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Osage Nation and Osage
Casino celebrate start of
Tulsa casino and hotel project
Benny Polacca
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. – Scores of
Osage Nation government officials, gaming officials, local Tulsa dignitaries and
members of the Osage public
gathered here on a breezy fall
morning to celebrate expanding the flagship Osage Casino.
Osage Casino CEO Byron
Bighorse called Nov. 17 “a special day” during the groundbreaking ceremony held that
day under a white tent erected
in front of the Osage Event
Center next to the current
Tulsa casino which opened in
2005. Plans call for the Event
Center to be demolished as construction crews work around
the current casino building to
build a larger $150 million casino with a 126-room hotel and
conference and special event
amenities.
The current Tulsa casino
will remain open during the
construction project, which is
expected to take 18 months.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Tribal officials and other delegates turn over the dirt during the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Tulsa Casino Hotel on November 17.

The casino expansion underway is the first of four phases
that is a working project between gaming officials, casino
management and architectural design professionals.
When construction is completed on the casino, hotel and
conference space, Bighorse
said there will be nearly
400,000 square feet of new

OMC threatens lawsuit
against company proposing
wind farm near Fairfax
Lenzy Krehbiel-Burton
Special to Osage News
A proposed wind farm in Osage County has received a
chilly reception from tribal officials, with one branch now
preparing to go to court to try to stop it.
See Lawsuit
—Continued on Page 4

Osage joins Veterans
Stand for Standing
Rock in North Dakota
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osages have followed Chris
Turley’s journey on social media since he left on foot from
Pawhuska Nov. 17 and said he
was walking to the Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe’s reservation
in North Dakota.
Turley, an Osage tribal
member and veteran who
was wounded in Afghanistan,
walked over 250 miles to join
the Veterans Stand for Standing Rock who will be on the
front line of the protest against
the Dakota Access Pipeline.
The pipeline, protested by
thousands, is scheduled to
be drilled under Lake Oahe,
a Missouri River reservoir
near the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe’s reservation. Protes-
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Turley poses with actress and activist Shailene Woodley.

tors argue that if the pipeline
were to break, it would pollute
the tribe’s main water source.
They also say it is a violation
See Turley
—Continued on Page 4

property with casino amenities including 16 table games,
five poker tables, 1,500 electronic games, a sports bar and
grill, café and a full-service
brew pub.
The new casino will take up
66,280 square feet and the ho-

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The Oklahoma state
gaming compacts for 39
tribes in Oklahoma will
expire in 2020. It may
seem early to begin negotiations with Gov. Mary
Fallin, but if the previous
compact negotiations are
any example, the process
could take years.
The Indian Gaming Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Chiefs Office
Regulatory Act of 1988
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
and an Oklahoma statute Bear signs a letter to Gov. Mary
define the gaming compact Falling requesting gaming comprocess, and the first step pact negotiations.
is a formal letter sent by a
tribe to the governor requesting a meeting. Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear sent that letter on Nov. 16. The
governor has six months to respond, according to the IGRA.
“The first compacts in Oklahoma were suggested in 1989,
and it took until 1994 for them to be concluded,” Standing
Bear said. “There was another effort in 1997 that wasn’t
concluded until 2006. There are so many different mechaSee Negotiations
—Continued on Page 6

See Groundbreaking
—Continued on Page 12

Granddaughter of WWI Osage Code
Talker honored at Veterans Day dance
Bighorse and Michael Pahsetopah sang. The legion members also conducted wreath
placement ceremonies at the
Pawhuska City Cemetery and
the Pierce St. John Cemetery
for Native American veterans.

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing
Bear
presented
Frances Chouteau Jones with
an Osage Code Talker medal
in honor of her grandfather,
WWI Osage Code Talker Augustus Chouteau at this year’s
Veterans Day dance at the
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center.
She said the entire experience was overwhelming and
that she was shaken by it.
She said her grandmother told
her stories about her grandfather being a code talker and
said they spoke their Osage
language so no one could understand them. Recently, the
U.S. Department of Defense
confirmed Augustus Chouteau
was an Osage Code Talker
in WWI.
“This was a wonderful event,
Thank You so much. I just
felt like I was home with the
Osage people. My grandfather
would have been so proud, as I
am today,” she said. “I did not
know my grandfather, he died
very young when he was in the
service. But my grandmother
always told me he was a Code
Talker, but I didn’t know who
to ask about it until two weeks
ago and the Osage Nation got
a hold of me and said we confirm that your grandfather
was a Code Talker, and I am
so honored to be here today.”
Jones, 82, was one of three
honorees at this year’s dance
on Nov. 11. Charles Lookout
Jr., WWII U.S. Navy veteran
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Chief Standing Bear sends
letter to Gov. Fallin to begin
gaming compact negotiations

Honorees

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Frances Chouteau Jones, 82, holds
the Osage Code Talker medal presented to her on Nov. 11 by Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear.

and Romaine Shackelford,
WWII U.S. Army veteran were
honored with songs sung in
their honor and each honoree
received a Pendleton blanket.
The Hominy War Mothers,
Mi-Tho-Ti-Moie Chapter No.
6, hosted the day’s events,
which included an afternoon
dance of individual songs, an
Osage traditional supper, and
an evening dance.
Individual songs were sung
for the Gold Star Mothers
(mothers who have lost sons
in battle), Otis Russell, Mrs.
Wah-re-she, Stanley Shunkamolah, Raymond Kipp, Veterans of Korea, Veterans of
Vietnam, Veterans of Desert
Storm and Operation Iraqi
Freedom.
The Harold Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198
raised the flag at the cultural
center to begin the day as Vann

Lookout Jr., 94, graduated
from Chilocco High School in
1941, according to his write
up in the dance program. After
graduation he completed basic
training and began service in
the Navy from 1942-1946. He
served as a Machinist Mate
Third Class on the U.S.S.
Saratoga CV-3, during WWII.
“We was stationed in the Pacific and Indian Ocean during
the Iwo Jima Battle and survived the Japanese kamikaze
attack of the Saratoga on Feb.
21, 1945,” he said in the write
up. After his completion in the
service he attended Oklahoma
State University and the University of Oklahoma. He graduated from OU in 1967 with a
Master’s degree in Library Science. He worked at the Tulsa
City-County Library for several years and retired in 1986,
according to the write-up.
Shackelford, 88, attended
schools in Pawhuska at Union
and Franklin Schools and later
attended Seneca Indian Institution in Lawrence, Kans.,
and Oklahoma A&M. While
at Haskell he was a starting
guard on one of “Haskell’s best
See Code Talker
—Continued on Page 4
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Chief Standing Bear sues
Osage employee petition starts
ON Congress for second
after law cuts employee leave
time in ON Supreme Court
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

subject, which shall be expressed in its
title.”

For the second time, Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear is asking the
Osage Nation Supreme Court to rule
on the constitutionality of laws passed
by the Osage Nation Congress.
Standing Bear is alleging 10 laws,
most of which are appropriation laws
passed in the September Tzi-Zho Session, are unconstitutional in part and
violate Article V in the Constitution,
the Distribution of the Powers of Government; Article VI, Legislature and
its powers and Article VII, the Executive Branch and its powers.
The 16-page petition, filed Nov. 28,
asks the Supreme Court to consider
four counts against the Congress.
“The Supreme Court is the final authority for the Osage Nation government. I believe the role of the Congress
is to pass laws and not to micro-manage
employees of the Executive Branch,”
Standing Bear said. “Because of legal
requirements, the case is named Standing Bear vs Pratt, but this is no indication of conflict between Speaker Pratt
and myself. We have a good working
relationship. The Supreme Court will
study the actions of this Congress and
provide guidance.”
Comment was requested from Osage
Nation Congressional Speaker Angela
Pratt but she did not reply before this
article was published online. The Fifth
ON Congress is currently in its Third
Special Session and is considering
amendments to some of the bills Standing Bear is alleging is unconstitutional.
The petition contains many quotes
and excerpts from the March ruling
in Standing Bear vs. Whitehorn, when
Standing Bear successfully sued the
Fourth Osage Nation Congress in the
Supreme Court for constitutional violations, including separation of powers.

Count two

Count one
Count one of the petition is against
five appropriation bills passed in September. ONCA 16-84 (Shaw) Office of
the Attorney General; ONCA 16-90
(Shaw) Land, Commerce and Agriculture Division; ONCA 16-93 (Shaw) Education Division; ONCA 16-94 (Shaw)
Language and Cultural Resources Division; and ONCA 16-95 (Shaw) Child,
Family and Senior Services. Congressman Ron Shaw is the Congressional
Appropriations Committee chair and
thus has to sponsor all appropriations
laws but he also voted for their passage.
Per the petition, the appropriation
bills contained language that froze salaries; created a job for the AG’s office
but prohibited job creation in the Education division.
Standing Bear said when he signed
the “offending” appropriation bills into
law he felt forced to do so because the
bills had the money within them to run
the government but he expressed the
unconstitutionality to the Speaker of
the Congress in a Sept. 29 letter.
He said the bills violated Separation
of Powers; the Executive Branch’s authority and Supreme Executive Power;
and Article VI, Section 12, Enactment
of Laws in the Constitution which
reads “Each law shall embrace but one

Per the petition, Standing Bear
wants the Budget Parameter and Limitation Act, ONCA 13-67 (Supernaw)
declared unconstitutional and void in
its entirety. Passed in 2013, with veto
override votes from then Congressmen Standing Bear and Raymond Red
Corn, former Principal Chief John Red
Eagle vetoed it and declared it unconstitutional.
AG Holli Wells published an opinion
in March of this year that declared several provisions within the act unconstitutional. She said in her opinion that
it violated Articles V, VI and VII of the
Constitution.
Standing Bear points out in the petition that the Attorney General Act
was amended on Sept. 27 by Congress
to “strip” away legal protections. Prior
to the amendment, AG opinions were
sought from time to time by Standing
Bear to make his case on different laws
of the Nation. The AG Act also protected officials and employees who chose
to conduct themselves “in reasonable
reliance upon the advice given” from
an AG opinion. The amended version
states, “Attorney General opinions are
persuasive authority, but are not legally binding.”

Count three
ONCA 16-100 (Edwards) the Osage
Merit Based Employment System Act,
has been controversial among officials
since its passage in September, and
caused some employees to circulate a
petition against it.
The petition lists about 20 unconstitutional provisions within ONCA
16-100 that violate Article V, which includes separation of powers.
“Rather, those provisions are merely
efforts by Congress to direct the operational function of the Executive Branch
by controlling employment decisions as
to positions, job descriptions and compensation, all constitutionally committed to the authority of the Executive
Branch,” per the petition. “As such,
those provisions also demonstrate that
ONCA 16-100 violates the Constitution
Article VI, Section 12’s requirement
that legislation embrace but one subject.”

Count four
Per the petition, when the Congress
passed ONCA 14-57 (Whitehorn),
ONCA 15-27 (Edwards) and ONCA 1665 (Shaw), all acts to create divisions
within the Executive Branch, it violated Article VII, Section 3 of the Constitution, Qualifications and separation of
powers.
The acts prohibit the Executive
Branch from line item shifting within
budgets to cover expenses needed elsewhere, per the petition. It also prohibits the Health, Fitness and Wellness
Division Leader from hiring a position
until Congress appropriates the funds.
Standing Bear argues that in doing so
it takes away “the authority of the Executive Branch.”

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Osage Nation Congressional Chambers, located in Pawhuska on the Osage Nation
campus.

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Nation Police Department employee Miya McKim circulated a
petition against a new law that did away with employee administrative
leave.
Titled, “Petition to Declare No Confidence in Osage Nation Congress with
one exception,” the petition calls ONCA 16-100 unconstitutional. The act,
to repeal and replace the Osage Nation Work Force Pay for Performance
Act with the Merit Based Employment System Act, was sponsored by Congresswoman Shannon Edwards.
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear vetoed the bill but it was overridden. The “exception” was Congressman R.J. Walker, who voted “no” for
the bill and the override.
“It removes cultural supports that were wisely put in place to recognize
our traditions and the need for our people who are employed by the Nation to participate in our cultural activities,” wrote McKim in the petition.
“Cultural activities are relevant to preservation of our Tribal history and
distinctions, which are as much a part of our sovereignty as our language.”
McKim said the work on the petition is being done on her own time with
her own resources. She said she has visited with numerous employees and
community members about the bill and its ramifications upset many.
“The changes limit our time for bereavement and funerary preparations
directly in opposition to our cultural traditions,” she wrote in the petition.
“Limitations on our cooks from their traditional time for tending to preparations for Village and funerary responsibilities are in direct opposition to
our Constitution. In-Lon-Schka at all three villages is integral to who we
are. The employee parameters for participation were also changed.”
She references the Osage Constitution in the petition, specifically Article 16, Osage Culture and Language, “The Osage Nation shall protect and
promote the language, culture and traditional ways of the Osage People.”
Standing Bear has filed suit against the Fifth Osage Nation Congress
for a declaratory judgment from the ON Supreme Court, in which ONCA
16-100 is part.

Human Resources
Anna Trumbly, compensation analyst for the Nation’s Human Resources department, spoke to the employees of the boards and commissions on
Nov. 9 about the changes that took effect on Oct. 4. She said the legal team
for the Executive Branch has been helping the HR department interpret
ONCA 16-100.
In essence, the new law eliminates administrative leave altogether for
the Nation’s employees, but it does not affect the Osage Casinos employees. What used to be deemed administrative leave, which is time off that
did not affect employee paid time off (PTO), will now come out of their
PTO. The law also shrunk the employees leave bank from 260 hours of
PTO to 180 hours of PTO.
The changes Trumbly stressed were:
• Bereavement leave. Employees used to get four days of bereaveSee Petition
—Continued on Page 4
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Osage government officials discuss updates at UOSC fall gathering
CARLSBAD, Calif. – The annual United Osages of Southern California fall gathering
brought scores of Osages and
their family members here to
learn about Osage government
and cultural updates.
On Nov. 5, more than 60
people attended the UOSC
meeting to hear from Osage
Nation government officials
who provided information on
government services and recent developments. The event
also serves as a fellowship opportunity for Osages who do
not visit Oklahoma often to
network with other Osages
and to meet people who work
for the Nation.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear told the attendees there are approximately
20,000 enrolled Osages today
who are descendants of those
2,229 Osage original allottees
who signed the final Osage
Tribe of Indians roll in 1906.
Standing Bear noted if Osages
ask around and talk to others
“you will find that most of us
are related in one way or another.”
Standing Bear said his office opened an “Osage Office
of the Chief’s” Facebook page
recently as another avenue
to stay connected to constituents, as well as a Twitter account. His Twitter handle is
@OsageKihekah. Both social
media pages contain photos
and information on government services.
On the legal side, Standing
Bear said he is working with
the ON Attorney General’s office on possibly revisiting the

All photos TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Congresswoman Shannon Edwards speaking about the Higher Education Scholarship at the United Osages of Southern California, Fall Gathering Nov. 5, at the Senior Center in Carlsbad, Calif.

Osage Nation Congressional Speaker, Angela Pratt, spoke about the
Osage Language Immersion School at the United Osages of Southern
California Fall Gathering Nov. 5, at the Senior Center in Carlsbad, Calif.

Osage reservation status case,
which was declined by the
U.S. Supreme Court in 2011.
The Nation filed a federal suit
against the Oklahoma Tax
Commission on whether the
Nation’s reservation was disestablished and carried on for
11 years in litigation. Standing
Bear said the Nation is working on a new legal approach
with new attorneys who could
overturn the reservation status case.
On tribal government operations, Standing Bear said the
Nation had over employees
when he took office in 2014
and his administration has
made efforts to reduce employees and pay more in salaries
to those who are retained. He

Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt delivered her inaugural Speaker’s report from
the 2016 Tzi-Zho Session that
ended in October after 25 days.
She said the Fifth ON Congress
appropriated $13,850,000 for
direct services available to
Osage constituents, which includes the higher education
scholarship program, health
benefit program and burial assistance.
Pratt, who is from the Hominy District and serves on the
Cook Committee, also mentioned the district is discussing
improvements to the village,
which includes restoring the
historic roundhouse next to
the dance arbor. Pratt said
the village community has discussed future improvements to
the village and the consensus
is the roundhouse will remain
in place despite previous ideas
to relocate the structure. She
also noted drainage issues remain a priority due to flooding
after rains.
Congresswoman
Maria
Whitehorn said the Attorney
Generals Office has handheld

noted his Executive Branch
appointed staff is on call 24
hours a day.
Standing Bear also acknowledged younger Osages who
recently took jobs with the Nation that have increased the
number of enrolled Osages
working for the Nation. For
example, he mentioned Hallie
Winter and Cali Martin who
both have prior museum experience and degrees from East
Coast institutions and started
working for the ON Museum
as curator and collections manager respectively in the last
two years. He also mentioned
James Weigant, a former Tulsa city employee, who started
in the Office of the Chiefs as an
executive assistant and is now
Deputy Chief of Staff.
In 28 months, Standing
Bear said the Osage employee count increased from 37.3
percent to 52.7 percent today.
“That’s moving pretty fast and
respecting people who want
to work… you’re there for the
Osage people and for future
generations,” he said of employees.

Principal Chief Geoffery Standing Bear speaking with Teddy Meyers at
the United Osages of Southern California Fall Gathering, Saturday, Nov.
5, at the Senior Center in Carlsbad, Calif.

United Osages of Southern California, Fall Gathering was Saturday, Nov.
5, at the Senior Center in Carlsbad, Calif.

copies of the amended Osage
Constitution available at the
Pawhuska office and distributed copies of the document
to the UOSC attendees. She
informed the attendees of the
Nation’s first ever election –
by legislative referendum –
scheduled March 20, 2017 for
two questions, which will be
placed on the ballot.
The Osage voters will be
voting on questions regarding
same-sex marriage recognition
by the Nation and whether to
amend the Osage constitution
to include language regarding
the government budget.
Congresswoman
Whitehorn sponsored a resolution
to amend the Osage Nation
Constitution, it passed unanimously. The question will be
on the ballot for the special
election. Voters will consider
an amendment to Article VI,
Section 23, of the Legislature
and its duties of the Annual
Budget.
The new language reads:
“The annual budget of the
Osage Nation shall be governed by the principles of
transparency and accountability, and the budgetary process
encompassing those principles
shall be set forth in Osage
law.”
Whitehorn’s
amendment
comes after a contentious TziZho Session where the Congress repeatedly asked for
supporting
documentation
from Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear to explain the
Executive Branch’s budgets.
Both branches are headed to
court on the issue.
Check back to www.osagenews.org for more updates
from the UOSC fall gathering.

Osage programs and opportunities
highlighted at UOSC gathering
United Osages of Southern California, Fall Gathering was Saturday, Nov.
5, at the Senior Center in Carlsbad, Calif.
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Benny Polacca
Osage News
CARLSBAD, Calif. – Various updates and promotions
of Osage Nation programs
and
government
entities
took center stage as scores of
West Coast Osage residents
gathered here for the annual
United Osages of Southern
California fall gathering.
UOSC Chairman Greg Clavier said 88 attendees came to
the Nov. 5 event, which included 55 UOSC members, 17 family guests and 16 Osage Nation
dignitaries and employees who
visited from Oklahoma. “We
are very happy with the results of the UOSC 2016 Fall
Gathering. It was a very busy
day, however well received,”
he said.
Orange County resident Jeanette Guerrero described her
recent trip to Osage County,
which included participating
in the annual Cultural Walk
organized by the Wah-Zha-Zhi
Cultural Center. The October
event is an overnight camping

trip and invites Osages and
their families to take a threemile hike from the present-day
state border, south into Oklahoma where the Mullendore
Ranch sits near the northern
edge of Osage County.
“I really encourage all of
you to take that journey as
well,” Guerrero said. She also
praised other Osages who
went on the trip to provide
the camp meals, to coordinate
the trip and those who shared

their historical and cultural
knowledge with the attendees.
Guerrero acknowledged ON
Education Department worker
Cherise Lookout for her contributions in attending the
trip with Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth
Council members.
“I think the Cultural Walk
provides a way for Osages to
get to know each other and
share stories and histories
that reflect our Osage people’s
strong and culturally powerful
ways,” Lookout said. “It is awesome to see Osages that live
within the local community
attend and connect with those
that live out-of-state, share
stories, see their children play
together and become friends.
Our Osage children do not receive Osage education through
a modern education system,
nor through the public schools,
most receive Osage education
and history orally.”
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear attended the
UOSC meeting to provide
See UOSC
—Continued on Page 12
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Lawsuit

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Romaine Shackelford, 88-year-old WWII Army Veteran, was one of this
year’s honorees.

Code Talker

–from Page 1

football squads.” He served in
WWII in the Army as a medic
in Europe.
In 1950 he married Ruth
Mae Hopper from Hominy and
moved to Pawhuska where
they started a family, raising
two girls and five boys, according to his write-up. He worked
for Phillips Petroleum Company in Bartlesville for 35 years
and retired in 1985.
He has been dancing in the
In-Lon-Schka since 1941 and
has served as an adviser for
Drumkeepers and as a Whipman. He is also an avid fisherman, renowned artist – he
designed the official Osage Nation seal – and is known for his

beautiful Osage headdresses
he makes for men.
“Love of his family, his sons,
daughters, and especially his
grandchildren, Osage history,
fishing, arrowhead hunting,
refereeing football, a warm
house, a cup of coffee, a hot
breakfast and a great laugh,
nothing better to Romaine,”
according to the write-up.
Shackelford is also a member of the Harold Bigheart
Smalley American Legion Post
198 in Pawhuska.

Hominy War Mothers
The Hominy War Mothers
were chartered on Oct. 17,
1944 under the name of MiTho-Ti-Moi. It was the sixth
chapter to be chartered in the
state of Oklahoma, according
to the dance program.

–from Page 1

The Osage Minerals Council
adopted a resolution Monday
to ask the U.S. Attorney’s Office to file a motion in federal
court for an injunction to stop
Amshore US Wind LLC from
moving forward with plans to
potentially build a wind farm
along U.S. Highway 60 near
Fairfax and Burbank.
If granted, the injunction
would be in place until the
Tenth Circuit Court in Denver rules on an appeal from
the Minerals Council stemming from the construction of
the Osage Wind project. Arguments were heard on Wednesday and no timeline has been
given for a decision.
“I think they’re marching
on like they want to like Enel
did. We need to put some kind
of roadblock up,” Councilor
Stephanie Erwin said. “They’re
still doing it. We already have
the bad taste of Enel left in
our mouths. They did what
they want 24/7 until it became
a moot point and now we got
windmills out there.”
Since the U.S. Attorney’s
Office waited until the filing
deadline to announce its inaction on the Osage Minerals
Council’s appeal in the Osage
Wind case, the council also
adopted a second resolution
Monday, authorizing the law
firm of Fredericks Peebles and
Morgan to file the injunction
motion if federal attorneys do
not at least respond to their request within two weeks.
“We have to take us to the
next level, even though our
trustee let them off the hook,”
Chairman Everett Waller said.
“We are going to go back to the
trustee and make them hold
them accountable.
“If we don’t, they’re going to
roll over. If not, the number of
turbines here won’t be in the
tens or hundreds. It’ll be in
the thousands when they’re
done. They (Amshore) could
have gone anywhere but here.
They’ve found a place where

LENZY KREHBIEL-BURTON/Osage News

A map of the planned construction site Amshore plans to develop as a
wind farm.

they can keep going. I just hate
it because it could cost us everything.”
Amshore has surface leases
for 57,000 acres in western
Osage County near Fairfax
and Burbank and already operates a wind farm in adjoining Kay County. It is currently
conducting feasibility studies
on the proposed wind farm site
and has applied for a permit
from Osage County to build a
one-mile service road to three
towers that have been used to
collect data.
“The project’s still at a very
early stage,” Amshore Vice
President Jeff Neves said.
“Turbines are not going up yet.
We still have a lot of work to
do, including marketing the
power that it would generate,
finalizing the design, start the
process of going to the zoning
board and presenting the project for conditional use permi.
“If everything comes together to make it happen, the
project wouldn’t be operational
until 2018 at the earliest.”
If the project happens, it
is projected to bring 250-300
temporary construction jobs
to the area, plus a handful of
full-time permanent positions
to monitor and maintain the
turbines.
Neves said the exact number of turbines planned for the

site is still undetermined, but
would probably be between 50
and 100, depending on the size
of the turbines used and the
specifics of the as-yet unsigned
transmission contract.
The council’s decision comes
one week after the Corpus
Christi, Texas-based energy
company hosted an open house
for area residents at Woodland
High School. On Nov. 14, representatives from Amshore’s
departments and relevant consultants set up tables around
the gym to field questions
about the project.
“We want to introduce everything to everyone,” Neves
said. “We will be having a
series of meetings as we go
along. For some of them … we
will have to go into formal required meetings, but we plan
on having lots of stakeholder
outreach meetings and information sessions.
“Hopefully we can get the
information out there about
where things are at this stage,
what we’re working towards,
scale of project and just start
to address concerns that may
come up. Hopefully we can
start that process, because we
want to engage the community
and let them know that we’re
working on a potential development.”

Turley
SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Charles Lookout Jr., 94-year-old, WWII U.S. Navy Veteran, was one of this
year’s honorees.

Petition

–from Page 2

ment leave for funerals but will now only receive
one day of bereavement leave and the employee
must be an immediate family member of the deceased. Osage funerals last for four days.
• There will be no more administrative leave for the
three In-Lon-Schka dances for those employees who
serve on dance committees. Leave for the In-Lon-Schka dances can be up to 48 hours or more, especially
if the employee plays an integral role in the dance.
• Employees will no longer get administrative leave
when the Nation is closed due to snow or ice, or
other hazardous conditions. The time off will come
out of the employees PTO. In the past, the Nation, or parts of the Nation, has been closed for gas
leaks, water line breaks, tornadoes, ice storms, air
condition/heat outages, and other emergencies.
Trumbly said since Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
fall on a Saturday and Sunday this year HR has yet to
figure out what days, if any, employees will have off – and
the same goes for New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day.
[Editor’s Note: This story was originally published online Nov. 10 under the headline “Osage employee starts
petition against new law that cuts employee leave” and
has been updated for the print edition of the Osage News.]

–from Page 1
of treaties, Nation-to-Nation
consultation, sacred burial
sites and other federal laws.
Turley reached the Oceti
Sakowin (Seven Council Fires)
camp on Nov. 30. Through a
Facebook Live video shot by
Bucky Harjo, the Osage Nation watched as members of
the camp welcomed him with
song, prayers and gratitude.
Turley has used Facebook,
Facebook Live, Instagram and
Snapchat to track his journey
and thousands are following.
There are memes with Turley’s image with messages of
honor, valor and gratitude.
“As promised ... I started the
journey walking and I’m going
to finish this journey walking,”
Turley said in a Facebook Live
video of the final mile to the
Oceti Sakowin camp. “Want to
thank everyone that supported me along the way ... all the
comments, messages, sharing,
if you did a financial support
to the Go Fund Me account,
thank you very much for that

Have an event? Send event information
to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw,
619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; email
sshaw@osagenews.org, or fax to (918) 2875563. Make sure to include event date,
location, email and Web address (if applicable) and a phone number where someone
can be contacted for validation if necessary.

Courtesy Photo/Ryan RedCorn

A portrait of Chris Turley resting north of Holton, Kans., on his way to
Standing Rock.

... it really means a lot to me to
be on this journey.”
He also thanked his three
daughters in the video and
said he would be home soon after his journey was complete.
Along his journey he was
hosted by numerous tribal nations. Families hosted him in
their homes and gave him supplies and good wishes.
He is one of reportedly 250
U.S. veterans who are in Cannon Ball to protect the Water Protectors who have been
pummeled with rubber bullets, sprayed with tear gas and
water cannons by officers with
the Morton County Sheriff’s
Office.
A spokesman for the Veterans Stand for Standing Rock
said they would be wearing
protective gear to deflect the
rubber bullets and water cannons for the protectors on the
front line.

Update
Courtesy Photo

Turley receives a blanket for Standing Rock Chairman David Archambault II.

On Dec. 4, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers denied an
easement for the Dakota Access pipeline company, Dal-

las-based Energy Transfer
Partners, according to an Associated Press article.
According to a news release,
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Works Jo-Ellen Darcy said her
decision was based on the need
to “explore alternate routes”
for the pipeline’s crossing. U.S.
Secretary for the Interior Sally
Jewell said in a statement that
Nation-to-Nation consultation
with tribal leaders and tribal
rights reserved in treaties
and federal law “are essential
components of the analysis to
be undertaken in the environmental impact statement going forward.”
Many of the Water Protectors have stated they are not
leaving the site, even though
the temperatures are reaching
-20 degrees at night.
The veterans need tents,
sleeping bags and cots. Donations can be mailed to: Standing Rock Medic & Healer
Council, P.O. Box 1251, Bismarck, ND 58502 – or if you
are shipping via UPS or FedEx, please use the address
220 E. Rosser Ave. #1251, Bismarck, ND 58502.
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Osage Congress approves $112,000 for
Chambers building improvements
Benny Polacca
Osage News

2014 Osage News File Photo

The Osage News staff. From left: Chalene Toehay-Tartsah, Benny Polacca,
Tara Madden and Shannon Shaw Duty.

Osage ancestry, indigenous
identity and DNA
Osage News Staff
At the end of December, the Osage Nation Trial Court is going
to conduct pre-trial hearings for more than 40 individuals whose
Osage ancestry is being questioned.
The rules and laws for the Osage Nation membership have
been set since 1906, when the U.S. government closed the roll
with 2,229 members. The Nation’s membership law requires
an individual to be of lineal descendant from one of the original 2,229 Osages. As of Dec. 5, there are 20,324 Osage tribal
members.
Many surrounding gaming tribes to the Osage require a blood
quantum for membership, and some of those tribes’ issue per
capita payments from their gaming revenues. Being a member
of a lucrative gaming tribe could mean thousands in benefits if
one could prove they’re a member.
Proving this in the Osage can be difficult for some, especially
if they did not grow up in an Osage community where knowing
one’s lineage is commonplace. This is also not something that
can be traced with DNA. We know, because we’ve tried.

Ancestry.com
There are numerous online DNA testing sites, and there are
some that target Native Americans. Kim TallBear, an associate
professor of anthropology at the University of Texas at Austin,
discusses six DNA websites in her book, “Native American DNA:
Tribal Belonging and the False Promise of Genetic Science.”
She discusses the pitfalls from relying on DNA tests to measure one’s indigenous identity and that there’s a lot more to being
indigenous than just a DNA test. The websites she analyzes are
DNAToday, Genelex, GeneTree, Niagen and Orchid Cellmark.
In May of this year the Osage News staff took Ancestry.com’s
DNA test. The website claimed it could trace one’s ancestry to
prove whether they were Native American or not. We did this
because there were some who claimed DNA testing could prove
one’s ethnicity or membership to a tribe.
We ordered four tests and it required each participant to spit
into a tube and mail the tubes to the company’s lab. The results
were sent via email within six weeks.
Each member of the Osage News – Shannon Shaw Duty, Benny Polacca, Tara Madden and Chalene Toehay-Tartsah – knows
their tribe or tribes and each are comfortable with their indigenous identity. One’s indigenous identity encompasses their
cultural and traditional awareness. We also know the blood
quantum we have with each of our tribes, it was issued to us at
our births by the U.S. government. We were curious if the tests
would show something different – or what other ethnicities we
could be.
Our results were telling, but it did not pinpoint which tribe we
were or which region of the United States from which we were
from, but it broke down our ethnicities by percentages.

Osage membership
The Osage Nation Membership Department does not accept
Ancestry.com DNA results as proof of Osage ancestry, or any
other type of results from DNA processing sites. Sarah Oberly,
the director for the Nation’s membership department, said the
guidelines for Osage membership are spelled out in the Nation’s
membership law. Only by proving lineal descent from the 1906
roll can one become enrolled Osage. That means knowing who
your Osage parents are, grandparents, great-grandparents or
great-great-grandparents in some cases.
This is how the Osage Nation Attorney General’s office is pursuing the membership cases. Without documentation to trace
one’s lineage to a member of the 1906 roll, the Trial Court can
remove a person from the roll and all their descendants. The
penalty could be that the person pays back all or some of the
direct service money they received from the Nation, which could
include the Osage Nation Higher Education Scholarship, the
Osage Nation Health Benefit Card, and any services through the
Financial Assistance department and others.

DNA
We know there are many who do not like the use of blood
quantum to measure one’s amount of Native American ethnicity,
because there are those who use it to force authority over others. Many believe as inter-marriage dwindles the blood quantum
of many Native American families it doesn’t necessarily make
them any less Indian – especially in the cultural and traditional
sense.
The Osage News staff agreed to publish their blood quantum
and Ancestry.com results as a guide for those who are curious
about their ethnicity.
Prior to taking the test, this was what we knew about our
tribal affiliations.
• Tara Madden is 7/32 Cherokee and Delaware and
1/4 Sisseton Wahpeton Sioux.
• Benny Polacca is 1/4 Hopi, 1/4 Pima, 1/4 Havasupai and
1/4 Tohono O’odham (full blood).
• Shannon Shaw Duty is 5/8 Osage and 3/16 Cherokee.
See DNA
—Continued on Page 6

The Fifth Osage Nation
Congress is exploring improvements to the Chambers
Building it shares with the
Osage Minerals Council for
meeting and office space. They
approved a $112,000 appropriation bill for the improvement
needs.
During the Tzi-Zho Session,
the Congress voted 9-2 with
one absence to approve bill
ONCA 16-125 sponsored by
Second Congressional Speaker
Otto Hamilton, which appropriated the $112,000 in tribal
funds. Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear also signed
the bill after its passage.
According to the bill, the
money will be used “to carry
out the purpose of making improvements to the Legislative
Branch and Minerals Council administration building
including new carpet, audio
and visual equipment, a new
server, new heating, ventilation and air conditioning unit
and kitchen remodels for both
the Legislative Branch and the
Minerals Council.”
Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards, a bill co-sponsor,
said the Chambers building is
in need of overhauling repairs
as equipment and other building features have required
replacing over the years, including worn carpeting and
HVAC repairs, as well as the

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Osage Nation Congressional offices and the Osage Minerals Council
offices.

need for new AV equipment to
record public meetings held in
the Chambers.
In the past, the Congress
approved capital improvement
bills with money for campus
improvement needs, but Edwards believed Hamilton (absent that day) thought it was
best the Congress know what
goes on with the improvement
plans and the money should be
appropriated to the Legislative
Branch instead.
Congressman William “Kugee” Supernaw voted against
the bill and believed the Tribal
Development and Land Acquisition Department should
oversee the repairs and he also
did not believe the bill was
necessary at the moment.
Voting “yes” for the bill were

Congress members Edwards,
John Maker, Archie Mason,
James Norris, Speaker Angela
Pratt, Ron Shaw, Joe Tillman,
RJ Walker and Maria Whitehorn. “No” votes came from
Supernaw and Alice Buffalohead.
In a related development,
Hamilton, who chairs the Congressional Affairs Committee
called an emergency meeting
on Oct. 18 after the Chambers
building HVAC unit quit working. The committee (Edwards,
Maker, Tillman and Walker)
voted unanimously to authorize Hamilton to sign a requisition for a new HVAC unit,
which will then be subject to
a competitive bidding process
for a yet-to-be determined cost.

Osage Congress passes new burn permit law
Benny Polacca
Osage Nation
The Osage Nation is prohibiting burns on its jurisdictional property without a burn
permit after the Fifth Osage
Nation Congress voted to
amend its criminal law, which
includes penalties for those
who violate the law.
During the Tzi-Zho Session,
the Congress unanimously
approved a bill (ONCA 16-78
sponsored by Congressional
Speaker Angela Pratt) that
creates a new “Unlawful Burning Without a Permit” section
in the Crimes Against Property code. Violators under this
new law are people who burn
debris/ trash without a permit
and those who burn on no-burn
days due to unfavorable and
hazardous weather conditions.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear signed the bill
into law on Sept. 29, two days
after the 12-0 Congressional
vote.
According to the new law:
“No person shall knowingly
set or allow domestic debris
burning unless he or she has
a valid permit from the Osage
Nation … Burning conducted
pursuant to each permit must
comply with all conditions
specified on the permit.” The
law states the Nation’s Wildland Fire Department shall
prepare the burn permit forms
and the permits are subject to
guidelines and rules/ regulations of the Wildland Fire Department.
Pratt said the new burn permit law applies to lands where
the Nation has jurisdiction.
She also said she sponsored
the bill after meeting with the
Wildland Fire Department,
which is part of the ON Emergency Management Office and
said the department prepared
policies for the new ban permit
law.
“I think this will be a good
thing for the Wildland Fire
program as they try to coordinate better, especially during
fire season, with landowners
and not having so many false
alarms,” Pratt said.
According to the new law regarding burn permits:

• Each burn permit applicant shall provide
information required
by the Wildland Fire
Department for fire
protection purposes.
• Fires solely for cultural or
ceremonial purposes do
not require a burn permit.
• Unlawful burning without
a permit shall be punishable by jail imprisonment
for a term up to three
months; or a civil penalty
of up to $1,000 for the first
offense and up to $3,000
for each subsequent offense or both. Further,
any violation of this section shall be subject to
damages in an amount
equal to and not exceeding the cost of reimbursing all fire responders.

According to the law regarding no-burn days (typically issued during emergency
drought conditions):
• It’s unlawful for a person
to set fire to any forest,
grass, range, crop or other
wildlands, or to build a
campfire or bonfire, or to
burn trash or other materials that may cause a
forest/ grass/ wildland fire
in areas where the Nation
has jurisdiction when a
Wildland Fire Department
proclamation has been issued prohibiting burning.
• Any no-burn proclamations issued by the
Wildland Fire Department shall be effective
immediately and must
See Fire
—Continued on Page 15

Error in Osage
Constitution reprint
prompts second
reprint scheduled
for early next year
Osage News
A reprinting of the Osage
Constitution inadvertently left
off the last page, which is Article XXIV, the Certificate of
Adoption.
The Osage Constitution
was reprinted this year by the
ON Attorney General’s Office to update the document
to include recent amendments
made by the Osage electorate.
Per a press release from the
AG’s office, the omission of the
last page does not affect the
substance of the Constitution,
but it is an error that needs to
be corrected.
The last page of the document includes the Osage
Nation Constitutional Referendum Election Results from
March 11, 2006, as well as the
signatures of the 31st Osage
Tribal Council and Principal
Chief Jim Gray and Assistant
Principal Chief Kenneth H.
Bighorse.

“The Office of the Attorney
General accepts responsibility for this inaccuracy and
extends apologies for any inconvenience or confusion it
may cause, and most importantly apologizes to those persons whose names appear in
such an important and historic
document and which were inadvertently left out in the reprint,” per the release. “The
Office of the Attorney General
will reprint a corrected copy after the special election in early
2017. We will issue another release alerting the public when
the reprint is available and
where to get a copy.”

6 December 2016

DNA

Osage News • osagenews.org

Madden’s results came back
first. They were in percentages
accompanied with a map of the
countries from which the percentages were located.

scent and both of my grandmothers were full or near full
blood Natives. I was shocked
at the African markers but after research and learning that
Africa was a port of trade for
Europe during the 1700s, it
made more sense to me. I am
glad I participated in the project.”
Toehay-Tartsah was the
next to receive her results.

• America, Native American:
36 percent

• America, Native American:
63 percent

–from Page 5
• Chalene Toehay-Tartsah is
1/4 Kiowa, 1/4 Comanche
and 1/8 Osage.

Results

• Asia, Asia Central,
Asia East, and Asia
South: 11 percent
• Europe, Europe West,
Ireland, Great Britain,
Scandinavia: 49 percent
• Africa, Cameroon/
Congo, Mali: 4 percent
“It was very interesting to
see the markers from the DNA
test and to see where all I came
from. I knew my results would
be similar to the outcome reported in the DNA test due
to my mother’s lengthy time
studying family history,” Madden said. “My grandfathers
were both from European de-

NEGOTIATIONS

–from Page 1
nisms to them, they can take
years. You can never be too far
ahead of it.”
The Osage Nation’s current
gaming compact was finalized
in 2005 and is nearly identical to the Cherokee Nation
and Muscogee (Creek) Nation’s gaming compacts. The
Osage, Cherokee and Creek
compete in the Tulsa gaming
market on the eastern side of
the state. All three tribes pay
a monthly amount to the state,
as well as Fair Meadows race
track in Tulsa and the Oklahoma Horse Racing Association
(OHRA).
According to the Nation’s
compact,
approximately
$40,000 per month is paid to
Fair Meadows, this is to prevent them from putting in gaming devices. Approximately
$125,000 is paid per month to
the OHRA, and approximately
$460,000 is paid per month to
the state. That is $504,000 per
year to Fair Meadows; $1.5
million per year to the OHRA
and $5.5 million to the state
per year for a total of $7.5 million, according to the compact.
There are three classes of
tribal gaming. Both Class I
(traditional/cultural
games)
and Class II (bingo) is regulated by the tribe and does not
need a state gaming compact.
Only Class III gaming, which
includes Vegas-style games
such as slot machines and table games, require a compact
negotiated with the state.
Standing Bear said once
Gov. Fallin’s office agrees to
meet with the Nation, Standing Bear and the Nation’s
gaming legal counsel will meet
with Fallin’s legal counsel to
begin negotiations.
“My proposal, as I’ve stated
to the chiefs of the Creeks,
Cherokee, and others, is that
we maintain the same percentages and formulas so we
can rely on the income we have
now,” Standing Bear said.
“But, we expand allowable
covered games in the compact

• Asia, Asia East, Asia
Central: 9 percent
• Europe, Ireland, Finland/
Northwest Russia, Scandinavia, Europe West,
Great Britain: 28 percent
“When I first got my results
back, I was really excited! I
was anxious to know what
the outcome was going to be. I
wasn’t expecting to be 63 percent Native American. It was
very shocking!” she said. “My
dad used to joke around with
me and tell me that my relatives were from other countries. Thought it was funny
when I noticed that I was 9
percent and 28 percent some-

to anything that the courts or
the lawyers, governor, or us, or
whoever needs to say, are legal
games ... including roulette,
and other casino-type games.
So, that would benefit Oklahoma, it would benefit us, because we get more play and we
can attract more out of state
people.”
He said other tribal leaders
from the Choctaw, Chickasaw,
Cherokee and Absentee Shawnee, have expressed they want
the gaming compacts to roll
over and stay the same, but
according to the Nation’s lobbyist, Fair Meadows and the
OHRA are most likely going
to ask for higher percentages
from the tribes in 2020.
“So that means you have
all the state senators and all
the state house going to have
a say so. So, if you go on the
same path as last time, I don’t
want to do that. Right now, as
the law sits today, we can go
ahead and negotiate with the
governor without going back to
the legislature, and we have to
get it to (DOI) and decide what
they’ll do,” Standing Bear
said. “If you wait two years
to do this, you’re up against
the wall. If you’re a smaller or
mid-size tribe, we’re liable to
fall into the same trap as last
time, which is what does Cherokee, Chickasaw and Choctaw
want.”
According to the IGRA and
Oklahoma statute, once a tribe
and state come to an agreement on a gaming compact it
must be sent to the Secretary
of the Department of Interior
for approval, then it must be
approved by the governing
body of the tribe, which would
be the Osage Nation Congress
in the Nation’s case. Then, the
Oklahoma state legislature
and state senate must approve
it before its finalized and made
into law.
Standing Bear said he will
be seeking the advice from the
Nation’s Gaming Enterprise
Board, the Osage Casinos
CEO, and the Nation’s gaming legal counsel, but the nego-

thing else. You can imagine
what his face looked like when
I told him my results.”
Shaw Duty’s results came
back next
• America, Native American:
69 percent
• Asia, Asia Central,
Asia East: 10 percent
• Europe, Europe West,
Ireland, Scandinavia,
Finland/Northwest
Russia: 21 percent
“I wasn’t surprised about
the Irish because my greatgrandfather was Irish, and I
guess I wasn’t surprised about
the Asian either because of the
Bering Strait Theory. But, I
was surprised about the Scandinavian and Russian,” she
said. “Overall, I am glad I took
the test. I connected with my
great-grandfather’s
family
(Irish) and learned more about
his side since there was DNA
research on his family already
completed by users on Ancestry.com. I could trace his ancestors to the early 1800s. It’s
interesting to know that some
of your ancestors came from
different parts of the country
and world, especially if you

During the Dec. 2 special
session, the Fifth Osage Nation Congress voted unanimously to approve a resolution
revising the 2017 fiscal year
projected revenue.
The FY 2017 projected
revenue received its second
revision this year after the
Congress voted unanimously
to pass a resolution (ONCR

17-08 sponsored by Congressman Ron Shaw). According to
ONCR 17-08, the revised projected revenue is decreased
to $110.6 million from $111.5
million.
Shaw, currently chairman
of the Congressional Appropriations Committee, said
the revised projected revenue
amount includes the $960,000
settlement recently awarded
to the Nation as part of the Ra-

• American, Native
American: 97 percent
• Asia, Asia East: 3 percent
“I found this project interesting considering it put our
ancestry to the test, as well
as the information our family
members shared with us about
where we came from,” Polacca
said. “I had no doubts the results would mirror the family
history my parents and their
family members have told me
since I was a child. However,
the ‘3 percent Asia’ finding
was shocking one minute and
yet not so surprising the next.
The next question that pops
up in my mind is what type
of science processes, theories,
and precedents in science are

used to reach these Ancestry.com results? I raise that
thought because all four of us
were found to have a small
Asia background and yet our
families’ words say nothing
about our ancestors saying we
came from overseas. Maybe
the findings are a result of the
Ancestry.com officials taking
the Bering Strait Theory into
consideration? I don’t know
and that’s another discussion
item. But this doesn’t change
any thoughts about my Indigenous identity.”

Identity
Finding out this information in no way changed our
identities. The next day came
and went and the days after
that. We notified our families
of what we found out about
our non-Indian ethnicities and
spent time on Ancestry.com
connecting to individuals who
shared our genetic markers.
Overall, it was a good experience and we took away something personal to share with
our children and families.

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Chiefs Office

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear’s letter to Gov. Mary Fallin, requesting gaming compact negotiations.

tiations are conducted through
him.
The Nation is in good shape
with Gov. Fallin and Oklahoma’s republican legislature
and senate, Standing Bear
said. The Nation’s lobbyist has
been making strides on that
front to help with negotiations.

Congress revises 2017 projected revenue figure again
Benny Polacca
Osage News

have always identified yourself as just Native American.
Of course, there wasn’t any
revelations on my Osage side
from Ancestry.com, our Nation’s membership office has
more records and we can trace
our lineage back to our clans
and bands when we were in
Kansas – and that’s about as
far back on paper as my Osage
family goes.”
Polacca’s results came back
last.

mah Navajo Chapter, et. al. v.
Jewell case settlement.
The revised projected revenue no longer includes $30,000
in program or department
income that was deleted after appropriation committee
discussions, Shaw said. Also
removed is $1.9 million in unappropriated funds from FY
2016. This figure was removed
after the committee agreed the
See Revised
—Continued on Page 17

December 18th is the
deadline for all submissions
for the January issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!
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Osage Nation Interpretive Center officially opens for one week
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Gail Boe and Christy Red Eagle cut the ribbon to officially open the Osage
Nation Interpretive Center. Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and
Amanda Bickford, Eddy Red Eagle Jr., and David Malloy hold the ribbon
as Americorp staff stands nearby on Oct. 31.
TARA MADDEN/Osage News

A map donated by the Osage
Nation Historic Preservation
Office lines the wall and tshirts are available for visitors.
The Osage Casinos is also offering $10 free play per visitor.
Meat pies are also for sale at
the center.

The Osage Nation Interpretive Center officially opened its
doors on Oct. 31 with a prayer,
ribbon cutting ceremony and
community members present.
The center, located on the
corner of Lynn and Main Street
in Pawhuska, is aimed at
teaching visitors about Osage
history and culture before
guiding visitors to the Osage
Nation, Bird Creek Farms and
the upcoming ECO Park.
“The Osage Nation Interpretive Center’s function is to
promote the cultural center,
the museum, language department, as well as the other departments within the tribe,
but mainly the cultural. This
is our first phase, the second
phase is an art studio and the
third phase will be a facility to
build things,” said Gail Boe,
Communities of Excellence
(COE) director. “This is in re-

lation to Bird Creek Farms
and ECO Park, which is right
across the street.”
She said the center, which
is an old pawn shop the tribe
purchased under the Red Eagle administration, was filled
to the brim with junk when
they first decided to convert
it into an interpretive center.
The COE’s National Civilian
Community Corp arrived last
fall and cleaned the building
out, painted it, and when another team came in the spring,
they laid new carpet and redid
the bathroom. The cost of the
renovations was approximately $15,000 of their Americorp
funds and that’s not counting the labor, said Boe, which
would have cost about $50,000
if their Americorp workers had
not have done all the work
themselves, she said.
The center will only remain
open for one week because

they currently lack the funding to install a handicapped
restroom in the building. Until
they find the funding the center will have to remain closed,
but she hopes that won’t be for
long. They did acquire a handicapped accessible portable toilet for the week they are open.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear said they wanted to use the word “Interpretive” because the Osage is
interpreting their culture to
others and they did not want
to call it tourism. “This isn’t
1880, it’s 2016,” he said. He
said the center sits at the gateway into Pawhuska from the
east and it will be used to direct visitors to the Nation.
Boe said she hopes the
center can be duplicated in
See Center
—Continued on Page 13

Congress passes bill for
Sovereignty Day and amends
Retained Revenue Fund
Osage News
Two bills passed by the Fifth Osage Nation Congress authorize $4,000 for the 2017 Osage Sovereignty Day events and
amends a prior Osage law establishing a retained revenue fund.
During the Dec. 1 special session, the Congress unanimously
passed ONCA 17-06 (sponsored by Congressman Ron Shaw),
which amends the Osage law (ONCA 16-107) that created a retained revenue fund as an effort to save unspent tribal revenue
money remaining from the prior fiscal year.
ONCA 17-06 states the initial deposit into the retained revenue fund shall be the unobligated tribal funds from FY 2015.
The bill also states “upon completion of an annual audit, the
Treasurer shall report the total amount of unobligated funds
within 14 days to the (Congress) and the Principal Chief.”
To access money in the retained revenue fund, “the (Congress)
See Fund
—Continued on Page 12
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Congress declines
adding four
special election
questions to the
ballot in March
Benny Polacca
Osage News
An effort to add more questions to the Osage Nation’s
March 2017 special election
ballot special session failed
when the Fifth Osage Nation
Congress declined to add four
questions to the Nov. 28 special session proclamation of
items to consider.
Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead filed and sponsored
the resolutions, which sought
to add the four proposed ballot
questions asking Osage voters
to amend four sections of the
Osage Constitution.
The Nation is holding a
March 20 special election with
two questions on the ballot.
The election is asking Osage
voters whether the definition of marriage in Osage law
should
include
same-sex
couples (sponsored by Buffalohead) and a proposed constitutional amendment regarding
the legislature (Congress) and
its duties of the annual budget
(sponsored by Congresswoman
Maria Whitehorn).
The third special session
proclamation did not originally list the four resolutions
sponsored by Buffalohead.
She motioned for her Congressional colleagues to vote on
adding the resolutions to the
proclamation. The vote failed
after debate on the question.
The four questions sought to
ask Osage voters whether the
constitution should be amended to make it easier for Osages
to petition for initiatives or
referendums, to do recall petitions, to petition for Constitutional amendments and to
lower the number of Congressional votes to propose constitutional amendments.
Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards asked if these same
questions were voted on before and Buffalohead said yes.
During the 2014 election, six
constitutional
amendments
appeared on the ballot. Osage
voters approved three of the
questions, but questions asking to lower the number of
voter signatures to file petitions/ referendums and to recall elected/ appointed officials
failed to garner 65 percent of
the “yes” vote.
Edwards said she was not in
favor of adding the questions,
noting the Constitution is “a
framework from which we are
supposed to pass our laws …
If we want to wholesale start
changing our Constitution,
then we need to have a constitutional convention.”
“We’re spending $40,000 of
the people’s money to hold a
special election, they might as
well get a few more questions
on there instead of just two,”
Buffalohead said.
Whitehorn also said she did
not support adding more questions to the ballot, adding “I
feel like when you throw five
ballot questions out there to
the people it gets a little bit
overwhelming.”
Buffalohead countered: “I
think the Osage people are intelligent enough to have more
than two questions on the ballot and know what’s going on
… It’s still a cause that multiple groups of Osage people
would like to see a change on
our Constitution, so it’s our job
to get out there and promote
and let the voters know everything on the ballot and what
changes it makes – and not
just the ones that we support.”
Congressman John Maker
agreed with Buffalohead, noting times have changed, “we
have new tribal members …
See QUESTIONS
—Continued on Page 12
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ON Museum featuring mobile museum
for Native American Heritage month
In honor of Native American Heritage Month, the
Osage Nation Museum is
presenting its mobile museum throughout November by traveling to several
Osage County schools to engage and educate students.
This is the second consecutive year the museum is
hosting the traveling museum exhibit featuring several museum collection items
which will be displayed in
the ON Child Care Resource
on Wheels van.
In a news release, the
ON Museum said it worked
with the ON Education Department school advocates
to set up a schedule to travel
to each Osage County school
“to offer a glimpse of what
our museum has to offer to
students in grades K-12.”
Hallie Winter, ON Museum curator, said in the
release: “Education of the
public about Osage history
and culture is very important to us here at the ONM.
What better place to start
than with the youth in
our community. By traveling to the (county) schools,
the ONM is able to reach a
large audience of children in
grades K-12. It is our hope
that they will learn about
the Osage Nation during
their visit to the Mobile
Museum and in doing so
will tell their parents about
it and we will begin to see
more families come into
the ONM in Pawhuska. We
have chosen Native American Heritage month to accompany the curriculum
and other Native American
Heritage events that the
schools may have planned.
This is an important month
for Native culture and we
are proud to do our part.”
The ON Museum can be
reached at (918) 287-5441
or email museum@osagenation-nsn.gov and is online at
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
museum.

All photos by Tara Madden

TOP: A wall of Osage Language Orthography is displayed in the Mobile Museum.
MIDDLE: A drawing and other
items are displayed in the Mobile Museum that toured Osage
County through the month of November as part of Native American
Heritage Month.
BOTTOM: A collection of arrow
heads is displayed in the Mobile
Museum that toured Osage County through the month of November as part of Native American
Heritage Month.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Carole Hutchens being sworn in by Judge Marvin Stepson at the Osage
Tribal Court House. Hutchens was selected to be on the Traditional Cultural Advisors Committee on Oct. 6.

Nicki Lorenzo being sworn in by Judge Marvin Stepson at the Osage Tribal Court House. Lorenzo was selected to be on the Home Health Board
on Oct. 6.
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arilyn Oberly
Dailey
was
born on Dec.
16, 1932 to
Amos
and
Martha Oberly Hopper. She
is the granddaughter of John
Oberly and Sarah Petsemoie
Oberly. She had nine siblings.
She was married to the late
Louis Dailey Sr. for 50 years.
They had three sons, Scott Lohah, the late Louis Dailey Jr.
and the late Gunther Dailey.
They have nine grandchildren
and 11 great-grandchildren.
She attended school north of
Hominy at Mounds Valley
where she enjoyed playing
tennis and basketball. She attended college classes at Oklahoma College for Women in
Chickasha, Okla., and Northeastern Oklahoma A&M in Miami, Okla. Dailey retired after
working 20 years at Munsingwear Garment Factory where
she was a supervisor.
Osage News: What are
some of the most important
lessons you have learned in
your life?
Marilyn Dailey: To appreciate what you have. I am
just so thankful for all the
blessings I have been given
throughout my lifetime.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News.

Marliyn Dailey in her home in Hominy, Okla.
Courtesy Photo

Marliyn Dailey posing in buckskin dress at age 17.

Osage
Elders

ON: What would you say
are the major values or principles that you live by?
MD: Be kind to others and
love one another and to be
truthful.
ON: What are the differences in the In-Lon-Schka today
from when you were young?
Do you like the changes?
MD: I think it is more colorful and there is a lot more
dancers. There are a lot more
young ones interested than
we were; when I was small we
were more interested in playing. I have always appreciated
being Osage, I am so happy
that my three sons have entered the In-Lon Schka, and
three grandsons have entered
and my great-grandsons.
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TARA MADDEN / OSAGE NEWS

ON: What District do you
belong to, what is your Osage
name?
MD: Zon-Zo-Li district,
Keh-Zho-Weh,
ON: How old were you when
you first started attending the
In-Lon-Schka?
MD: I have been attending
ever since I can remember. I
have always been at the Oberly camp, which is our family
camp.
ON: What is your favorite
thing about the In-Lon-Schka
and why?
MD: Getting to see a lot of
people I don’t see very often,
and they come every year. Our
family all comes together and
we share in food and laughter.
ON: What is your favorite
Osage food?
MD: Frybread
ON: Who are your heroes?
MD: I have more than one,
I have so many I couldn’t say
them all.
ON: What was the happiest
moment of your life?
MD: Time spent with my
husband in a place called Estes Park, Colo. It was the most
beautiful place and we just
loved it. We went there quite
often. It is so beautiful. It is up
in the mountains and makes
you feel wonderful.
ON: What are you most
proud of?
MD: My family.
ON: What is your earliest
memory?
MD: Going to my grandfather’s place. He held peyote
meetings and we would go
over and stay and help get
things ready. I loved spend-

All Courtesy Photos

TOP: Marliyn Dailey’s senior picture from Mound Valley High School,
Class of 1957.
MIDDLE: Marliyn Dailey wearing a wedding coat for her brother’s wedding.
BOTTOM: Marliyn Dailey and the Mound Valley High School girls basketball team.
RIGHT: Marliyn Dailey age five or six.

ing time there. I would have
stayed weeks but my mother
would take us home.

things I loved to do. We looked
forward to handgames so we
could all be outside and play.

ON: Who or what did you
love the most?
MD: My husband. We were
married for 50 years. He was a
wonderful man.

ON: What was your favorite
decade and why?
MD: The 50’s. That was
when we were taking the trips
to Colorado and my husband
was well.

ON: What was your favorite
thing to do for fun?
MD: I loved to play basketball and tennis, those were my

ON: What world events had
the most impact on you?
MD: When President John

F. Kennedy was shot, that
broke my heart. The bombing in New York; WWII, I had
three brothers that went and
my mother just prayed and
prayed that they would come
home and they did.

ON: How would you like to
be remembered?
MD: I would like to be remembered as a nice person.
ON: What would you tell
your 20-year-old self?
MD: To be more loving, try
to be kind.
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Osages win at Indian National Finals Powwow in Las Vegas
Chalene Toehay-Tartsah
Osage News
Two Osages competed in
Las Vegas against 33 other
contestants in their category
from Oklahoma and other surrounding states at the Indian
National Finals Powwow.
On Nov. 10, dancers from all
over Indian Country attended
the two-day Indian Nationals
Finals Powwow (INFP) competition at the Cashman Center
in Las Vegas. There were nine
dance categories. Some of the
top dancers from all over the
United States and Canada attended the gathering to dance
for the top prize money and be
crowned World Champion.
Danita Goodwill and Charish Toehay, both born and
raised in Oklahoma, came
home with a win. Goodwill
took the top place and won
$5,000, a jacket, and a silver
bracelet. Toehay brought home
4th place and won $2,000.
Goodwill belongs to the
Grayhorse District, graduated
from Fairfax High School in
Fairfax, Okla., and comes from
the Mary Osage Green family.
As the names were called in
the Women’s Southern Cloth/
Buckskin category, they got
down to the final name. The
announcer spoke, “And your
final finalist for the Women’s
Southern Category (pausing for a moment) Danita
‘Dynamite’ Goodwill!” Goodwill’s family began to yell and
scream as she ran down the
steps and out to the arena.
“Dancing is what I love to
do,” she said. “It makes me feel
good when I’m in that arena.”
Toehay, who was the youngest competitor to make the
finals, also comes from the
Grayhorse District. She graduated from Anadarko High
School in Anadarko, Okla.,

Courtesy Photo/Bert Crowfoot

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Charish Toehay, Osage/Kiowa, won 4th place at the inaugural Indian National Finals Powwow in the Southern Cloth dance category. She won
$2,000.

Danita Goodwill, Osage/Sac and Fox, won first place at the inaugural Indian National Finals Powwow in Las Vegas, crowning her World Champion in the Southern Cloth dance category. She won $5,000, a leather
jacket and sterling silver bracelet.

and also comes from the Mary
Osage Green Family.
“My heart was pounding
really hard when it was time
to announce the finals in our
category,” she said. “I’m still
young and a lot of the ladies
that made the finals, I have always looked up to them. I love
dancing! I was able to dance
with all of the women that I’ve
known my whole life and it
was awesome.”
INFP not only had some of
the top dancers at their cel-

Jodie Revard showed off her purchases from the Craft
Extravaganza at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center on
Dec. 3. Local artisans and business owners sold their
wares to the community at the annual event.

Stella McKinley holds her meatpie
her grandmother Paula Martinez
bought her at the Craft Extravaganza on Dec. 3.

a good attitude about it. She
said some of the dancers who
weren’t able to make the top 9
in the finals became emotional, something that’s not usually seen.
The crowd was left in suspense when the time came to
announce the winners. All the
finalists were taken behind a
black curtain where they waited to be called out. With the
anticipation growing, families
sat and waited for their loved
ones names to be announced at

the end of the powwow. When

Osage shirts, necklaces, earrings and yarnwork necklaces were sold at the Craft Extravaganza on Dec. 3.

Children had their faces painted
at the Christmas celebration at the
Wakon Iron Hall on Dec. 3.

ebration but the atmosphere
was intense. Each dancer was
excited to be there and to represent their tribe.
When it came time for the
finals a lot of emotions were
brought out of some of the
dancers. Toehay said as a competitor, dancing and enjoying
yourself is part of it and there
is hope to make the winners
circle but if the odds are not
in your favor that weekend
then it’s time to move on to
the next one, and always have

Sonny Williams tells Santa Clause
what he wants for Christmas on
Dec. 3 at the Christmas celebration at Wakon Iron Hall.

Wah-Zha-Zhi bracelets in the Osage orthography were being sold as a
fundraiser for the Osage Ballet at the Craft Extravaganza on Dec. 3.

After visiting with Santa Clause,
children went to the Christmas List
table and wrote their Christmas
lists.

the winners walked out, when
their names were called, the
crowd roared with applause.
Throughout

social

media

INFP was referred to as “Epic.”
Competitors talked about it for
several weeks on social media.
A lot of attendees said they
would return to the INFP next
year. In hopes that it would be
bigger and better.

Paintings by Osage elder and WWII
U.S. Army Veteran Romain Shackelford were sold at the Craft Extravaganza on Dec. 3.

Holiday Festivities

All photos by SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Signs point to the direction of the fun and Children dressed up as the Grinch or a Who Children had their faces painted at the Christ- Art works by Joe Don Brave were sold at the
games at the Christmas celebration at the from Whoville for the Christmas celebration mas celebration at the Wakon Iron Hall on Craft Extravaganza on Dec. 3. Local artisans
Wakon Iron Hall on Dec. 3.
at the Wakon Iron Hall on Dec. 3.
Dec. 3.
and business owners sold their wares to the
community at the annual event.
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A graphic of what the new Tulsa Casino Hotel will appear to be when the
construction is complete.

Groundbreaking

–from Page 1

tel will have 126 rooms with
six suites, as well as a fitness
center, pool, 10,000 squarefoot ballroom, three conference
rooms and 25,000 square foot
event space for multi-purposes, Bighorse said.
The current Tulsa casino
employs 285 people, which will
grow with 150 additional employees when the casino and
hotel is completed.
Bighorse said he’s “thrilled
to focus our efforts on continued improvement on our
largest facility and flagship location in Tulsa. The creation of
jobs will aid in economic development and expand tourism in
our region helping us meet the
mission of the Osage Nation.”
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear applauded the
gaming officials present for
the ceremony for overcoming
the many challenges faced in
putting together plans for the
expansion project.
Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt said “this has been
a long time coming, I’ve been

Uosc

Courtesy Photo

A aerial diagram of Phase One of the new Osage Casinos-Tulsa.

the same mistake other tribes
have made and get ourselves
so in debt that it could affect
our other (tribal) programs, so
we’re taking a very conservative approach,” he said.
“Now we’re in competition
in Tulsa with the (Muscogee) Creek and Cherokee (nations),” Standing Bear said.
“So what our gaming folks
have done with all their market studies is find out what
can we support realistically
and let’s not overbuild because
the whole goal here is to make
profit.”
According to the Nation’s
2015
Gaming
Enterprise
Board annual report, the Tulsa casino made 41.8 percent
in net gaming revenue during
the 2015 fiscal year, making
it the most profitable casino
out of the seven Osage Casino

properties. Coming in second
is Sand Springs at 18.1 percent with the remaining order:
Ponca City (13.4 percent), Skiatook (11 percent), Bartlesville
(10.5 percent), Hominy (2.8
percent) and Pawhuska (2.4
percent).
The companies involved
with the Tulsa expansion project are:
• Marnell Architecture:
This Las Vegas-based
firm designed the Tulsa
expansion project and also
designed the Skiatook
and Ponca City casino and
hotel properties which both
opened in December 2013.
The company’s portfolio
includes projects at Caesar’s Palace and designing
the Bellagio in Las Vegas.
Marnell also designed the

may not be familiar with its
significance and components.

–from Page 3

updates on the Nation’s government tasks, which includes ongoing efforts to place
the Nation’s recently-purchased Bluestem Ranch into
trust status.
The Nation is proceeding
with gaining its former reservation back through land
purchases, with this year’s
historic 43,000-acre Bluestem
Ranch purchase as an example, Standing Bear said. The
next step is for the Nation to
work with federal agencies in
Washington D.C. to place the
ranch lands into federal trust
status. Standing Bear said he
expects the process to be completed by next year.
Other statistics shared by
Standing Bear touched on
the Nation’s higher education
scholarship program. According to a recent scholarship update, he said 1,068 scholarship
applications were approved
this fall semester with $3.9
million paid to fund those approved scholarships.
Congressional Speaker Angela Pratt encouraged the
attendees to become more involved and engaged with the
Osage government, which
includes making sure mailing addresses are updated
with the tribal government in

Fund

involved in numerous discussions, meetings over the past
28 months … this plan has
morphed over time but we’ve
now arrived at something that
the Osage Casinos and leaders
of this Nation agree on and I’m
very excited.”
Gaming Enterprise Board
Chairman Mark Simms said
“this has been a dream for
all of us, we were given a big
task and the board chose to
promote Osages to the senior
staff. With their hard work
and dedication and their alliance with the board, this was
not only done by professionalism and hard work, but with
heart because we are working
for the Osage Nation. If we
made a profit, then the Osage
Nation would be able to make
a profit by providing services
to our people and this is what
we strive for.”
Standing Bear also discussed the casino expansion
project during the Nov. 5 United Osages of Southern California fall gathering in Carlsbad.
He said the casino expansion
planning was done in phases
as a conservative approach.
“We don’t want to make

Attendee

Teddy

Myers

praised Hunters history presentation and said “I’ve been
telling my co-workers about
how we are called Osage and
where we come from. I finally
have an answer to the mostasked questions about why we
TARA MADDEN/Osage News

are called Osage. I have always

Osage Nation employees from the Social Services department set up a
booth at the UOSC meeting on Nov. 5.

wondered about that,” he said.

wide and serves 175 children
and 50 adults per year.
In addition to handing adoption and foster home services
for children, Collins said her
department also has adult protection services to investigate
elder abuse/ neglect cases.
“We’re dedicated 24-7,” Collins
said of the department, noting
the employees are on call since
reports of abuse can occur at
any time, prompting investigations.
Dr. Andrea Hunter, the Nation’s Historic Preservation
Office director, also delivered
a history presentation on the
Osage and other operations of
her office in consulting with
various entities in the Osage
ancestral territories before the
tribe’s move into present-day
Oklahoma.
Other ON officials attending
the event included Congress
members Maria Whitehorn,
Shannon Edwards and Second Congressional Speaker
Otto Hamilton who gave a
presentation about this year’s
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka dances, which included a Paying for
the Drum ceremony.
Los Angeles area resident Danielle Glenn-Rivera
said she enjoyed Hamilton’s
presentation and added she
wished there were paper handouts and contact information
for the attendees especially for
those who do not have computer access. Glenn-Rivera also
praised Collins’ presentation
on ICWA as other attendees

Bill Myers said he appreci-

Pawhuska to receive tribal information, the newspaper and
especially information on voting in future ON elections.
Pratt said “I welcome you
to contact us” and encouraged
Osages who are military veterans to get in contact with the
Nation to help provide data
because the Nation needs to
build and compile data on tribal veterans.
ON Social Services Director
Lee Collins and fellow workers also attended and set up
a booth to speak with attendees about foster and adoptive
family opportunities to give
Osage children homes and
spoke about the importance of
the Indian Child Welfare Act
(ICWA) in keeping Osage children connected to their family
and culture. Collins noted her
office serves Osages nation-

–from Page 7

shall appropriate, at its discretion, out of the (fund) for the
benefit of the Osage Nation. Appropriations out of the retained revenue fund shall require a super majority of eight
affirmative votes in favor of the appropriation.”
In separate legislation, the Congress approved ONCA
17-03 (Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead) that approrpriates $4,000 to the Executive Branch for Osage Sovereignty
Day event costs. The ON government has celebrated Osage
Sovereignty Day each March to commemorate the reformed
government and Osage constitution approved by voters in
2006.
To view filed legislation and the Congressional calendar
for scheduled sessions and committee meetings, go online to:
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/legislative-branch

Former UOSC Chairman
ates the in-person networking
between out-of-state Osages
and government officials. “I
find that no kind of media can
replace the value of a personal
appearance of our elected officials. When elected officials
and candidates come to visit, I
feel that they value me as an
Osage,” he said.
The gathering event concluded with the traditional
opportunity drawing for 50plus gift items donated by
the UOSC attendees which
included books, artworks, music CDs, cooking utensils and
kitchenware, gift cards and
clothing. The attendees purchased ticket chances for the
gift items and the winners are
determined by ticket drawings.
Clavier said the raised money
is used to offset UOSC meeting
costs not reimbursed through
the ON gathering fund.
In addition to the fall gathering, the UOSC also hosts
a gathering meeting in the
spring

and

will

announce

when the date is set. For more
information on the United
Osages of Southern California,
email Clavier at socal.osages@
gmail.com

Sandia Pueblo’s hotel,
conference center and
golf course next to the
New Mexico tribe’s casino
north of Albuquerque.
• Crossland Construction Company: This
Tulsa-based company
will be the construction
company for the Tulsa
expansion project.
• Stonebridge Group LLC:
This Tulsa-based and Native American-owned company will be the owner’s
representative which will
oversee construction of
the expansion project.

QUESTIONS

–from Page 8

this gives our people a chance
to be involved in our government and not just 12 people
trying to dictate law to 20,000
people of our tribe.”
The motion failed with “no”
votes from Edwards, Otto
Hamilton, James Norris, Ron
Shaw, William “Kugee” Supernaw, Joe Tillman and Whitehorn. “Yes” votes came from
Buffalohead, Maker, Archie
Mason, RJ Walker and Congressional Speaker Angela
Pratt.
Buffalohead’s four resolutions
• ONCR 17-03 – A resolution
for an election ballot question asking Osage voters to
amend Article XI, Section
3 of the Osage Constitution regarding a citizen petition and referendum. The
resolution makes it easier
for Osages to petition for
initiative or referendum.
• ONCR 17-04 – A resolution for an election ballot
question asking Osage
voters to amend Article XI, Section 8 of the
Constitution regarding
recalls. The resolution
makes it easier for Osages
to do a recall petition.
• ONCR 17-05 – A resolution
for an election ballot question asking Osage voters to
amend Article XX, Section 2 of the Constitution
regarding amendments to
the Osage Constitution by
petition. The resolution
makes it easier for Osages
to petition for amendments to the Constitution.
• ONCR 17-06 – A resolution
for an election ballot question asking Osage voters to
amend Article XX, Section 1 of the Constitution
regarding amendments
to the Osage Constitution
by Osage legislature vote.
The resolution lowers the
number of Congress members needed to propose
amendments to the Constitution, making it easier.
For more information on the
Congressional sessions or to
view filed legislative bills and
resolutions, go online to: www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-weare/legislative-branch.
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All photos by Tara Madden

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Alfred McKinley spoke about the Osage In-LonSchka with Pawhuska eighth graders for their Oklahoma History Class on Sept. 9 at the
Pawhuska High School.
Courtesy Photo/Jeejo Pallayi

Doyle “Tink” Patterson was inducted into the Bartlesville Sports Hall of Fame on Nov.
5 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Bartlesville.

Osage Coach honored
for his years of service to
Bartlesville Public Schools
Tara Madden
Osage News
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Alfred McKinley spoke about the Osage In-LonSchka with Pawhuska eighth graders for their Oklahoma History Class on Sept. 9 at the
Pawhuska High School.

Doyle Henry Patterson, better known as “Tink” to his family,
friends and students, was inducted
into the Bartlesville Sports Hall of
Fame on Nov. 5.
The black-tie ceremony was held
at Bartlesville’s Hilton Garden Inn.
Patterson, who graduated in
1958 from Cleveland High School,
attended Tonkawa’s Northeastern
State College where he lettered in
Football and basketball as well as
obtaining a degree in Education for
Mathematics and Physics.
He started his teaching and
coaching career at Dewey High
School in 1966, where he was an assistant coach. He became the first
Athletic Director for Bartlesville
Public Schools in 1982 and held
that position until 1996. He was
also the head football coach for the
Bartlesville Bruins from 1975-1978.
He served as the Central Junior
High principal in the late 70’s and
early 80’s. Patterson was inducted
into the Oklahoma Coaches Hall of
Fame in 2004.

“Everywhere I went as a kid
someone would always ask, ‘Are you
Tink’s son?’ It used to irritate me
because I knew I was going to hear
these stories of how they played
against him; how good he was, or
that they played for him and he
was the greatest coach to play for,
or maybe even how many times he
gave them swats in junior high,”
said his son Clint Patterson, who is
the second assistant attorney general for the Osage Nation. ”Now that
I’m older, I realize how generations
of people were affected in a positive
way by my dad. They just wanted to
share those stories with me, and it
makes me proud to answer that yes,
Tink is my dad.”
In his acceptance speech he
thanked all his colleagues and players and the parents who supported
him throughout his career. In a video presented at the Gala, his wife
Dona talked about how they took in
players for meals and how players
would come hang out at their house.
She said they all became family and
See COACH
—Continued on Page 15

Courtesy Photo/Jeejo Pallayi

Patterson poses for a photo with his family, from left: Chance Patterson, Tami Patterson, Doyle “Tink” Patterson, Dona Patterson and Clint Patterson.

Center

–from Page 7

Hominy, Fairfax, Skiatook and other
communities outside of Pawhuska.
Standing Bear said his administration has received some criticism for the
center because he did not approach the
Congress for an appropriation “because
the Congress had voted down our tourism department and the money for it,
but ... under Gail’s direction and Bruce
Cass, who went and found paint that
was unused, found material, and provided volunteer labor through Americorp and VISTA workers, it’s been
great to watch.”
The center will be open through Nov.
5. Meatpies are being sold daily and tshirts with Osage Nation Interpretive
Center are available as well as Osage
Casino $10 free play, one per visitor.
For more information about the interpretive center, call (918) 287-5555 or
visit the COE website at https://www.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and
Executive Branch employees watch rare
footage of Osages in the 1920s and 1930s at
the Osage Interpretive Center.

osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
communities-excellence
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Osage Energy

Minerals Council awarded
grant to digitize mineral
and production records
Rosemary Wood
Osage News
The Osage Minerals Council received a grant award in the amount
of $73,637 for a project to acquire
and digitize geophysical well logs,
production data and lease records
on the Osage Mineral Estate.
Jack Stevens, acting director of
the Office of Indian Energy and
Economic Development for the
Department of Interior awarded
an Energy and Mineral Development Program grant (EMDP) to
the OMC.
“The shareholders should feel
proud that they themselves (via
the council) engaged a lawyer/
grant writer, paid for service
and costs, lobbied Washington,
and was awarded this historical
grant,” said Councilwoman Stephanie Irwin.

Grant goals and objectives
The project will result “in the
first electronic inventory of well
location and lease information for
the Osage Mineral Estate” and
“establish and maintain an accessible, digital database of lease records, well logs, geophysical data,
and production data for the Osage
Mineral Estate,” according to the
grant. 		
Oil and gas producers rely on
lease records and production data
in making judgments on when and
where to invest, sometimes investing millions of dollars. Presently,
in order to obtain this information potential lessees are required
to submit a formal request under
the Freedom of Information Act to
the BIA, which can be a long and
drawn-out process. When information is made cumbersome and difficult to obtain, investors will move
on to a more business-friendly environment.
“The OMC intends to create a
complete data set in a standard
format that interfaces with a wide
range of petroleum software programs, which will assist the OMC
in monitoring lease activity and
identify open acreage and leases
soon to expire,” according to the
grant. For example, “the creation
of up-to-date lease ownership
maps … will attract investors and
production companies by expediting queries and mapping of well
and production data.”
The BIA’s lease and well records
for the mineral estate are not digitized and there is no up-to-date
central leasing record.
The public and the BIA must
review paper leases and drill records to identify the location of
leases and wells and which ones
are in production. An online, updated, electronic lease file system
will help locate lands available for
leasing concession agreements, according to the grant.
Existing electronic data will be

Rosemary Wood

gathered and utilized by the OMC
in building the database.
“The Osage Nation Department
of Environmental and Natural Resources (ENR) uploaded approximately 10,000 well records dating
from 1912 to 1980, and will represent a great starting point,” according to the grant.
Many producers have expressed
their willingness to provide the
OMC with information to aid in the
digitization project.
The mineral estate has a long
and significant production history
and with the development of the database the OMC will be able to use
existing production data to predict
future production and ultimate recovery for any well or field proposed
in Osage County, according to the
grant. “This would generate an immediate benefit to the OMC and
the Headright owners by creating
an advantage in negotiating lease
terms, including bonuses and royalty rates,” according to the grant.
The project will eventually aid
in identifying prospective areas for
field development by the OMC.
Osage Minerals Councilmember
Galen Crum said this project has
“the potential of being one of the
most important accomplishments
of the Osage Mineral Council. The
largest historical repository of production data is here, in the Osage.
But it’s all on paper. Digitalizing
the information allows us to get
information out to many more producers, and see what they may be
interested in. I see nothing to hold
us back, to bring in new companies.”
Councilman Talee Red Corn sees
the grant project as a “great opportunity and the first steps toward
digitized solutions to prospecting
for oil and gas.”
–––––––––
About the author: Rosemary
Wood is a former two-time Osage Tribal Councilwoman and graduated from
St. John Hospital School of Nursing in
1963, the University of Oklahoma in
1965, and from Rutgers University in
1971 with a Master of Science in Psychiatric Nursing.

Employment program
for Elders available
Press Release
Grand Gateway Economic Development Association’s Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP) is now enrolling eligible persons in Osage
County. SCSEP is a paid training program for individuals 55 and older who are
economically disadvantaged, long term unemployed, and wanting to re-enter the
workforce.
Eligible persons are assigned to local public and non-profit organizations 20 to
25 hours per week and are paid a training wage of $7.25 per hour while preparing for and seeking permanent employment. The goal of this program is to help
those 55 and older get back into the workforce by updating skills and providing
services that will assist in their job search, while providing an income to help
sustain them during their search.
These positions are funded by Title V of the Older Americans Act and are subject to eligibility restrictions. Grand Gateway is an equal opportunity employer/
program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request.
For more information about the program and eligibility requirements, contact
Grand Gateway staff Karen Geiger at (918) 783-5793, ext. 231.

SPECIAL ELECTION
March 20, 2017
u

Check your calendars to see if you will be able to vote in person or
need to submit an Absentee Ballot Request form.

u

Permanent Absentee Voters do NOT have to submit new forms.

u

Please call the Election Office to verify if you are a Permanent
Absentee Voter.

u

Make sure your Mailing Address and Absentee Ballot Mailing
Address are current with our office.

u

Please submit a new form if you did not mark the Permanent
Absentee Voter option on the form that you submitted for the
2016 election year.

u

Make sure you submit a clear copy of your government issued
photo ID.
EXAMPLES: Driver’s License, Passport, Military ID, Tribal Photo ID, etc.

OSAGE NATION ELECTION OFFICE
Toll Free: (877) 560-5286 u Phone: (918) 287-5286 u Fax: (918) 287-5292
E-mail: electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov
Physical Address: 608 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 928, Pawhuska, OK 74056
Website: osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections
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Congratulations!
Ashtyn Nguyen has been
cast in the independent film,
“Lord Finn.” Ashtyn is a student of Acts Acting Academy,
and her instructor is Michelle
DeLong. She is signed with
Magna Talent agency in Oklahoma City and Zuri model and
talent in New York City. She
can also be seen in TV commercials for Mathis Brothers
Furniture and the national OK
Tourism campaign.

Congratulations!
Kennedy Walls was named
to the Oklahoma All State Volleyball Team. The games will
be held in Tulsa in July 2017.
Kennedy is a senior at Union
City High School. She is a
three-sport athlete who has
started as a spiker for three
years on the volleyball team,
started four years for the basketball team and started three
years for the softball team. In
addition to athletics, Kennedy
is on the superintendent’s honor roll. She is also the news anchor and production editor for
the school’s UCTV, the weekly
newscast that has gained local
and regional recognition for
its innovation and creativity.
She is the daughter of Christie
and Durk Sepulvado and the
granddaughter of Ed and Connie Feddersen.

COACH
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some of those players still visit
the Patterson home today.
Patterson is the son of
Lily Peace-Patterson and the
grandson of Henry Peace, an
Osage Original Allottee. He is
married to Dona Bruno Patterson, and together they have

Ashtyn Nguyen

Courtesy Photo

Cory Tillman and the Stillwater High School Band will be marching in the
New Years Day parade in Paris France in 2017.

ON Museum hosting holiday
ornament workshop
throughout December

Kennedy Walls

Benny Polacca
Osage News

two sons, Chance and Clint
Patterson.

recognize players and coaches

Bartlesville Athletic
Hall of Fame

educations, personal enrich-

The Bartlesville Sports Hall
of Fame honors those who have
left a lasting contribution to
athletics and athletic endeavors in the Bartlesville area, according to their website. They

who value athletics, quality
ment, family values, community and professional success.
For more information on
the Bartlesville Sports Hall of
Fame visit www.bartlesvillesports.com/hall-of-fame

Save the Date!

–Local Events Calendar

DECEMBER

Ponca City

December 7
15th Annual Osage Oil
and Gas Summit
Skiatook Osage Casino and Hotel
5591 W. Rogers Blvd.
Skiatook, Oklahoma

December 14
Osage Nation Health
Authority Board
Health Care Meeting
6 p.m.
Osage Casino
Skiatook

December 8
Tobacco Cessation Classes
First Session
Each 8 week class is
open to the public
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Osage Law Building Rm 121
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
For more information
contact (918) 287-5482

December 15
Osage Nation Health
Authority Board
Health Care Meeting
6 p.m.
Grayhorse Chapel

December 8
Osage Nation Health
Authority Board
Health Care Meeting
6 p.m.
Bartlesville Public Library
Meeting Room A
December 10
Osage Nation
Museum Presents
A Holiday Ornament
Craft Workshop
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
819 Grandview Ave.
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
Free and open
to the public
For more information
contact (918) 287-5441
December 12
Osage Nation Health
Authority Board
Health Care Meeting
6 p.m.
Osage Casino

December 16
Osage Nation Historic
Preservation Office
Osage Book Club
War Ceremony and
Peace Ceremony of
the Osage Indians
By Francis La Flesche
12 p.m.
100 W. Main, Suite 211
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
For more information
contact (918) 287-5328
December 16
Osage Nation
Museum Presents
Holiday Tree Lighting
5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
819 Grandview Ave.
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
Photo with Santa
For more information
contact (918) 287-5441
December 21
Osage Nation
Education Department
ACT Prep
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
102 Buffalo Avenue
Hominy, Oklahoma

For more information
contact (918) 287-5300
December 23-26
Observed Holiday
Christmas Holiday
Offices Closed
December 30
New Year’s Eve
Offices Close at Noon
December 31
16th Annual New Year’s
Eve Sobriety Powwow
Bacone College
2412 East Shawnee Rd.
Muskogee, Oklahoma
Contest Powwow
For more information
contact (918) 639-7999

JANUARY
January 6
Tobacco Cessation Classes
Second Session

Each 8 week class is
open to the public
9 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Osage Law Building Rm 121
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
For more information
contact (918) 287-5482

Have an event? Send event
information to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619
Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
email sshaw@osagenews.org,
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make
sure to include event date, location, email and Web address (if
applicable) and a phone number
where someone can be contacted for validation if necessary.
Deadline for the January 2017
issue is December 18, 2016.

The Osage Nation Museum
is hosting its inaugural Creative Community Holiday
Ornament Craft Workshop
throughout December, which
engages museum attendees to
make their own Osage culturethemed Christmas ornaments.
In a statement, the museum
said the ornament workshop
is at the Imagination Station,
where materials are available
for attendees to make a holiday ornament. The Imagination Station is an engaging,
interactive area in the museum’s exhibit gallery that is
geared towards youth, but visitors of all ages are welcome to
participate.
The ornament craft workshop activities are being funded
by the Osage Nation Foundation, which includes two special events open to the public
at the museum on the government campus in Pawhuska.
The museum said this activity involves making a simple
paper cutout ornament with
Osage designs. “By using
Osage themes and motifs this
will help visitors learn about
Osage culture while connecting
with the Museum’s collection.
Visitors can either take their
ornament home or leave it with
museum staff for inclusion on
the ONM’s Holiday Tree,” according to the museum.
The following two events
will be held featuring the ornament workshop:
On Saturday Dec. 10, the
museum is also hosting a
pop-in event (no registration
required) from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. for people of all ages. The
ONM will be collaborating
with Osage Artists, the WahZha-Zhi Cultural Center and
the ON Education STEAM department to produce unique,

Fire

thoughtful and educational
ornaments. There will be four
craft stations set up with an
Osage artist and teaching assistants to help visitors create
holiday ornaments.
On Friday Dec. 16 from 5
to 7 p.m. the ONM will host
its inaugural Creative Community Holiday Tree Lighting.
Visitors will be able to come
and see the museum’s holiday
tree decorated with the ornaments produced throughout
the month of December. Santa
will also be at the museum for
photos with attendees.
ON Foundation Executive
Director Bill Webb said the
Foundation granted $4,327
to the museum, recognizing
the ornament workshop as a
stand-alone collaborative project approved by the Foundation board. The money is to be
used for all the materials needed for the event, plus money to
promote the event and provide
snacks, etc. at the event, he
said.
Hallie Winter, ONM curator said: “The staff at the ONM
would like to thank the Osage
Nation Foundation Board for
approving our grant application to create the first annual
Creative Community Holiday
Ornament Craft Workshop.
This workshop will engage and
enhance relations with our local community while providing
a fun filled, ONM collections
related activity.”
Admission to the ONM is
free and the museum can be
reached at (918) 287-5441 or
email museum@osagenationnsn.gov and its website is at
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
museum.
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be publicly posted through outlets including the ON
government website and local news media outlets.
• Unlawful burning on no-burn days shall be punishable
by a jail term of up to six months; a civil penalty of up to
$1,000 for the first offense and up to $3,000 for each subsequent offense or both. Also, any violation of this section
shall be subject to damages in an amount equal to and not
exceeding the cost of reimbursing all fire responders.
For more information on burn permits or the Wildland Fire
Department and Emergency Management Office, contact the office at (918) 287-5225 or visit its website at www.osagenationnsn.gov/what-we-do/emergency-management.
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Douglas “Doug” Cowan

Douglas “Doug” Cowan
Douglas “Doug” Cowan, 61
years, of Hominy, Oklahoma
passed away at 4:24 AM on
Sunday, November 6, 2016 at
St John Medical Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma, after losing his
courageous battle with cancer.
He was surrounded by those
he held dear to his heart at the
time of his passing.
Douglas was born on October
6, 1955 in Hominy to Frances
Kilpatrick and the late Wilbert

Gene Cowan. A member of the
Deer Clan, his given Osage
name is Wa-to-a-nah-she. He
enjoyed playing football at
Hominy High School where he
graduated in 1973. After high
school, Doug attended Oklahoma State University and he
remained a lifelong fan and
supporter of the OSU Cowboys
and enjoyed attending football
games to cheer them on.
Strong work ethics is an area
that Doug excelled in greatly.
In his early years he worked
long days harvesting wheat.
After leaving OSU, he began
his career in the oilfield with
Curt Brown Drilling and then
went on to work for Dowell. He
became a member of the Pipeliners Union #798 and worked
on the pipeline before taking a
position with Basic Energy. In
2013, Doug started Tomahawk
Acid Services in Hominy. He
was very knowledgeable in the
oil and gas industry and the
services he provided to his clients.
In addition to farming and
ranching, Doug enjoyed riding

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: To
Apply please for a position with
the Osage Nation go to https://
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/opportunities/job-listings/application-form. You are welcome
to attach a resume and/or cover
letter in addition. Please note
that all applicants tentatively
selected for employment with the
Osage Nation will be required to
submit to a urinalysis to screen
for illegal drug use. Employment
will be contingent upon said drug
test results. OSAGE / VETERAN /INDIAN PREFERENCE IS
CONSIDERED. Verification of
preference must be included with
application. For questions please
contact Taryn Crawford, Osage
Nation Employee Recruitment
Specialist, at (918) 287-5445 or
email
tcrawford@osagenationnsn.gov.
Financial Assistance Director – Pawhuska Finance Assistance. Bachelors’ degree in
the Business field, Public Administration or Social is preferred.
Associates degree in related field
required. At least three years’
experience in related field. Must
have at least one year experience
in a supervisory capacity. Must
have a basic understanding of
public administration, principles
of management, fiscal management, statistical knowledge and
research techniques. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $64,500 $89,600
Licensed Alcohol and Drug
Counselor – Pawhuska Counseling Center. Master’s Degree
in Counseling, Psychology or
Sociology required; PhD preferred. Licensed Professional
Counselor (LPC) required. Licensed Alcohol Drug Counselor
(LADC) required. At least two (2)
years of experience with Alcohol
and Drug, Anger Management,
MRT, CBT, Crisis Intervention,
Anxiety, Depression and Family
Therapy. Regular Full Time. Salary: $20.74/hr.
Tribal Historic Preservation
Intern – Pawhuska Historic
Preservation Office. Currently
enrolled in a college undergraduate or graduate program or will
enroll Fall 2016 (must provide
verification) preferred field of
study archaeology, anthropology,
or cultural preservation. Must
be able to stand, stoop, bend and
squat as job requires. Lifting is
minimal but will be component
of the job requirements. Regular
Part Time.
Compliance
Specialist
–
Pawhuska Grants and Compliance. Bachelor’s degree from
an accredited college or university in Public Administration, Business Administration,
Finance, Accounting or related
field. A minimum of four (4)
years of experience in accounting or auditing of federal grants.
Must have working knowledge
of reporting regulations, Code
of Federal Regulations, Office of
Management and Budget circulars. Regular Full Time. Salary:
$23.56/hr.
Teacher – Pawhuska Head

Start. Bachelor’s Degree in Early
Childhood Education or related
child development field and/
or Associate’s Degree in Early
Childhood Education or related
child development field required.
CDA certified and actively working toward a degree. At least two
years of experience in child care
atmosphere or similar preschool
educational institution. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $16.29/hr.
Family Nurse Practitioner
– Pawhuska Wah-Zha-Zhi
Health Center. Must be a graduate of an accredited Nurse Practitioner Program. Current and
unrestricted Advanced Practice
Registered Nurse (APRN) Licensure in the state of Oklahoma.
Current and restricted Nurse
Practitioner certification in specialty area. Required 2 years’
experience in the Nurse Practitioner role; 5 years’ experience
preferred. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $80,000 - $110,000
Medical
Officer/Pediatrician – Pawhuska Wah-ZhaZhi Health Center. Requires
an active, unrestricted license to
practice medicine in the State of
Oklahoma. 1-2 years’ experience
preferred. Must maintain a professional attitude and appearance
that positively represents the Nation. Knowledge of HIPPA and
Privacy Act. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $170,000 - $205,000
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his motorcycle and traveling
to new places. Regardless of
where he was or what he was
doing, he was happiest when
he was spending time with his
family and loved ones whom
he loved so dearly. There was
never a stranger in his presence, as he made everyone feel
welcomed and at home. Douglas Cowan was an amazing
man with a contagious smile
and he would go out of his way
to help someone in need.
Douglas is survived by his
loving wife, Misty, and their
two daughters, Hattie and
Kinzie and their son, Trevor,
all of the home. He also leaves
behind his children; Britni
James and her husband, Kirby, with their son Kaden, of
Wellston, OK and Brandon
Cowan and Sabreena with
their daughter Waverlee, of
Hominy. In addition, he is survived by: his mother, Frances
Kilpatrick, his brother, Nappy
Cowen and his wife, Theresa,
his uncle, Dudley Whitehorn
all of Hominy and numerous
cousins, nephews and nieces.

Works. Associates Degree preferred; High School graduate
or GED required. Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) certification required (can obtain upon hire)
At least 6 months’ experience in
Janitorial field preferred. Must
have knowledge of floor cleaning
and buffing machines. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $11.50/hr.
Case Initiation and Paternity
Establishment Specialist –
Pawhuska Child Support Services. High School Diploma or
GED required; Associates Degree
from an accredited college preferred or equivalency of one (1)
year functioning in a social service environment such as a child
support, child welfare, foster
care, and/or adult protection and
has working knowledge of tribal
or state judicial processes. Regular Full Time. Salary: $20.17/hr.
Legal Assistant – Pawhuska
Child Support Services. Completion of a secondary/vocational
Para-legal training required;
Bachelor’s Degree in a Criminal
Science, Public Administration,
Political Science or Sociology related field preferred program;
and knowledge of child support
laws and regulations. Or the
equivalency of three (3) years
practicing related duties at an
accredited law firm. Regular Full
Time. Salary: $23.15/hr.

Family Practice Physician –
Pawhuska Wah-Zha-Zhi Health
Center. Requires an active, unrestricted license to practice medicine in the State of Oklahoma.
1-2 years’ experience preferred.
Must maintain a professional
attitude and appearance that
positively represents the Nation.
Knowledge of HIPPA and Privacy
Act. Regular Full Time. Salary:
$200,000 - $220,000

Temp Work HR Temp. If interested in temp work, please
submit an online application at
https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/application-form. Submitting your
application to the temp pool will
place you in the skill set category.
Temporary work will be available
as needed. Regular Temporary
Time. Salary: $13.00/hr.

Teacher Assistant – Pawhuska Head Start. Associate’s
Degree in Early Childhood Development or related field preferred
or actively working toward this
degree. Child Development Associate (CDA) certification or related field preferred or working
toward completion within eight
(8) months. High school diploma
or GED required. Regular Full
Time. Salary: $13.23/hr.

Temporary
Gardener(s)
& Occasional
Groundskeeper

Intake/Resource
Specialist – Pawhuska Constituent
Services. Associate’s Degree in
Business, Management or related field preferred. At least 1 to
2 years of executive or office environment experience preferred.
Must have excellent customer
service skills. Must maintain a
professional attitude and appearance that positively represents
the Nation. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $14.13/hr.
Surveillance Site Supervisor
– Skiatook Gaming Commission. Must be at least 21 years
of age. Must possess a Bachelor’s
degree or 4 years of Surveillance
experience. Must have the ability
to obtain and keep a Gaming License. Must have reliable transportation to work sites. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $22.00/hr.
Janitor – Pawhuska Tribal

Looking for a person or
small group of people
to assist in cleaning up
a severely overgrown
family cemetery, sometime
between
now
and the spring growing season, with the
hopes of returning it to
a respectable site for
future generations of
family to visit and to
honor those that have
gone before us. Following the initial clean up,
some landscaping will
need to be done. The
last step will be hiring
someone to maintain it
(mowing, weed control,
etc.) during the summer months. If you are
a strong, reliable, hard
worker please email
me at ann.mitchell@
rocketmail.com.

Douglas was preceded in
death by: his father Wilbert
Cowan, his brother, Sammy
Lew Cowan, his grandparents,
Sam and Hattie Whitehorn,
his two aunts, Magella Whitehorn Green and Joyce Whitehorn and his stepfather Roy
Kilpatrick.
Traditional Indian Services
will be at 8:00 AM, Wednesday
November 9, 2016 at the home
of his mother located at 417 W.
4th St in Hominy, Oklahoma
with Everett Waller presiding. Church Services will be
at the First Baptist Church in
Hominy at 10:00 AM, with the
Pastor Mark Formby officiating. Graveside Services will
follow at the home place, west
of Hominy.
Pallbearers will be Roger
Higgins, Sean Northcutt, Jamie Lessert, Mark Williams,
Duke Eldridge and Anthony
Whitehorn. Honorary Pallbearers are Roger Wheeler and
Billy Conner. Musical selections will be “Amazing Grace”
performed by Joni Bost, Cindy
Dunlap and Maria Whitehorn
with Theresa Cowan, as pianist, also, ‘Go Rest High on
That Mountain’ and “I’ll Fly
Away”.
Powell Funeral Home has
been entrusted with the arrangements. Online condolences and memories may be
left in the guestbook at PowellFuneralService.com.

Aspen Kay Gates

Aspen Kay Gates

God’s Little Angel, Aspen
Kay Gates, passed from this
life on Nov. 22, 2016 in the
Children’s Hospital at OU
Medical Center in Oklahoma
City, surrounded by her loving
parents and extended family.
Born on Nov. 25, 2014 the
daughter of William Glenn
Gates and Elizabeth ‘’Paige’’
Hadlock in Stillwater, Okla.
Aspen was the bright spot in
her family; Momma’s little
girl. Big brothers, Gunnar and
Steven, doted over her larger
than life smile and dimples to
match. She was a joy to all who
met her. Aspen lived in Fairfax and was very aware of her
Osage Indian Heritage and
had participated in dances at
Grayhorse, dancing beside her
mother. She was also a regular little cowgirl and very close
to her Papa Joby. She loved
spending time with him at
the farm helping take care of
Papa’s cattle and horses, and
her Clyde.
She is survived by her parents, William and Paige; two
brothers, Gunnar and Steven
Gates of the home; grandparents, Joby and Chris Hadlock
of Fairfax, Barbara and Rick
Clovis of Ralston; great-grandparents Glen and Marliyn
Hadlock of Fairfax, Marilyn
Boucher of Pawhuska; greatgreat-aunt, Julie Wilson of
Fairfax; aunts and uncles,
Katelyn Hadlock and J.K. Hadlock of Fairfax, Joni and Chris
Murphy of Grainola, Cathy
and Daniel LeForce of Pawnee,
great-aunt, Cindee and Brian
Edwards of Pawhuska, greatuncle Jim and Kelly Hadlock,
as well as numerous cousins.
Aspen was preceded in
death by her grandfather, Steven Glenn Gates; one uncle,
Steven ‘’Clark’’ Gates; and
great-grandmothers,
Billie
Dooley-Gray and Beryl Clark.
Mass was held on Nov.
25, 2016 at the Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Fairfax
with Father Chris Daigle as
Celebrant. Interment followed

at the Pixley Cemetery in the
Big Bend area. Arrangements
were under the direction of
Hunsaker-Wooten
Funeral
Home.
Online condolences may be
shared at: www.hunsakerwootenfuneral.com

Roger Dustin Lance

Roger Dustin Lance

Roger Dustin Lance, age 39,
passed away Saturday, Nov.
26, 2016 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Roger Dustin Lance was
born May 27, 1977 in Oklahoma City, Okla., to Roger Dale
and Denise (Daniels) Lance.
He grew up in Fairfax before
moving to Tulsa in 1988. He
graduated from Victory Christian School in 1995. Dustin
worked in various retail jobs
in Tulsa. After meeting Heather the couple moved to Ponca
City, Okla.
On April 8, 2009 Dustin
married Heather Biggoose in
Ponca City where the couple
made their home until moving to Tulsa in 2013. Dustin
was an avid music listener and
loved the Oklahoma Sooners
and Oklahoma City Thunder.
He was a member of the First
Osage Baptist Church, Victory Christian Center and the
Osage Nation. He is from the
Eagle Clan. His Indian name
is Che-sho Ki-he-kah which
means Eagle Chief.
Survivors include his wife
of the home Heather Lance;
Mother Denise and stepfather
Steve Skocik of Tulsa; three
step children Blake and Jaden
Biggoose and T.J. (Antonio)
Gomez; one granddaughter
Anna’layah Biggoose; one sister Tasha Vaughn and husband Scott of Broken Arrow,
Okla.; one brother Jordan
Skocik of Tulsa; three step sisters Hannah Skocik and her
child Dorian Garcia of Broken
Arrow; Grace Dresher and
husband Josh of Bixby, Okla.,
and Jacquelynn Rodich and
husband Connor of Edmond,
Okla.; two aunts Danette
Daniels of Fairfax and Stacy
Goodfox of Skiatook, Okla.;
two uncles Craig Lance and
wife Jennifer of Katy, Texas,
and Gil Daniels of Fairfax;
Grandparents Sharon Lance of
Fairfax, Dale Lance and wife
Ann of Inola, Okla., Tommy
Daniels of Fairfax and Carol
Wayman and husband George
of Fairfax; nephews Canaan,
Judah and Tobias Vaughn and
many cousins. He was preceded in death by his father Roger
Dale Lance.
Traditional Osage Services were held Nov. 29 at the
Grayhorse Chapel with Steven
Pratt officiating. Funeral Services were held on Nov. 29 at
the First Osage Baptist Church
with the Rev. Kyle Rhodes officiating. Burial followed in the
Fairfax City Cemetery under
the direction of the HunsakerWooten Funeral Home.
Casket bearers were Pat
Carey, Tim Carey, Carson
Lance, Braden Wallace, Nick
Daniels, John Mashburn,
Scott Vaughn, Anthony Davis
and Jake Mashburn.
Friends may leave online
condolences at www.hunsakerwootenfuneralhome.com.

Ida June “Judy”
(Davis) Taylor

Pawhuska resident Ida
June “Judy” Taylor passed
away Nov. 9, 2016 in the OSU
See Obituaries
—Continued on Page 17
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Ida June “Judy” (Davis) Taylor

Medical Center, Tulsa, Okla. She was
88 years old.
Judy was born June 7, 1928 in Barnsdall, Okla., the daughter of John K.
and Dossie (Betten) Davis. On Nov. 3,
1946, she married James Elbert “Cotton” Taylor in Sedan, Kans. He preceded her in death Dec. 25, 2003. Judy
had worked for the State Employment
office and serviced on the Board of Directors for the American Red Cross.
She worked tirelessly for many years
with the Osage County Historical Society, serving in many capacities. In
October of 2009, the Board of Directors
of the OCHS prepared a Resolution bestowing the title of President Emeritus
upon Judy in recognition of her work.
Likewise, the City of Pawhuska issued
a Proclamation in recognition of her
lifelong contribution to the preservation of Osage County history. She was
a member of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church of Pawhuska.
Surviving are: Her four daughters:
Barbara Pease, Jamie McLain, Jo
West, Nancy Lewis and husband, Don;
Her son: James A. Taylor, Sr., and
wife, Debbie; Ten grandchildren and 28
great-grandchildren. In addition to her
husband, Judy was preceded in death
by her parents, two grandsons, one
great-grandchild and siblings Everett
Davis, Dorothy Hartness, Francis Bighorse, Elia Young, Jennie King, John
Davis, Joy Shanks, Rosalie Tanner,
Louis “Red” Davis and Jeanne Morgan.
Mass was held on Nov. 15 at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.
Father Sean Donovan will officiate. Interment will be in the Pawhuska City
Cemetery.
McCartney’s Johnson Funeral Home
in charge of arrangements.

December 2016 17
She grew up and received her education in Pawhuska and then graduated
from Putnam City West High School
in 1987. She attended Oklahoma State
University at Stillwater and the University of Oklahoma at Norman. She
was married to the love of her life, partner in crime, and best friend, Brian A.
Waddle in Norman, Oklahoma on December 8, 1990. They made their home
in Norman until moving to Pawhuska
in 2009. Kellie Dawn was a district
court bailiff for Judge John Kane. She
became a member of the Kappa Alpha
Theta Sorority in 1988, attended the
Life Church at Owasso and was a professional “Momma”.
Survivors include her husband,
Brian A. Waddle, her children, Kadie
Waddle of Pawhuska, Austin Waddle
and wife Julie of Midwest City, Morgan Waddle and J.T. Waddle both of
Pawhuska, her mother, Tedisue Witcraft of Pawhuska, two sisters, Kimberly Witcraft Soliano and husband
Giovanie of Pawhuska and Teri Witcraft Stall and husband Eric of Tulsa,
nieces and nephews, Arianna, and
A.J. Soliano, Corbin and Amy Stall,
brother-in-law, Tony Waddle and wife
Susan and their children, Cody and
Nicole Waddle, brother-in-law, Todd
Waddle and wife Toni and their children, Ali, Brittany and Avery Waddle,
sister-in-law, Shelly Waddle Lewellen
and husband Kirk and their children,
Zach Balsbaugh, Nick Balsbaugh, Haley Flood, and Bren Lewallen. She was
preceded in death by her father, Jimmy
Day Witcraft, her father-in-law, Bob
Waddle, her mother-in-law, Carolyn
Waddle, and her grandparents, C.B.
and Billie Witcraft.
Friends who wish may sign the online guest book and leave condolences
at www.stumpff.org.
See more at: http://www.legacy.
com/obituaries/examiner-enterprise/
obituary.aspx?n=kellie-dawn-waddlewitcraft&pid=182471192&fhid=3324#
sthash.YgBavoHP.dpuf
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Kellie Dawn (Witcraft) Waddle

Kellie Dawn Waddle, 47, of Pawhuska, died at 4:50 P.M. on Wednesday,
November 9, 2016 at the Jane Phillips
Medical Center in Bartlesville.
Celebration of Life services was
held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, November
13, 2016 at the Pawhuska Elks Lodge,
2542 Elks Lodge Rd, Pawhuska OK,
74056 with Pastor Paul Burleson officiating. Cremation arrangements were
under the direction of the Stumpff Funeral Home & Crematory.
In lieu of flowers a memorial fund
has been established and those who
wish may send their contributions to:
American Cancer Society
Memo: Kellie Waddle
ATTN: Relay For Life of OU
6525 N. Meridian Ave, STE 110
OKC, OK 73116
Oo to donate online:
http://main.acsevents.org/goto/kelliewaddle
Kellie Dawn (Witcraft) Waddle was
born in Stillwater, Oklahoma on April
21, 1969 the daughter of Jimmy Day
Witcraft and Tedisue (Brame) Witcraft.

Cheryl Ann Wilson died Nov. 13,
2016, in Albuquerque, N.M., after battling cancer for nearly two years.
She was born March 31, 1957, in
Ponca City, Okla., daughter of Sidney Wilson Jr. and Wilma Mae Leche.
Cheryl lived in Oklahoma, Nebraska,
Texas, New Mexico, California, Virginia and Arkansas as she grew up and,
later, established a career of helping
the less fortunate.
Cheryl attended St. Mary’s Academy
in Alexandria, Va., and Eastwood High
School in El Paso, Texas. She graduated with a criminal justice degree from
the University of Texas at El Paso in
1981 and earned a master’s degree in
counseling from Oklahoma State University in 1986.
Cheryl cared passionately about people: her children, family and friends,
and devoted her life to helping victims
of domestic violence and enhancing the
lives and health of children and families, especially if they were American
Indian.
She worked at a domestic violence
shelter in Ponca City and then as a federal probation officer in Little Rock before moving to Albuquerque to accept
a position at the U.S. Indian Health
Service’s headquarters. During her
23 years there, she served as program
director for the IHS’s Head Start and
consultant for IHS diabetes prevention
outreach efforts.
Marcus B. Whitt II worked with
Cheryl for several years at the Kay
County Youth Shelter/Northern Oklahoma Youth Services.
“She was such a kind and caring
counselor who worked so well with
youth and parents alike,” he said. “She
was especially so very successful working with the Ponca, Missouri-Otoe and
Osage tribes. She was such a beautiful
person, inside and out.”
Cheryl loved making and eating

Mexican food, collecting old photographs, hiking, road trips and exploring estate sales and thrift stores. She
inherited her grandmother’s love of
rock collecting and often stopped to
hunt for intriguing specimens in the
New Mexico desert. She had a knack
for decorating, and for making crafts
out of broken-yet-beautiful china.
Before her death, Cheryl extended
her love and gratitude to family and
friends near and far who supported
her throughout her lengthy battle with
cancer.
Her children, Reed and Bryant Hewes of Las Cruces, N.M., survive her.
Other survivors include her mother,
Rosemary Wilson, of North Little Rock,
Ark.; brothers, Sid Wilson of Ponca
City, Matthew Wilson of Little Rock,
and Kevin Wilson of Rogers, Ark.; sister, Tracy Kalytiak of Palmer, Alaska;
nieces, Shannon Tighe of Houston,
Kaci Haden of Latham, Kans., Sidney
Wilson of Fayetteville, Ark., Audrey
Wilson of Rogers, and Nina Kalytiak
of Palmer; aunts, Suzie Braden and

Peggy Wilson of Ponca City; nephews,
Sean Wilson of Front Royal, Va., and
Russell Wilson of Fort Riley, Kans.;
lifelong friends, including Gwen Kincaid, Ida Jackson, Lee Williams, Chris
Raley, Dale Koenig and Janet Fortineau, and numerous cousins, grandnephews, grandnieces, friends and
other loved ones.
In addition to her father and mother, Cheryl was predeceased by her
husband, Dan Hewes; a stillborn son;
grandparents, Florence Dennison Wilson and Sidney Warlick Wilson Sr.,
Melburn and Ruth Leche, and Wilma Gean and Red Smith; and uncle,
Charles Wilson.
Daniels Family Funeral Services/
Garcia Mortuary handled arrangements. Plans have not yet been finalized for a celebration of Cheryl’s life;
information will be posted later on
what is now her memorial Facebook
page. In lieu of flowers, please donate
to Northern Oklahoma Youth Services,
2203 N. Ash St., Ponca City, OK 74601,
(580) 762-8341.

Osage Culture

The holidays are a time
for rejoicing and fellowship
Charles Red Corn
Osage News
In the many years that I have
been privileged to live in this
world, I have come to embrace
every day with a feeling of gratitude. Osages of the not so distant
past would face the east at sunrise
just as my grandparents and their
grandparents have done in previous centuries all the way back to
our ancestors who came down from
the stars.
In recent times, I find myself in
thoughts of my childhood and the
times I spent with my family. I’m
sure I’m not the only Osage who
reminisces about their childhood
but I wanted to share a memory.
My fond memory in the month
of December focuses on the holiday season and the vision of my
family convening in times past
celebrating with gratitude to WahKon-Tah where we share great
food with others. In my youth, our
food sometime would come from a
bountiful hunt.
The vision transforms me to
a time I when I was about eight
years old and my brother CR who
was about 10 went hunting for
geese with my father Harold. I remember the hunt east of Pawhuska near our house that we called
“The Big House,” originally my
grandmother Jenny Gray’s Osage
Allotment. It was a big house with
a guest house, stables, and a large
summer house for special dinners
and a Native American Church
Roundhouse.
We hiked for what my 8-year-old
mind thought was 100 miles. I’m
sure it was less than a mile to a
pond where Dad knew the geese
would rest. During our trek my
father pointed out the buffalo wallows where many buffalo roamed
centuries before and where our ancestors had many bountiful hunts
for their own families to share
Wah-Kon-Tah’s blessings.
My father had us huddled down
and I remember when the geese
rose from the pond. My father had
a 12-gauge double barrel shotgun
and my brother a 22-single shot
rifle. There were six geese. Dad got
two of the geese that never got off
the water, he shot two more with
the second shot, and the other got
away. The other two were on land
so the retrieving was easier for me.
On the walk back I remember
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money would not be available until after the Nation’s annual audit is completed and reported by the Treasurer,
Shaw said.
Shaw said unobligated funds from
FY 2015 – also referred to as “carryover
funds” – is now under a new category
for restricted funds as part of the recently created retained revenue fund.

Charles Red Corn

my father carrying two geese as my
brother and I carried one apiece.
The goose I carried was length-wise
taller than me so the goose’s head
laid over my shoulder the rest of
his body dragged far behind me.
My older brother CR made it look
easier than I carrying his goose and
of course my father carried his two
with ease. I again struggled dragging that large goose back to the
“Big House”.
My mother and father invited several friends to a great dinner. They
and several friends that helped
prepare the geese as well as the
side dishes of acorn squash, grape
dumplings, dressing, and other
dishes. Then our dinner was ready
and I heard someone say Wah-NomBre, Osage for time to eat.
Sitting down for our holiday feast
my father said a prayer and thanked
Wah-Kon-Tah for our blessings of
food just as our ancestors centuries
ago shared a goose or buffalo around
their bark lodge with their families.
As I reminisced I can only think all
Wah-Zha-Zhi should be blessed as
we share food with our families during this holiday background of good
and positive thoughts of the Holiday
Season.
–––––––––
About the author: Charles H. Red

Corn, Osage, is the author of “A Pipe for
February” and various other published
works. Red Corn received his B.A. in
Psychology and his Masters of Education Administration from Penn State.
He is a veteran of the U.S. Army and
resides with his wife Jeri in Norman,
Okla. He is the Osage News culture
columnist.

The retained revenue fund contains
$2.9 million, according to ONCR 17-08.
Other restricted funds include
$3.2 million from the Nation’s Indian
Health Service multi-year funding
agreement for the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health
Center and $30.8 million in the permanent fund.
Also, according to ONCR 17-08, the
Nation is projected to receive $48 million in tribal revenue and $25.5 million
in non-tribal revenue from sources including federal grants.
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Without Reservations

Waste of money
What a disappointment to learn the
Osage Nation is going to spend $30,000
for an unnecessary plebiscite! Are we
really going to vote on the rights of certain tribal members? Rights are called
“rights” because they are already human rights. Are some human’s rights
more equal than others? Are some tribal members more equal than others?
Are we living on the Animal Farm? My
marriage to my husband was finally
recognized by the federal government
in the Supreme Court. That’s where
rights are adjudicated, not by majority vote! Why should the validity of my
marriage be decided by a vote? It is already valid. The Osage Supreme Court
should recognize it just as the U.S. Supreme Court already has.
–Julian Spalding,
Ashland, OR

Wa-No^-Bre: It doesn’t just
mean ‘Let’s Eat’
Food is definitely a huge part of our
culture. We love to eat. We are particular about what we eat too. Wa-No^-Bre
(pronounced Wah-Nome-Bray) isn’t
just the ringing of a bell or striking
of a triangle hanging from a post on a
ranch. No, Wa-No^-Bre is a call to the
Wah-Zha-Zhi to come forward, gather
and enter the serving area to among
other things eat.
Wa-No^-Bre is the cooks working
hard, not only on the day food is served,
but days ahead in preparation; it is our
committees who give time, with respect, to gather for days and cut that
meat in advance for In-Lon-Schka and
do this with prayer. Cooks prepare
the food but eat only after everyone
else has.
Over the centuries foods changed
but not our traditions of respect and
order. Our people have always lived a
culture of order and with that specific
ceremonies took place. War dances became the Hominy War Mothers Annual
Veterans Day Dance. Clans and Bands
gathered in a specific order; Hun-Kah
and Tzi-Zho knew their place and order. Our ways were taught from the
time a baby was placed on the board.
Elders had a position of ultimate respect due them; for their wisdom for
living and their teachings; for we are
their students. Warriors have respect
due them; for their bravery and cunning in protecting our tribe, families,
elders and leaders. Our Chief and
leaders are respected; for their guidance, decision making and communication responsibilities in dealing with
other tribes and governments. Women
respected; for carrying our future in
their wombs, teaching and preserving
our ways.
Today, our traditions of order are
taught. Today, those traditions are
changing. Each time we gather those
traditions are changing. The respect
we were ingrained with is diminished.
Today when we gather little by little
those traditions of order, traditions of
respect for our Elders, Warriors and
Women are diminished. Today, when
Wa-No^-Bre is called out the unimaginable happens. During prayer, thanking Wa-Kon-Tah, people line up for
food. Words reminding us, Elders are
served first, go unheeded. Children and
adults crowd out Elders, they sit next
to unserved Elders, unable to walk,
and begin eating! Are we teaching our
ways of respect to our children? Are
we explaining our ways to guests who
don’t know our traditions?
Hominy War Mother’s Veterans
Dance honored our Veteran’s and the
granddaughter of an Osage Code Talker. The Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center
was packed at supper time; people
danced and celebrated. However, it
was disheartening to see so many stay
for the food, but not after for the dance
itself. Our way is to stay and honor
the Head Man and Head Lady Dancers by dancing in support of them and
our Veterans who fought for the Freedom to uphold our ways. This dance is
not a feed. It is traditional food in celebration of, and offers refreshment for,
dancers; drum; singers and those in attendance. This gathering is to share a
meal in honor of our ancestors, families
and Veterans living and passed.
Please, remember, Wa-No^-Bre
doesn’t just mean “let’s eat.” It means
stay a while and live our ways.
–Miya McKim
Pawhuska, OK

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Alumna honors mother by
creating OSU scholarship
OSU News and Information
Leah Gungoll knows what sacrifices
her mother made in choosing to attend Oklahoma State University as a
30-something married mother of four
in the 1970s. In fact, Gungoll and her
mom, Mary Jo Webb, had classes together as Webb completed her 1974 sociology degree and Gungoll earned her
1975 speech pathology degree.
“My dad was a rancher, and they depended on the oil and cattle markets for
their income,” Gungoll said. “My mom
decided that she was going to go to college so that she could have a job that
they could fall back on a steady income
when things got low again. It wasn’t
a popular thing to do at the time, but
she and four other women would drive
the 50 miles from Fairfax, Oklahoma,
three times a week, sometimes more.
It was hard on them, and hard on the
family too, but what she did for her
family means a lot to us.”
Gungoll added, “Mom faced a lot of
criticism from others. At one point,
there was a checkout lady at the grocery store who told her that she needed
to stay home with her children. But
she did what she knew was best for
her family, and she did great. We had a
couple of classes together, and she got
better grades than I did.”
Webb, a member of the Osage Nation, followed her bachelor’s degree
with a 1975 master’s in Indian manpower planning, funded by the Department of Labor. She taught Indian
history at Fairfax High School, served
as director of education for Dick Conner Correctional Facility in Hominy,
and worked for her tribe in various
capacities, including at the Whitehair
Memorial Learning Resource Center
near Fairfax.
Gungoll’s respect for what her mother did inspired her to establish the
Mary Jo Webb Scholarship, which she
did with her husband, Brad (’75 agricultural economics).
“For Christmas last year, we surprised mom by telling her we had done
this,” Gungoll said. “She got teary-eyed,
and she doesn’t show emotion often.”
Recipients must have at least a 2.5
GPA and be enrolled full-time at OSU.
First preference is given to a female
non-traditional student, “defined as
a student who has had a break in her
education pursuits in order to raise
a family or care for dependent family
members.” Second preference is for a
member of the Osage Tribe of Oklahoma, and then for a member of any
federally recognized Native American
tribe.
The first recipient is Ashley Carter,
a 26-year-old elementary education senior from Konawa and member of the
Cherokee Nation.
“This scholarship is such a big help
to me in pursuing my dream,” Carter
said. “I am so thankful for the Gungolls’
generosity, and receiving this was such
a great sign to keep doing what I’ve
been doing.”

Courtesy Photo/Fairfax Chief

Mary Jo Webb stands with Ashley Carter, the first recipient of the Mary Jo Webb Scholarship.
A scholarship Webb’s daughter, Leah Gungoll, established in her honor.

Carter is a transfer student from
nursing school, who now plans to pursue a master’s degree as she pursues a
career in education policy and administration with either the Cherokee Nation or the Bureau of Indian Education.
“I hope to eventually create my own
scholarship at OSU for Native American students in education, because
OSU has been so giving,” Carter said.
“The Native American population is
who I want to serve the most because I
think my work would be more appreciated and utilized most extensively.”
Gungoll had students such as Carter
in mind when she created this fund.

“I want to make it easier for a student who needs financial help, who has
other responsibilities that a traditional
student doesn’t have – such as children
or other financial obligations like debt
– to get a degree and establish a career
to secure a more financially stable life
for her and her family.”
For more information, visit OSUgiving.com.
This article was published on the
Oklahoma State University’s News and
Information page and has been republished with permission.

How to submit a Letter to the Editor

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please
mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@
osagetribe.org.
Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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