had be-
come more of a withholding than 
a disclosure mechanism, Congress 
amended the section in 1966 as 
a standalone act to implement  
a general philosophy of full  
agency disclosure.”  

Roach said an operator now has 
to show that he is the Operator of 
Record to look at the files. If the 
operator wants to send Roach cop-
ies he has to print a letter giving 
her permission to view the files. If 
she doesn’t get what she needs on 
the first trip, she said the Osage 
Agency BIA Superintendent Robin 
Phillips requires her to get an-
other letter from the operator in 
case they fired Roach since the last 
letter the operator turned in. She 
said operators can only get copies 
of logs on Thursday, and on Friday 
they’ll provide copies of lease files. 

“I had two ladies that own a lease 
set up an appointment with [an 
employee from the BIA] fly in from 
Colorado and come to the desig-
nated meeting, only to be told that 
SHE WAS NOT AVAILABLE!”  
Roach said.

History repeats itself. The Bu-
reau is using FOIA for “more of 
a withholding than a disclosure 
mechanism” impeding access to 
data vital to production. This di-
rectly contradicts the Congressio-

nal Act of 1906 provision reserving 
the mineral estate for the benefit of 
the Tribe. There is no benefit to the 
Tribe without producing the oil.

When asked, “what prompted the 
change from freely providing well 
data to requiring a formal FOIA re-
quest?” BIA Regional Area Director 
Eddie Streater said that, one day 
a solicitor from Washington came 
here to look at our records. He, the 
solicitor, determined that some 
of the information on file was cov-
ered by the Privacy Act and as such 
should be subject to FOIA. Streater 
was then asked which items were 
covered by the Privacy Act. He said 
he couldn’t say.

According to foia.gov, “The Free-
dom of Information Act generally 
provides that any person has the 
right to request access to federal 
agency records or information ex-
cept to the extent the records are 
protected from disclosure by any of 
nine exemptions….” 

The nine exemption categories do 
include “… geological and geophysi-
cal information.” 

However, agencies are autho-
rized to withhold information only 
“… when they reasonably foresee 
that disclosure would harm an in-
terest protected by one of these nine 
exemptions,” according to foia.gov. 
It is difficult to conceive what the 
“Solicitors from Washington” could 
reasonably believe the disclosure of 
oil and gas data to oil and gas pro-
ducers could harm.

Proactive advocacy by the Osage 
Minerals Council has prompted the 
development of a program whereby 
the Council will digitally store and 
make available well log data and 
all the information discussed above 
by Oil and Gas Consultant Nona 
Roach. The project will not use 
headright money in its development 
but, indeed, will increase headright 
income by increasing the amount of 
production.  

–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary 

Wood is a former two-time Osage Trib-
al Councilwoman and graduated from 
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in 
1963, the University of Oklahoma in 
1965, and from Rutgers University in 
1971 with a Master of Science in Psy-
chiatric Nursing.

Fifth Osage Nation Congress 
meets for 8th Special Session 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Fifth Osage Nation Congress convened for its 8th Special Session at 10 
a.m. on Aug. 2 in the Congressional Chambers building in Pawhuska.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear issued a proclamation calling for the 
special session in July to take up several matters. According to the proclamation, 
the following items will be considered for possible Congressional action:

• A supplemental appropriation for the Nation’s Health Benefit fund for the 
remainder of the 2017 fiscal year ending Sept. 30. According to a bill (ONCA 
17-88 sponsored by Congressman Ron Shaw) filed Aug. 1, the supplemental 
appropriation is in the amount of $761,667 to carry out the purposed of the 
Nation’s Health Benefit Act.

• A budget modification and supplemental appropriation for the Nation’s  
language and culture division. ONCA 17-86 (Congressman Archie Mason)  
is the legislative bill requesting the division budget modification in  
the amount of $94,123.

• A Congressional resolution (ONCR 17-29 sponsored by Congressman Otto 
Hamilton) to formally request submission of a Native American Business 
Development grant to the Department of Energy and Economic Develop-
ment on behalf of ON Energy Services (ONES) LLC.

According to the resolution, the Nation wishes to submit the grant application 
on behalf of ONES LLC to develop a feasibility to determine the market and a fea-
sibility for oil/ gas-related environmental remediation services in Osage County.

• A budget modification/ supplemental appropriation (Bill ONCA 17-87 
sponsored by Mason) for the Nation’s Health and Wellness Division in the 
amount of $700,000.

• A resolution (ONCR 17-30 sponsored by Shaw) to authorize a waiver of 
sovereign immunity for a contract agreement with Bank of Oklahoma to 
conduct treasury services to the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center.  

According to the 2006 Osage Constitution, the Nation and its offices and in-
strumentalities “shall be immune from suit or process in any forum except to 
the extent that the Osage Nation Congress expressly waives its sovereign immu-
nity.” With regard to ONCR 17-30, the resolution states that as a condition of the 
agreement with BOK, the Nation will be required to provide a limited waiver of 
sovereign immunity in the contract consenting to jurisdiction of the U.S. District 
Court of Northern Oklahoma in case of litigation arising out of a contract dispute.

• A budget modification (ONCA 17-85 sponsored by Mason) for the Osage 
News, which is a request to shift money in the newspaper’s current opera-
tions budget. This budget modification (which does not require a request for 
more tribal funding) is needed for Congressional approval because the shift 
amount exceeds Osage law requirements.

• ONCA 17-84 (sponsored by Mason) to provide a budget modification and 
supplemental appropriation for the Nation’s Executive Administration Divi-
sion budget.

• A supplemental appropriation for the Office of Attorney General.

• Amendments to the Nation’s election code and rules and regulations.   

Per the Osage Constitution, special sessions may last up to 10 days.
For more information on the Legislative Branch, filed legislation and Congres-

sional committee meeting information, visit the Congressional website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/legislative-branch

ON Financial Assistance
offers electric bill assistance
for income-eligible residences
Osage News

The Osage Nation Financial As-
sistance Department is offering 
aid for paying electric bills through 
Aug. 31 available to low-income 
Native American households with-
in Osage County.

The department’s Energy Assis-
tance Program serves low-income 
Native American households by 
providing heating (during winter) 
and cooling energy assistance from 
June until Aug. 31, according to 
the Nation’s website. The program 
also provides Crisis Assistance 
during an energy crisis, and pre-
ventative maintenance for elders.

During the two-month time-
frame, the Energy Assistance Pro-
gram (formally called LIHEAP) 
offers cooling assistance, which 
may be awarded once each fiscal 
year (Oct. 1 – Sept. 30) per appli-
cant. The benefit includes payment 
for an electric bill and this benefit 
also includes an oscillating box fan 
and/ or weatherization materials 
as funding availability permits.

The cooling assistance is avail-
able to Native American house-
holds (who must provide proof of 
tribal membership/ CDIB with 
applications) and have an income 
below 60 percent of the Oklahoma 
state median income level, accord-
ing to the program policy. Income 
verification for the past 30 days 

will be required from each adult 
household member and all appli-
cations must be received five days 
prior to utility bill due date.

Crisis assistance offered through 
the Energy Assistance Program 
may be awarded once each fiscal 
year per crisis-eligible applicant, 
according to program policy. “This 
benefit provides either utility as-
sistance or Heating Ventilation & 
Air Conditioning (HVAC) repair/
replacement for eligible homeown-
ers, or HVAC system preventative 
maintenance. Home energy inspec-
tions and preventative maintenance 
are available for homes of elderly 
clients. The program will provide 
an intervention that will resolve 
the energy crisis within 18 to 48 
hours. The applicant must have 
used a regular heating or cooling 
benefit before applying for the cri-
sis utility benefit,” according to the  
ON website.

The Nation’s Financial As-
sistance Department website is 
at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
financial-assistance for more in-
formation, available services and 
downloadable assistance forms and 
policies. The department can also 
be reached at (918) 287-5325 or toll-
free at (888) 822-1248.

BRaIdIng
–from Page 7

al effort to preserve and repatriate this 
seed back to these tribal nations. We’re 
seeing corn as a unifier that brings 
tribal nations together from Canada to 
South America because there are corn 
nations throughout the scope of the 
Americas.”

Johnson and Hall have been at the 
helm of preserving the Osage seed. 
They are working on gaining interest 
in the community, growing the seed 
stock in the community and getting 
more Osages involved.

In June, the Bluestem Ranch LLC 
Board of Directors donated bison meat 
to Johnson so they could use it for 
Braiding the Sacred in November. 

According to the Braiding the Sacred 

website, “Braiding the Sacred was cre-
ated in 2015 in response to the threats 
corn cultures are facing through the 
globally imbalanced relationship to 
maize. This imbalanced relationship 
has caused a deterioration of the ge-
netic base of maize and in the extraor-
dinarily rich and important ways in 
which local stewards have maintained 
agrobiodiversity as part of their cultur-
al fabric. In 2016, Braiding the Sacred 
gathered in Onondaga, Pojoaque and 
Tesuque Pueblos, and in Oneida.” 

For more information about the 
Osage Braiding the Sacred gather-
ing, call or email Keir Johnson-Reyes  
at (916) 995-3209 or keir@indiana-
glink.com. 

For more information on Braiding 
the Sacred, visit www.braidingthesa-
cred.org.
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AUGUST
August 3 - 4 

7th Annual Dhegiha  
Gathering 
Downstream  
Casino Resort
Quapaw, Oklahoma 

August 4
At The Carnival 
Osage Nation and Osage 
County WIC Celebrate
World Breastfeeding Week
Pawhuska Community  
Center 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

August 11
Osage Nation STEAM 
Program Trip 
Selser Schaefer Architects
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Departing at 8 a.m. at the 
ON Education Building in 
Hominy
For more information 
contact Jennifer Holding 
at (918) 287-5300

August 12
Northern California Osage 
Summer Meeting 
Petaluma Community  
Center 
Petaluma, California 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
For more information 
contact osages@northern-
californiaosage.org

August 16-19
American Indian Exposi-
tion
Caddo County Fair-
grounds
Anadarko, Oklahoma 

August 20 
Osage Shareholders  
Meeting 

Osage Casino 
Skiatook, Oklahoma 
Lunch will be $8.00

SEPTEMBER
September 4 

Observed Holiday 
Labor Day 
Offices Closed 

September 7 – 9 
Excellence in Journalism 
Anaheim Marriott 
700 West Convention Way 
Anaheim, California 
For more information go 
to www.excellenceinjour-
nalism.org

September 8
Osage Ballet Performance
The Leach Theatre,  
7:30 p.m.
400 W. 10th Street 
103 Castleman Hall in 
Rolla, Mo.
(573) 341-4219 or leach@
mst.edu 

September 9
Unveiling of Bronze Statue 
– Osage Family
City of Cuba, Mo.

OCTOBER
October 9 

Observed Holiday 
Osage Day 
Offices Closed 

October 31
Osage News Halloween 
Employee Costume Contest
Costumes will be judged 
on Osage News Facebook 
Page
Winners will receive  
prizes

NOVEMBER 
November 3 – 5 

Braiding the Sacred  
Gathering of Traditional  
Corn Growers 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma

November 4 
United Osages of Southern 
California Fall Gathering
Heritage Hall-Magee Park 
258 Beech Ave. 
Carlsbad, California 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information con-
tact Greg Clavier at (760) 
802-7591

November 10 
Observed Holiday 
Veterans Day
Offices Closed

November 23 - 24 
Observed Holiday 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
Offices Closed 

DECEMBER  
December 25 - 26 

Observed Holiday 
Christmas Holiday 
Offices Closed

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, 
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 
sure to include event date, loca-
tion, email and Web address (if 
applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contact-
ed for validation if necessary. 
Deadline for the September 
issue is August 18, 2017.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Timothy Easton Holloway of 

Choctaw, Okla., has been se-
lected to attend the Oklahoma 
School of Science and Math-
ematics this fall as a junior. 
Holloway is a descendent of the 
Tinker family and has achieved 
many academic accolades over 
the years; representing his 
family in the highest regard. 

Timothy Easton Holloway

Happy Birthday!
Happy Birthday Henry Amos and Samuel Gray, who turned 

4 years old on July 9. They are the twin sons of proud parents 
Edward Gray Sr. and Angela Pratt. We love you! Mom, Dad, 
Gabriel, Isaac, Ian, Pimmie and Honeybee.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Alissa Hamilton received her crown on July 28 to serve as the 2017-18 Kihekah-Steh Powwow Princess. Lane 
Berrey, the outgoing 2016-17 powwow princess, crowned Hamilton on the first night of the July 28-30 powwow 
held north of Skiatook.

War Mothers host annual dance
The Grayhorse War Mothers hosted their annual Soldier 

Dance on May 13 at the Grayhorse Village arbor. The dance 
honors Veterans from the Grayhorse District every year. 

All photos by TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Men dancing and visiting as they dance. The 2017 Grayhorse War 
Mothers Soldier Dance was Saturday, May 13 at the Grayhorse Village 
arbor.

The Lasley family during a giveaway. The 2017 Grayhorse War Moth-
ers Soldier Dance was Saturday, May 13 at the Grayhorse Village arbor.

Round dance under the arbor. The 2017 Grayhorse War Mothers Sol-
dier Dance was Saturday, May 13 at the Grayhorse Village arbor.

Dancers under the arbor. The 2017 Grayhorse War Mothers Soldier 
Dance was Saturday, May 13 at the Grayhorse Village Arbor.

Honoring an elder. The 2017 Grayhorse War Mothers Soldier Dance 
was Saturday, May 13 at the Grayhorse Village arbor.

Women dance under the Arbor. The 2017 Grayhorse War Mothers Sol-
dier Dance was Saturday, May 13 at the Grayhorse Village Arbor.



Louis A. Ballard
Louis A. Ballard passed 

away on July 18, 2017 at his 
home in Seymour, Illinois. He 
was born October 30, 1954 in 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma to Lou-
is W. Ballard of the Quapaw 
Tribe and Delores Lookout 
Ballard of the Osage Nation. 
He attended Princeton Univer-
sity in 1972-1973 and earned a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree 
from the University of Colora-
do in 1978. He obtained a Cer-
tificate in 3-D Design at the 
Institute of American Indian 
Arts in Santa Fe, New Mexico 
in 1989. He then received a 
Master of Fine Arts at the Uni-
versity of Illinois in 1992.

For many years he was a 
ceramics instructor at Park-
land College and Danville 
Area Community College.  He 
was employed as a cook at the 
Carle Foundation Hospital in 
Urbana, Illinois. He had the 
Quapaw Indian name of Kada 
Ska Hunka (Sacred White 
Eagle). From a young age he 
was a participant in the Osage 
ceremonial dances, Quapaw 
dances, and the Native Ameri-
can Church.

He is survived by his chil-
dren Louis A. Ballard III and 
Simone A. Ballard; grand-
children Kyron and Michaela 
Ballard; sister Anne Quetone; 

Charles Red Corn

brother Charles C. Ballard; 
nieces Avis Ballard, Jenna 
Quetone, Erin Casoose and 
Carly Ballard; great-nephews 
Lucas Quetone and Nathan 
Dreadfulwater; and by his life 
partner Connie Hamilton.

Louis was very active in his 
community and will be greatly 
missed. In accordance with his 
wishes he was cremated and 
his remains will be interred 
in the Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
cemetery at a later date.

Stacy Dawn Hessert
Osage News

Stacy Dawn Hessert, of 
Bartlesville, OK, passed away 
Thursday, July 6, 2017 at the 
age of 43 after a lengthy battle 
with Multiple Sclerosis.  

Stacy was born to parents 
Charles (Chuck) - Was-Tsa-
Moie and Ruth Ann Hessert on 
September 6, 1973 in Sedan, 
KS. She attended school in 
Sedan, KS, Douglas, WY, and 
graduated from Bartlesville 
High School, Bartlesville, OK. 
She spent most of her life in 
the Bartlesville area. She was 
a proud member of the Osage 
Nation.   

Stacy had an amazing 
sense of humor with a conta-
gious laugh. She was witty, 
loved watching movies and  
playing cards.
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She is survived by her par-

ents Charles (Chuck) E. and 
Ruth Ann Hessert; her son, 
Christopher Hessert (age 13); 
her daughter, Alyssa Hessert 
(age 11); her sister, Jamie Rea-
gan and spouse Jacob Reagan; 
and her Great Aunt, Faye Pow-
ell. She is preceded in death by 
her paternal grandparents; 
Edward and Wanda Hessert 
and her maternal grandpar-
ents; Glenn and Jeanne Ann 
Gable.  

Friends and family attended 
a burial of her ashes at Oak 
Hill Cemetery in Chautau-
qua, Kansas on July 15, 2017.  
Family friend, Eddy Red Ea-
gle, officiated. 

In lieu of flowers the family 
requests memorials to the Na-
tional Multiple Sclerosis Soci-
ety: P.O. Box 4527, New York, 
NY 10163 in memory of Stacy 
Dawn Hessert. 

Anthony Ray  
“Tony” Powell
Osage News

Lifelong Pawhuska resident 
Anthony Ray “Tony” Powell 
passed away Saturday, June 
10, 2017 at the Pawhuska Hos-
pital. He was 48 years old.

Tony was born September 
8, 1968 in Pawhuska, the son 
of Kenneth R. and Carla J. 

(Sellers) Powell. A graduate of 
Pawhuska High School, he had 
worked as a security supervi-
sor for the Osage Casino. He 
was a member of the Osage 
Tribe and enjoyed participat-
ing in the In-Lon-Schka Danc-
es. In his spare time, Tony 
worked on vehicles with his 
sons, Trey and Hank.

He is survived by his sons, 
Trey Powell and Hank Powell; 
his mother, Carla Powell; nu-
merous aunts, uncles, cousins 
and other family and friends. 
Tony was preceded in death 
by his father, Kenneth Powell; 
his grandparents and three 
uncles, Robert, Ted and Carl 
“Chico” Sellers.

It was Tony’s wish to be cre-
mated. A memorial service was 
held June 16 at the Kendrick 
McCartney Johnson Funeral 
Home. Father Chris Daigle of-
ficiated. Interment followed at 
the Pierce St. John Cemetery.

Kendrick McCartney John-
son Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.

Charles Red Corn
Charles Red Corn was born 

June 21, 1936 and died peace-
fully at his home, surrounded 
by family on Sunday July  
23, 2017. 

He was a member of the Tzi-
zhu-wash-ta-ghi, Gentle Sky 
Clan and his Osage name was 
Wah-ni-un-tah which is Giver 
of Life. 

Charles was also a name 
giver for his Tzi-zhu-wash-
ta-ghi clan which was passed 
down to him by his Uncle Wa-
kon Iron.  

Charles was a life-long par-
ticipant in the I’Lon’schka 
dances where Charles be-
longed to the Pawhuska, Wah 
xa xo li District and served as 
the Whip-man and treasurer 
in the 1960’s and 70’s.   

Charles was a veteran of the 
United States Army where he 
completed training at the Ad-
jutant General’s School and 
served as a Law Clerk during 
his tenure. 

Charles wrote a novel, “A 
Pipe for February” where it 
was widely acclaimed for its 
true tale of the Osage culture 
in the 1920s, told against a 
backdrop of murders from an 
Osage viewpoint. It was pub-
lished by the University of 
Oklahoma Press in 2004 and 
“A Pipe for February” is used 
in Native American Studies in 
many Universities across the 
United States.  

Charles also won a na-
tional award for his short 
story “The Dam,” from Stan-
ford University. He has many 
other publications including 
a monthly column for Osage 
News, written about Osage 
culture as well as vignettes of  
Native American life in vari-
ous magazines. 

Charles was chosen by the 
Ivy League Dartmouth College 
as the First Dartmouth Tribal 
Fellow Scholar where he spent 
his time at Dartmouth College 
writing and lecturing.  

The University of Illinois 
selected Charles as Indian El-
der in Residence and he also 
served as the University of 
North Carolina Indian Elder 
in Residence.   

Charles received a fellow-
ship at the prestigious New-
berry Library in Chicago 
where he was a Rockefeller 
Fellow, where he studied and 
lectured.   

All of his adult life Charles 
was a mediator between the 
tribal governments and com-

munities and the Federal and 
State governments. He was 
always working for the grass-
root tribal people and he had 
many successes. 

In the 1960s and 70s, in his 
capacity with the State Indian 
Affairs Commission, he orga-
nized many of the first Indian 
Parent Education Committees 
for schools across Oklahoma. A 
major groundbreaking action 
for local tribal communities, 
these committees gave parents 
the power to effectively par-
ticipate in dispensing monies 
set aside for their children and 
empowered them to make poli-
cy change to better serve their 
tribal communities.  

In the 1980s Charles was 
Director of the Oklahoma In-
dian Association located in 
Norman, Okla., where he con-
tinued to advocate for educa-
tion for Indian students. He 
was also the Director of the In-
dian Oil and Gas Association.

Charles was a fine ath-
lete and was known for his 
quickness and speed in his 
younger days and held many 
football rushing records where 
he led the team in rushing 
three years in a row from 1953-
55 at Pawhuska High School. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents Harold and Lou-
ise Gray Red Corn, brothers 
James and Andrew “Buddy” 
Red Corn. His paternal grand-
parents were Raymond and 
Bertha Hudson Red Corn. His 
maternal grandparents were 
Clarence and Jenny Garfield 
Gray. His paternal grandfa-
ther was Wyeglanke and his 
maternal grandfather was Wa-
hahake.

Charles held a M.Ed from 
Penn State University and a 
B.S. in Psychology from the 
Oklahoma College of Liberal 
Arts. He graduated from In-
dian Camp Elementary School 
and High School in Pawhuska.

He is survived by his wife 
Jereldine “Jeri” Red Corn of 
55 years, his son Yancey Red 
Corn, daughter Dr. Moira Red-
Corn and husband Bill Nunez, 
grandson Miles Red Corn, 
brother C.R. Redcorn, sister 
Kathryn RedCorn and many 
loving nephews, nieces, cous-
ins and many friends. 

Charles will be missed by his 
many followers of his monthly 
column in the Osage News.

Funeral arrangements are 
with Kendrick McCartney 
Johnson Funeral Home in 
Pawhuska, Okla. 

He laid in state at the Wa-
kon Iron Chapel in Indian 
Camp, Pawhuska on Monday 
evening July 24, 2017 at 6 p.m. 

On Wednesday July 26th 
at 7 p.m. there was a memo-
rial service at the Wakon 
Iron Chapel in Indian Camp, 
Pawhuska. 

Services were at 10 a.m. 
Thursday, July 27, 2017 at 
the First Baptist Church in 
Pawhuska. Immediately fol-
lowing burial there will be a 
dinner at Wakon Iron Commu-
nity Center in Indian Camp, 
Pawhuska. 

Carolyn Louise Shannon
Osage News

Carolyn Louise Shan-
non, 56, of Pawhuska, Okla., 
passed away on July 27, 2017 
in Pawhuska. She was born 
on June 13, 1961 in San Fran-
cisco, Calif., to George Shan-
non and Mary Agnes Wagoshe 
Shannon.

OSAGE NATION JOBS: To ap-
ply for a position with the Osage 
Nation go to https://www.osa-
genation-nsn.gov/opportunities/
job-listings/application-form.
Applicants are welcome to attach 
a resume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that all ap-
plicants tentatively selected for 
employment with the Osage Na-
tion will be required to submit to 
a urinalysis to screen for illegal 
drug use. Employment will be 
contingent upon drug test results. 
OSAGE / VETERAN / INDIAN 
PREFERENCE IS CONSID-
ERED. Verification of preference 
must be included with applica-
tion. For questions please contact 
Taryn Crawford, Osage Nation 
Employee Recruitment Specialist 
at (918) 287-5445 or email tcraw-
ford@osagenation-nsn.gov.

PIPE Educator – Hominy. As-
sociates Degree in Education, 
Business or Communications pre-
ferred; or a combination of educa-
tion with experience in working 
with children and families. Abil-
ity to help families develop case 
goals and plans. Ability to teach, 
nurture and empower program 
participants. Ability to work 
independently but with strong 
teamwork commitment. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $42,000/year 

Teacher Assistant – Pawhus-
ka Immersion. Associates 
Degree in Early Childhood Devel-
opment or related field preferred 
or actively working toward this 
degree. Childhood Development 
Associate (CDA) certification or 
related field required or working 
toward completion within eight 
(8) months. Osage language pro-
ficiency required and/or actively 
attending Osage language class-
es. High school diploma or GED 
required. Regular Full Time. Sal-
ary: $13.00/hr. 

Osage Nation Education De-
partment Internship. Osage 
Nation Education Department 
Internship Program is designed 
to provide Osage students with 
work experience in their chosen 
field of study. The program is 
designed to serve enrolled mem-
bers of the Osage Nation with a 
minimum of 61+ hours completed 
in an accredited college or uni-
versity degree program. Regular 
Temporary Full Time.

OSAGE CASINO JOBS: 
To apply for a position with 
Osage Casino go to www.
o s a g e c a s i n o s . c o m / c a r e e r s 
Buffet Host – Bartlesville 
Food and Beverage. High 
School Diploma/GED and 6 
months of previous work experi-
ence. Gaming, hospitality or cus-
tomer service industry preferred. 
Some experience in food service 
and cashiering is preferred. 

Security Officer – Tulsa Se-
curity. High School Diploma/
GED and 6 months of previous  

Classifieds
work experience. Gaming hospi-
tality or customer service indus-
try preferred. Prior experience 
in law enforcement, military 
or civilian secrurity services is 
helpful. CLEET Security Officer 
certification or equivalent re-
quired (within 6 months of hire) 
or certification of completion from 
a full time or reserve police acad-
emy. 

Guest Service Representative 
– Bartlesville Gaming Opera-
tions. High School Diploma/GED 
and 6 months of previous work 
experience. Gaming, hospitality 
or customer service industry pre-
ferred. 

EVS Attendant – Tulsa Fa-
cilities. 6 months experience in 
customer service or hospitality. 
Must be 18 years of age or older. 
Must be able to pass background 
check, with no prior convictions 
of any felonies. Must be ale to ob-
tain and maintain Osage Nation 
Gaming License. Tribal prefer-
ence and Native American Indian 
preference shall apply to al posi-
tions at Osage Casinos. 

Security Officer – Ponca City 
Security. High School Diploma/
GED and 6 months of previous 
work experience. Gaming, hospi-
tality or customer service indus-
try preferred. Prior experience 
in law enforcement, military or 
civilian security services is help-
ful. CLEET Security Officer cer-
tification or equivalent required 
(within 6 months of hire) or certi-
fication of completion from a full 
time or reserve police academy. 

Security Officer – Skiatook 
Security. High School Diploma/
GED and 6 months of previous 
work experience. Gaming, hospi-
tality or customer service indus-
try preferred. Prior experience 
in law enforcement, military or 
civilian security services is help-
ful. CLEET Security Officer cer-
tification or equivalent required 
(within 6 months of hire) or certi-
fication of completion from a full 
time or reserve police academy. 

Table Games Dealer – Tulsa 
Table Games. High School Di-
ploma/GED and 6 months of pre-
vious work experience. Gaming, 
hospitality or customer service 
industry preferred.

I.T. Database Analyst – Tulsa 
I.T. Bachelors Degree in Com-
puter Science, MIS, IT or related 
field. Three years previous data-
base administration experience. 
Must be 21 years of age. Must be 
able to pass background check, 
with no prior convictions of any 
felonies. Tribal preference and 
Native American Indian prefer-
ence shall apply to all positions 
at Osage Casinos. Must be able to 
obtain and maintain Osage Na-
tion Gaming License. 

Restaurant Server – Skia-
took Food and Beverage. High 

School Diploma/GED required. 
Gaming, hospitality, food, bever-
age or customer service industry 
preferred. Previous experience 
in a high volume food service op-
eration or bar is preferred. Cash 
handling experience or previous 
POS usage is helpful. 

Restaurant Server – Ponca 
City Food and Beverage. High 
School Diploma/GED required. 
Gaming, hospitality, food, bever-
age or customer service industry 
preferred. Previous experience 
in a high volume food service op-
eration or bar is preferred. Cash 
handling experience or previous 
POS usage is helpful. 

EVS Attendant – Skiatook 
Hospitality. Six months experi-
ence in customer service or hos-
pitality. Must be 18 years of age 
or older. Must be able to pass 
background check, with no prior 
convictions of any felonies. Must 
be able to obtain and maintain 
Osage Nation Gaming License. 
Tribal preference and Native 
American Indian preference shall 
apply to all positions at Osage 
Casinos. 

Food and Beverage Supervi-
sor – Bartlesville Food and 
Beverage. High School Diplo-
ma or GED. Bachelors degree 
preferred. One year of food and 
beverage experience. Casino or 
hospitality experience preferred. 
Must be 21 years of age. Must be 
able to pass background check, 
with no prior convictions of any 
felonies. Must be able to obtain 
and maintain Osage Nation 
Gaming License. Osage prefer-
ence and Native American Indian 
preference shall apply to all posi-
tions at Osage Casinos. 

EVS Supervisor – Skiatook 
Hospitality. High School Diplo-
ma or GED. Must be 18 years of 
age or older. One year of house-
keeping experience. Six months 
of supervisory experience in a ho-
tel facility preferred. Associates 
degree preferred. Must be able 
to pass background check, with 
no prior convictions of any felo-
nies. Must be able to obtain and 
maintain Osage Nation Gaming 
License. Osage preference and 
Native American Indian prefer-
ence shall apply to all positions 
at Osage Casinos.

Food and Beverage Supervi-
sor – Ponca City Food and 
Beverage. High School Diplo-
ma or GED. Bachelors degree 
preferred. One year of food and 
beverage experience. Casino or 
hospitality experience preferred. 
Must be 21 years of age. Must be 
able to pass background check, 
with no prior convictions of any 
felonies. Must be ale to obtain 
and maintain Osage Nation 
Gaming License. Osage prefer-
ence and Native American Indian 
preference shall apply to all posi-
tions at Osage Casinos. See OBItuaRIes

—Continued  on Page 19

Carolyn Louise Shannon
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Carolyn was a proud member of 
the Osage Nation. She was named 
by Bill Pitts in the Morrell Fam-
ily Chapter Native American Church 
in Hominy. Her Osage name was 
Hompa Toka and she was of the Deer 
Clan. She was of the Hominy Dis-
trict and participated in the In-Lon-
Schka her entire life. She also served  
as the Osage Tribal Princess in 1979.

She grew up in Santa Rosa, Calif., 
and enjoyed swimming. She competi-
tively swam for the Santa Rosa Nep-
tunes.

Her family moved back to Oklahoma 
in her youth and she graduated from 
Memorial High School in Tulsa in 1980. 
She attended college at the University 
of Oklahoma where she was a co-found-
er of the Native American Women and 
Others for Multicultural Preservation 
and a regular at the poetry readings at 
the Jacobson House Native Art Orga-
nization. 

She also studied art, sculpture, jew-
elry and museum studies at the Insti-
tute for the American Indian Arts, in 
Santa Fe, N.M. She interned for the 
Smithsonian Institute in Washington, 
D.C. She also participated on many ar-
cheological digs in Oklahoma, Arizona 
and New Mexico and enjoyed making 
jewelry and other artistic works. She 
was an avid reader, photographer, 
painter, music and movie buff, and 
enjoyed traveling around the country 
and going on cruises with her sisters. 
She had a lifelong passion for cooking 
and was an amateur chef, but mostly 
enjoyed cooking for her family and 
friends. She was a huge Thunder fan 
and a huge fan of the OU Sooners. 

Although she did not have chil-
dren, she had three beloved nieces and 
three nephews, as well as eight grand 
nephews and three grand nieces. She 
was the fun aunt and could always be 
counted on to go on adventures with 
her nieces and nephews.

She is survived by her father George 
Shannon and his wife Elnora Super-
naw Shannon; three sisters, Susan 
Shannon, Ruth Shaw and her hus-
band Edward, Margaret Sisk and her 
husband Robert; one brother, Allen 
Shannon; three nieces, Shannon Shaw 
Duty and her husband Jason, Lauren 
Bivens White and her husband Ted, 
and Jocelyn Jamison Shannon; three 
nephews, Bates Shaw and his compan-
ion Robynn Rulo, Edmond Shaw, and 
Stephen Sisk and his wife Coree; and 
many grand nieces and nephews, fam-
ily and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her 
mother Mary Agnes Wagoshe Shan-
non, her older brother Stanley Shan-
non, and niece Blake Ashley Sisk.  

She will lie in state at the Wakon Iron 
Chapel in the Pawhuska Indian Vil-
lage. There will be a rosary and songs 
from the Native American Church on 
Sunday, July 30 at 7 p.m. A Traditional 
Indian Service will be held at 8 a.m., 
July 31 with Dr. Steven Pratt officiat-
ing. A Catholic service will be held at 
10 a.m. at the Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church in Pawhuska. Inter-
ment will be at the Pawhuska City 
Cemetery, where she will rest next to 
her mother. 

Pallbearers are Joe Don Brave, Ed-
ward Shaw, Bates Shaw, Robert Sisk, 
Stephen Sisk, Jason Duty, Ted White 
and Warren Queton. 

OBItuaRIes
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All photos by BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

A view of the former Hominy village structures from the north on July 10 as they are demolished for the village square project.

The former Hominy dance arbor and other village structures includ-
ing the community center are being demolished on July 10 for a new 
village square project.

Former Hominy village structures including the community center, 
restrooms and dance arbor are demolished as of July 10 for an im-
proved village square project.

The former Hominy village community building is demolished for 
a new structure that is part of the improved village square project 
planned to be built in time for the 2018 In-Lon-Schka dances.

A demolition crew takes apart the roof, benches and panels of the 
former Hominy village arbor as it is demolished on July 10.




