
Election winners express 
thanks, happiness to serve
Benny Polacca
Osage News

After about 90 minutes 
of waiting, the Osage Na-
tion Election Board and 
staff announced the re-
sults of the 2016 general 
election.

At 10:30 p.m., the elec-
tion officials, accompanied 
by ON police, arrived at 
the Congressional Cham-
bers building where scores 
of Osages, their families 
and candidates congregat-
ed while waiting to learn 
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Shannon Edwards John Maker Archie Mason Joe Tillman RJ Walker Maria Whitehorn

Five incumbents, one
new Congressman elected
to Fifth ON Congress
Benny Polacca

Osage News

The Osage people re-elected 
five incumbents and one new 
Congressman to the Fifth 
Osage Nation Congress in the 
2016 general election.

In complete and unofficial 
results announced shortly af-
ter 10:30 p.m. on June 6, the 
following Osages received the 
highest votes:

• Archie Mason – 941 (7.88 
percent of total votes cast)

• Joe Tillman – 926 
(7.76 percent)

• Maria Whitehorn – 926  
(7.76 percent)

• RJ Walker – 890 
(7.45 percent)

• Shannon Edwards – 776  
(6.50 percent)

• John Maker – 721 
(6.04 percent)

Tillman, a former ON divi-
sion leader for education/ cul-
ture is the sole new Congress 
member. The Fifth ON Con-
gress will take oath of office in 
early July.

The Election Board is sched-
uled to meet Friday June 10 
to certify the election results, 
pending any challenges or re-
quests for recounts.

Also according to the results, 

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Danette Daniels congratulates 
Joe Tillman after the 2016 Osage 
Nation election results were read 
outside of the Osage Nation Con-
gressional Chambers on June 6.

Courtesy Photo

The Osage Nation issued two warrants May 23 for the arrest of Jer-
emy and Tyler Reece, the Pawhuska brothers were charged with the 
murder of Pawhuska resident Rick Holt (pictured).

Osage Nation picks  
up Reece brothers 
case after DA fumbles
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation issued two warrants May 23 for the 
arrest of Jeremy and Tyler Reece, the Pawhuska brothers 
were charged with the murder of Pawhuska resident Rick 
Holt. The Nation has filed charges of Homicide in the First 
Degree in Osage Nation Trial Court. 

The brothers appeared before ON Trial Court Judge Mar-
vin Stepson on May 26 at 10 a.m. (See related article)

The alleged homicide occurred last September on re-
stricted Indian land southwest of Wynona, touching off a 
jurisdictional battle over whether to try the case in state or 
federal court. The brothers are members of the Muscogee  
(Creek) Nation.  

Osage County District Attorney Rex Duncan sought to 
bring the case under state jurisdiction, contending that the 
slaying occurred on Holt’s property, which was not restrict-
ed Indian land. But Associate District Court Judge Stuart 

See Reece 
—Continued  on Page 4

Osage Nation 
buys Ted Turner’s 
Bluestem Ranch 
for just over $74M
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

BARTLESVILLE, Okla. – 
Osage Nation Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear signed 
the final documents to pur-
chase 43,000-plus acres from 
media mogul Ted Turner. 

The transaction took place 
in a downtown office at Mus-
selman’s Abstract Co., on  
-June 8. 

Present for the signing were 
Assistant Principal Chief Ray-
mond Red Corn, Osage Ca-
sinos CEO Byron Bighorse; 
David King, real estate attor-
ney; John Wildin, real estate 
broker for Hall & Hall; Naomi 
Elliott, closing agent; attorney 
Graydon Dean Luthey; Osage 
Casinos CFO Tim Steinke; 
Standing Bear’s assistant 
Sheryl Decker and Kim Pear-
son, Osage Casinos Executive 
Director.

Standing Bear sat across 
from Elliott and began signing 
documents as she explained 
each one. The room was quiet 
as everyone watched the chief. 

Once he was finished he 
shook hands with Elliott and 
everyone in the room as every-
one expressed their congratu-
lations to the nation. The land 
purchase has been called one 
of the largest in Osage County.  

“I think during the event it 
occurred to me, as I was sign-
ing the documents, that Osage 

chiefs have been signing simi-
lar documents in the past but 
they were always giving our 
land away or selling it for 

the wrong reasons,” Standing 
Bear said. “It was an honor on 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear signs the final documents to com-
plete the transaction for the purchase of the 43,000-plus acre Bluestem 
Ranch from media mogul Ted Turner on June 8. 

Osage Nation Museum hosts grand 
re-opening, showcases new exhibits
Tara Madden 
Osage News

Renovations are complet-
ed at the Osage Nation Mu-

seum and new exhibits are 
being displayed.  

The museum held a 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Attendees, including Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear and Clark Batson (center) visit and view exhibits at the Na-
tion’s museum during a May 20 reception.

See MuseuM
—Continued  on Page 7
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Record number of absentee
ballots mailed for June 6 election
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Election 
Office reported it received 
1,930 absentee ballot requests 
for the June 6 election. 

Election Supervisor Alexis 
Rencountre told the Election 
Board this year’s number of 
absentee ballots mailed out is 
a record high from past Osage 
elections.

In the June 2014 general 
election, which included six 
ON Congressional seats, and 
the Principal Chief and Assis-
tant Principal Chief’s offices, 
the Election Office processed 
just over 1,800 absentee ballot 
requests.

The election office did not 
have access to the ballots un-
til Election Day, but the USPS 
counts the ballots processed 
through its Business Reply 
Mail account, which can be 

monitored by the Election Of-
fice to see how many ballots 
have been mailed in.

On Election Day morning, 
the election board collected the 
absentee ballots mailed to the 
Pawhuska Post Office and be-
gan counting the ballots that 
day, along with those ballots 
submitted by in-person voters.

According to the timeline 
set by the Election Office, staff 
started mailing absentee bal-
lots to Osages who requested 
them by the May 2 deadline. 
Per the election code, absen-
tee ballot request applications 
shall be accepted until 35 days 
prior to Election Day.

Once absentee ballots be-
gin arriving in Pawhuska 
via mail, they were kept at 
the Post Office until 10 a.m. 
on Election Day, according 
to the Election Code. At that 
time, the Election Supervi-
sor, accompanied by ON po-

lice, retrieved the locked box 
containing the ballots from 
the Post Office and personally 
transported the locked box to 
the polling place where it was 
immediately delivered to the 
board for processing with the 
day’s in-person voting ballots.

The Election Code also 
states a person who requested 
an absentee ballot, and did not 
complete and mail the ballot, 
may vote in-person but they 
must surrender the absentee 
ballot to the Election Super-
visor or authorized designee 
on election day or sign an af-
fidavit stating they requested 
an absentee ballot but did not 
vote it. 

After the election, the Elec-
tion Office must keep all mate-
rials for procuring and casting 
an absentee ballot for a one-
year period after the election.

Osage Congressional
candidates submit campaign 
reporting statements
Benny Polacca
Osage News

All 15 Osage Congressional candidates complied with the 
Osage Nation election rules to submit campaign reporting 
statements.

Election Board members Terry Hazen, Belle Wilson and 
Chairwoman Shannon Lockett reviewed the submitted first 
campaign reporting statements on May 24 and voted for the 
Election Office to notify 11 candidates found to have defi-
ciencies in their submitted statements. Those candidates 
corrected their deficiencies to remain in good standing for 
the election.

Election Supervisor Alexis Rencountre said all 15 can-
didates submitted their first statements by the May 20 
deadline, which includes donations from individuals, corpo-
rations, LLCs or any business entity, whether organized by 
state, tribal or federal charter. According to the ON elec-
tion rules and regulations (ONCR 15-19), the candidates 
are also required to open a separate bank account in the 
name of the candidate or candidate’s campaign, which all 
donations shall be deposited into for any and all campaign 
purposes. The campaign reporting statements must include 
bank documentation showing the campaign account depos-
its and deductions and the balance of funds at the time of 
the statement.

The Osage News has requested copies of the certified cam-
paign reporting statements. 

Lockett said the deficiencies were “very minor, we feel ev-
ery one did a good job” in disclosing their campaign informa-
tion, thus far. The candidates must also submit a second 
campaign reporting statement by June 24.

The campaign reporting statement expenditures typically 
include costs for holding candidate meet-and-greets, mail-
ing campaign literature, filing fees, purchasing additional 
voter registry lists from the Election Office, campaign yard 
signs/banners, newspaper advertising costs and Election 
Day campsite costs.

New candidates’
education and work 
experience examined 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The resumes and work expe-
rience for the nine candidates 
who ran against the incum-
bents was examined before the 
election on June 6.

The Congress is responsible 
for overseeing the Nation’s 
money, laws affecting the Na-
tion and its citizens, a general 
knowledge of federal law af-
fecting tribes, and tradition-
ally, Osage congress members 
serve as ambassadors on an 
international, national and 
cultural scale. 

Although Joe Tillman was 
the only successful new can-
didate to unseat John Jech for 
the Fifth Osage Nation Con-
gress, here is a look at the can-
didates who may run again in 
future elections.

Michael Bristow
Bristow, 50, currently works 

at Encompass Home Health 
as a licensed Speech Patholo-
gist in Tulsa, Okla., and sur-
rounding areas. He began his 
career working with children 
and now works with geriat-

ric patients in a home health 
setting. According to his re-
sume, he earned his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from 
Northeastern State Univer-
sity in Tahlequah, Okla. He 
is a member of the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association, and the Okla-
homa Board of Examiners for 
Speech-Language Pathology & 
Audiology. 

Danette Daniels
Daniels, 53, is the co-owner 

of the Cedar Chest Shop in 
Pawhuska, a store that sells 
Osage traditional dress and 
other Native American items. 
She is a former licensed Mar-
riage and Family Therapist, a 
Child Development Specialist, 
and a Technical Supervisor 
for the SoonerStart/Oklahoma 
Early Intervention program. 
She earned her master’s de-
gree in Family Relations and 
Child Development from OSU. 
She’s also a former Osage lan-
guage instructor. 

        Scenes from the

Congressional Election

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The St. John family tours the Osage candidate camps on Election Day.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Osage Candidate Shannon Ed-
wards stands next to her camp on 
Election Day.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Osage voters eat at a candidate camp on Election Day.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Osage voters arrive at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center to cast ballots in 
the 2016 general election.

More Election
Photos on Pages 
15, 17, and 18

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

2016 Congressional candidate 
Brandy Lemon sits with her moth-
er Cecelia Tallchief. 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

RIGHT: Candidate Maria White-
horn serves voters at her camp on 
Election Day.
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WYA closes doors, Communities of Excellence offers alternative
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The doors closed to the 
Pawhuska Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Youth Academy (WYA) on 
May 27, the Nation’s remain-
ing after school youth facility. 
Plans to reopen for the 2016-
2017 school year are contin-
gent upon whether or not the 
Fifth Osage Nation Congress 
and Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear can come to a 
compromise. 

The youth academies are an 
after school program for Osage 
youth ages 5-18. Originally 
three academies, they shrunk 
to just one after the ON Con-
gress voted not to fund the fa-
cilities after daily rates caused 
attendance to drop from 400 
students to less than 40. The 
Fairfax and Hominy facili-
ties closed in October of last 
year but the Executive Branch 
found the money to keep the 
Pawhuska WYA open.

The academies offered sum-
mer programs with educa-
tional curriculum, physical 
activities, field trips, tutoring, 
Osage language classes, cul-
tural programs, as well as Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematical (STEM) 
programs.

ON Congressman RJ Walk-
er told concerned parents in 
April he would consider spon-
soring legislation to fix the 
WYA situation during a May 
special session of the Con-
gress. But legislation was not 
introduced during the 13th 
Special Session, which lasted 
for one day on May 12. 

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear, whose admin-
istration changed the Boys & 
Girls Clubs to the Wah-Zha-
Zhi Youth Academies, said he 
is waiting for the outcome of 
the June 6 election.

“The plan has been to find 
six members of Congress to 
support it but because that 
did not happen we will wait to 
see what this election does,” 
Standing Bear said on May 11. 
“Yesterday, we began looking 
at a new plan for the fall. It 
may be WYA but if necessary, 
it may be an expanded WELA. 
Again, it depends on the out-
come of this election.”

All incumbents, except for 
John Jech, were re-elected. 

Questions about the WYA 
facilities and any potential 
summer plans for Osage youth 
were sent to the Education 
Department and were partly 
answered by Education Di-
rector Mary Wildcat. Director 
of Operations Casey Johnson 
and acting Education Services 
Coordinator Melvina Prather 
did not respond to requests for 
information. 

Wildcat said the Pawhuska 
WYA employees found em-
ployment within the Nation 
and that the Pawhuska WYA 
served 40 children at its clo-
sure. She said they are also 
making sure the facilities will 
be ready to reopen in the fall 
with the proper maintenance 
to the buildings and grounds. 

According to a press release 
from the Chief’s Office in April, 
the request for the facilities 
during the Hun-Kah Session 
in March was $212,236, and 
that was to fund five teachers 
for 40 Osage children at the 
Pawhuska site; $117,492 for 
three teachers and 20 Osage 
children at the Hominy site; 
and $117,594 to fund three 
teachers and 20 Osage chil-
dren at the Fairfax site. Stand-
ing Bear said he also planned 
a WYA for Skiatook, beginning 
in the fall.

The only members of Con-
gress who voted for Standing 
Bear’s WYA plans were Con-
gressmen John Maker and R.J. 
Walker. The other members of 
Congress gave various reasons 
for not supporting it, such as 
no communication from the 
Executive Branch on the plan 
to run the facilities; legisla-
tion was filed too late during 

the Hun-Kah Session and as 
a result there wasn’t enough 
money for the after school  
facilities.

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Parent 
Coalition, in their April 22 let-
ter to Osage elected officials, 
said it was Osage elected of-
ficials’ Constitutional duty 
to provide services for Osage 
youth. 

“It is your Osage consti-
tutional duty: Article XVII, 
Osage Health, Education, and 
Welfare. Section 3: Care for 
our children: The Osage Na-
tion shall provide for the care 
and safety of Osage children 
by establishing and promoting 
programs that contribute to 
protecting, nurturing, and de-
veloping the minds, bodies and 
spirits of our children.”  

Healthy Kids Camp
The Communities of Excel-

lence announced May 31 they 
were offering a free Healthy 
Kids Camp for ages 6 years to 
12 years old, from June 6 to 
July 29 in Pawhuska. 

The Communities of Excel-
lence announced the camp 
would be free and transporta-
tion would be provided from 
Skiatook, Hominy, Wynona 
and Fairfax to Pawhuska. The 
camp would begin every day at 
7:30 a.m. and last until 5:30 
p.m. and located at the WELA 
gym. According to the adver-
tisement, children would en-
joy STEAM activities (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art 
and Mathematics) from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and outdoor fun. 

Only the first 20 children 
from each community were 
accepted and parents were 
to provide a daily sack lunch 
for their children. Selection 
would be based on Native 
American heritage with Osage  
preference.

For more information on the 
Healthy Kids Camp, call (918) 
287-5267 or visit 220 West 
Main in Pawhuska for an ap-
plication. 

Summer programs 
and events

Osage Nation Education Ad-
vocates for Pawhuska, Hominy 
and Fairfax shared various 
summer programs and events 
available to youth. 

Pawhuska

• The Pawhuska Public 
Library will host summer 
reading programs for youth 
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Tuesday’s reading programs 
are for students entering 
3rd-7th grade. Thursday’s 
reading programs are for 
students entering Pre-K – 
2nd grade.  Students can 
participate in a 5 p.m. daily 
drawing at the library for a 
chance to win a junior burg-

er meal from Sonic or an 
individual pizza meal from 
Simple Simons. To par-
ticipate in the daily draw-
ings students can attend 
the reading programs or 
participate in daily library 
scavenger hunts. Parents 
are encouraged to accom-
pany children 12 and under. 

• One-day Boys & Girls 
Basketball Camps. Dead-
line to sign up is June 6. 
The Boys camp is sched-
uled for June 18. The 
Girls Camp is scheduled 
for June 11. Contact Jake 
Bruno for more informa-
tion: (918) 287-7798.

• A two-day STEM camp 
is planned. Dates 
to be decided.

Hominy

• Hominy Public Schools 
has the Bucks Club.

• A two-day STEM camp will 
be offered on July 21-22 
at the Hominy Co-Op.

• The Hominy Public Library 
has a summer reading pro-
gram and monthly specials.

Fairfax

• A two-day STEM camp 
is planned. Dates 
to be decided.

• Woodland Public Schools 
has a food program. Chil-
dren under 18 can eat lunch 
for free at the school.

The Osage In-Lon-Schka 
dances are throughout the 
month of June and are open 
to the public. No photos or vid-
eos of the actual dance are al-
lowed. 

Grayhorse: June 2-5
Hominy: June 16-19
Pawhuska: June 23-26

[Editor’s Note: This story 
was originally published on-
line on May 31. It has been 
updated for this issue of the 
Osage News.]

ON Social Services seeks 
adoptive and foster parents 
for children in need
Osage News

JENKS, Okla. – The 
Osage Nation Social Servic-
es Department participated 
in the 2016 Tribal Foster & 
Adoptive Family Recruit-
ment Fair to recruit more 
families to adopt Osage chil-
dren in need of foster and 
adopted homes.

The May 7 event was 
held at the Jenks Riverwalk 
alongside the foster care pro-
grams for the Cherokee and 
Muscogee (Creek) Nations. 
The event featured guest 
speakers and booths where 
attendees could speak with 
staff about information to 
adopt or take children into 
foster care. 

According to the ON So-
cial Services Department, 
“of nearly 10,700 children in 
state custody in Oklahoma, 
3,600 are Native American. 
Many are placed in non-
Indian Child Welfare Act-
compliant homes. Oklahoma 
tribes are in need of tribal 
foster and adoptive homes 

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Staff from the Osage Nation Social Services Department (l to r) 
Shannon Curtis, Destiny Kitchel and Karie Mashunkashey attend the 
2016 Tribal Foster and Adoptive Family Recruitment Fair held May 7 
at the Jenks Riverwalk. 

for placement of tribal and 
state custody children.”   

Among the event guest 
speakers were Alex and 
Erica Red Corn of Kansas 
who spoke about their ex-
periences in becoming adop-
tive parents. Alex Red Corn 
(Osage) and his wife adopted 
a young Sioux boy and re-
called the excitement of get-
ting the call stating their 
adoptive parent applications 
were approved to adopt their 
new son. They also noted the 
challenges in becoming par-
ents and said they keep their 
son connected to Native 
American culture including 
Osage and Sioux.

For more information, 
please call Osage Nation 
Social Services Foster Care 
Specialist Jenny Rush-Buf-
falohead or Adoption Spe-
cialist Rebecca Fish at (918) 
287-5335.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Osage Nation police officers and Ryan Red Corn help themselves to pan-
cakes at the annual Men’s Pancake Breakfast hosted by the ON Counsel-
ing Center. This year’s event, “Empowering Men to Stand Against Domes-
tic Violence,” was held at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center on June 7. 

ON Counseling Center  
hosts men’s breakfast to raise  
domestic violence awareness
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Counseling Center is continuing its mission 
to raise awareness of the consequences and dangers associated 
with domestic violence and abuse.

The Counseling Center invited local men to its annual Pan-
cake Breakfast on June 7 in Pawhuska to discuss the topic and 
available resources.  

ON Domestic Violence program administrator LaVina Clark 
said it’s important to discuss the issue with men, noting that 
beating and abusing significant others and family members “is 
not the Indian way, this is not the Osage way.”

At the event, Clark played a YouTube video of surveillance 
footage recording a man beating a woman in broad daylight on a 
Russian street as people walked by and did not intervene.

“Ask yourself: what would I do if I saw that on the streets of 
Pawhuska?” Clark said, adding she was also a survivor of do-
mestic violence while married to a former husband. “I don’t want 
anybody to go through what I went through.”

Clark said helping others who are caught in domestic violence 
situations is something she feels passionate about, therefore she 
continues to work with abused clients and educates others on 
abuse and domestic violence. 

Clark also announced the Counseling Center will improve its 
services in working with abusive men, who meet with Counsel-
ing Center worker Jim Parker.

Parker said he hosts a batterers’ group to speak with those 
who have abused or beat others in their lives, which are often 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News 

Two boys watch as liquid cornstarch and oil mix to make silly putty. 
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the sole constitutional amend-
ment question passed regard-
ing the maximum punishment 
allowed to be issued by the ON 
tribal court system. That ques-
tion passed with 84.47 percent 
“yes” votes, which is above the 
65 percent threshold required 
for a constitutional amend-
ment to pass.

The constitution will be 
amended to state the Nation 
cannot “require excessive bail, 
impose excessive fines, inflict 
cruel and unusual punish-
ments, and in no event impose 
for conviction of any offense 
any penalty or punishment 
greater than allowed by fed-
eral law.” Currently the 2006 
Osage Constitution states the 
Nation cannot issue punish-
ments that are longer than one 
year in jail, nor impose fines 
greater than $5,000.  

The remainder of the unof-
ficial results starting with the 
candidates placing seventh  
to 15th:

• Brandy Lemon – 665 
(5.57 percent)

• Rebekah HorseChief 
– 650 (5.44 percent)

• Michael Bristow – 
633 (5.30 percent)

• Fi Davis – 596 
(4.99 percent)

• John Jech – 584 
(4.89 percent)

• Danette Daniels – 
552 (4.62 percent)

• Hank Hainzinger – 
547 (4.58 percent)

• Myron Red Eagle – 
541 (4.53 percent)

• Jacque Jones – 510 
(4.27 percent)

Check back to www.osage-
news.org for any election-relat-
ed updates or follow the Osage 
News on Facebook, Instagram 
or Twitter.

which six Osages would serve 
on the Fifth ON Congress 
starting in July. 

The crowd grew silent as 
Election Supervisor Alexis 
Rencountre announced the re-
sults with occasional cheers as 
the names were called in the 
order of highest votes received: 
Archie Mason, Joe Tillman, 
Maria Whitehorn, RJ Walker, 
Shannon Edwards and John 
Maker.

Tillman is the only new Con-
gress member who will join 
the other five incumbents after 
taking their oaths of office.

Inauguration Day for the 
Fifth ON Congress is sched-
uled Wednesday, July 6, at the 

Skiatook Osage Casino Hotel 
starting at 10 a.m.

After hearing the June 6 
election results, the winners 
expressed thanks and excite-
ment after spending the day 
in the mild June weather 
greeting voters at their nearby 
campsites on the ON govern-
ment campus park area.

Tillman said he felt “over-
whelmed, honored and hum-
bled” to be elected to his first 
four-year term on Congress. 
He added he was proud of 
the other 14 candidates who 
ran and said his work on the 
campaign trail was a “won-
derful experience,” adding he 
felt tired after the long day of 
last-minute campaigning and 
greeting voters at his camp – 
and from the last four days of 
participating in the Grayhorse 
District In-Lon-Schka dances.

Mason said: “I am very 
grateful to have another term 
and shall express the best ef-
forts to make better the Na-
tion and its services for our 
people. I appreciate the sup-
port of many and hope to earn 
the support of others as time 
moves forward.”

Edwards said she was happy 
with her win. Like Mason, Ed-
wards will serve a third term 
on the Congress, the legislative 
body they both have served on 
since the 2006 Osage reformed 
government launched. “I work 
hard and I’m ready to work 
again for the people,” she said.

Walker said the campaign 
trail was a long 6-8 weeks and 
added: “It’s been a long day 
and I’ve enjoyed meeting a lot 
of people. I’m humbled, hon-
ored and ready to go to work.”

“I want to thank the Osage 

people, it was a long, hard 
campaign trail,” Maker said. 
“Anybody on that list had a 
chance to win, never thought 
I was a front runner, but I’m 
thrilled to be elected and will 
work for the Osage people.”

Whitehorn, currently the 
Congressional Speaker, also 
said she is happy with the 
results, adding “it shows the 
members of the Fourth Osage 
Nation Congress worked hard 
and I’m honored the Osage Na-
tion people supported me.”  

The Fifth ON Congress will 
convene shortly after taking 
oath on July 6 in a yet-to-be-
announced special session. At 
that time, the newly seated 
Congress will elect its Speak-
er. 

Tate ruled that the case was 
federal because Holt was kid-
napped at his home and killed 
on restricted Indian land near 
Hominy. 

Duncan appealed the rul-
ing, but Mayes County District 
Judge Terry McBride upheld 
Tate’s decision. Duncan then 
missed the deadline to ap-
peal to the Oklahoma Court of 
Criminal Appeals. Tate’s deci-
sion stands, denying the state 
jurisdiction. 

The brothers had been 
charged with first-degree mur-
der, conspiracy, kidnapping 
and desecration of a corpse. 
The charges were reduced to 
kidnapping and conspiracy be-
cause first-degree murder and 
desecration of a corpse are fed-
eral charges. Bail on kidnap-
ping and conspiracy charges is 
typically about $20,000, which 
the brothers could make, said 
Osage Nation Assistant Attor-
ney General Jeff Jones. 

The bond hearing was sched-
uled May 25. Theoretically, 
the brothers could be walking 
the streets of Pawhuska if they 
had made bail, Jones said. 

On hearing that, Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, 
called the ON attorney gen-
eral’s office and asked whether 
the Nation would “step up to 
the plate” since Duncan had 
missed the deadline to appeal.

“To make sure they stay in 
jail, our judge has set a mil-
lion dollar cash bond on them 
both,” Jones said. “So even if 
Judge Tate sets his bond, the 
Reece’s have to make our one 
million bond,” Jones said. “The 
tribe feels like they should 
remain in jail. They are not 
Osage, but they are Indian and 
that gives us jurisdiction.”

The Nation is charging each 
of the brothers with first-de-

gree homicide and seeking a 
$1 million cash bail for each. 
Cash bail means that the 
brothers could not work with a 
bail bondsman, Jones said. 

The maximum penalty in 
Osage law for homicide is a 
$5,000 fine or up to a year in 
jail, or 20 years banishment. 
Federal law does not permit 
tribes to issue penalties ex-
ceeding three years in jail. 
However, Jones said he is 
communicating with the U.S. 
Attorney’s office about other 
possibilities. 

Holt, who was 46 at the time 
of his death, was born and 
raised in Pawhuska. He was a 
well-known and well-liked fig-
ure among the local communi-
ty, a talented rodeo cowboy and 

a Pawhuska High School state 
wrestling champion. Married 
to an Osage tribal member, he 
was around the Osage Nation 
community for many years, 
often helping at the annual 
Osage In-Lon-Schka dances. 
The couple divorced, but he re-
mained friends with many in 
the Osage community.

Jones noted that federal 
charges require U.S. attorneys 
to present their case to a feder-
al grand jury in order to obtain 
an indictment. 

Court documents
According to the affidavit 

filed in ON Trial Court, Jeremy 
Reece, 31, and Tyler Reece, 19, 
abducted Holt from his home 
and took him about six miles 

ON Judge sets July 
court date for Reece 
brothers to consider 
legal counsel questions 

northwest of Hominy where 
they shot him “multiple times” 
then burned his body. Jeremy 
Reece later led investigators to 
locate Holt’s body in a shallow 
grave, the affidavit said.

Jeremy Reece’s ex-wife, 
Claudette, said she and Holt 
had been dating for two 
months, according to the affi-
davit. She said Jeremy Reece 
was attempting to reconcile 
with her and blamed Holt for 
preventing the reconciliation. 

Witnesses said Holt had 
been at the Pawhuska Coun-
try Club and was intoxicated 
but drove himself home about 
12:30 a.m. on Sept. 9, 2015, ac-
cording to the affidavit.

It said that friends and rela-
tives reported him missing 

and that officers conducted a 
search of his property. The Re-
ece brothers were taken into 
custody after Claudette and 
friends of Holt reported suspi-
cious cell phone activity and 
police discovered evidence on 
the brothers’ cell phones. The 
phones indicated that they had 
been at the crime scene for two 
hours on the night Holt died. 

The brother’s mother, Ann 
Marie Reece, was charged 
as an accessory after she in-
structed the brothers to erase 
text messages and other data 
pertaining to Holt’s death.

[Editor’s Note: This story 
was originally published on-
line May 23.]

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Nation Trial Court 
Judge Marvin Stepson ar-
raigned Jeremy and Tyler 
Reece by telephone May 26 in 
court chambers. The brothers 
are charged with first-degree 
homicide for the slaying of 
Pawhuska resident Rick Holt.

“We had a chance to talk 
to the Sheriff’s Office yester-
day, the undersheriff and the 
Osage Nation Police Chief,” 
said Osage Nation Assistant 
Attorney General Jeff Jones. 
“They expressed concern about 
keeping the brothers safe, and 
their officers. The Chief’s Office 
published the time and date of 

when the brothers would be 
here and [as a result] they in-
tercepted credible threats.” 

Jones asked Stepson for 
telephone arraignment. Step-
son said that it was not un-
heard of and that if the court 
had access to video confer-
encing equipment that would 
have been used.

Jeremy Reece, 31, and Ty-
ler Reece, 19, are members of 
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation. 
Since they are Native Ameri-
can and Holt’s death occurred 
on restricted Indian land, the 
brothers fall under the Na-
tion’s jurisdiction, according to 
the Major Crimes Act. 

Federal law prohibits tribes 
from imprisoning individuals 

for more than three years, ac-
cording to the Tribal Law and 
Order Act of 2013, and limits 
tribal courts to misdemeanor 
charges in criminal cases. 
Osage Nation law permits up 
to one year of jail time.

If convicted in ON trial court, 
the brothers could face up to a 
year in jail, a $5,000 fine or 20 
years banishment from Osage 
Nation tribal lands. 

Arraignment
Stepson phoned the Sher-

iff’s Office at 10:30 a.m. On the 
other line were Sheriff Charlie 
Cartwright, other jail person-
nel and the defendants. 

Stepson read them their 
rights separately. 

In arraigning Jeremy Reece 

Courtesy Photo

Jeremy Reece, 31, and Tyler Reece, 19, have been charged by the Osage 
Nation with first-degree homicide for the slaying of Pawhuska resident 
Rick Holt.

See aRRaIgnMent
‑—Continued  on Page 6
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Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear published his new organizational chart on April 26.

Tulsa Osage Casino Hotel plans updated 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Planning work continues on 
the Tulsa Osage Casino project 
after the Fourth Osage Nation 
Congress passed a resolution 
approving loan documents to 
build an expanded flagship  
casino.

The passed resolution 
(ONCR 16-27 sponsored by 
Congressman William “Kugee” 
Supernaw) authorizes and 
approves execution of a loan 
agreement, approves a limited 
waiver of sovereign immu-
nity and to authorize the ON 
Gaming Enterprise Board to 
execute the documents incur-
ring indebtedness and pledg-
ing assets. According to the 
resolution (passed in the 2016 
Hun-Kah Session), the loan 
money will be used to con-
struct a new hotel, casino and 
event center.

Osage Casino CEO Byron 
Bighorse said the project will 
bring an additional 500 elec-

tronic machine games in the 
proposed casino, which will be 
built on the same land where 
the north Tulsa casino and 
Osage Event Center currently 
sit. With the additional games, 
the new casino will have 1,300 
total games, he said, adding 
the gaming area will stretch 
78,000 square-feet with two 
levels in the proposed casino.

Other amenities include 16 
table games, five poker tables, 
a main sports bar and a sat-
ellite bar, Bighorse said. The 
property will have a junior 
ballroom that’s about 9,000 
square-feet, three breakout 
conference meeting rooms and 
a main ballroom/ event center 
that will stretch to 25,000 or 
35,000 square-feet and could 
hold up to 3,500 people.

Bighorse provided a proj-
ect update to the ON Gaming 
Commission on May 11 and 
noted the Event Center will 
be razed to accommodate the 
project logistics so the new ca-
sino can be built in its location. 

Bighorse said the casino will 
lose 300 machines which are 
located adjacent to the current 
Event Center when it’s razed, 
but plans are being made to 
bring in modular buildings 
on the east side as “a tempo-
rary fix” to make up for the  
lost games.  

The proposed 125-room ho-
tel will be built behind the 
current casino and will stand 
five or six stories tall with 
construction on the facility to 
start in September or Octo-
ber with dirt work, Bighorse 
said. The updated project is a 
smaller size of the preliminary 
casino plans announced by the 
Gaming Enterprise Board and 
Bighorse in September 2015. 
At that time, the hotel was 
proposed at 132 rooms, but 
the downsize is needed for the 
project to be built within the 
loan amount of $175 million. 
Bighorse said the hotel will be 
built at a down-to-earth, three-
star quality similar to the 
Hampton Inn hotelier chain.

Helen Norris named to the 
National CASA Association 
Tribal Leadership Council
Osage News

The National Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) Association has 
appointed Helen Norris 
to its newly formed Tribal 
Leadership Council.

Norris, Pawnee and 
married to Osage Con-
gressman James Nor-
ris, is the director for the 
Pawnee/Osage CASA 
program, which operates 
under the umbrella of 
the United Community 
Action Program Inc. in 
Pawnee, Okla. Along with 
10 other CASA directors 
from across the country, Norris will be sharing her expertise 
gained by serving abused and neglected children through 
court appointed advocacy in their own tribal community of 
Pawnee and Osage Reservations. 

“This engagement with state and local members is rooted 
in the National CASA Association Strategic Framework,” 
said Tara Perry, Chief Executive Officer of National CASA 
Association. “We are very appreciative and excited to have 
this level of talent serving on the Tribal Leadership Council 
working together to look at the unique needs of abused and 
neglected children in Pawnee and Osage communities.” 

The Pawnee-Osage CASA covers both county courts and 
Pawnee and ON tribal courts in both counties, which is one-
of-a-kind in the nationwide CASA organization. The Paw-
nee-Osage CASA program started in 2009. 

The National CASA Association has organized Four 
Leadership Councils (Urban, Suburban, Rural, and Tribal), 
with members representing their peers from similar size 
programs. Each council will advise and provide support to 
the National CASA Association in its work on behalf of state 
organizations and local programs, by sharing expertise and 
providing input and guidance. 

The National Court Appointed Special Advocate Associ-
ation is a network of almost 1,000 programs that recruit, 
train and support more than 76,000 citizen-volunteers who 
advocate for the best interests of abused and neglected chil-
dren in the courtrooms of their communities. The only pro-
gram of its kind, Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) 
volunteers are empowered by the courts to provide children 
with one-on-one advocacy. CASA volunteers see their as-
signed children regularly and interview all the adults who 
impact their lives. Volunteer advocates offer judges the 
critical information they need to ensure each child’s rights 
and needs are being attended to while in foster care, stay-
ing with the child until she is placed in a loving permanent 
home. For many abused children, their CASA volunteer is 
the only constant adult presence in their lives. 

For more information about the National CASA  
Association, readers are encouraged to visit www.casafor-
children.org.

Helen Norris

Courtesy Photo

Jerry Wolf is following in his par-
ents footsteps and making his 
mark in show business.

Osage actor follows parents’ footsteps 
working in show business
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

If you are an owner of Apple 
products, you may have seen 
his face in advertisements. Or 
maybe you saw him walking 
down the streets of Pawhuska 
with his famous dad, or at In-
Lon-Schka dancing with the 
Pawhuska District.

Jerry Wolf, 29, born in Los 
Angeles and raised in Malibu, 
is an Osage actor, writer and 
producer hoping to make an 
impact for Indian Country and 
put his degree in Development 
Studies from Brown Univer-
sity to use. 

“Both my parents are actors 
… I’ve been surrounded by this 
industry since before I could 
even recognize it,” he said. 
“Now that I’m in it, it’s time to 
put my degree to use and con-
nect to the network I’ve been 
born into.”

Wolf is the son of Susie Duff, 
a comedic actress, and Larry 
Sellers. Sellers, Osage and 
currently an Osage language 
instructor in Pawhuska, is 
most well known for his roles 
as Cloud Dancing on the popu-
lar 90s TV series Dr. Quinn, 
Medicine Woman and as the 
Naked Indian in Wayne’s 
World 2 (1993). 

“I didn’t encourage him at 
all, he’s choosing to do it all 
on his own,” Sellers said. “It’s 
a hard business, there are no 
overnight successes in that 
business.” 

He said acting requires skill, 
luck, and sometimes it is who 
you know and what part of the 
business you’re working in. He 
said his son has called him for 

acting advice in the past and 
the most recent call he re-
ceived was a question about 
how to cry in a scene. He told 
his son he has to relate to an 
experience that was emotional 
for him and concentrate on 
that experience and revisit it 
every time he has to cry.

Wolf didn’t always want to 
become an actor. He was mak-
ing a documentary for his the-
sis at Brown when his friend 
asked him to help him produce 
a short film, “Four Winds.” 

“We were auditioning our 
leads and didn’t have any 
strong options, Nick Brokaw 
the director, asked me to read 
the role’s audition piece and 
it turned out I was our best 
choice. That’s why I’m an ac-
tor,” Wolf said. “That was 
2010, and I’ve been working on 
being successful in show busi-
ness ever since.” 

According to his IMDB pro-
file, he has had training from 
various acting coaches and 
workshops, including Second 
City Conservatory where he 
studied Comedy Improv. His 
performance skills include co-
medic acting, improvisation 
and stunts. He was a member 
of Brown University’s Polo 
team when he was in school. 

Some of his film credits in-
clude: Four Winds (2013), Derby 
Kings (2013) and If Dating Was 
Like a Job Interview (2014).

He also had a small role for 
the now-canceled CBS series 
starring Halle Berry, called 
Extant. Wolf played a robot 
soldier.

He is currently develop-
ing two films, a Marvel Uni-
verse character and a western 

“Bourne Identity-esque” clas-
sic showdown. He’s involved 
with developing a TV series 
about Casinos, and he said he 
is always “involved with up 
and coming filmmakers and 
actors who I can help out, de-
velop their concept as an actor 
and producer.”

He said he hopes to make 
movies, open hotels and res-
taurants and generally collab-
orate with tribal nations at the 
federal level. He said his inspi-
rations include his dad, Larry 
Sellers, Ryan Gosling and his 
brother, Nick Brokaw.

He is the grandson of Carl 
Sellers and Kathleen Rec-
tor Sellers. His Osage name 
is Gra.To^ Sha.Kah (Hawk 
Talon). He is the great-great-
grandson of Wah.Weh.See 
(Pierce St. John) and his great-
great-grandmother was Keah 
Sompah (Opal St. John). He is 
from the Buffalo Bull Clan. 

ONPD Officer fights in charity 
event for Special Olympics
Tara Madden
Osage News

Robert “Sweet Dreams” Wil-
lard has been with the Osage 
Nation Police Department for 
two years and participated in 
his second fight night at the 
“Smoke and Guns” charity 
event.

“Smoke and Guns” is a non-
profit charity event where the 
state of Oklahoma’s firemen 
and police officers battle it out 
in a Mixed Martial Arts and 
boxing contest. The event is 
held to raise money for Okla-

homa Firefighter Burn Camp 
and Special Olympics of Okla-
homa. 

Willard first heard of the 
event while listening to a local 
radio station. He called and 
got a spot in the 2015 event. 
He trains at the Small Town 
Scrappers gym in Tonkawa 
with trainer Josh Waffle. 

He fought in the event for 
the first time in 2015, training 
only four months, he said. He 
fought against Fireman Nate 
Kragel of Sapulpa Fire 170. 
They fought till Kragel scored 
a third round technical knock-
out of Willard.  

“Robert is just now discover-
ing his abilities in MMA, his 
speed is improving, his power 
is developing and he can see 
his progress and I hope he is 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

ONPD Officer Robert Willard beat 
Tulsa Fireman Quan Hoang to win 
his championship belt.
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Fidelis Davis
Davis, 62, is the current di-

rector for the Nation’s Food 
Distribution program. He cur-
rently serves on the Board of 
Education for Hominy Public 
Schools and the board of di-
rectors for Golden Eagle Fed-
eral Credit Union. He received 
his associate’s degree in Ap-
plied Science in Business from 
Haskell Indian Jr. College. 
He also attended Northwest-
ern Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and OSU. According to his 
resume, he has worked as a 
Contract Health Physics Tech-
nician, an accounting clerk 
and an oilfield operator. 

Hank Hainzinger
Hainzinger, 50, currently 

owns and operates his own 
ranching business in the Ponca 
City area. He has a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Ag Business 
from Northwestern University 
in Alva, Okla. He currently sits 
on the boards for the Farm Bu-
reau Insurance-Osage County, 
Osage County Livestock Show/
Sale and 101 Rodeo in Ponca 
City. He is involved with the 
Cattlemen’s Association, Okla-
homa Farm Bureau, and is a 
Gold Card member of the Pro-
fessional Rodeo Cowboys Asso-
ciation.

Rebekah HorseChief
HorseChief, 38, is a mas-

ter’s student studying Federal 
Indian & Energy Law at the 
University of Tulsa, College 
of Law. She earned her bach-
elor’s degree in University 
Studies from the University of 
New Mexico, with an emphasis 
in Native American Studies 
and English and Post-Colo-
nial Literature. According to 
her resume, she is the former 
Education Division Director 
for the Pawnee Nation; Office 
Manager and Website Content 
Manager for the Nation’s Edu-
cation Department; an Osage 
Language Instructor, and held 
numerous internships.

Jacque Jones
Jones, 41, is the director for 

the Nation’s Constituent Ser-
vices. She has attended Rogers 
State University and studied 
Business Administration and 
Management, according to 
her LinkedIn profile. She has 
also worked as an adminis-
trative assistant for the Of-
fice of the Principal Chief and 
was a Breastfeeding Program 
Coordinator for the Nation’s 
W.I.C. program. She has been 
involved and volunteered with 

numerous national Native 

American organizations. 

Brandy Lemon

Lemon, 41, is the Director 

of Nursing for Fairfax Medi-

cal Facilities, Inc., in Fairfax, 

Okla. According to her re-

sume, she has also worked as 

the Charge Nurse for Fairfax 

Memorial Hospital, and a Reg-

istered Nurse for Via Christi 

Medical Center, in Ponca City. 

She received her Associate of 

Science in Registered Nurs-

ing from Northern Oklahoma 

College in Tonkawa, Okla. 

She was awarded the Gates 

Millennium Scholarship and 

graduated with honors. 

Myron Red Eagle

Red Eagle, 66, earned his 

Bachelor of Science degree 

from Oklahoma Wesleyan 

University. He also attended 

Central Oklahoma University, 

Northern Oklahoma College 

and Oklahoma State Univer-

sity. According to his resume, 

he has worked at Public Ser-

vice Company of Oklahoma as 

a meter reader and electrical 

power dispatcher; worked at 

Whirlpool Corporation of Tul-

sa for eight years and retired 

as an Administrative Quality 

Manager. He served four years 

on the Second Osage Minerals 

Council. 

Joe Tillman

Tillman, 56, is currently 

the director of Big T Sports 

and Athletics in Pawhuska. 

According to his resume, he 

earned his Bachelor of Arts 

in Communication from OSU 

and his master’s degree in 

Communications from OSU. 

He is a former Division Leader 

for the Nation; President for 

Wide Line Financial, LLC, an 

investment services and con-

sulting company for Native 

Americans and a former mar-

keting director for Core Busi-

ness and Financial Services in 

Tulsa and Oklahoma City.

[Editor’s Note: This story 

was originally published on-

line May 23 and has been 

updated for this issue of the 

Osage News.]
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first, Stepson asked whether 
he was under the influence of 
drugs and alcohol, and Reece 
said no. Asked whether he was 
taking medications, Reece said 
he was taking two for seizures 
and one for anxiety. When 
asked about his education 
level, he said he had an associ-
ate’s degree in business. 

Stepson asked Tyler Reece 
the same questions. Reece said 
he was not under the influence 
of drugs or alcohol and was 
not taking medications. He 
said he had completed a year  
of college. 

The brothers said they 
would keep their legal counsel, 
Peter Astor, who has been rep-
resenting them in State Court 
for the State of Oklahoma. 
However, the Osage Nation is 
a separate sovereign govern-
ment, the Reece’s legal coun-
sel cannot represent them in 
Osage Nation court without 
being licensed to practice in 
Osage Nation courts. 

Stepson said a not-guilty 
plea would be entered for them 
until the question of legal 
counsel had been clarified. The 
judge said he would consider 
all questions and whether or 

not the brothers request a jury 
or non-jury trial at their next 
court date scheduled July 28. 

The $1 million cash bond re-
mains in effect for each of the 
brothers.  

State Court
Osage County District At-

torney Rex Duncan filed a new 
charge of first-degree mur-
der during the commission 
or attempted commission of 
first-degree burglary against 
the brothers in State Court  
May 25. 

This will be the third at-
tempt to bring state charges 
of first-degree murder against 
the brothers. Associate District 
Court Judge Stuart Tate and 
Mayes County District Judge 
Terry McBride dismissed prior 
charges of first-degree murder 
and desecration of a corpse, 
saying they believe the slaying 
occurred on restricted Indian 
land where Holt’s body was 
discovered. That gave the fed-
eral government jurisdiction.

Under the Major Crimes 
Act, any major crime commit-
ted by Native Americans on 
restricted Indian land falls 
under federal jurisdiction. The 
brothers cannot be sentenced 
to death if convicted by the fed-
eral government. 

According to the amended 
complaint filed yesterday, the 
brothers allegedly shot Holt 
in the back with a 12-gauge 
shotgun when they were at-
tempting to commit burglary 
on Holt’s property, which is 
not on restricted Indian land. 

The complaint alleges that 
the brothers forcibly removed 
Holt from his home at gun-
point and subsequently shot 
him on his property. The crime 
is punishable by life in prison, 
life in prison without parole or 
death. 

The brothers are still 
charged in State Court with 
conspiracy to commit murder, 
is punishable by up to 10 years 
in prison, a fine of up to $5,000 
or both. Kidnapping is punish-
able by imprisonment for up to 
20 years.

The brothers’ attorneys are 
moving to dismiss the first-de-
gree murder charge, according 
to court documents. 

Tate is scheduled to hear ar-
guments on the amended com-
plaint Aug. 1 at 9 a.m. at the 
Osage County courthouse in 
Pawhuska. The brothers are 
being held in the Osage Coun-
ty Jail without bond.

[Editor’s Note: This article 
was originally published on-
line May 26.]

sticking points in court cases 
and custody disputes.

“We’re trying to bring 
(awareness) to the forefront, 
too many people have been 
hurt, some people have died,” 
Parker said. For example, 
Parker noted people can be 
abusive without physically 
harming others, such as ver-
bal bullying and talking down  
to others.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Director of Operations Casey Johnson, Hope Waller and Michelle Hard-
ing-Price listen to a guest speaker at the annual Men’s Pancake Breakfast 
on June 7.

Parker said he will undergo 
training this summer and he 
will come up with “an eclectic 
program that will include con-
sequences and show what a 
batterer has done – look at the 
children, they see it.”

For more information on ser-
vices or to seek help, the Osage 
Nation Counseling Center and 
Domestic Violence Program is 
at 126 E. 6th St. in Pawhuska 
and can be reached at (918) 
287-5422. Its website is at: 
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/counseling-center.

behalf of the Osage people to 
be signing to buy land.” 

“It’s a complete reversal 
and I am so grateful to the al-
mighty for being able to carry 
that out for our people. That’s 
how historic it is for me.” 

The Nation will be holding 
a celebration for the land pur-
chase in the near future and 
Turner, federal officials and 
others have been invited.

Bidding process
Wildin, who also works with 

other tribes in the state, said 
he was impressed with Red 
Corn from the beginning. He 
said Red Corn was very honest 
and steadfast with the bidding 
process and once the Osage 
leaders came together he was 
impressed with the Nation’s 
efficiency to make the bid in a 
timely manner.

“Once we got to that point 
they were so excited down 
there, especially Mr. Turner,” 
Wildin said. “Taylor Glover, 
who runs a lot of stuff for Mr. 
Turner, really thought this was 
cool … It just makes it such a 
good deal for me because you 
won, they won. Mr. Turner 
doesn’t want to just sell his 
land to anybody, because he’s 
put so much into it and he has 
a dream for how this land is to 
end up.”

Wildin said all the parties 
involved in the bidding were 
large landowners and have dif-
ferent interests as to why they 
own land, “and they all wanted 
to own this ranch,” he said. 

“I will tell you, I’m pretty 
sure now, I don’t want to speak 
for you folks [the Osage], but 
I’m pretty sure everybody in 
the deal knew that they had 
one chance in their lifetime 
to buy this ranch, and that’s 
what changed everything,” he 
said. “That’s very unique.”

Standing Bear and Red Corn 
declined to name the compet-
ing bidders due to confidential-
ity agreements.

One mind
Red Corn said he was proud 

the way the nation responded 
to the opportunity. 

“Every team that chief and 
I rely on to actually do the 
heavy lifting came through in 
every imaginable way or we 
would have not enjoyed this 
moment,” Red Corn said.

Standing Bear said in Janu-
ary they were working day and 
night on the bidding process. 

“This event illustrates what 
can happen when the goals of 
the Executive Branch and the 
Congress are perfectly align. 
Congress was a great partner 

on this and they cooperated in 
every way necessary in a very 
timely way to make this hap-
pen,” Red Corn said. 

“So did the gaming board,” 
Standing Bear added. 

“We could not have done 
this at all unless they [gaming 
board] … we fully briefed them 
in late December through ear-
ly January, culminating in the 
Jan. 11 vote to support this 
activity so we would have no 
mortgage on this land, no debt 
payment,” Standing Bear said. 
“It’s all being paid for from the 
casino revenues so we have a 
fresh start on this property.”

Price
The document stamp re-

vealed the purchase price of 
the Bluestem Ranch was just 
over $74 million. 

Standing Bear said they had 
a range that was approved by 
both the ON Gaming Enter-
prise Board and the Congress. 
He said the Congress came to 
their range by each member 
giving their individual high 
and low and those were av-
eraged and agreed upon as 
a body and matched up with 
what the Executive Branch 
was proposing and what the 
Gaming Board had approved. 

“It was just another exam-
ple of all the pieces working 
together for a purpose on a cer-
tain time frame. It was amaz-
ing. We had one mind on this,” 
Standing Bear said. 

The loan was for $175 mil-
lion and the gaming board 
agreed that $75 million would 
be used to purchase the ranch. 

Gaming Enterprise Board 
Chairman, Mark Simms, said 
it was one of the greatest 
things the board could have 
done.

“It came at an opportune 
time when the casino was do-
ing good, where we could af-
ford it. We were more than 
happy to guarantee it, I think 
that between the chief and the 
congress when we made this 
move with the chief’s plan for 
it, I think we will really move 
forward and become a reckon-
ing force here in Pawhuska,” 
Simms said. “A lot of people 
are very happy about it and it’s 
getting back the land base but 
it’s also creating kind of a pre-
serve for animals and whatev-
er the chief and the [Bluestem 
Ranch] LLC board decides to 
do. We’re in full support and 
we’re able to start to build our 
casino and we help to hope out 
even more once we get our new 
casino built.”

Standing Bear said it was 
part of the deal they made in 
January to the gaming enter-
prise board. 

“What people don’t real-

ize is that in this 30-day pe-
riod in January, it wasn’t just 
about the ranch purchase. It 
was about meeting a series of 
agreements on the size and the 
amount for the new Tulsa casi-
no. All that was agreed upon in 
that 30-day time period. So all 
those issues that people have 
been arguing about for three 
years we compressed within 
that 30-day period of time. 
And we agreed on everything, 
and that’s why it’s so amaz-
ing,” Standing Bear said. “It 
was more than just the ranch 
purchase, it was about … what 
is the amount we are going to 
borrow for the expansion of the 
north Tulsa casino. That was 
all part of the package, that’s 
why it was a $175 million loan. 
They call it a credit facility and 
that was an amazing thing to 
see, that all three of us came 
together.”

Buffalo
Standing Bear said he has 

no regrets on purchasing the 
land. He said there is a short-
age of funding to purchase the 
bison and that it was an imme-
diate issue he hopes the new 
Congress will address in July. 

“My stated purpose for this 
was to acquire land, provide 
a home for the bison that are 
owned by the Osage and have 
an educational opportunity 
for our children,” Standing 
Bear said. “And I understand 
it takes a profit making op-
eration to support that on the 
ranch. I learned that when I 
was a Trustee for the Nature 
Conservancy.”

He said the Nature Conser-
vancy had to financially sup-
port the buffalo with cattle 
operations because “you can’t 
have a preserve without part 
of your land making a profit.” 

“I’m ready to work with the 
[Bluestem Ranch] board and 
the Nature Conservancy said 
they are going to work with us, 
but the board has not met with 
me or the Conservancy yet,” 
Standing Bear said. “They 
were concerned about the lack 
of money and I agree 100 per-
cent. They need more funds.”

Standing Bear said they 
originally set it up in the 30-
day time session but as Con-
gress met for their Hun-Kah 
Session in March, other needs 
arose. He said he has a report 
from the treasury and there is 
approximately $700,000 unen-
cumbered and would not put 
the nation in a financial bind. 
He said the money is available. 

“I hope the Bluestem Board 
and the ON Congress supports 
that amount to purchase the 
bison immediately,” Standing 
Bear said.
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Chief Standing Bear appoints 
interim ON Treasurer
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear appointed a seasoned Muscogee 
(Creek) accountant as Treasurer for 
the Osage Nation, who will serve an 
interim term.

Samuel S. Alexander took oath as 
Treasurer on May 5 at the ON Trial 
Courthouse with Chief Trial Court 
Judge Marvin Stepson presiding. Alex-
ander will be subject to a confirmation 
vote by the Fifth ON Congress, which 
meets for its first 24-day regular ses-
sion in September with the 2016 Tzi-
Zho Session.

Alexander managed his own account-
ing practice in the Tulsa area and grad-
uated from Northeastern State with a 
bachelor’s degree in business account-
ing, according to his LinkedIn profile. 
He also served as an elected MCN Na-
tional Council representative and has 
worked as an outside auditor for sev-
eral tribal and local governments.

According to a news release, Alex-
ander is also a U.S. Army veteran and 
served as Speaker while on the MCN 
National Council. He also served as 
Tax Commissioner for the tribe and 
chairman of the MCN Gaming Opera-
tions Authority Board. Alexander is a 
state-certified public accountant, ac-
cording to the Oklahoma Accountancy 
Board. 

In a statement, Standing Bear said: 
“Sam Alexander has been appointed to 
this position of great responsibility. I 
had the privilege of working with Sam 
when he was the Muscogee (Creek) Tax 
Commissioner and also later when he 
was Chairman of the (MCN) Gaming 
Operations Authority Board at a time 
when Oklahoma gaming was transi-
tioning from paper bingo to electronic 
gaming and table games. I have known 
him for years and look forward to work-
ing with him.”   

According to Osage law establishing 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Samuel Alexander was sworn in by ON Trial Court Judge Marvin Stepson as the Osage Na-
tion Treasurer on May 5. Grand Re-opening on May 20 to exhibit 

the renovations. People from across 
Oklahoma came for the event.

“We had a really nice crowd, people 
seemed to enjoy themselves,” said Hall-
ie Winter, museum curator. 

The featured showcase “Highlights 
of the collection: Treasures of the Osage 
Nation Museum” will be on display 
from May 20 to September 17. 

The Highlights exhibit showcases a 
range of contemporary paintings and 
sculptures, along with fine art, histori-
cal artifacts and cultural representa-
tions of the Osage Nation. 

“The collection was gathered from 
the inventory on hand at the mu-
seum. Some items have not been 
viewed in quite some time,” Win-
ter said. “We thought it would be 
a great idea to highlight some of  
this art.” 

The newly renovated gallery also in-
cludes a recent acquisitions area where 
artists can donate their art to the mu-
seum. They have the Imagination Sta-
tion where kids can color and hang 
up one of the designs by Osage artist 
Louis Burns. They will have a choice of 
four of his designs; the original prints 
are hanging beside the coloring station. 
They can color a cradleboard design, 
Parfleche design, Ribbonwork design 
or the spider design. 

MuseuM
–from Page 1

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Double Heart Purse by Osage Artist Anita Fields beaded purse and hair combs.

Throughout the museum there are 
artist benches to give artists a quiet 
place to work on artwork. 

The main entrance of the museum 
showcases the permanent collections 
of the museum.

They added a new permanent ex-
hibit named “Wahzhazhi Spirit: a Cele-
bration of Osage History and Culture.” 
The exhibit tells the story of Osage 
people though time. They begin with 
an origin story in one display and as 
the display wraps around the walls it 
shows the different stages in life the 
Osages have lived. 

The main gallery also hosts the Art-
ist Spotlight exhibit where the year 
round Open Call for Osage Artists are 
welcomed to submit their art to be fea-
tured in the Spotlight exhibit. 

“The museum is well laid out, I have 
learned a little bit of the history of the 
Osages and the language in WWI that 
is one of the things I wanted to see,” 
said a museum visitor from Bossier 
City, La. “We are on a three-day Na-
tive museum trip.” 

The museum is open Tuesday 
through Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
and located at 819 Grandview Ave in 
Pawhuska. For more information visit 
the website https://www.osagenation-
nsn.gov/museum or visit their Face-
book page for upcoming events and 
exhibits.  https://www.facebook.com/
OsageNationMuseum/timeline. 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Native American Flutes from John L. Bird’s Collection.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Burl Bowl ca mid 19th century, Bowl ca. mid 19th century John L. Bird Collection. Spoon with 
bear shaped handle ca., late 19th century John L. Bird Collection made of wood, and metal 
nails, Spoon, ca. late 19th Century made from horn. John L. Bird Collection.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Renovations are complete and the 
Osage Nation Museum is open show-
casing “Highlights of the Collection: 
Treasures of the Osage Nation Mu-
seum” this show will run from May 20 
- Sept. 17.
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CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Grayhorse District photo.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Titan Harris smiles for the camera.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Top: Grayhorse cooks prepare the evening meal.
Middle: Head Committeeman Archie Mason addresses the 
three districts at the Grayhorse Committee Dinner.
Bottom: Grayhorse Water Boys pose for a photo.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

ABOVE: Grayhorse District dancers dress for 
the June 3 In-Lon-Schka dances.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

LEFT: The Yellowfish family brings in a new 
dancer to the Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The Grayhorse District arbor.
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CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

RIGHT: Dancers line up to enter the 
Grayhorse arbor.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

BELOW: Men from the Bowman 
Camp walk to the Grayhorse arbor.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Drum warmers Joe Cheshewalla and Franklin McKinley pose for a photo with Grayhorse Drumkeeper  
Jacob Lux.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

TOP: Men of the Grayhorse District enter the arbor.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

MIDDLE: Men of the Grayhorse District.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

BOTTOM: Grayhorse District dancers line up for the June 3 In-Lon-Schka 
dances.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

ABOVE: Osage Nation Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Osage Nation Police Chief Nick Williams.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Grayhorse District dancers dress for the June 3 In-Lon-Schka dances.

                                         GRAYHORSE

InLonSchka
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CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Grayhorse Cooks.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Table settings for the 2016 Grayhorse District committee dinner.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Deborah Yates, Christine Irons and Rebekah HorseChief.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Grayhorse District cooks Tony Mixon, Alyssa Goodfox and firemen observe cooking food for the committee 
dinner. 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

ABOVE: Girls of the Grayhorse District.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

LEFT: Lisa Yates and her daughter Clarise.
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Courtesy Photo/ON Social Services

Secretary of State Chris Benge, representatives from Osage Nation Social Services, the Osage Nation Attorney 
General’s Office, and the Oklahoma Department of Human Services witnessed the signing of the compact yes-
terday between the Osage Nation and the State of Oklahoma regarding the protection of vulnerable adults. 
ONSS would like to thank Assistant Chief Red Corn and Governor Mary Fallin for their time and consideration of 
the protection of vulnerable adults along with the attorneys for the Osage Nation Attorney General’s office and 
the State for their work in developing the compact.

ON Congress passes 
three legislative items 
in 13th special session

The Fourth Osage Nation Congress wrapped its 13th spe-
cial session in one day on May 12. 

That day, the Congress voted unanimously to approve 
three pieces of legislation after voting to suspend the Con-
gressional rules to advance the legislation through the pro-
cess. Those approved items are:

• ONCA 16-71  An act to authorize and appropri-
ate $250,000 to the Nation’s matching grant fund 
to meet the match requirement of the Indian Com-
munity Development Block Grant for construc-
tion of a new Fairfax Wellness Center.

• ONCA 16-72  An act to authorize and appropriate 
$450,000 to meet the 15 percent match requirement 
of the federal Community Connect Grant from the 
Nation’s economic development fund. According to 
Congressional Speaker Maria Whitehorn, the grant 
is being pursued to fund a broadband Internet project 
that would service the Grayhorse/ rural Fairfax area.

The Nation is pursing the Community Connect Grant op-
portunity available through the USDA, which helps fund 
broadband deployment into rural communities where it is 
not yet economically viable for private sectors to deliver ser-
vice, according to the Department’s website.

• ONCR 16-30  A resolution to approve documents 
related to title insurance requirements and related 
limited waiver of sovereign immunity for the Blue-
stem Ranch purchase as part of the closing busi-
ness matters on the purchase transaction.

All legislation passed with an 11-0 vote and one absence 
from Congresswoman Shannon Edwards. The passed legis-
lation will be sent to the Principal Chief’s office for consid-
eration of action. 

Fall 2015 Osage Graduate Report
Lauren Whitney Adair, 

Bachelor of Arts, Sociology/
Social Welfare, Summa Cum 
Laud, Northeastern State Uni-
versity, Tahlequah, Okla. 

Desiree Andrews, Bachelor 
of Science in Psychology, Ap-
plied Behavior Analysis, Ka-
plan University, Kan. 

Cathie Attebery, Masters 
Science, Construction Man-
agement, Arizona State Uni-
versity.

Justin Blanding, Master of 
Public Health, Epidemiology, 
University of Kansas.

Caitlyn Sue Cassity, Bach-
elor of Business Administra-
tion, Finance, Houston Baptist 
University, Texas.

Lawren Cunningham, As-
sociates of Applied Science, 
Radiology Technology, Indian 
Capitol Technology Center/
Connors State College, Okla. 

Stephanie Nicole Drymon, 
Master of Science, Human De-
velopment and Family Science, 
specialization in Marriage and 
Family Therapy, Oklahoma 
State University.

Griffin Dorcy, Bachelor of 
Arts, History, Virginia Com-
monwealth University, Va.

Zachary Ellison, Bachelor of 
Science, Management, Okla-
homa State University.

Bryce Fugate, Bachelor of 
Science and Bachelor of Arts, 
Petroleum Engineering and 
International Studies, Univer-
sity of Oklahoma.

Dante Halleck, BAAS, Emer-
gency Management, Eastern 
New Mexico University.

Jeff Harrison, Master of 
Arts in Educational Leader-
ship, Secondary Education, 
Southern Nazarene Univer-
sity, Okla.

Sydney Johansen, Bachelor 
of Arts, Boise State University, 
Elementary Education, Idaho. 

Rachel Diana Luellen, 
Master of Business Adminis-
tration, Northeastern State 
University, Okla.

Ashleigh Morgan McCarthy, 
Bachelor of Science, Psychol-
ogy, Troy University, Ala.

Amy Rosa, Bachelor of Sci-
ence Design, Housing and 
Merchandising, Oklahoma 
State University.

Veronica Leigh Redding, 
Associate in Arts, Native 
American Studies, Rose State 
College, Okla.

Brandon Ridenour, Magna 
Cum Laude Bachelor of Sci-
ence, Business Administra-
tion, University of Colorado.

Molly Rose Rumery, Mas-

ters of Public Administration, 
American University, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Anna Kristine Schaefer, 
Master of Education with Hon-
ors, School Counseling, Uni-
versity of Central Oklahoma. 

Clifford Dale Shelton Jr., 
Masters of Science, Financial 
Economics, Texas A&M Uni-
versity.

Sara Ann Stewart, Bachelor 
of Business Administration, 
Accounting, Sam Houston 
State University, Texas.

Taylor Eaton Torreson, 
Bachelor of Arts, Music Educa-
tion Concordia University-Ann 
Arbor, Mich.

Spring 2015
Brooklin Leigh Dailey, 

Bachelor Arts, American In-
dian Studies, Bacone College, 
Okla.

Summer 2015
Austin Byers, Master of Ed-

ucation, Teacher Leadership, 
ESL certification, University 
of Louisville, Ky.

Relo MeQuel Denair Adams, 
Bachelor of Arts, Psychol-
ogy with Emphasis in Mental 
Health, Southern New Hamp-
shire University.

Winter 2016
Dakota Easley, Bachelor of 

Science in Engineering, Aero-
space Engineering, University 
of Michigan.

Sarah Kathryn Jackson, 
Bachelor of Science, Journal-
ism, University of Missouri.

Spring 2016 
Connor Howard Appelberg, 

BS Industrial Safety Univer-
sity of Central Oklahoma.

Ann Dobbs Riley-Adams, 
Bachelor of Arts Humanities, 
minor in History, University of 
Central Oklahoma.

Kieran Adams, Bachelor of 
Arts, History, University of 
Central Oklahoma.

Shelby D Booth, Bachelor of 
Liberal Arts, Criminal Justice, 
University of Central Okla-
homa.

Alixandria Nicole Bou-
langer, Associates of Science, 
Liberal Studies, Labette Com-
munity College, Kan.

Katherine Elizabeth Bell, 
Master of Music Vocal Perfor-
mance, Voice Pedagogy, The 
Peabody Conservatory, Johns 
Hopkins University, Md.

See gRaduates
—Continued  on Page 15

                                         GRAYHORSE

InLonSchka

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Town Crier Caesar Williams sounds the warning bell for 
the June 3 evening In-Lon-Schka dances at the Grayhorse 
village.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Joe Hall.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Kirk and Derek Shaw. TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Ralston Moore gets ready for the 
dance.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Layton Lamsam prepares for the 
June 4 In-Lon-Schka dances.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Tom Ashmore gets ready for the 
dance.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Men of the Grayhorse District enter 
the arbor.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Amy Tall Chief and relative at the 
Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka.
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BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

The Pawhuska Johnson O’Malley (JOM) Parent Committee hosted a May 17 dinner to honor the Pawhuska High graduating class of 2016. 
The JOM parent committee honored 21 Osage and Native American seniors that evening following a dinner held in the Wakon Iron Com-
munity Building. Each student received a shopping gift card and a blanket from the committee.
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the Department of Treasury, 
the ON Treasurer shall be ap-
pointed by the Principal Chief 
and confirmed by Congress. 
The law also states the Trea-
surer shall be at least 25 years 
old, have no felony convictions 
and shall have obtained a 
bachelor’s degree with a certi-
fied public accountant’s license 
and degree preferred. If a va-
cancy occurs in the Treasurer’s 
post, any person appointed and 
confirmed to fill that vacancy 
shall serve the remainder of 
the post’s four-year term and 
be eligible for reappointment 
and confirmation for a subse-
quent full term.

tReasuReR
–from Page 7

gRaduates
–from Page 13

Abigayle Connor Braaten, 
Master of Science Speech-Lan-
guage Pathology, Grand Val-
ley State University, Mich.

Lindsay Bruno, Master of 
Education Special Education 
University of Oklahoma.

Cherie Buie, Associates De-
gree in Elementary Education, 
University of Arkansas Com-
munity College.

Shannon Nicole Burkhart, 
Bachelor of Science, Commu-
nication & Journalism Texas 
A&M University.

Constance Cape, Bachelor of 
Arts Economics, Chinese mi-
nor, Davidson College, N.C.

Lt. Larry J. Carmichael 
MSOL, BS, AA, Associates of 
Art, Ministry, The Salvation 
Army College for Officer Train-
ing at Crestmont Calif.

Brian Clark, Bachelor of 
Science, Cellular Biology 
Northeastern State Univer-
sity, Okla.

Elise Nicole Clote, Bachelor 
of Science, Agriculture Busi-
ness, University of Arkansas.

Kambrey Cooper, Bachelor 
of Science Major/ Economics, 
Minor/ Business University of 
Kansas.

Taryn B. Crawford, Associ-
ate of Arts, Business Admin-
istration, Oklahoma Wesleyan 
University. 

Shanna Marie Cullen Car-
roll, Master of Arts, Forensic 
Psychology, California Baptist 
University.

Charlsie Rose Cunning-
ham, Bachelor of Arts, Native 
American Studies, University 
of Oklahoma.

Lawren Cunningham, Asso-
ciates of Applied Science, Ra-
diologic Technologist, Indian 
Capitol Technology Center/
Connors State College, Okla. 

Dana Louise Daylight, 
Bachelor’s Science Organiza-
tional Leadership-Business, 
Rogers State University, Okla. 
“l would like to express how 
thankful I am to the Osage 
Nation for making this schol-
arship possible. I was able to 
fulfill my dream of attaining 
my Bachelor’s of Science de-
gree in Organizational Lead-
ership with a Business Focus 
and my Associates Degree in 
Native American Studies with 
a Leadership focus.”

Sarah Suzanne Dechant, 
Master of Science Occupation-
al Therapy University of Kan-
sas Medical Center, Kan.

Amy Louise Dobbins, Asso-
ciates of Science, Business Ad-
ministration, Bacone College, 
Okla.

Autumn Rose Dowdy, Bach-
elor of Fine Arts Photography 
Sam Houston State Univer-
sity, Texas

Morgan Nicole Earp, Associ-
ate of Science and Bachelor of 
Arts, Criminal Justice, Politi-
cal Science, and Pre-Law, Ar-
kansas Tech University.

Felicia Evans, Bachelor of 
Applied Science, Human Ser-
vices Washburn University, 
Kan.

Kate Finn, Juris, Doctor 
(J.D.) and Masters in Public 
Administration (Dual Degree), 
University of Colorado Law 
School.

Marissa Gonzales, Bachelor 
of Science Elementary Educa-

tion, University of New Mexi-
co.

Michele Guinn, Bachelors of 
Science, Nutritional Science, 
San Jose State University, Ca-
lif.

Dixie Lauren Gunselman, 
Bachelor of Science, General 
Studies, University of Central 
Oklahoma.

Lauren Ashley Guzman, 
Bachelor of Arts, Public Rela-
tions, University of Oklahoma.

Zachary David Haverkamp, 
Bachelor of Science, Chemi-
cal Engineering, Kansas State 
University.

Yasaman Joan Hemmat, 
Doctorate of Medicine, Medi-
cine Carver College of Medi-
cine, University of Iowa.

Eric T. Henderson, Bachelor 
of Science, Biomedical Engi-
neering, University of Oklaho-
ma.

Cortney Hicks, Associate of 
Science, Pre-Medicine, North-
ern Oklahoma College, Okla.

Blake Hicks, Bachelor’s of 
Education,  Exercise Science, 
Pittsburgh State University, 
Kan.

Amber Hunt, Bachelor of 
Arts, Linguistics, Political Sci-
ence, Japanese, University of 
Arizona.

Mallary Dawn Jackson, 
Bachelor of Science, Psychol-
ogy, Capella University, Minn.

Sarah Kathryn Jackson, 
Bachelor of Science, Journal-
ism, University of Missouri.

Hillary Brianne Johnson, 
Doctor of Dental Surgery 
(DDS), The University of Tex-
as Health Science Center at 
Houston School of Dentistry.

Sylvia Kelderman, Bachelor 
of Science, Human Resources, 
William Penn University, Iowa

Kendra Riddle Kieffer, Bach-
elor of Social Work, Northeast-
ern State University, Okla.

Hailey Vonn Kramer, Mas-
ter of Science Family Nurse 
Practitioner, Graceland Uni-
versity, Mo.

Hannah Leage, Bachelor of 
Arts, Integrated Marketing 
Communications Roosevelt 
University, Ill.

Brooklyn Ciera Long, Bach-
elor of Science, Human Ser-
vices with a concentration in 
High Risk Youth, Metropolitan 
State University of Denver.

John Paul Long III, Doctor-
ate of Medicine, University of 
Kansas School of Medicine.

Virginia Marie Long, 
Bachelor of Art, Speech-Lan-
guage-Hearing Sciences, The 
University of Kansas.

Maria Anna Luckert, Juris 
Doctorate, The University of 
Tulsa College of Law, Okla.

Shandi Elizabeth Elaine 
Mason, Associates in Applied 
Science Nursing, Rogers State 
University, Okla.

Jackson Nelson Mitchell, 
Master of Science, Earth Sci-
ence University of California, 
Santa Barbara.

Mitchell Morton, Bachelor of 
Arts, Neuroscience and Behav-
ior, Columbia University, N.Y.

Chelsea Murray, Bachelor of 
Science Health and Exercise 
Science, Colorado State Uni-
versity.

Courtney Renae Neff, Bach-
elor of Science, Psychology, 
Oklahoma State University.

Riley Jane Nelson, Bach-
elor of Science, Merchandising 
Management, Minor- Business 
& Entrepreneurship, Oregon 
State University.

Riley Peak, Bachelor of Arts, 
Creative Advertising Univer-
sity of Miami, Fla.

Katherine PeBenito, Bache-
lor of Fine Arts, Cooper Union 
for the Advancement of Sci-
ence and Art, New York City.

Dessa Annette Rentrop, 
Bachelor of Science, Food Sci-
ence and Human Nutrition- 
Dietetics, University of Hawaii 
at Mano.

Elizabeth Anne Revard, 
Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness and Bachelor of Arts in 
International Studies Univer-
sity of Missouri.

Kaylee Rice, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, Environmental, Soil, and 
Water Science, Minor in Sus-
tainability, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, Arkansas.

Sharen Richardson, Bach-

elor of Science in Health and 
Wellness, Kaplan University, 
Iowa. 

Heather Marie Robinson, 
Master of Science, Advanced 
Practice Nursing in Acute 
Care, University of Texas 
Health Science Center at 
Houston.

Molly Shannon, Master of 
Science, Gerontology, Univer-
sity of Indianapolis.

Cayla Rosanne Shaver, 
Bachelor of Science, Comput-
er Science, University of San 
Francisco.

 Junitress JoAnn Smith, As-
sociates of Science, Business 
Administration, Bacone Col-
lege, Okla.

Matthew A. Soudan, Bach-
elor of Science, Human Phys-
iology Chemistry Minor, 
University of Oregon.

Ashley Steele, Master of Sci-
ence, Energy Legal Studies 
Oklahoma City University.

Dillon Sutton, Bachelor of 
Arts, International Relations, 
St. Mary’s University San An-
tonio, Texas.

Dr. Sarah Louise Tielke, Ed-

ucational Psychology, Coun-
seling Psychology, Oklahoma 
State University.

Carsen Tinker, Associate 
of Arts, Psychology, Western 
Wyoming Community College.

Nicholas James Tinker, Doc-
tor of Pharmacy, Pharmacy, 
University of Colorado. 

Julianna Devon Weldon, 
Bachelor of Science, Physics, 
Texas State University.

Summer 2016
Tiffany Cherie Whitehorn-

Baker, Bachelor of Science, 
Information Technology, Cy-
ber Security, Homeland Secu-
rity & Emergency Services & 
Computer Forensics, Colorado 
State University.

Attalia Nakesha-Marie 
Gray, International Masters 
of Business Administration 
IE Business School, Madrid, 
Spain.

Justin Wayne Frazier, Mas-
ters of Science, Biological and 
Agricultural Engineering, 
Kansas.

 Melissa Sue Kizziar, Bach-
elor of Science, Psychology 

Minor Substance Abuse and 
Addiction Counseling, North-
western Oklahoma State Uni-
versity.

Mario Lago, Bachelor of 
Arts, School of Business, Ari-
zona State University.

Rebekah Marceau, Bach-
elor of Science, Nursing Salish 
Kootenai College, Mont.

Chelsea Marie Musco, As-
sociate of Arts, Nursing, Mira 
Costa College, Calif.

Leo Thomas Smith, Bach-
elor of Science / Mechanical 
Engineering, Auburn Univer-
sity, Ala.

Megan Brianna Miller, 
Bachelor of Administration, 
Integrated Marketing Com-
munications, San Diego State 
University.

Rachel Seig, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, Organizational Science, 
minor Psychology, University 
of Idaho.

Lt. Larry J. Carmichael 
MSOL, BS, AA, Associates of 
Art, Ministry, The Salvation 
Army College for Officer Train-
ing at Crestmont Calif.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

The Osage Nation Election workers get ready to announce the 2016 Osage Nation election results in front of the 
Osage Nation Congressional Chambers on June 6.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Osage Congressional candidate Rebekah Horsechief greets voters and visitors at her candidate campsite on 
June 6.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

A crowd gathers in front of the Osage Nation Congressional Chambers before the 2016 Osage Nation election 
results are announced on June 6.

        Scenes from the

Congressional Election
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Osage Culture

I’n Lo’n Schka
Charles Red Corn
Osage News

Charles Red Corn

Osages of the past kept an oral 
history as a way of passing down 
the story of our history and who 
we are from one generation to the 
next generation. That oral his-
tory included long and detailed ac-
counts of ceremonies.

For some time now there has 
been an effort to translate that 
oral history into printed words.

One chapter of Osage Oral His-
tory tells of a Great Flood that 
forced the People to seek the safety 
of higher ground, and how the dis-
organization of fleeing the floodwa-
ters caused the People to become 
divided into several villages.    

The creation of the Osage Clans 
tells of organization of the Osage 
People that Osages from long ago 
found in nature.

One of the most important and 
enduring experiences of Osage life 
that remains alive and well in to-
day’s world is the I’n Lo’n Schka 
Dance.

At this point in Osage history 
the three I’n Lo’n Schka Dances 
take place at the center of the 
three traditional Osage districts 
known as Grayhorse, Hominy and 
Pawhuska and last four days.

The I’n Lo’n Schka Drum came 
from the Sioux and was given to 
the Ponca Tribal and to the Kaw 
Nation. The Ponca and Kaw then 
gave an I’n Lo’n Schka Drum to 
each of the three Osage districts.

The sound of the three Osage 
I’n Lo’n Schka Drums have been 
heard for generations and those 
Drums have become an important 
part of the lives of Osage People. 
The songs danced to are from the 
distant past and some of the songs 
are from this century and the 
food served during the dance is  
traditional.

It has been called the Dance of 
the Oldest Son. The Oldest Son 
is joined by his family and the  
community.

The People set aside the month 
of June and many of the People 
travel great distances to be part  
of it. 

In the distant past a Crier would 
walk through a village while call-
ing out the information of the day. 
In today’s world the Crier, still 
holding an Eagle Fan, calls out the 

same information, that it is time to 
come to the I’n Lo’n Schka ground. 
It is time to dance.

In today’s world a young man who 
is the Drum Keeper is escorted with 
his Committee to the Dance Arbor. 
The Drum Keeper and his Commit-
tee are met by the Whip Man who 
leads the Drum Keeper and his 
Committee to their seats under the 
arbor. When the three Drum Keep-
ers and their committees are seated 
the singers begin beating the drum.

Sometimes it is the singing of 
those songs from past generations of 
Indian People. The same songs that 
are as familiar today as they were to 
the People a century ago.     

There is a special feeling about 
this period, an emotion I have expe-
rienced nowhere else. Most Native 
and tribal groups, that I am famil-
iar with have meaningful traditions 
and events and special times in 
their tribe’s history to acknowledge 
and celebrate. For Osages that time 
is the I’n Lo’n Schka 

–––––––––
About the author: Charles H. Red 

Corn, Osage, is the author of “A Pipe for 
February” and various other published 
works. Red Corn received his B.A. in 
Psychology and his Masters of Educa-
tion Administration from Penn State. 
He is a veteran of the U.S. Army and 
resides with his wife Jeri in Norman, 
Okla. He is the Osage News culture  
columnist.

Free Summer Youth Photography 
Camp Scheduled for July 25-28

The Osage Nation 
Foundation is proud 
to announce the 
fifth annual Sum-
mer Youth Photog-
raphy Camp. Free 
to all participants, 
this year’s camp is 
scheduled for July 
25-28th with re-
turning instruc-
tor Sherry Stinson, 
an award-winning 
photographer from 
Bartlesville.

Participants will 
learn the basics of 
how to use their 
cameras, taking 
their images further during creative sessions in editing, art, painting, and more. 
Participants must provide their own digital camera. 

“These camps are a fantastic opportunity for children to explore and engage 
their minds in the creative arts,” said Stinson. “I’ve had the privilege of watching 
many of these youngsters grow up as they come back for camp every year, and 
each time, their abundant talent amazes me. It’s a joy to be their teacher.”

There are two sessions a day, broken down according to age. Children ages 
8-12 attend from 9 a.m.-noon and children 13-17 attend from 1-4 p.m. The camps 
are free and open to all children; however Osage members receive registration 
preference (validation of Osage membership is required). Registration deadline is 
July 18th and all participants must pre-register. To learn more or register, visit 
tiny.cc/ONFphotocamp.

The ONF Summer Youth Photography Camp will be held at the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Cultural Center located at 1449 W. Main in Pawhuska, OK. For 
more information about the Osage Nation Foundation Summer Camps, visit  
osagefoundation.org.

COURTESY PHOTO / Penny Adair

A beautiful Oklahoma sunset is captured by teenager, Penny 
Adair, during the Summer Youth Photography Camp hosted by 
the Osage Nation Foundation.



Osage News • osagenews.org June 2016 17COmmunity

JUNE 

June 16 – 19 
Hominy In-Lon-Schka 
June 17 – 19 
Iowa Tribal Powwow 
4 miles south of  
Perkins, Oklahoma
For more information 
contact (405) 614-5547

June 22
Chief James Bigheart 
Statue unveiling
10:30 a.m.

June 23 – 26 
Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka 

June 24 – 25 
17th Annual Miami 
Nation Powwow 
2319 W. Newman Road 
Miami, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact (918) 541-3131

June 24 – 26 
42nd Annual Tonkawa 
Tribal Powwow
Located 1 ½ mile South-
east of the city of Tonkawa
For more information 
contact (580) 628-2561

June 30 – July 3 
70th Annual Pawnee 
Indian Veterans Home-
coming Celebration 
Pawnee Memorial Field 
Pawnee, Oklahoma 
 

JULY
July 1 – 4 

144th Annual  
Quapaw Powwow 
For more information 
contact (918) 724-6403

July 4 –  
Observed Holiday 

Independence Day 
Offices Closed 

July 6 
Congressional  
Inauguration Day 
Skiatook Osage Casino 
Skiatook, Oklahoma 
10 a.m. 

July 14 – 17 
2016 Otoe – Missouria  
Encampment 
Red Rock, Oklahoma 

For more information 
contact (918) 636-8231

July 25-28
Free Summer Youth 
Photography Camp
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural  
Center, 1449 W. Main, 
Pawhuska, OK
Pre-registration required
Register at 
tiny.cc/ONFphotocamp
For more info, visit  
osagenationfoundation.org

July 29 – 31 
47th Annual Kihekah 
Steh Powwow 
Go west from Skiatook 
on Hwy 20 to 52nd W. 
Ave. (Javine Hill Rd.)
Turn north for 4.7 miles, 
turn west onto 193rd 
Rd. to dance grounds
Skiatook, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact (918) 637-4241

July 29 – 31 
66th Annual Oklahoma 
City Powwow Club 
Indian Hills Powwow 
For more information 
contact (405) 329-1049

July 30 – 31 
64th Annual  
Tulsa Powwow 
Cox Business Center 
100 Civic Center 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
For more information go 
to: www.tulsapowwow.org 
 

AUGUST
August 1-6 

American Indian Ex-
position est. 1935 
Caddo County 
Fairgrounds 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 
More information TBA 

August 12 – 14 
IICOT Powwow 
of Champions 
The Mabee Center 
7777 South Lewis 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact (918) 378-4494

August 25 – 28 

140th Annual Pon-

ca Celebration 

White Eagle Park 

White Eagle, Oklahoma 

 For more information 

contact (580) 763-0120

 

SEPTEMBER
September 5 –  

Observed Holiday 

Labor Day 

Offices Closed 

 

OCTOBER
October 10 –  

Observed Holiday 

Osage Day 

Offices Closed  

NOVEMBER 
November 11 –  

Observed Holiday 

Veterans Day 

Offices Closed 

November 24-25 –  

Observed Holiday

Thanksgiving Holiday 

Offices Closed 

DECEMBER
December 23-26 –  

Observed Holiday

Christmas Holiday 

Offices Closed 

December 30 

New Year’s Eve 

Offices Close at Noon

Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 

Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-

hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 

email sshaw@osagenews.org, 

or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 

sure to include event date, loca-

tion, email and Web address (if 

applicable) and a phone number 

where someone can be contact-

ed for validation if necessary. 

Deadline for the July 2016 issue 

is June 18, 2016.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Molly Danielle Williams 

graduated on May 13 from 
Hominy High School. She will 
attend Rogers State Univer-
sity in Claremore in the fall, 
where she will study account-
ing. She has been a Proud 
Hominy Buck since head 
start with Osage Nation/JOM 
through her senior year. She 
received the Academic Award 
for Outstanding Student in 
Band. She is president of the 
Student Council, has been in 
band since she was in middle 
school and has received nu-
merous awards. She is gradu-
ating with a 3.6 GPA. Her 
parents are Linda Arnold of 
Hominy, and Steve Williams 
of Tacoma, Wa. Her grand-
parents are Frances Merrell of 

Hominy, and Irma and Ches-
ter Williams from Federalway, 
Wa. 

Congratulations!
Sydney Hale received her 

Bachelor of Science in Mechan-
ical Engineering and Technol-
ogy from Texas A&M.

Congratulations!
Emily Wahpekeche gradu-

ated from Pawhuska High 
School on May 27. She is the 
daughter of Jennifer Boone 
Wahpekeche of Pawhuska and 
Justin Wahpekeche of Stillwa-
ter. She is the granddaughter 
of Danny and Linda Boone and 
Alan and Jeanne Wahpekeche. 

Emily is a member of the 
Osage Nation and is also of 

Molly Williams Sydney Hale Emily Wahpekeche

Otoe-Missouria and Kickapoo 
Tribal descent. 

In high school, Emily was 
the manager of the varsity 
football and basketball teams. 
She was also on the A and B 
Honor Rolls. She is a member 
of the First United Methodist 
Church of Pawhuska. 

Emily will be attending 
Northern Oklahoma College – 
Stillwater Campus in the fall 
to pursue a degree in Nursing.

Congratulations!
Molly Shannon graduated 

from the University of In-
dianapolis, Ind., in May. She 
earned a Master of Science in 
Gerontology.

Osage High School 
Graduates 2016
Barnsdall High School 

Trenton Cooper 
Katelin Gay 
Carina St. John 

Hominy High School 
Ravyn Bevard 
McKinley Burnett 
Bryce Cobb 
Alexander DeRoin 
Dakota Doyle 
Austin Holloway 
Matthew Jones 
Emily Lookout 
Christian Supernaw 
Leah Waller 
Molly Williams 

Pawhuska High School 
Loryn Big Eagle 
Lance Harden 
Genie Herren 
Victoria Jech 
Jacob Lessert 
Corbin Lockman 
Genny Maker-Long 

Laban Miles IV 
Tahlee “T.J” Redcorn 
Robert Tiller 
Emily Wahpekeche  
James “J.R.” Young 

Shidler High School 
Kourtney Brown 

Skiatook High School 
Grant Appelberg 
Lexi Dickson 
Brook Fugate 
Skylar Higgins
Dalton Murillo 
Hunter Ross 

Woodland High School 
Julz Brown 
Hailey Holloway 
Jason Gage McKinney 
Harleigh Moore 
Madeline Pennington 
Gage Price 
Bridget Rogers

       
 Scenes from the

Congressional 
Election

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

RJ Walker is congratulated after the 2016 Osage Nation election results 
were announced outside of the Osage Nation Congressional Chambers 
on June 6.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

The White/Redeagle family takes photos of the election result printout 
outside of the Osage Nation Congressional Chambers on June 6.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

Osage voters cast ballots at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center on June 6.



OSAGE NATION JOBS: 
To apply for a position with 
the Osage Nation go to www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/opportu-
nities/job-listings/application-
form. You are welcome to attach 
a resume and/or cover letter in 
addition. Please note that all 
applicants tentatively selected 
for employment with the Osage 
Nation will be required to sub-
mit to a urinalysis to screen for 
illegal drug use. Employment 
will be contingent upon said 
drug test results. Osage / Veter-
an / Indian Preference is consid-
ered. Verification of preference 
must be included with applica-
tion. For questions please con-
tact Taryn Crawford, Osage 
Nation Employee Recruitment 
Specialist, at (918) 287-5445 or 
email tcrawford@osagenation-
nsn.gov.

Classifieds
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Dr. Edward Chorette
Memorial services for Dr. 

Edward Lewis Chorette, age 
65, of Monroe, LA, have been 
scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday, 
May 12, 2016 at First United 
Methodist Church in Bastrop. 
Visitation will be held from 4 
p.m. until 6 p.m. Thursday.

Dr. Chorette, a proud mem-
ber of the Osage Nation tribe 
and U.S. Army veteran (1969-
1975), passed away Sunday, 
May 8, 2016 at St. Francis 
Medical Center in Monroe, LA. 
He was an undergraduate of 
Oklahoma State University, 
a graduate of the University 
of Alabama Medical School 
and served his internship and 
residency at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital (Memphis, TN). He 
then began his medical career 
with 10 years of private prac-
tice, 17 years as Medical Di-
rector and an emergency room 
doctor at Morehouse General 
Hospital ER (specializing in 
internal medicine) and 9 years 
as Coroner for Morehouse 
Parish. He also worked many 
years serving clinics and Fed-
eral and State Prisons. 

Dr. Chorette is preceded in 
death by his parents Edward 
Reid and Ruth Helen Dotson 
Chorette.

He is survived by his loving 
wife, Carol Chorette, whom he 
married 38 years ago in Puerto 
Rico and with whom he recent-
ly renewed vows again with 
in Puerto Rico after 30 years. 
He also leaves behind his 
children, Zona Lofaso of Ba-
ton Rouge, LA, Leigh Lumley 

of Flower Mound, TX, Tripp 
Chorette and wife Miranda of 
Bastrop, LA, Kristin Chorette, 
of Monroe, LA; grandchildren, 
Matthew, Megan, and Zachary 
Lofaso, Ian and Adam Lum-
ley, Annie Chorette, and Blair 
Chorette; sister, Carol Field 
of Guthrie, OK; and niece, 
Gretchen Hanna and husband 
Steve, and their children, Mor-
gan and Brendon Hanna.

In lieu of flowers the fam-
ily requests that donations 
be made to a Cancer organi-
zation of the donors choice. 
For more information, visit: 
http://goldenfh.com/trib-
ute/details/2223/Dr-Ed-
ward-Chore t t e/obi tuary .
html#tribute-start 

Lewis Drexil Wofford
Our beloved brother Lewis 

Drexil Wofford passed from 
this earth on Saturday, May 
7, 2016 at Southwest Medi-
cal Center in Oklahoma City. 
Lewis had reached the age  
of 21.

A memorial service will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Friday, June 
10, 2016 at the First Osage 
Baptist Church in Fairfax 
with Rev. George Weston of-
ficiating. Arrangements are 
under the direction of Hunsa-
ker-Wooten Funeral Home of 
Fairfax, OK.

Lewis was born in Ponca 
City, OK on Aug. 13, 1994 
to Hillary Dawn Drexil and 
Stanley ‘’Tony’’ Smith. He 

Dr. Edward Chorette

Lewis Wofford

Janitor – Pawhuska Tribal 
Works – High School gradu-
ate or GED required. At least 
6 months experience in Janito-
rial field preferred. Must have 
knowledge of floor cleaning and 
buffing machines. Requires 
standing and walking for pro-
longed periods of time. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Temp Work HR Temp – If in-
terested in temp work, please 
submit an online application at 
https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/
application-form. Submitting 
your application to the temp 
pool will place you in the skill 
set category. Temporary work 
will be available as needed. Reg-
ular Temporary Time. Salary: 
$13.00/hr. 

is preceded in death by his 
grandparents Francis and 
Bobbie Drexil, parents Hillary 
and Stanley, and one brother 
Gregory Wofford.

Lewis is survived by his sis-
ter Elizabeth Irons of Okla-
homa City, brother Nathaniel 
(Alex) Wofford of Stillwater, 
brother Jonas Shunkamolah 
of Pawnee, cousin Junitress 
Freeman of Hominy, uncle 
John and aunt Faith Drexil of 
Fairfax, aunt Adrienne Drexil 
of Tulsa, aunt Kim, uncle Don, 
and cousin Megan Medley of 
Missouri, and a host of other 
friends and relatives.

Lewis attended high school 
at Woodland High in Fairfax 
as well as Jenks High School 
where he lived with his Aunt 
Adrienne. Lewis got in touch 
with his artistic abilities 
while at Jenks and learned to 
love drawing and pottery. He 
was also in Boy Scouts in his 
younger years.

Lewis was a proud Osage 
and Pawnee tribal member, 
and was eager to learn more 
about his cultural traditions 
and heritage.

Lewis enjoyed playing video 
games in his spare time. He 
also loved to eat! He was a fan 
of the OU Sooners and Oklaho-
ma City Thunder. He was also 
a big fan of wrestling thanks 
to his brothers Alex and Greg. 
Lewis liked listening to all 
kinds of music and would often 
be seen with his earphones in, 
jamming to his favorite You-
Tube videos.

Lewis was a happy guy and 
would usually be seen laugh-
ing and smiling. He made 
friends wherever he went 
and people loved to be around 
him. We will cherish the great 
memories we had with him 
and he will live on through 
those memories.

The family of Lewis would 
like to thank everyone who 
sent kind words and condo-
lences during this difficult 
time. May God Bless You All!

Online condolences can be 
done at www.hunsakerwooten-
funeralhome.com.

Champions for Change
applications now being accepted
Press Release

The Center for Native 
American Youth, a policy pro-
gram at the Aspen Institute, 
is accepting nominations and 
applications for its Champions 
for Change leadership devel-
opment program. 

Champions for Change, in-
spired by a White House ini-
tiative, is an annual youth 
recognition program spot-
lighting positive stories in 
Indian Country; promoting 
hope among Native American 
youth; and developing young 
tribal, state and national  
leaders.

“Being recognized as a 
Champion for Change connect-

ed me with other Native youth 
leaders across tribal nations,” 
said Vanessa Goodthunder, 
2016 Champion for Change. 
“My connection to the Center 
for Native American Youth 
and their network continues to 
help me develop my leadership 
efforts.” 

The CNAY is soliciting both 
nominations and applications 
directly from Native youth and 
community members. Tribal 
leaders, teachers, coaches, 
school administrators, par-
ents, Native youth and others 
can nominate young Native 
leaders ages 14-22 who are 
making positive impacts in 
their tribal or urban Indian 
communities. CNAY will con-

tact nominees and invite them 
to submit full applications. 
Youths can also submit the 
Champions for Change appli-
cations on their own without 
nominations. Candidates must 
complete their applications by 
Nov. 15. 

CNAY officials will an-
nounce the 2017 class in De-
cember and bring them to 
Washington, D.C., in February 
for events with tribal leaders, 
policymakers and other key 
stakeholders to be recognized 
for their leadership efforts. 

Two Cherokee Nation citi-
zens have been named Cham-

Courtesy Photo/The Aspen Institute

Retired U.S. Senator Byron Dorgan, founder and chairman of the Center for Native American Youth, hosted a 
panel discussion February 23 to announce the 2016 Champions for Change, pictured here.

wIllaRd
–from Page 5

See chaMPIOns
—Continued  on Page 19

     
Scenes from the

Congressional Election

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

2016 Osage Nation Princess Alissa Hamilton takes a photo of the election 
result printout outside of the Osage Nation Congressional Chambers on 
June 6.

happy with his journey so far,” Waffle said. “He has done a 

great job of balancing work, family and training.” 

Willard continued training and went back to the 2016 

event and came out a winner. He fought Fireman Quan 

Hoang from Tulsa. He won with a standing TKO and left 

with a Championship belt. 

The event was held in Tulsa at the BOK Center on Sat-

urday, April 30, with 15 firemen and 15 policemen from 

Oklahoma competing. The final outcome of the event was 

Smoke 7 and Guns 5, with both winning money for their 

charity. The police officers won 10-5 out of 15 fights and 

won $21,000 for Special Olympics and won $14,000 for 

burn camp

Oklahoma Firefighter Burn Camp helps children who 

suffer major burns and other traumatic injuries that cause 

disfiguration and disabilities. The camp helps teach them 

how to cope with their injuries. 

Special Olympics Oklahoma is a year round sports 

training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic 

type sports for children and adults with intellectual dis-

abilities, giving them opportunities to develop physical fit-

ness and demonstrate courage and experience the joy of 

participating. 

“I watched his fight via live stream this year. He has a 

lot of passion and heart and I am very proud of him. He 

worked hard and went back again. What impressed me 

was he was not doing it for personal gain but for charity,” 

said ON Police Chief Nick Williams. “I am very proud of 

all Native people who have a passion for the sport.” 

Willard, 29, is from Newkirk and Blackwell. He is a 

member of the Kaw Nation and has served in the Army 

Reserves for five years. He said his biggest inspiration was 

his Uncle Joe Kekabah for joining the armed forces and 

going into law enforcement. Williard has been married 

to his wife Kristi for 10 years and has two daughters. He 

got his fighting name “Sweet Dreams” from the tattoo of a 

dream catcher on his arm. 

His next fight will be in July at the First Council Casino 

in Newkirk. To learn more about Smoke and Guns visit 

their website at: http://www.918fullyinvolved.com.
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Without ReservationsLetters to 
the Editor

OpiniOn

June 18th is the
deadline for all submissions 

for the July issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Grant same-sex Osages the right 
to be married in ON Trial Court

I was heartened to see a half page sto-
ry in May Osage News about passage of 
the same sex marriage bill. However, I 
was disappointed to read that it passed 
with an amendment that disallowed 
same sex marriages performed in the 
Osage jurisdiction. RJ Walker’s justi-
fication in opposing the bill was that 
“we’re all a product of our genetics and 
our upbringing. I don’t support same 
sex marriages.” Congressman Norris, 
on the other hand, although he is Cath-
olic, said it was his job to take care of 
all Osage people. He voted yes to give 
same sex marriages the same tribal 
benefits and recognition as opposite 
sex couples. I grew up in a time when 
prejudiced attitudes toward those of us 
who are attracted to our own sex was 
such that I had to hide my attractions. 
I had to pretend I was “straight” in 
order to find acceptance. Those times 
are past for me. I am proudly married 
to my husband and now recognized as 
such by my Osage tribe. My upbringing 
would have required me to hide in the 
shadows of society until the end of my 
days. Fortunately, for myself and other 
gay men, my country finally recognizes 
my marriage as equal in the eyes of the 
law. Are some Osages to be considered 
less than equal by their tribe? Con-
gressman Shaw’s amendment denying 
same sex couples the right to be mar-
ried in ON courts is a sad reflection on 
our tribe’s commitment to equality for 
all Osage citizens. It would appear our 
tribe is captive to prejudicial attitudes 
that no longer have a place in the larg-
er society and should not in the Osage 
tribe. My husband and I have been to-
gether for 29 years and our marriage 
is not less than that of Shaw or Norris, 
nor the other congresspersons who vot-
ed against ONCA-1554. Please rescind 
this amendment and grant all Osages 
the same courtesy and recognition by 
our tribe.

–Julian Spalding  
(Julian Trumbly descendant)

Ashland, OR

Effective Leadership  
in Osage County

I would like to thank and commend 
the recent positive action taken by 
the Assistant Attorney General of the 
Osage Nation, Jeff Jones, and his insti-
gation of the recent legal proceedings 
concerning the Rick Holt situation. 
This endeavor protects the accused, 
the victim, and all the people of Osage 
County, native and non-native alike.

Proactive leadership exhibited in 
this instance is exactly the type of 
leadership needed in these uncertain 
times. 

–Richard W. Luttrell, Jr.
Pawhuska, OK

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

pions of Change. In the inaugural 2013 
class, Cierra Fields, of Fort Gibson, 
Oklahoma, was name one. In 2014, 
Elizabeth Burns, of Claremore, earned 
the honor.

Past champions have met with Cabi-
net secretaries, Supreme Court jus-
tices, members of Congress and White 
House staff, among others. Following 
their recognition, champions will take 
part in a yearlong leadership develop-
ment curriculum, where they’ll be ex-
posed to new opportunities to advocate 
for Native youth.

“The Champions for Change pro-
gram not only recognizes Native youth 
doing critical work in their communi-
ties, but these young people help other 
Native youth across the country drive a 
new narrative – one that focuses on the 
strength and resilience of our youth,” 
CNAY Executive Director Erik Steg-
man said. “We invite tribal leaders, 
teachers, peers and others to identify 
positive youth-led work and nominate 
those youth for our program, so that 
we can lift up those youth and their in-
credible stories.”

The CNAY is dedicated to improving 
the health, safety and overall well-be-
ing of Native American youth through 

communication, policy development 

and advocacy. Founded by former U.S. 

Sen. Byron Dorgan in 2011, it is a poli-

cy program within the Aspen Institute, 

headquartered in Washington, D.C. 

For more information, visit www.cnay.

org. 

The Aspen Institute is an education-

al and policy studies organization with 

a mission to foster leadership based on 

enduring values and to provide a non-

partisan venue for dealing with criti-

cal issues. For more information, visit 

www.aspeninstitute.org. 
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