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Osage Congressman inducted 
into French Brotherhood Oct. 17
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Osage Nation Congressman 
John Maker was inducted into 
the French Brotherhood of 
Muscat de Rivesaltes on Oct. 
17 in Riversaltes, France. 

Muscat de Rivesaltes is a 
sweet white wine made from 
the region around the town 
Rivesaltes that sits on the 
bank of the Mediterranean 
Sea. In 1827, when six Osages 
traveled to France and were 
left stranded for more than 
two years and left to beg and 
starve in the streets of Paris, 
they made it to Montauban, 
France where a Bishop took 
them in and nursed them back 
to health. One of those Osages 
was Big Soldier, and the story 
goes that Big Soldier loved the 
Muscat de Rivesaltes. 

Maker, who is a descendant 
of Big Soldier, said he was con-
tacted in May about being in-
ducted into the Brotherhood in 
honor of Big Soldier.

“The induction ceremony 
was wonderful. It’s like a 
dream that it all happened. 
It was completely fantastic. 
They knighted me into the 

Brotherhood, said such nice 
things about the tribe and Big 
Soldier. They had never seen 
Osage clothes before and they 
were very impressed by my 
regalia,” Maker said. “It was 
such a celebration and an hon-
or. I’ll always remember it.”

The induction ceremony 
took place in the town of Rives-
altes during a two-day celebra-
tion. The event was broadcast 
on French television and there 
were numerous news outlets 
there to capture the moment, 
Maker said. He wore his Osage 
clothes for the ceremony. There 
was a procession, a traditional 
French dance was performed, 
speeches of what was to take 
place and then the Grand 
Master asked Maker to kneel 
down. They put a green cloak 
on Maker, bestowed a medal 
on him and knighted him with 
a sword into the Brotherhood. 

After Maker was inducted 
he read a letter from Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
to the attendees and presented 
a purple Pendleton blanket 
to the Grand Master of the 
Brotherhood. 

Maker spent 17 days in 
France, traveling the coun-

tryside and speaking about 
the Osage Nation, its culture 
and its people. While he was 
in Montauban at the begin-
ning of his trip he stayed with 
Jean-Claude and Monique 
Drouilhet, organizers for the 
Oklahoma Occitania II (OK-
OC), the Osage Nation’s sister 
city.

The OK-OC is a partnership 
between the Osage Nation and 
Montauban, to always keep a 
friendship between the two cit-
ies in honor of the six Osages 
who were rescued there in 
1829.  

Maker said when he was a 
child his grandmother would 
talk about how her great-uncle 
Big Soldier went to France. He 
said when he went to France 
in 2007 with Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Cultural Center Director Vann 
Bighorse, a reception was held 
behind a cathedral in their 
honor. At the reception was 
a Bishop who walked over to 
Maker, poured him a glass 
of wine and handed it to him 
saying, “the drink of Big Sol-
dier.” It was the Muscat de  
Rivesaltes.

Courtesy Photo

Osage Congressman John Maker was inducted into the French Brother-
hood of the Muscat de Rivesaltes on Oct. 17. The Grand Master of the 
Brotherhood knighted him with a sword.

Courtesy Photo

Nine-year-old Lily Lookout is battling cancer, and she’s doing it 
with the love and support of her community.

Osage strong: the
courage of Lily Lookout
Tara Madden
Osage News

Lily Lookout is an exuberant nine-year-old girl in the 
fourth grade that enjoys all the things any girl would en-
joy, including spending time with family and friends. 

Lily has cancer, but she is still attending Pawhuska El-
ementary School, despite having lost her hair and attend-
ing exhaustive chemotherapy treatments. 
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Committee to consider repatriation of 
Osage man buried in infamous Hiawatha 
Asylum for Insane Indians cemetery
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

One of the America’s dark-
est moments has become an is-
sue for the Osage Nation.

The Osage Nation Historic 
Preservation Office learned in 
July that a 23-year-old Osage 
man named Hon-Sah-Sah-Kah 
is buried in the cemetery of the 
notorious Hiawatha Asylum 
for Insane Indians in Canton, 
S.D. A Yankton Sioux tribal 
member, who is hoping to re-
store a memorial for the indi- Courtesy Photo/Choctaw Nation

The Hiawatha Asylum for Insane Indians was open from 1903-1933 in 
Canton, S.D. More than 120 Native Americans died there.

Osage Casinos allows paid maternity
and paternity leave for employees
Benny Polacca
Osage News

 TULSA, Okla. – The Osage 
Casino is joining the ranks of 
other business and govern-
ment employers offering paid 
maternity and paternity leave 
for its employees.

Casino management offi-
cials announced human re-
sources policy changes on Oct. 
21, which includes offering up 
to four weeks of paid materni-
ty leave for expectant mothers 
and two weeks of paid pater-
nity leave for the fathers-to-be. 

The policy changes received 
approval from the ON Gaming 
Enterprise Board.

Gaming board member John 
“Trey” Goldesberry said the 
Nation’s casinos are now “go-
ing to be leaders in this mar-
ket” and industry by offering 
the paid time off for expecting 
parents after hearing about 
the policy changes from casino 
management during a board 
meeting. 

“A lot of companies don’t of-
fer any sort of paid maternity 
or paternity leave,” said Osage 
Casino Human Resources Di-

rector Kyle Revard, who added 
the policy change means ex-
pectant parents won’t have 
to start using paid-time-off 
hours to be paid while tending 
to their newborn family mem-
bers, which was the former ca-
sino policy.  

The federal Family Medical 
Leave Act (FMLA) allows peo-
ple to take up to 12 weeks of 
unpaid job-protected time off 
in a one-year period for several 
life events including the birth 
of a child and to care for the 
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ON Congress to meet for eighth special session starting Nov. 3
Osage Nation Principal 

Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear 
has issued an executive procla-
mation for the Eighth Special 
Session of Congress starting 
Nov. 3 at 10 a.m.

Standing Bear issued the 
written proclamation on Oct. 8 
– the day after the fall Tzi-Zho 
Session ended. Special ses-
sions are called by executive or 
legislative proclamations and 
may last up to 10 days, accord-
ing to the Osage Constitution.

The special session will be 
used to consider additional 
or unfinished budgetary mat-
ters, as well as consideration 
of action regarding the ON 
Gaming Enterprise’s annual 
plan of operations for the Na-
tion’s seven casino properties. 
The Congressional Commerce 
and Economic Development 
Committee has started pro-
posing changes to the Na-

tion’s competitive bidding act 
and that issue is also listed 
on the proclamation. Also up 
for consideration are potential 
amendments to the worker’s 
compensation act.

Another gaming matter that 
remains up for consideration is 
whether the Congress will ap-
prove the gaming plan of oper-
ations with the proposed Tulsa 
Osage Casino Hotel project an-
nounced by Osage Casino and 
Gaming Enterprise Board offi-
cials. The casino-hotel project 
includes a new 88,800-square-
foot casino, space for 1,500 
electronic gaming machines, 
39 high-limit machines, 20 
table games and five poker 
tables. The casino will have a 
sports bar and grill, a small 
cafe and an additional casino 
bar and the hotel will have 132 
rooms with six built as suites.

Gaming Enterprise Board 

Chairman Mark Simms said 
the casino project is about 
$200 million, which is about 
50 percent less than an earlier 
larger casino project that was 
being developed by the former 
casino management last year 
estimated at just over $400 
million.  

The written proclamation – 
amended Oct. 27 – states the 
following items are up for con-
sideration by the Fourth ON 
Congress:

1. Approval of restoration 
of United States Marine 
Corps Detachment do-
nation deleted by Osage 
Congress in last Tzi-Zho 
Session. 

2. Approval of a resolution 
to specify that the Osage 
Nation tribally-funded 
self-insurance health 
plan may be the ‘Payer 

of Last Resort’ for eligi-
ble (ON) employees; and 
to allow (the Nation) 
to purchase individual 
supplemental policies 
for employees through 
the Insurance Market-
place or directly with 
health insurance carri-
ers.

3. Approval of the Osage 
Nation Gaming Enter-
prise Annual Plan of Op-
eration for Fiscal Year 
2016.

4. Approval of Amend-
ments to Osage Nation 
Gaming Enterprise An-
nual Plan of Operation 
for FY 2015.

5. Approval of Competitive 
Bidding Act Amend-
ments.

6. Approval of Work-
ers Compensation Act 
Amendments.

7. Approval of Division of 
Education Supplemen-
tal Appropriation (Wah-
Zha-Zhi Youth Academy 
and related budgets).

8. Approval of Capital As-
set and Improvement 
Fund Appropriation

9. Approval of Appropria-
tion of the Strategic En-
ergy Planning Grant.

10. Approval of amend-
ments to the FY 2016 
governmental opera-
tions division budget.

11. Approval of amend-
ments to the FY 2016 
Land, Commerce and 
Public Safety Division 
budget.

12. An appropriation for the 
Restricted Real Proper-
ty Fund. 

Correction
In an Osage News story 

titled “Proposed employee 
salaries subject of vetoes, 
debates,” which ran in the 
October 2015 edition, an er-
ror was made in reporting 
on the proposed 2016 fiscal 
year budget for the Osage 
Nation Principal Chief’s of-
fice.

In the proposed FY 2016 
budget support documents 
for the Chief’s office, there 
were two budgets submit-
ted for requests for tribal 
funds and indirect costs 
to pay for the Executive 
Branch’s salaries with 80 
percent tribal and the re-
maining 20 percent coming 
from the IDC budget. The 
newspaper’s story incor-
rectly reported the proposed 
budget asked for Chief’s of-
fice staff salaries with 20 

percent increases in an IDC 
budget. Regarding the ap-
pointed staff raises – that 
were ultimately stricken 
– Jason Zaun, Executive 
Branch Chief of Staff, said 
the proposed office staff 
raises were 4.35 percent to 
7 percent. Standing Bear 
said the proposed raises 
were made after requesting 
the ON Human Resources 
conduct a market survey on 
the staff salaries and the 
proposed increases were 
within the salary ranges. 
Ultimately the Chief’s Of-
fice FY 2016 budget was 
passed with staff salaries 
at FY 2015 levels after de-
bate during the Fourth ON 
Congressional Tzi-Zho Ses-
sion and Standing Bear 
signed the budget into law.

ON Election Board approves 
contract with Hart Intercivic
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Election 
Board has approved a contract 
with a Texas-based election 
company to purchase software, 
equipment and other services 
for the forthcoming 2016 elec-
tion year.

Earlier this year, the Elec-
tion Board gave its initial 
blessing to Austin firm Hart 
Intercivic to seek its services 
and equipment for the up-
coming election. Next June, 
Osage voters will cast votes for 
six seats on the ON Congress 
and proposed constitutional 
amendments that will appear 
on the ballot. 

This coming election year, 
the Nation will be among the 
first government municipali-
ties in the U.S. to use Hart 
Intercivic’s newly designed 
election equipment/ software 
called Verity.

ON Election Supervisor 
Alexis Rencountre said the 
office will purchase Verity 
equipment and software for 
future elections and will move 
toward bringing more election 

day duties in-house once staff 
is trained on working with the 
equipment and software for fu-
ture elections.

Hart Intercivic has experi-
ence working with government 
entities of various sizes using 
older election software and 
equipment, including Oklaho-
ma state elections.

“Hart is no stranger to the 
people of Oklahoma and the 
Osage Nation,” Phillip Braith-
waite, President and CEO of 
Hart InterCivic said in a com-
pany statement. “We created a 
rock-solid, custom solution for 
the state of Oklahoma that is 
used in every local, state and 
federal election from border to 
border.”

Rencountre said the Na-
tion’s contract with Hart 
Intercivic was approved in 
September, and the initial an-
nual fee is $35,875, which in-
cludes software, equipment, 
licensing and support, and 
new implementation services. 
After the first year of service, 
the annual fee is $1,430 for li-
cense and support, and there’s 
an additional service bureau 

fee of $2,530 for each election 
held.

Election Code amendments
The Election Board is also 

awaiting consideration and 
action by the Fourth ON Con-
gress to pass an amended elec-
tion code which would set forth 
changes, including a timeline 
of dates and deadlines for the 
upcoming election year. 

A proposed election code 
with amendments developed 
by the Election Board (ONCA 
15-76) remains tabled in the 
Congressional Governmental 
Operations Committee after 
it received initial consider-
ation during the fall Tzi-Zho 
Session. It’s unknown if the 
Congress members will con-
sider the revised election code 
during the scheduled Novem-
ber special session because it 
was not listed on the execu-
tive proclamation when the 
November issue of the Osage 
News went to press.

For more information on the 
Election Office, visit its web-
site at: www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/what-we-do/elections or 
call (918) 287-5286.

Pawhuska Indian Village voters elect three new Five-Man Board members
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Pawhuska Indian Village 
residents re-elected two people 
and voted for three new mem-
bers to serve on the village 
Five-Man Board.

Paula Stabler and Ryan 
RedCorn won re-election and 
incoming new board members 
are Marjorie Williams, Pat-
rick Luey and Cherokee Che-
shewalla. All five will serve 
two-year terms on the Five-
Man Board charged with pro-
viding “for the health, safety 
and welfare of its inhabitants; 
for the maintenance of tribal 
property; and to serve as cus-
todian and manager of tribal 
property and improvements lo-
cated within said village,” ac-
cording to the Code of Federal 
Regulations section referenced 
in the Pawhuska village con-
stitution created in 1963.

At the village board’s re-
quest, the Osage Nation Elec-
tion Board conducted the Oct. 
26-27 election as it did in 2013 
and the year before when a 
2012 special election was held. 
According to the ON Election 
Code, the Pawhuska and Hom-
iny village committee (Five-
Man board) elections may be 
conducted by other govern-
ment entities if residents seek 
assistance “as long as those 
elections are not inconsistent 

with the Osage Constitution 
and Osage law.”

On the first night, the Elec-
tion Board and Election Su-
pervisor Alexis Rencountre 
opened the election by asking 
the residents in attendance 
for nominees for the positions. 
Nine village residents were 
nominated. 

Rencountre, a former 
Pawhuska village resident, 
did not participate in count-
ing votes, but announced 
the results after the Election 
Board and Assistant Election 
Supervisor Courtney Dailey 
completed counting votes. Sit-
ting on the Election Board are 
Shannon Lockett, Terry Hazen 
and Belle Wilson.

The election results: Wil-
liams – 33; RedCorn – 31; 
Stabler – 28; Luey – 22; Che-
shewalla – 21; Janice Easley 
– 19; Dean Carter – 17; Sam 
Brothers – 6; Clarence Broth-
ers – 5. 

Stabler, who has served on 
the board since 2012 and also 
in earlier years, said “We have 
so many projects in the works 
and I am looking forward to 
continue our mission to create 
a better environment for our 
village. I want to thank our 
past board for all of their hard 
work and the village is looking 
beautiful and we hope to keep 
it that way. We are all really 
progressing with our master 
plan and the survey and I hope 

the new board is ready to get 
going. We have our next round 
of community input to gather 
and then we are ready to plan 
our next project.”

Outgoing board members 
are Harrison Shackelford, 
Jodell Heath and Paula Farid. 
The former board worked on 
several village improvement 
projects that included tak-
ing property inventory and 
purchasing new maintenance 
equipment; making improve-
ments to Wakon Iron Hall’s 
facilities; helping plan the 
building of the new Pawhus-
ka dance arbor; using a day-
worker program to maintain 
the landscape and to clean out 

litter and dump sites around 
the village. The board is also 
working with local-based Na-
tive American-owned planning 

firm Blue Star Studios Inc. on 

a master plan for the village, 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News 

Pawhuska Indian Village residents watch the Osage Nation Election Board and Assistant Election Supervisor 
Courtney Dailey (standing middle) count votes for the 2015 Five-Man Board election on Oct. 27.



Osage News • osagenews.org November  2015 3

See wInd FarMs
—Continued  on Page 4

See FletCher
—Continued  on Page 5

Hominy Indian 
Village election 
scheduled Nov. 2-3
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Plans are set for the 2015 Hominy Indian Village Five-
Man Board election scheduled for the evenings of Nov. 2 
and 3.

The Osage Nation Election Board will be conducting the 
two-day elections that will take place during both of those 
nights at the Hominy Community Building with voting 
from 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m. on Nov. 2 and from 6 p.m.-7 p.m. on 
Nov. 3.  

The Election Board will start the first night by taking 
board nominations from the voters who arrive by 6 p.m. 
Once board nominations are made, the list will be locked 
and village voters will choose members from that list of 
nominees. 

On the second day, the Election Board will count votes 
and announce the results after voting ceases at 7 p.m.

On Oct. 13, the Election Board met to discuss and plan 
the Hominy village Election Day activities in response to 
Executive Order 15-03 issued by Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear calling for the Hominy village election, 
which has not taken place in several years.

The ON Election Board is also conducting the elec-
tion after hearing requests for assistance from village 
residents. ON Assistant Attorney General Clint Patter-
son, who represents the Election Board, referred to the 
Nation’s election code, which states “villages or Village 
Committees (Five-Man Boards) may seek the assistance 
of other government entities to conduct their election…” 
Patterson said the AG’s office opinion is the election law 
may be interpreted to include village residents (who are 
not board members) as those who may request assistance 
with village elections.  

Hominy village resident Frances Wetselline attended 
the meeting and said this is the first board election she’s 
aware of since moving back to the village about five years 
ago. Wetselline, along with fellow attendees Lauren Wet-
selline, Mary Wetselline and April Mitts, came to the 
meeting to learn about the village election plans. After-
ward, the group volunteered to help the Election Office de-
velop a resident/ voter registry list for the Hominy village, 
which will help the Election Board verify voters’ identifi-
cation when they come to vote at the community building.

Election Supervisor Alexis Rencountre said village vot-
ers must be enrolled Osages and election officials will ask 
to see photo identification to confirm whether they are on 
the resident/ registry list. Although the executive order for 
the Hominy election states eligible voters must be at least 
21 years old, village residents must be at least 18 years 
old (per current federal law and the Osage Constitution).

Election Board chairwoman Shannon Lockett said the 
board research noted the Hominy constitution was ap-
proved during the time when the voting minimum age was 
21. According to history.com, the 26th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was passed in 1971, which lowered the 
current voting age to 18. 

The current Hominy Indian Village constitution was 
developed and approved in March 1964 by the Osage Trib-
al Council at the time and is signed by Principal Chief 
Paul Pitts. According to the village constitution, the vil-
lage committee is organized “to provide for the health, 
safety and welfare of its inhabitants; to provide for the 
maintenance of tribal property; and to serve as custodian 
and manager of tribal property and improvements located 
within said village.”

Check to www.osagenews.org for updates or follow the 
newspaper on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter.

The ON Election Office can be reached at (918) 287-
5286 or electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov.

Nation sets hopes on case
in Oklahoma Supreme
Court to oust wind farms
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

After a federal judge ruled 
on Sept. 30 that Osage Wind’s 
construction of 84 turbines in 
the Osage Minerals Estate did 
not need approval from the 
Osage Minerals Council, the 
Nation is setting its hopes on 
a case currently in the Okla-
homa Supreme Court.

“The Osage Nation is re-
quired to follow federal law, 
including federal court deci-
sions. Any remaining legal is-
sues are being handled by the 
Minerals Council attorneys,” 
Standing Bear said. “There is 
one last chance in an appeal of 
an Osage County decision be-
ing handled through the Osage 
[attorney general]. Outside of 
this, the solutions are political, 
and outside the court system.”

The Osage Nation first filed 
a case against Osage Wind, 
LLC, in federal court on Oct. 
18, 2011. The nation lost that 
case in December of 2011. 
Then in November of 2014 the 
United States filed the case 
against Osage Wind, LLC, 
in federal court for itself and 
the Osage Minerals Council, 
which was just lost.

The argument made by the 
United States was that Osage 
Wind needed a permit from 
the OMC to conduct “mining” 
and other activities within 
the mineral estate before dig-
ging the foundations of the 
turbines. The turbine founda-
tions are made of concrete and 
measure approximately 10 feet 
deep and are between 50 and 
60 feet in diameter. Workers 
were digging up limestone and 
other minerals, crushing it 
and using it as backfill for the 
foundations.

U.S. District Judge James 
Payne disagreed that Osage 
Wind was “mining” the min-
erals estate because the defi-
nition of mining in the Code 
of Federal Regulations states 
mining only occurs when there 
is “mineral development” for 
profit, not when a company 
“incidentally encounters min-
erals in connection with sur-
face construction …”

“The excavated soil, sand, 
and rock were not used for 
any purpose other than to re-
turn them to the hole from 
which they came,” according 
to the ruling. Payne also said, 
“In other words, a commercial 
mineral development purpose 
is required to invoke the leas-
ing requirements” of the CFR’s 
and the actions of Osage Wind 
did not qualify.

Once the Osage Wind Farm 
Project is completed it will 
consist of 84 wind turbines, 
underground collection lines, 
a substation, one overhead 
transmission line, two per-
manent meteorological tow-

ers, access roads, all covering 
approximately 1.5 percent of 
8,400 acres of leased property, 
according to the ruling.

The United States can ap-
peal the decision to the 10th 
Circuit Court in Denver but 
would need instruction from 
the Osage Minerals Council. 
According to OMC Chairman 
Everett Waller, the OMC is 
meeting with U.S. Attorneys 
to discuss future options.

Oklahoma Supreme Court
The Nation’s hopes now rest 

in the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court. The Nation is challeng-
ing the Osage County Board 
of Commissioners legislative 
authority to adopt a zoning 
ordinance giving the Osage 
County Board of Adjustment 
the power to approve a condi-
tional use permit.

The Board of Adjustment 
denied Mustang Run Wind 
Project, LLC, a conditional 
use permit, but only after they 
approved the same permit for 
Osage Wind, LLC. Mustang 
Run appealed the denial in 
district court and the judge 
presiding in the case ordered 
the board of adjustment to is-
sue the permit to Mustang 
Run, allowing for the company 
to begin construction.

The Mustang Run project 
consists of 68 wind turbines 
along Highway 60, about 10 
miles north of Fairfax. Repre-
senting the Nation is Tulsa-
based attorney John Moody 
and ON Attorney General Hol-
li Wells.

The Nation argued in the 
past the Mustang Run project 
will hurt the Tallgrass Prai-
rie Preserve, hurt the habitat 
of the greater prairie chicken, 
the turbines will kill bald ea-
gles, property values will drop, 
damage will occur to the ON 
Heritage Trail, to ON Cultural 
Resources, and existing oil and 
gas leases of the Osage. The 
Nation also made the argu-
ment that the Shidler School 
District “would actually lose 
ad valorem taxes for schools 
that Mustang Run said would 
increase,” according to the 
lawsuit.

Mustang Run Court Case 
Timeline:

2014

• March 7: Mustang Run 
Wind Project, LLC, files 
for a conditional use per-
mit from the Osage county 
Board of Adjustment to 
use approximately 9,453 
acres of land in Osage 
County zoned Agricultural 
for a wind energy facility.

• May 8: Osage County 
Board of Adjustment 
denies Mustang Run 
conditional use permit.

• May 15: Mustang Run 
Wind Project, LLC, files 
a petition and appeal to 
the Osage County District 
Court for the denial. Case 
assigned to Judge Dynda 
Post in Rogers County.

• May 28: Board of Adjust-
ment files its answer to 
Mustang Run, denying the 
board wrongfully denied 
the application. Asks the 
judge to dismiss the case.

• June 18: Judge Post sets 
status conference for June 
25, requires parties to 
provide the Osage Nation 
with a copy of the order.

• June 23: Board of 
Adjustment files re-
sponse to petition.

• June 25: Osage Nation and 
Osage Minerals Council 
files motion to Intervene 
and Brief in Support.

• June 27: Judge Post or-
ders that a list of evidence 
be submitted for a Trial 
De Novo on Aug. 13.

• July 7: Mustang Run and 
Board of Adjustment file a 
joint list of evidence. Osage 
Nation was not notified to 
submit their list of evi-
dence, despite having given 
a list to the Board of Adjust-
ment on May 7, it was not 
included in the joint list.

• July 15: Nation files Mo-
tion to Supplement Joint 
Submission of List of 
Evidence and Record for 
the trial. The list is sub-
sequently accepted.

• Aug. 4: Judge Post recuses 
herself from the case.

• Aug. 4: Nation files mo-
tion to Continue Trial De 
Novo, Motion for Extension 
of Time to File Trial Brief, 
and Request for Scheduling 
Conference because Judge 
Post had not ruled on their 
Motion to Intervene before 
her recusal. (The Nation 
also had a second case in 
District Court against the 
Osage County Board of 
County Commissioners, 
the Osage County Board 
of Adjustment and Osage 
Wind, LLC, challenging 
the legislative author-
ity and jurisdiction of the 
Board of Adjustment to 
issue a conditional use 
permit to Osage Wind.)

• Aug. 8: All cases, includ-
ing the Nation’s first case 
against the County Com-
missioners, Board of Ad-
justment and Osage Wind, 
were assigned to Judge 
Robert Haney of Ottawa 
and Delaware Counties.

A map of the proposed Mustang Run Wind Project. Osage News

Federal Judge to order
accounting in Fletcher case 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Federal Judge Gregory Frizzell is set to make a ruling in 
Fletcher v. United States and Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear is in support of the case. 

Standing Bear said even though the Osage Nation does not 
have an official role in the case he and his wife are shareholders 
and the case is for the benefit of Osage shareholders.

“As far as I’m concerned if the Fletcher team needs costs for 
the case, I’m not talking about attorney fees, costs such as mail-
ing costs to Osage shareholders, I think the Osage Nation should 
assist,” Standing Bear said. “That may not sound like much of a 
contribution but as an attorney, but I can tell you any help you 
can get in litigation like this, when you are representing thou-
sands of people, is appreciated.”

Since 2002 the Fletcher Case has languished in federal court, 
changing directions several times. It has seen seven dismissals, 
three amended complaints, a first and second successful appeal 
to the U.S. 10th Circuit Court of Appeals and the Court of Ap-
peals sent it back to district court. The case started out with 
five plaintiffs and all but two have died during the course of the 
lawsuit. The only plaintiff left is William Fletcher, of Hominy.

The Fletcher Case has not received support from the Osage 
Nation or the Osage Minerals Council. However, after an Oct. 
23 hearing attorneys for the shareholders are expecting Judge 
Frizzell to issue a ruling that protects the interests of the Osage 
shareholders. 

“The judge did not order the U.S. to account yet and we do 
not yet know the scope of that accounting. But, it sounded to me 
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Osage Congressman John Maker was inducted into the French Brother-
hood of the Muscat de Rivesaltes on Oct. 17. The Brotherhood gave him 
a robe, a medal and knighted him into the Brotherhood.

Courtesy Photo 

Osage Congressman John Maker, standing with the French Brotherhood of the Muscat de Rivesaltes on Oct. 17. 
He is now a member.

Courtesy Photo

Osage Congressman John Maker read a letter from Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear after he was induct-
ed into the French Brotherhood of the Muscat de Rivesaltes on Oct. 17.

Courtesy Photo

Jean-Claude and Monique Drouilhet, organizers for the Oklahoma Occitania II (OK-OC), the Osage Nation’s 
sister city hold a sign of the Osage Nation seal at Congressman John Makers induction into the Muscat de 
Rivesaltes on Oct. 17.

In a May 22 email from Jean-Claude to Maker, he said the 
OK-OC was very impressed with Maker’s knowledge of the 
Osage culture and that they remembered Maker expressing his 
grandmother’s stories of his ties to Big Soldier.

“This story of your ancestor Big Soldier who had loved the 
good wine of Rivesaltes came to the knowledge of a brotherhood 
of the city of Rivesaltes in the Eastern Pyrenees, the banks of the 
Mediterranean sea,” Jean-Claude wrote. “This brotherhood has 
the mission of celebrating the Muscat de Rivesaltes and publi-
cize it in the world. The Grand Master of the brotherhood would 
meet you and, on this occasion, induct you into the Brotherhood 
during a ceremony that he would organize in Rivesaltes.”

Osage Congress
The Fourth Osage Nation Congress commended Maker on 

Oct. 2 during its Tzi-Zho Session. Sponsored by Congressman 
Archie Mason, who has traveled to France many times and is 
good friends with Jean-Claude and Monique Drouilhet, com-
mended Maker for his induction, for accepting the honor as a 
direct descendant of Big Soldier in “his very humble way.”

“That your colleagues in this body of Congress honor you and 
wish you bon voyage.”

Mediterranean
Maker, who has never been to the Mediterranean finally got to 

see it and said it was beautiful. He’s wanted to go ever since he 
was stationed in Germany for two years in the early 1980s when 
he was in the U.S. Army, he said. 

He said the trip wasn’t all vacation and he was kept busy 
giving talks in Montauban, Riversaltes and Paris. Everywhere 
he went he read the letter from Chief Standing Bear. His most 
memorable moment, besides being inducted into the Brother-
hood, was getting the chance to visit Lourdes. Lourdes is the 
site of a miracle, where a Catholic Saint saw the Virgin Mary. 
He prayed at the Cathedral there, he prayed for the tribe, for 
its leaders, for those that were sick and grieving. He brought 
back holy water and rosaries from Lourdes for all his nieces and 
nephews.

His last four days in France were spent in Paris. He stayed 
with two professors from the University of Paris who taught Na-
tive American studies. They took him to Notre Dame, the Eifel 
Tower and the Louvre.  

“I give all praise to the Osage people, those old ones from long 
ago,” Maker said. “I gave thanks to God and prayed for the tribe 
in that holy place in Lourdes.”

which seeks to provide infra-
structure improvements.

RedCorn stepped in to fill 
a vacancy on the Five-Man 
Board in the summer of 2014 
and will serve his first full two-
year term on the board. Red-
Corn said he plans to continue 
working on the inter-govern-
ment relationship between the 
board and the ON government, 
which includes potential fu-
ture legislation, that will aide 
the village in handling its is-
sues and if successful, could 
also extend to the Grayhorse 
Indian Village. In the mean-
time, RedCorn said he would 
continue the legislation work 

with Executive Branch legal 
counsel Terry Mason Moore 
and the Grayhorse Five-Man 
Board before it faces consider-
ation by the ON Congress. 

Williams said she was asked 
to run for the board by other 
residents in the past few weeks 
and said: “In the past I have 
worked in different programs 
where you had to understand 
the CFRs and how ‘unique’ 
Osages are and how we are set 
up with our restricted villages. 
Since I am now a resident of 
the Village and the new Na-
tion’s Constitution is in place, 
I am eager to learn the new 
laws and a better understand-
ing of them, not only for my 
family, but also for rest of the 
residents in the Village.”

Cheshewalla said: “As a res-

ident of the Pawhuska Village 
for over 10 years, it is an honor 
to serve and to try to make our 
community the best that it can 
be. As for plans, that will be 
something the board will de-
cide as a group with the resi-
dents best interest put first. Of 
course there are things I would 
like to see done and I will defi-
nitely discuss that, but I am 
just looking forward to the con-
tinued progress of the Village.”

Luey said he is also excited 
to be a part of the board after 
living in the village with his 
family for almost three years. 
“It feels good knowing other 
residents of the village have 
faith in me to help make the 
decisions to make this a great 
place to live and to keep the 
village going in the positive 
path it is going in … As far as 
plans go, (I plan) to work with 
the other board members to 
make this village a desirable 
place for current and future 
residents to live … This is 
another way for me as an in-
dividual to do my part to give 
back to the community of the 
Pawhuska Village.”

• Aug. 22: Judge Haney 
orders a Order of Setting 
hearing  
for Aug. 28.

• Aug. 27: Mustang Run 
files a trial brief.

• Aug. 28: Judge Haney dis-
misses both Osage County 
District Court Cases 
brought by the Nation, but 
not the Mustang Run ap-
peal. Judge Haney permits 
Nation to intervene and file 
a trial brief in the case and 
allows the Board of Adjust-
ment to file its trial brief.

• Sept. 10: Nation files 
trial brief, challeng-
ing the authority of the 
Board of Commissioner 
and Board of Adjustment 
to authorize and approve 
conditional use permits.

• Sept. 10: Board of Adjust-
ment files trial brief.

• Oct. 23: Trial De Novo is 
held. Judge Haney states 

he had never before heard 
of boards of adjustment 
because they didn’t exist 
in Ottawa or Delaware 
counties and that all Osage 
County is good for is drill-
ing oil wells or raising 
cattle. He also says, “And 
I fail to see how a wind 
turbine is going to affect 
and cause some cow to go 
off her feed because the 
wind turbine is there.”

• Nov. 12: Judge Haney is-
sues order for the Osage 
County  
Board of Adjustment to is-
sue a conditional use permit  
to Mustang Run.

2015

• Nation appeals ruling to 
Oklahoma Supreme Court. 
Nation argues the District 
Court had no legislative 
authority or jurisdiction 
under Oklahoma statute 
to issue a conditional use 
permit and the order of 
Judge Haney is void.

Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please 

mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-
hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osag-
etribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, 
and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.



Osage News • osagenews.org November  2015 5

FletCher
–from Page 3

that the Judge was going to or-
der the USA to account,” said 
lead attorney Jason Aamodt of 
Indian & Environmental Law 
Group, PLLC. “We don’t know 
how far back the judge is go-
ing to require them to account 
for exactly. It could include 
lease income or bonuses, how 
much oil and gas was produced 
over time, whether the money 
received was handled reason-
ably, or whether interest was 
collected; those are the kinds 
of things that will be consid-
ered.”

Two Osage women 
among honorees at 
7th Annual Indian
Elder Honors
Osage News

OKLAHOMA CITY – Sheri 
Mashburn and Mary Elizabeth 
Ricketts were honored at this 
year’s 7th Annual Indian El-
der Honors for their life’s work 
and contributions to their trib-
al communities. 

The AARP Oklahoma hon-
ors 50 Native American elders 
each year who are selected 
from a nomination process. 
This year more than 30 tribes 
were represented at the hon-
ors, which took place on Oct. 
6 at the National Cowboy & 
Western Heritage Museum. 

Among the honorees were 
traditional speakers, veter-
ans, environmental activists, 
tribal leaders, tribal attorneys, 
cultural and spiritual leaders, 
physicians and storytellers. 

“The common thread among 
these honorees is the wisdom 
and impact they have had on 
their tribes, family and com-
munity,” said AARP Oklaho-
ma State President Joe Ann 
Vermillion in a news release. 
“Tonight, in this place, as 
Oklahoma tribes and nations 
join together in a spirit of har-
mony and peace, we reflect and 
give thanks for the lives they 
have lived and the innumer-
able ways they have passed on 
their legacies to future genera-
tions.” 

Sheri Mashburn (Osage) – 
has devoted the second chap-
ter of her life toward giving 
back to her tribe and making 
a difference in the lives of oth-
ers. After a 30-year career 
as a respiratory therapist in 
Louisiana, she returned to 
Oklahoma where she worked 
as a Cessation Specialist for 
the Communities of Excel-
lence Program and earned 
a Master’s Degree in Public 
Health from the University of 
Oklahoma. Over the past year, 
she has mastered becoming a 
trainer of a licensed therapy 
dog that she uses in stressful 
situations with children and 
elders in order to create bet-

ter living conditions for her 
people. 

Mary Elizabeth Ricketts 
(Osage) – during her 27-year 
career as Executive Director of 
the Osage Tribe Housing Au-
thority she helped hundreds of 
Native Americans by oversee-
ing the construction of 600 Mu-
tual Help Homes, town house 
apartments, duplexes and 
fourplexes. She established 
Osage Financial Resources, 
Inc., a Community Develop-
ment Financial Institution 
that makes financing available 
to Native Americans. She cur-
rently serves as treasurer for 
the Oklahoma Native Assets 
Coalition and she also sits on 
the Osage Nation’s Traditional 
Cultural Advisors committee. 
She served on the Pawhuska 
In-Lon-Schka Committee for 
30 years and served as head 
cook for two Drumkeepers. 

According to the release, 
AARP Oklahoma has rec-
ognized 350 elders from all 
39-federally recognized tribes 
and nations in Oklahoma since 
its inception in 2009. It is the 
largest gathering of its kind in 
the state and perhaps in the 
nation.

“All Oklahomans are stand-
ing on the shoulders of people 
like tonight’s honorees,” she 
said in the release. “Whether 
they are well known or exhibit 
the quiet devotion to family 
and community, collectively, 
this year’s AARP Oklahoma 
Indian Elder Honorees repre-
sent what is best about Native 
American people in Oklaho-
ma: love of family, dedication 
to culture and respect for all 
people.”

Anyone interested in joining 
the AARP Oklahoma Inter-
Tribal Community Group can 
send an email to: ok@aarp.org. 
More information about AARP 
Oklahoma’s Native American 
outreach can be found on the 
AARP Oklahoma Indian Navi-
gator website at: www.aarp.
org/okindiannavigator.

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

Sheri Mashburn (middle) and Mary Elizabeth Ricketts were honored at 
the 7th Annual AARP Oklahoma Indian Elder Honors at the National Cow-
boy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City on Oct. 6. They are 
standing with Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear. 

Also possible is the judge 
could request an accounting 
going all the way back to 1906. 

The Fletcher Case is a class-
action lawsuit, with more than 
5,000 plaintiffs – all Osage 
shareholders. The case is dif-
ferent than the Osage Trust 
Case, which was settled with 
the U.S. Government for $380 
million in 2011. The Trust 
Case asked for damages for 
the United States not obtain-
ing the highest posted price 
for oil and gas production. The 
Fletcher Case asks whether 
the right payment was made 
to the right people. Non-Indi-
ans, entities and institutions 

have received royalty pay-
ments from the Osage Mineral 
Estate for decades, and the 
Fletcher legal team contends 
they shouldn’t have been. 

Defunct corporations and 
entities are still receiving roy-
alty payments from the Osage 
Mineral Estate, but until the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs is 
forced to do an accounting of 
the payments it is unknown 
where the royalties are going.

“We really think Judge Friz-
zell is working to bring justice 
in this case,” Aamodt said.

Osage Nation has a SAFESTAR, 
and she’s ready to help
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

As Cherie Lookout danced 
around the drum during her 
head lady special at the Hon-
oring Our Osage Sisters Day 
Dance on Oct. 17, people stood 
to honor the Nation’s new 
SAFESTAR. 

SAFESTAR stands for 
Sexual Assault Forensic Ex-
amination, Support, Training, 
Access and Resources. The 
SAFESTAR program was de-
veloped to aid Native Ameri-
can communities that lacked 
access to sexual assault nurse 
examiners, health care, safety 
and justice resources, accord-
ing to safestar.net. 

To earn her SAFESTAR cer-
tification Lookout completed 
a 40-hour intensive training 
course at the Kaw Nation in 
Newkirk. The experience was 
“life changing” and she now 
qualifies to provide emergency 
first aid, health care referrals, 
ongoing support, and forensic 
examinations to sexual assault 
victims. She was also trained 
on federal and tribal sexual 
assault laws and community 
outreach.

“I came away with a lot of 
tools to help other women,” 

she said. “Mostly, how to let 
them tell their story, learning 
how to find resources to help 
women. It’s not just going to 
a SAE nurse, it’s the healing 
afterwards; who they talk to, 
how do they go on living. We 
have a great domestic violence 
program.”

LaVina Clark, who over-
sees the Nation’s Domestic 
Violence program, approached 
Lookout about the SAFESTAR 
program. Clark said she knew 
Lookout would be a good can-
didate because she was a reg-
istered nurse and had cultural 
knowledge of the Osage to as-
sist in helping victims recover.   

The SAFESTAR program 
is specifically for American 
Indian and Alaskan Native 
communities and is funded 
through the U.S. Department 
of Justice, Office on Violence 
Against Women. The FBI, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the 
Indian Health Service and the 
DOJ have approved the SAF-
ESTAR curriculum, according 
to safestar.net.

Lookout said she also 
trained with Native American 
female nurses from the Kaw, 
Pawnee, Ponca, Tonkawa, and 
Otoe-Missouria tribes/nations.

“It helped, bonding with all 

these tribes, to work with these 
other women who have trained 
and to be a SAFESTAR. You 
don’t have to have a medical 
background, I just happen to 
have a medical background,” 
Lookout said. “Sexual as-
sault victims can talk to SAF-
ESTARs anonymously, tell 
them what happened. If the 
SAFESTAR collects informa-
tion we can save it for the 
victims for later if they don’t 
want to press charges. It’s also 
to increase their healing after 
their sexual assault.”

Osage Nation Police Chief 
Nick Williams said he is un-
familiar with the SAFESTAR 
program but he is looking for-
ward to working with Lookout 
and aiding in the fight against 
domestic abuse and sexual as-
sault. 

“Each tribe had their own 
ideas how they were going to 
help an Osage woman heal 
using our traditions so that’s 
what’s on my mind right now, 
what can I combine with my 
training in terms of culture 
that’s going to help them heal,” 
Lookout said. “So I’ve spent 
time talking to my dad about 
what would be healing spiritu-
ally for an Osage woman or an 
Osage man. That’s where I’m 
at now, working on how I’m 
going to integrate that into my 
training.”  

Lookout’s father is long-
time Osage Nation language 
teacher Herman “Mogri” Look-
out and an Osage spiritual/cul-
tural leader. He danced with 
his daughter at the Honoring 
Our Osage Sisters Day Dance 
on Oct. 17. 

“One in three women, our 
Osage women, are assaulted,” 
Lookout said. “It’s time to 
stand up for our women.”

The SAFESTAR program 
is a project of the Southwest 
Center for Law and Policy in 
Tucson, Ariz. For more infor-
mation on the program visit 
the website at www.safestar.
net or call the Osage Nation 
Domestic Violence program at 
(918) 287-5422. 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Cherie Lookout speaks about the SAFESTAR program at the Honoring Our Osage Sisters Day Dance at Wakon 
Iron Hall on Oct. 17. 

New Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Health Center adds 
full-time physician 
and other services
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center, formerly the Pawhus-
ka IHS Clinic, has been open for nearly a month and on 
Oct. 27 it was business as usual.

Patients wait in the waiting area, nurses come and go, 
staff walk the halls. Everything seems the same except 
for two new full-time physicians have joined the Health 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Osage Congressman 
James Norris cut the ribbon for the new Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Cen-
ter on Oct. 1. 

See Center
—Continued  on Page 6
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Center, and business office personnel has increased and they are 
still hiring. 

Acting facility director and Chief Pharmacist Carl Murray 
said the Health Center now has three full-time physicians. Be-
fore the Osage Nation took over the Pawhuska IHS Clinic Oct. 1, 
there were two full-time physicians and a nurse practitioner who 
came once a month for women’s health. He said having three 
physicians greatly improves services offered.

“There should be more appointments, more available time 
slots throughout the day. It should mean you can get in quicker, 
meaning your appointment will be sooner and the clinic should 
run at a faster pace,” Murray said. “Structurally everything is 
still the same, nothing’s changed. We are currently hiring, we’re 
interviewing for a Business Office manager. Jobs are advertised 
through the tribe.”

Fully staffed the clinic employs approximately 40 people, he 
said, but the staff will more than likely increase in coming years. 
Also on the horizon is a new clinic, but the strategic plan and de-
sign details are still being worked out by the ON Health Author-
ity Board and their consultant, Lesa Shaw, said Manon Tillman, 
Health and Wellness division leader. 

“We hired a new medical licensed social worker who will be 
starting soon. We have a new radiology technician. Recently 
hired two billing technicians and a voucher examiner in the 
business office and a compliance officer,” Tillman said. “In our 
negotiations with Indian Health Service, there are few positions 
that we are buying back, we’re having the pediatrician still come 
once a week, the nurse practitioner comes once or twice a month 
for women’s health, Pawnee is still doing our billing for us, and 
a psychiatrist twice a week.”

The two new physicians joining the Health Center are Dr. 
Tom Foreman (Cherokee) and Dr. Cameron Rumsey. Rumsey, 
Osage and whose first day was on Oct. 15, is from Pawhuska. He 
was working with the Cherokee Nation at their clinic in Vinita 
when he decided to come home. He and his family currently live 
in Claremore. 

“I’m excited, it’s a new clinic, have a chance to change things 
at the clinic for the Osages,” Rumsey said. “It’s nice because I 
know everyone … you create relationships, good rapport with 
patients, that allows to provide better healthcare.”

He said at the Cherokee Nation clinic the turn around time 
for patient visits was 40 minutes, including pharmacy time. He 
said that’s pretty much unheard of in the medical field and that’s 
what he wants for the Osages.

Website in development
Tillman said there is a temporary optometrist and dentist on 

contract and the dentist is interested in working full time. The 
Health Center has left the Purchase Referred Care (contract 
health) and Information Technology support with IHS until the 
tribe can run those programs, hopefully. 

“No services have really gone away,” she said. “Our goal is to 
add services in the future and we are taking feedback from the 
community.”

The Health Center has 10 examination rooms. They recently 
bought a new analyzer for the lab and purchased a new X-ray 
machine, Tillman said. 

She said they are currently working on a website for the 
Health Center, to aid patients in information about the clinic, 
its staff, services and important information for patients. They 
hope to have that up and running soon.

The IHS compact, which was signed on July 16 by Principal 
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, allowed the Nation to take control 
of the clinic.

In 1992 approximately 14 tribes participated in self-gover-
nance of their IHS clinics. In 2015 approximately 350 tribes par-
ticipated, which is 62 percent of tribes in the United States.

In 2014, outpatient visits for Pawhuska Clinic numbered 
28,814 and Primary Care visits were 9,750. The Pawnee Service 
Unit, including Pawhuska and all other facilities, had a total ac-
tive user/patient population of 16,656 in 2013. Osage active pa-
tients numbered 2,450 in the 2013 IHS User Population Report, 
and comprise the largest resident Tribe within the IHS Pawnee 
Service Unit.

The current ON Health Authority Board consists of Mar-
gie Burkhart (chair), Nancy Keil, Dr. Patrick Tinker, Cecelia 
Tallchief and Mike Moore. The board next meets on Nov. 5 at 
5:30 p.m. at the Pawhuska Development Center.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Margie Burkhart, ON Health Authority Board chair, speaks at the ribbon 
cutting for the Wah-Zha-Zhi Health Center on Oct. 1.
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It all began last summer, 
when she fell off her inner 
tube at the Blue Stem Lake 
during the Memorial Day holi-
day while spending time with 
friends. She did not appear 
hurt but she complained of be-
ing sore and later developed a 
cough, said her uncle John Le-
land. She started complaining 
about her side and back hurt-
ing so John’s wife Lauren gave 
her cough medicine and ibu-
profen for the cough and pain.

“We just chalked it up to the 
accident at the lake,” Lauren 
said. 

The cough got worse, to the 
point she would have to brace 
herself when she coughed. 
They took her to their Primary 
Care Physician to see if she 
had an infection. Their physi-
cian prescribed antibiotics and 
ordered X-rays on her chest 
and abdomen. The X-rays 
came back showing she might 
have constipation. They left 
the hospital hoping the antibi-
otics would do their work, she 
said. 

The next weekend Lily went 
to the lake with some of her 
friends and they called John 
and Lauren because her back 
was hurting and she was un-
able to walk. She was crying 
and they brought her home. 
Lauren said she took her to the 
Pawhuska hospital and they 
performed more X-rays and 
a Computerized Tomography 
(CT scan), which again came 
back clear and showed what 
looked like constipation that 
they thought could be causing 
the back pain. Lily’s lab work 
came back showing an irregu-
larity, but it was nothing to 
worry about the hospital staff 
claimed. The Leland’s began 
giving her medicine to resolve 
any constipation issues.  

Lily’s back pain did not 
stop and instead it worsened. 
A week later they took her 
back to the hospital because 
she was having horrible back 
spasms. The hospital staff per-
formed more blood work and 
the results showed that her 

blood levels were low and she 
would need the test repeated 
in three weeks. 

During the three-week wait-
ing period for the new blood 
work Lily’s back pain became 
so severe she had to be car-
ried everywhere because she 
was unable to walk and she 
was now having fever. They 
finally got the call to go back 
to the hospital for the test and 
a few hours later they got the 
call that everything was in 
critical levels and received a 
referral to Saint Francis Chil-
dren’s Hospital for further 
testing. At Saint Francis they 
ordered a bone marrow biopsy, 
which confirmed the diagnosis 
of Acute Lymphoblastic Leu-
kemia. 

According to WebMD.com, 
about nine out of 10 adults 
achieve remission after treat-
ments, but many relapse, 
which lowers the overall cure 
rate to 30-40 percent. How-
ever, children have a better 
response to treatment and doc-
tors gave Lily an 80-85 percent 
cure rate, according to her un-
cle John. 

Treatment
Lily now starts her days 

with an 8 a.m. doctor appoint-
ment, where she checks in and 
nurses draw blood to make 
sure her blood count levels 
are good enough for a chemo-
therapy treatment. Depend-
ing on what chemotherapy 
she receives determines the 
length of time she will have to 
stay for the day, which could 
range from 15 minutes to 
three hours, or overnight. Her 
treatment plan is for the next 
three years. The Lelands take 
their niece to Tulsa four times 
a week for out patient Chemo-
therapy treatments and they 
are about to begin a new phase 
of treatment where she will be 
treated as in-patient for three 
days, every other week. 

“She deals with everything 
really well. Of course, like any 
other nine-year-old girl, she 
can have a bad day where she 
has an attitude. We just roll 
with it and give her space, 
but over all she is an amazing 

little girl and everyone at the 
hospital loves seeing her be-
cause she is so sassy and holds 
nothing back,” Lauren said.

Lily has lived with John and 
Lauren Leland off and on since 
she was an infant, but full 
time for the past three years. 
The Lelands also have three 
children of their own. The Le-
lands take turns driving Lily 
to Tulsa so one of them can be 
home with their children. If for 
some reason they both need to 
be in Tulsa they have family 
that helps them at home with 
their other kids. 

The Lelands have received 
support from the Pawhuska 
community and surrounding 
communities. John said the 
Indian Taco fundraiser and 
silent auction held for Lily 
raised enough money to help 
with gas to and from Tulsa, 
meals for the family when they 
have to stay in Tulsa and oth-
er expenses they might have 
while Lily is going through her 
treatment.

Lily continues to go to school 
as long as her blood count level 
is high enough and she feels 
well enough to attend. She 
only misses one or two days 
a week to attend doctors ap-
pointments but makes up her 
school work and takes it back 
to school with her. 

“You don’t know how strong 
you can be until you have to 
be strong for someone else,” 
John said. “ I am just in awe at 
her resilience, in how she can 
handle everything better than 
I probably would.” 

Lookout is the daughter 
of Taylor Horn and Michael 
Lookout and the granddaugh-
ter of Trisha Mays and Bobby 
Horn and Ira Lookout. 

Donations for Lily can be 
made at the Citizens Bank of 
Oklahoma in her name. Call 
the bank for more details (918) 
287-4111 or visit the bank, lo-
cated at 101 E. 8th Street in 
Pawhuska to make your dona-
tion. 

newborn child within one year 
of birth, according to the U.S. 
Department of Labor. However 
the FMLA law does not man-
date paid time off, meaning af-
fected employees must spend 
their accrued PTO hours to re-
ceive a paycheck while taking 
on the newer parenting duties 
and bonding time. That leaves 
decisions on paid maternity/ 
paternity leave benefits up to 
employers.

The Osage Nation govern-
ment is also among those en-
tities offering paid maternity 
and paternity leave for gov-
ernment employees. The ON 
policy change is reflected in 
the Nation’s employee hand-
book updated earlier this year 
by the ON Human Resources 
Department and Executive 
Branch.

According to the revised 
ON employee handbook, the 
Nation will provide expecting 
mothers 80 hours (two weeks) 
of paid maternity leave pend-
ing receipt of the attending 
doctor’s note stating the par-
ent-employee cannot perform 
duties safely and efficiently 
and/or is adversely affected by 
the pregnancy. 

For ON employees who are 
expecting fathers, they are 
allowed up to 16 hours (two 
workdays) of paternity leave. 
When the pregnancy pre-exists 
employment with the Nation, 
the expecting father-employee 
may receive up to seven days 
of unpaid leave. Otherwise 
FMLA can apply if the preg-
nancy occurred during his em-
ployment with the Nation. 

In previous years, the ON 
government’s policy on mater-
nity leave also required new 
mothers-employees to use PTO 

to receive a paycheck while 
taking FMLA to recover and 
bond with their new child(ren).

Osage Casino CEO Byron 
Bighorse noted other bigger 
companies, especially Fortune 
500 companies, offer similar 
paid maternity and paternity 
leave benefits, but he is still 
pleased the Nation’s casinos 
are moving forward in the 
same direction as well.

Paid time off for parents 
varies from employer to em-
ployer. According to a CNN 
Money article for example, 
global hotelier Hilton will start 
offering new moms working for 
the chain up to 10 weeks (two 
months) of paid maternity 
leave starting next year and 
expecting fathers who are em-
ployees will receive two weeks 
of paternity leave.
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Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards appointed to
Federal Judiciary Committee
Osage News

Osage Nation Con-
gresswoman Shannon 
Edwards has been ap-
pointed to the American 
Bar Association’s Stand-
ing Committee on the 
Federal Judiciary. 

Appointed by ABA 
President Paulette 
Brown, the committee 
consists of fifteen mem-
bers from the federal 
circuit. Edwards will 
represent the 10th Cir-
cuit states of Colorado, 
Kansas, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Utah and 
Wyoming.

According to a news 
release, the committee’s 
objective is to provide 
impartial peer-review evaluations of prospective nomi-
nees to assist the White House in assessing whether such 
individuals should be nominated to the federal judiciary. 
The committee evaluates the professional qualifications of 
nominees to the U.S. Supreme Court, U.S. circuit courts 
of appeals, U.S. district courts, the Court of Internation-
al Trade, and nominees to the territorial district courts 
for the Virgin Islands, Guam and the Northern Mariana 
Islands. The committee does not propose, recommend or 
endorse candidates. It focuses strictly on professional 
qualifications: integrity, professional competence and ju-
dicial temperament, according to the release.

Edwards is a graduate of the University of California, 
Berkeley and Georgetown University Law Center. She is 
a former law clerk to Hon. Luther Eubanks in the West-
ern District of Oklahoma. She has worked as an attorney 
for the U.S. Department of Justice, and established the 
Osage Nation Tribal Court as its first Supreme Court 
Judge in over 90 years. From 1995-2008 she was a part-
ner in the Oklahoma City law firm Monnet, Hayes, Bullis, 
Thompson and Edwards, according to the release. Since 
that time she has maintained a solo practice and since 
2006 has been a member of the Osage Nation Congress. 
Edwards has served on all the Congressional Committees 
and has chaired Budget and Finance, Appropriations, 
Commerce and Economic Development, Education and 
Rules and Ethics.

Since 2010, Edwards has been an Appeals Magistrate 
for the U.S. Department of the Interior, Southern Plains 
Region. She is currently the Chief Magistrate of the Court. 
She also assists tribal courts throughout the Nation in 
assessing their processes and performance, according to 
the release. She is a member of the American, Oklahoma 
and Osage County Bar Associations. She is also admit-
ted to practice in the Northern, Eastern and Western Dis-
tricts of Oklahoma and before the Tenth Circuit Court of 
Appeals and several tribal courts. Her areas of practice 
include trial and appellate practice, business litigation, 
Indian law, and insurance law. 

“It is a great honor to serve the profession through ser-
vice on the committee on the Federal Judiciary. I have al-
ready been introduced to many outstanding attorneys and 
future jurists,” Edwards said in the release. “I am happy 
to bring my perspective as a Native American attorney 
and judge to a very thorough evaluation process.”

Shannon Edwards

Former Osage employee falsifies Osage memberships for adopted relatives
Shannon Shaw Duty

Osage News

Osage Nation tribal mem-
ber and well known member 
of the community, Asa Cun-
ningham, was charged with 
three counts of tampering with 
public records when she falsi-
fied the tribal memberships 

for three of her sister’s adopted  
children. 

Former ON Attorney Gener-
al Jeff Jones, who is on contract 
with the office until November, 
brought the charges against 
Cunningham on Oct. 6. 

The penalties for tamper-
ing with public records is a 
fine not to exceed $1,000, jail 
time not to exceed one year, or 

banishment, according to the 
criminal complaint filed at the 
ON Trial Court. Cunningham 
pleaded not guilty and she is 
scheduled in tribal court for 
Nov. 5.

Jones said the investiga-
tion was conducted by ON Po-
lice Department Investigator 
Mike Anderson after he re-
ceived a tip of suspicious activ-

Tall Grass Economic Development LLC 
issues statement on LLC investigation
Osage News

The newly formed Tall Grass 
Economic Development LLC 
Board is informing the public 
that the ongoing investigation 
into the former business ac-
tivities of the Osage Limited 
Liability Company does not in-
volve the current board’s busi-
ness decisions.

Tim Tall Chief, the recently 
elected Tall Grass Econom-
ic Development LLC board 
chairman, said news of the 
LLC investigation has poten-
tial business partners asking 
about the newer LLC’s status 
and stability. As a result, Tall 
Chief is issuing the following 
statement:

“The recently confirmed 
Board of Directors of Tall 
Grass Economic Development, 
LLC (TED), who continue to 
serve as the Board of Directors 
for Osage, LLC, are collaborat-
ing with the Executive, Legis-
lative and Judicial Branches 
to remedy the concerns which 
precipitated the veto of ONCR 
15-23, and to craft similar leg-
islation for consideration in a 
future session of (the Fourth 
ON) Congress.”

The Tall Grass Economic 
Development LLC Board in-
cludes Tall Chief, Jim Parris, 
David Stewart, Raymond Han-
kins and Phillip Morrow, who 

all received confirmation votes 
by the Fourth Osage Nation 
Congress during the 2015 Tzi-
Zho fall session.

Tall Chief’s letter comes 
after the Congress failed to 
override a veto of ONCR 15-
23, which is a Congressional 
resolution stating the Nation 
“consents to the transfer of 
all property from Osage LLC” 
to Tallgrass Economic Devel-
opment LLC, which includes 
remaining LLC subsidiaries 
Osage Innovative Solutions 
and Osage Pinnacle Design 
Group. Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear issued the 
veto and referred to allegations 
regarding OPDG business 
matters conducted under the 
prior Osage LLC management 
in his executive veto message. 
The veto and subsequent veto 
override fail occurred during 
the fall Tzi-Zho Session in Sep-
tember.

After taking office, Stand-
ing Bear hired an independent 
Tulsa auditor to review the 
LLC’s past business, which 
led to the investigation now 
underway of all business ac-
tivities, investments and part-
nerships entered into while 
former LLC CEO Carol Leese 
was in charge from 2009 to 
2014 when he resigned amid 
growing criticism and ques-
tions regarding the LLC mon-

ey losses incurred and now 
under investigation. As a re-
sult, there are two pending 
civil cases filed against Leese 
and several business partners 
of his in Osage County District 
Court accusing him of fraud 
and negligent misrepresenta-
tion. 

Tall Chief said: “The con-
cerns which precipitated the 
veto were related primarily to 
the business practices in effect 
under prior leadership and 
management and not those 
of the current Board or Man-
agement Team. The current 
Board and Management Team 
are working diligently to en-
sure the business practices of 
Tall Grass Economic Develop-
ment, LLC and its subsidiaries 
serve the best interests of the 
Osage Nation and are compli-
ant with the rules and regu-
lations of the Small Business 
Administration.”

The Tall Grass Economic 
Development LLC board met 
with the Congress after being 
confirmed in September and 
said it would continue to seek 
prospective business opportu-
nities and may report back to 
the Congress or its Commerce 
and Economic Development 
Committee by year’s end to 
seek a capital appropriation to 
fund potential business activi-
ties.

ity involving the CDIB/Tribal 
Membership Office on June  
15, 2015.  

According to the police affi-
davit, Anderson said “I talked 
with Sarah Oberly on June 16, 
2015 and she advised Osage 
Nation CDIB/Membership 
employee Lauren Malone, 
brought to Oberly’s attention 
some membership application 
documents which were found 
while Malone was uploading 
documents from one program 
to another. The documents 
were specific to each of the 
three previously listed chil-
dren above.”

Jones, who was familiar 
with the adoptive case of the 
three minor children, obtained 
the final decree of the adoption 
from the Osage County Dis-
trict Court. According to the 
case the children were not of 
Indian descent. 

Anderson questioned Cun-
ningham and she admitted to 
the falsified CDIBs for her sis-
ter’s three adopted children. 

According to the affidavit, 
Cunningham said, “No, I was 
in the wrong and that’s all I 
have to say. Jackie probably 
didn’t have nothing to do with 
it, it was probably all me be-
cause she told me they were 
not Osage.” 

According to the affidavit, 
“Cunningham also advised 

she went ahead and processed 
these applications because 
she wanted the children to be 
Osage, as they were part of the 
family.”

Her sister, Jackie McCann, 
was also interviewed and she 
denied ever applying for the 
tribal memberships but she 
did receive the CDIB cards in 
the mail. She said she only 
used them for school supplies 
for the three children and did 
not use them for health care. 
When asked if she applied for 
tribal membership cards for 
the three children she said no, 
and when shown the applica-
tions she said that was not her 
signature or her writing.

According to the affidavit, 
Cunningham was brought 
back in for questioning and ad-
mitted to filling out the tribal 
membership applications and 
signing her sister’s signature. 

According to a press release 
from the Office of the Chiefs 
about Cunningham, the AG’s 
office will be keeping in line 
with Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear’s vision for ac-
countability of offenders for 
mismanagement and fraud 
within the Nation and its de-
partments.

ON Congressional Speaker issues session report
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The 2015 Tzi-Zho Session 
wrapped on Oct. 7 follow-
ing a report by Congressional 
Speaker Maria Whitehorn re-
garding the 26-day fall session.

Altogether during session, 
the Speaker said the Congress 
considered 37 legislative bills, 
including the 2016 fiscal year 
budgets for ON governmental 
operations and 12 resolutions.

Whitehorn also reported the 
Congress appropriated a total 
of $83.5 million dollars during 
the session with $42.8 million 
coming from tribal revenue 
(i.e. ON Gaming Enterprise, 
Tax Commission and bank ac-
count interest). The remaining 
revenue appropriated comes 
from the following sources:

• Federal dollars (i.e. 
grants): $25.1 million

• State dollars: $214,197

• Other: 12.6 million

• ON program/ department 
dollars: $2.7 million

With $42.8 million in tribal 
money appropriated for FY 
2016, that amount leaves ap-
proximately $913,000 in unap-
propriated money, according to 
the report. Earlier this spring, 
the Congress voted to set the 
FY 2016 projected revenue lev-
el at $43.7 million after hear-
ing projected revenue reports 
from ON Treasurer Callie 
Catcher, Tax Commission and 
Gaming Enterprise Board and 
casino management.

For Executive Branch FY 
2016 appropriations, The Of-
fice of Principal Chief will re-
ceive $1.8 million; ON Boards, 
Commissions and Authorities 
will receive $1.1 million and 
$1.2 million is appropriated 
toward paying the loan debt 

for the newly built ON gov-
ernment campus buildings 
now housing several Nation 
departments including: ON 
Police Department; Attorney 
General’s office; Constituent 
Services, Financial Assistance, 
Accounting and the Tax Com-
mission.

According to Whitehorn’s 
report, the FY 2016 budgets 
for the six Executive Branch 
government divisions total $61 
million and are:

• ONCA 15-82: Land, Com-
merce and Public Safety 
Division - $11.3 million

• ONCA 15-83: Health, 
Fitness, Wellness Divi-
sion: $15.6 million

• ONCA 15-84: Govern-
ment Operations Divi-
sion: $19.2 million

• ONCA 15-85: Educa-
tion and Early Childhood 
Division: $8.3 million

• ONCA 15-86: Cultural 
Preservation, Arts, 
Heritage and Language 
Division: $3 million

• ONCA 15-87: Child, Family 
and Senior Community Ser-
vices Division: $3.4 million

The Congress/ Legislative 
Branch’s budget is $2.3 million 
with $2 million for the Con-
gressional Office and $387,422 
for the branch’s Office of Fiscal 
Performance and Review.

The Judicial Branch’s 
budget totals $391,605 with 
$262,534 in tribal funds, 
$117,071 in federal funds and 
$12,000 in other funds.

Also on Oct. 7, the Congress 
voted to override line-item ve-
toes issued by Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear on the 
six government division bills. 
Standing Bear issued veto 
messages on the six budgets 

objecting to an identical sec-
tion written in each of the bills 
regarding salary freezes for 
the department/ program em-
ployees.

In his veto messages on the 
six budget bills for the divi-
sions, Standing Bear said he 
is striking a section of lan-
guage from the Congressio-
nally-passed budgets which 
mandate that employee sala-
ries remain at FY 2015 levels. 
Standing Bear objected stat-
ing he believes the language 
is a separation of government 
branch powers issue.

“The section stricken is the 
attempt by the Osage Con-
gress to control the salaries 
of the Executive Branch em-
ployees,” Standing Bear wrote. 
“The offending language of 
(these bills) submitted to me 
by the Congress says: ‘All indi-
vidual salaries paid out of this 
appropriation law shall not be 
increased during this 2016 fis-
cal year, and shall only be paid 
at or below the current rate on 
file in the human resources de-
partment on the effective date 
of this act.’ This is a salary 
freeze from one branch of gov-
ernment to the employees of a 
separate branch.”

After weeks of debate and 
information requests during 
the Tzi-Zho Session, the Con-
gress passed the six division 
bills amended with the sal-
ary freeze language proposed 
by Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards. Citing revenue con-
cerns, Edwards said she pro-
posed the language because 
the Nation is not receiving 
additional revenue from the 
Gaming Enterprise as it did in 
FY 2015. This year, the Gam-
ing Enterprise Board is distrib-
uting a total of $40 million for 
ON governmental operations, 

See repOrt
—Continued  on Page 8
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hIawatha
–from Page 1 repOrt

–from Page 7viduals buried there, reached out to 
the ONHPO for help.

The individual has contacted all 53 
tribes who have tribal members bur-
ied in the cemetery and is asking for 
$1,800. The money would purchase a 
flag pole for their tribal flags and help 
fund new fencing around the cemetery. 
The Yankton Sioux have applied for a 
grant to help with costs for a new me-
morial marker to add the names of all 
the buried there.

An asylum for just Native Americans
The Hiawatha Asylum for Insane 

Indians was opened in 1903 and was 
the first federally funded psychiatric 
facility created for a specific race. The 
asylum had no running water or elec-
tricity and it was closed in 1933 after 
federal inspectors found patient abuse, 
intolerable living conditions, sane pa-
tients being kept by force, and other 
cruelties. In just 30 years, more than 
120 Native Americans lost their lives 
at the asylum. The cemetery has 121 
unmarked graves, including women 
and children.

According to the memorial marker 
at the cemetery site, more than 370 pa-
tients, ages two to 80, were “treated” 
there. The asylum was razed in the 
early 1940’s and the cemetery forgot-
ten. It now sits between the fourth and 
fifth fairways of the Hiawatha Golf 
Club and every year in June the Yank-
ton Sioux hold a memorial service and 
sing prayer songs for the Native Amer-
icans buried there. In 1998, the ceme-
tery was listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places.

According to the director of the 
Choctaw Nation Historic Preservation 
Office, Dr. Ian Thompson, a Choctaw 
female citizen is buried in the cem-
etery. Upon further research he found 
that the citizens of Canton used to 
charge admission for people to visit 
the asylum and look at the patients. 
There were also stores that sold souve-
nirs from the asylum, including plates 
and cups with the image of the asylum 
painted on it and dolls that looked like 

Native Americans. When the Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs at the time, 
John Collier, ordered the closing of the 
asylum, Canton citizens petitioned the 
closure, citing economic hardship to 
the town. 

Osage Nation Traditional Cultural 
Advisors Committee

At an Aug. 7 meeting of the Tradition-
al Cultural Advisors Committee (TCA), 
NAGPRA Assistant Sarah O’Donnell 
said the Yankton Sioux Tribal Council 
passed a resolution to protect the cem-
etery and make it a historical site.

O’Donnell is searching for any pos-
sible living family Hon-Sah-Sah-Kah 
might have to consult about repatri-
ating his remains and bringing him 
home. Unfortunately, descendants 
have been hard to find since Hon-Sah-
Sah-Kah died before the 1906 Osage 
roll was finalized. The Nation’s mem-
bership records only go back to 1906. 
O’Donnel is in touch with a genealogy 
expert in Connecticut.

The TCA is waiting for the Yankton 
Sioux to notify the Nation when the 
grant has been awarded so they can 
move forward.

“People were committed to the asy-
lum who shouldn’t have been there,” 
O’Donnell said. “The man who also ran 
the institution for 30 years didn’t think 

it was a good idea for family members 
to visit; women gave birth there, chil-
dren are buried there, it was not a good 
place.”

Even though the graves are un-
marked, a schematic map shows the 
plots, the plot numbers, rows, separat-
ed by male or female. They know the 
exact location where Hon-Sah-Sah-
Kah is buried.

Dr. Andrea Hunter, director for 
ONHPO, said there are several Okla-
homa tribes involved in the project and 
are volunteering their resources, in-
cluding the Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
and Choctaw Nation.

“We want your support for this proj-
ect; find his family, put forth the effort 
of repatriating him,” Hunter said to 
the TCA.

The TCA is made up of George 
Shannon (chair), Richard Luttrell, Sr., 
Elizabeth Ricketts, Charles Red Corn, 
Jerry Shaw and Norman Akers.

Red Corn said he would work with 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center Director 
Vann Bighorse on the meaning of Hon-
Sah-Sah-Kah’s name, which could lead 
to his clan or band, further clues in 
finding out who he was and who his 
family was.

The TCA voted unanimously to sup-
port the project.

The next TCA meeting is scheduled 
for Nov. 6 at the ONHPO office in the 
former First National Bank building 
in downtown Pawhuska. The TCA 
usually meets the first Friday of every 
month.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The Traditional Cultural Advisors committee met on Aug. 7 to discuss Historic Preservation 
issues that affect the Nation.

but in the 2014 Tzi-Zho Session, 
the Congress passed a resolution 
(ONCR 14-16 sponsored by Con-
gresswoman Alice Buffalohead) 
requesting an additional $6 mil-
lion to help the Nation pay the 
campus master plan debt and for 
land purchase purposes. The gam-
ing board granted the resolution 
request and the Nation received 
the $6 million, but no similar res-
olutions were proposed this year 
for more gaming revenue.

Before the Congress voted to 
override the veto, Edwards also 
cited a 2001 Alaska Supreme 
Court case involving a veto issued 
by then-Governor Tony Knowles, 
who line-item-vetoed a budget 
bill by striking language and 
not numbers, similar to Stand-
ing Bear’s line item veto of the 
six budget bills. Edwards said 
the Alaska Supreme Court ruled 
against the governor noting the 
governor is not allowed to strike 
language from a budget bill but 
only dollar amount items and this 
court ruling factored into her deci-
sion to override the vetoes.

The veto overrides passed with 
11-0 unanimous votes with one 
absence by Congressman John 
Maker, who was on travel status.

Standing Bear and Assistant 
Principal Chief Raymond Red 
Corn said the Executive Branch 
would be considering legal ac-
tion pending the outcome of veto 
overrides. The Congress will re-
convene for the Eighth Special 
Session of Congress starting Nov. 
3 at 10 a.m.

Standing Bear issued the spe-
cial session proclamation on Oct. 
8. Special sessions are called by 
executive or legislative procla-
mations and may last up to 10 
days, according to the Osage  
Constitution.Letters to the Editor 

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, 
please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon 
Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the 
reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and 
space.
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A baby picture of Dolly Lane in 1929. 

Dolly Lane was one of the best buckskin dancers in Indian Country and 
traveled all over the country to compete.

Eunice “Dolly” Cecelia Lane at the 2015 Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka dances.

E
unice “Dolly” Cecelia Lane was born to Thomas 
Green Jr. and Mary Osage Green in Fairfax, 
Okla., on Nov. 14,1929. She is now 85 years old 
and has lived the majority of her life in Fairfax. 
She is the granddaughter of Amos Osage and Eli-

za Osage Bigheart. She has two living sisters, Dolores Goodeagle 
and Beverly Brownfield and three deceased siblings: Thomasine 
Moore and two infant siblings. 

Lane attended school at the Sacred Heart Catholic School in 
Fairfax till the sixth grade and then attended Fairfax Junior 
High. She went to Haskell Institute in Lawrence, Kans., for 
high school as a sophomore and graduated in 1948. The Haskell 
Institute later became Haskell Indian Nations University. She 
took a nutrition course at Northern Oklahoma College in Tonka-
wa, Okla. She worked for the North Central Intertribal Health 
Council as a CHR Osage representative. She retired from there 
after 12 years. She has two living daughters and a son that is 
deceased; five grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren and one 
great-great-granddaughter. She has four adopted sons. She is of 
the Osage and Sac & Fox Nations. 

Osage News: What are some of the most important lessons 
you have learned in your life?

Dolly Lane:  Whatever my mother told me, a lot of things I 
wish I had paid more attention to now so I would know more. 
She told me to take care of our song at Grayhorse and to take 
care of the camp 
and to feed people. 

ON: You have 
participated in 
dance competitions, 
what they call “pow-
wows” all over the 
country, what was 
that like? 

DL:  I like it. I get 
to see old friends 
and make new friends and see people that are close to me. I like 
Morongo, California and Albuquerque “Gathering of Nations.” 
The farthest I have went is to Connecticut “Schemitzun” but 
they don’t have that one anymore I wish they would have it one 
more time.  

ON: What is your favorite memory? 
DL: I like to see our family go in at Grayhorse and to hear 

their names get called and to stand with them and watch them 
be seated. My son, Thomas was a Whipman when he passed 
away, he was also a water boy. 

ON: What are you the most proud of?
DL:  My kids, my grandkids and great-grandkids. I try to go 

to most of their sporting events and anything they have going 
on with their academics. When my grandson played football I 
parked right behind the goal and watched the game. 

ON:  What do you remember about the Grayhorse District 
when you were a young girl?

DL:  It has changed a lot. We had a small camp but now we 
have a big camp. I remember when the committees had only 
eight committeemen on it and now they have 49, plus singers 
and cooks. It’s really changed a lot. They used to have just two 
Whip Men and eight committeemen and there was not very 
many of us, and plenty of room. Now it is just packed and no 
room. The men used to sit back and let the women dress them. 
The men didn’t have to dress themselves. 

ON:  Who or what did you love the most?
DL:  My mother and my kids, I have always loved being a 

mother and seeing about my kids. We had Christmas at the 
big house in Fairfax with bicycles all over the place. The kids 
would leave, they would take them riding around to go look at 
the lights, and when the curtain in the big window opened up it 
would let them know Santa had came and it was time to come 
in and open presents. We use to have a packed house back then.

ON: What do you miss from your youth?
DL: The Roller Inn was a café in town and I would take my 

mom there at 10 a.m. and I would go check on her at noon and 

More photos 
on Page 11



10 November 2015 Osage News • osagenews.org

All Cultural Walk Photos
by Benny Polacca

More Photos on
Pages 15, 16, 17, 18

Participants of the 6th Annual Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Walk reflect on their ancestors’ removal to Indian Territory in 1871. The walk commemo-
rates the Osages removal from Kansas to Indian Territory. 

Participants of the 6th Annual Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Walk load their camping gear to get ready for the overnight stay on the Cross Bell 
Ranch, Oct. 15.

Participants on the Wah-Zha-Zhi
Cultural Walk retrace ancestors footsteps
Benny Polacca
Osage News

This year, the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center took over 80 people to the Okla-
homa/ Kansas border for the annual 
Cultural Walk, which is a tribute to 
those Osages who made the long jour-
ney into present-day Oklahoma in the 
late 1800s.

The Cultural Walk, now in its sixth 
year, is an overnight camping trip and 
invites Osages and their families to 
take a three-mile hike from the pres-
ent-day state border, south into Okla-
homa where the Mullendore Ranch 
sits near the northern edge of Osage 
County. The 2015 Cultural Walk start-
ed Oct. 16 with the attendees gathering 
at the Cultural Center in Pawhuska. 
Participants were bussed to the border 
where they would hike to the campsite 
and set up tents for their stay.

Cultural Center Director Vann Big-
horse said the trip is intended to give 
Osages a glimpse and an opportunity 
to visit the trail and area where their 
ancestors traveled when they relocated 
into Oklahoma from Kansas. In 1871, 
the Osages’ move into Oklahoma took 
place and a simple “1871” stone marker 
sits at the border where the path is lo-
cated.

The Cultural Walk group, of all ages, 
set up camp and enjoyed visiting and 
several women helped cook the evening 
meal of chicken and dumplings, steam 
fried meat and frybread. Bighorse and 
other Cultural Center staff coordinat-
ed the trip. Attendees included Osage 
Nation Congressman Otto Hamilton 
and his family and Assistant Principal 
Chief Raymond Red Corn who came for 
Saturday’s activities and helped people 
set up their tents and prepare lunch.

Timber Sampson White and her two 
daughters attended the trip, which she 
enjoyed. “I will be attending next year 
and will bring more family so that they 
might have the same enjoyment. As for 
being an Osage on the walk, I felt closer 
to everyone that was there and thought 
back on how the Osages back in the day 
leaned on each other to make it though 
too,” she said.

Hamilton said he and wife Geneva 
Horsechief-Hamilton considered tak-
ing their children on the walk for years 
and made this year’s a priority. “My 
family and I enjoy camping, so the 
camping part was fun for us. We really 
looked forward to camping with other 
Osages and retracing the steps of our 
ancestors who made the initial walk. 
We enjoyed ourselves the whole week-
end, the fellowship, putting up camp, 
the food and visiting with everyone. 
Vann Bighorse, Harrison Hudgins (of 
the Cultural Center) and Paula Sta-
bler (who coordinated the meal cooking 
efforts) really did a good job and kept 
everything going. We look forward to 
attending next year.”

Mary Bighorse, also a participant, 
also spoke of her walk experience on 
Facebook stating: “This is an experi-
ence you as an Osage will feel why it’s 
important to be there. Our people were 
made to leave their homes and settle 
somewhere we never been before. So 
many couldn’t make it now we share 
stories of our Grandmas telling us our 
people crying all the way staying to-
gether, the sorrow they had makes me 
tear up thinking about it. We come to 
the Cultural Walk because we honor 
them. They made it for us.”  

The following day, the group set out 
on a three-mile hike through the prairie 
to the Mullendore Ranch. At the ranch, 
Kathleen Mecom Fogerty, daughter of 
Katsy Mullendore who sits on the ON 
Foundation Board, greeted the partici-
pants. Fogerty received a Pendleton 
blanket from Bighorse as an expression 
of gratitude for helping make the an-
nual Cultural Walk possible. The Mul-
lendore family provided the attendees 
a catered barbecue lunch at the house 
and the group departed afterward.

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center 
provides year-round activities, includ-
ing classes, in addition to the annual 
Cultural Walk. For more information 
on the center, visit its website at: www.

osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/cul-
tural-center.

See more Osage News photos of the 

2015 Cultural Walk on its Flickr page 
at: www.flickr.com/photos/osage-
news/albums/72157657828607144.
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Courtesy Photo

LEFT: A photo of Dolly Lane when 
she was a teenager.

Courtesy Photo

RIGHT: Dolly Lane is held by her 
mother, Mary Osage Green in the 
early 1930s.

ask if she was ready and she 
would say, “No I am listening 
to all the gossip.” We ate there 
all the time.

ON: How would you like to 
be remembered?

DL: I would like my kids 
to think about all the things 
I have done for them. I want 
them to take care of the camp 
and take care of the song at 
Grayhorse.  

ON: What advice would you 
like to give to Osage youth?

DL:  Do everything right 
and learn the language. Kids 
really need to learn to talk it. I 
am proud to be Osage and I am 
proud of my tribe. 

elder
–from Page 9

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News 

PHOTOS CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 
LEFT: From left: Third place Kend-
all Allen, Second place Garner Lieb 
and First place Jackie McCann, 
Paul Mays, People’s Choice Award 
winners Dana Daylight, Mary Wild-
cat and Jacque Jones. 

ALL REMAINING PHOTOS TARA MADDEN / 
Osage News

Women dancers compete at the 
11th Annual National Indian Taco 
Championship on Oct. 1. 

Young Osage dancers compete at 
the 11th Annual National Indian 
Taco Championship in downtown 
Pawhuska on Oct. 1.

Competitors in the 11th Annual 
National Indian Taco Champion-
ship serve their tacos from their 
booths, which are set up along the 
sides of the historic Triangle Build-
ing in downtown Pawhuska.

Celia Xavier, producer of the film 
“Playground of the Native Son” 
served as a Celebrity Judge for the 
11th Annual National Indian Taco 
Championship on Oct. 1.

Attendees of the 11th Annual Na-
tional Indian Taco Championship 
enjoy their Indian Tacos in down-
town Pawhuska on Oct. 1.

Osages win first, People’s Choice awards
at National Indian Taco Championship
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Jackie McCann and Paul 
Mays expressed thankfulness 
following their first-ever win 
in this year’s National In-
dian Taco Championship in 
Pawhuska.

Both Osages and their fami-
lies operated “Many Horses 
NDN Food” booth at the annu-
al cooking competition where 
they cooked food for sale to the 
public and for the three rounds 
of judging, which determined 
the first, second and third 
place winners. 

McCann and Mays split the 

$1,500 first place prize money 
they won that day. Second 
place ($1,000) went to Garner 
Lieb and third place ($500) to 
Kendall Allen. In the separate 
competition for the People’s 
Choice Award, the “Osage Sis-
ters” food booth operated by 
Dana Daylight, Jacque Jones 
and Mary Wildcat won that 

prize for the third consecutive 
year.

“Many Horses NDN Food” 
is the first Osage food booth 
to win the National Indian 
Taco Championship title in 
two years. Ramona Horsechief 
(Pawnee/ Cherokee) won the 
title in 2014 and 2013 and 
Debra Lookout (Osage) won 
first place in 2012. 

McCann believes their win 
is thanks to the combined ef-
forts made to create their Indi-
an taco plate with her not-too 
crispy golden frybread and 
Mays’s chili meat and beans. 
She also said feedback from 
friends and family also helped 
them customize the recipe for 
their Indian tacos.

“It’s awesome and it’s been 
a blessing,” McCann said of 
her win. “From the begin-
ning, when (the results were 
announced) they called third 
place, our fingers were crossed, 
second place, we started get-
ting long-faced at that point. 

When they said ‘and we have 
a new champion!’ (and called 
their food booth), I said ‘oh my 
gosh!’ and jumped up.”  

Mays also expressed grati-
tude for the win, despite ob-
stacles such as running out of 
flour for frybread, so they had 
a backup of hungry custom-
ers waiting for more bread to 
be cooked. Mays’s recipe for 
the toppings was served at the 
Roan Horse Arena for years 
and Mays said he “tweaked” it 
for a more traditional flavor. 

“Jackie’s awesome frybread 
was the perfect choice. We 
didn’t expect to win, but we 
hoped everyone would enjoy 
our effort. We can’t give our 
secrets away – we will be back 
next year!” he said.

For the top three place judg-
ing, the Indian taco dishes 
faced two rounds of judging, 
as well as a “celebrity judge” 
round where invited locals 
and public officials sampled 
the dishes before writing their 
scores on pieces of paper. This 
year’s celebrity judge panel in-
cluded Osage Nation Assistant 
Principal Chief Raymond Red 

See nItC
—Continued  on Page 13
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JARED THORNE

See wya
—Continued  on Page 15

nItC
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Courtesy Photo

University of Oklahoma senior and Osage tribal member Bryce 
Fugate, and OU student T’ata Roberts, were members of OU’s 
Homecoming Court. 

Osage student on 2015 
OU Homecoming Court
Osage News

This year, University of Oklahoma senior and Skiatook resi-
dent Bryce Fugate is among the students who ran for the 2015 
Homecoming King title.

Fugate (Osage) is a dual-major student studying petroleum 
engineering and international studies and is in his final semes-
ter at OU. The Skiatook High graduate was nominated for this 
year’s homecoming court by the OU chapter of Society of Petro-
leum Engineers, he said.

This year, 12 OU students were named for the homecoming 
court and ran for the homecoming king and queen titles and Fu-
gate’s court partner and Homecoming Queen candidate was also 
Native American. Neither won the king/ queen titles when the 
election results were announced during the Oct. 24 homecoming 
game against Texas Tech.

Fugate accompanied fellow OU student T’ata Roberts (Choc-
taw/ Chickasaw/ Taos Pueblo) during the homecoming festivi-
ties. Roberts is majoring in human relations with a minor in 
Native American Studies. She is the current president of the OU 
American Indian Student Association and served as 2014-2015 
Miss Indian OU. 

According to the OU Homecoming handbook, Homecoming 
royalty is decided and facilitated by the Leadership and Volun-
teerism Office and a committee separate from the Homecoming 
Executive Committee. Candidates must have a 3.0 cumulative 
grade point average or higher and must be nominated by a reg-
istered student organization.

Fugate is a Skiatook High graduate and his parents are John 
and Julia Fugate. According to his LinkedIn page, Fugate is flu-
ent in Spanish and has served as a language translator for OU 
recruiting events and town hall events. Fugate has also studied 
abroad in Columbia and has internship experience with energy 
companies including Anadarko Petroleum Corp., Samson Re-
sources and ConocoPhillips.

Corn, Tulsa TV News on 6 re-
porter Tess Maune, Pawhuska 
Mayor Mark Buchanan, newly 
hired Pawhuska High football 
coach Chad KillsCrow and lo-
cal Osage culinary chef and ca-
terer Brian Lookout.

Now in its 11th year, the 
annual NITC event is held in 
downtown Pawhuska on Ki-
hekah Ave., north of the Tri-
angle Building with nearly 
one dozen participating food 
booths set-up on the east and 
west sides of the building. 
Judges reported to a vacant 
building where they were pre-
sented unidentified Indian 
taco plates from each of the 
competing booths. The judges 
sampled each dish and entered 
scores for each plate that were 
used to tabulate and deter-
mine the top three finishers. 

The Pawhuska Chamber of 
Commerce hosts the competi-
tion with sponsors including 
the Osage Nation and Osage 
Casino. A Native American 
dance competition also took 
place with dancers performing 
for the spectators who social-

ized as they waited in lines at 

the food booths.

In the People’s Choice 

Award Contest spectators sign 

up and pay a fee to sample ta-

cos from the contestant booths 

and score their best choices to 

determine the winner for the 

$1,000 prize. 

“I really enjoy and look for-

ward to participating in the 

Indian Taco contest especially 

with my sisters. This is our 

third year winning the Peo-

ple’s Choice Award and we are 

humbled so many took time to 

vote for us for the people’s fa-

vorite Indian taco,” Jones said. 

“I would like to thank all who 

voted for us and we are looking 

forward to next year.”

The 2016 National Indian 

Taco Championship date is set 

for Oct. 1 again in downtown 

Pawhuska.

For more photos of the 2015 

NITC, visit the Osage News 

photo album at: https://www.

flickr.com/photos/osagenews/

albums/72157657160399673.

Osage Nation donates ambulance 
for EMS coverage in Barnsdall
Benny Polacca
Osage News

BARNSDALL, Okla. – 
Thanks to an ambulance ve-
hicle donation from the Osage 
Nation, Barnsdall is now clos-
er to reestablishing emergency 
first responder service to its 
community.

On Oct. 15, the Nation do-
nated an ambulance – previ-
ously used by ON maintenance 
workers – to Barnsdall’s efforts 
to reestablishing an emergen-
cy medical responder service. 
Emergency responder compa-
ny, Eagle Medical Transport, 
is setting up shop in Barnsdall 
and will also serve neighbor-
ing communities including 
Wynona and Avant.

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear met with of-
ficials from Eagle Medical 
Transport and Barnsdall city 
government to present the am-
bulance keys and a donation 
check for $2,500 to help reno-
vate the old Barnsdall fire sta-
tion for the ambulance and a 
crew station. 

“We appreciate what you 
guys are doing for this city,” 
Standing Bear told the of-
ficials. “I don’t know what 
people would do without it” re-
garding potential emergencies.

Barnsdall Mayor Brock 
Moore (Osage) also praised the 
efforts and noted that Barns-

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear (second from left) 
presents a donation of an ambulance and a $2,500 check to help efforts 
to reestablish emergency responder service for the Barnsdall area. Also 
pictured are (l to r) John Henry Mashunkashey, Osage elder and Barns-
dall resident; Barnsdall Mayor Brock Moore, Daryll Ward, owner of Eagle 
Medical Transport; and Laura Ward, co-owner of Eagle Medical Transport.  

dall did not have an ambulance 
service for more than a year 
and during that time, Bartles-
ville first responders were the 
ones fielding calls to the area, 
which meant long wait times 
since Bartlesville is a nearly 
30-minute drive away.

“If we just save one life, then 
this effort has been a success,” 
Moore said in a news release.

Daryll Ward, owner of Meek-
er, Okla.-based Eagle Medical 
Transport, said he was pleased 
with the large box-shaped am-
bulance donation, which ON 
officials said is a 2006 model 
with 73,000 miles on it, noting 
it can carry more supplies and 

larger equipment for emergen-
cies. 

Ward said the Barnsdall 
ambulance coverage area is 
roughly 250-square miles from 
Skiatook to the backside of 
Woolaroc and up to the edge of 
Pawhuska.

According to the news re-
lease, the Barnsdall City Coun-
cil approved moving forward 
with Eagle Medical Transport 
using the town’s vacant fire 
station on Oct. 6 and the only 
cost the city will incur is utili-
ties for the crew station to be 
constructed for 2-3 stationed 
Emergency Medical Techni-
cians (EMTs).

Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth
Academy in Pawhuska still 
operating despite budget cuts
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Fourth Osage Nation 
Congress voted to cut the 
funding entirely for the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Youth Academies in 
Pawhuska, Hominy and Fair-
fax.

Citing low attendance and a 
$1.3 million budget, Congress-
woman Shannon Edwards 
voiced the amendment to cut 
the WYA funding entirely in 
the congressional Tzi-Zho ses-
sion after support from other 
members of congress. The 
amendment passed. But Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing 
Bear, who is an advocate for 
early childhood education, is 
moving forward. He is taking 
the Congress back to Special 
Session in November to recon-
sider the funding. 

Until that time, the 
Pawhuska WYA remains open 
and the Education department 
held meetings throughout the 

Osage Reservation, updating 
parents on services. One big 
change announced is the free 
attendance for WYA for those 
parents who attend Osage lan-
guage class every week or help 
out one Saturday a month with 
lesson planning or upkeep of 
the WYA facility. 

Standing Bear said he hopes 
to reopen the Hominy and 
Woodland WYA facilities if 
Congress restores the budget 
in November.

“Congress has funded the 
very promising [Osage lan-
guage] immersion program. 
That’s a very wonderful thing 
to see,” said Standing Bear 
at a Pawhuska community 
meeting on Oct. 5. He said the 
new curriculum for the WYA’s 
include iPad’s with Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Math (STEM) educational 
apps, STEM field trips, char-
acter building, Osage culture, 
language, healthy snacks and 
exercise. The WYA staff is also 
attending a one-year accredi-

tation certification program at 
Tri-County Tech.

“Congress has decided not 
to fund it. We have decided to 
keep it open, any way we can,” 
he said. “We are not going to 
leave 20-40 kids stranded.”

New Education Services Ad-
ministrator Debra Atterberry, 
who was Standing Bear’s Se-
nior Advisor, is now in charge 
of the education division. The 
Education Division consists 
of the Wah-Zha-Zhi Early 
Learning Academies (0-4 yrs), 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Acad-
emies (5-18 yrs), Osage Lan-
guage and Culture inititiaves, 
Youth Council, and Commu-
nity Outreach. She said more 
changes are coming for both 
the WELA and WYA programs 
such as new buildings, new 
playgrounds, more STEM cur-
riculum, and a Master Teacher 
who will coordinate the child 
care provides and develop cur-
riculum. 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear addresses attendees of an education community meeting at the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Cultural Center in Pawhuska on Oct. 5. 
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All Photos by Chalene Toehay

Top: A red dress to remember the murdered and missing hangs from a tree as participants walk in the Fourth Annual Six Nations 
Domestic Violence Walk in Ponca City on Oct. 16.
 
Bottom: Wilson Pipestem, Osage/Otoe-Missouria attorney, was the keynote speaker at the Fourth Annual Six Nations Domestic 
Violence Walk in Ponca City on Oct. 16.

Next page top: Attendees of the Fourth Annual Six Nations Domestic Violence Walk in Ponca City came from all over Indian 
Country on Oct. 16.

Six Nations 
working
together
to end
domestic 
violence 
in Indian 
Country
Tara Madden
Osage Nation

Six tribal Nations came 
together for a fourth year to 
show support against Domes-
tic Violence and Sexual As-
sault. 

The Kaw Nation, Ponca 
Tribe, Tonkawa Tribe, Osage 
Nation, Otoe-Missouria Tribe 
and the Pawnee Nation, make 
up the Six Nations that work 
together each year to bring 
awareness during Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month 
and to promote prevention 
of such assaults and violence 
against women, men and chil-
dren. 

The Fourth Annual Six Na-
tions Domestic Violence Walk 
was held Oct. 16 in Ponca 
City at the Hutchins Memo-
rial Auditorium, followed by a 
walk for survivors and victims 
around Pioneer Park. 

The event started out with 
an opening prayer and prayer 
song. Tribal flags were carried 
in by tribal law enforcement. 
Tribal princesses carried in 
shawls for those who fell vic-
tim to domestic violence and 
lost their lives or remain in a 
missing persons status. The 
shawls were placed in chairs 
in the front of the auditorium 
to show remembrance and to 
let everyone know they were 
not forgotten. 

Wilson Pipestem, an Osage 
and Otoe-Missouria attorney 
from Grayhorse was the key-
note speaker of the event and 
he spoke about empathy for 
victims and it being up to the 
entire community working to-
gether to put a stop to domes-
tic violence and sexual assault 
by speaking up for victims and 
reporting abuse. 

Pipestem was among the 
advocates who helped lobby 
for congressional support to 
expand the tribal provisions of 
the Violence Against Women 
Act. 

According to the United 
States Department of Justice’s 
website, as of March 7, 2015 
tribes may criminally pros-
ecute non-Indian abusers on 
Indian land. Tribes under the 
new law will be able to exer-
cise sovereign power to inves-
tigate, prosecute and convict 
and sentence both Native 
American’s and non-Natives 
who assault Native spouses or 
dating partners or violate pro-
tective orders in Indian Coun-
try. 

Osage Nation Domestic Vio-
lence administrator LaVina 
Clark said the Osage Nation 
purchased seven red dresses 
to be hung around the Pioneer 
Park. The seven red dresses 
represent the murdered and 
missing, Clark said.

“We are seeking justice for 
these ladies, we need to re-
member them,” Clark said. 

She spoke of a Pawhuska 
resident Starr Pennington 
who recently lost her life to 
domestic violence in August 
2015 at the hands of her live-
in boyfriend Thomas Eaves, 
Osage. She also mentioned 
Janett Reyna from the Ponca 
Tribe whose boyfriend Luis 
Octavio Frias stabbed her to 
death in front of two of their 
three children in 2013. 

According to the Native 

See sIx natIOns
—Continued  on Page 17
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The Education Division also 
provides tutoring and assis-
tance for Osage students in 
grades K-12th and higher edu-
cation.

The Education Department 
services include: 

• Concurrent Enrollment 
Program is a partnership 
between Osage County 
high schools, Tulsa Com-
munity College and the ON 
Education Department that 
allows High School students 
and community members 
to take college courses at 
the ONED facility, lo-
cated just north of Hominy 
by the Osage Casino. 

• College Entrance As-
sistance program (na-
tionwide), for high school 
students 9th-12th grade, 
the program provides as-
sistance for two ACT test 
fees, two SAT test fees, 

two AP exams, and for 
test prep workshop or test 
prep materials each year. 
Juniors and Seniors may 
receive assistance with 
two college entrance ap-
plication fees each year.

• Career Training Scholar-
ship, for Osage students 
enrolled in programs that 
offer licensure or certifica-
tion at a state or nationally 
accredited training facility. 

• ON Higher Education 
Scholarship (outsourced 
to Scholarship America), 
the education depart-
ment provides a liaison 
for students needing im-
mediate assistance.

• Trust Scholarships, the 
Eugene Daniels Scholar-
ship, Morris E. & Ethel 
Carlton Wheeler Schol-
arship and the John L. 
Rubel Scholarship. 

• Certification and Licensure 
program assists Osage 

tribal members with finan-
cial assistance for one cer-
tification or licensure fees. 

• Stole and Commendation 
program for college gradu-
ates of state or nationally 
accredited institutions, the 
Nation offers stoles and 
commendations for com-
mencement ceremonies 
after successful comple-
tion of a degree program. 

The Youth Education Ser-
vices include: 

• ON Public School Sup-
port Program places tribal 
education advocates in the 
public schools of Pawhuska, 
Hominy, Skiatook, Wood-
land, Barnsdall, Anderson, 
Prue, McCord, Shidler, 
Bowring, Osage Hills, 
Avant and Wynona. The 
advocates monitor the 
Osage children in grades 
K-12th, providing tutoring 
and support to the students, 
families and teachers.   

• Sylvan Tutoring Program 
(nationwide), a tutor-
ing program for students 
failing required subjects 
such as reading or math. 
Eligible students receive 
payment assistance for 
the program on a monthly 
basis in one subject area.

• ON Tutoring Program 
(reservation based), serves 
as many Osage students 
in K-12th grades who 
are struggling academi-
cally. Certified teachers 
and paraprofessionals 
have been contracted to 
conduct the tutoring. 

• Johnson O’Malley (JOM) 
provides supplemen-
tary financial assistance 
to aid Native Ameri-
can students in Osage 
Reservation schools. 

• ON STEM program al-
lows students to engage in 
activities integrating STEM 
concepts. Activities and re-
sources to emphasize STEM 

in life situations will be 
taught, gearing students to 
learn and have an interest 
in STEM-related careers.

Tribal Education Advocates 
include:

• Carolee Walking Bull: 
Woodland, Shidler,  
McCord Public Schools

• Farrah Boyd, Hominy 
Public Schools

• Laura Glentzer,  
Pawhuska Public Schools

• Louise Cheshewalla, 
Skiatook Public Schools

For more information about 
the Education Division or how 
your child can take advan-
tage of these opportunities, 
call (918) 287-5300 or visit 
the website at https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-
do/education-department.

wya
–from Page 13

All Cultural Walk Photos by Benny Polacca 

Paula Stabler and Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn help prepare food at the 6th Annual Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Walk on Oct. 15.
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All Cultural Walk Photos by Benny Polacca

Lily Jones helps her 
mother prepare fry-
bread at the 6th An-
nual Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Cultural Walk on  
Oct. 15.

Jacqueline Boulanger 
weaves a small basket 
from grass at the 6th 
Annual Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Cultural Walk on Oct. 
15. 

Ira Lookout goes 
through the dinner line 
at the 6th Annual Wah-
Zha-Zhi Cultural Walk 
on Oct. 15.
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NOVEMBER 

Every Thursday
Nutrition Warriors Meet 
Every Thursday  
in November
Osage County Health 
Department 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
For more information con-
tact Katelynn Rulo at kru-
lo@osagenation-nsn.gov or 
Shay Luey at (918) 440-
7889 or (918) 287-5267.

November 4 – 5 
Osage Oil and 
Gas Summit 
The Mayo Hotel 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Registration be-
gins at 7 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (202) 527-513 
or 9918) 287-5447

November 7 
Osage Gourd Group 
Annual Dance 
Wakon Iron Hall 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma

November 11 
Veterans Day –  
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed 

November 13 
16th Annual Veterans  
Honor Dance 

Veterans VA  
Medical Center 
921 NE 13th Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 
For more information 
contact (405) 456-3808

November 14
Oklahoma State  
University Powwow 
Payne County 
Expo Center 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact (405) 744-0401

November 21
OKCPS 9th Annual  
Powwow 
Native American 
Student Services 
U.S. Grant High 
School Gym 
5016 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
For more information 
contact NASS Office 
at (405) 587-0355

November 26 – 27
Thanksgiving – 
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed
 

DECEMBER 

Every Thursday
Nutrition Warriors Meet 
Every Thursday  
in December

Osage County Health 
Department 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
For more information con-
tact Katelynn Rulo at kru-
lo@osagenation-nsn.gov or 
Shay Luey at (918) 440-
7889 or (918) 287-5267

December 5
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center Craft Extravaganza
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
To secure a booth or for 
additional information, 
call (918) 287-5538

December 24 - 25
Christmas –  
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed

Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 

Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-

hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 

email sshaw@osagenews.org, 

or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 

sure to include event date, loca-

tion, email and Web address (if 

applicable) and a phone number 

where someone can be contact-

ed for validation if necessary. 

Deadline for the December 2015 

issue is November 18, 2015.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Congratulations to the third 

and fourth grade Hominy Iron-
man League football team. 
They beat the Pawhuska Hus-
kies and Woodland Cougars to 
give them a 13-0 record going 
into the championship game 
ranked No. 1. Five Osage boys 
play on the team. They are 
Elijah Waller-Gilley, Drae-
dyn Watkins, Tristian Riddle, 
Kiah Fields, and Joseph Har-
ris. There are 17 players on 
the team. We could not be any 
prouder or more supportive of 
our hard working boys! 

Congratulations!
Mr. Bill Blue and the late Mrs. Teresa Blue of Brazoria, TX, 

are pleased to announce the engagement of their daughter Kris-
ta Lea, to Todd Wayne Friemel, of Freeport, TX. A Jan. 15 wed-
ding will take place at their island home.

All Photos by Benny Polacca 

ABOVE: Osage Nation 
Congressman Otto 
Hamilton puts a Pend-
leton blanket on Kath-
leen Mecom Fogerty, 
Osage, for allowing the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center to host the walk 
on her Cross Bell Ranch 
on Oct. 16.

American Times, Frias 

was never apprehended 

and has a bond set at 

$5 million. His physi-

cal description sets him 

at about 200 pounds, 

standing 5 feet, 11 inch-

es. If anyone knows his 

whereabouts they are to 

call the Oklahoma State 

Bureau of Investigation 

at 1-800-522-8017.

“It is up to everyone to 

protect your Native sis-

ters,” Pipestem said. 

sIx 
natIOns

–from Page 14

Courtesy Photo

The historic Mayo Hotel in down-
town Tulsa.

Osage Oil & 
Gas Summit 
scheduled for 
Nov. 4-5 in 
Tulsa
Osage News

The Osage Oil & Gas Sum-
mit has been scheduled for 
Nov. 4-5 in the historic Mayo 
Hotel in downtown Tulsa.

The theme for this year’s 
summit is “Past, Present and 
Moving Forward: Revenue 
Challenges in Tough Economic 
and Regulatory Times.” 

The agenda includes a recep-
tion Nov. 4 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
in the Rooftop Cocktail Lounge 
in the Penthouse, followed by a 
banquet and opening ceremo-
nies. What wasn’t listed was a 
lease sale, which has been the 
main event at past Oil and Gas 
Summits. 

Keynote speaker is Dr. Bob 
Blackburn from the Oklahoma 
Historical Society who will 

See suMMIt
—Continued  on Page 18
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: Ap-
plications may be downloaded 
at www.osagetribe.com/main_
jobsearch.aspx or obtained at 
the Osage Nation Human Re-
sources Department located at 
621 Grandview in Pawhuska. 
Interested applicants can also 
call (918) 287-5445 or email HR 
at atrumbly@osagetribe.org. 
Applications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

Accountant – Accounting 
Pawhuska. Bachelor’s De-
gree in Accounting or relat-
ed field required; Master’s 
Degree preferred. At least 
two (2) years of experience pre-
ferred. Must maintain a profes-
sional attitude and appearance 
that positively represents the 
Nation. Regular Full Time. Sal-
ary: $22.42/hr. 

Administrative Assistant – 
Communities of Excellence 
Pawhuska. High School grad-
uate or GED equivalency As-
sociates preferred. Must have 
general administrative and 
clerical skills. Must possess ex-
cellent customer service skills. 
Must be proficient with the use 
of a computer. Regular Full 
Time. Salary: $12.51/hr. 

Certified Personal Trainer 
– Fitness Center Pawhuska. 
Requires a current certification, 
from a nationally recognized 
fitness institute, as a personal 
trainer or 3-5 years of simi-
lar experience and be able to 
complete a certification within 

90 days of employment. Must 
possess a current CPR/AED 
certification and any first aid 
certification or attain within six 
(6) months. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $13.20/hr.

Warehouse Worker – Food Dis-
tribution Hominy. High School 
diploma or GED required; As-
sociate’s Degree preferred. 
Knowledge of inventory proce-
dures, skills in relating with the 
general public, good physical 
condition. Must maintain a pro-
fessional attitude and appear-
ance that positively represents 
the Nation. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $11.51/hr. 

Tribal Education Advocate 
(Special Needs) –Education 
Hominy. Bachelor’s Degree in 
Education or closely related field 
is required. Current Special Ed-
ucation teaching certificate is 
required. At least 3 to 5 years’ 
experience teaching in the class-
room is required. Must be will-
ing to travel and attend parent 
meetings as needed. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $22.28/hr. 

Tribal Education Advocate 
(3) – Education Hominy. 
Bachelor’s Degree in Education 
or closely related field is re-
quired. Current teaching certifi-
cate is preferred. At least 3 to 5 
years’ experience in teaching in 
classroom is preferred. Must be 
willing to travel and attend par-
ent meetings as needed. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $22.28/hr. 

Americorps Project Coor-
dinator – Communities of 
Excellence Pawhuska. A min-
imum of an Associate’s degree in 

Classifieds
community health, social work, 

communications or related field 

and with a minimum of two 

years’ experience working with 

community development and 

mobilization; working with com-

munity and volunteers. Must 

maintain a professional attitude 

and appearance that positively 

represents the Nation. Regular 

Full Time. Salary: $15.46/hr. 

Academic Counselor – Ed-

ucation Hominy. Master’s 

degree related to educational 

counseling required; PhD pre-

ferred. State license and/or cer-

tification in counseling field. A 

minimum of 3 years of related 

work experience preferred. Re-

quires the ability to organize, 

direct, and advise students in a 

manner conductive to full per-

formance and high morale. Reg-

ular Full Time. Salary: $24.57/

hr.  

Temp Work – Pawhuska Hu-

man Resources. If interested 

in being considered for tempo-

rary positions within the Osage 

Nation, please apply online at 

https://www.osagenation-nsn.

gov/opportunities/job-listings/

application-form. Temporary. 

Salary: $13.00/hr. 

All Photos by Benny Polacca

ABOVE: Participants of the 6th An-

nual Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Walk ar-

rive at Cross Bell Ranch on Oct. 16.

LEFT: Osage children play in the 

tall grass at the camping site of 

the 6th Annual Wah-Zha-Zhi Cul-

tural Walk on the Cross Bell Ranch,  

Oct. 15.

give a history of the Osage’s oil 
and gas history. 

On Nov. 5 the summit be-
gins at 8:45 a.m. and will fea-
ture presentations on: 

• The American Burying  
Beetle 

• Woodford Shale Thermal  
Anomaly 

• Natural Gas and Hydrocar-
bon Liquids Measurement 

• Discussion of the Mis-
sissippian Stratigraphic 
Column for North 
Central Oklahoma

• Produced Water Budget  
for Oklahoma

• Seismic Resources and 
Characterizations of 
Paleozoic Reservoirs 
in Osage County

• Seeking New Revenue 
in Tough Times

• Application of the National 
Environmental Policy Act to 
the Osage Mineral Estate

• FERC Pipeline Infrastruc-
ture and Getting Osage Gas 
to the Interstate Market

• Osage Operators Environ-
mental Reference Manual

• Energy and the Oklahoma  
Economy

• Legal and Regulatory 
Update/Panel Discussion 

According to a news release, 
lodging special rate for a sin-
gle/double room is $119 per 
night, plus tax. 

The May Hotel is located 
at 115 West 5th Street. Call 
the hotel for more informa-
tion at (844) 430-9644 or visit 
the website at: www.themayo-
hotel.com. 

For more information about 
the summit contact Rick Torix 
at (202) 527-5137 or email him 
at ricky@lanetorix.com or call 
Lacee Reynolds, OMC Office at 
(918) 287-5447. 

suMMIt
–from Page 17
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Without Reservations

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

opinion

November 18th is the
deadline for all submissions for 

the December issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Photo by Tulsa World

Aerial view of the Macy’s Distribution Center 
in Owasso.

Macy’s Distribution 
Center hiring holiday 
workers in Owasso
Osage News

Macy’s Distribution Center in Owas-
so is hiring seasonal workers beginning 
in November. 

Osage Nation Financial Assistance 
and Workforce Tulsa is partnering to-
gether to offer jobs during the holiday 
season. If individuals are worried about 
transportation to Owasso transporta-
tion may be provided from Pawhuska 
if more than 50 individuals sign up for 
the jobs, said Jodie Revard, director of 
the Financial Assistance office for the 
Nation.

The positions will run through the 
end of December. Workers are guar-
anteed a minimum of 16 hours per 
week until Nov. 22. Starting Nov. 23 
the minimum number of weekly hours 
increases from 16 to 30. There will be 
opportunity for the seasonal workers to 
work additional hours if desired. 

Several benefits are available to the 
seasonal workers, including shopping 
discounts, an employee recognition 
program, health and welfare and paid 
time off. All candidates offered an op-
portunity will be required to complete 
a drug screen and background check. A 
high school diploma or GED is not re-
quired.

Native Americans (Osage prefer-
ence) living within the Osage Reserva-
tion and who meet poverty guidelines 
may be able to receive financial assis-
tance for work supplies and clothing, 
Revard said. 

Starting base pay $10.50

• 5-11 p.m. Friday – Sunday

• 5-11 p.m. Monday – Thursday 

Starting base pay $11.50

• 11 p.m. – 7:30 a.m.  
Sunday – Thursday

• 11 p.m. – 7:30 a.m.  
Thursday – Saturday

• A person could earn up to $12.50 
per hour if they have previous 
inventory or forklift experience.

For more information contact the 
Workforce Pawhuska Office at (918) 
287-2410 or walk in for an application 
at 516 Leahy Ave in Pawhuska. Or con-
tact the ON Financial Assistance office 
at (918) 287-5325 or email them at fi-
nancial-assist@osagenation-nsn.gov.

Congratulations to the WIC Department! With 190 votes they are the winners of the 2015 Osage News Halloween Costume Contest! They 
are the recipients of a Candy Basket and $50 Subway gift card.




