
Chief Standing Bear 
raises spending
concerns to Gaming 
Enterprise Board
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. – Oct. 15 marked the start of a new fiscal 
year for the Osage Nation Gaming Enterprise Board, but 
its members received the task of investigating question-
able purchases, actions and storage issues raised by Prin-
cipal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear that day.

That day, Standing Bear, along with staffers, attend-
ed the board’s first FY 2015 meeting, but addressed the 
meeting with issues brought to his attention regarding 
the casino and past gaming board business.

“My staff and I are here to present some suggestions to 
the board,” Standing Bear said, adding his administration 
supports a new (planned Tulsa) casino “as long as we un-
derstand that this property of the Osage people should not 
be obtained at the cost of crushing debt, we have needs for 
our people and we must address those first.”

Standing Bear referred to the issue of the gaming enter-
prise’s annual plan of operation that has yet to be sent to 
the ON legislative and executive branches for their review 
and consideration. He said the plan should also be a prior-
ity for the board. 

Standing Bear raised issue with the past board’s pay-
ment of architectural fees for the casino projects. After re-
viewing gaming financial documents, Standing Bear said 
he could not find any authorization to spend $7.6 million 
in architecture fees when he could only find that $1 mil-
lion was authorized for spending in the 2012 plan. “Where 
is the authority for this expenditure? It’s not in the annual 
plans,” he asked.

That morning, the gaming board held its officer elec-
tions and selected Mark Simms as chairman and Dawn 
Pratt Harrington as vice chair. Simms told Standing Bear 
he is still researching the financials as well and the board 
is working on the new plan of operation. “I’m not sure 
what has happened in the past, I’m having to go back … 
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Demolition continues on the Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka Dance Arbor. The arbor is being dismantled and is scheduled to be 
reconstructed on the site of Bird Creek Farms for fire wood for Osage families. Construction of the new arbor is scheduled to 
be finished in the spring.

Gaming Commission
suspends three Osage 
Casino officials’
gaming licenses
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

On Oct. 7, the Osage Nation Gaming Commission 
voted unanimously to suspend the gaming licenses 
for acting Osage Casino CEO Joe Olujic, CFO Rich-
ard Lobdell and Executive Chef Jesus Lorenzo pend-
ing an investigation of allegations of wrongdoing 
made against the three men.

The Gaming Commission board suspended the 
three licenses during its regular board meeting that 
day following an executive session. Afterward, the 
Gaming Commission released the following state-
ment regarding the license suspensions:

“The Commission’s action to suspend the gaming 
licenses is the result of an on-going investigation into 
alleged wrongdoing and gaming violations.

“The suspensions are in accordance with policy and 

Neil Cornelius Joe Olujic Richard Lobdell

Congress denies chief expanded 
jurisdiction for wind farm issue
Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

The Fourth Osage Nation 
Congress voted down a bill Nov. 
5 that would have expanded 
jurisdiction to prosecute non-

Natives on the Nation’s former 
reservation lands.

ONCA 15-03 (sponsored by 
Congresswoman Alice Buf-
falohead) asked the congress 
to expand jurisdiction over 
non-Indians within the Osage 

Reservation and former res-

ervation lands. If the bill had 

been passed, Principal Chief 

Geoffrey Standing Bear said 

Courtesy Photo/Ron Reed

Construction continues north of Highway 60 on the planned wind farm. Pictured is the first turbine going up.



2 November 2014 Osage News • osagenews.org

619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056
(918) 287-5668

www.osagenews.org

Editor
Shannon Shaw Duty

Reporters
Benny Polacca

Features / Multimedia Reporter
Tara Madden

Editorial Assistant
Chalene Toehay

Osage News Editorial 
Board Members

Jerri Jean Branstetter
Lu King

Teresa Trumbly Lamsam

With all this happening, I can 
just safely say we can do our 
best to try to find out what an-
swers you’re seeking,” Simms 
said.

Standing Bear said he is 
seeking answers in wake of 
his new administration’s du-
ties after winning election in 
June. Since then, he’s moved 
the Constituent Services and 
financial hardship offices into 
the Administration building 
housing his office. As a result, 
Standing Bear said he has op-
portunities to speak one-on-
one with Osage clients, adding 
he’s concerned about discuss-
ing money issues with his 
casino/ gaming questions un-
answered.

Harrington said she had a 
partial answer to Standing 
Bear’s question, but preferred 
to respond during executive 
session citing proprietary/ con-
fidential issues.

Jason Zaun, chief of staff 
for Standing Bear’s office, re-
ferred to a recent tour he took 
around the gaming facilities. 
Zaun raised issues with obser-
vations and spending concerns 
noted during the tour includ-
ing: 

• In the south hanger (the 
Osage Casino central ser-
vices office is based at the 
former Tulsa airpark), there 
are two bedrooms built 
as mock-up hotel rooms 
that were apparently built 
to train employees, Zaun 

said, adding the rooms 
were never finished, nor 
utilized. “We had reports it 
could be upwards around 
$10,000 each,” he said.

• Zaun also referred to 
the board meeting room 
that was closed for sev-
eral months for remodeling 
work. That day was the 
first time in months that 
room was used and the 
renovation work completed 
at the time included newly 
painted walls. A small 
corner kitchen area with 
a refrigerator and shelves 
was removed and plans 
were previously pitched 
to build another kitchen 
area outside the meeting 
room. Zaun said he was told 
$80,000 had been spent on 
the remodel work but “it’s 
pretty much the same as 
it was” and $40,000 was 
spent on a conference table 
for the room and $15,000 
for a conference table 
in the planning room.

• During the tour outside 
the Tulsa casino, Zaun 
said they were shown three 
metal boxes “with spray 
foam insulation that had 
an AC unit put in, 24 hours 
running. Upon further 
investigation, we found 
they were cooling chairs 
and forks, spoons and 
plates and cups,” he said.

Harrington, who was con-
firmed to the board in Sep-
tember by the Fourth ON 
Congress, said she appreciated 

the raised concerns, but noted 
the pending investigation by 
the ON Gaming Commission 
regarding the gaming license 
suspensions involving three 
Osage Casino management of-
ficials and the information she 
had at the time contained con-
fidential/ proprietary informa-
tion. 

Harrington then said: 
“We’ve only been on the board 
a short while – and what a 
treat it’s been – I do appreciate 
the opportunity to serve, I can-
not tell you the endless ques-
tions I have had… I think that 
previous boards perhaps have 
misplaced and not kept them-
selves fully informed and mis-
placed their trust perhaps… I 
can say for myself I have every 
intention of addressing every 
single one of these things.” 

Later that day, the board 
passed a motion to stop the 
board meeting room remodel 
project and to return any pur-
chased appliances for refunds.   

Standing Bear said he 
would be agreeable to hear-
ing more in executive session, 
but noted he and the board are 
going to have to sit down and 
have a discussion “more than 
once” reminding them that the 
casinos are here for one reason 
“and that’s for our people.”

Chief calls for 
Special Session 
starting Nov. 3
 
Osage News

The Fourth Osage Nation Congress will convene for its 
fourth special session starting Nov. 3 in the Congressional 
chambers after Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear is-
sued an executive proclamation for the session.

As of Oct. 29, the written proclamation for the special 
session lists 11 items for consideration by the Legislative 
Branch. According to the Osage constitution, special ses-
sions may run up to 10 days in duration.

The following subjects will be up for consideration dur-
ing the special session:

• Budget amendments for the divisions of Educa-
tion and Early Learning; Land, Commerce & 
Public Safety and Government Operations.

• A limited waiver of sovereign immunity for a 2015 
fiscal year contract for treatment services with 
the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health.

• Discussion and possible action regarding Tall-
grass Economic Development L.L.C.

• Resolutions regarding the ongoing wind farm de-
bate taking place in the state court system.

• Amendments to the Nation’s Trial and 
Supreme Court’s civil code.

• An amendment to the FY 2015 boards/ 
commissions appropriation act.

• An amendment to ONCA 14-10, which is the 
$3.3 million appropriation for the proposed 
Fairfax senior/ child care center building.

• Amendment to the Osage prefer-
ence in employment law.

• An amendment to the Legislative Branch budget.

For more information and legislative documents, see 
the Congressional website at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/
who-we-are/congress-legislative-branch

Also check back to the Osage News website and the 
newspaper’s Facebook page for Congress-related updates 
when available.

cOncerns
–from Page 1

Osage major awarded two Air 
Medals from U.S. Air Force
Tara Madden 
Osage News

Major Todd Abshire is an in-
structor pilot for the U.S. Air 
Force, and he’s a good one. 

On Oct. 14 he was recog-
nized for meritorious service 
and received two Air Medals 
for distinctive accomplish-
ments while serving as an air 
advisor while deployed in Af-
ghanistan. 

The awards were pinned 
on his uniform by Maj. Gen. 
Arnold Bunch Jr. in front of 
friends and family at the Air 
Force Test Center at the Ed-
wards Air Force Base in south-
ern California. 

“Teaching a country’s first 
instructor pilot; think about 
that. That’s amazing,” said 
Maj. Gen. Arnold Bunch Jr., 
AFTC commander in an article 
by Air Force Print News. “Ma-
jor Abshire served as a great 

ambassador of the United 
States. For that, I thank you.”

According to his award cita-
tions, he distinguished himself 
while participating in sus-
tained aerial flight as a C-208 
instructor pilot advisor from 
Oct. 5, 2013- Jan. 4, 2014 and 

then a second deployment from 
Jan. 9 to May 14 as a C-209 
Evaluator pilot advisor. 

“During these periods his 
professional skill and devotion 
to duty directly contributed to 
national security objectives by 
flying missions in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 
according to the article. He 
routinely flew demanding mis-
sions in extremely mountain-
ous terrain and well within 
the engagement zone of enemy 
surface to air threats trans-
porting personnel, conducting 
life saving casualty evacua-
tions and combat missions. He 
advised nine C-208 pilots on 
tactics, techniques and proce-
dures,” according to the cita-
tions. 

According to AFTC, the Air 
Medal was established by ex-
ecutive order in 1942. It was 
awarded to any person who, 
while serving in any capacity 
in or with the Armed Forces 
of the United States, shall 
have distinguished themselves 
by meritorious achievement 
while participating in aerial 
flight, according to the release. 
Awards may be made to rec-
ognize single acts of merit or 
heroism, or for meritorious 
service. 

“Todd has always wanted 
to fly. Even his sixth grade 
yearbook predicted that he 

would become an Air Force 

pilot. He has been deployed 

several times, including both 

Iraq and Afghanistan. I ap-

preciate those who continue to 

pray for his safety and to send 

him goodie boxes from home,” 

said his mother Jean Abshire. 

“His wife, Kim, also should be 

recognized for her service as 

a waiting spouse, parenting 

their three children. I’m proud 

of Todd and all those who 

make sacrifices for our great 

country.”  

Abshire is the son of Jean 

Ririe Abshire (Osage) and the 

late Major William Abshire. 

His father was an Army he-

licopter pilot who served two 

tours in Vietnam. Todd was 

born in Fort Sill, Okla., while 

his dad was stationed there. 

Abshire’s uncle, Ed Ririe 

(Osage) served in the Air Force 

and currently owns Keepsake 

Candles in Bartlesville. His 

grandfather Otis Edward Ririe 

was an original Osage allotee 

as was his mother Josephine 

Chouteau Ririe.

Courtesy Photo/Edwards Air Force Base

Maj. Gen. Arnold Bunch Jr. (left), Air Force Test Center commander, 
pins the Air Medal on Maj. Todd Abshire during a ceremony in front of  
Bldg. 1, Oct. 14.

“Todd has 
always wanted 
to fly. Even his 
sixth grade 
yearbook  
predicted that 
he would  
become an Air 
Force pilot.”

–Jean Abshire,
Major Abshire’s mother
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suspensIOn
–from Page 1

protocol for on-going investiga-
tions of gaming act violations.

“The Commission is working 
in coordination with the Osage 
Nation Gaming (Enterprise) 
Board and the Osage Nation 
Attorney General’s Office.”

Based upon Osage law, the 
Commission determined it was 
necessary to temporarily sus-
pend the individuals to protect 
the integrity of the assets of 
the Osage Nation and to pro-
ceed expeditiously to investi-
gate the matters reported, said 
Gaming Commission Chair-
woman Marsha Harlan. 

On Oct. 29, the Gaming 
Commission met again for an 
executive session regarding 
the license issue. Olujic and 
Lobdell requested the meeting 
with the Gaming Commission 
and attended with their hired 
legal counsel in an effort to 
correct the alleged violations, 
Harlan said.

According to draft minutes 
of the meeting, more details 
were issued surrounding the 
license suspensions of Olujic 
and Lobdell. The minutes also 
state that Olujic voluntarily 
surrendered his gaming li-
cense by the meeting’s end and 
that action was accepted by 
the Gaming Commission.  

“Mr. Olujic made a state-
ment thanking the Osage 
Nation and the Gaming En-
terprise for allowing him the 
opportunity to help grow the 
Osage Casinos and to be a part 
of the organization,” the draft 
minutes stated.

It wasn’t immediately 
known if Olujic formally sur-
rendered his resignation, but 
primary gaming management 
officials are required to obtain 
gaming licenses as a pre-em-
ployment condition, according 
to Osage law. Osage Casino 
and Gaming Enterprise Board 
officials did not respond to re-
quests for comment on Olujic’s 
status following the Oct. 29 
meeting.

According to the meeting 
minutes, a charge of embezzle-
ment was made against Olujic, 
noting: “Mr. Olujic used his 
credit card and expense privi-
leges on things that were not 
tribal or business related. Mr. 
Olujic also failed to report or 
disclose to the Commission 
and the (ON) Congress that 
he had used the Nation’s fa-
cilities to develop two busi-

nesses named ‘OC Foods’ and 
‘Play and Eat’ to obtain funds 
for his own personal gain. Mr. 
Olujic also violated the Osage 
Nation Ethics Law by accept-
ing things of value or business 
opportunities in excess for his 
own personal gain.”  

The gaming commission 
then held another executive 
session to discuss the allega-
tions against Olujic and when 
the meeting resumed in public, 
the minutes state: “Commis-
sioner Harlan announced that 
the Commission and Mr. Olu-
jic had reached a compromise 
and that (Eugene) Bertman 
(special counsel for the Gam-
ing Commission) would state 
the proposed compromise. Mr. 
Bertman stated that Mr. Olu-
jic agrees to pay twenty thou-
sand dollars ($20,000) within 
fifteen days and to draft a let-
ter describing ‘Eat and Play’ 
and ‘OC Foods’ to resolve the 
alleged breaches. His license 
will be reinstated and the sus-
pension will be declared void.”

Afterward, Gaming Com-
missioner Jeanine Logan mo-
tioned that the agreement 
be accepted. Then she and 
Harlan voted “yes” to do so. 
After that motion passed, the 
minutes state: “Mr. Bertman 
recommends that the Commis-
sioners accept the voluntary 
surrender of Mr. Olujic’s li-
cense to be processed in accor-
dance with the requirements 
of the Commission.”

Allegations against Lobdell
Following a separate ex-

ecutive session to discuss the 
allegations against Lobdell, 
details of the amended com-
plaint against him are noted 
in the minutes, which state: 
“Mr. Bertman presented the 
charges. The first being in vio-
lation of (Osage law of), falsi-
fying, destroying, erasing or 
altering books, computer data, 
records or other information 
relating to the gaming op-
eration in ways other than is 
provided in approved internal 
controls as well as taking any 
action which interferes with or 
prevents the Commission or 
Congress from fulfilling its du-
ties and responsibilities under 
the Osage Nation Gaming Law 
and the rules of the Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act. Mr. 
Lobdell misstated financial 
information regarding the op-
erations of the Osage Casinos 
with the intent to mislead the 
Commission and the Congress 

in their decision regarding 
the Tulsa (casino expansion) 
Project. The second charge is 
in violation of Title 14-7.104, 
Mr. Lobdell knowingly used 
expense privileges to charge 
items that were not proper 
business expenses and accept-
ed things of value from ven-
dors in violation of the Osage 
Nation Ethics Law.”  

The Oct. 29 meeting did not 
discuss allegations against Lo-
renzo. With business pending 
regarding the Lobdell and Lo-
renzo allegations, Harlan said 
the Gaming Commission could 
not release more details or in-
formation.

Harlan also said a Nov. 14 
hearing is set regarding the al-
legations against Lobdell.

Olujic (Oneida Nation of 
Wisconsin) started working 
for Osage Casino’s predeces-
sor Osage Million Dollar Elm 
Casino in 2009 as chief oper-
ating officer (COO), the same 
year Neil Cornelius was hired 
as CEO. Olujic and Cornelius 
both previously worked in 
gaming for the Oneida Nation 
in manager positions.

Lobdell started his Osage 
Casino CFO post in March 
2010, according to his Linke-
dIn page. He previously served 
as CFO for the Tachi Palace 
Casino (Tachi-Yokut – Califor-
nia) and Apache Gold Resort 
& Casino (San Carlos Apache 
– Arizona).   

Lorenzo started working for 
Osage Casino in 2012. He’s 
worked as an executive chef at 
the Sweetwater Country Club 
in Houston, the Sac & Fox Ca-
sino in Hiawatha, Kans., the 
Pascua Yaqui’s Casino Del Sol 
in Tucson, Ariz., the Tunica-
Biloxi Tribe’s Paragon Casino 
Resort in Marksville, La., 
the Isle of Capri Casino Lake 
Charles in Lake Charles, La., 
and for his own business Chef 
Lorenzo LLC in Houston.

In unrelated news, Harlan 
announced at the start of the 
Oct. 7 meeting that third com-
mission board member Fred 
Beartrack resigned from the 
Gaming Commission citing 
family obligations. The Prin-
cipal Chief’s office is charged 
with appointing an interim 
Gaming Commission board 
member and that person is 
subject to confirmation by the 
ON Congress.

Byron Bighorse 
named interim 
Osage Casino CEO
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation 
Gaming Enterprise Board 
selected Byron Bighorse 
as interim Osage Casino 
CEO for the Nation’s sev-
en-casinos on Oct. 15. 

Bighorse (Osage) was 
general manager of the 
Sand Springs Osage 
Casino up until the an-
nouncement was made. 
The week after his selec-
tion dismissals of four 
manager-level employees, including the casinos’ human 
resources director and the Tulsa casino GM, was an-
nounced. Bighorse then appointed two interim casino gen-
eral managers for the casinos in Sand Springs and Tulsa. 

On Oct. 15 after a five-hour executive session, the five-
member gaming board voted unanimously for Bighorse to 
serve as CEO. The vote comes one week after the ON Gam-
ing Commission suspended the gaming licenses for former 
interim CEO Joe Olujic and two other casino management 
officials pending an investigation of allegations that the 
three men committed Osage gaming law violations. 

According to his LinkedIn page, Bighorse’s tenure with 
Osage Casino started in 2006 when it was the Osage Mil-
lion Dollar Elm Casino. In addition to serving as GM for 
the Sand Springs casino, Bighorse also worked as the spe-
cial events manager. His education includes Tulsa Com-
munity College and Oklahoma State University-Tulsa. 
Bighorse is also the son-in-law to Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear and is married to Osage Casino marketing 
director Jennifer (Standing Bear) Bighorse and is brother-
in-law to the interim Tulsa GM Joseph Standing Bear.

At its day-long Oct. 15 meeting, the gaming board ini-
tially considered a motion to name Bighorse as interim 
CEO after board member Dawn Pratt Harrington made 
the motion, which died for a lack of a second. Later, 
the board began its five-hour executive session, which 
stretched past 6 p.m. The gaming board considered propri-
etary matters in executive session with several Executive 
Branch members and members of Congress attending, but 
as the day went on, the executive session meeting crowd 
shrunk with the last portion of the executive session used 
to consider personnel matters.

Afterward, the gaming board reopened the meeting to 
the public at approximately 6:20 p.m. for remaining board 
motions to consider. At that time, board member John 
“Trey” Goldesberry said: “I move that we appoint Byron 
Bighorse to the interim CEO position.” Harrington sec-
onded the motion and the board approved the motion with 
a 5-0 vote without any discussion.

Casino personnel changes 
In an Oct. 20 email to casino management staff, Big-

horse announced the following personnel changes: Joseph 
Standing Bear is now interim GM of the Tulsa Osage Ca-
sino and Dan Marling is now the Sand Springs casino GM 
where Bighorse worked.

Joseph Standing Bear was previously assistant GM at 
the Tulsa casino and replaces former Tulsa GM Steven 
Penhall. Marling was assistant GM at the Sand Springs 
casino.

Also that week, the Osage News learned four individu-
als were terminated from their Osage Casino manage-
ment positions, according to anonymous sources. Those 
four individuals are:

• Steven Penhall, General Manager, Tulsa, Oct. 21

• Robert Bookout, Human Resources Director,  
Central Offices, Oct. 22 

• John Arnesen, Hospitality General Manager,  
Central Offices, Oct. 22 

• Kevin Brown, Food and Beverage Manager,  
Ponca City, Oct. 22 

The gaming board and Bighorse did not respond to re-
quests for comment on the terminated individuals. 

It’s unknown when the gaming board plans to perma-
nently fill the CEO position, which would include an ad-
vertising period for prospective applicants.

Byron Bighorse, interim Osage 
Casinos CEO

November 18th is the
deadline for all submissions for 

the December issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Rainy weather relocates
Cultural Walk this year
Tara Madden
Osage News

The sixth annual Cultural 
Walk: From Kansas to Home 
that is usually held at the Mul-

lendore Crossbell Ranch was 
moved to the Wah-Zha-Zhi 
Cultural Center this year due 
to rainy weather. 

The rainfall of the days 
leading up to the walk caused 

the roads and grounds at the 

Crossbell Ranch to become too 

muddy for trucks to be able to 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The 2014 Cultural Walk was cancelled this year due to the consistent rain that made the travel conditions to the 
Cross Bell Ranch dangerous to participants. However, the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center staff still held activities 
such as camping, hand games, Indian Dice and stories for the kids. The participants also watched educational 
movies, roasted marshmallows and made s’mores around a campfire behind the Cultural Center. 

See walk
—Continued  on Page 8
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wInd Farm
–from Page 1

he would have filed a court 
order in Osage Nation Trial 
Court against Enel Green 
Power North American, Inc., 
currently constructing wind 
turbines north of Highway 60 
and send the Osage Nation 
Police Department to stop con-
struction.

“The Osage Congress has 
chosen not to allow the Osage 
Nation courts or the police to 
protect our minerals estate. 
That is their choice,” Standing 
Bear said. “I have confidence 
in the Osage Court and our 
Osage Police. They deserved 
the opportunity to try to halt 
the wind farms.”

But would it have worked? 
And what would the repercus-
sions to the Nation have been 

from ENEL and other non-In-
dian landowners? Those were 
the questions and uncertain-

ties expressed by two Osage 
Minerals Council members 
and the Speaker of the Con-

gress Maria Whitehorn at the 
Government Operations Com-
mittee meeting Nov. 4.

Minerals Councilwoman 
Cynthia Boone said the OMC 
wasn’t “sitting on their hands” 
when it came to stopping the 
wind turbine construction.

“On Oct. 29 we had a spe-
cial meeting with our attorney 
… we requested the United 
States to take action in this 
emergency situation, and since 
our trust responsibility is a 
federal fiduciary trust respon-
sibility, this resolution was 
passed 8-0,” Boone said.

Minerals Councilwoman 
Stephanie Erwin said there 
are currently too many legal 
cases involving oil producers, 
land owners and Osage head-
right holders and the passage 
of expanded jurisdiction for 
the Nation would only cause 
confusion and possible harm 
at this point.

“I feel like this is an ex-
periment to see if we have 
jurisdictional authority over 
non-Osages,” said Whitehorn. 
“I’m concerned with the rami-
fications. We’re going into this 
unknown territory, we try it, 
and it doesn’t work – either 
we’ll be involved in litigation 
in other courts, or we’ll have 
to say, oops, we were wrong … 
I just want to know what you 
think will happen to us?”

Buffalohead said she didn’t 
have a crystal ball to see what 
will happen but she felt that 
the Nation should exercise its 
sovereign rights and that the 
legislation wasn’t aimed at af-
fecting the minerals estate or 
minerals council issues, it was 
to encompass non-Indians who 
commit crimes against Osages.

She said she’s seen too many 
cases where non-Indians com-
mitted crimes against Osages 
and county and state courts 
didn’t care to take the cases.

“Saying you have sovereign-
ty and exercising it are two 
different things,” said Con-
gressman RJ Walker. “This 
would be an action of sover-
eignty. This was something 
that was initiated by Chief 
Standing Bear … and I respect 
him (and his career in law).”

Voting “no” on ONCA 15-03 
were Congress members Shan-
non Edwards, John Jech, John 
Maker, Archie Mason, Ron 
Shaw, William “Kugee” Su-
pernaw and Maria Whitehorn. 
Voting “yes” were Congress 
members Alice Buffalohead, 
Otto Hamilton, Angela Pratt, 
RJ Walker and James Norris.

BIA silence

The first wind turbine has 

gone up north of Highway 60 

and the Bureau of Indian Af-

fairs has done nothing to stop 

it.

BIA Osage Agency Super-

intendent Robin Phillips sent 

a letter to Enel Green Power 

North American, Inc., on Sept. 

29, ordering the Italian com-

pany to halt construction af-

ter a pit 60 feet wide and 30 

feet deep was discovered and 

the limestone underneath the 

surface had been crushed and 

piled around the wind turbine 

foundation. The Osage Nation 

owns all the minerals under 

the surface to make up the 

Osage Minerals Estate.

Without a Sandy Soil Per-

mit granted from the Osage 

Agency, construction cannot 

proceed, according to a letter 

sent to Francesco Venturini, 

ENEL president. 

“Failure to comply may re-

sult in this matter being for-

warded to the Office of the 

Field Solicitor for further ac-

tion,” according to the letter.

Since Sept. 29, no letter or 

action has come from the BIA 

in stopping ENEL from fur-

ther construction.

Three lost cases

Currently, the Nation has 

lost three court cases in the 

wind farm fight. One at the 

federal level two years ago and 

two at the state level. Stand-

ing Bear said that the only op-

tion congress has given him is 

to appeal three lost cases. He 

said he was hoping to open up 

other avenues against ENEL 

with ONCA 15-03.

“I guess they don’t like self 

governance either,” Standing 

Bear said. “I wish these people 

(congress) would look at other 

tribes like the Chickasaw, 

Choctaw, Cherokee, see what 

they do. They (congress) just 

want to live in the past. I want 

to move forward … I will be 

resubmitting this legislation, I 

won’t be giving up.”

“I wish these people (congress)  

would look at other tribes like 

the Chickasaw, Choctaw,  

Cherokee, see what they do. 

They (congress) just want to 

live in the past. I want to move 

forward…I won’t be giving up.”
–Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Workers for Enel Green Power North American, Inc. continue construction on the planned wind farms for Osage County on Oct. 14. About 10 wind farm pads can be spotted from  
Highway 60. 

Courtesy Photo/Ryan Red Corn

Wind Farm pads can be seen from an aerial view of Osage County. 

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Workers for Enel Green Power North American, Inc. continue construction on the planned wind farms for Osage 
County on Oct. 14. About 10 wind farm pads can be spotted from Highway 60. 
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BIA sends letter to halt 
wind turbine construction, 
then silence
Osage News

The first turbine has gone up north of Highway 60 and the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs has done nothing to stop it.

BIA Osage Agency Superintendent Robin Phillips sent a letter to Enel Green 
Power North American, Inc., on Sept. 29, ordering the Italian company to halt 
construction after Raymond Whiteshield, Petroleum Engineer Technician, found 
a pit 60 feet wide and 30 feet deep. The limestone underneath the surface had 
been crushed and piled around the wind turbine foundation. The Osage Nation 
owns all the minerals under the surface to make up the Osage Minerals Estate.

Without a Sandy Soil Permit granted from the Osage Agency, construction can-
not proceed, according to a letter sent to Francesco Venturini, ENEL president. 

“Failure to comply may result in this matter being forwarded to the Office of 
the Field Solicitor for further action,” according to the letter.

Dr. Joe Conner of Fairfax took the initial photos of the excavation that alerted 
the Chief’s Office of the construction by the wind company. 

Since Sept. 29, no letter or action has come from the BIA in stopping ENEL 
from further construction.

Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

• Submit an application within 30 days of 
time of death

• Provide copy of Osage Membership Card 
for deceased individual

• Provide a copy of a death certificate for the  
deceased individual

• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral 
Home statement of the deceased individual

The application is complete when all pertinent 
documentation is received by this office; once the 
application is complete a letter of approved funds 
and check will be mailed to the funeral home. 
Notice will also be sent to the applicant inform-
ing them of the amount being paid to the funeral 
home.
• Allow 10-14 working days for completed  

application to be processed and a check issued.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221

Email: jjones@osagetribe.org

Wind Farm stock image

Submitting Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail it to the 

Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or 
send email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and infor-
mative to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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See wells
—Continued  on Page 16

Fairfax grocery store and
senior and child care center 
funding considered 
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

FAIRFAX, Okla. – The $3.3 million 
funding bill for a proposed Osage Na-
tion senior/ child care facility in Fair-
fax is subject to an amendment to allow 
the Nation to invest in a proposed food 
store that would fill the vacant Palace 
Grocery store building – pending ap-
proval by the Fourth ON Congress.

On Oct. 16, the ON Executive Branch 
announced an agreement in principle 
with ALLS Grocery Inc. to open a full-
service food store in the Palace Grocery 
building that has sat empty for over 
two years. Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear said the agreement is 
contingent upon a reallocation of pre-
viously appropriated funds for the pro-
posed senior/ child care center to invest 
in the prospective grocery store. 

Standing Bear is proposing Congress 
amend the Fairfax senior/ child care 
center appropriation bill (ONCA 14-10 
passed in April of this year) and move 
$300,000 of that money to help improve 
the building and the remaining $3 mil-
lion stay intended for building the fa-
cility. 

Standing Bear issued an executive 
proclamation for the fourth Congres-
sional Special Session starting Nov. 3, 

which included a legislative bill ONCA 
15-05, seeking to amend ONCA 14-10 
to reallocate the $300,000 for the pro-
posed grocery store.

The proposal to reduce the center’s 
construction to fund the grocery store 
received initial approval from Fairfax 
area residents during an Oct. 23 town 
hall meeting hosted by a Tulsa-based 
consulting firm hired by the Nation to 
conduct a needs assessment on the fa-
cility. The firm, Q2 Consulting, LLC, 
polled about 600 residents via tele-
phone and its workers also spoke with 
residents in-person, said Tara Saylor, a 
Q2 researcher.

At the meeting, Saylor said Q2 
workers met with residents at special 
events, at the Red Devil Superette, 
Brandy’s Drive In “all in the effort of 
understanding what’s important to 
you.”

Standing Bear, who sponsored 
ONCA 14-10 while serving on the Third 
ON Congress, said he did so because, 
“I had heard so much about trying to 
develop our communities and keep our 
cultures alive and how we need to take 
care of our elderly and our children.”

At the Oct. 23 meeting, Standing 
Bear also addressed the proposed plan 
to bring a grocery store back to Fairfax. 

Standing Bear said local resident 

George Pease (Osage) worked with As-
sistant Principal Chief Raymond Red 
Corn and other Executive Branch of-
ficials to bring ALLS Grocery Inc. to 
Fairfax as a prospective store. 

Efforts to revive a grocery store are 
not new in Fairfax, with local residents 
such as Joe Conner, Cecelia Tallchief 
and Mary Jo Webb holding community 
meetings during the years the Palace 
stood vacant.

Despite the proposal to cut $300,000 
from the senior/ child care center, 
Standing Bear said he spoke with 
Bruce Cass of the Nation’s Tribal De-
velopment and Land Acquisition De-
partment, who said construction is still 
possible with $3 million.

According to preliminary designs for 
the Fairfax center, the duel-use build-
ing contains four classrooms and a 
commons area in the child care center; 
the senior center side contains a com-
mons area and both facilities will share 
a kitchen in the center of the building.

ONCA 15-05 is courtesy sponsored 
by Congressman Archie Mason and 
had yet to face initial action by the 
Congress when this issue of the Osage 
News went to press.

Standing Bear also asked the meet-
ing attendees to weigh in on the pro-
posals to bring both the senior/ child 
care center building and grocery store 
to Fairfax with the proposal to fund 
both out of the initial $3.3 million. 

Former Principal Chief Charles Till-
man attended the meeting and asked 
the nearly 20 attendees to raise their 

hands if they supported the idea and 
every hand went up.

Casey Johnson, Executive Branch 
director of operations and Fairfax resi-
dent, said ALLS Grocery owner Lane 
Moore and his son visited Fairfax the 
day before the meeting and toured the 
Palace grocery building.  

“He says he can make it work,” 
Johnson said of Moore opening a store. 
Johnson also said Moore plans to start 
cleaning the building once a lease is 
signed and he has a target opening by 
Jan. 1, 2015.

Fairfax resident and Osage tribal 
judge Marvin Stepson said other near-
by communities, including Ralston and 
Granola, also suffered impacts from not 
having a nearby grocery store, leaving 
residents with a 30-minute one-way 
drive to the nearest towns with grocery 
stores. Stepson said the store should 
have a deli and “whoever runs this gro-
cery store is going to have to listen to 
us or else it’s not going to work.” He 
also believes the store needs to carry 
Osage food “including kidney suet.”

Pease said Moore was aware of 
Osage food favorites including suet and 
dried corn.

Red Corn said he told Moore he 
would need to become familiar with the 
term “head cook – and he was paying 
attention.” Red Corn said the two sides 
agreed to work cooperatively together.

Check back to www.osagenews.org 
and the newspaper’s Facebook page for 
updates on the November special ses-
sion when they are available.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Fairfax area residents and Osage Nation tribal officials listen to Principal Chief Geoffrey 
Standing Bear at an Oct. 23 town hall meeting regarding plans for the Nation to build a se-
nior/child care facility, as well as a proposal to bring a grocery business to the vacant Palace 
Grocery store in Fairfax. 

Old water wells in 
Pawhuska Indian Village 
becoming a hazard

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

A Homeowner found what she thought was a sinkhole after heavy rain 
but with further examination it was discovered to be an old well. The 
well was later filled.

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

The well found on the property of a Pawhuska Indian Village resident was 
8 foot deep and four feet wide. The well was later filled. 

Tara Madden
Osage News

Pawhuska Indian Village resident 
B.J. DeFrank was taking out her trash 
the morning of Oct. 13 when she saw a 
hole had opened up on the side of her 
house. At first glance it appeared to be 
a sinkhole, but upon further inspection 
it turned out to be an 8-foot water well. 

She and her husband at first were 
afraid for the neighborhood dogs, fear-
ing they would fall into the well, but as 
the hole got bigger, they began to worry 
about passersby. They covered the hole 
with beams and a safety cone.  

“I was just so scared that a dog or 
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SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

The second structure of the first phase of the Osage Campus Master plan is going up. The second structure will 
be the Osage Nation Welcome Center.

SHANNON SHAW DUTY/Osage News

Construction workers continue to make progress on what will be the home of the Osage Nation Police Depart-
ment and the Osage Nation Attorney Generals Office. The first structure to go up in the Osage Campus Master 
plan.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

A view from the Pawhuska Cemetery shows a view from the northwest. Construction workers level the ground 
of what will be the Osage Nation Properties buildings and the structures of the ONPD and the Osage Nation 
Welcome Center are visible in the background.

Oral arguments in 
Pawhuska village 
money cases
scheduled Nov. 5
Osage News

The four defendants charged in the cases of the missing 
Pawhuska Indian Village revenue will return to the tribal 
courtroom on Nov. 5.

Former Pawhuska village Five-Man Board members 
Joe Don Mashunkashey, K.C. Bills, Frank Redcorn and 
Theodore “Ted” Brunt will have their day in Osage Nation 
Trial Court for oral arguments regarding the tribal charg-
es filed against them regarding the missing village money 
first reported in 2012 by an audit conducted by the ON 
Congressional Office of Fiscal Performance and Review.

Each of the four men face several charges filed by 
the ON Attorney General’s Office alleging the men mis-
used public funds – referring to the village income. The 
Pawhuska village receives its revenue through a lease 
agreement with the Osage Casino located just inside the 
southeast corner of the village jurisdiction.

The four men have since retained legal counsel, pled 
not guilty and have filed court motions to dismiss the cas-
es against them.

The AG’s office started investigating the issue of unac-
counted village money after an OFPR audit report stated 
$806,000 in village revenue was unaccounted for. Ac-
cording to the September 2012 OFPR audit report, the 
Pawhuska village received just over $857,000 from its 
rental lease with Osage Casino and its predecessor Osage 
Million Dollar Elm Casino for the period between Novem-
ber 2008 and July 2012.

The oral arguments proceedings took place when the 
November issue of the Osage News went to press. Check 
back to www.osagenews.org or the newspaper’s Facebook 
page for updates when available.

Osage Nation and design
professionals discuss
Skiatook housing plans
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

SKIATOOK, Okla. – Osages 
will soon have an opportunity 
to live in an income-based 
housing addition here on the 
city’s southwest side.

The Osage Nation Hous-
ing Department released pre-
liminary information about 
a proposed housing division 
planned in Skiatook on Oct. 
28. Officials from the Nation 
and a Native American-owned 
planning, architectural and 
design company presented the 
subdivision plans, which will 
comprise 25 three-, four- and 
five-bedroom houses in its first 
phase with construction start-
ing in early 2015.

Housing Department Direc-
tor Andrea Kemble said the 
Nation is using federal Na-
tive American Housing Assis-
tance and Self Determination 
Act (NAHASDA) grant money 
awarded to the Nation for 
building the development. She 
said the development will be 
built on 60 acres purchased by 
the Nation located about 1.5 
miles south of Rogers Boule-
vard off Lenapah Avenue.

Kemble said the develop-
ment will be comprised of rent-
al housing and houses-to-own 
with 25 units slated for phase 

one. She also said the Housing 
Department is now accepting 
applications for this housing 
subdivision.

The division housing avail-
ability will be based on the 
applicant family’s income per 
federal housing guidelines. 
Osage preference will also be 
given priority and non-Osage 
Native Americans may also 
apply, Kemble said.

The Nation worked with 
planning, architectural, design 
firm Blue Star Studio Inc. on 
the division plans that were 
presented at an Oct. 28 public 
meeting in the Skiatook Osage 
Casino Hotel.

Blue Star Studio keeps a 
Pawhuska office in the Busi-

Courtesy Photo

Handouts from the Osage Nation Housing Department details the up-
coming project development.

ness Development Center 
west of the Pawhuska Indian 
Village and its staff includes 
CEO/ Director of Operations 
Jon Red Corn, Principal Archi-
tect Scott Moore and assistant 
project manager Ace Elsea. 

Red Corn, son of ON Assis-
tant Principal Chief Raymond 
Red Corn, introduced Moore, 
who discussed the division 
plans at the meeting with ap-
proximately 30 attendees.

According to Blue Star Stu-
dio’s project portfolio on its 
website, the company has also 
worked on plans for an arts/ 
entertainment venue intended 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The site of the future Skiatook Housing residential development that sits 
southeast from the Osage Casino. 

See hOusIng
—Continued  on Page 12
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Targeted Services 
Support Grants 
announced Sept. 30
 

Osage News

The Osage Nation awarded 
its 2014 Targeted Services 
Support Grants Sept. 30 at the 
Pawhuska Business Center, in 
Pawhuska.

A total of $275,000 was ap-
propriated by the ON Con-
gress for distribution to Rural 
Volunteer Fire Departments, 
Volunteer Fire Departments 
in communities with less than 
1,500 residents; Emergency 
Medical Service providers, and 
organizations offering emer-
gency training such as First 
Aid-CPR-AED, within the 
boundaries of Osage County. 

The grants are to provide 
supplemental funding for gen-
eral purpose equipment and 
supplies with a maximum 
award of $10,000. The Osage 
Nation Strategic Planning and 
Grants Management Depart-
ment received 33 applications 
with funding requests totaling 
$291,768. Out of the applica-
tions received, 31 entities were 
funded $266,749. The remain-
ing $8,251 was set aside to 
cover administrative expenses, 
per stipulations of the legisla-
tion.

The grant award recipients 
for the 2014 Targeted Services 
Support Grant are:

• Hominy Fire Department

• Hominy Ranchers  
Rural Fire Inc.

• Lostman Creek Rural  
Fire Department

• Rock Fire Department

• Denoya Rural Fire 
Department

• McCord Community VFD

• Elm Creek Rural 
Fire Company

• Blackdog Fire Association

• Big Bend Volunteer 
Fire Department

• Prue Volunteer Fire 
Department

• Pershing Rural Fire 
Department

• Hulah Volunteer Fire 
Department Inc.

• City of Pawhuska EMS 

• McCord Public School

• Country Corner EMS

• Barnsdall Rural Fire

• Burbank Volunteer 

Fire Department

• Bar C Fire Department

• Avant Volunteer 

Fire Department

• Wamsley Creek Rural  

Fire Company

• Osage Volunteer 

Fire Department

• Osage Hills Rural  

Firefighters Association Inc.

• Fairfax Volunteer 

Fire Department

• Frankfort Rural 

Fire Company

• Green Country Volunteer  

Fire Department

• Gray Horse Indian 

Village VFD

• City of Pawhuska 

Fire Department

• Pawhuska Hospital, Inc

• Sarge Creek Rural  

Volunteer Fire Department 

• Hominy Community  

Medical Trust

• Wynona Volunteer 

Fire Department

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Participants of the 2014 Cultural Walk were still given the option to camp 
out in their tents, inside the Cultural Center or outside it.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

The participants of the 2014 Cultural Walk dance a round dance as part of a hand game.

All Photos 
TARA MADDEN/Osage News

CLOCKWISE FROM 
LEFT: Local Osages 
discuss Osage history 
at the Osage Tribal 
Museum at the event 
An Evening of Photo-
graphs, with Dr. Daniel 
Swan of the University 
of Oklahoma, Oct. 23.

Photographs from the 
early 1900’s are dis-
played on a table for 
attendees of the event, 
An Evening of Photo-
graphs, at the Osage 
Tribal Museum to iden-
tify on Oct. 23. 

Local Osages view 
photographs from the 
early 1900’s and try to 
identify Osages in the 
photos and name the 
events taking place. 
The Osage Tribal Mu-
seum hosted An Eve-
ning of Photographs, 
with Dr. Daniel Swan of 
the University of Okla-
homa, Oct. 23. 

For the full story,
visit us online at
osagenews.org

haul the supplies and portable 
restrooms to the campsite. 

“I am really thankful for the 
opportunity to learn from the 
Osage people and they feel like 
family. I am thankful for Vann 
(Bighorse) and the Cultural 
Center for all the hard work 
they put into the day,” said 
Tiana Melis who traveled from 
Los Angeles for the walk. 

The cultural walk is a com-
memoration of the 1871 walk 
for the final move of the Osage 
people from Kansas to Okla-
homa to what is now Osage 
County. The walk is a three-
mile trek to the homestead 
of the Mullendore family on 
Crossbell Ranch. 

Despite the rain and reloca-
tion of the walk, attendees still 
had a good time. The WCC 
staff brought all the activi-
ties normally done out at the 
campgrounds into the center. 

“It is always fun to come 
here and play (hand game),” 
Aliyah Wahwassuck, 13, said. 

The day started out with 
videos of the Cahokia Mounds 
near Collinsville, Ill., and how 
discussion as to the stories 
that Osage people could have 
lived there as well. 

Turkey and Ham sandwich-
es were served for lunch with 
chips and everyone sat around 
and visited while eating and 
allowing more people to come 
out and enjoy the day. 

“Loved cooking s’mores and 
hanging out with family and 
friends,” Lily Jones, 10, said. 

Following lunch everyone 
got ready to play hand game. 
WCC Director Vann Bighorse 
gave instructions of how a 
hand game was played and 
explained the rules as well as 

showing an example. Once the 
handgame began there was 
lots of laughter and everyone 
participated. 

The kids all enjoyed the 
Cracker/Whistling contest, 
where the contestant has to 
eat two crackers and immedi-
ately attempt to whistle while 
still having cracker in their 
mouths. This brought a lot of 
laughter from all involved in 
the contest as well from the 
parents looking on. 

The Melis family and Jas-
per Clark were honored with 
Pendleton Blankets for their 
participation in the day. 

The hand game ran four 
hours long and during the 
game Osage cooks prepared 
a meal for everyone. Attend-
ees who chose to camp began 
setting up tents inside the 
Cultural Center and the kids 
were able to go to the WCC li-
brary to sit around the make-
shift campfire and hear stories 
read by librarian Kathleen 
Auschwitz. The movie Dream 
Keeper was played for those 
who wished to watch it.

Dinner was served of fry 
bread, corn soup, green beans 
and potatoes. Prepared by 

Paula Stabler, Dana Daylight, 

Jacque Jones, Miya McKim 

and Tiana Melis. 

After dinner people contin-

ued to set up their tents and 

prepare their camping areas 

inside and outside of the cen-
ter. Indian dice was taught 
to the attendees and the kids 
loved learning the game. 

A campfire was started be-
hind the WCC and people 
roasted marshmallows and 
sat around the campfire tell-
ing scary stories and laughing. 
The family fun and fellowship 
carried on into the night. 

Sunday morning breakfast 
was prepared and ate and then 
camps were taken down and 
everyone helped clean up the 
WCC to end the weekend. 

To learn more about the sev-
enth annual Cultural Walk for 
2015 contact Vann Bighorse 
or Harrison Hudgins at the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center 
(918) 287-5538 or (918) 287-
5569. Website: http://www.
osagenation-nsn.gov/who-we-
are/cultural-center/cultural-
walk

walk
–from Page 3
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Osages come together for Northern California fall gathering 
By Nanette Kelly
NCO Member

On a warm sunny day, in 
the heart of wine country in 
the town of Petaluma, just east 
of Point Reyes National Sea-
shore, close to 80 people from 
northern and southern Cali-
fornia, Oregon, Washington 
state and Oklahoma attended 
the Northern California Osage 
Oct. 4 gathering. 

The gathering opened with 
a prayer in Osage by Cameron 
Pratt; followed by two little 
four-year-old girls walking up 
and presenting Chief Standing 
Bear with a gift. The meeting 
was casual with a great deal 
of free time which allowed at-
tendees to self-pace learn at 
the display tables and visit 
with family, friends and elect-
ed officials.

Visiting Osage Nation elect-
ed officials Chief Standing 
Bear, Congresswoman Shan-
non Edwards, Congresswoman 
Maria Whitehorn and Con-
gressman John Maker all took 
time throughout the gather-
ing to speak with constituents 
about the state of the nation 
and the mineral estate. The 
evening keynote speaker was 
Mineral Councilwoman Kath-
ryn Red Corn who gave a talk 
and Q & A about the condi-
tion of the mineral estate and 
pending lawsuit. 

Osage Tribal Museum Di-
rector Kathryn Red Corn pre-
sented a talk about the show, 
“We Walk in Two Worlds,” and 
provided a genealogy refer-
ence table for family research 
including 1878 Osage Annu-
ity Rolls; the Authentic Osage 
Indian Rolls, Kansas Osage 
Mission baptismal, marriage 
and internment records, and 
all four volumes of, “The Osage 
An Imperious Ancestry.” She 
and Lou Brock also collected 
copies of historical photos from 
attendees who brought copies 

of images of their Osage an-
cestors and family photos for 
submission to the museum’s 
permanent collection. Senior 
Osage Tribal Museum Re-
searcher Lou Brock presented 
his Osage Nation Timeline 
project and sold out his au-
thored Osage Nation Timeline 
books. Anyone who missed out 
on purchasing a copy can con-
tact the Osage Tribal Museum.

Osage Constituent Services 
Director Jacque Jones was 
available to speak with con-
stituents and provided infor-
mation about tribal resources 
and helped with constituents’ 
questions and issues of con-
cern, and aid people with sign-
ing up for the Osage medical 
benefit card.

Osage Nation Language 
teacher and Database Special-
ist Cameron Pratt did a talk on 
the Osage Language and did 
language study in small groups 
and individually for both chil-
dren and adults, including a 
study group the night before 
the gathering. The children’s 
group was, to the delight of the 
children, held outside in the 
park adjacent to a beautiful 
pond inhabited by ducks and 
river otters. 

Congresswoman Edwards 
was the volunteer NCO head 
cook for the day, she did a 
cooking demonstration “Tra-
ditional Osage Foods with a 
Healthy Twist” which con-
sisted of corn, squash and buf-
falo pot pie dishes including a 
“build your own meat pie” seg-
ment where attendees were al-
lowed to make their own pies 
for lunch with a variety of in-
gredients such as green chil-
ies, which seemed to be quite 
popular. Cameron Pratt added 
an Osage language component 
to the cooking demonstrations.

The gathering was not only 
filled with good food, but also 
good music, song, art, crafts 
and memories. Terry Filer 

See nOrcal
—Continued  on Page 14

performed a few pieces on her 
Native American Flute. Art-
ist Yatika Fields did an Art-
ist Talk and “Live Painted” a 
work (which was auctioned off 
at the end of the meeting in 
what turned out to be a bidding 

war) while singer/ songwrit-
er Marca Cassity sang a few 
of her songs from her album 
“Songs from the Well,” and 
Lou Brock played some beauti-
ful pieces on the piano. Author 
Ruby Hansen Murray lead a 

60-minute writing group, “The 
Power of Place,” a workshop 
in which participants explored 

the riches of personal or fam-

Courtesy Photo

Yatike Fields, Osage artist, does a live painting for auction at the Oct. 4 Northern California Osage meeting in 
Petaluma, Calif. 

Seven 2014 Healthy 
Harvest award 
winners announced 
Osage News

This year, the Osage Na-
tion’s Communities of Excel-
lence program honored seven 
local people and entities for 
their efforts in promoting 
healthy lifestyles and choices.

Those recognitions were 
delivered during the Commu-
nities of Excellence’s Healthy 
Harvest Dinner and award 
ceremony held Oct. 2 at the 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center.

In keeping with the healthy 
living theme, the dinner event 
featured healthy dishes pre-
pared with fresh fruit and 
vegetables and meat that was 
locally grown.

According to Electa Red 
Corn, community liaison for 
Communities of Excellence: 

“The majority of the vegeta-
bles – turnip greens, radishes, 
banana peppers, tomatoes, 
and okra – were purchased 
and donated by Tom Trumbly 
of Allred Patch. Squash from 
the Cultural Center garden 
was also served and this was 
grown by Ta-Wa AmeriCorps 
staff:  Bruce Tiger, LaTonya 
West, Tom Trumbly, Nikhazi 
Supernaw, Nataska Rouse, 
and AmeriCorps Program Co-
ordinator Katelyn Rulo. Also 
some Anishinaabe (Ojibwa) 
friends provided manoomin 
(wild rice) from Wisconsin.“

This year’s Healthy Harvest 
award winners are:

• Elaine Hight and Ross  
Mashunkashey (Osage) 
each won the Rising  
Star Advocates for 
Healthy Living award. 

• Jacquelin Boulanger 

(Osage) won the Communi-

ty Health Champion award.

• McCord Public School is the 

recipient of the Champion 

of School Health award.

• Fi Davis, director of the 

Osage Nation Food  

Distribution Program 

won the Champion of 

Senior Health award.

• Osage Nation WIC program  

won the Champion of 

Children’s Health award

• Theresa Flowerette, 

RPN and Acadia Family 

Clinic won the Champion 

of Business Health.

According to the Communi-

ties of Excellence website, its 

“mission is to address the is-

sues causing chronic disease 

within the Osage people and 

residents of Osage County. We 

will accomplish this by edu-

cating the citizens in healthy 

lifestyles and the process of 

disease prevention through 

healthy food choices, exercise, 

and being tobacco-free.”

For more information on the 

Communities of Excellence 

program and its services, visit: 

www.osagenation-nsn.gov/

what-we-do/communities-ex-

cellence.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

TOP: Gail Boe, Communities of Ex-
cellence director, serves food to 
the attendees of the 2014 Healthy 
Harvest Awards dinner on Oct. 2 at 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center. 
The awards dinner aims to honor 
local residents for their efforts to 
live and promote healthy lifestyles.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

MIDDLE: Ross Mashunkashey, 
who writes a blog on recovery and 
healthy living for the Osage News 
and also works at PRT, was one of 
the recipients at the 2014 Healthy 
Harvest Awards dinner on Oct. 2 at 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center. 
The awards dinner aims to honor 
local residents for their efforts to 
live and promote healthy lifestyles.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

BOTTOM: Attendees got to choose 
from various healthy dishes made 
with local produce at the 2014 
Healthy Harvest Awards dinner on 
Oct. 2 at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center. The awards dinner aims to 
honor local residents for their ef-
forts to live and promote healthy 
lifestyles.
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Red Ribbon Dance
All Photos Tara Madden / Osage News

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
Titan Harris dances with his cowboy hat on and his fan at the 2014 Red 
Ribbon dance at the Osage County Fairgrounds Oct. 25.

The newly crowned 2014-2015 Red Ribbon Princess Alissa Hamilton 
stands with outgoing princess Dresdyn Hinman at the 2014 Red Ribbon 
dance at the Osage County Fairgrounds Oct. 25.

Erin Casoose contests at the 2014 Red Ribbon dance at the Osage County 
Fairgrounds Oct. 25.

Tanaka Supernaw contests at the 2014 Red Ribbon dance at the Osage 
County Fairgrounds Oct. 25.

Rosemary Shaw, red broadcloth blanket on the right, was the 2014 Red 
Ribbon honoree for her years of service in the counseling field. 
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Pawnee cook wins
second consecutive 
taco championship 
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

For the second consecutive year, Ra-
mona Horsechief is the top Indian taco 
cook after winning first place at the 
2014 National Indian Taco Champion-
ship in Pawhuska.

Horsechief (Pawnee/ Cherokee) took 
the winning honors and $1,500 in prize 
money after competing against 15 oth-
er competitors in the annual event held 
Oct. 4 on Kihekah in front of the Trian-
gle Building. That day, the participants 
set up food booths where they prepared 
their Indian taco dishes for sale to the 
public and also prepared dishes for the 
two rounds of judging for the top three 
finishers.

Finishing in second place ($1,000 
prize) was the Strike Axe booth run by 
Osages Marjorie Williams, Tom Trum-
bly and assisting family members. 
Third place ($500) went to Beatrice 
Realrider (Pawnee), who won second 
place in 2012.

This year’s People’s Choice award 
and $1,000 prize went to Dana Day-
light, who ran a booth with family 
members including Mary Wildcat and 
Robynn Rulo. Spectators who sign up 
and pay a fee to sample tacos from the 
contestants and score their best choices 
determine the winner in the People’s 
Choice competition.  

Horsechief said she is “thankful to 
God” and felt “just blessed” after learn-
ing she won first place. Horsechief ca-
ters and sells her Indian tacos out of 
food booths at various Native Amer-
ican-related festivals and special 
events. Horsechief also won first place 
in the 2009 competition and her sister, 
Lisa Pahsetopah, won first place in the 
dessert taco competition offered that 
year.

In this year’s competition, Horsechief 
said she cooked her chili with venison 
and buffalo meat. She also makes her 

own salsa with chilies that are roasted 
in the ground beforehand.   

Horsechief launched Horsechief Ca-
tering last year and said she still holds 
cooking presentations on healthy eat-
ing ideas and cooks for ministry events. 
She refers to these efforts as “using her 
God-given skills and talent.”  

This year’s participation of 16 food 
booths is up from last year’s count at 
13, said event worker Patricia Wilson. 
By afternoon, Wilson said 64 people 
had signed up to be People’s Choice 
judges so they could sample Indian ta-
cos from the booths.

Wilson said she was also encouraged 
by the day’s cool sunny weather which 
was suitable for the event. In 2012, the 
event took place amid cloudy skies that 
brought rain, sleet and snow all in one 
day. 

For the top three place judging, the 
Indian taco dishes faced two rounds of 
judging, as well as a “celebrity judge” 
round where invited well-known locals 
and public officials sampled the dishes 
before writing their scores on pieces of 
paper. This year’s celebrity judge panel 
included reigning 2014 Osage Princess 
Katelynn Pipestem, Osage County Dis-
trict Court Judge John Kane, Osage 
Nation Assistant Principal Chief Ray-
mond Red Corn, Interior designer Chad 
Renfro, and Tulsa’s News on 6 reporter 
Tess Maune. 

Daylight said she felt “ecstatic, 
thankful and grateful” for her second 
win of the People’s Choice award. “It 
takes a lot of work – good chili, good 
bread and good service,” she added.

Daylight attributed her win to the 
homemade pico de gallo used on the 
Indian tacos, as well as the “love and 
laughter” she shared with assisting 
family members and the spectators 
who visited with them.

The 2015 National Indian Taco 
Championship date is set again for the 
first Saturday in October, according to 
the event’s Facebook page.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Ramona Horsechief, Pawnee, won her second consecutive first place title at the National 
Indian Taco Championships in downtown Pawhuska on Oct. 4.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

The winners, from left to right: Dana Daylight, People’s Choice winner; Beatrice Real-
rider, 3rd Place winner; Marjorie Williams for Strike Axe, 2nd Place winner; and Ramona 
Horsechief, 1st Place winner. 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Marjorie Williams of Strike Axe team makes frybread for their Indian Taco stand at the Na-
tional Indian Taco Championships in downtown Pawhuska on Oct. 4.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Straight dancers round dance at the National Indian Taco Championships in downtown 
Pawhuska on Oct. 4. 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Indian Tacos made by Beatrice Realrider, Pawnee, who won third place enter the judge’s 
station at the National Indian Taco Championships in downtown Pawhuska on Oct. 4.

for people with disabilities in Albuquerque, N.M. and a transitional living center 
for at-risk youth in Santa Fe, N.M., and the company has done presentations on 
the Rosebud Sioux reservation in South Dakota on energy efficiency improve-
ments for housing. 

Moore said he and the workers interacted with the Osage public and took the 
region into consideration when developing plans for the subdivision. He said many 
people told him “community” is important. “Ultimately planning and designing 
can really make a difference, home is very much where the heart is,” Moore said.

Moore said the housing plans call for the units to be compliant with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and native-area plants, trees and grass would 
be used for the landscaping. 

Also according to the plans, each house would contain a carport and a storm 
shelter. The division would also include signage in both English and the Wah-
Zha-Zhi languages.

The plans call for the housing to be built in two phases with groundbreaking 
occurring early next year on the first one. Phase one comprises 25 houses with 
three, four and five bedrooms options with 15 designated as three-bedroom hous-
es and five each for the four- and five-bedroom housing units.

The houses will be built in a subdivision with six streets (including four cul-
de-sacs).

Kemble said ground breaking could be held in February or March of next year 
pending future ac-
tion on the plans 
including selection 
of hiring a con-
struction company. 

In the mean-
time, Kemble said 
her office is accept-
ing applications for 
the subdivision. 
For more hous-
ing and applica-
tion information, 
the Housing De-
partment can be 
reached at (918) 
287-5310. Its web-
site is at: www.osa-
genation-nsn.gov/
what-we-do/hous-
ing-department.

Courtesy Photo

A handout from the 
Osage Nation Hous-
ing Department 
details the upcom-
ing project develop-
ment.

hOusIng
–from Page 7
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OSAGE CULTURE
Our New Arbor is 
now The Old Arbor

Charles Red Corn

Charles Red Corn
Osage News

It was in the late 1960’s. 
Uncle Henry Lookout was 
Pawhuska Head Commit-
teeman. Louis “Sonny” 
Cunningham was Drum-
keeper. It was time for the I 
Lo’n Schka Drum to sound, 
and a heavy rain storm hit 
Indian Camp. That was the 
day we set up the Drum 
and the Singers, the Lady 
Singers and the Dancers on 
the grass just west of the 
Old Arbor.

The Arbor ground had 
been smoothed and swept 
many times over the years, 
and some of the dirt on the 
floor of the Arbor had been 
carried out. The floor of the 
Arbor was lower than the 
ground surrounding the Ar-
bor. Over the years, when it 
rained the rain water sim-
ply ran into the Arbor, cre-
ating quite a mess.  

Everyone was convinced 
we needed a new Arbor 
and at a Committee Meet-
ing we agreed to build it. 
Uncle Henry Lookout rea-
soned that building the Ar-
bor was the responsibility 
of the Whip Men, and the 
Committee agreed. Don Big 
Elk and I were the Whip 
Men and we agreed. There 
was not a great deal for the 
Whip Men to do, we just 
told people what we need-
ed and somehow it would  
be there.

It would not be a diffi-
cult project to do. We knew 
it would take some time to 
accomplish, which was our 
primary concern. We knew 
that we needed all of the 
time we could get. The first 
step in our plan would be to 
tear down the old Arbor on 
the Monday following the 
four day June dance.

At that time Grayhorse 
would dance on the first 
weekend in June, just as 
it does today. Pawhuska 
would dance on either the 
second or third weekend, 
and Hominy would dance 
on the last weekend in 
June. At a meeting with 
the Hominy Drumkeeper 
and Head Committee-
man, Hominy agreed to 
allow Pawhuska to dance 
on the last weekend, and 
things have been that way 
since then. It turned out 
that we needed that extra 
week to complete building  
the Arbor.

The first step was to de-
termine how big the Arbor 
would be. Everyone had an 
opportunity to make his or 
her point of view known. 
The point of view most giv-

en was that it needed to be 
much larger.

Chief Paul Pitts arranged 
a meeting with engineers 
at the Osage Agency and 
they agreed to draw the 
engineering plans for the  
Arbor structure. 

Chief Paul Pitts went 
to see Mr. Frank Phillips, 
the head of Phillips Petro-
leum Company. He asked 
him if Phillips Petroleum 
could donate steel rods and 
drill stem pipe to be used to 
form structural parts for the 
roof and bleacher seats. Mr. 
Phillips agreed and the steel 
pipe and steel rods were de-
livered to us.

Several individuals con-
tributed substantial sums. 
There were several ben-
efit Hand Games that took 
place, and all of the Hand 
Games were well attended, 
and all of the Hand Games 
were a lot of fun. The Com-
mittee and the Community 
knew that the People would 
accomplish the goal of build-
ing the Arbor.

It took that year to plan, 
and build and raise the 
funding for the new Arbor. 
A few years later the New 
Arbor was expanded to al-
low for more seating. I re-
member several times when 
asking for assistance there 
would be a comment from a 
person that would suggest 
other uses the Arbor could 
serve. Our answer was al-
ways that the Arbor had 
one purpose. That purpose  
was I Lo’n Schka.

–––––––––
About the author: 

Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, is 
the author of “A Pipe for Feb-
ruary” and various other pub-
lished works. Red Corn received 
his B.A. in Psychology and his 
Masters of Education Admin-
istration from Penn State. He 
is a veteran of the U.S. Army 
and resides with his wife Jeri in 
Norman, Okla. He is the Osage 
News culture columnist.

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

ABOVE: LaVina Clark, Domestic 
Violence victims advocate for the 
Osage Nation, holds a banner to 
begin the 3rd Annual 6 Nations - 
Walk Together Against Domestic 
Violence Walk held in Ponca City 
on Oct. 17.

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

MIDDLE: Participants of the 3rd 
Annual 6 Nations - Walk Together 
Against Domestic Violence Walk 
prepare to release purple balloons 
in honor of victims of domestic 
violence. Purple is the official color 
of the Domestic Violence Aware-
ness month. 

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

BOTTOM: Participants of the 3rd 
Annual 6 Nations - Walk Together 
Against Domestic Violence Walk 
hold hands. The walk was held in 
Ponca City on Oct. 17.

ily memory. Danette Daniels 
from the Cedar Chest Indian 
Shop in Pawhuska provided 
an Osage Clothing and Indian 
goods booth.

By 8 p.m., the adults were 
all in good conversations 
throughout the hall, and the 
children had taken over em-
ceeing the gathering by run-
ning the raffle by themselves 
at the microphone. As a mat-
ter of fact, one young man who 
participated in the children’s 
outdoor language group that 
day was delegated to close out 
the meeting and did so speak-
ing some of the words he had 
just learned. And by 9 p.m., 
even though the hall cleanup 
crews were removing the fur-
niture out from under attend-
ees, the party wasn’t over and 
conversing Osages continued 
to linger in and outside the 
building enjoying conversation 
on into the night ...

The NCO Oct. 4, 2014 gath-
ering was planned and orga-
nized by Karen Elliot, Melani 
King and myself. The North-
ern California Osage group 
was formed by Osages living 
in northern California to meet 
for fellowship. The Northern 
California Osages are not af-
filiated with any past northern 
California Osage organization 
or any other current Osage 
organization. We do not hold 
a political agenda nor do we 
endorse any political candi-
date or issue. The group’s sole 
purpose is to provide a meet-
ing space for the sharing of 
cultural values and ideas in-
cluding issues of concern about 
the Osage Nation. We usually 

organize two meetings a year 
(spring and fall) hosting a di-
versity of guests from Okla-
homa. For more information 
on future gatherings email: 
osages@northerncaliforniao-

sage.org, website: northern-

californiaosage.org, and Join 

the Northern California Osage 

on Facebook facebook.com/

groups/46460923890/ 

Courtesy Photo

Osage Nation Congressman John Maker and Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards cook traditional Native foods with a healthy twist at the Oct. 4 
Northern California Osage meeting in Petaluma, Calif.

Courtesy Photo

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear, Osage Tribal Museum direc-
tor Kathryn Red Corn and Lou Brock, OTM researcher, visit at the Oct. 4 
Northern California Osage meeting in Petaluma, Calif. 

nOrcal
–from Page 9
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CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

ABOVE: Attendees play games, get 
their faces painted, do cake walks 
and learn about living drug free at 
the Red Ribbon Carnival Oct. 23.

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

RIGHT: Sack dinners of hotdogs 
and chips are laid out for the at-
tendees of the Red Ribbon Car-
nival at the Osage County Fair-
grounds on Oct. 23.

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

ABOVE: A woman does tricks on a trapeze at the Red Ribbon Carnival on 
Oct. 23.

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

BELOW: JackLynn Bighorse slides down a Jupiter Jump slide at the Red 
Ribbon Carnival Oct. 23. 

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

A girl gets her face painted as part of the carnival attractions Oct. 23 at 
the Osage County Fairgrounds.

Pawhuska Indian Village holds community dinner
Osage News

On Oct. 27, the Pawhus-
ka Indian Village Five-Man 
Board held an appreciation 
dinner to recognize local resi-
dents and organizations that 
have worked with the village 
this past year as it worked on 
plans for a new dance arbor, 
grounds maintenance and a 
master plan for the residential 
community.

Board chairwoman Paula 
Stabler said plans are under-
way to map out future pros-
pects and improvements for 
the village. She said the board 
is working with planning, ar-
chitecture and Osage-owned 
design company Blue Star 
Studio Inc. on the project. The 
company keeps a Pawhuska 
office in the business develop-
ment center west of the village 
and also worked on plans for 
the new dance arbor project 
and is owned by Jon Red Corn.

Stabler said a Nov. 10 vil-
lage meeting is planned to 
discuss future village plans at 
Wakon Iron Hall. 

Afterward, the residents, 
families and visitors enjoyed 
several rounds of “really fast” 
bingo for prizes and T-shirts.

All Photos BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

TOP PHOTO: Five Man Board mem-
bers Paula Farid, Jodell Heath and 
Osage lady singer Julia Lookout 
prepare to serve Pawhuska Indian 
Village residents at their annual 
steak dinner on Oct. 27 in Wakon 
Iron Hall.  

Pawhuska Indian Village residents play bingo at their annual 
steak dinner on Oct. 27 in Wakon Iron Hall.

Five Man Board member Jodell Heath, Pehan Red Corn and 
board member Ryan Red Corn draw numbers for bingo.
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See BreastFeedIng
—Continued  on Page 19

Osage elected to Okla. 
Association of Realtors
Osage News

Osage tribal member Kacy 
Bell has been recently elected 
president of the Oklahoma As-
sociation of Realtors. 

As president, Bell will rep-
resent OAR to the public, gov-
ernment entities and other 
organizations, as well as attend 
National Association of Real-
tors events. She will also be responsible for installing directors 
at local boards of Realtors throughout the state and managing 
committees within OAR.

Bell has been licensed in Oklahoma since 1985 and currently 
serves the Tulsa area. Her professional designations include Ac-
credited Buyer Representative Manager (ABRM), Certified Real 
Estate Brokerage Manger (CRB) and Performance Management 
Network (PMN). She received the Greater Tulsa Association’s 
Realtor of the Year award in 2007 and the OAR Outstanding 
Service award in 2010.

“Oklahoma has a burgeoning real estate industry, and as a 
leadership team, we are excited to lead OAR members through 
this time of growth and opportunity,” Bell said. “We are all ex-
perienced in the industry and organization, so we look forward 
to using our knowledge and the great platform shaped by our 
predecessors to offer a vision for the future of Oklahoma real 
estate.”

Kacy Bell

Honoring Our 
Osage Sisters Day

CHALENE TOEHAY/Osage News

Principal Chief Geoffrey Standing Bear proclaimed Oct. 4 as Honoring 
Our Osage Sisters Day and signed the proclamation at the Osage Nation 
Executive Branch on Oct. 2. From L to R: Deloris Davis, LaVina Clark, Chief 
Standing Bear and Assistant Principal Chief Raymond Red Corn.

Mud Creek Bridge completed 
with help from Nation
Osage News

The Osage Nation and 
Osage County District 1 cel-
ebrated the completion of Mud 
Creek Bridge with a ribbon 
cutting on Oct. 8.

A collaboration of both en-
tities, the bridge runs over 
Mud Creek on LB May Drive 
in Pawhuska. The Mud Creek 
Bridge is just the latest in road 
and bridge projects the Na-
tion has collaborated with the 
county. The Nation helps with 
public roads and bridges with-

in the service areas of the Na-
tion and they are maintained 
by the county, municipalities 
and the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Transportation.  

According to a prepared re-
lease, the project consisted 
of approximately 2.5 miles of 
milling, asphalt overlay, drain-
age improvements and a new 
126 ft. bridge over Mud Creek, 
to accommodate heavy truck 
traffic allowing this route to be 
used for the City of Pawhuska 
truck route.

The project cost $2.2 mil-

lion. The engineering, right-
of-way acquisition and utility 
relocations were completed by 
Osage County, according to 
the release. 

“This project falls in line 
with the goals and objectives 
of the Osage Nation Roads De-
partment of improving travel 
safety to and from Osage Na-
tion facilities and interests 
by building new roads and 
bridges or improving existing 
roadways,” according to the 
release.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Ribbon Cutting of the Mud Creek Bridge. L to R: Harold Lasarge-Osage Nation, Cindy Murphy-Osage County, 
Tom Teel-Osage County, Mike McCartney-City of Pawhuska, Ed Harris-Osage Nation, Justin Carr-Osage Nation, 
Jerry Howerton-Osage County, Special Advisor to the Office of the Chiefs- Casey Johnson, Aaron Peck-Guy En-
gineering, Osage County Commissioner Bob Jackson, Jody Burd-Osage Nation, Rebecca Alvarez-Guy Engineer-
ing, Osage County Commissioner Scott Hilton.

‘Mixed messages’ send the wrong message 
about breastfeeding, experts say
By Mallory Black
Native Health News Alliance

Breastfeeding tips and 
advice can be tough to de-
cipher, but attitudes that 
say when and where women 
can breastfeed can add even  
more confusion. 

The store manager of a Bev-
erly Hills, Calif., boutique told 
a mom to breastfeed in the 
bathroom, off the sales floor 
and out of the public eye. 

A restaurant manager in Or-
egon ordered a nursing mother 
to cover up as she breastfed, 
despite a state law that pro-
tected her right to do so.

Women are instructed when 
and where it’s socially accept-
able to breastfeed, says Linda 
Blum, a sociology expert at 
Northeastern University, but 
they’re expected to keep it out 
of sight, out of mind. 

These cultural attitudes 
make it difficult for mothers to 
decide whether breastfeeding 
is right for them.

“You should have that right, 
but the problem is the atti-
tudes haven’t changed,” Blum 
says. “No matter how discreet 
a woman is, it’s still something 
we’d rather was invisible.”

For Native moms, Camie 

Goldhammer (Sisseton-Wah-
peton), founder of the Native 
American Breastfeeding Co-
alition of Washington, says 
breastfeeding has been lost 

Courtesy Photo/Mallory Black

Some department stores and shopping malls provide quiet private rooms 
where mothers may nurse, but recent incidents show it’s still controver-
sial for women to breastfeed in public. 

child could have fallen in that 
hole so I put the beams there 
to make sure it was covered,” 
she said. 

The well measured 8 feet 10 
inches deep and 2 foot 7 inches 
wide. DeFrank bought half a 
load of gravel to fill in the well. 

But as it turns out, every 
home in the three district vil-
lages had a well.

“Every home out at Indian 
Camp had a well at one time. 
We plugged about eight to 12 
in 2002. We hired a contractor 
to fill them in with cement,” 
said Paula Stabler, Five Man 
Board chairwoman. “It’s really 
pretty common. Some are un-
der porches and such. Houses 
are built on top of others. You 
have to remember we have 
been here a long time. As we 
find them, we try to do some-
thing with them. 

“People dug their own wells 
too, so there is really no way 
of knowing the location of ev-
ery well out in Indian Camp, 
that would be nearly impos-
sible. We can only do some-
thing about them when they 
are brought to our attention,” 
Stabler said. 

The wells date back to before 
water was furnished to the vil-
lage from the City of Pawhus-
ka. According to Pawhuska 
City Hall worker Barbara 
Smith, she said records show 
the Indian village has been 
getting city water since 1907. 

Debra Atterberry, execu-
tive advisor to Principal Chief 
Geoffrey Standing Bear, also 
lives in the Indian village. 
During spring of this year, the 
ground collapsed in her back-
yard to expose an old water 
well she had thought had been 
filled prior to her moving in a 
couple of years ago. She laid a 

piece of fiberboard over it and 
said the opening in the ground 
was 3 feet long. 

“I’ve been waiting to see 
what the five man board is go-
ing to do about it, it is extreme-
ly dangerous,” Atterberry said 
in an email. 

Atterberry knows first hand 
how dangerous an exposed 
well can be because her broth-
er Danny Walker fell in that 
same well in 1960 when he 
was six years old. Their grand-
mother lived on the property 
then. 

Walker said he fell through 
a hole that was about 14 to 16 
inches wide and dropped down 
about 30 feet to the water. He 
was pulled out by his neighbor 
and brother with a rope and 
had to have 13 stitches in his 
knee from scraping it on the 
way down.  

“I think it is good that peo-
ple know these wells are out 
there and they should keep an 
eye out for them and get some-
thing done about them,” Walk-
er said. “That well at the time 
was 30 feet deep when I fell in; 
no telling how deep other wells 
in the village could be.”

Osage Nation Emergency 
Management has been notified 
of the two wells in this article 
and director Bobby Tallchief 
said he is going to ensure they 
are taken care of properly and 
quickly.

If you or someone you know 
has an exposed well or suspects 
a well on their property in the 
three village districts, please 
contact Emergency Manage-
ment at (918) 287-5225. A pos-
sible well could be a low spot 
in the ground or a small open-
ing in the surface area of the 
ground.

wells
–from Page 6
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NOVEMBER
November 8 

Woodland Elementary  
Fall Carnival 
Fairfax, Oklahoma 

November 11
Veterans Day Dance 
Wah-Zha-Zhi  
Cultural Center 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 
Flag raising at 11 a.m. 
and Program begins 
at 1:30 p.m.

November 11 
Veterans Day – Observed  
Holiday 
Offices Closed 

November 15 
Hominy JOM  
Heritage Dance 
Hominy Indian Village
2 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 671-1980 
or (918) 381-1997

November 15 
OKCPS Native American  
Student Services 
8th Annual OKCPS  
Powwow 
US Grant High School 
5016 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact NASS Office 
at (405) 587-0355

November 17 –  
December 16 

Phlebotomy Classes –  
Career Development  
Classes 
Community Ed Pawhuska 
Classes on Mon-
day and Tuesday 
4 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-3357 
or (918) 333-2422

November 18 
Friends and Appetizers  

Class – Community 
Enrichment Classes 
Community Ed Pawhuska 
Class on Wednesday 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-3357 
or (918) 333-2422

November 22
80th Year Birthday  
Dance Honoring 
Thomas Morris Jr. 
Tha-Ki-Wa Activity  
Center (Gym)
Stroud, Oklahoma 
War Dancing begins  
at 2 p.m.
For more information 
contact (918) 968-3246

November 22
8th Annual OKPCS
Native American Student 
Services Contest Powwow 
US Grant High 
School Gym
5016 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact (405) 587-0355

November 27
Thanksgiving Day – 
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed 

November 28
Osage Heritage Day – 
Observed Holiday 
Offices Closed

November 29 – 30 
Choctaw Casino Powwow 
Durant, Oklahoma 
Gourd Dancing begins  
at 10 a.m.
For more information 
contact sharon.polk@
choctawcasinos.com

DECEMBER
December 2 

Holiday Upcycle Class – 
Community  
Enrichment Classes 
Community Ed Pawhuska 

Class on Tuesday 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-3357 
or (918) 333-2422

December 6 
Wah Zha Zhi Christmas  

Extravaganza

Christmas shopping from 
variety of artists 
and crafters 
Wah Zha Zhi  
Cultural Center 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5538

December 24 – 25 
Christmas Eve and  

Christmas Day –  

Observed Holiday 

Offices Closed 

December 31 
14th Annual New Years 

Eve Sobriety Powwow 

Cox Business Center 
100 Civic Center 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
For more information 
contact (918) 639-7999

Have an event? Send event 

information to the Osage News, 

Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-

hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 

email sshaw@osagenews.org, 

or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 

sure to include event date, loca-

tion, email and Web address (if 

applicable) and a phone number 

where someone can be contact-

ed for validation if necessary. 

Deadline for the December 2014 

issue is November 18, 2014.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

COMMUNITy

Happy Birthday!
Marjorie Cheshewalla will 

be turned 60 years old on Nov. 
7. Happy birthday!

Happy Birthday!
Special birthday wishes for 

Joseph Goodfox Jr. who turns 
10 on Nov. 29. Joseph is in 

Corrections
In the October edition of the Osage News, in the article, 

“Online Osage Language classes now offered,” the online 
language courses started in January of this year, David 
Conaway is not a tribal member and Veronica Pipestem 
was not the sole voice for the comments made to the News. 
For more information about the class, please call (918) 
287-5505.

Courtesy Photo

From L to R: Osage Stanford medical student Layton Lamsam, Dr. Lori Al-
vord and Osage Stanford student Jennifer Meylor.

Stanford students 
spotlight Natives
in medicine

Stanford University’s Natives in Medicine, along with Osage 
members Layton Lamsam and President Jennifer Meylor, wel-
comed Dr. Lori Alvord to their campus in the summer. Dr. Al-
vord, co-author of, “The Scapel and the Silver Bear,” spoke at 
Stanford’s Native American Cultural Center. Alvord shared 
her experiences growing up in a remote Navajo community to 
graduating from Dartmouth University and becoming the first 
Navajo woman surgeon. She encouraged the young pre-med 
Native American students to work hard to become doctors and 
remember how ancient tribal ways and philosophies can help 
a medical system find its way back to its original mission: heal-
ing. Meylor said, “we were happy to host Dr. Alvord because our 
Natives in Medicine group was inspired by her invaluable ad-
vice for pursuing a career in the medical field and her insight 
to cultural competency in the healthcare system.” Alvord is cur-
rently the Associate Dean of Students and Multicultural Affairs  
at Dartmouth.

the 4th grade at Hominy and 

plays football for Pawhuska. 

He loves to dance at powwows, 

and be with family. Joseph is 

the son of Alice and Jerod Buf-

falohead and Joe Goodfox Sr. 

We love you son.

Courtesy Photo

Brooklynn Walls, Union City high school senior (left) and Kennedy Walls, 
high school sophomore (center) helped their volleyball team finish state 
runner-up in Class A this year. Their team won the top award for academic 
excellence of all teams participating in the state tournament. The team’s 
GPA was 3.25 and the starting lineup had a 3.8 GPA. The Walls sisters 
both have an individual GPA of 4.0. Older sister, Brooklynn, was named 
to the all tournament state team. They are the daughters of Christie and 
Durk Sepulvado and the granddaughters of Ed and Connie Feddersen of 
Union City.

UOSC 
announces 
2015 
meeting 
date in 
Carlsbad

The United Osages 
of Southern California 
will host its inaugural 
spring 2015 gathering 
on March 7 in Carlsbad 
under new leadership.

According to UOSC 
organizer Galen Cla-
vier, the meeting will be 
held on March 7 at the 
Carlsbad Senior Center. 
A more detailed agenda 
will be announced after  
Jan. 1.

Clavier and Jake 
Heflin announced in 
early September they 
will be taking over the 
UOSC activities after 
consulting with long-
time UOSC chairman 
Bill Myers who stepped 
down this summer cit-
ing health reasons.

For more information 
on the UOSC organi-
zation, email Clavier 
at socal.osages@gmail.
com.

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Ta-Wa Americorps employees Scottie Supernaw and LaShonda West have 
helped in growing pumpkins for the pumpkin patch all year. 

TARA MADDEN/Osage News

Ta-Wa Americorps employees have worked on community gardens all 
year and created a pumpkin patch for the fall season.
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Osage Nation Jobs: Applica-
tions may be downloaded at 
www.osagetribe.com/main_job-
search.aspx or obtained at the 
Osage Nation Human Resourc-
es Department located at 621 
Grandview in Pawhuska. In-
terested applicants can also call 
(918) 287-5445 or email HR at 
atrumbly@osagetribe.org. Ap-
plications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

Osage Casinos Careers. Vari-
ous Osage Casino Locations. 
For more information contact 
www.osagecasinos.com/careers 

Certification Specialist – 
Pawhuska Child Care. Associ-
ate’s degree in Early Childhood, 
Business or Communications 
preferred. At least three year’s 
experience in related field. Re-
quires a high level of personal in-
tegrity and ethics. Regular Full 
Time.  Salary: $16.07/hr. 

Receptionist – Pawhuska 
WIC. High school diploma re-
quired with 2 to 4 years’ expe-
rience in an office environment. 

CLASSIfIEdS
Requires excellent customer ser-
vice skills. Requires good organi-
zational skills. Requires a high 
level of personal integrity and 
ethics. Regular Full Time. Sal-
ary: $11.50/hr. 

Substance Abuse Counselor 
– Pawhuska Counseling Cen-
ter. Bachelor’s degree in Coun-
seling, Psychology, or Social 
Work preferred. Two (2) to four 
(4) years’ experience in related 
field. Must have a current LADC 
license. Must be familiar with 
domestic violence cases and pro-
vide counseling for clients.  Reg-
ular Full Time. Salary: $20.74/
hr. 

Child Care Provider – 
Pawhuska WELC. High school 
diploma or GED. One (1) year 
previous experience as a day 
care or child care provider in a li-
censed day care facility preferred 
but not required. Child Devel-
opment Associate Certification 
preferred but not required; must 
obtain CDA Certification with 
6 months of hire. Regular Full 
Time. Salary: $11.50/hr.

Social Worker (Indian Child 
Welfare) – Pawhuska Social 
Services. Master’s Degree in 
Social Work or related field pre-
ferred. Bachelor’s Degree in So-
cial work with three (3) years 
direct working experience in 
child welfare services may be 
substituted for Master’s Degree. 
Must be able to effectively as-
sess, diagnose and apply inter-
vention techniques when dealing 
with child and family related 
problems. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $23.67/hr. 

Social Worker (Adult Protec-
tive Services) – Pawhuska 
Social Services. Bachelor’s 
Degree required in Social Work 
or related field and two years of 
social work experience working 
with the elderly and vulnerable 
adults. Must be able to effec-
tively assess, diagnose and apply 
intervention techniques when 
dealing with elderly and family 
related problems. Regular Full 
Time. Salary: $23.95/hr. 

Surveillance Officer – Skia-
took Gaming Commission. 
High School diploma or GED. 
Must have the ability to obtain 
and maintain Gaming license in 
accordance with Tribal and Fed-
eral Gaming Regulations. Must 
have reliable transportation to 
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Mikey Lynn
A young man known for his 
humor and love of the outdoors

Michael “Mikey” Kelly Lynn 
Jr. was born April 13, 1998, 
in Bartlesville to Michael 
and Tina Lynn. Mikey lived 
in Pawhuska, where he was 
raised. Mikey passed away 
October 18, 2014. He attended 
Pawhuska schools where was 
active in wrestling and cross 
country. Mikey was known for 
his smirk of a smile, humor, 
and always surrounded him-
self with family and friends. 
Mikey was an avid outdoors-

man, particularly hunting, 
fishing, and going skiing in 
Breckenridge, Colo. He was 
a member of Pawhuska Im-
maculate Conception Catholic 
Church.

Mikey is survived by his 
parents Michael and Tina 
Lynn of Pawhuska; his broth-
ers Dalton and Patrick Lynn 
of Pawhuska; his sister Kel-
sie and husband Luke Blan-
ton of Lamont, Okla.; nieces 
Brinklee and Bristen Blanton 
and Addy and Lekoda Webb; 
his maternal grandparents 
Curtis and Carolyn Gilmore 
of Locust Grove, Okla.; and 
several aunts, uncles, cousins, 

Michael “Mikey” Kelly Lynn, Jr.

The best source for Osage news now! 
www.osagenews.org

other family and friends. He is 
preceded in death by his sis-
ter Kye Gilmore and brother-
in-law Scott Webb; maternal 
grandmother Mary Gilmore; 
paternal grandparents Joseph 
Roger Lynn and Carolyn J 
Lynn.

We had a celebration of life 
for Michael. His life celebra-
tion services were held by the 
McCartney’s Johnson Funeral 
Home in Pawhuska. Rosary 
was held Monday, October 21, 
at Indian Camp Chapel at 7 
p.m. The Indian services were 
held Tuesday, October 21, at 
Indian Camp Chapel At 8 a.m. 
and the Catholic Church ser-
vice was at 10 a.m. at Pawhus-
ka Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church. Interment 
was in the Lynn Family Cem-
etery at Nelagoney.

Margie “Paulette” Thomas
Funeral services for Mar-

gie Paulette (Bighorse) Thom-
as were held Sept. 27 at the 
Thomas Family Farm and 
Cemetery in White Oak, OK. 
Mr. Eric Wenismart officiated 
the services. The family had 
a traditional wake starting 
at the Thomas Family home 
and cemetery. Interment was 
in the Thomas Family Cem-
etery. Online condolences for 

work sites. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $13.30/hr. 

Surveillance Officer – Bartles-
ville Gaming Commission. 
High School diploma or GED. 
Must have the ability to obtain 
and maintain Gaming license in 
accordance with Tribal and Fed-
eral Gaming Regulations. Must 
have reliable transportation to 
work sites. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $13.30/hr. 

Grants Management Special-
ist – Pawhuska. Requires a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration, Public Admin-
istration, Political Science, Eng-
lish, Literature, Journalism, 
Accounting or other Bachelor’s 
degree which requires a high 
level of writing skill; and at 
least 2 years’ experience in de-
veloping, writing and managing 
grants. Regular Full Time. Sal-
ary: $24.96/hr. 

Janitor – Pawhuska Tribal 
Works. High school graduate 
or GED. Requires standing and 
walking for prolonged periods 
of time. Must be willing to work 
building assigned locally and out 
of town. Must be willing to work 
odd hours, or be on call for emer-
gencies when deemed neces-

sary. Regular Full Time. Salary: 
$11.50/hr. 

Hydrologist – Pawhuska 
ENR. Masters of Science De-
gree in Aquatic Biology, Ecology, 
Water Resources Management, 
Chemistry or related field. At 
least five years of experience in 
related field. Requires knowl-
edge of methods and procedures 
of scientific research and data 
collection, interpretation and 
presentation. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $34.00/hr. 

Treasurer – Pawhuska Ac-
counting. Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business Administration, Ac-
counting, Finance, or related 
field with Certified Public Ac-
countant’s license; Master’s De-
gree preferred. Must be at least 
twenty-five (25) years of age and 
have never been convicted of a 
felony. Regular Full Time. Sal-
ary: $55.29/hr. 

Hardware-Software Tech-
nician – Pawhuska Infor-
mation Technologies. High 
School diploma and two years’ 
work experience. Minimum A+ 
certification. Excellent techni-
cal knowledge of corporate, net-
working, and other Hardware/
Software. Comprehensive hands-

on Hardware/Software trouble-
shooting experience. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $18.13/hr. 

Project Manager – Pawhuska 
TDLA. Four (4) year accredited 
college degree in Construction 
Management, Project Manage-
ment Professional certification. 
Five (5) years construction su-
pervisory experience managing 
sub-contractor and/or construc-
tion projects. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $26.20/hr. 

Budget & I.T. Analyst – 
Pawhuska Legislative. Pre-
ferred education requirements 
are a Bachelor degree (or higher) 
preferably in finance or in ac-
counting, business or informa-
tion technology. Comparable 
knowledge and work experience 
will be considered in qualifica-
tion requirements. The Budget 
& I.T. Analyst should have ex-
tensive knowledge of generally 
accepted accounting principles 
and information technology sys-
tems. Regular Full Time. Salary: 
D.O.E. 

PRN, LPN and Home Health 
Aide Osage Home Health. Ap-
ply at 128 E. 6th, Pawhuska, OK 
74056 or call (918) 287-5645

the family may be left at www.
reedculver.com. 

Margie Paulette Thomas, 
or “Paulette” to her many 
friends, was born on Decem-
ber 12th, 1946 in Vinita, OK, 
the daughter of Paul and Mar-
gie (Burkhart) Bighorse. She 
graduated from Oaks Mission 
High School and obtained her 
Bachelor Degree at North-
eastern State University. She 
worked in the Communication 
Department for the Cherokee 
Nation, beginning her work 
in 1989 until her passing. She 
was tremendously proud of her 
Osage/Eastern Shawnee/Dela-
ware heritage. She enjoyed 
studying Native History and 
Languages. She was an avid 
reader and loved a good book. 
Whenever she had some free 
time, Paulette loved to spend a 
day fishing or gathering every-
one for a game of ball. The lake 
was always a good place to un-
wind or spend time with her 
beloved family. She enjoyed 
stepping out for a little danc-
ing or attending the Stomp 
Dances. She was usually in 
the company of her husband 
and best friend, John Thomas, 
whom she married on Febru-
ary 27, 1995 in Fayetteville, 
AR. She was so very proud of 
her children, Kevin, Jason, 
and Andrea, and loved that 

very special grandson, Nicho-
las Meadows. She loved people 
and enjoyed working for the 
Cherokee Nation, making life 
better for those around her. 
She was always ready with a 
smile and possessed a laugh 
that warmed the room. Her 
health began to fail her and 
Paulette was called to her eter-
nal home on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 23rd, 2014 at her home in 
Tahlequah. She was 67 years 
old. Paulette will be greatly 
missed by all the friends whose 
lives she touched and her fam-
ily for her unchanging love. 

Paulette is preceded in 
death by her parents, and one 
brother, John W. Brown. 

Those left to cherish her 
memory include her beloved 
husband John Thomas of the 
home in Tahlequah. Her three 
children include Kevin Gann 
of Tahlequah, Jason Starnes of 
Conroe, TX, and Andrea Mead-
ows with her husband, Glenn 
and son Nicholas of Houston, 
TX. She leaves one brother 
and two sisters, Billy Brown of 
Tulsa, OK, Margie Burkhart 
of Tahlequah, Doris Burkhart 
of Skiatook, OK, and Mar-
sha Love of Kellyville, OK, as 
well as many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, friends and a host of 
loved ones.
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Without Reservations

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

OPINION

November 18th is the
deadline for all submissions for 

the December issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Political Correctness going too far
My name is Dale Kearney. I am of 

Osage descent. My lineage comes from 
my father’s side of our family and his 
number as it appeared on the 1953 
Census Roll is 2631. I am writing be-
cause I received my copy of the above 
referenced Osage News. I would like to 
offer my thoughts on an article that ap-
peared on the front page of same en-
titled “Osages protest ‘Redskins’ name 
with FedEx boycott”. First, let me say 
that I am extremely proud of my Osage 
heritage. It is an honor for me to be 
recognized as a member of this tribe. I 
enjoy receiving Osage News. However, 
this article disturbs me greatly, from 
a couple of standpoints. First, I truly 
believe, in my heart of hearts, that 
‘Political Correctness’ is causing our 
great nation to run amok. It seems all 
too often that the tail of our society is 
wagging the dog of our society. I grew 
up playing ‘Cowboys and Indians’ and 
guess what, the Cowboys didn’t always 
win. After all, Custer got his due as one 
example that stands out; there were 
others. I also grew up with the great 
rivalry that was the Dallas Cowboys 
and the Washington Redskins – what 
a game that always was. I have no 
problem, as an American Indian, and 
never have, with the name Redskins 
or Braves, or Indians. Secondly, and 
maybe more importantly, is the state-
ment: “Principal Chief Geoffrey Stand-

ing Bear instructed employees of the 

Osage Nation on September 23, 2014 

to boycott Fed Ex until the Washington 

NFL team changes its name and mas-

cot.” REALLY? My opinion was never 

sought nor do I believe any other tribal 

member’s opinion was sought either. 

Mr. Standing Bear I have a question 

for you. Do you have this authority? I 

think not. I think you simply wanted 

to jump on the Political Correctness 

bandwagon with the rest of the unin-

formed. Chief Standing Bear: Are you 

aware that the first coach of the Wash-

ington Redskins, Lone Star Dietz was 

of Sioux and German descent? Chief 

Standing Bear: Are you aware that 

the official fight song of the Washing-

ton Redskins is “Hail to the Redskins? 

That doesn’t sound like a racial slur to 

me. My Webster’s Dictionary defines 

Redskins as ‘Native American Indians’, 

period. Racial slur, I don’t think so. Not 

only do I believe Chief Standing Bear 

that you have usurped your authority 

but I truly believe that you have run 

amok, like our once great nation.

–Dale Kearney

Jacksonville, TX

over generations of historical trauma. 
That trauma peaked during the board-
ing school era where Native mothers 
were separated from their children.

Negativity toward breastfeeding is 
prevalent among many Native elders, 
Goldhammer says.

“It makes sense, though; when you 
think for the last five generations, how 
scary that would be because every baby 

before you in your genetic memory has 
been removed or lost or died,” she says. 

Goldhammer, a lactation specialist 
and clinical social worker, warns most 
new Native moms that there will be op-
position to breastfeeding. 

“I see so many women that have low 
milk supply, and when I start inquir-
ing about why their milk is low, it’s 
because a lot of times they’re afraid to 
breastfeed in public,” she says.
With or without social support

Goldhammer says some Native 

BreastFeedIng
–from Page 16

moms shy away from breastfeeding at 
first because they’re intimidated by be-
ing the only source of health and nutri-
tion for their infant. 

Research has linked breastfeeding to 
numerous health benefits for mom and 
baby. Breastfeeding reduces the risk of 
Type 2 diabetes and can help control 
postpartum bleeding, according to the 
Indian Health Service. The agency sup-
ports breastfeeding as a way to foster 
the mother-infant bond and to develop 
baby’s mental health. 

Goldhammer struggles to convince 
many Native moms that breastfeeding 
can be a good option. But they’re not 
the only ones she has to sway. 

“Seven in 10 Native moms breast-
feed day one, but that number just 
drops drastically every day after that,” 
Goldhammer says. “There’s definitely 
some aspect of convincing moms, but 
also convincing the rest of the family 
so that they can properly support her 
when she’s at home with her baby.”

Cynthia Soto (Lakota/Puerto Ri-
can) was adamant about her choice 
to breastfeed her baby for its health 
benefits, though few in her family had 
breastfed before. 

When Soto first attempted to nurse 
her daughter, Kimimila, two of her sis-
ters were in the hospital room with her, 
one of whom “didn’t have any positive 
words to say about it,” she says. 

“She just freaked out about it, think-
ing it’s kind of weird,” Soto says, who 
lives in Chicago. “I was definitely 
[thinking] if you guys are uncomfort-
able with it, then you don’t need to be 
in the room.”

Outside the hospital, Soto says she 
received hurtful comments that breast-
feeding was “gross” and misconceptions 
that breasts are only “sexual.” But she 
believes having her daughter in her 
mid-thirties helped her confront those 
negative attitudes. 

“It’s just important [to reclaim] some 
of our ways of how we take care of our 

kids and that’s such the natural way to 
do it,” Soto says. “In my head, that was 
much more powerful than anybody else 
could say.”

Echoing larger social issues
Author of the book, At The Breast, 

Blum says signals about breastfeed-
ing carry messages about U.S. culture. 
A century ago, she says, there was a 
movement away from “old-fashioned 
breastfeeding,” which was considered 
primitive or animalistic. Around the 
1940s and 1950s, public health and 
sanitation measures spurred a move 
toward bottle-feeding. 

Breastfeeding had “very negative 
connotations,” Blum says, which didn’t 
change much until the women’s rights 
movement. 

Goldhammer says the Native com-
munity saw the same trend, but re-
mains a few years behind. 

“What I’ve found in the Native com-
munity is we’re kind of where the main-
stream community was in the 1970s,” 
Goldhammer says. 

Today new moms are in a conflicting 
place because they see cues that sup-
port breastfeeding, but lack the social 
support to do so, Blum says. That’s 
causing some mothers to look down on 
others for not breastfeeding, and Blum 
says people might think that’s easier 
than dealing with issues like sexuality, 
gender, and health care inequality. 

Both Blum and Goldhammer agree 
that it is a challenge to make the choice 
to breastfeed or not, but one that moms 
need to make for themselves. 

© Native Health News Alliance. The 
Native Health News Alliance (NHNA), 
a partnership of the Native American 
Journalists Association (NAJA), cre-
ates and promotes shared health news 
content for American Indian communi-
ties at no cost.




