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Fletcher v. United States plaintiffs, William Fletcher and Charles Pratt. 

Class action notification in 
Fletcher case to be mailed 
to Osage headright owners
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

TULSA, Okla. – As William 
Fletcher and Charles Pratt 
watched a federal judge ques-
tion attorneys for the United 
States in the Fletcher v. Unit-
ed States case, Osages in the 
audience smiled. 

On March 6, Federal Judge 
Gregory Frizzell in the U.S. 
District Court for the North-
ern District of Oklahoma told 
U.S. attorneys he wanted ad-
ministrative records produced 
for both plaintiffs, Fletcher 
and Pratt. The U.S. was origi-
nally supposed to produce the 
records at the March 6 hearing 
but the U.S. attorneys said the 
box of records got “lost in the 
mail.” 

Judge Frizzell ordered the 
U.S. attorneys to produce the 
accounting records for Fletch-
er and Pratt dating back to 
2006, chronicling 32 quarters 
of headright payments. Then, 
he wanted to conference with 
the plaintiff’s attorneys so 
they could review the docu-
ments provided by the U.S. 

and explain the process of the 
headright system and the his-
tory of it. 

“I think it’s a very good step 
forward,” said lead attorney for 
the plaintiffs, Jason Aamodt. 
“The court is working very 
hard to get the tribal members 
the accounting they deserve.”

The case, after having 
morphed and seen seven dis-
missals, three amended com-
plaints, a first and second 
successful appeal to the U.S. 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals, 
is asking if Osage headright 
owners possess the right to 
seek an accounting from the 
Secretary of the Interior. The 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals 
agreed with the plaintiffs and 
reversed a district court ruling 
that sent the case to Frizzell.

Frizzell certified the case as 
a class-action lawsuit on Jan. 
31.  

Right to vote
Judge Frizzell told the audi-

ence the original focus of the 
case was a deprivation of the 
right to vote when it was first 
filed in 2002. 

“This case hasn’t been hang-
ing around for 12 years, its 
changed focus over the years,” 
Frizzell said. 

The focus changed to wrong-
ful ownership of headrights by 
non-Indians, but after seeing 
approximately 1,700 non-Indi-
an headright owners approach 
the court as individual defen-
dants, with legal counsel to 
defend their ownership, the 
court found it “impractical” to 
continue and found they could 
not certify it as a class action 
case. 

Pratt, wheelchair bound, 
said, “This is a complex case 
and it demands all the an-
swers we are entitled to. Our 
goal is to give you a better min-
erals estate.”

Fletcher, lead plaintiff for 
the case said, “Three of our 
original fellow plaintiffs, Betty 
Woody, Juanita West, Cora 
Jean Jech, have all passed 
on.” When asked his age, he 
smiled and said, “I’m no longer 
a spring chicken. I’m 74.” 

The next hearing is May 6 at 
1:30 p.m. at the District Court-
house in downtown Tulsa.

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News 

Construction is underway in the Pawhuska Indian Village on two new 
guest arbors for the Grayhorse and Hominy district camps. The Pawhuska 
Village Five-Women Board is spearheading improvement projects for the 
village including a new dance arbor (background) and public restrooms 
in addition to the guest arbors.

New Pawhuska dance 
arbor to be designed
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Efforts are underway to plan and build a new Pawhuska In-
dian Village dance arbor after the Third ON Congress approved 
a $200,000 appropriation bill to finance the design costs.

During the April 15 session, the Congress voted unanimously 
12-0 to pass ONCA 14-16 [sponsored by Congressman Geoffrey 
Standing Bear] to appropriate the funding to the ON Tribal De-
velopment and Land Acquisition Department to oversee the de-
sign and construction process.

If the design and construction process goes as planned, the 
June 2015 Pawhuska In-Lon-Schka dances will be held under a 
new arbor.

The current Pawhuska village Five-Woman Board launched 
several improvement projects after winning election in 2012 and 
re-election in October 2013. For example, construction is under-
way on two new guest arbors for the Grayhorse and Hominy dis-
tricts north of the current dance arbor that’s believed to be 40-50 
years old.

At the advice of TDLA department director Bruce Cass, an 
independent engineering study conducted on the arbor revealed 
several deficiencies including bent, broken or deformed joints in 
the arbor roof. According to the engineer’s report, “the cost of 
repairing the structure and of the modifications could exceed the 
cost for a new similarly sized metal building.” 

Third ON Congress passes $3.3 million 
for new Fairfax child and senior center
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Pending a needs assessment 
study, the Osage Nation will 
build a new child care and se-
nior center in Fairfax after the 
Third ON Congress passed a 
$3.3 million appropriation bill 

to fund the building’s construc-
tion.  

On April 25, the bill (ONCA 
14-10 sponsored by Congress-
man Geoffrey Standing Bear) 
passed with a 7-5 vote follow-
ing debate over the cost and 
size of the project. Voting “yes” 
were Congress members Ar-
chie Mason, Standing Bear, 

William “Kugee” Supernaw, 
Daniel Boone, Congressional 
Speaker Raymond Red Corn, 
John Free and Alice Buffalo-
head. “No” votes came from 
John Maker, RJ Walker, Ma-
ria Whitehorn, John Jech and 
Shannon Edwards.

This bill represents the 
largest appropriation bill con-

sidered and passed by the 
Congress during the 24-day 
Hun-Kah Session, which end-
ed April 28. During the ses-
sion, an amendment by Maker 
to reduce the appropriation 
failed to garner enough votes, 
so the $3.3 million price tag re-
mained.

Following Congressional de-
bate during the session, ONCA 
14-10 was amended to include 
an additional $15,000 for a 
third party needs assessment 
to help justify the cost and size 
of the proposed facility. The 
$3.3 million for the project is 
contingent upon the needs as-
sessment to be performed by a 
qualified individual, according 
to the bill.

Executive Branch officials 
presented plans for the $3.3 
million facility to the Health 
and Social Services Committee 
on Day Eight of the Hun-Kah 
Session as the committee con-
sidered ONCA 14-10 to fund 
the proposed 14,000 square-
foot building’s construction.

“Our excitement is para-
mount, it’s a huge day for us,” 
said Joe Tillman, division 

leader for the Nation’s cultural 
and education departments. In 
2012, the Third ON Congress 
passed a $225,000 appropria-
tion bill (ONCA 12-87) to fund 
demolition of the former Fair-
fax facilities and to fund the 
architectural design of new 
facilities.

Fairfax does not have a Se-
nior Services/ Title VI facility 
like Pawhuska, which provides 
weekday hot lunches at the 
facility in Senior Circle and 
delivers hot lunches to home-
bound elders in Osage County 
who aren’t able to commute to 
Pawhuska for lunch.

According to preliminary 
designs presented at the meet-
ing, the duel-use building is 
14,000 square feet; contains 
four classrooms and a com-
mons area in the child care 
center; the senior center side 
contains a commons area 
and both facilities will share 
a kitchen in the center of the 
building.

Bruce Cass, director for the 
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A bill to banish drug dealers was vetoed by Chief Scott BigHorse in the 2014 Hun-Kah Session. 

Chief BigHorse vetoes 
banishment bill  
targeting drug dealers
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation and Pawhus-
ka Indian Village officials 
say they are tired of the com-
plaints, police calls, illegal 
trash dumping, property 
thefts, suspicious vehicle traf-
fic and other crimes, activities 
and consequences that can go 
along with illegal drug use, 
manufacturing and distribu-
tion of drugs such as metham-
phetamine in the village.  

The Third Osage Nation 
Congress gave its blessing to 
a bill mandating a minimum 
five-year banishment for pun-
ishment toward those con-
victed in tribal court of selling, 
distributing and manufactur-
ing dangerous drugs.

Despite the bill’s passage, 
Principal Chief Scott BigHorse 
vetoed ONCA 14-14 on April 
29, citing concerns of wheth-
er all convicts will be treated 
equally, as well as enforcing 
the banishment against those 
convicted.

“This bill has unintended, 
or at least unforeseen, con-
sequences in its application. 
First of all, under federal law, 
since Indian tribes only have 
criminal jurisdiction over In-
dians, this amendment has 
absolutely NO effect on the ac-
tivities of non-Indians, who are 
still free to commit Dangerous 
Drug offenses without fear of 
tribal prosecution, while our 
Osage people and other Native 
Americans will be banished 
from all Osage tribal lands 
for a minimum of five years. 
While tribes have inherent au-
thority to banish any person 
from their lands under a civil 
code, adding a mandatory ban-
ishment provision to the crimi-
nal code only affects our own 
people,” according to Chief 
BigHorse in his veto message.

Following debate on April 
23, the Congress voted 11-1 to 
pass ONCA 14-14 (sponsored 
by Congressional Speaker 
Raymond Red Corn). The bill 
amends the Nation’s criminal 
code to include a 5-10 year 
banishment punishment to 
those convicted of committing 
a “dangerous drug offense.” 
Those convicted already face 
jail time and fines imposed by 
a judge during sentencing. 

Red Corn told the Congress 
that banishment will punish 
people who prey upon Osage 
residential areas – including 
all three Indian villages – in 
order to sell and manufacture 
dangerous drugs such as meth. 
He also notes the bill seeks to 
punish those who care more 
about money (made off drug 
sales) than they do about peo-
ple.

According to ONCA 14-14, 
the bill targeted “dangerous 

drugs” which include con-
trolled or counterfeit substanc-
es that: include drug products 
that contain more than nine 
grams of ephedrine, pseudo-
ephedrine or phenylprope-
nalamine in addition to other 
dangerous drugs prohibited by 
federal law. All three of these 
drug substances are known 
key ingredients used to manu-
facture meth.

Congresswoman Alice Buf-
falohead said she would vote 
for the bill, but added, “I don’t 
think banishing is the ulti-
mate answer,” and, “It is my 
hope that going forward, we 
will appropriate more money 
toward treatment because it 
goes hand-in-hand with this 
– addiction is a disease, it’s 
something people struggle 
with every single day.”

Congress members Geoffrey 
Standing Bear and Shannon 
Edwards acknowledged, as at-
torneys, they’ve seen the con-
sequences of meth and other 
drug users who enter the court 
system.

Standing Bear, like the 
Pawhuska Indian Village 
Five-Woman Board, said he’s 
heard reports from village 
residents of “rampant” drug 
use which include home break-
ins, property thefts and drug 
makers concealing their work 
when hearing reports of police 
responding to the village over 
the radio scanner traffic and 
said, “I think it’s out of con-
trol.” 

Standing Bear said he would 
support the bill adding, “it’s 
time to stop, we can change 
this law later, I’ve got grand-
children, we all have children, 
this is out of control, it’s kill-
ing our people, I’ve buried 
some relatives, it’s taken down 
people of all ages, we’ve got to 
make a statement right now.”

Edwards cast the lone “no” 
vote on the bill adding she is 
also concerned the bill does not 
help drug offenders. “When 
you talk about addiction, you 
should also be talking about 
rehabilitation.” Edwards also 
stated she was concerned 
about the areas where convict-
ed people would be banished 
from. Raising a hypothetical 
situation for example, Ed-
wards said she was concerned 
about “unintended conse-
quences” if a convicted person 
served jail time but could not 
return home or live with a rel-
ative and have no place else to 
go while trying to rebuild their 
lives due to banishment.  

Red Corn responded in his 
debate time stating offend-
ers – if convicted – would be 
banished from any land where 
the Nation has jurisdiction. 
He also clarified that ONCA 
14-14 does not target drug ad-
dicts but dealers. “I’m not the 

only member of Congress that 
has grandchildren in the vil-
lage, but I’m telling you that’s 
a strong motivational force 
and if you really want to say 
… that you’re for elders and 
you’re for children, then make 
those villages a safer place by 
getting people who are willing 
to manufacture meth out of the 
village – if they’re convicted … 
this bill’s about dealers and 
people who don’t care.”

Osage Nation lands include 
the three Indian villages, 
the Osage Casino properties, 
the ON government campus 
in Pawhuska and the senior 
housing complex.

This is not the first time 
banishment has been consid-
ered as punishment for drug-
related offenses in the Osage 
Nation. ON Attorney General 
Jeff Jones previously pros-
ecuted a drug possession case 
where banishment was used 
as a punishment toward an 
Osage in tribal court. In 2013, 
Jones pushed for a five-year 
banishment sentence, in addi-
tion to jail time, for a man who 
was arrested in the Pawhuska 
village during a traffic stop 
where the man was found to 
be in possession of meth.

Jones said he felt banish-
ment was appropriate in that 
case of meth possession after 
consulting with the five-wom-
an village board   

After the bill’s veto, Pawhus-
ka village board chairwoman 
Paula Stabler met with the 
village board and released a 
statement: “We understand 
the Chief has given significant 
reason for his veto and we ap-
preciate Congressman Red 
Corn for his work in pushing 
such a bill forward. This bill is 
about protection and preven-
tion. And we hope there will be 
a resolution to this issue for all 
of us.” 

Red Corn said he was “dis-
appointed the bill was vetoed” 
and also issued a statement: 
“Chief Bighorse’s veto repeat-
edly mentions that the Act has 
no force against non-Indians. 
That’s true, but I don’t accept 
the logic that just because the 
law cannot be brought to bear 
against non-Indians, that it 
should not be brought to bear 
on Osages and members of 
other tribes that manufacture 
and sell drugs.”

“If Osages living in the vil-
lages don’t have enough love 
or respect for our people to re-

frain from manufacturing and 
selling dangerous drugs, they 
should live somewhere else. 
If we are trying to balance the 
rights of meth-cooking village 
residents with those trying to 
live peaceably there, I’m com-
ing down on the side of those 
elders and families with chil-
dren that deserve a safe place 
to live. The Government Oper-
ations committee heard village 
residents talk about increased 
drug customer traffic to and 
from dealer’s homes. They’re 
tired of it, and want it to stop. 
So do I, and that’s why I filed 
the amendment,” Red Corn 
said.

Red Corn’s statement closed 
with: “The veto says that man-
datory banishment allows no 
judicial discretion. That dis-
cretion exists in law now, but 
where are the benefits? Judi-
cial discretion has existed for 
years, and every day the Vil-
lage Committee and residents 
witness the results - lots of 
drug traffic. I hope Congress 
sees fit to revisit this bill in the 
upcoming Special Session. It’s 
time to send a message that 
this kind of activity will no lon-
ger be tolerated.”

Tim Tall Chief joins Osage LLC board
as entity focuses on restructuring
By Benny Polacca
Osage News 

The Osage Limited Liabil-
ity Company is slowly heading 
toward a new direction with 
newly confirmed board mem-
ber Tim Tall Chief. 

As of April 30, the five-per-
son LLC board has two vacan-
cies and has yet to hire a new 
Chief Executive Officer.

The LLC board also has the 
support of the Third Osage Na-
tion Congress thanks to a reso-
lution of support (ONCR 14-06 
sponsored by Congresswoman 
Maria Whitehorn) passed 
unanimously by the Congress 
during the 2014 Hun-Kah 
Session as the LLC seeks to 
restructure with new board 
members from hereon.

Tall Chief, the director of 
health services for the Citizen 
Potawatomi Nation, received 
a majority confirmation vote 
from Congress on April 25. Tall 
Chief, who retired as deputy 
commissioner of health and 
administration for the Okla-
homa State Department of 
Health at the end of 2009, will 
join current board members 
Jim Parris and David Stewart 
as they mull prospective candi-
dates for the CEO post.

Parris said he and the board 
are considering three appli-
cants as of April 22. The terms 
for outgoing LLC board mem-
bers Mary “Liz” Ricketts and 
Jonathan Taylor expired when 
the Hun-Kah Congressional 
session wrapped on April 28. 
A third board vacancy was cre-

ated when former board mem-
ber Paul Bruce’s term expired 
last year.

To fill two of those spots, 
Principal Chief Scott BigHorse 
appointed Tall Chief and 
Kansas-based businesswoman 
Patsy Stuke (Osage) to be con-
sidered for confirmation by the 
ON Congress. Stuke and Tall 
Chief were interviewed by the 
Congressional Commerce and 
Economic Development Com-
mittee, but only Tall Chief re-
ceived a recommendation for a 
confirmation vote by the entire 
Congress from the committee.  

Tall Chief is no stranger to 
the Osage reformed govern-
ment having served on the 
former Health and Wellness 
Advisory Board and inaugural 
Health Authority Board. He 
is also no stranger to helping 
major organizations move past 
turmoil. In 2002, Tall Chief 
was hired to the deputy ad-
ministrator post as the state 
health department faced a 
new start in wake of a 2001 
Oklahoma multi-county grand 
jury report that raised several 
allegations against the health 
department including blatant 
disregard for laws, regula-
tions, policies and allegations 
of officials hiring unqualified 
employees and misusing state 
property for personal use. As 
a result some people were ar-
rested and/or terminated from 
their department jobs.

Once working for the state, 
Tall Chief’s responsibilities in-
cluded overseeing the health 
department’s budget and 
funding, accounting services, 
human resources and build-

ing management to name a 
few. “That role of financial fix-
ing was huge … It took over 
two years to fix it and to find 
the things that had been go-
ing wrong … it was a great 
privilege to be able to do that 
because it worked,” Tall Chief 
told the committee regarding 
his state job. Around the time 
he left, the state health depart-
ment had an annual budget of 
$370 million and approximate-
ly 2,300 employees.

Tall Chief briefly discussed 
his professional work experi-
ence as the commerce com-
mittee considered his board 
appointment on April 21. Tall 
Chief said his post as Citizen 
Band Potawatomi director of 
health services involves man-
aging an annual budget of $40 
million. Tall Chief said he ex-
ercised fiscal responsibility 
during his tenure at the state 
and Citizen Band Potawatomi 
where the budgets under his 
supervision were at or below 
the spending threshold.

“When you look at fiscal 
management and you look at 
the LLC, I think those are the 
two keys – are we using the 
money correctly? Are we do-
ing it in the right way? Are we 
making the right decisions? 
And if so, how do we move for-
ward? And if not, how do we 
correct the problems that have 
happened in the past and not 
make those same mistakes 
again?” Tall Chief said.

Congresswoman Alice Buf-
falohead said she would sup-

See llC
—Continued  on Page 4
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This project has been discussed for 
about a quarter of a century,” Stand-
ing Bear said. The village board took it 
upon themselves to improve the village 
property, which included saving money 
from the Pawhuska Osage Casino lease 
with the village to build the new guest 
arbors, he said, commending the board 
for its work.

Village board chairwoman Paula 
Stabler said the board has met with 
several Pawhuska District committee-
men for input on the new structure de-
sign. In addition to the arbor projects, 
Stabler said the board is also interested 
in replacing the restrooms on the east 
side of the arbor.

Stabler visited with the Congres-
sional Cultural Committee during an 
April 2 meeting for initial review of 
ONCA 14-16. Congresswoman Alice 
Buffalohead said, “I think it’s evident 
from anyone who goes down there” that 
there is a need to replace the aging ar-
bor. She made the committee motion 
to pass the bill to the entire Congress 
with a “do pass” recommendation.

Congressman John Maker also said 
he supports a new arbor, adding, “I’ve 
seen the roof up there, I’ve been out 
there with Uncle Mog [Pawhuska Dis-
trict Head Committeeman Mogri Look-
out] … We looked up there years ago 
and knew this day was coming.”

With ONCA 14-16 focusing on arbor 
design money, funding for constructing 
the new arbor and restrooms will be re-
visited at a later date. The next regular 
session is the Tzi-Zho Session, which 
meets in September with the Nation’s 
next fiscal year governmental budgets 
up for consideration.

According to the new dance arbor 
proposal submitted to Congress, the to-
tal preliminary estimate for the project 
is $2.1 million.

The proposal states the current ar-
bor has a dance area that is 10,345 
square feet with the preliminary plans 
for the new arbor to have a dance area 
of 17,424 square feet.

The estimate cost breakdown for the 
project, minus architectural design 
costs and $103,000 for contingency, is: 

- $1.5 million for the arbor construc-
tion based on 30,000 square-
feet at $50 per square-foot.

- $275,000 for restroom construc-
tion, including demolition of the 
current facilities and arbor.

- $150,000 for site work including 
sidewalks and storm drainage costs.

In its proposal, the village board says 
it plans to start the design process in 
May once a firm is selected through the 
Nation’s bidding process. The outcome 
of the design will determine the con-
struction costs that will be presented to 
the executive and legislative branches 
in the fall for an appropriation bill.

The village board held a presenta-
tion meeting with village and fellow 
Pawhuska District Osages on March 
30 ahead of the Congressional actions 
on the arbor plans. 

“It’s going to take all of us to move 
this project forward,” Stabler said at 
the meeting. “This is not like the old 
days where we’d get a little bit of mon-
ey from an oil company, we get a bunch 
of [construction] guys putting in some 
pipe, bring in some dirt … we’re just 
beyond that now. We’ve got to take a 
little bit of pride in what we’re trying to 
accomplish and hopefully it will last for 
a long time.”

Osage elder Eddy Red Eagle attend-
ed the meeting and said he believes the 
arbor project is the beginning of turn-
ing the area into a “complex” with the 
projects and plans being considered by 
the village board. 

“The word ‘complex’ now takes the 
place of the dance arbor,” said Red 
Eagle. “This brings in a whole different 
kind of view of where we are now and 
where we want to be … It’s still amaz-
ing how many people this draws [the 
annual June In-Lon-Schka]. In order to 
make that comfort level, that security 
level, the safe level, all the things that 
we want in that complex – that has to 
be engineered, that’s a new demand on 
us … This causes a lot of good positive 
growth application for the future of the 
village.”

Principal Chief Scott BigHorse 
signed ONCA 14-16 into law on  
April 17.

arbOr
–from Page 1

port Tall Chief’s confirmation to the 
board after considering his experience. 
“I think Mr. Tall Chief will bring that 
accountability to his board seat,” she 
said.

But Tall Chief’s appointment did 
not have everyone’s vote. On April 25, 
Tall Chief’s confirmation passed with a 
10-2 Congressional vote with “no” votes 
from Congress members Daniel Boone 
and Shannon Edwards.

Boone said he believed Tall Chief is a 
highly qualified health care profession-
al but said, “I just think we would be 
doing him a disservice and a disservice 
to our people if we appoint him to the 
LLC board – I think he’s more fit for 
what his years of experience qualified 
him for: to be on a health care board.”

Congress committee tables  
LLC annual report

The Commerce and Economic Devel-
opment Committee heard a presenta-
tion by the two remaining Osage LLC 
board members during a scheduled 
April 11 meeting.

That day, LLC board members Da-
vid Stewart and Jim Parris presented a 
preliminary annual report to the Con-
gress, but the commerce and economic 
development committee voted unani-
mously to table hearing the remainder 
of the LLC board’s annual report until 
the completed financial information is 
received.

According to the April 11 annual 
report, “revenue for the Osage LLC 
consists of interest, dividends and 
gains on investments which totaled ap-
proximately $650,000 in 2013. General 
and administrative expenses for 2013 
were $1,170,050. Salaries accounted 
for $598,588 of total expenses and in-
clude salaries and benefits of the Osage 
(LLC) CEO, Osage CFO, accountant 
and human resource manager. Other 
expenses include travel of $62,690, pro-
fessional fees of $178,380, depreciation 
and amortization of $65,100, LLC di-
rector fees of $76,500, rent of $33,475 
and other miscellaneous expense of 
$155,317. The total net loss for 2013 
was $543,726. Overhead was not al-
located to the subsidiaries in 2013. In 
2014, the Board expects to develop an 
overhead allocation policy to distribute 
certain costs which benefit the subsid-
iaries.” 

Regarding the LLC subsidiaries, 
per the April 11 report:
• Osage Manhattan Builders (con-

struction management, general con-
tracting and design build-out service 
provider for construction, remodel-
ing and renovation projects) was the 
LLC’s most successful subsidiary in 
2013 thanks to its two largest proj-
ects: construction and completion 
of the Osage Casino Hotel proper-
ties in Skiatook and Ponca City. 

Osage Manhattan Builders’ “man-
agement plans are to continue to work 
on Native American projects, hospital-
ity and government contracting oppor-
tunities within the Midwest region. 

Net results for 2013 were in excess of 
$1,507,381 in profit.”

• American Video & Security (AVS) 
provides security and surveil-
lance services to entities na-
tionwide and is “the only Native 
American-owned gaming surveil-
lance integrator in the country.” 

“In 2013, AVS refocused on its core 
business and revenues, which in-
creased to almost $6,000,000 resulting 
in a profit of approximately $120,142. 
2014 looks to be slightly profitable on 
pace with 2013 with several large proj-
ects pending from locations in Califor-
nia, Oklahoma, Wisconsin, Illinois and 
Michigan.”

• Osage Echota is primarily engaged 
in providing software develop-
ment, engineering, technical and 
training program development 
services to the U.S. federal depart-
ments of energy, defense agricul-
ture, as well as private entities.

“During 2013, revenues decreased 
approximately $800,000 due to reduc-
tion in scope of current contracts and 
contract expiration … A large portion 
of the company’s business development 
resources were expended in pursuit 
of direct government opportunities 
for which the company is qualified … 
For 2014, Echota will continue to use 
its capabilities and expertise to bid on 
government opportunities. Echota de-
clines were foreseen and cost-manage-
ment efforts yielded a net loss of about 
$43,586 for the year.”

• Osage Innovative Solutions uti-
lizes management and vendor 
teams with experience in smart 
building design, construction, op-
eration, technology, sourcing and 
project management services. 

“In 2013, the financial picture of 
Osage Innovative Solutions was still 
uncertain, as this is still very much a 
start-up company. Osage LLC will con-

tinue to solicit and build its network 

operations into 2014. Net losses for 

2013 were approximately $211,180 for 

the year as a result of the absence of 

any contracts.”

• Osage Pinnacle Design Group 

provides a disciplined management 

system that promotes the successful 

execution of projects for its clients by 

assisting with pre-planning, de-

sign, construction, engineering and 

providing management expertise.

“In 2013-2014, OPDG achieved two 

major milestones. The first was the 

awarding of its SBA 8(a) status Jan. 

31. The second was the receipt of a Per-

formance Oriented Construction Activ-

ities (POCA) contract of $19.5 million 

which is a vehicle used to award con-

tracts.” 

“The Tulsa Corps of Engineers 

awarded this contract for general re-

pair and renovation contracts in the 

(Tulsa Corps’) area of responsibility 

including Tinker Air Force Base, Fort 

Sill, McAlester Ammunition Plant … 

Both (milestones) should generate the 

potential for profits over the next few 

years, particularly in the area of gov-

ernment contracts … Net results for 

2013 were a loss of about $145,657, 

which was a direct result of the ab-

sence of contracts.”

Stewart said the LLC’s required an-

nual audit is not complete pending the 

receipt of newer information that needs 

to be factored in. The audit is expected 

to be completed by May 1. 

The LLC’s “rebuilding mode” could 

take up to one year, Stewart said. He 

also noted the LLC has no plans to 

make any passive investments this 

year.

llC
–from Page 3

Letters to 
the Editor 
If you would like to 
submit a letter to the 
editor, please mail it 
to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 
619 Kihekah, Pawhus-
ka, OK 74056 or send 
email to sshaw@osag-
etribe.org. Letters 
must be respectful 
and informative to the 
reader, and may be 
edited for grammar, 
clarity and space.
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The following information was compiled by the Osage Nation Congressional 
staff using information from the Nation’s Tribal Membership office.
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Osage scholarship recipient 
receives a Fulbright Award
Tara Madden

Osage News

Zachary Gray Cart-
er of Woodstock, Ga., 
has won the Fulbright-
University of York 
Scholar Award for the 
fall semester of 2014 
and spring semester of 
2015. He will be attend-
ing the university in 
York, England. Carter 
will be working toward 
a Masters degree in fu-
sion energy. 

“I have received the 
Osage Nation Higher 
Education Scholarship 
since the fall of 2009 
when I began my stud-
ies. It has been immensely helpful and enabling schol-
arship, and I do not believe I would have made it to the 
Fulbright scholarship without the assistance of the Osage 
Nation. I am very grateful,” Carter said.

The Fulbright-University of York Scholar Award is to 
allow the recipient to pursue a one–year Master’s degree 
program in any discipline at the University of York. The 
award offers a generous financial support for one year in 
the United Kingdom. The grantee will receive a full tu-
ition fee waiver from the University of York as well as a 
living expense stipend.

Carter graduated from Sequoyah High School in Chero-
kee County, Canton, Ga., in 2010 he was a dual-enrolled 
student in high school classes and college courses.  Cart-
er participated in many mission trips though his church 
while in high school. He has been active and served as 
secretary to local districts political party at age of 18.

This is not Carter’s first time to study abroad; he stud-
ied in Spain during the summer of 2012. 

Carter is a graduating senior from the Kennesaw Uni-
versity in Kennesaw, Ga., with a bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics and modern language and culture. Carter 
has been a recipient of the Osage Nation Higher Educa-
tion Scholarship since beginning his academic career in 
2009. 

“Zach Carter is an outstanding student, as is evident by 
being awarded the Fulbright Scholarship. He also is active 
on campus, serving as a student representative of the Col-
lege of Science and Mathematics on the Student Govern-
ment Association. Zach has participated in a new learning 
assistants program on campus where advanced students 
serve other students in courses that are traditionally chal-
lenging by being embedded in classes and serving as facili-
tators in group work activities. Zach has been a learning 
assistant in general physics. Zach’s academic achievement 
as well as his service to the KSU community is consistent 
with the ideals of the Fulbright program,” said Mark An-
derson, dean of the College of Science and Mathematics at 
KSU. 

The application process is lengthy and rigorous, and 
perspective applicants are encouraged to consider care-
fully their intentions, goals, future plans and prospective 
projects before applying, according to the U.S. Dept. of 
State website. 

The Fulbright is the most widely recognized and pres-
tigious international exchange program in the world, 
supported for more than half a century by the American 
people through an annual appropriation from the United 
States Congress and by the people partner Nations, ac-
cording to the U.S. Dept. of State website. 

“I would like to tell all Native students to believe in 
themselves in their academic pursuits and to strive to do 
the best they can. Whether you are in science, humanities, 
or business, a good work ethic, a passion for the field you 
love, and persistence are irreplaceable qualities that will 
bring pride to the Osage Nation and our Native Commu-
nity,” Carter said. 

York University has one of the best Physics research 
institutes in the United Kingdom, according to Carter. He 
will be able to advance his education toward becoming a 
plasma physicist. After finishing the Fulbright, he would 
like to pursue his Ph.D. in Nuclear Engineering and be-
come a researcher in clean energy systems, such as nucle-
ar fusion-based energy production. He plans to attend the 
University of Michigan to obtain his Ph.D. 

“We are proud, excited and happy for Zach and his ac-
complishment on being awarded the Fulbright Scholar-
ship, and we are very grateful for this amazing opportunity 
for him and we know the Lord will not take him where he 
cannot protect him,” said Rhonda Carter, Zach’s mother.

Carter is the grandson of Christine James and great 
grandson of C.H. Wilson Sr. and Ruby Webb Wilson of 
Hominy, Okla.

Courtesy Photo

Zachary Carter recently won the 
Fulbright-University of York Schol-
ar Award for the fall semester of 
2014 and spring semester of 2015. 
He will study abroad in York, Eng-
land. 

Principal Chief BigHorse
vetoes six legislative bills
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

As of April 30, Osage Nation 
Principal Chief Scott BigHorse 
vetoed six pieces of legislation 
passed by the Third Osage Na-
tion Congress before the legis-
lative body adjourned the 2014 
Hun-Kah Session on April 28.

Those six vetoed bills in-
cluded executive messages by 
BigHorse, stating reasons he 
would not sign the bills into 
law. Those bills are:

• BANISHMENT BILL: 
Chief BigHorse vetoed 
ONCA 14-14 (sponsored by 
Congressional Speaker Ray-
mond Red Corn and passed 
by Congress on April 23), 
which sought mandatory 
banishment of at least five 
years as punishment toward 
convicted drug dealers in 
ON Trial Court. The bill tar-
gets those convicted of deal-
ing dangerous drugs such as 
methamphetamine on Osage 
Nation lands including 
the three Indian villages.

In his written veto message, 
Chief BigHorse stated reasons 
he would not sign ONCA 14-14 
including: “this bill has unin-
tended, or at least unforeseen, 
consequences in its applica-
tion. First of all, under federal 
law, since Indian tribes only 
have criminal jurisdiction over 
Indians, this amendment has 
absolutely NO effect on the ac-
tivities of non-Indians, who are 
still free to commit Dangerous 
Drug offenses without fear of 
tribal prosecution, while our 
Osage people and other Native 
Americans will be banished 
from all Osage tribal lands 
for a minimum of five years. 
While tribes have inherent au-
thority to banish any person 
from their lands under a civil 
code, adding a mandatory ban-
ishment provision to the crimi-
nal code only affects our own 
people.”

BigHorse added: “This 
amendment takes away judi-
cial discretion because it man-
dates a minimum five-year 
banishment and thus allows 
no exceptions or conditions. 
Since this amendment only 
applies to Osages and Native 
Americans, and not to non-In-
dians, the result is that a judge 
cannot take into account any 
special circumstances for or-
dering a lesser banishment pe-
riod, such as for a first offense 
by a young person who might 
inadvertently or unknowingly 
possess a parent’s prescription 
painkiller or marihuana [sic].”

BigHorse also noted that if 
a drug dealer’s case is before a 
tribal judge, “the judge cannot 
issue an order to allow an of-
fender to attend the funeral of 
a family member or to partici-
pate in the Inlonska (dances) 
or other Osage cultural event 
or family event or to vote on 
site. Why? Because banish-
ment means banishment from 
all tribal trust and restricted 
land, including the Villages, 
the tribal campus, the casinos, 
the hotels, our chapels, our 
cemeteries, and all restricted 
homesteads and properties.”

• WORKFORCE FAIR-
NESS ACT: A new law 
(ONCA 14-13, Red Corn, 
passed by Congress on 
April 23) to authorize ON 
government employees to 
bring wrongful termina-
tion claims against the 
Nation for limited damages 

and to authorize a waiver 
of sovereign immunity.

BigHorse said in his veto 
message: “While I agree in 
principle with the ability of 
employees who are wrong-
fully terminated to have a 
judicial forum for their griev-
ances, the Nation already has 
procedures in place to ensure 
this. The Osage Nation Court 
also has rules in place govern-
ing wrongful termination and 
which require all other proce-
dures to be exhausted before 
filing suit. This Act does not 
establish that requirement 
for exhaustion and as such, 
conflicts with and makes all 
existing laws and procedures 
moot.”

• SURPLUS PROPERTY: A 
new law (ONCA 13-37, Con-
gresswoman Shannon Ed-
wards, passed by Congress 
on April 23) establishes 
directives for disposal of ON 
government surplus proper-
ty. If signed into law, ONCA 
13-37 would have charged 
the ON Accounting Depart-
ment with creating rules 
for the Nation’s government 
entities to advertise and 
dispose of surplus property.

Chief BigHorse vetoed this 
bill stating the proposed law 
“is unnecessary because the 
existing system for disposal 
of surplus property is fair and 
equitable across all properties. 
It is also problematic because 
it does not address Account-
ing Department concerns over 
how this bill would be imple-
mented, namely the changes 
to the current system, the 
personnel burden, the lack of 
space, and cost of implementa-
tion. Increasing and develop-
ing new procedures for just the 
tribal programs will require 
additional personnel to over-
see, track and manage.”

 

• UNCLAIMED PROP-
ERTY ACT: A new law 
(ONCA 13-47, Congress-
woman Maria Whitehorn, 
passed by Congress on 
April 23) to establish an 
unclaimed property act for 
the Nation. If passed, this 
law would establish pre-
sumptions for unclaimed 
property that is then sub-
ject to disposal or becoming 
property of the Nation.

“The bill as written would be 
fine for only Osage Nation un-
claimed property that resides 
in the Treasury or in Depart-
ments and programs. But it 
goes beyond these. It also in-
cludes all property abandoned 
in its commissions, enter-
prises, boards, or businesses. 
This is problematic because at 
least for the gaming proper-
ties, federal and tribal regula-
tions and laws are already in 
place for handling of property 
that is abandoned or forfeited 
or unclaimed … This bill could 
be easily amended to either 
be consistent with other exist-
ing laws and regulations, or 
to except out gaming or other 
entities or programs subject to 
federal law.”

• PENALTIES FOR NOT 
COMPLYING WITH 
REQUESTS FROM 
THE OFFICE OF FIS-
CAL PERFORMANCE 
AND REVIEW: A new law 
(ONCA 14-30, Congressman 
William “Kugee” Supernaw, 
passed by Congress on April 

23) to establish penalties 

for violation of the OFPR 

which conducts audits of the 

Nation’s government enti-

ties that are reported to the 

ON Congress. If passed, this 

law would’ve penalized any 

person who fails to comply 

or a person who directs 

another to not comply with 

a request for production of 

documents or a request for 

access to records or prop-

erty by the (OFPR) in the 

administration of its duties 

as authorized by Osage law.

Chief BigHorse wrote: “The 

bill does not allow for excep-

tions. I have no issue with 

giving OFPR access to tribal 

documents and records so that 

OFPR can perform compliance 

or other authorized audits on 

operations. However, if OFPR 

is requesting private confiden-

tial records of clients or pa-

tients or private Osage citizens 

or former employees or appli-

cants that contain confidential 

or HIPAA information (health-

related information protected 

by federal law), or that contain 

their CDIB records or member-

ship records, I feel compelled 

to protect the privacy interests 

of constituents who may have 

federal protections.”

• PENALTIES FOR UNAU-

THORIZED SPENDING 

OF OSAGE GOVERN-

MENT MONEY: ONCA 

14-29 (Supernaw, passed 

by Congress on April 24) 

sought to amend an Osage 

law that states no money 

shall be drawn from the ON 

Treasury except by appro-

priation in accordance with 

Osage law and the 2006 con-

stitution. This amendment 

called for penalties to be 

placed against those convict-

ed of unauthorized spending 

of government money, which 

included a $1,000 to $5,000 

fine, a one-year jail term, 

or both – plus that person 

is also subject to a civil fine 

of not more than $5,000.

Chief BigHorse vetoed this 

bill April 30 and wrote in his 

veto message: 

“Since Indian tribes only 

have criminal jurisdiction over 

Indians, a violation by a non-

Indian only subjects them to a 

civil fine. Refusal by an Osage 

or other Indian subjects them 

to jail, plus a criminal fine, 

plus a civil fine. This is dis-

criminatory and unfair. It may 

also violate the Equal Protec-

tion clause of our Osage Con-

stitution … ‘The Osage Nation 

government in exercising sov-

ereign powers shall not: ‘… 

deny to any person within its 

jurisdiction the equal protec-

tion of its laws …’ This bill 

should be amended to apply 

civil fines only, so that it pun-

ishes all violators equally.”
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Resolution seeking term
limits for chiefs and congress
fails in Hun-Kah Session
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The question of whether 
elected Osage officials should 
be subject to term limits re-
surfaced for political debate on 
Day 13 of the Hun-Kah Ses-
sion. 

An Osage constitutional 
amendment resolution (ONCR 
14-02, John Maker) calling to 
place a question on the bal-
lot regarding term limits for 
ON Congress members and 
the Office of Principal Chief 
failed with 6-5 vote. A consti-
tutional amendment resolu-
tion brought for Congressional 
consideration requires 10 “yes” 
votes in order for the consti-
tutional amendment question 
at issue to appear on the next 
election ballot. 

This is the second time Con-
gressman John Maker has 
sponsored and sought a resolu-
tion to be placed on the ballot 
for Osage voters since he won 
election in 2012.

Maker said his resolution is 
“an opportunity for our Osage 
people to have a voice in our 
government. Everyone I’ve 
talked to, constituents, favor 
term limits … The people here 
in this room, I have the high-
est respect for them and their 
devotion to our people but I 
don’t understand why there 
seems to be a fear of the will of 
the Osage people.”

According to ONCR 14-02, 
the resolution seeks to place 
term limits on all ON Congres-
sional seats and the Principal 
Chief’s office. The resolution 
called for each Congressional 
member to be eligible to serve 
up to four four-year terms – or 

16 consecutive years if elected 
to each of those four terms. 
Once the limit is reached 
Osage Congress members 
would be required to take “a 
two-year mandatory leave” be-
fore being eligible to serve up 
to four more consecutive terms 
again.

In the Executive Branch, 
Maker’s resolution calls for 
the Principal Chief to be lim-
ited to three consecutive four-
year terms or 12 years before 
a four-year mandatory leave is 
required before being eligible 
to serve up to three more con-
secutive terms. 

Congresswoman Alice Buf-
falohead sought a Congressio-
nal resolution in 2011 (ONCR 
11-10) regarding term limits, 
but her resolution only focused 
on the Office of Principal Chief 
seeking a term limit of three 
consecutive four-year terms. 

ONCR 11-10 appeared on 
the June 2012 general election 
ballot after receiving a 10-1 
vote by the Second ON Con-
gress in April 2011. The term 
limit question failed to receive 
65 percent of the “yes” vote 
for the constitutional amend-
ment to take effect. The vote 
on ONCR 11-10 was: 64.71 
percent voted “yes” and 35.29 
percent voted “no.”

Buffalohead said she would 
also support Maker’s resolu-
tion because she still supports 
term limits. She encouraged 
the Congress to vote “yes” on 
the resolution to give the vot-
ers an opportunity to “speak 
on the ballot.”

Edwards said she would 
vote “no,” adding, “I just think 
that the numbers are arbi-
trary.” Edwards also said she 

disagreed that the resolution 

sought term limits with the al-

lowance to seek office after a 

mandatory break, adding she 

viewed the legislation as “term 

interruptions.”

Congressman RJ Walker 

also said he’s against term 

limits. “I think it limits con-

tributors the ability to serve, 

contributors can make a posi-

tive difference.” In researching 

the issue, Walker said he also 

unsuccessfully sought a copy 

of a government reformation 

survey sent to Osages when 

the 2006 government was be-

ing formed to see if questions 

on term limits were posed at 

that time.

Congressman William “Ku-

gee” Supernaw said he op-

poses term limits because he 

believes they discriminate 

against those that do good jobs 

in elected office.

The vote on ONCR 14-02 

failed with “no” votes from 

Congress members John Jech, 

Supernaw, Walker, Maria 

Whitehorn, Edwards. Vot-

ing “yes” were Buffalohead, 

Maker, Archie Mason, Daniel 

Boone, John Free and Con-

gressional Speaker Raymond 

Red Corn. Congressman Geof-

frey Standing Bear was absent 

April 14 due to return travel 

from that weekend’s election 

candidate events in Texas.

Osage art student 
heading to Italy for 
summer art program
Tara Madden
Osage News

Rogers State Univer-
sity student Wattie Wild-
cat of Hominy is heading 
to Italy

Wildcat, 26, an RSU 
senior, will graduate next 
spring. 

Wildcat will be partici-
pating in the Summer Art 
Program 2014 in Mon-
tone, Italy. 

When asked what he 
hopes to take away from 
the experience, Wildcat 
said, “To experience an-
other culture as well as 
be inspired from the mas-
ters of art.” 

According to the course 
objectives provided by 
RSU, the Summer Art 
Program in Italy is a 
study-at-large program. 
Students completing the course will demonstrate by port-
folio with visual artwork and writing. Students will demon-
strate significant knowledge of the essential elements and 
motivations of art history. Students will be prepared to en-
ter and perform satisfactorily in areas of further art study 
or entry employment upon finishing the summer program. 

“I want to see the architecture and the sculpture work of 
the greats, being able to see art in person is way different 
from seeing it in a book. You’re able to see the brush strokes 
used in the painting and see the use of colors, seeing these 
things in action will transfer over into my art,” Wildcat said. 

According to RSU, during the program students will be 
required to keep a sketchbook and a journal, which will be 
checked and discussed regularly by the faculty. A final art 
history, theory or an experiential paper will be developed 
during the program and completed at the conclusion of 
the course after the students have returned to the United 
States. The students will have daily critiques of their art 
and a final exhibit will be held. All students will be given a 
formal evaluation at the conclusion of the course. 

“To me art is not about the finished product it’s about 

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Wattie Wildcat, Osage artist who 
will travel to Montone, Italy, this 
summer, also serves as a fireman 
for the Pawhuska District commit-
tee. 

See wattIe
—Continued  on Page 19
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Diane Fraher.

Extras needed
for upcoming 
movie “The 
Heart Stays”
Tara Madden
Osage News

Another film is coming to 
Osage County, and this time, 
the film is about Osages.

A screenplay written by 
New York-based Osage au-
thor Diane Fraher, “The Heart 
Stays” is a coming of age story 
about a Native American girl 
who must choose between per-
sonal achievement and the tra-
ditional responsibilities of the 
old ways.

The film is being produced 
on a SAG- Ultra Low Budget 
contract with grants from the 
philanthropic establishment 
to American Indian Artists 
Inc. [AMERINDA]. These in-
clude grants from the Osage 
Nation Foundation, New York 
State Council on the Arts-Indi-
vidual Artist Program, Robert 
Rauschenberg Foundation and 
Dorothy Lichtenstein. Fraher 
is a 2013 Fellow in Screenwrit-
ing/Playwriting from the New 
York Foundation for the Arts. 

AMERINDA Inc. is the 
producer of the film, which is 
scheduled to start filming in 
May in Pawhuska. 

According to www.amer-
inda.org, “When Shannon 
Ki-he-ka-zhi, an 18-year old 
high school senior and aspir-
ing writer, who lives humbly 
on a reservation with her al-
coholic father, emotionally 
vacant mother and rebellious 
little sister receives a scholar-
ship to Dartmouth, she takes 
the challenge, an goes to pur-
sue her dream of preserving 
Native American, mythology. 
Without Shannon, her family 
finds themselves in emotional 
disarray. While Shannon has 
to learn to live in a world com-
pletely alien to her own, and 
discovers her gifts as a writer, 
her sister gets into serious le-
gal trouble and lands on Shan-
non’s doorstep. Shannon must 
choose between helping to save 
the whole Native literature de-
partment threatened by bud-
get cuts, or to save her sister.”

The film crew is specifically 
looking for Osages and other 
Native people of all ages – el-
ders, families, and children 
included. Contact Richard Lu-
ttrell at (918) 287-8088 for fur-
ther details. 

You can find out more infor-
mation on the film by visiting 
www.amerinda.org.
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NEW – EARLY  VOTING DAY 1

DATE:   May 30, 2014
TIME:   12:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. CDT

POLL LOCATION: Osage Nation Election O�  ce
   608 Kihekah, Pawhuska, Oklahoma

NEW – EARLY  VOTING DAY 2

DATE:   May 31, 2014

TIME:   10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. CDT

POLL LOCATION: Osage Nation Election O�  ce
   608 Kihekah, Pawhuska, Oklahoma

NEW LOCATION – ELECTION  DAY

DATE:   June 2, 2014

TIME:   8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. CDT

POLL LOCATION: Osage Nation Wah-zha-zhi Cultural Center
   1449 W. Main, Pawhuska, Oklahoma

QUALIFICATIONS TO VOTE:
1. Any enrolled member of the Osage Nation that is eighteen (18) years of age or older on Election Day 

who has been issued an Osage Nation Membership Card on or after October 9, 2002, which bears the 
signature of a Principal Chief of the Osage Nation.

MANNER OF VOTING:
1. Voting shall be by secret ballot.
2. Except as otherwise provided, any quali� ed voter may vote by:

a. Appearing at the prescribed polling place;
b. Announcing to the election o�  cials his or her name;
c. Presenting a government issued photo identi� cation* (Example: Driver’s License, Passport, Military 

ID, etc.);
*If you do not have a photo identi� cation to present, you may vote if two (2) election o�  cials sign an a�  davit 
a�  rming your identity.
d. Signing the ballot sign out sheet; and
e. Marking the ballot and placing it in the ballot box.

3. Any eligible voter who will be unable to vote in person may vote by Absentee Ballot.

REQUESTING AN ABSENTEE BALLOT:
1. To request an Absentee Ballot Request form, either:

a. Fill out the enclosed form; or 
b. Visit our website at www.osagenation-nsn.gov/what-we-do/elections/elections-forms, click on Absentee 

Ballot Request, and then � ll out, print, and sign the Absentee Ballot Request form; or
c.  You can request for the Absentee Ballot Request form to be sent to you by calling the Election O�  ce 

toll free at (877) 560-5286 or by e-mailing electiono�  ce@osagetribe.org.
2. Return the completed Absentee Ballot Request form along with a copy of a government issued photo 

identi� cation (Example: Driver’s License, Passport, Military ID, etc.) to the Election O�  ce.  Please sign 
the Absentee Ballot Request form the same way you will sign the absentee ballot return receipt. Use one 
of the following methods to return your completed request:
a. Scan and e-mail to electiono�  ce@osagetribe.org;
b. Fax to (918) 287-5292 (Please understand we are not responsible for faxes that did not transmit 
properly); or
c. Mail to P.O. Box 928, Pawhuska, OK 74056.

3. � e deadline for the Election O�  ce to receive your completed Absentee Ballot Request form and photo 
identi� cation is MAY 5, 2014 no later than 4:30 p.m., CDT

VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT:
1. Instructions for marking and mailing your ballot can be found enclosed with your ballot.
2. All Absentee Ballots must arrive by 10:00 a.m. CDT on JUNE 2, 2014, which is the day of the election, 

in the Pawhuska Post O�  ce in order to be valid.
3. Any eligible voter who receives an Absentee Ballot who does not complete and mail the ballot, but 

instead wishes to cast his or her vote in person must � rst:
a. Surrender his or her ballot to the Election Supervisor or authorized designee on Election Day; or
b. Sign an a�  davit stating they received a ballot, but did not vote it.

4. IMPORTANT: Pursuant to the Osage Nation Election Code, 5.2 (F) (1), a person is guilty of a viola-
tion of this code who knowingly votes more than once at any election.  � e penalty for this violation 
pursuant to Section 5.2 (G) is a � ne not to exceed � ve thousand dollars ($5,000), or a term of impris-
onment not to exceed one (1) year, or both.

METHODS OF OBTAINING ASSISTANCE IN VOTING:
1. On Election Day, if a voter or voter’s agent presents him or herself and states that the voter, because of 
a physical disability or language barrier, is 
unable to mark the ballot, assistance shall 
be provided by at least two (2) election of-
� cials.  � e voter may also be accompanied 
by a person of their choice in casting their 
ballot.  No proxy voting will be allowed.
2. A wheelchair shall be available at the 
polling place to assist a disabled voter into 
the designated polling place so a voter 
may cast his or her ballot.  At least two (2) 
election o�  cials shall be available to assist 
the disabled voter from their vehicle into 
the polling place where the ballot shall be 
cast.  � e voter may also be accompanied 
by a person of their choice in casting their 
ballot.  No proxy voting will be allowed.
3. If you need additional assistance on Election Day, please contact the Election O�  ce toll free at (877) 
560-5286 or locally at (918) 287-5286 in advance, if possible.

If you do not currently have the card above, please contact 
the Osage Nation Membership O�  ce toll free at (800) 818-6517.

2014 Primary Election Notice
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1. ONCR 13-19.

A. Proposed Amendment:  Shall Article III, Section 2 of the Osage 

Nation Constitution be amended to replace the words “eligible for” 

membership to “have the right to” membership?

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution:  If approved, Article III – 

MEMBERSHIP shall be amended as follows (new language appears 

in bold italics):

 Section 2. Qualifi cation for Membership:  All lineal descendants of 
those Osages listed on the 1906 Roll are eligible for have the right to 
membership in the Osage Nation, and those enrolled members shall 
constitute the citizenry subject to the provisions of this Constitution 
and to the laws enacted and regulations approved pursuant to this 
Constitution.

C. Purpose:  The purpose of this amendment is to acknowledge that 

membership in the Osage Nation is a natural legal entitlement of the 

lineal descendants of those Osages listed on the 1906 Roll that cannot 

be deprived by actions of the Osage Nation government.  

2. ONCR 13-20.

A. Proposed Amendment:  Shall Article VI of the Osage Nation Con-

stitution be amended to add a section protecting the integrity of a su-

permajority vote?

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution:  If approved, Article VI 

– LEGISLATURE shall be amended as follows (new language ap-

pears in bold italics):

 Section 13. Special Requirements for the Amendment of Laws to 
Protect Assets;  When a law requires an affi rmative supermajority 
to access Osage Nation assets, the number of votes needed to lower 
the supermajority requirement shall be equal to or greater than the 
supermajority threshold established in the law.

C. Purpose:  The purpose of this amendment is to protect the integrity of 

laws that require an affi rmative supermajority to access Osage Nation 

assets.  It is intended as a safeguard to prevent a Congress member 

from amending a supermajority requirement in a law (more than 50% 

yes votes) to a simple majority (only 50% yes vote) by only passing 

the reducing amendment by a simple majority of Congress.  If enact-

ed, Congress will have to generate more than a simple majority to 

access Osage Nation asset accounts.

3. ONCR 13-22.

A. Proposed Amendment:  Shall Article XV, Section 4 of the Osage 

Nation Constitution be amended to recognize the difference between 

a member of the Osage Nation and a mineral royalty interest holder of 

Osage descent?

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution:  If approved, Article XV – 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND MINERALS shall be amended as 

follows (new language appears in bold italics):

 Section 4. Management of the Osage Mineral Estate:  The Minerals 
Estate of the Osage Reservation is reserved to the Osage Nation.  The 
government of the Osage Nation shall have the perpetual obligation 
to ensure preservation of the Osage Mineral Estate.  The government 
shall further ensure that the rights of members of the Osage Nation 
mineral royalty interest holders of Osage descent, as set forth in 
the Osage Allotment Act of June 28, 1906, as amended, to income 
derived from that the Mineral Estate are protected.

C. Purpose:  The purpose of this amendment is to further defi ne and 

clarify the government of the Osage Nation’s obligation to protect 

the Mineral estate by distinguishing between members of the Osage 

Nation, mineral royalty interest holders of Osage descent, and non-

Osage mineral royalty interest holders.  Not all members of the Osage 

Nation are mineral royalty interest holders.  Likewise, not all min-

eral royalty interest holders are of Osage descent.  This amendment 

clarifi es this distinction by stating that the Osage Nation government 

only has a right to protect Mineral Estate income for mineral royalty 

interest holders of Osage descent.

4. ONCR 14-03.

A. Proposed Amendment:  Shall Article XX, Section 2 of the Osage 

Nation Constitution be amended to change the minimum number of 

signatures by qualifi ed Osage voters necessary to propose an amend-

ment to the Constitution?

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution:  If approved, Article XX – 

AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION shall be amended as follows 

(new language appears in bold italics):

Section 2. Amendment by Petition:  Amendments may be proposed to this 
Constitution by petition of the qualifi ed electors of the Osage Nation.  
Every petition shall include the full text of the proposed amendment, 
and be signed by qualifi ed electors of the Osage Nation equal in num-
ber to at least twenty-fi ve (25%) of the electorate number of voters 
placing votes in the preceding general election in which the Offi ce 
of the Principal Chief was on the ballot.  Such petitions shall be fi led 

with the person authorized by law to receive the same at least ninety 
(90) days before the election at which the proposed amendment is to 
be voted upon.  Any such petition shall be in the form, and shall be 
signed and circulated in such manner, as prescribed by Osage law.  
The person authorized to receive such petition shall upon its receipt 
determine, as provided by law, the validity and suffi ciency of the sig-
natures on the petition, and make an offi cial announcement thereof 
at least sixty (60) days prior to the election at which the proposed 
amendment is to be voted upon.

C. Purpose:  The purpose of this amendment is to tie the number of sig-

natures necessary to fi le a petition to amend the constitution directly 

to the number of qualifi ed Osage voters who actually exercise their 

right to vote, instead of the Osage electorate as a whole.  For example, 

about 2300 of the approximately 12,000 total Osage electorate voted 

in the last election for Principal Chief.  Based on those numbers, 3000 

(25% of 12,000) signatures are required to fi le a petition to amend the 

constitution.  If the amendment passes, the requirement is lowered to 

575 (25% of 2300) signatures.  

5. ONCR 14-04.

A. Proposed Amendment:  Shall Article XI, Section 3 of the Osage 

Nation Constitution be amended to change the minimum number of 

signatures by qualifi ed Osage voters necessary to fi le a petition for 

initiative or referendum?

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution:  If approved, Article XI 

– CITIZEN INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL shall 

be amended as follows (new language appears in bold italics):

 Section 3. Petition for Initiative or Referendum:  After certifi ca-
tion of the application, a petition containing a summary of the subject 
matter shall be prepared by the person authorized by Osage law to do 
so for circulation by the sponsors.  If signed by qualifi ed Osage voters 
who are equal in number to at least (15) fi fteen percent of the elector-
ate twenty-fi ve (25) percent of the number of voters placing votes in 
the preceding general election in which the Offi ce of the Principal 
Chief was on the ballot, it may be fi led.

C. Purpose:  The purpose of this amendment is to tie the number of 

signatures necessary to fi le an initiative or referendum directly to the 

number of qualifi ed Osage voters who actually exercise their right to 

vote, instead of the Osage electorate as a whole.  For example, about 

2300 of the approximately 12,000 total Osage electorate voted in the 

last election for Principal Chief.  Based on those numbers, 1800 (15% 

of 12,000) signatures are required to fi le a petition for initiative or 

referendum.  If the amendment passes, the requirement is lowered to 

575 (25% of 2300) signatures.  

6. ONCR 14-05.

A. Proposed Amendment:  Shall Article XI, Section 8 of the Osage 

Nation Constitution be amended to change the minimum number of 

signatures by qualifi ed Osage voters necessary to fi le a petition for 

recall?

B. Proposed Changes to the Constitution:  If approved, Article XI 

– CITIZEN INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, AND RECALL shall 

be amended as follows (new language appears in bold italics):

 Section 8. Recall:  All elected and/or appointed offi cials of the 
Osage Nation are subject to recall by the qualifi ed Osage voters.  
The grounds for recall of a judicial offi cer shall be established by 
the Osage Nation Supreme Court.  The grounds for recall of an offi -
cer other than a judge are serious malfeasance or nonfeasance, during 
the term of offi ce, in the performance of the duties of the offi ce or a 
conviction, during the term of offi ce, of a felony or conviction of a 
misdemeanor involving moral turpitude.  After certifi cation of the Ap-
plication, as set forth in Section 2 of this Article, a petition for recall 
shall be prepared by the person authorized by Osage law to do so and 
the petition shall set forth the specifi c conduct that may warrant recall.  
A recall petition may not be issued for circulation by the sponsors 
until the Osage Nation Supreme Court has determined that the facts 
alleged in the petition are true and are suffi cient grounds for issuing 
a recall petition.  A recall petition must be signed by qualifi ed Osage 
voters who are equal in number to at least fi fteen (15) percent of the 
electorate twenty-fi ve (25) percent of the number of voters placing 
votes in the preceding general election in which the Offi ce of the 
Principal Chief was on the ballot.  

(The remainder of Section 8 remains unchanged).

C. Purpose:  The purpose of this amendment is to tie the number of 

signatures necessary to fi le a recall petition directly to the number 

of qualifi ed Osage voters who actually exercise their right to vote, 

instead of the Osage electorate as a whole.  For example, about 2300 

of the approximately 12,000 total Osage electorate voted in the last 

election for Principal Chief.  Based on those numbers, 1800 (15% of 

12,000) signatures are required to fi le a recall petition.  If the amend-

ment passes, the requirement is lowered to 575 (25% of 2300) signa-

tures. 

2014 GENERAL ELECTION  PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
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Pah-Su-Li’n Water Boy helps team 
win Class A State Championship 

Tara Madden 
Osage News

Joseph “J.K.” King Hadlock 
helped the Glencoe Panthers 
win the Class A Boys Basket-
ball Championship at the Jim 
Norick State Fair Arena in 
Oklahoma City on March 8. 

Hadlock, wearing the num-
ber 3, is point guard for the 
Glencoe basketball team and is 
also a Water Boy on the Gray-

ROGER PASQUE/PanhandleIllustrated .com

Joseph “J.K.” Hadlock, wearing number 3, goes for the block in the Class A State Championship game in Okla-
homa City, March 8 

Courtesy Photo 

Joseph “J.K.” Hadlock with his parents Joby and Chris Hadlock after help-
ing his team win the Class A State Championship game in Oklahoma City, 
March 8. 

horse In-Lon-Schka dance 
committee. 

“We faced some adversity at 
the beginning of the year with 
a starter moving to Stillwater 
but we had some players step 
up for us!” Hadlock said. “We 
knew we could still win it but 
it wouldn’t be easy. It was my 
first year at state and winning 
it was the best feeling. We 
proved a lot of people wrong 
who were saying we couldn’t 
do it.” 

The Glencoe Panthers had a 
perfect season, ending 29-0. 

Making it through playoffs, 
the Panthers played Velma-
Alma in the first round in the 
State Championship games, 
with a win of 83-69. Next they 
beat Weleetka 73-67. In the 
championship they defeated 
the Kiowa Cowboys 57-39 to 
win the Oklahoma Class A 
Basketball Championship 
game. 

“He played great, he’s a 
great player, couldn’t of done 

it without him,” said Glencoe 
Panther Head Coach Ty La-
zenby.

Hadlock has been playing 
basketball since he was in el-
ementary school and has been 
a point guard since he began 
playing basketball. He aver-
aged 12-15 points per game 
during the season.

He is the Son of Joby and 
Chris Hadlock. They are mem-
bers of the Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church of Fairfax. Hadlock 
also enjoys fishing, hunting, 

riding four wheelers and hang-
ing out with his friends. He 
also likes to dance, attend and 
participate in rodeos. 

“J.K. has a natural ability of 
basketball. He trains hard and 
plays it with skill and enthusi-
asm. He is a good team player 
and sets a high standard for 
himself and works hard to 
obtain it. Joby and I are very 
proud of him and his accom-
plishments,” said his mother 
Chris Hadlock.

Terry Mason Moore  
confirmed as Osage Nation  
Assistant Principal Chief 
Benny Polacca
Osage News

Terry Mason Moore received 
a unanimous confirmation 
vote to serve as Osage Nation 
Assistant Principal Chief from 
the Third ON Congress.

On April 22, Moore appeared 
before the Congressional Com-
mittee on Governmental Oper-
ations as part of the appointee 
confirmation process set by 
the Congress. All appointed 
officials are subject to a confir-
mation vote by the entire Con-
gress.

Before the vote, the Con-
gress requires that all ap-
pointed members for boards, 
commissions and the Assistant 
Principal Chief (in Moore’s 
case) fill out a questionnaire as 
part of the vetting process set 
in Congressional rules to help 
determine if the appointees 
are qualified to hold an office 
or board position. 

Moore introduced herself at 
the meeting and provided an 
oral synopsis of her profession-
al experience, which includes 
holding a law degree from the 
University of New Mexico and 
a master’s business degree 
from the University of Minne-
sota.

According to her primary 
election profile Moore has 
worked in various capacities 
with the Osage Nation for 14 
years. In 2000 she contracted 

to represent the Osage Tax 
Commission for former princi-
pal chief Charles Tillman. In 
2002 she contracted to repre-
sent the Osage Gaming Com-
mission for former principal 
chief Jim Gray. In 2006 she 
contracted with the Osage Ca-
sinos to do attorney work. In 
2010 she was appointed to the 
Osage Gaming Commission by 
Gray. She contracted with for-
mer Principal Chief John Red 
Eagle to do in-house general 
counsel work.

Moore was also appointed to 
the 31st Osage Tribal Council 
in 2003 after councilwoman 
Camille Pangburn died. Prin-
cipal Chief Scott BigHorse 
appointed Moore as Assistant 
Principal Chief on Jan. 30 af-
ter Chief Red Eagle was re-
moved from office. Moore was 

elected to the School Board for 

Woodland Public Schools.

At the meeting, no com-

mittee members asked Moore 

questions regarding her pro-

fessional experience. Next, 

Congressman RJ Walker said 

Moore is qualified to hold of-

fice and her questionnaire 

presented no ethical conflicts 

and made the motion the com-

mittee recommend Moore for 

confirmation and that she is 

qualified based on education 

and experience.

Congressman Archie Ma-

son, who also sits on the com-

mittee, said he would abstain 

from the committee vote not-

ing that he and Terry Mason 

Moore are first cousins. Com-

mittee members Congressmen 

John Jech, William “Kugee” 

Supernaw, Walker and Daniel 

Boone voted unanimously on 

Moore’s confirmation recom-

mendation to the entire Con-

gress.

Moore will finish out her 

assistant chief term until the 

newly elected assistant prin-

cipal chief is inaugurated on 

July 2, along with the newly 

elected chief, six congressional 

members and eight minerals 

council members.  

BENNY POLACCA/Osage News

Newly confirmed Assistant Princi-
pal Chief Terry Mason Moore. 

ON Congress confirms
20 people for board
and commission seats
Osage News

Several Osage Nation board appointees received con-
firmation status from the Third ON Congress during the 
2014 Hun-Kah Session.

Per Osage law, the Principal Chief appoints individu-
als to serve on the Nation’s board and commissions on 
an interim basis and those appointments are subject to 
Congressional confirmation during the next regular ses-
sion of Congress. Those appointees are also subject to 
initial review by Congressional committees of jurisdic-
tion, which includes submitting a questionnaire and ap-
pearing for an interview, if possible.

The following individuals were confirmed by Congress 
for both ON board and commission service after being 
appointed by Chief BigHorse:

• Osage Limited Liability Company (LLC):  
Tim Tall Chief

• Gaming Enterprise Board:  
Mark Simms and Henry Harjo

• Osage Nation Energy Services LLC (ONES):  
Randy Standridge, Eddy Red Eagle Jr.  
and Anthony Webb

• Home Health:  
Carla Brown and Debbie Cheshewalla

• Osage Nation Foundation:  
Russ Tallchief and Monte Boulanger

• Utility Authority Board:  
Gary Burd, Mike Wellner and Paul Bemore

• Editorial Board:  
Jerri Jean Branstetter (Note: Branstetter was 
nominated by fellow board members Teresa Trum-
bly Lamsam and Lu King per the Nation’s Free 
Press Act that states the two appointed board 
members nominate the third board member)

• Election Board:  
Terry Hazen and Shannon Lockett

• Grayhorse Indian Village Five-Man Board:  
George Pease

• Osage Tax Commission:  
Milton Labadie

• Health Authority Board:  
Mike Moore, Nancy Keil
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MAY 

May 2
2014 Osage Nation  
Senior Services Honors  
Day Celebration 
Senior Services 
Department
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
Balloon Launch will 
begin at 11 a.m.

May 3 
2014 Tribal Foster  
and Adoptive Family  
Recruitment Fair
Delaware Tribe  
Community Center
Bartlesville, Oklahoma
From 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5335

May 3 
Osage News Election  
Debates
Debate for General  
Election
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural  
Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

May 4 
Osage News Election  
Debates
Debate for General  
Election 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural  
Center 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

May 5
General Election 
Information 
Deadline to Request 
an Absentee Ballot
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

May 10
Grayhorse War Mothers
Grayhorse Indian Village
Flag Raising be-
gins at 1:30 p.m.
For more information 
contact (918) 396-3314

May 12
Osage Nation Founda-
tion 3rd Annual Char-
ity Golf Tournament
Ponca City Country Club
Ponca City, Oklahoma
Registration deadline  
is May 5
For more information  
contact Bill Webb at 
(405) 415-0383

May 18
Political Forum
Grayhorse Com-
munity Building 
Beginning at 1 p.m. 

May 20
Political Forum
Osage Casino – Skiatook 
From 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

May 24
United Osages of Southern 
California Spring Meeting
Carlsbad-by-the-Sea  
Resort
Carlsbad, Calif.
For more information, 
email Bill Myers at 
billmyers1729@gmail.com

May 30
General Election 
Information 
Early Voting – Polls 
Open 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

May 31 
General Election 
Information 
Early Voting – Polls 
Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

JUNE
June 2 

General Election 
Election Day – Polls 
Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

June 5 – 8 
Grayhorse In-Lon-Schka 
Grayhorse, Oklahoma 

June 12 – 15 
Hominy In-Lon-Schka
Hominy, Oklahoma

June 14
Osage ACT Prep Test Date
Registration Deadline is  
May 9
For more information 
visit www.actstudent.org

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage News, 
Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-
hekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056; 
email sshaw@osagenews.org, 
or fax to (918) 287-5563. Make 
sure to include event date, loca-
tion, email and Web address (if 
applicable) and a phone number 
where someone can be contact-
ed for validation if necessary. 
Deadline for the June 2014 is-
sue is May 18, 2014.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Community

UOSC meeting canceled
The United Osages of Southern California organiza-

tion’s May 24 meeting has been canceled.
The cancellation in part is due to very few Osage candidate’s 

scheduled for the meeting. The organization plans to hold a 
cultural meeting in August. For more information please call  
Bill Myers at (760) 500-2266 or email him at billmy-
ers1729@gmail.com.

Congratulations!
Rebecca (Summers) Myers 

(Osage) and Billy Myers, along 
with sister Kelsey of Sperry, 
welcomed Dillon James Myers 
on March 5, 2014. His grand-
parents, James (Osage) and 
Deborah Summers and Billy 
and Patty Myers, all of Sperry, 
welcomed Dillon as well. Dil-
lon and Kelsey are great-great 
grandchildren of original allot-
tee Josephine Nix Bratton.

Congratulations  
Taylor Neill!

Taylor Neill is a senior at 
Holland Hall College Prepa-
ratory School in Tulsa Okla. 
Taylor is the granddaughter 
of Patrick Twomey an Osage 
member from Ariz. Taylor won 
the Shakespearean monologue 
Competition for her school and 
will be going to New York to 
perform at the Lincoln Center 
for the National Shakespeare 
contest. If she wins there she 
would be going on to the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Art in 
London England for the Young 
Actor’s Summer School. Best 
wishes to you Taylor.

Congratulations!
Brooke Reynolds is receiv-

ing a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
Drama with an emphasis on 
acting from OU May 10, 2014. 
She is graduating with distinc-
tion for her GPA of 3.74!

Brooke has performed at 
the Kennedy Center Ameri-
can College Theater Festival, 
Washington, D.C., received 

a fellowship to study in New 
York for three weeks, traveled 
to Italy and performed com-
media delle’arte, and many 
others. She is the daughter 
of Christina and Glenn Reyn-
olds 111 of Edmond. Pater-
nal grandparents are Pat and 
Glenn Reynolds Jr. of Skia-
took. Maternal grandparents 
are Jeanmarie of Tulsa and 
Jim Billington of San Diego. 

Congratulations!
We would like to announce 

and celebrate our son Tra-
vis Clark’s May 10 gradua-
tion from the University of 
St. Thomas, School of Law in 
Minneapolis, Minn. The pres-
tigious Native American law 
firm of Fredricks, Peebles & 
Morgan, has hired him. He 
will be working out of the Rap-
id City, S.D., office starting the 
second week of May and taking 
the bar exam during the sum-
mer. Congratulations and best 
wishes for a wonderful future! 

Thank you!
The family of Martha Davis 

would like to thank all who 
spoke a word of sympathy, sent 
a card, food or gifts. We appre-
ciate and love you for helping 
us honor our Mom. God bless 
each of you.  

Jewell Purcell Family
Harold Davis Family
Bobby Davis Family
Fi Davis Family
Mark Davis & Jordan Davis
Billy Davis Family
Delores Davis Family

Dillon James Myers

Brooke Reynolds

Taylor Neill

Travis Clark

ON Congress appropriates $1.5 million 
for Osage County land purchases
By Benny Polacca
Osage News 

Discussion of land purchases 
dotted congressional conversa-
tions several times during the 
Congressional Huh-Kah Ses-
sion before the Third Osage 
Nation Congress approved two 
appropriation bills to buy back 
land.

Both bills totaled $1,550,000 
with the funding directed to-
ward the Nation’s Executive 
Branch, Tribal Development 
and Land Acquisition Depart-
ment and Osage Nation En-
ergy Services LLC to conduct 
the land purchases when those 
opportunities are available.

First, an $800,000 appropri-
ation bill aimed at supporting 
Osage County restricted land 
repurchases received majority 
support from the Third Osage 
Nation Congress during Day 
Nine of the Hun-Kah Session.

On April 9, the Congress 
voted to amend the restricted 
land repurchase appropriation 
bill’s initial request amount 
of $600,000 to $800,000. This 
bill (ONCA 14-28 sponsored by 
Congressman Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear) appropriates a capi-
tal contribution of $800,000 
into the Nation’s restricted 
real property repurchase fund, 
therefore funding restricted 
land repurchases of the former 
Osage reservation.

During discussion on pos-
sible amendments, several 
Congress members said they 
believe land repurchasing is a 
priority for the Nation. A pro-
posed amendment to ONCA 
14-28 to raise the appropria-
tion amount to $1 million 
failed, but $800,000 received 
majority support for a bill 
amendment. 

Standing Bear said the land 
repurchase efforts will be the 
responsibility of the ON Tribal 

Development and Land Ac-
quisition Department under 
the Executive Branch. He pro-
posed to amend the bill appro-
priation amount to $750,000. 
Congresswoman Shannon 
Edwards also proposed an 
amendment to increase the ap-
propriation from $600,000 to 
$1 million, spurring discussion 
on the proposed amounts.

Congresswoman Alice Buf-
falohead said “I’m all for this” 
but noted she felt nervous 
about increasing the appropri-
ation to $1 million considering 
the Nation’s fiscal year 2013 
audit is not yet complete.

Congressman Daniel Boone 
said he applauds Standing 
Bear’s bill, but also hesitated 
on appropriating $1 million in 
case of unforeseen emergen-
cies. “Who knows what the 
future might hold, we might 
get devastated by a tornado … 
It’s always nice to have a little 
money in the bank,” Boone 
said.

Edwards said two of her pri-
orities are pushing services to 
as many Osages as possible 
and purchasing land back. 
“17,000 members benefit from 
us owning our reservation, so 
to me, this is a priority over 
almost anything else we’re do-
ing.”

The proposed $1 million in-
crease to ONCA 14-28 failed 
with seven “no” votes out of all 
12 Congress members present. 
Voting “no” were: Congress 
members John Free, Buffalo-
head, John Jech, Archie Ma-
son, RJ Walker, Boone and 
Congressional Speaker Ray-
mond Red Corn. 

Congressman John Maker 
said he would support ONCA 
14-28 and shared a brief story 
about a conversation he had 
three years ago with an un-
named former Tribal Council 
member. Maker said he asked 

the former elected official what 
he would do if the person had 
to make a decision on how to 
spend the extra tribal gaming 
revenue. The person replied 
that land repurchasing would 
also be a priority.

After further discussion and 
a successful vote to suspend 
the Congressional rules to pro-
pose another appropriation 
increase, the Congress consid-
ered a second proposed appro-
priation increase to $800,000. 
The $800,000 amendment 
passed with a 10-2 vote with 
“no” votes from Jech and Red 
Corn.

Afterward, the final main 
motion to amend ONCA 14-28 
with the $800,000 appropria-
tion amount passed with 11 
“yes” votes and one “no” from 
Jech.  

A second appropriation 
bill (ONCA 13-100, Edwards) 
passed by Congress calls for a 
total of $750,000 to be appro-
priated with $400,000 directed 
to the Executive Branch and 
the remaining $350,000 direct-
ed to the Osage Nation Energy 
Services LLC.

According to ONCA 13-100, 
the $400,000 appropriated to 
the Executive Branch is in-
tended for specific real proper-
ty purchases in the remaining 
2014 fiscal year pursuant to 
the Nation’s gaming plan of 
operation. The $350,000 ap-
propriated to the ONES LLC is 
intended for real property pur-
chases that are in accordance 
with that entity’s annual plan 
of operation as well.

Principal Chief Scott Big-
Horse signed ONCA 14-28 into 
law on April 15 and had yet to 
take action on ONCA 13-100 
as of press time.

the process which gets you to 
the finished product,” Wildcat 
said. 

The course is a four–week 
course in Italy. For their last 
exhibit they will travel to 
Rome for the remainder of the 
visit where the students will 
see great works of art by Mi-
chelangelo, Caravaggio and 
the Roman Forum.

Wildcat is from the Zon-
Zo-Li’n district and a fireman 
for the Wa- Ka-Ko-Li’n Dis-
trict during the In- Lon-Schka 
dances.  

Wildcat leaves for Italy on 
May 14.

To help Wattie Wildcat with 
expenses please donate to:  
www.gofundme.com/4o2xxk

Or send donations directly 
to: 617 S. Price, Hominy, OK 
74035.

wattIe
–from Page 9

Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please mail 
it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. 
Letters must be respectful and informative to the reader, and 
may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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Osage Nation Jobs: Applica-
tions may be downloaded at 
www.osagetribe.com/main_job-
search.aspx or obtained at the 
Osage Nation Human Resourc-
es Department located at 621 
Grandview in Pawhuska. In-
terested applicants can also call 
(918) 287-5445 or email HR at 
atrumbly@osagetribe.org. Ap-
plications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

Osage Casinos Careers Vari-
ous Osage Casino locations. 
For more information contact  
www.osagecasinos.com/careers. 

Surveillance Supervisor – 
Sand Springs Gaming Com-
mission. Must be at least 21 
years of age. Must possess an 
Associate’s Degree or 2 years of 
Surveillance experience. Must 
have the ability to obtain and 
keep a gaming license. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $18.05/hr. 

Administrative/Section 106 
Assistant – Pawhuska Cul-
tural Department. HS diplo-
ma or equivalent. Minimum of 
2 year’s experience in office set-
ting. Must have excellent com-
puter skills and experience with 
Word, Excel, Power Point, and 
File Maker Pro. Regular Full 
Time.Salary: $15.50/hr. 

Tribal Historic Preservation 
Director – Pawhuska Cul-
tural Department. Master’s 
degree in Archaelogy, Anthro-
pology or closely related field. 
Demonstrated capabilities in 
project design, research, de-
velopment, management, and 
administration. Archeological, 
anthropological, and histori-
cal research skills must include 
research design, analysis and 
reporting, and data collection 
experience. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $39.64/hr.

Child Care Director – 
Pawhuska Child Care De-
partment. Bachelor degree in 
Early Childhood Education or 
related field or 3-5 year’s ex-
perience with the Child Care 
Program. Computer knowl-
edge including but not limited 
to (Word, Excel, Access, Power 
Point, Publisher, Outlook, etc.) 
Administrative experience. Reg-
ular Full Time. Salary: $25.70/
hr. 

Site Coordinator – Fairfax 
Boys and Girls Club. Mini-
mum of five (5) years in a field 
related to children, childhood, 
physical education, sports medi-
cine or nutrition. At least three 
(3) years of experience working 
with children and parents. Reg-
ular Full Time. Salary: $15.45/
hr. 

Administrative Assistant 
– Pawhuska Constituent 
Services. At least one year of 
advanced education from col-
lege, business, vocational school 
degree preferred. A minimum of 
2 years experience working as 
an administrative assistant. A 
minimum of 2 years of custom-
er services experience. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $11.88/hr. 

ClaSSifiedS
Teacher Assistant – Fairfax 
Head Start. HS diploma or 
GED. CDA certification or expe-
rience in child care and actively 
work toward certification com-
pletion within one year. Good 
driving record with the abil-
ity acquire CDL and Oklahoma 
School Bus Driver’s license 
within 6 months. Regular Full 
Time. Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Day Care Director – Fair-
fax WELC. Bachelor’s Degree 
or AA Degree in Early Child-
hood Education or related field. 
Three year’s work experience in 
Day Care (continued training in 
Mastery Supervision for the day 
care). CDA Certified. Food Han-
dler Certificate. Regular Full 
Time. Salary: $13.52/hr. 

Youth Development Staff 
– Fairfax Boy’s and Girl’s 
Club. He/She must have strong 
communication skills, both ver-
bal and written. Must have 
group leadership skills, includ-
ing an understanding of group 
dynamics. He/She must be able 
to demonstrate orgainizational 
and project management abili-
ties. Regular Part Time. Salary: 
$11.50/hr. 

Fiscal Program Manager – 
Pawhuska Social Services. 
Bachelor’s Degree in Finance or 
Accounting or any related field, 
preferably experience working 
with tribal program and bud-
gets. Must have computer expe-
rience with working knowledge 
of Microsoft Word, Outlook, Ex-
cel, and Power Point. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $18.41/hr. 

Maintenance Helper – Wah 
Sha She Tribal Works. HS di-
ploma or equivalent preferred. 
Prior maintenance and/or con-
struction experience a plus. Reg-
ular: Full Time. Salary: $11.50/
hr. 

Maintenance Tech I – 
Pawhuska Tribal Works. HS 
diploma or equivalent. Must 
have prior maintenance and/
or construction experience. Me-
chanical, electrical and plumb-
ing training certifications a 
plus. Regular: Full Time. Sal-
ary: $13.85/hr. 

Clinical Compliance Officer 
– Pawhuska Counseling Cen-
ter. Master’s level degree in Be-
havioral Science field preferred 
or Master’s Level degree in re-
lated field required. Bachelor’s 
degree required with minimum 
of 5 years supervisory or compli-
ance related experience. Regu-
lar: Full Time. Salary: $23.14/
hr. 

Day Care Provider – Fairfax 
WELC-Fairfax. HS diploma or 
GED. At least one year of work 
experience in providing care in 
a Day Care facility preferred. 
Child Development Associate 
or must complete CDA training 
within 10 months. Regular: Full 
Time. Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Surveillance Officer – Ski-
atook (2), Ponca City (1), 
Bartlesville (1) Gaming Com-
mission. HS diploma or GED 
and 6 months of previous work 
experience. Gaming, Hospitality 

May 18th is the
deadline for all submissions 

for the June issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

or Customer Service industry 
preferred. Technical school or 
formal apprenticeship would be 
helpful. Prior experience in law 
enforcement, military or securi-
ty is helpful. Regular: Full Time. 
Salary: $13.30/hr.

PRN, LPN and Home Health 
Aide Osage Home Health. Ap-
ply at 128 E. 6th, Pawhuska, OK 
74056 or call (918) 287-5645.

Regulatory Compliance In-
ternal Auditor I – Pawhus-
ka Gaming Commission. 
Bachelor’s degree or equivalent 
related. Three years increas-
ingly responsible work in an 
accounting/auditing position or 
related casino/financial experi-
ence preferred. Regular Full 
Time. Salary: DOE

Shelter Monitor – Pawhuska 
Counseling Center. HS diplo-
ma/GED. Must have previous 
experience working in domestic 
violence shelter or behavioral 
health programs. Regular: Part 
Time. Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Youth Development Staff – 
Pawhuska Boy’s and Girls 
Club. He/She must have strong 
communication skills, both ver-
bal and written. Must have 
group leadership skills, includ-
ing an understanding of group 
dynamics. He/She must be able 
to obtain CPR/First Aid Certi-
fications. Regular: Part Time. 
Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Tribal Education Advocate – 
Hominy Education. Bachelor’s 
degree in Education or closely 
related field is needed. A current 
teaching certificate is preferred. 
The Advocate must be willing to 
work with children and parents 
and also willing to travel and at-
tend parent meetings. Regular: 
Full Time. Salary: DOE

Letters to the Editor 
If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please 

mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 
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tive to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clar-
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oSage Culture

Deer Clan

Charles Red Corn

Charles Red Corn
Osage News

My mother was Deer 
Clan; her Clan name was 
Pah-Hu-Le-Zeh. She was 
also called Emma Louise 
Red Corn and she was an 
accomplished artist who 
created beautiful Osage 
Ribbon Work. She also 
played the piano, some-
times for church services 
and sometimes just for the 
enjoyment of playing. We, 
like many Indian families, 
are fortunate to have had 
such a loving and strong 
mother.  

There are many Osages 
who are Deer Clan, and 
while we do not know as 
much about the Clans as 
our ancestors knew, it is 
good that we continue to 
acknowledge the Clans. 
Osage Clans are based on 
an understanding of life 
that Indian People learned 
by observing the Universe. 
They observed the Sun, the 
Moon, the Stars, and the 
Seasons. They also learned 
by watching the Deer, Buf-
falo, Elk, fish and others of 
their brothers. 

Clans are meaningful to 
us as families and as indi-
viduals. It is not a political 
affiliation; it is much deep-
er than that. It seems to me 
to be more personal, cer-
tainly broader and deeper 
than my understanding of 
life. Like all of the clans, 
the Deer People have been 
an important part of Osage 
life.    

Principal Chief Paul 
Pitts was Deer Clan. He led 
the Tribe during a difficult 
and critical period of our 
People’s history. He helped 
to protect the Mineral Es-
tate when there was a se-
rious movement to put an 
end to federal trust status 
of Indian Land.  

More recently Princi-
pal Chief Jim Gray who 
is Deer Clan brought the 
long-standing question of 
an Osage Constitution to a 
vote of the People, and the 
People adopted the consti-
tution. The constitution 
gave to every Osage a vote 
that is equal to all others. 
One person, one vote I have 
heard it called. It includes 
a fairness that was missing 
during a century when pro-
tecting the Mineral Estate 
was critical. 

We are fortunate that 
our ancient ancestors hand-
ed down to us a great deal 
of their insight into life. 
The strength of their in-

sight has kept those ancient 

teachings from being com-

pletely lost during the past 

century and a half, and for 

that we are grateful.  

While we do not live as 

close to nature and as close 

to those animals and other 

forms of life that are found 

in nature, the observations 

and teachings that have 

been handed down from the 

Clans remain just as true to-

day as they were in the far 

distant past.  

At this point in our tribal 

history we find ourselves in 

a political struggle, an elec-

tion that at times seems to 

be a strain. Still, when the 

Month of June rolls around, 

the beat of the Grayhorse, 

Hominy and Pawhuska 

Drums will sound, and 

many voices will sing those 

timeless songs. The People 

gather and they will dance, 

and will eat together, and 

that time together will re-

mind us of who we are.

–––––––––

About the author: 

Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, is 

the author of “A Pipe for Feb-

ruary” and various other pub-

lished works. Red Corn received 

his B.A. in Psychology and his 

Masters of Education Admin-

istration from Penn State. He 

is a veteran of the U.S. Army 

and resides with his wife Jeri in 

Norman, Okla. He is the Osage 

News culture columnist.
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Without ReservationsLetters to 
the Editor

Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

• Submit an application within 30 days of 
time of death

• Provide copy of Osage Membership Card 
for deceased individual

• Provide a copy of a death certificate for the  
deceased individual

• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral 
Home statement of the deceased individual

The application is complete when all pertinent 
documentation is received by this office; once the 
application is complete a letter of approved funds 
and check will be mailed to the funeral home. 
Notice will also be sent to the applicant inform-
ing them of the amount being paid to the funeral 
home.
• Allow 10-14 working days for completed  

application to be processed and a check issued.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221

Email: jjones@osagetribe.org

Thank you, Stacy Laskey
I want to offer my thanks and deep 

appreciation to Ms. Stacy Laskey for 
offering her time and skills as she 
served the Osage Nation as a member 
of the Osage Nation Gaming Enter-
prise Board. This is an exciting time in 
the history of our nation when we are 
busy developing our political intellect 
with a new constitutional government. 
At the same time, we are exercising our 
financial abilities with the opening of 
new revenue producing hotels and casi-
nos. We are making tremendous gains 
on both fronts because of, and with, the 
help of people like Ms. Laskey. It is too 
easy for those that do not offer their 
services for the betterment of the tribe 
to sit back and spread rumors about 
tribal business they know nothing 
about, although this is not an uncom-
mon habit in the Osage. And then we 
have Ms. Laskey, who not only served 
with diligence and honor, but chose to 
further take of her own time to speak 
to a dangerous and empty comment 
on the construction costs of the new 
Skiatook and Ponca City casino and 
hotels. I want to personally thank her 
for her service to the tribe and for her 
well-written article on the construc-
tion financing reporting system for 
the aforementioned facilities. Lastly, 
I want to restate what Chief Bighorse 
said in his recent State of the Nation 
address, “If current performance re-
mains consistent through summer 
months, we expect to completely pay 
off the debt by the end of the fiscal year 
for both casinos.” Kudos to Ms. Laskey 
for her report and the members of the 
Gaming Board for their excellent work, 
we can only hope that professional-
ism such as this will continue to be the 
norm with our soon-to-be-elected gov-
ernment officials.

–Gregory Woodell 
West Hollywood, Calif.

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

opinion

ON Tribal Development and Land Ac-
quisition Department, worked with the 
architectural designers of the building. 
He said the building will have secured 
access between the two departments 
for safety reasons and the building cost 
includes costs for sidewalks, structural 
engineering and kitchen equipment.

The total amount requested in tribal 
funding in ONCA 14-10 is $3,302,500 
and would be provided to Cass’s depart-
ment to continue with the construction 
and bidding processes.

The costs and information on the 
building plans raised several questions 
from the Congressional Health and 
Social Services Committee, as well as 
other Congress members present for 
the meeting. At the meeting’s end, the 

committee voted unanimously to table 
ONCA 14-10 to the call of committee 
chairman Congressman Archie Mason. 
Other committee members are Con-
gress members John Free, RJ Walker, 
William “Kugee” Supernaw, John Jech 
and John Maker (absent for the meet-
ing).

Walker, who sits on the Osage 
County Industrial Authority Board, 
noted the size of the proposed Fairfax 
building is 6,000 square feet less than 
the Pawhuska Business Development 
Center recently built just west of the 
Pawhuska Indian Village. The county 
board was a construction partner for 
the multipurpose facility now used 
for classroom, trainings and special 
events.

Cass said the size of the building is 
consistent with the Pawhuska child 
care and senior services/ Title VI facili-
ties. 

Jennifer Oberly, ON division leader 
for health and wellness programs, said 
other uses for the building are also 
being considered including adult edu-
cation opportunities such as cultural 
classes.

Katie Swan, the ON Child Care 
department director, noted Fairfax/ 
Woodland schools will switch to a four-
day school schedule starting next year, 
which could increase the demand for 
child care services on a non-school day.

Tillman said his branch’s research 
shows there are 171 total children who 
live in the Fairfax/ Ralston/ Grayhorse 
Village area that are of child care cen-
ter ages with 113 of those children pos-
sessing Osage CDIB cards. Tillman 
also said there are 116 Osage elders in 
the same area. 

Senior Services/ Title VI director Sue 
Slinkard said if the center is built, all 
lunches for the homebound elders cur-

rently served in the Fairfax area would 
be prepared in the facility. “It’s a place 
where people can come together, fel-
lowship” with one another, she said.

Tillman also said the building helps 
fulfill two areas of the Osage Constitu-
tion that address taking care of Osage 
children and elders.

Supernaw said, “this is a lot of mon-
ey,” noting he believes Congress must 
ask several questions about the project 
considering the cost. On voting day, 
Supernaw said he would vote for the 
center with the needs assessment re-
quirement. “If we put too much money 
into something then we’re taking away 
money from someone else.”

Congresswoman Shannon Edwards 
said she is concerned the Osage demo-
graphic information she is using does 
not match the numbers presented by 
Tillman and other Executive Branch 
members present at the April 8 meet-
ing. According to demographic infor-
mation provided by the Nation’s CDIB 
Department, there are 389 registered 
Osage members in Fairfax.

Walker raised his concerns again 
stating, “I don’t know if it’s right” re-
garding the proposed structure size 
that could be 12,000-15,000 square-feet 
before ultimately voting “no.” Regard-
ing the Pawhuska Business Develop-
ment Center, Walker said he’s attended 
events in that building where he’s seen 
hundreds of people in one part of it. 
“We need to tap the brakes and look at 
this,” he said.

A timeline on the project was un-
known when the Osage News went to 
press.  

Principal Chief Scott BigHorse 
signed ONCA 14-10 into law on April 
28.

FaIrFax
–from Page 1
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