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WahZhaZhe Ballet performs at World Festival of Families
Chalene Toehay
Osage News

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

Wahzhazhe Ballet cast and crew perform on stage during the Festival of Families in Philadelphia on Sept. 26.

PHILADELPHIA – The energy was high, “Wahzhazhe,
an Osage Ballet” performers
were nervous, Osage singers
were clearing their throats,
waiting to begin their performance. Masses of people from
around the world waited in
anticipation for his Holiness
Pope Francis to make his appearance in Logan Square.
At approximately 7:30 p.m.
on Sept. 27, Pope Francis,
standing in his vehicle and
waving, made his way down
Benjamin Franklin Parkway
escorted by the Philadelphia
Police Department. At nearly
the same time the Wahzhazhe
cast had just taken the stage
and was ready to perform.
They stood still for a moment, gathered to the center of
the stage and began to wave as
the pope drove by. He waved
back.
“It was such a good sight to
see all of God’s work coming
together,” said Osage Tribal
Princess Alissa Hamilton, who
had traveled with her mother
Andrea Kemble, Osage lady
singer, and the Wah Zha Zhe
See POPE
—Continued on Page 4

ON Congress passes FY 2016
budgets day before fiscal year ended
Benny Polacca
Osage News

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The First National Bank Building of Pawhuska, which has recently been
bought by the Osage Nation.

Osage Nation buys
First National Bank
building in Pawhuska

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
A building that’s been synonymous with Osage history
– of oilmen, guardians, attorneys, and unscrupulous practices – is now owned by the
Osage Nation.

The
Nation
purchased
the First National Bank of
Pawhuska for nearly $275,000,
just under the appraised value. Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear and American
Heritage Bank (AHB) attorSee Bank
—Continued on Page 4

As of Oct. 2, the Osage Nation Executive Branch continued to review the amended
and Congressionally-approved
2016 fiscal year budgets for
the Nation’s government operations.
On Sept. 29, the Fourth ON
Congress passed those budgets into law with less than 48
hours before FY 2016 started.
Those budget bills passing on
Sept. 29 were sent to Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear’s office for his review and
action. Standing Bear said he
received the budgets shortly
after 8 a.m. the following day.
Standing Bear said there
are over 140 government budgets for the Nation’s various
government departments and
entities that provide services
to the Osage people, as well as
the respective budgets for each
of the three ON government
branches.
The Congressional approval
of budgets come after threeplus weeks of Congressional
committee meetings for department and program budgets and budgets for the three
branches; additional information requests and amendments
that included budget cuts by
the Congress; and debates that
See FY2016
—Continued on Page 16
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More than 140 budgets sit in the ON Executive Branch conference room,
waiting for Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear’s signature.

DOJ awards Nation
$877,882 for Domestic
Violence program
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The Osage Nation’s Domestic Violence program is getting an upgrade.
The Department of Justice awarded the Nation’s DV
program $877,882 on Sept. 16. The money will allow the
Nation’s DV administrator, LaVina Clark, to hire more
staff.
“It’s very exciting,” Clark said. “We’re usually pretty full
and right now we don’t have enough staff and our monitors are overworked. As soon as this grant kicks in I can
See Doj Award
—Continued on Page 4
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Congress recognizes Lookout for
Osage language preservation efforts
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Fourth Osage Nation
Congress passed a resolution
commending ON Language
Department Director Herman
“Mogri” Lookout for his leadership and efforts in preserving
the Osage language.
On Sept. 21, the Congress
unanimously passed resolution ONCR 15-24 acknowledging Lookout, who was present
to receive his written citation
from the Congress following
the vote. Congresswoman Angela Pratt, who is the current
chairwoman of the Congressional Cultural Committee,
sponsored the resolution and
presented it to Lookout.
According to ONCR 1524, Lookout’s language service dates back to when he
first taught the language in
his home and at Wakon Iron
Hall in the Pawhuska Indian
Village before serving as language department director, a

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Herman “Mogri” Lookout accepts the Congressional commendations bestowed to him by the Fourth Osage
Nation Congress for his Osage language preservation efforts.

post he’s held for more than 11
years.

Lookout “developed the idea
for the creation of the Osage

guage for inclusion in the Unicode,” said the resolution. The
Unicode Consortium enables
people worldwide to use computers in various languages,
according to its website.
Lookout expressed thanks
for the recognition, adding, “I
want this language to go on
forever.”
ONCR 15-24 also states:
“Lookout is hereby recognized
and commended by the (Congress) for his decades of service
to the Osage people as a man
who has never forgotten how
important our language is to
the future of our culture, and
for his dedication to preserving the language and teaching
Osage to all of us.”
In a separate vote that day,
the Congress also unanimously passed ONCR 15-25 (also
sponsored by Pratt) that states
the ON Congress is adopting
and approving the Osage or-

orthography and submitted
the written form of our lan-

See Lookout
—Continued on Page 4

Construction underway on Fairfax child care and senior center
Benny Polacca
Osage News
FAIRFAX, Okla. – Construction work is underway on the
Osage Nation’s dual-use child
care and senior center facility
on Fairfax’s west side.
ON government officials,
Osage citizens, Fairfax locals
and building contractors attended a Sept. 9 groundbreaking ceremony at the facility’s
location on south Eighth Street
near the Catholic Church.
Tribal officials say the 100
percent tribally-funded project
will take approximately one
year to build.
Bruce Cass, director of the
ON Tribal Development and
Land Acquisition Department,
called the event “a momentous
occasion for the Osage Nation”
to provide services for the
Fairfax/ Grayhorse District’s
children and elders.
In 2014, the Third ON Congress passed a $3.3 million appropriation bill (sponsored by
then-Congressman Standing
Bear) that was later reduced
to $3 million for the Fairfax
facility construction with the
remaining $300,000 designated to cover the Nation’s
investment in bringing a grocery store to the Fairfax community.
According to Cass, the dualuse building is 10,000 square
feet and will contain: six classrooms and a commons area
in the child care center; the
senior center side contains a
commons area, an enclosed
playground and two FEMA

storm safe rooms. Both facilities will share a commercialsize kitchen in the center of
the building to serve meals for
both child care and senior programs.
Currently, the Nation’s Elder Nutrition program (formerly called Senior Services/
Title VI) cooks all of its weekday lunches out of its Pawhuska facility before they are
delivered to elders throughout the Nation’s jurisdiction
who are not able to attend the
congregate lunches served in
Pawhuska.
Standing Bear acknowledged several tribal officials
attending the event, including Congressman Archie Mason who co-sponsored the $3.3
million appropriation bill for
the Fairfax facility, as well as
the elderly and child workers.
Standing Bear said the facility
will give much-needed extra
space for the programs who do
“a great job.”
“We do understand this is a
new type of design where the
kitchen area and dining room
will be in the center and then
we have the Title VI and the
children and the people that
worked on this emphasized
how the elders and the children can interact, but also
stay in separate areas as they
wish and I’m looking forward
to seeing how all this develops,” Standing Bear said, adding the Fairfax model could be
one used at future facilities in
other Osage communities depending on its progress.
Fairfax Mayor Burley Ha-

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear addresses the crowd at the Osage Nation Fairfax Childcare
and Senior Center ground breaking ceremony on Sept. 8.

thcoat also praised the senior
center and child care center
project. Hathcoat said he also
hopes the facility “inspires
other businesses to come here,
other projects, maybe the tribe
will have more money and put
something else here, we’ll welcome that as well.”
The Nation is working with
architectural firm YWS Edmondson and construction
contractor firm Builders Unlimited, Inc. on the Fairfax
project. Both firms are Native
American-owned with Tulsa
offices.
According to its website,

Builders
Unlimited
built
the restrooms building at
the Grayhorse village arbor, which were completed
and opened for this year’s
In-Lon-Schka dances.
Congressman Ron Shaw
also praised the project, considering the facility will be a
new building versus occupying
older buildings that were purchased or leased by the Nation
to address space needs. “This
time it’s a new structure, one
that we can truly be proud
of that’s magnificent. Not an
abandoned building or one
that’s full of asbestos or other

limitations… I’m hoping this
new structure will be a shot
to it’s arm (Fairfax), to its
appearance, to its economy,”
he said.
Mason, of the Grayhorse
District, like Shaw, said “we
are indeed fortunate to have
the abilities now to provide
these kinds of services for our
elders and for our children.
I like, indeed, the idea of our
elders and our children together… (children) are full of energy, our elders have so much
to share with the children and
it’s going to be a good mix.”
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NCO meeting
discusses adoption
opportunities for
Osages and culture
workshops
Benny Polacca
Osage News
PETALUMA, Calif. – Osage Nation Social Services officials
are reaching out to constituents seeking more foster and adoption families for Osage children.
At the Sept. 26 Northern California Osage fall gathering, social service workers visited with West Coast Osage constituents
and discussed their department’s services available, especially
for those interested in being foster or adoptive parents.
Leah Bighorse, an ONSS supervisor, said the Nation has licensed homes available throughout the U.S. and said interested
households must go through a licensing process that takes 90120 days. She also said those households who live out-of-state
are required to obtain a home study completed by a local licensed
social worker and to provide fingerprint test results to ONSS.
Bighorse also said the ONSS is able to assist households with
costs of a home study if needed and mandatory foster parent
training is required.
ON Social Service workers are visiting out-of-area locations
where larger number of Osages live to educate the Osage public
of its services and provide further consultation with those wishing to know more about opening their homes to an Osage child
or children needing a family.
Rebecca Fish, ON adoptions social worker, said there are
about 12 Osage children in need of a home during the NCO
meeting.
Bighorse acknowledged that being an adoptive/ foster parent
can be difficult, but used the presentation to discuss myths and
facts of being an adoptive/ foster parent. For example, Bighorse
said any Osage person who is physically and mentally able to
care for children will be considered for licensure. She also added
ONSS will assist interested people with essential furniture (i.e.
a baby crib) and home safety items to help the person receive
approval as a foster/ adoptive household.
The ONSS follows other ON departments who sent employees
in recent years to the regional California Osage meetings to promote their services or to interact with the constituents.
Nanette Kelley, a steering committee member for the NCO,
said she is “pleased ONSS was able to start signing up prospective homes for foster Osage children in (California). (ONSS director) Lee Collins and I have been planning to highlight a social
services visit like this for the past two years.”
Also attending the meeting was Renee Harris, a Wah-ZhaZhi Cultural Center worker, who offered cooking and sewing
instructions to those attendees interested in learning craft and
culinary basics. Harris, a former Grayhorse District head cook,
instructed attendees on cooking corn soup, frybread and Osage
peaches for the event lunch.
Harris also coached the attendees on fringing a shawl with
materials she brought from Oklahoma. The exercises mirror
those cooking and sewing activities Harris taught during a summer culture program targeting Osage girls.
Osage author and Washington state resident Ruby Murray
attended the meeting and offered a creative writing workshop to
some of the attendees.
“It’s 1,958 miles from my house to Pawhuska and only 703 to
Petaluma,” Murray said. “If I can get an Osage fix in between
trips home, I’m happy. Going to the NCO meetings doesn’t substitute for going home in June or other times, but when you live
away there’s a lot of pressure on the time that you do spend at
home. It’s good to talk with other Osages and Osage tribal leaders face to face in a relaxed setting. I appreciate all that goes
into the meetings, the financial support, the organization, the
travel time. Giving writing workshops to tribal members has
been a way for me to hear the poignancy that people feel about
being far from home and what they value.”
Kelley said the spring 2016 NCO meeting is scheduled for
May 14, but the venue was not set yet. She said at this time,
there will be a cultural presentation planned on Osage wedding
coats by Dr. Daniel Swan, University of Oklahoma professor and
curator of ethnology at the OU Sam Noble Museum of Natural
History. And the spring NCO meeting is also an opportunity for
2016 ON election candidates to attend and speak to the attendees and prospective voters.

BENNY POLACCA Osage News

Renee Harris, of the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center gives tips on making frybread to Sara Boyle at the Sept. 26
Northern California Osage fall gathering in Petaluma. That day the cooking group made corn soup and cooked
peaches for the event’s lunch.

BENNY POLACCA Osage News

Leah Bighorse, a supervisor with Osage Nation Social Services, gives a presentation on services available to
Osage families and children including adoption and becoming foster parents during the Sept. 26 Northern
California Osage gathering in Petaluma.

BENNY POLACCA Osage News

Northern California Osage fall gathering attendees take a workshop on fringing shawls offered by Renee Harris, a Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center worker and instructor during the Sept. 26 meeting in Petaluma.

BENNY POLACCA Osage News

Osage writer Ruby Murry (center) leads a creative writing workshop with
attendees of the Sept. 26 Northern California Osage gathering in Petaluma.

BENNY POLACCA Osage News

Nanette Kelley, one of the Northern California Osage meeting organizers takes a picture of the finished lunch
food served at the Sept. 26 fall gathering held in Petaluma.
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Ballet cast on their charter
bus.
The Festival of Families
took place at Benjamin Franklin Parkway outside the Philadelphia Art Museum and was
open to the public. His Holiness Pope Francis arrived in
Philadelphia on Sept. 26 and
he conducted mass at the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul. The Wah Zha
Zhe Ballet cast and crew had
just made their arrival to their
dressing area and were across
the street from the cathedral
during the mass.

A philanthropic idea
It all started when a dear
friend of Osage choreographer
Randy Tinker-Smith had an
idea to perform in Philadelphia.
John Danner, a philanthropist whose main mission was
to get people together to end
world hunger, had written a
diverse play and had spoken
with Tinker-Smith about taking a part of his play and presenting it to the U.S. Congress.
He also wanted to present a
part of the Wahzhazhe Ballet so they could do its Opening “Prayer” Scene while Pope
Francis was in Washington,
D.C.
Danner became ill and the
trip had somewhat come to a
pause, Tinker-Smith said. At
the time, they thought the connection had been lost. But, the
ballet pursued with the idea
and went forward with the initial plan and made it to Philadelphia.
In the beginning, money

was an object. Tinker-Smith
knew she had to have enough
money for a charter bus, food,
hotel stay and any unexpected
costs for all the performers,
which included 12 performers
and nine Osage singers. Luckily, a few sponsors of the trip
had previously seen the ballet
when it was performed at the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian
and were able to get the ballet
connected with the World Festival of Families.

A journey
The Wahzhazhe Ballet cast
and crew began their journey
to Philadelphia on Sept. 24 and
departed from Dance Maker
Academy in Pawhuska. Approximately 50 attendees were
able to join the ballet on their
trip to Philadelphia, to witness
the ballet’s performance and
attend Pope Francis’ mass.
Tinker-Smith had been
working on the trip for about
seven weeks. The focus had
always been to represent the
Osage people and to do it well,
Tinker-Smith said. The story
was choreographed and written by Osages.
“I communicate with my
motions and with movement,”
said Jenna Smith, TinkerSmith’s daughter who choreographed the prayer scene in
Wahzhazhe Ballet, and who
also owns and operates Dance
Maker Academy.
There were a few speed
bumps along the way and at
one point it seemed as if the
trip would be canceled.
“I told the kids at the studio
that they were going to see the
Pope, and I truly believed in
that. And you know what? We

did. We got to see the pope!”
Tinker-Smith said.
Before they embarked on the
trip, they began with a prayer.
“We believe that everything
should begin with a prayer,”
said Randy Smith, TinkerSmith’s husband who is also a
pastor. The participants of the
ballet have a ritual they go by
before every performance; they
come together and pray.
Hamilton handed out Osage
meatpies to everyone on the
bus as they began the trip.
One could say the trip started
off with a full stomach and
with good vibes.
The Wahzhazhe Ballet set
forth to make a positive impact by coming together for
the trip, Tinker-Smith said. A
little Osage history was made
that day by attending the festival. Every performance could
be viewed on 40 global trons on
Benjamin Franklin Parkway
in Philadelphia.
Osages are praying people
and the practice Catholicism or
the Native American Church.
“Dancing is different,” said
Amity Bebard, who performed
in the ballet. “Ballet means
something, it’s who you are,
and you feel like you’re dancing for something.”
Hamilton had taken six rosaries with her to be blessed
during the Papal Mass that
was held on Sept. 27. One was
for her grandmother, Irene
Hamilton LaZelle, who passed
away on Sept. 28 in Hominy,
shortly after Hamilton returned to give her the beads.
To most, the trip seemed
surreal and to some they would
remember this moment for the
rest of their lives.

DOJ Award

–from Page 1

start making new hires. I can have up to three part-time
shelter advocates, I lost one and now we’re down to two.
While we have this lull, we’re not taking anybody new until
we can hire somebody else.”
However, they are still servicing clients. If a DV victim
needs help or a shelter, the DV staff will transport them
there, she said.
With the grant money she plans to hire two more shelter
advocates, a client advocate and counselor. The counselor
is needed to treat the DV victims when they first reach the
shelter. She also needs the additional staff to help with
transporting the DV victims and their children.

New shelter
Recently, the Pawhuska community has been shocked by
brutal killings stemming from domestic violence. The community has taken to Facebook to express their outrage and
concerns, with many posts wishing for a bigger DV facility
to help more women.
Clark said the Nation is answering the call. She said
after Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear and Asst.
Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn took office, they had a
meeting and told her one of their priorities was to build a
new women’s shelter.
“The first thing they did was come to me and tell me they
wanted to build me a new shelter, and we’ve never been on
the front lines of anything. I was shocked,” Clark said, who
has worked for the Nation for 10 years. “I didn’t believe it
until we had the meeting with the architect.”
Bruce Cass, Tribal Development and Land Acquisition
director, said he and Clark met with Sand Springs-based
Robert Johnson Architects, LLC, on Sept. 10 to go over the
architectural design and engineering for the new shelter.
Cass said the architectural design process will continue
for the next few months. Once construction begins the shelter will be finished within eight months.
Clark said the shelter will be a 5-bedroom, house-type
setting, with a common area and a playground in the backyard for kids. It will be safe, secure and hidden – unlike the
previous women’s shelter; a two-story house on the Nation’s
main campus and everyone knew where it was located.

Domestic Violence Awareness Month
The DV program is hosting and helping with events in
October for Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
• Oct. 16: Six Nations Walk, begins at 2 p.m. in Ponca
City. Osage/Otoe-Missouria attorney Wilson Pipestem
is the guest speaker and the ON Police Department
and Osage Tribal Princess will also be in attendance.
• Oct. 17: Honoring Osage Sisters Dance, Wakon Iron Hall
• Oct. 21: Walk A Mile In Her Shoes, in Pawhuska,
a partnership between the Community Coordinator Response team, District Attorney’s office,
Sheriff’s office, Department of Human Services
and Indian Child Welfare. Time to be decided.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear signs the agreement with American Heritage Bank attorney John Heskett, Tribal Development and Land Acquisition Director Bruce Cass and ON Attorney General Holli Wells.

Bank
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ney John Heskett executed the
deal at the Pawhuska Business Strategy Center on Sept.
11. Two additional pieces of
property came with the deal.
“They were offering it to
Shoemake Law Office and
other potential purchasers because our economy here is in
rough shape, people were just
not sure about that investment,” Standing Bear said.
The bank building was
available for purchase after
AHB bought out First National in late 2014 and announced
they would not be keeping the
historic building. Since the Nation already rents 99 percent
of the second and third floors
of the building, and several
programs and departments
rent office space in downtown
Pawhuska and could be moved
to the bank building, Standing
Bear said the purchase was
“a smart move.” The Environmental and Natural Resources
Department and the Historic
Preservation Office both have
offices there.
The Nation had two commercial appraisals done on
the building, said Bruce Cass,
director of the Tribal Development and Land Acquisition
department. The first appraisal came to $280,000 and
the second appraisal was for
$345,000. Standing Bear said
the building was purchased

using capital improvement
funds.
Constructed in 1927, the
bank building is 25,540 square
feet, four stories with more
than 20 offices, Cass said.
The fourth floor of the bank
was once used for law offices
and the offices located toward
the back of the building on the
fourth floor will need minor
renovations, Cass said.
The two pieces of property
that came with the purchase
include the old Hernandez
Mexican restaurant building by the Black Gold Motel
just off of Main Street, and a
piece of property surrounding
Stoneridge Estates. Standing
Bear said the old restaurant
will more than likely be demolished and the other property
they haven’t decided.
“American Heritage Bank
didn’t want to sell to the Osage
Nation at first,” Standing Bear
said. “They were concerned
with us opening a bank. So
they put in a prohibition that
said no bank for 10 years. We
negotiated it down to seven
years. American Heritage
Bank keeps the drive thru.”

Bank of the Osage
Standing Bear said the Nation does plan to enter into the
banking business, just not in
Pawhuska.
“I have been in discussions
with attorneys in Oklahoma
City who represent banks,
about the Osage joining and

getting into the bank business,
buying a position in a bank
with professionals,” Standing
Bear said. “We would actually
be a shareholder but there are
price ranges to get in. We’re
looking to set up our first bank
close to Skiatook, Tulsa, Owasso and Bartlesville.”
Standing Bear said it makes
sense for the Osage to be in
the banking business since
the Nation is already paying
large amounts for the ATM
machines in the seven Osage
Casinos it owns.
He said before the Nation
can start a bank it has to look
into banking regulatory systems, receive clearance from
the United States Treasurer,
buy into a percentage in a
bank and more. He said the
Nation wants to start small by
purchasing a small percentage
in a bank and then working up
to a majority interest.
“I’ve been working on that
for about 10 months, on the
banking part and there’s several more months to go before I can present that to our
Congress,” he said. “I have
no problem with a seven-year
cap on the bank building. Our
banking will be more in Tulsa,
metropolitan areas, and then
we’ll come back to Pawhuska
after we get on our feet.”

Clark’s staff has recently received training. Dolores Davis, client advocate for the DV program, completed a weeklong training at the Oklahoma Victim Assistant Academy,
sponsored by the Oklahoma District Attorney Council.
Clark said it’s an intense training and Davis is a valuable
member to her team.
For more information about the Nation’s Domestic Violence program or questions about the upcoming events, call
(918) 287-5422.

Tribal
Disbursements
According to the DOJ award announcement, the
DOJ gave out $97,378,762 in grant money to 16 tribes
in 26 states.
Oklahoma tribes awarded:
• Absentee Shawnee Tribe: . . . . . . . . . . . . . $974,995
• Cherokee Nation:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $936,872
• Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes:. . . . . . . . . $852,590
• Choctaw Nation:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $664,709
• Comanche Nation:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $900,000
• Eastern Shawnee Tribe: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $784,000
• Iowa Tribe:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $449,948
• Kaw Nation:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,084,265
• Muscogee (Creek) Nation:. . . . . . . . . . . . $1,634,412
• Osage Nation:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $877,882
• Quapaw Tribe:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $962,752
• Chickasaw Nation:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,898,685
• Wyandotte Nation:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $533,691
Total Funding for Oklahoma: $12,554,801

LOOKOUT
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thography developed by Lookout and refined by the Language
Department. Lookout also acknowledged those who helped him
with the language teachings, orthography development and language influences, which included past Osage elders.
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An FBI agent and ON Investigator Brian Herbert on Sept. 21. Jack “Rusty” Cheshewalla’s body was found in his sister’s home in the Pawhuska Indian Village.

Dr. Joe Conner, Osage, leads a meeting to update Osage citizens on the status of the Wind
Turbine fight in Grayhorse, Sept. 1.

Osage community members
FBI investigating death in petition ON government for
Pawhuska Indian Village action on wind turbines
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The FBI is investigating the death of Jack “Rusty” Cheshewalla, who
was found dead in his sister’s home Sept. 21 in the Pawhuska Indian Village.
“It was a suspicious death, we’re taking all precautionary measures to
ensure there was no foul play,” said ON Police Chief Nick Williams. “We’re
waiting on the medical examiner’s report.”
Calls to the FBI’s media representative in Oklahoma City were not returned by the time the October edition of the Osage News went to press.
The FBI investigates serious crimes on federal Indian land that include
murder, child sexual and physical abuse, violent assaults, drug trafficking,
gaming violations and public corruption matters, according to its website.
Osage authorities said Cheshewalla may have taken his own life. Cheshewalla was scheduled to appear before a jury trial in Osage County court
on Sept. 29 for allegations of sexually molesting a young child.
According to Jeff Jones, former ON Attorney General who is still working on contract with the AG’s office, said authorities suspect a family member tampered with the scene before authorities could arrive. He said it was
most likely going to be ruled a suicide.
The Pawhuska Indian Village Five-man Board Chairwoman, Paula Stabler, said the village community will handle the investigation and cope
with the death of Cheshewalla as they’ve handled all other crimes and
investigations that have gone on in the village over the past 10 years.
“Crime or various crimes go on in the village and have gone on in the
village, it’s nothing new, it’s not something we haven’t had to do,” she said.
“Efforts have been made in the past two years to alleviate as much of the
crime as much as possible, but we still have a long way to go.”
She said the village at one time had the highest crime rate in northeast
Oklahoma and this year they’ve had five major drug houses eradicated.
“They’ve either been put in jail, moved, or banished,” she said. “We don’t
have nearly the activity we used to have. The ONPD has really done their
best, things are getting a little bit better all the time.”

Enslaved by Fear tours the west
Tara Madden
Osage News
Enslaved by Fear has come a long
way since their Rocklahoma performance in 2014. The hard work and determination of the band to succeed and
to expand their music is paying off.
The band performed on Sept. 11 at
the nightclub Vanguard in Tulsa to release their newest album and to kick off
their eight-city tour. The band traveled
with two other bands, Threatpoint and
D-Railed. The tour will last for nine
days and kicked off in Tulsa. Enslaved
by Fear will tour Houston, El Paso, San
Diego, Las Vegas, Utah, Idaho, Denver
and St. Louis.
“New and exciting things are happening for the band. Hard work and support
from family and friends have made it
possible to break into the music industry
and go full force with touring and writing,” said lead singer Braxton Gothard.
Gothard, who is an Osage tribal
member from Pawhuska, has been with
the band since 2013. The band was
founded by the Three Thrash Brothers
from Bartlesville in 2012.
The Vanguard was packed full with
Heavy Metal enthusiasts on Sept. 11,
with dancers “head banging” and jumping into a mini mosh pit by the stage.
“I had never been to anything like
this before, it was awesome!” said LaTonya West, who went to the Vanguard
to watch Enslaved by Fear.
Enslaved by Fear and two other
bands signed autographs and sold merchandise after the show.
Their music can be found on iTunes,
Spotify, iheart radio and also available
for purchase on CD. Though they have
not officially signed to a label yet, Gothard said they prefer to remain independent to be more cost effective at this
juncture in their musical careers. However, they do have a booking agent who
books their shows.
Gothard said when the band performed in St. Louis a little kid was in
the crowd and that he had long blonde

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Enslaved by Fear performs at The Vanguard
on Sept. 11 in Tulsa.

hair and was dancing and head banging to the music. During the last song
of the set Gothard brought him up on
the stage and let him hang out with
him and the band. The video can be
found on YouTube.
“We couldn’t have picked two better
bands to be on the road with,” he said.
This will be the first of many hopeful
tours in the future. They have a 16-day
tour in the planning stages.
Gothard is not only a heavy metal
rock singer; he is also an ordained minister who performs marriage ceremonies for his friends. He said he became
a minister so he could marry his samesex friends who couldn’t find ministers
to marry them. However, he’ll need
someone to conduct his own marriage
in June 2016. To the dismay of many
of his female fans, Gothard will be getting married to the sister of the Three
Thrash Brothers band. He said the
bands have always acted like brothers
and now they will be.
Gothards parents are April Wazhaxi
and Eric Gothard. He’s the grandson
of Miya McKim and great-grandson
of John Fletcher McKim. He belongs
to the Pawhuska District and is of the
Eagle Clan and was named by the late
Harry Red Eagle.

Osage community members from
Grayhorse, Skiatook, Hominy, Grainola, Pawhuska, Ponca City, all turned
out for a meeting on the status of the
wind turbines in Osage County.
Hosted by Dr. Joe Conner, Osage,
the group of more than 50 signed petitions for the Osage Nation government
to act on Sept. 1 in Grayhorse.
Conner said the wind turbines are an
invasion to the land and the negative
effects impact the community, culture,
historical sites, gravesites, eagles and
the landscape. Former Principal Chief
Scott BigHorse and community advocate Chris White, Shawnee/Delaware,
spoke about strategies the Red Eagle
and BigHorse administrations took
against the wind companies, which
included lawsuits, eagle protection,
meetings with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife and Department of the Interior.
Emotions were high as people shouted and voiced concerns.
Wilson Pipestem, Osage/Otoe-Missouria attorney, said something needs
to be done to change the apathy in the
community and Osage government.
He said a Protect the Osage Coalition
was formed, made up of Osages, ranchers, landowners, and other interested
parties. They organized a town hall
meeting at the Constantine Theater
in November 2014, had a great showing from a diverse population – haven’t
met since.
“When they first started building
that wind farm, first started building
those industrial wind facilities, we
watched them do it! We watched them
do it,” Pipestem said.
“Our best hope, of actually getting
those things torn down and letting the
land heal is in that lawsuit,” he said.
The U.S. Attorney’s office recently
filed for a preliminary injunction and
expedited hearing in Northern Oklahoma District Court to stop the construction of the second wind turbine project
called Mustang Run. The judge has not
ruled yet.
Mustang Run will be located west of
Pawhuska and have a proposed 68 turbines. The attorneys who helped convince the U.S. Attorney’s office to bring
the lawsuit was fired by the Osage
Minerals Council last week, said Pipestem, which elicited a collective groan.
Pipestem said his father, Browning Pipestem, always said the Osage’s
greatest strength was their sovereignty.
“We need to get the attention of the
Osage Nation government, they’re our
leaders, they exercise the sovereign
right of our Osage people,” Pipestem
said. “That’s what our Constitution

says. We act like we just have trust and
restricted parcels, here and there, and
we just have to pitifully only work in
that area, I don’t believe that’s true.”
In January of this year, the Osage
Nation did file a civil suit in the ON
Trial Court against Enel Green Power
North America, Inc., Osage Wind, and
Enel Wind. The Fourth Osage Nation
Congress also voted to extend jurisdiction in its civil code over all people
within the reservation territory, as well
as make it illegal to kill Golden or Bald
eagles within the reservation territory.
However, the Nation never served Enel
with the lawsuit, Pipestem said.

Killing Golden and Bald eagles
is a federal offense
On Aug. 12 the U.S. District Court
for the Northern District of California
in San Jose ruled the Department of
Interior violated federal laws when
they created a regulation allowing
wind turbine companies to obtain 30year permits to kill Bald and Golden
Eagles. The plaintiff in the lawsuit, the
American Bird Conservancy (ABC),
said the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
took improper shortcuts to develop the
rule.
The ruling supports the Osage Nation’s argument that the turbines along
Highway 60, north of Fairfax, are killing Golden and Bald eagles and are in
violation of federal law. The wind company in the ABC’s case may appeal, but
until then it is still illegal to obtain a
permit to kill Golden and Bald eagles.
Jackie Badlee, Osage tribal member,
said she has friends who have spoken
to some of the workers on the wind turbine projects and the plan is to place
900 turbines in the area. Conner said
there are farmers south of Fairfax who
said wind developers have approached
them about placing turbines on their
property.
“They do not care about your graves,
they do not care about these eagles,
they don’t care about this environment
up here, they don’t care about you or
any of your people,” White said.
White said he sat in a closed Minerals Council meeting with the head of
Tradewind, a wind turbine company,
during the Red Eagle administration. He said the man from Tradewind
laughed at the Minerals Council’s concerns and offered a paltry $100,000 to
build the turbines.
“One of their main tactics is to divide
your community, you saw that happen
recently,” White said. “The very first
wedge has been driven into that minerals council.”
For more information on signing the
petition contact Dr. Joe Conner at (918)
642-3162 or email him at paradox@valornet.com.

Harold Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 198

Veteran’s Day
Celebration
Wednesday November 11, 2015
Events begin at 11 a.m.
American Legion Post 198 Building
Wah Zha Zhi Cultural Center
1449 W. Main • Pawhuska, OK 74056
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Tallgrass Economic
Development LLC
board making new start
Benny Polacca
Osage News

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Newly confirmed Tallgrass Economic Development LLC board members meet with the Osage Nation Congressional Commerce and Economic Development Committee during the Tzi-Zho Session.

Osage Pinnacle Design Group under
investigation, Chief Standing Bear
vetoes LLC-related resolution
Osage News
The first veto of the TziZho Session was that of the
resolution ONCR 15-23 on
Sept. 24, which consented
to the “transfer and conveyance of Osage LLC to
Tallgrass Economic Development LLC.”
Sponsored by Osage Nation Congressman William
“Kugee” Supernaw, the resolution also states the Nation
“consents to the transfer
of all property from Osage
LLC” to Tallgrass Economic
Development LLC, which
includes remaining LLC
subsidiaries Osage Innovative Solutions and Osage
Pinnacle Design Group.
In his written veto message of ONCR 15-23, Standing Bear said recent findings
in the ongoing LLC investigation revealed “there are

practices, including up until
this day, which I find to be
against the interests of the
Osage Nation.”
Standing Bear referred
to Osage Pinnacle Design
Group and said the investigation turned up that
“OPDG is reportedly obtaining contracts under the
guise of tribal ownership
and funneling contracts to
Pinnacle Design Group (a
non-Indian-owned company). It is alleged contracts
with a value of less than $5
million are given to the nontribal entity and, for contracts with a value of over
$5 million, the non-tribal
company keeps 90 percent
of the profits.”
Standing Bear also objected to the transfer of assets of Osage Manhattan
Builders, but LLC officials
told the Congressional com-

merce and economic development committee in its
presentation that it was
“winding down” OMB with
$150,000 to $200,000 cash
expected back, according to
Holder.
During a late afternoon
session of the Congress on
Sept. 25, the Congress failed
to override the veto of ONCR
15-23. The vote failed with a
7-5 vote, which is one vote
shy of the two-thirds vote
needed to override a veto
per the Osage Constitution.
Voting “yes” were Congress members Alice Buffalohead, Archie Mason,
James Norris, Angela Pratt,
Ron Shaw, Supernaw and
RJ Walker. “No” votes came
from Shannon Edwards,
Otto Hamilton, John Jech,
John Maker and Speaker
Maria Whitehorn.

Board members with the Osage Nation’s newest Limited Liability Company are in the process of establishing its own identity and say they will approach the Congress by year’s end for a
capital infusion to fund prospective business opportunities.
Earlier this year, the Fourth ON Congress passed resolutions
establishing Tallgrass Economic Development LLC and during
the fall Tzi-Zho Session, voted to confirm the five Osage LLC
board members to the new LLC, which has the same intent: To
pursue revenue-making opportunities for the Nation, which are
independent from gaming.
On Sept. 18, the Congress voted to confirm now-former LLC
board members to the Tallgrass Economic Development LLC
board. Now serving on the board are: Jim Parris, Tim Tall Chief,
David Stewart, Raymond Hankins and Phillip Morrow. Stewart
and Hankins are non-Osage and all five met later that day with
the Congressional Commerce and Economic Development Committee to give the new LLC board’s inaugural presentation.
Parris, who served as the most recent Osage LLC board chairman, said the board is offering assistance with the ongoing litigation regarding the past LLC’s business transactions. Earlier
this summer, the Nation filed two lawsuits in Osage County
District Court against former LLC CEO Carol Leese and others
affiliated with the LLC who entered into questionable business
practices at the time that resulted in millions of dollars in losses
for Osage LLC.
As a result of the lawsuits and fallout from the money loses,
Parris and other LLC members say the new LLC name is vital
to pursuing business going forward. “We’re making sure we’re
doing due diligence,” Parris said of studying business opportunities. “We’ve seen how not to do it, we don’t want to repeat errors
of the past.”
In the meantime, Parris said the LLC has been exploring ways
to use its subsidiary Osage Innovative Solutions, which was created to pursue contract work in the information technology field.
Acting Tallgrass Economic Development LLC CEO Jim Holder said the future calls for rebuilding the LLC company and separating it from the past. For example, Holder said the former
LLC had difficulty in hiring people who were reluctant to work
for the LLC after publicity surrounding the money losses grew.
As part of establishing Tallgrass Economic Development LLC,
Holder said in his presentation the company needs to pursue
business in the construction industry and by 2017, start looking
at opportunities in the bigger commercial market. The board and
Holder discussed more business strategy details with the Congressional committee in executive session that day.
Afterward the board members said they would return to the
Congress at a later date with more information in asking for a
capital infusion, which would require a Congressional appropriation bill. Congressman William “Kugee” Supernaw, the committee’s chairman, said the new Tallgrass Economic Development
LLC board could come back during a Congressional special session likely in December.

Black says BIA
will uphold trust
responsibility for
Osage Minerals
Estate
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Bureau of Indian Affairs Director Mike Black told the Osage
Nation the BIA is diligently working on improvements to the
regulations of the oil and gas mining of the Osage Minerals Estate. He couldn’t provide much more due to pending litigation in
federal court.
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear asked Black for his
assurance the BIA would maintain the trust responsibility of the
Osage Minerals Estate.
“I can assure you the federal government will maintain the
federal trust responsibility to the Osage Minerals Estate,”
Black said.
His assurance comes as speculation swirls around potential
legislation from Sens. Jim Inhofe and James Lankford to take
away the BIA regulatory duties of oil and gas mining and give it
to the Osage Minerals Council to administer.
“What I want to see is the Minerals Council take over some

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

BIA Director Mike Black reassured members of the Osage Nation on Sept. 9 that the BIA would uphold its trust
responsibility of the Osage Minerals Estate.

See Black
—Continued on Page 16

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

More than 50 people came from the community to hear BIA Director Mike Black at the Pawhuska Business
Strategy Center on Sept. 9.
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Three proposals surface
from Sens. Inhofe and
Lankford for oil and gas
regulation in the Osage
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
A three-page document from
Sens. Jim Inhofe and James
Lankford’s staffs show three
proposals for potential legislation to change how oil and gas
regulation is performed in the
Osage – and it doesn’t involve
the Oklahoma Corporation
Courtesy Photo/politico.com
Commission.
Oklahoma
Senator
Jim
Inhofe
(R-Okla.)
With no author attributed,
the document titled, “Regulatory Challenges Facing Osage Oil and Gas Estate,” addresses federal trust responsibility, regulatory challenges, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Osage Nation
government participation in the regulatory process. For more than a year oil and
gas mining has been nearly shut down due to conflicts between the BIA and oil
producers on environmental regulations.
A staff member from Sen. Lankford’s office confirmed the proposal came from
both senators’ offices on Sept. 8.
According to the three-page document, “The Senate delegation’s key desire is
to improve the near-term and long-term regulatory environment for oil and gas
development for the benefit of the head-right (sic) owners without jeopardizing
the longstanding and appropriate trust relationship between the Federal Government and the Osage.”
The only way to achieve this goal is through federal legislation, according to
the document.
See Inhofe
—Continued on Page 13
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All Photos
Chalene Toehay
Above Top: Pope Francis arrives in downtown Philadelphia for the evening Festival
of Families performances on
Sept. 26 at Logan Square.
Above Middle: Wah Zha Zhe
Ballet cast and crew perform
on stage during the Festival
of Families in Philadelphia on
Sept. 26.
Left: Wah Zha Zhe Ballet
cast and crew perform on
stage during the Festival of
Families in Philadelphia on
Sept. 26.
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All Photos
Chalene Toehay
This page, clockwise from top left:
An attendee of the Festival of Families hold
up his baby who is dressed in a replica of his
Holiness Pope Francis’s clothing on Sept. 26.
Pope Francis celebrates the closing mass for
the World Meeting of Families outside the
Philadelphia Art Museum on Sept. 27.
Wah Zha Zhe Ballet cast and crew pose for
a photo in the center of Benjamin Franklin
Parkway in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on
Sept. 25.
Performers from other cultures performed at
the Festival of Families on Sept. 26.

Next page, clockwise from top left:
Wah Zha Zhe Ballet cast and crew pose in
front of a fountain after their performance
at the Festival of Families in Philadelphia on
Sept. 26.
People from across the United States gather
in front of the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter
and Paul where his Holiness Pope Francis is
inside conducting mass on Sept. 26.
Wah Zha Zhe Ballet cast and crew line up by
the gate to catch a glimpse of his Holiness
Pope Francis on Sept. 26.
Wah Zha Zhe Ballet cast and crew pose for
a photo in the center of Benjamin Franklin
Parkway in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on
Sept. 25.
Oklahoma residents traveled with their Catholic Church from Tulsa and Pawhuska to attend the Festival of Families in Philadelphia
on Sept. 26.
The Wah Zha Zhe Ballet cast and crew take
part during a rehearsal session at the Don
Zipse’s auditorium on Sept. 25 in Glen Mills,
Pennsylvannia.
The Wah Zha Zhe Ballet cast and crew take
part during a rehearsal session at the Don
Zipse’s auditorium on Sept. 25 in Glen Mills,
Pennsylvannia.
People from across the United States gather
in front of the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter
and Paul where his Holiness Pope Francis is
inside conducting mass on Sept. 25.
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Inhofe

–from Page 8

The three proposals include:
1. Elect a regulatory program established by
the Osage Nation. The
program would function
in a TERA-like system
and is subject to BIA approval.
2. Allow the Osage Minerals Council and Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear to establish a second council
with the sole responsibility of regulating oil
and gas activities, with
help from outside experts.
3. Allow the OMC to retain
the BIA as the primary
regulatory agency and
raise the funding of the
BIA to have the appropriate staff to carry out
the new regulations.
The document also notes the
proposed legislation would require the BIA to file a report
or legal opinion to “determine
where current and appropriate
lines are drawn for regulatory
responsibilities between the
federal and state governments
on surface lands to clear up
any confusion that presently
exists.”
As far as the opinions from
Principal
Chief
Geoffrey
Standing Bear and the Third
Osage Minerals Council on
the proposal, Standing Bear
and OMC Chairman Everett
Waller could not be reached
for comment. Minerals Councilwoman Cynthia Boone said
she is aware of the proposal
and will be discussing it at the
OMC meeting Sept. 11, held in
the minerals council chambers
on the Osage Nation campus
in Pawhuska.
“We’re going to do a resolution regarding all of these issues at our Minerals Council
meeting this Friday,” Boone
said.
To read the full proposal,
click the link: http://static.
osagenews.org.s3.amazonaws.
com/cms_page_media/43/2015.08.31%20Regulatory%20Challenges%20
Facing%20Osage%20Oil%20
and%20Gas%20Estate.pdf

ON public
assistance
programs
available to
community
Osage News
Assistance for cooling and
heating bills, air conditioning
window units, electric blankets, and more are available
from the Financial Assistance
Department.
The department provides
numerous services, which
include Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP), Energy Crisis assistance, Community Services
Block Grant, and Crisis Assistance.
The fiscal year closes on
Sept. 30 and air conditioning
window units are still available for low income Native
American households within
Osage County that qualify.
Beginning a new fiscal year
will also bring change to the
Energy Assistance Program.
The heating season will
begin on Dec. 1 and end Feb.
29, 2016, according to a prepared release. During that
time frame, the Osage Nation
will accept applications for assistance on heating bills and
See Assistance
JARED THORNE
—Continued on Page 17
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ON Congress
passes $8,000
donation to
CASA
Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Pawnee-Osage Court
Appointed Special Advocates
nonprofit will receive $8,000
from the Osage Nation after
the Fourth ON Congress voted
to make the donation during
the Tzi-Zho Session.
On Sept. 25, the Congress
voted 10-1 with one abstention to pass the donation appropriation bill (ONCA 15-103
sponsored by Congressman
RJ Walker) for CASA, which
comprises volunteers who are
advocates for abused and neglected children with cases in
the court system. The Pawnee-Osage CASA covers both
county courts and Pawnee and
ON tribal courts in both counties, which is one-of-a-kind in
the nationwide CASA organization, according to Executive
Director Helen Norris.
The $8,000 donation will go
toward helping fund CASA’s
operations, which includes
travel assistance for the CASA
volunteers who travel to visit
with the children and attend
their court proceedings. Norris
told the Congressional Affairs
Committee on Sept. 8 that
CASA is seeking donations
due to reductions in donation
revenue CASA receives for operations.
“We are really in dire need of
the $8,000,” said Norris, who
added 53 percent of the children CASA serves are Osage
and nine CASA volunteers are
now in training. Norris noted
that CASA fundraising efforts were down by 30 percent
prompting her to seek up to
$20,000 in funding from other
sources including the ON Judicial Branch, which is giving
the remaining $12,000.
According to information
provided by Norris, PawneeOsage CASA, the volunteers
serve children that have been
abused or neglected as their
cases progress through the
state or tribal court system
and 75 children assigned to
Pawnee/Osage CASA in 2014
with 50 of them Native American. Of those 50 children, 44
percent are Osage.
Thus far in 2015, CASA has
66 children being served with
20 of them Osage, according to
Norris.
Rosemary Shaw, a CASA
advocate and former tribal social worker, also spoke to the
Congressional Affairs committee and said she pays for her
own gas to travel for CASA
training. She also noted the
lack of money to help CASA,
especially with travel, can be a
deterrent for potential volunteers who could be assigned to
cases involving children who
live outside of Osage and Pawnee counties.
On Sept. 25, ONCA 15-103
faced a Congressional vote,
but the bill did not come without criticism because of the
bill issued as a donation appropriation through the Congressional process. The usual
process for those seeking donations is for interested parties
to apply with the Executive
Branch. In this case, the Executive Branch referred CASA’s
donation inquiry to the Congress because the Executive
Branch’s respective budget for
donations was nearly depleted
with the end of the 2015 fiscal
year. As a result, the CASA
donation request was entered
in the form of an appropriation
bill.
Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead said she would be
voting “yes” and supports
CASA’s work, adding “it’s
needed and worthwhile,” but
See Casa
—Continued on Page 17
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Future of
Wah-Zha-Zhi
Youth Academy
uncertain as
Congress
considers funding
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth
Academy may close its doors to
the public after Sept. 30.
Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards proposed to cut the
$1.3 million funding for the
Nation’s three Wah-Zha-Zhi
Youth Academies (WYA) on
Sept. 25. The Congressional
Education Committee voted
5-1 to cut the funding. Voting
yes were Congress members
Edwards, Alice Buffalohead,
John Maker, Archie Mason
and Angela Pratt. Voting no
was Congressman Otto Hamilton.
Following the funding cut,
Edwards read the committee’s
statement of intent for the record.
“The committee recognizes
the education department is
attempting to develop the former Boys & Girls Club to a
more academic program. The
number of students participating in this new academic program on Sept. 23, 2015, does
not warrant an appropriation for the amount of funds
requested at this time,” she
read. “The committee encourages the education department
to reformulate an afterschool
program to reach the greatest
number of Osage students possible and to submit that plan
as appropriate in the future.”
The three WYA’s are located in Pawhuska, Hominy and
Fairfax and have a total of 37
children enrolled. That wasn’t
enough students to justify a
$1.3 million appropriation,
Buffalohead said.
Hominy WYA currently
serves four students, Fairfax WYA serves five and the
Pawhuska WYA serves 28.
At one time, all facilities had
waiting lists.
In response, the education
department proposed to cut
the funding for both Hominy and Fairfax, leaving the
Pawhuska facility with a budget of $180,000 and it would
serve as a pilot program for
one year, but the committee
rejected the idea.
“We have to be fair to all of
the children. We can’t just cater to one group,” Maker said.
“We swore an oath to educate
these children, I can’t leave
these other children out. I’m
not against any kind of education, but I think we have to be
fair to all the children.”
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear and new Education Services Director Debra
Atterberry said the facilities
are needed and should be given
a chance. Standing Bear said if
the congress’ final vote is to cut
the funding for the facilities,
he will bring the congress back
in for a special session to consider a new proposal.

Charging for admission
Atterberry said after the
Nation took over the full funding responsibilities of the Boys
& Girls Clubs in July of this
year, and changed the name of
the facilities to Wah-Zha-Zhi
Youth Academy, the education staff developed new curriculum for the afterschool
programs. However, after the
facilities began to charge for
attendance, parents withdrew
their children.
“We went from babysitting
afterschool to putting in academic driven curriculum, it’s
in place now and going to allow the kids to be exposed to
STEM, reading, language, culSee WYA
—Continued on Page 18
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Osage Culture

Osage Clans
Charles Red Corn
Osage News

We do not know for certain how long it took for the
Wah Zha Zhi of the past to
become a People. We have
a better idea of how long it
took the Wah Zha Zhi to become the Osages of today.
That is just something we
know from having known
some of those who lived it.
However, those questions
truly matter to some individuals, and are therefore
worthy of discussion. One
thing we know for certain
is that the manner in which
we walk the Earth, we as a
People have changed. We
are most fortunate to have
an unbroken connection to
past generations to guide
us.
What we have is an
unbroken connection to
those leaders who experienced those periods when
the leaders of the past
somehow knew there was
enough of substance to say,
that a clan would be known
as the Deer Clan after certain Clan representatives
had fulfilled requirements
for that to take place. Or,
that representatives of another Clan could be known
as Tzi-Zhu Wah-Shta-Gi
could be called Tzi-Zhu
Wah-Shta-Gi after meeting the requirements of the
Clan.
We are fortunate that
we come from People who
paid attention to the world
around them, and from
what they observed they
devised a method for remembering the details of
those surroundings. I believe that those Clans were
equally firm in their beliefs
that their prayers were sincere and accepted by Wah
Ko’n Ta, and they prayed to
Wah Ko’n Ta for assistance
in all things of importance.
They took the basic parts
of nature to create a way
of living. Things like fire
and the wise ones were led
to call those things Sacred
just as life itself is Sacred.
They developed a language to describe those
details. Then, like people
throughout the universe
created music, by stretching the hides of animals
over hollowed out parts of a
tree to make drum instruments to catch that beat,
and from the drums they

Charles Red Corn

created a rhythmic beat to
make music. Then using the
music to remember events
and people.
What I am saying is that
over time those who called
themselves Wah Zha Zhi or
Osages developed an organization that is patterned
after the Universe, knowing
that the organization of the
Universe in its size and complexity is a logical thing to
use as a pattern in the organization of a People. Those
were things they learned
from living on Earth.
I once read that the story
of the Wah Zha Zhi is told
with the natural beauty of
the territory the Wah Zha
Zhi occupied as a backdrop.
At that time I accepted that.
Later I became aware that
the land was also important.
The land and those things
that are found there, such
as the material used to build
homes. The animals provided their hides and their
bodies for making tools and
for food for people. Equally
important was the organization that is required to exist
on the land, and the People
accepted those examples of
how to exist on the Earth.
From those examples
came the Clans that made
up the Wah Zha Zhi, the
Osages of today.
–––––––––
About
the
author:
Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, is
the author of “A Pipe for February” and various other published works. Red Corn received
his B.A. in Psychology and his
Masters of Education Administration from Penn State. He
is a veteran of the U.S. Army
and resides with his wife Jeri in
Norman, Okla. He is the Osage
News culture columnist.
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of the BIA activities and forget
the Corporation Commission
of Oklahoma, let the Minerals Council take over and get
funded with BIA money to do
it,” Standing Bear said. “That
means they’re going to have
to start talking about self governance and compacting to go
down that road, but that’s going to be their decision, not the
chief’s decision.”
Standing Bear acknowledged taking over the regulatory functions of the Osage
minerals estate would be new
territory but he would not
stand for the responsibility to
go to the state of Oklahoma.
More than 50 people attended the meeting which was
streamed live on the Nation’s
website from the Pawhuska
Business Strategy Center on
Sept. 9. Osages, shareholders,
oil producers, landowners and
Osage officials from the Congress and minerals council attended.
Black began the meeting by
giving a brief run down of the
current lawsuits being fought
in the Northern District Court
of Oklahoma by the U.S. Attorney’s Office on behalf of the
Minerals Council. The cases
pertain to wind turbine construction and oil and gas regulations.
Black fielded questions and

FY2016
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led up to decisions on budget
amendments.
In the event that one or
more budget bills are vetoed
by Standing Bear, the Congress unanimously passed a
bill (ONCA 15-106 sponsored
by Congressman RJ Walker) to
authorize and continue funding ON government operations
at FY 2015 budget levels until
the FY 2016 bills are enacted
into law.
ONCA 15-106 also authorizes appropriated funding for
the Pawhuska Indian Health
Service Clinic, which started
its IHS compact operations on
Oct. 1 with the start of the new
fiscal year for both the federal
government and the Nation.
The clinic operations will be
funded with $6.4 million with
$4.5 million coming from federal money awarded to the
Nation as part of its compact
agreement. Standing Bear
signed ONCA 15-106 into law
on Sept. 30.
The Congressional Tzi-Zho
Session was extended to end
Oct. 8.
Passing operations budgets
for FY 2016 are:
• ONCA 15-78: Attorney
General’s Office - $944,616
• ONCA 15-79: Principal
Chief’s Office – $1.7 million
• ONCA 15-80: Legislative Branch - $2.3 million
(became law Sept. 17)
• ONCA 15-81: Judicial
Branch: $391,000
• ONCA 15-82: Land, Commerce and Public Safety
Division - $10 million
• ONCA 15-83: Health,
Fitness, Wellness Division: $15 million

Courtesy Photo

An artist’s rendition of the proposed renovation to the Osage Casinos-Tulsa.

Proposed Osage Casinos-Tulsa
renovation will have 132-rooms
Osage News
The Fourth Osage Nation Congress will consider a plan for
renovation of the Osage Nation’s flagship casino in north Tulsa.
According to a press release, the proposed casino includes a
new 88,800-square-foot casino, space for 1,500 electronic gaming machines, 39 high-limit machines, 20 table games and five
See Casino
—Continued on Page 19

• ONCA 15-84: Government Operations Division: $19 million
• ONCA 15-85: Education and Early Childhood
Division: $8 million
• ONCA 15-86: Cultural
Preservation, Arts,
Heritage and Language
Division: $3 million
• ONCA 15-87: Child, Family
and Senior Community Services Division: $3 million
Check back to www.osage-

comments from the attendees,
often turning questions over
to his legal counsel Charles
Babst. Many asked the director why the BIA didn’t act to
physically stop the construction of the turbines along
Highway 60. No definitive answer was given.
“I thought the meeting went
well, although they didn’t
share as much as I wish they
could have – on the wind farms
and on the federal regulations,
they kept referring to matters
in litigation they could not talk
about,” Standing Bear said.
“As an attorney who’s practiced in Indian Country for
nearly 40 years, I understand
how delicate that subject can
be but I wish they could have
said more.”
Osage Minerals Council
Chairman Everett Waller
said he thought the meeting
went well but he too couldn’t
say much since the Minerals
Council is in pending litigation
on the issues as well.
“It was very informative and
I mean that, it was,” he said.
Standing Bear said he spoke
with Phillips at 4:30 p.m. on
Sept. 9 and asked her how she
thought the meeting went and
how did Black feel the meeting
went. She said she thought the
meeting went very well and so
did Mr. Black.
The next morning, Sept. 10,
Standing Bear was informed
that Black, Phillips and four

solicitors met with the Osage
County Cattlemen’s Association following the meeting
with the Nation on Sept. 9.
He said he was surprised at
that information since Black,
his solicitors nor Phillips mentioned it to Standing Bear
when they met briefly at the
Osage Agency before the meeting at the strategy center on
Sept. 9. He called Phillips and
she confirmed they met with
the OCCA at the OCCA’s invitation and declined to go into
details of what was discussed.
Standing Bear said he told
Phillips the Nation needed
to know of these meetings so
it wouldn’t appear the BIA is
pitting the OCCA against the
Nation, or the oil producers
against the OCCA, or the oil
producers against the Nation.
The federal trust responsibility the BIA has to tribes
goes back to the Articles of
Confederation, treaties, the
U.S. Constitution and the U.S.
Supreme Court when John
Marshall ruled tribes were
sovereign entities, Standing
Bear said.
“The key to this whole process is maintaining the trust
responsibility and we have
to focus on our main trustee,
which is the U.S. Congress,”
Standing Bear said. “There are
all these other entities with
the president that does this
trust activity, but it is the duty
of the U.S. Congress.”

Proposed employee
salaries debated,
cut for FY 2016
Benny Polacca
Osage News
One sticking debate topic in this year’s budgeting
session for the Osage Nation governmental operations
touched on employee salary raises.
Ultimately the Congress struck down all proposed
raises for positions funded with tribal dollars. Congress
struck down proposed raises both in budget meetings
and on the floor before final votes with members voicing
concerns that not all departments were given opportunity to receive raises.
The Nation’s government follows a merit-based employment system written in Osage law, which states salary
increases are subject to Congressional budget approval
and approval by the ON Human Resources Department,
which is charged with conducting merit market surveys
on all salaries to determine whether they need adjusting
to remain competitive and to draw qualified workers. A
2014 amendment to Osage law states the merit market
surveys shall be conducted every three years, therefore
the next salary survey for the Nation will take place for
FY 2017.
The Congress committees received several reasons
throughout the Tzi-Zho Session as to why department
directors and the Chief’s Office requested raises for their
employees. Congressman RJ Walker said during one of
the committee meetings some raise request reasons he
heard included the need to keep a job competitive for
qualified applicants; those jobs paid with federal funds
required certain pay levels as part of grant agreements;
and some job descriptions changed with extra duties added to an employee’s workload.
Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn echoed
the concern in keeping jobs competitive, noting it can be
difficult to attract prospective employees to Pawhuska
considering the region is nearly an hour from Tulsa.
Another hot topic regarding raises included those increases proposed for Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear’s appointed staff. During a Sept. 25 governmental
operations committee meeting, which has initial jurisdiction over many Executive Branch program or department budgets, that committee voted to cut the raises
after debate touched on whether the raises were too high
and came too soon. In a summer 2014 special session, the
newly elected Fourth Congress passed Standing Bear’s
budget, which included raises for the appointed staffers.
In the proposed FY 2016 budget support documents
for the Chief’s office, there was a proposed increase of
See salary cuts
—Continued on Page 19
news.org for session and budget updates when available
and follow the newspaper on
social media including Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
For more information on the
session, committee meetings

and filed legislation, visit the
ON Congressional website at:
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/congress-legislative-branch.
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expressed concern that donations should not be sought from the
Nation through more than one branch. She also encouraged the
Congress to become more involved with CASA, which relies on
fundraising efforts like its annual birdhouse auction held during
the holidays.
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards said she would be voting
“no” against the bill noting she is concerned with the appearance
of impropriety if the Congress gives a donation to one entity and
not another in the future. During the committee meeting she
said, “It doesn’t have anything to do with CASA, it has to do
with we are establishing a precedent now that any organization
that wants to have a donation from Congress comes to the Congressional Affairs Committee.” Edwards said her concern was
deviating from the usual process.
Walker said the $8,000 donation appropriation will come out
of FY 2015 unspent tribal money, so it will not be included in FY
2016 budget spending. He encouraged the Congress to pass the
bill before FY 2015 ended and also said he became more educated on CASA after more discussions with Shaw regarding CASA’s
mission, prompting sponsorship of ONCA 15-103.
The bill passed with 10 “yes” votes that day with Edwards
casting the lone “no” vote. Congressman James Norris abstained
from voting because Helen Norris is his wife. Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear signed ONCA 15-103 into law.

Osage News File Photo

Funding to renovate Hominy, Grayhorse community buildings considered
Benny Polacca
Osage News
Deteriorating conditions at
the Hominy and Grayhorse
district community buildings
prompted the introduction of
two Osage Nation Congressional resolutions pledging support for renovations or new
buildings to be proposed for

those districts during the fall
Congressional session.
Congress members and
those familiar with the multipurpose facilities say the
buildings have failing infrastructure issues, including
broken kitchen appliances,
plumbing and drainage problems and roof damage.
The Fourth ON Congress

considered resolutions ONCR
15-28 (sponsored by Congresswoman Shannon Edwards)
and ONCR 15-29 (sponsored
by Congressman Archie Mason) during the 2015 Tzi-Zho
Session. Both bills were slated
for final votes when the October edition of the Osage News
went to press.
The
written
resolution

Save the Date!

–Local Events Calendar

OCTOBER
Every Thursday
Nutrition Warriors Meet
Every Thursday in October
Osage County Health
Department
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
For more information contact Katelynn Rulo at krulo@osagenation-nsn.gov or
Shay Luey at (918) 4407889 or (918) 287-5267
October 1
Osage Nation Education
Community Meeting
Woodland High School
Fairfax, Oklahoma
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
October 3
National Indian Taco
Championship
Downtown Pawhuska
Dance Competitions
For more information contact Pawhuska
Chamber of Commerce
at (918) 287-1208
October 3
Leona Mitchell Southern
Heights Heritage Center
and Museum Anniversary
Powwow
616 Leona Mitchell Blvd.
Enid, Oklahoma
October 5
Osage Nation Education
Community Meeting
Wah Zha Zhi
Cultural Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
October 12
Osage Nation Education
Community Meeting
Hominy Community
Center
Hominy, Oklahoma
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
October 12
Osage Day –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
October 13
Osage Nation Education
Community Meeting
Newman Middle
School Commons
Skiatook, Oklahoma
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
October 15

Osage Nation Education
Community Meeting
Elementary Cafeteria
Barnsdall, Oklahoma
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
October 17
Honoring Our Osage
Sisters Day Dance
Wakon Iron Hall
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
2 p.m.
For more information
contact (918) 287-5422
October 17-18
7th Annual Cultural Walk
Registration deadline
is September 24
For more information
contact rharris@
osagenation-nsn.gov
October 18
University of Oklahoma
AISA Fall Benefit Powwow
Molly Shi Boren Ballroom
900 Asp Ave
Norman, Oklahoma
1 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Dance Competitions
For more information
contact (580) 574-4088

NOVEMBER
Every Thursday
Nutrition Warriors Meet
Every Thursday
in November
Osage County Health
Department
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
For more information contact Katelynn Rulo at krulo@osagenation-nsn.gov or
Shay Luey at (918) 4407889 or (918) 287-5267.
November 4 – 5
Osage Oil and
Gas Summit
More information TBA
November 7
Osage Gourd Group
Annual Dance
Wakon Iron Hall
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
November 11
Veterans Day –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
November 14
Oklahoma State
University Powwow

Payne County
Expo Center
Stillwater, Oklahoma
For more information
contact (405) 744-0401
November 21
OKCPS 9th Annual
Powwow
Native American
Student Services
U.S. Grant High
School Gym
5016 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
For more information
contact NASS Office
at (405) 587-0355
November 26 – 27
Thanksgiving –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed

support for pursuing plans
to improve both community
buildings come after Congress
members voiced concern over
the current building facilities
during session and during a
Sept. 30 Congressional Cultural Committee meeting.
According to the identical
resolutions, the ON Congress
is expressing support for the
submission of a budget by the
two district villages’ Five-Man
Boards for proposed improvement projects for the village
community buildings. Edwards said she filed the resolutions encouraging the districts
to bring capital improvement
projects for the Congress to
consider after hearing concerns from other Osages and
village board members.
“I felt that it would be appropriate for the Congress to
express that we are open to
hearing about a capital improvement project by that
committee, which would be
renovation or rebuilding of
their community center,” Edwards said.
The Grayhorse, Hominy and
Pawhuska village community
centers are the main hubs of
those villages that bring Osages and their families together
for special and cultural events

including weddings, holiday
parties and cultural obligations including In-Lon-Schka
committee dinners, breakfasts
and funeral dinners.
Congresswoman and Cultural Committee member Alice
Buffalohead, who is a Hominy
District cook, said she appreciates the resolution because
it sends a message to the districts that “we hear you.” She
also echoed concerns for the
Hominy building noting the
restroom plumbing is bad and
the kitchen ovens do not work,
therefore cooks must prepare
some dishes at home before
serving at the building.
Congressman John Maker,
also of the Hominy District,
said drainage issues are also
a problem where the dance
arbor and community building are located, with rainwater
collecting during the In-LonSchka dances when it storms.
As a result, dancers and attendees must walk on wooden
pallets to keep shoes and moccasins from getting drenched.
Congressman Archie Mason,
current head committeeman
for the Grayhorse District,
said his district’s community
center’s roof received damage
See Buildings
—Continued on Page 13

DECEMBER
Every Thursday
Nutrition Warriors Meet
Every Thursday
in December
Osage County Health
Department
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
For more information contact Katelynn Rulo at krulo@osagenation-nsn.gov or
Shay Luey at (918) 4407889 or (918) 287-5267
December 5
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural
Center Craft Extravaganza
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
To secure a booth or for
additional information,
call (918) 287-5538
December 24 - 25
Christmas –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed

Have an event? Send event
information to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
email
sshaw@osagenews.org,
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make
sure to include event date, location, email and Web address (if
applicable) and a phone number
where someone can be contacted for validation if necessary.
Deadline for the November 2015
issue is October 18, 2015.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Osages, attendees and dancers congregate in front of the Hominy Indian
Village’s community building during the 2013 In-Lon-Schka Dances.

Assistance
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heating materials, such as space heaters, electric blankets and
weatherization kits.
Energy Crisis assistance is available year round and includes
the repair or replacement of heating and cooling systems and
preventive maintenance for eligible homeowners.
Preferences are applied to enrolled members of the Osage Nation and priorities will include: Osage Elderly 55 years and older, Osage Veterans, Osage members with disabilities and Osage
households with children 9 years of age and younger.
“While we continue to improve services and enhance programs, the Financial Assistance Department is scheduled to
relocate its office to Pawhuska in the near future,” said Jodie
Revard, director for the program.
She said the Community Services Block Grant and Crisis Assistance exhausted all funding for the current fiscal year and on
Oct. 1 both programs will have their 2016 funding.
“Both programs are subject to an appropriation from the
Osage Nation Congress and the Community Services Block
Grant awaits to receive federal funding awards,” she said. “The
Financial Assistance Department will provide a public notice
when the programs reopen to constituents.”
For more information regarding the Energy Assistance Program call (918) 287-5325 or (888) 822-1248 or visit the website
at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/financial-assistance.
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Jack Russell Cheshewalla, II

In the death of Jack Russell
Cheshewalla, II, whose soul
passed into the great beyond
Monday morning, September
21, 2015, just as the morning
sun rose above the eastern horizon, Pawhuska and the reservation lost one of its citizens.
He had resided here for almost
20 years.
Jack was born October 14,
1950 n Claremore, OK to Jack
and
Esther
Cheshewalla,
grandparents Herbert and
Anna Cheshewalla, Franklin
and Agnes Quinton.
Jack attended McLain High
School, Eastern Montana College and received a Business
Degree from Northeastern University in Tahlequah.
Jack served his country in
Vietnam, receiving numerous medals, among them the
Republic of Vietnam Cross of
Gallantry, National Defense
Service Medal and Meritorious
Unit Citation. He was very involved with the POW/MIA organization in Washington, DC
and assisted returning Veterans adjust to civilian life.
Jack worked as the Osage
Agency for several years. In the
2000’s, he worked as a Federal
Agency smokejumper, fighting
forest fires in several states.
He was very active in Post 198
and the Color Guard. Later in
life, he was afflicted with many
Agent Orange illnesses.
Jack was a fun loving, adventuresome person. He loved
surfing and cliff diving in Hawaii, skiing in Jackson Hole,
WY, watching his favorite football teams, the OU Sooners and
Green Bay Packers and catching BB King in concert. He participated in three Sun Dance
Ceremonies.
Jack is survived by brother,
Quinton Cheshewalla; sisters
Francine Parsons, Anna Cheshewalla, Yvonne Cheshewalla,
Marjorie Cheshewalla, Monika
Cheshewalla and Louise cheshewalla; son, Russell; daughters Cherokee, Fawn and Betty
Joe; nieces and nephews, Dana,
John, Tony, Brooke, Joseph,
Tyler, Keir, Jacqueline, Julia,
Christopher, Tracy and Lydia.

WYA

The Funeral Mass was celebrated at 10:00AM, September
25 at Immaculate conception
in Pawhuska, OK. His remains
were interred in the Pawhuska
Cemetery, Friday afternoon
with military honors.
Dear Brother, we love you
and will miss you very much.
McCartney’s Johnson Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Students participate in a STEM camp at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Academy in July of this year.

Irene Hamilton LaZelle

Hominy Indian Village
Five-man Board election
scheduled for Nov. 2

Irene Hamilton LaZelle

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Irene Hamilton LaZelle began her heavenly journey on
Monday, Sept. 28. She was surrounded by her loving family.
Irene was the daughter of Ira
and Elizabeth (Pratt) Hamilton, granddaughter of Henry
and Josephine Pratt and Amos
and Marie Hamilton. Irene was
a lifelong resident of Hominy,
Okla., an enrolled member of
the Osage Nation and of Acoma
Pueblo descent.
Irene was raised and lived an
Osage traditional way of life.
She was of the Zon Zo Lin district, Deer Clan and from the
Blackdog and Nom Pa Walla
bands. She was a member of the
St. Joseph Catholic Church and
Native American Church. Her
father and grandfathers were
renowned Roadmen of the Native American Church – Osage
Chapter. Irene enjoyed cooking
and preparing food in Osage
customs. She was selected as
a Cook and Head Cook several
times throughout her life. This
is a tradition she shared with
several over the years.
See obituaries
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Osage Nation Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear has set the date for the next Hominy Indian Village Five-man Board election for Nov. 2.
The current Five-man board consists of Everett
Waller (chair), Wilson Mitts, Jessie Mickles, Jake
Waller and one vacancy. The last election held for
the Hominy village was in 2009, according to Everett
Waller.
Standing Bear said the Hominy village was overdue to have their election and according to Osage law
ONCA 9.1, the chief calls the biennial election for the
Hominy village which is why he issued Executive Order No. 15-03, ordering for the election to take place.
“We used the constitution of the village as our guide
as well as the Osage Nation code, we used both as our
guide on the subject,” Standing Bear said.
According to the Hominy village constitution, a person must be an Osage Nation member, a resident of
the Hominy village for at least 30 days during the 12
months preceding the election and must be 21 years of
age by Nov. 2 in order to vote.
According to the executive order, if the Hominy Fiveman Board doesn’t post the location and time of the
election two weeks prior to the election, the election
will take place at the Hominy Community Building
and the poll will open at 8 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.
According to the executive order, notice of the election must be posted in the Hominy village in three separate places two weeks prior to the election.

Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: Applications may be downloaded
at www.osagetribe.com/main_
jobsearch.aspx or obtained at
the Osage Nation Human Resources Department located at
621 Grandview in Pawhuska.
Interested applicants can also
call (918) 287-5445 or email HR
at
atrumbly@osagetribe.org.
Applications must be received in
Human Resources no later than
4 p.m. on the date of closing.
Late applications will not be
accepted.
Payroll Assistant – Accounting Accounting. High school
diploma or GED required; Associate’s Degree in Accounting,
Business Administration or related field preferred. At least 1
or 2 years’ payroll experience
preferred or currently working
in a payroll department of at
least 500 employees. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $30,909
Collections
Manager
–
Pawhuska Osage Tribal Museum. Bachelor’s Degree in Art,
Art History, Museum Studies,
Anthropology, or closely related
field required. At least 3 years
working experience in related
field. Must have knowledge of
Osage history, culture and artifacts. Regular Full Time. Salary: $48,000
Motor Vehicle Assistant –
Pawhuska Tax Commission.
High school diploma or GED
required; Associate’s Degree
preferred. Similar work experience, computer experience,
multi-task oriented, organized,
dependable, and demonstrated
learning aptitude. Regular Full
Time. Salary: $15.07/hr.
Teacher Assistant – Skiatook WELA. Associate’s Degree
in Early Childhood Develop-

ment or related field preferred
or actively working toward this
degree. Child Development Associate (CDA) certification or related field preferred or working
toward completion within eight
(8) months. High school diploma
or GED required. Regular Part
Time. Salary: $13.00/hr.
Surveillance Site Supervisor
– Tulsa Gaming Commission.
Must be at least 21 years of age.
Must possess an associate’s degree or 2 years of Surveillance
experience. Must have the ability to obtain and maintain a
Gaming License in accordance
with Tribal and Federal Gaming Regulations. Must have reliable transportation to work
sites. Regular Full Time. Salary:
$22.00/hr.
Surveillance Officer (2) – Skiatook Gaming Commission.
High school diploma or GED.
Must have the ability to obtain
and maintain Gaming license in
accordance with Tribal and Federal Gaming Regulations. Must
have reliable transportation to
work sites. Must have reliable
telephone access for call-ins.
Previous casino experience preferred. Regular Full Time. Salary: $13.30/hr.
Surveillance Officer – Skiatook Gaming Commission.
High school diploma or GED.
Must have the ability to obtain
and maintain. Gaming license
in accordance with Tribal and
Federal Gaming Regulations.
Must have reliable transportation to work sites. Regular Full
Time. Salary: $$13.30/hr.
Employment and Training
Coordinator – Pawhuska Financial Assistance. Bachelor’s
Degree in Business Administration or related field preferred;

Associate’s Degree required. At
least 2 year’s experience in Federal Programs preferred. Must
be familiar with financial aide,
scholarships and vocational
trade school methods. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $18.86/hr.
Optometrist – Pawhuska
Medical Clinic. Must have
completed a Doctor of Optometry (O.D) degree program. Just
have a current and unrestricted
license to practice optometry in
the state of Oklahoma. Must
have 2 years of experience in
a clinic setting. Knowledge of
HIPPA and Privacy Act. Regular Full Time. Salary: $99,975
- $111,425
Optometrist – Pawhuska
Medical Clinic. Must have
completed a Doctor of Optometry (O.D) degree program. Just
have a current and unrestricted
license to practice optometry in
the state of Oklahoma. Must
have 2 years of experience in
a clinic setting. Knowledge of
HIPPA and Privacy Act. Regular Full Time. Salary: $99,975
- $111,425
Billing Technician – Pawhuska Medical Clinic. Associate’s
Degree in Health Information
Management, Business Administration, Accounting, or other
related field; Bachelor’s Degree
preferred. At least 2 years’ of experience in medical billing. Regular Full Time. Salary: $34,550
- $40,150
Temp Work – Pawhuska Human Resources. If interested
in being considered for temporary positions within the Osage
Nation, please apply online at
https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/
application-form.
Temporary.
Salary: $13.00/hr.
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ture, art, exercise, a healthy
snack, help with homework,”
Atterberry said. “All of that
equals a very comprehensive
afterschool program. Honestly, I don’t know of another one
like it in the region.”
Atterberry said Osage parents need to “buy into” their
child’s educations, that they
needed to support it. She said
nowhere else in the country
was it free to attend a good
afterschool program. Bartlesville, in Washington County,
charges $14 a day for students
to play in a gym until their parents pick them up, there isn’t
an educational curriculum,
she said. The Nation is charging $5 a day, per child, for
children of Osage parents or
ON employees, and $10 a day,
per child, for children of nonOsages or non-ON employees.
Children can attend for free
if their parents enroll in the
Osage Language program or
agree to help clean the facility
one Saturday per month.
Atterberry said the proposed cut to fund the WYA
facilities will have far reaching effects for current employees, enrolled students and the
Wah-Zha-Zhi Early Learning
Academies. More than 15 employees could lose their jobs,
parents will have to find other means of afterschool care
and WELA employees will
not have any help. Currently,
the WYA staff fills in for the
WELA employees during their
lunch breaks, planning periods
and exercise breaks.
She also said the proposed
cut to Hominy and Fairfax
WYA facilities would not have
cut out the tutoring programs
developed for those schools.
Students in Hominy and Fairfax will still be eligible for
tutoring from the Nation’s education department.
Standing Bear said the education department staff, which
he said has over 250 years
worth of education experience,
worked hard on developing
the curriculum and when they
came to him and said the facilities needed to charge at least
$5 a day, he trusted in their
expertise.
“The way I understand the
situation is, if the Congress
doesn’t do anything today or
tomorrow, that means Thursday morning (Oct. 1) there’s
no money for this program,”
Standing Bear said. “What
kind of planning is that?”
[Disclaimer: The author of
this article, Shannon Shaw
Duty, has two children who attend the Pawhuska WYA.]

Buildings
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over the years and the kitchen
area received water damage
due to rain leaking through
the roof. “Because of the rain
– and what we call the BandAid that has been put on the
roof – it has collapsed several
different times and with that
water damage, it has damaged
a number of appliances underneath as well as sometimes
food items in the freezer were
lost.”
Mason recalls the Nation applied for two federal grants in
the past but both efforts were
unsuccessful, but the need for
a new or fixed building is needed. “All this resolution is doing
is to secure support for this
committee and to get themselves together… to get their
budget and get their plans together and bring it over here to
(the Executive Branch).”
Both resolutions were slated
for action after Oct. 1 as the
Congressional Tzi-Zho Session continued into the month.
Check www.osagenews.org for
updates on this topic and other
news events.
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Without Reservations

poker tables. The casino will have a
sports bar and grill, a small cafe and
an additional casino bar.
Hotel amenities will include:
• 132-room hotel
• Six suites
• Fitness center
• Resort pool
• Entertainment and meeting space
• 10,000-square-foot ballroom
• Three additional breakout rooms
for conferences and conventions
If the Osage Nation Congress votes
to approve the plan construction will
start with the removal of the event center section of the current facility, according to the release. Once the casino
renovation is complete, the new hotel
will be built on the current site of the
existing casino and all construction areas will move to the north and east of
the facility.
Future phases could include additional hotel rooms, a parking garage,
and an entertainment venue, according
to the release.
Osage Casinos CEO, Byron Bighorse, said in the release that the
recent appointment of Osage tribal
members to the Gaming Enterprise
Board and to the Osage Casino executive management team has contributed
to a record year for the Osage Casino
Enterprise. The tribal distribution and
operating income are the highest in
organizational history, which contributes to increased support of area vendors and involvement in surrounding
communities.
Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Salary Cuts

–from Page 16

$99,300 in an indirect budget for the
Chief’s office with 20 percent salary increases that would have been assigned
to the staff.
Before the FY 2016 budgets were
passed, Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead referred to a recent event without
naming names in her debate discussion.
She stated: “Recently I received text
messages from the Executive branch
regarding this specific budget. Not urging my support but rather demanding
me to support the original budget submitted or else I would be considered a
political enemy.”
She made note that none of the men
on the 12-member congress received
such threats, just the women. She said
the salaries for the Executive Branch
were not only competitive but very high
for the region.
“With that said let me make myself

very clear to all branches of the Osage
government and those listening ... my
vote is not for sale!” she said. “I believe
that the positions (which are a matter
of public record) ranging from $100,500
to $32,000 a year within this budget
are fair wages for Pawhuska working
for the Osage Nation. This is a government, not for profit or private sector
jobs.”
The Osage News asked Standing
Bear’s office for comment on the debate
remarks on the budgets, but did not receive a reply by press time.
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards
said the Nation’s tight finances are reasons she supports the FY 2016 budgets
with reductions, including to salaries.
She successfully proposed amendments to the budgets that put holds on
salaries/ wages to those set in FY 2015.
In her debate time, Edwards said:
“The Assistant Chief announced earlier this week that according to his information, there is about $200,000 in
unexpended funds for FY 2015. That
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is the smallest amount of funding remaining in the Treasury in my 11 budgetary sessions as a Congress member
… I believe the (government budget)
division bills voted on by this Congress tonight represent the Legislative
Branch’s best effort to fulfill its Constitutional duties. It ensures the annual
budget does not exceed projected revenue while still maintaining direct services to the people, serving the greatest
number of Osages possible in the most
fiscally responsible manner.”

Obituaries

Edwards also noted there is still
funding in the Treasury should the
Congress need to visit any financial
and budget matters during FY 2016.
The projected revenue for FY 2016 is
$43.7 million in tribal dollars the Nation receives from its seven-casino
Gaming Enterprise, the Tax Commission and bank account interest.
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Irene is survived by two daughters: Linda LaZelle of Hominy, Okla. and Theresa
Littlecook of Ponca City, Okla., older sister Vivian Wetseline of Apache, Okla., 8
grandchildren; Gideon Goodeagle, Tesa Roubedeaux, Laura Rosas, Andrea Kemble,
James Kemble Jr., Oliver Littlecook Jr., William Kemble, Pete Littlecook; 24 great
grandchildren and 1 great-great granddaughter and numerous nieces and nephews.
She is preceded in death by her parents, her brothers; Fredrick Hamilton and
Curtis Dobbins; her sisters: Sophie Maker and Helen Louise Hatfield and her great
granddaughter baby Jordyn Littlecook.

