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Osage Nation votes ‘yes’ for gay marriage
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Shouts of joy and hugs
were abundant after the
results of the Osage Nation’s
2017 Special Election were
announced.
In a historic vote, Osages
voted “yes” by referendum
to recognize gay marriage
by law. It is the first ON
election where a legislative
referendum question asked
voters whether a tribal law
should be amended.
“This was overdue,” said
Osage tribal member Jennifer
Tiger,
who
drove
from
California to vote in person.
“The United States Supreme
Court recognized gay marriage
two years ago. This was long
overdue.”
In complete, but unofficial
results, Osages approved the
same-sex marriage question
with 52.38 percent voting
in favor of amending the
definition of marriage to
recognize “a personal relation
between two persons.”
Voters
also
passed
a
Constitutional
amendment
question with an 82.18
percent “yes” vote. This
amendment
changes
the
constitution to add: “the
annual budget of the Osage

Election Board
certifies Special
Election results
Benny Polacca
Osage News

All photos by BENNY POLACCA / Osage News

The Osage Nation Election Office staff, poll workers and board members gather to announce the results of the
March 20 special election at 9 p.m.

Nation shall be governed by
the principles of transparency
and
accountability,
and
the
budgetary
process
encompassing
those
principles shall be set forth in
Osage law.”
Congresswoman
Alice
Buffalohead said the “yes”
vote for the Constitutional
amendment
question
is
the highest she can recall.

Constitutional
amendment
questions require 65 percent of
the “yes” vote to pass.
Buffalohead is also the
congresswoman who lead the
charge to get the Osage Nation
Congress to vote in favor of
gay marriage, and when they
wouldn’t, she lead the charge
to get it on a ballot for a
referendum vote.
“We’re thankful for all

the Osages who voted in
this election. The time for
discrimination
is
over,”
she said.
The Election Office staff and
board members announced
the results at 9:02 p.m. in
front of the ON Congressional
Chambers building. About 20
See Election
—Continued on Page 4

The
Osage
Nation
Election Board certified
the results of the March
20 Special Election ten
days after Osage voters
approved
amending
tribal law to recognize
same-sex
marriages
and
a
Constitutional
amendment regarding the
annual budgets.
Election
Supervisor
Alexis Rencountre said no
one requested a recount
or challenged the results
as of March 30. That day,
the Election Board held
a special meeting to take
action on the results.
Board
member
Belle
Wilson motioned to certify
the results and board
member Terry Hazen and
See Certified
—Continued on Page 4

Fairfax Community Foundation
trying to restore the Tall Chief Theatre
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY / Osage News

Families moving into the Osage Nation’s new subdivision Sky Lodge
Estates cut the ribbon to officially open the properties on March 29 in
Skiatook.

Osage families move in to Sky
Lodge Estates; plans being
made for additional homes
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
SKIATOOK, Okla. – At the
corner of Chief Mad Buffalo
and Red Oak streets, in the
Osage Nation’s new subdivision Sky Lodge Estates, Osage
families gathered excitedly to
receive the keys to their brandnew homes.
“Congratulations to everyone that has worked on this
project for the last two to three
years. In this country, every
American family that works
should have the opportunity to have their own home,”
said Osage Nation Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear.
“Working in partnership with
the city of Skiatook, HUD,
the NAHASDA program, the
Osage Nation, all the programs working together – we

have established an opportunity for families that work
to achieve that role of having
Home Ownership.”
Families moving into Sky
Lodge Estates cut the ribbon
to officially open the property
for move in on March 29.
“To get this far a lot of people have to work together … an
essential component of this is
the Housing and Urban Development program, which allows
those of you who have qualified for the program, and these
are not inexpensive homes,
each one is over $200,000 each,
some over $230,000 each, but
they are within reach of working families,” Standing Bear
said. “With the cooperation
and funding from the HUD,
this is a program I learned
See Estates
—Continued on Page 7

FAIRFAX, Okla. – For
nearly 60 years, no one has
stepped foot in the Tall Chief
Theatre. The theatre is a
reminder of days gone past,
when things were just a little
bit easier and Fairfax was a
booming oil town full of rich
Osage culture and bustling
streets.
Nearly every family in
Fairfax has a story about
the theatre, says Dr. Carol
Conner, board member of the
nonprofit Fairfax Community
Foundation. The four-member
Foundation has owned the
theatre for the last 20 years
and is trying to restore the Tall
Chief back to its former glory.
On March 25, they held a
fundraising event called Art
Market in the Tall Chief, and
offered a tour of the theatre.
The art market was held in a
restored room that used to be a
barbershop; the Osage Casinos
gave a $5,000 donation to help
restore it and it was completed
about six months ago, she said.
“[The Tall Chief Theatre]
was built as both a vaudevillian
theatre and a movie theatre,”
Conner said. “So that there
could be live acts on stage as
well as movies later.”
The Tall Chief Theatre was
built by Alex Tall Chief in
1928, when his two daughters,
famous ballerinas Maria and
Marjorie Tall Chief, were
See Theatre
—Continued on Page 15
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Dr. Carol Conner lead a tour of the historic Tall Chief Theatre in downtown
Fairfax, Okla., on March 25. The Fairfax Community Foundation is trying
to restore the theatre back to its former glory.

Missouri State Historic
Preservation Office holding
Osage remains despite Natl.
NAGPRA Committee finding
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The Missouri State Historic Preservation Office is not
responding to repeated requests from the Osage Nation
for the human remains and funerary objects the National
NAGPRA Review Committee ruled were Osage in December
2015.
Dr. Andrea Hunter, ON Historic Preservation Officer,
said that the Missouri State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) has insisted that the Osage ancestors found at the
Clarksville Mound Group site in Pike County, Mo., are also
of Sac and Fox descent and should be given to the Sac and
Fox Nation for reburial.
“This is extremely important to us – we have such a long
See nagpra
—Continued on Page 5
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ON Gaming Commission declares budget
shortfall; Executive Branch issues hiring freeze

Benny Polacca
Osage News

Citing a budget shortfall,
the Osage Nation Gaming
Commission Board warned
it could curtail its regulatory
operations at the seven-Osage
Casino gaming enterprise
if the issue isn’t resolved –
naming possible commission
employee
furloughs
and
reduced gaming operations as
worse case scenarios.
On March 8, the threemember Gaming Commission
board voted unanimously to
issue a resolution declaring a
$308,117 shortfall in the 2017
fiscal year commission budget.
The resolution then states:
“Unless the budget issue is
resolved prior to May 1, in
order to meet this shortfall,
ONGC will furlough one
employee a week from each
of the ONGC’s departments
beginning on May 1. To
maintain compliance with
the Nation’s gaming laws and
regulations, Federal law and
the (National Indian Gaming
Commission’s)
regulations,
the furloughs will require
the closure of one of ONGE’s
casinos and a reduction of 500
games.”
Gaming
Commission
Chairwoman Marsha Harlan
said the original Gaming
Commission budget requested
$2.8 million, which was filed
with the ON Congress last fall
when the Legislative Branch

considered and set the 2017
fiscal year government budgets
during the Tzi-Zho Session.
The
Gaming
Commission
board and employees are
part of the ON government
structure, including their
budgets, separate from the
Osage Casino operations.
As months went by, the
commission’s budget decreased
several times, and meetings
with Executive Branch officials
led to no shortfall resolution,
Harlan said, adding “the
board is left with no choice
but to create a resolution.”
Harlan and Commission board
members Michael Kidder and
Larraine Wilcox approved
the amendment following
an executive session at their
March meeting.
The budget issue comes
about seven months after the
Executive Branch issued an
executive order stating the
casino surveillance employees
should be under casino
management and not the
Gaming Commission, which
was the prior arrangement
under
a
now-repealed
November 2007 executive
order.
Executive
Branch
officials said the move of
surveillance functions to the
casino would mean a savings
of about $4 million for the
government budgets. The
surveillance employee transfer
took effect Oct. 1 with the start
of FY2017.
Per Osage law, the Gaming
Commission is charged with

regulatory duties of the
Nation’s Gaming Enterprise
including
processing
and
issuing
gaming
licenses,
collecting
license
fees,
auditing enterprise financials
and monitoring and enforcing
compliance with tribal and
federal gaming regulations.
The law establishes a threemember Gaming Commission
board, one commission director
and staff.

Hiring freeze
In response to the shortfall,
Principal
Chief
Geoffrey
Standing Bear issued a March
9 executive memo stating there
will be a hiring freeze on new
ON government employees;
a freeze on all non-essential
employee travel; and a freeze
on purchasing or leasing
non-essential equipment or
supplies.
“There will be no Gaming
Commission layoffs or Casino
closings,”
Standing
Bear
said. “The shortfall occurred
because of two factors. One
is the overestimation of the
income from licensing fees.
Second, the funding of the
accrued PTO (Paid Time Off)
for 71 surveillance employees
(transferred to the casino) was
not fully funded by the Osage
Congress appropriation in
September. I assured Marsha
Harlan we will find the money
for the declared shortfall …
by first placing a freeze on
new hires and nonessential

Gaming Enterprise Board
issues inaugural newsletter
Benny Polacca
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. – The Osage
Nation Gaming Enterprise
Board released its first
monthly newsletter this month
as an effort to communicate
more information with the
Osage public.
The inaugural newsletter
will be released online in PDF
format and can be viewed on
the gaming board’s website
at
www.osagenation-nsn.

gov/who-we-are/gamingenterprise-board
“The
Osage
Nation
Gaming Enterprise Board of
Directors wishes to provide
transparency in all aspects of
the gaming enterprise,” the
publication states. “We offer
this newsletter as our way

of bringing you factual, up to
date, developments and the
status of expansion projects
ongoing and those in the
planning stage.
Construction work is ongoing
to build a new expanded Tulsa
Osage Casino with a hotel
and is slated for completion in
mid-2018. In the 2015 Gaming
Enterprise
Board
annual
report,
Chairman
Mark
Simms said plans are also
See Newsletter
—Continued on Page 5

Osage opera singer performs title role in
U.S. premiere of ‘The Perfect American’
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The U.S. debut of Phillip
Glass’ award-winning opera
“The
Perfect
American”
featured
Osage
operatic
baritone Justin Ryan in the
title role of Walt Disney. Ryan,
who is known for his strong
and dramatic tone, reached a
new level in his career with
the performance.
The two-hour and 25-minute
opera, first performed in
Madrid, Spain, in 2013 after
the New York City Opera
couldn’t pick it up due to
financial concerns, debuted
in the U.S. in the 3,000-plusseat Terrace Theater of the
Long Beach Convention &
Entertainment Center in Long
Beach, Calif. Ryan’s parents
and Osage relatives were in
attendance.
The opera is based from
Peter Stephan Jungk’s novel,
“The Perfect American,” which
imagines the last months of
Walt Disney’s life from the
view of a fired cartoonist who
worked for Disney. It portrays
Disney as a less-than-perfect
person losing his grip on
reality before he succumbed to
lung cancer in 1966.
To prep to play Walt Disney,

spending
throughout
the
Executive Branch. I am
exempting from this freeze the
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center,
Attorney General, Gaming
Commission and other Boards
and Commissions.”
“It was reported to me
the accrued PTO for the 71
employees transferred from
the Gaming Commission to
the Osage Casinos amounted
to $473,000,” Standing Bear
said. “One of the problems is
that the accounting for the
shortfall has changed almost
every other day during the
past two weeks. At first, it
was reported to be $445,000.
At the next meeting there was
a change to approximately
$300,000. Then, at a meeting
with
several
Congress
members present, it changed
again to $760,000. Then,
at the Gaming Commission
meeting it was $308,000. This
last number is what appears in
the Resolution of the Gaming
Commission and this is the
number I am relying on.”
Regarding the shortfall,
Assistant
Principal
Chief
Raymond Red Corn said: “The
budgets submitted by the
(executive) administration in
September prior to the start
of the (2016 Tzi-Zho) session
contained correct amounts for
PTO and adequate funding for
the Gaming Commission. The
Congress chose not to use those
budgets, and used budgets
submitted in July prior to
the transfer of surveillance
to the gaming operation. We
haven’t untangled all of the
causes of the shortfall, but
an overestimation of Gaming
Commission revenues from
fees and licenses contributed
to the problem.”
Standing Bear said “the
overestimation
occurred
by use of previous years’
numbers which had higher
income, but there were special
circumstances in those prior
years which should not have
been considered repeatable.”

Appropriations meeting
During
a
March
9
Congressional Appropriations
Committee meeting, Treasurer
Samuel Alexander discussed
the shortfall stating the
projected income estimate
for collecting fees for licenses
and background checks in the
budget is too high at $475,000
from previous years. Alexander
said a more realistic projected
income figure for the Gaming
Commission this year would
run between $225,000 and
$250,000.
Appropriations committee
Chairman
Ron
Shaw
questioned
whether
the
submitted Gaming Commission
budget was a stand-alone
one or included in a division
budget.
Congresswoman
Maria
Whitehorn
replied

“division,”
meaning
the
Gaming Commission budget
is included in a government
division budget with other
departments and entities.
For FY2017, the Gaming
Commission
budget
is
included in the Executive
Administration
Division
budget set at $12.6 million.
This division budget also
contains separate budgets for
the Nation’s Tax Commission,
Election Office, Emergency
Management Office, Archives,
Communications, Information
Technologies,
Accounting,
Human Resources and a
separate HR budget for
employee hams distributed
during the holiday season.
Whitehorn
said
she
doesn’t believe the Gaming
Commission belongs in a
division budget because “they
have to know what their
budget is … I think there is
some talk of taking them out of
the (division) budget just as we
have done with the Attorney
General because they’re an
independent agency also.”
Accounting employee Leslie
Young told the committee the
timeline of budgets submitted
is also “on the confusing side
– there was one presented
early, it had to go back and
change, by the time we got
appropriations, the Chief’s
office and (former Accounting
Controller Chad Cobb) worked
together long hours to get the
divisions all divvied up, we
came up with a final but it was
still too short for the Gaming
Commission.”
Cobb resigned Jan. 8 and the
Accounting Controller position
remains open, according to the
Nation’s job postings listed
online.
Alexander
told
the
committee “we’ll look for the
money, they’re not going to
short the Gaming Commission,
they just can’t do that, you
can’t just cut the regulators,
you’ve got the National
Indian Gaming Commission
standards they must follow.”
“Regardless of the cause,
we are working to remedy the
problem, communicating with
all departments involved,”
Red Corn said. “Congress has
been included in at least one
key meeting, and will have
an opportunity to address the
issue in the upcoming session.”
The Fifth ON Congress will
convene for the 2017 Hun-Kah
Session starting March 27 for
its 24-day duration.
With
surveillance
employees now working under
Osage Casino management,
Gaming Commission Director
Elizabeth Hembree said the
commission staff count stands
at 29 with one position open. Of
those 28 employees, 47 percent
are Osage tribal members
and the commission has five
departments, she said.

Courtesy Photo/LA Times

Osage operatic baritone Justin Ryan.

Ryan
read
biographies,
watched any source footage
he could get his hands on,
including old films of Disney,
he said. He studied him
moving around and talking.
He also watched and studied
the PBS program American
Experience on Walt Disney, a
two-part special on his life and
legacy.
“The prep for the character
is huge because it’s a real
person, and that makes it more
important to be accurate in
your research,” he said. “This
is a fictional account, so it’s not
a non-fictional presentation
... it’s about what Walt would
have thought about in his last

few months of life facing lung
cancer.”
His next performance is
in Chicago on April 22 and
April 30 at the Chicago Opera
Theatre.
Ryan
is
a
seasoned
performer. He performed with
the New York City Opera in
2016 as the painter Edward
Hopper in Stewart Wallace’s
surrealist opera, “Hopper’s
Wife.” He performed the title
role in Wendy Taucher’s new
production of Rossini’s “The
Barber of Seville” at Martha’s
Vineyard and the Connecticut
Lyric Opera as Count Almaviva
in “Le Nozze di Figaro.” In
See Ryan
—Continued on Page 4
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ON Congress passes
resolution supporting
re-establishment of
PRT sweat lodge
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Screenshot of C-Span3

Osage Nation Congresswoman Shannon Edwards testified before the Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary on March 23.

Osage Nation Congresswoman
testifies at Gorsuch Committee
Hearing before Senate committee;
Gorsuch has ruled in favor of
Osage shareholders in past
Osage News
Osage
Nation
Congresswoman
Shannon
Edwards was given five
minutes to testify before the
Standing Committee on the
Federal Judiciary on the fourth
day of Judge Neil Gorsuch’s
confirmation hearing.
Edwards serves as the
Tenth Circuit Representative
to the 15-member American
Bar Association’s Standing
Committee on the Federal
Judiciary
and
the
lead
evaluator that considered
President Trump’s nominee
for the High Court. The ABA
committee
gave
Gorsuch
its highest rating of “well
qualified.”
Testifying before the Senate
committee on March 23 with
Edwards was New Orleansbased attorney Nancy Scott
Degan, chair of the ABA
Standing Committee on the
Federal Judiciary.
Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa,
Judiciary Committee Chair,
complimented everybody that
sat on evaluating committees,
especially
evaluating
committees for nominees of
the Supreme Court.
“Our task was to cast a
wide net and that’s what
we did,” Edwards said. “We
made contact with over 5,000
individuals.
I
personally
contacted 344 and received
comments from 82. The other
members [of the committee]
did likewise and that’s why
our report is 944 pages long.”
Scott Degan said the ABA
committee is made up of
lawyers that represent every
federal judicial circuit and
they volunteer their time and
put in hundreds of hours on a
pro bono basis. Edwards and
Scott Degan met with Gorsuch
on Feb. 27 and conducted a
personal interview.
The Standing Committee
on the Federal Judiciary
evaluates the professional
qualifications of each nominee
to the federal courts only
in terms of professional
competence,
integrity,

judicial temperament and not
philosophy, political affiliation
or ideology, according to an
ABA press release.
Sen.
Dianne
Feinstein,
D-Calif., Judiciary Committee
Ranking Member, said she has
been reading ABA reports for 24
years and she appreciates the
“fine” work they do. She asked
whether the ABA committee
had a chance to review
documents recently submitted
to the ABA committee from the
Department of Justice when
Gorsuch was the Principal
Deputy Associate Attorney
General. Scott Degan said
she and Edwards sat through
committee hearings and heard
some of the questions asked
by the committee members
addressing the documents, but
from what she heard she didn’t
think it would change their
qualification of him.
Feinstein said the documents
were concerning to her because
they revealed his personal
thinking on “subjects of great
concern,” such as torture. She
wanted to know Gorsuch’s
opinion on torture because
as a member of the federal
government he needs to meet
a higher standard of personal
views, a higher standard than
an attorney acting on behalf
of a client. She also read from
the ABA committee’s report
on President Barack Obama’s
nominee to the Supreme
Court, Judge Merrick Garland,
is the chief judge of the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit.
He has served on that court
since 1997. Garland was not
considered by the Senate for
confirmation nor was given a
chance to testify in committee
hearings.
Sen.
Lindsey
Graham,
R-S.C., Chair of the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Crime &
Terrorism, asked Edwards
whether she believed Gorsuch
had lived a good life as a
person. She said “yes.”

Gorsuch on Tribes
During

Gorsuch’s

third

Screenshot of C-Span3

Osage Nation Congresswoman Shannon Edwards and New Orleansbased attorney Nancy Scott Degan take their oath before testifying before the Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary on March 23.

day of testimony on March
22, Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz.,
questioned Gorsuch on his
experience with tribes and
sovereignty, especially when
it came to jurisdictional issues
between tribes, state and local
governments.
“I’ve had a number of tribal
cases and tribes are, as you
know, sovereign nations,” he
said. “And our Constitutional
order
affords
this
body
considerable power in dealing
with those sovereign nations,
by treaty and otherwise.
And out West there are all
sorts of variations of that
arrangement.
There
are
classic reservations, as many
people in the East conceive of
them. There are also ancient
Pueblos that predate this
country by many hundreds
of years. Then there are
allotments to individuals and
groups, depends where you are
– that sounds like Oklahoma,
Pueblos sounds like New
Mexico. And then when I think
of reservations I think of Utah,
and some places in Colorado
and Wyoming. And there are
variations all throughout the
American West.”
Gorsuch also mentioned the
Fletcher case in his testimony
to Flake. He is referring to
Fletcher vs. United States
(2013) when he ruled in favor
of the Fletcher plaintiffs while
sitting as a circuit judge for
the Tenth Circuit Court.
According to Gorsuch’s ruling,
he said the American Indian
Trust
Fund
Management
Reform Act stipulated the
federal government had a
duty to provide an accounting
of royalty income from oil
and gas reserves held in trust
and its distribution to Osage
shareholders.
The Fletcher case is back
before the Tenth Circuit and
oral arguments were heard
on March 22. A more in-depth
story on that case will be in
the April edition of the Osage
News.

American Bar Association
The ABA’s review of Gorsuch
consisted of hundreds of
interviews conducted around
the country with individuals
who have personal knowledge
of his qualifications, according
to Scott Degan. In addition,
teams of distinguished law
school professors, attorneys,
judges, all examined his
legal
writings
(opinions,
blogs, briefs, articles, etc.) for
quality, clarity, knowledge of
the law and analytical ability,
according to an ABA news
release.
See Edwards
—Continued on Page 18

The Fifth Osage Nation
Congress unanimously passed
a resolution supporting the
re-establishment of a Native
American sweat lodge for
the
Primary
Residential
Treatment
(PRT)
Center
clients
suffering
from
substance abuse.
On March 30, the resolution
(ONCR
16-43
sponsored
by Congressional Speaker
Angela Pratt) became the first
approved legislative document
of the 2017 Hun-Kah Session,
which lasts through April 24.
The resolution is “to support
the establishment and use
of culturally relevant Native
American customs to include
a sweat lodge to be placed into
the treatment plan for the
benefit of patients served by
(the PRT) Center within 45
days.”
The resolution comes over
two years after the PRT’s sweat
lodge ceased when the old
PRT house on the government
campus in Pawhuska was
razed. A sweat lodge was built

in the yard for clients, but the
house was demolished to make
way for the two campus master
plan buildings now standing
which are the Welcome Center
and the Law Building. After
the demolition, clients were
left to find other locations for
sweat lodge ceremonies.
Pratt
attended
several
Health
Authority
Board
meetings and on a few
occasions
asked
health
officials for updates on the
sweat lodge issue. The most
recent update came during the
March meeting when officials,
including Health and Wellness
Division
Leader
Manon
Tillman, said plans are being
made to bring back the sweat
lodge with a new Pawhuska
PRT building in the works.
“I have heard from many
clients and those in recovery
regarding the sweat lodge
being a vital aspect of the date
of recovery from many who’ve
gone to the PRT program
even years ago,” Pratt said.
“I think this has gone on too
long (absence of a sweat lodge)
See Lodges
—Continued on Page 17

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear delivers an executive address on
March 27 during the 2017 Hun-Kah Congressional Session.

Executive, legislative leaders
deliver opening remarks for
Hun-Kah Session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

At the start of the 2017
Hun-Kah Session, Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
informed the Fifth Osage
Nation Congress of several
items his office is presenting
for consideration.
In his March 27 executive
message, Standing Bear said
the Executive Branch plans to
bring budget modifications for
Congressional consideration,
including covering the ON
Gaming Commission budget
shortfall.
“The
Executive
Branch is ready to work with
your committees to provide the
information needed for your
legislation,” he said.
“After two weeks of analyzing
revenue and expense reports,
we have developed a detailed
and comprehensive budget
modification that should be
finished and submitted to you
within days. As a result of this
effort, all funds needed to meet
the Osage Nation Gaming
Commission’s needs can be
provided
through
budget
modifications alone,” Standing
Bear said.
On March 8, the Gaming
Commission Board declared
the budget shortfall after
discussions with the Executive
Branch were unsuccessful
to remedy the issue. The
Gaming Commission warned
its
regulatory
operations

would decrease starting in
May. To remedy the budget
shortfall
and
potential
consequences would include
Gaming Commission employee
furloughs and decreases in
gaming operations.
Standing Bear said two
separate budget modifications
would be presented during
the
spring
legislative
session to “address midyear requirements for Food
Distribution and Communities
of Excellence.”
Also, regarding funding,
Standing Bear told the
Congress: “I am glad to report
that you can increase the
amount of projected revenue
by at least $1.4 million from
funds accumulated by our
Osage Tax Commission.” The
Congress will discuss and set
the 2018 fiscal year projected
revenue figure during the HunKah Session. The issue will
be initially considered at the
Congressional Appropriations
Committee level before the
12-member Congress votes
to set the figure. Per the
2006
Osage
Constitution,
the annual budgets cannot
exceed the projected revenues.
The FY 2018 budgets will be
considered during the Tzi-Zho
Session in September.
With regard to the Nationowned 43,000-acre Bluestem
Ranch, Standing Bear said
See Hun-Kah
—Continued on Page 16

4 April 2017

Osage News • osagenews.org

Lynette Satepauhoodle turns in her ballot after voting in the March 20
Osage Nation special election.

Certified
All photos by BENNY POLACCA / Osage News

–from Page 1

Osage Nation Election Board Member Terry Hazen (seated, left) and Alternate Election Board Member Anita
Fields greet voters during March 17 early voting hours.

Chairwoman Shannon Lockett voted with her to certify the
results.
Lockett commended Rencountre and Assistant Election
Supervisor Courtney Piearcy for their work efforts in coordinating
and setting up the election, which included two early voting days
March 17-18. Alternate Election Board Member Anita Fields
also helped with the election efforts and attended the meetings
to stay informed of the election plans. Alternate board members
serve as voting board members in the event a sitting board
member must recuse his/herself due to any conflicts with an
election.
According to the non-certified results, 1,470 Osages voted in
the special election out of 15,007 who are eligible or 9.8 percent.
On the same-sex marriage question, 770 (52.38 percent) voted
“yes” and 694 (47.21 percent) voted “no.” Also on this question
six people undervoted or did not mark a “yes” or “no” vote. Those
six votes came from absentee voters.
Voters also passed a Constitutional amendment question
regarding the budgets with an 82.18 percent “yes” vote from 1,208
Osages and 252 (17.14 percent) voted “no.” This amendment
changes the Constitution to add: “the annual budget of the Osage
Nation shall be governed by the principles of transparency and
accountability, and the budgetary process encompassing those
principles shall be set forth in Osage law.”
On the Constitutional amendment question, 10 people
undervoted with nine coming from absentee voters and one
Election Day voter.
A total of 1,123 absentee ballots that were received by March
20 were counted in the election. The absentee ballots came from
across the United States and one even came postmarked from
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil, according to a March 20 Election Office
Facebook update.

Election
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spectators waited to hear the
results.
Among them was Tulsabased Henry Roanhorse Gray,
the organizer behind the
Facebook page “Osage Citizens
for Marriage Equality.” He
brought an LGBT Pride Flag
and hugged Buffalohead and
Tiger as they discussed what
would happen next now that
the law had been passed.
According
to
Election
Supervisor Alexis Rencountre,
1,123
Osages
submitted
absentee ballots that were
received in time to be counted.
During the two days of early
voting, 67 Osages voted March
17-18 and 280 Osages voted inperson on March 20.
This year’s voter turnout is
1,470, which is 9.8 percent of
the 15,007 registered voters,
according to the unofficial
election results.
The Osage Nation now joins
the Cherokee Nation and the
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes
as the only tribal nations in
Oklahoma to recognize gay
marriage.

Osage voters check in before voting in the March 20 Osage Nation special
election.

John Tyler-Little arrives for March 17 early voting at the Osage Nation
Election Office.

Special election conducted
entirely in-house for first time
Courtesy Photo/LA Times

Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Osage Nation’s 2017
special election marks the
first time an election is being
conducted
in-house
with
the election staff and board
members handling all duties.
In past elections, third-party
election company workers
aided on-site or by electronic
means. Osage election officials
say this is a milestone to have
the election conducted by its
own staff to cut down on costs.
Shortly after 10 a.m.,
Election Supervisor Alexis
Rencountre picked up the
1,100-plus absentee ballots
kept in a locked metal box at
the Pawhuska Post Office with
an ON police escort. Election
Board member Belle Wilson
recorded the transaction on
a video camera, as well as
the transporting of the metal
box to the former Wah-ZhaZhi Cultural Center building
where
the
election
poll
is located. Voting is open until
8 p.m.
Rencountre said videotaping
the process isn’t required
by Osage law, “but we do it
as a practice to show we are
holding ourselves accountable
and transparent.”
With the absentee ballots
now at the polling site,
Election Board Chairwoman
Shannon Lockett, Wilson and
board member Terry Hazen
are taking turns to verify
absentee ballot signatures

Justin Ryan performs in Phillip Glass’ award-winning opera “The Perfect
American.”

Ryan

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Absentee ballots mailed in for the March 20 Osage Nation special election
are picked up for counting shortly after 10 a.m. by election officials and
an ON police escort on March 20.

using a computer software
program. Once the signatures
are verified, the names are
recorded as those who voted in
this election.
Rencountre said this part of
the process is crucial because
once a voter’s name is recorded
into the computer system,
that person cannot vote again
to prevent voter fraud. She
said the system works both
ways (at the Election Board’s
computer and polling check-in
table) in recording names so a
person cannot vote twice.
The Election Office is
continuing its contract to use
the computer software services
of Austin, Texas-based Hart
Intercivic election company
for this special election. The
ON Election Office previously
purchased
computer
equipment and services from

the company for the 2016
general election.
After the election, the ballots
and other election computer
v-drives

and

documents

will be kept in the Election
Office vault for up to a year,
Rencountre said.
At 8 p.m., the election poll
will close and the election
staff

and

board

members

will continue processing and
tabulating the ballots before
announcing the results. Like
in previous election years, the
election staff plan to announce
the results in front of the
Osage Nation Congressional
Chambers

building

in

Pawhuska.
As of 3 p.m. there are 172
Osages who voted in-person
today, Rencountre said.
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2015 he performed with Opera
Columbus, Lancaster Opera,
and the Mississippi Opera,
according to his bio.
He
also
received
his
Bachelors
and
Master’s
degrees in vocal performance
from Stephen F. Austin State
University.
His father, Jim Ryan (Osage)
is a retired music teacher,
working musician and band
leader in San Antonio, Texas.
He said music has played a
major role in the Revard family
for over 150 years.
In the mid-19th century,
their ancestor Joe Revard and
his cousin Peter Revard were
the Parrish fiddlers at the
French colony that would later
come to be known as Kansas
City, he said. Franklin Revard
was a fiddler and dance caller
for balls and dances in the
Osage through the turn of
the 20th Century, he said.
Jimmie Revard led the popular
western swing band, “The
Oklahoma Playboys,” in south
Texas in the 1930’s. They also
have Osage cousins living in
the Austin area, Dustin Welch
and his sister Savannah, who
are both successful singers
and songwriters.
“His voice was rich and warm
and filled the large hall without
the use of microphones. His
diction was perfect and as the
opera was sung in English, we
could understand every word.
What was most compelling
was his stage presence,” said

his father Jim. “I couldn’t
record during the performance
but after the curtain fell, I
recorded the standing ovation
that Justin and the company
members received ... It was a
wonderful night.”
Justin said the pressure
of playing a character being
seen and heard for the first
time to an American audience
is something that goes with
the profession. He said there
is pressure to represent the
work well, and new operas are
expensive to produce. He also
knows that even if the initial
reviews of the opera aren’t
good, the more and more they
are performed, the greater
they become.
“This is probably the highest
profile job I’ve had. You can
look at my bio, I’ve sung in the
Metropolitan Opera, Toledo, I
had my New York City Opera
debut last spring, and that sort
of compares to this. The New
York City Opera is obviously an
important company, so I think
in a way that was my greatest
job in terms of prestige in level
of house, this was the same,
kind of that level,” he said.
“People hear Phillip Glass and
think ‘modern opera’ and it will
have a small orchestra. But it
isn’t small, it’s a grand opera
with a full 40-piece orchestra
and it’s just a great score ...
objectively, things are going
very well and this is certainly
full speed ahead.”
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ON Congress to
review multiple bills
and resolutions as
Day 2 of Hun-Kah
Session begins
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Day one of the 2017 Congressional Hun-Kah Session saw
Congressional committees considering a sweat lodge, an
Education Fund, an Osage census, a Shield Law, Bluestem
Ranch leases and more.
As Day 2 of the Hun-Kah Session begins, several bills and
resolutions are now up for consideration throughout the 24-day
legislative period.
On Day One of the session, several Fifth Osage Nation Congress
members read legislation into the record for consideration
and those items will be subject to initial consideration in
Congressional committee meetings. Several bills and resolutions
include the following:
• ONCR 16-43 (sponsored by Congressional Speaker Angela
Pratt) is a resolution to support the establishment and
use of a sweat lodge for the benefit of patients at the
Nation’s Primart Residential Treatment (PRT) Center.
• ONCA 17-24 (Congressman Ron Shaw) is an appropriation
bill requesting $450,000 for the Nation’s capital asset
and improvement fund for purchasing medical equipment
to be used at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center.
• ONCA 17-26 (Congressman Joe Tillman) is an act to
establish an Intergovernmental Education Fund. If
passed, this bill establishes the fund to support public
education in the public school districts within the
Osage Nation geographical boundaries with availability
restricted to Pawhuska, Hominy and Fairfax schools for
the first three years of establishment. Afterward, other
districts within the Nation’s geographical boundaries
will be eligible to seek funding awards. The bill states
that each individual award shall not exceed $85,000.
• ONCA 17-27 (Tillman) is an act to establish a High
School Senior Academic Scholarship Fund. If passed,
the bill will establish the fund intended for public high
school seniors attending Pawhuska, Hominy or Fairfax
schools for the first three years of its establishment.
Afterward, other students in school districts within the
Nation’s geographical boundaries will be eligible to receive
awards from the fund. The bill states graduating seniors
with a 3.5 or higher grade point average are eligible to
receive an individual award that shall not exceed $250.
• ONCA 17-28 (Shannon Edwards) is an act to
require the resolutions of the Osage Nation
Congress signed by the Principal Chief or enacted
by legislative override be binding on the Nation.
• ONCA 17-30 (Alice Buffalohead) is an act to provide
criminal and civil penalties for violating ON Wildlife
Conservation Regulations as administered by the ON
Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) Department.
• ONCA 17-31 (Buffalohead) is an act to require the Osage
Nation to conduct a census of the people for the Nation.
• ONCA 17-33 is an act to protect the right of a
journalist to not disclose the source or content of
information obtained under a promise to keep the
source or information confidential; to provide exceptions;
and to require notice and right to be heard.
• ONCA 17-34 (Maria Whitehorn) is an act to amend the
Nation’s Open Records Act to make interest or ownership
of restricted or trust property a protected record.
• ONCA 17-37 (Pratt) is an act to appropriate
$1.1 million to the Osage War Memorial Fund.
If passed, the funding for this bill would come
out of the Nation’s Retained Revenue Fund.
• - ONCA 17-38 (Pratt) is an act to amend the
Nation’s Revenue and Taxation Act to amend the
definition of veteran to include Osages currently
on active duty status for at least two years.
• ONCR 17-02 (Edwards) is a resolution authorizing the
Principal Chief to sign a lease of the Bluestem Ranch to
the Bluestem Ranch LLC Board in accordance with the
ranch board’s 2017 fiscal year annual plan of operations.
• ONCR 17-12 (Maria Whitehorn) is a resolution to express
the Osage Nation has no confidence in the (Bureau of Indian
Affairs) Osage Agency Superintendent Robin Phillips and to
request that she be removed from her position and replaced
with a capable candidate selected after consultation with
the Osage Minerals Council and the Principal Chief.
During the session and committee meetings held in the
Congressional chambers building, those public meetings (except
executive sessions) will be live streamed at: www.osagenationnsn.gov/multimedia/live-media
For more information on filed legislation, session and
Congressional committee meetings, visit the Legislative Branch
website at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/legislativebranch

Courtesy Photo/ON Historic Preservation Office

A map of Osage Ancestral Territory.
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history in the state of Missouri
that spans several centuries
and goes back to A.D. 400-500,
that’s a long period of time,”
Hunter said. “So we have
deep roots there and we can
prove through archaeology,
linguistics, oral traditions.
We can prove we were there
for that long period of time
and the Missouri SHPOs
office should recognize our
presence there in the past and
it’s simply disrespectful that
they will not repatriate those
remains to us.”
In early March, a delegation
of Osages including Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear,
legal counsel and advisors,
traveled to Jefferson City,
Mo., to meet with the director
of the Missouri Department
of Natural Resources, which
the Missouri SHPO is under.
The director said they would
look into the Missouri SHPOs
actions and find out how they
came to the determination the
Sac and Fox were the rightful
claimants of the remains
and send the information to
the ONHPO. Hunter said
they are still waiting for that
information.
“Our office will continue to
pursue these NAGPRA claims
until it is resolved,” she said.

Clarksville Mound Group
The Clarksville Mound
Group is a site in Clarksville,
Mo., that at one time had
10 mounds from the Late
Woodland to Mississippian
period, according to the
ONHPO. However, all but one

Newsletter
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being made for Pawhuska and
Bartlesville casino projects. In
February 2016, the Fourth ON
Congress passed a resolution
(ONCR 16-10) for two landinto-trust applications for
gaming purposes on the east
side of Pawhuska and west of
Bartlesville in Osage County
for the forthcoming projects.
Those applications are still
pending.
The inaugural gaming board
newsletter shares professional
biographies of the all-Osage
gaming board. Those board
members include Simms, Traci
Phillips (vice chairwoman),
Susan Kneeland (secretary/
treasurer), Mark Revard and
John “Trey” Goldesberry III.
Their full bios are also on the
gaming board’s website.
Each gaming board member
serves a three-year term and
those terms “are staggered so
there is consistency year over
year and administration to
administration, The primary
directive of the ONGEB is

mound was destroyed when a
“skylift” tourist attraction was
constructed in 1962. In 1995
and 1996, the City of Clarksville
and the Missouri SPHO
removed, at a minimum, 22
individuals and two associated
funerary objects from the last
remaining mound, according
to the ONHPO.
In 2002 and 2006 the
individuals
and
funerary
objects were exhumed and
transferred to the Missouri
SHPO from private collectors
and the University of Missouri,
according to the ONHPO.
At final count, there are a
minimum of 29 individuals and
two associated funerary items
awaiting final transferal.

The
ON
Historic
Preservation Office (ONHPO)
presented an update on March
16 to the National NAGPRA
Review Committee in Denver,
Colo., on the failure of the
Missouri SHPO to repatriate
the ancestral Osages from the
Clarksville Mound Group site
on March 16.
When the committee ruled
unanimously that the Osage
Nation is culturally affiliated
with the prehistoric Clarksville
Mound Group site in 2015, they
set a 6-month deadline for the
Missouri SHPO to consult and
continue repatriation of the
ancestors and their funerary
items to the Osage Nation.
Hunter, accompanied by
ON Asst. Attorney General
Morgan Currey, informed the
committee that the Missouri
SHPO had respected the
committee’s finding in 2015.
“The Missouri State Historic

Preservation Office stated that
after review, the Osage Nation
was indeed culturally affiliated
with the human remains and
associated items from the
Clarksville Mound Group.
However, the Missouri State
Historic Preservation Office
also stated that the Sac and
Fox were still considered the
most appropriate claimant and
disposition would continue to
the Sac and Fox,” Hunter said.
The ONHPO, in response,
requested the administrative
record of the Missouri SHPO’s
determination process and
their evidence to support such
a determination. On Jan. 23,
the Nation received a letter
from the Missouri SHPO which
stated their intent to provide
the requested administrative
record. As of March 16, no
such record has been provided,
Hunter said.
The National NAGPRA
Review Committee Chairman,
Armand Minthorn, thanked
the Nation for the update
and Hunter for her continued
persistence.
The
ONHPO
claims
the individuals from the
Clarksville
Mound
site
date to a prehistoric period
that pre-dates Sac and Fox
occupancy of the area and
correlates to the ancestral
Osage occupation of Missouri.
Multiple lines of evidence
that included geographical,
archaeological, linguistic, oral
traditions, historic, kinship,
anthropological,
biological
and folklore were presented.
The archeological evidence
also included ceramics, tools,
additional artifacts, historic
trade items, mortuary practice,
petroglyphs and iconography.

to provide oversight for the
Gaming
Enterprise
and
ensure that all operations
are profitably run and in
compliance with all applicable
laws,” the newsletter states.
At the Feb. 15 board meeting,
the gaming board reviewed
the newsletter and it was
posted to the website in early
March. Also at the meeting,
the board voted unanimously
to approve the estimated
gaming distribution to the
Osage Nation government for
the 2018 fiscal year.
Congressman Ron Shaw
said the Nation’s government
will receive $40 million in
FY2018 from the Gaming
Enterprise, which is the
same
amount
distributed
this year, during a March 9
Congressional Appropriations
Committee meeting. Gaming
revenue comprises most of the
tribal government’s funding
to support departments and
services. The Nation is also
a recipient of federal grants,
but that funding is restricted
for uses agreed to between

the Nation and the funding
agencies.
Shaw said the Congress
was awaiting other projected
income estimates from other
sources including the Nation’s
Tax
Commission,
which
collects fees from vehicle
license tags, business license
fees and taxes.
The Congress will consider
and set the FY 2018 projected
revenue figure when the
Legislative Branch convenes
for the 2017 Hun-Kah Session
starting Monday March 27.
The projected revenue figure
is crucial for government
budgeting because the 2006
Osage Constitution states “the
annual budget shall not exceed
projected revenues.”
Osages wishing to receive
an email copy of the gaming
board’s newsletter, or to
provide
comments
and
suggestions,
contact
the
gaming board’s office at (918)
287-5558 or email Gaming
Board Executive Assistant
Mariellen “Mo” Fisher at
mfisher@osagenation-nsn.gov

National NAGPRA
Review Committee

6 April 2017

More
legislative
bills and
resolutions
filed by ON
Congress
members
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A March 14 sewing class at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center.

Benny Polacca
Osage News

Rebekah HorseChief measures fabric to make a shawl during a sewing
class at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center on March 14.

On Day 2 of the HunKah Session, Osage Nation
Congress
members
filed
more legislation that will be
considered during the annual
spring legislative session.
Other legislative bills and
resolutions now filed with the
Congressional office include:
• ONCA 17-39 (sponsored
by Congresswoman
Shannon Edwards) is
an act to appropriate
$26,200 to the Legislative
Branch for costs to
publish the Osage Nation
law code. If passed, the
funding would come out
of the Nation’s general
fund in the Treasury,
according to the bill.
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Deborah Yates sews a shawl during a March 14 sewing class at the WahZha-Zhi Cultural Center.

Chalene Toehay-Tartsah sews an Osage dance shirt during a March 14
sewing class at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center.
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A layout of how to properly start a pair of moccasins is displayed on the
wall at the Wah-Zha-Zhe Cultural Center.

Herman Sleeper gives instructions on how to properly start a pair of
moccasins at the Wah-Zha-Zhe Cultural Center on March 6.
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• ONCA 17-42 (Edwards)
is an act to establish the
official holidays of the
Osage Nation in tribal law.

The Wah-Zha-Zhe Cultural Center started their Spring Community
Classes on March 6. Approximately 10 students participated in the Moccasin Making Class.

The Wah-Zha-Zhe Cultural Center started their Spring Community
Classes on March 6. Approximately 10 students participated in the Moccasin Making Class.

• ONCA 17-32 (Alice
Buffalohead) is an act
to impose civil fines on
people banned from Osage
Casinos when they violate
the ban by reappearing
on casino property.

Osage Nation Museum Curator
selected for fellowship

• ONCR 17-13 (John
Maker) is a resolution
to ask Osage voters a
Constitutional amendment
question of whether there
should be term limits
for ON Congressional
members. The proposed
amendment language
states: “A person elected to
(Congress) shall be limited
to four full consecutive
terms in office plus any
initial partial term fulfilled
as the result of a vacancy.”
The proposed amendment
also calls for a two-year
mandatory leave from the
Congress after the initial
four terms before a person
is eligible for four more full
consecutive terms in office.

Osage News

sential to tribal museum op-

Osage Nation Museum Curator Hallie Winter has won
a travel fellowship to attend
the American Alliance of Museums Annual Meeting and
Museum Expo in St. Louis,
Mo., from May 7-10.
“I am proud to be going
there to represent not only
the Osage Museum but tribal
museums in general,” Winter said in a press release. “I
think a lot of times with national museum organizations,
it’s easy for smaller museums
and especially tribal museums to get lost in the shuffle.”
The $750 AAM travel fellowship is highly competitive
and required an essay about
why it was important for her
to attend. She said attending
the event is critical to the progressive development of the
museum’s efforts to become
fully accredited by the AAM.
She is scheduled to present at
the Museum Expo and the ti-

erations and survival. Tribal

• ONCA 17-40 (Edwards)
is an act to establish a
Museum Collection Fund
for construction, storage
and maintenance of Osage
Nation Museum gallery
and collection pieces.
According to the bill,
the fund will comprise
funding appropriated by
Congress and monetary
donations from any
person, organization,
group, corporation or
association. The Congress
will match all monetary
donations to the fund on
an annual basis subject to
the availability of funds
in the Nation’s Treasury.
• ONCA 17-43 (Edwards)
is an act to authorize and
appropriate $2.5 million
to the Museum Collection
Fund proposed in ONCA
17-40. If passed, the bill
states the funding would
come from the Nation’s
Retained Revenue Fund.
• ONCA 17-41 (Edwards) is
an act to establish land use
and zoning in Osage law.

• ONCR 17-14 (Ron Shaw)
is a resolution to authorize
and approve execution of
a contract for treatment
services or other integrated services with the
State of Oklahoma DepartSee Day 2
—Continued on Page 13

museums must combat many
of these issues: diversity in
representation;

equity

in

point of view; accessibility in
content; and inclusion in story-telling.”
In

addition

to

valuable

Courtesy Photo/Charish Toehay

networking and information,

Thomasina Rose Goodeagle
was crowned the 2017 Denver
March Princess on March 26.

Winter will be presenting at
the annual meeting and expo
about her experiences as the
Hallie Winter

tle of her presentation is: Museum Rehab: Starting Over at
the Osage Nation Museum.
Winter said this year’s Museum Expo theme is, “Gateways for Understanding:
Diversity, Equity, Accessibility and Inclusion at museums.”
In her essay she wrote,
“I believe [the theme] is es-

curator of ONM and how she
and her staff have creatively

Goodeagle Crowned
Denver March Princess

maximized limited resources

Osage News

to update the museum and ef-

Anadarko
resident
Thomasina Rose Goodeagle was crowned the
2017 Denver March Powwow Princess on Sunday,
March 26 at the annual
Denver March Powwow.
She represents the Osage

fectively preserve and protect
the museum’s unique collections, according to the release.
For more information about
the Osage Nation Museum
and its exhibits, visit their
website at: https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/museum

See Goodeagle
—Continued on Page 18
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two weeks ago when I was in
Washington D.C., is scheduled
for elimination by the fed government next year. This program assists working families
in achieving their dream of
home ownership.”
The Nation broke ground
on the 15-home subdivision
in February 2016. The rental
and rent-to-own subdivision
is located off Lenapah Avenue south of State Highway
20. The 15 homes are a mix of
three- and four-bedroom housing units and were constructed
with federal NAHASDA grant
money awarded to the Nation.
“I’m very honored to be out
here, been waiting for a long
time to get our own house
and it’s finally here - so it’s a
dream come true,” said Bobby
Unap, who qualified with his
wife Regan for a four-bedroom
home with their five children.
“Thank you very much for all
the work that everyone put
into it. I’m really thankful the
Osage Nation was able to help
out and be a part of this. We
worked really hard with the
Nation in getting the right
house and this is the right
house for us.”
First-time
homeowners,
James and Ashley Cosby, said
they were ecstatic when they
found out they had been chosen to own a new four-bedroom
home. They have three children, two boys and a girl.
“It’s beautiful and it’s roomy
and we’re just so grateful and
blessed,” Ashley said. “All of
our kids are going to have
their own room.”
Standing Bear pointed to
open areas of grassland on
the property and said they
are planning more homes for
the area. He said the location
of Skiatook, which is roughly
15 minutes from downtown
Tulsa, is a good location for
those Osages who work in Tulsa and who still maintain ties
with their Osage history and
culture.
“We need more housing like
this, this is not free housing,”
Standing Bear said. “Everyone
who is going in here qualified
with credit scores to get this
housing. The partnership that
it took to get here should not
be destroyed … the leadership
of the Osage Nation will tell
this to Washington D.C.”
The Native American-owned
architectural design firm Blue
Star Studio Inc. developed the
housing plans, which have
been described as affordable,
energy-efficient,
handicapaccessible and equipped with
covered carports and storm
shelters. Osage interior designer Chad Renfro designed
the interior of the homes and
Jenks-based, Native American-owned Maska Builders
oversaw construction.
Ashley Cosby said they applied for a home two years ago
with the Nation and when Sky
Lodge Estates became a reality they applied for one of the
homes and kept updating their
application in hopes of getting
a home. They received word
about two weeks ago they had
received a home.
“We’ll probably move in this
weekend. We’re really excited!” she said.
Marilyn Booth, first-time
homeowner, received the keys
to her new three-bedroom
home she will live in with her
son Athen and held back tears.
“I want to thank you guys
for everything, everything’s
beautiful, we’re excited to get
our house and thank you for
the opportunity and we’re very
appreciative,” she said.
The ON housing program
can be reached at (918) 2875310. For more information on
housing and to download applications, go online to: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-wedo/housing

More photos
on page 8

Street signs with the Osage orthography are present in the Osage Nation’s Sky Lodge Estates in Skiatook.

National
Native CrisisLine launches
for Native
American
survivors
of domestic
violence
and dating
violence
Osage News

Bobby Unap shakes Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear’s hand as he is handed the keys to his
new four-bedroom home on March 29 in Skiatook.

Marilyn Booth accepts the keys to her new three-bedroom home in Sky Lodge Estates in Skiatook on March 29.

The Unap family and Booth family will be moving into their new homes in the Osage Nation’s Sky Lodge Estates
which opened on March 29 in Skiatook.

StrongHearts
Native
Helpline is a first-of-its-kind
national crisis-line specifically
for Native American survivors
of domestic violence and dating
violence.
“The reality is that so
many
of
our
American
Indian and Alaska Native
people experience domestic
violence and dating violence
every day,” said Lucy Rain
Simpson, executive director
of
National
Indigenous
Women’s Resource Center and
a citizen of Navajo Nation in
a news release. “It has never
been more evident that our
Native people need a Native
helpline to support efforts to
restore power and safety in
our tribal communities. The
StrongHearts Native Helpline
is ready to answer that call.”
All
services
available
through the helpline are
confidential and available
by dialing 1-844-7NATIVE
(1-844-762-8483)
Monday
through Friday, from 9 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. CST. Callers after
hours will have the option
to connect with the National
Domestic Violence Hotline or
to call back the next business
day.
Native survivors can connect
at no cost, one-on-one, with
knowledgeable StrongHearts
advocates who will provide
support, assist with safety
planning and connect them
with resources based on their
specific
tribal
affiliation,
community
location
and
culture, according to release.
Native American survivors
of domestic violence and dating
violence now make up more
than 84 percent of the entire
U.S. Native population. The
StrongHearts Native Helpline
was created by and for Native
Americans who, compared to
all other races in the U.S., are
twice as likely to experience
rape or sexual assault, two
and a half times more likely
to experience violent crimes
and five times more likely
to be victims of homicide in
their lifetimes. Even though
a staggering four in five
experience violence, Native
Americans have historically
lacked access to services,
according to the release.
Initially,
StrongHearts
will focus efforts on providing
services to survivors who live
in Kansas, Nebraska and
Oklahoma, which combined
make up more than 12.5
percent of the country’s entire
Native American population,
according to the release.
For more information visit
www.strongheartshelpline.
org or email at info@
strongheartshelpline.org.
The crisis line may be
reached at Osage Nation 24
Hour Crisis Line (866) 8974747
See Crisis-Line
—Continued on Page 13
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ON Congress files lawsuit
over building leased for
Skiatook WELA
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The Osage Nation Congress
has filed a civil suit against
a Creek County couple who
signed a five-year lease
agreement with the Nation
for a building in Skiatook.
The building is currently
being used as the Skiatook
Essentially Kids Wah-ZhaZhi Early Learning Academy
(WELA).
The Congress claims the
leasing of the building is not
valid because they did not
authorize, agree to or issue
the funds for the agreement.
According to the complaint,
Principal
Chief
Geoffrey
Standing Bear acted “in excess
of his authority” when he
signed the lease agreement
with David and Phyllys Nowlin
on June 28, 2016.
According to the lease, the
building is located at 205 S.
Hominy in Skiatook and is
approximately 3,295 square
feet. The Nation also paid
$250,000 up front and is
responsible for all the taxes
on the building, including the
upkeep and maintenance.
According to the complaint,
“There is no value noted in
the lease based on the square
footage of the building nor any
other factor.”
The lawsuit, Angela Pratt
v. David L. Nowlin, Phyllys
L. Nowlin, and Brad Hilton,
Hilton Law Office (2017),
was filed in Osage Nation
Trial Court on Jan. 17. The
Congress is being represented
by Tulsa-based attorney Mark
Lyons, who represented the
Fourth Osage Nation Congress
in the removal trial of former
Principal Chief John Red
Eagle.

Treasurer
According

to

a

letter

from ON Treasurer Samuel
Alexander to ON Attorney
General Holli Wells on Jan.
31, the Congress appropriated
$8,318,343 for the Division of
Education and Early Learning
Services, including $3,476,552
for salaries and wages on April
20, 2016.
In June of 2016, there was
a projected budget variance
in the amount of $1,039,538
in the WELA Year End
Savings. The $250,000 lease
payment to the Nowlins was
well under the 10 percent
line item restriction found
in the Treasury Act, and was
transferred into the Occupancy
line item for payment of the
lease. According to Alexander’s
letter, lease payments are
an allowable expense for
Occupancy,
according
to
the Budget Definitions Law
in place at the time of the
transaction.

Relief
According to the Congress’
complaint,
Skiatook-based
attorney Brad Hilton, of
Hilton Law Office, holds the
General Warranty Deed to
the building and the Congress
is asking the Trial Court to
order Hilton to deliver the
deed to the Congress. For
relief, the Congress wants the
lease agreement rescinded, the
Nowlins to pay back the money
for the lease, attorney fees,
court costs and any other costs
associated with the lawsuit.
They also want the Trial Court
to declare that “only the Osage
Nation Congress can authorize
or delegate the authority to
purchase, lease and/or sell real
property for or by the Osage
Nation, and only after funds
for such lease purchase have
been duly properly requested
and appropriated by an act of
Congress.”

Courtesy Photo/Alicia Sanchez

The Skiatook Essentially Kids WELA facility is at the heart of a recent Osage Nation lawsuit.

Attorney General
AG Wells sent a letter to
Standing Bear’s general counsel, Terry Mason Moore, about
the lease agreement for the
Skiatook WELA on Feb. 2. The
letter stipulates that Standing Bear spoke with her and
First Assistant Attorney General Clint Patterson before he
signed the lease agreement.
She writes in the letter that
Standing Bear informed her
and Patterson that he knew
of a building that would work
perfectly for a WELA facility
and had become available “due
to the building owner’s medical situation.” Standing Bear
said there was $250,000 left
in the WELA program budget
available for the lease agreement, and that because the
owner was facing immediate
medical costs the Nation could
lease the building immediately
and pay up front.
Wells wrote her opinion and
told Standing Bear “that he
was able to proceed with the
transaction.”
“I want to add the Chief
has been fully cooperative and
transparent on all aspects of
this transaction,” she wrote.
“Also, the Chief was acting
upon my advice and his actions were covered under the

then existing ‘safe harbor’ provisions of the Attorney General Act.”
Standing Bear said in an
Oct. 16, 2016 email to the
ON Congress, that there was
absolutely nothing improper
about the transaction.
“The availability of this
building unexpectedly came
up during the summer and
we were told that the owner
needed immediate cancer surgery and she would not be able
to keep her daycare open. Our
very capable WELA Director
Melvina Prather inspected the
building, other inspections occurred, and this building was
deemed perfect for the Skiatook WELA,” he wrote in the
email. “No one at Osage Nation, including myself, personally gained any money
or favor. Only the children,
parents, caregivers, and the
Osage Nation benefitted from
this transaction.”

Reconsider
According to the Congress’
complaint, if the Executive
Branch were to present the
lease agreement to the Congress, ask for the money and
allow for the inspection and
appraisal of the property,
then the Congress would consider funding the agreement.

“Should that occur, then the
contract should be reformed
to note the execution of such
document by the appropriate
person and that it has been
duly approved and funded by
the Osage Congress.”
The
Skiatook
WELA
currently serves 50 children,
all from the Skiatook area,
and is open Monday through
Friday from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
There are currently about 60
children on the waiting list,
according to Prather.
Representing the Nowlins
is Tulsa-based attorney Jeff
McGrew. He filed a motion to
dismiss on Feb. 10 for lack of
jurisdiction. According to the
motion, the Congress cannot
sue the Nowlins because both
parties to the lease, the Nowlins and the Nation, have not
violated the terms of the lease.
The motion also states that
the Congress cannot declare
there is a valid lease and then
contradict themselves and say
there isn’t a valid lease in the
same filing.
ON Trial Court Associate
Judge Lee Stout is scheduled
to hear the case. A date and
time for a hearing has not
yet been scheduled by Judge
Stout. Check back to www.
osagenews.org for updates on
the case.

The Unap Family in front of their new home in the Osage Nation’s Sky Lodge Estates in Skiatook on March 29.
From Left: Robert, Jewell, Regan (mom), Laura, Bobby (dad), Joe and Chance.

How to submit a Letter to the Editor

Marilyn Booth and her son Athen in front of their new three-bedroom home in the Osage Nation’s Sky Lodge
Estates in Skiatook on March 29.

If you would like to submit
a letter to the editor, please
mail it to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty,
619 Kihekah, Pawhuska,
OK 74056 or send email to
sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and
informative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar,
clarity and space.
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A student at the Fairfax WELA works on coloring her self-portrait.

Osage mother and
daughter creating
large paintings for
WELA facilities and
Immersion School
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
FAIRFAX, Okla. – Wendy
Ponca knelt on the brandnew floor of the newly-opened
Fairfax Wah-Zha-Zhi Early
Learning Academy on March
30 to trace the tiny body of one
of its students for a painting she
and her daughter Alexandra
Ponca Stock will be painting
for the facility. The boy laid
still as she carefully traced
around his fingers. When she
was finished, he jumped up
and grabbed markers to draw
a face on his big sheet of paper.
“This will be historic because
these are the first kids of these
classes, of our WELAs, and
immersion program,” Ponca
said, who has grandchildren
in the Osage Language
Immersion School. “We have
pictures of our elders in the
Osage Nation Museum and
this is kind of the new thing,
where we have pictures of the
children, so when they grow up
to be grandparents they can
take their kids to the painting

and say look, this is me when I
was a small child when I was
learning Osage again.”
Ponca, a well-known artist
throughout Indian County,
and Ponca Stock, a rising and
accomplished artist in her own
right, will be working through
the month of April on five
large paintings to go into the
Fairfax, Hominy, Pawhuska
and Skiatook Wah-Zha-Zhi
Early Learning Academies
(WELA) and the Immersion
School in Pawhuska. She said
the paintings will be finished
by May 10.
They will use acrylic paint
on 8 feet by 5 feet canvases and
each will be a portrait of the
children in that facility. Ponca
said the Nation asked for large
paintings instead of murals
because in case new buildings
are built for the WELAs the
paintings can be transferred.
She said the children’s
Osage names, clans, the
Osage language orthography,
Osage traditional dress, all
will be incorporated into the
paintings. If the families of

Osage artist Wendy Ponca shows Debra Atterberry her studio and the
large canvases she and her daughter will be working on.

All photos by Shannon Shaw Duty

Osage artist Wendy Ponca traces
around a student at the Fairfax
Wah-Zha-Zhi
Early
Learning
Academy on March 30.

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Osage owned and operated,
The Million Dollar Inn is the
dream of Cheryl Potts.
The two-story “old Tolson
House” is located on Grandview, across the street from
the Osage Nation Museum.
Potts said she spent her inheritance renovating the fourbedroom house to make each
bedroom a Bed & Bath suite
equipped with a kitchenette,
full bath and rooms that come
with DirecTV and free WiFi.
“I started out slow, but when
Ree Drummond’s place opened
– boom,” she said. “I’ve had
visitors from all over the country stay here, as well as production crews who are here to
film her Food Network show.”
Potts, who is a retired mother of six living in Sand Springs
with her husband, is an avid
collector. The house is full of
antiques and touches of Osage
style. The beds are big and
luxurious and she spared no
expense on comfort. “The beds
and pillows are my favorite,”
she said.
She’s been open for business
since March of 2016. Prices
start at $129 to $159 a night,
but she’s negotiable if guests
aren’t planning to cook.
“Each bedroom has a lock
and key, it’s private,” she said.
“Let’s say you have family coming in for Christmas, they can
rent the whole house and stay

here and have their Christmas
party here if they wanted to.”
The view from the windows
overlook the town and she is
currently working on turning a
ceiling top on one of the lower
floors into a terrace. There is
an outside patio with a grill so
her guests can cook out and relax. She said she had the trees
in the backyard trimmed down
by 10 feet so her guests could
see the view.

Osage artist Wendy Ponca and a
student from the Fairfax WELA
work on a self-portrait.

A student at the Fairfax WELA works on coloring his self-portrait.

A student at the Fairfax WELA
smiles for the Osage News.

Children at the Fairfax WELA work on their self-portraits.

the children don’t know that
information, no biggie. Ponca
said she is researching the
children’s Osage families for a
feel of what to incorporate into
the work so their families will
be able to recognize them.
“The idea of the project

came from Chief Standing
Bear,” said Debra Atterberry,
Strategic Planning and SelfGovernance Analyst, who is
helping to oversee the project.
“The first year he was in office
he was trying to find the money
to do a mural of each one of the

The Million Dollar Inn offers the luxury
of home while staying in Pawhuska
The house has a main common room with plenty of electrical outlets in case people
want to hook up their devices
and relax. She said many of
her guests get to know each
other and hang out in the main
common room. She is currently
working on renovating a bar
area for her guests that sits
next to the sun room with a
See Inn
—Continued on Page 14

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY / Osage News

ABOVE: Million Dollar Inn owner Sheryl Potts, stands in front of her Bed
& Breakfast on Grandview, across the street from the Osage Nation Museum.
TOP RIGHT: One of four bedrooms in the Million Dollar Inn, located across
the street from the Osage Nation Museum.
MIDDLE: Every room for rent is equipped with a full kitchenette at the
Million Dollar Inn, located across the street from the Osage Nation Museum.
BOTTOM RIGHT: One of four bedrooms in the Million Dollar Inn, located
across the street from the Osage Nation Museum. (See another photo,
next page)
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new WELA schools. So, when
we applied for our second year
of our TransCanada education
partnership/fund/grant,
we
went ahead and put this in as
a project for each one of our
WELA schools and Immersion
School.”
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Mash-Ta Littlecook won first
place in Junior Cloth at the Osage
Nation Sovereignty Day Powwow
on March 11 at the Osage County
Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.
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Head Lady dancer Jennifer Brumley leads dancers on her special at the Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Powwow
on March 11 at the Osage County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

Kiowa Charlie Cozad, Osage, won
third place in the Men’s Straight
category at the Osage Nation
Sovereignty Day Powwow on
March 11 at the Osage County
Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

Sovereignty Day
POWWOW

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear hands out Blue Ribbons to all the
Tiny Tot dancers at the Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Powwow on March 11 at the Osage
County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

Whitney Sage won second place in the Women’s Buckskin category at the Osage Nation
Sovereignty Day Powwow on March 11 at the Osage County Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

Headman dancer Reuben DeRoin twirls Head Lady dancer Jennifer Brumley in the twostep at the Osage Nation Sovereignty Day Powwow on March 11 at the Osage County
Fairgrounds in Pawhuska.

Spring Art Market
All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY / Osage News

TOP: Artwork by artist Robin Keeler-Elliott
was featured at the Fairfax Community
Foundation’s Spring Art Market at the Tall
Chief on March 25 in Fairfax, Okla.
BENNY POLACCA / Osage News

MIDDLE: The Fairfax Community Foundation
held its Spring Art Market at the Tall Chief
on March 25 in downtown Fairfax, Okla.

Dancers, youth to elders, participate during an inter-tribal dance at the 2017 Osage Nation
Sovereignty Day Powwow on March 11.

BOTTOM: Vendors with Native American
jewelry and Osage dress set up for the
Fairfax Community Foundation’s Spring
Art Market at the Tall Chief on March 25 in
downtown Fairfax, Okla.

All photos by Shannon Shaw Duty

Each room of the Million Dollar Inn is equipped with DirecTV and free WiFi at the Million
Dollar Inn, located across the street from the Osage Nation Museum.
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Osage Energy

Management of
the Mineral Estate

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY / Osage News

Faith Miller, the great-granddaughter
of the late Camille Pangburn, receives
the commendation from Osage Nation
Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead, who
sponsored the resolutions honoring
the women for Women’s History Month.
Pangburn served on the Osage Tribal
Council for seven consecutive terms.

Rosemary Wood looks at her commendation
from Osage Nation Congresswoman Alice
Buffalohead, who sponsored the resolutions
honoring the women for Women’s History
Month.

Jodie Revard receives her commendation
from Osage Nation Congresswoman Alice
Buffalohead, who sponsored the resolutions
honoring the women for Women’s History
Month.

From left: Faith Miller, Jodie Revard and
Rosemary Wood. Miller is the greatgranddaughter of the late Camille Pangburn.
Pangburn, Revard and Wood were all
honored by the Fifth Osage Nation Congress
on March 31 for their contributions to the
Osage Nation.

Fifth Osage Nation
Congress honors three
former Osage Tribal
Councilwomen
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
In honor of Women’s History
Month, three former Osage Tribal
Councilwomen were honored by the
Fifth Osage Nation Congress on the
fifth day of the Hun-Kah Session.
Three resolutions sponsored by
Osage Nation Congresswoman Alice
Buffalohead honored the late Camille
Pangburn, Rosemary Wood and Jodie
Revard. Each honor was a separate
resolution and different members
of Congress took turns speaking
about each of the honorees and their
contributions to the Osage Nation.
Sitting in the gallery were the family
and friends of the honorees and the
Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Council, who came
to observe.
“I started this last year as a way to
honor Osage women in government,”
Buffalohead said. She then turned to
the youth council and said, “There’s
a place for Osage women in our
government, and so I encourage you
to stay active with the Osage people
and the Osage Nation and continue on
being leaders.”

Camille Pangburn
Pangburn served on the Osage Tribal
Council for seven consecutive terms,
from 1978-2003. She served on the
25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th and
31st Osage Tribal Councils. According
to the resolution, ONCR 17-15, she
became the first woman to be elected
to office in the Osage Tribe in 1978 and
was “truly a trailblazer” who expanded
leadership opportunities for women.
“I too remember Camille, and I
remember how cool it was, as tiny
as she was, standing shoulder to
shoulder with all those men,” said
Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt.
“That was inspiring, that she was the
only woman.”
According to Pangburn’s 2003
obituary in the Tulsa World, she was
90 years old when she died in office.
Accepting the commendation on her
behalf was her great-granddaughter
Faith Miller, from Bixby, Okla.

Rosemary Wood
Wood served on the 29th and 30th
Osage Tribal Councils from 19942002. According to the resolution,
ONCR 17-17, Wood has earned

many accomplishments in the field
of Nursing, serving as the Chief of
the Indian Health Service – Nursing
branch, and also as Special Assistant
to the Director of IHS. She is also the
first woman in Osage history to run for
the office of Principal Chief and setting
a pathway for women to file for the
highest office.
Wood is currently retired and also
serves as an Osage News columnist
and writes monthly on energy issues
affecting the Nation.
“When I think of the term ‘elder,’ I
think of Rosemary Wood. A person who
is kind, wise, compassionate, a problem
solver, and a person who has earned
the expertise in life,” said Osage Nation
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards. “I
think that’s evidenced by the fact that
she is now writing for our newspaper,
and all our members are going to learn
about her – and she’s sharing herself.
That’s what’s important. It’s real easy
to live in your own little world, but
she’s never done that … she continues
to depart wisdom to our people. In my
opinion there are too few of her.”

Jodie Revard
Revard served on the 31st Osage
Tribal Council from 2002-2006.
According to the resolution, ONCR
17-16, Revard supported government
reform to give all Osages a voice and
she helped to expand gaming for the
Nation. Revard currently serves as the
Deputy Director of Operations for the
Nation.
“I’ve known Jodie for a long time.
I might not be standing here today
if it were not for Jodie. She was
instrumental in me applying for my first
job, and only job, with the Osage Nation
as the Roads Department director,”
said Osage Nation Congressman RJ
Walker. “I remember her sitting on
the 31st Osage Tribal Council, and
making a councilperson cool. Not only
as a woman, but as a young person. I
appreciated her enthusiasm and she
provided a different perspective.”
The honorees received letters of
commendation and a reception was
held in the lobby immediately following
session.
For more information please contact
the Congressional Offices at (918)
287-5559 or Congresswoman Alice
Buffalohead at (918) 287-5541 or
abuffalohead@osagenation-nsn.gov.

How to submit a Letter to the Editor
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the
Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK
74056 or send email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and
informative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

Rosemary Wood
Osage News

According to the Osage Nation
Supreme Court Opinion of Sept.
9, 2016, “the rights of headright
shareholders for income from
mineral royalties are protected by
the Fifth Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution, Federal statutory
and case law, and the Constitution
and Laws of the Osage Nation.”
(Emphasis mine) This seems fairly
straight forward and clear cut.
But, what about the management
of the Mineral Estate? At present,
everything seems to be going
okay, i.e. the way I have always
thought the running of the Osage
Minerals Estate was meant to be.
Headright holders elect members
of the Osage Minerals Council.
The OMC manages the mineral
estate which is held in trust by the
U.S. government. And, the U.S.
government exercises this trust
responsibility, in part, by general
oversight and approving oil and
gas leases.
When I’ve heard the Chief and/
or members of Congress speak in
public, they have always affirmed
this process. I have heard nothing
stated to contradict the fact that
the Minerals Estate is rightfully
managed by the OMC. The Osage
Nation Constitution Article XV,
Section 4, defines the OMC as
follows.
“The Osage Minerals Council is
recognized by the Osage Nation
government as an independent
agency within the Osage Nation
established for the sole purpose of
continuing its previous duties to
administer and develop the Osage
Minerals Estate in accordance
with the Osage Allotment Act of
June 28, 1906, as amended, with
no legislative authority for the
Osage Nation government. As an
independent agency within the
Osage Nation, the Osage Minerals
Council may promulgate its own
rules and regulations as long as
such rules and regulations are not
inconsistent with the laws neither
of the Osage Nation nor with the
rules and regulation established
by the United States Congress in
the 1906 Allotment Act.”
So, I do not know why, upon
occasion, I experience a vague
uneasy feeling that the autonomy
of the OMC, to independently
manage the mineral estate,
may be at risk. I know that no
Constitution is meant to address
any and all contingency that may
arise throughout time. I know that
future challenges to the authority
of the OMC will be met as they
arise. I just wish I could feel more
confident. I know other headright
holders feel the same, although
I do not know how many. There
might be enough folks interested
to warrant an open discussion.
I’d like to know the meaning of
the words, “…with no legislative
authority for the Osage Nation

Day 2

Rosemary Wood

government.” (Constitution Article
XV, Section 4, paragraph 3)
Does this mean (1) the Nation has
no legislative authority over OMC
or (2) the OMC has no legislative
authority over the Nation?
Also, what does it mean that the
OMC shall have the power to “approve leases and to propose other
forms of development of the Osage
Minerals Estate.” (Constitution Article XV, Section 4, paragraph 4) To
whom will the OMC ‘propose other
forms of development.’?
I wonder about the words used to
describe the distribution of governing powers as shown below.
“ARTICLE VI Sec 1. Legislative
Power: the legislative power … is
hereby vested in one legislative
body…”
“ARTICLE VII Sec 1. Supreme
Executive Power: The supreme executive power … is hereby vested in
a Principal Chief …”
“ARTICLE VIII Sec 1. Judicial
Power: The Judicial powers of the
Osage Nation are hereby vested in
one Supreme Court …”
“ARTICLE XV Sec 4. Management of the Osage Mineral Estate:
To discharge those (management?)
obligations, the Osage Nation hereby creates a minerals management
agency …”
The word “vested” means “Settled, fixed, or absolute, being without contingency, a vested right.”
(American Heritage Dictionary)
Vested, used in the first three definitions above, is a powerful word,
absolute. Meant to stay and not
be easily or capriciously changed.
Whereas an entity which has been
created solely for the purpose of
meeting one’s obligation could, conceivably, be changed if one chooses
to meet his/her obligation in a different way. One could simply create a different entity. Repeal and
replace so to speak.
–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary
Wood is a former two-time Osage Tribal Councilwoman and graduated from
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in
1963, the University of Oklahoma in
1965, and from Rutgers University in
1971 with a Master of Science in Psychiatric Nursing.

–from Page 6

ment of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services and to authorize a
limited waiver of sovereign immunity from suit and consent to jurisdiction.
During the session and committee meetings held in the Congressional chambers building, those public meetings (except executive sessions) will be live
streamed at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/multimedia/live-media
For more information on filed legislation, session and Congressional committee meetings, visit the Legislative Branch website at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/legislative-branch

Crisis-Line

–from Page 7

Osage tribal members can utilize the Osage Nation’s 24-hour crisis line that
is available 24 hours a day and 7 days a week. For more information visit the
Nation’s Family Violence department’s website at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/counseling-center/domestic-violence or call the department at (918)
287-5422.

14

April 2017

Osage News • osagenews.org

Osage Culture

Building an arbor for
the Pawhuska people
Charles Red Corn
Osage News
Recently, I drove by the
Pawhuska arbor built in 2016 for
our In-Lon-Schka dances. I am
amazed out how large the arbor is
compared to the previous arbors.
It took me back almost a half century to 1968 when I had the privilege of serving as Whipman for the
Pawhuska Committee.
After the last dance in June that
year, Head Committeeman Henry
Lookout called a committee meeting. In his wisdom he knew that
we needed a new arbor after our
last Sunday dance. After the discussion with everyone’s input, we
decided to build a new arbor. Uncle
Henry decided that would be the
responsibility of the Whipmen and
asked me as the Whipman to be in
charge of building a new arbor.
With Henry Lookout, advisors
Wakon Iron and Fred Lookout, Jr.,
I had a lot of guidance on how we
would fund the building of it. Back
then we didn’t have seven casinos
for revenue to build a million dollar arbor for our three districts
Grayhorse, Hominy and Pawhuska. Each district had to have fundraisers to build and maintain their
arbors.
When I think back on this time
it makes me happy that the Osage
people could come together and
have multiple fundraisers like raffles, hand games, amongst other
ways to accomplish a goal and in
this case, it was the goal of building a new Pawhuska arbor. We
eventually raised enough money
for the arbor. I know that our people still have these fundraisers to
help the dance committees as well.
The previous arbor was mostly
made of wood poles and a tin roof.
However, this time I knew that we
needed something to last longer
such as steel poles, the tin for the
ceiling and the wood for the benches and then commenced to creating a team to build the arbor.
On the team was the other Whipman Don Big Elk, Drumkeeper
Sonny Cunningham, and Treasurer Henrietta Mashunkashey. The
first thing we did was enlist the
help of Chief Paul Pitts. Chief Pitts
procured steel poles and other materials from Phillips Oil Company.
Then the agency supplied a lot of

Inn

–from Page 9

view. There is a wash room for linens
and the four suites are two King beds
and two Queen beds.
She said she is busy on the phone
most days from 7:30 a.m. till about
noon, and most of her guests say
they’ve never been to Pawhuska. It’s
usually the same story, she said, they
just heard about The Mercantile and
they want to stay one night. However,
once they get here she tells them about
the Osage Nation Museum, the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve and the Waterbird Gallery downtown and they end
up staying for two to three nights and
they tell her they’re coming back.

Charles Red Corn

manpower, clearing and grading
the ground among other tasks.
We then commenced building the
structure. Since many of us had jobs,
we had to contribute our free time
which was vacations and weekends.
But everyone in the Osage community helped out including Osages
from the other two districts, Grayhorse and Hominy.
Because we couldn’t work on the
arbor on a daily basis it took us a
whole year to finish the arbor right
up to the Pawhuska dances in June.
I would love to say it went off without a hitch but as any other kind
of building, whether a house or the
Empire State Building, we faced
many challenges. I am thankful
for all the help from the Pawhuska
Committee at that time and it still
makes my heart feel good thinking
about what we as Osages accomplished.
–––––––––
About the author: Charles H. Red
Corn, Osage, is the author of “A Pipe for
February” and various other published
works. Red Corn received his B.A. in
Psychology and his Masters of Education Administration from Penn State.
He is a veteran of the U.S. Army and
resides with his wife Jeri in Norman,
Okla. He is the Osage News culture
columnist.

Her favorite part of her business has
been meeting her guests and hearing
their stories. She’s not always there to
meet them but she said when she does
its makes all the hard work worth it.
“It’s just so exciting, not only for the
Inn, but for everybody in town,” she
said. “People keep saying we need a
Holiday Inn Express in town. You can
stay in those anywhere. Come stay in
a place like The Million Dollar Inn,
someplace special, something you can’t
see anywhere else.”
She said she keeps the month of
June available for Osages coming for
the dances. For more information or
to make your reservation, call (918)
604-5041.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Pawhuska area elders and visitors play Chinese Checkers during an elders meeting night
hosted by the Pawhuska Village Committee on March 23.
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Congress to consider several individuals
for confirmations to ON boards
Benny Polacca
Osage News
During the 2017 Hun-Kah
Session, the Fifth Osage Nation Congress will consider
several appointees for confirmation to various boards and
commissions.
Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt announced names of
individuals appointed by Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear during the March 29 session. Those individuals and
designated board assignments
are:
• Michael Moore, the current chairman of the
Health Authority Board,
is being reconsidered for
another term. Fellow board
member Nancy Keil was
also reappointed to the
Health Authority Board.

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY / Osage News

Dr. Carol Conner of the Fairfax Community Foundation leads a tour of the
historic Tall Chief Theatre in downtown Fairfax, Okla., on March 25.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Mark Simms was sworn in by Osage Nation Chief Judge Marvin Stepson
on March 23 to serve another term on the Osage Nation Gaming
Enterprise Board.

• Carla Brown is an appointee for the Nation’s
Home Health Board.
• Current Grayhorse Village Committee members
George Pease and Judy
Johnson are also being
considered for reappointment to the Five-Man
Board. The Principal Chief
appoints Grayhorse village
committee members, but
Hominy and Pawhuska
village residents elect
their respective village
committee members.

Dr. Carol Conner leads a tour of the historic Tall Chief Theatre in downtown
Fairfax, Okla., on March 25. The Fairfax Community Foundation is trying
to restore the theatre back to its former glory.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Randy Standridge, Eddy Red Eagle Jr., and Anthony Webb were sworn in
by Osage Nation Chief Judge Marvin Stepson on March 23 to serve again
on the Osage Nation Energy Services LLC.

• Shannon Lockett and
Terry Hazen are being considered for reappointment
to the Election Board.
• Current Gaming Enterprise Board Chairman and
former ON Congressman
Mark Simms is being reconsidered for appointment
to the five-member board.
• Randy Standridge, Anthony Webb and former ON
Congressman Eddy Red
Eagle Jr. are all being considered for reappointment
to the ON Energy Services
(ONES) LLC Board.

Stairs lead to the balcony and
offices in the historic Tall Chief
Theatre in downtown Fairfax,
Okla., on March 25.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

George Pease and Julianne Hazelbaker Johnson were sworn in by
Osage Nation Chief Judge Marvin Stepson on March 30 to serve on the
Grayhorse Village Committee.

• Mike Wellner, Gary Burd
and current Chairman
Paul Bemore are being
considered for the Utility Authority Board.
• Osage News Editorial
Board Chairwoman Jerri
Jean Branstetter is also
subject to confirmation.
Per the Nation’s Free Press
Act, two board members
(one selected by the Principal Chief and the other
selected by the ON Congress) pick the third board
member. Board members Lu King and Teresa
Trumbly Lamsam voted
to reappoint Branstetter,
a former Congressional
Speaker, to the board
during the most recent
Editorial Board meeting.
Pratt assigned the appointees to be subject for initial
consideration by the respective Congressional committees before they are considered
for a confirmation vote by the
12-member Congress. Those
committees will consider the
individuals’ professional experience to determine whether
they are qualified to sit on the
respective boards, per Congressional rules.
For more information on
filed legislation, session and
Congressional
committee
meetings, visit the Legislative Branch website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-weare/legislative-branch

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Shannon Lockett and Terry Hazen were sworn in by Osage Nation Chief
Judge Marvin Stepson on March 30.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Gary Burd, Mike Wellner, and Paul Bemore were sworn in by Osage Nation
Chief Judge Marvin Stepson to the Utility Authority Board on March 30.

How to submit a Letter to the Editor
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please
mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 619
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@
osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and informative
to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and
space.

Theatre

–from Page 1
young. The theatre can seat up
to 850 people and as the floor
slopes downward the ceilings
get higher, rising to four stories
tall above the stage. Under the
stage is an area for dressing
rooms where vaudevillian acts
would rush down to change
costumes.
Conner said the architect’s
estimate to restore the Tall
Chief would take about $1.5
million. She said about 15
years ago private owners spent
between $250,000 to $300,000
on a new roof and other
renovations inside.
Six people signed up for
Conner’s tour and she lead
them into the entryway where
a girl, always a girl she said,
would take money for tickets
and admission was 10 cents
for children and 35 cents for
adults. She shows them where
there used to be a concession
stand and says, “You could
spend all day with 50 cents
and have all the popcorn and
sodas you wanted.”
In a surprisingly small room
off to the left of the entryway
is where the original Fairfax
Police Station used to be.
Conner said it would take
about $5,000 to restore the
room and they would open it up
for community organizations
to have meetings and they
could also expand the space
used for their art markets.
The staircases leading up
to the balcony still have their
original terrazzo steps, she
said, and the entire inside of
the theatre has been gutted.
“A lot of renovation work
has been completed. The roof
was fixed but there are many
walls missing so we need walls
sheetrocked,” she said. “We
have electricity, and we have

Dr. Carol Conner points to the
balcony of the historic Tall Chief
Theatre in downtown Fairfax,
Okla., on March 25. The Fairfax
Community Foundation is trying
to restore the theatre to its former
glory.

heat and air; we do not have
plumbing. And so, plumbing
is the big expensive thing.
The old bathrooms were tiny
and there will be structural
renovations that will have to
be done to get bathrooms into
the building.”
As she leads the tour into
the main theatre, participants
comment on how big the
theatre is and how grand it
must have been. The entire
inside of the theatre, including
the upstairs balcony and
offices, have been reduced
to beams of wood, ready for
framers to put in walls and
sheetrock when the funding is
available.
“The Fairfax Community
Foundation is a 501c3 and
people can make tax deductible
contributions, or they can join
as members and donate money
that way,” she said. “We can
take donations of time, and/or
money at any time.”
Conner said David Grann,
author of “Killers of the Flower
Moon: The Osage Murders
and the Birth of the FBI,”
will be in Fairfax later in the
month and they plan to have
a book signing for him at the
Tall Chief on either April 30
or May 1. She said there will
be a traditional Osage meal
served for him in town or at
the Grayhorse community
building. Once plans are
finalized the Osage News will
post the date and time to their
social media sites.
For
more
information
on the Fairfax Community
Foundation, or how to donate,
call (918) 642-3814.

More Photos
on Page 19
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Kay Bills, the newest appointment to the Tallgrass Economic Development LLC Board, is
sworn in by ON Trial Court Judge Marvin Stepson.

Osage Nation Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt delivers a legislative address on
Day 1 of the Hun-Kah Session on March 27.

Kay Bills appointed to Tallgrass
Economic Development LLC Board

Hun-Kah

Benny Polacca
Osage News
Osage Nation Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear appointed a
seasoned Osage businesswoman to the
Tallgrass Economic Development LLC
Board with the appointment up for
confirmation consideration by the ON
Congress.
Kay Elsberry Bills is an Oklahoma
City resident with Grayhorse District
roots, according to a Feb. 17 cover letter
she wrote to the Nation expressing
interest in board service. Bills now joins
the five-member Tallgrass board which
oversees two business subsidiaries with
focuses on government contracting in
the aerospace, construction services
and information technology fields.
“Being asked to serve on a board
for the Osage Nation gives me great
pause. But with a few days to ponder
the question, I have given (Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear) my
full commitment,” Bills wrote. “I most
recently served as the Small Business
Administration’s Ombudsman for
Oklahoma and as the chairman for
four other states. As Ombudsman, our
mission was to assist small businesses
when they experience excessive or
unfair federal regulatory enforcement
actions, such as repetitive audits
or investigations, excessive fines,
penalties, threats, retaliation or other
unfair enforcement action by a federal
agency.”
According to her professional
resume, Bills served as the first director
of the Office of Native American
Business Development under the U.S.
Department of Commerce for four
years. In this position, Bills made
recommendations to the Minority
Business Development Agency on

Native American issues and built
collaborative working groups with
major federal organizations.
In addition to Washington, D.C., Bills
also lived in Alaska where she worked
for the Chugash Alaska Corporation
where
she
identified
business
opportunities for the corporation and
its telecommunications company. She
also served as executive director for
the Alaska 8(a) Association. Bills holds
a bachelor’s degree in education from
Northeastern State University and
a master’s degree in education from
Western Oregon University, according
to her resume.
Bills is being appointed to a board
vacancy with outgoing board member
David Stewart’s term expiring.
Other Tallgrass board members
are Chairman Tim Tall Chief, Vice
Chairman Phillip Morrow, Raymond
Hankins (Treasurer) and Jim Parris.
With Bills back in Oklahoma, her
resume states: “I have been able to reestablish myself in Oklahoma working
with a number of large and small
businesses. In 2012, I along with 30
federal contracting companies, founded
the Mid America Government Industry
Coalition (MAGIC) as a nonprofit
trade association to advocate for small
businesses. I serve as the executive
director of MAGIC and have for the
last five years.”
Bills
and
other
appointed
individuals will be considered for
conformation during the Hun-Kah
Congressional Session, which stretches
24 days to April 24. The Congressional
committees will vet the appointees and
determine if they are qualified to hold
the respective board position before a
confirmation vote by the 12-member
ON Congress.

–from Page 3

he submitted “the leases prepared
for use of Bluestem Ranch for your
approval, but not by waiving any
provision of this Constitution. I am
doing this only to find a compromise.
I will take it one step further – If
you approve leases with different
terms that are still within the law,
I will sign them. My hope is you
will talk to the people who worked
on these leases and determine that
what we’ve submitted is in the best
interest of the Osage Nation.”
In February, the Executive Branch
announced three leases awarded to
the Bluestem Ranch LLC Board, the
Alred Family (Osage) and George
Neff (Osage).
The ranch lease business is
being considered by the Commerce,
Gaming and Land Committee
in executive sessions to discuss
business and proprietary matters of
the leases.
In her opening day legislative
address, Congressional Speaker
Angela Pratt greeted her fellow
Congress members and Standing
Bear in the Osage language.
“I anticipate much discussion,”

Pratt said. She believes there will be
several committee meetings held to
discuss several legislative matters,
including the filed appropriation
bills and the ranch lease business.
Pratt went through a rundown of
bills and resolutions filed thus far.
“I would like to remind my
colleagues, myself included, as
we begin our Hun-Kah Session,
which is the first (regular) session
of the year … I just want to remind
everyone, as we speak of the Tzi-Zho
and Hun-Kah Session, it addresses
the ancient moiety of the balance of
Earth and the Sky and that is often
what is needed within the Osage
Nation is balance,” she said, adding
she is asking all Congress members
to conduct themselves respectfully,
including waiting to be recognized
during the session, which stretches
24 days to April 24. If needed, the
Congress may also extend session
by three extra days with two-thirds
approval.
For
more
information
on
filed legislation, session and
Congressional committee meetings,
visit the Legislative Branch website
at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/whowe-are/legislative-branch

Public Notice
Notice is hereby given that a draft amended copy
of the Osage Nation Roads Department 2017 Tribal
Transportation Improvement Plan (TTIP) is available at the
Roads Department office located at 1420 West Avenue,
Pawhuska, OK 74056. The draft TTIP can also be
viewed online at www.osagenation-nsn.gov. Question/
comments regarding the TTIP can be submitted on or
before April 15, 2017 by contacting Harold LaSage,
Transportation Planner, at (918) 287-5533 or by email
at hlasarge@osagenation-nsn.gov.
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Thank You

The
Goodeagle
family
was deeply saddened by
the loss of their relative
Yvette Goodeagle. Grief can
be so hard, but our special
memories help us cope. These
last few months have been
tough on our family. She was
an extraordinary woman who
was loved by so many. We
are deeply touched by the
comforting words, sympathy
cards, flowers and prayers that
helped uplift us during our loss.
We send a thank you to those
who took time to sit up with
our family at Grayhorse and to
those who brought food every
night. Thank you, Pah-SueLee Club, the Fairfax Flower
Shops, Grayhorse Five Man
Board, Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, and relatives who
traveled such a long distance
to be with us. We are grateful
to have each and every one of
you in our lives. Thank you for
the support and comfort you
provided. –Thomas Goodeagle
and Mary Osage Green Family

Congratulations!

The Davis family was
blessed to have four Seniors
graduate in May 2016.
Matthew Kent Jones, Emily
Dae Lookout, Darian Marissa
Hinman and Brooklyn Nicole

Matthew Kent Jones, Emily Dae Lookout, Darian Marissa Hinman and
Brooklyn Nicole Davis Eardley.

Davis Eardley. These are the
great-grandchildren of the
late Bob and the late Martha
Davis.
Matthew is employed with
the Osage Casino Convenience
Store until he leaves to join
the Air Force. Matthew Osage/
Pawnee and his parents are
Christel and Michael Jones.
His grandparents are Jewell
Purcell,
Sam
Hendricks,
Debbie Montgomery and the
late Kent Jones.
Emily
is
attending
Oklahoma State University.
Emily is Osage/Pawnee and

her parents are Chelle and Tim
Lookout. Her grandparents
are Karen Carter, Fi Davis,
Yvonne Lookout.
Darian is attending Fort
Lewis College in Durango,
Colo., where she will be a
cheerleader for the Skyhawks.
Darian is a member of the
Chemehuevi Indian Tribe and
Osage/Pawnee. Her parents
are Stephanie Davis and David
Hinman. Her grandparents
are Karen Carter, Fi Davis
and Hope Hinman.
Brooklyn
is
attending
college at Oral Roberts

University. Brooklyn’s many
accomplishments
include
Class Rank – 10th out of
375, GPA 4.73; National
Honor
Society;
Academic
All-Conference;
Oklahoma
Indian Student Honor Society;
Honor
Graduate;
Sandite
Queen Nominee; All State
Soccer; Varsity Letter, all four
years; Team MVP – soccer,
ORU
Soccer
Scholarship;
ORU Academic Scholarship.
Brooklyn is Osage/Pawnee. Her
parents are the late Marques
Davis and Sunnie and Josh
Eardley. Her grandparents
are Brenda and Bobby Davis,
Janet and Wayne Wilcox.
The
Davis
family
is
extremely proud of our
graduates. We wish them
well in their future endeavors
and pray God blesses them
throughout their lives.
From left: Matthew Jones,
Emily
Lookout,
Darian
Hinman and Brooklyn Davis
Eardley.

Congratulations!

Thank
you,
Osage
Nation
Higher
Education
Scholarships. Veronica ClarkWarr received her Associates
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Veronica Clark-Warr

of Science of Nursing from
Tarrant
County
College.
She graduated with honors,
was a member of the dean’s
list, and now is working as a
critical care nurse. Veronica
also obtained a B.A. from
Grinnell College in 2007.
Veronica is the great-great
granddaughter of original
allottees,
Clara
DeNoya
Fronkier and Laban Arthur
Fronkier; the granddaughter
of Charlene Fronkier Onstot
and the daughter of Renee
Onstot Clark.

Save the Date!

–Local Events Calendar

APRIL
April 5
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Fairfax Child Care
and Senior Center
401 S. 8th Street
Fairfax, Oklahoma
10:30 a.m.
April 8
Annual Spring Dance
in Grayhorse
Grayhorse Village
2 p.m.
April 9
USAO Spring Powwow
USAO Fieldhouse
Chickasha, Oklahoma
Contest in all adult
categories
For more information
contact jdlightfoot33@
gmail.com
April 14
Observed Holiday
Good Friday
Offices Closed
April 14
Haskell Indian
Nations University
2017 Visit Day
155 Indian Avenue
Lawrence, Kansas
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
For more information
contact (785) 749-8437
April 15
University of Oklahoma
103rd Annual
Spring Powwow
Lloyd Noble Center
Norman, Oklahoma
Contest in all categories
For more information
contact (580) 351-4993
April 15
NSU Powwow
University Center
Tahlequah, Oklahoma
For more information
go to www.nsuok.
edu/symposium
April 17 – 21
Osage Heritage Site
Visit-Sugarloaf Mound
Explore Cohokia, Rock
Art, and Sugarloaf Mound
For more information
contact (918) 287-5522

April 25
Week of the Young Child
Osage County Fairgrounds
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Volunteers needed
Contact (918) 287-5363
April 29
United Osages of
Southern California
Spring Gathering
Carlsbad Senior Center
799 Pine Ave.
Carlsbad, California
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information
contact (760) 802-7591 or
socal.osages@gmail.com

MAY
May 1
Book Event
“Killers of the Flower
Moon: The Osage Murders
and the Birth of the FBI”
OSU – Tulsa Campus
700 N. Greenwood Ave.
Tulsa, Oklahoma
7 p.m.
May 13
Grayhorse War Mothers
Annual Soldier Dance
Grayhorse Indian Village
Flag Raising at 1:30 p.m.
For more information
contact (918) 396-3314
May 20
Miss & Jr. Miss Indian
Oklahoma Honor Powwow
Choctaw Resort & Casino
Durant, Oklahoma
For more information
contact dhill052010@
yahoo.com
May 29
Observed Holiday
Memorial Day
Offices Closed

JUNE
June 15-18
Hominy In-Lon-Schka
Hominy, Oklahoma
June 22 – 25
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka
Pawhuska, Oklahoma

JULY
July 4 - 5
Observed Holiday

Independence Day
Offices Closed

AUGUST
August 2 - 5
American Indian
Exposition
Caddo County
Fairgrounds
Anadarko, Oklahoma
More information TBA
August 3 - 4
7th Annual Dhegiha
Gathering
Downstream
Casino Resort
Quapaw, Oklahoma

SEPTEMBER
September 4
Observed Holiday
Labor Day
Offices Closed

OCTOBER
October 9
Observed Holiday
Osage Day
Offices Closed

NOVEMBER
November 10
Observed Holiday
Veterans Day
Offices Closed
November 23 – 24
Observed Holiday
Thanksgiving Holiday
Offices Closed

DECEMBER
December 25 - 26
Observed Holiday
Christmas Holiday
Offices Closed
Have an event? Send event
information to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
email sshaw@osagenews.
org, or fax to (918) 287-5563.
Make sure to include event
date, location, email and Web
address (if applicable) and a
phone number where someone
can be contacted for validation
if necessary. Deadline for the
May 2017 issue is April 18,
2017.

Kennedy Walls-Sepulvado and Blake Nelson

Congratulations!

Osage members, and first cousins, Blake Nelson and Kennedy
Walls-Sepulvado are varsity starters for Union City’s basketball
teams. The boys and girls team both won the championship
titles at the Paden tourney. Also, Nelson was presented with
honorable mention for All Conference and Sepulvado was selected
as All Conference. Nelson is the son of Jon and Jill Nelson and
Sepulvado is the daughter of Durk and Christie Sepulvado, and
the grandchildren of Ed and Connie Feddersen.

April deadline set for Osage
Tribal Princess application
It is about that time again! For Osage Princess candidates
to be thinking about getting your application in for the 2017
Osage Nation Princess. Deadline will be April 30, 2017.
Candidates must be at least 16-24 years of age and have
an Osage Nation Membership Card in order to run for the
2017 Osage Nation Princess.
For an application contact Chalene Toehay-Tartsah, P.O.
Box 435, Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056 or (405) 933-3174.

Lodges

–from Page 3
… Keep in mind the clients in
recovery; and I believe this is
an effort to do so. I sincerely
hope that the Executive
Branch will follow up on this.”
The PRT Center provides
in-patient drug and alcohol
treatment to Osage and
other Native American men
and women suffering from

substance abuse. Both genders
are housed at different
locations with the men’s
facility in Barnsdall, but
efforts are being made for a
new Pawhuska location.
For more information on
treatment and therapy services
from the Nation’s PRT Center,
call (918) 287-5413 or go online
to: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/prt-department

Obituaries

Betty Louise Revard

Betty Louise Revard
Betty Revard, age 89, passed
away peacefully at her home
on March 4, 2017. She was
born in Pawhuska, OK on June
7, 1927, daughter of Clarence
Joseph (CJ) and Agnes Evelyn
(Allen) Revard. She was a devoted and loving mother to her
three daughters. She reared
them as Air Force Brats, moving from state to state, as her
husband was transferred often. She was a Social Worker
for Sonoma County in Santa
Rosa, CA after a divorce left
her with her three girls to
take care of. She was a proud
Osage, and always demon-

strated great strength through
her life. She organized a team
to deliver food, blankets, and
necessities to the Indigenous
People occupying Alcatraz in
1969. Her life was filled with
family, helping people in need,
with music, knitting and other
hobbies.
Betty is survived by her
three daughters, Nicki Lorenzo
(husband Frank) of Pawhuska,
Julie A. Malone of Pawhuska,
and Joanne Atkerson (husband
Arnie) of Santa Rosa, CA. She
is also survived by her sister,
Judy DeMeo of Santa Rosa,
CA. and two grandsons Cory
J. Lorenzo (wife Kalica) of
Owasso and Blake P. Atkerson
of Sacramento, CA. She will
also be sorely missed by
numerous nieces and nephew
whom she cherished.
In lieu of flowers, the family
has requested memorials to
Comforting Hands Hospice,
1336 SE Washington Blvd.,
Suite A, Bartlesville, OK
74006, or to the charity of your
choice.
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Deadline approaching for AARP Oklahoma
Indian Elder Honors nominations
Osage News
AARP is now accepting nominations for the 2017 AARP
9th Annual Oklahoma Indian
Elder Honors. The deadline for
submissions is May 1.
Nominations can be emailed
or mailed in to Msourjohn@
aarp.org or 126 North Bryant
Avenue, Edmond, OK 73034.
Each year AARP honors 50
elders from all of Oklahoma’s
39 tribal nations for their
contributions to their tribal
nations, country, state and
community. This year’s honors
banquet is set for Oct. 3.
At last year’s honors banquet, more than 25 tribes were
represented. Among the honorees were traditional speakers, veterans, environmental
activists, tribal leaders, tribal
attorneys, cultural and spiritual leaders, physicians and
storytellers.
The event is hosted in Oklahoma City at the National
Cowboy and Western Heritage

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To Apply please for a position with the
Osage Nation go to https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/opportunities/job-listings/applicationform. You are welcome to attach
a resume and/or cover letter in
addition. Please note that all applicants tentatively selected for
employment with the Osage Nation will be required to submit
to a urinalysis to screen for illegal drug use. Employment will
be contingent upon said drug
test results. OSAGE / VETERAN /INDIAN PREFERENCE IS
CONSIDERED. Verification of
preference must be included with
application. For questions please
contact Taryn Crawford, Osage
Nation Employee Recruitment
Specialist, at (918) 287-5445 or
email
tcrawford@osagenationnsn.gov.
Communities of Excellence
Director – Pawhuska Minimum
of a Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration,
Community
Health, Social Work or related
field is required; Master’s degree
preferred. Minimum of six (6)
years of experience working with
community development and
mobilization required. Minimum
of two (2) years of experience
working with medical personnel
and public required. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $64,500.0089,600.00
Family
Violence
Shelter
Monitor – Pawhuska High
school diploma or GED required;
Associate’s Degree in Counseling,
Psychology, Sociology or related
field preferred. At least one
(1) year of experience working
in a domestic violence shelter
or behavioral health program.
Must have a caring attitude and
understanding of the problems of
substance addiction and domestic
violence. Regular part time.
Salary $15.00/hr.
OSAGE CASINO JOBS: To
apply for a position with Osage
Casino go to www.osagecasinos.
com/careers
Cage Cashier – Sand Springs
Cage Must be at least 18 years
of age. High School Diploma
or GED. Prior cash handling
experience required. Gaming,
Hospitality or Customer Service
industry experience preferred.
Previous direct customer service
experience required. Regular full
time.
Maintenance
Technician
– Sand Springs Facilities
High School Diploma or GED
and 6 months of previous work
experience. Gaming, Hospitality
or Customer Service industry
preferred. Minimal of two to
three years of experience in
position related to assigned
duties required. Technical school
or formal apprenticeship is
preferred and may be required
based on needs of the operation.
Regular full time.
Media

Buyer

–

Tulsa

Advertising and Marketing
Must be at least 21 years of
age.
Bachelor’s
Degree
in
Business
Administration,
Marketing, Advertising, Mass
Communications, or substantially
related field to business. Three (3)
years of Media Buying experience
required. Budget management
experience
required.
Direct
experience in media planning
and strategic spot placement
required. Regular full time.
Short Order Cook – Tulsa Food
and Beverage Six (6) months of
previous work experience in the
food industry. Must be 18 years
of age. Must be able to pass a
background check, with no prior
convictions of any felonies. Must
be able to obtain and maintain
Osage Nation Gaming license.
Tribal preference and Native
American Indian preference shall
apply to all positions at Osage
Casinos. Regular full time.
Cage Supervisor – Tulsa
Cage Must be at least 18
years of age. Bachelor’s degree
in Business Administration,
Finance, Accounting, Hospitality
or Gaming plus 3 months of
department-specific experience
to include experience in banking.
Associate’s degree in Business
Administration,
Marketing,
Hospitality, Finance, Accounting,
or Gaming, plus 6 months or
more
of
department-specific
work experience to include
experience banking. High School
Diploma/GED and one (1) year of
department –specific experience
to include experience in banking.
Regular full time.
Count Team Attendant –
Tulsa Soft Count Must be
at least 18 years of age. High
School
Diploma/GED.
Six
months previous work experience
required. Gaming, Hospitality
or Customer Service industry
experience preferred. Regular
full time.
Guest Service Representative
– Tulsa Gaming Operations
High
School
Diploma/GED
and 6 months of previous work
experience. Gaming, Hospitality,
or Customer Service industry
preferred. Regular full time.
EVS Attendant – Skiatook
Hospitality
Six
months
experience in customer service or
hospitality. Must be 18 years of
age or older. Must be able to pass
background check, with no prior
convictions of any felonies. Must
be able to obtain and maintain
Osage Nation Gaming License.
Tribal preference and Native
American Indian preference shall
apply to all positions at Osage
Casinos. Regular full time.
Maintenance Technician –
Skiatook Facilities High School
Diploma or GED and 6 months

18

of previous work experience.
Gaming, Hospitality or Customer
Service
industry
preferred.
Minimal of two to three years
of experience in position related
to assigned duties required.
Technical school or formal
apprenticeship is preferred and
may be required based on needs
of the operation. Regular full
time.
Bartender – Ponca City Food
and Beverage High School
Diploma or GED. Six months
customer
service
experience
preferred. Must be 21 years
of age. Must be able to pass
background check, with no prior
convictions of any felonies. Must
be able to obtain and maintain
Osage Nation Gaming License.
Tribal preference and Native
American Indian preference shall
apply to all positions at Osage
Casinos. Regular full time.
Senior
Facility
Manager
–
Tulsa
Facilities
Must
be at least 21 years of age.
Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration,
Property
Management,
Engineering,
Construction
Management
or substantially related area
from a four-year college or
university. Master’s degree is
preferred. Five (5) or more years
of
progressively
responsible
leadership experience in Facility
Management, Engineering or
Building Maintenance and Two
(2) years of prior supervisory
experience will be considered
instead of Bachelor’s Degree.
Regular full time.
Guest Service Representative
–
Ponca
City
Gaming
Operations
High
School
Diploma or GED and 6 months
of previous work experience.
Gaming, Hospitality or Customer
Service
industry
preferred.
Regular part time.
Food Beverage Supervisor –
Ponca City Food and Beverage
High School Diploma or GED.
Bachelor’s degree preferred.
One year of food and beverage
experience. Casino or hospitality
experience preferred. Must be 21
years of age. Must be able to pass
background check, with no prior
convictions of any felonies. Must
be able to obtain and maintain
Osage Nation Gaming License.
Osage preference and Native
American Indian preference shall
apply to all positions at Osage
Casinos. Regular full time.
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Medallions are given to the elders at the AARP Oklahoma Indian Elder
Honors every year.

Museum. A complimentary
buffet meal is served prior to
the medallion presentations.
AARP
Oklahoma
has
recognized 350 elders from all
39-federally recognized tribes
and nations in Oklahoma since
its inception in 2009. It is the
largest gathering of its kind in
the state.
Anyone interested in joining
the AARP Oklahoma Inter-

Tribal Community Group can
send an email to: ok@aarp.org.
More information about AARP
Oklahoma’s Native American
outreach can be found on
the AARP Oklahoma Indian
Navigator website at: www.
aarp.org/okindiannavigator

Edwards

–from Page 3

“The ABA’s independent Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary has evaluated the professional qualifications
of nominees to the Supreme Court for more than 60 years,”
ABA President Linda A. Klein said in the release. “The ABA
remains uniquely qualified to review the professional qualifications of nominees and hopes to assist the Senate make
as informed a decision as possible about these critically important appointments.”
The Senate Standing Committee on the Federal Judiciary
will vote on Gorsuch’s nomination on April 3 and the full
U.S. Senate will vote later in April.

Osage Nation Congresswoman
Edwards is a graduate of the University of California,
Berkeley and Georgetown University Law Center. She is a
former law clerk to Hon. Luther Eubanks in the Western
District of Oklahoma. She has worked as an attorney for
the U.S. Department of Justice, and established the Osage
Nation Tribal Court as its first Supreme Court Judge in
over 90 years. From 1995-2008 she was a partner in the
Oklahoma City law firm Monnet, Hayes, Bullis, Thompson
and Edwards. Since that time, she has maintained a solo
practice and since 2006 has been a member of the Osage Nation Congress. Edwards has served on all the Congressional
Committees and has chaired Budget and Finance, Appropriations, Commerce and Economic Development, Education
and Rules and Ethics.
Since 2010, Edwards has been an Appeals Magistrate for
the U.S. Department of the Interior, Southern Plains Region. She is currently the Chief Magistrate of the Court. She
also assists tribal courts throughout the Nation in assessing
their processes and performance. She is a member of the
American, Oklahoma and Osage County Bar Associations.
She is also admitted to practice in the Northern, Eastern
and Western Districts of Oklahoma and before the Tenth
Circuit Court of Appeals and several tribal courts. Her areas of practice include trial and appellate practice, business
litigation, Indian law, and insurance law.

Goodeagle

–from Page 6

Nation, Pawnee Nation, Quapaw Tribe, Sac & Fox Tribe
of Kansas and the Oceanman
First Nations of Saskatchewan, Canada.
Goodeagle is the 15 year old
daughter to Thomas Goodeagle
and the late Yvette Goodeagle. Her paternal grandparents are Dolores Goodeagle of
Pawhuska and Donald Goodeagle of Walters. Her great
grandmother is the late Mary
Osage Green. Her maternal
grandmother is Della Ewack of

Oceanman First Nations Saskatchewan, Canada. Her great
grandparents are the late Rose
and Joe Ewack.
Goodeagle is an 8th grade
student at Riverside Indian
School and is active in sports.
Every
March

year

the

Powwow

Denver

selects

a

young lady to be their ambassador, one who will make special appearances and travel all
over Indian country to represent the Denver March Powwow. Congratulations Rosie!

Letters to the Editor

Marriage Equality

Kudos to the Osage people for voting for marriage
equality. I am prouder to call myself Osage as a result of
this historic vote. Thank you for recognizing that we are all
equal in the eyes of the Osage Nation.
–Julian Spalding
Ashland, OR
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Without Reservations
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Tall Chief
Theatre
TOP LEFT: Dr. Carol Conner lead a tour of
the historic Tall Chief Theatre in downtown
Fairfax, Okla., on March 25. The Fairfax
Community Foundation is trying to restore
the theatre back to its former glory.
BOTTOM LEFT: A view from the balcony in
the historic Tall Chief Theatre in downtown
Fairfax, Okla., on March 25.
TOP RIGHT: Offices on the second floor of
the historic Tall Chief Theatre in downtown
Fairfax, Okla. The Fairfax Community
Foundation is trying to restore the theatre
back to its former glory.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Dr. Carol Conner points to
the balcony of the historic Tall Chief Theatre
in downtown Fairfax, Okla., on March 25.
The Fairfax Community Foundation is
trying to restore the theatre to its former
glory.

April 18th is the
deadline for all submissions
for the May issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!
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