
Osage Minerals Councilmen 
speak on new oil and gas regs
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The final rules for oil and gas drilling were published in 
the Federal Register on May 11 and many fear the worst. 
Osage Minerals Councilmen Galen Crum and Andrew 
Yates, who sat on the Negotiated Rulemaking Committee 
in 2013, said staying the status quo was not an option. 
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stage at Constantine Theater	 page 10
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Construction nears completion on the new Pawhuska dance arbor, May 26. Dramatic changes will be seen in the first weeks of June as workers complete the finishing touches before the 
Pawhusa In-Lon-Schka begins on June 25.

Standing Bear administration 
plans to develop oil and gas  
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear is moving the 
Osage Nation forward to de-
velop oil and gas on the Osage 
Minerals Estate. 

Following a recent trip to 
the successful Southern Ute 
Indian Tribe in Ignacio, Colo., 
he is asking the Osage Na-
tion Energy Sources, LLC, to 

implement the Southern Ute 
model of business. Standing 
Bear, Congressional Speaker 
Maria Whitehorn, Chief of 
Staff Jason Zaun, Adviser 
John Williams and ONES 
Chairwoman Jill Jones made 
up the delegation to Colorado. 
The group also visited the Jica-
rilla Apache Nation in Dulce, 
N.M., and plan to implement 
their regulatory model for the 
Osage.

“Our first step would be to 
have an entity like Southern 
Ute did, that’s in oil and gas 
production and distribution 
and have it approach our Min-
erals Council to see what they 
could do in acquiring leases, 
perhaps orphan wells, leases 
no one else is quite interested 
in and start in the business 
end of this activity,” Standing 

Courtesy Photo

ON Executive Branch Chief of Staff Jason Zaun stands on the campus of the Southern Ute Indian Tribe Growth 
Fund in Ignacio, Colo. 

Osage Nation files suit 
against former Osage LLC 
management and consultants
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation is suing 
the former management of the 
Osage LLC, two consultants 
and the heads of former com-
panies in Osage County Dis-
trict Court. The lawsuit details 
an alleged fraudulent invest-
ment deal that cost the Nation 
more than a million dollars. 

Carol Leese and Robert Pe-
tre, formerly of the Osage LLC; 
Yancey Red Corn (Osage), 
Betsy Brown, of Red Eagle 
Feather Distributing, LLC; 
New Market Technology Fund 
I, LLC; New Market Technol-
ogy Fund, LLC; Howard Hill; 
TeraDact Solutions LLC; and 
Christopher Schrichte are 
named as defendants in the 
civil suit. 

Filed on May 22 by Amanda 

Proctor, Osage attorney and 
owner of Shield Law Group 
PLC, the lawsuit asks for 
damages, attorneys fees and 
contains four claims of relief 
for violation of the Oklahoma 

Carol Leese, former CEO of Osage LLC.
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Osage Nation to begin outreach for Land Buy-Back program 
Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear signed initial 
agreement to begin outreach 
for the Land Buy-Back Pro-
gram in the Osage Nation. 
Outreach efforts will begin in 
late June and early July.

“The offers won’t go out 
till August, so we’ll have two 
months of outreach,” Standing 
Bear said.   

The agreement, signed on 
May 26 at the Pawhuska Busi-
ness Strategy Center, gives 
the Nation $119,288 for out-
reach efforts. This will include 
town hall meetings, mail outs, 
advertisements, three short-
term positions, and a social 
media push designed to no-
tify restricted landowners of 
the opportunity to sell their 
land interest, said Bruce Cass, 
Tribal Development and Land 
Acquisition director. Cass, 
along with Osage attorney 
Terry Mason Moore, is spear-
heading the Nation’s efforts. 

The buy-back program is a 
stipulation of the Cobell set-
tlement which provided $1.9 
billion to purchase fractional 
interests in trust or restricted 
land from willing sellers at fair 
market value within a 10-year 
period, according to a U.S. De-
partment of Interior release. 

There is roughly 66,000 
acres in the Nation with 
680-690 individual landown-
ers eligible for the program. 
However, due to the limited 
amount of money the Nation 
expects to receive to purchase 
the land, the Nation will only 
be contacting those landown-
ers who own parcels of land in 

which the Nation also owns a 
fractionated interest, Stand-
ing Bear said. 

Those eligible for the buy-
back program are individu-
als who own an interest in a 
parcel of land with multiple 
owners. There must also be a 
clear land title, and all estates 
in probate will not receive of-
fers. The BIA has already been 
working to identify those indi-
viduals eligible for offers, Cass 
said. A majority of the frac-
tionated land lies in the south-
ern part of Osage County.

“The problem is we’re only 
receiving enough money to 
purchase somewhere be-
tween, and this is an estimate, 
5,000-6,500 acres,” Cass said. 
“So we’ve got to really try to 
narrow down those priority 
tracts.”

Cass said they expect to re-
ceive anywhere from $5 million 
to $7 million, which is enough 
to buy roughly four percent of 
the fractionated interest in the 
Osage. 

“I’ve been looking at the 
maps, I’ve targeted certain 
parcels that fit in with the 
tribal plan we’ve submitted,” 
Standing Bear said. “It will be 
land that has good agriculture 
value and it is not commer-
cial property. It is land that is 
grasslands, prairie lands, and 
we’re trying to find them as 
close together as possible.”

The Office of Appraisal 
Service for the buy-back pro-
gram has been performing 
appraisals to determine fair 
market value, as well as land 
appraisers from the Osage BIA  
Agency. 

Once appraisals are com-

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear signs an agreement to begin the outreach efforts for the Land Buy-Back 
Program. Sitting next to him is Asst. Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn, Bruce Cass and Terry Mason Moore. 

pleted the “first wave” of let-
ters will go to all individuals 
receiving an offer with a 45-
day window to reply. If all 
goes well, the DOI hopes all 
individuals will accept the of-
fer in the first wave so that 
all individuals can be paid for 
their interest. Individuals who 
choose to sell their interests 
will receive payments direct-
ly in their Individual Indian 
Money accounts. Since there 
is a cap on the money given to 
the Nation, it is important for 
individuals to reply as soon as 
possible to ensure payment for 
their interest.

Cass said it is very impor-
tant for restricted landown-
ers to make sure their contact 
information is up to date with 

the Office of Special Trustee 
and the Land Buy-Back Call 
Center because all offers will 
be mailed. 

The Osage Nation ranks 
37th in most fractionated land 
interests, with more than 38 
percent residing in Osage 
County with the majority aged 
50-60 years old. 

Fractionated land interest 
is when an undivided parcel of 
land has more than one owner 
and they all own the land to-
gether. In worst-case scenarios 
an undivided parcel of land 
could have up to 50 owners, as 
a result of the probate process 
of allotted land left to heirs. 
The original parcel of allotted 
land given by the government 
to 2,228 individual Osages in 

1906 was 657 acres, roughly 
1.5 million. A century later a 
majority of the land is in the 
hands of non-Osages.

Landowners can contact the 
Trust Beneficiary Call Cen-
ter at 888-678-6836 to update 
their contact information, ask 
questions about their land 
or purchase offers, and learn 
about financial planning re-
sources. Individuals can also 
visit their local Office of the 
Special Trustee for Ameri-
can Indians (OST) or Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA) office, 
or find more information at 
http://www.doi.gov/buyback-
program/landowners in order 
to make informed decisions 
about their land.

CASA
program 
in need
of more 
volunteers
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates office for Paw-
nee and Osage counties, a 
group of volunteers dedicated 
to look after the welfare and 
well-being of Osage and Paw-
nee children stuck in the state 
and tribal court systems and 
foster systems, need more vol-
unteers.

Currently, Osage County 
only has five CASA volunteers 
and Pawnee County has 12. 

“Volunteering as a CASA 
is really not that much time, 
a couple hours on weekends,” 
said Helen Norris, Pawnee/
Osage CASA director. “Our 
current CASAs say it’s one 
of the most rewarding things 
they’ve ever done. They see 
how the children benefit and 
they learn the court system.”

CASA volunteers currently 
monitor 35 percent of the 200 
children in the Osage and 
Osage Nation court systems. 
The remaining children have 
been placed in foster care and 
some are living in abusive situ-
ations with no one advocating 
on behalf of their rights. 

Volunteers don’t need to 
have a law degree, just a will-
ingness to dedicate their time, 
Norris said. All volunteers re-
ceive training and the training 
can take place in the evenings 
or weekends. Once the train-
ing is complete they are given 
cases involving at-risk chil-
dren. The CASA volunteers 
monitor the children and their 
living situations, make de-
tailed reports, and are some-
times called upon by judges 
for recommendations on the 
children. 

It’s also very helpful to the 

children when the CASA vol-
unteers are Native American, 
especially Osage or Pawnee, so 
the children can have someone 
to continue their cultural edu-
cation with, Norris said.

“There is such a high turn-
over with DHS [Department 
of Human Services], different 
social workers, therapists,” 
Norris said. “The good thing 
about CASA volunteers is they 
provide stability for the child. 
They make sure the children 
have a bridge to their culture 
when they check up on them. 
It’s a plus for the CASA volun-

teers to impart their cultural 
knowledge on the children.”

According to a prepared re-
lease, the court system is full 
of compassionate lawyers, 
judges, social workers and 
foster families, but according 
to recent statistics more than 
8,000 children were in the sys-
tem in Oklahoma. This intense 
need can strain the system to 
the point where they are sim-
ply unable to protect the rights 
of each child.

So the little girl who has al-
ready suffered in an abusive 
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The Court Appointed Special Advocates logo.

ON Congress sets 
FY 2016 projected 
revenue mark at 
$43.7 million
Benny Polacca
Osage News

With priorities focusing on health benefit and higher 
education scholarship programs and services available to 
all Osages, officials from the Osage Nation executive and 
legislative branches will be tasked with budgeting once 
again with a tight budget in September.

The Fourth ON Congress set the 2016 fiscal year pro-
jected revenue amount at $43,775,000 during its spring 
Hun-Kah Session. The projected revenue figure is crucial 
to the budgeting process because the Congress cannot 
pass budgets exceeding that amount, per the Osage Con-
stitution. 

The $43.7 million figure is just under $294,000 less 
than FY 2015’s projected revenue amount. The Nation 
runs on an October-September fiscal year and will use the 
September Tzi-Zho Session to consider and approve the 
FY 2016 budgets.

On April 23, the Congress voted unanimously to set 
the $43.7 million for the FY 2016 projected revenue after 
hearing projected revenue reports and feedback from the 
Nation’s moneymakers, which is the seven-casino gaming 
enterprise and the Osage Tax Commission, which collects 
revenue from business fees, tobacco tax and vehicle tag 
sales. 

In his 2015 State of the Nation address, Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear said the Nation will be receiving 
a distribution of $40 million from gaming revenue for the 
next seven years to fund the ON governmental opera-
tions. Standing Bear said the $40 million limit is needed 
as the Nation’s gaming enterprise continues to focus on 
planning a larger Tulsa Osage Casino project.  

Regarding funding priorities, Standing Bear said in his 
address: “The programs we have set out for all Osages 
include our higher education scholarship program, our 
health card, and our burial assistance program … This 
year, these three programs alone are approaching $15 
million dollars a year in costs. This leaves $25 million for 
everything else. Again, much less than we have had in 
the past.”

“Now, the greatest test is coming. For just these three 
important programs, there will be a greater demand from 
Osages who are just now learning they too are eligible for 
the benefits. This is a good thing, and it is predictable. We 
also know that we are going to have increases in fund-
ing needs for these three programs because our law will 
require funding from the Osage Congress for a Medicare 
Supplement and for carry-over money on Osage health 

See Revenue
—Continued  on Page 18
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Osage youth crowned 
2015-2016 Denver 
March Princess
Tara Madden
Osage News

Makayla Sage 
thought it was going to 
be just another Denver 
March Powwow with 
her family. But as one 
of the largest powwows 
in the world came to 
a close, they read the 
bio of the next Denver 
March Princess and an-
nounced her name. 

“She heard the bio 
and turned to me with 
a strange, bewildered 
look on her face,” said 
her mother Laura Sage, 
Osage. “Then they an-
nounced her name as 
the new Denver March 
Powwow princess. Her 
sisters screamed and 
began to shed tears of 
joy. It was a moment I will never forget.”

Makayla, 17, has been involved in dancing and the pow-
wow culture since she was was plumed as an infant dur-
ing Cheyenne Labor Day Powwow, Sage said. Their Osage 
family belongs to the Zon-Zo-Li District and they partici-
pate in the yearly In-Lon-Schka dances as well. 

She will graduate from Ponca City High School this 
month where she participates in track, softball, basket-
ball, cheerleading and chorale. 

The three-day Denver March Powwow, held in Denver, 
Colo., at the Denver Coliseum, started out as a weekly 
youth enrichment program but has turned into one of the 
largest powwows in the world. It brings more than a thou-
sand dancers each year, more than 40 drum groups, more 
than 150 vendors, all from tribes across the United States, 
Canada and Mexico. 

There are dance categories from “Golden Age” to “Tiny 
Tots” and winners receive a monetary award and embroi-
dered jackets. 

Prior to the announcement of her name at the close of 
the powwow, Makayla had no clue she had been chosen to 
be the next princess, a coveted spot by many teen dancers. 

The powwow committee had approached her parents 
during the powwow and asked if they would accept on her 
behalf. Her mother wrote a short bio and kept it a secret. 

“Ms. Sage has been attending [Denver March] since she 
danced in the junior category. She is an excellent student, 
actively participates in sports, and conducts herself in a 
respectful manner, both in the dance arena and everyday 
life,” said Grace Gillette, powwow committee member. 
“The Denver March Powwow princess committee felt she 
would be a great ambassador for their next year’s event.”

According to Gillette, the powwow committee does not 
hold a pageant to select their princess, the Board of Direc-
tors makes nominations and vote. The key to selection is 
participation and they make discreet inquiries about their 
nominees regarding scholastic activities. 

Makayla will be the Denver March ambassador and will 
attend as many powwows as she can to represent her new 
title. She may be asked to give presentations on culture 
and traditions and serve on panels on the same topics, Gil-
lette said. She will also participate in American Indian 
dance performances and help judge pageants.  

This is Makayla’s first princess title and she is very ex-
cited to be wearing the crown and title. Her crown and 
Denver March Powwow Princess sash are fully beaded 
and match.

“My number one goal is to do my best and represent as 
best I can for the Denver March Powwow committee and 
to travel as much as possible so I can represent my title,” 
Makayla said. “I want to make my parents and families 
proud, at the same time fulfill my goals as a young Native 
American lady and now as the Denver March Princess.”

She is a member of the Osage, Comanche, Otoe-Mis-
souria and Arapaho tribal nations. 

She is the daughter of Louie and Laura Sage and has 
three sisters, Whitney, Catherine, and Rickielynn. Her 
grandparents are Oliver and Teresa Littlecook, Ronnie 
and Lillian Goodeagle and JoNeda Sage, the late Bill Sage 
and the late John Hopper Jr. 

“It is such an honor for my daughter to have the op-
portunity to uphold and represent such a prestigious title. 
She is truly grateful as well as all our family members,” 
Sage said. “She understands the responsibilities that it 
will take to be in this position, and we hope she gains and 
learns life lessons during her reign. 

“We try to teach our daughters the best we know how 
and raise them with attributes that integrates both educa-
tion and culture.” 

Courtesy Photo

Makayla Sage, shortly after she 
was crowned as the 2015-2016 
Denver March Powwow Princess.

After two major incidents, 
ONPD moving forward
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Osage Nation Police 
Department has been involved 
in two high-profile cases since 
February, one has been re-
solved and the other is still un-
der investigation by the Tulsa 
County District Attorney’s  
Office. 

“ONPD is going to continue 
conducting professional law 
enforcement services and con-
tinue moving forward in a 
positive direction and always 
be transparent to citizens of 
the community in the daily op-
erations of the Osage Nation 
Police Department,” said ON 
Police Chief Nick Williams. 
“We’re here to help every 
which way we can. Different 
incidents happen, things hap-
pen out there, we can’t predict 
the future, but I do always ask 
my guys to maintain a profes-
sional standard, respectful-
ness and do their job. They 
represent the Nation and this 
department.”

In February a 41-year-old 
Tulsa man was shocked with a 
stun gun during an altercation 
with an Osage Nation police 
officer at Osage Casinos-Tulsa. 
The man died from a sudden 
cardiac death associated with 
acute phencyclidine intoxica-
tion (PCP) and an enlarged 
heart, according to an Osage 
Nation release. 

The Oklahoma State Bureau 
of Investigation determined 
the actions of the officers and 
deputies involved were reason-
able and consistent with stan-

dard law enforcement training 
and no excessive force or inap-
propriate measures were exer-
cised, according to the release. 

On May 1, Osage Nation po-
lice officer Corey Blake Stew-
art, 26, hit and killed Shawn 
Rex Watashe (Creek), 55, while 
off duty in his ONPD vehicle. 
Watashe was crossing the 
street near Admiral and Sheri-
dan when Stewart hit him and 
allegedly dragged him 100 feet 
with his police car. He left the 
scene and later had his wife 
drive him back where he told 
authorities he was the person 
who hit Watashe. He report-
edly said he returned because 
he was unsure if he hit some-
thing in the road. Watashe lat-
er died from his injuries at the 
hospital. Stewart was placed 
on paid administrative leave 
and terminated on May 12 for 
violating ONPD policies and 
procedures.

The case is still under inves-
tigation with the Tulsa Coun-

ty District Attorney’s Office. 
Stewart was employed with 
the Nation approximately one 
year and was working under-
cover in Tulsa. It was deter-
mined during the investigation 
he was off duty, Williams said. 

“[Our officers] are not al-
lowed out in their vehicles 
while off duty, unless there is 
an emergency or I call them 
out for special duty,” Williams 
said. “For instance, the casinos 
are having their outdoor con-
certs, we try to maintain an 
accurate, adequate coverage 
within the county covering our 
property’s jurisdiction and I’ve 
asked several officers who will 
be off duty to be in uniform 
and in their vehicles to help 
with traffic control and crowd 
control. If something should 
arise during these events.”

Williams said since the in-
cident involving Blake hap-
pened outside of the Nation’s 
jurisdiction, and nothing crim-
inal happened as a result of 
the Osage Nation, the Tulsa 
District Attorney’s office is 
handling the investigation. 

Misuse of ONPD vehicles 
or equipment is not tolerated, 
Williams said. 

“It is something I address 
continuously during depart-
mental meetings, or call im-
mediate supervisors and they 
disseminate that information 
on down to their troops,” Wil-
liams said. “We want to set 
a standard … we want to be 
perceived as one of the best 
law enforcement agencies out 
there.” 

Corey Blake Stewart

See Bird Creek
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Bird Creek Farms provides 
community gardens and
organic produce
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Addie Roanhorse and her 
eight-year-old daughter Anya 
are thrilled about their small 
plot of land they recently ac-
quired at Bird Creek Farms.

“It’s awesome, it’s exciting. 
I had thought about doing it 
[gardening] on my own but the 
land is already prepped and 
ready, already tilled. Being in 
that kind of ‘beginning stage,’ 
being part of that starting 
point of [Bird Creek Farms], I 
think that’s really cool,” Roan-
horse said. “The grocery store 
locally, the produce is really 
sad and it turns green, and 
not a good green, as soon as 
you get it home. We’re just not 
used to not having fresh veg-

etables and fruit, so to be able 
to grow it ourselves and have 
it here, is exciting.”

Roanhorse, who previously 
lived in Claremore, Okla., said 
she received a 10x10 plot at 
Bird Creek Farms and plans 
to grow tomatoes, cucumbers, 
habanero peppers, cilantro 
and squash. Her cousin picked 
out a plot next to hers and will 
grow lettuce and other ingre-
dients for salsa and salad. She 
said she has had a garden of 
her own in the past and it’s 
very important to her to teach 
her daughter good eating hab-
its and where her food comes 
from. 

About 15 plots were avail-
able to community members 
this year and next year there’s 
hope for more. In the past three 
months Americorps workers, 

community members and vari-
ous Osage Nation departments 
have been working on the land, 
clearing, tilling and prepping 
about 70 acres for community 
use. What began as an over-
grown piece of property now 
has gravel roads, cleared fields 
for pecan and walnut picking, 
an arbor, farmable parcels of 
land, a perimeter fence and 
farming equipment.

Osage corn
Bird Creek Farms is the re-

sult of a 270-acre gift from the 
Lynn family in the early 1990s. 
Rediscovered by the Standing 
Bear administration in August 
of last year, it is located north 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn explains the farming methods the Nation is using at Bird Creek 
Farms.
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“The Office of the Inspec-
tor General found the Osage 
Agency’s oil and gas manage-
ment program fundamentally 
flawed … in need of sweeping 
changes … It found weakness-
es in their oil and gas policies 
and procedures that guide crit-
ical activities affecting royalty 
payment, it also found their 
accounting and leasing activi-
ties inadequate … agency staff 
conducts many activities man-
ually,” Yates said. “Staying the 
same as before was not an op-
tion.” 

The NRC was formed as a 
part of the Osage Trust Case 
settlement. It required a com-
mittee to formulate changes 
to 25 CFR Part 226 that gov-
erns the oil and gas drilling 
on the Osage Minerals Estate. 
The committee was made up 
of members from the Second 
Osage Minerals Council, BIA 
officials and officials from the 
Bureau of Land Management. 
The 155-page new rules were 
published online May 8.  

Not all of the Second OMC 
voted to pass the new regula-
tions.  

In 2013, in eight public 
meetings, more than 500 com-
ments from the public were 
taken into consideration while 
finalizing the rules, according 
to BIA director Mike Black 
who spoke to The Journal 
Record in May. Many of the 
small oil producers who drill 
in Osage County have claimed 
they think the new regulations 
are a punishment, retaliation 
against Osage shareholders 
for winning the Osage Trust 
Case. 

“What really happened dur-
ing the Negotiated Rule mak-
ing process is that the Osage 
side of the committee intro-
duced over 95 percent of the 
subjects and the proposed new 
regulations,” Crum said. “We 
wanted our oil and gas mea-
sured properly and royalties 
paid at or near the top of their 
fair market value. We also 
wanted them kept secure from 
internal or external theft be-
fore they are marketed.”

Producers who are against 
the new regulations have often 
complained about the follow-
ing changes: 

•	 Bonding requirement of 
$5,000 per well, instead  
of per lease

•	 120-day nonproduction 
lease termination policy

•	 Arduous accounting rules 

•	 Expensive fees 
and penalties

•	 New valves required on 
tank batteries and record  
keeping systems

•	 Costly environmental as-
sessment requirements

Crum said the bonding is-
sue is to ensure a well is prop-
erly plugged after a producer 
leaves and the area is returned 
to a near pristine condition. 
In the past, wells were aban-
doned, left unplugged and the 
ground and area damaged. He 
said an adequately funded, 
well run oil company can ap-
ply for a surety bond from a 
bonding company for a yearly 
fee that is a small fraction of 
the bond total. 

“The previous bond require-
ment had several flaws ... the 
$5,000 dollar amount has been 

in place for at least 30 years 
and would now barely cover 
the cost of even one well plug-
ging and site reclamation,” he 
said.

The bonding issue does not 
affect the larger producers in 
Osage County because they 
are nationally bonded, Crum 
said.

He said the 120-day nonpro-
duction policy gives producers 
more time to get a lease up 
and running again. Accord-
ing to the rule, a producer can 
request an unrestricted ex-
tension to show the BIA they 
are working in good faith. The 
old rule didn’t have a definite 
timeframe and the policy ter-
minated a lease after one year 
of no production, no excep-
tions. However, in the past 
it could be five years before a 
lease was discovered nonpro-
ductive or abandoned. Cur-
rently, there are thousands of 
abandoned wells.

The new accounting and 
auditing rules follow the Of-
fice of Natural Resources Rev-
enue and already apply to all 
Indian and federal lands other 
than the Osage, Crum said. 
The Osage agency has entered 
into an agreement with ONRR 
to be a subcontractor working 
for the BIA using ONRR com-
puter capability and expertise, 
but applying BIA rules and 
regulations, Crum said. 

“This added level of service 
was not part of the CFR chang-
es, but will bring the Osage 
agency into the 21st century in 
their ability to account for and 
manage the Osage minerals 
business,” he said.

There are new commence-
ment fees in the new regula-
tions that were raised from 
$300 to $2,500. Those are 
applied to final damage pay-
ments to surface owners, he 
said, and only come into play 
when a producer and a surface 
owner are unable to come to an 
agreement on how to handle 
routes of entry onto their prop-
erty and surface damages. 

The new valves required on 
tank batteries are to prevent 
internal and external theft. 
The policy requires two sealed 
valves on lines that oil is mea-
sured and transferred when 
traveling from tank to tank.

“When the purchaser ar-
rives, sometimes many days 
later, he will gauge the tank 
for volume and quality, break 
the seal on the sales line and 
remove oil, then place a new 
seal on the sales line. This is 
considered the point of sale 
and the purchasers measure-
ments are what the producer 
and the Osage are paid on,” 
Crum said.

Prior to the new rule it was 
found that some oil purchasers 
stole oil regularly over many 
decades. 

“We sued the BIA and col-
lected a $380 million dollar 
settlement largely because 
we were able to show that the 
BIA was not properly measur-
ing, valuing and ensuring the 
security of our produced oil 
and gas,” Crum said. “To think 
the BIA would not be forced to 
make changes to both regula-
tions and policies that allowed 
these deficiencies to occur is il-
logical.”

To read a copy of the chang-
es to 25 CFR Part 226, visit:

http://static.osagenews.
org.s3.amazonaws.com/cms_
page_media/43/CFRs-Nego-
tiated%20Rules_FINAL2015.
pdf.

Bear said. “I believe we need to 
find $3 to $5 million to invest 
in [ONES].”

The Southern Ute, who is 
currently worth more than 
$4 billion, have more than 70 
LLC companies in oil and gas, 
real estate, construction, and 
private equity under their 
company the Southern Ute In-
dian Tribe Growth Fund. The 
Growth Fund got its start in 
2000, according to its website, 
and they invest in offshore 
drilling in the Gulf of Mexico, 
have more than 600 tribal 
employees working for their 
companies, which span 14 dif-
ferent states, and less than 
3,000 tribal members enjoy a 
per cap off their business rev-
enue. 

The Southern Ute’s start in 
business was small, seven em-
ployees with $8 million coming 
from a large settlement with 
the U.S. government. They 
hired the best in the business 
but always maintained tribal 
control and always have tribal 
management, Standing Bear 
said. 

“They’ve made it a point 
from the very start to put the 
right people in the right plac-
es. In the realm of business 
they need experts to do their 
business and their governmen-
tal structure, they all sit at the 
table and discuss the issues,” 
Whitehorn said. “They have a 
Chairman and a council, but 
they’re not meeting and for-
mulating plans separately, 
they’re doing it together. That 
was the most impressive thing 
to me, they are all moving for-
ward at the same time.”

Whitehorn said the South-
ern Ute is a very different 
structured tribe than the 
Osage, in many ways. For in-
stance, they are under the 
Reorganization Act and they 
follow a different set of Code of 
Federal Regulations for their 
coal bed methane operations. 
They follow 25 CFR 225; the 
Osage follow 25 CFR 226. 

Although there are major 
differences between the Osage 
and the Southern Ute, she is 
in favor of moving the Osage 
Nation forward in producing 
oil and gas, and agrees with 
Standing Bear that the only 
entity within the Nation to 
possibly do that task is the 
ONES. 

Standing Bear said the 
Southern Ute business model 
has two major components the 
Osage could use: 

•	 Always keep tribal mem-
bers in control, leaving 
all major decisions to be 
made by tribal leadership 
and then to a managing 
board. The five-member 
managing board carries 
out day-to-day activities.

•	 Hire the best people pos-
sible. The Southern Ute 
retains a former ExxonMo-
bil executive with 30-plus 
years of experience but pays 
him $250,000 per year with 
up to $250,000 in bonuses. 
They also have petroleum 
geologists with 20-30 
years experience on staff. 

“It has nothing to do with 
headright shares, compacting, 
with taking away the powers 
of the Osage Minerals Council 
or the BIA, it is a tribal pro-
duction and distribution com-
pany, we need to invest now,” 
Standing Bear said. “I can tell 
you that Southern Ute and Ji-
carilla were both a bit amazed 
we were not doing this and had 
not been doing this for years.”

Standing Bear said a South-
ern Ute company named Aka 
Energy Group, LLC, bid on a 
lease in the Osage a couple of 
months ago. 

“It is a sign of the times that 
other tribes are developing our 
Osage Mineral Estate while 
we do not,” he said.

Regulatory
Standing Bear and White-

horn said the Jicarilla Apache 

model of oil and gas regulation 
is exemplary. The Jicarilla 
have developed a tribal code 
for themselves, Title 18 of the 
Jicarilla Apache, that mirrors 
their BIA regulations in 25 
CFR 225. However, in specific 
areas they have tailored it to 
meet the needs of the Jicarilla 
and those areas have been ap-
proved by the BIA. The BIA 
also agreed that whenever 
there is a conflict between 
the two codes, Title 18 wins, 
Standing Bear said. 

“[BIA Osage Agency] runs 
things like they own our prop-
erty. Those tribes, they make 
it clear they are the owners of 
their own mineral estate. It’s 
their property and the BIA is 
here to serve them,” Standing 
Bear said. “They don’t need to 
compact, but they could and 
the BIA knows it, so they use 
compacting as something they 
could do but they say ‘let’s 
do this instead.’ And I’m con-

vinced this is a great model, a 
great model for regulation and 
Southern Ute is a great model 
from the production so we’re 
taking the best of both worlds.”

They have a governmental 
division that functions as a 
regulatory and compliance of-
fice of their oil and gas busi-
nesses. Whitehorn said when 
the tribe is doing a deal that 
needs BIA approval their divi-
sional office does it and turns 
it in to the BIA and if it doesn’t 
get approval by a certain date 
they’re checking on it and ask-
ing questions. 

“They’ve taken that BIA 
function and are doing it in 
their government, and do it 
just as good or better,” White-
horn said. “To me that’s a very 
smart way to do business, be-
cause that division holds the 
BIA accountable for their ac-
tions and that’s a tribal func-
tion.”

ON Energy Services, 
LLC, hoping to form 
holding company 
and subsidiaries 
Osage News

The Osage Nation Energy Services, LLC, recently told 
the Osage Minerals Council it wants to form a holding 
company and subsidiaries as it moves forward to produce 
oil and gas. 

At a May 15 OMC meeting, ONES Chairwoman Jill 
Jones, made a presentation and spoke of the recent trip 
she took to the Southern Ute Indian Tribe’s business 
headquarters in Ignacio, Colo., with Principal Chief Geof-
frey Standing Bear. 

She said the trip “was definitely an eye opener, a good 
experience to see successful tribal companies.”

She said the ONES board is getting into the oil and gas 
business and she wanted to open communication with all 
the entities of the Nation. The OMC gets business pro-
posals regularly and she said the ONES board would be 
happy to look at those. 

ONES is looking for projects with federal contracts, 
Jones said. ONES board member, Chuck Hessert, said 
ONES is not limited to developing in just Osage County, 
they can go elsewhere to produce and there are more fa-
vorable areas. 

“Everyone wants to stimulate oil production in the 
county and that’s what we’re all about,” said ONES board 
member Eddy Red Eagle, Jr. 

ONES was formed three years ago and have only seen 
profits from the Enbridge Pipeline that passed through 
Osage County in 2013-2014, she said. The ONES don’t 
currently have any projects funded by the Nation but they 
are developing a strategic plan. They are planning a hold-
ing company and subsidiary LLCs for pipeline businesses, 
oil and gas, and chemical. She said they will also be doing 
an assessment of all potential leases in the Osage.

The five-member ONES board is made up of Jones, 
Hessert, Randy Standridge, Eddy Red Eagle and Antho-
ny Webb. All have oil and gas experience in their related 
fields. 

Jones has served in the petroleum industry for 24 years 
focusing on information technology; Hessert is retired 
from Conoco Phillips with 30-plus years of experience in 
project management and quality assurance; Standridge 
worked for Conoco Phillips for 31 years in procurement 
and warehousing operations for energy organizations; 
Red Eagle is retired from CITGO Petroleum Corporation 
where he held positions in finance, accounting and sup-
ply/product logistics; Webb has more than 20 years expe-
rience in the petroleum industry and currently runs the 
Grayhorse Gas Plant in Osage County.

The ONES meet every second Monday of the month at 
4 p.m. in the Pawhuska Business Development Center.
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Pierce St. John Cemetery expansion complete 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

William St. John has ful-
filled his great-grandmother’s 
wish: the Pierce St. John Cem-
etery has been expanded to its 
full one-acre capacity. 

On Memorial Day, May 25, 
St. John addressed his family, 
friends, visitors and commu-
nity members at the ceme-
tery. Following his address, 
the Harold Bigheart Smalley 
American Legion Post 198 per-
formed a gun salute to honor 
all the fallen veterans. 

“This is it, what she envi-
sioned. She never got to see 
it, just a little part of it, but 
this is what she sold to the 
government to allow everyone 
to be preserved here in case 
land gets sold in further gen-
erations,” St. John said. “You 
can take pictures here but it 
doesn’t really give a full effect 
unless you’re standing here, 
seeing this.”

In 1918, WWI veteran 
Pierce St. John and his wife 
Opal set aside one acre of their 
land for a cemetery, specifical-
ly for Native American veter-
ans to be buried there. At the 
time Native American soldiers 
could not be buried in nation-
al cemeteries because Native 
Americans didn’t become U.S. 
citizens until 1924.

Before her death, Opal sold 
the acre to the federal govern-
ment so as not to lose the cem-
etery in case her descendants 
decided to sell the property. 
Her descendants didn’t sell 
the property and many of them 
worked to keep the cemetery in 
good condition over the years. 
But it was only after William 
did some research did he find 
out the cemetery could expand 
to a full acre. 

“I went to the BIA [Bureau 
of Indian Affairs] and asked for 
a copy of the [ordinance] and it 
was signed May 28, 1935,” he 
said. “I took the ordinance to 
a company that surveyed this 
out. What you’re seeing here is 
the exact one-acre she sold.”

He raised funds to build a 
fence and included three new 

entrances to the cemetery for 
better access as the cemetery 
expands. The cemetery is lo-
cated southeast of Pawhuska 
just off the intersection of 
Highways 11 and 99. Prior to 
the expansion the cemetery 
was 40 feet by 50 feet and at 
full capacity with 54 burial 
plots. Now, St. John hopes 
there will be enough room to 
bury veterans for the next 50 
years. The cemetery will turn 
100 in 2018. 

Dana Sellers, who is a great-
granddaughter of Pierce St. 
John, was at the cemetery on 
Memorial Day with her family 
and said in her youth she and 
her brothers would help their 
father Carl Sellers take care of 
the cemetery by mowing and 
fencing off the property. Now 
that she’s older and her father, 
mother and some of her broth-
ers are buried in the cemetery, 
she’s grateful the cemetery has 
been expanded.

“This cemetery means a lot 
to me and my family,” she said, 
and when asked about the ex-
pansion she said, “This expan-
sion is wonderful.”

Visitors of the cemetery 
stopped St. John to speak 
about the history of the cem-
etery and how they had been 
coming to the cemetery on Me-
morial Day for decades and 
wanted to bring their children 
to see it, even though they 
did not have a relative buried 
there. 

“People come every year, 
from all over. We used to 
have a State Representative 
come out every year and lay a 
wreath in front of the Dough-
boy,” St. John said. “Every-
one’s welcome to come see and 
participate.”

St. John gave a Pendleton 
blanket to Post 198 for their 
$4,000 donation that helped 
make the expansion pos-
sible. He also gave Pendleton 
blankets to Kenny and Toby 
Bighorse for their donations. 
Many Bighorse veterans are 
buried in the cemetery as well. 

“This is my Thank You for 
allowing this to happen,” St. 
John said.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

William St. John, great-grandson of Pierce St. John, thanks the Harold Bigheart Smalley American Legion Post 
198 on Memorial Day, May 25.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

William St. John gives Pendleton blankets to Kenny and Toby Bighorse for their contributions to the Pierce St. 
John Cemetery on Memorial Day, May 25.

ON Congress passes resolution for Constitutional amendment
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage voters will be asked 
to consider another constitu-
tional amendment during the 
next election after the Fourth 
Osage Nation Congress passed 
a resolution proposing an 
amendment to the limitations 
the Nation’s court system may 
impose.

The resolution (ONCR 15-
04 sponsored by Congressional 
Speaker Maria Whitehorn) will 
put the question on the next 
election ballot. If passed, the 
Nation’s tribal court system 
may issue punishments that 
are not greater than allowed by 
federal law.

Currently the 2006 Osage 
Constitution states the Na-
tion cannot issue punishments 
that are longer than one year 
in jail, nor impose fines greater 
than $5,000.   

Whitehorn said her proposed 
constitutional amendment 
resolution will simply state 
the Nation cannot “require ex-
cessive bail, impose excessive 
fines, inflict cruel and unusual 
punishments, and in no event 
impose for conviction of any 
offense any penalty or punish-
ment greater than allowed by 
federal law.”

Congressman William “Ku-
gee” Supernaw said he sup-
ports the amendment, adding 
he believes the amended 
Constitution will go with the 
changing times regarding 
court punishments.

Whitehorn noted the fed-
eral Tribal Law and Order Act 

of 2010 allows tribes to issue 
harsher punishments, so the 
Nation should go along with 
federal law. She also noted 
the Violence Against Women 
Act (VAWA) requires tribes 
to also be in compliance with 
the tribal law and order act, 
prompting the proposed con-
stitutional amendment.

ONCR 15-04 passed with a 

unanimous Congressional vote 
on April 15 during the Hun-
Kah Session. The next general 
election will be held in June 
2015. 

Per the Constitution, a con-
stitutional amendment up for 
voter consideration must re-
ceive 65 percent of the votes in 
favor of the adoption. 

Resolution pocket vetoed 
for a new printed ON 
Constitution

Chief Standing Bear pocket 
vetoed a separate resolution 
(ONCR 15-14, Whitehorn) au-
thorizing and directing the 
Attorney General’s Office to 
produce a revised Osage Con-
stitution that incorporated the 
three amendments passed by 

Osage voters in the June 2014 
election.

A revised Osage Constitu-
tion that includes the three 
voter-approved amendments 
(in resolutions ONCR 13-19, 
ONCR 13-20 and ONCR 13-
22) has yet to be produced in 
print and online form. ONCR 
15-14 passed unanimously on 
April 24.

ON Election Board considering revisions to election code
Benny Polacca
Osage News

The next general election 
will be held in June 2016, but 
the Osage Nation Election 
Board is using its interim time 
to review and propose changes 
to the election law and rules 
and regulations.

ON Election Board Chair-
woman Shannon Lockett 
said the election law is being 
“tweaked” for improvements 
to the election process in wake 
of the 2014 election. “During 
every election cycle, we find 
there are things that need to 
be modified, added or deleted 
in order to make the process 
better,” she said.

For example, the 2013 re-
vision of the election code 
(ONCA 13-16) added a March 
primary election for Principal 
Chief and Assistant Principal 
Chief candidates if more than 
two candidates seek those of-
fices. The 2014 election year is 
also the first time the Nation 

used early voting held before 
the primary and general elec-
tions.   

Any proposed revisions to 
the election code and rules and 
regulations are subject to ap-
proval by the ON Congress. 
Election officials say they plan 
to present any changes for con-
sideration during the fall Tzi-
Zho Session in September. 

Thus far, two major sug-
gestions posed to the Election 
Board include holding a prima-
ry election for Congressional 
candidates and whether can-
didates should be drug tested. 
In a December 2014 email to 
the executive and legislative 
branches regarding the elec-
tion law revision possibilities, 
Lockett said the board would 
solicit input before developing 
any language changes to the 
law.

Regarding the possibility 
of a Congressional primary, 
Lockett writes: “The (Election) 
Board has heard from many 
voters (several that hold pub-

lic office) that this is desired. 
It would cause a significant 
increase in the election bud-
get, but voters say it would 
help them make better choices 
by narrowing the field. There 
are a lot of details that would 
have to be well thought out 
in order to do this; such as a 
threshold of candidates before 
a Primary would be required 
and how much the field would 
be reduced.” 

On the issue of possibly drug 
testing candidates, Lockett 
wrote: “This seemed a bit dras-
tic when first suggested to the 
Board. Then the question was 
posed, ‘shouldn’t our elected 
leaders be held to the same, 
if not higher, standard as our 
Nation’s employees?’ This is-
sue also has lots of details that 
would have to be well thought 
out to implement.”

Other changes being con-
sidered to the election code in-
clude disqualifying people from 
voting if they are banished by 
the ON tribal court system. 

If approved, those banished 
from the Nation’s jurisdiction 
by an Osage tribal court “shall 
be disqualified from voting for 
the term of their banishment,” 
according to changes proposed 
thus far during recent Election 
Board meetings.

ON Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Clint Patterson, who is the 
Election Board’s legal counsel, 
said at least one person would 
be prohibited from voting after 
the man received a five-year 
banishment sentence for drug 
charges in 2013. 

Also up for consideration 
are possible amendments to 
the election campaign finance 
law regarding candidate cam-
paign contribution reports. 
Currently election candidates 
are required to file expense 
reports on the campaign con-
tributions/ donations they re-
ceive while running for office 
and after the elections. 
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Swearing in of Justin Mays and Jeanine Logan for the Osage Nation Gaming Enterprise 
Board and Larraine Wilcox for the Osage Nation Gaming Commission on May 7, by Chief 
Trial Judge Marvin Stepson.

Standing Bear appoints three 
Osages to Gaming Commission 
and gaming board
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Changes to the Osage Nation Gam-
ing Commission and Gaming Enter-
prise Board are now in effect following 
recent appointments by Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear. 

Jeanine Logan and Justin Mays are 
now serving on the five-person Gam-
ing Enterprise Board as interim board 
members. Both were appointed as two 
member seats became vacant. Logan 
was serving on the Gaming Commis-
sion after being confirmed last Septem-
ber, but resigned her seat to serve on 
the gaming board. 

Also, Standing Bear appointed Lar-
raine Wilcox to the three-person Gam-
ing Commission to fill the vacancy after 
Logan resigned.

All three Osage interim appointees 
will be considered for confirmation 
by the Fourth ON Congress, which 
convenes for its next regular Tzi-Zho 
Session in September. The three ap-
pointees took their oaths of office at 
the ON tribal courthouse on May 7 in 
Pawhuska.

Gaming board chairman Mark 
Simms announced that Thomas Ba-
conrind resigned his seat during the 
board’s April meeting. Standing Bear 

appointed Baconrind to the board in 
December 2014, but Baconrind re-
signed before he was to be considered 
for confirmation by the Fourth ON 
Congress during its spring Hun-Kah 
Session.

Standing Bear also appointed Mays 
to the gaming board to replace Ralph 
Haymond whose term expired this 
spring.

Logan is a former ON Supreme 
Court Associate Justice who served 
from 2006 until 2014. She is an Okla-
homa City area attorney for the Social 
Security Administration’s Office of Dis-
ability Adjudication and Review.

Mays, of Ponca City, has owned his 
automotive/ tire shop business for the 
past 15 years, according to his resume. 
He holds a vocational degree from the 
Arizona Automotive Institute and pre-
viously ran for the ON Congress.

Wilcox retired from the Osage Agen-
cy Bureau of Indian Affairs in De-
cember 2014 after 28 years of service, 
according to her resume. A graduate 
of the Tri-County Technical Center, 
Wilcox served in various BIA positions 
including as supervisory reality spe-
cialist.

The Tzi-Zho Session starts the day 
after Labor Day for a 24-day run.

ON Congress confirms 13 for 
board and commission posts
Osage News

The Fourth Osage Nation Congress confirmed 13 individuals for several 
ON boards and commissions during the 2015 Hun-Kah Session that ended 
April 27.

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear appointed the individuals to 
respective boards and commission posts, which are then subject to con-
firmation by the Congress during regular 24-day sessions. The appoint-
ments received initial consideration by the Congressional committees of 
jurisdiction before being considered by the entire Congress for a floor vote 
of confirmation.

The Congress confirmed the following individuals to the Nation’s respec-
tive boards and commissions after receiving recommendations from the 
committees stating those people were qualified for the posts with no legal 
or ethical barriers:

• Grayhorse Indian Village Five-Man Board: Carol Kliesen 
and Mark Freeman IV. Both are reappointments.

• Election Board (alternate members): Anita Fields and Gary Weyl.  
Fields was reappointed for an alternate position and this is the first  
term for Weyl. Alternate Election Board members serve in case a  
sitting board member must recuse themselves due to circumstances t 
hat include conflicts of interest.

• Gaming Commission: Michael Kidder (initial term)

• Health Authority Board: Cecelia Tallchief will serve her first term  
on this board. Previously, Tallchief served on the now-defunct Health  
and Wellness Advisory Board during the administrations of Chiefs  
Jim Gray and John Red Eagle. She’s also served on the Nation’s  
Home Health Board.

• Traditional Cultural Advisors Committee: Charles Red Corn was 
reappointed to the board and Richard Luttrell will serve his initial  
term.

• Foundation Board: Julie O’Keefe and Alex Skibine were both  
reappointed to the board.

• Osage Limited Liability Company Board: Raymond Hankins  
and Phillip Morrow. This is the first-time board confirmations  
for both Hankins and Morrow.

• Osage Nation Energy Services, LLC Board: Charles Hessert is a  
reappointee for the ONES LLC board.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Assistant Trial Court Judge Lisa B. Otipoby Herbert swore Greg E. Carpenter Jr. in May 4 as 
the Secretary of the Nation. 

Greg Carpenter appointed as 
Secretary of the Osage Nation
Osage News

Osage Nation Tax Commission Director Greg Carpenter is serving as Secre-
tary of the Osage Nation, per Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear.

According to an April 13 executive order, Standing Bear issued the designation 
for Carpenter effective immediately. On May 4, Carpenter took his oath as secre-
tary with presiding Associate Trial Court Judge Lisa Otipoby-Herbert at the ON 
tribal courthouse in Pawhuska.

The Secretary of the Nation post is established within the Executive Branch, 
according to Osage law. The designee is responsible for coordinating activities 
pertaining to business entity licensing, collecting license fees and maintaining a 
searchable database of licensed entities.

Also the secretary is responsible for monitoring and regulating the use and 
maintenance of the Nation’s seal emblem. The Secretary is responsible for safe-
keeping all documents filed through the Secretary and the designee shall perform 
additional duties as delegated by the Principal Chief or prescribed by Osage law.

The Tax Commission collects business license fees from Osage-owned entities 
under the Nation’s jurisdiction and also monitors usage of the Nation seal. Ap-
plications for using the Nation’s seal and to apply for business licenses and busi-
ness/ lodging tax purposes are available from the Tax Commission website at: 
www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/tax-commission.

At its May 19 meeting, the Election Board voted 3-0 to send a letter to the ex-
ecutive and legislative branch officials seeking input and suggestions on the topic 
of the campaign finance laws.

In other election news, the Election Board is soliciting Requests for Proposals 
(RFPs) for election services for the 2016 elections. The Election Board is respon-
sible for selecting an outside election firm for providing election services, equip-
ment and software to run the election voting processes in-person and for absentee 
voters.

RFPs will be accepted until end of business day on June 16 at the ON Purchas-
ing Office. Interested firms should contact the ON Purchasing Office at (918) 287-
5354 to request a copy of the detailed Request for Proposal.  

Six ON Congressional seats will be up for grabs in the June 2016 election. Vot-
ers will also be considering at least one ballot question asking for a Constitutional 
amendment regarding the maximum penalties the Osage court system may im-
pose on those found guilty of breaking Osage law (ONCR 15-04).

The Osage Nation Election Office can be reached at (918) 287-5286 or via email 
at electionoffice@osagenation-nsn.gov. The Election Office also has a Facebook 
page used for posting election-related updates and event notices.

The ON Election Office website is at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/
elections.

Revisions
–from Page 5

University of Arkansas student 
receives Udall Scholarship
Osage News

Osage tribal member Elise Clote is one 
of 48 students in the 2015 class of Udall 
Scholars. 

Clote, of Glendale, Mo., was selected 
from 464 candidates nominated by 222 
colleges and universities from around 
the country.

The Morris K. and Stewart L. Udall 
Scholarship Foundation awards 50 mer-
it-based scholarships of up to $5,000 
and 50 honorable mentions to college 
sophomores and juniors who have dem-
onstrated outstanding potential and a 
commitment to pursuing careers related 
to the environment or to pursuing ca-
reers related to tribal public policy or 
health care, according to a prepared re-
lease. 

Clote is an honors junior agribusiness 
management and marketing major in 
Bumpers College. She currently serves as president of the Native Amer-
ican Student Association, an organization in which she has been active 
since freshman year, according to the release. Through her involvement 
with NASA, she has also helped coordinate Native American Impact Day, 
an event that brings prospective Native American students to visit the 
U of A. In addition she has volunteered with GroGreen and PRIDE on 
campus, and she is regularly involved with TriCycle Farms. Clote has also 
been an active volunteer at the Osage Nation Boys and Girls Club and at 
the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota, according to the release.

Upon graduation, Clote plans to pursue a master’s degree in agricul-
tural economics or agricultural and extension education at the University 
of Arkansas. She ultimately plans to work for the Osage Nation by focus-
ing on food security and food sovereignty through their Bird Creek Farms 
project, according to the release.

“I feel blessed to have been chosen for the Udall Scholarship,” Clote said 
in a press release. “I am very excited to meet the rest of the Udall com-
munity in August during orientation. I am so thankful to the University of 
Arkansas nominating me for this honor.”

Courtesy Photo

Elise Clote
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Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the Osage 

News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be ed-
ited for grammar, clarity and space.

BIRD CREEK
–from Page 3

of Lynn Avenue and directly east of the 
Clarence Tinker Veterans Park along 
the bank of Bird Creek in Pawhuska. 
Currently, Assistant Principal Chief 
Raymond Red Corn is spearheading 
the project and can be seen working 
on the land or riding a tractor at Bird 
Creek Farms. 

The “three sisters” have been plant-
ed, which consists of corn, beans and 
squash, and they’re hoping to see the 
fruits of their labor in midsummer – 
but most of the crops will come up in 
the fall, Red Corn said. The first will be 
corn. If successful, it will be the largest 
cornfield of Osage corn since the 1920s.

“The earliest produce we’ll see is 
Osage Corn, but we are using some 
pretty old seeds, the germination rate 
may not be the best. If we do get a 
good crop of Osage corn, one of the first 
things we hope to do is have activities,” 
Red Corn said. “One of the first things 
we hope to do is teach any interested 
adults or children how Osages tradi-
tionally dried corn. We enjoy lots of 
corn soup at our feasts and events, but 
very few Osages living today know the 
corn drying process for corn today.”

A wood splitter is on the way, for 
cutting seasoned wood for bereaved 
families, Osage dinners, district com-
mittees, and sweat lodge and Native 
American Church ceremonies. The 
wood will be palletized and free of 
charge.

One of the Americorps workers and 
volunteers, Osage tribal member Scot-
tie Supernaw, said she enjoys working 
at Bird Creek Farms and her nine-year-
old son Tanaka and his dogs sometimes 
join her on the property. Her son would 
like to fish on the property, since the 
property also has access to the banks of 
Bird Creek.

“In the beginning we had a lot of 
clearing and cleaning to do on the prop-
erty, but now we’re pulling the John-
son Grass out by the root so the crops 
can have room to grow. There are no 
pesticides used out there, everything’s 
organic,” she said. “When it’s raining 
or too muddy we don’t go out but if it’s 
a nice day, we’re usually out at Bird 
Creek Farms.”

Organic produce
Red Corn said the current equipment 

they are using is surplus property from 
the Tribal Works Department, which 
includes a zero-turn radius mower 
and a tractor. They have also applied 
for numerous grants for green houses, 
farming equipment, and cover crop 
seeds and systems.

“We have used no pesticides out 
here at all. The fertilizers we are us-
ing are composted chicken manure and 
mushroom compost from Miami, Okla., 
mushroom farm,” Red Corn said.

They are hoping to receive grant 

funds for a BCS tractor, a versatile 
tractor that can till, shape beds, crimp 
mulch and perform other tasks needed 
for a market garden, Red Corn said. 

For water they are currently tapping 
into the City of Pawhuska’s main water 
line on the property and are irrigating 
their crops as needed. They plan to do 
that for the next two years. But they 
are applying for a USDA grant to pur-
chase and install an irrigation system 
that will filter the water out of Bird 
Creek onto the premises. Red Corn said 
the reason why the water needs to be 
filtered is because efficient drip irriga-
tion systems can’t tolerate sediment or 
suspended organic matter in the water. 

“Short term we will have some in-
creased cost but we’ve done the math 
and long term, we’re better off irrigat-
ing with city water for a couple of years 
and qualifying for a permanent irriga-
tion system after that,” Red Corn said. 

Sustainability
If they are granted money for green 

houses they hope to plant greens, to-
matoes, cucumbers and other mixed 
warm and cool weather crops. 

He said with any piece of property or 
plan, there is going to be some trial and 
error. Knowing that, they have em-
ployed several individuals to give them 
free advice such as Steven Bond of the 
Intertribal Agricultural Council, Osage 
tribal members Henry Ben Harrison 
and Joe Hall. Bond and Hall brought 
their BCS tractors to help plant corn 
and they got a great amount of work 
done in a very small amount of time, 
he said. 

They are doing their best to imple-
ment a system that has been proven by 
the Kerr Foundation in Poteau, Okla., 
which relies entirely on natural and 
organic methods for raising market 
crops, Red Corn said.

“Our long-term plans are not fixed, 
but our long-term possibilities are lim-
ited by our resources and the size of 
this piece of property. Properly devel-
oped, this piece of property offers a lot 
of possibilities for the Osage people. 
Including the provision of the signifi-
cant amount of fresh food over time,” 
Red Corn said. “We are right at the 
beginning and we are not going to feed 
the Osage Nation overnight, but, if we 
have a good plan and we take our time, 
and we work hard, this piece of proper-
ty could become a very important asset 
to the Osage Nation.” 

For more information on Bird Creek 
Farms, volunteering or community 
gardens, contact Gail Boe at gboe@
osagenation-nsn.gov or call (918) 287-
5267. 

Courtesy Photo

Osage tribal member Addie Roanhorse and her eight-year-old daughter Anya hold up their 
plot number at Bird Creek Farms. 
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Attorneys searching for Osage beneficiaries in Cobell settlement
Osage News

There are still Osage IIM 
account holders, Osage estates 
and deceased Osage individu-
als, attorneys are searching 
for and their families, as part 
of the $3.4 billion Cobell trust 
fund settlement. 

According to Indianz.com, 
attorney David Smith said 
there are more than 700 Osage 
tribal members considered 
whereabouts unknown or can’t 
be located and are owed about 
$9 million.

Nationwide, more than 
30,000 settlement beneficia-
ries can’t be found. For more 
information contact the law 
firm of Kilpatrick & Townsend 
at (866) 383-6554.

Below is the list of Osages 
whereabouts unknown, pro-
vided by IndianTrust.com: 

 
 ABRAHAM WHITE
 ADDIE E WALKER ESTATE
 ADDISON JUMP
 ADELIA CONNER LADD
 AENA M DANIEL ESTATE
 AGNES BURNES ESTATE
 AGNES D CARR ESTATE
 AGNES F FRANCIS ESTATE
 AGNES KING PITTS
 AGNES L LOVELACE ESTATE
 ALBERT DAVID ROY
 ALBERT L MARTIN
 ALEX REVARD ESTATE
 ALEX TALLCHIEF HLU AH WAH KON 
TAH
 ALEXIS J GELONEK ESTATE
 ALFONSE P WIEHLE
 ALFRED A PRYOR ESTATE
 ALFRED HALL SR ESTATE
 ALFRED MC KINLEY ESTATE
 ALFRED OBERLY
 ALFRED PRYOR
 ALICE RED EAGLE
 ALICE WADE ESTATE
 ALLEN WEBB
 ALLISON WEBB
 ALMA J MAKER ESTATE
 ALTON E VAN AERNAM ESTATE
 ALVANITA F FIELDS ESTATE
 ALVIN S BRADSHAW ESTATE
 ALVIN TALLBEAR ESTATE
 AMOS ALLEN
 AMOS F SHADLOW
 AMOS OSAGE ESTATE
 AMOS TIGER ESTATE
 AMY V WATERS ESTATE
 ANDREW BACON RIND
 ANDREW E RED CORN ESTATE
 ANDREW H NUCKOLLS ESTATE
 ANDREW TALLCHIEF
 ANDREW TRUMBLY ESTATE
 ANITA L WHITLATCH ESTATE
 ANITA MILLER
 ANNA B WILLIAMS ESTATE
 ANNA KATHERINE ROBERTS
 ANNA L DOWNING ESTATE
 ANNA L MATHEWS ESTATE
 ANNA LOUISE ELSBERRY ESTATE
 ANNA OTHER ESTATE
 ANNE L TAYRIEN
 ANNE M THOMAS ESTATE
 ANNIE DANIELS ESTATE
 ANTHONY BERRYHILL ESTATE
 ANTHONY C WARE ESTATE
 ARCH D HARROLD ESTATE
 ARCHIE LEWIS MASON ESTATE
 ARTHUR H LESTOURGEON ESTATE
 ARTHUR HUNTER ESTATE
 ARTHUR R MURRAY ESTATE
 AUDRA L SALINAS ESTATE
 AUGUSTINE C WATTS ESTATE
 B NO ONE
 BARBARA A LEE ESTATE
 BARBARA A MOUNT ESTATE
 BARBARA B HOBART ESTATE
 BARBARA BEAVERS ESTATE
 BARBARA J MCKINLEY ESTATE
 BARBARA J STANDINGBEAR ESTATE
 BARBARA L SHADLOW ESTATE
 BARBARA L TIMMONS
 BARBARA L WALKER ESTATE
 BARBARA WAHLELL MORSE
 BARBRA C BURNS ESTATE
 BARNEY B WILSON ESTATE
 BARRY E CRABTREE ESTATE
 BARRY O MOORE ESTATE
 BEATRICE H FREEMONT
 BEATRICE T BOREN ESTATE
 BEATRICE W CHASE ESTATE
 BEATRICE WHITEWING
 BELLE BIGHEART ESTATE
 BELLE M GILCREASE ESTATE
 BEN HARRISON ESTATE
 BEN J BURNETT ESTATE
 BEN MASHUNKASHEY
 BEN MASHUNKASHEY
 BEN MASHUNKASHEY ESTATE
 BENJAMIN F HARRISON ESTATE
 BENJAMIN M LECLAIR ESTATE
 BENNIE MASON SR ESTATE
 BERNICE DEROIN
 BERTHA BACON RIND
 BERTHA L DUNCAN ESTATE
 BERTHA MARIE BURNETT POULTON 
ESTATE
 BERTHA WEBB
 BERYL W CALLAHAN ESTATE
 BESSIE ATCHISON ESTATE
 BESSIE E LANE ESTATE
 BESSIE HLA ME TSA HE
 BETTY B WHITEHORN ESTATE
 BETTY H SPRAKER ESTATE
 BETTY J BRYANT ESTATE
 BETTY J RENTON ESTATE
 BETTY L BEFORD ESTATE
 BETTY L SADLER ESTATE
 BETTY LEE MCKINLEY
 BEULAH OBERLY JACKSON
 BEVERLY A SMITH ESTATE
 BILL BROWN BARNETT ESTATE
 BILL F MATHES ESTATE
 BILLIE J WANN ESTATE
 BILLIE JO POLLARD
 BILLY J CULVER ESTATE
 BIRD F MCGUIRE ESTATE
 BOB L TRUMBLY ESTATE
 BOBETTE L ROBINSON ESTATE
 BONNIE S WHITEBIRD ESTATE
 BOURBON LASARGE ESTATE
 BRENDA JEANETTE PETTIT CROSSON
 BRENT A MAKER ESTATE
 BRONSON ROUGHFACE SR ESTATE
 BRUCE M TOWNSEND ESTATE
 BRUCE W HURLEY ESTATE
 BUD CRUTCHFIELD ESTATE
 BUDDY M HALL ESTATE
 BURNIS LEFTWICH ESTATE
 BYRON K WELCH ESTATE
 BYRON MILLS
 CAMERON KENT ESTATE
 CARL E OSAGE JR ESTATE

 CARL PONCA ESTATE
 CARL R PETSEMOIE ESTATE
 CARL T KEMOHAH ESTATE
 CARLA J HARMON ESTATE
 CARLTON D WOODRING
 CAROL J WALKER ESTATE
 CAROLYN S HOLLOWAY ESTATE
 CARROLL HARTMAN ESTATE
 CATHERINE I HARROLD ESTATE
 CECELIA HARRIS ESTATE
 CECELIA P CLARK ESTATE
 CECELIA RED EAGLE
 CELIA COX PRYOR
 CHARLENE L GREEN ESTATE
 CHARLES A GOAD ESTATE
 CHARLES A TODD ESTATE
 CHARLES C DIRICKSON ESTATE
 CHARLES E GR TAH PETTUS
 CHARLES F FLETCHER
 CHARLES H CARPENTER ESTATE
 CHARLES H KIRK ESTATE
 CHARLES H LOHAH ESTATE
 CHARLES H ROAN JR ESTATE
 CHARLES H TURLEY JR ESTATE
 CHARLES J COOPER ESTATE
 CHARLES L HOLLOWAY ESTATE
 CHARLES L MCDOUGAN ESTATE
 CHARLES L SOLDANI ESTATE
 CHARLES LOOKOUT
 CHARLES MARTIN ME SHE TSA HE
 CHARLES MCCARTY ESTATE
 CHARLES O TILLMAN SR ESTATE
 CHARLES PAPPAN ESTATE
 CHARLES PETTIT
 CHARLES RED EAGLE
 CHARLES T BIGGOOSE ESTATE
 CHARLES T BRAVE
 CHARLES V ELLIOTT ESTATE
 CHARLES V LASARGE ESTATE
 CHARLES W LABADIE ESTATE
 CHARLES WAH HRE SHE
 CHARLES WEST
 CHARLES WILEY ESTATE
 CHARLEY MASHUNKASHEY
 CHARLOTTE K PENROD ESTATE
 CHARLOTTE NIEMAN ESTATE
 CHERYL L FRETZ ESTATE
 CHERYL R LAMBERT ESTATE
 CHLOE E BUFFINGTON ESTATE
 CHRISTAL LECLAIR
 CHRISTINE CABE ESTATE
 CHRISTINE M MCCOLLUM ESTATE
 CHRISTOPHER A PENN ESTATE
 CHRISTOPHER PAH SE TO PAH
 CHRISTOPHER WABAUNSEE ESTATE
 CINDEE K BOUCHER
 CLARA MCCOOL ESTATE
 CLARENCE F TRUMBLY ESTATE
 CLARENCE GRAY JR ESTATE
 CLAY DONELSON ESTATE
 CLEITA L HARTMAN ESTATE
 CLEMENT COSHEHE ESTATE
 CLEMENTINE JONES ESTATE
 CLEMENTINE MONGRAIN ESTATE
 CLIFFORD QUINTON ESTATE
 CLIFFTON F WALKER ESTATE
 CLINTON BIGHEART
 COLLEEN M WYLIE ESTATE
 CONNIE LOU DAILEY
 CONNIE M VICKERS ESTATE
 CORA A REVARD PERRY
 CORA ANN REVARD PERRY
 CORA BIG ELK PITTS MO SE CHE HE
 CORA J SMITH ESTATE
 CORA L WETZEL ESTATE
 CORA S LEE ESTATE
 CORENA OSAGE LELAND ESTATE
 CRAIG T CASE ESTATE
 CURTIS D FENTON JR ESTATE
 CYRIL W OTHERS ESTATE
 DALE L JACKSON SR ESTATE
 DANIEL B TAYLOR ESTATE
 DANIEL C QUINLAN ESTATE
 DANIEL I CONNER
 DANIEL WEST
 DANNY E FOSTER ESTATE
 DANNY R PERRIER ESTATE
 DARIN M DIAMOND ESTATE
 DARLEEN J GARRISON ESTATE
 DAVID A MURRAY ESTATE
 DAVID C BROFMAN ESTATE
 DAVID F EASLEY ESTATE
 DAVID G BASCUS ESTATE
 DAVID L NEELY ESTATE
 DAVID L THOMPSON ESTATE
 DAVID PEACE ESTATE
 DAVID PITTS ESTATE
 DAVID T UNAP
 DAWNNA R BERRYHILL ESTATE
 DEBRA G CARPENTER ESTATE
 DEBRA R GUY ESTATE
 DELBERT D RODMAN ESTATE
 DELILAH HOLLINGSWORTH ESTATE
 DELLA LOGAN
 DELORES F STAMMER ESTATE
 DELORES H REED ESTATE
 DELORES M LOOKOUT
 DELORES PEEL
 DELPHINE H HOPPER ESTATE
 DENISE R MITCHELL ESTATE
 DENZIL R FINEGAN ESTATE
 DIANE D NICHOLAS ESTATE
 DIXIE HOFF ESTATE
 DIXIE L GARDINER ESTATE
 DOLORES K TALLCHIEF ESTATE
 DON A ROBERTSON ESTATE
 DON H BIG ELK
 DON KEMOHAH
 DON S BIG ELK
 DONALD G BIGGERSTAFF ESTATE
 DONALD LONEWOLF ESTATE
 DONALD W PEFLEY ESTATE
 DONNA JEAN MARTIN
 DONNA L OLDHAM ESTATE
 DONNA R WALLACE ESTATE
 DONNA S JONES ESTATE
 DONNA SAPCUT IRONS ESTATE
 DORA K BETTS ESTATE
 DORA ST JOHN
 DORIS C THOMPSON ESTATE
 DORIS E DITTMER ESTATE
 DORIS I RED EAGLE
 DORIS MAKER ESTATE
 DOROTHY A BUECHLER ESTATE
 DOROTHY BIGHEART SHANGREAU
 DOROTHY HOUSDEN ESTATE
 DOROTHY R CONNER ESTATE
 DOROTHY TAINPEAH ESTATE
 DOYLE T BRUCE ESTATE
 DUDE T LABADIE ESTATE
 DUDLEY HASKELL
 DUSTE N QUANT ESTATE
 E TON WAN
 EARL E RICHARDSON ESTATE
 ED SIMPKINS ESTATE
 EDGAR J JACKSON JR ESTATE
 EDGAR MAKER ESTATE
 EDGAR P BARBER ESTATE
 EDITH T REED ESTATE
 EDITH W KOWALCZIK
 EDITH WATERS ESTATE
 EDMUND KENWORTHY
 EDNA DAVIS
 EDNA K STEVENS ESTATE
 EDNA KEIGLEY ESTATE
 EDWARD BEARTRACK
 EDWARD D BOULANGER ESTATE
 EDWARD H MOSES ESTATE
 EDWARD L DAVIS ESTATE
 EDWARD P RODDA ESTATE
 EDWARD R CUNNINGHAM ESTATE
 EFFIE L GRAHAM ESTATE
 ELDA TOWNSEND CORE ME TSA HE
 ELDA WEBB WEST HUM PAH TO KAH
 ELIZA TALLCHIEF
 ELIZA WESTERLING ESTATE
 ELIZABETH B WARE ESTATE
 ELIZABETH HAMILTON ESTATE
 ELLA PLOMONDON ESTATE

 ELLEN F REVARD ESTATE
 ELLEN MCCOMB ESTATE
 ELLEN W HOWARD ESTATE
 ELLISON G DENOYA ESTATE
 ELMER C TAYRIEN ESTATE
 ELMER HAMILTON ESTATE
 ELMER PRYOR
 ELNORA FORBES ESTATE
 ELSIE HASKELL ESTATE
 EMERINE CARTER ESTATE
 EMERY E ROE JR ESTATE
 EMERY E STOTTS ESTATE
 EMMA H MAKER ESTATE
 EMMA HOOVER MAKER HOMERATHA 
ESTATE
 EMMA L GRAY
 EMMA RED CORN ESTATE
 EMMA V HOGAN ESTATE
 EMMETT G SAXON ESTATE
 ERIN S BOWHAN ESTATE
 ERNESTINE L SILGER ESTATE
 ERVIN DEROIN
 ESTHER BERRY SMITH
 ETHEL CLAVIER ESTATE
 ETHEL SHUMAKER ESTATE
 ETHEL WHEELER ESTATE
 EUGENE HAMILTON ESTATE
 EUGENE IRON
 EUGENE L HARVEY ESTATE
 EULAH KEMOHAH
 EVA E WHEELER ESTATE
 EVA M YATES ESTATE
 EVELYN M MANION ESTATE
 EVELYN MCKINLEY
 EVELYN NICHOLS ESTATE
 FANNIE L HEARD BILLUPS ESTATE
 FANNIE M BEARTRACK DONELSON 
ESTATE
 FANNY L HALL ESTATE
 FAY CASEBEER ESTATE
 FLORENCE J BLALOCK ESTATE
 FLORENCE STEELE ESTATE
 FLOYD B PRUE ESTATE
 FLOYD D BRIM ESTATE
 FRANCES A WOODRING ESTATE
 FRANCES C DURRETT ESTATE
 FRANCES E MITCHELL ESTATE
 FRANCES E WEAVEL ESTATE
 FRANCES GILDEMEISTER ESTATE
 FRANCES H HIGGINS ESTATE
 FRANCES O HOLDING ESTATE
 FRANCES TALLCHIEF ROBERTS
 FRANCIS G MILLER ESTATE
 FRANCIS NEAL
 FRANCIS T SIMPKINS ESTATE
 FRANCIS WHEELER
 FRANK E FUGATE ESTATE
 FRANK FLETCHER
 FRANK PETTUS
 FRANKIE P DODSON ESTATE
 FRANKLIN HICKMAN ESTATE
 FRANKLIN L BEST ESTATE
 FRANKLIN L MURRAY
 FRED E CUNNINGHAM ESTATE
 FRED E MAYSE ESTATE
 FRED HLU LA TSA KEH KENNY
 FRED L MCCOLLUM ESTATE
 FREDA K BIGHEART ESTATE
 FREDA LEE KIPP PRATT
 FREDA M COPPERFIELD ESTATE
 FREDDIE E BIGHORSE
 FREDERICK C HAMILTON ESTATE
 FREDERICK C HASSMAN III ESTATE
 FREDERICK E MARSHALL ESTATE
 FREDERICK HLU AH SHU TSA RED 
EAGLE
 FREDERICK MAKER ESTATE
 FREDRICK WALKER ESTATE
 GARY B CLAWSON ESTATE
 GARY GRAVES ESTATE
 GARY J WILLIS ESTATE
 GENA L THOMAS ESTATE
 GENEVA HAMILTON ESTATE
 GENEVA LLEWELLYN ESTATE
 GENEVIEVE STROM ESTATE
 GEORGE B SMITH
 GEORGE BIGHEART ESTATE
 GEORGE C MAYSE ESTATE
 GEORGE F WILLIAMS ESTATE
 GEORGE H DAVIS
 GEORGE MELVIN CROSSLAND
 GEORGE PITTS
 GEORGE PRATT III ESTATE
 GEORGE R HOLEMAN ESTATE
 GEORGE R PETTIT ESTATE
 GEORGE RICHARD KIPP
 GEORGE ROBERT CARTER
 GEORGE TALLCHIEF ESTATE
 GEORGE TAYLOR ESTATE
 GEORGE V LABADIE ESTATE
 GEORGE W HARROLD ESTATE
 GEORGE W SMITH ESTATE
 GEORGIA GRAY
 GEORGIA L SCHARNHORST ESTATE
 GEORGIA P THOMAS ESTATE
 GEORGIA R LONE ESTATE
 GERALD J REVARD ESTATE
 GERALD OGLESBY
 GERALDINE L COUCH ESTATE
 GERTRUDE F SROUFE
 GLADYS WARE
 GLADYS WHITEHEAD ESTATE
 GLORIA M BARKER ESTATE
 GLORIA M CHESHEWALLA ESTATE
 GLORIA S EZELL ESTATE
 GOLDIE J GRIFFIN ESTATE
 GRA TAH SU AH
 GRACE B BUTLER
 GRACE BIG ELK ESTATE
 GRACE E MASHUNKASHEY
 GRACE ENTOKA ABBOTT
 GURNEY CANNON ESTATE
 GUY LESSERT ESTATE
 GWENDOLYN F JAVINE ESTATE
 HALL GOODE
 HALL GOODE E GRO OP PE
 HAROLD KASTL ESTATE
 HAROLD L LASARGE ESTATE
 HAROLD LITTLE BEAR ESTATE
 HAROLD WEST
 HAROLD WEST
 HARRIETT H SHADLOW ESTATE
 HARRIETTA CROSSLAND
 HARRISON MCKINLEY
 HARRISON MCKINLEY
 HARRY BOLTON ESTATE
 HARRY E BRUCE ESTATE
 HARRY F HARVEY ESTATE
 HARRY H DRYMON ESTATE
 HARRY POTTER ESTATE
 HARRY RED EAGLE
 HARRY SMITH
 HARRY TALLCHIEF
 HATTIE WHITEHORN ESTATE
 HAYS BIG EAGLE
 HAZEL B SNODGRASS ESTATE
 HAZEL BRUCE ESTATE
 HAZEL CHAPMAN ESTATE
 HAZEL M RAINWATER ESTATE
 HAZEL MARY LOHAH
 HE AH TO ME
 HE AH TO ME
 HE AH TO ME
 HE SHA AH HLE
 HEIRS MARY JOSEPHINE KIPP 
SEMONS
 HEIRS OF DARRYLE NORMAN JAKE 
KIPP
 HEIRS OF EDWARD RED EAGLE
 HEIRS OF FREDA LEE KIPP PRATT
 HEIRS OF HAZEL LOHAH HARPER
 HEIRS OF LESLEY JEANNETTE HOL-
LAND
 HEIRS OF ROSE LEE LOHAH JAKE
 HELEN A CHILDERS ESTATE
 HELEN A WARRINER ESTATE
 HELEN B HAMILTON ESTATE
 HELEN L HATFIELD ESTATE
 HELEN MORTON BEAR

 HELEN PRATT MATIN
 HELEN SMITH ESTATE
 HELEN TALL CHIEF
 HELEN TOWNER CONNER
 HELEN Y CARLIN ESTATE
 HENRIETTA MCKINLEY
 HENRY A RICHEY ESTATE
 HENRY A TANKERSLEY ESTATE
 HENRY E CLAYTON ESTATE
 HENRY LOHAH NE WAL LA
 HENRY MCKINLEY
 HENRY RED EAGLE CHE SHO SHIN 
KAH
 HENRY ROAN ESTATE
 HENRY T HASKELL ESTATE
 HENRY V GRAMMER ESTATE
 HERBERT BROKEY
 HERBERT LABADIE ESTATE
 HERBERT PITTS
 HERMAN ROACH ESTATE
 HERSCHEL S GRIMSLEY ESTATE
 HILLARY D WILLIAMS ESTATE
 HLU AH TO ME
 HOMER J BUFFALOHIDE JR ESTATE
 HOPE CO SHE HE
 HOWARD BENJAMIN MARTIN
 HOWARD FRANCIS GRAVES
 HOWARD WEST
 HOWARD WOLF ESTATE
 HUGH L KINKEAD ESTATE
 HUM PAH TO KAH
 HUM PAH TO KAH
 IDA B WOODY ESTATE
 IDA BIGHORSE
 IDA J EVANS ESTATE
 IDA L LECLAIR ESTATE
 IDA M ANTHONY ESTATE
 IDA M FENTON ESTATE
 IDA M GRANT ESTATE
 IDA M IRELAND ESTATE
 IDA MAE PENN
 IDA MICHELLE
 IMOGENE JEFFERSON
 IRA HAMILTON
 IRENE BOCKIUS ESTATE
 IRENE ESSLEY ESTATE
 IRENE HENDERSON
 IRENE WATERMAN ESTATE
 ISAAC W BOULANGER ESTATE
 ISADORE ROGERS ESTATE
 ISAIAH R LASLEY
 JACK CHOUTEAU ESTATE
 JACK I MIKELS ESTATE
 JACK LABELLE ESTATE
 JACK T STEELE ESTATE
 JACOB D BOWHAN ESTATE
 JACQUELINE A BROWN ESTATE
 JACQUELINE V SEYMOUR ESTATE
 JAMES B BOLINGER ESTATE
 JAMES B CROSSLAND
 JAMES C BARKLEY ESTATE
 JAMES C MCGRAW ESTATE
 JAMES C RUDD ESTATE
 JAMES D MORRELL ESTATE
 JAMES E BECKETT ESTATE
 JAMES E BIGHEART
 JAMES E DENOYA ESTATE
 JAMES F JAMES ESTATE
 JAMES F LABADIE ESTATE
 JAMES G BEATY ESTATE
 JAMES G BLAINE
 JAMES G BLAINE
 JAMES J DODDS ESTATE
 JAMES MARTIN JR ESTATE
 JAMES R MCCOY ESTATE
 JAMES R MOSIER ESTATE
 JAMES T HUTCHINSON ESTATE
 JAMES TAYRIEN ESTATE
 JAMES W BURKHART ESTATE
 JAMES W MCKINLEY
 JAMISON BEAR ESTATE
 JAN L SHACKELFORD ESTATE
 JANE M REYNOLDS ESTATE
 JANICE A BROWN ESTATE
 JAY D SUMMERS ESTATE
 JEANNA DORSEY ESTATE
 JENNIE A MURRAY ESTATE
 JENNIE SPENCER RED EAGLE
 JIM WOLFE
 JO A BANFIELD ESTATE
 JO A LOVE ESTATE
 JO ANN BOUTWELL ESTATE
 JOAN DAVISON ESTATE
 JOAN E IRON ESTATE
 JOAN HINKLE ESTATE
 JOE E QUINTON ESTATE
 JOE L HOXSEY ESTATE
 JOE SHUNKAMOLAH JR
 JOHN A MATHEWS III ESTATE
 JOHN A TALLCHIEF ESTATE
 JOHN ABBOTT
 JOHN B PAPPIN ESTATE
 JOHN BIGHEART
 JOHN C CULVER ESTATE
 JOHN C STEVENS JR
 JOHN CALVIN WEST ESTATE
 JOHN COSHEHE
 JOHN COSHEHE ESTATE
 JOHN DIRICKSON ESTATE
 JOHN DYKE BLACKBIRD
 JOHN E ESCHRICH ESTATE
 JOHN E FOX ESTATE
 JOHN F LYNN ESTATE
 JOHN F MORRELL
 JOHN F MURPHY ESTATE
 JOHN H HOPPER JR ESTATE
 JOHN J BURKE JR ESTATE
 JOHN J MATHEWS ESTATE
 JOHN J SILAS ESTATE
 JOHN KEMOHAH
 JOHN KENNY
 JOHN L HILDEBRAND ESTATE
 JOHN L MASHUNKASHEY
 JOHN M CUNNINGHAM III ESTATE
 JOHN MORRELL ESTATE
 JOHN OBERLY
 JOHN P GOFF II ESTATE
 JOHN P LEIGH ESTATE
 JOHN P MCCLISH II ESTATE
 JOHN R BEATY ESTATE
 JOHN R ROGERS ESTATE
 JOHN R TOWNSEND ESTATE
 JOHN S NEELY ESTATE
 JOHN SHAW JR ESTATE
 JOHN SMITH
 JOHN TALLCHIEF ESTATE
 JOHN TRUMBLY ESTATE
 JOHN W CASON ESTATE
 JOHN W ELLIS ESTATE
 JOHN WHITEHORN JR ESTATE
 JOHNIA J MASHUNKASHEY ESTATE
 JOHNIE M STANCAMPIANO
 JONAH LECLAIR ESTATE
 JOSEPH A QUINTON ESTATE
 JOSEPH A REVARD ESTATE
 JOSEPH ABBOTT
 JOSEPH BATES HUN KAH
 JOSEPH BIGHORSE
 JOSEPH C MACKEY ESTATE
 JOSEPH COX WAH TSA AH TAH
 JOSEPH E CHESHEWALLA ESTATE
 JOSEPH L REVARD ESTATE
 JOSEPH M PYLE JR ESTATE
 JOSEPH MASON
 JOSEPH MCKENZIE ESTATE
 JOSEPH MILLS
 JOSEPH PERRIER ESTATE
 JOSEPH SHUN KAH MOLAH WAH SHIN 
KAH
 JOSEPHINE BUTLER
 JOSEPHINE CLAREMORE WALKER
 JOSEPHINE COSHEHE ESTATE
 JOSEPHINE DENOYA CARROLL 
HEARTY
 JOSEPHINE GAY ESTATE
 JOSEPHINE GOODE TILLMAN ESTATE
 JOSEPHINE HENDERSON
 JOSEPHINE HOWARD ESTATE
 JOSEPHINE HOWARD TRUSTEE

 JOSEPHINE JUMP ESTATE
 JOSEPHINE LOHAH KIPP MO SE CHE 
HE
 JOSHUA J PAPPIN ESTATE
 JOSHUA T MELTON ESTATE
 JOSHUA W VINCENT ESTATE
 JOY D VEIT ESTATE
 JOY T BUTTMAN ESTATE
 JUANITA TALLCHIEF ESTATE
 JUANITA W WEST ESTATE
 JUDITH A TURNAGE ESTATE
 JUDITH CECILE JAKE
 JUDITH K WEST ESTATE
 JUDY J RIDGE MEEKS ESTATE
 JULIA A DEAL
 JULIA A P MASHUNKASHEY
 JULIA D MASON ESTATE
 JULIA DEAL
 JULIA J BOHANNAN ESTATE
 JULIA L LEWIS ESTATE
 JULIA L SULLIVAN ESTATE
 JULIA LOOKOUT RED EAGLE
 JULIA MASHUNKASHEY MAY
 KAREN D KELLEY ESTATE
 KAREN K DEMOSS
 KAREN K PROCTOR ESTATE
 KATE MCCORMICK ESTATE
 KATE NAH KAH SAH ME WHITEHORN 
BARK
 KATHERINE CLARK HAWKINS
 KATHERINE HOPPER ESTATE
 KATHERINE M MAKER ESTATE
 KATHERINE M SEIG ESTATE
 KATHERINE MAKER ESTATE
 KATHLEEN C MEADOWS ESTATE
 KATHLEEN CONNER ESTATE
 KATHLEEN E BARNHART ESTATE
 KATHLEEN RECTOR
 KATHRYN M ADKISSON ESTATE
 KAYE LOWRY ESTATE
 KENNETH C LOGAN ESTATE
 KENNETH E BAILEY ESTATE
 KENNETH E PAPPIN ESTATE
 KENNETH H ROBINS ESTATE
 KENNETH HASKELL
 KENNETH J JUMP ESTATE
 KENNETH JUMP
 KENNETH L PEERY JR
 KENNETH L TERRILL ESTATE
 KENNETH W MARSHALL ESTATE
 KIMBERLY K BELLIEU ESTATE
 L F JOHNSON ESTATE
 LA RUE B SCHUTZ ESTATE
 LABAN MILE JR ESTATE
 LANCE C LABELLE ESTATE
 LARRY D CLAWSON ESTATE
 LARRY E MCGRAW ESTATE
 LARRY ELSWORTH JENT ESTATE
 LAURA L PITTS ESTATE
 LAURA SHANNON ESTATE
 LAVAHN M CLAPP ESTATE
 LAVARIA B WHEELER ESTATE
 LAWRENCE L BARBER ESTATE
 LAWRENCE P MURRAY ESTATE
 LAWRENCE R BIGHORSE ESTATE
 LAWTON M DIAL ESTATE
 LAYMAN BAKEN ESTATE
 LEA ANNE DAVIS ESTATE
 LELA M BIG CHIEF
 LENORA HAMILTON
 LEO C MCGRAW JR ESTATE
 LEON C PENN JR ESTATE
 LEON E BOULANGER ESTATE
 LEONA R EVERITT ESTATE
 LEONA R WOLFE
 LEONARD M MAKER ESTATE
 LEONARD R MAKER ESTATE
 LEROY E LOGAN ESTATE
 LEROY E LOGAN JR ESTATE
 LEROY MAKER ESTATE
 LEROY N CASS
 LEROY W THOMPSON JR ESTATE
 LESTER B ANDERSON ESTATE
 LESTER LEO CONNER
 LETHA M WADE
 LEWIS HASKELL
 LILAH C CALLAHAN ESTATE
 LILLIAN C DAVIS ESTATE
 LILLIAN COPENHAVER ESTATE
 LILLIE A NON TO OP PE WAGOSHEN-
ORRIS
 LILLIE BIGHORSE
 LILLIE BURKHART ESTATE
 LILLIE M ROBEDEAUX ESTATE
 LILLIE NORRIS ESTATE
 LINCOLN R DORSEY ESTATE
 LINDA M WOODHALL ESTATE
 LINDA N CHILDRESS ESTATE
 LLOYD H VINNEDGE JR ESTATE
 LO TAH SAH
 LOCAWANA M INGRAM ESTATE
 LORAN D WHITEHORN ESTATE
 LORENA BOBBITT ESTATE
 LORENA H MASHBURN
 LORENA WOOD LOOKOUT
 LORENZO STABLER ESTATE
 LORETTA J HENRY ESTATE
 LOTTIE P KIPP ESTATE
 LOU D PETTIT ESTATE
 LOU PARRISH ESTATE
 LOUIS B DAILEY II ESTATE
 LOUIS BIGHORSE
 LOUIS BOREN
 LOUIS C WALKER ESTATE
 LOUIS F BURNS ESTATE
 LOUIS L KENNEDY ESTATE
 LOUIS PAHSETOPAH ESTATE
 LOUIS PERRIER ESTATE
 LOUISA HURLEY ESTATE
 LOUISE BIG CHIEF MAKER HEKAH-
MONKAH
 LOUISE F JOHNSON ESTATE
 LOUISE KENWORTHY
 LOUISE M CARPENTER ESTATE
 LOUISE PRATT NEWALLA
 LOUISE R WILKIN ESTATE
 LOUISE V LESSERT ESTATE
 LUCRETIA MASHUNKASHEY HUNTER
 LUCY B LOGAN ESTATE
 LUELLAN OVERSTREET ESTATE
 LUTHER HARVEY
 LYDIA C MONCRAVIE ESTATE
 LYDIA R BOSTICK ESTATE
 MABEL H GILBERT ESTATE
 MABEL P ESCHRICH ESTATE
 MABLE HASKELL OHLER ME GRA TO 
ME
 MACK G REVARD ESTATE
 MADELINE REVARD ESTATE
 MAE J KITCHEN ESTATE
 MAE LAKE ESTATE
 MAGELLA GREEN ESTATE
 MAGELLA WAH SHAH SHE ME TSA HE
 MAGGIE GOODE ESTATE
 MAMIE BIG EAGLE
 MAMIE L COLLINS ESTATE
 MAMIE MASHUNKASHEY KEITH
 MARCELLUS E BIGGOOSE ESTATE
 MARCH WIND ESTATE
 MARCIA J KEELE ESTATE
 MARCIA J SINCLAIR ESTATE
 MARGARET BARKER ESTATE
 MARGARET J DANIELS ESTATE
 MARGARET MERCER ESTATE
 MARGARET R MASON ESTATE
 MARGARET S CONOVER ESTATE
 MARGARET STABLER
 MARGUERITE LYNN ESTATE
 MARIE A KOOPMAN ESTATE
 MARIE ANDERSON ESTATE
 MARILYN B PURSELL ESTATE
 MARILYN HASKELL WANN LCA ES-
TATE
 MARION CO SHE HE
 MARJORIE LESAGE ESTATE
 MARK L MARTIN ESTATE

See Cobell
—Continued  on Page 13
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Romaine Bernard 
Shackelford was 
born in San Di-
ego, Calif., on Oct. 
2, 1928. He is 87 

years old. 
He studied two years in col-

lege, worked for Phillips Petro-
leum where he worked in the 
computing department work-
ing with punch cards until he 
retired. He has five children 
with Ruth Hopper from Hominy 
and many grandchildren. His 
parents are Manuel Romaine 
Shackelford and Juanita Har-
rison, his grandparents are Ben 
Harrison and Minnie Harrison. 
He is from the Zon-Zo-li’n Dis-
trict from Hominy. He is a life 
member of Veterans Foreign 
Wars and a past member of Post 
198. He is the last living mem-
ber of the Osage Gourd Clan. 

Osage News: What are some 
of the most important lessons 
you have learned in your life?

Romaine Shackelford: Not 
too many, I made several bad 
choices. I think probably the 
best thing that ever happened 
to me was getting shipped off to 
the Indian school in Wyandotte, 
then to Haskell Indian School in 
Kansas.

ON: What would you say are 
the major values or principles 
that you live by?

RS: I try to be honest and 
kind, to a fault. 

ON: How has the Osage Na-
tion evolved in your lifetime? 

RS: Well, all the Indians died 
in my lifetime, there was a lot 
of full bloods; now they are all 
gone. 

ON: Do you like the new gov-
ernment? What do you think 
the Osages of your youth would 
think about the new govern-
ment?

RS: Yeah, I don’t understand 
all the things they do but you 
have to trust them. The Osag-
es from my youth probably 
wouldn’t like it. 

ON: What are the differences 
in the In-Lon-Schka today from 
when you were young? Do you 
like the changes?

RS: It’s a lot bigger. When 
I started dancing, if they had 
20 dancers then they had a lot 
of dancers. Now it is 200, they 
have a lot of dancers now but not 
too many good dancers. When I 
was young they had good danc-
ers. You didn’t invite the other 
districts to the dances, you told 
them when it was and they were 
to come but you didn’t invite 
them. 

ON: What District are you 
from, what is your Osage name 
and when did you start dancing 
at In-Lon-Schka? 

RS: Hominy District, Zon-
Zo-Li’n. La To Ma Sai means 
Iron Hawk, I started dancing at 
about 12 or 13. 

ON: Who roached you for the 
In-Lon-Schka? 

RS: Harry Redeagle

ON: What is your favorite 
thing about the In-Lon-Schka 
and why?

RS: It’s tradition and I have 
always tried to support them, 
it’s about all we have left, is that 
dance. 

ON: What is your favorite 
Osage food?

RS: Hominy

ON: Who are your heroes?
RS: My granddad, Ben Har-

rison

ON: What are you most proud 
of?

RS: I lived to be 87, I guess.

ON: What is your earliest 
memory?

RS: I remember when I was 
four, just bits and pieces.

ON: Who or what did you love 
the most?

RS: I guess the In-Lon-Schka, 
I did it most for my kids.

ON: What was your favor-
ite thing to do for fun (movies, 
beach, etc.)?

RS: I liked going to the mov-
ies but there wasn’t as much to 
do when I was a kid, we had to 
find our entertainment outside. 

ON: What was your favorite 
decade and why?

RS: 1940s, I was going to high 
school and went to the army and 
to college.

ON: What did you do in the 
Army?

RS: I was a medic for almost 
three years in World War II. 

ON: What world events had 
the most impact on you?

RS: World War II

ON: What do you remember 
about World War II?

RS: It was an exciting time, 
everything was busy and excit-
ing, the transportation was ter-
rible but something was always 
going on.

ON: How would you like to be 
remembered?

RS: It don’t really matter.

ON: What would you tell your 
20-year-old self?

RS: Don’t drink, that is for 
sure, it will give you problems.

ON: What do you like about 
art and being an artist?

RS: Well, I have always liked 
art, it always fascinated me and 
in my early 20’s I decided to see 
what I could do. I went to a sta-
tionary store and didn’t know 
what to buy so I bought a lot 
of stuff. I taught myself how to 
paint and then I taught myself 
how to be a sculptor. Private col-
lectors have bought some of my 
stuff, so has the Gilcrease Mu-
seum and Southwestern Plains 
Museum. I did the layout for 
the Osage Seal. I did several 
sketches of it and the artist did 
the artwork for it, but he used 
one of my sketches, sometime in 
the 1950s.

ON: Do you remember when 
photos were allowed in the arbor? 

RS: Yes, that was when they 
used flash bulbs and they would 
leave the glass on the ground 
and people stepped on it. And 
then they got out in the dancers 
way, trying to take a picture so 
it was stopped. I am sure people 
still do it but I don’t have a prob-
lem with it.

Courtesy Photo

Romaine Shackelford

Courtesy Photo

Romaine Shackelford with his sons Anthony, Mike 
and Harrison.

Courtesy Photo

Romaine Shackelford and the late Reuben DeRoin make 
their way to the dance arbor at Hominy In-Lon-Schka.

Courtesy Photo

Romaine Shackelford and his son Harrison, with 
his grandson, Mason Shackelford. 

Courtesy Photo

Romaine Shackelford and three of his sons. From L to R: Harrison, Anthony and Mike Shackelford.

Courtesy Photo

Portrait of Romaine Shackelford at this home in  
Pawhuska.
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TOP: The youngest of the ballet students dance across the stage at Dance 
Maker Academy’s first recital at the Constantine Theater in Pawhuska on 
May 29.

LEFT: Lilliana Guillen prepares to bow to an adoring public at the Con-
stantine Theater in Pawhuska on May 29. Osage-owned Dance Maker 
Academy held its first recital for their students. 

BOTTOM: Jenna Smith, Osage tribal member and owner/dance instructor 
for Dance Maker Academy, congratulates her students at their first recital 
held at the Constantine Theater on May 29 in Pawhuska.

Osage
Ballet
R E C I T A L

R
TARA MADDEN / OSAGE NEWS

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

Native American graduating seniors of Woodland High School received Pendleton Blankets from Tammy and Richard Lux at the Woodland JOM graduation celebration held May 1 
in Grayhorse. 
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CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

Vietnam Veteran, Corporal John Henry Mashunkashey, was honored as Veteran of the Week 
by the Oklahoma Legislature on the House floor at the Oklahoma State Capitol on May 5.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

LEFT: Alissa Hamilton, Hominy High School 
student and member of the Zon-Zo-Li’n Dis-
trict, was crowned the 2015-2016 Osage Tribal 
Princess at this year’s Osage Tribal Princess So-
rority Honor Dance held at the Osage County 
Fairgrounds in Pawhuska on May 31. Katelynn 
Pipestem ends her reign and will be beginning 
her freshman year at Oklahoma State Univer-
sity in the fall.

BENNY POLACCA/ Osage News

BELOW: Participants of all ages run, jog or walk 
during the May 30 Osage Nation Run for the 
Health of It 5K in Pawhuska, which is spon-
sored by the Communities of Excellence and 
health division. This year’s participants includ-
ed Cherise Lookout (center) and Elaine Hight 
(far right) while Ross Mashunkashey (left) 
helped patrol the run with other ON health di-
vision workers.

Stepson, Redcorn, and 
Brock honored by ON
Elders Nutrition program
Benny Polacca
Osage News

This year, the Osage Na-
tion’s Elder Nutrition Pro-
gram recognized outgoing 
Osage Tribal Museum em-
ployees Kathryn Redcorn and 
Lou Brock as well as ON Trial 
Court Chief Judge Marvin 
Stepson for their participation 
in the senior meal program.

On May 15, the Elder Nu-
trition Program (previously 
titled Title IV/ Senior Servic-
es) held its annual Honor the 
Elders luncheon and selected 
Redcorn, Brock and Stepson 
as this year’s honorees. Those 
three received personalized 
plaques from the Elder Nutri-
tion employees. 

Also that day, the elder and 
public attendees of the lun-
cheon gathered in front of the 
Elder Nutrition building and 
released about 300 helium 
balloons into the sky as part 
of honoring the elders, like in 
previous years.

Brock and Stepson ex-
pressed their gratitude for 
the awards during the event. 
Redcorn was absent due to an 
Osage Minerals Council meet-
ing that day. Redcorn retired 
this spring as Osage Tribal 
Museum director but contin-
ues to serve on the OMC after 
winning election in June 2014. 
She also served on the First 
OMC from 2006 to 2010.

Brock, who served as mu-
seum senior researcher and 
interim museum director fol-
lowing Redcorn’s departure, 
also announced his retirement 
and his last day was May 19.

Stepson is serving his third 
term as Chief Trial Court 
Judge. The First ON Congress 
confirmed Stepson as judge af-
ter the reformed 2006 Osage 
government launched. He won 
the retention vote for judge in 
the 2010 and 2014 elections.  

The Elder Nutrition Program 
holds the Honor the Elders 
event each May in accordance 
with Older Americans Month 

established by President John 
F. Kennedy in 1963.

According to the federal Ad-
ministration for Community 
Living website: “Historically, 
Older Americans Month has 
been a time to acknowledge the 
contributions of past and cur-
rent older persons to our coun-
try, in particular those who 
defended our country. Every 
President since Kennedy has 
issued a formal proclamation 
during or before the month of 
May asking that the entire na-

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The Osage Nation’s Elder Nutrition 
Program honored former Osage 
Tribal Museum head researcher 
Lou Brock on May 15.

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

The Osage Nation’s Elder Nutrition 
Program honored Osage Minerals 
Councilwoman Kathryn Red Corn 
on May 15.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The Osage Nation’s Elder Nutrition 
Program honored Chief Trial Court 
Judge Marvin Stepson on May 15.

tion pay tribute in some way 
to older persons in their com-
munities. Older Americans 
Month is celebrated across the 
country through ceremonies, 
events, fairs, and other such 
activities.”

The ON Elders Nutrition 
Program cooks and distributes 
weekday lunch meals to elder 
Osages and Native Americans 
living in Osage County. The 
program also serves congre-
gate meals to the public at its 
building located at 350 Senior 

Dr. in the ON senior housing 
complex in Pawhuska. Sug-
gested donation fees are col-
lected for those who order 
congregate meals to-go or eat 
in-person.

For more information on 
the Elder Nutrition Program 
and meals, contact the office 
at (918) 287-5454 or visit the 
website for a printable lunch 
menu for the current month 
at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/elder-nutrition
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 MARLENE WARE ESTATE
 MARSHALL J STYLL ESTATE
 MARTHA A WILLIS ESTATE
 MARTHA H CHAMBLESS ESTATE
 MARTHA J KINNEY ESTATE
 MARTHA J LEWIS ESTATE
 MARTHA J NELSON ESTATE
 MARTHA M MONSOUR ESTATE
 MARTHA P OBERLY ESTATE
 MARTHA PRYOR
 MARTHA R THOMPSON ESTATE
 MARTIN A MANZER ESTATE
 MARVIN E WILLIAMS ESTATE
 MARVIN KENWORTHY ESTATE
 MARVIN LASLEY
 MARVIN RIDGE
 MARVIN STEPSON
 MARY A SMAJO ESTATE
 MARY A STOTZER ESTATE
 MARY A SWARTZ ESTATE
 MARY A THORNGATE ESTATE
 MARY C GRAY ESTATE
 MARY C HENDERSON
 MARY C KENNEDY ESTATE
 MARY C TERRILL ESTATE
 MARY CARPENTER ESTATE
 MARY D KENDALL ESTATE
 MARY DREXIL WAH KO SAH MOIE
 MARY E FISH ESTATE
 MARY E MARTIN ESTATE
 MARY E SMITH ESTATE
 MARY E TINKER TRUST
 MARY F HAYES ESTATE
 MARY F MOORE ESTATE
 MARY G REYNOLDS ESTATE
 MARY I JEFFERSON ESTATE
 MARY J BRYANT ESTATE
 MARY J GOINS
 MARY J NICOLARSEN ESTATE
 MARY J WESSLING ESTATE
 MARY JOSEPHINE KIPP
 MARY L AGUILERA ESTATE
 MARY L ARENZ ESTATE
 MARY L BARNES ESTATE
 MARY L HAMLIN ESTATE
 MARY L KOUTELAS ESTATE
 MARY L MASHUNKASHEY ESTATE
 MARY L MONGRAIN ESTATE
 MARY L SIVLEY ESTATE
 MARY M WHEELER
 MARY MAH GRAH LUM PAH MORRELL
 MARY MILLER KENNEDY
 MARY MORTON WEST KENWORTHY
 MARY NELL WEBSTER
 MARY O TAYRIEN
 MARY P KELARESTAGHI
 MARY PITTS GILPIN
 MARY RED EAGLE
 MARY ROSE COSHEHE
 MARY ROSE REVARD
 MARY RUSSELL ESTATE
 MARY TURLEY ESTATE
 MARY WAH SOP PY WAH KAH RED 
EAGLE
 MARY WHITESELL ESTATE
 MAURICE C MURRAY ESTATE
 MAURICE J BARNES ESTATE
 MAVIS HARDEN
 MAY PETTUS
 MAY RUSK
 MCKINNEY BENJAMIN MAXWELL ES-
TATE
 ME HUN KAH
 ME TSA HE
 MERRY L CROWE ESTATE
 MICHAEL A BURRIS ESTATE
 MICHAEL B JARVIS ESTATE
 MICHAEL J QUANT ESTATE
 MICHAEL P HURLEY ESTATE
 MICHAEL T CLAYTON
 MICHEAL PRATT ESTATE
 MICHELLE H RITCHEY ESTATE
 MILDRED M GILLERT ESTATE

 MILDRED P GEIL ESTATE
 MILLARD M SECREST JR ESTATE
 MINCY WADDELL ESTATE
 MINNIE BIGHORSE FLETCHER 
WASHABAUGH
 MOLLY A MCKINLEY ESTATE
 MONICA L CARTWRIGHT ESTATE
 MONICA RAE LASLEY
 MONICA V MORAN ESTATE
 MOSES BACON RIND
 MYRON A REDEAGLE ESTATE
 MYRON BANGS
 MYRON H PEACE ESTATE
 MYRTA R HARRISON ESTATE
 MYRTLE C LOVE ESTATE
 NADINE P BAKER TRUST ESTATE
 NAN G BRETTNER
 NANCY L REBER ESTATE
 NAOMI DAVIS BRAVE ESTATE
 NATALIE DIANE HARLAN
 NATALIE N MASSEY
 NATHANIEL BIGSOLDIER JR ESTATE
 NELLIE MORRELL ESTATE
 NELLIE ROACH ESTATE
 NELLIE WHITE ESTATE
 NELSON ROUGH FACE ESTATE
 NETTIE K TINKER ESTATE
 NETTIE L LUTTRELL ESTATE
 NETTIE MCCARTHY
 NINA S SHERIDAN ESTATE
 NORA L STANDINGBEAR ESTATE
 NORMA FRALICK ESTATE
 NORMA J JACKSON ESTATE
 NORMAN J STEWART ESTATE
 OLA M SIMPKINS ESTATE
 OLAND KEMBLE ESTATE
 OLEN P WASHINGTON ESTATE
 OLIVER TRUMBLY ESTATE
 OLIVIA D FREE ESTATE
 OLIVIA D THOMPSON ESTATE
 OMER L JEFFERSON
 ORA HENDRICKS ESTATE
 ORA WASSOM ESTATE
 OREN F SIMPKINS
 OSCAR LOGAN JR ESTATE
 OSCAR WHITEWING
 OTIS ALBERT PENN
 OTIS C MORAGO ESTATE
 OTIS G CROSBY ESTATE
 OTTO HAMILTON
 PAH PU SON TSA
 PAH SE TO PAH
 PAMELA D HERREN ESTATE
 PATRICIA A GORDON
 PATRICIA A KINNEY ESTATE
 PATRICIA D PEREZ
 PATRICIA P JIRON ESTATE
 PATRICK K CASE ESTATE
 PATRICK M TRUMBLY JR
 PATRICK S FIELDS
 PAUL D MARSHALL ESTATE
 PAUL J CLOTE ESTATE
 PAUL PEACE ESTATE
 PAUL RED EAGLE
 PAUL W PITTS
 PAULA J DEAN ESTATE
 PEARL B MACCAGNAN ESTATE
 PEARL CLEM ESTATE
 PEARL KEEFE ESTATE
 PEARL M BUFFALO CAYOU
 PEARL MCKINLEY ESTATE
 PEGGY BIG EAGLE
 PERRY E ELLIOT ESTATE
 PERRY EDWARD HUDSON
 PETE A LAZELLE
 PETE LAZELLE
 PETER CLARK
 PETER J WILLIS ESTATE
 PHILLIP E FERGUSON ESTATE
 PHILLIP H DAUGHERTY ESTATE
 PHILLIP L CANVILLE ESTATE
 PHILLIP L HUTCHINSON ESTATE
 PHILLIP LECLAIR ESTATE
 PHILLIP S WALLER
 PHYLLIS J CAMPBELL ESTATE
 PIERCE ST JOHN
 PIERCE ST JOHN JR ESTATE
 PRESTON MORRELL ESTATE

 PUN Q TAH
 QUARLES BATES
 RANDY BIGHEART REVOCABLE TRUST
 RAVEN H FALLIN ESTATE
 RAYMOND A LASLEY SR ESTATE
 RAYMOND E BAILEY ESTATE
 RAYMOND K POSTELWAIT ESTATE
 RAYMOND KIPP
 RAYMOND L JAVINE ESTATE
 RAYMOND LASLEY
 REBECCA D COLE ESTATE
 RHODA WHEELER RIDGE
 RHODENA L THORNTON ESTATE
 RICHARD A GREANY ESTATE
 RICHARD C HARRISON ESTATE
 RICHARD C SIMS ESTATE
 RICHARD CANNON ESTATE
 RICHARD E MARSH ESTATE
 RICHARD F TERRILL
 RICHARD FIREWALK
 RICHARD G RUSSELL ESTATE
 RICHARD KENNY ESTATE
 RICHARD L FINN ESTATE
 RICHARD L WESLEY ESTATE
 RICHARD M DEL ORIER ESTATE
 RICHARD M MCCOY ESTATE
 RICHARD RUSK
 RICHARD W FREEMAN ESTATE
 RICK DEWAYNE DODSON
 RIPLEY BERRYHILL
 RITA J LUCIANI ESTATE
 RITA M MCGRAW ESTATE
 ROBERT C BOONE ESTATE
 ROBERT C BRUCE ESTATE
 ROBERT DELOS PETTIT
 ROBERT E POST ESTATE
 ROBERT E RICHARDSON ESTATE
 ROBERT E WALKER ESTATE
 ROBERT EVERETT SROUFE
 ROBERT F REVELETTE ESTATE
 ROBERT F TURNER ESTATE
 ROBERT FITCH REVARD ESTATE
 ROBERT J TAYRIEN ESTATE
 ROBERT L CRUTCHFIELD ESTATE
 ROBERT L DONELSON JR ESTATE
 ROBERT L LASARGE ESTATE
 ROBERT L MCCLURE SR ESTATE
 ROBERT L PERRIER JR ESTATE
 ROBERT O MORRELL ESTATE
 ROBERT R BROWN ESTATE
 ROBERT S BIGHORSE ESTATE
 ROBERT W LESSERT ESTATE
 ROBERT W PITTS ESTATE
 ROBERTA M BOULANGER ESTATE
 ROGER O GROCE ESTATE
 ROJAN J DISPARTE ESTATE
 ROLAND C HAMPTON ESTATE
 ROLLO J BELLMARD ESTATE
 RONALD A MORROW ESTATE
 RONALD B WALLER
 RONALD D BOULANGER ESTATE
 RONALD GENE LAYBANK
 ROSA KIRK PIPESTEM
 ROSA M JONES ESTATE
 ROSA MONCRAVIE ESTATE
 ROSABELL H MAURER ESTATE
 ROSE E BRADSHAW ESTATE
 ROSE L GATES
 ROSE M HARRIS ESTATE
 ROSE M SUDIE CLEVENGER ESTATE
 ROSE MASON
 ROSE RED EAGLE
 ROSS MAKER ESTATE
 ROY F TYNER ESTATE
 ROYAL E THORNTON ESTATE
 RUBY A BIGHORSE ESTATE
 RUBY A BROOKS ESTATE
 RUBY BIG CHIEF HOKIAHSE GRA TO 
ME
 RUBY I FINNEY ESTATE
 RUBY T ROY ESTATE
 RUBY WEBB WILSON
 RUDOLPH JAMES MCKINLEY
 RUSSELL ALAN LAYBANK
 RUSSELL L CROSSLAND ESTATE
 RUSSELL WARRIOR JR ESTATE
 RUTH DEROIN ESTATE
 RUTH FERGUSON RUSSELL DEROIN

 RUTH HOKIAHSE
 RUTH REVARD
 SADIE M LOOKOUT ESTATE
 SAMMIE L POPLIN ESTATE
 SAMMY L COWAN ESTATE
 SAMUEL NOTAH JR ESTATE
 SAMUEL WHITEHORN
 SARAH L SIMMONS ESTATE
 SCOTT S BRADSHAW ESTATE
 SHANE SHEMAYME ESTATE
 SHANNON L JENSEN ESTATE
 SHARON A PIPESTEM ESTATE
 SHARON F BALES ESTATE
 SHARON L MINCHEW ESTATE
 SHERRY L DILLON ESTATE
 SHERRY L MCMANUS ESTATE
 SHIRLEY A MARSH ESTATE
 SHIRLEY L WILLIAMS ESTATE
 SIDNEY C DONOVAN ESTATE
 SIDNEY W WILSON JR ESTATE
 SILAS RUSSELL GRA TAH WAH KAH
 SIMON HENDERSON
 SKYELENE M HORTON ESTATE
 SONJA LINDBERG ESTATE
 SOPHIA HAMILTON ESTATE
 STACY E FERGUSON ESTATE
 STANLEY E BIGHEART
 STARR CANNON ESTATE
 STEPHEN C DANIELS ESTATE
 STEPHEN ROGERS
 STEPHEN T WILCOX ESTATE
 STETSON L AMERICAN HORSE
 STEVEN C FREEMAN ESTATE
 SUE C MCCONOLOGUE ESTATE
 SUSAN A PAPPIN ESTATE
 SUSAN BRENNAN ESTATE
 SUSAN L MUNDY ESTATE
 SUSIE J GARRETT ESTATE
 SUZANN RANDT ESTATE
 SYBIL CHERYL HARTWELL ESTATE
 SYLVESTER MONCRAVIE ESTATE
 SYLVESTER R FENTON ESTATE
 SYLVESTER WICHITA ESTATE
 SYLVESTER WICHITA JR ESTATE
 SYLVIA S NADOLNY ESTATE
 SYLVIA W WARMBRODT ESTATE
 TALLCHIEF DECEASED ESTATE
 TANYA R GILL
 TED HAZELBAKER ESTATE
 TEDDY F TAYLOR ESTATE
 TERESA D DONOHUE ESTATE
 TERESA J BLANCO ESTATE
 TERRY D COLVIN
 TERRY D SMITH ESTATE
 THEDA R LONDON ESTATE
 THELMA C LITTRELL ESTATE
 THELMA E JAHN ESTATE
 THELMA SHAFFNER ESTATE REV 
TRUST
 THEODORE AVANT ESTATE
 THEODORE HARVEY ESTATE
 THERESA HINDENACH ESTATE
 THERESA T DODDS ESTATE
 THOMAS A KEMOHAH
 THOMAS B LEAHY JR ESTATE
 THOMAS COX BOYINGTON
 THOMAS D BURRUSS ESTATE
 THOMAS E BOWHAN ESTATE
 THOMAS J MERCER ESTATE
 THOMAS KEMOHAH
 THOMAS L PEAK ESTATE
 THOMAS NUCKOLLS ESTATE
 THOMAS S MATHES JR ESTATE
 THOMAS TAYRIEN ESTATE
 THOMASINE PLOMONDON ESTATE
 TIMMIE J BURD ESTATE
 TOM BIG CHIEF PAH HU SCAH
 TOM CARSON
 TOM TINKER ESTATE
 TOMMIE L ROGERS ESTATE
 TOMMY J DENNISON ESTATE
 TREVA MCKINLEY ESTATE
 TREVA WADE
 TYRONE S GOKEY
 URA M JONES
 URSULA R PEARMAN ESTATE
 VADNEY H SELBY
 VALARIE SMITH LEE ESTATE

 VALENTINE C COBB ESTATE
 VALENTINO W ZEPHIER SR ESTATE
 VANCINE M REDCORN ESTATE
 VELVA F SANDERS ESTATE
 VERA L HARRIS ESTATE
 VERNA LECLAIR
 VERNICE C HOODECHECK ESTATE
 VERNON E BUXBAUM
 VERONA V PATRICK ESTATE
 VEVA JEANETTE PETTIT ESTATE
 VICTOR G RED EAGLE
 VICTOR H TUTTLE III ESTATE
 VICTOR LASLEY
 VICTOR LOUIS RED EAGLE ESTATE
 VICTOR N AKERS ESTATE
 VICTORIA E MORSE ESTATE
 VINCENT K GREINER ESTATE
 VIOLA HARVEY DEROIN
 VIOLA L LONG ESTATE
 VIOLET S JERNIGAN ESTATE
 VIOLET WILLIS ESTATE
 VIRGIL THOMPSON ESTATE
 VIRGINIA I HIGH ESTATE
 VIRGINIA L HENSON ESTATE
 VIRGINIA L PRESLEY ESTATE
 VIRGINIA L TRUMBLY ESTATE
 VIRGINIA M WABAUNSEE PRIMEAUX 
EST
 VIRGINIA SHORTY
 VIVIAN LESTOUGEON ESTATE
 VIVIAN WABAUNSEE ESTATE
 W DAVID FRONKIER ESTATE
 WAH HU SAH E
 WAH KON TAH HE UM PAH
 WAH KON TAH HE UM PAH
 WAH SHE HAH BACON RIND
 WAH TO SAH GRAH
 WALLY WHITE WING AH HU SCAH
 WALTER C WALLACE ESTATE
 WALTER C WHITEHORN ESTATE
 WALTER E ALLEN
 WALTER EATON
 WALTER KI HE KAH TUN KAH MATIN
 WALTER KING MIN TSA KAH
 WALTER L DENOYA ESTATE
 WANDA L ANDERSON ESTATE
 WARREN F MACKEY
 WAYNE A PUGH ESTATE
 WESLEY D WARE ESTATE
 WESLEY L DUNCAN ESTATE
 WESLEY T DENOYA JR ESTATE
 WHEELER E BROCK ESTATE
 WILBUR WATERS
 WILLARD L WILSON ESTATE
 WILLIAM A HAMILTON ESTATE
 WILLIAM A RUSSELL JR ESTATE
 WILLIAM B OLDFIELD JR ESTATE
 WILLIAM BEAR ESTATE
 WILLIAM BIG HEART ESTATE
 WILLIAM BIGHEART
 WILLIAM CLIFFORD HANEY
 WILLIAM D FISCHER ESTATE
 WILLIAM E MASHUNKASHEY
 WILLIAM E RICHARDSON ESTATE
 WILLIAM E RICHARDSON ESTATE
 WILLIAM F BIGHORSE ESTATE
 WILLIAM F SMITH ESTATE
 WILLIAM G MARTIN ESTATE
 WILLIAM H ROBINS JR
 WILLIAM J CORE ESTATE
 WILLIAM M MOON ESTATE
 WILLIAM PITTS ESTATE
 WILLIAM R WABAUNSEE
 WILMA CANTER
 WILMA L PERKINS ESTATE
 WILMA M KEMERLING ESTATE
 WILSON LEE MITTS
 WILSON RIDGE
 WINNONIA R PLUMLEE ESTATE
 WOODROW MARSHALL
 WOODROW PRYOR
 WYNEMA CROWDER ESTATE
 YVONNE A PRATT ESTATE
 ZELLA I BOLEN ESTATE
 ZENA G PURDY ESTATE

Cobell
–from Page 8

Leese
–from Page 1

Securities Act, Common Law 
Fraud, Constructive Fraud, 
Conspiracy to Defraud the 
Osage LLC Board of Directors 
and the Osage Nation, Negli-
gent Misrepresentation and 
Breach of Fiduciary Duty. 

The lawsuit asks for mon-
etary damages in excess of 
$75,000, plus attorney’s fees, 
for each of the four claims.

According to the lawsuit, 
in 2010 the Osage Nation 
Congress appropriated $7.5 
million to the Osage LLC to 
fund various economic devel-
opment projects. The focus of 
the lawsuit is an investment 
in a Delaware-based company 
named New Market Technolo-
gy Fund I, that resulted in the 
purchase of five units of stock 
at $50,000 a piece for a total of 
$250,000 on June 17, 2010. On 
August 31, 2010, an additional 
15 units of stock were pur-
chased for a total of $750,000 
from TeraDact Solutions, LLC. 
The units are considered “se-
curities” in Oklahoma law. In 
a separate transaction, Petre 
requested the Osage LLC’s 
bank, Bank of Oklahoma, 
wire $26,666.67 to Red Eagle 
Feather Distributing in addi-
tion to the $750,000. Red Corn 
and Brown acted as consul-
tants for the transaction, ac-
cording to the lawsuit. 

On July 27, 2010, just 30 
days after the Osage LLC’s 
first purchase of the stock, 
New Market Technology Fund 
I completed a “recapitaliza-
tion,” where the former own-
ers of the company redeemed 
their stock in exchange for a 
monetary payment from the 
company. The recapitaliza-
tion involved purchasing “the 
remaining founder’s stock” in 
TeraDact Solutions. 

The lawsuit alleges the 
$250,000 that was paid to New 
Market Technology Fund I was 

transferred to TeraDact Solu-
tions and the money was given 
to certain employees, consul-
tants, directors and “certain 
creditors” of “the Company.”

In the Osage LLC’s annual 
report in 2010, to its board of 
directors and the Osage Con-
gress, Leese reported that 
Osage LLC held a $1 million 
“equity position” in TeraDact. 
But in TeraDact’s financial 
statements, TeraDact spent 
$500,000 during the 2010 cal-
endar year and ended with 
less than $8,000 in the bank. 
However, the company posted 
a loss of $573,255.91 on income 
of $47,100.00, according to 
the lawsuit. By the end of the 
2011 calendar year, TeraDact 
posted a loss of $634,859.45 
on income of $47,100.00, “the 
identical amount of income 
shown for 2010.”

“OLLC’s million-dollar fund-
ing of TeraDact via NewMar-
ket-I went straight into the 
pockets of TeraDact’s ‘found-
ers’ rather [than] into the cof-
fers of TeraDact to fund that 
company’s research and devel-
opment, operations, or other 
budget requirements,” accord-
ing to the lawsuit.

The company’s performance 
worsened in 2012 and the 
name of the company changed 
numerous times. No profit was 
ever made from the purchase 
of the stock and the “OLLC 
reasonably fears that units 
purchased in 2010 eventually 
may prove to be completely 
worthless,” according to the 
lawsuit. According to Osage 
LLC records as of April 2014, 
it showed the owner of the 
stock as actually Carol Leese, 
and not the Osage LLC.

The lawsuit alleges that 
since Leese failed to report the 
loss in value of the investment 
of the stock to either the Osage 
LLC board or Congress, he 
and the parties named in the 
lawsuit acted in their own self 
interest, worked in concert to 

actively conspire and fool the 
Osage Nation and personally 
profited from the transactions. 

“The New Market Units 
[stock] were sold to OLLC by 
means of untrue statements 
of one or more material facts 
and by one or more material 
omissions … The Board did 
not know of the untruths and 
omissions and, in the exercise 
of reasonable care, could not 
have known of the untruths 
and omissions,” according to 
the lawsuit.

Defendants
Leese is the former CEO of 

the Osage LLC and resigned 
March 31, 2014. During his 
tenure the Osage Nation Con-
gress appropriated more than 
$18 million to the Osage LLC. 
Leese is believed to be current-
ly working for a tribal nation 
in Wisconsin, according to the 
lawsuit. Leese was the CEO 
for the LLC since its inception 
in April of 2008. 

Petre is the former Chief Fi-
nancial Officer for the Osage 
LLC and resigned in August 
of 2013. Petre resides in Tulsa, 
according to the lawsuit.

Red Corn is the owner of Red 
Eagle Feather Distributing, 
LLC, and served as a consul-
tant for the transaction, along 
with Betsy Brown, an attorney 
who works with Red Corn, ac-
cording to the lawsuit. In one 
of the exhibits is an email from 
Brown to Leese detailing the 
“rosy future” of TeraDact So-
lutions, citing interest in the 
company from entities such 
as Counter Terrorism and 
Homeland Security, the NSA, 
the Joint Special Operations 
Command, LexisNexis, Micro-
soft Office group, and a bevy of 
high profile clientele.

Christopher Schricte and 
Howard Hill are managing 
partners, executive officers, or 
directors for the New Market 
Group entities, according to 
the lawsuit.
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Osage Culture
Wa Nah Zhi, 
The Whip Man

Charles Red Corn

Charles Red Corn
Osage News

Among the ancient teach-
ings and abundant wis-
doms those ancient Osages 
have handed down to Osag-
es of today there is found 
concept of Order. Without 
Order there is confusion, 
the Old Ones have told us. 
In today’s world there is 
nowhere a more clear and 
living definition of order ex-
ists than at In-Lon-Schka.        

It was well over a centu-
ry ago the Ponca and Kaw 
people gave to the Osage 
People the three In-Lon-
Schka Drums. Those three 
Drums have experienced 
much that is good and posi-
tive in mankind.

There are rules and pro-
cedures that are a part of 
the Dance.  The Drum came 
at a time when Osages 
were putting aside much of 
traditions that had evolved 
over the centuries; not be-
cause they did not want to 
continue them, there was 
simply no way in that pe-
riod could the animals and 
other parts of nature be 
obtained, and they did not 
want to perform anything 
less than the true ceremony

The Committee is formed 
by the family of a new 
Drumkeeper, who select a 
Head Committeeman. He 
and the family of the new 
Drumkeeper select Elders 
to advise the Committee 
that includes several Danc-
ers, gifted men and women 
Singers who are keeping 
the music alive for future 
generations, and a Town 
Crier to inform the People 
of what is happening and to 
aid those who wish to call 
out information to those 
present.

The Committee also has 
Cooks to prepare tradi-
tional foods and Fire Men 
to create the fire that will 
cook the food, and that Fire 
is sacred, the Old People 
have told us. Also, there 
are Water Boys to keep 
the Dancers supplied with 
drinking water.

Each of the three Drums 
have four Tail Dancers, 
each of them are there to 
assure that each and every 
song will end in a perfect 
way.

For each of the three 
Committees there is a Whip 
Man. It is the Whip Man’s 
responsibility to maintain 
Order, and each Whip Man 
carries a whip as a symbol 
of his authority.   

When Dancers enter 
the Dance Arbor there is 
a Whip Man there to greet 
him. Many Dancers will 
enter the Dance Arbor as a 
Committee, or as a smaller 
family group, or as individ-
ual Dancers, or as visiting 
Dancers from other tribes.  

When the Whip Man has 
greeted the Dancers he will 
then walk them to bench-
es that are their assigned 
seating.  

When something is not 
right under the arbor the 
Head Committeeman will 
ask the Whip Man to make 
the situation right.

If, say, a Dancer should 
drop an Eagle Feather 
to the ground that is the 

Dance Arbor floor, the 

Dancer will not pick up the 

Feather. Rather, the Dancer 

will return to his seat and 

wait until the song has end-

ed. Then, the Whip Man will 

return the Feather to the 

Dancer.  

Many years ago during 

the evening dance under the 

Pawhuska arbor a photogra-

pher set up bright lights and 

was starting to take pictures 

of the Dancers. At the direc-

tion of the Head Committee-

man the Whip Man asked 

the photographer to remove 

himself from the Dance 

Ground, and it all played 

out in an orderly manner. 

That is what the Old People 

meant by Order. The Drum-

keeper created a ban on 

cameras during that time.                                                           

Over the years the num-

ber of the People who take 

part in In-Lon-Schka have 

increased, and the proce-

dures and rules of In-Lon-

Schka that are bedded deep 

in the ancient past have 

made that growth possible. 

It is an example of how rules 

and procedures that were 

laid down verbally can en-

dure, when the People be-

lieve in those who created 

the rules. 

In today’s world and dur-

ing the dance, with the 

Drum getting stronger, the 

Women and Men voices 

singing those ancient songs, 

with bells ringing in unison, 

knowing your ancestors are 

watching, it is quite an expe-

rience. I have no doubt that 

taking part in In-Lon-Schka 

has aided People to find a 

deeper sense of meaning for 

their lives.

Those Old Osages knew 

what they were doing.   

–––––––––

About the author: 
Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, is 

the author of “A Pipe for Feb-

ruary” and various other pub-

lished works. Red Corn received 

his B.A. in Psychology and his 

Masters of Education Admin-

istration from Penn State. He 

is a veteran of the U.S. Army 

and resides with his wife Jeri in 

Norman, Okla. He is the Osage 

News culture columnist.

Remembering Louis 
Burns’ book ‘Turn of 
the Wheel’
Osage News

Louis F. Burns was a mem-
ber of the Osage Mottled Eagle 
clan. He was born in 1920, and 
died in 2012 in Pawhuska. 
Burns was the author of sev-
eral books dealing with Osage 
tribal history and other topics. 
Carole Bennett and Marilee 
Camblin, his cousins, recently 
contacted Louis’s son Keith to 
renew interest in a particular 
book his father wrote 35 years 
ago: “Turn of the Wheel, a Ge-
nealogy of the Burns and Tin-
ker Families.”   

In the 1970’s, after Alex Hal-
ey’s book “Roots” became the basis for a popular television se-
ries, many people began to investigate past generations of their 
families. Louis expanded his knowledge of the Osages to focus on 
his own roots, researching and interviewing extensively to find 
out details about his family tree. “Turn of the Wheel” was the 
result. It presents a mix of information as overview of American 
frontier history, family ancestry lists, and personal anecdotes. 

The original version of “Wheel” comprises 400 pages, about 
half of which are genealogy lists of names and known birth/
death dates for several families. The book tracks twelve gen-
erations of the Tinker family alone. In addition to the Tinker 
records, prominent group listings cover the Burns ancestry, as 
well as the Roy, Lessert, Revard, Ferrier, Meek, Harness and 
several other families. 

After its completion in 1980, Burns distributed the book to 
family, friends and various libraries and learning centers. Al-
though several of his other books are for sale, “Wheel” has been 
generally unavailable for some time, and many Burns-Tinker de-
scendants continue to search for copies. Younger people named 
in “Wheel” now want the book for their children and grandchil-
dren. A copy of the original “Turn of the Wheel” is available at 
the Osage Tribal Museum for those wishing to review its con-
tents or look for particular names. 

Now, Keith Burns is working with his cousins to have the 
book reprinted so that additional copies will be available soon 
for purchase. Persons familiar with or related to the lineages 
indexed in “Wheel” are those most likely to want to own a copy. 
“Wheel” is also available at Clifton’s Art and Jewelry store on 
Main Street in Pawhuska.

The Osage County Historical Museum will sell the reprinted 
book when it becomes available.  The museum expects it by late 
summer, anyone wanting to preorder a copy can stop by or con-
tact them at (918) 287-9119.

Turn of the Wheel

Osage medical student receives
University of Missouri scholarships 
Osage News

Osage tribal member Joseph 
McGreevy received the Lil-
lie Graham Medical Scholar-
ship and the Medical General 
Scholarship from the Univer-
sity of Missouri School of Med-
icine. Both awards will cover 
his tuition.

McGreevy is pursuing his 
Doctor of Medicine at MU.

“I would like to thank Dr. 
Costigan for financing the 
scholarship as well as the fac-
ulty of the MU Office of Medi-
cal Education for recognizing 
my hard work and selecting 
me for these scholarships,” 
McGreevy said in a prepared 
release. “I plan to ‘pay it for-
ward’ to the next generation 
by someday helping to finance 
the education of students in 
similar situations and provide 
them with some of the same 
opportunities I was given.”

McGreevy conducts re-
search on gene therapy for 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy 
and has published articles in 
academic journals including 

Disease Models and Mecha-
nisms and Reviews in Nano-
science and Nanotechnology, 
according to the release. In 
the Columbia community, he 
participates in the MU Senior 
Teacher Educator Partnership 
(STEP) program, which pairs 
medical students with senior 
citizens in the Columbia com-
munity who volunteer to help 
teach medical students about 
the needs of older patients.

He said he wants young 
Osage people interested in 

medicine but may not know 
how to to go about getting into 
this career (it can be an intimi-
dating process). I’d really like 
to be able to help those people 
out as sort of an “adviser”, giv-
ing them guidance into what 
they should be/need to be do-
ing in order to get accepted 
into medical school and be-
come a doctor. If it’s possible, 
could you add a few statements 
in the news release about me 
offering this sort of guidance 
to young students and giving 
them a way to contact me? 
I’d be fine with publishing my 
email (jwm3m8@health.mis-
souri.edu) in the article so that 
people would have a way to 
contact me. I just want to help 
members of the nation and to 
see the nation as a whole flour-
ish; I feel like this is my oppor-
tunity to do that. Also if you 
have any other suggestions in 
this regard I’m open to hear 
them.

Joseph McGreevy is the 
son of Michael and De-
nise McGreevy of Brookline  
Station, Mo.

Joseph McGreevy

Osage youth wins nationwide essay contest 
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Eden Knapp, an Osage fifth-
grader from Austin, Texas, 
won the nationwide Ben Car-
son Scholars Essay Contest 
and received a $1,000 scholar-
ship to go toward her college 
education. 

Nominated by her 5th grade 
teacher at Mathews Elemen-
tary School, the essay question 
was to write about a book that 
had meaningful impact on her 
life and changed it for the bet-
ter. 

She wrote about the War-
riors book series by Erin Hunt-
er. She said the series helped 
her transition to a new school 
and new city. The Warrior se-
ries is about cats who live in 
the wild in four different clans 
and work out a way to live to-
gether peacefully. She states 
in her essay “that it is impor-
tant to find the right clan that 
accepts you for you” and be-
cause of these books, she has a 
“clan of wonderful friends.” 

“Receiving this award is ex-
citing because you feel like you 
achieved something big and it 
gives you pride,” Eden said.

She attended the Carson 
Scholars awards banquet on 
April 19 in Baltimore, Md.

Active in her community, 
she created the organization 
Animal Cruelty Prevention, 
which aims to protect animals 
and reduce incidences of ani-
mal cruelty. She participated 
in the 30th annual Keep Aus-
tin Beautiful Clean Sweep by 
picking up trash in and around 
Lady Bird Lake. She also col-
lected cans and coats for the 
Capital Area Food Bank of 
Austin and on Halloween she 

went “trick or canning” to col-
lect cans for boxes to donate. 

According to an Austin In-
dependent School District 
posting, Mathews Elementary 
Principal Grace Brewster said 
Eden is a go-getter and is “al-
ways willing to go the extra 
mile.” 

A member of the Osage 
Nation, Eden is part of the 
district’s American Indian Ed-
ucation Program. 

“As grandparents, we are 
very proud of Eden for over-

coming this hurdle of being 
bullied that is so prevalent 
among youth of today and 
hope that sharing this essay 
will help other children to real-
ize their own strengths,” said 
her grandmother, Frankie 
Parsons. 

She is the daughter of Troy 
and Linda of Austin, Texas, 
and a big sister to Noah, 8. She 
is the granddaughter of Tom 

Courtesy Photo

Eden Knapp, 10-year-old Osage 
fifth-grader from Austin, Texas, 
who won the Ben Carson Scholars 
Essay Contest.

See Knapp
—Continued  on Page 17
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JUNE
June 4 – 7 

Grayhorse  
In-Lon-Schka Dances

June 11 – 14 
Hominy  
In-Lon-Schka Dances 

June 25 – 28 
Pawhuska 
In-Lon-Schka Dances

June 29 – July 10 
Osage Nation  
Foundation – Dance Camp
Dance Maker Performing  
Arts Academy
400 Palmer Avenue
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
Deadline is June 22
For more information  
contact www.osage-
foundation.org

JULY 

July 3 
Independence Day – 
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed 

July 8 – 12 
ON foundation Youth Mad 
Science STEM Camp
Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math 
Pawhuska Youth Academy
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
For more informa-
tion contact www.
osagefoundation.org

July 9 – 12 
2015 National Native 
Media Conference 
Hyatt Regency 
Crystal City 
Washington, D.C. 
For more information 
visit www.naja.com

July 13 – 15 
ON foundation Youth Mad 
Science STEM Camp
Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math 
Fairfax Youth Academy
Fairfax, Oklahoma
For more information  
contact www.osage-
foundation.org 

ON foundation Youth Mad 
Science STEM Camp

Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math 
Hominy Youth Academy
Hominy Oklahoma
For more information  
contact www.osage-
foundation.org

July 20 – 24 
Osage Nation  
Foundation – Photography  
Camp
Pawhuska Youth Academy 
220 West 15th St. 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
For more informa-
tion contact www.
osagefoundation.org 

July 27-28
Osage Nation Founda-
tion - Golf Camp
First Tee of Tulsa
Mohawk Golf Course
5223 E. 41st St. North
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
For more informa-
tion contact www.
osagefoundation.org 

July 29-30
5th Annual Dhegiha  
Conference
Downstream Casino  
Resort
1-888-396-7876
Quapaw, Okla.
dhegihalanguage@
yahoo.com

AUGUST
August 5 – 8 

84th Annual American 
Indian Exposition 
Caddo County 
Fairgrounds 
Anadarko, Oklahoma

August 7-9
Kaw Nation Powwow 
Kaw Nation Powwow  
Grounds
12613 E. Furguson Ave.

SEPTEMBER 

September 7 
Labor Day –  
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed 

September 26 
Northern California  
Osage Meeting 
Petaluma Community  
Center 

Petaluma, California 

For more information  

contact osages@north-

erncaliforniaosage.org

OCTOBER 

October 12 

Osage Day –  

Observed Holiday 

Offices Closed 

NOVEMBER 

November 11 

Veterans Day –  

Observed Holiday 

Offices Closed 

November 26 – 27

Thanksgiving – 

Observed Holiday 

Offices Closed

 

DECEMBER 

December 24 - 25 –  

Observed Holiday 

Christmas Holiday 

Offices Closed

Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 

Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-

hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 

email sshaw@osagenews.org, 

or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 

sure to include event date, loca-

tion, email and Web address (if 

applicable) and a phone number 

where someone can be contact-

ed for validation if necessary. 

Deadline for the July 2015 issue 

is June 18, 2015.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Shane 

Ekman who graduated from 
the United States Marines 
Academy in Camp Pendleton, 
California. He is currently 
with the 2nd Platoon Infantry 
Kilo Company in Iraq. 

     

Congratulations!
Congratulations to John 

Dane Ekman who graduated 
from the United States Air 
Force Academy on May 28. He 
is a candidate for the degree 
of Political Science and a com-
mission as a Second Lieuten-
ant in the United States Air 
Force Academy in Colorado. 

     

Congratulations!
Jeffrey W. Good, a member 

of the Osage Nation, was pro-
moted to Captain in the Unit-
ed States Coast Guard on May 
22nd, 2015 at the National Ar-

chives in Washington D.C.  He 
is a graduate of Eunice High 
School class of 1989, and the 
son of Bill Good and the late 
Mina K. Ferguson (Good).

Congratulations!
On May 13-14th Thomas 

Trumbly participated in the 
Oklahoma Special Olympics in 
Stillwater, Okla., at Oklahoma 
State University. Thomas is a 
State Champion by winning 
a Gold Medal in the 50-yard 
dash and 4th place in the long 
jump. He is the son of Thom-
as and Anna Trumbly from 
Pawhuska, Okla. 

Thank You! 
Thank you for your generous 

contribution to my higher edu-
cation. It has helped a tremen-
dous amount and I was able to 
achieve my Bachelor’s degree 
in Finance at the University 

Shane Ekman John Dane Ekman Jeffrey W. Good Thomas Trumbly Samantha Voisan

Amos Satepauhoodle

Shaylynn Jae Littlecook Wattie Wildcat

of Houston with high hon-
ors. I was able to concentrate 
more on my studies and your 
financial generosity helped 
me achieve my ultimate goal. 
So again, I would like to say 
Thank You and convey my 
heartfelt thanks to the Osage 
Nation. –Kelsey Harrold, 
BBA Finance-University of  
Houston.

Congratulations!
Samantha Voisan will grad-

uate Magna Cum Laude with 
a Bachelor of Arts in communi-
cative disorders from Califor-
nia State University, Fullerton 
on May 17. She is a member 
of the University Honors Pro-
gram and National Student 
Speech Language Hearing 
Association. During college, 
she was a volunteer at Casa 
Colina Hospital as well as 
St. Jude Rehabilitation Cen-

ter, helping individuals with 
speech and language difficul-
ties. Samantha’s senior honors 
project assesses the efficacy 
of neuromuscular electrical 
stimulation to treat swallow-
ing disorders in infants and 
she is passionate about con-
tinuing this research in gradu-
ate school. This fall, Samantha 
will attend Loma Linda Uni-
versity to pursue a master of 
Science in Speech-Language 
Pathology. Samantha and 
her family want to thank the 
Osage Nation for their schol-
arship support during the past 
four years. 

Congratulations!
Thirteen-year-old Amos 

Satepauhoodle, seventh grade, 
won first place in the individu-
al category in Hominy Middle 
School’s talent contest last 
week. He sang a hand drum 
song titled, “It’s Been Days.” 

Congratulations!
Proud parents O.J. and 

Caron Littlecook of Skiatook, 
Okla., would like to announce 
the birth of their daughter 
Shaylynn Jae Littlecook. 
Shaylynn was born at 6:58 
a.m. on May 5, at the Peggy 
V. Helmerich Women’s Health 
Center at Hillcrest Medical 
Center in Tulsa, Okla. Shay-
lynn weighed 6 lbs. 6 oz. and 
was 19 1/4 inches long. Shay-
lynn joins her brothers and sis-
ters Wesley, Cody, Olivia and 
Cedar. Shaylynn is the grand-
daughter of Oliver and There-
sa Littlecook and Wayne and 
Christie Blalock. She is the 
great-granddaughter of Irene 
Lazelle.

Congratulations!
Dillon Paul Bowers, Osage, 

of Verdigris, OK has been 
named valedictorian of his 
2015 graduating class. He is a 
member of the National Honor 
Society and has been accepted 

to Oklahoma State University 
in the fall.

He is a member of the First 
United Methodist Church in 
Claremore and has been ac-
tive in Boy Scouts, achieving 
the distinctive rank of Eagle 
Scout.

Dillon is the son of Charles 
and Julie Boone Bowers of Ver-
digris, Okla., and the grandson 
of Danny and Linda Boone of 
Pawhuska, and Dwight and 
Mary Bowers of Fairview, 
Okla.

Congratulations!
Wattie Wildcat graduated 

from Rogers State University 
with his bachelor’s degree in 
Fine Arts. His Senior Capstone 
Project was recently featured 
at the Foundation’s Gallery in 
Bartlesville. His family wants 
to congratulate him on all his 
hard work and they are im-
mensely proud of him. They 
wish him well in all his future 
endeavors.

Congratulations!
Jennifer “Katie” Yates grad-

uated from Oklahoma State 
University in December 2014 
with her B.S. in Multidisci-
plinary Studies. She is the 
daughter of Andrew Yates 
and Lisa BigEagle. We want 
to wish our daughter well in 
her future endeavors and we 
are very proud of her academic 
achievements.

Knapp
–from Page 16

and Frankie Parsons of Com-
fort, Texas. 

Retired world-renowned 
Johns Hopkins Pediatric Neu-
rosurgeon Dr. Benjamin S. 
Carson, M.D. and his wife, 
Candy, founded the Carson 
Scholars Fund, Inc., in 1994 to 

address the declining educa-
tion standards in the United 
States. Carson Scholarships 
are given to students grades 
4-11 who exemplify academic 
excellence and humanitarian 
qualities.

To learn more about the 
Carson Scholars Fund, visit: 
http://carsonscholars.org.

Jennifer “Katie” Yates

Dillon Paul Bowers
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OSAGE NATION JOBS: Ap-
plications may be downloaded 
at www.osagetribe.com/main_
jobsearch.aspx or obtained at 
the Osage Nation Human Re-
sources Department located at 
621 Grandview in Pawhuska. 
Interested applicants can also 
call (918) 287-5445 or email HR 
at atrumbly@osagetribe.org. 
Applications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

Controller – Pawhuska 
Treasury. Minimum education 
– Bachelor’s degree with Ac-
counting major required. Certi-
fied public accountant preferred. 
Minimum ten years accounting 
and finance experience, prefer-
ably in governmental account-
ing. Regular Full Time. Salary: 
$41.86/hr. 

Network Engineer II/Storage 
Administrator – Pawhuska 
Information Technologies. 
University degree in computer 
science or electrical engineering 
and or 5 years equivalent work 
experience in related fields. 
Proven experience and success 
with LAN, WAN, WLAN, and 
WWAN design and implementa-
tion. Regular Full Time. Salary: 
DOE

Administrative/Field Assis-
tant – Pawhuska Historic 
Preservation. Associates’ De-
gree in Business or related field 
preferred. High School diploma 
or GED required. At least 2 
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Randall Brent Kidder
Randall Brent Kidder, 57, 

passed away Friday, May 8, 
2015 in the St. John Medical 
Center, Tulsa.  

Randy was born October 6, 
1957 in Cushing, Oklahoma, 
the son of Dennis and Virginia 
Lee (Shelly) Kidder.  He at-
tended school in Pawhuska, 
graduating with the Pawhus-
ka High School Class of 1975.  
Randy later graduated from 
Rogers State University with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Psychol-
ogy.  He was a long-time drug 
counselor for the Osage Tribe.  

In his spare time, Randy 
enjoyed hunting, fishing, gar-
dening, gambling, teaching, 
exercising and playing fantasy 
football.  He was a member 
of the First United Methodist 
Church of Pawhuska, the Na-
tive American Church and the 
local chapter of AA.  

Surviving are:  his brother, 
Dennis Kidder; two sisters, 
Judith Gale Kidder and Char-
lotte Kidder; his nieces and 
nephews, Michael Mashburn, 
Lisa Luis, Eric and Ty Rainey, 
Michael, Gregory, Jeffry, Ben 
and Joe Kidder; along with a 
multitude of friends who will 
miss their friend and mentor. 
Randy was preceded in death 
by his parents, Dennis and 
Virginia Kidder.

Funeral services will be held 
Tuesday, May 12, 9:30AM, 
at the Indian Camp Chapel, 
Pawhuska.  Johnny Redeagle 
and Eddie Redeagle will offici-
ate.  Interment will be in the 
Pawhuska City Cemetery.

McCartney’s Johnson Fu-
neral Home in charge of ar-
rangements.

Mike McInroy Sr.
Michael J. McInroy Sr., age 

71 and longtime resident of 
Fairfax, went to be with his 
Lord surrounded by family on 
Friday, May 8, 2015 after a 
short struggle with cancer.

Mike was born October 20, 
1943 in Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
the son of Jackie Newton McIn-
roy and Elizabeth Marie Bates 
Myers. He was a 1963 gradu-
ate of Fairfax High School and 
attended Northern Oklahoma 
College in Tonkawa. He was 
married to Sandra Newport on 
August 11, 1986 in Winfield, 
Kansas. Mike was employed 
as a heavy equipment opera-
tor for Osage County for many 
years.

Mike McInroy Sr

He was a member of Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church of Fair-
fax. His enjoyments included 
spending time with his grand-
sons, OSU football, watching 
golf, watching the Big Bang 
Theory, Wine and Roses and 
westerns.

He is survived by his wife of 
28 years, Sandra, of the home; 
children Pamela Metzger and 
husband Jay of Kirbyville, 
Missouri, Mike McInroy Jr. 
and Amy, of Wagoner, Okla-
homa, Mikeal McInroy and 
wife Melissa of Junction City, 
Kansas and Janna Hart and 
husband Rusty, of Sheridan, 
Wyoming.

Granddaughters Racheal 
Berry and husband Ethan, of 
Branson, Missouri, Cortney 
Metzger, Kirbyville, Missouri, 
Jordan Arrowsmith and hus-
band Mikel of Arkansas City, 
Kansas, Nikki McDonald and 
husband Trevor, of Branson, 
Missouri, Alexis Hart of Sheri-
dan, Wyoming and Sara March 
and husband Heath of Denver, 
Colorado.

Grandsons Kenny McInroy 
of Ponca City, Tyler McInroy of 
Springfield, Missouri, Zachary 
McInroy of Fairfax, Brett Mc-
Inroy, Bradley and Braxton, 
of Junction City, Kansas, Nick 
and Travis Lucas of Cleve-
land, Oklahoma, C.W. Thomas 
and Bailey Dorr of Wagoner, 
Oklahoma; also survived by 
his four-legged companions 
Fred, Lil Joe, and Shorty Bull; 
nephews Edmond Shaw, Bates 
Shaw and their families all of 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma.

He was preceded in death 
by his mother Elizabeth Bates 
Myers on July 21, 2003 and his 
father Jack McInroy on April 

9, 1987; grandparents Ed and 
Roxie Bates and one daughter, 
Angie Lucas.

Funeral services for the 
family will be held at 8 a.m. 
Monday, May 11, 2015 at the 
Grayhorse Chapel with tra-
ditional services to follow at 
10 a.m. at the Sacred Heart 

years’ experience in office en-
vironment. Some knowledge of 
and interest in Osage cultural 
resource management. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $17.04/hr. 

Janitor – Pawhuska Janito-
rial. High School graduate or 
GED required. At least 6 months 
experience in janitorial field pre-
ferred. Must have knowledge of 
floor cleaning and buffing ma-
chines. Regular Full Time. Sal-
ary: $11.50/hr. 

Administrative/Section 106 
Assistant – Pawhuska His-
toric Preservation. High 
School diploma or GED. At least 
two years’ experience in office 
setting. Must be able to stand, 
stoop, bend and squat as job re-
quires. Lifting is minimal but 
will be a component of the job re-
quirements. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $16.78/hr. 

Child Care Provider – 
Pawhuska WELC. High 
School diploma or GED. One 
(1) year previous experience as 
a day care or child care provid-
er in a licensed day care facil-
ity preferred but not required. 
Child Development Associa-
tion Certification preferred but 
not required; must obtain CDA 
Certification within 6 months of 
hire. Regular Part Time. Salary: 
$11.50/hr. 

Child Care Provider – 
Pawhuska WELC. High 
School diploma or GED. One 
(1) year previous experience as 
a day care or child care provid-
er in a licensed day care facil-

Classifieds
ity preferred but not required. 
Child Development Associa-
tion Certification preferred but 
not required; must obtain CDA 
Certification within 6 months of 
hire. Regular Full Time. Salary: 
$11.50/hr. 

Child Care Provider – Skia-
took WELC. High School di-
ploma or GED. One (1) year 
previous experience as a day 
care or child care provider in a 
licensed day care facility pre-
ferred but not required. Child 
Development Associate Cer-
tification preferred but not 
required; must obtain CDA Cer-
tification within 6 months of 
hire. Regular Part Time. Salary: 
$11.50/hr. 

Child Care Provider – Skia-
took WELC. High School di-
ploma or GED. One (1) year 
previous experience as a day 
care or child care provider in a 
licensed day care facility pre-
ferred but not required. Child 
Development Associate Cer-
tification preferred but not 
required; must obtain CDA Cer-
tification within 6 months of 
hire. Regular Full Time. Salary: 
$11.50/hr. 

Child Care Provider – Fair-
fax WELC. High School diploma 
or GED. One (1) year previous 
experience as a day care or child 
care provider in a licensed day 
care facility preferred but not 
required. Child Development 
Associate Certification pre-
ferred but not required; must 
obtain CDA Certification within 

6 months of hire. Regular Part 
Time. Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Youth Development Staff – 
Pawhuska Youth Academy. 
High school diploma or GED. 
Strong communication skills, 
both verbal and written. Must 
have group leadership skills, 
including an understanding of 
group dynamics. Must be able 
to obtain CPR/First Aid Certifi-
cations within 90 days of hire. 
Regular Part Time. Salary: 
$11.50/hr. 

Curator – Pawhuska Osage 
Tribal Museum. Bachelor’s 
Degree in Art, Art History, Mu-
seum Studies, Anthropology, or 
closely related field required. 
At least 5 years working experi-
ence in related field. Must have 
knowledge in Osage history, cul-
ture and artifacts. Regular Full 
Time. Salary: $23.15/hr. 

Case Manager II – Pawhuska 
Counseling Center. Bachelor’s 
degree in Substance Abuse, So-
cial Work, Psychology or Behav-
ior Health field, required. Must 
have a Case Manager II certi-
fication. Must obtain a CDAC 
(Certified Drug and Alcohol 
Counselor) license within one 
year. Regular Full Time. Salary: 
$17.92/hr.

Temp Work – Pawhuska Hu-
man Resources. If interested 
in being considered for tempo-
rary positions within the Osage 
Nation, please apply online at 
https://www.osagenation-nsn.
gov/opportunities/job-listings/
application-form

Catholic Church in Fairfax, 
with Father Bruce Brosnahan 
presiding. Burial will be in 
the Fairfax Cemetery under 
the direction of the Hunsaker-
Wooten Funeral Home of Fair-
fax.

Casket bearers are Kenny 
McInroy, Brett McInroy, Zach-

ary McInroy, Bradley McIn-
roy, Tyler McInroy, Braxton 
McInroy, Matt Beartrack and 
Bates Shaw. Honorary casket 
bearers are Jerry Shaw, Ken-
ny Bates, Joe Bates, Travis 
Anson, Ed Shaw, Mikel Arrow-
smith and Ethan Berry. 

Employment program
for seniors available
Osage News

Elders at an employment disadvantage may be eligible 
for work thanks to a program in Osage County specifically 
designed to employ senior citizens.

Grand Gateway Economic Development Association’s 
Senior Community Service Employment Program is now 
enrolling individuals 55 and older for a paid training 
program. Qualifications include those seniors who are 
economically disadvantaged, long term unemployed, and 
wanting to re-enter the workforce.

Those who qualify will be assigned to local public and 
non-profit organizations for 20-25 hours per week and are 
paid a training wage of $7.25 per hour while preparing 
for and seeking permanent employment. The goal of the 
program is to help those 55 and older get back into the 
workforce by updating skills and providing services that 
will assist in their job search, while providing an income 
to help sustain them during their search, according to a 
prepared release.

For more information about the program and eligibility 
requirements, contact Grand Gateway staff Karen Geiger 
at (918) 783-5793, ext. 231. 

Revenue
–from Page 2

card benefits. Be it one year, two years or three years, health 
card carryover creates a funding need, which will have to be ap-
propriated by this Congress in the next few months.” 

Also, the Congress was told the Tax Commission is anticipat-
ing its FY 2016 projected revenue at $2,875,000. In a March 5 
report to Congress, Tax Commission Director Greg Carpenter 
said a 5 percent decrease in revenue from vehicle tag/ licenses is 
expected in wake of changes to the Tax Commission law restrict-
ing tag sales to Osage membership only.

The decrease in tag sales comes after Congress passed amend-
ments (ONCA 14-83) last fall to the Tax Commission law, which 
included restricting tag sales to Osage membership. Before, tag 
sales were also allowed to Osages who only possessed a CDIB 
card.

The projected revenue figure pertains to revenue from the Na-
tion’s moneymaking entities and does not include federal, state 
or other outside grants the Nation applies for and receives to 
support certain operations/ budgets including WIC, housing as-
sistance, Roads Department and emergency response crews. 

During the April 23 session, the Congress passed the FY 2016 
projected revenue figure with the notation that: “There are addi-
tional monies set aside in revolving funds and project funds from 
previous fiscal budgets available for appropriation pursuant to 
Osage law.”

Day One of the Tzi-Zho Session is Sept. 8.

CASA
–from Page 2

home, enters the foster 
care system which places 
her in three or four differ-
ent homes in just a few 
months, Norris said. Or 
the two siblings who lost 
their mother to incarcera-
tion are split up and liv-
ing on different sides of 
the same county.

“The CASA program 
is committed to mak-
ing sure that every child 
in need has access to a 
CASA volunteer,” Nor-
ris said. “The Pawnee/
Osage CASA organization 
is holding information 
events and training to re-
cruit more volunteers to 
speak for the children in 
our courts and offer com-
munity members an op-
portunity to help in the 
fight against child abuse.”

For more information 
please contact Pawnee/
Osage CASA at (918) 762-
3776, or send an email  
to helen@pawneeosage-
casa.org.

Osage Nation Surveys
If you are a member of the 

Osage Nation and at least 16 
years of age, add your name to 
this survey database to help 
Change Your Nation. You will 
automatically receive new sur-
veys via email from the Office 
of the Chiefs.

The Osage Nation needs 
your feedback about our per-
formance as a government and 
about the needs in our commu-
nities. The Executive Branch 
plans to periodically send out 
short 30-second surveys to 
Osages who sign up to receive 
them. Click this link for more 
information:https://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/news-
e…/…/change-your-nation.
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Corrections
In the May 2015 edition of the Osage 

News, Olivia Marciela Margerita 
Ramirez was not named as a Skiatook 
High School graduate. 

In the May 2015 edition of the Osage 
News two names of veterans were mis-
spelled on the original charter of the 
Harold Bigheart Smalley American 
Legion Post 198. The correct spellings 
of the names are Louis Fronkier and 
Francis Fronkier. 

The Osage News regrets these errors.

Love the sinner, but hate the sin
I feel it so sad that the proud Osage 

Nation in order to be P.C (politically 
correct) is considering legislation to 
allow same sex “marriage”. Marriage, 
from beginning of time, has been a 
union between one man and one wom-
an. Anything else is not marriage! Love 
the sinner but hate the sin. 

–Jeanne S. Evans
Batesville, Texas

Disheartened with 
scholarship move

It was disheartening to read that the 
Osage Nation has contracted the edu-
cational scholarship services to a third 
party in Minnesota.

We had a terrific experience with the 
Education Department who provided 
both our children scholarships the last 
four years. That was 20 semesters and 
quarter-terms without a hitch. The de-
partment continually improved, added 
incentives and increased awards, and 
was accessible by phone for coaching. I 
felt their care.

When public services are privatized, 
it usually means less personal care, 
less service. If the chief had issues 
as the article said, his first response 
should have been to get involved as a 
CEO and manager. Education is a core 
service of the Osage Nation, the second 
highest budget program, and should be 
controlled internally.

I thank the Osage Nation for the high 
quality scholarship program we expe-
rienced, and for making education a 
priority. Most of all, I thank the people 
formerly with the Education Depart-
ment. For our family, their good work 
meant two young people will graduate 
this spring, both with double-majors 
on the deans list. These supporters of 
education should be proud of their im-
portant work for young people. We are 
very grateful.

–Randall R. Morton
Brenham, Texas

Can Osage Nation manage 
your health care?

As some may know the Osage Na-
tion is seriously interested in taking 
over the United States Public Health 
Service’s – Indian Health Service – 
that currently runs the health clinic 
in Pawhuska. This option was made 
possible by several laws passed by the 
United States Congress. The law al-
lows tribes to contract or compact to 
operate federal programs like the In-
dian Health Service and the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs.

To date hundreds of tribes have cho-
sen to contract/compact services that 
had been provided to them by the Indi-
an Health Service.  Tribes may choose 
to contract/compact all of the services 
the Indian Health Service provides or 
may choose only certain ones. For in-
stance, some tribes have only contract-
ed a clinic or hospital, while others 
have contracted clinics and hospitals 
and specialty services that the Indian 
Health Service provides like Contract 
Health Services (CHS), a program that 
pays for certain specialty health servic-
es the Indian clinic or hospital cannot 
provide. Contract Health Service pays 
for specialty care based on priorities, in 
other words not all the specialty care a 
patient thinks they need, will be paid 
for, unless the Indian Health Service 

approves. The reason is that the dol-
lars Indian Health Service gets each 
year for Contract Health is limited.

In the case of the Osage Nation, 
the tribe could decide to contract the 
Pawhuska clinic, and/or the Contract 
Health Service, which in this case in-
cludes what is called the Pawnee Ben-
efit Package Program (PBPP). The 
way it would work is the Osage Nation 
would negotiate with the Indian Health 
Service a dollar amount it would get to 
run programs it compacts. The amount 
could vary depending upon how the 
population of Indian patients served by 
the Indian Health Service is defined. 
Other factors will also influence the 
total dollars agreed upon, like dollars 
spent on IT and administration at the 
regional and national level.

Two things are critical to the success 
of a tribe contracting/compacting In-
dian Health Services. 1) Economic Fea-
sibility: Will the dollars the tribe gets 
from the Indian Health Service and 
dollars and collections from insured 
Indian patients be enough to main-
tain the level of service patients now 
receive? Can improvements desired by 
the Nation be paid for by what the tribe 
gets from the Indian Health Service or 
will tribal money be needed? 2) Man-
agement Feasibility: Does the Osage 
Nation have the expertise to operate a 
healthcare system like that of Indian 
Health Service, particularly in an en-
vironment where growing numbers of 
Indians have a choice where they go 
for healthcare? Who at the Nation will 
decide who gets specialty care and who 
doesn’t when dollars are short?

Our company, Paradox Consult-
ing has conducted feasibility studies 
such as these for several other tribes 
and in some cases our research deter-
mined the tribe could feasibly compact 
and in other cases we determined they 
could not. I hope the contractors now 
employed by the Nation will point our 
tribe in the right direction.

–Dr. Joe L. Conner
Fairfax, Okla.

Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a let-

ter to the editor, please mail it to 
the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon 
Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, 
OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@
osagetribe.org. 

Letters must be respectful and 
informative to the reader, and may 
be edited for grammar, clarity and 
space.




