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Federal Judge orders accounting to Osage headright
holders in Fletcher case: Northern Oklahoma District Chief
Judge Gregory Frizzell ordered
the United States to account to
Osage headright holders in the
13-year-old Fletcher case.
District Judge rules Osage
Agency violated the NEPA
with Chaparral leases: Northern Oklahoma District Chief
Judge Gregory Frizzell ruled
the Bureau of Indian Affairs
Osage Agency did not follow
the National Environmental
Policy Act when it approved
two oil and gas leases in 2014
for Chaparral Energy, LLC.
Charles Red Corn’s ‘A Pipe
for February’ to be made into

feature motion picture: Charles
Red Corn’s “A Pipe for February” is to be made into a feature
motion picture. The adapted
screenplay, written by Osage
director Scott Javine and executive produced by Yancy Red
Corn and Jim Gray, tells the
story of John Greyeagle’s experiences during the Osage oil
boom and subsequent ‘Reign
of Terror.’ The story weaves
through Osage history, the
people’s newfound wealth, the
unscrupulous characters who
seek it and the culture, education and traditions that make
up the Osage people.
Osage Congress and Chief’s
Office work on new Membership Law together: The Fourth
Osage Nation Congress and
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear are in agreement: the
membership law needed an
update. What started out as
a contentious debate between
the two branches settled into a
compromise bill that is ONCA
16-16. The bill, sponsored by
Congesswoman Shannon Edwards, is an amendment to the
original.
Five Osage families receive
new computers for Christmas:
The program distributes refurbished computers to families
in need during the Christmas
season. The North Pole Project began in 2003 by the late
retired Tulsa Police officer
Glenn DeWeese, founder of PC
Power.
ON Congress passes Osage
Village Reaffirmation Act: A
new Osage Nation Congressio-

nal law reaffirms the relationship between the three Osage
villages and the reformed ON
government.
Three to face trial: Three
to face trial; one plea deal
reached in missing Pawhuska
village money case. One defendant is taking a plea deal and
the other three defendants are
scheduled for February 2016
trials in the missing Pawhuska Indian Village money cases
against the four former FiveMan Board members.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Osage Nation Trial Court, located on the ON Campus in
Pawhuska.

Osage membership removal
case going to trial
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Osage Nation Trial Court Judge Lee Stout said there is
enough in dispute to warrant a jury trial in one of the Nation’s first membership removal cases.
Osage Nation vs Reta Marie Lintner, the case that will
be going before a six-person jury at a date to be determined, involves one of approximately 60 individuals the
ON Attorney General filed petitions against for removal
from the Osage membership roll in April. Seven of those
individuals voluntarily relinquished their memberships,
See Trial
—Continued on Page 7

February 2016
Osage Nation wins bid to
purchase Ted Turner’s 43,000
– acre Bluestem Ranch: After
See Year in Review
—Continued on Page 4

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Osage officials, community members and elected officials attended the
Hominy Village Roundhouse Groundbreaking Ceremony held on Dec. 16.

Construction begins on
restoration of historic
Hominy Roundhouse
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Courtesy Photo/ON Historic Preservation Office

A map of the Osage Ancestral Territory provided by the ON Historic Preservation Office.

Committee formed to pursue economic
and tourism opportunities in Missouri
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear has formed
an Osage-Missouri Relations
Committee to pursue economic
and tourism opportunities in

the state that was once Osage
homelands.
“During our cultural exchange programs, business
interests have reached out to
us. These include the request
for a presence in tourism and
for Osage involvement for fed-

eral procurement opportunities,” Standing Bear wrote in
a Dec. 13 Executive Memorandum. “The large United
States Military Base at Fort
See Tourism
—Continued on Page 8
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Osage Nation officials and
Hominy District community
members gathered for the official groundbreaking of what
will be the complete restoration of the historic roundhouse
in the Hominy Indian Village.
Due to the drizzle and cold
temperatures that day, Hominy community members, the
Hominy Five-Man Board and
elected officials gathered in
the community building in the
village on Dec. 16. Hominy
District In-Lon-Schka Head
Committeeman, Steve Pratt,
gave the prayer for the occasion and explained some of
the significance of the round

houses. He said the history is
extensive.
“Tsi Da-Pa (round house),
it’s a very significant part of
our culture, about who we are.
For one thing it’s the way that
we’re structured. It’s round,
that’s what they looked at,
there’s no end, it goes forward. And that’s why when we
dance, what we do, we follow
this movement. It’s a movement that begins and that’s
the way our people started,”
Pratt said. “We’re seeing now
that it’s continued on. And
again, we appreciate the Chief
and his vision that he wanted
to move forward because it’s a
really big part of who we are.
It was the center of everything
See Roundhouse
—Continued on Page 8
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Osage Event Center demolished for
Tulsa casino expansion project
Benny Polacca
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. – Work crews
demolished the Osage Event
Center throughout December
to make way for construction
crews to build the expanded
Osage Casino and Hotel property.
Casino officials say construction work will take about
18 months on the forthcoming
Tulsa gaming property that
will comprise a 126-room hotel, casino with room for 1,500
electronic games and other
amenities including conference rooms, a sports bar and
grill and a full-service brew
pub. The larger casino and
hotel will be built around
the current Tulsa Osage Casino, which will remain open
throughout the construction.
Osage Casino COO Joe Cooper told the Nation’s Gaming
Commission on Dec. 7 work is
also continuing on the project’s
construction plan drawings
and those should be completed
by Jan. 30.
According to Cooper’s presentation to the Gaming Commission, the casino will be built
with two levels with the lowerground level containing backof-house operations including
shipping and receiving, executive offices, and three conference meeting rooms.
The main level will contain the casino gaming floor
for electronic machines, table
games, and one kitchen that
will serve three eatery outlets,
Cooper said, adding the casino

has entered talks with Texasbased Nine-Band Brewing for
developing the microbrew beer
pub at the property.
Located in Allen, TX, NineBand Brewing features nine
types of beer on its website,
which are brewed at the company brewery and taproom in
suburban north Dallas. Cooper
said the talks will cover equipment purchasing so beer can
be brewed on-site.
Plans for the Tulsa casino
property brew pub come after
Oklahoma voters approved
State Question 792 on the
November ballot, which eliminates restrictions on who can
sell wine and strong beer. This
measure (which passed with a
65.6 percent “yes” vote) will go
into effect on Oct. 1, 2018.
Barring any delays, Cooper
said the Tulsa project is slated
for completion by July 2018.
Osage Casino CEO Byron
Bighorse told the ON Gaming
Enterprise Board that the construction project would be video recorded 24-7 to document
the progress of the project and
drone coverage would also be
used. Bighorse said the footage
would result in a time-lapse
video of the process when construction is complete.
Bighorse said after the casino drawings are complete
this month, construction bids
would go out.
Cooper also noted the casino
project was downsized due to
last year’s Bluestem Ranch
Purchase. Earlier plans called
for building two hotel towers with 250 rooms, but those

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Demolition began on the Osage Event Center in Tulsa on Dec. 21. Construction crews took down the building
and an empty lot now stands waiting for construction to begin.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

The Osage Event Center is gone as construction crews make way for the new buildings on Jan. 3.

plans were cut in half for the
single six-story tower now
planned.
For a later second expansion
phase, Cooper said the second hotel tower would be built

along with a parking garage.
A third phase would include
more hotel rooms, and more
casino and convention room
space. A fourth phase would
include developing retail and

golf course space north of the
casino, but Cooper cautioned
that phase could be 30 years
away.

Osage shareholder sues Minerals
Council for financial records

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

The Osage Casinos-Tulsa stands in the background as construction crews
ready the grounds for the expansion on Jan. 3.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

An area of the 43,000-acre Bluestem Ranch in November.

Congressman walks out
of Commerce meeting
over management of
Bluestem Ranch
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Congressman Joe Tillman walked out of an Emergency
Congressional Commerce, Gaming and Land Committee
meeting on Dec. 27, saying he did not want to take part in a
discussion about the Bluestem Ranch if the Bluestem Ranch
LLC board was not present.
Congressman William “Kugee” Supernaw, chair of the
See Bluestem
—Continued on Page 23

Patricia Spurrier Bright is
suing the Third Osage Minerals Council for not honoring a
request for financial records.
Spurrier Bright, an Osage
shareholder, filed suit in the
Osage Nation Trial Court on
Dec. 2. This is the first time
an Osage shareholder has
filed suit against the minerals
council for access to records.
She requested the general
ledger of the minerals council’s S510 and C395 accounts
on Oct. 16 under the Nation’s
open records law. She believes
the records would show the
council’s expenses and income
for the 2016 fiscal year. She
said she never got a response.
According to the open records law, a government entity
has 10 business days to reply
to a request, either with the records or a letter of denial. Violation of the open records law
is punishable by a fine of up
to $5,000, and the court also
awards court costs, attorney
fees and expenses.
“The reason I’m doing this is
I believe this council is the first
council in 110 years to spend
the million allotted to run the
council for the year, and they
really have nothing to show for
it,” Spurrier Bright said. “It’s
about transparency in government … and a lot of them ran
for council on that.”
The council is given a one
million dollar allotment from
the U.S. Treasury each year
and the money is placed in the
council’s C395 account. The
council’s S510 account is the
revenue from land plot maps
sold by the Osage Agency Bureau of Indian Affairs and that

revenue is controlled by the
OMC.
Spurrier Bright believes
the answers to her questions
about the council’s expenses
lie within the general ledgers
of the two accounts. She has
been told from various sources
that money is being spent frivolously on attorneys to answer
questions or attend to issues
that have already been settled,
in her opinion.
“They have messed with the
wrong shareholder this time.
Osage shareholders have every right to know how the
council is spending the money
because it’s our money,” she
said. “I think they’re wasting
shareholder money and they
think they don’t have to answer to anybody.”

The minerals council is
made up of eight council members: Everett Waller (chair),
Talee Redcorn, Stephanie
Erwin, Joseph Cheshewalla,
Cynthia Boone, Kathryn Red
Corn, Galen Crum and Andrew Yates.
The Osage Nation Attorney
General, Holli Wells, issued
a five-page opinion in August
that said the minerals council is subject to the Nation’s
Open Meetings law and Open
Records laws. The Osage Nation Supreme Court ruled the
minerals council is subject to
the Nation’s Constitution and
ethics law.
Chairman Waller did not
return comment before this article was published online.
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Osage Congress approves $44,000
for special election costs
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The March 2017 Osage Nation special election is being
funded with $44,000 after the
Fifth ON Congress passed a
supplemental
appropriation
bill during the Dec. 6 special
Congressional session.
That day, the Congress
unanimously approved the
supplemental
appropriation
bill ONCA 17-04 (sponsored by
Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead) allocating tribal funds to
pay for election-related costs
with the March 20 special election, which is a Monday. There
will also be early voting days
for this special election on Friday March 17 and Saturday
March 18.
Two questions will appear
on the special election ballot.
Osage voters will be voting
on questions regarding samesex marriage recognition by
the Nation and whether to
amend the Osage Constitution
to include language regarding
the annual tribal government
budget.

According to the bill, the
$44,000 is specifically for the
Election Office costs of the special election. “We ordered the
election and they (Election Office and Election Board) need
to be funded so they can move
forward with planning and
they are planning and they
need the funds to do so,” Buffalohead said.
In 2015, the Election Board
selected Texas-based Hart Intercivic as the election company to purchase election
equipment, software and support services for the 2016 general election. Election officials
said the goal of purchasing the
equipment versus renting is
an effort to bring more Election Day duties in-house.
In a related election update,
the Congress tabled action
on proposed amendments to
the Nation’s election law and
rules/regulations during the
December special session.
Buffalohead, who chairs
the Congressional governmental operations committee,
sponsored the legislation for
amending the election code

and election rules/ regulations,
but withdrew both documents
(ONCA 17-05 and ONCR 1707) on Dec. 6 citing an error
with the incorrect election
code document being used for
drafting the amendments.
Both documents are postponed
until a future regular or special session.
Congressional legal counsel
Loyed “Trey” Gill noticed the
current election code and the
new draft election code with
the proposed amendments did
not match up, prompting a
decision by the committee to
table the two documents. Ultimately, Buffalohead withdrew
both bills before the special
session ended.
In the meantime, the Election Office is accepting absentee ballot request forms for the
special election. The deadline
to request an absentee ballot
is Feb. 13 and those forms can
be downloaded from the Election Office website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-wedo/elections

Joint meeting
scheduled to
discuss increasing
oil and gas
production in
the Osage
Osage News
A joint meeting has been
called to discuss possible solutions to restart oil and gas production in the Osage.
The meeting involves the
Third Osage Minerals Council,
the Osage Nation Energy Services LLC, the Fifth Osage Nation Congress and the Office of
the Chiefs. It is scheduled for
Jan. 12 and will be held at the
Pawhuska Business Development Center from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. It is open to the public
and lunch will be provided.
According to the meeting
agenda, each entity will speak
briefly before getting to the
main discussion item: “working together to increase oil and
gas production and increase
the amount of money to our
Osage headright shareholders.”
Main agenda items include:
• Stalled production and low
Osage headright payments
• Osage preference in

Osage Congress passes
sovereign immunity waiver
for payroll service contract
Benny Polacca
Osage News
After a one-day session, the Fifth Osage Nation Congress adjourned the fourth special session on Dec. 27 after
passing a resolution for a sovereign immunity waiver in a
contract with an outside company to handle ON government employee payroll services.
According to the resolution (ONCR 17-09 sponsored
by Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt) the Congress is
authorizing a limited waiver of sovereign immunity from
suit, and consent to jurisdiction to PayCom for payroll services by contract. Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
signed the resolution the day after session ended.
The Osage Constitution states the Nation’s instrumentalities shall be immune from suit or process in any forum
“except to the extent that the (ON) Congress expressly
waives its sovereign immunity.”
Standing Bear said Oklahoma City-based PayCom was
the successful bidder for providing human resources and
payroll services for the Nation’s government. He also noted there is no appropriation request for the contract with
PayCom since the money was already appropriated in the
2017 fiscal year annual budget.
ON Assistant Attorney General Jeff Jones worked on
the PayCom contract with Human Resources Director
Scott Johnson and said PayCom would be handling the
Nation’s payroll services, which are currently done inhouse “with a fairly antiquated software program.” The
resolution and information regarding PayCom services
were discussed during a Congressional governmental operations committee meeting also held that day.
Johnson said the Nation’s current payroll software
system was installed in 1999. He also told the committee the PayCom software is capable of running reports for
various data and can also store applicant resumes online,
which can be updated by applicants after they apply for a
job online.
“This (PayCom) system will be more than just a payroll
system – It will manage the whole HR system from the
time we advertise a position … all the way until we pay
them, terminate them. It will also run all of our health
benefits,” Johnson told the Congressional governmental
operations committee that day. Johnson said nine companies responded to the Nation’s request for proposals (RFP)
process and after PayCom was selected, the sovereign
immunity waiver issue was raised during the contract
drafting.
Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead, a former Osage
Million Dollar Elm Casino HR employee, noted HR systems are “costly, but they’re needed and in the long run,
the benefit outweighs the cost as things are done quickly
See Immunity
—Continued on Page 19

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Osage elder and shareholder George Shannon gives a presentation at
the Osage Minerals Council’s Oil & Gas Summit Dec. 7 at the Osage Casinos in Skiatook. [Disclaimer: George Shannon is the grandfather of Osage
News Editor Shannon Shaw Duty.]

contracting and employment on lease activity
At the Oil and Gas Summit on Dec. 7, Osage elder and
shareholder George Shannon
gave a presentation about increasing production and improving the business climate
in the Osage. In a Dec. 8 letter to Standing Bear, Shannon
proposed establishing a Commission made up of members
from the OMC, ONES LLC
and the Congress to improve

conditions in Osage County
related to the management of
the Osage Mineral Estate.
Standing Bear said the
meeting is not how elected and
appointed leaders of the Osage
could personally benefit from
an increase in production with
a higher payment check, but
rather “how all Osages may
benefit from our combined efforts to increase production
and Osage headright payments.”

Health Authority Board holds community
meetings for health services feedback
Benny Polacca
Osage News
BARTLESVILLE, Okla.
– The Osage Nation Health
Authority Board is gathering
public feedback as part of its
strategic planning that could
mean changes to services
provided through ON departments or the Wah-ZhaZhi Health Center.
In December, the Health
Authority Board hosted
six community meetings to
have discussions with the
public and to take feedback
on current and past experiences with the health clinic
and services. The strategic
planning efforts come one
year after the Nation signed
a self-governance compact
to manage the clinic operations. The community meetings hosted by ON health
officials and the Health Authority Board were held in

3

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Linda Hinman received a computer for her grandchildren from the North
Pole Project, a program the ONPD takes part in. Investigator Mike Kennedy delivered the computers.

North Pole Project brings
smiles and computers
to new homes
Tara Madden
Osage News

BENNY POLACCA / Osage News

Chris Walker, a health field consultant, speaks during a Dec. 14 community health meeting hosted by the Osage Nation Health Authority Board which is taking feedback for strategic planning efforts for
the Nation’s health services.

Pawhuska, Hominy village,
Bartlesville, Ponca City,
Skiatook and the Grayhorse
village.
During the Dec. 12 Bartlesville community meeting,
ON Health and Wellness
Division Leader Manon Tillman said gathering feedback

is part of planning future
needs and possible adjustments to services. Attendees
at the meeting were also invited to fill out surveys asking health-related questions
See HBA
—Continued on Page 16

The Osage Nation Police Department is in its fifth year with
the North Pole Project, a program that distributes refurbished
computers to families in need during the Christmas season.
“I was honored to be a part of the North Pole Computer Project for the Osage Nation. I felt the sincere appreciation from the
recipients and know it will bring a big smile to all of those little
faces on Christmas morning,” said Osage Nation Police Department Investigator Mike Kennedy. “It brings joy to our hearts
when we’re able to reach out and positively affect someone’s life.”
The North Pole Project began in 2003 by the late retired Tulsa
Police Officer Glenn DeWeese, founder of PC Power. DeWeese
began building computers for children in need at Christmas
time. The program to date has provided computers for more than
1,000 families since established. This year 150 children received
computers for Christmas. The program is being run by another
retired police officer of Tulsa, Karen Ford.
“The Osage Nation Police Department and the TANF department worked together and were able to make this possible,”
Kennedy said.
See North Pole
—Continued on Page 7
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the Nation officially purchases
Ted Turner’s Bluestem Ranch,
the Nation will once again be
one of the largest landowners
in Osage County. The Nation
won the bid to purchase the
43,000-acre ranch on Jan. 28,
but the actual purchase didn’t
take place until early February when the Purchase of Sale
Agreement was signed.
ON Congress passes updated
gaming plan and bill regarding Bluestem Ranch purchase:
By majority vote, the Fourth
Osage Nation Congress gave
its blessing to the proposed
Bluestem Ranch purchase
during its 10th Special Session by passing two key legislative items for the Executive
Branch to proceed with the
land purchase bidding.
Ah Tha Tse Catering: We
Eat! Brian “Da Chef” Lookout offers gourmet lunches
to Pawhuska work force and
community.
Osage
Nation
receives
$265,000 HUD grant to help
homeless veterans: The Osage
Nation received $265,438
in federal grant funding
thanks to a joint effort by the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
and Department of Veterans
Affairs to address homelessness among Native American
military veterans or help those
at risk.
Osage
Congress
passes
bill for capital improvement
projects: Three capital asset
and improvement projects
for Osage Nation owned and
managed properties received
funding after the Fourth ON
Congress passed a $108,500
appropriation bill for the projects. A remodel of the patient
registration area in the WahZha-Zhi Health Center, new
ceiling and museum-quality
lighting throughout the Osage
Nation Museum and new
storefront doors for the ON
Congressional Office in the
Chambers building.
Osage Congress passes legislation for putting land into
trust: The Congress approved
to begin the process to place
several parcels of Osage Nation-owned land into trust
for gaming and non-gaming
purposes.
ON Supreme Court meets to
hear arguments in Standing
Bear vs. Whitehorn case: On
Jan. 29, the Osage Nation Supreme Court convened at the
tribal courthouse in Pawhuska to hear oral arguments
in the declaratory judgment
case Standing Bear v. Whitehorn, which is the lawsuit that
was filed against the Fourth
ON Congress by Principal
Chief
Geoffrey
Standing
Bear for alleged Constitutional
violations.

March 2016
Ted turner responds to the
Osage Nation’s bid for Bluestem Ranch: TV media mogul
Ted Turner said he is “pleased”
with the purchase agreement
for the Bluestem Ranch is now
signed with the Osage Nation
taking ownership.
Vann Wildcat is 2016
OKWA Novice State Champion: Seven-year-old Vann Wild-

cat finished his first season of
wrestling undefeated – and as
the 2016 OKWA Novice State
Champion.
As the 2016 Congressional
election nears, ON Congress
passes revised election code:
The 2016 election season proceeded with the Osage Nation
following a revised election
code and rules and regulations
for governing the general election activities.
Nation breaks ground on
Skiatook’s Sky Lodge Estates:
When completed, Sky Lodge
Estates will have 15 homes
with three or four bedrooms,
which will be rental or rentto-own homes. The Nation’s
Housing Program under the
Tribal Works Department will
be managing the housing and
is also accepting applications
for the homes.
Osage Nation awarded HUD
grant for new Hominy Wellness
Center: The Osage nation is
receiving an $800,000 federal
grant to building a new Hominy Wellness Center, which
would replace the current fitness center in the Industrial
park. The U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development announced the $800,000
award to the Nation with the
funding coming from the Indian Community Development
Block Grant program, which
supports a wide range of community development and affordable housing activities,
according to a news release.

April 2017
Fifteen candidates file for
the 2016 Osage Congressional
Election: The candidates were
vying for six seats on the Fifth
Osage Nation Congress. It
marked the lowest amount of
Congressional candidates the
Osage Nation has had since
the new government was ratified in 2006.
Nation moves forward after
ON Supreme Court ruling: The
Osage Nation Supreme Court
issued its opinion in the Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear v. Congressional Speaker
Maria Whitehorn case and
declared several sections of
recently passed legislation unconstitutional and ruled one
section of the bill challenged
by the Executive Branch is
constitutional.
Petitions mailed to those
scheduled for removal from
Osage membership roll: The
Osage Nation Attorney General Office sent approximately 60 notices to individuals
scheduled for removal from
the Osage Nation’s membership roll.
Attorney General opinion
says Budget Parameters Act
unconstitutional: In light of
the Osage Nation Supreme
Court ruling in Standing Bear
v. Whitehorn, the ON Attorney General issued an opinion
on the Budget Parameter and
Limitations Act was unconstitutional and void.
Tenth anniversary of Osage
Constitution recognized in
Chief’s address: March 2016
marks the 10 year anniversary
of the Osage Nation Constitution and its three-branch government as it operates today.

May 2016
Osage woman joins Peace

Corps, stationed in Africa:
Rachel Dailey embarked on
a two-year adventure in the
Peace Corps. Dailey is stationed in Mozambique, Africa,
to conduct work related in the
health field.
Bluestem Ranch LLC board
meets for the first time, elects
chair: The Osage Nation Bluestem Ranch LLC board met
for the first time to consider
budgetary matters and elected
Faren Anderson as its chair.
Thomas Eaves appears in
ON Trial Court on seconddegree homicide charge: The
Osage Nation has charged
Thomas Mongrain Eaves with
second-degree homicide in the
death of his girlfriend, Starr L.
Pennington. Eaves appeared
in ON Trial Court on April 22
in Pawhuska. It was the first
homicide case for the Osage
Nation since it reformed its
government in 2006.
Parents organize in response
to Youth Academy funding
cut by ON Congress: Osage
parents organized after the
Fourth Osage Nation Congress
declined to fund the WahZha-Zhi Youth Academies in
Pawhuska, Fairfax, and Hominy. The youth academy is an
after school program for Osage
youth ages 5-18 and also has
a summer program. It offers
various educational and physical activities, as well as Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematical (STEM)
programs.
ON Congress passes same
sex marriage bill, with limitations: The Fourth Osage
Nation Congress passed a
Same-Sex Marriage law April
7, recognizing same-sex marriages from other jurisdictions
but not allowing the ON Trial
Court to perform the same-sex
marriages.
Catcher announces resignation as Osage Nation Treasurer: Osage Nation Treasurer
Callie Catcher resigns, effective at the end of April, according to her resignation letter.
Before staring at the Osage
Nation in March 2012, Catcher, a Cherokee citizen, was
Treasurer for the Cherokee
Nation and worked in other financial CN posts for 10 years.

May 2016 Special Edition
Election Day is June 6, six
seats available on Fifth Osage
Nation Congress: Election Day
is June 6. Candidates are holding campaign rallies, signs
are popping up all over Osage
County, meet and greet invita-

tions are floating around the
three districts, dinners and
joint events all make for an enthusiastic election year.
First group in Congressional
Debates discuss funding priorities and Separation of Powers: Myron Red Eagle, Maria
Whitehorn, RJ Walker, Fi Davis, and Rebekah Horsechief,
answer questions at the Osage
News Candidate Debates at
the Osage Casinos in Skiatook. The questions pertain
to constituent service centers,
the Nation’s permanent fund,
Separation of Powers, funding
priorities and the Open Records law.
Second group in Congressional Debates discuss Osage
language participation, Constitutional amendments and
WYA: Archie Mason, Hank
Hainzinger,
John
Maker,
Jacque Jones and Brandy
Lemon. Each candidate was
given two minutes for opening
remarks, three minutes to answer each question, one minute for a rebuttal or additional
comments and two minutes for
a closing statement.
Third debate group discusses tribal sovereignty, term
limits, and the Nation’s future:
John Jech, Shannon Edwards,
Danette Daniels, Joe Tillman
and Michael Bristow answer
questions at the Osage News
Candidate Debates at the
Osage Casinos in Skiatook.
ON Congressional candidates speak to Southern California Osage voters: Ten of
15 Osage candidates running
for Osage Nation Congressional office in the June election
travel to the United Osages of
Southern California annual
spring gathering on April 23.
One
ON
constitutional
amendment question on 2016
ballot: Osage voters will be
asked to consider one constitutional amendment on their
ballots when they vote in the
June 6 general election regarding the maximum punishment allowed to be issued by
the Osage Nation tribal court
system.

charged with the murder of
Pawhuska resident Rick Holt.
Osage Nation buys Ted
Turner’s Bluestem Ranch for
just over $74M: Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear signed the final
documents to purchase 43,000plus acres from media mogul
Ted Turner. The transaction
took place in a downtown office at Musselman’s Abstract
Co., on June 8.
Osage Nation Museum hosts
grand re-opening, showcases
new exhibits: Renovations are
completed at the Osage Nation
Museum and new exhibits are
being displayed. The museum
held a Grand Re-opening on
May 20 to exhibit the renovations.
Record number of absentee
ballots mailed for June 6 election: The Osage Nation Election Office reported it received
1,930 absentee ballot requests
for the June 6 election. Election
Supervisor Alexis Rencountre
told the Election Board this
year’s number of absentee ballots mailed out is a record high
from past Osage elections.
New candidates’ education
and work experience examined: The resumes and work
experience for the nine candidates who ran against the
incumbents was examined
before the election on June 6.
The Congress is responsible
for overseeing the Nation’s
money, laws affecting the Nation and its citizens, a general
knowledge of federal law affecting tribes, and traditionally, Osage congress members
serve as ambassadors on an
international, national and
cultural scale.

July 2016

June 2016
Five incumbents, one new
Congressman elected to Fifth
ON Congress: The Osage people re-elected five incumbents
and one new Congressman to
the Fifth Osage Nation Congress in the 2016 general election. In complete and unofficial
results announced shortly
after 10:30 p.m. on June 6,
the following Osages received
the highest votes: Archie Mason-941 (7.88 percent of total
votes cast), Joe Tillman-926
(7.76 percent), Maria Whitehorn-926 (7.76 percent), RJ
Walker-890 (7.45 percent),
Shannon Edwards-776 (6.50
percent), and John Maker-721
(6.04 percent)
Election winners express
thanks, happiness to serve: After about 90 minutes of waiting, the Osage Nation Election
Board and staff announced
the results of the 2016 general
election.
Osage Nation picks up Reece
brothers case after DA fumbles:
The Osage Nation issued two
warrants May 23 for the arrest
of Jeremy and Tyler Reece,
the Pawhuska brothers were

Bluestem Ranch board and
Standing Bear at odds over bison: The Bluestem Ranch LLC
board announced in their last
meeting they are not in favor
of putting bison on the newly
acquired 43,000-acre ranch,
despite Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear’s stated
priorities for the land.
Fifth ON Congress members take their oaths of office:
Osages took their oaths of office at the Osage Casino Hotel
to serve four-year terms on the
Fifth Osage Nation Congress
starting July 6.
Archie Mason elected Congressional Speaker, Hamilton
re-elected Second Speaker:
Osage Nation Congressman
Archie Mason returned to the
Speaker’s seat on July 7 after
a few rounds of Congressional member officer elections.
Mason, re-elected to his third
Congressional term in June,
served as the inaugural Speaker of Congress in 2006 and
served three more consecutive
one-year terms until 2010 during the First ON Congressional tenure.
Osage orthography included
in Unicode 9.0; Language Department developing app: The
latest languages released by
Unicode version 9.0 were announced and the Osage orthography is included. The historic
achievement has been something the Osage language department has strived toward
See Year in Review
—Continued on Page 6
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Osage Congress votes
down appropriation for
preservation of Jesuit
archives of Osage
Mission Collection
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Citing caution and fiscal responsibility, and the absence
of three Congress members,
an attempt to secure $90,000
to preserve historic Osage records kept at the Jesuit Archives in St. Louis, failed.
According to an email sent
to the Fifth Osage Nation
Congress from Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear on
Dec. 19, he and his advisor
John Williams visited the archives and said the condition
of the “Osage Mission Collection” was deteriorating.
“These include a translation
of the Holy Bible into Osage as
it was spoken in the 1840s and
1850s, dictionaries, grammar
books, letters to the Pope, and
other rare documents,” Standing Bear wrote in the email.
“Because these documents are
over 150 years old and deteriorating, we asked if they would
preserve them and copy them
into a computer using digital
technology.”
The preservation, conservation and digitization of the
material, and an agreement to
give the Osage Nation a copy
of the collection, would cost
$90,000.

Culture Committee
The Congressional Culture
Committee discussed ONCA
17-16, a bill to appropriate the
$90,000 to the Language and
Culture Division of the Nation,
sponsored by Congressman
Otto Hamilton, on Dec. 27 during the one-day Fourth Special
Session.
Congress members Hamilton, Joseph Tillman, Alice
Buffalohead, and Speaker Angela Pratt, sit on the committee. Williams said when they
visited the archives last year
there were several boxes, old
cardboard file boxes full of papers and ledgers. He said the
bindings on the ledgers were
in poor condition but still “very
legible.”
“We did see what was a creation story, as told by those
people in the 1820s-1840s.
Also a story preparing for a big
buffalo hunt,” he said. “They
were of things that no one has
cultural knowledge of anymore
... let’s teach our young people
about where we were and who
we were.”
He said he was concerned

those materials might not exist in the next 20 years. Tillman asked if the Nation’s
Archives Department had
been consulted, or if the grants
management department had
been consulted on possible
grants to pay for the expense.
He also asked whether Jesuits held any Osage headrights
and if so then they could probably pay for it.
Assistant Principal Chief
Raymond Red Corn answered
Tillman and said the Nation’s
archives department doesn’t
handle historic materials; they
store the Nation’s files and
paperwork for a certain period of time and then dispose
of it. In terms of the grants
management department, he
said since the Nation doesn’t
own the collection he said he
was doubtful an entity would
award a grant to the Nation.
Hamilton said that the headright system didn’t begin until
the 1900s and he doubted the
Jesuits would have headright
money since the records were
kept from when the Osages
were in St. Paul, Kans., before
they were moved to Oklahoma.
Buffalohead said there were
a number of reasons why she
didn’t want to vote on the money at this time. She said the
session was called last minute, not all members of Congress were present, especially
Congressman Ron Shaw who
is the appropriations committee chair. Congress members
Shannon Edwards and Maria
Whitehorn were also absent.
She also stressed that a priority for her was making sure the
Hominy Indian Village had the
money to fix its water pressure
system because they recently
learned there was not enough
water pressure to put out a
house fire in the village.
“We can’t very well put $4
million into a building and
have our village members unsafe. I will be voting no based
off of time alone, and not having all of our members here
to pass something like this. I
would rather hear this in the
spring,” Buffalohead said.
“Maybe this is a priority of the
Executive Branch and I feel
like $90,000 is a lot of money
and we need to get on the same
page … knowing some other
needs are coming up. I would

Courtesy Photo/Kansas Historical Society

Osage Catholic Mission historical marker, St. Paul, Kans.

Courtesy Photo/Geoffrey Standing Bear

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear took this photo of the Lord’s Prayer in the Osage language while viewing
the Osage Mission Collection in the Jesuit Archives, located in St. Louis.

prefer to wait on this until the
spring session.”
Williams noted there were
17 Osage villages in the St.
Paul area during that time
and there were 17 Osage leaders.
“I understand priorities,
water pressure in Hominy village is really important. I also
agree this is important and I
can appreciate what you said
and that’s why you’re elected
to make decisions like that,” he
said to Buffalohead. “There’s
even a letter for Pah-Ne-NoPah-She to the Pope. They
don’t understand the Catholic influence on our people or
how we lost our old religions.
I can’t disagree with the importance of water in Hominy
though … but, as these priorities come up, you members of
these committees, you have to
make these decisions.”
Red Corn said the records
only exist in one place and the

Nation would be paying for the
preservation, stabilization of
the paper, and the duplication
of the records.
“Once its here, it’s here.
And all these people who are
researching the language, culture and Catholic Church in
the Osage, I know there’s ambivalence here, but this is also
a historical priority, and I personally believe in it,” he said.

Vote
Voting “yes” on ONCA 1716 were Congress members
Hamilton, John Maker, Archie
Mason, James Norris and RJ
Walker. Voting “no” were Supernaw, Tillman, Buffalohead
and Pratt.
Standing Bear had this to
say about the vote.
“We appreciate those Congress members who voted for
the Jesuit Archives Osage
Mission project and we will try
again.”

Osage Mission Collection
According to the Jesuit Archives website, the Jesuit
mission to the Osage Nation,
located in what is now St. Paul,
Kans., was established in 1847
on the right bank of Flat Rock
Creek. The collection contains
correspondence,
operational
records, writings, publications,
photographs, and memorabilia
related to the history of the Jesuit mission.
The bulk of the collection is
from the period of 1845-1898
but also includes information
from the period of 1832-1997.
There are three record cartons
and one oversize box. The Jesuits of the Missouri Province
created the collection and the
language in the material is
English, Osage and Latin. The
collection is open for research.
For more information, visit:
http://jesuitarchives.org/collections/missouri-province-archive/osage-mission-collection/

Osage directed film about the
Osage language to be shown
at NMAI Film Festival
Osage News
A film on the Osage language, directed by Osage artist
Ryan RedCorn, will be shown
at the Mother Tongue Film
Festival in Washington, D.C.,
on Feb. 22.
The film festival, hosted by
the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of the American Indian, highlights Native languages.

Invisible Nations
The film, executive produced
by Allison Herrera, reporter
for PRI Public Radio International and producer of Invisible Nations, and FireThief
Productions, brings a glimpse
of the formation and success of

the Osage Nation’s language
revitalization efforts.
An interview with Herman
“Mogri” Lookout narrates the
efforts of saving a language
many thought to be lost. Decades of acculturation to the
Osage tribal members threatened to wipe out the language,
but through efforts by Lookout
and the many other Osages
living on what was once their
reservation, they developed
a unique orthography to aid
in pronunciation of the words
many have described as “difficult to learn.”
Current efforts such as
language classes for adults,
online classes, immersion
techniques for Osage youth

Courtesy Photo

A scene from the film that will be shown at the Mother Tongue Film Festival in Washington, D.C., on Feb. 22.

and a language app on Quizlet

Invisible Nations is a multi-

part of the Finding America se-

is helping to connect Osages

media project investigating and

ries, which pairs independent

throughout the United States

exploring the lives of Native

producers with public media

and the world.

people in their communities as

station incubators.
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since they filed their application in mid-2014.
Nine-foot statue of Chief
James Bigheart unveiled: A
$90,000 statue of Chief James
Bigheart, renown among the
Osage for his leadership, was
unveiled in front of the new
Law Building on the Osage
Campus, June 22.
June 6 election results unchanged after recount: After
three hours of recounting, the
Osage Nation Election Board
announced the outcome of the
June 6 general election will
stand and certified the results.

August 2016
ON Supreme Court hears
oral arguments in Ethics Act
case against minerals council:
The Osage Nation Supreme
Court heard oral arguments
from attorneys representing
the five Osage Minerals Council members and the Osage
Nation on June 7 in Pawhuska. The Osage Nation brought
suit against five members of
the Osage Minerals Council
for failing to turn in signed
affidavits of gifts received in
2015. The Osage Nation’s Ethics Act requires elected officials to turn in the affidavits.
Media Mogul Ted Turner
to attend Osage Nation celebration of Bluestem Ranch
acquisition: Media Mogul Ted
Turner will be present at the
Osage Nation celebration of
the Bluestem Ranch acquisition on Aug. 24. “We seek to
preserve, protect and sustain
the land,” Standing Bear said
in a news release. The land
will officially change hands on
Aug. 24 and the celebration
will be located at the Bluestem
Ranch near Hominy.
Osage boxer Ben Cottingham
working to go pro next year:
Ben Cottingham is on the cusp
of becoming a professional boxer. He is 23-5 in his amateur
career. A split decision came
between him and a national
championship in May. “Ben is
an awesome fighter with a big
heart, we have been working
on technique and footwork a
lot and have hopes he will go
pro by this time next year,”
said Earl Gilkey, his boxing
coach and trainer of 12 years.
Conflicting views over recent
OMC draft resolution and letter to BIA: The question of who
does the Osage Mineral Estate
belong to is a question that’s
been asked repeatedly since
2006. And according to ta draft
resolution and letter from the
Third Osage Minerals Council
to the BIA Osage Agency Superintendent Robin Phillips,
the question is being asked
again.
Rosemary Wood joins Osage
News as columnist on Osage
energy matters: Former twoterm Osage Tribal Councilwoman Rosemary Wood is
joining the Osage News as a
columnist on Osage energy
matters.

September 2016
Osage Nation celebrates
purchase of Bluestem Ranch: A
white covered air-conditioned
tent with a stage, chandelier lighting and hundreds

of chairs stood on the rolling
hills of the Bluestem Ranch to
serve as the venue where the
Osage Nation celebrated the
43,000-acre ranch purchase
on a breezy and toasty
summer day.
Man files ethic complaint on
Osage official for harassment
and misconduct: After his father’s death in November of
last year, Wilhelm Murg, Jr.
became the sole heir to his
Osage mother’s estate. He alleged that Osage Minerals
Councilwoman Cynthia Boone,
his first cousin, improperly
used her influence as an elected official to try and purchase
the estate for a low bid.
Osages display at 95th Annual Santa Fe Indian Market, largest Native art market
in the world: In booth No.
508 on Old Santa Fe Trail in
downtown historic Santa Fe
plaza is Addie Roanhorse and
her brother Dante Biss-Grayson. Their bright and colorful
paintings stand out in the sea
of pottery, sculpture and jewelry. They are a second generation of Osage artists that have
made it a tradition to show at
the Santa Fe Indian Market.
Wahzhazhe Youth Council
held rally in support of Standing Rock Sioux Tribe: The
Wahzhazhe Youth Council
held a rally in support of the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s
fight against the construction
of the Dakota Access Pipeline
through their reservation.
Chief Standing Bear visits
with Rep. Frank Lucas about
the Native Languages Reauthorization Act: U.S. Congressman Frank Lucas visited with
Osage Nation Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear and
his administration during
an Aug. 9 visit to Pawhuska.
At the start of the meeting, a
group of Osage language immersion school students came
to the Chief’s office and sang
a song in the Osage language
for Lucas (R-Okla.), with his
staff members and ON officials
present.

The Osage Nation delegation
arrived at the Sacred Stone
Camp at approximately 5:10
p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 6. As
the delegations’ vehicles came
over a small hillside they could
see the campsites.
Angela Pratt elected Osage
Nation Congressional Speaker:
The Fifth Osage Nation Congress elected Congresswoman
Angela Pratt to be Congressional Speaker on Sept. 28. In an
7-5 vote Pratt bested Second
Speaker Otto Hamilton, who
will remain Second Speaker.
Osage man charged with
second-degree homicide is
freed: After what has been a
federal and tribal legal quagmire, Thomas Mongrain Eaves
was released from Osage
County Jail. Eaves, 57, was
arrested in August of last year
for allegedly beating to death
his non-Indian girlfriend Starr
Pennington, 44, at his residence on federal Indian land.
The case was tried in April in
federal court.
Fifth ON Congress passes resolution of support for
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe:
The Fifth Osage Nation Congress opened their 2016 TziZho Session with a vote of
support for the Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe in North Dakota,
which is protesting and suing
an energy company to stop a
pipeline from being built near
their reservation and drinking
water sources.
Chief Standing Bear issued
proclamation in support of
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe:
Osage Nation Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear issued
a proclamation in support of
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
in its fight against the Dakota
Access Oil Pipeline on Sept. 1.
Five Osage elders to be honored at AARP Oklahoma Indian Elder Honors Oct. 10:
Mary Gray Bighorse, Charles
“Chuck” Hessert, Nancy Keil,
Ardina Revard Moore and
Minerals Councilwoman Kathryn Redcorn were honored at
this year’s 8th AARP Oklahoma Indian Elder Honors.

ON Congress passes budgets,
Chief Standing Bear vetoes five
bills: With less than 48 hours
remaining in the 2016 fiscal
year, the Fifth Osage Nation
Congress passed the remaining governmental operations
budgets and other spending
bills.
Osage delegation accepted
into Sacred Stone Camp on
Standing Rock Reservation:

December 2016
Osage Nation and Osage Casino celebrate start of Tulsa casino and hotel project: Scores
of Osage Nation government
officials, gaming officials, local Tulsa dignitaries and
members of the Osage public
gathered here on a breezy fall
morning to celebrate expanding the flagship Osage Casino
on Nov. 17.
Chief Standing Bear sends
letter to Gov. Fallin to begin
gaming compact negotiations:
The Oklahoma state gaming
compacts for 39 tribes in Oklahoma will expire in 2020. It
may seem early to begin nego-

tiations with Gov. Mary Fallin, but if the previous compact
negotiations are any example,
the process could take years.
Osage joins Veterans Stand
for Standing Rock in North
Dakota: Osages have followed
Chris Turley’s journey on social media since he left on foot
from Pawhuska Nov. 17 and
said he was walking to the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s
reservation in North Dakota.
Granddaughter of WWI
Osage Code Talker honored at
Veterans Day dance: Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
presented Frances Chouteau
Jones with an Osage Code
Talker medal in honor of her
grandfather, WWI Osage Code
Talker Augustus Chouteau at
this year’s Veterans Day dance
at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural
Center.
Chief Standing Bear sues
ON Congress for second time
in ON Supreme Court: For the
second time, Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear is asking the Osage Nation Supreme
Court to rule on the constitutionality of laws passed by
the Osage Nation Congress.
Standing Bear is alleging 10
laws, most of which are appropriation laws passed in the
September Tzi-Zho Session,
are unconstitutional in part
and violate Article V in the
Constitution, the Distribution
of the Powers of Government;
Article VI, Legislature and its
powers and Article VII, the Executive Branch and its powers.
Osage employee petition
starts after law cuts employee
leave: Osage Nation Police
Department employee Miya
McKim circulated a petition
against a new law that did
away with employee administrative leave. The act, to
repeal and replace the Osage
Nation Work Force Pay for
Performance Act with the
Merit Based Employment
System Act, was sponsored
by Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards.

Osage Congress repeals
ONCA 16-100, passes
appropriation bills in
special session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

November 2016

October 2016

Ruling may pave way for
additional wind farms in
Osage County: The Oklahoma
Supreme Court rejected appeals from the Osage County
Board of Adjustments, thus
allowing work to continue on
Mustang Run wind farm. The
Tradewind Energy project
sits on 15,000 acres held by
the Drummond family west of
Pawhuska.
Pawhuska merchants brace
for the opening of the Pioneer
Woman Mercantile: Pawhuska
may never be the same. The
Pioneer Woman Mercantile
opened its doors on Oct. 31.

Osage voters to decide definition of marriage in Special
Election: The Fifth Osage Nation Congress is referring the
question to Osage voters of
whether or not the definition of
marriage in Osage law should
include same-sex couples. The
Osage Nation Election Board
has set the date for the Special
Election for March 20, 2017.
Osage
Nation
receives
$960,000 in class action settlement: The Osage Nation
received $960,700.17 in a
settlement as part of a classaction lawsuit against the Bureau of Indian Affairs in which
hundreds of tribes and tribal
organizations will receive settlement shares for unpaid contract support costs.
As Powwow Season ends,
Osage dancers get ready for
the Indian National Finals
Powwow: The inaugural Indian National Finals Powwow
is shaping up to be the culmination of the powwow season,
with big prize money bringing in dancers from the United States and Canada, each
vying for the title of World
Champion.

In the first of two special sessions held in December, the Fifth
Osage Nation Congress voted to repeal a bill that overhauled the
Nation’s merit employment system that garnered controversy
and complaints from both employees and the Osage public.
On Dec. 6, the Congress passed bill ONCA 17-09 (sponsored by
Congressman Otto Hamilton), which repeals bill ONCA 16-100
that was passed at the end of the 2016 Tzi-Zho Session. ONCA
17-09 also reinstates all paid time off (PTO) hours lost due to
implementation of ONCA 16-100.
The repeal of ONCA 16-100 comes after many in the Osage
public, which included Executive Branch interpretations of the
new law, complained about the changes to the merit system
which included reduction in PTO hours and changes to the leave
policies that would instead be written into Osage law.
Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead supported the repeal of
ONCA 16-100, but believed there were constant issues with the
branches agreeing on a fair merit system for the Nation’s employees. She encouraged the Congress members to support the
repeal and “hopefully we can go back to the drawing board and
roll something out that is a fit for everyone.”
With ONCA 16-100’s repeal, the Nation is back to operating
under the Nation’s original Work Force Pay for Performance Act.
Also during the early December special session, the Congress
passed several appropriation bills with supplemental funding
for government operations.
Those funding bills approved during the special session held
Nov. 28-Dec. 6 include:
• ONCA 17-04 (Buffalohead) is a supplemental appropriation bill to provide funding to two different
operations in the executive administration division.
Buffalohead said a $44,000 appropriation in tribal
funds is to be used toward special election costs for the
March 20 election and two early voting day costs.
Congressman RJ Walker said the bill also appropriates
$172,637 in federal funds for two grants recently awarded to the
Nation. One grant was awarded to the Osage Minerals Council
and the Nation’s Office of Self-Governance, Planning and Grants
Management would administer the grants, Walker said. The
second grant is for a feasibility study on the Nation-owned Tulsa
airpark property to study future economic developments for the
See CONGRESS
—Continued on Page 22
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Tree of Gifts provides
Christmas presents for
Osage children in need
Tara Madden
Osage News
Christmas can be less joyous
and more challenging when it
comes to families in need.
The Osage Nation Financial
Assistance Department hosted
the annual Tree of Gifts, a program to supply their Osage
clients in the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
program with Christmas presents for their children. The
tree held paper ornaments that
listed the Christmas wishes of
48 children, ages ranging from
one-and-a-half to 17 years.
The lists included such things
as clothing, hover boards, movies, toys, walking toys for babies, Xboxes and games.
The clients come from Hominy, Fairfax, Pawhuska and
Skiatook.
“I am overwhelmed by the
number of employees and constituents that have reached out
this year and helped by sponsoring the ornaments,” said
Cherokee Cheshewalla, case
manager for the department.
“This is great for the program
and for the children that will
be receiving the gifts.”
Employees and elected officials have all helped in making Christmas better for the
children of Osage County with
families in need. One family alone chose to help nine
children by taking nine ornaments, which is remarkable
and very thoughtful, Cheshewalla said.
She also said an out-of-state
Osage tribal member requested an ornament be scanned
and sent to them in Texas
where they ordered gifts online and had them shipped to
the financial assistance office.
The gifts were organized and
separated by towns to make it
easier for delivery. The financial assistance team will de-

Trial

–from Page 1

including the memberships of
their children, according to the
AG’s office.
This will be the first jury
trial for the Osage Nation.
The attorney for Lintner,
Skiatook-based Brad Hilton
of Hilton Law Office and First
Assistant to the Attorney General Clint Patterson, met in
chambers Dec. 21 with Judge
Stout to discuss the nation’s
motion for summary judgment.
Judge Stout denied the motion for summary judgment
and further questioned Hilton and Patterson about the
requirements for membership
with the Nation. Patterson
said the requirements are in
the Osage Constitution and require the person to be a direct
lineal descendant of an Osage
Allottee from the 1906 membership roll. He said when
Lintner was enrolled in 2013
former Principal Chief John
Red Eagle was chief and the
“directive” came “top down”
to the membership director at
the time.

Lola C. Brown
According to the petition
mailed to Lintner in April, her
ancestor Lola C. Brown was
not the legitimate daughter of
Paschal F. Canville, original
Osage Allottee No. 1054. According to the petition, both
the Oklahoma District Court

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Tree of Gifts is a program to make sure Osage families in need have
Christmas presents for their children.

liver the gifts to the children’s
homes on Dec. 21.
The Osage Casino had a
toy drive and will supplement
where a child lacks in gifts,

for Osage County and the U.S.
Department of Interior determined Brown is not the descendent of Canville. Further,
Brown is not on the 1906 roll,
despite being born in 1888.
All Osages were supposed to
have been enrolled in 1906 to
make up the final roll. Patterson said membership disputes
arose in 1907 and a trial before
the U.S. Senate questioned the
legitimacy of 100 members.
Hilton told Judge Stout that
they have a paternity affidavit
from Canville, stating he is the
father of Brown, and affidavits from the doctor who delivered Brown, a neighbor, and a
stagecoach driver.
“These aren’t paternity affidavits we would accept today,”
Patterson said.
The Osage membership statute states a person must have
a certified birth certificate and
death certificate when proving lineal descent, Patterson
said. Since Oklahoma was not
a state until 1907, Judge Stout
asked if birth certificates were
issued then? He also asked
Hilton whether they could
prove Lintner was related to
existing descendants of Canville via DNA testing. Hilton
said he would look further into
DNA testing.
Judge Stout asked Hilton if
the Bureau of Indian Affairs
had any records of Brown. Hilton said, “The BIA does not
want to participate,” and that
they’ve subpoenaed them “and
they basically said no.” Stout

said Andrea Kemble, financial
assistance director.
To learn more about the
Tree of Gifts for 2017, please
contact Financial Services at
(918) 287-5325.

said they only need the BIA to
verify whether the documents
were in their records and that
they did not have to appear in
court.

Removal
According to the petition,
if a jury finds Lintner guilty
of fraudulent membership
she could face paying back all
monetary benefits she received
from the Nation. Those would
include financial assistance for
direct services, including the
ON Health Benefit Card. She
would also be responsible for
attorney fees and costs. Since
Lintner is the elder of her relatives charged, her case will
decide the fate of 15 other individuals who also claim their
ancestor was Lola C. Brown.
According to the petition, all
15 individuals received their
enrollments between the years
of 2012-2013.
Until the judge rules on the
case, all benefits and direct
services will be denied to those
under investigation for fraudulent membership.
Patterson said the membership office is supposed to
conduct an audit of the membership list sometime in the
future but has not yet received
the funding to hire a company.
Both attorneys were ordered
by Judge Stout to prepare
their legal briefs and a hearing has been set for March 1 at
1:30 p.m.
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Osage Congress votes
down rule change
on establishing
committee quorums
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Fifth Osage Nation Congress debated a proposed
change to its Congressional rules regarding attendance at
committee meetings, but ultimately voted down the motion during the Dec. 2 special session.
Written rules regarding the Congressional operations
and parliamentary procedures are used by the 12-member
Congress for governing sessions, electing Congressional
officers, and specifying other legislative duties and powers. These rules are subject to amendments initially considered by the Congressional Rules and Ethics Committee
and then must receive a two-thirds Congressional vote to
amend the rules.
The three-member Rules and Ethics Committee considered an amendment to the rule regarding attendance during Congressional committee meetings. Congresswoman
and committee member Alice Buffalohead proposed the
change, which sought to state a quorum is established by
having committee members present either in-person or
by electronic means during the interim (when special or
regular sessions are not taking place).
The Congressional rules currently state: “A committee
can only take up bills or resolutions for consideration if a
quorum of the committee is present. A quorum is a majority of the members of the committee. In order to establish
a quorum, committee members shall be required to attend
stated meetings in person. Quorums will not be allowed to
be established through the use of electronic means.”
Congresswoman Maria Whitehorn said she supported
the current rule because she did not want to see committees get to the point of only meeting via telephone calls. “I
just don’t think that would be a good road to walk down,”
she said of a scenario if five members of a six-person committee were only available by telephone and only one person could physically attend a meeting.
Buffalohead noted that some committees meet more
than others and that Congress members were free to decide which committees to join during yearly committee
formations. She also said she didn’t believe the attendance
issue would get out of hand and noted some Congress
members either live outside the Nation or must travel for
other jobs, but would be able to attend via phone. “I think
if they’re taking the time to get on the call and participate
we should let them vote and count them as a quorum,”
she said.
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards, also a rules and
ethics committee member, recalled an emergency Congressional Affairs Committee meeting in October when
she called into the meeting, but an in-person quorum was
not formed by the meeting start time. The meeting started
late after another committee member was able to make
the meeting in-person, she said. “But I couldn’t vote, we
couldn’t start the meeting because someone else wasn’t
there … I think (the rule change) will help with the flow,”
she said, adding the main agenda item was approval of a
purchase requisition, which is part of “regular course of
business stuff.”
Congressman Ron Shaw noted a person’s comments are
sometimes not as strong over a telephone during a meeting versus in-person, which can impact that person’s debate, persuasion or chance to influence fellow committee
members. Shaw said he would support the rule change,
which would benefit those committees considering regular
business matters.
The Congressional Affairs Committee, for example,
meets often during the interim to consider Congressional
Office matters including payables, cell phone stipends,
travel requests for staff and Congress members, equipment and outside service purchases and rentals and Congressional staff personnel matters.
The proposed rule change failed with seven “no” votes
from Congress members Otto Hamilton, John Maker,
James Norris, William “Kugee” Supernaw, Joe Tillman,
RJ Walker and Whitehorn. “Yes” votes came from Buffalohead, Edwards, Archie Mason, Shaw and Congressional
Speaker Angela Pratt.
For more information on the Congressional Committees, visit the ON Legislative Branch website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/congressional-legislative-branch/committee-information.

North Pole

–from Page 3

Five families in Osage County received computers from the
project this year.
The recipients of this year’s
gift were as follows:
• Joyce Wann of Fairfax
and her three children
• Julia Maker of Pawhuska and her son
• Scott K. and children
• Linda Hinman of
Pawhuska and her
two grandchildren
• Mary Gilley of Hominy and
her three grandchildren
Police officers distribute the
computers to their new owners
the week before Christmas.

The officers delivered the computers to Tulsa, Jenks, Broken Arrow, Sapulpa and Sand
Springs police departments,
along with Cherokee Nation
and Osage Nation.
Kennedy went to Tulsa’s
Fraternal Order of Police
Lodge to collect the computers that were to be distributed
in Osage County on Dec. 21.
Recipients chose to go to the
ONPD in Pawhuska to pick
up their computers. Kennedy
helped them to their cars and
offered his assistance to install
the computers at their homes.
For more information about
the North Pole Computer Project and PC power, visit www.
TulsaPCPower.org.
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Leonard Wood has numerous
opportunities for the Osage
and discussions have begun.
The United States Army Corps
of Engineers has a massive
presence in Missouri and has
federal minority set-aside requirements where the Osage
may contract.”
Standing Bear named nine
individuals to be on the committee, including himself.
They are: Standing Bear, Assistant Principal Chief Ray-

mond Red Corn, Speaker of the
Congress Angela Pratt, Gaming Commission Chair Marsha
Harlan, Tallgrass Economic
Development LLC Chair Tim
Tall Chief, ON Historic Preservation Office Director Dr.
Andrea Hunter, Osage Elders
Committee Chair Norman Akers, Senior Advisor to the Chief
Johnny Williams and Gaming
Enterprise Board Chair Mark
Simms.
Pratt said she is in favor of
planning and working with the
committee to look at opportunities in Missouri. She said

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Hominy Village Roundhouse on Dec. 16, in Hominy, Okla.

it’s not unheard of for tribes to
look at gaming and economic
development in their homelands.
“I would say with careful
consideration it is time we look
into Missouri … I think it’s
overall promising and I like
how we’re doing this, as a committee approach,” she said.
“Bringing multiple thoughts
and ideas to the table is a good
thing because we’re all in this
together for the betterment of
the Nation.”
Standing Bear, Red Corn,
Hunter and Williams have
been on numerous trips to
Missouri over the year, with
Missouri newspapers often
reporting on their cultural exchange visits. So far, Hunter
has established a presence
with ONHPO’s work on Sugarloaf Mound; cultural site visits
to St. Louis and Fort Leonard
Wood, as well as various NAGPRA related efforts.
“There will soon be projects
paid for by Missouri local governments to highlight the history and culture of the Osage,”
Standing Bear wrote. “In late
January, the first portion of a
half-million-dollar project consisting of large bronze statues
of traditional Osages standing 35 feet tall will be erected

along Interstate 40 near Cuba,
Missouri.”

Casinos
In the memorandum, Standing Bear mentions potential
casino projects in Missouri but
makes it clear that those can
only happen if the governor
of Missouri consents. He said
that when he was Assistant
Chief in the early 1990s, the
tribe was unsuccessful in establishing a gaming operation
in Missouri, but with efforts by
Williams, Red Corn and others, it could be a possibility.
There are exceptions within
the Indian Gaming Regulatory
Act of 1988 that allow for a
tribe to buy land in their historical reservation boundaries
and put it into trust for gaming purposes. The entire state
of Missouri has been identified
as the historical reservation of
the Osage. Along with newly
elected State of Missouri Gov.
Eric Greitens, who will be inaugurated on Jan. 9, local officials in the area must also
agree to a gaming project. The
Secretary of the Interior must
approve, as well as the tribe’s
governing body and leadership. Hunter paved the way
to outlining the Osage’s historical reservation boundaries

with her continued work at the
ONHPO and with the Native
American Graves Protection
and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).
Standing Bear said other
tribes are currently pursuing
lands to open gaming establishments on their historical
reservations and noted the
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma
is pursuing a site in Arkansas,
just south of Branson, Mo.

Homelands
According to the memorandum, the Osage first established their presence in
Missouri in 500 A.D.
“The Treaty of 1808 with
the United States of America
legalized the surrender of
52,480,000 acres of Osage to
the federal government. This
transaction included twothirds of what is now known as
the State of Missouri,” Standing Bear wrote. “Other treaties
followed in 1818 and 1825. In
1821 the former Osage territory was admitted as a State of
the United States of America.”
For more information about
the Historic Preservation Office,
www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/who-we-are/historic-preservation

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Osage elder Dr. Steven Pratt (right), his son Joseph Pratt (middle) and
Lance Goodfox cedar off the property before the groundbreaking ceremony on Dec. 16.

Roundhouse

–from Page 1

here, they were the center of
all our villages, these round
houses.”
He said he’s glad that future generations will be able
to know that history. He said
Osages have celebrated many
events and occasions in the
round house. For example,
they would have Christmas
parties and have E.He Ska
(White whiskers, or Santa
Clause) visit and give out presents. He said he has heard
many stories from the community of how their families celebrated events and occasions
in the round house, and that it
was also a place to mourn after
family members passed away.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear, who is of the
Pawhuska District, said his
wife Julie is from the Hominy
District and that being around
the Hominy people for many
years he knows they have
strong ways and have their
own way of doing things.
He said members of the
Osage Congress from the
Hominy District stood up and
made sure Hominy had enough
money to improve their village
structures, such as the community building, the arbor and
the roundhouse. There are also
drainage issues and water issues that will be taken care of
as well, he said.
Congress members from
the Hominy District include
Speaker Angela Pratt, Alice
Buffalohead, John Maker, William “Kugee” Supernaw and
Maria Whitehorn.
Dudley Whitehorn, Congresswoman Whitehorn’s father and Hominy elder, said he
was happy to see the restoration happening.
“I danced in there one time.
My son was a drumkeeper
(Anthony Whitehorn) and he
danced in there one time,” he
said. “Harry Redeagle was
head committeeman and the
drum was passed in there to
George Shannon. Since we are
the only ones to have a roundhouse, we should be the one to
keep it.”

An architect for the project,
Whit Todd, said the roundhouse will be taken apart,
board by board and rebuilt
to its original state. What
prompted the emergency for
the renovation was that the
roof was failing on the structure. The roundhouse is estimated to be over 100 years old.
“We decided to rebuild it to
be a stronger structure that
meets building codes of today,”
he said.
Currently, the structure has
asphalt shingles that he estimates were put on sometime
in the 1970s or 1980s, but they
plan to replace the asphalt
shingles with wood shingles,
what would have been on the
building when it was originally constructed “it will look
very close to what it originally
looked like.” He said there was
a lot of termite damage, wood
rot and water damage, even to
the benches inside, and new
benches will be built and as
much wood that can be saved
will be reused. Once completed
the whole structure will move
up close to 7 to 8 inches, to a
foot, he said.
“It will be in the exact same
location and we’re taking the
top 10 inches of dirt in the
roundhouse (the floor people
danced on), stockpiling it and
preserving it, and when finished the dirt will be brought
back in. So, the dirt that has
always been in the roundhouse
will be put back,” Todd said.
“It will be a wonderful structure when its finished.”

Appropriation

The Congress passed the appropriation of $410,000 for the
roundhouse restoration earlier
this year.
The money was appropriated to the Nation’s capital asset
and improvement fund. Whitehorn sponsored the bill.
The roundhouse was built
in the early 1900s and helps
fulfill the wishes listed in the
1964 Hominy Village constitution, signed by the first village
committee whose members
were Leroy Logan Sr., Jerome
Barnes, Marguerite Waller,
Viola Deroin and Lucille
Roubedoux.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear shows the Gaming Enterprise Board a map of Kimberling City, which is
located on a peninsula of Table Rock Lake in Missouri.

Standing Bear reveals possible
Missouri gaming sites to
gaming enterprise board
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. – Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
revealed three possible sites
he and his team have been researching for possible gaming
locations in Missouri.
In a presentation made to
the Gaming Enterprise Board
on Dec. 21 at the Osage Casino’s Central offices, Standing
Bear said the Nation has been
given a “legitimate offer” on a
40-acre piece of property near
Kimberling City. Kimberling
City is located on a peninsula
on Table Rock Lake, a popular
tourist and recreation destination.
Other places include Cuba,
where he and John Williams,
his senior advisor, have been
making strides with local officials as a 30-foot statue is
being completed of Osage warriors – paid for by the city of
Cuba. He also said the board
should look at land up and
down Interstate 44 because it
is heavily trafficked, the casinos would not be seasonal, and
the highway leads to Springfield, Cuba and St. Louis.
“How long do you want to
wait?” he asked the board. “I’m
not going to wait; I’m going to
move forward.”
He said the Chief and Congress cannot operate gaming,
they cannot survey the lands,
they cannot create jobs or assess the value of the project
from an elder’s perspective.
They need the gaming board,

ON Historic Preservation Office, Tallgrass Economic Development LLC and the Tribal
Elders Advisory Committee.
He said the committee he has
formed to look at the opportunities in Missouri will be meeting in January, but a date had
not been set by the time this
issue of the Osage News went
to press.
Mark Simms, chair of the
GEB, asked if there are chosen sites yet. Standing Bear
said no, it’s all proposed at
this juncture. Simms said he
wasn’t in favor of Kimberling
City because the population
was too dense. Standing Bear
said Kimberling City wasn’t
the only property along Table
Rock Lake to consider, the Nation has had other offers.
There are exceptions within
the Indian Gaming Regulatory
Act of 1988 that allow for a
tribe to buy land in their historical reservation boundaries
and put it into trust for gaming purposes. The entire state
of Missouri has been identified
as the historical reservation
of the Osage. The governor of
the state and local officials also
must approve any agreement
for gaming.
Standing Bear said his office recently donated $50,000
to newly-elected Missouri Gov.
Eric Greitens for his inauguration on Jan. 9. He said he
is forming good relations with
the governor and hopes to continue in the coming months.
He said a key player to the
operation will be Dr. Andrea

Hunter of the Osage Nation’s
Historic Preservation Office,
she has laid the ground work
to claim Missouri as historic
reservation land of the Osage.
“I’m asking you to consider
this as your territory,” Standing Bear said to the board. He
said he cannot operate gaming
and he is turning everything
over to the entities who can
lawfully begin the process of
making the gaming sites a reality.
He said the Nation could go
slowly, starting with a smaller
facility on I-44 with approximately 300-400 machines, or it
could go big with a $400 million to $500 million facility on
Table Rock Lake.
“I know you’re frustrated
from a standpoint of having
worked on this for a long time,”
said Mark Revard, GEB member. “I believe we should be
looking at Missouri ... the history of it and everything you’ve
shown us today has been very
helpful.”
Standing Bear said at the
end of the day it will be the
decision of the Osage Congress
and the Chief. He asked the
board to keep in mind that Missouri allows more table games
than Oklahoma and they also
have Riverboats. There will
also be no competition from
other tribes in the area. Currently, the Nation competes
with the Cherokee Nation and
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation
in the Tulsa market.
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Fertile Ground II grows dialogue of traditional
Native foods to empower Indigenous communities
Rebecca Landsberry
Native Health News Alliance
MINNEAPOLIS — If the
saying is true: “You are what
you eat,” then good nutrition
is imperative for healthy communities.
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community (SMSC)
and American Heart Association (AHA) co-hosted Fertile
Ground II: Growing the Seeds
of Native Health in Minneapolis, Minn., May 2-4, creating targeted dialogue between
tribal representatives, funders
and government agencies
aimed at raising awareness
of the food crisis in Indian
Country.
Fertile Ground I was an
initial gathering of more than
40 tribal, nonprofit and funding organizations Oct. 14-15,
2015. The success of the first
event spurred the creation
of Fertile Ground II only six
months later.
The Seeds of Native Health
campaign to improve the nutrition of Native Americans
was launched in March 2015
with a $5 million contribution from the SMSC. Through
the campaign, the tribe has
brought together top experts
and philanthropists in an effort to develop permanent solutions to this problem.
Event organizers saw the
conference as a way to continue defining the scope of the
issue and joining forces to address the impact of historical
trauma as it relates to food
systems in a way that supports
tribal sovereignty.
More than 200 tribal members, health care providers and
philanthropy representatives
attended panel presentations,
participated in targeted work
groups and exchanged best
practices for Native communities when it comes to developing food policy and programs
at the local, tribal, state and
federal levels.

Addressing “diabesity”
in Indian Country
According to the Centers for
Disease Control, rates of death
due to stroke and heart disease
are higher among American
Indians and Alaska Natives
than any other racial or ethnic
group.
“Diabesity” is a term Denisa
Livingston (Navajo) came up
with to describe what’s happening in the Navajo Nation
where it is estimated that one
out of every three citizens is
diabetic.
As a community health advocate for the Dine Community Advocacy Alliance, she sees
firsthand how her community
is affected by healthy foods, or
a lack thereof.
“It’s the first time in history
that we’re dying from ‘diabesity’ and not starvation,” Livingston said.
Evidence indicates that
diet has a direct connection
to health and wellness, moving beyond diabetes to other
diseases and multiple types of
cancer, including colon cancer,
in Indian Country.
Executive Director of the
American Indian Cancer Foundation Kris Rhodes (Bad River
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa) said cancer mortality rates
in Indian Country continue to
rise, despite decreases across
other racial and ethnic groups.
To each of the advocates,
providers and tribal members
in attendance at the event
– the ones working toward

BRYAN POLLARD/Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative

Janie Simms Hipp addresses attendees of the Fertile Ground II plenary panel on health advocacy and policy in Minneapolis May 3. Panelists included
(pictured left to right) moderator Wilson Pipestem, Nick Tilsen, Denisa Livingston, Simone Senogles and Valory Wangler.

creating healthier communities – the task is clear: create
healthier foods, better access
to those foods and an improved
production process for Native
nations.
The first step on the path is
re-thinking and enhancing existing food policy.
Janie Sims Hipp (Chickasaw) is the founding director of
the Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative at the University of Arkansas School of
Law. As part of the initiative,
she works to develop nutrition
policies that are in alignment
with tribal sovereignty.
“If you want to destroy a
people, you take away the
power of their food,” Hipp said.
“If you want to build a people
back up, you build them up
through their food.”
She believes tribes are the
best administrators of their
own food programs and that
no two will be identical, given the unique attributes and
available resources of each nation. Since policy development
transcends intertribal, federal,
transportation and geographic issues, the challenges are
great.
“In order for tribal governments to really form that protection around our people and
achieve some of these health
goals that we have, we really
have to think about what we
chew,” Hipp said.

Escaping the silos of
Native food policy
Despite the challenges, Indigenous people are continuing to discover how developing
policy at the tribal level with
input from citizens can create
healthier communities.
Rhodes spoke about the tendency of leadership to strategize without consulting or
input from tribal members.
“Our communities are kind
of fed up with us [healthcare
providers] working in silos,”
Rhodes said.
According to Rhodes, instead of developing health policies inside a program-specific
vacuum, which can be void of
participation by key stakeholders, effective policy should
be created outside of the silo.
She emphasized that when it
comes to Native health, a holistic approach must engage

Escaping
the silos

youth, elders, clinical staff and
policymakers under a unified
framework.
Nick Tilsen (Oglala Lakota)
is the executive director of the
Thunder Valley Community
Development Corp. He agreed
that the way to transformation
is through the tribal community members themselves.
“The architects to change
Indian Country are the people in those communities that
have been there for the long
haul, who are going to be there
for the long haul,” Tilsen said.
Valerie Segrest, project coordinator for Muckleshoot Food
Sovereignty Project, spoke on
how sharing traditional food
and knowledge benefits tribal
nations through connecting
citizens with their history.
“The environment is what
shapes and forms our culture,
so if we can start taking better
control and empowering ourselves with our own wellness
by eating our [Native] foods,
by being active on the land –
all of those things – reciprocity
happens,” Segrest said.
She stressed that culture is
the best medicine for treating
historical trauma in Native
communities.
“Those are all the ingredients we need to treat and prevent addiction, which is the
true root cause of heart disease, diabetes, suicide, cancer
– all of those things are just
symptoms of the larger problem,” Segrest said.

Moccasins on the ground
The Seeds of Native Health
campaign includes grant-making, education, and research
efforts related to Native nutritional health. During the
conference, event chair and

SMSC member representative
Lori Watso announced the establishment of the Native Policy Innovation Fund (NPIF),
which is an initiative aimed at
addressing key issues in Native food through awareness,
advocacy and implementation.
Through the fund, tribes, organizations and nonprofits can
apply for grants, which would
be awarded to develop policy,
infrastructure and data reflective and inclusive of Indian
Country for food sovereignty
initiatives.
“I’m hopeful that funders
will have a keen interest
soon, because we already have
things to jump off of. There are
amazing ideas here and amazing people ready to take this
forward,” Watso said.
The American Heart Association was the first to join
SMSC in establishing the
fund.
Midge LaPorte Epstein, executive vice president of the
Southwest Affiliate at the
AHA, said a partnership with
the SMSC was a natural fit
because of the existing intertribal support base for sharing resources, information and
best practices.
“These Ideas have come from
the community, so we don’t
have to reinvent the wheel;
we just have to pick which of
these wonderful ideas we can
start with,” LaPorte Epstein
said.
The NPIF continues to expand its support base to by
identifying and including more
foundations, health organizations and funders from outside of Indian Country with
missions seeking to empower
Native communities to assert

their tribal sovereignty by taking the reins of food programs.
Conference
materials
are available on the Fertile
Ground II Resource Page provided by event organizers from
Voices for Healthy Kids, a
joint initiative of the AHA and
the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation.
The inaugural Conference
on Native Nutritional Health
is set for Sept. 26-27 at Mystic
Lake Casino Hotel in Minneapolis, Minn.
With the establishment of
deeper research supporting
policy development in Indian
Country, the next step is to
mobilize.
“With those things in place,
I don’t think we’ll be lacking
for moccasins on the ground,”
Watso said. “People are empowered and they want to get
their hands dirty.”
© Native Health News Alliance. This story was produced
with support from the American Heart Association.
NHNA creates health coverage
for American Indian communities
at no cost. Registered users can
download print, web and audio
content at http://www.nativehealthnews.com and publish as is or
add their own reporting. Our news
coverage is created to be shared
across Indian Country and beyond. Download the story and other elements at no cost to publish
in your media outlet. Registration
is required, and we ask that you
give NHNA credit in some way if
you use our content. If you have a
story you want to share on NHNA,
please email managing editor Rebecca Landsberry at rlandsberry@
nativehealthnews.com.
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Osage
Congress
approves
$10,000
donation
to Marine
Corps
League
Detachment
The Fifth Osage Nation
Congress voted to adjourn its
third special session on Dec.
6 after considering several
legislative matters including
a $10,000 appropriation to
the Marine Corps League
Detachment.
On Dec. 2, the Congress
voted to pass bill ONCA 17-08
(sponsored by Congressman
Ron Shaw), which is a supplemental appropriation bill adding $10,000 in tribal funds to
the 2017 fiscal year budget
for cultural donations. The
Congress passed the cultural
donations budget (ONCA 16119) during the Tzi-Zho Session, but the Marine Corps
League donation was inadvertently left out, prompting the
filing of ONCA 17-08.
Shaw said the $10,000 is
the same amount of donation money the Marine Corps
League has received in each
of the past three fiscal years
from the Nation. The Marine
Corps League Osage Detachment commandant is John
Henry Mashunkashey who
served during the Vietnam
War while he was in the Marines Corps.
According to a Congressional fiscal analysis of ONCA
17-08, the Marine Corps
League detachment comprises 73 members, including 40
Osages. Shaw said the Marine
Corps League is a service-oriented organization for those
who served in the Marines,
which uses donated money
for outreach events such as
helping disabled veterans receive handicap equipment.
In prior years, the Marine
Corps League also participated in toy drives to provide
Christmas presents to needy
children and participated in
veteran recognition events including parades.
Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards noted the Marine
Corps League donation is not
specified for a single detachment and said there are other
detachments including one at
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. “that
I know is a keeper of Osage
culture and artifacts at their
facility… We know that a contribution to them would be a
contribution to helping preserve Osage culture, Osage
history.”
ONCA 17-08 passed with
an 11-1 vote with the “no”
vote from Edwards. Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear signed the bill into law
on Dec. 6.
The updated cultural donations budget for FY 2017 is
now $84,500. Other militaryoriented/ cultural entities receiving donations from this
budget include the Harold
Bigheart Smalley American
Legion Post 198, the Hominy
and Grayhorse War Mothers
organizations and the three
Osage district drumkeepers.
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Pawhuska village celebrates Christmas 2016
Osage News
The Pawhuska village FiveMan Board hosted its annual
Christmas party for its residents at Wakon Iron Hall on
Dec. 19.
The event opened with one
business item for the FiveMan Board to consider since
the party fell on a regularly
scheduled
board
meeting
night. The board members
voted unanimously to donate
$500 for the annual New
Year’s Eve handgame, which
will be held Dec. 31, also in
Wakon Iron Hall. Chairwoman
Paula Stabler entertained the
motion, which was made and
approved by board members
Ryan RedCorn, Patrick Luey,
Kathryn Redcorn and Marjorie
Williams.
Afterward, the scores of attending village residents enjoyed a dinner with desserts
and side dishes prepared by
residents. The residents also
played bingo for prizes purchased by the board. The FiveMan board also provided $100
Walmart gift cards to each village house and the younger
children received goody bags
filled with candy, fruit and
nuts.
“Osage Santa Claus” also
made his yearly appearance
and listened to the children’s
Christmas gift wishes and said
he would surprise those who
were undecided.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Pawhuska village Five-Man Board member Ryan RedCorn gives the dinner prayer in the Osage language during the annual Pawhuska Indian Village
Christmas party on Dec. 19 in the Wakon Iron Community Building.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

RIGHT: The annual Pawhuska Indian Village Christmas party always
has great bingo prizes.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News
CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Jenny Lynn, 4, sits on Santa’s lap at the annual Pawhuska Indian Village
Christmas party on Dec. 19.

RIGHT:
Milton
Cunningham,
Pawhuska Indian Village resident,
holds up his new TV on Dec. 19.

Jessilyn ‘Addie’ Hudgins
named Wah-Zha-Zhi
Cultural Center director
Osage News
Jessilyn ‘Addie’ Hudgins is
the new Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural
Center director.
“It’s an honor to be selected
as the WCC director,” Hudgins
said. “I’m excited and grateful
for the opportunity to work for
my Osage people and want to
put forth my best effort to continue preserving our culture.”
The Executive Branch announced her hire on Dec. 21
through an all-employee email.
Hudgins replaces Vann Bighorse, who was the center’s
first and only director and who
left the cultural center in October. She is currently the head
cook for the Pawhuska District
In-Lon-Schka Committee and

has been an Osage language
instructor for the past two
years.
“We had a good response for
the position and any of the top
five candidates could lead the
program,” said Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear. “Addie’s combination of knowledge
and experience allowed her to
come out on top. I wish we had
a much larger budget for this
program to hire other talented
traditional Osages.”
For the past year Hudgins
has worked as a language instructor in the baby room of
the Osage Language Immersion School and taught Lunch
with Language. She has also
worked for the cultural center
in the past and many Osages

Osage News 2013 File Photo

Addie Hudgins helps Cherie Lookout with her finger weaving project at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center. Finger weaving is a skill that is unique to Osages who weave yarnwork belts and garters to wear with traditional
Osage clothes.

probably remember her from
the annual cultural walks
hosted by the cultural center
where she would prepare the

evening meal for the participants.
She is a member of the
Pawhuska District and is the

daughter of Teresa DeRoin
Ward and the granddaughter
of Julia DeRoin.
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A tour
of
Bluestem
Ranch
CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

A tour of Blue Stem Ranch was held
on Nov. 22 with Congress members
Joe Tillman, Kugee Supernaw and
Maria Whitehorn along with Bruce
Cass, Kelly Corbin and Bluestem
Ranch LLC board members Francis
Murphy and Jim Perrier.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

LEFT: Pens that will hold the Osage
Nation’s future buffalo herd. A tour
of Blue Stem Ranch was held on
Nov. 22 with Congress members
Joe Tillman, Kugee Supernaw and
Maria Whitehorn along with Bruce
Cass, Kelly Corbin and Bluestem
Ranch LLC board members Francis
Murphy and Jim Perrier.
CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

RIGHT: Bluestem Ranch board
member Jim Perrier shows Congressman Joe Tillman their location on a map. A tour of Blue Stem
Ranch was held on Nov. 22 with
Congress members Joe Tillman,
Kugee Supernaw and Maria Whitehorn along with Bruce Cass, Kelly
Corbin and Bluestem Ranch LLC
board members Francis Murphy
and Jim Perrier.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

A tour of Blue Stem Ranch was held
on Nov. 22 with Congress members
Joe Tillman, Kugee Supernaw and
Maria Whitehorn along with Bruce
Cass, Kelly Corbin and Bluestem
Ranch LLC board members Francis
Murphy and Jim Perrier.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Bluestem Ranch board member
Francis Murphy explains equipment to Congressmen William “Kugee” Supernaw and Joe Tillman. A
tour of Blue Stem Ranch was held
on Nov. 22.
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All photos by
SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Community members make their own
ornaments for the Osage Nation
Museum’s Holiday Ornament Craft
Workshop on Dec. 10.
Community members make their
own ornaments for the Osage Nation Museum’s Holiday Ornament
Craft Workshop on Dec. 10.
Ornaments made by community
members for the Osage Nation
Museum’s Holiday Ornament Craft
Workshop on Dec. 10.

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

ABOVE: Parents take photos of their children with Osage Santa at the Osage Nation Museum. The museum
hosted a Tree Lighting and visit from Santa Claus.
RIGHT: Pierce Primeaux, 2, greets Osage Santa at the Osage Nation Museum on Dec. 16. The museum hosted a
Tree Lighting and visit from Santa Claus.
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Hominy Bucks win Class A State Championship,
coach looking forward to next year
Tara Madden
Osage News
CHOCTAW, Okla. – Parents, students and alumni
filed into the Choctaw High
School stadium on Friday to
watch the Hominy Bucks pummel the Wynnewood Savages
for the Class A State Championship.
In a 42-14 victory, the Bucks
ended their season undefeated.
“It was an excellent time
to be alive, watching the time
count down to the last minutes
of the game, knowing we were
State Champions,” Cameron
Bills said, Osage tribal member and Hominy Bucks senior.
“And, I am happy we came
home with the gold ball because that was our goal since
the start of two-a-day practices.”
The crowd cheered on the
Bucks from start to finish,
even when the temperature
fell below 30 degrees.
The Bucks ended the first
quarter with a score of 14-0.
By the end of the second quarter the Bucks had taken on a
huge lead of 35-7. In the third
quarter the offense and defense gridlocked and the score
remained 35-7. The fourth
quarter, both the Bucks and
Savages scored and ended the
game with a final score of 4214.
Winning the Class A State
Championship this year makes
five football state championships for the Hominy Bucks in
their school history. They won
in 1973, 1982, 1983 and 2001.
Hominy Head Coach Scott
Harmon said that in 1973 his
father, the late Coach Ronald
G. Harmon, was the head football coach for Hominy and they
won the state championship
against Wynnewood that year,
and now in 2016 he coached
his team to a state championship against Wynnewood.
“It was very gratifying to
work with other coaches and
players, and it was very gratifying to know our efforts paid
off,” Harmon said. He also said
that 15 seniors would be graduating this year. However, the
younger players got quite a bit
of playing time and experience

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

The Hominy Bucks won the Class A State Championships 42-14 against the Wynnewood Savages on Dec. 9 in Choctaw, Okla. They ended their season
undefeated.

from this championship season, so he is hopeful for next
year’s team.
As the clock wore down to
zero, the crowd roared with excitement. The players looked
at the clock waiting for the
final horn to blow and when
it did players hugged, fans
cheered and pure happiness
shown in their faces. They
rushed the field in victory to
celebrate with one another and
with their families.
“It was an awesome event
and to my knowledge the first
undefeated team from Hominy
to win a State Championship,”
said Gregory Kidder, a Hominy
alumnus. “I am always proud
of the kids, and they have always been a great bunch of
kids. Some have played together since elementary school; it
was a well-deserved win.”

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Zaven Collins, No. 13, runs the
ball for the Bucks against the
Wynnewood Savages on Dec. 9 in
Choctaw, Okla.
CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Hominy Buck fans braved the cold
temperatures to cheer their team
on to the State Championship on
Dec. 9 in Choctaw, Okla.

Wildcat takes home Tulsa Battle of the Belt
Tara Madden
Osage News

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Cameron Bills, No. 3, looks at the scoreboard as it winds down to name
the Hominy Bucks the Class A State Champions.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Jeffrey Kidder, No. 72, stands with his father Gregory Kidder after the
Hominy Bucks beat the Wynnewood Savages for the State Championship
in Class A Football.

Eight-year-old Vann Wildcat has sports in his blood. He
plays baseball in the summer,
football in the fall, and wrestles in the winter. He is a natural athlete and tries his best at
whatever sport he is playing.
Wildcat is a youth wrestler
for the Pawhuska Elks Lodge
wrestling team coached by
Bruce Cass and his father,
Beaushee Wildcat.
He is in the Division II Class
for kids ages eight and under
in the Northwest Region for
Oklahoma Kids Wrestling Association. His current stats
are six wins to one loss for the
season.
“Vann is at the bottom of the
division, wrestling kids eight
and older. That’s remarkable
for his age and to come out the
winner. He is an all around
good little athlete,” Cass said.
“This year he also got MVP for
first and second grade in the
Ironman football league.”
Wildcat participated in the

Courtesy Photo

Eight-year-old Vann Wildcat with
his championship belt from Tulsa
Battle of the Belt on Dec. 17.

Tulsa Battle of the Belt on
Dec. 17 at the Tulsa Edison
High School gym. Wildcat
weighed in at 75 pounds and
came home with a championship belt.

“We are so amazed by his
natural talents and very proud
of him!” said his mother, Mary
Wildcat.
He belongs to the Wah-XahKo-Li^ District and his maternal grandparents are Vann
and Mary Bighorse of Pawhuska. His paternal grandparents
are Darrell and Carla Wildcat
of Norman, Okla. Maternal
great-grandparents are Kenneth and Toby Bighorse of
Pawhuska, and the late Andrew “Buddy” and Margaret
Gray. Paternal great-grandparents are the late Jimmie
and Eunice Wildcat and the
late Carl and Viola Tahmahkera.
The Oklahoma Kids Wrestling Association is an organization that promotes the
sport of wrestling to all ages,
giving children the chance to
perform at competitive levels. Participants compete in
multiple tournaments during wrestling season in hopes
to make it to the Novice State
Championship.
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ON Museum to
present at national
museum conference
in St. Louis

Osage News

The Osage Nation Museum
has been selected by the American Alliance of Museums to
present at the 2017 Annual
Meeting & MuseumExpo in St.
Louis, May 7-10.
The annual meeting is the
largest gathering of museum
professionals in the world, according to the AAM website.
The museum staff was selected out of 400 proposed session
submissions for their proposal,
“Museum Rehab: Starting
Over at the Osage Nation Museum.”
Since ON Museum Director Hallie Winter has been at
the helm the museum has received numerous updates and
remodels and features exhibits of Osage artists, as well as
cultural artifacts never-beforeseen.

The museum has recently
hosted an art show opening
and exhibit of the artist Carl
Ponca, and a Holiday Ornament Craft Workshop for families and Holiday Tree Lighting.
There is also an Open Call
for Artists to support Osages
artists looking for more exposure. Winter has said she
hopes the museum becomes
an incubator for Osage artists who want to display their
work.
Exhibition availability is
contingent upon quality of
work and exhibition schedule.
For more information about
the open call for artists please
contact the Osage Nation Museum by email at Museum@
osagenation-nsn.gov or call
(918) 287-5441. The museum’s
website is at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/museum/artist

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Osage Nation Museum Director Hallie Winter (left) and Cali Martin, Collections Manager, will present at the
2017 Annual Meeting & MuseumExpo in St. Louis, May 7-10.

Healthy choices for the next generation
Mallory Black
Native Health News Alliance
Experts say children who
consume food and drinks
loaded with added sugars are
more likely to face health risks
such as increased weight, diabetes and high blood pressure
– health problems associated
with the development of heart
disease.
New guidelines published
in the American Heart Association Journal circulation recommend children ages 2 to 18
should consume no more than
six teaspoons of added sugars daily, which equates to 25
grams or about 100 calories.
“For most children, eating
no more than six teaspoons
of added sugars per day is a
healthy and achievable target,” said Dr. Miriam Vos, lead
author of the guidelines’ statement and associate professor
of pediatrics at Emory University School of Medicine in Atlanta, Georgia.
Children and teens should
also limit their intake of sugary drinks to fewer than eight
ounces per week, according to
the guidelines.
Lenggenhager said she and
her husband made the choice
to cut back on added sugars after a few family health scares.
Both sides have a family history of diabetes, a health risk
that can lead to serious complications like heart disease or
stroke.
“Our main goal is that we
want to live a life together – all
four of us – for as long as we
possibly can and we want to
live it to the fullest,” Lenggenhager said. “We love to travel.
We love to do everything, and
we know the best way to do
that is through activity and
weight loss. One of the best
ways to lose your weight is to
cut out your added sugars.”
Lenggenhager said she
now asks family and friends
to serve healthier desserts at
birthdays and celebrations.
For home, she picks up fresh
fruits and vegetables each
week from the Potawatomi
community garden.
Fuller said the family has
also made it a goal to engage
in family activities like walking or playing at the local park
at least three times a week.
“The biggest impact we can
have as adults and as a community is by being good role
models to help the next gen-

eration,” Fuller said. “It takes
a team, not just an individual.”
There has been a noticeable
increase in the number of Native American communi-ties
reviving healthy and active
lifestyles. In addition to the
efforts made by CPN’s Health
Services, the tribe is involving
the Cultural Heritage Center
and FireLodge Youth Council
in more activities to promote a
healthier community, such as
volunteering in the community
garden.
Several tribes are also shifting their focus to the return
of traditional foods and to
increasing physical activity
through system-wide policy
change.
Policies like the Healthy
Diné Nation Act on the Navajo
Nation Reservation are creating opportunities for community-driven wellness projects
such as walking trails, bike
paths and clean water initiatives. Revenues collected from
the tax created by the Healthy
Diné Nation Act will fund the
projects.
“This really is an exciting time where we are seeing
healthy changes across Indian
Country and across the world,”
said
Denisa
Livingston,
health advocate with the Diné
Community Advocacy Alliance, which helped develop the
policy.
“It’s important to see all of
these changes not just as a
trend but as a lifestyle.”
This story was published in
partnership with Voices for
Healthy Kids.
© Native Health News Alliance. This story was produced
with support from the American Heart Association.
NHNA creates health coverage
for American Indian communities at no cost. Registered users
can download print, web and audio content at www.nativehealthnews.com and publish as is or add
their own reporting. Our news
coverage is created to be shared
across Indian Country and beyond. Download the story and other elements at no cost to publish
in your media outlet. Registration
is required, and we ask that you
give NHNA credit in some way if
you use our content. If you have a
story you want to share on NHNA,
please email managing editor Rebecca Landsberry at rlandsberry@
nativehealthnews.com.
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A healthy recipe developed by Torie Fuller, Healthy Heart Initiative Program Coordinator/Dietitian with the
Citizen Potawatomi Nation Health Services.

HBA

–from Page 3

such as what health services
are most important to them
and the frequency of visits to
the WHC in Pawhuska.
The Health Authority Board
also contracted the services of
health consultant Chris Walker, a former Cherokee Nation
health clinic administrator,
in gathering feedback for the
five-year strategic plan.
Former ON Congressman
Mark Simms said communication and services are important to let the public know
what’s available to them such
as diabetic foot care. Simms
said he was unaware of all
services available so he quit
coming to the Pawhuska clinic
and started going to the Indian
Health Service clinic in nearby
Ochelata.
Tillman acknowledged that
advertising services was a
shortfall that needed addressing. She also added there are
two monthly foot care clinic
days in Pawhuska at the ON
Fitness Center.
Curtis Bear, a former Osage
Minerals Councilman, also
said he would like to know
about available services for
diabetics.
Paula Stabler, WHC director, said the feedback is crucial
now that the IHS-compacted
clinic is drawing in revenue

from third party billing sources including patient health
insurance and Medicare/ Medicaid to decide on spending the
clinic revenue.
Geneva Horsechief-Hamilton said she would like to see a
women’s health provider available for patient care. Tillman
said the Nation was advertising for a nurse practitioner who
provides OB/GYN services.
Stabler and Tillman fielded
other questions on services,
including a question on whether the Nation would create a
Skiatook health clinic. Tillman
said the Nation would need to
hire more staff, but a satellite
clinic with limited hours could
be possible if resources become
available.
Walker said a satellite clinic
“could be baby steps,” and re-

called the Cherokee Nation
once having a motor clinic that
traveled to three communities
in a day. But Walker cautioned
information is needed first because “you don’t want to open
a service you’ll have to retract
someday.”
During a Dec. 15 Health Authority Board meeting, Stabler
said the community meetings
garnered attendance anywhere between two people and
25. Walker reported that about
150 feedback surveys were received thus far.
For more information on the
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center
and health/ wellness services,
call (918) 287-9300 or visit
the WHC website at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-wedo/wah-zha-zhi-health-center
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SEC files federal suit
against two defendants in
ongoing Osage LLC lawsuit
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Two defendants in one of the Osage LLC lawsuits are now facing federal charges after the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission filed suit against accusing
the men of defrauding investors and misappropriating about $1.4 million.
On Nov. 7, the SEC filed a complaint in U.S. federal court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania against Christopher K. Schrichte and Howard C. Hill
who created the New Market Technology Fund. Two companies managed by the
men are also named as defendants, which are New Market Global Management
I, LLC and New Market Technology Fund I.
The complaint also demands a jury trial for the men who created the New Market Technology Fund to invest in technology companies in 2001 and since that
time, 75 investors have invested approximately $21 million in the fund.
The complaint then states: “However, since at least 2007, Schrichte and Hill
looted the (New Market) Fund and the software company it owned to line their
own pockets to the detriment of the Fund and its investors.”
Schrichte and Hill are also named as defendants, along with former Osage
LLC CEO Carol Leese and various business associates in a May 2015 lawsuit
filed by the Nation in Osage County District Court regarding investment and
business transactions made while Leese was CEO.
The May 2015 LLC case remains pending as of Dec. 30, according to the Oklahoma state court online database. Two other LLC cases filed against Leese and
other business associates are also pending.
In a Nov. 7 news release, the SEC said “from 2007 to 2014, Schrichte and
Hill improperly took almost $1 million in interest-free loans from the Fund and
nearly $500,000 in unauthorized and undisclosed transfers from the Fund and
the Software Company. Schrichte used the funds to pay his mortgage, personal
property taxes, and other living expenses, and Hill used the funds to pay for personal living expenses, purchase luxury goods, and pay personal debt. In addition,
when Schrichte and Hill sought additional investment money to keep the Fund
and the Software Company afloat, they materially misrepresented the nature
and extent of the payments Schrichte and Hill took from the Fund and the Software Company.”
As a result of the complaint allegations, the SEC argues Schrichte and Hill
violated several sections of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and sections of
the Investment Advisers Act of 1940.
According to the complaint, Schrichte and Hill are identified as managing
members of the New Market fund with Schrichte living in Missoula, Mont., and
Hill lives in Washington, D.C.
The complaint also notes the men took loans out of the fund for personal expenses and in addition to those loans, Schrichte and Hill also paid themselves a
total of $499,558 from the New Market fund and a non-profitable software company in which the New Market fund holds a majority interest.
The SEC is asking the court to find the two men guilty of the various charges
and seeks civil penalties and further relief the court “may deem just, equitable
and appropriate.”

2017 enrollment and
re-enrollment forms
available for ON health
benefit card program
Osage News
With the 2017 calendar year underway, the Osage Nation is informing
interested constituents of the health benefit card program available to enrolled Osages for assistance in defraying some health expenditures during
the year.
Information, including downloadable forms for first-time enrollment or
re-enrollment in the health benefit card program are available on the ON
website at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/member-services/health-benefitsinformation
According to the Nation, the 2017 health benefit card limits are
as follows:
• Individuals under age 65 will receive a $500 maximum benefit
this year. Also, if the individual has any remaining balances from
both 2015 and 2016, then the 2017 total accumulated allowable
benefit is $1,500 per individual.
• Seniors over age 65 as of Jan. 1 will receive a $1,000 maximum benefit
this year. If the individual has any remaining balances from both
2015 and 2016, then the 2017 total accumulated allowable benefit is
$3,000 per senior individual.
Also in regards to remaining health benefit card balances that are rollover amounts from 2015 and 2016, the rollover amounts will not be available until after Feb. 1 to allow for all enrollments to be processed and files
updated, according to the Nation’s update on the health card program.
Other documents available on the Nation’s website include a list of
eligible health expenses covered by the health benefit card program and
downloadable forms for reimbursement requests and consent/release information forms.
The Nation has a third-party contract with HealthSmart, which is the
health benefit card program administrator. For assistance and inquiries
regarding the Nation’s health benefit card program, contact HealthSmart
directly at (844) 207-3905
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Jeremy Reece, 31, and Tyler Reece, 19, are accused of the murder of
Pawhuska oilman Rick Holt.

Reece brothers’ case
moves forward on
state charges
Osage News
The case of brothers Jeremy and Tyler Reece, who allegedly murdered Pawhuska oilman Rick Holt in September of
2015, will move forward on state charges.
Osage County Associate District Court Judge Stuart Tate
set a preliminary hearing for March 23 at 9 a.m.
The state has charged Jeremy Reece, 31, and Tyler Reece,
19, with one count of first-degree murder each and conspiracy to commit murder and kidnapping. Tyler Reece also faces
an additional charge of desecrating a corpse. Authorities
found Holt’s body partially burned and buried in a shallow
grave on restricted Osage land near Hominy.
Tate has dismissed the state’s charges of first-degree
murder and corpse desecration in a prior ruling. He believed the fatal gunshot happened on Osage land and not
state land, which prompted the federal government to bring
charges. Since the brothers are also members of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, the federal government has a case for
jurisdiction. But Osage County prosecutors say Holt was
killed in his yard, which is not on restricted Osage land and
that the brothers should face state charges.
The brothers are being held in the Osage County Jail.
According to Osage Nation Assistant Attorney General
Jeff Jones, the Nation has put the case on hold until after
the state rules on the case. The Osage Nation charged the
brothers with first-degree homicide in May of last year after Osage County District Attorney Rex Duncan missed the
deadline to appeal to the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals after Tate ruled the case was federal.

Nation wins technical
assistance award from
Smart Growth America
Osage News
The Osage Nation is among
six award recipients that will
receive free technical assistance training to improve the
infrastructure of the local community.
Smart Growth America, a
national organization dedicated to offering technical assistance to communities, selected
the Nation out of 50 applicants
to learn, assist and implement
services such as downtown revitalization, complete streets,
parking management, smart
growth zoning, preserve sense
of place and fiscal health,
according to a prepared news
release.
“The technical assistance
provided by this workshop will
aid our community in creating a plan that incorporates
a sustainable strategy of revitalization and economic development,” said Mark Kirk, ON
Information Services Director
in the release. “The award of
this workshop is a further demonstration of what can be accomplished when government
entities and local stakeholders
work together to improve the
community for everyone.”

How to submit a
Letter to the Editor

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor,
please mail it to the Osage
News, Attn.: Shannon
Shaw Duty, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056
or send email to sshaw@
osagetribe.org.
Letters must be respectful and informative to the
reader, and may be edited
for grammar, clarity and
space.

The technical assistance
is funded through a grant to
Smart Growth America from
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Sustainable Communities under
their Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities program, according to the release.
Through the program, Smart
Growth America has already
provided free assistance to
over 70 communities across
the United States, from Hawaii to Maine.
“This award is a testament
to the hard work Osage Nation
has already done,” said John
Robert Smith, Smart Growth
America’s Senior Policy Advisor in the release. “Our program was more competitive
this year than ever before,
and Osage Nation and the city
of Pawhuska stood out as a
community doing great work.
We’re excited to be able to help
you continue on to the next
stage of this work.”

Jeff Peak and his wife Suzanne Verge, of Santa Monica, Calif., recently completed a 30-day sabbatical where
they toured US National Parks and Alberta Canada’s Icefields Parkway via car camping. Jeff is shown holding his
Osage News at Bow Lake, fed by Bow Glacier, in Alberta Canada.

Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center receives support
funding for public health accreditation efforts
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Osage Nation’s WahZha-Zhi Health Center is receiving a $10,500 award from
the National Indian Health
Board to be used toward pre-

paring and applying for national public health accreditation.
In a news release, the Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit
NIHB said the Osage Nation
and seven other tribal health
department
entities
were
selected to receive support
funding through its Tribal Ac-

creditation Support Initiative
program during the most recent funding cycle. The funding support will assist the
tribes as they work to prepare
and apply for voluntary public
health accreditation through
See Health
—Continued on Page 22
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Osage Energy

Where have all the
headrights gone?
Rosemary Wood
Osage News
For many years, I heard our
people say that they thought the
Church should return the Osage
Headrights, which are presently held by the Roman Catholic
Church. Recently, I thought that
at this particular time and with
this particular Bishop there was
a good opportunity that the Osage
Headrights could be returned. The
Bishop was provided the proper
information and an opportunity to
do so.
On Oct. 10, 2016, I wrote a letter to the Roman Catholic Diocese
of Tulsa, Bishop David Konderla.
I respectfully requested the return of the headright inheritance.
In my letter I stated that these
Headrights are not just a matter of
money. They are more than money;
they are a part of our people, our
homeland, and our history. I respectfully explained that the minerals of the earth do not belong to
any one of us, but to all of us. They
are the blood and bones of mother
earth. I also said that I would like
to share my letter to him with the
Wah-Zha-Zhi people, and to this
date, I have heard nothing.
This is that letter.

2017 SPECIAL ELECTION

Important Dates

u

February 13

Absentee Ballot Request Deadline – Requests must
be received by the close of business at 4:30 p.m.

u

February 14

Absentee Ballot Mailing Begins

u

March 17

Early Voting Day 1

		
u

Polls Open: 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.

March 18

		
u

Polls Open: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

March 20

		

Early Voting Day 2

Election Day
Polls Open: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Dear Bishop Konderla;
I respectfully request that you,
as Bishop of our diocese, return the
Osage Headrights which, according to my understanding, are being
held by the Catholic Church. It is
further my understanding that the
only way these rights were lost from
the Tribe was through the Federal
Government’s failure to fulfill their
trust responsibilities.*
In point of fact, the first Headright to leave the Tribe was in
1906. More than a half-century
passed before the U.S. Government
was forced to stop the bleeding of
Headright from the Tribe allowing
non-Osages to inherit no more than
a life estate. (Crawley v. United
States, 977 F.2d 1409 -10th Cir.
1992). To continue the analogy,
the bleeding was stopped, but the
blood was never transfused either
by repayment of the funds or replacement of headrights.
For over a hundred years, The
Federal Government fought in
and out of Court to conceal where
and to whom the Headrights had
gone. Finally, last year, a Federal Judge ordered an accounting. (Gregory K. Frizzell, Chief
Judge United States: WILLIAM S.
FLETCHER, et al., USDC ND/OK
on 12/30/2015)
As of this date the plaintiff, Wm.
S. Fletcher, has not received the ordered “accounting”. “All of the other plaintiffs, Charles A. Pratt, Jr.,
Juanita West, and Betty Woody,
are now dead.” (Wm. S. Fletcher
personal communication) I plan to
send a copy of this letter to those

Rosemary Wood

cc’d below in hopes that they have
heard something.
Also, Your Excellency, I would
like to share this correspondence
with the other tribal members. The
Mineral Estate belongs to the Tribe,
no one person, and at no one point in
time. It is not a matter money, it is a
part of our Tribe.
Osage Catholics have wondered
and discussed this situation as long
as I can remember. I am a 71-yearold Osage Catholic woman who was
born on the reservation. I was baptized, first confessed, received first
Holy Communion, was confirmed,
and hope to be buried in the Immaculate Conception Church, the Cathedral of the Osage.
Last winter, Father Donovan told
us that we couldn’t afford to pay our
bills, and that the electricity must be
conserved – heat in the winter, and
air in the summer. He said that we
should dress accordingly. I know
that those Headright holders who
“gave” the headrights, did so with
the intent of providing for the good
Love and Peace,
Rosemary Wood
cc Wm. S. Fletcher, Plaintiff
Geoffery Standing
Bear, Principal Chief
Everet Waller, Chair
Osage Minerals Estate
Fr Chris Dagle, St Joseph
Fr Sean Donovan,
Imaculate Conception
–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary
Wood is a former two-time Osage Tribal Councilwoman and graduated from
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in
1963, the University of Oklahoma in
1965, and from Rutgers University in
1971 with a Master of Science in Psychiatric Nursing.

OSAGE NATION ELECTION OFFICE
Toll Free: (877) 560-5286 u Phone: (918) 287-5286 u Fax: (918) 287-5292
E-mail: electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov
Physical Address: 608 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 928, Pawhuska, OK 74056
Website: osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections

Immunity
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and it’s able to spit out reports that are
needed in order for us to forecast and to
make good decisions.”
For the sovereign immunity waiver
issue, Jones said PayCom would not
agree to a contract without the waiver,
which subjects the Nation to Oklahoma
state and federal court jurisdiction in
the event of litigation arising out of the
contract.
Beau DeArmon, a PayCom representative, told the committee, the company’s software is web-based and the
Nation controls the transactions as
payroll is paid out to employees. PayCom costs for the Nation includes payroll fees per pay period and an annual
cost, he said. DeArmon said 50 different Oklahoma tribes and tribal casinos
also use PayCom’s services including
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Buffalo
Run Casino (Peoria Tribe), Pawnee Nation and Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribes.

Johnson said the Nation is proposing to use electronic time clocks to keep
track of employee work hours, including biometric ones in ON offices, which
measure employees’ hands through
computer log-on and off methods. He
also noted the time clock methods are
choices the Nation would make and the
employee work hour data would then be
given to PayCom for payroll processing.
After discussion, the special session
reconvened and ONCR 17-09 passed
with an 8-1 vote with a “no” vote from
Buffalohead and absences from Congress members Maria Whitehorn,
Shannon Edwards and Ron Shaw.
Throughout the years, the Congress
has rarely approved waivers of sovereign immunity. Jones recalled recent
events, which included a 2016 contract
with a Missouri company for pharmaceutical billing at the Wah-ZhaZhi Health Center; drug court with
the Oklahoma Department of Mental
Health and Substance Abuse Services;
and with Bank of Oklahoma for the
loan to purchase the Bluestem Ranch.
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Osage Culture
Royalty meets Royalty
Charles Red Corn
Osage News
At the Pawhuska Indian Camp
between sun up and sun down a
lot of things took place during my
childhood. Nothing improper, you
understand, just a group of people
that had more in common than we
had differences
Living and playing in Indian
Camp as a child was a most memorable time in my life. The Cunningham kids, who are descendants of
Big Horse, lived a short distance
south of the Dance Arbor. And
those descendants of Big Horse
could keep a softball game going
for hours.
Back then the arbor was covered
with freshly cut branches of willow
trees that gave shade to the dancers and the singers during the InLon-Schka that lasts four days and
is most meaningful to Osages.
Between Chief Fred Lookout’s
house and his son Uncle Henry
Lookout’s home was the open lawn
where we played many football
games. With the other kids, there
were always enough of us for a
football game or a softball game or
for some other game we made up.
This brings me to a most historic
event in my life that I can remember at that time and I’m sure was
also memorable for others. It was
during the 1940s and I was about
seven years old. The first lady
Eleanor Roosevelt was traveling
around the United States to raise
bonds for World War II. One of her
stops was to meet Chief Fred and
Julia Lookout to ask the Osages to
buy bonds to support the United
States in its war with the evil axis.
Chief Lookout sent a man to my
parents Harold and Emma Louise
Red Corn’s house to properly invite the family to a dinner for the
First Lady. Back in those days and
even today Osages invite people to
events personally. There were no
phone calls, texting or emailing.
This was not the first time the
First Lady visited the Osage Reservation. I understand she had
visited the Osage Reservation in
1937. I once heard this described
as Royalty meets Royalty. The
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt
meets Chief Fred Lookout and his
wife Julia Lookout.
My mom dressed my older brother C.R. and my younger brother
Jim in our finest clothes. We then
walked the distance of a football
field to meet the First Lady.
The Chief had invited many
prestigious visitors including the

Charles Red Corn

Osage Council and the leaders from
Fairfax and Hominy with their families.
When we arrived, the cooks and
servers had the food on the tables
ready for the First Lady and the
invited guests. Dinner was served
outside on the east side of Chief
Lookout’s home in the Village where
tables were set up with traditional
Osage dinnerware setting. I remember thinking this had to be the best
food I had ever tasted.
A prayer was given by an Osage
man before the meal and we commenced to eat. CR, my cousin Wakon Red Corn, Jim and I, along with
our other cousins, the Lookouts
and the Stablers, devoured the food
quickly and then we began playing
in the field just to the northwest
side of Chief Lookout’s house.
Unfortunately, we couldn’t stay
around because my little brother
Jim Red Corn fell into a mudhole
where a storm shelter was being
built for the Chief. Because of that
we had to leave and go home. My
dad and mom were probably irritated because they would have liked
to stay and visit more with the
First Lady.
But even a First Lady’s visit to Indian Camp does not supersede playing with our cousins and friends.
–––––––––
About the author: Charles H. Red
Corn, Osage, is the author of “A Pipe for
February” and various other published
works. Red Corn received his B.A. in
Psychology and his Masters of Education Administration from Penn State.
He is a veteran of the U.S. Army and
resides with his wife Jeri in Norman,
Okla. He is the Osage News culture
columnist.

How to submit a Letter to the Editor
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail
it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 619 Kihekah,
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagetribe.org.
Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and
may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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a junior at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, located
in Prescott, Ariz, majoring in
Aviation Business Administration. She finished 287th at
20:32.93. She is the daughter
of Shawn and Charlotte Reid,
granddaughter of Mike Mckinley Reid, great-granddaughter
of Walker Mckinley, greatgreat-granddaughter of John
Mckinley and Mary Blackbird
and great-great-great-granddaughter of Roanhorse.
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granddaughter of Walker
Mckinley, great-great-granddaughter of John Mckinley
and Mary Blackbird and greatgreat-great-granddaughter of
Roanhorse.

NEED PHOTO CREDIT

The Osage Nation Museum, located on the Osage Nation Campus
in Pawhuska.

Chance Dickinson

Congratulations!

Thank you Osage Nation
Higher Education Scholarship! Chance Dickinson graduated Cum Laude from Emporia
State University with dual degrees in Information Systems
and Business Management.
Chance is the great-grandson
of Original Allottee, Isaac
Walter Boulanger, grandson of
Ron Boulanger and the son of
Gina Boulanger-Wiechman.

Bradley Ballard

Congratulations!

Sara Beth Reid

Congratulations!

Sara Beth Reid of Las Cruces, N.M., recently signed an
athletic scholarship to play
golf at Fort Lewis University
in Durango, Colo. She is the
daughter of Shawn and Charlotte Reid, granddaughter of
Mike Mckinley Reid, great-

Bradley Ballard is a young
Osage wrestler from Moore,
Okla., who started his first
Junior High wrestling season
this year. Bradley has a combined season record of 27 and
5, with a Junior High record
of 13-0, including beating a
defending state champion. We
are truly amazed at the hard
work he puts in and the dedication he has to get better. He
will surely succeed at anything
he chooses to pursue.

Have a community announcement?
Send the information to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 619 Kihekah,
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email sshaw@osagenews.org, or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make
Chelsie Rai Reid

sure to include event date, location, email

Congratulations!

and Web address (if applicable) and a phone

Chelsie Rai Reid ran her
third time at the 37th Women’s NAIA Cross Country
National Championships in
Elsah, Ill., in November. She is

number where someone can be contacted for
validation if necessary.

ON Museum undergoing
lighting renovation,
temporary closure
Osage News
The Osage Nation Museum is undergoing a lighting
renovation project and will be open by appointment only
through Jan. 16.
During this time, contractors are working to replace the
current museum interior and exhibit lighting with LED
lighting to improve conditions for the exhibits on display,
according to a news release.
“LED lighting does not emit harmful UV light, and it is
high-efficient meaning our carbon footprint (and monthly
electric bill) is greatly reduced,” according to the release.
“The new lighting will improve the conditions for the objects both on display and in storage, as well as allow for
dramatic exhibition lighting. This new system will allow
for greater flexibility in displaying objects and create more
aesthetically appealing gallery spaces. This project is just
one of the many ways we are continuing to improve the
ONM both for our visitors, and for the long-term preservation of the collection housed here.”
As a result of the lighting installation and the temporary closure, the ON Museum is extending the exhibit Carl
Ponca: A Retrospective until Jan. 28.
The ON Museum will resume normal hours on Jan. 17.
For more information on the ON Museum and appointments, call (918) 287-5441 or email museum@osagenationnsn.gov.

Save the Date!

–Local Events Calendar

JANUARY
January 14
Osage Immersion
Community Powwow
Wah Zha Zhi
Cultural Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information
contact (918) 287-5317
January 14
15th Annual “Battle of the
Plains” Youth Competition
Washington County
Fair Building
Dewey, Oklahoma
Starts at 1 p.m.
For more information
contact (918) 337-0130
January 16
Observed Holiday
Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
Offices Closed

FEBRUARY
February 12
Texas Osages of Houston
2017 Spring Gathering
Grangerland Community
Center
15636 FM 3083
Grangerland, Texas
12 p.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information
contact (713) 969-9468
February 20
Observed Holiday
President’s Day
Offices Closed

February 23
Enduring Images
Osage Photographic
Portraiture
Opening Reception
819 Grandview Ave.
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Photos will be on display
from February 23 –
August 26
For more information
contact (918) 287-5441

APRIL
April 14
Observed Holiday
Good Friday
Offices Closed

MAY
May 29
Observed Holiday
Memorial Day
Offices Closed

JULY
July 4 – 5
Observed Holiday
Independence Day
Offices Closed
American Indian
Exposition
Caddo County
Fairgrounds
Anadarko, Oklahoma
More information TBA

SEPTEMBER

September 4
Observed Holiday
Labor Day
Offices Closed

OCTOBER
October 9
Observed Holiday
Osage Day
Offices Closed

NOVEMBER
November 10
Observed Holiday
Veterans Day
Offices Closed
November 23 – 24
Observed Holiday
Thanksgiving Holiday
Offices Closed

DECEMBER
December 25 – 26
Observed Holiday
Christmas Holiday
Offices Closed

Have an event? Send event
information to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw Duty, 619
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
email sshaw@osagenews.org,
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make
sure to include event date, location, email and Web address (if
applicable) and a phone number
where someone can be contacted for validation if necessary.
Deadline for the February 2017
issue is January 18, 2017.

Courtesy Photo/ON Communications

Senior Adviser to the Principal Chief Johnny Williams, Osage and decorated veteran, gifts an Osage Code Talker Coin to Colonel Stephanie P.
Wilson, 72nd Air Base Wing Commander, Tinker Air Force Base.

Standing Bear and staff meet with
Tinker Air Force Base officials
Osage News
Following a recent visit from U.S. Air Force officials from the
Tinker Air Force Base, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
expressed his interest in collaborating to provide aerospace and
engineering experiences for Osage youth.
According to a prepared release, Base Commander Colonel
Stephanie Wilson, Chief Master Sergeant David Tuck, 1st Lieutenant Shaun Berger, Tribal Liaison Officer Tim Taylor and
Chief Master Sergeant Richard Perrier met with Standing Bear
and his staff in September.
The TAFB officials were visiting with the Nation as part of
the U.S. Department of Defense’s Interactions with FederallyRecognized Tribes initiative, where they meet with tribes and
form meaningful government-to-government dialogue, according to the directive.
Perrier, Osage and who works at TAFB, was recently appointed and confirmed to serve on the Osage War Memorial
Commission.
“[TAFB was] able to identify five tribes that have been located
on the land that is Tinker Air Force Base, the Wichita, Osage,
Creek, Seminole, and Apache,” he said in the release. “We have
already established a connection with the Creek Nation. The
intent of these visits is to establish and keep dialogue open
with these sovereign nations with ties to the land we currently
occupy.”

Obituaries

Louella Mae Hopkins

Louella Mae Hopkins

Louella Mae Hopkins, 87
years, passed away at Forrest Manor Nursing Center in
Dewey, Okla., on Dec. 1, 2016.
She was a longtime Hominy,
Okla., resident.
Louella was born in Hominy
on June 3, 1929 to Edward
A. Kitchel and Lucille Ridge
Randle. She attended and
graduated from Will Rogers
High School in Tulsa, Okla.
On April 8, 1949, she married
Lynn Bennett Hopkins in Bentonville, Ark. He passed away
on Nov. 26, 2000. Louella was
very active in her church; she
sang in the church choir and
did a lot of volunteer work. She
was also part of the Christian
Tape Ministry.
Louella is survived by one
son, Creth Hopkins and his
wife Rhonda, of Bartlesville,
OK; two daughters, Peri
Krueger and her husband,
Paul, of Woodland Park, Colo.,
and Lynda Stoll and her husband, Robert, of Las Vegas,
Nev.; 20 grandchildren, 20
great-grandchildren, and numerous nieces, nephews and
cousins.
Louella is preceded in death
by her parents, her husband,
Lynn Bennett Hopkins; her

son, Mark Edward Hopkins,
who passed away on January
12, 2006; two sisters and one
brother.
The funeral service was held
on Dec. 5, 2016 at The First
Baptist Church in Hominy
with the Pastor Mark Formby
officiating. Pallbearers were
Isaiah Hopkins, Amos Hopkins, Seth Hopkins, Grant
Hopkins, Michael Krueger,
Matthew Krueger and Paul
Krueger. Honorary Pallbearers were: Lynn Hopkins, Jonathan Krueger, David Hopkins,
Benjamin Hopkins, Joshua
Hopkins, Harrison Stoll, Scott
Stoll and Josh Stoll. Pianist
was Theresa Cowan. Musical
selections were: “In the Garden,” “Amazing Grace,” “Victory in Jesus,” “Because He
Lives,” and “When We All Get
to Heaven.” Burial followed at
the Ridge Family Cemetery in
Hominy.
Powell Funeral Home was
entrusted with the arrangements. Online condolences
and memories can be left in
the guestbook at PowellFuneralService.com.

Davy Jeanne Watts

Davy Jeanne Watts, lifelong
resident of Fairfax, passed
away at her home Sunday, December 4, 2016 surrounded by
her loving family. She was 69
years of age.
Davy was born July 18, 1947
in Pawhuska, OK the daughter of Theodore Eugene Hazelbaker and Mary Jane Black
Hazelbaker. Papa Tee always
called her his “birthday present.” She was a 1965 graduate
of Fairfax High School and attended Northern Oklahoma
Junior College.
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Davy Watts (left) and Christine Brown, sisters, were both prolific weavers
and made many beautiful yarnwork belts and adornments. Both sisters
succumbed to cancer this year.

She married Curtis Wayne
Watts on August 19, 1966 at
Sacred Heart Church in Fairfax. Her greatest enjoyments
were her children and grandchildren, rarely missing any
of their activities. Davy was
highly skilled in Osage finger
weaving and ribbon work and
taught those skills to others at
the Osage Language Center in
Fairfax. She was the owner/
operator of Papa Tee’s screen
printing shop.
She is survived by her three
sons: Timothy Wayne and
wife Rachael of Sand Springs,
Jeffrey and wife Kasey of
Glenpool, and John and wife
Andrea of Fairfax and seven
grandchildren:
Elizabeth,
Ava, Mason, Anna, Claire,
Faith and Aaron. Davy also
is survived by her siblings
Judy and Leo Johnson, Ted
Hazelbaker, Jr., Theresa and
Dennis Hutcheson and her
sister-in-law, Mary Jo Webb,
all of Fairfax, Aunt Kathleen
Black of Oklahoma City, and
numerous other extended family and friends. She was preceded in death by her parents,

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To
Apply please for a position with
the Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/opportunities/job-listings/application-form. You are welcome
to attach a resume and/or cover
letter in addition. Please note
that all applicants tentatively
selected for employment with the
Osage Nation will be required to
submit to a urinalysis to screen
for illegal drug use. Employment
will be contingent upon said drug
test results. OSAGE / VETERAN /INDIAN PREFERENCE IS
CONSIDERED. Verification of
preference must be included with
application. For questions please
contact Taryn Crawford, Osage
Nation Employee Recruitment
Specialist, at (918) 287-5445 or
email
tcrawford@osagenationnsn.gov.
RN Case Manager – Pawhuska
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center.
Possess a degree from an accredited school of nursing program;
Bachelor’s degree preferred. Has
an active and unrestricted Registered Nurse License in the state
of Oklahoma. 3 years of RN experience/case management experience in an acute healthcare
organization preferred. Possess
knowledge in Case Management
care models. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $50,349 - $64,879
PRT Case Manager – Barnsdall Counseling Center. Associate’s Degree in Substance
Abuse, Social Work, Psychology,
Behavioral Health or related
field required; Bachelor’s preferred. At least three (3) years
of experience in related field.
Must be HIPAA and Privacy Act
trained. Must be CPR certified.
Must be able to handle stressful
situations. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $36,600 - $56,200
Shelter Monitor (2) – Pawhuska Family Violence. (Due to nature of the position, only female
applicants will be accepted) High
school diploma or GED required;
Associate’s Degree in Counseling, Psychology, Sociology or
related field preferred. At least
one (1) year of experience working in a domestic violence shelter
or behavioral health program.
Must have a caring attitude and
understanding of the problems of
substance addiction and domestic violence. Must be ale to deal

with potentially hostile and/or
uncooperative individuals. Regular Part Time. Salary: $11.50/hr.
Medical
Officer/Pediatrician – Pawhuska Wah-ZhaZhi Health Center. Requires
an active, unrestricted license to
practice medicine in the State of
Oklahoma. 1 – 2 years’ experience preferred. Must maintain a
professional attitude and appearance that positively represents
the Nation. Knowledge of HIPPA
and Privacy Act. Must be able to
pass Osage Nation credentials
and privileges requirements. Requires a high level of personal
integrity and ethics. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $170,000 $205,000
Family Nurse Practitioner
– Pawhuska Wah-Zha-Zhi
Health Center. Must be a graduate of an accredited Nurse Practitioner Program. Current and
unrestricted Advanced Practice
Registered Nurse (APRN) Licensure in the state of Oklahoma.
Current and restricted Nurse
Practitioner certification in specialty area. Required 2 years’
experience in the Nurse Practitioner role; 5 years’ experience
preferred. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $80,000 - $110,000
Medical
Officer/Pediatrician – Pawhuska Wah-ZhaZhi Health Center. Requires
an active, unrestricted license to
practice medicine in the State of
Oklahoma. 1-2 years’ experience
preferred. Must maintain a professional attitude and appearance
that positively represents the Nation. Knowledge of HIPPA and
Privacy Act. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $170,000 - $205,000
Family Practice Physician
– Pawhuska Wah-Zha-Zhi
Health Center. Requires an
active, unrestricted license to
practice medicine in the State of
Oklahoma. 1-2 years’ experience
preferred. Must maintain a professional attitude and appearance
that positively represents the Nation. Knowledge of HIPPA and
Privacy Act. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $200,000 - $220,000
Family Nurse Practitioner
– Pawhuska Wah-Zha-Zhi
Health Center. Must be a graduate of an accredited Nurse Practitioner Program. Current and
unrestricted Advanced Practice
Registered Nurse (APRN) Licen-

sure in the state of Oklahoma.
Current and unrestricted Nurse
Practitioner certification in specialty area. Required 2 years’
experience in the Nurse Practitioner role; 5 years’ experience
preferred. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $80,000 - $110,000
Case Manager 2 – Pawhuska
Counseling Center. Bachelor’s
Degree in Substance Abuse,
Social Work, Psychology, Behavioral health or related field
required; Bachelor’s preferred.
Case Manager II Certified. At
least three (3) years of experience
in related field. Must be HIPAA
and Privacy Act trained. Must be
CPR certified. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $19.23/hr.
Licensed Drug and Alcohol
Couselor (2) – Pawhuska
Counseling Center. Master’s
Degree in Counseling, Psychology or Sociology required; PhD
preferred. Licensed Professional
Counselor (LPC) required. Licensed Alcohol Drug Counselor
(LADC) required. At least two (2)
years of experience with Alcohol
and Drug, Anger Management,
MRT, CBT, Crisis Intervention,
Anxiety, Depression and Family
Therapy. Must be able to maintain strict confidentiality. Regular Part Time. Salary: $37,700
- $64,400
Dentist – Pawhuska Wah-ZhaZhi Health Center. Degree in
Dental Surgery (D.D.S.) or Dental Medicine (D.M.D.) from a
school approved by the Council
on Dental Education, American
Dental Association (ADA) or other dental school provided the education and knowledge acquired
was substantially equivalent to
that of graduates from an ADA
approved school. Current and
unrestricted License to practice
Dentistry in the State of Oklahoma. Regular Full Time. Salary:
$128,775 - $142,700
Temp Work HR Temp. If interested in temp work, please
submit an online application at
https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/application-form. Submitting your
application to the temp pool will
place you in the skill set category.
Temporary work will be available
as needed. Regular Temporary
Time. Salary: $13.00/hr.

husband, and beloved sister,
Christine.
A Rosary service was held
Dec. 11, 2016 at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, Fairfax. Funeral Mass was officiated by
Fr. Christopher Daigle on Dec.
12, 2016, followed by burial in
Fairfax Cemetery under the

Congress

–from Page 6
property next to the flagship
Osage Casino.
A request for proposals for
the airpark feasibility study is
listed on the Nation’s website.
The deadline to apply with
the ON Purchasing Office is
Feb. 2.
• ONCA 17-07 (Congressman Ron Shaw) is a $1.4
million supplemental appropriation bill with funding to be appropriated to
various departments in the
Health and Wellness Division. Shaw said the appropriations include: $190,000
in tribal funding for the
Fairfax senior services in
the near-finished senior
and child care facility with
a March 1 tentative opening and $60,000 in tribal
funds for the Counseling
Center’s Treatment Alternatives to Street Crimes
(TASC) to make up for
a budgeting shortfall.
According to a fiscal analysis of ONCA 17-07, the bill
also appropriates federal funding, which includes $110,840
awarded to the WIC Department and three federal grants
that include a $295,551 Methamphetamine and Suicide
Prevention Initiative, $3,000
March of Dimes grant and the
recently awarded $10,500 National Indian Health Board
grant for obtaining public
health accreditation for the
Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center. The bill also appropriates
$625,087 in third party billing
for the WHC, which receives
revenue from billing health insurance companies and Medicare/ Medicaid for patient care.
• ONCA 17-10 (Congressman William “Kugee”
Supernaw) appropriates $140,000 in tribal
funding to the Nation’s
restricted real property repurchase fund.
• ONCA 17-13 (Walker) appropriates $193,745 to the
Education Division. Walker said $150,000 of the
funding is appropriated for
food costs for the Nation’s
four Wah-Zha-Zhi Early
Learning Academy facilities. The bill also includes
a $28,000 pay adjustment
for Head Start employees
with the Head Start program already receiving federal funds. Walker added a
$7,000 tribal funds match
was needed for the federal
funds. The bill also appropriates a $7,500 grant for
the Education Leadership
Academy Award, he said.
Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards, who currently chairs
the Congressional Education
Committee, thanked the Executive Branch officials for providing information requests
during the special session for
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direction of Hunsaker-Wooten
Funeral Home.
Honorary pall bearers were
Casey and Scott Johnson, Larry Hutcheson, Hank Johnston,
King and Mark Bowman, David Hazen and Sandy Parker.
Memorial contributions may
be made to Sacred Heart Catholic Church.
Online condolences and
memories may be shared at:
www.hunsakerwootenfuneralhome.com.
Editor’s Note: Watts was a
prolific weaver and is known
in the Osage for her beautiful yarnwork and kindness to
many. Her twin sister, Chris
Brown, also a prolific weaver,
preceded her in death in August. Both women succumbed
to cancer. The sisters also
taught many in the Osage to
finger weave, an art that is
unique to the Osage and is carried on in great part to their
teachings.

this bill. She also noted the Nation is low on remaining unappropriated tribal funds, which
resulted in cuts from original
requested amounts during the
special session. “We’re going to
have to get into (the Nation’s
permanent and retained revenue) funds if we do much more,
but what this tells me is you’ve
got to have better planning,
you’re going to have better prioritization, you’re not going to
be able to do it all,” she said.
• ONCA 17-14 (Walker)
appropriates $31,000 in
federal funding for the
Housing Improvement
Program, which is in the
Nation’s Government
Operations Division.
• ONCA 17-15 (Walker) appropriates $335,518 to the
Nation’s Land, Commerce
and Agriculture Division.
Walker said the bill includes federal funding for
real estate services for a
multi-year funding agreement signed by Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear for the Nation to
assume control of realty
services administered by
the Bureau of Indian Affairs Osage Agency. The
bill also includes $75,000
in carryover BIA funds
that need to be re-appropriated, Walker said.

Health

–from Page 18

the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB).
According to an ON statement, the health center “will
use the grant to expand its efforts to break down silos while
bridging its clinical health
and public health into a comprehensive healthcare system
that collaboratively works to
improve the health and wellbeing of (the Nation) using a holistic approach. This grant will
allow staff from various levels and various departments/
programs within the Health
& Wellness Division to learn
and work together on training
(professional development) in
best practices of data collection
(e.g. needs assessments), implementing a culture of quality improvement and utilizing
performance management to
guide the ON Health System.
In turn, this gain in knowledge
and increased capacity will
promote the development/editing of a Tribal Health Improvement Plan (THIP) that meets
PHAB standards to promote
the Osage Nation’s ability to
potentially apply for Public
Health accreditation in the future.”
The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health
Center is located on the
ON government campus in
Pawhuska and can be reached
at (918) 287-9300. The WHC
website and more clinic information is available at: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-wedo/wah-zha-zhi-health-center
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Bluestem

–from Page 2

commerce committee, asked Tillman to
reconsider and listen to the presentation but Tillman said he stood behind
ONCR 16-42, a resolution Congress
passed that throws full support behind
the Bluestem Ranch board to manage
the entire 43,000-acre ranch the Nation
bought from media mogul Ted Turner.
“I still have faith in that board, and
their expertise, to run that ranch as
promised to them by the chief of the
Osage Nation,” Tillman said. “I’m going to excuse myself.”
After Tillman left the table, Director
of Operations Casey Johnson said the
presentation didn’t have anything to do
with the management of the property.
Various directors and employees were
with him and he said they were leaving
and they all walked out of the congressional chambers except for Johnson.
Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead,
who is not on the commerce committee
but was in attendance, told Johnson
that Tillman is one member of Congress and there were eight members
of Congress ready to listen to the presentation, “if you choose to walk out
that door Mr. Johnson, that’s on you.”
Johnson said he was tired of the treatment the Nation’s employees had come
to expect from the Congress.
“This is the same type of treatment
that directors have received in the
past. Not one thing that Congressman
Tillman said exists on this piece of paper,” he said, voice rising. “We’re talking about environmental stuff, wildlife,
fire, everything protecting the ranch.
Things I see as our responsibility, not a
board. The executive branch programs
do these things.”
Speaker Angela Pratt said she understood the presentation was about
the other functions of the ranch and
was ready to hear it. Congresswoman
Maria Whitehorn said just because one
member of Congress is frustrated that
the structure is not as promised, and
she said she too is frustrated, but she
understood the presentation was not
about management.
The directors and employees walked
back in and gave their presentation.

Management
The Osage Congress and members
of the Bluestem Ranch LLC board,
have maintained that when the ranch
board was formed it was the intent
of the Congress and Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear that the board
would be responsible for running the
entirety of the ranch. Both Standing
Bear and Assistant Principal Chief
Raymond Red Corn said at the ranch
board’s first meeting in April that all
decisions for the ranch would be up to
the ranch board and they would not interfere. But as time went on, Standing
Bear and his staff began making decisions for the ranch without the board’s
knowledge and the board has been shut
out of negotiations for leases on the
ranch except for the 9,000-acre parcel
they will manage.
“Here is the bottom line. After the
first Bluestem board meeting, I learned
any return on investment to the Osage
Nation was not to be expected within
any amount of years. Recalling the
horrors of the Osage LLC, I asked
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the board to prepare a lease proposal.
I received one proposal for one dollar
for 25 years for all 43,000 acres. That
included exclusive hunting rights going to the Bluestem LLC,” he said. “At
the same time, they abandoned a bison
profit-making operation and a bison
refuge. On top of this, individual Osage
ranchers began to express an interest
in the ranch and believed they had the
same right as an Osage company to
make a bid for use of the ranch. Given
the change in the circumstances, I have
adjusted accordingly. But, so has Bluestem, LLC. They have submitted a proposal for 15,900 acres with reasonable
compensation to Osage Nation but very
favorable to their business operations
so they should easily make a profit. I
have a proposal to set aside 8,000 acres
as a bison and wildlife refuge.”
Standing Bear said he is acting within the law, the HEARTH Act of 2012,
which stands for Helping Expedite
and Advance Responsible Tribal Home
Ownership Act. The act, sponsored by
Congressman RJ Walker, establishes
leasing procedures for business, economic development, and public purposes on Osage Nation restricted land and
trust land.
He said there can be no leases or encumbrances on the land made during
the fee-to-trust process. Once the land
is put into trust, all leases and encumbrances will be governed by federal law
and Osage law.
In October, Standing Bear said
politics must be pushed aside when it
comes to something as important as the
ranch. He said he has nothing against
the ranch board and he wants them to
have a major role with the ranch. He
said he has been working with various
members of Congress on different laws
to govern the property and he works
with members of the ranch board. He
appointed Jim Perrier and Francis
Murphy to be the Nation’s representatives on the Intertribal Bison Cooperative. The other ranch board members
include Faren Anderson, chair, Teresa
Meade and Jackie Badley.
“The Bluestem LLC Board is using
nearly 9,000 acres of the ranch right
now for free. They have submitted a
proposal but other Osage ranchers
have also submitted proposals. Osage
preference law requires we give serious consideration to not only an Osage
company but also to individual Osage
ranchers,” he said. “We also have a
proposal from one of the largest ranch
groups in the USA which financially
is very, very strong. They have also
guaranteed Osage employment and top
notch training. I formed a committee of
experienced Osage ranchers to evaluate these proposals. I sincerely hope
Bluestem LLC can match or beat the
other proposals.”
The large ranching group is the 6666
Ranch, or “The Four Sixes Ranch,” according to a source who did not want
to be named. The Four Sixes Ranch is
a Texas ranch that is part of Burnett
Ranches LLC. According to their website, “The ranch stands some of the
most well-respected Quarter Horse
stallions in the industry, with elite
broodmares that produce some of the
best race, ranch and sale horses available anywhere.” They also maintain
black angus cattle and their hold-
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ings cover 275,000 acres on two Texas
ranches.

Fee-to-trust Application
Directors and employees from the
Tribal Development and Land Acquisition (TDLA) department, the Environmental Natural Resources (ENR)
department, the ON Historic Preservation Office (ONHPO) and the ON Attorney General’s office helped with the
presentation.
Melissa Currey, property coordinator for TDLA, gave an update on the
fee-to-trust application process. She
said the application is currently with
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and they
are reviewing the phase one site assessment. She hopes they will be finished within the next couple of months
but that would be an aggressive plan
for the BIA. She said she is currently
trying to set up a meeting with the BIA
regional director in January to get a
better timeline of when the application
process will be finished. She hopes it
will be by March.

Educational opportunities
Dr. Andrea Hunter, of the ONHPO,
said her office will be providing educational opportunities on the ranch. She
said they will be surveying the land

for high priority areas and in doing so
they will invite constituents along so
they can experience and see what her
office does. If they were to find historic properties they would evaluate
those properties for significance and
the possibility of excavation or possible
research and constituents would be invited to help. She said they are looking
at the month of July to begin. She said
most of her staff is currently busy out
in the field.

Hunting and Fishing regulations
Morgan Currey, an attorney with the
AG’s office, said she and the director of
ENR, Jann Hayman, have been working on hunting and fishing regulations
for the ranch. She said Rebecca Kirk,
legislative analyst for the chief’s office
and an attorney, is working on companion civil and criminal regulations.
Hayman said they’ve been working on environmental regulations for
hunting and fishing and they are applying for a grant. If the Nation wins
the grant, it would pay for startup
costs and help in hiring game rangers,
equipment, personnel and would assist
with more surveys to enhance the regulations. The grant would be for three
years.

