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District Judge rules 
Osage Agency
violated the NEPA 
with Chaparral leases
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Northern Oklahoma District Chief Judge Gregory Friz-
zell ruled the Bureau of Indian Affairs Osage Agency did 
not follow the National Environmental Policy Act when 
it approved two oil and gas leases in 2014 for Chaparral 
Energy, LLC.

Frizzell issued his ruling Dec. 21 in David P. Hayes, 
Trustee for the Paul B. Hayes Family Trust, Dated April 
30, 2010 v. Chaparral Energy, LLC; United States of 
America; Department of Interior and Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs. The ruling makes null and void two permits to drill 
from Chaparral Energy from April 29, 2014, and June 11, 
2014. Chaparral Energy is one of the few companies still 
drilling in the Osage.

According to the ruling: “In sum, the BIA’s approval of 
the Chaparral drilling permits violated NEPA for two in-
dependent reasons. First, the agency did not prepare a 
new EA [environmental assessment] for the action, nor 
did it follow the procedures necessary rely on the 1979 EA. 
Second, even if the agency had followed the proper proce-
dures, its reliance on the 1979 EA, without supplementa-
tion, was arbitrary and capricious. For these reasons, the 
court declares the drilling permits void ab initio.”

Void ab initio means, void from the beginning. To what 

See nePa
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Federal Judge orders accounting to 
Osage headright holders in Fletcher case
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Northern Oklahoma Dis-
trict Chief Judge Gregory Friz-
zell ordered the United States 
to account to Osage headright 
holders in the 13-year-old 
Fletcher case.

“This is historic,” said Jason 
Aamodt, lead attorney for Wil-
liam Fletcher. “This is the first 
time in a century the United 
States has been ordered to ac-
count to the members of the 
Osage tribe.”

The 27-page opinion and 
order was issued Dec. 30 by 
Frizzell and orders the United 
States to give an accounting 
of the Osage tribal trust ac-
count prior to its distribution 
to headright owners. The ac-
counting is to go back to the 
first payment quarter of 2002 
and span to the most recent 
payment quarter of this year.

The U.S. argued that the 
Osage tribal trust account is 
held in trust for the Osage Na-
tion and that individual head-
right holders were not entitled 
to an accounting. Frizzell dis-
agreed.

The Osage tribal trust ac-
count in the U.S. Treasury is 
where the royalty money from 

the Osage Mineral Estate is 
held before it is distributed 
to headright holders by direct 
check or transfers to Individ-
ual Indian Money (IIM) ac-
counts.

William S. Fletcher, et al. v. 
The United States of America 
was first filed in 2002 over 
the tribal voting rights of 
non-headright holders. The 
case later evolved into an ac-
tion against the government’s 
alleged wrongful distribu-
tion of Osage royalty income 

to non-Osages and its failure 
to account to headright own-
ers, according to the order. 
The case has seen seven dis-
missals, three amended com-
plaints, a first and second 
successful appeal to the U.S. 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals 
and the Court of Appeals sent 
it back to Frizzell.

The Fletcher case was certi-
fied as a class-action lawsuit in 
2014 and has more than 5,000 

Osage News File Photo

William Fletcher and the late Charles Pratt, plaintiffs for the Fletcher case. 
Federal Chief Judge Gregory Frizzell ordered the United States to ac-
count to Osage headright holders.

Osage Congress 
and Chief ’s  
Office work 
on new 
Membership 
Law together
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Fourth Osage 
Nation Congress and 
Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear are 
in agreement: the mem-
bership law needed an 
update.

What started out as a 
contentious debate be-
tween the two branches 
settled into a compro-
mise bill that is ONCA 
16-16. The bill, spon-
sored by Congresswom-
an Shannon Edwards, 
is an amendment to the 
original Membership 
Law and a restatement 
of Congressional au-
thority of the member-
ship roll. Standing Bear 
signed the bill into law 
Dec. 14.

“I’m pleased that the 
bill was signed into law. 
I think it establishes 
a framework for the 
membership applica-
tion process, obtaining 
membership cards, re-
linquishment, removal, 
reenrollment, there 
were a lot of things that 

See MeMbershIP
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Charles 
Red Corn’s 
‘A Pipe for 
February’ 
to be made 
into feature 
motion 
picture 
Osage News

Charles Red Corn’s “A Pipe 
for February” is to be made 
into a feature motion picture. 

The adapted screenplay, 
written by Osage director 
Scott Javine and executive 
produced by Yancey Red Corn 
and Jim Gray, tells the story 
of John Grayeagle’s experienc-
es during the Osage oil boom 
and subsequent ‘Reign of Ter-
ror.’ The story weaves through 
Osage history, the people’s 
newfound wealth, the unscru-
pulous characters who seek it 
and the culture, education and 
traditions that make up the 
Osage people. 

“Although our goal for ‘A 
Pipe for February’ is to tell an 
entertaining and satisfying 
film narrative, it provides a 
chance to do much more. The 
‘reign of terror’ is familiar to 
the Osage people, but it re-
mains largely unknown to the 
outside world. The opportu-
nity is here to produce a film 
that not only shows our strug-

gle and drama of the 1920s, 
but also one that ‘educates by 
entertainment’ and enlightens 
other historical aspects of the 
Osage people,” said Yancey 
Red Corn, Executive Producer 
and son of author Charles Red 
Corn. “It is my father’s hope 
that this book would one day 
be made into a film, our goal 
is to make a movie worthy of 
my father’s vision and put it on 
the screen.”

Set in 1924 Pawhuska, John 
Grayeagle, his family and 
friends try to escape a life or 
death situation from individu-
als preying on Osage wealth. 
Their decisions have far-
reaching impact on the Osage 
people.

“The white man does not 
swoop in to save the day in ‘A 

Pipe for February.’ The film is 
the all too rare story where the 
Indians are not Hollywood ste-
reotypes,” said Gray, former 
Principal Chief of the Osage 
Nation and Executive Produc-
er. “These Native Americans 
are not the war paint-wearing 
bad guys; the sad, down trod-
den, persecuted underdog or 
the idiot, mono-syllabic com-
edy relief. In the novel and 
screenplay, the Indian char-
acters are educated citizens. 
These are definitely not typi-
cal movie Indians and are very 
unique because of it.”

Javine, Osage, has been 
a professional in the movie 
and television industry for 30 

Photo by Ryan Red Corn

Screenplay written by Osage director Scott Javine, and executive produced by Yancey Red Corn and Jim Gray. 
Here, all three men stand with Osage author and Osage News columnist Charles Red Corn.

Courtesy Photo

Charles Red Corn’s, “A Pipe for Feb-
ruary,” to be made into a feature 
motion picture.



2 January 2016 Osage News • osagenews.org

619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056
(918) 287-5668

www.osagenews.org

Editor
Shannon Shaw Duty

Reporter
Benny Polacca

Features / Multimedia Reporter
Tara Madden

Editorial Assistant
Chalene Toehay-Tartsah

Osage News Editorial 
Board Members

Jerri Jean Branstetter
Lu King

Teresa Trumbly Lamsam

See FIve-Man case
—Continued  on Page 3

Five Osage families
receive new computers 
for Christmas
Tara Madden
Osage News

Osage Nation Police Depart-
ment’s Investigator Mike An-
derson has participated in the 
North Pole Project for the past 
four years. The program dis-
tributes refurbished comput-
ers to families in need during 
the Christmas season. 

The North Pole project be-
gan in 2003 by the late retired 
Tulsa Police officer Glenn De-
Weese, founder of PC Power. 
DeWeese began building com-
puters for children in need at 
Christmas time. The program 
to date has provided comput-
ers for more than 1,000 fami-
lies since established. This 
year 150 children received 
computers for Christmas. The 
program is being run by an-
other retired police officer of 
Tulsa, Karen Ford.

Marilyn Booth, one of last 
year’s computer recipients, 
was ecstatic about the gift last 
year and said the refurbished 
computer has come in handy. 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

ONPD Investigator Mike Anderson gives the Raper family their new computer from the North Pole Project on 
Dec. 21.

“It has been awesome in 
helping with their reports and 
homework that they have had 
for school. Again, I am very 
grateful for the computer and 
it has been very beneficial to 
our family!” Booth said. “We 
are very blessed to have re-
ceived the computer from their 
program. Thank you and God 
bless all of our Policemen and 
women!” 

Police officers distributed 
the computers to their new 
owners a week before Christ-
mas. The officers delivered the 
computers to Tulsa, Jenks, 
Broken Arrow, Sapulpa and 
Sand Springs police depart-
ments, along with Cherokee 
Nation and Osage Nation.

Anderson went to Tulsa’s 
Fraternal Order of Police 
Lodge to collect the computers 
that were to be distributed in 
Osage County on Dec. 21. An-
derson immediately began de-
livering the computers to their 
new homes.

Five families in Osage Coun-

ty received computers from the 
project this year.

The recipients of this year’s 
gift were as follows:

• Zachary Elsberry 
and his 10-year-old 
son from Fairfax. 

• Leah Bighorse and her 

four children and niece and 
nephew from Pawuska. 

• Mary Hynes and her 11-
year old granddaughter  
from Hominy. 

• Mary Evans and her two 
sons from Skaitook. 

• Richard Raper and his son 

and daughter from  

Pawhuska 

For more information about 

The North Pole Computer 

Project and PC power visit 

www.TulsaPCPower.org. 

Three to face trial;
one plea deal reached 
in missing Pawhuska
village money case
Osage News

One defendant is taking a plea deal and the other three de-
fendants are scheduled for February 2016 trials in the missing 
Pawhuska Indian Village money cases against the four former 
Five-Man Board members.

Assistant Attorney General Jeff Jones said Frank Redcorn 
agreed to the plea deal, which calls for Redcorn to pay $2,090 in 
restitution costs. The other three defendants Theodore Brunt, 
Joe Don Mashunkashey and Kenneth “K.C.” Bills are scheduled 
for two-day non-jury trials on Feb. 9 and 10 in Osage Nation 
Trial Court.

The latest case updates come after the four men had Dec. 2 
court dates setting the non-jury trials, which will be held before 
presiding ON Associate Trial Court Judge Lee Stout. In the four 
cases against the defendants, the ON Attorney General’s office 
filed numerous counts of misusing public funds in regards to a 
2012 ON Office of Fiscal Performance and Review audit report 
that stated over $806,000 in village revenue is accounted for.

According to the September 2012 OFPR audit report, the 
Pawhuska village received just over $857,000 from its rental 
lease with Osage Casino and its predecessor Osage Million Dol-
lar Elm Casino for the period between November 2008 and July 
2012.

The OFPR auditing staff attempted to audit the village financ-
es earlier that year, but Mashunkashey, who was the Five-Man 
Board chairman at the time, declined to participate. In its re-
port, the OFPR said Mashunkashey was the sole board member 
responsible for the village’s bank account at the time; that about 
$50,000 of village money was spent on residential electric bills 
(with over $12,244 for Mashunkashey’s own residence) and board 
meetings were not held regularly. Mashunkashey resigned less 
than a week after the OFPR report was released, apologized to 
the community and said that he repaid the money used for his 
electric bills back to the bank.

In wake of the OFPR report, the AG’s office launched an inves-

Correction
In the December 2015 

issue of the Osage News, 
on page 23, Frances Wet-
selline was incorrectly 
identified as April Mitts. 
The Osage News regrets 
the error.

ON Congress passes Osage 
Village Reaffirmation Act

A new Osage Nation Con-
gressional law reaffirms the 
relationship between the three 
Osage villages and the re-
formed ON government.

On Dec. 15, the Fourth ON 
Congress voted unanimously 
to support ONCA 16-17, which 
is “The Osage Village Reaf-
firmation Act” (sponsored by 
Congressman RJ Walker) and 
seeks “to reaffirm the relation-
ship between the Osage Na-
tion and the Osage Villages 
(and) to recognize the resolu-
tions approved by the 21st 
Osage Tribal Council and the 
(U.S.) Department of Interior.”

The act applies to the three 
historical villages in the Osage 
Nation, which become major 
cultural hubs each June as 
Osages gather at each village 
for the four-day In-Lon-Schka 
dances. Many Osages and their 
families live in the villages 
year-round with village com-
mittees (also called Five-Man 
Boards) who are responsible 
for the upkeep, maintenance 
and properties on the village 
lands.

The Pawhuska Indian Vil-

lage Five-Man Board proposed 
a similar bill last year seeking 
to have its own ordinances for 
village residents and to better-
handle nuisance issues such 
as trash dumping, broke-down 
vehicles and abandoned dilapi-
dated homes. That legislation 
was tabled and the Pawhuska 
board started working on an-
other similar bill and asked 
the Hominy and Grayhorse vil-
lage boards to also support the 
bill ONCA 16-17.

According to ONCA 16-17: 
“Amendments to village con-
stitutions and bylaws (previ-
ously) required approval by 
the Osage Tribal Council and 
the Superintendent. Due to 
changes in the 2004 (feder-
al) Osage Reaffirmation Act, 
amendments to village consti-
tutions and bylaws shall be 
approved by the Osage Nation 
Congress and signed by the 
Principal Chief.”

Pawhuska village Vice 
Chairman Ryan RedCorn said 
the bill serves as a mechanism 
to allow the villages to have 
their own ordinances once 
the legislative and executive 

branches OK any proposed or-
dinances brought forth from 
the village committees. Red-
Corn also said the bill clears 
up “mudiness” on where the 
villages stand in the reformed 
government structure and in-
tends to formalize the process 
on how the villages communi-
cate with the Nation.

Paula Stabler, chairwoman 
for Pawhuska village, said the 
efforts are part of creating in-
frastructure for the village, 
and will give mandates and 
rules for living in the village. 
One worse-case scenario Sta-
bler raises is that without or-
dinances, crimes and nuisance 
issues will persist if people 
note that there are no ordi-
nances or rules regarding such 
behaviors.

After debate and discus-
sion on the bill, the Congress 
passed ONCA 16-17 and Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear signed the bill into law on 
Dec. 17.   

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News 

Members of the three Osage village Five-Man Boards (Grayhorse, Hominy and Pawhuska) meet on Dec. 2 in 
Hominy to discuss proposed legislation referred to as the “Osage Village Reaffirmation Act” that was passed by 
the Fourth Osage Nation Congress during its Dec. 15 special session. 

Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please 

mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-
hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@
osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the read-
er, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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The Fourth Osage Nation 
Congress approved a haz-
ard mitigation plan that has 
been submitted to the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency that will help 
the Nation apply for federal 
aid in the event of a disaster.

On Dec. 14, the Congress 
voted unanimously 10-0 to 
pass a resolution ONCR 16-
04 to support a hazard miti-
gation plan for the Nation. 
Congressman RJ Walker, 
the resolution sponsor, said 
the plan is intended to help 
the Nation in applying for 
grant assistance from FEMA 
in case of natural disasters 
occurring in the Nation.

According to the resolu-
tion, the Nation submitted 
a hazard mitigation plan 
to FEMA earlier this year, 
but per FEMA regulations, 
the local and tribal govern-
ments must formally adopt 
the plans as a condition of 
receiving certain types of as-
sistance.

ON Emergency Manage-
ment Office Director Bobby 
Tallchief said the Nation’s 
plan covers natural and 
seasonal hazards including 
flooding, which he noted has 
been a problem in Skiatook 
in recent years and other 
events such as tornadoes, 
and ice storms.

According to the FEMA 

website: “Mitigation is the 
effort to reduce loss of life 
and property by lessen-
ing the impact of disasters. 
State, tribal, and local gov-
ernments engage in haz-
ard mitigation planning to 
identify natural hazards 
that impact them, identify 
strategies and activities to 
reduce any losses from those 
hazards and establish a co-
ordinated approach to im-
plementing the plan, taking 
advantage of a wide range of 
resources. Mitigation plans 
are key to state, tribal, and 
local governments’ efforts to 
break the cycle of disaster 
damage, reconstruction, and 
repeated damage.” 

Wah-Zha-Zhi EcoPark in planning stages, partners with local entities 
Osage News

The Communities of Excel-
lence department, partnering 
with AmeriCorps and Ta-
Wa AmeriCorps programs, is 
working diligently to bring the 
concept of Wah-Zha-Zhi Eco-
Park to fruition.

A presentation given to the 
community on Dec. 16 by Blue 
Star Studios showed a park 
that would include a farmers 
market, demonstration gar-
dens to show tribal members 
how to plant traditional Osage 
crops; natural playgrounds 
made from the existing rocks 
and wood on site; food prepa-
ration demonstrations to show 
tribal members healthy food 
preparation; speakers corner; 
cultural demonstrations for 
outdoor classes; walking and 
jogging trails that weave in 
and out of the park; beautiful 
arrangements of native plant-
ings for aesthetic and calm-
ing purposes around sitting 
and relaxing areas; a possible 
storm water retention pond 
and overlook for visitors; open 
recreation areas for cultural 
sports; orchards and more. 

The park is also partner-
ing with the Euchee Butterfly 
Farm for a Butterfly Habitat 
Demonstration Garden.

The vision statement for the 
park is, “An accessible gath-
ering place dedicated to con-
necting community through 
recreation, environmental 
stewardship, cultural expres-
sion, healthy lifestyles, and 
promoting food sovereignty.”

According to the presenta-
tion, next steps include plan-
ning a Wah-Zha-Zhi EcoPark 
Planning and Advisory Coali-
tion, launching winter and 
spring projects such as new 
crops for Bird Creek Farms 
and Eco-Restoration and land 
management north of Bird 
Creek. 

Staff will also be working to 
attract vendors for a Farmers 
Market Program and devel-

oping a marketing campaign. 
They will also be developing a 
volunteer and docent program. 

The Communities of Excel-
lence received a $1.2 million 
grant from the Corporation 
for National and Community 
Service for the development of 
Wah-Zha-Zhi EcoPark on Aug. 
19 last year.

For more information about 
the project contact the Com-
munities of Excellence depart-
ment at (918) 287-5267.

Courtesy Photo

The preliminary site plan for Wah-Zha-Zhi EcoPark. 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Gail Boe, Communities of Excellence director, and Beau Barnette, project 
manager, during the Dec. 16 presentation at the Pawhuska Business De-
velopment Center.

Courtesy Photo

A slide from the presentation on Dec. 16 shows the potential partners for Wah-Zha-Zhi EcoPark.

Osage Congress passes resolution 
supporting hazard mitigation plan

FIve-Man case
–from Page 2

tigation to determine whether 
tribal charges are warranted. 
Last year, then-AG Jones filed 
several counts of misuse of 
public funds charges in tribal 
court against each of the four 
men. The U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice and FBI also investigated 
the issue in 2013, but declined 

to file federal charges of em-
bezzlement in the case.

At a Nov. 5 court proceed-
ing, Redcorn’s attorney John 
Briggs said his client mowed 
grass for the village and re-
ceived payment for it. Briggs 
said there were also times 
when Redcorn wrote his own 
checks, but “he wasn’t writing 
checks for nothing.”

According to the Pawhuska 
village constitution, no busi-

ness of the village commit-
tee (Five-Man Board) shall be 
transacted unless a quorum of 
any three members is present. 
The constitution also states no 
board members shall derive 
any profit, gain or remunera-
tion through the operation 
and maintenance of the public 
facilities in the village. Check 
back to www.osagenews.org for 
any updates in the cases.
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scope Frizzell meant for the oil and gas drilling permits 
is yet to be determined. 

The Osage Agency claimed it approved the leases be-
cause the leases fell within a categorical exclusion and 
that the 1979 EA it was operating from had a Finding of 
No Significant Impact (FONSI) on the environment and 
covered the leases. The 1979 EA was found to be out-
dated and the Osage Agency should have conducted new 
EA’s for the Chaparral leases. 

Superintendent Robin Phillips required an EA for ev-
ery drill site in August 2014 from producers, the same 
month Hayes filed his lawsuit. The Osage Producers As-
sociation has blamed the Osage Agency for the halt in 
drilling over the past year-and-a-half and said the pro-
cess for conducting an EA is costly and cumbersome.

Members of the Osage Minerals Council were unavail-
able for comment on the ruling. 

Osage Agency Superintendent Robin Phillips was also 
unavailable for comment.

Outdated
According to the ruling, the NEPA requires federal 

agencies to develop an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) from which the agency can develop a new EA. An 
EIS is “a detailed document that identifies the potential 
impacts a proposal may have on the environment.” 

Without an up-to-date EIS in place the Agency is to de-
velop an EA to operate from until an adequate EIS is de-
veloped, according to the ruling. The last time the Osage 
Agency developed an EA was in 1979 and its provisions 
went out of date in the year 2000, according to the ruling. 
The 1979 EA does not have regulations for “fracking,” or 
hydraulic fracturing which is a commonly used technique 
for oil and gas drilling. Fracking was mentioned in the 
1979 EA but only as a new technology being developed. 

The Osage Agency debuted a new EIS in November to 
the public and was met with outrage from some produc-
ers. Many believed the Agency could keep operating off of 
the 1979 EA. Frizzell disagreed. 

Shane Matson, OPA President, did not immediately 
return requests for comment.

David P. Hayes
Chaparral was approved for an oil and gas lease for 

a 160-acre parcel in January 2013, under David Hayes 
property in Osage County. In April 2014 the BIA granted 
Chaparral a drilling permit. In May 2014 the BIA ap-
proved an amended drilling permit, moving the proposed 
well site 100 feet to the west. 

“In issuing the permits, the BIA did not prepare a new 
NEPA document nor did it supplement, tier to, incor-
porate, or otherwise explicitly adopt the analysis of the 
1979 EA,” according to the ruling. 

According to the ruling, if there are circumstances that 
fall outside of a current NEPA document, the Agency is 
required to conduct a new EA to make sure there is no 
environmental impact. The Osage Agency showed no 
documentation to Frizzell that it conducted a new EA for 
the Chaparral leases.

EIS
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear said the Osage 

Agency offered an opportunity to the Osage Nation to be 
a participating agency in the development of the new 
EIS. The same offer was made to the Minerals Council 
who chose not to participate.

Standing Bear said the Nation’s Historic Preservation 
Office and Environmental and Natural Resource depart-
ment participated in developing procedures to protect 
burial sites, artifacts, as well as making sure no damage 
came to environmental and surface waters, primarily.  

“I attended a meeting toward the end of the process, 
it was going very fast, I kept asking who is going to rep-
resent the interest of our Osage shareholders, because 
the Nation can’t do that and the BIA told us they were 
going to go ahead and do what they want and that’s what 
we did not want to happen with the Nation’s side of it,” 
Standing Bear said. “If we did not participate they were 
going to go ahead and do what they wanted without re-
gard to our historic preservation and water issues.”

Standing Bear said he wasn’t surprised to read the 
1979 EA was outdated because “that was a long, long 
time ago.” But he was surprised to see that Frizzell not 
only said the permitting was void, but the leases were 
void too. He said he called two of his attorney friends who 
represent small oil producers and they were waiting for 
Frizzell to provide scope on his ruling. One scenario is 
that every lease since 1979 is void.

“One attorney told me his clients canceled a major oil 
and gas transaction, it was scheduled a day after the 
Hayes decision came out, they just had to cancel it,” 
Standing Bear said. “Another lawyer in Bartlesville said 
his clients, they also represent banks, said there is no 
way they can loan any money. It was already difficult.”

Standing Bear said many are waiting to see how 
Northern Oklahoma District Judge James Payne will 
rule in the Martha Donelson case, which also alleges 
NEPA violations on more than 27 oil companies. 

plaintiffs, all Osage headright 
holders.

Highest Posted Price
The U.S. also claimed the 

Fletcher plaintiffs could not 
request an accounting because 
of the Osage Trust Case settle-
ment in 2011 for $380 million, 
also known as the Highest 
Posted Price case. The gov-
ernment said as part of that 
settlement agreement the 
Nation acted on behalf of the 
headright owners and waived 
all claims against the U.S. 
and any obligation to provide 
a historical accounting of the 
Osage tribal trust account, ac-
cording to the order. Frizzell 
disagreed.

“The individual Osage head-
right owners were not a party 
to the settlement agreement 
at issue. Indeed, the Court of 
Federal Claims denied them 
the opportunity to intervene in 
the case,” Frizzell wrote. “Be-
cause the Osage Nation lacks 
authority to waive the plain-
tiffs’ individual accounting 
rights, they are not bound by 
the tribe’s settlement agree-
ment with the federal govern-
ment.”

Accounting Procedure
According to the order, 

Judge Frizzell understands 
the need for “completeness 
and transparency, on the one 
hand, and speed, practicality, 

and cost, on the other” when 
it comes to the accounting 
procedure. During its 13-year 
run, three of the original five 
plaintiffs in the Fletcher case 
have died: Betty Woody, Cora 
Jean Jech and most recently, 
Charles Pratt. William Fletch-
er is the remaining plaintiff.

“The plaintiffs’ stated pur-
pose for seeking an accounting 
is to obtain information that 
will enable them to prove that 
the government has paid head-
right distributions to ineligible 
recipients and, in that way, 
improperly diminished their 
pro rata share,” Frizzell wrote 
in the opinion.

The Fletcher plaintiffs 
sought an accounting of both 
receipts and disbursements 
dating back to 1906 but Judge 
Frizzell said such an under-
taking would more than likely 
be unsuccessful.

The accounting procedure of 
the Osage tribal trust account 
will go as follows:

1. The accounting must run 
from the first quarter of 
2002 until the last avail-
able quarter 

2. The accounting must be 
divided and organized 
either by month or by 
quarter 

3. The accounting must 
state the date and dollar 
amount of each receipt 
and distribution 

4. The accounting must 
briefly identify and 
describe the source of 
each trust receipt (i.e., 

the name of the payer/

lessee and the contract 

number for the oil and/

or gas lease on which the 

payment is made) 

5. The accounting must 

state the name of the 

individual or organiza-

tion to whom each trust 

distribution was made 

6. For headright distribu-

tions, the accounting 

must state the headright 

interest that each ben-

eficiary possessed at the 

time of distribution

7. The accounting must 

state the amount of 

interest income gener-

ated from the tribal trust 

account and the date on 

which such interest was 

credited to the account

 

Frizzell also ordered a pro-

tective order on all materials, 

documents and data gathered 

associated with the accounting 

are to remain confidential.

“We felt this was a very good 

order and we plan to ask the 

judge to broaden the scope of 

the accounting,” Aamodt said. 

weren’t in its predecessor,” Ed-
wards said. “It should definite-
ly help the membership office 
carry out its duties.”

Edwards said she plans to 
ask the Congress to establish 
a congressional Membership 
Committee to oversee the 
functions of the Membership 
Office.

Working together
The Osage Constitution 

places the membership roll 
under the Congress, but Con-
gress delegates the day-to-day 
maintenance of the roll to the 
Membership Office under the 
Executive Branch. The origi-
nal bill Edwards introduced 
took the membership office 
away from the Executive 
Branch and placed it under 
the Legislative branch. The 
original bill also stated anyone 
currently enrolled could not be 
disenrolled. Those two provi-
sions were taken out of the fi-
nal bill as a compromise. 

The Membership Office is 
staying under the Executive 
Branch and the ON Attorney 
General can remove an indi-
vidual from the Osage Nation 
membership roll if found guilty 
of fraudulent enrollment by 
the ON Trial Court. 

“That’s what I’m pleased 
about, I’m also pleased that 
they put in a provision that 
only a court could do the re-
moval, I’ll go along with that, 

but my question is what do we 
do in the meantime?” Stand-
ing Bear said. “The assistant 
chief and I told them a lawyer 
defending these people could 
delay for years, just like in the 
[Pawhuska Village] Five Man 
Board case has been going on 
for years. Courts and attor-
neys can do that.”

So a provision was put into 
the law that allows the Execu-
tive Branch to stop payment of 
benefits to any individuals be-
ing investigated for fraudulent 
enrollment. In cases where in-
dividuals are receiving tribal 
benefits, such as the ON High-
er Education Scholarship or 
the ON Health Benefit Card, 
those benefits will stop during 
the period of the investigation, 
Standing Bear said. However, 
upon determination by the ON 
courts that the individual is 
Osage, then the individual will 
receive a full reimbursement 
of benefits lost during the pe-
riod of investigation. 

“I have told the Congress I 
am not going to approve fur-
ther expenditures of Osage 
money to people we believe are 
on the roll fraudulently, even 
if the court hasn’t decided yet,” 
Standing Bear said. 

There is also the question of 
voting in elections, if an indi-
vidual is being investigated for 
fraudulent enrollment Stand-
ing Bear doesn’t believe that 
individual should be allowed 
to vote. There is also the ques-
tion of whether those who 
have received benefits while 
fraudulently enrolled should 
have to pay the money back to 
the Nation. He said these are 
just many questions they are 
trying to work out answers to 
with the AG’s office under the 
new law.

What’s New in  
the Membership Law:

• Temporary membership  
for newborns

• Exclusive jurisdiction to 
the ON Attorney General 
and the ON Trial Courts 
over questions arising from 
membership disputes

• Process for relinquishment  
of membership

• Penalties and fines for 
fraudulent enrollment

• Process for disenrollment

• Role and authority of 
the Membership Office

• Checks and balances for 
Membership Office  
director and staff

Fraudulent members
What spurred the new law 

were 27 letters mailed in No-
vember notifying individuals 
of disenrollment. The process 
for appeal was to appear be-
fore Chief Standing Bear. If 
he ruled for disenrollment the 
individual could appeal to the 
ON Trial Court. That process 
is now null and void. There 
was also a provision for DNA 
testing, but that provision did 
not make it into the law.

Standing Bear said the At-
torney General’s office and the 
membership office will now be 
working on a new process that 
adheres to the new law. 

According to Sarah Oberly, 
membership office director, 
there are 37 suspected fraudu-
lent enrollments the attorney 
general’s office is investigating. 
Standing Bear said members 
of the public have been coming 
in with birth certificates, proof 
of adoptions, the ON Police 
Department has been sending 
records, they have not been ac-
tively searching for fraudulent 
members.

However, Standing Bear 
said there are many more sus-
pected fraudulent members 
and that the membership of-
fice will be going back to 2009 
to check every membership ap-
plication former membership 
office employee Asa Cunning-
ham performed. 

Cunningham was charged 
with three counts of tampering 
with public records on Oct. 6 
for enrolling her sister’s three 
adopted non-Indian children. 
Cunningham has not been con-
victed but she has confessed. 

“Anything that Asa Cun-
ningham touched I want to 
ask them to review,” Stand-
ing Bear said. “Now, every-
thing else was given to us, by 
other people. But now the next 
step is to look at anything she 
touched, which is a lot. That 
doesn’t mean people are going 
to get revocations, now that 
we know there was fraud in-
volved, we now have a duty to 
go back and look but we are go-
ing to be very careful.”

years, according to a prepared 
release. 

“The project has been in dis-
cussions for several years and 

took most of 2015 to complete 

the screenplay,” he said. 

For more information, 

contact Jim Gray at (918) 

606-4834 or email at gray.

grayconsultants@yahoo.com.

Letters to 
the Editor 

If you would like to 
submit a letter to the 
editor, please mail it 
to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 
619 Kihekah, Pawhus-
ka, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osag-
etribe.org. 

Letters must be 
respectful and infor-
mative to the reader, 
and may be edited for 
grammar, clarity and 
space.
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CASA auction brings awareness to Osage youth in need
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Pawnee-Osage Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 
nonprofit held their annual 
Birdhouse, Apron and Artist 
auction on Dec. 12 at the Im-
maculate Conception Catholic 
Church in Pawhuska. 

More than 20 birdhouses 
were entered in the auction, 
with aprons by Ruth Shaw and 
Mary Elsberry also up for bid. 
The money raised helps CASA 
volunteers with gas money, 
food and any other costs relat-
ed to their work. Osage County 
is the largest county in Okla-
homa and CASA volunteers 
often use their own money to 
fund their trips when checking 
on children.

“Right now we have 68 
children in all four courts. In 
Osage County and Osage Na-
tion court we have 22 children 
and 18 are Osage children. We 
are in dire need of volunteers,” 
said Helen Norris, Pawnee-
Osage CASA director. Nor-
ris said there is currently one 
volunteer for the Osage CASA. 
“If anyone would like to come 
and volunteer, our volunteers 
say it’s one of the most reward-
ing things they have ever done 
and we need your help.” 

Many Native American art-
ists donate for the annual fun-
draiser. Norman Akers, Joe 
Don Brave, Wendy Ponca, Je-
rod Buffalohead, Jason Buffa-
lohead, Danette Daniels, Mary 
Jo Mercer, Cha Tullis, Sean 
Standingbear and many more. 

Osage attorney Terry Mason 
Moore, who is also the chair-
woman of the CASA Advisory 
Board, presented a plaque to 
Addie Roanhorse in honor of 
her late mother, renowned 
Osage artist Gina Gray. Gray 
passed away last year. Gray 
regularly decorated and con-
tributed birdhouses for the 
annual CASA fundraising auc-
tion and donated a birdhouse 
every year. Roanhorse said her 
mother always looked forward 
to the CASA event. 

Osage artist Wendy Ponca 
has also been donating bird-
houses every year and this 
year her birdhouse was one of 
the tallest and biggest and was 
adorned with strips of Osage 
ribbonwork.

“I think CASA is a very im-
portant program because there 

are so many Native children 
who are abused, neglected and 
forgotten. These children don’t 
have a voice and CASA gives 
them a voice,” Ponca said, who 
owns and operates out of her 
studio in Fairfax. “They’re lit-
tle angels here on earth with-
out anybody to look after them 
except for CASA. That’s why I 
donate every year to CASA.” 

Norris said the CASA office 
could easily use 100 volunteers 
for the more than 70 children 
they serve in both Osage and 
Pawnee counties. 

The Fourth Osage Na-
tion Congress appropriated 
$8,000 to CASA in the Fall 
Tzi-Zho Session in September 
of last year and the ON Judi-
cial Branch donated $12,000. 
Sponsoring the appropriation 
bill to CASA, ONCA 15-103, 
was Congressman RJ Walker.

“I can’t exactly remember 
the circumstances but I think 
there was a shortfall in fund-
ing that went through the 
judicial branch and Ms. Nor-
ris came in and talked about 
it and one of my old buddies 
Rosemary Shaw gave me a 
good talking to out in the 
lobby and said what a good 
service it was,” Walker said. 

“I was pleased to have gotten 
informed about it, I supported 
the cause, said I would support 
it more than just as a congress-

man so I was glad to come out 
and I bought my good buddy 
Joe Don Brave’s birdhouse.”  

For more information please 

contact Pawnee/Osage CASA 
at (918) 762-3776, or send an 
email to helen@pawneeosage-
casa.org.

All photos SHANNON SHAW DUTY / Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and his wife Julie survey the birdhouses at the CASA Birdhouse, Apron 
and Artist Auction on Dec. 12 at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Pawhuska.

An ribbonwork apron with matching cook bag, made by Ruth Shaw for 
the CASA Birdhouse, Apron and Artist Auction on Dec. 12 at the Immacu-
late Conception Catholic Church in Pawhuska.

A birdhouse made by Ponca artist Jerod Buffalohead was the top seller 
of the night. Adorned with turquoise, a woman’s gold broach and shaped 
like a water bird, the birdhouse sold for $510 to Leeann Ammons of 
Pawhuska. 

A birdhouse made by Osage artist Wendy Ponca is adorned with Osage 
ribbonwork pieces.

A birdhouse inspired by a baby’s cradle board, made by Osage artist Norman Akers for the CASA Birdhouse, 
Apron and Artist Auction on Dec. 12 at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Pawhuska.
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ON Congress cuts over $250,000 from
Executive Branch budget in special session
Benny Polacca and Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The ninth Osage Nation 
Congressional special session 
convened Dec. 9 with the Con-
gress passing bills to reduce 
spending in the Nation’s gov-
ernmental operation budgets. 
Chief Standing Bear plans to 
veto the bills.

“First of all, people have to 
understand these budget is-
sues on salaries does not af-
fect Congress staff, the judicial 
staff or the Office of the Chiefs 
staff, these budget salary cuts 
are all the divisions and pro-
grams,” Standing Bear said. 
“The second reason is those 
budgets are part of the lawsuit 
we asked the [Osage Nation] 
Supreme Court to look at. If 
the Supreme Court overturns 
the September action of the 
Congress we’re going to have 
to go back and unwind all this 
to restore any of the budget 
salary increases that would 
have taken place among the 
programs and divisions.”

The Ninth Special Session 
opened with budget concerns 
raised by Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards and Con-
gressman Ron Shaw who spon-
sored legislative bills to reduce 
tribal spending in the cur-
rent 2016 fiscal year for gov-
ernment operations. By Dec. 
10, Shaw withdrew his bill 
(ONCA 16-08) and the Con-
gress moved to approve budget 
cuts proposed by Edwards who 
sponsored six legislative bills 
seeking the reductions in each 
of the Nation’s six government 
division budgets.  

The Congress voted to cut 
the Nation’s FY 2016 budgets 
by more than $250,000 in the 
special session. The Congress 
voted to pass five bills (all spon-
sored by Edwards) seeking the 
spending cuts last week and 
those bills were sent to Prin-

cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear’s office on Dec. 11.

Edwards told the Congress 
the budget reductions seeks to 
cut proposed salary increases, 
which were part of the bud-
get debate with the Execu-
tive Branch (which proposed 
the increases) during the 
Tzi-Zho Session in Septem-
ber. The salary increases are 
also at the heart of a declara-
tory judgment filed with the 
Osage Nation Supreme Court 
by Standing Bear against the 
Fourth Osage Nation Congress 
on Nov. 30.

Declaratory Judgment
During the 2015 Tzi-Zho 

session in September Edwards 
sponsored amendments to the 
six FY 2016 government di-
vision budget bills, mandat-
ing all ON employee salaries 
remain at the FY 2015 level. 
The budget reductions passed 
in the Tzi-Zho session but the 
tribal money budgeted for the 
salary raises was not reduced 
at the time.

Edwards cut the tribal mon-
ey budgeted for the proposed 
salary raises in the special ses-
sion. 

“We implemented what we 
intended to do in September 
but didn’t have the informa-
tion,” Edwards said. “We were 
given information by the Trea-
surer [on Nov. 3] as to the 
amount of raises that were 
proposed in each division and 
it amounted to over $264,000 
in total.”

Standing Bear asked the 
ON Supreme Court in the de-
claratory judgment whether 
the Congress can cut proposed 
raises or salaries within the 
Executive Branch. In the 10-
page petition, Geoffrey M. 
Standing Bear, Principal Chief 
of the Osage Nation v. Maria 
Whitehorn, Speaker of the 
Osage Nation Congress, Stand-
ing Bear said the Congress vio-

lated the Osage Constitution’s 
Separation of Powers when it 
delved into Executive Branch 
functions. 

If the ON Supreme Court 
rules in Standing Bear’s favor, 
the reduction bills recently 
passed in the ninth special ses-
sion could remove the ability to 
award employees the proposed 
raises. 

“If Executive would have 
provided proposed raise num-
bers during session, Congress 
would have reduced the wages 
line in the bills as it is entitled 
to do and the paragraph about 
holding wages at their current 
levels would not have been 
necessary,” Edwards said. “In-
stead, they played hide the 
egg, and we now have a court 
action to pay for instead.”

“It’s not that we don’t think 
people deserve raises, it’s the 
system we set up has some ma-
jor flaws in it,” she said. 

The Chief’s Office has main-
tained it gave the Congress 
all the necessary information 
it needed for the Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion, that it had a balanced 
budget and they did not hide 
pay increases.

Edwards said Human Re-
sources director Scott Johnson 
explained some of the pro-
posed raises to Congress dur-
ing the Tzi-Zho session. She 
said one example included a 
redo of a job description that 
changed its market analysis to 

include a $90,000 salary swing 
and could pay an individual 
anywhere from $110,000 to 
$200,000 a year in salary. 
Another example was depart-
ment directors proposing sal-
ary increases for employees 
who had obtained degrees or 
advanced degrees. 

“We’re finding out our merit 
system needs more work. It’s 
just like the membership bill, 
now that we’ve worked with it 
we see that there are improve-
ments that need to be made,” 
she said. 

Standing Bear said Edwards 
was working off of a prelimi-
nary estimate provided by the 
Treasurer but since that time 
the numbers have changed.

“The number amounts are 
uncertain and there’s been 
a lot of discussion with the 
treasurer and attorney gen-
eral on what those numbers 
might be if the Supreme Court 
upholds the salary freezes,” 
Standing Bear said. “So as of 
today we still don’t know ex-
actly what that number would 
be, although Congresswoman 
Edwards believes she knows 
what that number is.” 

Budget Reductions
Edwards said the reduction 

in spending was also to offset 
the tribal revenue numbers, 
which were low after the Tzi-
Zho session. 

“There is approximately 
$300,000 in unappropriated 

unrestricted tribal revenue ac-
cording to the Legislative Bud-
get Analyst,” she said.

According to the passed 
bills, the breakdown of the 
budget reductions are:

ONCA 16-10: Reduces the 
Land, Commerce and Pub-
lic Safety Division budget by 
$3,558.

ONCA 16-11: Reduces the 
Health, Fitness and Wellness 
Division budget by $17,036.

ONCA 16-12: Reduces the 
Governmental Operations Di-
vision budget by $72,211.

ONCA 16-13: Reduces the 
Education and Early Child-
hood Services Division by 
$83,254.

ONCA 16-14: Reduces the 
Cultural Preservation, Arts, 
Heritage and Language Divi-
sion budget by $51,279.

ONCA 16-15: Reduces the 
Child, Family and Senior 
Community Services Division 
budget by 23,235.

The five bills will be consid-
ered for veto overrides dur-
ing the next Congressional 
session, which begins Friday, 
Dec. 18 at 8:30 a.m. For more 
information on the session and 
to listen to live streamed ses-
sions, visit www.osagenation-
nsn.gov.

Osage Congress overrides
vetoes, sustains budget cuts

Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Fourth Osage Na-
tion Congress adjourned its 
ninth special session on Dec. 
18 after overriding vetoes 
issued by Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear on 
five of six bills seeking gov-
ernment budget cuts in the 
current fiscal year.

Citing budget concerns 
and a low amount of unap-
propriated tribal money re-
maining in the 2016 fiscal 
year, the Congress voted to 
support budget cuts to each 
of the six government divi-
sions. The cuts come from 
the salaries/ wages line and 
targets money budgeted for 
proposed government em-
ployee salary increases. 

The Congress passed the 
FY 2016 budget bills in Sep-
tember amid debates with 
the Executive Branch over 
the raises and after amend-
ing the budget bills by add-
ing language mandating 
employee salaries remain at 
the 2015 level. The money 
remained in the budgets at 
the time pending receipt of 
information from the Trea-
surer’s office to determine 
the reduction, according to 
the bills seeking the cuts. 

At the start of the special 
session on Dec. 9, Standing 
Bear told the Congress he 
would veto the budget cut 
bills if they passed and later 
issued six veto messages for 
each of the bills. The budgets 
and salary raises are part 
of the ongoing lawsuit that 
Standing Bear filed against 
the Congress in November 
seeking a declaratory judg-
ment from the ON Supreme 
Court asking whether the 
Congress can cut proposed 
raises or salaries within the 
Executive Branch.

“If the Supreme Court 
strikes down those provi-
sions that I’ve objected to, 

then we’re going to have to 
come back and unwind ev-
erything,” Standing Bear 
said. He further opposed 
the cuts in his similar veto 
messages on the budget cuts 
stating: “We do not know 
how the Supreme Court will 
rule and to budget as if the 
case has already been decid-
ed in favor of the Congress is 
presumptuous. A better de-
cision is to wait and act only 
after the Supreme Court de-
cides the case.”  

Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards sponsored the six 
bills (ONCA 16-10, 16-11, 
16-12, 16-13, 16-14, 16-15) 
seeking the reductions. 

Congressman William 
“Kugee” Supernaw said 
the budget issues were de-
bated “time and again” and 
believes the vetoes need 
to be overridden. He also 
noted there were nine Con-
gress members present that 
day and the overrides will 
require nine unanimous 
votes (three-fourths of the 
12-member Congress) to 
override, which is noted in 
the Osage Constitution.

Congressman Ron Shaw 
said the Congress received 
a communication indicat-
ing “if the Congress does 
not override these vetoes, 
the fiscal impact would push 
us over projected revenue. 
I had talked to the budget 
analyst and I believe that 
was not the case – it would 
be razor-thin, I believe.”

The budget reductions 
passed on five of the six bills 
except ONCA 16-10, which 
reduces the Land, Com-
merce and Public Safety Di-
vision budget by $3,558. For 
the vote to override ONCA 
16-10, Congressman John 
Maker cast the lone “no” 
vote, therefore that veto 
override failed. Congress 
members absent that day 
were John Jech, Edwards 
and RJ Walker.

No decision in the de-
claratory judgment case 
had been reached when the 
January issue of the Osage 
News went to print.

The five bills authorizing 
the budget cuts, which re-
ceived veto overrides are:

• ONCA 16-11: Reduces 
the Health, Fitness 
and Wellness Division 
budget by $17,036.

• ONCA 16-12: Reduces 
the Governmental 
Operations Division 
budget by $72,211.

• ONCA 16-13: Reduces 
the Education and 
Early Childhood Services 
Division by $83,254.

• ONCA 16-14: Reduces 
the Cultural Preserva-
tion, Arts, Heritage 
and Language Division 
budget by $51,279.

• ONCA 16-15: Reduces the 
Child, Family and Senior 
Community Services Di-
vision budget by 23,235.

Affidavit
ON Treasurer Callie 

Catcher signed an affida-
vit on Dec. 22, stating, “Re-
garding the original FY2016 
tribally funded budget sub-
missions by the Executive 
Branch, the total of the 
original submissions was 
$40,351,808 which includes 
the Scholarships, Health 
Benefit and Burial Assis-
tance budgets submitted 
by Executive Branch. The 
FY16 tribal revenue projec-
tion, approved by the Appro-
priations Committee, was 
$43,775,000; therefore, the 
Executive branch tribally 
funded budget requests did 
not exceed revenue projec-
tions.”

Osage Congress votes 
down request for
additional $6 million

During the December special session, the Fourth Osage Na-
tion Congress voted down a resolution requesting that the Gam-
ing Enterprise Board include an additional $6 million in its 
distribution of tribal money to the Nation’s government.

Through majority “no” votes, the Congress turned down the 
resolution (ONCR 16-06 sponsored by Congressman Ron Shaw) 
seeking the additional $6 million, which would require the gam-
ing board to amend its annual plan of operations to include the 
$6 million distribution of tribal revenue that the Nation uses to 
fund its government operations and payroll.

Currently, the Nation receives a distribution of $40 million for 
ON government operations and that figure is based off the an-
nual projected reports delivered by gaming officials every year. 
The $40 million figure has also remained steady since it was ap-
proved by the Second ON Congress as it sought to fund the gov-
ernment and to fund expansion projects throughout the Osage 
Casino enterprise. Since then, the Sand Springs casino has un-
dergone renovations and two identical casino/ hotel properties 
were built at Skiatook and Ponca City.   

Shaw said he proposed the resolution as a possible solution to 
the budget issues, which includes a low amount of unappropri-
ated tribal money left for the 2016 fiscal year. He also noted the 
resolution was only a request to the gaming board for the addi-
tional money meaning the board would not be obligated to grant 
the request.

Congresswoman Shannon Edwards is among those who op-
posed the resolution. She said in order for the Gaming Enter-
prise to continue casino projects, she believes the Nation should 
hold its course for a few more years to save money. 

Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead said she also opposed the 
resolution amid the budgeting process. “I’m not in agreement 
with hitting the ceiling on where our budget is and then going 
over and saying: ‘please sir, may I have some more?’ in trying 
to get more money when we don’t even know where it’s going to 
go,” she said.

Congressman Otto Hamilton, who co-sponsored the resolu-
tion, said casino officials informed the Congress that the $6 mil-
lion would not impact them, adding “it was a good year, they 
have it to give to us… This is a way to increase our annual dis-
tribution, I vote ‘yes’.”

The resolution failed with six “no” votes from Congress mem-
bers Buffalohead, Edwards, John Maker, Angela Pratt, William 
“Kugee” Supernaw, and Speaker Maria Whitehorn. “Yes” votes 
came from Hamilton, RJ Walker, Archie Mason and James Nor-
ris and two absences that day from John Jech and Shaw.
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No vote on Tulsa 
casino project
during December 
special session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The 2015 year ended without a yes-or-no vote on wheth-
er the proposed Tulsa Osage Casino expansion plan gets 
the green light for construction.

During the December special session, the Fourth Osage 
Nation Congress voted in support of ONCR 15-22, which 
is a resolution (sponsored by Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards) “declaring Congressional consent and approval 
of part of the Osage Nation Gaming Enterprise Board’s 
annual plan of operations” for the current 2016 fiscal year.

ONCR 15-22 gives Congressional approval of the gam-
ing plan of operations for the seven Osage Casino proper-
ties -- minus a decision on the proposed Tulsa casino/ hotel 
expansion project.

Edwards sponsored the resolution stating she believed 
the gaming plan of operation should be divided with the 
Congress approving the casino/ gaming budgets and op-
erations first and separate from the Tulsa casino project, 
which remained the subject of scrutiny and questions fol-
lowing the 2015 Tzi-Zho Session as the Congress sought 
an outside professional study regarding the project, which 
would be built around the existing Tulsa casino on North 
36th Street about 10 minutes from downtown.  

Despite the partial approval of the gaming operations 
plan, Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn told 
the Congress a veto of the resolution would occur if an 
“up or down vote” decision was not reached on the Tulsa 
casino project as he made a request for a vote during the 
special session. 

After the special session ended, Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear pocket vetoed ONCR 15-22 so it will 
not take effect. Congressional Speaker Maria Whitehorn 
said the Gaming Enterprise will continue to operate un-
der the FY 2015 plan of operation, which is the last plan 
approved by Congress. 

The Congress is awaiting an outside professional study 
regarding the project and some Congress members have 
stated the information is needed before making a decision 
on the Tulsa project. 

Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead said the decision on 
the pricey Tulsa project is huge and said, “I would feel bet-
ter if we had 12 ‘yes’ votes, it’s my desire to try and get us 
there – let the people know we’re doing our due diligence.”

Congressman William “Kugee” Supernaw also said he 
would not vote for the expansion “unless I’m sure it’s going 
to be a sound investment, good use of the people’s money.”

The plan of operations contains confidential and pro-
prietary information on the casinos including budgets, 
financial reports and disclosures and descriptions of any 
plans for significant expansions of existing operations and 
planned expansions, new operations and major repairs, 
according to Osage gaming law. Despite the confidenti-
ality of the sensitive information, certain portions of the 
gaming plans are public knowledge such as the Tulsa ca-
sino expansion plans announced last summer by the gam-
ing board.

According to the gaming board, the proposed Tulsa 
project includes a new 88,800-square-foot casino, space 
for 1,500 electronic gaming machines, 39 high-limit ma-
chines, 20 table games and five poker tables. The casino 
will have a sports bar and grill, a small cafe and an ad-
ditional casino bar. The hotel amenities will include a 
132-room hotel with six suites, a fitness center, pool and 
entertainment/ conference meeting space.

At the start of the special session, Standing Bear said 
he would like “to emphasize the importance of the Tulsa 
casino project … the present structure is becoming old and 
dilapidated, nevertheless, Tulsa casino provides nearly 45 
percent of our gaming revenue.”

Standing Bear reiterated the proposed Tulsa casino/ 
hotel expansion plans costs $180 million less than an ear-
lier project planned at a bigger size. He said the current 
building (which opened in 2005) needs maintenance and 
repairs and if the new project is not built, then “we’re go-
ing to have to spend millions of dollars on upgrades and 
repairs to the existing facility,” which means certain areas 
of the casino will have to close to accommodate any repair/ 
upgrade work.

It’s unknown when the Congress will revisit anoth-
er resolution to approve the gaming plan of operations. 
Standing Bear issued an executive proclamation for an-
other special session to start Jan. 20, but the gaming plan 
was not listed on the proclamation dated Jan. 5.

Osage youth begin tradition of
feeding homeless during the holidays
Tara Madden 
Osage News

The holidays are full of fes-
tivities; family, fun, shopping 
for most but for those less 
fortunate it can be a trying 
time and a very sad time in 
their life. Some are wonder-
ing where their next meal will 
come from or if they will have 
a warm place to sleep at night. 

“I remind the kids every year 
how blessed we all are to have 
homes, food, water and fam-
ily and that not everyone has 
those things,” said Congress-
woman Alice Buffalohead. 

Buffalohead’s son, Joseph 
Goodfox, 11, has begun a com-
munity tradition of helping 
the homeless in downtown 
Tulsa. When he was 7 years 
old and riding in the car with 
his mother, he saw a homeless 
family in downtown Tulsa. He 
was very concerned and asked 
many questions about the fam-
ily. He wanted to know where 
they slept, where they ate and 
if they had toys to play with. 
His mother explained to him 
about shelters and soup kitch-
ens and that help was avail-
able to the homeless in various 
ways and sometimes not. 

Buffalohead said her son 
asked her to buy the family a 
house but she told him they 
could not financially afford 
to buy the family a house but 
she had another way he could 
help the family. She suggested 
some of his friends make some 
sack lunches and she would 
take them to Tulsa and they 
could pass them out. 

He liked the idea and began 
thinking about what should 
go into the sack lunches. He 

decided on Peanut butter and 
Jelly sandwiches and chips, a 
piece of candy and a drink. The 
first year they made 100 sack 
lunches and now that Joseph is 
11, the number of sack lunches 
has doubled. The lunches now 
include cereal bars and gloves. 

Joseph, his friend Athen 
Cheatham and his mother 
Marilyn Booth pitched in to 
help and continued to help 
since the first year in 2011. 
The number of kids who par-
ticipate has grown over the 
years. Ethane Wikel, 11, Kiara 
Booth, 20, Alia Buffalohead, 
20, Addison Perrier, 7, Da-
laynie Perrier, 9, Sarai Booth, 
11 and Trevor Booth, 12, all 
helped this year.

The preparations for the 
distribution of sack lunches 
starts the night before and 
the sandwiches are made the 
morning of distribution. They 

do a count so they know how 
many they have to giveaway. 

“This is a wonderful expe-
rience for the kids to see how 
others give to make others 
happy,” Buffalohead said. 

This year they were able to 
do gloves for the second time 
and the recipients were thank-
ful. This year a man who lived 
in his car received a sack lunch 
and in turn gave the kids a 
bible and then someone asked 
for the bible a few moments 
later and they gave it to them. 

Buffalohead said they are 
always looking for volunteers 
and if anyone is interested to 
contact her or Marilyn Booth. 
They always try to distribute 
during the holidays but some-
times due to weather they 
have to move it to January. 
Buffalohead announces on her 
Facebook page when they will 
be feeding the homeless and 
encourages others to help. 

Courtesy Photo

From left: Dalaynie Perrier, Athen Cheatham, Ethane Wikel, Addison Perrier and Joseph Goodfox. All five chil-
dren distributed sack lunches to the homeless in downtown Tulsa this holiday season. 

Courtesy Photo

Osage youth distributed sack lunches to the homeless in downtown Tul-
sa this holiday season.

Osage Congress passes revised 
competitive bidding act
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Fourth Osage Nation 
Congress voted to approve 
changes to the Nation’s com-
petitive bidding act during its 
December special session, which 
places several of future con-
struction project bidding duties 
within the Executive Branch.

On Dec. 18, the Congress 
voted 8-1 to pass bill ONCA 16-
06, which is an act to amend 
the Nation’s competitive bid-
ding act (sponsored by William 
“Kugee” Supernaw). Amend-
ments to this law places the 
handling and responsibilities 
of construction project bids 
with the Nation’s procurement 
officer in the Nation’s Account-
ing Department and the Tribal 
Development and Land Acqui-
sition Office.

The changes to the competi-
tive bidding law come in wake 
of the Osage Casino Hotel 
expansion projects that took 
place at Skiatook and Ponca 
City, which were completed 
in 2013 with a $30 million 
overrun while being executed 
under former casino manage-
ment officials at the time.

According to Congressio-
nal Office of Fiscal Perfor-
mance and Review director 
Kelly Corbin, the extra $30 
million spent on the two ca-
sinos exceeds the originally 
approved $50 million noted 
in the Nation’s gaming plan 
of operation. Corbin also said 
the competitive bidding prac-
tices as outlined in Osage law 
were not followed in award-
ing the subcontractor bids for 
construction jobs and many 
bids for subcontractor services 

received only one bid and no 
steps were taken to rebid. 

Supernaw said the com-
merce and economic develop-
ment committee (which he is 
the current chairman of) met 
on the competitive bidding is-
sue for several hours of meet-
ings and said: “We have to 
work on our infrastructure if 
we are ever going to authorize 
a $200 million expansion or 
any amount like that,” which 
refers to the proposed Tulsa 
casino/ hotel expansion proj-
ect proposed by the Gaming 
Enterprise Board and current 
casino management last sum-
mer. The project remains ta-
bled pending an outside study 
being sought by the Congress 
before it is voted on.

Gaming officials expressed 

See bIddIng
—Continued  on Page 10
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Osage Nation TANF helps children 
at Christmas with Tree of Gifts
Tara Madden
Osage News

Christmas time is a diffi-
cult time of year for families in 
need. They have to worry about 
their children’s Christmas and 
if they will have enough money 
to buy gifts. The Osage Nation 
TANF department wanted to 
ease some of that worry for 
their clients by setting up the 
Tree of Gifts. 

“We believe the Tree of Gifts 
is very important this time of 
year. We want our clients to 
know that we care about their 
needs, happiness and success 
all year around, especially 
during the holiday season,” 
said Jodie Revard, director of 
Financial Assistance.  

The tree had the children’s 
ages and wishes written on 
paper bulbs for 62 children. 
Osage Nation employees were 
encouraged to pick up a bulb 
and donate gifts for the chil-
dren to ensure they had gifts 
on Christmas morning. 

TANF had 40 individual 
sponsors as well as 19 Osage 
Nation departments partici-
pate to make the Tree of Gifts 
a success. Some individuals 
sponsored multiple children. 
Donations of wrapping sup-
plies and 23 individuals volun-
teered their time to help wrap 

gifts. It was the second year for 
the Tree of Gifts. 

“So many parents appreci-
ated the gifts, it was a heart-
warming experience,” said 
Andrea Kemble, project spe-
cialist for financial assistance.

Gifts came pouring in to the 
office ranging from clothes, 
dolls, toy trucks and cars to 
more extravagant gifts, such 
as tablets, bicycles, and video 
games. 

The gifts were organized 
and separated by towns to 

make it easier for delivery. 
The Financial Assistance team 
delivered the gifts to the chil-
dren’s homes. 

“Our people are generous 
and are natural philanthro-
pists, we enjoy helping our 
children in the community 
through donations and fund-
raising,” Revard said. 

To learn more about the 
TANF Tree of Gifts for 2016 
please contact Financial Ser-
vices at (918) 287-5325.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Osage Nation Financial Assistance Program employee Timmy Lookout 
takes out a load of Christmas presents to their vehicle. The program de-
livered Christmas presents to their clients on Dec. 18.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Osage Nation Financial Assistance Program employees wave to the Osage 
News staff before they distribute presents to their clients on Dec. 18.

CHALENE TOEHAY-TARTSAH/Osage News

Julie Maker makes candy bags for their clients at the Osage Nation Fi-
nancial Assistance Program. The program delivered Christmas presents 
to their clients on Dec. 18.

Wahzhazhe: an 
Osage Ballet to 
hold auditions for 
2016 performances
Mason Whitehorn Powell

Wahzhazhe: An Osage Bal-
let is a collaborative creation 
that shares the story of the 
Osage people in an artistic 
way. With the heartbeat of the 
Osage community in mind the 
ballet has always been commit-
ted to featuring young Osage 
dancers alongside world class 
talent. The production has 
been an inspiration within the 
community by fostering well-
ness and creativity through 
dance, music, and design. 
With support from the Osage 
Nation Foundation the story of 
the Osage has been told across 
the country and many young 
Osages have the opportunity 
to share their talents. 

The ballet has come a long 
way since its debut in 2011. 
A performance in 2013 at the 
Smithsonian National Mu-
seum of American Indians in 
Washington, D.C. put the bal-
let in the national spotlight. 

Wahzhazhe was performed 
during the Papal visit in Phil-
adelphia, September of this 
year, which brought the story 
of the Osage to half a million 
people and Pope Francis. Fu-
ture performances across the 
United States are a testament 
to Wahzhazhe’s ongoing suc-
cess and the ballet has pro-
vided many young dancers 
the opportunity to travel and 
share Osage history. 

In addition to the opportuni-
ties Wahzhazhe has provided 
to dancers, artists, and musi-
cians, it is estimated that for 
every dollar spent towards 
the arts $12 goes back to the 
community. Both local and na-
tional performances not only 
inspire creativity but get fami-
lies out of the house and ben-
efit local economies. 

What began with the support 

of the Osage Nation Founda-
tion and a group of oil produc-
ers, specifically, Michael and 
Bette Graves, Charles Wick-
strom, and Nadel and Guss-
man, continues to grow and 
build support. To help fund 
the performance in Philadel-
phia, Nancy Pillsbury Shirley 
donated $15,000, matching the 
Osage Nation Foundation dol-
lar for dollar. Benefactors such 
as the Osage Nation Founda-
tion and Nancy Pillsbury have 
helped establish and maintain 
an outlet for Osage traditions 
and culture. 

As a result of the renewed 
interest in ballet caused by 
Wahzhazhe, Dance Maker Per-
forming Arts Academy opened 
in Pawhuska in 2014. Dance 
Maker offers ballet classes for 
all ages and skill levels, provid-
ing arts education for Pawhus-
ka and the surrounding area. 
The Osage Nation Foundation 
and Osage Nation Prevention 
Department along with many 
individual donors, have fund-
ed scholarships for many stu-
dents. Most recently, Will and 
Anne Baker, Jr. have funded 
classes for male athletes which 
are on Mondays and Wednes-
days from 4:00-4:45.

Lavendar Hudgins’ daugh-
ter, Liliana, is one of the young 
Osage dancers in Wahzhazhe. 
Liliana got her part after open 
auditions were held in 2011 
and she is currently taking 
classes at Dance Maker Per-
forming Arts Academy.

“Liliana didn’t care for soft-
ball or soccer and wouldn’t 
even consider basketball,” 
Lavendar, Liliana’s mother 
said. “Ballet has given her an 
alternative. She is still a part 
of a team, yet she can set and 
achieve personal goals. She 
is much more confident about 

herself, because she has found 
something that not only did 
she like, but she’s really good 
at.”

Lavendar went on to discuss 
her opinion of Dance Maker, “I 
think it’s a wonderful oppor-
tunity that many of us native 
Pawhuskans never had grow-
ing up. Children, boys includ-
ed, can only take something 

positive away from this experi-
ence.” 

What began as a way to 
tell a story is still bringing 
the community together and 
inspiring the youth. The next 
performances of Wahzhazhe: 
An Osage Ballet will take 
place August 2016 in Santa 
Fe, N.M., followed by perfor-
mances in Bartlesville. 

Auditions for actors and 

dancers will be held on Jan. 

23 at Dance Maker Academy: 

400 Palmer Ave, Pawhuska, 

OK 74056. Video auditions can 

be sent to: osageballet@gmail.

com.  Please check our website 

for details at www.osagebal-

let.com or call Randy Tinker 

Smith at (770) 448-7048.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Liliana Hudgins performs in a Dance Maker Academy recital in May 2015. 
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their concerns with the law 
changes also noting they fear 
they will not be included in 
the bidding process during the 
December gaming board meet-
ing. Gaming board Chairman 
Mark Simms said he’s worried 
the Executive Branch’s work-
load and casino bidding would 
impact the timing of the work. 
Vice chairwoman Dawn Har-
rington said she agrees a pro-
cess for bidding should be in 
place, but believes overthink-
ing or micromanaging the is-
sue would halt the process.

After the Congress passed 
ONCA 16-06, Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear signed 
the bill into law on Dec. 22. Ac-
cording to 16-06, all proposals to 
award contracts shall be made 
equally and uniformly known by 
the Nation’s procurement officer 
(in the Accounting Department) 
to the public through notifica-
tions in local newspapers and 
trade/ construction publications 
if the estimated cost of the con-
tract exceeds $50,000. The act 
also requires the procurement 
officer, as representative of the 
Treasurer, must administer all 
processes required of the posi-
tion at the Treasurer’s office in 
Pawhuska.

The revised competitive 
bidding law also requires the 
Tribal Development and Land 
Acquisition Department to be 
present and involved during 
the unsealing of bids sent to 
the procurement officer and the 
TDLA Department is autho-
rized to award a contract based 
on several variations includ-
ing costs, workmanship quality 
and timeline for completing a 
project if the bid is not awarded 
to the lowest bidder. 

The bill passed amid debate 
and discussions over how the 
Gaming Enterprise Board and 
casino management officials 
would be involved in future 
projects, such as Tulsa’s if or 
when Congress approves it.

Alice Buffalohead cast the 
lone “no” vote and said she be-
lieves the bill needs to be “fine-
tuned where some individuals 
can come to the table to help us 
fine-tune it… I don’t want there 
to be any stones not unturned.”

Angela Pratt said she would 
support the bill and added 
she spoke with TDLA director 
Bruce Cass who assured her 
that he would keep the Gam-
ing Enterprise involved, but 
noted there is a possibility an-
other employee will need to be 
hired to help with competitive 
bidding changes. 

“Should we go into this (Tul-
sa casino project) expansion, I 
want this to go really well for 
everyone, I want gaming to be 
satisfied as well as Congress 
and everyone involved … I 
was assured by Mr. Cass that 
the level of involvement will 
be there because they are the 
stakeholders and they know 
what they need,” she said, add-
ing any needed changes to the 
law will be made in the future 
as needed.

Supernaw also noted con-
tractors have attempted to 
contact him trying to sell their 
business, but he will not talk 
to them “because you shouldn’t 
do that, regulators shouldn’t 
fraternize with people who 
regulate them. This is a good 
law and with this amount of 
money, you’re going to get 
pressure from a lot of people 
…the problem we had before 
was not really the competitive 
bidding act, it was in the fail-
ure to enforce the competitive 
bidding act…Congress was not 
even told that the projects ex-
ceeded that threshold.”

In closing, Supernaw said 
the bill tried “to cover every 
conceivable thing” and there 
are now requirements that the 
Principal Chief, the Congress 
and OFPR will be kept up-
dated on the plans. “It lessens 
the chance of us getting ripped 
off…you’ve got to be alert and 
watch every step of that pro-
cess,” he said. 

bIddIng
–from Page 7
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Osage
Elders
S E R I E S

R
TARA MADDEN / OSAGE NEWS

O
tto Charles 
H a m i l t o n 
Jr. was born 
Sept. 21, 
1930 to Otto 
C. Hamilton 

and Josephine Pryor Hamilton 
in Pawhuska, Okla. He is the 
grandson of Amos Hamilton 
and Marie Etiva Hamilton. He 
is 85 years old. 

He grew up in Pawhuska at 
the family farm and in Ponca 
City and Hominy. He attended 
school at the Sunset school in 
Pawhuska and Pawhuska pub-
lic school and White Eagle in 
Ponca City. 

He is the youngest of six 
children. He had four older 
brothers, Maurice, Eugene, 
Melvin and William, and sis-
ters Christine Hamilton No-
Ear and half sister Marjorie 
Maker. 

He has four children, Char-
lene Cozad, Otto Hamilton, 
Berbon Hamilton and Marjorie 
Williams. He has 17 grandchil-
dren, 15 great-grandchildren, 
seven great-great-grandchil-
dren and one more great-great-
grandchild on the way.

He worked as a roustabout 
on a pulling rig for most of his 
life in towns such as Pawhus-
ka, Webb City, Wynona and 
Hominy. He and his brother 
William worked together in 
Huntington Beach, Calif., 
where he retired. 

Osage News: What are 
some of the most important 
lessons you have learned in 
your life?

Otto Hamilton: You have 
to work and work hard.

ON: What would you say are 
the major values or principles 
that you live by?

OH: Work and never depend 
on the headright money be-
cause there is never a guaran-
tee how long it will be around. 

ON: How long did it take 
to prepare for the Hamilton’s 
Native American Church in 
Hominy? 

OH: The church was in 
Hominy and it took about a 
week to get ready by chopping 
wood for the peyote meeting 
and setting up the teepee,  and 
sometimes there would be a 
sweat. 

ON: How was it growing up 
on the farm? Where was it lo-
cated? 

OH: We would ride horses 
to the Lookouts and we would 
have stomp dances out there 
and us kids would sell popcorn.

ON: What District are you 
from, when did you start danc-
ing at the In-Lon-Schka? 

OH: Pawhuska District and 
I started dancing at the age 
of seven, and I danced fancy 
dance in Ponca City. 

ON: What is your favorite 
Osage food?

OH: Steam Fry and Kidneys
ON: What was the happiest 

moment of your life?
OH: Getting married at the 

age of 18 to Elizabeth McCar-
thy

ON: What are you most 
proud of?

OH: My beadwork and my 
kids and all of my grandkids

ON: Who or what did you 
love the most?

OH: Riding horses
ON: What was your favor-

ite thing to do for fun in your 
youth?

OH: Riding horses and play-
ing with my cousins. 

ON: What would you tell 
your 20-year-old self?

OH: Get to work. 

All photos courtesy of the Hamilton family

Otto Hamilton Jr. at Cherokee Holi-
day.

ABOVE: Otto Hamilton Jr. with his brother William Hamilton.

LEFT: Otto Hamilton Jr. with his nephew William Hamilton.

More photos on page 20
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Christmas 
shopping 
made easy
at the 2nd 
Annual 
Christmas 
Extravaganza
Osage News

The Christmas season can be a 
stressful time of year with holiday 
shopping and the usual crowds, but the 
2nd Annual Christmas Extravaganza 
on Dec. 5 at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center made shopping for loved ones 
an easy and enjoyable time.  

Vendors selling handcrafted mer-
chandise, artwork, Osage regalia 
items, baked goods, canned goods, 
Christmas candy, handcrafted furni-
ture, home décor, jewelry, and Christ-
mas ornaments at the event. 

Local businesses such as Spurs and 
Arrows and the Cedar Chest sat up 
booths with their merchandise. Small 
business owners such as Amy Shack-
leford had a booth with her custom 
embroidery business and vinyl apparel 
gifts. Osage artist Joe Don Brave had 
a booth with his artwork on t-shirts, 
mouse pads, bags, prints and mugs. 
Osage artist Kilan Jacobs had a booth 
with his artwork as well. 

There were also booths with moc-
casins, shawls, blankets, Mary Kay, 
Origami Owl Jewelry, pottery, Pendle-
ton furniture, clothes and much, much 
more.

The Osage Nation Education De-
partment hosted a Christmas STEM 
related activity, a Christmas Candy 
House competition for children. The 
goal was to demonstrate engineering, 
architecture and math skills when 
designing their houses. They were to 
use gingerbread, graham crackers, ic-
ing, and candy and other sweet treats 
to build their Christmas Candy House 
for the competition. 

The judges for the competition were 
Talee Redcorn for Engineering, Hallie 
Winter for best Artist, Ace Elsea for 
best Architect. 

Winners 
Age 5-8:

• Pehan RedCorn – Best Engineering  
Structure

• Jayden Henley – Most Creative  
Architectural Design

• Antwine and William Hamilton 
– Greatest Innovative Design. 

• Mia Mashunkashey – Yummiest

• Kristo Revard – Most Unique

Age 9-14:

• Jewel Miya Sonja Santini, 
Best Engineering Structure

• Essence Jones- Most Creative  
Architectural Design

• Christopher Hessert – Greatest  
Innovative Design

• Lillie McCann- Yummiest

• John Williams- Most Unique

Ages 15-18: 

• Kyle Pepper – Best Engineering  
Structure

• Vincent Santini – Greatest  
Innovative Design

Most Holiday Spirit

• Vivian Rouse

• Victoria Rouse

• Alivia Gray

• Karolina Cole 

• Christine Cole

• Jack Duty

• Jason Duty

• George Shaw

• Tabitha Duty

• Javien Jones

• Alaysia Alberty

• August Holding

• Zeke McCann

• Signey RedCorn

• Lesharo Wildcat

• Vann Wildcat

• Jimmie Wildcat

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Vincent Santini constructed an X-Wing Starfighter out of ginger bread from the movie Star 
Wars to win the Greatest Innovation award. 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Native American vendors set up their wares at the Osage Nation Christmas Extravaganza at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center on Dec. 5.
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Art instructor Addie Roanhorse and Kilan Ja-
cobs pose with the winners in the 13-17 year age 
group of the Osage Nation Museum’s Creative 
Kids Exhibition. From left: Roanhorse, 2nd place 
winner Chloe Shadlow, 1st place winner Jasmine 
Phetsackisith and Jacobs. Not pictured is Vincent 
Santini who placed 3rd.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Winners in the 8-12 year age group of the Osage 
Nation Museum’s Creative Kids Exhibition. From 
left: 3rd place Jason Duty, 2nd place Tabitha Duty 
and 1st place Pimmie Pelayo. 



14 January 2016 Osage News • osagenews.org

Principal Chief  
Geoffrey Standing 
Bear throws out  
candy from the 
WELA float  
during the Christmas 
parade, along with 
Assistant Principal 
Chief Raymond  
Red Corn on Dec. 5  
in downtown 
Pawhuska.

All photos by Tara Madden

Samuel Gray with Santa Claus at 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Early Learning 
Academy in Pawhuska on Dec. 22.

Sam Harding-Price with Santa 
Claus at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Early 
Learning Academy in Pawhuska 
on Dec. 22.

Santa Claus, ON Director of Opera-
tions Casey Johnson, and his elf, 
Administrative Assistant Melissa 
Cole, visited the WELA sites during 
the holiday season.
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January 2015 
Chief Standing Bear signs 

lease for Fairfax grocery 
store: Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear signed the 
lease on Dec. 23. It’s been two 
years since the Palace Grocery 
Store closed its doors and two 
years of back and forth debate 
occurred between Fairfax com-
munity members and Osage 
officials on a solution to the 
community’s “food desert”. 

Jones named Tribal Spe-
cial Assistant U.S. Attorney: 
Osage Nation Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Jones is named one 
of the two Oklahoma tribal 
attorneys sworn to prosecute 
crimes occurring in Indian 
Country in federal court. On 
Dec. 10, Jones and Cherokee 
Nation Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Sarah Hill took oaths to 
serve as Tribal Special Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney’s Northern 
District of Oklahoma based in 
Tulsa. 

Osage leader Mark Freeman 
Jr. laid to rest: Mark Free-
man Jr. grew up in the age of 
change and prosperity and in 
turn brought change and pros-
perity to himself and to the 
Osage people. Heralded as one 
of the Osage Nation’s leaders 
who helped forge a new form 
of government in 2006, he 
was laid to rest Jan. 7 at the 
Pawhuska City Cemetery. 

Byron Bighorse hired as 
Osage Casinos CEO: Byron 
Bighorse is formally hired as 
CEO of the Osage Casinos 
seven-casino gaming enter-
prise. In a Dec. 30 statement, 
the Osage Nation Gaming En-
terprise Board announced Big-
horse’s hiring. 

Chief Standing Bear calls 
for Congressional special ses-
sion starting Jan. 14: The 
Fourth Osage Nation Congress 
will convene for its sixth spe-
cial session starting Jan. 14 in 
the Congressional Chambers 
in Pawhuska. Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear issued 
an executive proclamation 
for the special session for the 
Congress to consider action 
on several items, including 
the annual plan of operations 
for the Nation’s gaming enter-
prise. 

Nation creating process to 
determine heirship for Cobell 
settlements: There are still 
Osages who haven’t received 
their Cobell settlements due to 
heirship queries and the Na-
tion is working on a process 
to get those funds distributed. 
The Cobell settlement distrib-
utor, Garden City Group, is 
not accepting Osage Revocable 
Trust documents as proof of 
heirship to a deceased class 
member, for either the His-
torical Accounting or the Trust 
Administration Classes. Prin-

cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear issues executive order for 
the heirship process. 

Former Pawhuska Five-
Man Board members appeal-
ing cases to ON Supreme 
Court: The four defendants in 
the trial court cases involving 
mission Pawhuska Indian Vil-
lage money want the Osage 
Nation Supreme Court to hear 
their cases. On Nov. 14, attor-
neys for Theodore “Ted” Brunt, 
Kenneth “K.C.” Bills, Joe Don 
Mashunkashey and Frank 
Redcorn filed notices of intent 
to appeal with the ON Judicial 
Branch. 

Refurbished computers 
bring Christmas cheer to the 
Osage: The Osage Nation Po-
lice Department has partici-
pated in the North Pole Project 
for the past three years. The 
project distributes refurbished 
computer to families in need 
during the Christmas 2014 
season. 

February 2015 
Nation to receive $7.4 mil-

lion in Cobell Land Buy-Back 
program: The Land Buy-Back 
Program for Tribal Nations 
has come to the Osage and the 
federal government is propos-
ing $7.4 million to buy back 
fractionated land interest from 
individual tribal members. Ac-
cording to Bruce Cass, tribal 
development and land acqui-
sition director, who is work-
ing with Osage attorney Terry 
Mason Moore on the project, 
said there is roughly 64,000 
acres with 680-690 individual 
landowners the nations will be 
contacting about the program. 

Nation signs unprecedented 
deal with energy giant Trans-
Canada: Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear asked for 
energy giant TransCanada to 
recognize the Osage Nation’s 
ancestral territories in an un-
precedented deal, and the com-
pany accepted. “It says they 
will recognize certain parts of 
the United States as our terri-
tory and will notify us if they 
ever decide to come through 
it,” he said. 

Basketball is mainstay in 
soldier’s life before and after 
war: Chris Turley has lived 
a full life in just 26 years. 
Wounded in Afghanistan from 
shrapnel, to making a full re-
covery after doctors said he 
wouldn’t, becoming a father 
to twin girls – he now adds 
college student and college 
basketball player to his titles. 
He now plays as a forward for 
the Haskell Indian Nations 
University basketball team in 
Lawrence, Kans. (Turley was 
forced to quit the Haskell bas-
ketball team after his war in-
juries persisted.)

Grocer says Fairfax Venture 

Food store to open in March: 
Progress continues on improv-
ing the vacant grocery store 
building in Fairfax, set to open 
in mid-March. The new name: 
Fairfax Venture Foods. ALLS 
Grocery Inc. signed a lease 
with the Osage Nation, who 
owns the Main Street build-
ing, in December and efforts to 
refurbish the building are ex-
pected to continue into March, 
according to ALLS owner Lane 
Moore. 

Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear meets with President 
Obama: The most impressive 
thing Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear witnessed dur-
ing his meeting with President 
Barack Obama was not the 
man himself, but the work and 
staff organization it took to be 
the president of the United 
States. Standing Bear was 
invited to meet with Obama, 
along with Obama, along with 
10 other tribal leaders at the 
White House on Dec. 2, a day 
before the annual White House 
Tribal Nations Conference on 
Dec. 3. 

Oral arguments scheduled 
Feb. 26 in former ON child 
support worker case: The case 
of the former Osage Nation 
employee accused of break-
ing the Nation’s open records 
and child support enforcement 
laws has a Feb. 26 date sched-

uled in ON Trial Court. Oral 
arguments that day will focus 
on a motion to dismiss the case 
filed against Elizabeth Kath-
leen Sherwood, who is asking 
the court to throw out the case 
and filed the Dec. 30 motion 
as a practicing attorney repre-
senting herself. 

Justice Department audit 
says Nation owes more than 
half a million: The Justice De-
partment’s Inspector General 
released an audit on the Na-
tion’s use of three grants from 
the Office on Violence Against 
Women in January. “We found 
that Osage did not comply 
with essential award condi-
tions in the areas of internal 
controls, grant expenditures, 
including salaries and fringe 
benefits, grant reporting, prop-
erty management, and special 
conditions,” according to the 
audit, which covered years 
2007-2012. 

Jurisdiction challenged in 
Pawhuska village five-man 
board case: Two defendants in 
the tribal court cases involv-
ing missing Pawhuska Indian 
Village money are asking the 
Osage Nation Supreme Court 
to reverse a Trial Court judge’s 
decision to not dismiss the 
cases. On Nov. 25 and Dec. 4, 
attorneys for former Pawhus-
ka village five-man board 
members Frank Redcorn and 
Theodore “Ted” Brunt” filed 
identical petitions with the 
Osage high court challenging 
the legality of the Nation’s 

laws and jurisdiction over the 
village. 

Former ON Counseling di-
rector charged with sexual 
battery: Louis Gray, a former 
case manager for the Na-
tion’s Counseling Center, was 
charged with felonious sexual 
battery Dec. 30 for an alleged 
incident occurring in Ponca 
City with a 22-year-old wom-
an in his care. Gray no longer 
works for the nation and a 
state court trial is scheduled 
for 2016. 

March 2015 
Osage –owned law firm 

hired to continue Osage LLC 

investigation: An investiga-
tion into the past business 
activities of the Osage limited 
Liability Company is continu-
ing with a Tulsa area law 
firm now examining business 
transaction conducted under 
prior LLC leadership, which 
resulted in millions of dollars 
in losses. Shield Law Group, 
PLC, headed by Osage attor-
ney Amanda Proctor, is now 
investigating those past trans-
actions, according to a Feb. 26 
statement released by Proctor. 

Nation subleased Wah-
Sha-She Park, considers Wal-
nut Creek: A group of local 
volunteers will be managing 
the Wah-Sha-She State Park 
for the Nation this summer 
as soon as a sublease is ap-
proved by the U.S. Corps of 
Engineers. After the Nation 
deemed the park too expen-
sive, it cost $150,000 a year 
to run, and prepared to shit 
it down a group of volunteers 
approached the Nation with 
ideas to save it. 

Chief James Bigheart statue 
to be placed on new campus: 
Osage artist and former Osage 
Congressman John Free had a 
vision of what the new Osage 
campus might look like and he 
hoped it would be a place that 
showcased Osage artwork-he 
just didn’t know it would be 
his own. Longtime owner of 
the successful sculpting stu-
dio, The Bronze Horse, Free 
was approached several years 
ago by Chief James Bigheart’s 

great-granddaughters about a 
statue of the renowned chief. 

Pawhuska arbor to be com-
pleted in May: Construction on 
the new Pawhuska Indian Vil-
lage dance arbor brought nos-
talgic feelings and memories 
among Osages who witnessed 
the first concrete foundation 
pour during a small Feb. 12 
gathering next to the building 
site. The concrete pour is one 
of the first major steps toward 
building the new arbor on the 
same site where the former 
one stood since the 1960s. 

Osage officials attend NCAI 
session lunch with Sen. John 
McCain: Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear, Con-
gressional Speaker Maria 
Whitehorn and ON Chief of 
Staff Jason Zaun attended the 
2015 Executive Council Win-
ter Session of the National 
Congress of American Indi-
ans Feb. 23-26 in Washington, 
D.C. Tribal representative 
from across the country, 566 of 
them, attended the conference. 

Osage Casinos to pay rent 
for central offices in Tulsa: 
With the Standing Bear ad-
ministration looking in the op-
erations of the Osage Nation, 
it was discovered the tenants 
of the Tulsa Airpark have not 
been paying rent of the past 
six-years. The 100 –acre Tulsa 
Airpark, which is located on 

West 36th Street, eight min-
utes from downtown Tulsa, 
currently houses the central 
services offices for the seven 
Osage Casinos operations.

Questionable headright pay-
ments still an issue: Questions 
still remain on who cashes 
Osage headright checks being 
paid to defunct entities or P.O. 
boxes. Charles Pratt, one of 
the remaining plaintiffs in the 
Fletcher v. United States case, 
wants Osages to know that 
their headright income is be-
ing depleted because the U.S. 
government won’t account for 
all Osage headright shares or 
their owners. 

April 2015 
Chief Standing Bear ap-
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points Holli Wells to replace 
Jeff Jones as AG: Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
said the current threats to the 
Osage Minerals Estate and 
the nation’s water rights by 
the sate of Oklahoma led to his 
decision not to reappoint Jeff 
Jones as the Nation’s Attorney 
General. Instead he has ap-
pointed environmental lawyer 
and former State Judge Holli 
Wells as Jones’ replacement. 

Osage Nation contracts with 
Scholarship America for schol-
arship services: The Osage Na-
tion will no longer administer 
its own scholarship. Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
said as long as he is chief the 
Osage Nation Higher Educa-
tion Scholarship will be con-
tracted out to a third party. 

Interior Board of Appeals 
rules the Osage Minerals Es-
tate is under Osage Nation: 

The highest Administrative 
Court within the U.S. Depart-
ment of Interior, the Interior 
Board of Appeals, has ruled 
the Osage Minerals Estate 
and the Osage Minerals Coun-
cil are under the Osage Nation 
and its Constitution. “This De-
cision is the final word for the 
United States Department of 
the interior and is now subject 
to federal court review should 
the Appellant’s pursue an ap-
peal,” said Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear. 

Nation working to compact 
Indian health services: The 
Osage nation is working to 
compact the Indian Health 
Services and change them to 
fit the community’s needs. A 
public meeting as heald at the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center 
on March 13 to obtain com-
munity input on what changes 
they would like to see. 

ON Congressional Hun-Kah 
Session underway: As of April 
2, the Osage Nation Congres-
sional office reported approxi-
mately 30 legislative bills 
are filed for the Legislative 
Branch’s consideration during 
the 2015 Hun-Kah Session. 
Congressional Speaker Maria 
Whitehorn said 23 bills were 
filed by March 30 when she de-
livered her legislative message 
to the Congress on the ses-
sion’s opening day, noting the 
number would increase. 

ON officials discuss goals 
and focuses of Hun-Kah Ses-
sion: Member of the Fourth 
Osage Nation Congress will 
consider several legislative 
matters brought for consider-
ation during the 24 day Hun-
Kah Session in April.  The 
Hun-Kah Session started on 
March 30 with opening ad-
dresses from Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear and 
Congressional Speaker Maria 

Whitehorn on behalf of the re-
spective offices. 

May 2015 
Osage youth win big at 

Oklahoma Native Youth Lan-
guage Fair: Students and their 
families woke up extra early 
on April 6 and 7 to make the 
yearly trip to compete in the 

13th annual Oklahoma Native 
American Youth Language 
Fair in Norman on April 2. 
Held every year at the Sam 
Noble Museum of Natural His-
tory at the University of Okla-
homa, students demonstrate 
their indigenous language 
skills in several categories 
throughout the two-day com-
petition. 

Osage Congress to consider 
legislation to allow same –sex 
marriage: Osage Nation Con-
gresswoman Shannon Ed-
wards filed legislation on April 
17 that will amend the Na-
tion’s current statute on mar-
riage, changing the language 
that specifies marriage is be-
tween a man and a woman. 
“I believe marriage is a moral 
commitment which is unrelat-
ed to whether one gets a com-
panion pass on an airplane, a 
tax break, or can inherit fro 
a long time partner without a 
monetary penalty,” Edwards 
said. 

Harold Bigheart Smalley 
American Legion Post 198 had 
Osage beginnings: Harold Big-
heart Smalley was the first 
U.S. sailor killed in the Battle 
of Java Sea, 1944, on Midway 
Island in WWII. He grew up in 
California but his people were 
Osages from Barnsdall, Okla. 

On Congress unanimously 
confirms Holli Wells as next 
Attorney General: Holli Wells 
is the Osage Nation’s second 
Attorney General after receiv-
ing a unanimous confirmation 
vote from the Fourth Osage 
Nation Congress. After no 
Congressional discussion on 
the AG appointment by Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear, the Congress voted to 
confirm Wells on April 9. 

Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Cen-
ter begins work on Endangered 
Song Project: Wah-Zha-Zhi 

Cultural Center director Vann 
Bighorse, Sherman Bold War-
rior and Osage language in-
structor Cameron Pratt are on 
a mission: to save the meaning 
and history of Osage individu-
al songs. 

Standing Bear plans to 
‘change the game’ for oil pro-
duction in Osage County: Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear took an Osage delegation 
to the Southern Ute Tribe and 
the Jicarilla Apache Nation 
to study how they developed 
their oil fields and mineral 
estates. “Over 20 years ago 
they [Southern Ute] stared in 
a leadership role and put the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in a 
support role. 

On Congress passes five-
year banishment bill targeting 
convicted drug dealers: Dan-
gerous drug dealers convicted 
in the Osage Nation tribal 
court system are now subject 
to mandatory minimum of 
five-year banishment from 
the Nation’s jurisdiction. The 

Fourth ON Congress passed a 
bill (ONCA 15-31 sponsored by 
Congressman RJ Walker) on 
April 20 with a 7-4 vote putting 
the five to 10-year banishment 
penalty into Osage law target-
ing those who are convicted of 

selling, manufacturing or dis-

trusting dangerous drugs in-

cluding methamphetamine on 

the Nation’s properties includ-

ing the three villages, the gov-

ernment campus in Pawhuska 

and the seven Osage Casinos. 

Chief Standing Bear vetoes 

two Congressional bills: Two 

bills passed by the Fourth 

Osage Nation Congress will 

not become law after Principal 

Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 

vetoed both bills during the 

2015 Congressional Hun-Kah 

Session. As of April 29, Stand-

ing Bear vetoed a bill calling 

for the Nation’s health benefit 

plan fund to be funded with 

$1.5 million from the Nation’s 

permanent fund and an act 

amending the Nation’s gaming 

law “to prohibit certain elected 

officials from being excluded 

from executive session.”

June 2015 
Standing Bear administra-

tion plans to develop oil and 
gas: Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear is moving the 
Osage Nation forward to de-
velop oil and gas on the Osage 
Minerals Estate. Following a 
recent trip to the successful 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe in 
Ignacio, Colo., he is asking the 
Osage Nation Energy Sources, 
LLC, to implement the South-
ern Ute model of business. 

Osage Nation files suit 
against former Osage LLC 
management and consultants: 
The Osage Nation is suing the 
former management of the 
Osage LLC, two consultants 
and the heads of former com-
panies in Osage County Dis-
trict Court. The lawsuit details 
an alleged fraudulent invest-
ment deal that cost the Nation 
more than $1 million.

Osage Minerals Council-
men speak on new oil and gas 
regs: The final rules for oil and 
gas drilling were published in 
the Federal Register on May 
11 and many fear the worst. 
Osage Minerals councilmen 
Galen Crum and Andrew 
Yates, who sat on the Negoti-
ated Rulemaking Committee 
in 2013, said staying the sta-
tus quo was not an option.  

Osage Nation to begin out-
reach for Land-Buy Back pro-
gram: Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear signed initial 
agreement to begin outreach 
for the Land Buy-Back Pro-
gram in the Osage Nation. 
Outreach efforts will begin in 
late June and early July. “The 
offers won’t go out till August, 
so we’ll have two months of 
outreach,” Standing Bear said. 

ON Congress sets FY 2016 
projected revenue mark at 
$43.7 million: With priorities 
focusing on health benefit and 
higher education scholarship 
programs and services avail-
able to all Osages, officials 
from the Osage Nation execu-
tive and legislative branches 
will be tasked with budgeting 
once again with a tight budge 
in September. The Fourth 
ON Congress set the 2016 
fiscal year projected revenue 
amount at $43,775,000 during 
its spring Hun-Kah Session. 

CASA program in need of 
more volunteers: The Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 
office for Pawnee and Osage 
counties, a group of volunteers 
dedicated to look after the wel-
fare and well-being of Osage 
and Pawnee children stuck in 
the state and tribal court sys-
tems and foster systems, need 
more volunteers. Currently, 
Osage County only has five 
CASA volunteers and Pawnee 
County has 12. 

After two major incidents, 
ONPD moving forward: The 
Osage Nation Police Depart-
men has been involved in two 
high-profile cases since Febru-
ary, one has been resolved and 
the other is still under inves-
tigation by the Tulsa County 
Attorney’s Office. “ONPD is 
going to continue conducting 
professional law enforcement 
series and continue moving 
forward in a positive direction 
and always be transparent 
to citizens of the community 
in the daily operations of the 
Osage Nation Police Depart-
ment,” said ON Police Chief 
Nick Williams. 

Osage youth crowned 2015-

2016 Denver March Princess: 
Makayla Sage thought it was 
going to be just another Den-
ver March Powwow with her 
family. But as one of the larg-
est powwows in the world 
came to a close, they read the 
bio of the next Denver March 
princess and announced her 
name. 

Bird Creek Farms provides 
community gardens and or-
ganic produce: Addie Roan-
horse and her eight-year old 
daughter Anya are thrilled 
about their small plot of land 
they recently acquired at Bird 
Creek Farms. “It’s awesome, 
it’s exciting. I had thought 
about doing it [gardening] on 
my own but the land is already 
tilled. 

July 2015 
Gideon Goodeagle, Jr. is 

Hominy District’s new Drum-
keeper: Twelve-year old Gide-
on Goodeagle, Jr. has been 
selected as the next Hominy 
Drumkeeper. Goodeagle, Jr. 
is a 7th grader from Hominy, 
Okla., and is the son of Gideon 
Goodeagle, Sr. and son of Deb-
bie Murray. He and his family 
will be responsible for hosting 
the Hominy In-Lon-Schka and 
taking care of the district’s 
members, along with amnay 
more cultural responsibilities. 

Hominy Roundhouse to be 
restored: Seeing the inside of 
the Hominy Roundhouse was a 
rare sight for Osages arriving 
for the Hominy In-Lon-Schka 
dances. The stating day of the 
Honiny dances, June 11, Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear and other Osage digni-
taries and employees, were 
walking in and around the his-
toric roundhouse, inspecting 
its condition. He then called 
Bruce Cass, director of the 
Tribal Development and Land 
Acquisition, declared it an 
emergency and plans started 
on making plans for renova-
tion work.

Berbon K. Hamilton, the 
new Pawhuska District Drum-
keeper: Berbon K. Hamil-
ton, has been selected as the 
next Pawhuska Drumkeeper. 
Hamilton, 16, is a Junior 
at Sequoyah High School in 
Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation. 

Skiatook Catholic Church 
incorporates Osage culture: 
As Father Ken Iheanacho said 
his homily for his Father’s 
Day mass at the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Skiatook, 
he wore eye-catching new vest-
ments and moved about very 
colorful altar cloths. “Some 
of you may have noticed our 
new altar cloths and my vest-
ments,” he said. And with a 
smile he added, “They look 
pretty good.” 

2015
Year in Review 
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Chief Standing Bear forging 
ahead with Osage language 
immersion program: Fueled 
from a recent trip to the Cochi-
ti Pueblo in New Mexico and 
the Southern Ute of Colorado 
in May, principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear is forging 
ahead with his language im-
mersion program-whether the 
Nation’s employees are ready 
or not. His plans are to imple-
ment a program very similar 
to that of the Southern Ute 
and Cochiti who have immer-
sion day cares and Montessori 
schools for their tribal mem-
bers, ages birth to six. 

August 2015 
Osage Minerals Council 

lawsuit against DOI to be 
heard Aug. 10: A federal judge 
has scheduled the preliminary 
court case to consider a tem-
porary restraining order and 
preliminary injunction on the 
final oil and gas regulations 
that will change 25 CFR Part 
226. They were scheduled to 
take effect July 10. 

Osage Nation overhauling 
early learning academies to 
Educare standards: An associ-
ate degree or bachelor’s degree 
in early childhood education is 
what will be required to teach 
at on of the Osage Nation’s 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Early Learning 
Academies –something that 
has never been required before. 
“Our goal is to have a certified 
early childhood teacher in ev-
ery classroom-there will only 
be so many positions available 
for Child Development Associ-
ates (CDA), which will require 
the rest of the teachers who 
decide to stay with us to raise 
their level of qualifications,” 
said Debra Atterberry in an 
email. 

Chief Standing Bear meets 
with the staffs of Sens. Lank-
ford and Inhofe: Two Repub-
lican Oklahoma senators, Jim 
Inhofe and James Lankford, 
sent a letter to the Secretary 
of Interior Sally Jewell, ask-
ing her to find a solution to 
stop the new oil and gas regu-
lations from taking effect in 
Osage County. The two-page 
letter, sent on July 9, said the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs has 
a fiduciary duty to ensure eco-
nomic vitality for the Osage 
Minerals Estate. 

Aunt and nephew win World 
Champion honors at Pinto 
World Horse Show: Faren An-
derson and Kristofer Revard 
are World Champions. When 
showing and demonstrating 
the abilities and beauty of Pin-
to horses, there aren’t much 
better than Anderson and her 
8-year-old nephew Kristofer. 
Anderson won two world cham-
pionships, as well as, Ama-
teur English Showmanship 

Solid Horse, Amateur Western 
Horsemanship Solid Horse 
and Reserve World Champion 
Amateur Western Pleasure 
Solid Horse. She also placed in 
the top five in four other event 
classes, Kristopher, who is go-
ing into the third grade, came 
home with Youth Walk/Trot 
Showmanship Solid Horse 
World Championship. He also 
came home with third place 
in Youth Walk/Trot Western 
Pleasure Solid horse.

Osage Nation compacting 
Pawhuska IHS facility, servic-
es and staff to be added: The 
Osage Nation has compacted 
with the Indian Health Service 
to take control of the Pawhuska 
clinic on Oct. 1. What Nation 
officials want Osage citizens to 
know, is that services are not 
going to be taken away. 

Osage Minerals Council and 
Standing Bear administration 
at odds: Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear is slowly 
chipping away at the Osage 
Minerals resistance to Osage 
Nation law. “They’re an agen-
cy of the government, not a 
branch,” Standing Bear said. 
Over the years, the Minerals 
Council has been at odds with 
whether or not they are a part 
of the new Osage government 
ratified in 2006, or whether 
they are the Osage Tribal 
Council – which no longer ex-
ists. However, an ON Trial 
Court Associate Judge and 
the ON Attorney General have 
recently sided with Standing 
Bear. Soon, the question of 
what authority the minerals 
council has may go before the 
ON Supreme Court.

Congress approves $100,000 
for Osage LLC litigation ex-
penses: On July 16, the Con-
gress voted unanimously to 
approve a $100,000 appro-
priation bill (ONCA 15-16 
sponsored by Buffalohead) for 
litigation expenses to pursue 
court action against the former 
Osage Limited Liability Com-
pany management and busi-
ness partners in wake of the 
investigation into those busi-
ness activities that resulted in 
millions of dollars in losses. 

Housing services spread to 
different offices within the Na-
tion: Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear’s housing re-
organization is complete. The 
Housing Department, what 
many Osages are used to call-
ing it, is no more. 

Congress votes down mini-
mum wage bill to include ca-
sino employees: The Fourth 
Osage Nation Congress voted 
down a bill seeking to raise 
the Osage Casino employee 
minimum wage to match the 
Nation’s current $11.50 mini-
mum wage by next year. The 
bill (ONCA 15-55 sponsored 
by Congressman John Maker) 
failed with seven “no” votes 
and four “yes” votes during the 
July 16 meeting of the special 
session. 

ON Congress passes FY2016 
bills for health benefit, schol-
arships and burial assistance 
funds: On Day Two of the 
Seventh Special Session, the 
Fourth Osage Nation Con-
gress passed four appropria-
tion bills on July 14. Three of 
those passed bills are FY2016 
appropriations to fund the Na-
tion’s burial assistance fund at 
$450,000 (ONCA 15-56 spon-
sored by Congresswoman An-
gel Pratt); the health benefit 
fund at $6 million (ONCA 15-

57 sponsored by Congresswom-
an Alice Buffalohead); and the 
higher education scholarship 
fund at $8 million (ONCA 15-
58 sponsored by Congressman 
Archie Mason.) 

Osages gather for Sunrise 
Morning Prayer at wind farm 
site: Osages gathered at sun-
rise on July 10 at the wind tur-
bine site on Highway 18. Led 
by Fairfax resident Dr. Joe 
Conner, Osage officials and 
others gathered to pray. 

September 2015 
Osage Language Immer-

sion School names first class 
of students: For the first time 
in the history of the Osage, a 
language immersion school is 
being implemented to save the 

Osage language from extinc-
tion. Parents of 19 lucky Osage 
children, ages 0-5, attended a 
meeting on Aug. 4 to hear the 
future of their children’s edu-
cations. 

Nation receives $1.2 million 
grant to create WAHZHAZHE 
Eco Park: Thanks to a $1.2 
million grant from the Corpo-
ration for National and Com-
munity Service, the Nation is 
moving forward with develop-
ment of WAHZHAZHE Eco 
Park at Bird Creek Farms. 
The gran, which was for 
$1,250,000, was awarded to 
the Communities of Excel-
lence for the development of 
WAHZHAZHI Eco Park – a 
second project designed for 
Bird Creek Farms. 

Standing Bear on status of 
Mineral Estate: ‘Pandora’s box 
has been opened’: Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
met with the Third Osage 
Minerals Council in a Special 
Meeting Aug. 31 to discuss pos-
sible legislation being formed 
by Republican Sens. Jim In-
hofe and James Lankford that 
could affect the Osage Miner-
als Estate. 

Osage Casino officials an-
nounce preliminary plans for 
Tulsa casino and hotel: Osage 
Casino officials announced 
preliminary plans for a new 
Tulsa casino, which include 
a 132-room hotel and confer-

ence facility to go with a larger 
gaming venue for its north 
Tulsa property. The proposed 
larger gaming venue will be 
located next to the current ca-
sino along 36th Street North 
about 10 minutes north of the 
downtown area. 

Federal judge grants injunc-
tion against final oil and gas 
mining regulations: Tulsa Fed-
eral District Judge Gregory 
Frizzell granted an injunction 
on the new rules that would 
change the regulations for oil 
and gas drilling in the Osage. 
Cheers and congratulatory 
yells followed Frizzell’s ruling 
as the nearly 200 attendees of 
the Aug. 10 hearing celebrat-
ed. 

ON Election Board selects 
Texas company for election 
services, equipment: With four 
months to go before the 2016 
election year starts, the Osage 
Nation Election Board se-
lected a Texas-based election 
company to provide support 
and equipment for conducting 
the upcoming elections. At its 
Aug. 31 meeting, the Election 
Board voted unanimously to 
authorize Election Supervisor 
Alexis Rencountre the author-
ity to work on contracting the 
services for Austin-based Hart 
Intercivic. 

Osage News advertising 
rules for the 2016 election sea-
son: Election season is upon 
the Osage Nation with six 
seats up for grabs on the Osage 

Nation Congress in 2016. Can-
didates wishing to advertise, 
it will be first come, first serve 
for the Osage News printing 
publication. 

United States asks judge 
to halt construction of second 
wind farm: The United States 
is asking a federal judge to 
halt the construction of a sec-
ond wind farm project called 
Mustang Run. If the judge 
denies the United States, 68 
additional wind turbines are 
headed the Osage Reserva-
tion. Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Cathryn McClanahan filed for 
a Preliminary Injunction and 
Expedited Consideration in 
Northern Oklahoma District 
Court Aug. 14

WahZhaZhi Health Center 
to open Oct. 1: The Pawhuska 
IHS Clinic has a new name: 
WahZhaZhi Health Cen-
ter. Osage officials and the 
Osage Nation Health Author-
ity Board recently selected the 
name. 

Osage Ballet to perform at 
World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia: The Osage Bal-
let has been invited to perform 
at the World Meeting of Fami-
lies in Philadelphia in Sep-
tember and Pope Francis will 
be in attendance. The Ballet 
has been asked to perform the 
prayer scene from Wahzhazhe: 
An Osage Ballet at the Festival 
on Sept. 26 in Logan Square. 

October 2015
WahZhaZhe Ballet performs 

at World Festival of Fami-
lies: The energy was high, 
“WahZhazhe, an Osage Bal-
let” performers were nervous, 
Osage singers were clearing 
their throats, waiting to be-
gin their performance. Mass-
es of people from around the 
world waited in anticipation 
for his holiness Pope Fran-
cis to make his appearance in 
Logan Square. The ballet per-
formance also took place that 
same night before thousands 
of people at the square. 

Osage Nation buys First 
National Bank building in 
Pawhuska: A building that’s 
been synonymous with Osage 
history – of oilmen, guardians, 
attorneys, and unscrupulous 

practices – is now owned by 
the Osage Nation. The Nation 
purchased the First National 
Bank of Pawhuska for nearly 
$275,000, just under the ap-
praised value. 

ON Congress passes FY 
2016 budgets day before fis-
cal year ended: As of Oct. 2, 
the Osage Nation Executive 
Branch continued to review 
the amended and Congressio-
nal – approved 2016 fiscal year 
budgets for the Nation’s gov-
ernment operations. On Sept. 
29, the Fourth ON Congress 
passed those budgets into law 
with less than 48 hours before 
FY 2016 started. 

DOJ awards Nation 
$877,882 for Domestic Vio-
lence program: The Osage 
Nation’s Domestic Violence 
program is getting an up-
grade. The Department of Jus-
tice awarded the Nation’s DV 
program $877,882 on Sept. 16. 
The money will allow the Na-
tion’s DV administrator, LaVi-
na Clark, to hire more staff. 

Congress recognizes Look-
out for Osage language pres-
ervation efforts: The Fourth 
Osage Nation Congress passed 
a resolution commending ON 
Language Department Direc-
tor Herman “Mogri” Lookout 
for his leadership and efforts 

2015
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in preserving the Osage lan-
guage. On Sept. 21, the Con-
gress unanimously passed 
resolution ONCR 15-24 ac-
knowledging Lookout, who 
was present to receive his writ-
ten citation from the Congress 
following the vote. 

Construction underway on 
Fairfax child care and senior 
center: Construction work is 
underway on the Osage Na-
tion’s dual – use child care and 
senior center facility on Fair-
fax’s west side. ON govern-
ment officials, Osage citizens, 
Fairfax locals and building 
contractors attended on Sept. 
9 groundbreaking ceremony at 
the facility’s location on south 
Eighth Street near the Catho-
lic Church. 

NCO meeting discuss adop-
tion opportunities for Osages 
and culture workshops: Osage 
Nation Social Services officials 
are reaching out to constitu-
ents seeking more foster and 
adoption families for Osage 
children. At the Sept. 26 
Northern California fall gath-
ering, social service workers 
visited with West Coast Osage 
constituents and discussed 
their department’s services 
available, especially for those 
interested in being foster or 
adoptive parents.

November 2015
Osage Congressman in-

ducted into French Brother-
hood Oct. 17 – Osage Nation 
Congressman John Maker 
was inducted into the French 
Brotherhood of Muscat de 
Rivesaltes in Rivesaltes, 
France. In 1827, when six 
Osages traveled to France and 
were left stranded for more 
than two years, they made it 
to Montauban, France where 
a Bishop took them in and 
nursed them back to health. 
One of those Osages was Big 
Soldier and the story goes that 
Big Soldier loved the Muscat 
de Rivesaltes. Maker, who is a 
descendent of Big Soldier, said 
he was contacted in May about 
being inducted into the Broth-
erhood in honor of Big Soldier.

Osage Casinos allow paid 
maternity and paternity leave 
for employees – The Osage 
Casinos joined the ranks of 
those businesses and govern-
ment employers who offer paid 
maternity and paternity leave 
for its employees. Casino man-
agement officials announced 
the human resources policy 
changes in October, which 
includes offering up to four 
weeks of paid maternity leave 
for expectant mothers and two 

weeks of paid paternity leave 
for fathers-to-be.

Committee to consider repa-
triation of Osage man buried in 
infamous Hiawatha Asylum for 
Insane Indians cemetery – In 
July, the Osage Nation Histor-
ic Preservation Office learned 
that a 23-year-old Osage man 
named Hon-Sah-Sah-Kah is 
buried in the former asylum 
cemetery in Canton, S.D. The 
news was discussed with the 
ON Traditional Cultural Advi-
sors Committee after the Na-
tion learned of the grave and 
that the Yankton Sioux Tribe 
is applying for a grant to desig-
nate the cemetery as a histori-
cal site. The committee voted 
to support a project to repatri-
ate Hon-Sah-Sah-Kah pend-
ing further information on the 
grant award status.

Osage strong: the courage 
of Lily Lookout – Nine-year-
old Lily Lookout of Pawhuska 
is battling leukemia, but con-
tinues to attend school while 
receiving treatments for the 
cancer. Lookout’s family 
shares her story of resilience 
and Lookout receives well-
wishes and financial support 
from the Osage and Pawhuska 
communities thanks to fund-
raisers that raised money to 
help her family with travel 
costs so Lookout can receive 
chemotherapy treatments in 
Tulsa.     

ON Congress to meet for 
eighth special session start-
ing Nov. 3 – The Fourth Osage 
Nation Congress met for a 
November special session to 
consider budget amendment 
matters.

Pawhuska Indian Village 
voters elect three new Five-
Man Board members – The 
Pawhuska Indian Village resi-
dents reelected Paula Stabler 
and Ryan RedCorn to serve on 
the village committee (Five-
Man Board) and also elected 
Cherokee Cheshewalla, Marjo-
rie Williams and Patrick Luey 
who are first-time board mem-
bers.

ON Election Board approves 
contract with Hart Intercivic 
– The Osage Nation Election 
Board approved a contract 
with Austin, Texas-based Hart 
Intercivic to purchase voter 
equipment, software and other 
services for the forthcoming 
2016 election year. The 2016 
general election will be held in 
June with six seats on the ON 
Congress up for grabs.

Hominy Indian Village elec-
tion scheduled Nov. 2-3 – For 
the first time, the Osage Na-
tion Election Board conducted 
the election for the Hominy In-
dian Village Five-Man Board. 
The plans came in response to 
an executive order from Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear after the village went 
several years without an elec-
tion for the board charged with 
maintaining the village prop-
erty and grounds.

Federal judge to order ac-
counting in Fletcher case – 
Federal Judge Gregory Frizzell 
is set to make a ruling in the 
Fletcher v. United States case, 
according to attorneys working 
on the case. The Fletcher case 
is a class-action lawsuit with 
more than 5,000 plaintiffs – all 
Osage shareholders – and asks 
whether the right payment 
was made to the right people.

Nation sets hopes on case 
in Oklahoma Supreme Court 
to oust wind farms – After a 

federal judge ruled on Sept. 
30 that Osage Wind’s con-
struction of 84 turbines in the 
Osage Minerals Estate did not 
need approval from the Osage 
Minerals Council, the Nation 
sets its hopes on an Oklahoma 
Supreme Court case. The Na-
tion is challenging the Osage 
County Board of Commission-
ers legislative authority to 
adopt a zoning ordinance giv-
ing the Osage County Board of 
Adjustment the power to issue 
a conditional use permit in the 
ongoing fight against the pro-
posed wind farm projects west 
of Pawhuska.

December 2015
Chief charges Fourth ON 

Congress with Constitution 
violations – Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear sues 
the Fourth Osage Nation 
Congress and alleges four 
Constitution violations were 
committed against the Execu-

tive Branch. Standing Bear is 
asking the ON Supreme Court 
for a declaratory judgment in 
his favor regarding the separa-
tion of powers allegations he 
raised as: the unconstitutional 
Congressional determination 
of individual salaries of Execu-
tive Branch employees; the un-
constitutional Congressional 
determination of job descrip-
tions for certain individual 
positions within the Human 
Resources department of the 
Executive Branch; the uncon-
stitutional Congressional con-
trol over Enterprise Boards 
by combining requirements 
for annual plan content with 
a declaration that the annual 
plan is legally binding and 
cannot be amended without 
congressional approval; the 
unconstitutional Congressio-
nal imposition of requirements 
on Principal Chief appointees 
to the constitutionally autho-
rized ON Gaming Enterprise 
Board. The Supreme Court 
had yet to rule on the case as 
of Dec. 31.

Hominy Indian Village votes 
in all-new board – For the first 
time in over six years, the 
Hominy Indian Village elect-
ed five new residents to serve 

on the Five-Man board. The 
election comes after Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
issued an executive order call-
ing for the election, which is 
the first one since 2009. Now 
serving on the board is Reu-
ben DeRoin (chairman), Jeff 
Wilcox (vice chairman), April 
Mitts (secretary/ treasurer), 
Larry Maker and William 
Shadlow. 

Osage culture represented 
in Christmas tree exhibit in 
Oklahoma City – The Red 
Earth Art Center launched 
its inaugural TreeFest exhibit 
in December featuring five 
Christmas trees decorated by 
five individual Oklahoma trib-
al nations. The Osage Nation is 
among this year’s tribes partic-
ipating along with the Citizen 
Band Potawatomi, Chickasaw 
Nation, Cheyenne & Arapaho 
Tribes and the Comanche Na-
tion. A group of Osages creat-
ed handmade ornaments that 
were featured on the tree that 
are miniature versions of ob-
jects seen at the In-Lon-Schka 
ceremonial dances including 
ribbonwork, scarf ties, water-
boy buckets, cedar chests, fin-
gerweaving and a man’s dance 
roach with feather as the tree 
top ornament.

Natl. NAGPRA Review 
Committee confirms Osages 
were part of Mound culture – 
The National NAGPRA Com-
mittee ruled unanimously 
the Osage people are cultur-
ally affiliated with the Late 
Woodland people in Missouri, 
Illinois and the Mississippian 
people, which ties the Osage 
people with the mound build-

ing culture. In November, the 
Osage Nation Historic Pres-
ervation Office presented its 
case to the NAGPRA commit-
tee after questions arose about 
the tribal affiliation of human 
remains and funerary objects 
found in Clarksville Mo. Ac-
cording to ONHPO research, 
the geography of the Osage 
is derived from archeological 
data, oral tradition, historical 
and linguistic evidence which 
states the Osage, Omaha, 
Kaw, Ponca and Quapaw origi-
nated in the Ohio River valley 
and moved westward where 
the Mississippi and Ohio riv-
ers converge at approximately 
A.D. 400 to A.D. 500. By the 
end of the Late Woodland 
period and during the Emer-
gent Mississippian period, 
A.D. 900 to A.D. 1000, the 
ancestral Osage focused their 
settlements primarily in the 
Cahokia and modern St. Louis 
area before eventually moving 
west toward present-day Okla-
homa.   

ON Congress to consider 
same-sex marriage bill during 
Hun-Kah Session – The Fourth 
Osage Nation Congress will 
consider the same-sex mar-

riage bill during the upcoming 

2016 Hun-Kah Session. The 

bill has been delayed since its 

first introduction in the 2015 

Hun-Kah Session. 

ON tribal court judge re-

fuses to dismiss missing 

Pawhuska village money cas-

es – Osage Nation Associate 

Trial Court Judge Lee Stout 

refuses to dismiss the missing 

Pawhuska village money cases 

against four former Five-Man 

board members. Attorneys for 

the men filed motions to dis-

miss the cases against their 

clients after the ON Supreme 

Court dismissed interlocutory 

appeals filed by defendants 

Frank Redcorn and Theodore 

Brunt. Those two men, along 

with Kenneth “K.C.” Bills and 

Joe Don Mashunkashey face 

numerous charges of misusing 

public money after a 2012 ON 

Office of Fiscal Performance 

and Review audit reported 

$806,000 in village revenue is 

unaccounted for.

Nation hoping to provide 

high-speed Internet to Osage 

County – The Osage Nation 

Utility Authority Board holds 

a November public meeting to 

discuss the feasibility study 

regarding the Nation provid-

ing high-speed Internet to the 

county. The study is underway 

after the ON Congress ap-

proved funding for the study 

earlier this year.

Intel Corporation reaching 

out to Indian Country with 

job opportunities – The Intel 

Corportation is investing $300 

million to encourage more di-

versity within the technology 

industry and announced an 

outreach to Native American 

communities. For more infor-

mation about job opportuni-

ties, visit www.intel.com.

New Osage Nation campus 

buildings unveiled on Nov. 2 

– Osage Nation officials held 

a ribbon-cutting ceremony for 

the two new buildings built 

as part of the campus master 

plan. The buildings – referred 

to as the Law Building and 

Welcome Center – are locat-

ed at 239 W. 12th Street and 

house several departments 

and programs.

American Legion Post 198 

honors veterans at dance – 

The Harold Bigheart Smalley 

American Legion Post 198 held 

its annual Veterans Day dance 

at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 

Center, which featured several 

individual songs in honor of 

Osage military veterans who 

served in the military from 

World War I to those serving 

in recent wartimes. Also at the 

dance, Kennedy A. Davis was 

crowned the 2015-2017 Post 

198 Princess. 

2015
Year in Review 
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JARED THORNE

STEM camp enriches minds of Osage youth
Tara Madden
Osage News

Christmas break for some 
Osage youth began with a one-
day STEM camp at the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Youth Academy on 
Dec. 22.

STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) Camp 
was held for Osage students 
grades K-8th grades. Osage 
youth from Pawhuska, Bow-
ring, Osage Hills and McCord 
attended. The camp included 
several STEM-related hands 
on activities. The campers 
were encouraged to demon-
strate teamwork in group proj-
ects. 

Lunch and snacks were pro-
vided for the campers since 
the camp was an all day event. 
Parents were encouraged to 
attend the camp.

“I think it was great! I liked 
building the boats best and I 
hope they have more camps 
soon,” said Trevor Rye, 10, 
from Pawhuska.

The students did robot yoga, 
they worked as a group and 
built towers out of pipe clean-
er, they also got to navigate 
the Sphero robots with Ipads. 
They worked in smaller groups 
making marble mazes, con-
structed from card stock pa-
per and tape, and string. They 
had to engineer a functional 
boat that would float and hold 
the weight of 25 pennies. The 
boats were constructed out of 
paper cups, straws, duct tape 
and Saran Wrap. 

“I would like to see more of 
these camps provided to our 
young children if that is a pos-
sibility, I think the camp was 
awesome for this group!” said 
parent Karie Mashunkashey. 
“It was an educational setting 
that was very positive and had 
a positive effect on my child.” 

Special guest speaker was 
Dr. Kent Smith who is the As-
sociate Dean of the Office for 
the Advancement of American 
Indians in Medicine and Sci-
ence and a professor of anat-
omy at the Oklahoma State 
University-Center of Health 
and Science. Smith gave a pre-
sentation on the anatomy of 
dinosaurs and the science be-
hind fossils of dinosaurs. The 
kids were allowed to make a 
fossil. 

“It was good, I love Science 
and making dinosaur teeth. 
I also liked playing with the 
Sphero balls and the aqua-
ponics,” said Zeke McCann, 7, 
from Pawhuska. “Well, I liked 
everything we did today.” 

Special guest Craig Walker 
of the Osage Nation ENR de-
partment did a presentation 
on aquaponics and rewarded 
the campers with candy for 
answering questions from the 
presentation. 

“My daughter continues to 
say words like ‘experiment’ 
(sper’ment) I think it was 
great to see her learn among 
many other girls and women,” 
said Electa RedCorn, mother 
of a small female camper. 

For more information on the 
STEM Program please contact 
the Osage Nation Education 
Department at 102 Buffalo 
Ave. Hominy, OK 74035 or call 
(918) 287-5300.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Campers look at an aquaponic system provided by the Osage Nation Environmental and Natural Resources department.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Michaela Pratt drives a sphero robot with an iPad at the Osage Na-
tion STEM camp for Osage youth.

Courtesy Photo/Avis Ballard

RIGHT: Campers make marble mazes at the Osage Na-
tion STEM Camp.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

BELOW: Campers constructed boats in teams using 
only paper cups, straws, duct tape and Saran Wrap. The 
boats had to be able to hold 20 pennies.



20 January 2016 Osage News • osagenews.org

Osage Culture

Wah No’m Bre
Charles Red Corn
Osage News

Charles Red Corn

People around the world 
have added any number 
of small touches to the im-
portant function of eating. 
It seems to me that tradi-
tional cooking and eating 
makes people feel good. I 
believe that Osages Cooks 
have evolved the prepara-
tion of food in a very good 
way, knowing when to stop 
and enjoy. For me it is bet-
ter than any other food I 
have tasted. As I write I 
am fully aware that our 
People have always been 
open to new ways of doing 
things, but for now we are 
doing very well with our 
traditional food. That is one 
thing in place that helps  
us continue to exist as a 
People.

Take Corn for example. 
The process of eating corn 
would begin in the early 
Spring when those Osages 
from earlier generations 
would dig up the surface 
of the earth and from the 
soil they had turned they 
would build small piles of 
that soil that would grow 
the best corn.  Then they 
would make a small hole 
in the flat top of the small 
pile of soil and drop a few 
kernels of corn into the hole 
and cover it up and wait for 
some rain to help it grow.

The planting season and 
the time for harvest de-
pended on the geography of 
where they lived. I do not 
remember the exact calen-
dar date, but I am certain it 
was the end of winter and 
the beginning of Spring. 
I remember hearing sev-
eral dates set aside as good 
planting periods, or moons 
that were best for planting.

Cultivating other veg-
etables is good, like squash 
and melons, they were a 
part of the diet of Osages. 
Like other Indian People, 
Osages were good hunters 
and knew how to blend dif-
ferent foods together. 

When Osages reached 
the Great Plains, buffalo 
meat and buffalo hunts 
became a part of the life of 
an Osage and there were 
many other forms of food 
like elk and deer that were 
well-suited for cooking and 
eating.  

The time and effort that 
goes into planting, har-
vesting, preserving corn 
and then cooking corn is a 
good example of what was 
required to exist in earlier 
times. 

Osage People, like other 
tribal people, were taught 
early in life that many as-
pects of eating are impor-
tant parts of sustaining life 
and there are aspects of food 
that are sacred. By leav-
ing the ripe kernels of corn 
to dry in the hottest days of 
light of the Sun for four days 
allowed the kernels of corn 
to absorb the Sacred Sun. I 
do not remember the name 
of the Elder Indian who told 
me that first, but I remem-
ber asking other Elder Osag-
es and Elder Indians other 
than Osages and all of them 
assured me it was true.

One of the first steps in 
cooking is building a fire, 
and to Osages the Cooking 
fire is sacred.    

Those Osages who came 
before us were well pre-
pared to face each day, confi-
dent that they were in touch 
with the One Who Created 
All Things. Present day Fire 
Builders do not use commer-
cial liquid fire starting 

It is my understanding 
that in those days there 
were prayers that opened 
a meal by expressing grati-
tude to the one who created 
all things, just as today.

Those Ancient Ones knew 
what they were doing. To-
day’s Cooks and Fire Mak-
ers are held in high esteem 
by those who eat the food 
they prepare, just as those 
Cooks and Fire Makers of 
the past.

–––––––––
About the author: 

Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, is 
the author of “A Pipe for Feb-
ruary” and various other pub-
lished works. Red Corn received 
his B.A. in Psychology and his 
Masters of Education Admin-
istration from Penn State. He 
is a veteran of the U.S. Army 
and resides with his wife Jeri in 
Norman, Okla. He is the Osage 
News culture columnist.

Courtesy Photo

James Weigant was in Monte Carlo, Monaco from Dec. 2-5 and took his Osage News with him. 

Osages arOund the WOrld

James Weigant was award-
ed a scholarship by the Club 
de Monte Carlo to attend Mo-
nacoPhil 2015. The biannual 
postage stamp event brings 
together some of the greatest 
philatelic rarities of the world, 
as well as leaders of the hobby. 

“I was present at the stamp 
show when HSH Prince Al-

bert II viewed the event. I also 
had the privilege to attend a 
black tie dinner with him, in 
his honor. Young people from 
the United States, England, 
Belgium, and Russia were 
awarded scholarships to at-
tend,” Weigant said. “In rec-
ognition of my thanks for the 
scholarship, I presented the 

president of the Club de Monte 
Carlo with a selection of items 
mailed from Pawhuska in 1894 
and 1916 and gave him a letter 
of thanks that explained the 
meaning of the phrase “way-
wee-nah,” and in great sincer-
ity gave him the big thank you 
in Osage.”

Otto Hamilton Jr. with his father Otto Hamilton Sr. and his brother Eugene.

elder serIes
–from Page 11

Otto Hamilton Jr. 
with his grandson 
Kiowa Cozad.



Osage News • osagenews.org January 2016 21COmmunity

JANUARY 
January 18 –  
Observed Holiday 

Martin Luther King Day 
Offices Closed

January 23
WAH-ZHA-ZHE An 
Osage Ballet Auditions 
Dance Maker Academy 
400 Palmer Ave. 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact (918) 704-4668

January 30 
Honor Powwow 
Hosted by American  
Indian Exposition  
est. 1935 
407 W. Oklahoma 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 
5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
For more information 
contact AIEest1935@
gmail.com

FEBRUARY 

February 6 
IICOT Sweetheart  
Powwow 
Osage Casino 
Event Center 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

February 7 
Greater Tulsa In-
dian Art Festival 
Princess Honor Dance 
for Frankie Lynn Soxie 
Glenpool Confer-
ence Center 
Hwy 75 and 121st 
Glenpool, Oklahoma 
1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 298-2300

February 13 
1st Annual Inter-Tribal  
Dance Contest 
Comanche Community 
Center of Apache 
Apache, Oklahoma 
Begins at 1 p.m. 
For more informa-
tion (580) 215-4676

February 15 –  
Observed Holiday  

President’s Day 
Offices Closed 

February 27 
The Dream Catchers  
Powwow 
Heritage Hall 
2646 W. Broadway 
Ardmore, Oklahoma 
For more informa-
tion contact (580) 
221-3001 ext. 141

MARCH 

March 25 –  
Observed Holiday 

Good Friday 
Offices Closed 

APRIL 

April 23 
United Osages of Southern 
California Spring Meeting
Carlsbad Senior Center 
799 Pine Ave. 
Carlsbad, California 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (760) 802-7591 or 
socal.osages@gmail.com 

MAY 

May 14
Northern California 
Osage Spring Meeting 
More information TBA

May 30 –  
Observed Holiday 

Memorial Day 
Offices Closed 

JUNE 
In-Lon-Schka Dances

JULY 

July 4 –  
Observed Holiday 

Independence Day 
Offices Closed 

AUGUST 

August 1-6 
American Indian 
Exposition 
Caddo County 
Fairgrounds 
Anadarko, Oklahoma 
More information TBA 

SEPTEMBER 

September 5 –  

Observed Holiday 

Labor Day 

Offices Closed 

OCTOBER 

October 10 –  

Observed Holiday 

Osage Day 

Offices Closed  

NOVEMBER  

November 11 –  

Observed Holiday 

Veterans Day 

Offices Closed 

November 24-25 –  

Observed Holiday 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

Offices Closed 

DECEMBER 

December 23-26 –  

Observed Holiday 

Christmas Holiday 

Offices Closed 

December 30 

New Year’s Eve 

Offices Close at Noon

Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 

Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-

hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 

email sshaw@osagenews.org, 

or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 

sure to include event date, loca-

tion, email and Web address (if 

applicable) and a phone number 

where someone can be contact-

ed for validation if necessary. 

Deadline for the February 2016 

issue is January 18, 2015.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Victoria Louise Mundy 

(Tsa-Tdoa Men-Tsa Wah-Spa) 
soon to be a 2016 graduate of 
Stratford HS (Houston, TX), 
was selected as a 2015 Posse 
Scholar and will attend Bryn 
Mawr College in Pennsylvania 
on a four year academic schol-
arship. She is the great-grand-
daughter of Frantz Augustus 
and Eleanor Esch Fronkier, 
granddaughter of James Bar-
nard and Susan Louise Fronk-
ier (Mi Ka Ke) Mundy, and 
daughter of James Barnard 
(Tda-Tdanka Dah) and Pa-
mela Joyce Mundy. Victoria’s 
parents, brothers, aunts, cous-
ins and her entire Ni-U-Ko’n-

Ska family are excited for her 

selection by Bryn Mawr and 

look forward to her success. As 

a member of the BMC class of 

2020, Victoria plans to study 

Sociology and French.

Congratulations!
Kennedy Walls, a junior 

at Union City High School in 

Union City, Okla., was named 

to the Oklahoma State High 

School 3A Volleyball State 

Tournament team. She is the 

daughter of Christie and Durk 

Sepulvado.

United Osages of 
Southern California 
spring 2016 gathering 
scheduled April 23
Osage News

The spring 2016 meeting for the United Osages of Southern 

California is set for April 23 in Carlsbad.

UOSC co-organizer Gregory Clavier announced the gathering 

date in an email and said the meeting will feature an Osage Na-

tion Congressional candidates’ forum. The 2016 general election 

will be held in June and six seats on the 12-member Congress 

will be up for grabs.

“I apologize for not corresponding with you all for such a long 

time. I’m sure by now you all must realize we did not have a fall 

meeting. We were unable to coordinate a fall event. However the 

date for the United Osages of Southern California Spring meet-

ing has been set… Being that 2016 is an election year for the 

Osage Nation Congress, we will be inviting all candidates to join 

us for a candidates forum. After the beginning of the year I will 

send out a more detailed announcement for our Spring meeting,” 

Clavier said in the email.

Through the years, UOSC meetings have provided opportu-

nities for West Coast area Osages to network with each other 

and to connect with Oklahoma Osages who attend the meetings 

as candidates running for office; who are presenting or provid-

ing ON government services; visiting California relatives; or to 

learn about Osage art and culture from seasoned instructors 

providing the lectures and workshops at the meetings.

For more information on the UOSC organization, email Cla-

vier at socal.osages@gmail.com.

Two Osages are now serving 
as interim appointees on the 
Osage Nation Gaming Enter-
prise Board after taking their 
oaths.

On Dec. 11, Mark P. Revard 
and Susan Proctor Kneeland 
took oaths to serve on the five-
member board at the ON trib-
al courthouse in Pawhuska. 
Associate Trial Court Judge 
Lisa Otipoby-Herbert presided 
for both swearings-in.

Revard and Kneeland will 
also be subject to confirmation 
consideration by the Fourth 
ON Congress when it meets 
for the 2016 Hun-Kah Session 
starting March 28.

Revard, of Jenks, is a mort-
gage banker who is a regional 
vice president for Gateway 
Mortgage Group in Tulsa and 
is former president/ co-owner 
of FM Bank & Trust, accord-
ing to his resume.

Kneeland, of Wichita, 
Kans., is a category manage-
ment team lead for Cargill 
Meat Solutions and previously 
held data analyst positions 
with Cargill and The Coleman 

Courtesy Photo/Osage Nation Communications

Mark Revard and Susan Proctor Kneeland stand with Osage Nation As-
sociate Trial Court Judge Lisa Otipoby-Herbert after taking their oaths to 
serve on the ON Gaming Enterprise Board on Dec. 11.

Two interim Osage gaming 
board members take oaths

Company, according to her re-
sume.

According to the Osage gam-
ing law (ONCA 14-79), gaming 
board members are appointed 
by the Principal Chief and 
must be confirmed by Con-
gress to serve beyond interim 
status. Each board member’s 
initial and subsequent terms 
are for three years.

Other gaming board mem-
ber eligibility requirements 
state: “Any Board candidate 
who is at least 30 years old, 
who shall not have been con-
victed of a felony, and who can 
demonstrate the credentials 
of a qualified professional, is 

eligible to serve as a member 
of the Board. The Principal 
Chief shall apply Osage pref-
erence in appointing Board 
members.” The law also states 
all appointees must apply for 
a gaming license issued by the 
ON Gaming Commission and 
must undergo a background 
check as a primary manage-
ment official.

Current Gaming Enterprise 
Board members are Mark 
Simms (Chairman), Dawn 
Harrington (vice chairwoman) 
and John “Trey” Goldesberry 
III.
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: Ap-
plications may be downloaded 
at www.osagetribe.com/main_
jobsearch.aspx or obtained at 
the Osage Nation Human Re-
sources Department located at 
621 Grandview in Pawhuska. 
Interested applicants can also 
call (918) 287-5445 or email HR 
at atrumbly@osagetribe.org. 
Applications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

Primary Residential Treat-
ment Monitor – Pawhuska 
Counseling Center. Associ-
ate’s Degree in Counseling, 
Psychology, Sociology or related 
field preferred. High school di-
ploma or GED equivalent re-
quired. Must be sensitive to 
knowledge of substance abuse 
and domestic violence environ-
ments. Regular Part Time. Sal-
ary: $11.50/hr. 

Webmaster – Pawhuska In-
formation Technologies. 
College diploma or university 
degree in the field of computer 
science and/or 2 years equiva-
lent work experience. Good 
knowledge of Web technologies, 
protocols. Advanced program-
ming experience with HTML. 
Regular Full Time. Salary: 
$29.89/hr. 
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Gunther Lee Dailey
Gunther Lee Dailey, “Tsi-

Sho Hun-Kah”, 52 years, of 
Hominy, Oklahoma, passed 
away on Monday, January 4, 
2016 at his home in Hominy. 

Gunther was born August 
12, 1963 to Louis Bradley, Sr. 
and Marilyn Katherine (Hop-
per) Dailey in Hominy. He 
graduated from Hominy High 
School in 1981 and went on to 
receive a degree in Computer 
Programming from the Bryan 
Institute. Gunther lived and 
worked in Houston, Texas for 
several years before returning 
home to Hominy. 

Gunther began dancing at 
the Zon-Zo-Li In-Lon-Shka as 
a young man. He also served 
on the committee while his 
nephew was the drumkeeper. 
He enjoyed family gatherings, 
watching OU football games, 
going to Tulsa Driller’s base-
ball games and going to drive-
in movies. He loved to just go 
anywhere.

Gunther is survived by: 
his son, Amos Dailey; and 2 
daughters, Rachel and Chel-
sea Dailey; his mother, Mari-
lyn Dailey; his brother, Scott 
Lohah and his wife, Carolyn, 
all of Hominy, as well as sever-
al nieces, nephews and family 
members that love him.

Gunther is preceded in 
death by his father, Louis Dai-
ley, Sr. and his brother, Louis 
“Brad” Dailey, II.

The funeral service will 
be held at 10:00 AM, Friday, 
January 8, 2016 at the Dailey 
home in Hominy, Oklahoma 
with Harry Roy Red Eagle offi-
ciating. Pallbearers are: Amos 

Dentist – Pawhuska Wah-
Zha-Zhi Health Center. De-
gree in Dental Surgery (D.D.S) 
or Dental Medicine (D.M.D.) 
from a school approved by the 
Council on Dental Education, 
American Dental Association 
(ADA) or other dental school pro-
vided the education and knowl-
edge acquired was substantial 
equivalent to that of graduates 
from an ADA approved school. 
Regular Full Time. Salary: 
$129,775 - $142,700 

Wildland Firefighter – 
Pawhuska Emergency Man-
agement Wildland Fire 
Program. Must maintain a pro-
fessional attitude and appear-
ance that positively represents 
the Nation. Requires a high 
level of personal integrity and 
ethics. Requires a high level of 
problem solving skills. Regular 
Temporary. Salary: $13.00/hr. 

Sergeant-At-Arms – Pawhus-
ka Legislative. Must be able 
to push, pull, drag, tote 30 lbs. 
Must be able to read, write, 
speak, and understand the Eng-
lish language. Must be able to 
show up 15 minutes before ses-
sion/meeting time to ensure gal-
lery is in order for members and 
guests. Follow written and ver-
bal instructions. Regular Part 
Time. Salary: $15.00/hr.

Classifieds

Dailey, Louis Dailey, Jess Lo-
hah, Brandon Wallace, Ter-
ence Piearcy, Kent Hensley, 
Brady Reed, Channing Tardiff, 
Joe Bunch, and Silas Satepau-
hoodle. Head cook is Alice Buf-
falohead. Burial will follow the 
services at A. J. Powell Memo-
rial Cemetery in Hominy.

Powell Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with the ar-
rangements. Online condo-
lences and memories may be 
left in the guestbook at Powell-
FuneralService.com.

Bruce Maker
Bruce Maker, 78 years, of 

Hominy, Okla., passed away 
on Saturday, Jan. 2, 2016 at 
St. John Medical Center in 
Tulsa, Okla.

Bruce was born in Hominy 
on Dec. 20, 1937 to Leo Maker 
and Opal Bruce. He attended 
Hominy High School and later 
attended Oklahoma State Uni-
versity. Bruce was married 
to Wanda Lue Evans on Nov. 
21, 1967 in Camdenton, Mo. 
They have been married 48 
years.  He retired from South-
western Bell Telephone and 
then owned and operated 5M 
Outfitters in Chama, N.M. for 
15 years. Bruce was an avid 
hunter and fisherman, espe-
cially coon hunting. He was a 
lifelong rancher, a storyteller, 
a prankster, and most of all, he 
loved being Papa Bruce.

Bruce is survived by: his 
wife, Wanda; four sons: Chuck 
Maker and his wife, Angie of 
Dallas, TX; David Tony Maker 
of Hominy, OK; Chris Maker 

Bruce Maker

George Jacob “Jake” Waller

Gunther Lee Dailey

and his wife, Rebecca of Homi-
ny, OK; Joseph Maker and his 
wife, Paula of Hominy, OK; 
one daughter, Farrah Boyd 
and her husband, Dustin of 
Hominy, OK; 19 grandchildren 
and 16 great-grandchildren 
and his dearest cousins: Nan-
cy LaZelle and Jesse May, as 
well as other cousins and other 
family members.

Bruce is preceded in death 
by: his parents; his grandpar-
ents: Elmer Ross and Nona 
(Hart) Maker and John and 
Alice Bruce and his great-
grandchild, Paxton Owens. 

Traditional Osage services 
and the funeral service were 
held at 9 a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 
5, 2016 at the Hominy Indian 
Village Chapel with the Pas-
tor Wayne Brown and John 
Maker officiating. Pallbearers 
were: Chuck Maker, David 
Tony Maker, Chris Maker, 
Joseph Maker, Farrah Boyd, 
Marion Graham, Jerry Ballard 
and Dewey Burwell. Honor-
ary Pallbearers were: Lonnie 
Ware, Bob Cox, Dalton Maker, 
Jacob Maker, Dakota Doyle, 
Chance Doyle, Justin Maker, 
Conner Boyd, Dustin Boyd, 
Daniel Maker, Zach Maker 
and Corey Maker.  Burial fol-
lowed the services at A.J. 
Powell Memorial Cemetery in 
Hominy, Oklahoma.

Powell Funeral Home was 
entrusted with the arrange-
ments. Online condolences 
and memories may be left in 
the guestbook at PowellFuner-
alService.com.

James Fredric Maker
James Fredric Maker, 64 

years, lifelong resident of 
Hominy, Oklahoma passed 
away on Tuesday, October 27, 
2015 at Cleveland Area Hospi-
tal in Cleveland, Oklahoma.

James was born in Hominy, 
Oklahoma on July 6, 1951 to 
Fred and Marguerite Ellen 
(Smith) Maker. He graduated 
from Hominy High School. He 
enlisted in the United States 
Marie Corps on January 11, 
1973. He was a Vietnam Vet-
eran and obtained the rank of 
Corporal and was a Field Ra-
dio Operator. He received the 

National Defense Service Med-
al, Good Conduct Medal and 
a Rifle Sharpshooter Badge. 
James worked as an engineer 
in the Petroleum Industry.

James is survived by: his 
wife, Cynthia (Martin) Maker 
of the home; his daughter, Ja-
mie Maker; his grandson, Bry-
an Kidder; his granddaughter 
Jasie Hamilton, all of Hominy, 
OK; his sister, Charles Louvier 
of Tulsa, OK; and his step-chil-
dren, Norman Parks of Hous-
ton, TX and Laura Parks of 
Tulsa, OK.

James is preceded in death 
by: his parents and his broth-
ers; Robert and Leslie Maker.

Services to celebrate James 
Makers life was Sunday, No-
vember 1 at 2 p.m., at the 
Friends Church of Hominy, 
OK, with Minister David Na-
gle officiating.

George Jacob “Jake” Waller
George Jacob Waller passed 

away on Tuesday, December 
29, at his home at the age of 56 
years, eight months, six days. 

Jake was born April 23, 
1959, in Tulsa, Okla. He was 
the twin son of George Everett 
and Cedar Marguerite (Matin) 
Waller. As a young boy Jake 
grew up in Hominy, Okla., 
where he began kindergar-
ten. Jake later graduated from 
Hominy High School with the 
Class of 1977. Following high 
school, Jake furthered his 
education at the University 
of Oklahoma in Norman. He 
later returned to Hominy and 
began working in the oil field 
for Performance Oil. Jake later 
started his own private secu-
rity services Waller Protection 
and Security. Jake served as 
security for White Hair Me-
morial for many years and 
then worked for the Sac and 
Fox Tribe as a security officer 
for several years. Jake later 
returned to do what he loved 
most ranching. In 1982, Jake 
was united in marriage to 
Jane and to that union there 
is one child. In 1986, Jake was 
united in marriage to Crissy 
and to that union there are 
four children.

Jake has been an active 
part of the Osage Indian Com-
munity. He was a member of 
the Osage Nation 30th Tribal 
Council from 2000-2002, Hom-
iny Indian Village Five Man 
Board, Housing Authority, and 
Tax Commission Advisor. Jake 

also worked consulting for the 
gaming commission for several 
years. Jake served as Whip-
man for the Zon-Zo-Li District. 

Survivors are his five chil-
dren Jacob Waller of Strat-
ton, Colo., his children Jane, 
Matlin, Harold and Michael 
Waller; Christena Nichole El-
lis of Nebo, Ky., and her chil-
dren Hayden, Treva, Dawson 
and Drema; George Little Sun 
Waller of Hominy, Okla. and 
his daughter Alexis; Leah Mat-
in Waller of Hominy, Okla.; 
Cole Jace Waller of Hominy, 
Okla.; three siblings Belle 
Renee Wilson and husband 
John; Regina Hill; Everett 
Waller and his wife Marian all 
of Hominy, Okla. and numer-
ous other relatives and friends 
that will mourn his passing. 
Jake was preceded in death by 
his mother Cedar Marguerite 
(Matin) Waller, Father George 
Everett Waller, son Matthew 
Roderick Waller; two sisters 
Rosa Pledger and Rita Hill. 

Funeral services were held 
at 9 a.m., Friday, January 1 at 
the Waller Residence. Burial 
followed in the A.J. Powell 
Memorial Cemetery in Homi-
ny, Okla. under the direction 
of Chapman-Black Funeral 
Home in Cleveland, Okla. 

Howard Mallotte West III
Howard Mallotte West III, 

66 years, of Austin, Texas, 
passed away on Tuesday, Dec. 
29, 2015 at his home in Austin.

Howard was born in Still-
water, Okla., on Jan. 10, 1949 
to Howard M. West, Jr. and 
Juanita (Ware) West. He grew 
up in Hominy, Okla., and re-
sided in Austin for the last 
30 years. He graduated from 
Hominy High School and at-
tended OU, OSU, and Univer-
sity of Texas after graduation. 
Howard ran track at Hominy 
High School and OSU, and 
he was in the Army and part 
of the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, Pathfinder, and served in 
Vietnam. Howard worked as a 
Construction Worker, and was 
an avid OU Fan.

Howard is survived by: 
Daughter, Mary West of El 
Reno, OK; Granddaughter, 
Mary Proctor; Grandson, Ju-
lian West; Great Grandson, 
Aidan Proctor; two Sisters: 
Francis Williams of Fairfax, 
Okla., and Nita L. West of 
Tulsa, Okla.; Brother, Dan 
G. West of Copan, Okla.; two 
Cousins: Kim and Joe, and nu-
merous Nieces, Nephews and 
Cousins.

He is preceded in death 
by: his Parents, Howard and 
Juanita, and Grandson Mat-
thew Jones.

The funeral service was 
held at 9 a.m., Monday, Jan. 4, 
2016 at the Osage Indian Vil-
lage Chapel in Hominy.

Powell Funeral Home has 
been entrusted with the ar-
rangements. Online condo-
lences and memories may be 
left in the guestbook at Powell-
FuneralService.com.
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Principal Chief 
Standing Bear 
calls for Jan. 20 
Congressional 
special session 

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear issued an execu-
tive proclamation for a special session 
starting Jan. 20 in the Congressional 
Chambers in Pawhuska. Standing 
Bear’s office issued a written proclama-
tion calling for the special session on 
Jan. 5.

According to the proclamation, Stand-
ing Bear presented four items for the 
Congress to consider during the special 
session, which may last up to 10 days 
per the Osage Constitution. As of Jan. 
5, those items up for consideration are:

• A budget modification for the Food 
Distribution program under the ON 
Division of Child, Family and Senior 
Services.

• A supplemental appropriation for 
the Division of Governmental Op-
erations (Osage Nation Police De-
partment grant and Ester Martinez 
Immersion Grant).

• Creating a Historic Preservation re-
volving fund.

• The transfer of assets from the defunct-
Osage Limited Liability Company. 
Last year, the Congress passed resolu-
tions establishing Tallgrass Economic 
Development LLC and during the fall 
Tzi-Zho Session, voted to confirm the 
five Osage LLC board members to the 
new LLC, which has the same intent: 
To pursue revenue-making opportu-
nities for the Nation, which are inde-
pendent from gaming. Remaining LLC 
matters include the transfer of assets 
from under the former LLC.

For more information on the Con-
gressional sessions, scheduled com-
mittee meetings and legislative 
documents, visit the Congressional 
website at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/congressional-legislative-
branch 

Northern California Osage spring gathering set May 14
The Northern California Osage or-

ganization is holding its spring 2016 
gathering on Saturday May 14 in Peta-
luma at the Hermann Sons Hall in Old 
Town.

According to the gathering notice, 
there will be a cultural presentation 
on the Osage wedding project, which is 
being developed into an exhibit at the 
Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Nat-
ural History in Norman. The keynote 
speaker for this presenation is Daniel 
Swan, professor and curator of ethnol-

ogy at the museum and University of 
Oklahoma. Also scheduled to speak is 
former Osage Tribal Museum director 
Kathryn Redcorn, who is a co-coordina-
tor for the project.

A website has been established to 
showcase public and private collections 
of photos featuring Osage wedding re-
galia at www.osageweddings.com.

Also featured at the May gathering 
is an opportunity for 2016 Osage Na-
tion Congressional candidates to speak 
and participate in election discussions 

with the voting Osage attendees pres-
ent.

All interested Osages who plan on 
running for office must file for candida-
cy with the ON Election Office during 
the filing period of March 15-31. The 
general election will be held June 6. 

For more information on the NCO 
organization and to RSVP for the gath-
ering, email: osages@northerncalifor-
niaosage.org 




