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Osage Minerals Council lawsuit
against DOI to be heard Aug. 10
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
A federal judge has scheduled the preliminary court
case to consider a temporary
restraining order and preliminary injunction on the final oil
and gas regulations that will
change 25 CFR Part 226. They
were scheduled to take effect
July 10.
Chief Judge for the Northern District Court of Oklahoma, Gregory Frizzell, ordered

a hearing for 9:30 a.m. on Aug.
10 in Tulsa to consider the
Osage Minerals Council and
Oklahoma Producers’ Association’s claims.
Both entities are suing the
U.S. Department of Interior,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Secretary of the Interior Sally
Jewell and BIA Director Mike
Black. They are asking Frizzell to review whether if the
155-page final rules for 25
CFR Part 226 for oil and gas
drilling on the Osage Minerals

Chief Standing Bear meets with the
staffs of Sens. Lankford and Inhofe
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Two Republican Oklahoma senators, Jim Inhofe and
James Lankford, sent a letter to the Secretary of Interior
Sally Jewell, asking her to find a solution to stop the new
oil and gas regulations from taking effect in Osage County.
The two-page letter, sent on July 9, said the Bureau of
Indian Affairs has a fiduciary duty to ensure economic vitality for the Osage Minerals Estate. They mentioned the
Bureau’s efforts to update compliance procedures for the
See Meeting
—Continued on Page 4

Estate are in compliance with
the Administrative Procedures
Act (APA) – which governs the
way federal agencies may propose and establish regulations.
In a prepared release, the
OMC said the new regulations will “cause irreversible
damage to the Osage Mineral
Estate” and “the OMC will suffer an immediate loss of its authority over the management
of its mineral estate,” should
the rules go into effect.
Many producers have expressed outrage over the new
rules since 2013, when the Negotiated Rulemaking Committee first began drafting them.
Oil and gas producers have
said they will leave Osage
County over the new regulations, which they say are burdensome and too costly.
The negotiated rulemaking process was a stipulation
of the 2011 Osage Trust Case
settlement in which the Nation
received $380 million from the
BIA for mismanagement of the
Osage Minerals Estate. The
rulemaking process, which began in 2012, was supposed to
improve the management of

Osage Nation overhauling
early learning academies
to Educare standards
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
An associate degree or bachelor’s degree in early childhood education is what will be required to teach at one of
the Osage Nation’s Wah-Zha-Zhi Early Learning Academies
– something that has never been required before.
“Our goal is to have a certified early childhood teacher in
every classroom – there will only be so many positions available for Child Development Associates (CDA), which will require the rest of the teachers who decide to stay with us to
raise their level of qualifications,” said Debra Atterberry in
an email. Atterberry is the senior advisor for Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear and is also overseeing the education
reorganization of the entire division of Education and Early
Learning.
Along with improving the teaching staff at the Wah-ZhaZhi Early Learning Academies (WELA), specialized staff
is being added to bring the academies up to Educare standards. The changes will take effect Aug. 1.
Staff positions such as an education services administrator, compliance officer, full-time dietician, language immersion teachers, academic advisors and counselors, cultural
curriculum and resource specialists, community outreach
specialists and more are being added.
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear recently asked
the Osage Nation Congress for an additional $154,000 to
increase pay for the WELA teachers.
“That’s what this extra money is for, it’s for bringing
See Educare
—Continued on Page 4
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Aunt and nephew win
World Champion honors at
Pinto World Horse Show
Tara Madden
Osage News

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The front doors of the current Pawhuska IHS Clinic. The name of the clinic
will change after Oct. 1 when the Osage Nation takes control of the clinic.

Osage Nation compacting
Pawhuska IHS facility,
services and staff to be added

Faren
Anderson
and
Kristofer Revard are World
Champions.
When showing and demonstrating the abilities and beauty of Pinto horses, there aren’t
much better than Anderson
and her 8-year-old nephew
Kristofer.

From June 8-20, the duo
competed in the 50th Pinto
World Championship Horse
Show in Tulsa at the Built
Ford Tough Livestock Complex at Expo Square.
Anderson won two world
championships, as well as,
Amateur English Showmanship Solid Horse, Amateur
Western Horsemanship Solid
Horse and Reserve World

Champion Amateur Western
Pleasure Solid Horse. She also
placed in the top five in four
other event classes.
Kristopher, who is going
into the third grade, came
home with Youth Walk/Trot
Showmanship Solid Horse
World Championship. He also
came home with third place
See Pinto
—Continued on Page 5

Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
The Osage Nation has compacted with the Indian Health Service to take control of the Pawhuska clinic on Oct.1.
What Nation officials want Osage citizens to know, is that
services are not going to be taken away. All services that exist
currently will stay, the Nation, however, is adding additional
services and staff to improve the facility.
“Everything’s going to happen real fast,” said Principal Chief
Geoffrey Standing Bear. In terms of what new services and staff
the Nation will implement, those will be decided over the next
year and forward by the ON Health Authority Board (ONHAB),
Osage citizens and input from patients.
“Shared responsibilities” is the quick and easy definition of
compacting. Under the IHS Self-Governance Act of 2000, which
is part of the Indian Self-Determination Act of 1975, once entering into the compact the Nation would receive funds as a lump
sum and that amount is negotiated with the federal government.
Once the Nation receives those funds they are free to program
that money to carry out the missions of health system delivery

Courtesy Photo/Pinto World Championship Horse Show

See Compacting
—Continued on Page 5

Faren Anderson and her 8-year-old nephew Kristopher won World Champion honors at this year’s Pinto World
Championship Horse Show.
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Osage Minerals Council and Standing
Bear administration at odds
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear is slowly chipping away at the Osage Minerals Council’s resistance to
Osage Nation law.
“They’re an agency of the
government, not a branch,”
Standing Bear said.
The minerals council is an
independent agency, allowed
to form their own rules and
regulations as long as they are
consistent with Osage law.
Over the years, the Minerals
Council has been at odds with
whether or not they are a part
of the new Osage government
ratified in 2006, or whether
they are the Osage Tribal
Council – which no longer exists. One member of the OMC
that has long been on the side
of the Osage Tribal Council
is Cynthia Boone, who is the
longest-serving OMC member. She has been consistent
the OMC follows the 1906 Act
and formed a 1906 committee
within the OMC.
However, an ON Trial Court
Associate Judge and the ON
Attorney General have recently sided with Standing Bear.
Soon, the question of what authority the minerals council
has may go before the ON Supreme Court.

Removal
The minerals council and
their attorney David McCullough recently drafted
administrative rules and regulations that included a clause
for removal of council mem-

bers. The draft was leaked to
the Chief’s Office and Standing Bear turned it over to AG
Holli Wells.
In her July 22 opinion she
said the council’s removal
clause was unconstitutional
and they did not have the authority to make up their own
removal process. The Osage
Constitution lays out the removal process for the Nation’s
elected officials in Article XII.
The OMC’s draft rules and
regulations also formed a
Treasurer’s office, which Wells
said was unconstitutional. The
Osage Constitution establishes a Department of the Treasury in Article VII Section 13
within the Executive Branch.
“There are several sections
of the proposed Osage Minerals Council Administrative
Policies and Procedures that
violate Osage Nation law, such
as the Open Meetings Act, the
Board and Commissions Act,
the Treasury law, the Ethics
law, and the Election code,”
Wells wrote.

Ethics violations
ON Associate Judge Lee
Stout recently ruled the Osage
Minerals Council is subject to
the ON ethics law. Former Attorney General Jeff Jones filed
ethics complaints against five
members of the eight-member
Osage Minerals Council in trial court. The complaint asked
for a declaratory judgment on
whether or not the Osage Nation ethics laws apply to the

OMC. At issue is a required
yearly affidavit from elected
ON officials to be turned into
the ON Trial Court that lists
any and all gifts received during the fiscal year, the giver of
the gift and the dollar amount
of each gift.
Council members Andrew
Yates, Galen Crum and Talee
Redcorn filed their affidavits.
Chairman Everett Waller,
Cynthia Boone, Stephanie Erwin, Joseph Cheshewalla and
Kathryn Red Corn did not.
The five OMC members are
appealing to the ON Supreme
Court.
Waller said he did not
want to comment until after
the OMC’s federal court case
against the U.S. Department
of Interior over the final rules
governing the Osage Minerals
Estate is heard in Northern
District Court on Aug. 10.
Crum and Yates were not in
favor of the new policies and
procedures and some thought
the draft removal process targeted the councilmen. Boone
said the draft policies and procedures was just that, a draft
and the minerals council had
not discussed them publicly
yet or voted on them.

No communication
Standing Bear said since
he took office he has not received one official communication from the minerals council.
Waller was under contract as
a cultural liaison for Standing
Bear for a short period before

his contract was terminated.
Standing Bear also said his
office does speak with Crum,
Yates and Kathryn Red Corn.
Minerals council members
said Standing Bear and Assistant Principal Chief Raymond
Red Corn did meet with Waller
and threatened Waller with legal action if he did not follow
Standing Bear’s wishes. When
asked if a meeting ever took
place and whether Standing
Bear and Red Corn threatened
Waller, Standing Bear said “it
never happened.”
Either way, neither side is
communicating and Standing
Bear said he didn’t know the
minerals council filed suit in
federal court until the Osage
News posted it online.
“Our last major effort was
to have our attorney David
Mullen arrange a meeting
with Asst. Secretary for Indian Affairs Kevin Washburn
who would meet with us as
chief and representatives of
the minerals council, if we
would jointly request a 90-day
moratorium on the new regulations until we can all figure
out what’s going on,” Standing
Bear said. “Mr. Washburn did
not promise he would do that
but he was ready to listen. We
didn’t even get a chance to talk
to him because the minerals
council would not respond to
my request.”

Housing services spread to different offices within the Nation
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear’s housing reorganization is complete.
The Housing Department,
what many Osages are used
to calling it, is no more. All the
services the former Housing
Department offered are still
being administered, just under
three different offices within
the Nation.
“Assistant Chief [Raymond
Red Corn] and I have been trying to get people who provide
similar functions to work together,” Standing Bear said.
“How do things look from the
point of view of the user? That
would be the client in need of
assistance. How does it look
to them? This is so they won’t
have to go to five different
buildings.”
The three different departments that have inherited the
functions of the former Housing Department are: Financial
Assistance, Tribal Works and
Tribal Development and Land
Acquisition (TDLA).
All-new applications, information and description of
services can be found on each
department’s web page on the
Osage Nation website, according to Director of Operations
Casey Johnson. Also, participants of existing programs
that were formerly under the
Housing Department will receive a letter in the mail describing the transfer and what
the participant’s obligations
are, if any.

nity Service Program (CSPG)
and the Voucher Program,
according to director Jodie
Revard. She also received two
employees, one of them being
Andrea Kemble, former Housing Department director. Each
service provides the following:
• LIHEAP: provides energy assistance, cooling
and heating assistance
and some crisis assistance - pending availability of funds.
• CSPG: helps with rental
and mortgage assistance,
groceries, basic and medical
assistance, education, employment and crisis needs.
• Voucher Program: rental,
mortgage and utility assistance. Can help with
crisis such as fire damage,
destruction, natural cause,
relocation, medical or physical emergencies, interruption or reduction of income.

Tribal Works
Tribal Works received Senior Housing, NAHASDA and
Osage Nation Housing Assistance Program (ONHAP), according to director Ed Zaun.
He also received eight employees that include a Construction manager, Intake
Specialist, Housing Inspector,
Senior Housing Maintenance
Supervisor and maintenance
workers. Each service provides
the following:
• Senior Housing: provides
maintenance and mowing to the senior housing
complex in Pawhuska.
• NAHASDA: home
ownership assistance, home rehab.

Financial Assistance

• ONHAP: home rehab.

Financial Assistance received LIHEAP, the Commu-

• Tribal Development
and Land Acquisition

stand not only two programs,
TDLA received the new
construction functions that
were administered under NAHASDA, such as Sky Lodge
Estates, a rental complex construction in Skiatook, and a
new PRT/Domestic Violence
shelter to be built in Pawhuska, said director Bruce Cass.
He received one employee, a
records/management clerk for
the two projects.

No one’s fault
Standing Bear said the reorganization wasn’t due to any
one person’s fault, it was an
inherited bureaucracy where
various departments were performing the same functions,
“duplication of services.”
As an example he named
the three different fitness
challenges that were being administered at the same time
shortly after he took office
in 2014. All three challenges
were being judged having different monitoring and requirements. Similar duplication of
services was happening all
over the Nation, he said.
“We have a long way to go,
but this is a start … you’ll see
the same pattern, reoccurring
with these reorgs, you’ll see it
with language, culture, health,
education, you’re going to look
at it more from the point of
view from the user,” Standing
Bear said. “And less cost, a lot
less cost actually.”
Revard said after bringing
in the new programs and two
seasoned employees, she was
able to see the duplication of
services and lower the administration costs.
“With the lateral transfers
we’ve brought over knowledgeable employees that under-

they

understand

six

pro-

grams,” she said. “Sharing information about the clients …
that’s actually helping reduce
fraud, so putting them under
one department you can look
at it as an audit tool as well.”
Financial Assistance will be
located in the new Welcome
Center on the Osage campus
in Pawhuska, Tribal Works
and TDLA are both located on
the campus in Pawhuska.
“I’m not going to say it was
any one persons fault, it was
the system that had been built
up here through the years,”
Standing

Bear

said.

“And

I’ve said it before, this place
is a bush that needed serious
pruning and we’re pruning it.
So that’s what led to this.”

Congress
approves
$100,000 for
Osage LLC
litigation
expenses
Benny Polacca
Osage News
On July 16, the Congress voted unanimously
to approve a $100,000 appropriation bill (ONCA
15-64 sponsored by Buffalohead) for litigation
expenses to pursue court
action against the former
Osage Limited Liability
Company
management
and business partners in
wake of the investigation
into those business activities that resulted in millions of dollars in losses.
According to ONCA 1564, the litigation money
will be appropriated to the
Attorney General’s office
and AG Holli Wells will
make decisions on further
investigation efforts.
Earlier
this
year,
Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear hired
Osage-owned Shield Law
Group firm to continue
the investigation into the
LLC earlier this year.
Last year, Standing Bear
hired Tulsa-area auditor
Paul Bradford to initiate
the investigation efforts
after Standing Bear took
office. In wake of those investigations, Shield Law
Group owner Amanda
Proctor filed a civil suit
on behalf of the Nation
in Osage County District
Court against former LLC
CEO Carol Leese, former
LLC CFO Robert Petre
and other business parties
regarding a 2010 investment totaling more than
$1 million.
In a newer development, Proctor and Wells
met with the Congressional Commerce and
Economic
Development
Committee on July 14 and
informed the Congress
that day they received a
response from broker firm
EquityStation, Inc. in regards to a demand letter
Proctor sent to the company seeking information on
an $800,000 investment
Leese made with the company in 2010.
Proctor said an attorney associated with the
company informed her
and Wells that the Nation
See Litigation
—Continued on Page 7
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ON Congress passes FY2016 bills
Congress votes
for health benefit, scholarships
down minimum
wage bill to include and burial assistance funds
casino employees
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Benny Polacca
Osage News
The Fourth Osage Nation Congress voted down a bill
seeking to raise the Osage Casino employee minimum
wage to match the Nation’s current $11.50 minimum wage
by next year.
The bill (ONCA 15-55 sponsored by Congressman John
Maker) failed with seven “no” votes and four “yes” votes
during the July 16 meeting of the special session.
Voting “yes” were Congress members Maker, Archie
Mason, Otto Hamilton and Alice Buffalohead and “no”
votes came from John Jech, James Norris, Angela Pratt,
Ron Shaw, William “Kugee” Supernaw, RJ Walker, Congressional Speaker Maria Whitehorn and one absence
from Shannon Edwards.
According to the bill, the minimum wage would have increased for casino employees to $10 per hour effective immediately when the bill was enacted and that rate would
increase to $11.50 per hour when the 2017 fiscal year
started. ONCA 15-55 is an amendment to the current Nation’s minimum salary wage to include Gaming Enterprise
(employees) and limited liability company employees.
The ON Gaming Enterprise Board and casino management recently informed the Congress they have already
started conducting compensation/ incentive studies employees to consider employee wage increases, but a timeline on that process is unknown.
According to a Congressional fiscal analysis of the bill,
the minimum wage increase would’ve impacted 601 casino
employees and 75-80 of those employees are Osage.
Check back to www.osagenews.org for future updates
on this topic and other news matters from the seventh special session.
For more information on the special session, filed legislation and Congressional committee meetings, visit the
Legislative Branch website at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/congress-legislative-branch.

ON Election Office
offering survey seeking
voter feedback

On Day Two of the Seventh
Special Session, the Fourth
Osage Nation Congress passed
four appropriation bills on
July 14.
Three of those passed bills
are FY2016 appropriations to
fund the Nation’s burial assistance fund at $450,000 (ONCA
15-56 sponsored by Congresswoman Angela Pratt); the
health benefit fund at $6 million (ONCA 15-57 sponsored
by
Congresswoman
Alice
Buffalohead); and the higher
education scholarship fund at
$8 million (ONCA 15-58 sponsored by Congressman Archie
Mason). The Congress also approved a separate $1.5 million
appropriation bill (ONCA 1559 sponsored by Congressman
Ron Shaw) to fund the health
benefit fund for the remainder
of the 2015 fiscal year.
With the three appropriation
bills passed in special session,
the Congress has committed
$14,450,000 for spending next
year leaving approximately
$29 million remaining to budget for governmental operations and other matters and
projects up for Congressional
consideration.
Earlier this year, the Congress approved the FY2016
projected revenue figure at
$43.7 million. According to the
Osage Constitution, the Congress cannot approve annual
budgets that exceed projected
revenues.
The three FY2016 appropriation bills approved on July
14 passed with 10-1 votes with
one “no” from Shaw and one
absence from Mason. Those
bills were advanced through
the legislative process, leading to final votes without being
initially considered in a Congressional committee meeting.

Shaw said he voted “no” for
the three bills stating he was
concerned about the Congress
breaking from normal legislative procedure of hearing the
bills in a committee meeting before a floor vote. Shaw
added his “no” vote was not
intended to protest the health
and scholarship program funding efforts, but he preferred
the Congress consider those
appropriation matters when
all of the budget and accounting information is available for
consideration.
Congresswoman Shannon
Edwards said the FY2016 bill
numbers are based on information provided by the Treasurer’s office and based on the
prior year’s spending. She added “we need to send a message
of support” regarding the bills’
approval.
During the special session,
ON Treasurer Callie Catcher
also said it’s unknown how
many Osage elders will sign
up for the Medicare supplement plan now available in
addition to the health benefit
card program available to all
enrolled Osages, meaning the
amount needed could change
depending on the Medicare
supplement plan enrollment
and money needed to support
health benefit card carryover
amounts. Updated numbers
will be provided with the budgetary information when the
Tzi-Zho Session starts.
As of July 9, Edwards said
288 elders signed up for the
Medicare supplement plan
and 11,889 Osages participate
in the health benefit card program.
On July 13, the first day of
session, Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear addressed
the Congress and noted his
administration submitted the
2016 budgets on July 10, just
days ahead of the Congressio-

nal deadline for budgets. Those
budgets will now be subject to
Congressional review, which
Standing Bear said extends
over 125 separate budgets for
the Nation’s departments and
programs.
In his address, Standing
Bear acknowledged the three
FY2016 bills: “These (three
bills’) amounts were determined after careful review of
what unspent and unencumbered money still remains in
the funds and what is expected to be needed. The only unknown, as I have repeatedly
said before, is what is the wish
of the Congress on the carryover provisions of the Health
Benefit Card? The answer to
that question is a $1.5 million
dollar or more answers and we
need it determined one way or
another. Working with what
we know, we have found a way
to fund all three funds without
reaching into our Permanent
Fund or asking for additional
money from our gaming enterprise.”
Standing Bear also urged
the Congressional approval of
the three FY2016 bills to keep
the three Osage “entitlement”
programs out of the annual
budget debates, noting his office provided the Congress with
the supporting documentation
to justify the budget amounts
and that he would call another
special session if the Congress
voted down the bills.
On the FY2015 bill for the
health benefit plan for $1.5
million, that bill passed unanimously 11-0. Standing Bear
signed all four bills into law
shortly after the votes.
Most of the Nation’s governmental operations budgets will
be considered during the 2015
Tzi-Zho Session when that 24day session starts Sept. 8. The
Nation’s 2016 fiscal year starts
Oct. 1.

Osage News
Election Year 2016 is coming and the Osage Nation Election
Office is seeking feedback from voters through an online survey.
The ON Election Office is seeking public input on potential
changes to the current election laws. Any proposed changes will
be considered by the Election Board, which will draft the law
changes that will be submitted to the Fourth ON Congress for
its consideration and approval during its next regular session,
which is the 24-day Tzi-Zho Session starting Sept. 8.
According to the Election Board: “Our survey contains questions regarding important parts in the election process that affect every Osage Voter. In between each election year, we strive
to improve the election process to make it easier for Osages to exercise their right to vote and have a voice in their government.”
Follow this link to take the online survey: https://www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections/survey-2016
The survey is only available online, but Osage voters who do
not have computer access may call the Election Office and a staff
member will complete the survey on their behalf. The ON Election Office can be reached at (877) 560-5286.
The election laws (also referred to as the election code) were
last updated in 2013 to include a primary election for the Principal Chief and Assistant Principal Chief races (when there are
more than two candidates in those races). The 2014 election was
the first year for those primary elections.
The current election code (Bill No. ONCA 13-16) is available
for viewing on the Election Office web page: www.osagenationnsn.gov/what-we-do/elections/election-information.
Deadline to complete the election survey is Aug. 15, according
to the election office.

OSAGE NEWS

Wind turbines litter the countryside north of Fairfax.

Osages gather for Sunrise
Morning Prayer at wind farm site
Osage News
Osages gathered at sunrise
on July 10 at the wind turbine
site on Highway 18.
Led by Fairfax resident Dr.
Joe Conner, Osage officials
and others gathered to pray.
“It is a prayer to heal the
desecration of our ancestor’s
graves and sacred horizon
where the Tzi-zho (Sky) and
Hun-kah (Earth) meet and is
the place Wah-kon-tah chose
as the origin place of the Wahzha-zhe (Osages),” Conner
wrote in an email. “The Wahzha-zhe believed that the prairie horizon in its’ natural state
was the sacred place where

father sky and mother earth
met and where in morning’s
light the Osages were created.
Now this sacred place has been
desecrated by giant wind monsters that cut the link between
our ancestors and their grandchildren.”
Wearing shawls and blankets, Osage tribal member
and Native American Church
member Cameron Pratt conducted the prayer, which lasted approximately 30 minutes.
Osages Scott Lohah and Nanette Kelley were hosts, Conner said.
“Specifically, this Morning
Prayer asks for the grace of

Wah-kon-tah, Father God and
Jesus to heal our sadness and
grief over the desecration and
loss of the connection between
what our ancestors saw on the
horizon and what we now see,”
Conner wrote. “Furthermore,
the prayer asks that our leaders be given the courage to use
the earthly justice system to
remove the wind monsters and
to prevent any further development.”
Conner said Osages would
moisten the earth and rub it
on their foreheads as a sign
of supplication and humility
See prayer
—Continued on Page 6
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Educare

–from Page 1

those teachers up, they get
more money and they have to
get qualified. Those that can’t
are going to leave. But those
that remain, or new teachers, will be Educare standard
teachers or daycare providers,”
Standing Bear said. “That
costs more so we’re paying
them more. That’s where most
of the increase is. We’ve taken
away that we’re going to serve
everybody we can, and we’re
focusing on Osages. Osage priority.”
According
to
educareschools.org, Educare is a research-based program that
prepares young, at-risk children for school. It is a specially
designed program that focuses
on the first five years and the
most at risk children for academic failure.
At Educare Schools, teachers work with children – beginning in infancy and through
preschool – and their parents
to develop pre–literacy and
early math skills such as letter and number recognition,
problem solving, and counting,
according to educareschools.
org. Equal emphasis is given
to developing social-emotional
skills: the ability to focus on
a task, persistence, impulse
control and cooperation with
peers, among other skills and
qualities to ensure a bright future for the child.
Last year within the ON
Head Start facilities there
were 76 Osage children who
attended the Pawhuska Osage
Nation Head Start facility.
Nineteen Osage children attended Fairfax and seven attended Skiatook. The rest
of the students were Native
American or non-Indian.
A lot of preparation and
work by the Education Task
Force has gone into reorganizing the early learning centers.
Atterberry said she thinks
both children and parents will
be pleased.
“When focusing on the whole
child, i.e. their social well-being, health, culture, language,
educational instruction, in addition to nurturing a strong
parent-child relationship – it
creates the foundation for successful learning,” she said.
The curriculum for WELA
will be Creative Curriculum by
Teaching Strategies, which is
the same curriculum the Head
Starts have used for the past
six years. What is changing is
an increase of Osage language
and culture into the children’s
daily schedules.

Osage Language Immersion
The plan for the Osage
Language Immersion classes
at the WELA is to have eight
children, ages six weeks to two
years, in one class and 12 students, ages three to four years,
in the second class, Atterberry
said. If more than eight and 12
in each class apply, there will
be a public lottery. There will
also be a small fee for the children to be in the immersion
classes, but the fees may be
reduced or waived according to
parent participation, she said.
Immersion classes will be held
at the Pawhuska facility only,
at this time.
Four of the Language Department teachers will be
teaching in the Immersion
classrooms. Teaching the 0-2
year olds will be David Webb
and Donna Barrone. Teaching
the 3-4 year olds will be Tracey
Moore and Addie Hudgins. All
WELA teachers will be continuing language training under Herman “Mogri” Lookout.
Lookout and Osage language
instructor Janis Carpenter are
developing the language curriculum for the immersion programs. Each day the children
participating in the immersion
classes will be taught from 8
a.m. to 10:45 a.m. The staff
and teachers will be required
to speak only Osage in front of
the children.

Petition to reinstate Skiatook Head
Start administrator circulating
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News
A petition to reinstate Terri
Buffalohead as the site coordinator for the Osage Nation
Skiatook Head Start facility
has been circulating.
The petition appeared in
the Skiatook Journal on July
23, submitted by a Concerned
Parents Committee, who said
they learned Buffalohead was
dismissed because of a reduction in workforce.
“We respectfully request
this action be reconsidered by
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
of the Osage Nation Tribe [sic]
and are sending him a petition
regarding same,” according to
the petition. “As friends of Terri, we are upset that she has
been let go, but more importantly, we are concerned with
the education of our children.”
Debra Atterberry, senior
advisor for Standing Bear and
head of the Education Division
of the Nation, said she did not
want to comment on personnel
matters and that she did know
of the petition. She said if Buffalohead resigned then she is
welcome to reapply with the
Nation in another capacity.
Buffalohead, who is nonOsage but of the Ponca Nation, said she did not resign
and was told by Denise Keene,
Head Start director for the
Nation, she was being let go
on July 16 because of a reduction in workforce. Buffalohead
said she was given a hug and a
short thank you. The next day,
she broke down.
Buffalohead has worked at
the Skiatook head start for
26 years – and she’s received
recognition doing so. The Skiatook head start was voted the
favorite head start by Skiatook
Journal readers this year, and
the facility also won a Communities of Excellence award
last year, the only Nation
head start facility to do so, she
said. She’s also organized the
Head Start Benefit Dance in
Skiatook every year, and held
countless fundraisers for the
children.
She said another staff worker at the Skiatook head start
has replaced her and she’s
non-Indian.
She doesn’t understand why
she was let go unless it was
for a recent surgery, in which
her job was covered by FMLA
while she was recuperating,
she said. Another reason could
be her son Robert Robedeaux
had recently filed a protective order against her because
Head Start Director Denise
Keene called a meeting with
Buffalohead shortly after that
order was filed.
Buffalohead took her friend
Jay Blalock with her as a witness because she felt Keene
might dismiss her. Keene
warned her of the upcoming
changes to the head start facilities and that the Standing
Bear administration wanted
only Osages working at the
facilities. Buffalohead said
Keene made a joke about Buffalohead not being Osage and
that maybe she could find an
Osage to marry. Buffalohead
said she laughed it off and
joked back that maybe she
could find an Osage to marry.
Keene texted her a couple
days later and said she had
scheduled a meeting with Human Resources Director Scott
Johnson.

Lawsuit
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the Osage Mineral Estate and
prevent further mismanagement by the BIA.
To read the lawsuit visit:
http://static.osagenews.org.
s3.amazonaws.com/cms_
page_media/43/OMCLawsuitVSbia.pdf.
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Terri Buffalohead was recently dismissed as site coordinator for the
Osage Nation Head Start facility in
Skiatook after 26 years. A petition
has been circulating Skiatook to
reinstate her.

After
Buffalohead
was
dismissed from the Nation,
Robedeaux’s protective order
against Buffalohead was dismissed on July 30 and Robedeaux had to pay court costs,
according to the court minute
of the case.
In her 26 years at the Nation, Buffalohead said she has
received one corrective action

and it was 15 years ago for not
getting her CDL license in a
timely manner, she said.
She’s heard from parents
over the years that some staff
members have been threatened by her, afraid she would
be promoted to their position,
but she declined to name them.
To those people she wants
them to know she never wanted their job, she just wanted
to work with the children and
was happy remaining a site coordinator.
A request for comment was
sent to Keene but she did not
reply before this issue of the
Osage News went to press.
“I know I’m not Osage, but
I’ve loved working for the
Osage Nation all these years,”
Buffalohead said. “It’s hard to
know that I won’t be there to
welcome the new students on
the first day of school.”
Asked if she wanted her job
back or would reapply elsewhere within the Nation, she
said she would be thinking
about it, but after she gets
some rest.

Daily rates now required
to attend Wah-Zha-Zhi
Youth Academy
Osage News
Osage families with children attending the Wah-Zha-Zhi
Youth Academies are now being required to pay.
According to a letter that went out to parents on July 24,
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Academies (WYA) are available for
children K-12th and will now be charged a daily rate.
Osage children and children of Osage Nation employees
will cost $5 per day. Other children attending will pay a $10
daily rate. During the summer, daily rates for Osages or
Osage Nation employees will be $10 per day; all other children will be $15 per day.
“After much discussion and investigation, the Task Force
believes it is not in the best interest of all Osage children
to allow a few in our near vicinity to attend for free. We are
charging a minimal charge for after school care. If a child
has a membership card, they can attend for $5 a day. This is
very minimal if you check other after school programs,” said
Melvina Prather, Education Task Force member. “Some
hold spots and do not have children that attend on a regular basis which prevents other Osage children who would
attend from attending full time. We felt a $5 fee would not
deter parents from sending children that were looking for
a structured after school program that was both filled with
educational activities and fun.”
Renewal of membership will begin Aug. 1 and Osage prefSee Academy
—Continued on Page 7

Osage Nation Head Starts closing
in Barnsdall and McCord
Osage News
The Osage Nation head start
facilities in Barnsdall and McCord will be closing for good.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear said the Nation
can come back to Barnsdall and
McCord once more Osage students enroll there. Last year,
Standing Bear said Barnsdall
had four Osage children and
McCord didn’t have any.
“We’ve been serving McCord
and our teachers with no Osage
children in McCord. We’ll come
back once we have some Osages there,” Standing Bear said.
“We’re putting more money
in Woodland, Pawhuska and
Hominy and we’re putting a lot
more money in Skiatook – and
we’re redesigning the system
to where more money goes directly to the teachers and not
the bureaucracy. These are
major changes.”
According to a letter that
went out to parents from Director of Child Care, Claire Wood,
the Nation’s former daycare
centers and Head Starts in
Skiatook, Hominy, Pawhuska
and Fairfax will be replaced
with one streamlined academy, the Wah-Zha-Zhi Early
Learning Academy (WELA).
Which means there will be

no more Osage Nation daycare
facilities to take care of children over the age of five.
“Our year round academy
will service full-time enrolled
children ages six weeks to five
years old (or until they are attending public school). At this
time, Hominy will only offer
classes for three to four year
olds,” Wood said in the letter.

Meeting
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), which “nearly
brought to a complete halt the
drilling of new oil and natural
gas wells in Osage County for
about a year.”
They felt the Bureau’s recent actions to address their
concerns were mere “window
dressings” and the problems
aren’t being fixed.
Shortly thereafter, rumors
of a legislative fix reached the
doorsteps of the Osage Nation
through David Mullen, the Nation’s attorney in Washington,
D.C. The word on Capitol Hill
was that Inhofe and Lankford were planning to file legislation that would take the
minerals oversight authority
from the BIA and give it to the
Oklahoma Corporation Commission. The OCC would then
have full jurisdiction over our
Minerals Estate. Principal
Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear
said Oklahoma Lt. Gov. Todd
Lamb proposed the same thing
a few years ago and he publicly
opposed it.
“That essentially would
destroy the trust responsibility over our mineral estate,”
Standing Bear said. “It’s stuff
like this that keeps me up at
night.”
Standing Bear flew to Washington to meet with the staffs
of Inhofe and Lankford on July
20-21. Standing Bear was already scheduled to attend the
National Indian Gaming Association’s summer legislative
summit that week.
He met with Lankford’s staff
first and said the meeting was
very productive and the staff
was forthcoming with information.
“I immediately stated I was
concerned about the Osage
government having been left
out of the many discussions
concerning the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Osage Minerals
Council and the producers,”
he said. “I also told them I was
concerned about what [Mullen] had learned about some
factions of the producers wanting the Oklahoma Corporation
Commission taking over the
Bureau of Indian Affairs functions concerning our minerals
estate.”
Standing Bear said Derek Osbourne, who works for
Lankford, said he knew of no
legislation in Lankford’s office
pertaining to the Osage Minerals Estate. Standing Bear also
spoke with Inhofe’s staff and
they assured him no legislative action would take place –
at this time.
“Course, like all politicians
they keep their options open.
But they also deferred to the
[minerals council’s] federal
lawsuit, and it’s practice not to
interfere with what’s going on
in federal court by doing legislation,” Standing Bear said.
“As long as the federal lawsuit
is ongoing, they’re not going to
try to take any actions.”
The Northern District Court
of Oklahoma will hear the
minerals council’s lawsuit at
9:30 a.m. on Aug. 10 in Tulsa.
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in Youth Walk/Trot Western
Pleasure Solid horse.
“I love horse showing because it gives me a goal to work
toward with my horses. It gives
an opportunity for my husband
and I to share together our love
and passion for horses,” Anderson said. “Pinto shows give
me an opportunity to share my
love and knowledge of horses
with my nephews.”
What was once a hobby, Anderson has turned horse showing into a chance to teach and
mentor her nephew and they
have been working together
for the past two years. Raising
and taking care of horses has
been a great way to spend time
together and share in the love
of horses, she said.
According to its website,
the Pinto World Championship Horse Show is one of the
largest gatherings of Pinto
horses, ponies and miniatures
in the United States. The participants show a wide range of
disciplines to demonstrate in
front of judges, which include:
Western, English, driving,
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pleasure, halter, roping, speed
events and trial.
Anderson has been riding
and showing horses for about
10 years, she said. Her and her
husband currently own eight
horses, mostly broodmares
and one baby horse.
The horses they showed are
named “A Nite to Remember,”
whose barn name is “Pickles,”
and “Zip for Scotch,” who is
also known as “Scotch.” Scotch
is a 10-year-old mare and
Pickles is a 4-year-old gelding. Pickles has won four Pinto
World Championships and one
Reserve Pinto World Championship.
She competed in Amateur
Solid Horse Classes during the
show, English Showmanship,
Trail, Western Showmanship,
Western Horsemanship and
Western pleasure, Western
Ideal Pinto and Western Discipline Rail. Showmanship and
Horsemanship are pattern
classes that are judged on the
rider and handler’s ability to
successfully perform the pattern in partnership with the
horse, while exhibiting the
horse’s ability to perform.
Kristopher showed Pickles
in his categories.

Courtesy Photo/Pinto World Championship Horse Show

Kristopher Revard shows his aunt’s horse “Pickles” in the 2015 Pinto World Championship Horse Show at Tulsa’s
Expo Square.

“It felt really good! I like
that I won a first place ribbon,
belt buckle and a third place
ribbon because now I am a
World Champion. Pickles did
great,” Kristopher said.
Anderson competes year
round with her horses Pickles and Scotch, going to horse
shows around Oklahoma,
Missouri, Texas and Tennessee. She has won ribbons, belt
buckles, trophies, and chairs,
as well as other high awards.
“In the past 10 years I’ve
probably won over 25 belt
buckles, several trophies and
eight world Championship titles,” she said.
She attended Oklahoma

State University and upon
graduating she began working
for the Bureau of Land Management’s wild horse and burro program. During this time
is when she met her husband
Glade, who also worked for
the Wild Horse and Burro Program. Anderson also served on
the First Osage Nation Congress and is the Nation’s first
female Speaker of the Congress.
She said horses have always
been something that she and
her husband enjoy together.
They love to spend time together, riding and showing
their horses.
“I love the journey that it

takes to get a horse ready for
competition, I love the time
spent at the barn, the life lessons learned along the way
and the friendships that I
make during the journey,” Anderson said.
Anderson is the daughter of
Maynard and Carole Revard
and the paternal grand daughter of the late Maynard and
Mary Rose Revard and maternal granddaughter of the late
Ida Mae Penn.
Revard is the son of Hermes
and Kim (Revard) Sanchez and
grandson to Maynard and Carole Revard and nephew to Faren Anderson and Cody Revard.

ON Congress holds seventh special session
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Courtesy Photo/Pinto World Championship Horse Show

Faren Anderson won World Champion honors at this year’s Pinto World
Championship Horse Show.
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to the people, Standing Bear
said. The Nation can also revert back to full IHS control in
the future, if it chooses.
In 1992 approximately 14
tribes participated in self-governance of their IHS clinics. In
2015 approximately 350 tribes
participated, which is 62 percent of tribes in the United
States.
Melanie Fourkiller, a Cherokee health consultant with
Advocates for Native Issues,
has been helping the ONHAB
with the transition. She said
it’s still too early to name what
services will be added but the
ONHAB will be making those
decisions based off of the community meetings held earlier
this year.
She said IHS will still administer the Environmental
Health Services Program, including water and sanitation,
as well as Purchased and Referred Care, formerly known
as Contract Health Services,
and IHS will administer the
Pawnee Benefit Package Program.

IHS by the numbers
In 2014, outpatient visits
for Pawhuska Clinic numbered 28,814 and Primary
Care visits were 9,750. The
Pawnee Service Unit, including Pawhuska and all other fa-

cilities, had a total active user/
patient population of 16,656
in 2013. Osage active patients
numbered 2,450 in the 2013
IHS User Population Report,
and comprise the largest resident Tribe within the IHS
Pawnee Service Unit, she said.
The 2015 fiscal year budget reported by IHS was approximately $3.2 million, this
includes only the federal IHS
appropriation and does not
include third party resources
such as Medicare and Medicaid, she said.
The 2016 fiscal year budget
for the Pawhuska clinic, according to the Chief’s Office is:
• Federal Funding:
$4,468,876
• Contract support with
program revenue:
$1,723,579
• Other Revenue, equipment: $153,272
• Tribal Money: $0
• Total Pawhuska Clinic
Budget: $6,345,727

A long road
It has been a long road for
the many Osages involved in
making the IHS compact a reality. What started in the Jim
Gray administration as the
Health and Wellness Advisory
Board, stalled in the John Red
Eagle administration, but has
been carried out in the Standing Bear administration.
Many of the players have
come and gone, but those con-

After considering several
legislative bills and resolutions, the Fourth Osage Nation Congress adjourned its
seventh special session on July
17 after five days.
Those bills and resolutions
passed by Congressional votes
include:
ONCA 15-47 (sponsored by
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards) – A bill to amend the
law establishing the Nation’s
commercial property fund,
which collects lease revenues
from Nation-owned commersistent from the beginning
have been Dr. Ron Shaw,
Tim Tall Chief and Cecelia
Tallchief. The current Health
Authority Board consists of
Margie Burkhart, Michael
Moore, Nancy Keil, Patrick
Tinker and Tallchief.
Principal Chief Geoffrey
Standing Bear said compacting the Pawhuska IHS clinic
was something he and Assistant Principal Chief Raymond
Red Corn set out to do from day
one. With the help of Osage
Congressmen Shaw and Norris, the agreement was signed
into law on July 16.
Standing Bear said the Nation will provide Human Resources support, Information
Technology support, payroll
support and whatever logistics
needed for the new transition.
In the meantime the Health
Authority Board is busy planning which new services will
be implemented on Oct. 1. A
ribbon cutting is planned, as
well as a new name for the facility, but that date will be announced at a later time.
On the day the legislation
was passed by the Fourth
Osage Nation Congress to
enter into the compact, Congressman Ron Shaw said this:
“It is no longer what IHS
says goes. What they decide
we have to live with. We are
the decision makers now. After
today, it will be the Osage Nation’s decision - we will truly
be in control of our health destiny here on the reservation.”

cial properties including the
Tulsa Airpark.
According to the bill, its purpose is to appropriate $391,160
from the commercial property
fund into the Nation’s general
fund. The bill passed unanimously.
ONCA 15-67 (Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead)
– A supplemental appropriation bill to provide $5,178 to
the Nation’s Division of Cultural Preservation, Arts and
Heritage. According to the
bill, the supplemental appropriation will fund salary/ wage
increases for four Language
Department workers who will
take on extra duties in teaching the forthcoming Osage
language immersion program.
The supplemental appropriation covers the salaries for the
remaining two-plus months in
the 2015 fiscal year. The bill
passed unanimously.
ONCA 15-68 (Congressman RJ Walker) – A FY 2015
supplemental
appropriation
bill to provide $43,000 to the
Division of Governmental
Operations. According to the
Nation’s Tribal Land Development and Land Acquisition
Department, $43,000 is the
amount spent through June
on maintenance and operation
costs for the Oakley property,
which is adjacent to the Nation-owned airpark and Osage
Casino in north Tulsa.
TDLA Director Bruce Cass
told Congress his office is in
the process of repairing a primary water service line to
occupied facilities at the prop-

erty valued at $31,000 and
other expenses cover portable
toilets, utility bills and mowing services.
ONCA 15-69 (Congressman Ron Shaw) – A FY2015
supplemental
appropriation
bill for $49,000 in tribal funding to fund three clinical positions that will be added to
the Pawhuska Indian Health
Service Clinic as part of the
IHS compact agreement also
approved via Congressional
resolution during the special
session.
Health and Wellness Division Leader Manon Tillman
said the funding will cover
three positions – a clinic manager, a compliance credentialing officer and one billing
technician – which are expected to be filled before the 2016
fiscal year starts Oct. 1. “After
this fiscal year, they will be in
a different budget” with their
salaries covered by IHS money when the compact funding
agreement also starts Oct. 1,
Shaw said.
The Congress also passed a
resolution (ONCR 15-18 sponsored by Shaw) approving and
authorizing the execution of
the self-governance compact
between the Nation and IHS
for the compact.
The Congress will next convene for the 2015 Tzi-Zho Session starting Sept. 8 with the
24-day session’s priority on
considering and passing the
nearly 125 department and
program budgets for the Nation’s governmental operations.
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ON Utility Authority Board
to pursue Internet
broadband feasibility study
Benny Polacca
Osage News

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Osage journalist and author, Denny McAuliffe, received the 2015 NAJA-Medill Milestone Achievement Award
at the NAJA Native Media Awards banquet in Crystal City, Va. Standing with him are former students and NAJA
board members, from L to R: Dalton Walker, Loren Ghiglione, Jason Begay, McAuliffe, Mary Hudetz and Shannon Shaw Duty.

Osage author receives
NAJA Medill Milestone
Achievement Award

Benny Polacca
Osage News

WASHINGTON – The Native American Journalists
Association selected former
Osage News Editorial Board
member Denny McAuliffe as
the recipient of the 2015 NAJA-Medill Milestone Achievement Award, which recognizes
important contributions made
by journalists in the past and
encourages newer generations
to achieve their own career excellence.
McAuliffe (Osage) is an
Army veteran, a former University of Montana journalism
professor, co-founder of the former American Indian Journalism Institute and has worked
as an editor at The Washington Post for more than 20 years
in two stints. He served on
the Osage Nation’s inaugural
editorial advisory board and
won the 1995 Oklahoma Book
Award for Non-Fiction for
“The Deaths of Sybil Bolton:
An American History,” about
the “Reign of Terror” murder
spree against the Osages in
the 1920s and incorporating
his own Osage family history.
Former NAJA President
Mary
Hudetz
nominated
McAuliffe for the award, citing examples of McAuliffe’s
impact on Native journalism,
with a focus on the launching
of Native students’ careers.
Throughout the 2000s, the
former AIJI yearly summer
program was based at the University of South Dakota and
trained scores of Native students from across the United
States and Canada in the basics of news writing, reporting,
photography, ethics and multimedia. McAuliffe, along with
other professionals with daily
news industry experience, donated their time and expertise
to teach and mentor the AIJI
students.
“It’s hard to capture the full
scope of his impact during his
decade at UM, where he started Reznet and operated it as a

Prayer

vibrant website filled with student voices … The American
Indian Journalism Institute
launched dozens of careers in
media. Portions of NAJA’s current (Native American Journalism Fellowship program)
are now modeled after AIJI,”
Hudetz said in her nomination
letter.
The NAJA Board of Directors selected McAuliffe as the
winner through a vote after reviewing all nominations.
McAuliffe
accepted
his
award during a July 11 NAJA
Native Media Awards banquet
held during the organization’s
annual National Native Media conference in Crystal City,
Va. – across the Potomac River
from Washington. McAuliffe
expressed his gratitude for
the award and acknowledged
many of the currently-working
journalists in the audience
who were once students of his
at AIJI or the UM campus in
Missoula.
McAuliffe said one of the
first rewards he received after
hearing the news of receiving
the Medill award was receiving
a phone call of congratulations
from the first Native student
he recruited to UM. Using his
trademark storytelling and
teasing wit, McAuliffe recalled
that he drove to the student’s
Spokane, Wash., high school
to meet with her and even offered to help care for her dog
if she moved to Missoula. “I
didn’t think there was anything unusual about my approach – to me, that’s the way
it’s supposed to be,” he said in
his acceptance remarks.
McAuliffe repeated his message in acknowledging another mainstream journalist and
former AIJI student, whose
internship writing faux pas
led McAuliffe to make “the
wisest decision I ever made
on Reznet.” McAuliffe recalled
the student wrote an internship application cover letter to
the program director with the
greeting “Hey Karen, what’s

crackin’?” – he didn’t get the
internship.”
“I said ‘Oops! Better get
the students some guidance
on resumes and cover letters,’
so I asked my longtime friend
and retired Washington Post
recruiter Bill Elsen to join
Reznet and that was the start
of Reznet and AIJI students
racking up internships all over
the country,” McAuliffe said,
adding the student later went
on to a reporting internship for
the New York Times. “A student made the program better
and isn’t that the way it’s supposed to be?”
Osage News Editor Shannon
Shaw Duty who attended the
summer AIJI program while
she was a University of Oklahoma student also received
recognition. “I only have four
words to say about Shannon:
Got your Osage News?” McAuliffe said as he unfolded a green
printed T-shirt the newspaper
previously distributed with the
four-word phrase on the back.
“She took a PR-rag controlled
by our Principal Chief and
turned it into one of the best
tribal papers and websites in
the country, and isn’t that the
way it’s supposed to be?”
Support for the award is
provided through NAJA’s partnership with the Medill School
of Journalism at Northwestern
University. 2015 marks the
second year Medill has sponsored a $5,000 prize for the
winner.
According to a NAJA statement, McAuliffe has been an
editor at The Post for more
than 20 years in two stints:
from 1983 to 1999, mostly as
an editor on the Foreign Desk
(he’s proud to have worked for
the legendary Executive Editor Ben Bradlee), and for the
past five years, mostly as night
editor for the financial news
section, enjoying his bleacherseat view of the dawn of the
Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos era.

Letters to the Editor
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to Wah-kon-tah, then as the sun began its journey from east to
west the prayer was offered and often sent in cedar smoke and
dispersed with an Eagle feather.
On July 28, the The Bigheart Times reported the groundwork
for the 67-wind turbine Mustang Run Wind Project was approved by the Osage County Board of Commissioners.

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the
Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah,
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or
send email to sshaw@
osagetribe.org.

The Osage Nation Utility Authority Board is pursuing a feasibility study on building a broadband Internet network in the
Nation thanks to an approved ON Congressional bill.
During the July 16 special session, the Fourth ON Congress
unanimously passed a $47,900 supplemental appropriation bill
(ONCA 15-65 sponsored by Alice Buffalohead) to fund the feasibility study. The money will go to the Utility Authority Board’s
budget in its professional fees line item.
Board chairman Paul Bemore spoke to the Congressional Appropriations Committee regarding the study. Referring to his
cellphone and other smartphones, Bemore said “they’re computers essentially today and as we know, whenever the system is
down … it questions our ability on a lot of things, not just the
business processes at hand, but also the impact it has on our
community. There’s a lot of moving parts with the broadband
feasibility study, but as an (ON) Utility Authority, it is within
our scope to make sure everyone understands in part what this
feasibility study will do, but also what it sets us up for as a Nation economic development-wise for the future.”
“Presently there are millions of dollars available to rural communities for broadband infrastructure development – we’re talking federal grants,” said Bemore who is the human resources
manager for the Navajo Tribal Utility Authority in Window
Rock, Ariz. The Navajo’s utility authority is a nonprofit enterprise, which applies for and receives federal grants and loans to
extend electrical power to rural communities in the vast rural
Navajo Nation and what money NTUA generates is returned to
maintain, operate, and upgrade utility infrastructure, according
to the authority’s website.
Bemore said the Navajo utility company pursued and secured
over $30 million in federal funding to build a broadband infrastructure for the Nation. He also added the Osage Nation will
benefit from an updated infrastructure in terms of education
(especially those taking online courses), safety (emergency calls)
and health.
“Here in (the Osage Nation), we know there are gaps within
the community… or there is limited connectivity,” Bemore said.
“It’s because of the infrastructure we don’t have that is causing
this … Without doing a feasibility study, we’re not going to be
able to answer these questions whether it be today or tomorrow
– what’s it going to take to bring that system up to a standard
that is acceptable to our people, to the government?”
Buffalohead said she’s experienced computer Internet outage
problems while visiting the Fairfax language building, prompting her decision to sponsor the feasibility study bill. Buffalohead
heard complaints on the connection problems from language employees who said outages and slow connection speeds affect their
jobs and productivity. “We’re putting a lot of money into that
community – we have day care, we have language, we have a
senior center that’s going to be there,” she said, also noting the
Nation’s investment in the grocery store that recently reopened
in the Nation-owned building, which all use internet service for
their operations.
Bemore said – pending the outcome of the study – the Nation
could have more responsibilities and jobs available for Osages if
a utility company is developed.
Congresswoman Shannon Edwards vouched for the Navajo
Nation broadband noting she had cell service during a recent
Arizona backroads trip from the neighboring Hopi reservation
to Canyon de Chelly. Edwards also questioned the appropriation
amount, which Bemore said is an estimate from a company that
helped develop the Navajo’s program.
Bemore said the board would issue a request for proposals
(RFP) to solicit interested parties to apply for the feasibility study
opportunity to comply with the Osage preference in contracting
law. The study will give potential ideas of what the Nation could
achieve in building an infrastructure, as well as provide a financial analysis of income the Nation could generate, he said.
The ON Utility Authority Board is a five-member body with
two vacancies. Other members serving with Bemore are Gary
Burd and Mike Wellner.

ON Employee Fitness Challenge
participants recognized
Osage News
The Osage Nation Public
Health, Diabetes and CHR programs hosted a July 15 awards
luncheon for ON employees
who participated in the 2015
ON Employee Fitness Challenge. Participants earned
points through workouts at the
Fitness Centers and attending
special health/ exercise events.
Challenge organizers recognized those participants who
earned the highest participation
points and lost weight, lowered
SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News
cholesterol rates and lowered
their BMI through the challenge Osage Nation Employee Fitness
activities. Prizes were handed Challenge winner, Cherise Lookout including printed challenge out.
T-shirts, backpacks and Fitbit
watches. The top three point finishers in this year’s event were
Cherise Lookout, Julia Roe and Kimberly Bunde.
Honorable mentions include: Kimberly Bunde, lost the most
inches; Kenneth Gilmore, lost the most pounds; and Robert
Wells, earned the most workout points.
Lookout is this year’s top overall finisher earning the most
points. Lookout said she entered the contest to beat her brother
Timothy Lookout and to get in shape for her upcoming wedding.
According to 2015 fitness challenge results data collected: The
total number of BMI points lowered is 47.3; Total number of cholesterol points lowered is 584; Total number of pounds lost is
321; and total number of inches lost is 253.
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Literacy event for
children well attended
Tara Madden
Osage News

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Mad Science staff transforms laboratory and science into fun, interactive learning experiences for students at the Wah-Zha-Zhi
Youth Academy Pawhuska site July 6-8.

Osage youth participate
in Science camps

The Osage Nation Child
Care hosted a Learn to Love
Literacy book reading at the
Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Academy
in Pawhuska and about 20
children attended.
“I thought it was great, we
had lots of participants and
with the food and the special
guest, from what I can tell, everyone had a great evening,”
said Debra Atterberry, Prin-

cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing
Bear’s senior advisor, who also
oversees the Nation’s education initiatives.
The book featured was
“Going On A Bear Hunt,” by
Michael Rosen and Helen Oxenbury.
The book was about a family
going outside on a pretend bear
hunt and then later finding a
real bear and running home to
hide. Kendra Jones, resource
specialist for the child care de-

partment, read the book to the
kids.
“[The book] was good, all
of it was good I can’t choose a
favorite part,” said Shae Bellamy age 9.
“I liked it, I liked all of it,”
said Henry Pratt age 8.
The evening started with a
light meal of a sandwich and
pickles and macaroni and
cheese with dessert, catered
by Ah-Tha-Tse Catering. The
See Literacy
—Continued on Page 13

Tara Madden
Osage News
The Osage Nation Foundation sponsored science summer camps for Osage youth who attend the Wah-Zha-Zhi
Youth Academy in Pawhuska and in Fairfax.
“We learned about inventors and catapults, and rockets, it was very fun,” said James Mills, who attended the
Pawhuska STEM camp July 6-8.
The Mad Science Staff from Oklahoma City taught the
camps that focused on Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math, or STEM. The scientists performed science experiments and activities with the campers and many of the
students got to take home their science experiments.
According to the Mad Science website, they are a franchise established in 1985 and have locations around the
world and bring science and education to millions of children a year. They offer class workshops, camps, and they
are also available for birthday parties. They encourage exploration and physical activities and hands-on activities to
make science fun to learn.
Their goal is to teach science and let children get interested in science so they may want to pursue STEM careers.
“We made some goo and learned about birds and about
gravity it was really fun,” said camper Cambree Ratliff.
They learned about gravity, domino effect, cause and effect and catapults. One exercise had the children building
walls while another group was building catapults, trying
to knock the wall down. Another exercise showed the kids
how to make kaleidoscopes out of household items. They
also had a dinosaur dig and learned about rockets.
To learn more about Mad Science visit www.okc.madcience.org or call (405) 285-9643.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Osage Nation Child Care Resource Specialist, Kendra Jones, reads “Going on a Bear Hunt,” to children on July 28
at the Learn to Love Literacy event hosted at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Academy.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News
TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Mad Science staff transforms laboratory and science into fun, interactive learning experiences for students at the Wah-Zha-Zhi
Youth Academy Pawhuska site July 6-8.

Litigation

Participants of the Learn to Love Literacy event on July 28 pose for a photo with a special guest at the Wah-ZhaZhi Youth Academy.

–from Page 2

has $140,000 in a bank account, which could be transferred back
to the Nation.
As part of the ongoing investigation, several demand letters
seeking information have been sent to other companies and associates regarding its business activities with the LLC while
Leese was CEO, Proctor said.
Wells said she will be monitoring the progress of the investigation and said she would return to speak with the Congress
on its progress and money-related matters for the investigation
efforts.
For more information on the special session, filed legislation
and Congressional committee meetings, visit the Legislative
Branch website at: www.osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-are/congress-legislative-branch.

Academy

Courtesy Photo/Kristen Pratt

–from Page 4

erence will be applied. Operating hours during the school year
will be 9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
The schedule for WYA school year:
Fairfax:
• July 31 – last day summer program
• Aug. 5 – first day of new school year
Hominy:
• Aug. 14 – last day of summer program
• Aug. 20 – first day of new school year
Pawhuska:
• Aug. 14 – last day of summer program
• Aug. 20 – first day of new school year
For more information call (918) 287-5300.

From L to R: Editor Shannon Shaw Duty, Editorial Board member Lu King, Senior Reporter Benny Polacca, Features Reporter Tara Madden, Editorial Board Chair Jerri Jean Branstetter and Photographer Chalene Toehay.

Osage News receives 17 NAJA awards
Osage News
The Native American Journalists Association awarded
the Osage News with 17 media
awards for their 2014 coverage
of the Osage Nation. The Osage
News participates in the Professional Division II – Online
Monthly/Semimonthly Online
division with a circulation of
4,000-8,000, respectively.

The Osage News staff traveled to Washington, D.C.,
July 9-12 to attend the annual
NAJA conference.
The Osage News staff won
for the following:
Online – Best News Story
• First Place: Benny Polacca,
“Rod Hartness testifies

he wanted contract withheld from public”
• Second Place: Benny
Polacca, “Chief Bighorse
vetoes banishment bill
targeting drug dealers”
Print – Best
Environmental Story
See awards
—Continued on Page 13
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• First Place: Shannon Shaw
Duty, “Osage lead fight
against oil and gas drilling”
• Second Place: Shannon
Shaw Duty, “Land given
24 years ago may reap
agricultural benefits”
Print – Best Sports Photo
• Second Place: Chalene
Toehay, “NB3 Soccer Camp”
Print – Best Feature Photo
• First Place: Chalene
Toehay, “My health issues
won’t stop me”
Print – Best Feature Story
• First Place: Shannon Shaw
Duty, “Schimmel Sisters
amaze and inspire at oneday basketball camp”
• Third Place: Shannon
Shaw Duty, “Former
Osage Congressman Mark
Freeman gives 9,000
acres to Osage Nation”
Print – Best News Photo
• First Place: Chalene
Toehay, “Osage voters
learn of results”
• Second Place: Shannon
Shaw Duty, “John D.
Red Eagle is removed
as Principal Chief”
• Third Place: Chalene Toehay, “A congressional kiss”
Print – Best News Story
• First Place: Benny Polacca,
“Principal Chief John D.
Red Eagle Removed
from Office”
• Second Place: Shannon
Shaw Duty, “As wind
turbines go up, Nation
vows to keep fighting”
• Third Place: Benny Polacca,
“Day Two: Chief Red Eagle
nearly exits witness
stand during heated
cross-examination”
Print – Best Layout
• Third Place: Osage News
Print – General Excellence
Second Place: Osage News
Print – Excellence in Beat
Reporting: Government
• Benny Polacca: Osage
Nation removes
John D. Red Eagle
as Principal Chief

Literacy

–from Page 7

children

drank

from

juice

boxes and snacked while enjoying the story. The first ten
children received a Berenstein
Bear gift box.
After the book reading the
children were allowed to watch
the animated version and a
special appearance was made
by a brown bear. The bear
came to greet the children and
take photos with them. The
evening concluded with the
girls getting a Disney Fairies
book and the boys receiving
a Disney Cars book to take
home.
Learn to Love Literacy will
have more events in Pawhuska, Barnsdall, Fairfax and
Hominy to reach out to kids.
The next event is scheduled
to be in Fairfax at the end of
August. The exact date will be
announced closer to the event.

Osage News 2013 File Photo

Osage Casinos will be ending its marquee partnership with the Tulsa Shock at the end of their season.

Osage Casinos ending marquee
partnership with Tulsa Shock
Benny Polacca
Osage News
TULSA, Okla. – The Osage
Casino sponsorship agreement
with the WNBA Tulsa Shock
will end after this season as
the team plans a move to Dallas-Fort Worth – a decision announced by its majority owner
on July 20.
In 2013, the Osage Nation’s
seven-casino gaming enterprise entered into a multi-year
marquee partnership with the
Shock that was due for extension consideration this year.
Osage Casino management
was in negotiation talks with
the Shock to extend the sponsorship after hearing a presentation from Shock President
Steve Swetoha at the May
Gaming Enterprise Board
meeting.
The Tulsa Shock is owned
by a group of about 12 people,
including majority owner Bill
Cameron who filed a change
of venue request with WNBA
league officials for the Shock
to relocate to the Dallas-Fort
Worth market. Cameron sent
an email to minority owners
citing money losses while the
Shock were in Tulsa and better business prospects in the
DFW metroplex. The Shock
moved to Tulsa from Detroit in
2010.
“This was a difficult decision driven by the economic
realities of the past six years,”
Cameron told the minority
owners in an email announcing his decision. “Though
losses have narrowed thanks
to the Osage Casino sponsorship and increased revenues
from the league, as you know
we have experienced consecutive years of operating losses.
As a result, I have willingly
paid $6.2 million to ensure we
covered the losses and kept the
team and organization viable.”
On July 23, the WNBA
league announced its approval
of Cameron’s request for the
Shock relocation. Starting with
the 2016 season, the Shock
will play its home games at the
University of Texas–Arlington
campus. The proposed move
is also subject to approval by
the Texas university system’s
Board of Regents, according to
the WNBA statement.
Osage Casino CEO Byron
Bighorse said he was notified
earlier in the day July 20 of the
relocation announcement and
was told the casino sponsorship will remain valid for the
remainder of the season and

the remaining game schedule
will continue as is.
“Since we were in negotiations to extend the sponsorship, we will not be obligated
to the Shock after this season,”
Bighorse said. “We are sad to
see the Shock leave Tulsa but
we also understand that business is business and tough decisions have to be made. We
are not currently seeking alternatives at this time and we
will look at other opportunities
in the surrounding communities in the future.”
The Shock and Osage Casino announced its marquee
sponsorship agreement on Jan.
31, 2013 at a news conference
held at the BOK Center with

officials from the Shock, Osage
Nation government and Gaming Enterprise in attendance.
As part of the sponsorship
agreement, the casino enjoyed
an increase in publicity and
signage exposure, which included the casino name emblazoned on the front of the Shock
player uniforms.
In addition to signage visibility, the sponsorship agreement also included traffic
driving promotions, game
broadcasting and events and
community programs. As part
of the community programs
portion, Swetoha said in 2013.
In May, Swetoha said a renewed sponsorship agreement
would’ve included an increase

in cable TV-televised games in
the upcoming season.
According to the AP, the
Shock went 6-28 in their first
year in Tulsa. In the second
year, the team went 3-31. The
Shock went 9-25 in 2012, 11-23
in 2013 and 12-22 in 2014. According to the Sports Business
Journal, attendance has been
last in the league the past four
years, though the numbers
have improved this season.
The Shock has drawn an average crowd of 5,444 thus far
this season, according to the
Tulsa World. The final Shock
game will be in the BOK Center on Sunday Sept. 13 against
the Phoenix Mercury.

Kah-Wah-C Country Club hosts
annual All Indian Golf Championships
Osage News
Osage and Native American
golfers came out to play in the
annual All Indian Golf Championships, hosted every year at
the Kah-Wah-C Country Club
golf course located northeast of
Fairfax.
“The course was in great
condition,” said George Pease,
one of the organizers of the
tournament.
“Competitors
faced blazing sun, temperatures in the high 90’s and 75
percent humidity, but all survived.”
The competition, which has
contests in Open Flight, Long
Drive and Closest to the Pin
competitions, are all named
after Osage golfers who were
local legends. Among them
are Joe Benny Mason, Charlie Tallchief, Snap Daniels,
Wilson Kirk, Margret Mason,
Juanita Tallchief, and Bates
Shaw.
Pease said the tournament
organizers wanted to thank
the tournament sponsors as
well as
Darrin McKinney, Johnny
Shipman, Teddi Mckinney,
Shafe Mashburn, Jackie Pease,
Jake Brown, Clyde Moore and
Bill Jump for the course conditions and tournament support.
He also wanted to thank the
Jerry Shaw family for gifts in
recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the tournament,
that Jerry Shaw himself won
the first tournament.

Courtesy Photo/George Pease

Winners of the 2015 All-Indian Golf Championship, from L to R: Wayne
Ray Mitchell, Kimberley McKinney, Shafe Mashburn, J.K. Hadlock and J.D.
Goad.

Joe Benny Mason Open
Flight			
1st Hayden Hadlock
2nd George W. Pease, III
3rd Kenny Bob Big Horse
4th John Star Big Horse, Sr.
Charlie Tallchief
“C” Flight
1st J.D. Goad
2nd James Mashburn
3rd Mark Bowman
Snap Daniels “A” Flight
1st J.K. Hadlock
2nd Hayden Hadlock
3rd Ben Chavez
4th Jared Hazen
Seniors Flight
1st Doyle Heath

2nd Jerry Shaw
Wilson Kirk “D” Flight
1st Wayne Ray Mitchell
2nd Mike Shaw
George W. Pease,
Jr. “B” Flight
1st Shafe Mashburn
2nd Greg Daley
3rd Taylor Moore
			
Margret Mason-Juanita
Tallchief Ladies Flight
1st
Kimberly
“Speedy”
McKinney
2nd Taylor Kennedy
3rd Teddi McKinney
See Golf
—Continued on Page 13
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harles Lookout
is 92 years old.
He was born to
Charles Lookout Sr. and
Sadie
Miller
Lookout in Pawhuska on Dec.
29, 1922. His grandparents
were Fred and Julia Lookout.
He attended elementary
school in the Pawhuska Indian
Camp and attended Pawhuska
High School briefly until he
went to Chilocco Indian School
to finish. He volunteered in
the U.S. Navy at the age of
19 and fought in World War
II. After the war he attended
Oklahoma State University on
the GI Bill and went on to get
his Masters degree in Library
Science at the University of
Oklahoma. He retired from
the Tulsa City Public Library
where he worked for 20 years.
He also worked as a painter.
Osage News: What are
some of the most important
lessons you have learned in
your life?
Charles Lookout: Dependability, honesty.
ON: What are the principles
you live by?
CL:
Loyalty,
integrity,
truthfulness, that’s about it.
ON: What district are you
from?
CL: Pawhuska
ON: What is your Osage
name?
CL: Tsi-To-Pah, meaning
four lodges.
ON: Do you remember what
it was like for the first time at
the dances?
CL: I was very small, about
four or five.
ON: What is your favorite
Osage Food?
CL: Meat pies, frybread and
meat gravy
ON: What do you miss from
your youth and why?
CL: No, I guess I don’t miss
anything.
ON: When and where were
you the happiest?
CL: Well, I guess Dec. 21,
1945. I am here, I mean we lost
135 U.S. Marines and sailors. I
am just glad I am here, everything else that has happened,
good and bad, it wouldn’t have
happened if I had been killed.
ON: What are you most
proud of?
CL: I made it when I got my
Honorable Discharge from the
U.S. Navy in Norman. When
I received my discharge I just
thought to myself I made it
through. I was 23 years old, I
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went in at 19, I volunteered, I
didn’t want to go in the army,
I didn’t want to march around,
I wanted to be in the Navy.
When I was a kid I saw the
Navy ads, Follow the Fleet,
Saturday Wear. I remember those times, those sailors
seemed to have a good time
and that was what I wanted.
ON: What is your earliest
memory?
CL: I was about three or
four and at the farmhouse in
Pawhuska. My cousin was
headed toward the cedar chest;
I don’t remember why he was
going to the cedar chest.
ON: Who or what did you
love the most?
CL: I guess my parents.
ON: What do you remember
from serving in World War II?
CL: I was on the U.S.S.
Saratoga CV-3, the largest
aircraft carrier at that time in
the world, the largest carrier.
We sailed on it with Ceylon
British fleet. We went to Australia, Freemantle, Sidney,
Trincomalee Ceylon and Colombo Ceylon, that was our
base. We raided Sumatra and
Java and then came back to
the United States. After we got
repaired and got an overhaul,
and got the Air Force trained
and everything like that, we
went and raided on Tokyo
and dropped back down to Iwo
Jima, that was 1945.
Another memory is Tokyo
Rose. They said Saratoga, we
know your coming and we are
going to sink you. Cloud cover
saved us, they were buzzing around like bees but they
couldn’t find us so we got out
of that one.
I had a good time in the
Navy but not all of it was good.
I have made mistakes I would
like to rectify but I can’t, but I
can live and I am retired and
I try to stay out of trouble and
be a good guy and take care of
my odds and ends.
ON: What was your rank?
CL: Machinist Mate 3rd
Class
ON: How would you like
people to remember you?
CL: Well, I served my country, my state and my county
and my Osages.
ON: What advice would you
like to give to Osage youth?
CL: Don’t be hooch men,
stay smoke free.
ON: Is there anything you
would like to add?
CL: I have had success in
education and everything
stems back to 1945.

Tara Madden / Osage News
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Charles Lookout

Courtesy Photo

Charles Lookout in his U.S. Navy uniform, 1945.

Courtesy Photo

Charles Lookout stands with fellow veteran, Maurice Hamilton.
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Osage girl diagnosed
with Leukemia,
friends of family
asking for support
Osage News
Family and friends of John and Lauren Leland are coming to their aid after their 9-year-old niece, Lily Lookout,
was diagnosed with Leukemia.
“I’ve never been one to ask for help,
I’ve had to work for everything I have,”
said her uncle John, who with his wife
Lauren, is raising Lily as their own.
The couple has four other children.
“People have been giving us things
… a woman brought food over to the
house, made us dinner, I’m just taken
aback.”
Lily was diagnosed with Leukemia
on July 22 and in one week’s time, the
once rambunctious athlete who could
run forever, is now having trouble
walking and having to be carried from
room to room.
According to the American Cancer
Society, Leukemia is the most common
cancer in children and teens, accounting for almost 1 out of 3 cancers. Leukemia is a cancer that starts in early
blood-forming cells found in the bone
marrow, the soft inner part of certain
bones. Most often, leukemia is a cancer
of the white blood cells, but some leukemias start in other blood cell types.

Lily Lookout

She is very active at school and in
sports and has many friends.
Friends of the family are hosting
an Indian Taco Fundraiser for her on
Aug. 14. From 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. There
will also be a 50/50, Silent Auction
and raffles at the event. All are encouraged to attend.
Money can be donated to the Citi-

Lily, who will be attending the 4th

zens Bank under Lily Lookout. To pre-

grade at Pawhuska Elementary School

order for the taco sale, you can contact

in the fall, is an Osage tribal member

Trudy at (918) 214-5523 or Ronnette

and participates in the In-Lon-Schka.

at (918) 287-5125.

Courtesy Photo

Lily Lookout’s health has taken a sharp decline since her diagnosis.
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Elder Series:

Charles Lookout
from page 9

Courtesy Photo

Portrait of Charles Lookout in his V.F.W. uniform.

Courtesy Photo

Charles Lookout stands with his younger brother, Herman
“Mogri” Lookout, at the In-Lon-Schka dances.
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PENNY ADAIR

OSAGE Nation
Fo u n d a t i o n

Digital Photography Camp
PAWHUSKA – For the past four years, the Osage Nation Foundation has sponsored summer
camps in sports, science, and artistic areas. This year, the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center was the
site of the week-long digital photography camp for children ranging in ages from 8 to 15-yearsold. Instructor Sherry Stinson provided a small sampling of the kids’ photography skills, which is
nothing short of amazing!

RAEN HOLDING

MIKAYLA MILLER

KATIE ADAIR

DAN MADDEN

JEWEL SANTINI

JJ BRACE

ALEXIS MADDEN

Osage News • osagenews.org

August 2015 13

MIKAYLA MILLER

ANYA BREZINSKI

HALEY CROSS

DEMEKECH BERNSTEIN

JARED THORNE
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Osages
Around
the
World!
Osage tribal member Don Rogers holds
up his copy of the
Osage News while
on a five-week trip to
France, Italy, Austria
and Germany during
a vacation with his
wife in May and June.

Golf

–from Page 8

4th Dawna Bowman
Bates Shaw Long Drive Champs
Open- George W. Pease, III
A-Hayden Hadlock
D-Wayne Ray Mitchell
Seniors-Jerry Shaw;
Ladies- Taylor Kennedy
						
The “Shafes” Closest to the Pin Champs
Open-Hayden Hadlock
A-J.K. Hadlock
D-Mike Shaw
Seniors- Doyle Heath
Ladies-Kimberly McKinney

August 18th is the
deadline for all submissions for
the September issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056
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Osage Culture

Osage have
endured much,
will keep
enduring
Charles Red Corn
Osage News
The Osage have endured
much, and will keep on enduring
I enjoy writing about
Osages, particularly those
Old Osages of the distant
past. Osages of any period
in time, really. The ancient
Osages lived with nature,
learning from nature, and
they lived that way for several centuries and came
out of it with a well-organized view of the world. It
is a view of the world that
provides some successful
strategies for living on this
earth.
They had the Clans that
organized and explained
the relationship between
humans and the world
around us.
Of course, there are
many groups of people who
have successfully learned
how to endure and to live
on this Earth, but I am not
part of those other groups.
It seems Osage People
are pretty well pleased to
be where we are at this
point in our history. Simply
enduring as a People was
quite an accomplishment,
and the People went beyond simply enduring as a
People.
The Osage Mineral Estate is one good way of measuring how successful a
group of Osage people have
been. Someone will always
point out that the Mineral
Estate is not perfect because it does not benefit
all Osages. However, when
you know the whole story,
and you look at how that
story could have turned
out, it is a little easier to accept the idea that over the
long haul, the Osages have
come out very well with the
Mineral Estate.
The Mineral Estate remains a challenge that the
Osage People will face and
will handle. The history of
the Osage Mineral Estate
is on our side.
We just finished a period
of traditional, meaningful dances that in recent
history takes place during
the month of June. When
I was a child I remember
several Older Osage People
question whether or not we
would have tribal dances.

Courtesy Photo

Osage Heritage Sites Visit Group at the top of Emerald Mound, Lebanon, IL. Pascha Enzi, Ruby Murray, John Fox,
Anna Price, Ed Smith, Fawn Cheshewalla, Mary Barrett, Vanessa Moore, Dr. Andrea Hunter, Solomon Jacbos,
Katherine Jacobs, Kilan Jacobs, Dana Bear, Sarah O’Donnell, Anne Magee, and Jim Ryan.

2015 Osage Heritage Sites Visit
Explores Prehistoric Osage Sites
ON Historic Preservation Office
Charles Red Corn

They were talking about InLon-Schka.
It is true that we are fortunate to have In-Lon-Schka. There have been many
people who are dedicated to
keeping it as an active part
of the Osage life.
Also, as a child I remember a few adults saying to
us, “You children, enjoy this
dance while you can, because
this dance may not be here
when you are grown.” I am
sure those were just words
of caution. I believe they
had just endured a historic
period when much of what
was known and admired as
being Indian seemed to be
disappearing, and that was
during their lifetimes.
I cannot think of Osage
People of today’s world without In-Lon-Schka. It seems
to bring the People from the
past and present together in
a way that is most meaningful.
One of my earliest memories I have that relates to the
Osage People is hearing the
adults say that we are the
only tribe that is organized
in the way Osages are organized. Osages of the past
and present have been able
to deal with new and complex ideas of government,
economic, and cultural affairs. There is no good reason we will not continue.
–––––––––
About
the
author:
Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, is
the author of “A Pipe for February” and various other published works. Red Corn received
his B.A. in Psychology and his
Masters of Education Administration from Penn State. He
is a veteran of the U.S. Army
and resides with his wife Jeri in
Norman, Okla. He is the Osage
News culture columnist.

Osage Nation members,
hosted by the Osage Nation
Historic Preservation Office,
traveled to St. Louis, Mo.,
to participate in the Annual
Osage Heritage Site Visit.
The visit, which provides for
Osage members’ travel, lodging, and food expenses, is an
annual program that allows
Osages to learn and experience Osage significant sites
throughout Osage ancestral
lands. The visit also provides
an opportunity for Osages to
hear firsthand from expert
scholars through tours and
information presented at each
heritage site. This year’s visit
focused on prehistoric sites in
Missouri and Illinois, areas
that many Osages do not often
get a chance to explore.
The St. Louis Heritage Site
Visit began with a visit to the
Pfeffer Site and the Emerald
Mounds Site in Lebanon, Ill.
The Pfeffer Site was once home
to many small mounds, but is
now occupied by a suburb. Archaeologists Dr. Pauketat of
the University of Illinois and
Dr. Susan Alt of the University
of Indiana lead a walking tour
of the neighborhood to point
out the remaining mound and
traces of others left in the front
yards of many homes. After a
short bus ride, Dr. Pauketat
and Dr. Alt presented a history
of the Emerald Mound Site, as
well as their current theories
on the mound’s original function. The site was undergoing
archaeological investigations
on ceremonial areas surrounding the large mound,
and Osage members had the
opportunity to speak with all
members of the excavation
crew and to walk to the top of
Emerald Mound.
On the second day of the
Heritage Sites Visit, the group
explored a rock art site within
Washington State Park, south
of St. Louis. Dr. Carol Diaz

Granados and Jim Duncan,
the foremost scholars on Missouri rock art, lead a tour of
the petroglyph site. Following
the somewhat rainy outdoor
tour, the group enjoyed an indoor presentation by Dr. Diaz
Granados and Mr. Duncan
that emphasized the connections between Osage iconography and the rock art of the
region.
The final day of tours began
with a visit to Cahokia Mounds
State Park. The group arrived
as the doors to the Interpretive
Center opened and spent time
exploring the museum on their
own after a short presentation
by Dr. Bill Iseminger, Assistant Site Manager. The group
then followed Dr. Iseminger
up the 100-foot climb to the top
of Monks Mound, the largest
earthen mound in the Americas. Along with information
provided by Dr. Iseminger, the
group also took in breathtaking views of Cahokia and the
skyline of St. Louis across the
Mississippi River. The group
then visited Woodhenge, a circular calendar, which is over
400 foot in diameter with posts
over 20 foot high.
Later, the group traveled
back over the river to explore
the remains of the St. Louis
Mound group. The St. Louis
Mound Group once mirrored
the giant complex of Cahokia,
but was destroyed in the late
1800s during the construction
of the city of St. Louis. The
first stop was a trip to Sugarloaf Mound, the last standing
mound of the St. Louis Mound
Group and property of the
Osage Nation. In an effort to
preserve Sugarloaf Mound the
property was purchased by the
Osage Nation in 2009 and will
be the future home of an interpretive center.
The day ended with a stop at
the site of Big Mound, the largest of the mounds that once
comprised the St. Louis Mound
Group that stood over 30 feet

high. At present, the site of the
mound is now memorialized by
a boulder and small park area.
This small memorial site was
created after vigorous objection by the Osage Nation to the
construction of the new interstate bridge on top of the site
of Big Mound. Unfortunately,
the Heritage Sites group found
the park was not well maintained, with graffiti and trash
marring the memorial. While
this last site visit was a slightly frustrating end to the trip,
the Heritage Sites Visit was
an overall success that allowed
Osages a chance to experience
prehistoric Osage sites and
learn about the connections to
ancestral lands.
The Osage Nation Historic
Preservation Office would like
to offer our sincere thanks to
the many people who assisted
with this highly successful
event:
Dr. Tim Pauketat and Dr.
Susan Alt, along with the field
school students of the Emerald
Mound Site, for their wonderful hospitality; Dr. Carol DiazGranados and Jim Duncan
for their willingness to share
their excellent work; Dr. Bill
Iseminger, and his fellow staff
members at Cahokia Mounds
State Historic Site, for their
hospitality and assistance in
the description and interpretation of the site; St. Louis preservation proponent and friend
Tim Ogle; The staff at our hotel and the many fine restaurants that served us, which
contributed to making the trip
a success; and many thanks
go out to our bus driver Ken,
whose presence ensured our
safe travels.
We look forward to continuing the annual Osage Heritage
Sites Visit and hope that those
Osages who are interested will
continue to check our website
for updates on the next visit,
tentatively planned for sites in
Arkansas!

Courtesy Photo

Dr. Susan Alt and field crew members discuss an excavation unit with Osage members, Lebanon, Illinois. Fawn
Cheshewalla, Dr. Susan Alt, Vanessa Moore, field crew, Ruby Murray, Dr. Andrea Hunter, field crew members,
Solomon Jacobs.
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Osage appointed
to Special Trustee
Advisory Board
Osage News

Cole Moody

Congratulations!

Cole Moody graduated from
South Fork High School. California State Senator Mike McGuire commemorated him and
he was selected as the CIF/
Farmers Scholar –Athlete of
the Year. He received a $5,000
scholarship and was honored
in front of the entire California
Legislature on the floor of the
Assembly Chambers in Sacramento on May 28.
Moody has been a threesport varsity athlete leader in
baseball, basketball and football while maintaining a 4.0
overall GPA and ranking No. 1
in his class.
He is the son of Shari Lynn
St. Clair. His grandmother
is Linda Miller, great grandmother is Mary Louise Pappin
(Miller), and great-grandfather is Alexander Bluford Pappin.

Osage attorney and
first female assistant
principal chief for the
Osage Nation, Terry Mason Moore, was recently
appointed to the Special
Trustee Advisory Board.
Special Trustee for
American Indians, Vince
Logan (Osage), selected
Moore along with eight
other individuals from
Indian Country.
Moore said she reTerry Mason Moore
ceived notification in
June she was being vetted by the White House to serve
on the board. She was notified on July 7 she was officially
appointed to the board.
Also selected was Patricia Gerard, Len Greenhalgh, David Kimelberg, Dr. Henrietta Mann, Tyler Pearson, Eldon
Shiffman, Starlyn Tourtillott and Leilani Walkush.
Moore also serves with Mann on the Native American
Cultural and Education Authority, which oversees the
American Indian Cultural Center and Museum in Oklahoma City. She was appointed to the post by then-Oklahoma
Gov. Brad Henry.
Moore is an attorney and tribal judge with nearly 30
years of professional experience in legal, financial and
management issues.

Save the Date!

–Local Events Calendar

AUGUST
August 3 – 6
“Strengthening Native
Girls”
Traditional Osage Cooking
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (August 3 – August 5)
12 p.m. to 7 p.m.
(August 6)
Hominy Community
Building
East of State Hwy 99-S
Hominy, Oklahoma
August 5 – 8
84th Annual American
Indian Exposition
Caddo County
Fairgrounds
Anadarko, Oklahoma
August 7 – 8
30th Annual Bell Powwow
Bell Community
Stilwell, Oklahoma
August 7-9
Kaw Nation Powwow
Kaw Nation
Powwow Grounds
12613 E. Ferguson Avenue
Kaw City, Oklahoma
For more information
contact (417) 364-5782
August 13 – 16
40th Annual Wichita
Tribal Dance
Wichita Tribal Park
Anadarko, Oklahoma
August 14
Osage Book Club
The Osage and the
Invisible World
Book by
Francis LaFlesche
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
First National
Bank Building
For more information
contact (918) 287-5328
August 14
Indian Taco Fundraiser
for Lily Lookout
Wah-Zha-Zhe
Cultural Center
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For more information
contact (918) 214-5523
or (918) 287-5125
August 14 – 16
IICOTT Powwow
of Champions
The Mabee Center
7777 South Lewis

Tulsa, Oklahoma
August 15
Auditions for “Cinderella!
Cinderella!”
Constantine Theater,
Pawhuska, OK
10 a.m.
For more information,
Garrett Hartness
(918) 287-2666
August 15
Haunting History Premier
Constantine Theater,
Pawhuska, OK
7 p.m.
For more information,
Garrett Hartness
(918) 287-2666

SEPTEMBER
September 4
Choctaw Nation Labor
Day Annual Powwow
Tuskahoma, Oklahoma
For more information
contact (580) 924-8280
September 4 – 6
63rd Cherokee
National Holiday
Tahlequah, Oklahoma
September 7
Labor Day – Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
September 25
F. Browning Pipestem
Golf Tournament
OU Golf Course
Norman, OK
September 25 – 27
24th Annual Comanche
Nation Fair
Comanche Nation
Complex
For more information
contact (580) 492-3384
September 26
Northern California
Osage Fall Meeting
Petaluma Community
Center
Petaluma, California
For more information
contact osages@northerncaliforniaosage.org

OCTOBER
October 12

Osage Day –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
October 17
University of Oklahoma
Fall Powwow
Norman, OK

NOVEMBER
November 11
Veterans Day –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed
November 14
Oklahoma State
University Powwow
Payne County
Expo Center
Stillwater, Oklahoma
For more information
contact (405) 744-0401
November 26 – 27
Thanksgiving –
Observed Holiday
Offices Closed

DECEMBER
December 24 - 25 –
Observed Holiday
Christmas Holiday
Offices Closed
Have an event? Send event
information to the Osage News,
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056;
email

sshaw@osagenews.org,

or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make
sure to include event date, location, email and Web address (if

Rennard Strickland

Osage wins Lifetime
Achievement Award
from Oklahoma
Center for the Book
Osage News
Osage and Cherokee author and scholar, Rennard Strickland,
won this year’s Arrell Gibson Lifetime Achievement Award from
the Oklahoma Center for the Book.
The award is given annually and is the center’s highest honor.
It’s given to an author for their body of literary work.
Strickland is currently a Senior Scholar in Residence at the
University of Oklahoma College of Law. Throughout his career
he has served as a law professor, law school dean, author, art collector, legal historian, and an authority on Native American law,
according to his profile on the OU college of law website.
His past honors include SALT Outstanding Teaching and
Contribution to Law Reform Award in 1978, Spirit of Excellence
Award from the American Bar Association Commission on Minorities in the Profession in 1997. He’s edited or written more
than 35 books on Indian law, history and culture, according to
the OCB’s website. He served as editor-in-chief of Felix S. Cohen’s Handbook of Federal Indian Law.
According to the OCB website, Strickland was born in 1940 in
Muskogee. After graduating from Northeastern State College in
Tahlequah, he earned a M.A. from the University of Arkansas,
and a J.D. and a S.J.D. from the University of Virginia. He has
served as dean to more than 20 universities. He has taught at
the University of Tulsa, Oklahoma City University, OU, where
he was founding director of the American Indian Law and Policy
Center in the 1990s.
For more information on Strickland, visit the Oklahoma Center for the Book website at: http://www.odl.state.ok.us/ocb/
pastgib.htm.

Storm shelters
available for Moore
area residents
Osage News
Storm shelters are available for those Osages living in
the Moore, Okla., area through the Osage Nation Emergency Management program. Through a $27,500 grant
from the Red Cross the ONEM has 11 storm shelters
available for tribal members who meet certain criteria.
Tribal members must live within the Moore city limits,
own or be purchasing a home, can verify storm damage
from the May 2013 tornado, and currently don’t have a
storm shelter. For those families selected, they will receive a $2,500 stipend. Deadline to apply is Aug. 15, 2015.
Call the ONEM for further details at (918) 287-5225 or
email Bobby Tallchief at btallchief@osagenation-nsn.gov.

Tribal Energy Summit
announced for Sept. 24-25
Osage News
Chris Deschene, director of the Office of Indian Energy, announced on July 10 that his office will be hosting a Tribal Energy
Summit in Washington, D.C., Sept. 24-25.
The summit will take place at the Hyatt Regency Washington
on Capitol Hill. The event will highlight the following:
• Science and technology, policy, and
the regulatory environment

applicable) and a phone number

• Community- and commercial-scale energy project development

where someone can be contact-

• Tribal education and workforce development

ed for validation if necessary.

• Federal procurement

Deadline for the September

• Energy sector supply chain participation.

2015 issue is August 18, 2015.

For more information or to register, visit the National Tribal
Energy Summit Web page or email tribalenergy@ncsl.org.
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Marguerite Harriet Dennison

Marguerite Harriet
Dennison:
A full life, she lived to
be 100 years old
Marguerite Harriet Pease
Dennison passed from this life
and into the arms of her Lord
on July 14, 2015 at the age
of 100 years. She died peacefully at her home in Cleveland,
Oklahoma surrounded by family.
Marguerite was born on
May 2, 1915 in Tulsa County,
Oklahoma to George W. Pease
Sr. of Kansas and Minnie Adeline Kennedy of Pawhuska,
Okla. Mrs. Dennison is preceded in death by her parents,
husband Charles Tanis Dennison, her daughter Mary Belle
Dennison Kendall, son in law
Earl Ready, daughter in law
Sondra Dennison, grandsons
Tommie and Philip Ready,
granddaughter Lisa Marguerite Kendall, 15 siblings, two
great-grandchildren
Andy
Ready, Jeremy Warren, three
great-great-grandchildren Wyatt and Madison Ready and
Adysun Warren.
She is survived by her
daughters Charlene Dennison
Ready, Sammie Dennison-Harmon and son George Walter
Dennison and wife Denise, son
in law Frank Kendall; her sister Georgia Goetz and brother
Jack Pease. Marguerite was a
grandmother to 19 grandchildren, 42 great-grandchildren,
50 great-great-grandchildren
and two great-great-greatgrandchildren. She was also

an aunt to numerous nieces
and nephews.
Marguerite was a Keystone Lake area resident for
45 years; many of those years
spent with her husband Charlie. The couple was married
on September 28, 1935 and
remained married until his
passing on December 4, 1975.
Marguerite supported the war
effort and aided in supporting
her family during WWII as a
“Rosie the Riveter” working at
McDonnell Douglas and then
an inspector at Spartan. She
would go on to hold other jobs,
be a homemaker and was active in her children’s education through the PTA while
taking care of her mother and
mother-in-law as their health
declined.
Beginning in 1949, she went
to work for the First National
Bank in Tulsa as an elevator
operator and the following year
was honored as KOTV’s Mother of the Year. Her daughters
Charlene and Mary recognized
how special their mother was
and wrote a letter describing
her commitment to her entire family to the station for a
contest. The station too recognized her efforts and she was
awarded her prizes and honors
on the Bill & Dottie Show.
Marguerite was a member
of the first graduating class
of Monte Cassino, completing
her eighth grade education.
She would go on to complete
the tenth grade at Cherokee
High School and then attended
Draughn’s Business School.
Marguerite was recently
honored and blessed by the
Osage Minerals Council, of
which she was a member of
the Osage Nation. This was
done in honor of her 100 years
in this life. She was an active
member of the Kihekah Steh
Club. A Rosary was held at
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
in Cleveland. Mass was held
at the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Pawhuska. Interment followed at the
Pawhuska City Cemetery in
Pawhuska.
Chapman-Black
Funeral Home was in charge
of the arrangements.

Maretta Jane Sumter

Maretta Jane Sumter

Maretta Jane Sumter was
born March 23, 1937 to Leon
and Lettie (Johnson) Potter in
North Osage County, Okla., on
the family farm. She went to
be with God on June 30, 2015
in Drumright, Okla., having
reached the age of 78 years, 3
months and 7 days.
She married Delbert Sumter
on May 26, 1955 and recently
she and Delbert, along with
family and friends, celebrated
their 60th Wedding Anniversary.
Maretta was a loving Wife,
Mother, and Grandmother
and will be missed. She took
great pride in her home, land,
and all of the livestock. After
catastrophic illness she had
been semi invalid for the past
15 years, but she was a fighter
and never gave up. She always
had a smile for everyone and
an “I’m Fine.” She was very
proud of her Native American
Heritage. She was a direct descendent of Chief White Hair
of the Boulanger Clan of the
Osage Nation. She graduated
from Sedan, Kans., in 1955.
Because of her loving and caring she will leave a large void
for her family and especially
her husband Delbert.
Maretta was preceded in
death by her parents Leon and
Lettie Potter of Chautauqua,
Kans., two brothers, Franklin
and Bill Potter, and one sister,
Sylvia Potter.
Maretta is survived by her

husband, Delbert Sumter of
the home, Glencoe, Okla., sons,
Brad and his wife, Terri Sumter of Claremore, Okla., Scott
Sumter of Ponca City, Okla.,
Tom Sumter of Ponca City,
and daughter Kim Fraizer and
her husband, Mark of Tonkawa, Okla. She is also survived
by nine grandchildren and
six great-grandchildren: one
sister, Mildred Freeman of
Augusta, Kans., two brothers, John Potter and his wife,
Norma of Owasso, Okla.,
Larry and his wife Mary Lou
Potter of Cushing, Okla. Plus
nieces, nephews, other family
members and many friends.
She left Friends in Ponca City,
Enid, Texas, and for the last
20 years in the Glencoe and
Pawnee area.
Pallbearers will be grandsons and nephews, Garrett
Sumter, Justin Fraizer, Dirk
Sumter, Laddie Sumter, Trace
Zuniga and Keegan Wheeler.
A special thanks to Dr. Doug
Brant, the nurses and staff at
the Drumright Hospital.
Services were held on July
6, 2015 at the Poteet Funeral
Home Chapel, Pawnee, Okla.
Officiating was Reverend Fernando Padilla of Ada, Okla.
Graveside Services were at the
Oak Hill Cemetery in Chautauqua, Kans. Arrangements
were by the Poteet Funeral
Home and Cremation Services, Pawnee, Okla.

Franklin Eugene “Gene”
Kohpay

Anita Lookout West

Anita Lookout West
Agnes

Anita

West passed away Thursday,
July 16, 2015 at her home in
Pawhuska. She was 76 years
old.
Anita was born December 5, 1938 in Pawhuska, the
daughter of Henry and Dora
(McCarthy) Lookout.
She
was married to John Calvin West. He preceded her in
death. A full-blood member of
the Osage Nation, Anita had
worked as an instructor at the
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center
where she taught finger weaving. She was well-known for
her delicious meat pies. Anita
had also been the Osage Tribal
Princess from 1955-1959. In
her spare time, she enjoyed
working puzzles and doing finger weaving. Anita was a 1990
graduate of Rhema Bible College and a past recipient of the
AARP Elder Award.
Surviving are her children:
Michelle Hyatt and husband, Mike; Anissa Shimonek
and husband, Tony; Andrea
Thomas and Jim Ed Thomas.
Her adopted daughter, Jackie
Tsonetkoy. Ten grandchildren,
Henry Smith, Michael D. Easley, Valarie Easley, Michael
Thomas, Andrew Thomas,
Heaven Marlow, Matthew
Marlow, Ryan Marlow, Jet
Thomas and Adrian Thomas.
Fifteen great-grandchildren,
numerous nieces and nephews
as well as other family and
friends. Anita was preceded in
death by her parents, a daughter Valarie Thomas; siblings
Edward Lookout, Armeda
Eaves, Randolph “Smokey”
Lookout, Richard Lookout; and
a grandson, Jaylon Thomas.
Funeral services were held
July 19 at the Indian Camp
Chapel. Mongrain Lookout
and Rev. Mark Buchanan officiated. Interment was in the
AJ Powell Cemetery in Hominy.
McCartney’s Johnson Funeral Home was in charge of
arrangements.

(Lookout)
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Classifieds
OSAGE NATION JOBS: Applications may be downloaded
at www.osagetribe.com/main_
jobsearch.aspx or obtained at
the Osage Nation Human Resources Department located at
621 Grandview in Pawhuska.
Interested applicants can also
call (918) 287-5445 or email HR
at
atrumbly@osagetribe.org.
Applications must be received in
Human Resources no later than
4 p.m. on the date of closing.
Late applications will not be
accepted.
Academic Counselor – Hominy Education. Master’s degree
related to educational counseling required; PhD preferred.
State license and/or certification
in counseling field. A minimum
of 3 years of related work experience preferred. Requires the
ability to organized, direct, and
adise students in a manner conductive to full performance and
high morale. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $24.57/hr.

the ability to teach parent/student/teacher workshops. Regular Full Time. Salary: $22.28
Education Service Administrator – Hominy Education.
Bachelor’s Degree in Education
required; Master’s preferred. At
least fifteen (15) years of experience in the Education field. At
least ten (10) years of experience
in tribal government preferred.
Must have a working knowledge
of tribal government. Regular
Full Time. Salary: $44.23/hr.
Youth Development Staff (2)
– Pawhuska Youth Academy.
High School diploma or GED.
Strong communication skills,
both verbal and written. Must
have group leadership skills,
including an understanding of
group dynamics. Must be able
to obtain CPR/First Aid Certifications within 90 days of hire.
Must have knowledge on youth
development issues. Regular
Part Time. Salary: $11.50/hr.

Tribal Education Advocate
(Special Needs) – Hominy
Education. Bachelor’s Degree
in Education or closely related
field. Current Special Education
teaching certificate is required.
At least 3 to 5 years’ experience
teaching in the classroom is required. Must be willing to travel
and attend parent meetings as
needed. Regular Full Time. Salary: $22.28/hr.

Teacher/Database
Technician – Pawhuska Language.
High School diploma or GED
required. Associate’s Degree in
relevant field preferred. At least
one year’s experience in an education environment, media production, or communications; or
equivalent combination of education and experience. One year
of experience working in database preferred. Regular Full
Time. Salary $20.40/hr.

Tribal Education Advocate
– Hominy Education. Bachelor’s degree in education or
closely related field is required.
Current teaching certificate is
preferred. At least 3 to 5 years
experience teaching in a classroom is preferred. Must be willing to travel and attend parent
meetings as needed. Must have

Lead Cook – Pawhuska
WELA. Associate’s degree in
Culinary Arts, Basic Nutrition or related field preferred.
High School diploma or GED
required. Some working experience in cooking, planning
and purchasing to serve large
groups. Regular Full Time. Salary: $13.00/hr.

Assistant Cook – Skiatook
WELA. High School diploma or
GED required; Associates Degree in relevant field preferred.
At least two (2) years’ experience
in food service. Some working
experience in cooking, planning
and purchasing to serve large
groups. Regular Full Time. Salary: $12.00/hr.
Youth Development Staff –
Pawhuska Youth Academy.
High School diploma or GED.
Strong communication skills,
both verbal and written. Must
group leadership skills, including an understanding of group
dynamics. Must be able to obtain
CPR/First Aid Certifications
within 90 days of hire. Regular
Part Time. Salary: $11.50/hr.
Benefits Administrator –
Pawhuska Human Resources. Bachelor’s degree in Human
Resources,
Administration,
Business Management or related field required. At least four
(4) years’ experience in benefits
required. Knowledge in administration of annual benefit enrollment processes. Regular Full
Time. Salary: $36.30/hr.
Billing Technician – Pawhuska Medical Clinic. Associate’s
Degree in Health Information
Management, Business Administration, Accounting, or other
related field; Bachelor’s Degree
preferred. At least 2 years’ of experience in medical billing.Regular Full Time. Salary: $34,550
- $40,150
Chief Medical Officer –
Pawhuska Medical Clinic.
Graduation from an accredited
medical school recognized by
the Oklahoma State Board of
Medical Licensure and Supervision. Current and unrestricted
license to practice medicine is-

sued by the Oklahoma State
Board of Medical Licensure and
Supervision. Regular Full Time.
Salary: $192,000 - $253,967
Family Nurse Practitioner
– Pawhuska Medical Clinic.
Must be a graduate of an accredited Nurse Practitioner Program. Current and unrestricted
Advanced Practice Registered
Nurse (APRN) Licensure in the
state of Oklahoma. Regular Full
Time. Salary: $84,325 - $91,300
Medial Radiology Technologist/Technician – Pawhuska
Medial Clinic. High School
diploma or equivalent required.
Diploma from an accredited radiology school and/or equivalent
experience. Radiology certificate
for Oklahoma required. Knowledge of HIPPA and Privacy
Act. Regular Full Time. Salary:
$47,150 - $51,625
Clinic Manager – Pawhuska
Medical Clinic. Bachelor’s Degree in Health Care Services or
related field required, Master’s
Degree preferred. At least five
(5) yeas of experience in Health
Care Management. Requires
knowledge of HIPPA and Privacy Act. Regular Full Time. Salary: $71,000 - $81,000
Compliance Officer/Credentialing Specialist – Pawhuska Medical Clinic. Bachelor’s
Degree in healthcare, public, or
business administration, or other related business functional
areas required; Master’s degree
preferred. Must have one (1)
year of specialized experience
to include analytical, administrative, clinical managerial
or supervisor experience in the
healthcare field. Regular Full
Time. Salary: $62,025 - $77,825.
Temp Work – Pawhuska Human Resources. If interested

in being considered for temporary positions within the Osage
Nation, please apply online at
https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/
application-form.
Temporary.
Salary: $13.00/hr.
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Letters to the Editor

Without Reservations

Thank You to the Osage Nation Education Department

The Osage Nation Education Department staff has gone out of their way to
help me through college-related tasks for many years. I have not just gotten by I
have been well taken care of by my people. This blessing has enabled me to concentrate and produce excellent grades and accomplish projects. These academic
projects have contributed to change in our Osage and non-native community.
The aforementioned staff includes Jennifer Holding, Cherise Lookout, Avis
Ballard and Mary Wildcat. It was very unfortunate and startling to go from working with ladies who know the names of my children to strangers who do not even
know my hair color. These ladies are invested in my education and family. They
have been sensitive to my personality type and personal struggles. I am graduating in December with a BA in Corporate Communications because of support
from my family, friends, classmates, professors, advisors, community and the
Education Department.
I am writing to thank you. I want to thank each of these ladies who have helped
me persevere.
As an intern, I have been exposed to new and inspirational concepts. In our
community the Arts have not been readily available to our people. Dance and
sports have always been important, but the Arts such as ballet have not been an
opportunity for our children to learn about or experience. During this internship
I have literally heard children say that they feel very important now that they
have ballet. It is inspiring to see Osage children learning to make ballet their
own. Ballet has also brought natives and non-natives together. It has been beautiful to see.
It is my hope that more Osage students yearning to learn can serve as interns
here for the Dance Maker Performing Arts Academy. I am 36 years old and I
have learned a great deal about humanity during this internship. I am a communication major and I don’t have the words to describe how emotional my experience has been. All I can say is that I am thankful to the Osage Nation for giving
so much support to this ballet school. The children are our greatest assets and
they’ve been receiving the blessings.
–Dena Cosby-Rackliff
Pawhuska, Okla.

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Three Osages added to Congressional staff
Osage News
Three Osages are recent
staff hires at the Osage Nation
Congressional Office with the
Fourth ON Congress seventh
special session being the first
for them.
Now working for the Nation’s Legislative Branch is:
Assistant Clerk Celena Primeaux, Budget Analyst Clayton
“Eli” Potts and Sergeant-atArms John Horsechief.
Horsechief, who’s lived in
both New Mexico and Oklahoma, attended the University of
New Mexico and Southwestern
Indian Polytechnic Institute.
His background includes 12
years in the gaming industry,
where he’s worked as a craps
and blackjack dealer.
Primeaux has worked for
the Nation in other capacities
including: youth development
staff for the former Boys &
Girls Club, Head Start teacher’s assistant, a technician for
the CDIB/ Membership Department and an administrative assistant for the Historic
Preservation Office. At the
Congress, she shares clerk duties with two other workers,
which include filing and serving as secretary for the Congressional committees.
Potts graduated in May
from the University of Oklahoma with his masters of
public administration degree
where he also earned his
bachelor’s degree. During college, Potts’ work experience

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The Congressional Staff, from L to R: Loyed “Trey” Gill, John Horsechief, Eli Potts, Barbara Rice, Celena Primeaux and Shana Walker.

includes working as a bank
teller, graduate teaching assistant, legislative assistant
for the Oklahoma state House

of Representatives and an account assistant for a Commissioner of the state Department
of Transportation.

Obituaries

For more information on
Congressional legislation and
session information, the ON
Congressional website is at:

–from Page 18
Kohpay passed away Sunday, July 19, 2015 in the Jane Phillips
Medical Center, Bartlesville, Okla. He was 74 years old.
Gene was born March 6, 1941 in Pawhuska, the son of Loretto Wan and Bethel Barbara (Spencer) Kohpay. He attended
schools in Hulah until the 6th grade, then attended school in
Pawhuska, graduating with the Pawhuska High School Class
of 1959. On April 24, 1962, he married the former Sidney Lea
Shore in Bartlesville. A lifelong Pawhuska and Osage County
resident, Gene worked as a cowboy and loved horses. He enjoyed
coon hunting, fishing and just about anything in the outdoors.
He particularly loved spending time with his kids and grandkids.
Surviving is his wife Sidney Lea Kohpay of the home; his
daughter Kelly Metcalf and husband, Paddy; two sons Theron
Kohpay and his wife Karana Berg, and Blane Kohpay and wife,
Martha. Eight grandchildren: Whitney Metcalf, Lauran Kohpay,
Darien Kohpay, Ella Kate Kohpay, Remmington Kohpay, Raeann Kohpay, Jessica Kohpay, and Noah Kohpay. One greatgranddaughter, Addison Thomas.
Gene was preceded in death by his parents, Loretto Kohpay
and Bethel Kohpay Barnett; step-father, John Barnett (who
raised Gene following his father’s death when Gene was a baby);
and his oldest son, Franklin Eugene Kohpay, II.
Funeral services were held July 23 at 10 a.m. at McCartney’s
Johnson Funeral Home. Father Chris Daigle officiated. Interment was in the Pawhuska City Cemetery.

www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/congress-legislative-branch.
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