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Judge orders DNA testing
in membership removal case
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Osage Nation Trial Court
Associate Judge Lee Stout has
ordered DNA testing in the
case of Osage Nation vs. Reta
Marie Lintner.
Osage Nation First Assistant Attorney General Clint
Patterson said the Nation is
using Bio-Gene DNA Testing,
LLC, based out of Beaverton,
Ore. He said the company can
prove a biological match between Lintner and her alleged
Osage ancestor with a 91 percent certainty. The Nation is
paying for the testing.
Lintner is one of 60 individuals whose tribal enrollment is
being challenged in ON Trial
Court. In April of last year,
the AG filed petitions against
the individuals and seven have
voluntarily relinquished their
memberships, including the
memberships of their children,
according to the AG’s office.
Tribal memberships came
into question after a former
Membership Department employee was caught falsifying
records to enroll her adopted
children and her sister’s ad-

opted children in 2015. After
her departure, an investigation ensued into the membership records during her
tenure. After the investigation
was completed, those individuals who could not be verified
were served with petitions for
removal.
To qualify for Osage tribal
membership a person must
prove they are of lineal descent
from an original allottee from
the 1906 Osage Allotment Act.
Birth certificates, death certificates and paternity tests are
normally used to prove one is
of lineal descent.

Descendant
Lintner, 68, claims to be the
descendent of Paschal F. Canville, Osage original allottee
No. 1054. According to Canville’s family tree, provided by
the membership department,
in 1906 he enrolled three children onto the Osage roll. They
are John Canville, Aouida
Canville and Cecil Canville.
Lintner claims to be the descendent of Canville’s illegitimate daughter, Lola C. Brown.
Brown was born in 1888 and is
Lintner’s grandmother. Lintner said her family has done

extensive research over the
years and that her mother
tried to obtain a membership
with the Osage tribe in the
past but was unsuccessful.
Legal counsel for Lintner,
Brad Hilton of the Hilton Law
Office in Skiatook, said Lintner’s family research, combined with research they have
gathered, produced five affidavits obtained from the National Archives in Washington,
D.C., that say Canville is the
father of Lola C. Brown.
“We have a physician who
attended shortly after the
birth [of Brown], Canville himself, and miscellaneous other
people, but again all of them
are over 100 years old and
have been in (Canville’s) BIA
file,” Hilton said. The National
Archives is the repository of
records for the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
“What we’ve got are authenticated copies, which are
for what we’re doing here …
the BIA will neither confirm
nor deny the records. We have
hired people but most of the records were located previously
See DNA
—Continued on Page 19

Chief Standing Bear signs 42,300-acre
lease to Bluestem Ranch LLC board
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
After a year of back and
forth between the Osage Nation Chiefs Office, the Osage
Nation Congress and the Bluestem Ranch LLC board, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear signed a 42,300-acre
lease with the ranch board.
“Now that the Nation has
signed a lease with the board,
we will be able to begin implementing some of the activities
we identified in our Management plan that we created and
established last May,” wrote
Faren Anderson, chair of the
Bluestem Ranch LLC board,
in an April 20 email. “Some
of the short-term priorities of
the Bluestem Ranch management plan include: establishing a herd of animals (cows
and bison) that are owned by
the Nation, identifying activities within the ranch that will
enable tribal activities and
use of the ranch, create a selfsustaining business that will
generate a profit and a distribution to the Nation, and identify profitable opportunities
that the ranch can sustain.”
The Congress unanimously
passed a resolution in support
of the ranch board last year.
After the Nation purchased
the 43,000-acre ranch for $74
million from media mogul Ted
Turner in 2016, both the Executive and Legislative branches
agreed the ranch board would
run the ranch. However,
around July of 2016, Standing
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Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear signed a 43,000acre lease to the Bluestem Ranch LLC Board for 25 years on April 5.

Bear began making plans for
the ranch without board input.
Standing Bear said he will
continue to work with the
board since they are a company overseeing a major asset of
the Osage Nation government.
The Bluestem Ranch LLC is a
subsidiary of the Nation’s Tallgrass Economic Development
LLC.
He signed the lease on the
morning of April 5 in his Executive Conference Room. Chief
of Staff Jason Zaun and Deputy Director of Operations Jodie
Revard served as witnesses.
“A lot of people forget we
did not take possession of the
Bluestem Ranch until Nov. 1,
2016, and there were existing
leases on the ranch. We have
had to terminate those leases
and transition those lease

holders off the ranch. One of
the first things we did was
have Bluestem Ranch LLC occupy 9,000 acres during this
transition,” he said. “I signed
this lease because it was 11-1
[Congressional vote], and I
want to compromise.”
Making up the five-member
ranch board is Anderson, Vice
Chair Jim Perrier, Treasurer
Teresa Meade, Secretary Jackie Badley and Francis Murphy.
Murphy’s one-year term ended
this month and Standing Bear
said he is considering appointments to fill his spot on the
board.
The ranch board holds regularly scheduled public meetings every month. Their next
meeting is May 9.
See Bluestem
—Continued on Page 4
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Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear addresses attendees at the Grand Opening of a Greenhouse for Senior Housing
in Pawhuska on March 30.

AmeriCorps opens
greenhouse in Senior
Housing complex
in Pawhuska
Tara Madden
Osage News
There is a new greenhouse in the Osage Senior Housing
complex and its open for all Osage elders.
It is open to all Osage senior citizens to grow herbs,
plants, flowers, fruits and vegetables. The Grand Opening of
the greenhouse was on March 30, where approximately 50
people attended throughout the day. Visitors of the greenhouse received plants donated by the Osage Nation Aquaponics, such as pepper plants and tomato plants. Assistant
Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn donated rosemary from
his personal herb garden that could also be taken home.
“The goal of the greenhouse is to provide a healthy activity to the Osage Senior citizens living in the senior housing,
and those who do not but reside in the surrounding area,”
said AmeriCorps acting Director Kimberly Cass. “I would
like to see elders utilize the greenhouse and plant vegetables and fruits, or whatever they want, put their name on it
and maintain their plants.”
The greenhouse is climate controlled at between 89-93 degrees and cooled with a water cooler. The plants inside are
regularly watered, groomed, re-potted and shifted around to
allow for best growth abilities.
See Greenhouse
—Continued on Page 15

Osage Nation wins USDA
grant to establish broadband
internet company; first phase
includes Grayhorse
Osage News
The Grayhorse area is about to get high-speed internet.
The Nation recently won a $3 million grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Community Connect Grant, which the
Nation’s Utility Authority will use to start its own broadband
company. The first phase will be to provide high-speed internet
to the Grayhorse and Bowring areas.
“The broadband business enterprise will be operated by Osage
Innovative Solutions, the technology group within Osage Nation’s Tallgrass, LLC. Construction on the network will start
soon with an expected completion date of 24 months,” according
to news release.
Paul Bemore, chair of the Utility Authority, has said the opportunity for the Osage Nation to own its own telecommunications company will greatly serve businesses and residents of
Osage County. He said the USDA grant will be used to fund the
fiber optic cable that will run from Pawhuska to the Grayhorse
and Bowring areas. Bowring is located about 20 miles northeast
of Pawhuska.
Last year, the Utility Authority hired Oklahoma City-based
ACRS Telecommunications to conduct a broadband feasibility
study of the areas and to apply for additional grant funding. On
See Broadband
—Continued on Page 18
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Oklahoma axes tax credit
program for wind industry
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Special to Osage News
OKLAHOMA CITY — Facing a multi-million dollar
budget shortfall, the state
of Oklahoma is ending a tax
credit program that helped
lure wind turbines to Osage
County.
On Monday, Gov. Mary Fallin signed House Bill 2298 into
law after it passed through
both chambers of the Oklahoma legislature with bipartisan
support.
Authored
by
Speaker
Charles McCall (R-Atoka) and
Senate Pro Tem Mike Schultz
(R-Altus), the measure moves
up the expiration date for a
half-cent wind industry tax
credit.
Now turbines must be online and operational by July 1
for a wind producer to claim a
10-year tax credit. Previously,
operators had until 2021 to get
a turbine online to receive the
credit.
With more than 3,400 wind
turbines across 41 sites statewide, the program cost Okla-
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Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear meets with Amshore officials on
Feb. 28 at the Executive Branch offices in Pawhuska.

homa $113 million in 2014
alone.
The measure, which was included in Gov. Fallin’s initial
budget proposal at the start of
the legislative session, also applies to other zero-emission energy sources, including solar,
geothermal and hydroelectric
producers.
“The zero emissions tax
credit was key to the growth of
wind energy in Oklahoma, and

I’m grateful to the industry
for their ambitious successes,
as well as their willingness to
work with the state to address
our challenging budgetary
circumstances,” Gov. Fallin
said in a prepared statement.
“Their leadership, along with
the leadership of Speaker
McCall and Senate Pro Tem
Schulz, is a critical part of our
See Tax Credit
—Continued on Page 4

Osage language represented at 2017
Native American Youth Language Fair
Osage News
The Osage Nation Language
Department and Osage Language Immersion School took
students to compete at the
15th Annual Oklahoma Native
American Youth Language
Fair, held at the Sam Noble
Natural History Museum in
Norman, Okla., April 3-4.
Osage language students
ages 3 and up competed in various categories, which included
traditional song, small group
spoken language, large group
spoken language, group spoken prayer, individual spoken
word prayer, and submitted
posters and one book. There
are 12 categories available for
students to enter.
Every student that enters
receives a t-shirt that bears the
Grand Prize poster art from the
previous year. Attendees also
receive medals for first, second
and third place, and trophies
per category and age division,
which are awarded by panels
of Native speakers, elders and
educators for language use,
fluency, spirit of performance
and stage presence, according
to the OKNAYLF website.
The OKNAYLF has grown
each year, from its first year
where it attracted 200 students, to this year’s fair which
attracted more than 1,100
students, according to the
OKNAYLF website.
For more information about
the OKNAYLF, email onaylf.
samnoblemuseum@ou.edu or
call (405) 325-7599.
Following is a list of participants and winners:

All photos by Chalene Toehay-Tartsah

Osage language instructors Alaina Maker and Christopher Cote ready
their language students before the Parade of Students at the 15th Annual Oklahoma Native American Youth Language Fair on April 3.

Dan Swan addresses students from across Oklahoma at the 15th Annual
Oklahoma Native American Youth Language Fair on April 3.

• Kristo Revard
• Anya Bresinski
• Fiona RedEagle
• Adam Washington
• Liam RedEagle

Dancers will once again be gracing the stage of the historic Constantine Theater.
The students of the Osage-owned Dance Maker Performing Arts Academy will hold two performances on May
13. The first performance begins at 2 p.m. and the second
performance begins at 7 p.m.
The academy offers classes in ballet and tap for children
and adults and currently enrolls 80 students.
“This year, 32 children received scholarships from the
Osage Nation Foundation,” said Jenna Smith in a prepared release. Smith is the director and dance instructor
for the academy. “We also have eight boys in our Level I
ballet class, funded by Will and Anne Baker, Jr.”
Smith said scholarships were made possible by the Osage
Nation Foundation, Will and Anne Baker, Jr.; Jerry and
Marlene Mosley; Jinx Guerren; Artists of Indian America,
Inc.; Robi Black; Casey Johnson and the Pawhuska Community Foundation.
Osage Casinos is sponsoring the performances and tickets
are $2.

Smith, a classically trained ballet dancer, is working to
bring “The Nutcracker” ballet to the Constantine Theater
in December, according to the release.
“We are producing ‘The Nutcracker’ as part of our passion for arts education in the school system,” she said in
the release. “We would like to do multiple performances
and bring every school-aged child to the Constantine to
see the ballet.”
To donate or learn more about the schedule of classes
visit their website at www.dancemaker.org or call at (918)
704-4668. Follow their page on Facebook at Dance Maker
Performing Arts Academy.
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• Josie Lookout

• Meg Rumsey
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• Brynlee Rumsey

• Jacee Leach

Dance Maker Performing
Arts Academy to hold
May 13 performances
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• Brooke Bighorse

• Selene Bighorse

Lilliana Guillen is one dancer that will be performing at the May 13
performances at the Constantine Theater in downtown Pawhuska.

The Nutcracker

Traditional Song 3rd
Place (3rd-5th grade)

• Aubree Leach

Courtesy Photo/Geneva HorseChief-Hamilton

Osage Nation Language Youth Department students perform “Jesus
Loves Me” in the Kerr Auditorium during the 15th Annual Oklahoma Native American Youth Language Fair on April 3.

Small Group Spoken
Language
• “Meat Pie Lady” 1st Place
(3rd Grade-5th Grade)
• Josie Lookout
• Aubree Leach
• Jacee Leach

• Selene Bighorse
• Adam Washington

Large Group Spoken
Language
See Language
—Continued on Page 4

Senior Reporter
Benny Polacca
Features Reporter / Graphic Design
Tara Madden
Editorial Assistant / Photographer
Chalene Toehay-Tartsah
Osage News Editorial
Board Members
Jerri Jean Branstetter
Lu King
Teresa Trumbly Lamsam

Osage News • osagenews.org

May 2017

3

A tribute to Pawhuska’s Sally Carroll
Roseanne McKee
Special to the Osage News

Sally Carroll, who owned
and ran Sally’s Sandwich Shop
at 614 S. Kihekah Ave. for 65
years, died last week at the
age of 100. Over the years, I’ve
spent many hours talking to
Sally Carroll about her amazing life, these conversations
are the basis for this tribute.
“Sometimes when you think
about it, it’s like a fairytale,”
Sally said. “I was two years
old when we came to Pawhuska. I’ve never lived anywhere
else.” Born in 1916, she moved
to Pawhuska in 1918. Her
mother Luz Elias told her father Felipe Elias that because
the Osage had the same skin
color as them, they’d be more
accepted. Her father, who had
a good job doing construction
for Williams Brothers out of
Tulsa, agreed.
Her parents settled in
Pawhuska with their ten children and rented a home on
the east side of town. They
brought their wood stove with
them and slept on mats on the
floor Sally said. She went to
public school for a year.
When she was seven, the
Catholic Priest visited and
suggested that Sally and her
sister attend the Catholic
School. At the time six nuns
lived there and taught at the
school.
“They were very nice. The
nuns taught three grades in
one room. We went to church
at 7 a.m. and school at 8 a.m.,”
Sally said.
The arrangement was that
Sally would work in the kitchen preparing meals for the
nuns to pay her school tuition.
There was no school lunch program, so her cooking was for
the nuns, she explained. One
of her sisters cleaned rooms for
the nuns.
She learned to tell time
working in the church kitchen.
“There was a clock I looked at,
and I knew when to put the
pies in the oven,” Sally said.
At the Catholic school Sally,
who was petite, was sometimes
bullied. Her friend Evelyn OnHand Pitts would protect her,
Sally said.
When she was ten, the
priest found her family a home
nearby on Woodward Street.
“That was the beginning of a
better life for me,” Sally said.
“I got babysitting jobs and
began making money to help
the family. At the age of 12, a
restaurant on West Main St.
called Lazo’s hired Sally. “I delivered sandwiches. Mrs. Lazo

Courtesy Photo/Roseanne McKee

Sally Carroll, making one of her legendary pies.

took me in and showed me a
lot of things…. She was a big
influence on my life.”
Mrs. Lazo married and her
husband decided they would
sell watermelon. Sally was
put in charge. She had to keep
track of the slices and the money and she liked the responsibility. However, Sally’s mother
did not like the arrangement
because the watermelon was
sold outside at night.
One day when the cook
didn’t show up, Sally jumped
at the opportunity to fill in
for him.
“That’s when I knew what
I wanted to do – I wanted to
cook! I made the bacon, the
eggs, the T-bones. I love doin’
this…. It’s just like breathin’,”
she said with a smile.
Sally made $5 per week.
Her mother gave her $2 back,
which she used to buy clothing
with money to spare.
When Sally graduated from
the eighth grade, she had to
decide whether to go on to high
school or begin working to help
her family.
“My family didn’t have a lot,
so I decided to go to work,” Sally said. She worked full time
for Lazo’s, which was known
as a chili parlor, making $18
per week.
Mrs. Lazo helped Sally’s
father, Felipe, also known
as Phillip, get a job with the
WPA. As a result, her family
was able to “buy a house on

Courtesy Photo/Roseanne McKee

Sally Carroll in early days of her café.

Courtesy Photo/Roseanne McKee

Sally Carroll behind the counter of her café.

Twelfth Street for $500 that
people said was haunted, but
it wasn’t,” Sally said. “We paid
part of it up front and paid the
rest out.”
In 1943 George James asked
her to come and work for him
for $2 more a week at The Post
Office Sandwich Shop. She
didn’t say yes right away, but
was eventually persuaded because at Lazo’s she was doing
more and more without additional compensation, while Mr.
Lazo sat in the back and Mrs.
Lazo didn’t come in at all, she
said. Sally was 27 at the time.
“At the time, there were
businesses up and down the
street. The Post Office Sandwich Shop was a beer joint
more than anything,” she said.
There were dances a few doors
down at Whiting Dance Hall,
which brought in live bands
regularly. Many of the entertainers were African American and due to segregation.
Sally explained that a special section in the back of the
shop was designated specially
for the band members, who
came to eat after their performances were over for the
evening – glad for a place that
welcomed them.
After desegregation, the
back room became a place
where regulars who didn’t
want to sit at the lunch counter would go for table seating. They had to go behind the
counter and through the first
small kitchen to get there, so
only locals who were familiar
would do so.
The bigger kitchen was beyond this small dining room
and had the larger stove, oven
and shelves for food storage. A
few local patrons would also
use the large kitchen’s door to
come into the café.
At 30, Sally married and had
her two children, Andrea and
David. After ten years of marriage, things were not working
and she divorced. Sally lived
in a cottage behind her parents’ house on Twelfth Street,
and she and her children had
meals in the main house with
the family, she said.
When I went through my divorce, I’d visit her often after
the lunch crowd had left and
the café was empty. She’d be
making pies for the next day
and we’d talk. I always appreciated her wisdom.
Sally said, “After my divorce things started to change
for me.”
Her
employer,
George
James, died in 1949, and left
the building and business to
a nephew who lived in Greece.
“He didn’t want it and Mr.
A.S. Sands was in charge of
the estate.”
Mr. Sands and Sally made
an arrangement that would
change her life. Sands rented

the building to Sally for a year
starting in Feb. 1949 with the
understanding that she see
how much money she could
save toward the purchase
that year.
In Jan. 1950, Sally had
$5,000 in her bank account
at Osage Federal Bank, and
Sands agreed to sell it to her
for that amount. The sales
price included the building
and contents at 614 Kihekah,
the building just north of it
and a garage behind it.
She changed the name to
Sally’s Sandwich Shop, but always referred to it as “the café.”
Sally continued to sell beer until 1970, when a clothing store
owner across the street, Mrs.
Lennis Wright, suggested she
stop selling alcohol.
“She’s the one who talked
me into switching to food. I
had been working until 2 a.m.
when I sold the last beer, but
then I’d stay until they drank
it – sometimes 3 a.m. So I
began on Saturdays making
barbecue ribs and fried chicken and it just took off like
wild fire.”
Based on this success, Sally
expanded to weekdays, and
decided to have a daily plate
special with entrees such as:
tamales, meatloaf, ribs and
fish. In 2010, when I worked at
the Pawhuska Journal-Capital, her specials were just $5.45
tax included and were offered
Tuesday – Friday. Breakfast,
burgers from the grill and chili
were available every day. The
chili idea happened one day
when a customer wanted tamales before they were done.
The customer was insistent, so
Sally served them the tamale
sauce with crackers, which became her own special chili.
The things the café became
known for continued to evolve
over time. For example, the
pies that Sally is so well known
for, she only began making
when her daughter was in
high school. She regularly sold
out of chocolate, banana, coconut meringue, apple, pecan,
cherry cream pies, which were
on shelves behind the counter
above the cash register.

Speaking of the pie crusts,
she said, “I don’t measure anything. I just throw it together.
I couldn’t tell them how I do it
– I just feel.”
Sally’s was closed Sat., Sun.
& Mon. However, the locals
knew she was there on Saturdays preparing for the next
week and they’d often ask her
to fix them breakfast, which
she graciously did.
She confided to me that one
customer would bring her an
egg from his farm that he’d pull
from his pocket and give to her
cook and serve at no cost; he’d
just buy a cup of coffee to go
with it! She never complained
– just found it amusing.
The café had such a community feeling that local customers would get themselves
a second cup of coffee from the
ancient coffee urn behind the
counter, or go behind the counter and get themselves a bottle
of soda from the case where
she kept glass bottles of Coke,
IBC cream soda, Strawberry,
Orange and Grape Crush. The
vintage bottle cap remover
was attached to the counter
nearby.
The pay phone on the café
wall, eventually the only one
left in Pawhuska, would ring
with takeout orders. A pad and
paper were on top the phone so
that customers could answer,
take the order and hand it to
Sally. This inclusive, informal
way of doing business, conveyed the warmth and acceptance that Sally always had for
her customers.
One piece of advice she gave
me that I treasure was this:
“I don’t ask if somebody likes
what I cooked. If they like
it, they’ll tell me. If you ask,
they’ll feel that they have to
say they like it.”
Over the years, she had a
close relationship with the
reporters at the Pawhuska
Journal-Capital. Illustrations
by one of the more talented
ones hung behind the counter
– pencil-drawn caricatures of
the reporters and more noteworthy customers – including
See Carroll
—Continued on Page 6

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Mark Simms was sworn in by Osage Nation Chief Judge Marvin Stepson
on March 23 to serve another term on the Osage Nation Gaming Enterprise Board.

Simms gives a casino
update and Bills asks
Congress for a commitment
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Fifth Osage Nation Congress voted to confirm two Osages
to business board positions for three-year terms during the HunKah Session.
On April 11, the Congress voted unanimously to confirm Kay
Bills to the Tallgrass Economic Development LLC Board for her
inaugural board term. The Congress also voted to reconfirm former ON Congressman Mark Simms to the Gaming Enterprise
Board where he serves as chairman.
Both Bills and Simms appeared before the Congress on Day 14
of the Hun-Kah Session to give statements and took questions
before the 12-member Congress voted on the confirmations.
Simms, who has served on the gaming board since 2014, told
See Simms
—Continued on Page 5
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Bluestem

–from Page 1

Standing Bear said his administration had planned to
hold public education activities
for all ages, coordinating with
the Nation’s Historic Preservation Office. They planned to
open it up for tribal members
to hunt and fish, establish an
American Burying Beetle refuge to sell credits per acre to
oil producers and assist them
with their Environmental Assessments so they can drill,
create a WahZhaZhe Nature
Preserve to return the lands
to its original grasslands, and
they were planning on creating an Osage Language Immersion Center in one of the
empty homes on the property.
The ranch board has not finalized any plans moving forward yet.

Lease details
The lease is for 25 years at $1
per acre for $42,300 per year,
to be paid to the Nation. The
lease begins on May 1 and ends
on April 30, 2042. According
to the three-page Land Management, Farming & Grazing
Lease, the ranch board agrees
to make capital improvements
in the form of fences, weed and
brush control, wildfire prevention, control and personnel,
improvement and construction
of structures and management
of a bison preserve – valued
at $250,000 in the first year,
and $500,000 in the following
years.
According to the lease, all
revenue generated by the
ranch will stay with the ranch
board. The ranch board is free
to work with the Nation’s departments on grants, partnerships and anything else related
to the betterment of the ranch.
The board has the right
to sublease the land on the
ranch, and all subleases are
required to be bonded, or sublessees must submit a letter of
credit. The ranch board cannot
interfere with oil and gas operations on the ranch, according
to the lease. The board must
implement a weed control program as part of the grassland
management and the lease
allows for controlled burns on
the land, something the board
has wanted.
The lease gives the board
control of the grazing, hunting,
fishing and other general ranch
activities, “whether for profit,
public enjoyment, public education or land maintenance.”
The lease also stipulates the
ranch board have good faith
discussions with Nation officials about “location and sizes
of the parcels of land to meet
these public uses” and those
will be decided by the ranch
board.
The ranch board can terminate the lease at any time,
without cause, and the Nation
can terminate the lease but
must show cause. The lease
stipulates that the Osage Nation Courts have exclusive
jurisdiction over any legal
matters involving the ranch
and that the ranch board will
follow the “Osage Nation Wildlife Conservation laws and the
regulations approved by the
Osage Nation Congress,” according to the lease.
The lease does not stipulate
if or when the ranch board will
distribute proceeds made from
the ranch to the Nation.

Financial concerns
The Congressional Commerce Committee made up of
Congress members William
“Kugee” Supernaw (chair),
Maria Whitehorn (vice chair),
Joe Tillman, John Maker,
Speaker Angela Pratt and
Ron Shaw, met several times
in executive session to discuss
the details of the ranch lease.
Standing Bear also submitted
two other leases for Congressional approval, they were for
Osage ranchers George Neff
and the Alred Family.
The Fifth Osage Nation
Congress voted on April 4 to
approve the lease for the ranch

board by resolution. The lone
“no” vote came from Congresswoman Shannon Edwards.
“In closed-door meetings,
the Congressional Commerce
Committee rejected both the
Chief’s land use proposals and
the opportunity for the People
to participate in the regular
committee process,” Edwards
wrote in an April 5 email. “The
$67 million ranch loan requires
about $2.7 million in interest
payments quarterly for five or
more years. That doesn’t even
include principal payments. It
isn’t hard to do the math and
determine that a $43,000 annual lease payment for the
entire 43,000-acre ranch is not
going to touch that debt, much
less provide revenue for services. An open-ended 25-year
lease on hope and good will,
and short of detail and legal
protections for the Nation, is
too big a risk to support. The
lessons of Osage, LLC, seem to
have already been forgotten.”
The Nation lost approximately $19 million with the
defunct Osage LLC.
Osage Casinos CFO, Tim
Steinke, said in an April
21 email that although he
couldn’t comment as to Edwards opinion about the ranch
lease, he said her financial
information wasn’t quite accurate. He wrote, the $2.7 million is required “in quarterly
debt service payments, which
includes both principal and
interest payments for five or
more years. Quarter principal payments since the ranch
loan commenced on June 8,
2016, has reduced the balance
to $59.5 million as of April 3,
2017.”
Edwards also shared an
undated copy of the Bluestem
Ranch Bids the Nation has
received. According to the
spreadsheet, the lease bidders
included Gray G Bar, George
Neff, Four Sixes Ranch, Johnson Brothers, Fields Ranch,
Rising Cross, Inc., Mark Freeman IV, Brad Prater, Allred
Ranch, Bow Tie Beef, T&T,
Bufford Ranch, James Perrier, Graham Resources, and
four individuals who wanted
five-year hunting and fishing
leases only. The number of
acres requested by the bidders
varied from 43,000 acres to
300 acres.
Gray G Bar was willing to
pay approximately $1.5 million per year for a 43,000-acre
lease. George Neff was willing
to pay approximately $990,000
per year for a 43,000-acre
lease. The Allred Family was
willing to pay $60,495 per year
for a 2,759-acre lease.
Although Neff’s lease was
not approved by the Congress,
the Bluestem Ranch board approved a lease for Neff for approximately 16,000 acres at an
April 11 meeting.
“I’ve been awarded enough
country to run 4,000 steers for
115 days ... which equates to
about 4 acres per steer,” Neff
said. “I’ve been in continuous
contact with the [ranch] board
all through this process ... I
don’t know exactly all the pastures I’m going to get it at this
point and it’s with the attorney
and the employees are trying
to figure out just exactly what
they want me to have.
“It wasn’t originally the way
we started, but it’s something
at this point. The board is trying to still get a feel for things,
and try to expand for the tribe
in that aspect and figure out
what country they’re going to
need and if they want to expand their own operation,”
Neff said.
Anderson wrote that the
board plans to seek immediate opportunities to generate
income for the ranch so as to
enable it to be self-sustaining.
The board’s immediate priorities include securing employees for the ranch and obtaining
the necessary supplies and
equipment for the upkeep of
the ranch. She wrote that the
“Bluestem Ranch LLC currently owns 799 cows, 665
calves, 50 bulls and 7 bison.”
“The history of ranching

has proven that it is a business that can grow in time,
but doesn’t usually happen
overnight. The long-term lease
that has recently been engaged between the board and
the Nation, will ensure that

the Bluestem Ranch LLC has
an opportunity to begin, grow
and establish a herd of animals that will hopefully prove
to be profitable and an asset,”
Anderson wrote. “The board
members look forward to using

their combined years of experience and knowledge in ranching, managing, and business
ownership to help create a
profitable Osage Nation business that members will have
something to be proud of.”

Wind, has been eyeing setting up shop in western Osage
County and has acquired surface leases for 57,000 acres
between Burbank and Fairfax.
Based out of Corpus Christi,
Texas, the business already
operates a wind farm in neighboring Kay County.
Amshore
representatives
met with Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear on Feb. 28 and stated they
wanted to begin a professional
relationship with the Nation
in hopes of gaining support
on their pending operation.
Standing Bear said the official
position of the Osage Nation is
not to support the wind industry in Osage County.
On Thursday, Amshore
Wind spokesman Jeff Neves
confirmed via email that al-

though the company was disappointed in the decision to
end the tax credit program
early, it was still interested in
moving forward with development efforts in Osage County.
“We will continue to conduct
our resource, transmission and
environmental site studies and
design study work, continue to
coordinate and communicate
with all community stakeholders, and work in concert with
potential customers, regulatory agencies and permitting
authorities to proceed with the
development efforts, and hope
to find solutions to still make
the project competitive and
possible in light of the changes
in tax policy,” he said.
With additional reporting
from Shannon Shaw Duty.

Language

–from Page 2

• “Camping Troubles” 3rd
Place (3rd grade-5th grade)
• Kristo Revard
• Anya Bresinski
• Brooke Bighorse
• Brynlee Rumsey
• Meg Rumsey
Group Spoken Prayer
• Osage Immersion
Students – 3rd Place
PreK-2nd Grade
Individual Spoken Word
Prayer (3rd -5th Grade)
• Emmary Elizondo – 1st
• Alex Elizondo – 2nd
Poster Art
• Adam Washington-1st
– PreK-2nd Grade
• Kristo Revard-1st -3rd
grade-5th grade
• Selene Bighorse-Honorable
Mention- PreK-2nd Grade
• Dyami Worley-Honorable Mention-9th
grade –12th Grade
• Mia Jones-Grade
Honorable Mention
-9th grade-12th
Books
• Taylor Rogers-Honorable
Mention- 9th grade-12th
grade
Photos from Top down: Osage Nation Language students Emmary
and Alex Elizondo placed in the Individual Spoken Prayer category at
the 15th Annual Oklahoma Native
American Youth Language Fair on
April 3.
Osage Language Immersion students say an Osage Prayer in the
Great Hall of the Sam Noble Natural History Museum during the
15th Annual Oklahoma Native
American Youth Language Fair on
April 3.
Osage Language Master Teacher,
Mongrain “Mogri” Lookout, watches Osage students perform during
the 15th Annual Oklahoma Native
American Youth Language Fair on
April 3.
Student posters are displayed at
the Pleistocene Plaza. Attendees
were able to view their artwork
throughout the day at the 15th Annual Oklahoma Native American
Youth Language Fair on April 3.
Osage Nation Language Youth Department students pose with their
awards after the 15th Annual Oklahoma Native American Youth Language Fair on April 3.

Tax Credit

–from Page 2

continued investment in the
future of our state. It is time
to ensure that Oklahoma has
a bright future, and continues
its position as a prominent energy state.”

Osage County
Neither of the entities already operating wind farms
in Osage County, Tradewind
Energy nor Enel North America, returned calls seeking
comment. However, Enel announced Tuesday that it was
starting construction on a new
wind farm near Hennessey
that would not be online until
late 2017 or early 2018, almost
six months after expiration of
the zero-emission tax credit.
A third company, Amshore
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Osage Nation celebrates Week of the Young Child
Tara Madden
Osage News
Children were playing in
bouncy houses, inspecting
science experiments, getting
their faces painted and enjoying all kinds of cool exhibits
offered by the Osage Nation’s
departments and entities April
24-28.
That’s because it was time
for Week of the Young Child,
the Osage Nation’s yearly celebration of children it hosts at
the Osage County Fairgrounds
in Pawhuska. Many Osage
departments and programs
participate in the week-long
festivities, scheduled to bring
focus to young children and
families and early childhood
development. The Week of the
Young Child focuses on children ages two years to eight
years old.
“The event has been positive, and I think they have all
learned something and I have
learned something too,” said
John HorseChief, who works
at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural
Center. He manned one of the
booths at the event.
The Osage Nation Child
Care staff along with the cultural center held events at all
the WELA and Head Start programs in Osage County during
the week. A Cultural Trunk
was provided by the cultural
center. The trunk had items
related to the Osage Culture
and gave the kids a hands-on
experience. The trunks also
include items featuring the
Osage language.
“This has been an exciting
event this year, it has been
awesome so far. We have had
576 kids attend the event,”
said Clair Wood, Child Care
director. “Kids were learning
how the Osage Nation is growing basil and learning about
expressions and emotions by
the Prevention Department’s
booth, as well as other healthrelated booths.”
The community event was
held April 25 at the Osage
County Fairgrounds where the
event had many booths demonstrating different Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art
and Math (STEAM) projects.
Volunteers and Osage Nation
employees passed out cotton
candy, snacks, snow cones and
bottled water for the children
in attendance.
There were also carnival
games and four inflatable jump
houses. The Osage Nation Police Department participated,
allowing children to examine a
police car and sound the siren.

Simms

All photos by Tara Madden

Kids enjoying the slides at the Week of the Young Child, April 24-28 at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Children inspect science experiments at the Week of the Young Child,
April 24-28 at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Children examining science experiments at the Week of the Young Child,
April 24-28 at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

The fire department allowed
children to tour a fire truck
and an ambulance. The Osage
Nation Emergency Manage-

ment staff brought their mascot, a fire dog named Sparky,
who posed for photos with the
children.

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear looks at a booth
at the Week of the Young Child, April 24-28 at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

“The goo booth is my favorite, but it is all fun,” said
seven-year-old first grader
Karolina Cole.

More photos
on Page 10 & 11

gress members Archie Mason
and Shannon Edwards.

and yes, we’re going to have
a successful business and yes,
we’re not going to ever accept
that the Indian business is
less superior.”
Bills’ confirmation fills the
board vacancy left by outgoing
member David Stewart and
comes as Tallgrass LLC moves
its business strategy to seek
8(a) contract work with government and military entities.
Congresswoman
Maria
Whitehorn said she is looking
forward to Bills’ contributions
as a board member, adding “I
think we need a big shot in the
arm.”
Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt said she supports
hiring Osages, but added in
response to Bills’ address: “I
want to make it clear that
I don’t do any hiring for the
businesses,” noting there is
an Osage preference in hiring
tribal law.
Bills received a unanimous
confirmation vote from the
Congress with nine “yes” votes
and three absences from Mason, RJ Walker and Shannon
Edwards.

–from Page 3

Congress he is pleased to serve
on the five-member board at
an “exciting time.” Simms also
said “we’re at a critical point”
with pending land-into-trust
applications for new Pawhuska and Bartlesville Osage
Casino properties and he is
pleased with business under
newer fellow board members
and casino management who
are Osage tribal members.
Congressman William “Kugee” Supernaw asked Simms
about spending regarding the
ongoing Tulsa casino expansion project after Simms said
the project is currently under
budget. “If we can come in
under budget and save some
money, that money could go
back to the Nation, but if we go
ahead and spend it because it’s
available, I would like to see
that it is spent, that it’s spent
on things that’s going to pay
for itself,” Supernaw said.
Simms said the Tulsa casino
and hotel will need a parking garage and that will be
submitted in an amended annual gaming plan of operation

Kay Bills

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Kay Bills was sworn in by Osage Nation Chief Judge Marvin Stepson to
serve on the Tallgrass Economic Development, LLC Board on March 9 at
the Osage Nation Tribal Courthouse.

for the Congress to consider.
Simms said the garage is “for
the safety of patrons who come
in because it’s spread out so
much … with this parking garage it will be easier to monitor without (customers) having
their cars broke into.”
On April 7, the gaming
board met in an emergency
meeting to consider amending its annual gaming plan

of operations, which will be
considered by the Congress
before the Hun-Kah Session
ends. The gaming board voted
4-0 to approve the amended
plan with one absence from
board member John “Trey”
Goldesberry.
Simms received his confirmation vote with 10 “yes”
votes and absences from Con-

Also on April 11, the Congress voted on confirming Bills
for the Tallgrass Economic
Development Board. Bills also
addressed the Congress before
the vote.
“I’m going to ask for a commitment from all of you … I
want you to know me before
you vote for me because what
you see is what you’re going to
get,” Bills told Congress. “I’ve
had a long career, I left Osage
County over 40 years ago. As
part of that trip, I managed
to go into education then to
business - it’s quite a journey
coming back to Grayhorse
(District).”
Bills shared the challenges
of working in Washington,
D.C. where she encouraged
the government to use Native
businesses. Another challenge
she faced was “convincing Indians to use Indians” in their
businesses.
Bills said to the Congress:
“I need a commitment from
everyone in this room that yes
we’re going to hire Indians
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one who’d bring the egg from
home for her to cook.
When I came into her café
for the first time and introduced myself as the new reporter at the P-JC in 2010, she
greeted me by saying, “Where
you been! I’ve been waitin’ for
you!” Naturally, we became
instant friends. She thought
of all the P-JC reporters that
way. She sold the P-JC newspaper in the café as a show
of her support. Sally’s was always the place to catch up on
the latest local goings on, so
it’s no coincidence that astute
reporters gathered there.
She went on for a time running her café and raising her
children. Then one day, she
realized that her son didn’t
know how to fish or hunt and
she started feeling that David
needed a father figure.
She began to take more notice of Bill Carroll, who drove
a taxi. He was retired from 13
years in the Army, and had a
taxi service in Pawhuska. He
lived at the Whiting Apartments across the street. Sally
never learned to drive, so Bill
Carroll began transporting her
to and from the café, but he
would never charge her.
“He decided to marry me before I even knew he existed,”
Sally said.
She accepted his proposal
and they moved into a house in
Pawhuska where they raised
Andrea and David.
Bill became a regular part
of the café. “People said he
was gruff, couldn’t take a joke,
but he was strictly Army. He
was good to me and my family
… We were talking about celebrating our 50th wedding anniversary when he died,” she
said.
She shared a dream she’d
had of her late husband. Sally
said she was in the café and
Bill was on a ladder reaching
down to her and he said, “come
up here with me”. She tried to
reach out to him but couldn’t
grab his hand. “I still miss
him,” she told me wistfully.
After Bill’s death, Sally
shifted her focus to her children and extended family. “I
have a daughter and a son.
They rule my life. I have time
for breakfast on Sundays. I try
to cook something they both
like.” This routine continued
until she closed the café in August 2014 after a fall on her
front cement steps at home.
She recovered, but her family
urged her to retire. “I didn’t
even realize I was 98! I decided
it was time,” she said.
I had sometimes taken her
home at the end of her work
day, so I knew where she lived.
After she closed the café, she
said I could stop by for visit. I
would bring her flowers or sixpacks of Coke classic, which
was her favorite soda, and we
would catch up.
Reflecting on her life, she
told me, “To me it’s been a
good life. We started out poor.
My folks were in a new country and a new town. But look,
we all got a good education. I
credit the Catholic school and
church,” she said. Sally was
pleased that Andrea and David had been college educated
and had found successful careers.
“The only life I know is this.
I mean this town, this school,
this church, this place …. I
don’t dream often, but when I
do, I’ dream I’m here.”
One afternoon after she
said that, I visited her at the
café while she was making
pie crusts. I asked her, “Do
you think that when you go to
heaven, you’ll have the café?”
I don’t recall her answer, but
she seemed to like the idea.
“Well, when I get there, I’m
gonna come lookin’ for you,” I
said.
She smiled and continued
rolling out dough for the next
day’s pies.
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Sherman Alexie

Sherman
Alexie
Scholarship
announced by
IAIA’s MFA
Program in
Creative
Writing
Osage News
The Institute of American Indian Arts is offering its first-ever Sherman Alexie Scholarship
for a student in its Low Residency MFA in Creative Writing
program.
To apply for the scholarship
the student must complete
an application to IAIA’s MFA
program. The creative writing
sample required by the application will serve as the student’s
entry for the scholarship. IAIA’s
MFA faculty will do an initial
screening of the creative writing samples, and the winner of
the scholarship will be selected
by Alexie himself.
“Sherman Alexie has been
deeply involved with the MFA
program since its inception,”
said Jon Davis in a prepared
release. Davis is the director
of IAIA’s MFA program. “This
scholarship is a natural next
step and a terrific opportunity
for a Native student writer.”
According to the release, the
judging for the scholarship will
be blind, all names will be removed from the creative writing samples. Students need to
pay close attention to the page
limits because additional pages
over the limit will not be read,
according to the release.
The winner will receive a
scholarship of $7,500 per semester for four semesters, for a
total of $30,000. Of the $30,000
awarded, $24,000 will be applied to tuition. The remaining
$6,000 will help pay for travel,
lodging, books, and meals during the five residencies in Santa Fe, N.M., according to the
release. The student must remain in good academic standing
throughout the two-year program.
Deadline to apply is May 24
at 5 p.m., Mountain Standard
Time. Late entries will not be
accepted. The winner will be
announced on June 9. Finalists may also be offered scholarships. The winner must enroll
for the July 22-29, 2017 pre-fall
semester residency, according
to the release. All entrants will
be notified by email.

Eligibility
All applicants must be enrolled members of a Native
American tribe or First Nation;
proof of enrollment will be required.

Sherman Alexie
Winner of the PEN/Faulkner
Award for Fiction, the PEN/
Malamud Award for Short Fiction, a PEN/Hemingway Citation for Best First Fiction,
and the National Book Award
for Young People’s Literature,
Sherman Alexie is a poet, short
story writer, novelist, and perSee Scholarship
—Continued on Page 18
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Congressional
term limits
revisited,
resolution
withdrawn
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Fifth Osage Nation Congress members revisited a
discussion on term limits for
elected officials during the
2017 Hun-Kah Session, but
consideration of the matter
ended after a resolution seeking a ballot question on term
limits was withdrawn.
Congressman John Maker
filed resolution ONCR 17-13
seeking Congressional approval to put a term limits for Congress members question on
the next election ballot, which
would amend the 2006 Osage
Constitution to reflect the proposed term limits. After hearing unfavorable feedback from
some fellow Congress members on the resolution during
a March 29 Congressional
committee meeting, Maker
withdrew the resolution from
further consideration.
According to Maker, he said
he’s received calls about the
term limits issue and said he
was asked “is anybody ever going to push this again? And I
said I will … I’m just hoping
this will be supported by the
servants of the people, which
all of us are.”
Maker’s proposed resolution calls for amending the
Osage Constitution to place
four four-year term limits
on Congress members. Once
those elected officials reach
the four-term mark, they must
take a “two-year mandatory
leave” from office, according to
the proposed resolution. Currently there are no term limits
for those offices as well as the
Principal Chief and Assistant
Principal Chief, whom all carry four-year terms.
“Four terms times four years
equals 16 years and then you
can sit out two years and run
again,” Maker said describing
the resolution. “I’m doing this
because of the will of the Osage
people, not because it’s my
knucklehead idea … as an elected official of the Osage people
and by the Osage people, that’s
what I’m doing here today.”
This is the third time Maker has sponsored and sought
a term limits resolution on
the ballot since he was elected
to the Third ON Congress in
2012. The previous two resolutions did not pass with enough
Congressional votes to be
placed on election ballots.
Congressman William “Kugee” Supernaw said no one’s
approached him to discuss
term limits and said it could be
counterproductive to prohibit
people from seeking re-election who did good jobs while in
office their first 16 years under
this proposed resolution.
Congressman RJ Walker
said he believes term limits
is a government weakness,
noting the Oklahoma state
legislature has 12-year term
limits for elected officials. He
said term limits may hinder
an elected official’s work efforts. “It seems like when you
get a good one in there, their
term is up just when they get
their feet underneath them …
If somebody is doing a good job
let the people vote him out or
keep him in there,” he said.
Walker said he would probably vote “no” for the resolution, “but I will keep an open
mind, like I said, and continue
to listen, see what other people have to say.”
Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead recalled sponsoring a
similar Constitutional amendment question on term limits
See Resolution
—Continued on Page 13
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All photos by Chalene Toehay-Tartsah

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Fairfax WELA staff pose with Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
after the ribbon cutting ceremony in Fairfax.
Osage Nation officials open the Fairfax WELA and Senior Center. The ceremony was held on April 5.
The new Fairfax WELA and Senior Center ribbon cutting ceremony was held on April 5. Osage Nation officials
and Fairfax locals attended the ceremony.
The Fairfax WELA is conjoined with the new Senior Center in Fairfax. The building was designed so the children
could interact with the elders.
The kitchen at the new Fairfax WELA and Senior Center. Meals will be prepared 5 days a week. The ribbon cutting ceremony was held on April 5.
Congressman Joe Tillman speaks to Osage elder about the new Fairfax WELA and Senior Center. The ribbon
cutting ceremony was held on April 5.
The ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Fairfax WELA and Senior Center was held on April 5. The new facility
contains classrooms, a commons area in the child care center; enclosed playground and two FEMA storm safe
rooms.

Fairfax Wah-Zha-Zhi Early Learning Academy
and Senior CenterRibbon cutting ceremony

Check out the
May 2017 issue
of Native Oklahoma magazine,
featuring cover
art by Osage artist
Mallory Taylor! To
learn more about
Native Oklahoma
magazine, visit the
website at www.
nativeoklahoma.
us.
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Osage women raise their paint brushes
for Family Violence Prevention Awareness
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
There was paint, a beautiful sunset, Ah-Tha-Tse Catering, wine, and the smiles and
laughter of about 30 Osage
women.
Osage tribal member LeeAnn Ammons, to show her
support for Sexual Assault
Awareness Month, hosted a
Pinot’s Palette event to raise
awareness for the Osage Nation Family Violence Prevention Department (FVPD) on
April 28 at the Immaculate
Conception Catholic Church in
Pawhuska.
The event, which charged
participants
$75,
raised
around $2,000. The FVPD is
federally funded and to bring
in speakers for outreach and
awareness events, and to provide food, it costs money, said
Olivia Gray, director for the
FVPD. Ammons, who hosted
the event with Alexis Sutton,
FVPD’s awareness and prevention coordinator, said the
event went so well she hopes
to make it a yearly event.
“We felt the event was a
success and the women had
a lot of fun,” Ammons said.
“The featured speaker, Cherie
Lookout, had wonderful information on her SAFESTAR
program that I hope everyone
shares with their family and
friends.”
Lookout, who is a registered nurse and the Nation’s
only SAFESTAR, shared her
personal experiences with
abuse and urged the women
at the event to share what
they learned with others. SAFESTAR stands for Sexual Assault Forensic Examination,
Support, Training, Access and
Resources. The SAFESTAR
program was developed to aid
Native American communities
that lacked access to sexual assault nurse examiners, health
care, safety and justice resources, according to safestar.
net.
Lookout provides emergency
first aid, health care referrals,
ongoing support, and forensic
examinations to sexual assault
victims. She is also trained on
federal and tribal sexual assault laws and community outreach. Lookout said if a person
is sexually assaulted she can
perform a forensic examination on the victim and when
finished it is up to the victim
whether to go to the police,
have Lookout testify in court
or Lookout can keep the evidence secure and confidential.
“American Indian/Alaskan
Native women are more than
2.5 times more likely to be
raped or sexually assaulted
than women in the USA in
general. That puts us in a
whole different category,” she
said. “34.1 percent of American Indian/Alaskan Native
women, more than 1 in three,
will be raped in their lifetime.”
She said what’s most important for victims of sexual
assault is to report the crime,
so they can get the help they
need.
Statistics she shared include:
• American Indian/Alaskan
Native victims of intimate
and family violence are
more likely than victims
of other racial groups to
be seriously injured and
require hospital care.
• Persons victimized by
intimate partners are
more likely than those
victimized by partners or strangers.
• 48 percent of women that
are sexually assaulted, it
happens by an intimate
partner; 32 percent is by a

All photos by Shannon Shaw Duty

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Paula Stabler works on her painting at an
April 28 fundraising event for the Osage Nation Family Violence Prevention Department.
Paula Stabler holds up her finished painting at an April 28 fundraising
event for the Osage Nation Family Violence Prevention Department.
Osage women paint at an April 28 fundraising event for the Osage Nation
Family Violence Prevention Department.
Olivia Gray stands next to her finished painting at an April 28 fundraising
event for the Osage Nation Family Violence Prevention Department.

family member and only 20
percent is by a stranger.
Lookout said many sexual
assault victims just need someone to hear their story, and
one of the best things you can
do for someone who is healing
from sexual assault is to listen
to their story.

Crisis Line
Gray said the FVPD’s Crisis
Line handles all situations.
“You can call our Crisis Line
for Osage Nation Family Violence Prevention and tell the
advocate on duty you want
to speak to the SAFESTAR
and we will get a hold of Che-

Week of the Young Child
CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Children having fun jumping
and playing in the Toy Story
jump house at the Week of
the Young Child, April 24-28
at the Osage County Fairgrounds.
Children learning about the
Osage traditional dress and
other Osage items at the
Week of the Young Child,
April 24-28 at the Osage
County Fairgrounds.
Osage Nation employee Karie Mashunkashey passes out
cookies and cotton candy at
the Week of the Young Child,
April 24-28 at the Osage
County Fairgrounds.
A child participates at a
booth at the Week of the
Young Child, April 24-28
at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

rie [Lookout] and route those
calls. If they’re out in the field
and you need help, and law
enforcement is on the way, or
maybe not on the way, and you
don’t want to report, you can
call the Crisis Line and the
advocate on duty will assemble everyone that needs to be
assembled,” Gray said. “They
will get a hold of Cherie, they
will get an advocate in the car,
dispatch to come get you, from
a safe space and get you back
up here to where you can be
examined or you can come into
the shelter; we can accompany
women to law enforcement if
they’re afraid to go by themselves, any step in that process

we have an advocate that will
be with you.
“The Crisis Line handles everything ... and from that one
place they’ll dispatch everyone
that you need because I don’t
want anyone in crisis to be given a list of phone numbers and
be expected to call 10 different
places when they’re upset and
they’re hurt,” she said.
The Family Violence Prevention Crisis Line is (866)
897-4747.

Pinot’s Palette
Pinot’s Palette is a popular
franchise that leads the participants step-by-step in creating their own painting. They

provide all the paint materials
and the participants bring the
food and wine. All participants
paint the same scene. The
scene chosen for the April 28
event was of a sunset.
“We chose the sunset as a
reminder for us to bring light
to sexual assault,” Ammons
said.
For more information on the
SAFESTAR program visit the
website at www.safestar.net
or call the Osage Nation Family Violence Prevention Department at (918) 287-5422 or
email at Familyviolence@osagenation-nsn.gov. The Family Violence Prevention Crisis
Line is (866) 897-4747.

Osage News • osagenews.org

May 2017

11

A child touching a science project dealing with sand at the Week of the Young Child, April
24-28 at the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Week of the Young Child

A boy is getting his face painted at the Week of the Young Child, April 24-28 at the Osage
County Fairgrounds.
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Pawhuska
JOM
Powwow
All photos by Osage News

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
Straight dancers line up after their
contest at the Pawhuska JOM Powwow at Wakon Iron Hall on April 1.
Head Boy Dancer Kristo Revard
at the Pawhuska JOM Powwow at
Wakon Iron Hall on April 1.
Dancers two-step at the Pawhuska
JOM Powwow at Wakon Iron Hall
on April 1.
Intertribal at the Pawhuska JOM
Powwow at Wakon Iron Hall on
April 1.
The Hominy JOM Princess Melissa
Murray and the newly-crowned
2017 Pawhuska JOM Princess
Corena Tiller at the Pawhuska JOM
Powwow on April 1 at Wakon Iron
Hall.

Easter
egg hunt!
Osage Language Immersion School students hunted
for Easter eggs on April 12 on their school playground.
Zhin-Ka-Zhi’n Pah Ba-Dah O-Tse-Peh (the children
were looking for eggs)
All photos by Tara Madden

Osage Nation Immersion students pose for a group photo
after their Easter egg hunt April 12 on the Immersion school
playground.
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Congress passes
bill allowing
ENR to develop
natural resource
regulations
Osage News
With a unanimous vote, the Fifth
Osage Nation Congress approved
a bill giving its blessing to the Nation’s Environmental and Natural
Resources Department to develop
regulations concerning the Nation’s
natural resources.
On April 6, the Congress passed
bill ONCA 17-35 (sponsored by
Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn)
that allows the ENR to have “the
authority to draft, promulgate and
implement such regulations as the
(ENR Department) determines necessary to govern the development,
regulation, use and preservation
of the Nation’s natural resources.”
The bill is now subject to consideration of action by Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear.
Whitehorn said she sponsored
the bill to update Osage law regarding natural resources since the Nation’s landscape has changed with
the Nation now owning the 43,000acre Bluestem Ranch and more
regulations will be needed for managing Osage-owned lands.
The bill states the ENR Department was previously granted supervisory authority by the Osage
Tribal Council. It also notes “nothing in this act shall be construed
to impede, supersede or otherwise
interfere with the Osage Minerals
Council’s constitutional authority to
administer, develop and promulgate
rules and regulations for the Osage
Minerals Estate, which includes the
oil, gas, coal and other minerals.”
A more in-depth story on the
ENR regulations will be in the June
edition of the Osage News. Follow
the Osage News on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Resolution

–from Page 8

for the Principal Chief, which went
for a vote in 2012, but failed at the
Osage voter poll. That resolution
(ONCR 11-10 proposed three fouryear term limits on the Principal
Chief) failed to receive 65 percent of
the “yes” vote for the constitutional
amendment to take effect. The vote
on ONCR 11-10 was: 64.71 percent
voted “yes” and 35.29 percent voted
“no.”
Buffalohead added she is a proponent of sending ballot questions
to Osage voters and would probably
vote “yes” for Maker’s resolution
and asked him why ONCR 17-13
did not propose term limits for the
Executive Branch.
Maker responded: “None of the
people who contacted me mentioned or had any reason for term
limits for the (Executive Branch)
… I don’t fear the will of the people
to just give the people a chance to
voice their opinion … I’m all about
being a servant and doing what the
Osage people want.”
Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn said she also does not support
term limits for elected officials and
asked Maker what reasons he was
given from the public who would
like to see term limits on the Congress. Maker said he heard from
people who voiced dissatisfaction
of the tribal court lawsuits between
the two branches. Maker then noted the committee could amend the
resolution before a vote of the full
Congress if they wished.
After
committee
discussion,
no Congress members proposed
amendments to the resolution.
Maker withdrew ONCR 17-13 from
consideration on April 6 despite the
committee voting to send the resolution to Congress with no recommendation.
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‘Killers of the Flower Moon’
– a story that honors our
past and our Osage story

Charles Red Corn
Osage News
During the past weekend, we
Osages and our many friends commemorated our history and way of
life. We did this commemorating
through a book signing of, “Killers
of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI,” by David Grann.
I had the pleasure of attending
two events on our Osage Reservation.
One was at the Waterbird Gallery
and the other was at Roger Lloyd’s
home in Pershing.
At the Waterbird Gallery in downtown Pawhuska, Danette Daniels
served meat pies, fry bread, grape
dumplings and blueberry pie to the
many people who weathered the
strong wind and rain storm to attend the book signing. The gallery
sold 300 copies of the book and has
ordered more.
As I listened to remarks about the
book, those remarks seemed deep
and personal. Those in attendance
expressed unsettling feelings about
the events that history has left for us
to live with. It was such a complicated story to tell and especially difficult
for Osages to read about – those in
the tribe who were so viciously murdered.
However, it was Grann’s forensic
material that he carefully uncovered, detailing the Osage murders,
whether by a firing of a handheld
weapon, poisonings or their homes
being blown up with them in it, that
was especially troubling for Osages
to read.
The general agreement was that
this narrative needed to be told in
this manner. There are other books
written on this subject but Grann’s
intensive documentation on the murders was unprecedented and though
it was hard for Osages to hear him
speak about it they really appreciated Grann’s ability and painstaking research on giving details on the
broader story of the murders.
It seems fitting that on this day in
April that rain would fall and emphasize the importance of this history
that happened almost a century ago.
The setting for this series of events
took place in the middle of the Osage
Reservation. It brought Osages closer
to home and seems to stress the grim
facts of the Osage murders in a light

Charles Red Corn

that hopefully can bring understanding to help comfort why and how this
could have possibly happened.
This book is another resource that
will be important for our children,
grandchildren and non-Osages to understand the complicated history of
our people.
I find David Grann to be a caring
and kind person and I personally appreciate his research that led him to
reveal a deeper insight. David strives
to allow the story to tell itself, as accurately as possible, letting the facts
tell the story.
At his talk at the Waterbird Gallery, David said after he read my novel “A Pipe for February,” he called me
and asked to meet him in Pawhuska.
We spent four days touring the Osage
Reservation, the places, people and
discussing the oral history of the
Osage. Remembering those days
brought back good feelings of our
time together.
–––––––––
About the author: Charles H. Red

Killers of the Flower Moon
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Corn, Osage, is the author of “A Pipe for
February” and various other published
works. Red Corn received his B.A. in
Psychology and his Masters of Education Administration from Penn State.
He is a veteran of the U.S. Army and
resides with his wife Jeri in Norman,
Okla. He is the Osage News culture
columnist.

Ruby Hansen Murray among
Institute of American Indian
Arts’ 2017 Graduates
Osage News
Osage writer Ruby Hansen Murray will graduate this May with an MFA in Creative Writing,
Fiction and Creative Nonfiction from the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, N.M.
After graduation, she will be a fellow at Fishtrap: Writing and the West’s Summer Workshop
and at Storyknife, residency for women in Homer, Alaska. Her essay “Ricochet” won first place
in Cutbank Literary Journal’s Creative Nonfiction Contest for 2017.
Murray, from Cathlamet, Wash., started her
MFA study at Warren Wilson College before
completing at IAIA. She has been awarded fel- Ruby Hansen Murray
lowships from the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, the Island Institute in Sitka, Alaska, Jentel and Brush Creek in Wyo.,
and Hypatia-in-the-Woods in Washington, as well as multiple residencies at Playa in remote eastern Oregon.
She has been a fellow at I’m a Voices of Our Nation Arts Foundation and at the
Jack Straw Arts Cultural Center in Seattle.
She is from the Hominy District. Her grandmother is the late Jennie Mae Murray, and her father is the late Ted Murray, born in Pawhuska.

IAIA
Offering undergraduate degrees in Studio Arts, Creative Writing, Cinematic
Arts and Technology, Indigenous Liberal Studies, and Museum Studies - and a
graduate degree in Creative Writing - IAIA is the only college in the nation dedicated to the study of contemporary Native arts.
The school serves 531 Native and non-Native college students from across the
globe. IAIA is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges -- and is the only college in New Mexico accredited
by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design. Many of the over four
thousand students who have attended IAIA have gone on to earn recognition as
acclaimed artists, writers, educators and leaders in their professions.
For more information about IAIA, please visit www.iaia.edu.

All photos by Benny Polacca

TOP RIGHT AND DOWN: Alfred McKinley greets book author David Grann
at an April 29 reception in Pawhuska for Grann’s book Killers of the Flower
Moon.

Sandra Maker greets book author David Grann during an April 29 reception
held for Grann’s newest book Killers of the Flower Moon regarding the Osage
Reign of Terror murders.

David Grann signs books and poses for a photo with attendees including Janice Easley during an April 29 reception in Pawhuska for his new book Killers
of the Flower Moon.
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Osage Energy
Environmental Standards of
Assessment of Bluestem Ranch
Rosemary Wood
Osage News

All photos by Chalene Toehay-Tartsah

Osage Nation Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn addresses the attendees at the
Senior Housing Greenhouse Grand Opening was held March 30 in Pawhuska. Many of the
plants in the greenhouse were donated by Red Corn.

Greenhouse

–from Page 1

Plans are being formed to include a
flower garden outside of the greenhouse
using flowers being grown inside.
“We have herbs and cactus, a variety of flowers. Fruits, such as strawberries, and vegetables growing in the
greenhouse,” said AmeriCorps worker
Jo West. “People should know of all the
different things they could use herbs
for other than just cooking, such as
make facial creams, lotions, soaps. The
greenhouse is such an excellent activ-

ity for elders to participate in. I hope
everyone utilizes the greenhouse and
what it all has to offer.”
AmeriCorps would like to extend an
invitation that if anyone would like
to donate pots, soil, compost, plants,
seeds, all are welcomed to do so, Cass
said.
Classes on gardening and working
with herbs are currently being planned
and Cass said to be watching for classes very soon.
For more information on the
greenhouse in the Senior Housing
complex, contact Kimberly Cass at
(918) 287-5367.

According to a recent Bureau of
Indian Affairs’ evaluation, Bluestem Ranch is too environmentally
unfit to be taken into trust. Unfit
due to oil and gas production sites.
Yet, according to previous BIA
evaluations the ranch had been
fit enough to release oil companies
from their bonds.
The Bureau of Indian Affairs’
Regulations require oil companies to purchase bonds against
damages occurring to land during
their work. The Bureau is NOT
to release the producer from their
responsibilities until the land is
judged to be fit.
It does not seem reasonable that
a production site is environmentally fit for release of bonding, but
not environmentally fit for trust
status? It is the same trustee making the judgments. It is the same
sites being judged. I suppose there
could be a few reasons for this apparent incongruity.
The Bureau was in error when
their previous evaluations prompted them to release producers from
those sites on the ranch.
• The Bureau was in error when
their most recent evaluation prompted them to refuse
trust status to the tribe.
• The Bureau has no standard tools for environmental
evaluation other than ad
hoc, catch as catch can, by
whomever, and whenever.
• The Bureau has different
evaluation “standards” depending on whether it is the
tribe or some other entity/
person prompting the Environmental Assessment. (EA)
• The Bureau has uniform evaluation “standards” but apply
them differently depending on
whether it is the tribe or some
other entity/person prompting
the environmental evaluation.

Herbs, flowers, and other assorted plants will be grown in the Senior Housing Greenhouse
in Pawhuska.

Senior Housing Greenhouse Grand Opening was held March 30 in Pawhuska.

Senior Housing Greenhouse Grand Opening was held March 30 in Pawhuska.

The Bureau has standard environmental evaluation tools which
have changed over time.
The only ethical and legal reason for the site to be judged “fit”
for producers and “unfit” for the
tribe would be that the environmental assessment tools “changed
over time.” And, it is necessary to

Rosemary Wood

change with changing times. However, folks can get caught in a time
warp.
If a production site is within
regulatory standards at the time
of production, and the standards
change, placing that site outside the
new standards, it would be wrong to
hold anyone accountable. The U.S.
Constitution also disagrees with
this type of policing. They call it ex
post facto law. (Clause 3 of Article I,
Section 9 of the United States Constitution) “ex post facto law. A law
that makes illegal an act that was
legal when committed, increases
the penalties for an infraction after
has been committed, or changes the
rules of evidence to make conviction
easier. The Constitution prohibits
the making of ex post facto law.”
(google)
But, would it not be reasonable,
for the trustee to anticipate and
plan for such a contingency? It’s not
like the concept is new. It has been
around since 1787. And, there is a
remedy for time-warps caused by
ex post facto laws. It is known as a
“Grandfather Clause.”
“… Grandfather is a clause exempting certain classes of people or
things from the requirements of a
piece of legislation affecting their
previous rights, privileges, or practices” (google)
“… a clause creating an exemption based on circumstances previously existing.” (google)
“… part of a law which says that
the law does not apply to certain
See Wood
—Continued on Page 18
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Arthur Valentine RedCorn

Himona Laine Supernaw

William Ross Mundy

Lida A. Supernaw

Congratulations!

friends that have so warmly
welcomed him into this world.

sity, School of Engineering in
the fall. Will is the nephew of
Frantz A. Fronkier, Mary Big
Eagle, Ellen Weigant, Elizabeth Mundy, Melanie Mundy,
Larry Sellers, Dana Sellers
and Carla Powell. Brother to
Thomas and Victoria Mundy.
Will acknowledges and thanks
the impact of Ni-U-Ko’n-Schka
cultural life: Wopila, Inipi,
Sundance and In-Lon-Schka.

fall to continue her studies in
Latin and Classical Greek.

On the rainy evening of
Saturday, March 11th 2017,
Midwife Ruth Cobb, at the
Special Delivery Birth Center, delivered Arthur Valentine RedCorn around 9:55p.m.
to parents Jon and Princella
RedCorn. He weighed in at a
healthy 7lbs, 12 ounces and 21
inches tall.
On his father’s side, Arthur is the great-grandson of
the late Raymond and Waltina RedCorn of the Pawhuska
Indian Village, and the late
Helen and Robert Corcoran
of Tulsa. He is the grandson
of the late Elizabeth RedCorn
of Tulsa, Assistant Principal
Chief Raymond RedCorn and
Louise RedCorn of Pawhuska.
On his mother’s side, Arthur is the great-grandson of
Matthew Parker and Darlene
Hamilton Parker of Macy,
Neb., and the grandson of Alicia Ann Parker of Sioux City,
Iowa, and Ronald and Glenda
Sue Haase of Dakota City,
Neb.
The I-Lon-Pah is well loved
by his entire family, including
his aunts, uncles, cousins and

Congratulations!

Himona Laine Supernaw
was born at 2:17 pm on March
31, 2017 at Integris Baptist in
Oklahoma City. She weighed
7lbs. 12oz. and measured
21” long. Her proud parents
are Casie Renee and William
“Son” Supernaw IV. She has
two older brothers, Nashoba
age 4 ½ and Tashka 3. She is
the granddaughter of William
“Kugee” Supernaw III and
Phyllis Warrington of Skiatook, Barbara Jefferson Lester
of Oklahoma City, and the late
LaCreda Weller Daugomah of
Binger.

Congratulations!

William Ross Mundy (Wa
We-Ci), great-grandson of
Frantz Augustus and Eleanor Esch Fronkier, graduated
from Stratford High School in
Houston, TX, in May. Grandson of James and Susan
Fronkier Mundy, Will graduates in the 7th percentile of his
class and he was accepted to
the University of Texas, Colorado School of Mines but plans
to attend Texas A&M Univer-

Congratulations!
Lida A. Supernaw, an Osage
and Quapaw tribal member
from Bristow, Va., daughter
of Lawrence and Cathy Supernaw of Bristow, Va., granddaughter of the late Junior
Supernaw of Skiatook, Okla.,
great-granddaughter of Maude
Thompson Supernaw, and direct descendant of Kihekah
Steh, received her Bachelor of
Arts degree in Classical Studies from Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University
(Virginia Tech) in May. Supernaw is currently employed at
the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C. She will be
attending Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., this

Save the Date!

–Local Events Calendar

MAY
May 1
Book Event
“Killers of the Flower
Moon: The Osage Murders
and the Birth of the FBI”
OSU – Tulsa Campus
700 N. Greenwood Ave.
Tulsa, Oklahoma
7 p.m.
May 12
Deadline for Osage Tribal
Princess Applications
For more information
contact Chalene ToehayTartsah (405) 933-3174
May 13
Grayhorse War Mothers
Annual Soldier Dance
Grayhorse Indian Village
Flag Raising at 1:30 p.m.
For more information
contact (918) 396-3314
May 20
Miss & Jr. Miss Indian
Oklahoma Honor Powwow
Choctaw Resort & Casino
Durant, Oklahoma
For more information
contact dhill052010@
yahoo.com
May 21
Osage Tribal Princess
Sorority Dance
Osage County Fairgrounds
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
For more information
contact Chalene ToehayTartsah (405) 933-3174
May 28
Osage Tribal Princess
Election
10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Former Wah-Zha-Zhi
Cultural Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
For more information

contact Chalene ToehayTartsah (405) 933-3174
May 29
Observed Holiday
Memorial Day
Offices Closed

JUNE
June 1-4
Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka
Grayhorse, Oklahoma
June 15-18
Hominy In-Lon-Schka
Hominy, Oklahoma
June 22 – 25
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka
Pawhuska, Oklahoma

JULY
July 4 - 5
Observed Holiday
Independence Day
Offices Closed
July 24-27
Kids’ Photography Camp
Former Wah-Zha-Zhi
Cultural Center
1449 W. Main, Pawhuska
Call Bill Webb at (214)
205-7495 for more
information or email
bwebb@legacyfem.com
July 28-30
Kihekah Steh Powwow
Skiatook, Oklahoma
(918) 396-3736 or
(918) 637-4241

AUGUST
August 2 - 5
American Indian
Exposition
Caddo County
Fairgrounds
Anadarko, Oklahoma
More information TBA

Congratulations!
A familiar face around the
Osage Nation campus is retired April 7. Danny “Buck”
Boone celebrated his last day
of work with the Osage Nation
after approximately 15 years of
service. His co-workers hosted
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Courtesy Photo

Danny “Buck” Boone (middle)
stands with Osage Nation Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red
Corn (right) and the Nation’s Director of Operations Casey Johnson.

a potluck in honor of his retirement at the Elder Nutrition
Activity Room in Pawhuska.
Thank You for always being
kind, generous and helpful to
all the Nation’s employees. Enjoy your retirement!

Employment Program
for Seniors available
Osage News
Grand Gateway Economic Development Association’s
Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP) is now enrolling eligible persons in Osage County.
SCSEP is a paid training program for individuals 55 and
older who are economically disadvantaged, long term unemployed, and wanting to re-enter the workforce.
Eligible persons are assigned to local public and nonprofit organizations 20-25 hours per week and are paid a
training wage of $7.25 per hour while preparing for and
seeking permanent employment. The goal of this program
is to help those 55 and older get back into the workforce by
updating skills and providing services that will assist in
their job search, while providing an income to help sustain
them during their search.
These positions are funded by Title V of the Older Americans Act and are subject to eligibility restrictions. Grand
Gateway is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request.
For more information about the program and eligibility
requirements, contact Grand Gateway staff Karen Geiger
at 918-783-5793, ext. 231.

August 3 - 4
7th Annual Dhegiha
Gathering
Downstream
Casino Resort
Quapaw, Oklahoma

SEPTEMBER
September 4
Observed Holiday
Labor Day
Offices Closed

OCTOBER
October 9
Observed Holiday
Osage Day
Offices Closed

NOVEMBER
November 10
Observed Holiday
Veterans Day
Offices Closed
November 23 – 24
Observed Holiday
Thanksgiving Holiday
Offices Closed

DECEMBER
December 25 - 26
Observed Holiday
Christmas Holiday
Offices Closed
Have an event? Send event
information to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
email sshaw@osagenews.org,
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make
sure to include event date, location, email and Web address (if
applicable) and a phone number
where someone can be contacted for validation if necessary.
Deadline for the June 2017
issue is May 18, 2017.

Courtesy Photo/Anna Jefferson

The Tulsa Historical Society & Museum exhibit “Children of the Middle
Waters: The Osage Nation Yesterday & Today.”

Tulsa Historical Society
& Museum opens exhibit
on the Osage Nation
Osage News
The Tulsa Historical Society & Museum has debuted an exhibit that focuses on the Osage. The exhibit will be on view until
February 2018.
The Tulsa Historical Society & Museum partnered with the
Osage Nation Museum for the exhibit: “Children of the Middle
Waters: The Osage Nation Yesterday & Today.” According to
Hallie Winter, ONM Curator, the exhibit “offers a glimpse of the
history and culture of the Osage Nation to Tulsa.”
As one of three American Indian nations whose land intersects in Tulsa, the Osage People have had an important impact
on Tulsa and northeastern Oklahoma since relocating to the
area in 1872, she said. This exhibit is comprised of historical objects and photographs as well as traditional and contemporary
Osage art from the ONM’s permanent collection, she said.
“The Osage Nation Museum is honored to loan materials from
our permanent collection to the Tulsa Historical Society. Collaborations such as these allow for a greater audience to be reached
and in turn allows for a greater understanding of the Osage
people’s history and culture,” Winter said. “The Osage people
have a wonderful history that coincides with Tulsa’s and it was
only fitting to display such an exhibit there. It is our hope that
patrons of THS will want to learn more about the Osage people
and will visit the ONM in Pawhuska. We would like to extend
our deepest thanks to the team at THS for helping to coordinate
such an exhibit.”

Obituaries

Robyn Rae Smith Juby

Robyn Rae Smith Juby
Robyn Juby, age 56, passed
away peacefully at her home,
March 10, 2017. She was born,
August 17, 1960, in Pawhuska,
Oklahoma, daughter of Tom
Smith and Burney (Greenleaf)
Smith Hoskins and granddaughter of White and Rosella
(Whitlatch) Greenleaf, Jeff and
Opal Smith and great granddaughter of Ora E. (Chick) and
Nellie (Dennison) Whitlatch
and great great granddaughter of George W. Dennison and
Original Allottee, Eliza Revard
Fugate Dennison.

Robyn was actively involved
in softball during school and
was an avid supporter of Sperry High School activities all
of her life. She was a cheerleader and football queen her
senior year. After graduation
Robyn attended Northeastern
Oklahoma A&M on a softball
scholarship to pursue a career
in nursing. She later attended Rogers State University
and graduated with a degree
in nursing. She continued in
the nursing field for several
years. Robyn was a devoted
mother to her three daughters
and loved caring for her three
grandchildren. They were the
light of her life.
Robyn is survived by her
mother, Burney (Greenleaf)
Smith Hoskins, daughter,
Marybelle (Juby) Cate and
son-in-law, Blake Cate, sister,
Karen Kay(Greenleaf) Franklin and husband Tom Franklin, brother, John Hoskins and
wife Jessie Hoskins, brother,
Jackie Hoskins and wife Charlene Hoskins, sister, Laura
Hoskins-Brown,
Grandson,
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Madden Cate, granddaughter,
Bella Cate, grandson, Gunnar Young and brother-in-law,
Richard Young.
Robin is preceded in death
by her fraternal and paternal grandparents, father Tom
Smith, step father, Billy Joe
Hoskins, brother, Chad Allen
Hoskins, daughters, Ravyn
Rae (Dean) Young and Kolby
Nicole Juby.
Robyn was very proud of her
Osage heritage.
Robin had numerous, nephews, cousin, friends and loved
each and every one them. She
was also close to her extended
family. During her illness she
continued to pray and show
concern for others less ill than
she was. She will be greatly
missed.

Geraldean Kemohah
Martin
The Memorial Service for
Geraldean Martin, age 90, of
Enid, will be held at 11:30 a.m.
Saturday, February 4, 2017, at
the St. Joseph Catholic Church

Osage Nation Congress
votes ‘no confidence’ in BIA
Superintendent Robin Phillips

southern plains region, and as
such is a temporary part-time
employee of the BIA.
In other passed legislation,
the Congress also approved
two Osage law amendments
which are:

Benny Polacca
Osage News
On Day 13 of the Hun-Kah
Session, the Fifth Osage Nation Congress passed three
pieces of legislation, which
includes two Osage law
amendments and a resolution
expressing no confidence in
Bureau of Indian Affairs Superintendent Robin Phillips.
During the April 10 session, the resolution regarding
Phillips passed with 11 “yes”
votes and one abstention from
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards. According to the resolution (ONCR 17-12 sponsored
by Congresswoman Maria
Whitehorn), the Congressional
resolution is a request “that
Robin Phillips be removed
from the position of Superintendent of the Osage Agency.”
Whitehorn said she filed the
resolution after hearing from
officials with the Osage Minerals Council and Executive
Branch expressing difficulty
in working with Phillips. For
example, officials with the
Nation’s Membership, Tribal
Development and Land Acquisition departments and Office
of Self Governance and Strategic Planning said they had
difficulty in obtaining information for their work, Whitehorn
said before the vote.
The resolution also notes

Robin Phillips

the OMC passed a similar resolution (3-68) also expressing
no confidence in Phillips or her
ability to perform the duties as
Superintendent.
Oil and gas production has
been stalled for two years under Phillip’s management at
the BIA, causing many local
producers to go out of business
or leave Osage County.
Before the vote, Edwards
asked if abstaining from voting
is considered not participating
in a vote due to a conflict. Congressional legal counsel Loyed
“Trey” Gill said she would
not be participating if she abstained. Edwards filed her reason for abstaining in writing to
Congressional Speaker Angela
Pratt.
Edwards said she abstained
because is a judge for the

• ONCA 17-34 (Whitehorn)
is an amendment to the
Open Records Act to make
interest or ownership of
restricted or trust property
a protected record, meaning these documents are
not available to the public.
• ONCA 17-36 (Congressman
Ron Shaw) is an amendment to the Capital Asset
and Improvement law to
remove the requirement of
approval of a capital budget
by a Congressional resolution. This law pertains to
capital assets which has
an initial purchase price of
$10,000, except for land.
The passed legislation is
now subject to consideration of
action by Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear.
For more information on
filed legislation, session and
Congressional
committee
meetings, visit the Legislative Branch website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-weare/legislative-branch

Osage Congress votes on board
confirmations during final session days
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Fifth Osage Nation
Congress voted to confirm several individuals for serving
on several government boards
during the final days of the
2017 Hun-Kah Session.
Board members considered
for repeat terms, which are
three years, include those considered during the April 20
session.
The Congress voted unanimously to confirm Bill Thorne
for his inaugural term on the
Health Authority Board. Other
Health Authority Board members who were confirmed for
repeat terms are Mike Moore
and Nancy Keil. Congressman
Joe Tillman abstained from
voting for Keil, who is his aunt.
Home Health Board members Debbie Cheshewalla and

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Debbie Cheshewalla takes oath
to serve on the ON Home Health
Board on April 13 with ON Trial
Court Chief Judge Marvin Stepson
administering the oath.

Carla Brown received confirmation votes for repeat terms
on the board. Cheshewalla and
Brown received 10 “yes” confirmation votes, one absence from

Congressman Ron Shaw and
one abstention from Congresswoman Shannon Edwards
Brown, who was the lone
board appointee present for
the April 20 session, addressed
the Congress before the vote.
Edwards asked Brown if she
felt the Nation’s Home Health
entity is making progress toward profitable status.
Brown said one issue with
Home Health is “we are always waiting for someone to
pay us” regarding money and
billing. “Our administrator
tries to stay on top of it, but
Medicare is not always forthcoming in turning over the
money.” Brown also added the
Home Health client count has
gone up since she’s been on the
board and said another issue
See Confirmations
—Continued on Page 19

Geraldean Kemohah Martin

in Hominy. Cremation arrangements are by AndersonBurris Funeral Home of Enid.
Geraldean was born to
Thomas and Nora (Bruno) Kemohah on August 13, 1926 in
Hominy, and passed away on
Monday, January 23, 2017 in
Enid, OK.
Geraldean grew up in Hominy and graduated from Hominy High School. After high
school, she worked for Spartan
Aeronautics in Tulsa during
the final years of WW2. She
then got a job with Gold Medal
in their offices, until she left
there to study for and get her
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LPN degree in Albuquerque,
N.M. She received her Bachelor of Science in Nursing from
the University of Oklahoma
in 1969. She worked at the
Pawhuska Indian Clinic as
the Community Health Nurse
and as a nurse practitioner
until she retired in 1989. She
was a member in the Professional Women’s Club and the
Hominy Catholic Women’s
Club. Geraldean and her sister
Jean Boese were honored at
the opening ceremonies of the
Osage Tribal Museum by the
Osage Tribe. At the time, it is
believed they were the oldest
living Osage twins.
Geraldean is survived by
her daughter Theresa Sanders of Enid, OK; three grandchildren, Mahada, Adrian,
and Noah Sanders; one greatgrandchild Norah Butler, and
twin sister Jean Boese, niece
Monica Boese, and two nephews Phil Boese and Tom Kemohah and their families.
She was preceded in death
by two brothers, Thomas and
Bernard Kemohah.

Elise Paschen releases new
book of poetry ‘The Nightlife’
Osage News
Elise Paschen, former Executive Director of the Poetry
Society of America and the
daughter of famous Osage ballerina Maria Tallchief, is set to
release her newest collection of
poems, “The Nightlife.”
“The Nightlife” demonstrates Paschen’s versatility
and formal mastery as she experiments with poetry forms
such as the pantoum, the villanelle and the tritina, as well
as concrete poems and free
verse, according to a prepared
release. Throughout the new
collection of poetry she interweaves lyric and narrative
threads.
Her work has received
praise from Rattle, Publisher’s
Weekly, and New Pages, and
“The Nightlife” has already
received advance praise from
poets Laura Kasischke, Joy

Wood

–from Page 15
people and things because
of conditions that existed
before the law was passed.”
(google)
I would like to encourage
our Osage Minerals Council, Congress and Executive
Branch to fight the Bureau.
Let our Government know
that the people are behind
them and support them on

Courtesy Photo

Elise Paschen, author of “The
Nightlife,” a book of poetry.

Harjo, and Timothy Donnelly,
and more, according to the release.
The book can be preordered
on Amazon.com and will be released on May 11.

this issue of buying back
our land. It is a step toward
making us whole again.
–––––––––
About
the
author:
Rosemary Wood is a former
two-time Osage Tribal Councilwoman and graduated from St.
John Hospital School of Nursing in 1963, the University of
Oklahoma in 1965, and from
Rutgers University in 1971
with a Master of Science in
Psychiatric Nursing.

Broadband

tal and Natural Resources,
Grants Management, Historic
Preservation and Information
Technology, along with the efforts of the ONUA [Utility Authority] and Tallgrass, LLC.”
The USDA’s Community
Connect Grant helps fund
broadband deployment into
rural communities where it is
not yet economically viable for
private sectors to deliver service, according to the Department’s website.
For more information, contact Osage Nation Information
Technologies at InformationTechnologies@osagenationnsn.gov.

Scholarship

1998 Sundance Film Festival,
according to the release.
A Spokane/Coeur d’Alene
Indian, Alexie grew up in Wellpinit, Wash., on the Spokane
Indian Reservation. Alexie has
been an urban Indian since
1994 and lives in Seattle with
his family, according to the release.
For more information about
the scholarship, contact Jon
Davis, Director IAIA MFA
Program at (505) 424-2365 or
jdavis@iaia.edu.

–from Page 1
Feb. 27, the Fifth Osage Nation Congress appropriated a
$450,000 tribal match to cover administrative costs of the
broadband company for two
years.
“In addition to the combined
vision of Osage Nation’s Executive and Congress, a variety
of Osage Nation departments
and others are also responsible
for contributing to the success
of the project,” said Mark Kirk,
ON Director of Information
Technologies, in the release.
“Those include Environmen-

–from Page 7

former who serves as program
consultant and workshop
leader for the IAIA MFA program, according to the release.
He has published 26 books
including his soon to be released memoir, “You Don’t
Have to Say You Love Me.” He
also wrote and co-produced the
film “Smoke Signals,” which
won the Audience Award and
Filmmakers Trophy at the
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Unholy passage
It is with great grief that I write.
Our Osage Nation has now voted into
its Constitution a declaration in direct
opposition to God’s Holy Word!
I am not an outsider. I am John
(“Jack” on our rolls) Loren Sandford,
second son of Zelma (Potter) Sanford,
Osage original allottee number 2228.
Most of the 19 Christian books I have
authored or co-authored can be found
in our Osage library. I do not expect
our Osage Nation to undo what we
have done, and I expect to receive accusations of prejudice or being a hater (this despite more than 50 years of
prayer and ministry during which I
have lovingly counselled dozens of Homosexuals and Lesbians). We have voted. I write because I must – See Ezekiel
33:1-6, esp. vs 6.
The word of God is adamant and very
clear concerning Homosexuality and
Lesbianism. Look up Leviticus 18:22
and 20:13, Romans 1:18-27, and 1 Timothy 1:8-10. The word of God is even
more clear and adamant concerning
husbands and wives. Look up Genesis
2:21-24, all through the Book of Proverbs, especially of marriage between
one man and one woman is a main
theme throughout the Bible. Nowhere
does God speak of same sex marriage
with favor! He calls homosexuality an
abomination (in Leviticus). Sex outside
of marriage between a man and woman
is adultery. Read 1 Corinthians 5 and
6. Refusal to read says, “Don’t bother
me with true words, my mind’s made
up.”
Today, many in mankind have given
up belief in the absoluteness of God’s
commands, as though He didn’t speak
them or mean them as absolutes for
our lives today; or they simply reject
the Bible, no longer believing it is God’s
Word. One everyman’s opinion is as
good as anyone else, and chaos, rising
crime rates and murder in our streets
and schools result.
I know 82 percent of our people believe they have voted righteously for
kindness. I applaud the attempt. There
is a way that seems right, but the end
thereof is death. Our statement and
vote for same sex marriage is written
now into our Constitution. It sets our
Osage Nation in a direct opposition to
God! We cannot be kinder than God.
His laws are all expressions of His love
and kindness to save us from harmful
ways, not discrimination. That is our
sin, judging others who fall. Homosexuals and Lesbians as God does, seeing
the error but loving them anyway – as
He does all of us.
–John Loren Sanford,
Hayden, ID
[Editor’s Note: The vote on March 20
recognized gay marriage by law, it did
not amend the Osage Constitution.]

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

DNA
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by family members through research
at the National Archives,” Hilton said.
“I know they’ve been to Fort Worth
and other places where they house
the records. But, we’ve also previously
hired someone who does this, to locate
records for us as well.”
Other affidavits provided were from
a neighbor and a stagecoach driver.
According to the petition mailed to
Lintner in April 2016 from the AG,
both the Oklahoma District Court for
Osage County and the U.S. Department of Interior determined Brown is
not the descendent of Canville. Membership disputes arose in 1907 and a
trial before the U.S. Senate questioned
the legitimacy of 100 members.
Hilton said Lintner and her family
members do not own a headright interest to the Osage Minerals Estate and
are not eligible to. He said their fight
to be members of the Osage Nation is
not about money.

Living descendants
Stout ordered the DNA testing of
Canville’s oldest living descendants
that are tribally enrolled, which would
be his great-grandchildren; all live
outside of Oklahoma. Patterson said
Bio-Gene DNA Testing can arrange
tests to be performed in any major city
so the tribal members would not have
to travel back to Pawhuska. He said he
spoke with those descendants and they
all agreed to be tested.
“Bio-Gene DNA states they are capable and willing to facilitate DNA
testing to prove with a reasonable
certainty as to status of a biological
relationship between the grandchildren of John and Aouida Canville …
and the grandchildren of Lola Clawson [Brown],” according to the Nation’s
petition. “The presence of a biological
relationship between all grandchildren provides proof that Lola Clawson
[Brown] is the direct lineal descendant
of Paschal F. Canville.”
The Membership Department pro-

May 18th is the
deadline for all submissions
for the June issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!
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vided a family tree of Lola C. Brown’s
descendants, who are all relying on the
outcome of Lintner’s case. If Lintner
is found to not be genetically linked
to Canville’s living descendants, then
Lola C. Brown’s descendants could
be disenrolled by the ON Trial Court,
along with Lintner.
Hilton said Lintner will submit to a
DNA test but she has issues with some
of the names on her family tree that
the Membership Department provided
to Patterson.
Hilton asked Stout if the court would
consider exhuming the body of Canville
and testing Lintner’s DNA with that
of Canville’s directly. Stout said that
would be a last resort. Hilton said Canville is believed to be buried in Kansas.

Bio-Gene DNA Testing, LLC
Accredited by the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments and the
American Association of Blood Banks,
Bio-Gene DNA Testing offers legal
maternity/paternity testing, family relationship tests and prenatal non-inva-

sive paternity tests that can be taken
at home or at one of their sites.
According to Bio-Gene’s website, the
most accurate DNA tests are obtained
from laboratories “who perform no less
than 25 genetic markers testing for
paternity and relationship determination.”
Patterson said Bio-Gene is developing a unique test for the Lintner case.
“We told them what we needed and
they are going to tweak their tests
to run and see if there is a biological
match,” Patterson said. “The tests will
be conducted at one of their sites, the
chain of custody will be determined, all
of the legal stuff they do there at the
collection site, to ensure its collected
right and under their legal standard of
testing. It will all be sent to the BioGene lab and they will run their program. It will take 7-10 days to provide
the results.”
A request for comment from BioGene DNA Testing was not returned.
For more information on Bio-Gene
DNA Testing, LLC, visit https://dnapaternity-testing.com/

Virginia College in Tulsa
to host career fair May 16
Osage News
Virginia College in Tulsa will host a
Career Fair May 16 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the campus located at 5124 S.
Peoria Ave. The event is free and open
to the public, featuring career development opportunities, refreshments,
giveaways, campus tours and a resume
writing workshop from 11 a.m. to noon.
Attendees will be entered to win prizes
such as a Chromebook and an Amazon
gift card.
Community members planning to attend must call (918) 960-5400 to register with the campus prior to the event.
The event is part of Virginia College
parent company Education Corpora-

Confirmations
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is not receiving referrals to ON Home
Health because patients are not widely
informed they have choices in selecting
home health care.
Jerri Jean Branstetter received 10
unanimous votes for another term
on the Osage News Editorial Board.
Branstetter is the third Editorial Board
selection by board members Teresa
Trumbly Lamsam and Lu King and
has served on the board since 2012.
Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt
abstained from voting for Branstetter,
who is her aunt.
Congress also unanimously confirmed Monte Boulanger for another
term on the Foundation Board.
On April 24, the final day of the HunKah Session, the Congress confirmed
Gary Burd for serving on the Utility
Authority Board. Burd, who has served
on the UAB since 2014, was not pres-

tion of America’s national Career Fair
events being held at 64 other Brightwood College, Brightwood Career Institute and Virginia College locations
throughout 17 states.
Community partners and local employers representing Super Cuts, Utica
Park Clinics and Oklahoma Heart Institute will be present at the Career
Fair.
The event will also allow attendees
to explore the Cosmetology and Medical Assistant programs offered through
Virginia College.
For more information about Virginia
College in Tulsa, visit http://vc.edu/
tulsa.

ent during the session but submitted a
Congressional questionnaire used for
vetting all board appointees regarding
their professional experience and background.
The Congress confirmed Burd for
another term with 10 “yes” votes and
one “no” vote from Edwards who said
she had questions regarding Burd’s
questionnaire answers. Congressman
RJ Walker noted this will be Burd’s
second term and he’s been vetted with
other board members in the past and
confirmed for the initial term.
The next regular Congressional
gathering will be the Tzi-Zho Session
starting Sept. 5 for a 24-day duration.
During that time, the Congress will
consider and take action on legislative
bills/ resolutions, the 2018 fiscal year
government budgets and other board
and commission appointees subject for
Congressional confirmation.

