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Osage Nation’s
first primary
set for March 10
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation will reach 
another milestone in March 
with its first primary election 
held on March 10 with eight 
Osages on the ballot vying for 
the offices of Principal Chief 
and Assistant Principal Chief.

Principal Chief candidates 
Tom Boone, Margo Gray and 
Geoffrey Standing Bear’s 
names will appear on the 
March 10 primary election bal-
lot and the two candidates who 
earn the highest number of 
votes will appear on the June 
2 general election ballot.

The same goes for the As-
sistant Principal Chief’s race 
with five candidates running 
for office. Those candidates are 
Randolph Crawford, James 
“Osage” Dailey, Terry Mason 
Moore, Amanda Proctor and 
Raymond Red Corn.

Also new this election year 
is the early voting option. 

Osages may vote early in-per-
son on Friday, March 7, and 
Saturday, March 8, at the ON 
Election Office in Pawhuska, 
according to the election no-
tice publicized by the Election 
Board. 

The Election Office is at 608 
Kihekah in Pawhuska and 
early voting for the primary 
election will take place at the 
following times: 

• March 7: noon to 8 p.m.

• March 8: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

On the March 10 primary 
election date, Osages will vote 
at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center at 1449 W. Main St. in 
Pawhuska. Doors will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. for vot-
ing. 

To vote in person, Osage 
voters must be enrolled Osage 
Nation members who are 18 
years of age or older on Elec-
tion Day and must possess an 
ON membership card issued 

on or after Oct. 9, 2002, which 
bears the name of an ON Prin-
cipal Chief. 

In-person voters will be 
required to present a gov-
ernment-issued photo identifi-
cation card such as a driver’s 
license, passport or military 
ID, for example. Also accept-
able are Osage tribal member 

photo ID cards issued by the 
ON Tax Commission.

If an Osage voter does not 
have a photo ID card, he or 
she will be allowed to vote in-
person if two election officials 
sign an affidavit affirming the 
voter’s identity.

Absentee ballots due March 10
Osages voting by absentee 

ballot must ensure their ballot 
is mailed back to Pawhuska 
by March 10 to be counted in 
that day’s vote. At 10 a.m. the 
day of the primary election, 
the election board will collect 
the absentee ballots from the 
Pawhuska Post Office, where 
they are being kept once arriv-

Osage News file photo by Chalene Toehay

Osages and their families await the results of the 2012 Osage Nation general election at the Congressional 
Chambers in Pawhuska. The Nation’s first primary election is scheduled March 10, 2014 with voting at the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Cultural Center.

Osage 
Minerals 
Council 
to open 
Election 
Office 
March 3
Osage News

Osages wishing to file 
their candidacy for the 
Osage Minerals Coun-
cil can do so March 
19-March 31. The OMC 
Election Office will be 
located within the Osage 
Nation Election Office, 
located at 608 Kihekah 
in downtown Pawhuska. 
The OMC election office 
won’t be staffed until 
March 3, all questions 
will go to that office. The 
Osage News will post the 
number as soon as it be-
comes available. 

Candidate’s petitions 
to file will be available at 
the OMC election office, 
which requires 25 share-
holder signatures to run. 
All petitions are due by 
April 7.

The Osage News will 
be holding a debate for 

See OmC
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Fletcher case to be heard at
federal courthouse March 6
Osage News

Osage shareholders are 
urged to attend a federal 
courthouse hearing on March 
6 to hear the recent develop-
ments in the Fletcher v. Unit-
ed States case.

Federal Judge Gregory Friz-
zell in the U.S. District Court 
of the Northern District of 
Oklahoma recently grant-
ed class-action certification  
Feb. 4.

“Judge Frizzell recently 
granted the Plaintiffs’ Motion 
for Class Certification, which 
makes the case of even great-
er and direct significance to 
all Osage shareholders,” said 
Amanda Proctor, an attorney 
of record for the case. “We en-
courage any Osage sharehold-
er to attend this important 
hearing.”

Proctor, who is also a candi-
date for Osage Nation Assis-
tant Principal Chief, said the 
attorneys anticipate the Judge 
will provide additional instruc-
tion and information at the 
status conference scheduled 
for Thursday, March 6 at 9:30 
a.m. at the federal courthouse 
in Tulsa. 

The 12-year-old case got 
new life after the 10th Cir-
cuit ruled Sept. 13, 2013, that 
Osage Nation members Wil-
liam Fletcher and Charles 
Pratt are entitled to an ac-
counting from the United 
States’ management of Osage 
oil and gas royalties. The court 
rejected the government’s ar-
gument that its duty to pro-
vide an accounting extended 
only to the Osage Nation. The 
court reasoned the trust rela-
tionship exists for the benefit 

of individual Osage headright 
holders and they are entitled 
to an accounting of funds.

The case was filed in 2002 
by Fletcher, Pratt, John Ber-
rey, the late Juanita West, 
Cora Jean Jech and Betty 
Woody. Berrey left the case af-
ter becoming chief of the Qua-
paw Tribe and cited a conflict 
of interest.

The 10th Circuit opinion 
said there is no limitation of 
dates for an accounting on 
this case, and that it should go 
back 100 years. Frizzell said 
the government’s means of ac-
counting was dismissed “as a 
matter of law” with the 10th 
Circuit opinion. 

To reach plaintiff’s attor-
neys, contact Aamodt Law 
Firm at (918) 347-6169.

Former 
Pawhuska 
Village 
Board 
members 
plead not 
guilty in 
missing 
money case
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The four men charged 
in the case of the unac-
counted Pawhuska In-
dian Village money each 
pled “not guilty” to sev-
eral charges of misusing 
public funds in Osage 
Nation Trial Court on 
Feb. 13. The Osage Na-
tion Attorney General’s 
office filed the charges 
against the four men – 
all former Pawhuska 
Five-Man Board mem-
bers – on Jan. 30.

One by one, Theodore 
Brunt, Kenneth “KC” 
Bills, Joe Don Mas-
hunkashey and Frank 
Redcorn each appeared 
before presiding Trial 
Court Judge Marvin 

See FIVe-man
—Continued  on Page 6

Osage Minerals Council requests 
non-Osages to give shares back
Osage News

The Second Osage Minerals 
Council sent a letter to non-
Osage shareholders with one 
request: please return your 
share of the Osage Minerals 
Estate.

“You are receiving this let-
ter because the records of the 

United States Department of 
the Interior’s Bureau of In-
dian Affairs show that you 
are (1) are the current owner 
of a headright interest, which 
is the right to receive the 
proceeds of the Osage Miner-
als Estate; and (2) are not an 
Osage Indian,” according to a 
2-page letter mailed Jan. 31, 

2014 and signed by Andrew 
Yates, chairman of the OMC. 

The letter gives a brief his-
tory of the 1906 Act, federal 
law, and history on how head-
rights sometimes passed out 
of ownership of individual 
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Construction gets underway on Campus Master Plan
Osage News

The two-story house the Pri-
mary Residential Treatment 
(PRT) program was housed in 
was the second building razed 
as construction of the Osage 
Nation Campus Master plan 
gets underway.

The PRT was a haven for 
many going through recovery. 
The 45-day program for people 
seeking treatment for addic-
tion are offered Alcohol and 
Drug Education

cultural principles, indi-
vidual and group therapy, 
recreational therapy, life 
skills, education, Twelve Step 
Groups and traditional activi-
ties. The program also hosts 
a weekly sweat lodge meeting 
and Osages took to Facebook 
to express their views on the 
razing of the building and the 
grounds they had their sweat 
lodge ceremonies. 

One such Osage was Ross 
Mashunkashey, who is a staff 
member of the PRT program 
and often posts uplifting mes-
sages of hope and recovery 
from addiction to his Facebook 
page.

“A new beginning- A sad 
day, but it marks the begin-
ning of a new start. One of 
the many lessons I learned in 
this place was that interest to 
move forward, I must change 
everything. I must learn to 
adapt. This place was a gate-
way to a new life for many of 
us in recovery and I’m glad I 
get to continue on and help 
carry that message in a new 
home. Washka.#recovery #prt 
#osagetribe,” he wrote.

The construction is expected 
to take 12-14 months on the 
new campus. 

The first building to be razed 
was the old golf house, which 
housed the ON Roads Depart-
ment. The Roads Department 
is now located on Main Street 
in downtown Pawhuska, 
across from the ON Tax Com-
mission. 

The PRT program moved 
next door to a nearly identi-
cal two-story white house on 
Grandview street, where the 
Nation’s TASC program used 
to be housed. TASC is now lo-
cated in downtown Pawhuska 
on 606 Kihekah street, next 
door to the ON Election Office.

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Construction gets underway on Campus Master Plan. The house the PRT program was housed is torn down Feb. 19. 

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Construction gets underway on Campus Master Plan. The house the PRT program was housed is torn down Feb. 19. 

Principal Chief BigHorse appoints 
individuals to ON board vacancies
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osage Nation Principal 
Chief Scott BigHorse appoint-
ed individuals to fill vacancies 
on four ON boards and those 
appointees will be subject to 
ON Congressional confirma-
tion during the 2014 Hun-Kah 
Session, which begins March 
31.

Those appointed will fill 
spots on the Nation’s Osage 
Nation Energy Services LLC 
Board, Gaming Enterprise 
Board and Utility Authority 
Board.

Recently those appointees 
were sworn into their respec-
tive board positions after tak-
ing oath with ON Trial Court 
Associate Judge Lisa Herbert 
presiding. The board members 
will serve interim terms pend-
ing confirmation consideration 
by the ON Congress.

Per the 2006 Osage Nation 
Constitution, all board and 
commission appointments 
must be confirmed by the ON 
Congress to continue serving 
past the interim appointment 
period. 

Principal Chief BigHorse 
appointed the following people 
to board vacancies:

• ONES LLC Board: An-
thony Webb and former ON 
Congressman Eddy Red Ea-
gle Jr. Webb took his board 
oath in-person while Red 
Eagle took oath via speaker 
telephone with Herbert.

• ON Gaming Enterprise 
Board: Henry Harjo and 
former ON Congress-
man Mark Simms

• ON Utility Authority 
Board: Paul Bemore, Hom-
er Holding and Frank John-
son. Holding took his board 
oath in-person with Herbert 
while Bemore and Johnson 
took their oaths via speaker 
telephone with Herbert.

In addition to the Constitu-
tion provision on board and 
commission appointments, the 
ON Congress has promulgated 
its own Congressional rules 
for handling board and com-
mission appointments before 
those individuals are consid-
ered for confirmation by the 
12-member legislative body.

According to the Congres-
sional rules revised in Octo-
ber 2013, the Congressional 
Speaker will send a letter to 
the nominee requesting a re-
sume and a completed ques-
tionnaire with a reasonable 

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Mark Simms (left) and Henry Harjo are appointments made to the Osage 
Nation Gaming Enterprise Board by Principal Chief Scott BigHorse in Feb-
ruary 2014.

Benny Polacca/Osage News

Homer Holding is an appointee of 
Osage Nation Principal Chief Scott 
BigHorse to serve on the Osage 
Nation Utility Authority Board in 
February 2014. 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Anthony Webb is an appointee of 

Osage Nation Principal Chief Scott 

BigHorse to serve on the Osage 

Nation Energy Services, LLC board.
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Grayhorse community 
letter sparks controversy 
for chief candidate
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Mary Jo Webb, Grayhorse elder and 
a founder of the 2006 Osage Constitu-
tion, is not supporting Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear for chief. 

She is supporting Margo Gray, but 
not for accusations made in a recent 
letter distributed by Gray’s support-
ers. The letter, written by Dr. Joe Con-
ner of Fairfax, accuses Standing Bear 
of breaking promises to the Grayhorse 
community by failing to hear or con-
sider a proposal brought forth by com-
munity members to the Third Osage 
Nation Congress for a community gro-
cery store. 

Conner said in the letter that mem-
bers of the community worked with a 
professional grocer to develop a pro-
posal for congress. He said when it was 
discovered that the proposal wouldn’t 
be considered and Standing Bear 
wouldn’t be sponsoring the needed legislation for the grocery store, the Grayhorse 
and Fairfax communities decided to picket Congress on the last day of the 2012 
Tzi-Zho Session.

The proposal called for $1.5 million to start a nonprofit entity called 4-Winds 
and would be operated by Conner and area residents, according to a May 2013 
Osage News article.  

“In Mr. Standingbear’s (sic) recent campaign advertisement he said, ‘Account-
ability is an obligation to accept responsibility for one’s actions or inactions.’ He 
failed to take responsibility for his inaction on the grocery store and therefore to 
be accountable to the Osage people he was elected to represent!” according to the 
letter. 

The letter was introduced at one of Gray’s recent campaign events in the Gray-
horse Indian Village and was signed by 22 people. Also a subject of the letter is an 
accusation that Standing Bear does not respect elders and accosted one of them 
at an Osage Congressional meeting last year. 

“In almost 40 years of participating in our traditions, Mr. Standingbear (sic) 
apparently knows little about Osage tradition! That he showed such disrespect to 
a recognized Osage Elder should alert all Osages everywhere that he is not suited 
to be Chief of the Osage Nation,” according to the letter.

Webb, who will turn 81 in March, is the Osage elder Standing Bear allegedly 
accosted in the congressional chambers in 2012. Webb said she was there to pro-
test and picket the meeting with the other members of the Grayhorse and Fairfax 
communities, having lived in Fairfax all her life, and once inside she sat down in 

Geoffrey Standing Bear
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Youth learn community 
service and leadership at 
ON Boys & Girls Club
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Lending a helping hand, 
lighting up an elder’s face, 
providing community service – 
these are the memories being 
formed at the Osage Nation 
Boys & Girls Club.

Leah McCann and Evan 
Stamper are two of eight active 
members of the Torch Club in 
Pawhuska. The club is a char-
tered, small-group leadership 
and service program for lo-
cal youth, offered through the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America, 
according to www.bgca.org. 

McCann, Stamper, Miya 
Curry and Jason Duty visited 
the Pawhuska Nursing Home 
Feb. 13 and handed out hand-
made Valentine’s Day cards 
to the 20 residents. McCann, 
who has taken a leadership 
role in the group, is a 10-year-
old fourth grader at Pawhuska 
Elementary School and she 
wants to be a nurse when she 
grows up.

“We went first into the din-
ing room where they were eat-
ing and gave them some (cards) 
and then we went into other 
people’s rooms and gave them 
some,” McCann said. “There 
was this lady and she was 99 
years old. We was amazed at 
how old she was and she was 
still alive. 

“We went into the other 
people’s rooms and gave them 
Valentine’s cards. They were 
happy when we gave them the 
cards. They liked it.”

The residents love when 
the kids visit, said Justin 
Vanhorn, activities and so-
cial services director for the 
Pawhuska Nursing Home. He 
said the residents still have 
their Valentine’s Day cards in 
their rooms, sitting on top of 
their TV’s. 

Stamper, a 12-year-old sixth 
grader at Pawhuska Elemen-
tary School, said he was too 
shy to give the cards out but 

liked the experience all the 
same. He wants to be in the 
U.S. Navy when he grows up.

“I liked seeing all the old 
people and how happy they 
were,” he said. “I like going on 
the trips and helping people.” 

After school and throughout 
the summer the Torch Club 
picks up trash on the Osage 
Nation campus, they read to 
the children at Kids Kampus, 
the Nation’s day care. They 
make presents and send cards 
to Osage elders at Title VI, 
or visit the residents at the 
Pawhuska Nursing Home. 
They also keep the playground 
equipment at Williams Park 
looking new by painting the 
equipment during the spring 
and summer months. They 
also plant gardens and clean 
out flowerbeds around town.

Playtime
The Pawhuska Boys & Girls 

Club is a bustling place. When 
a person enters the facility the 
sounds of children playing and 
talking are in the air. It is the 
only facility in Pawhuska that 
offers an afterschool program 
and the club currently aver-
ages around 70 children, said 
Alice Cotton, staff member. 

On an average day the chil-
dren can receive help on their 
homework, do arts and crafts, 
play games, play game sys-
tems, conduct science projects, 
watch movies, play in the gym-
nasium or play in the com-
puter lab. During the summer 
months the kids go on field 
trips to Woolaroc, the Tulsa 
Zoo, the Jenks Aquarium, Sun 
and Fun water park, Tulsa 
Drillers baseball games, the 
Bartlesville Bowling Alley and 
other fun places.

Cotton said the Torch Club 
implements activities in four 
areas: community, education, 
health and fitness and social 
recreation.

“It’s good for our community 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Torch Club member Leah McCann hands out Valentine’s Day cards to Pawhuska Nursing Home residents,  
Feb. 13. 

Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Miya Curry, Leah McCann, Evan Stamper and Jason Duty on Feb. 13 at the Pawhuska Nursing Home. [Disclaimer: 
Jason Duty is the son of Editor Shannon Shaw Duty]

and our children,” Cotton said. 
“It shows them responsibility 
and citizenship to help out. It 
does a lot for their develop-
ment.”

To learn more about the 
Nation’s Boys & Girls Club 
visit www.osagenation.co. 
To see more photos from 
the Torch Club’s trip to the 

Pawhuska Nursing Home, 

visit http://www.flickr.

com/pho tos/osagenews/

sets/72157641280957635/. 

Margo Gray no longer under 
bench warrant advisement
By Shannon Shaw Duty
Osage News

Margo Gray is no longer un-
der a bench warrant advise-
ment by a district judge.

According to the Oklaho-
ma Supreme Court Network, 
on Feb. 18 the asset hearing 
with the bench warrant under 
advisement for Gray set for 
March 6 in Tulsa County Dis-
trict Court was, “stricken per 
the request of the plaintiff’s at-
torney.” 

The bench warrant advise-
ment came after Gray missed 
an asset hearing on Jan. 9 af-
ter she received a summary 
judgment in the amount of 
$58,639.98. The judgment was 
for a breach of contract case 
after Terracon Company was 
not paid for construction work 
completed in 2006 and 2011 
by Gray’s former company 
Horizon Engineering Services 
Co. She later dissolved Hori-
zon and on May 30, 2013, she 
formed Margo Gray & Associ-
ates LLC.

Tulsa-based attorney Rich-
ard White of Barber & Bartz, 
who represented Terracon in 
the case, said the case has not 

been dismissed but Terracon is 
not pursuing collection of the 
summary judgment from Gray 
at this time.

“I don’t know what they’re 
(Terracon) going to do at this 
time,” White said. “It’s a valid 
judgment and it hasn’t been 
paid … Horizon (Gray) has not 
done anything to satisfy the 
debt.”

Gray issued a statement to 
the Osage News on Feb. 19: 

“A recent article in the Osage 
News headline implying that I 
was at risk of arrest has been 
proven incorrect. This kind of 
underhanded attack on my 
character is why good people 
are hesitant to run for office. 
I said then and court records 
prove now that the article was 
incorrect. This diversion is 
unfortunate because I’ve been 
talking about our people, our 
needs and our future and my 
opponents have been talking 
about me. We deserve better. 

“Now that this matter is 
closed, I have two hopes. The 
first is that the Osage News 
will now set the record straight 
with the same degree of inten-
sity as was applied in the ini-
tial article. The second is that 
the Osage voters will see this 
entire episode for what it was: 
a failed effort to derail my can-
didacy and challenge my integ-
rity.”

The Osage News stands by 
its Feb. 6 article, “Bench war-
rant under advisement for 
principal chief candidate.” 

Gray did not comment on 
whether she settled with Ter-
racon or the details surround-
ing the recent development in 
her case.

Margo Gray

Letters to the Editor If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, 
please mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Kihekah, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must 
be respectful and informative to the reader, and may be edited for gram-
mar, clarity and space.

Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center library offers
resource center
By Cultural Center Staff

At the beginning of last year, the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center’s director, Vann Bighorse, hired a professional li-
brarian, Kathleen Auschwitz, to refresh the Osage Nation 
Library and Resource Center. 

Now the library offers a resource center for those inter-
ested in genealogy, culture, history, and events. In Sep-
tember, the Osage Nation Library and Resource Center 
moved into a larger room to include a children’s section. 
This area has many beautiful books that focus on Osage 
and other tribal cultures for learners, ages 0 to 18. This 
year we plan to do more children’s programming to en-
courage reading and learning about the Osage culture. 
Join us Facebook for dates or check our website. 

Also in September we purchased digital historical 
Pawhuska newspapers dating back from 1875 to 1926. An-
other latest edition for genealogical research is the Fold3 
database, a sister site to Ancestry.com. At the library’s 
computers, you have free access to census rolls, the Na-
tive American Archives, and military records through this 
website.  

See wCC
—Continued  on Page 6

Courtesy Photo

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center children’s library. 
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ing in the mail, to be counted 
along with the in-person bal-
lots on primary election day.

ON Election Supervisor 
Alexis Rencountre said her of-
fice processed 1,522 absentee 
ballot request forms to vote in 
the primary election. 

As of Feb. 24, Rencountre 
said 628 absentee ballots were 
mailed back to Pawhuska. 
Rencountre said she is able 
to see the number of absentee 
ballots mailed back by moni-
toring the Election Office’s 
postage bill for its business re-
ply mail account.

With the Feb. 10 deadline 
passed for voters to request an 
absentee ballot, Rencountre 
said any absentee ballot re-
quests mailed after that date 
will be processed for the June 
2 general election. Mailing of 
the ballots will begin 40 days 
prior to Election Day, accord-
ing to the ON election rules 
and regulation (ONCR 13-04).

This year’s election is gov-
erned not only by the election 
rules and regulations, but also 
by the revised ON election 
code (ONCA 13-16) passed by 
the Third ON Congress. In the 
updated election code is the re-
quirement for a primary elec-
tion to be held for Principal 
Chief or Assistant Principal 
Chief if more than two candi-
dates run for those respective 
offices.

The next crucial 2014 elec-
tion year deadlines begin with 
the filing period for the six 
Osage Nation Congress seats 
up for grabs in the June 2 gen-
eral election.

Osages interested in run-
ning for ON Congress must 
file for office between March 
14 and March 31. For more 
information, contact the Elec-
tion Office toll-free at (877) 
560-5286.

Check back to www.osage-
news.org for any updates or 
breaking news regarding the 
2014 election season. Read-
ers may also follow the Osage 
News on Facebook and Twit-
ter.

the Minerals Council candi-
dates from 5-8 p.m. on April 26 
at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center, located at 1449 W. 
Main in Pawhuska.
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Stepson on Feb. 13. They en-
tered verbal “not guilty” pleas 
to the charges they each al-
legedly, “made a profit for 
himself or another when not 
lawfully entitled to such,” re-
garding the village money that 
has been generated by the 
Pawhuska Osage Casino lease 
since its 2003 opening within 
the southeastern corner of the 
village jurisdiction.    

Brunt, Bills, Redcorn and 
Mashunkashey are each 
named as defendants in the 
four separate cases filed by At-
torney General Jeff Jones. The 
Osage Nation is listed as the 
plaintiff in all four.

All four men are due back in 
court on March 13, which was 
set by Stepson. 

Jones, who is representing 
the Nation in court, agreed 
with the scheduling so three 
of the defendants have an op-
portunity to seek legal counsel. 
Mashunkashey appeared with 

his Tulsa-based attorney Trev-
or Reynolds. 

At issue in these cases is the 
$806,000 in village revenue 
that is unaccounted for, ac-
cording to a September 2012 
audit report by the Osage 
Nation Office for Fiscal Per-
formance and Review, which 
attempted to audit the Five-
Man Board finances. Accord-
ing to the OFPR audit report, 
the Pawhuska village received 
just over $857,000 from its 
rental lease with Osage Ca-
sino and its predecessor Osage 
Million Dollar Elm Casino for 
the period between November 
2008 and July 2012.

Mashunkashey, who was 
the Five-Man Board Chairman 
at the time of the 2012 OFPR 
audit attempt, refused to par-
ticipate in the OFPR audit. 
In its report, the OFPR said 
Mashunkashey was the sole 
board member responsible for 
the village’s bank account at 
the time; that about $50,000 
of village money was spent 
on residential electric bills 
(with over $12,244 for Mas-
hunkashey’s own residence) 

Osages and into the hands of 
non-Osages through charity, 
trickery, violence or murder. 
The letter asks that in light 
of learning the history of the 
headright system and what 
happened to the Osage people 
to please call the Osage Min-
erals Council office to return 
their shares.

“Headrights may be trans-
ferred only to an Osage Indian 
or to the Osage Minerals Coun-
cil, and then only with the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the 
Interior. In accordance with 
this federal law, the Osage 
Minerals Council is asking all 
persons of goodwill who are not 
Osage and who have come into 
possession of such interests to 
voluntarily return or sell them 
to the Minerals Council,” ac-
cording to the letter.

Those who are receiving a 
life estate or who are legally 
adopted children of Osages are 
exempt.

For more information about 
the letter or the OMC’s efforts 
to regain shares of the Osage 
Minerals Estate from non-
Osages, please call (918) 287-
5346.

and board meetings were not 
held regularly. Mashunkashey 
resigned less than a week after 
the OFPR report was released 
and apologized to the commu-
nity. Mashunkashey also told 
the Osage News shortly after 
he resigned that he repaid the 
money used for his electric 
bills back to the bank.

In wake of Mashunkashey’s 
resignation, the remaining 
board members, which includ-
ed Brunt and Redcorn at the 
time, decided to let the village 
residents elect a new board, 
which it did in October 2012. 
Current board member Asa 
Cunningham, who served on 
the previous board, told the 
OFPR she did not have knowl-
edge of the village finances at 
the time despite serving as 
board secretary/treasurer and 
was not charged in the case. 

In conclusion, the OFPR is-
sued a “disclaimer of opinion” 
in the Pawhuska Five-Man 
Board’s audit report, due to 
the lack of records.

Despite an FBI investiga-
tion in wake of the OFPR re-
port, the U.S. Attorney’s Office 

in Tulsa declined to file federal 
charges in 2013, but Jones 
said his office would continue 
investigating to determine if 
tribal charges are warranted.

According to Osage law, 
one charge of misusing public 
funds is punishable by a fine 
not to exceed $1,000, or by 
a jail term not to exceed one 
year, or by banishment for a 
period of 5-10 years – or any 
combination of the authorized 
punishments.

The affidavits also refer to 
the Pawhuska village con-
stitution and allege the four 
men violated Article V Section 
A, which states “None of the 
members of this village com-
mittee nor the (village) resi-
dents shall derive any profit, 
gain, or renumeration through 
the operation and mainte-
nance of public facilities in the 
Pawhuska Indian Village.”

According to the affidavits 
by Herbert, the investigation 
is still “continuing” despite the 
charges filed against the four 
men thus far. 

deadline set for receiving the 
information, which shall be no 
less than 10 days prior to the 
end of the regular session. If 
the information is not received, 
the nomination will not be con-
sidered and deemed rejected.

At the same time, the 
Speaker shall assign review 
of the nominee’s credentials, 
qualifications and any barriers 
to confirmation to the appro-
priate Congressional standing 
committee (i.e. governmen-
tal operations, commerce and 
economic development, health 
and social services, etc.) and 
notify the committee chairper-
son of this assignment.

The committee chairperson 
is responsible for accomplish-
ing the study of the nominee 
to ensure he or she is qualified, 
verify information if needed 
and submit a report to the 
Congress with its recommen-
dations, according to the re-
vised rules.

Once the report regarding 
the nominee is submitted to 
the Congress, any member 
of Congress may motion for a 
nominee interview to be placed 
on an agenda or alternatively 
may move for the confirmation 
consideration to be placed on 
an agenda and such motions 
are subject to amendments 
and require majority votes to 
pass.

the audience. She said Stand-
ing Bear began to hand out 
pieces of paper. 

“When Geoff [Geoffrey 
Standing Bear] got to me, I 
was sitting down. I felt we had 
been betrayed by promises 
made by Geoff. I squashed it 
[the paper] up, said, ‘Geoff you 
lied to us!’ and threw it to the 
floor. I stood up, and he said, 
‘You sit down and shut up.’ I 
said, ‘You sit down and shut 
up!’ And by that time all the 
Grayhorse people seen this 
going on and they were talk-
ing loud saying, ‘Hey!’” Webb 
said. “And so Geoff ran out of 
the chambers and I’m assum-
ing it was him who called the 
tribal police, that there was a 
woman out of control because 
here they came.”

Webb said Standing Bear 
also made a comment about 
her not being his elder and she 
said she never addressed the 
question or made a comment 
that she was his elder. She said 
it was for this lack of character 
and disrespect for the Osage 
culture as to why she signed 
the letter in support of Gray.

Standing Bear  
denies accusations

Standing Bear said the let-
ter contained false statements 
and that he never called the 
Osage Nation Police to arrest 
Mary Jo Webb and said he 
didn’t know who did. 

“No, I did not tell her to sit 
down and shut up. After she 
threw a piece of paper at me, 
she grabbed a piece of paper 
out of my hand, crumpled it 
up and then threw it against 
my chest, to my surprise,” he 
said. “And then I said to her, 
‘you are not my elder.’ That is 
exactly what I said, that is all 
I said to her. But she doesn’t 
have any right to do that. She 
has no right to do that, she was 
very rude.”  

As to the proposal for a new 
Fairfax grocery, he said he and 

two other Congress members 
attended a community meet-
ing in Grayhorse and he stated 
his support for a solution from 
the community. He said he 
suggested a co-op or other en-
tity to be created. 

“Soon thereafter, I was con-
tacted by Dr. Joe Conner with 
a proposal for the Osage Na-
tion to provide several million 
dollars to a private nonprofit 
he controlled,” Standing Bear 
said. “He [Conner] then fol-
lowed this up with a written 
proposal which I could not 
support. It included a demand 
for the Osage Nation to donate 
an initial $1.5 million dollars 
to his nonprofit corporation, 
4-Winds, and thereafter 2 per-
cent of the annual profit from 
the Ponca City Casino.”

Standing Bear said he in-
formed Conner and the other 
members of his nonprofit that 
he would not support millions 
of dollars going to someone’s 
private entity and stated he 
asked them to come back with 
something from the commu-
nity. He said they never came 
back with a proposal and “kept 
demanding money.”

“My statement is that the 
way this group has handled 
the issue is an example of 
the old ways of doing things 
at the Osage,” he said. “I will 
not support spending Osage 
money to make a few people 
rich. Fairfax needs a solution 
and I and the other members 
of the Osage Congress are still 
awaiting a proposal from the 
entire community.” 

Fairfax Grocery
The lack of a grocery store 

in Fairfax has long been an is-
sue widely discussed for years, 
with action seeming to have 
come to a halt by Osage elected 
officials and the community. 
Interest in a Farmer’s Market 
waned and at one time a food 
truck offered fresh produce 
and fruit for citizens, but lack 
of business ended the venture.  

The LLC acquired the 
Palace Grocery Store after 
launching in 2008, but sold the 

store to Rick Parker in 2010 
amid money losses, according 
to a 2013 Osage News article. 
Parker, who had money prob-
lems of his own and was de-
linquent on taxes owed to the 
Oklahoma Tax Commission, 
closed the Palace in late 2011 
and the LLC began foreclosure 
proceedings against Parker. 
As part of the foreclosure pro-

cess, the store was sold at a 
March 2012 auction with the 
LLC purchasing the building 
for more than $379,000.

Absent a grocery store, Fair-
fax and nearby Grayhorse In-
dian Village residents face a 
30-minute one-way drive to 
nearby towns for fresh food 
items.

Many new books have been added to the book collection 
since being started by Annette Gore in 1989 such as our 
latest book, Memoirs of a Captivity Among the Indians of 
North America by John Dunn Hunter, written in 1824. At 
a very young age, Hunter was a prisoner of the Kickapoo 
after they killed his family, but he was raised as a son 
in the Kansas tribe. His memoir details his life with the 
Kansas and Osage, while also describing the land, climate 
and vegetation of their lands. There are a variety of profes-
sionally written books and journals to select while visiting 
the library. We are also starting a collection of an array of 
maps.

The Osage Nation Library and Research Center is open 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and appointments are 
available. We are located east of Alco, within the Wah-
Zha-Zhi Cultural Center, 1449 W. Main, Pawhuska. You 
can also Like Us on Facebook: Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Cen-
ter. If you have any questions or comments, contact us at 
(918) 287-5580 or email kauschwitz@osagetribe.org.

wCC
–from Page 1
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Former Osage tribal 
judge Drew Pierce 
reappointed to ON 
Supreme Court
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Osage Nation Judi-
cial Branch has extended the 
designation of ON Associate 
Judge Drew Pierce to sit on 
the Nation’s Supreme Court to 
fill the vacancy on the three-
person high court.

ON Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Meredith Drent issued 
the designation for Pierce 
(Osage) in an Oct. 1 admin-
istrative order to serve on 
the Supreme Court on a tem-
porary basis, “to ensure the 
Court has the appropriate re-
sources needed to administer 
justice.” She also wrote: “The 
authority delegated herein 
shall continue until Septem-
ber 30, 2014 or until the assignment is no longer needed, which-
ever is sooner.”

Pierce (Osage) previously served as a district judge under the 
1994 Osage government. He received his law degree from the 
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville and now works as an at-
torney in private practice in Cotter, Ark.

The Judicial Branch initially appointed Pierce to the Supreme 
Court in spring 2013 to fill the vacancy. He joined Drent and 
fellow Associate Supreme Court Justice Jeanine Logan for the 
inaugural declaratory judgment case regarding the initial board 
appointment of Eddy Red Eagle Jr. to serve on the Osage Nation 
Energy Services LLC board. Red Eagle is the older brother of 
now-former Principal Chief John Red Eagle, who appointed him. 
The case started after several Third ON Congress members ex-
pressed concern the familial relationship is a conflict of interest. 
As a result, the Congress filed an April 2013 court complaint and 
asked the Supreme Court to opine on the issue.

Thanks to the second temporary Associate Justice designa-
tion, Pierce became part of the Supreme Court which issued a 
December 2013 declaratory judgment ruling that former Princi-
pal Chief John Red Eagle received proper notice of the removal 
process used by the Third ON Congress to impeach him from 
office in January 2014. Red Eagle challenged the process and 
asked the Supreme Court to opine with a declaratory judgment 
ruling. With a ruling that would not halt the removal process, 
the Congress convened for Red Eagle’s removal trial that lasted 
eight days.  

Drent’s designated authority for filling court vacancies is al-
lowed per a September 2013 Osage law passed by the Third ON 
Congress (ONCA 13-65 sponsored by Congresswoman Alice Buf-
falohead). According to ONCA 13-65, the Nation’s Chief Justice 
is authorized to appoint a qualified judge or attorney with at 
least three years of legal experience to act as an Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court or to act as Chief Trial Court Judge 
when a vacancy occurs until that vacancy is filled pursuant to 
the Constitution.

Courtesy Photo

Osage attorney Drew Pierce of Cot-
ter, Ark., was recently reappointed 
to the Osage Nation Supreme 
Court by ON Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Meredith Drent. 

Erik Van Rossum from Tacoma, Wa., holds up his Osage News in Costa Rica. He said, “I took this picture 
on the Osa Penensula of Costa Rica – which is a huge and beautiful wildlife preserve.” Thank You Erik for 
sending us your photo! Please send us your photos from where you live or where you visit!

Osages arOund the WOrld

Native Explorers summer 
program accepting applications

Courtesy Photo

By Sean Kennedy
Oklahoma State University in Tulsa

American Indian students 
have the opportunity to learn 
more about anatomy, paleon-
tology and medicine and earn 
college credit during a special 
scientific expedition this sum-
mer.

Native Explorers places stu-
dents with American Indian 
research scientists, educators 
and physicians for a unique 
cultural experience running 
from May 12-23. The program 
is sponsored by the Oklahoma 
State University Center for 
Health Sciences, the Chicka-
saw Nation and Whitten-Bur-
rage Law Firm.

“Students who participate 
in Native Explorers have the 
opportunity to go beyond the 
classroom to experience these 
different fields, receive ca-
reer guidance and develop a 
deeper connection with their 
cultural background,” said Dr. 
Kent Smith, OSU-CHS associ-
ate professor of anatomy and 
cell biology. “Ultimately they 

will learn how American In-
dian cultures intersect with 
the natural world and create 
lifelong professional networks 
and friendships with leading 
researchers.”

Participants work side-by-
side with researchers from 
OSU Center for Health Sci-
ences and the Sam Noble 
Oklahoma Museum of Natural 
History, and archeologists and 
biologists from the Bureau of 
the Land Management and the 
U.S. Forest Service.

The summer program be-
gins at the OSU Center for 
Health Sciences in Tulsa with 
an exploration of anatomy and 
paleontology before continuing 
to New Mexico and Utah for 
visits to museums, archeologi-
cal sites and cliff dwellings to 
learn more about American 
Indian culture. The trip will 
culminate with an archeologi-
cal dig in Nevada.

“American Indian tradi-
tions and culture are an inte-
gral part of this program,” said 
Smith. “We learn about the 
Native people that inhabited 

these regions for more than 

5,000 years and examine plant 

and animal fossils from vol-

canic sediment that are more 

than 16 million years old.”

Native Explorers is open to 

American Indian college stu-

dents age 18 and older who are 

enrolled members of a feder-

ally recognized tribe. A limited 

number of spots are open for 

the scientific expedition. Stu-

dents must complete an appli-

cation and submit a letter of 

reference from an instructor. 

The deadline to apply is March 

15.

Participants may be eligible 

to earn three hours of college 

credit. The program is fully 

funded by the Chickasaw Na-

tion, Whitten-Burrage Law 

Firm, Native Explorers Foun-

dation and OSU.

For more information or to 

complete an application, visit 

www.nativeexplorers.org.

When it comes to 
firewood, buy it 
where you burn it
Public Service Announcement 

Oklahoma Forestry 
Services is asking Okla-
homans to buy firewood 
near the location where 
they will burn it to help 
prevent the spread of in-
sects and diseases that 
can kill trees and devas-
tate recreation spots.

OFS joins other states 
and national agencies in 
the effort to educate the 
public about the dangers of moving firewood. Many people 
are unaware that insects and diseases can live in healthy-
looking firewood and that by moving firewood they are 
also transporting invasive pests. The “Promise Not to 
Move Firewood” campaign is focused on asking people to 
make a conscious decision not to move firewood and, in-
stead, to buy wood cut as close as possible to the location 
where they will burn it.

“Normally, insects can’t travel far, but when you haul 
firewood from one location to another, the insects that 
live inside the firewood are transported, sometimes hun-
dreds of miles, and impact trees in the new location,” said 
George Geissler, Oklahoma State Forester. “In some parts 
of the country, entire forests have been lost due to firewood 
movement, and we want to prevent that in Oklahoma.”

One pest of particular concern for Oklahoma is the Em-
erald Ash Borer, an insect that has destroyed tens of mil-
lions of ash trees across the nation, and has now infested 
trees in Colorado, Kansas and Missouri. With a significant 
ash population, Oklahoma is at risk for an invasion of the 

See FIrewOOd
—Continued  on Page 18
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2014 Primary Election Notice
NEW – EARLY  VOTING DAY 1
DATE:   March 7, 2014

TIME:   12:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. CDT

POLL LOCATION: Osage Nation Election O�  ce
   608 Kihekah
   Pawhuska, Oklahoma

NEW – EARLY  VOTING DAY 2
DATE:   March 8, 2014

TIME:   10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. CDT

POLL LOCATION: Osage Nation Election O�  ce
   608 Kihekah
   Pawhuska, Oklahoma

NEW LOCATION – ELECTION  DAY
DATE:   March 10, 2014

TIME:   8:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. CDT

POLL LOCATION: Osage Nation Wah-zha-zhi Cultural Center
   1449 W. Main
   Pawhuska, Oklahoma

QUALIFICATIONS TO VOTE:
1. Any enrolled member of the Osage Nation that is eighteen (18) years of age or older on 

Election Day who has been issued an Osage Nation Membership Card on or after Octo-
ber 9, 2002, which bears the signature of a Principal Chief of the Osage Nation.

MANNER OF VOTING:
1. Voting shall be by secret ballot.
2. Except as otherwise provided, any quali� ed voter may vote by:

a. Appearing at the prescribed polling place;
b. Announcing to the election o�  cials his or her name;
c. Presenting a government issued photo identi� cation* (Example: Driver’s License, 

Passport, Military ID, etc.);
*If you do not have a photo identi� cation to present, you may vote if two (2) election o�  cials 
sign an a�  davit a�  rming your identity.
d. Signing the ballot sign out sheet; and
e. Marking the ballot and placing it in the ballot box.

3. Any eligible voter who will be unable to vote in person may vote by Absentee Ballot.

REQUESTING AN ABSENTEE BALLOT:
1. To request an Absentee Ballot Request form, either:

a. Fill out the enclosed form; or 
b. Visit our website at www.osagenation.com, click on DEPARTMENTS, click on 

ELECTION BOARD, click on Absentee Ballot Request Form, and then � ll out, 
print, and sign the Absentee Ballot Request form; or

c. You can request for the Absentee Ballot Request form to be sent to you by calling the 
Election O�  ce toll free at (877) 560-5286 or by e-mailing electiono�  ce@osagetribe.org.

2. Return the completed Absentee Ballot Request form along with a copy of a government 
issued photo identi� cation (Example: Driver’s License, Passport, Military ID, etc.) to 
the Election O�  ce.  Please sign the Absentee Ballot Request form the same way you will 
sign the absentee ballot return receipt. Use one of the following methods to return your 
completed request:
a. Scan and e-mail to electiono�  ce@osagetribe.org;
b. Fax to (918) 287-5292; or
c. Mail to P.O. Box 928, Pawhuska, OK 74056.

3. � e deadline for the Election O�  ce to receive your completed Absentee Ballot Request 
form and photo identi� cation is FEBRUARY 10, 2014 no later than 4:30 p.m., CDT

VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT:
1. Instructions for marking and mailing your ballot can be found enclosed with your 

ballot.
2. All Absentee Ballots must arrive by 10:00 a.m. CDT on MARCH 10, 2014, which is 

the day of the election, in the Pawhuska Post O�  ce in order to be valid.
3. Any eligible voter who receives an Absentee Ballot who does not complete and mail the 

ballot, but instead wishes to cast his or her vote in person must � rst:
a. Surrender his or her ballot to the Election Supervisor or authorized designee on 

Election Day; or
b. Sign an a�  davit stating they received a ballot, but did not vote it.

4. IMPORTANT: Pursuant to the Osage Nation Election Code, 5.2 (F) (1), a person is 
guilty of a violation of this code who knowingly votes more than once at any election.  
� e penalty for this violation pursuant to Section 5.2 (G) is a � ne not to exceed � ve 
thousand dollars ($5,000), or a term of imprisonment not to exceed one (1) year, or 
both.

METHODS OF OBTAINING ASSISTANCE IN VOTING:
1. On Election Day, if a voter or voter’s agent presents him or herself and states that the 
voter, because of a physical disability or language barrier, is unable to mark the ballot, 
assistance shall be provided by at least two (2) election o�  cials.  � e voter may also be 
accompanied by a person of their choice in casting their ballot.  No proxy voting will be 
allowed.
2. A wheelchair shall be available at the polling place to assist a disabled voter into the des-
ignated polling place so a voter may cast his or her ballot.  At least two (2) election o�  cials 
shall be available to assist the disabled voter from their vehicle into the polling place where 
the ballot shall be cast.  � e voter may also be accompanied by a person of their choice in 
casting their ballot.  No proxy voting will be allowed.
3. If you need additional assistance on Election Day, please contact the Election O�  ce toll 
free at (877) 560-5286 or locally at (918) 287-5286 in advance, if possible.

 

If you do not currently have the above card, please contact 
the Osage Nation Membership O�  ce toll free at (800) 818-6517.

Wah-Zha-Zhi

lOOking glass

Photo provided by the Osage Tribal Museum

A young boy shoots an arrow. If anyone has any information on the boy in the photo, con-
tact the Osage News office at osagenews@osagetribe.org or (918) 287-5668. 

Photo provided by the Osage Tribal Museum

An Osage couple poses for a portrait. Please contact the Osage News if you have any infor-
mation on the couple. 

Photo provided by the Osage Tribal Museum

Singers in an Osage Roundhouse. Osage women in blankets watch. Please contact the 
Osage News if you have any information on the photo. 
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Shayne Watson 
designs shown at
Native Fashion 
Show in Bartlesville

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Blake Sisk poses on the runway at the Native Fashion from Culture to 
Couture. Designs from footwear, Seminole apparel and modern de-
signs were shown at the Hillcrest Country Club in Bartlesville, Feb. 11.  
[Disclaimer: Blake Sisk is Osage News Editor Shannon Shaw Duty’s first 
cousin.]

BARTLESVILLE, OK – Native American designer Shayne 
Watson showed his designs at the “Native Fashion from Cul-
ture to Couture” show Feb. 11. The fashion show took place at 
the Hillcrest Country Club in Bartlesville. Designs from tradi-
tional clothing to footwear, Seminole apparel and modern Na-
tive designs were shown. Osage models in the show included 
Miss Indian Oklahoma Robynn Rulo, Osage Nation Princess 
Autumn Williams, Blake Sisk, Allison Jones, Dava Daylight, 
Julia Maker, Ashlee Hartness, John Parker, Darian Lookout, 
Welana Fields, Kristen Pratt and Jaime Butler. To see more 
photos from the fashion show, visit the Osage News Flickr 
page.

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Native designer Shayne Watson waves to the crowd after his collection 
was shown at Native Fashion from Culture to Couture; Designs from 
footwear, Seminole apparel and modern designs were shown at the 
Hillcrest Counttry Club in Bartlesville, Feb. 11. 
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Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

NEXT PAGE, TOP: Osage Nation Princess Autumn Williams, Dever Wah-
wassuck, Miss Indian Oklahoma Robynn Rulo, Dava Daylight and a model 
pose in traditional clothing at the Native Fashion from Culture to Couture 
show at the Hillcrest Country Club in Bartlesville, Feb. 11.

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

NEXT PAGE, BOTTOM: Allison Jones poses on the runway at the Native Fash-
ion from Culture to Couture. Designs from footwear, Seminole apparel and 
modern designs were shown at the Hillcrest Country Club in Bartlesville,  
Feb. 11. 

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

ABOVE: Welana Fields poses on the runway at the Native Fashion from 
Culture to Couture. Designs from footwear, Seminole apparel and mod-
ern designs were shown at the Hillcrest Country Club in Bartlesville,  
Feb. 11.

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

LEFT: Kristen Pratt poses on the runway at the Native Fashion from Cul-
ture to Couture. Designs from footwear, Seminole apparel and modern 
designs were shown at the Hillcrest Country Club in Bartlesville, Feb. 11. 

Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News 

LEFT: Jaime Butler poses on the runway at the Native Fashion from Cul-
ture to Couture. Designs from footwear, Seminole apparel and modern 
designs were shown at the Hillcrest Country Club in Bartlesville, Feb. 11. 
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Osage Culture

Dance Stick

Charles Red Corn

Charles Red Corn
Osage News

Dance Stick
The Osage clothing we 

wear when we dance is im-
portant. In many different 
ways a dancer’s clothes are 
a personal thing. That is 
including the Quill Roach, 
or head piece, the bells 
and beaded belts and yarn 
work, and of course, the in-
tricate and beautiful ribbon 
designs. Not a thing you 
need to talk about, you just 
know it is there.

As for the dancing during 
the month of June, the In-
Lon-Schka Dance, I have 
heard it called a Straight 
Dance. I do not know for 
certain, but I have always 
thought that may be a term 
born of the contrast with the 
Fancy Dance, or Fast War 
Dance that lends itself well 
to the excitement that most 
people feel when they expe-
rience those dances. Just 
my opinions, not something 
that was passed down from 
those much more qualified 
to speak than I.  

My dance things are 
important to me, just as a 
dancer’s clothes are impor-
tant to any Osage dancer. 
Not only Osages, but all 
tribal people that I know 
of have what I would call a 
reverence for those objects 
that are associated with 
tribal dances. Just as the 
people involved are impor-
tant to each other.

I am certain that each 
person who is a part of one 
of the three In-Lon-Schka 
Drums has a good knowl-
edge of where his, or her, 
dance clothes came from. 
Each person has a pretty 
good idea of who measured 
and cut the broadcloth, and 
who wove the yarn belt. 
That person could even 
know who made the moc-
casins.  

All of our People have el-
ders, either blood relatives 
and in many cases what 
some people may very well 
call adopted, and when they 
want to talk to us we listen.  

One evening, years ago, I 
went to the home of Uncle 
Wakon Iron. He had some-
thing to say and I wanted to 
listen. After we had talked 
for a while he said, “There 
is something I want to 
give to you.”  With that he 

stood, and with the help of 
his walking cane he slowly 
made his way toward his 
bedroom.  

When he returned to 
the living room Uncle Wa-
kon was carrying a beaded 
Dance Stick, and when he 
had sat down in his chair 
he said, “I want you to have 
this.” He explained that he 
had beaded the dance stick 
in 1916 when he was the age 
of 24.   

That Dance Stick is im-
portant to me, but no more 
important to me than to oth-
er dancers. Like I said, it is 
a personal thing.    

Each of us has an idea of 
what the dance means to 
each of us, and to each of 
us the meaning may be just 
a little different, while the 
good and positive thoughts 
about our dances are the 
same. All of us have heard 
our Elders speak of friends 
and relatives from the past. 
They have good thoughts in 
connection with the Dances. 
That is good.

Under the Arbor there is 
that moment when during 
a Tail Dance, it is that mo-
ment at the end of a good 
song. That is when a Tail 
Dancer waves his Dance 
Stick, his I-ga, signaling to 
other Dancers that the song 
just ended will be repeated. 
It is a special moment that I 
cannot adequately describe. 

–––––––––
About the author: 

Charles H. Red Corn, Osage, is 
the author of “A Pipe for Feb-
ruary” and various other pub-
lished works. Red Corn received 
his B.A. in Psychology and his 
Masters of Education Admin-
istration from Penn State. He 
is a veteran of the U.S. Army 
and resides with his wife Jeri in 
Norman, Okla. He is the Osage 
News culture columnist.

Shayne Watson Fashion Show
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2014

Election Debates

Osage Minerals Council

Debate
April 26, 2014 • 5-8 p.m.
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center

Pawhuska, OK

General Election Debate
May 3-4, 2014

Saturday 5-8 p.m. • Sunday 1-4 p.m.
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center

Pawhuska, OK

The Osage News would like to thank

the League of Women Voters of Tulsa

for hosting its debates.

Live streaming courtesy of the

Osage Nation Communications Department

Visit the Osage News online

for more details coming soon!

www.osagenews.org
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Candidate PrOfiles

Geoffrey Standing Bear, 
candidate for Osage 
Nation Principal Chief
Osage News

Age: 60
Education: Bachelor’s degree from 

the University of Oklahoma (1976). 
Earned a Juris Doctorate from the 
University of Tulsa (1980)

District: Pawhuska
Family: Married to Julie (Brave) 

Standing Bear since 1977. Father to 
three sons Chris, Joseph, Ben and 
daughter Jennifer (Bighorse); and 
grandfather to ten grandchildren.

Work History: attorney and owner 
of Geoffrey M. Standing Bear Attorney 
at Law with offices in Pawhuska and 
Bartlesville. He previously worked as 
in-house general legal counsel for the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation. He also 
worked as a managing attorney for the 
Economic Development Unit of the Na-
vajo Nation Attorney General’s Office, 
which included a supervisory role of 
overseeing several attorneys, parale-
gals and office staff. Before law school, 
he worked as a grant writer, worked for a museum and a nonprofit foundation as 
well as various manual labor jobs. In addition to serving as a Congressman, he is 
also the chairperson of the Osage Nation Water Task Force and served as chair 
and vice-chairperson of various ON Congressional committees including Cultural 
and Commerce and Economic Development.

Elected positions held: Osage Nation Assistant Principal Chief under the 
Osage Tribal Council form of government (1990-1994); Osage Nation Congress-
man (2010-2014) serving on the Second and Third ON Congressional bodies.

Geoffrey Standing Bear

Tom Boone Jr.,
candidate for Osage
Nation Principal Chief
Osage News

Age: 43
Education: Pawhuska High 

School and attended Northeast-
ern State University for one year 
and attended Rogers State Col-
lege for one year. 

District: Grayhorse, received 
his name from Girard Blackbird, 
roached by Archie Mason

Family: Married 13 years to 
Jessica Marie and one daughter, 
Rachel Marie. He has one broth-
er, Daniel Boone, who is currently 
serving on the Third Osage Na-
tion Congress. On his paternal 
side his great-grandfather was 
Joe Daniels, his grandmother 
was Cynthia Daniels Boone. His 
father is Tom Boone Sr. 

On his maternal side his great-grandmother is Rosa Strikeaxe. His 
grandmother is the late Naomi Myers. His mother is Osage Minerals Coun-
cilwoman Cynthia Boone, who is serving her second term. 

Work History: A small business owner for seven years. Possesses a 
class A, CDL (Commercial Driver’s License) for 20 years. Has never failed a 
pre-employment drug test or random test. One of the founding members of 
Youth Works, has been active with the organization for eight years. 

Elected positions held: Five-year term on Pawhuska School Board, 
currently serves at board clerk.

Tom Boone, Jr.

Margo Gray, candidate 
for Osage Nation
Principal Chief
Osage News

Age: 56
District: Pawhuska
Education: Attended Northeast-

ern State University in Tahlequah 
and majored in police administration 
(1978, 1992); Attended Dartmouth 
College Tuck School of Business for its 
minority business development agency 
partnership program in March 2006. 

Family: Mother of two sons and 
grandmother of seven grandchildren. 
Parents are the late Andrew and Mar-
garet Gray; three brothers and three 
sisters. Grandparents were Clarence 
and Jennie Gray and her father was 
Wy-U-Hah-Kah. Her mother’s people 
on her maternal side was Grace Roan, 
who passed in her 20s and her moth-
er was raised by Grandmother Nettie 
Luttrell. On mother’s side her grand-
father was Henry Roan and He Ah-To-Moie and her grandfather was Wah-Tian-
kah.

Employment background: Hominy Police Department, Edmond Police De-
partment, Cherokee Nation Marshal Services, Tahlequah, Okla.; Osage National 
Council in Pawhuska; Horizon Engineering Services Co. and Horizon Companies 
in Tulsa. Currently the President of Pawhuska-based Margo Gray and Associ-
ates, LLC, which was founded in 2013.

Elected positions held: None.

Margo Gray

Randolph Crawford,
candidate for Osage Nation 
Assistant Principal Chief
Osage News

Age: 54

Education: Moore High 

School, 1978; Bachelors in Polit-

ical Science, Northeastern State 

University. 

District: Grayhorse, Deer 

Clan and was named Wah-Sis-

Tah by Rose Pipestem

Family: Single. He is the son 

of Eugene and Mary Kather-

ine Crawford. He was raised by 

Kathleen Scott Crawford.

Work History: U.S. Navy, 

assigned to USS Parsons, (DDG-

33) home ported in Yokosuka, 

Japan. Received the Navy Unit Commendation, Expeditionary Medal off 

Iran in 1979, and the Humanitarian Medal assisting in rescuing Viet-

namese Boat People in the South China Sea. Worked as a Director for the 

Osage Social Services Program; State of Oklahoma, Child Welfare Special-

ist; Juvenile Justice Specialist for Youth in Custody at Tecumseh Juvenile 

Detention Center.

Elected positions held: None.

Randolph Crawford

Terry Mason Moore, candidate for Osage 
Nation Assistant Principal Chief
Osage News

Age: 58
Education: Bachelor in Manage-

ment from Northeastern State Univer-
sity, a Juris Doctor from the University 
of New Mexico School of Law, and a 
Masters of Business Administration in 
Finance from the University of Minne-
sota. 

District: Grayhorse
Family: The daughter of Bennie 

Joe and Bonnie Mason of Fairfax. Her 
grandparents were Joseph C and Rose 
Moie-Kah-Moie Mason. She is the 
mother of four children, Jessica, Dil-
lon, twins Erica and Elizabeth. She has 
one granddaughter. She is married to 
Ted Moore, Director of Operations for 
both the Chief John Red Eagle admin-
istration and the Chief Scott Bighorse 
administration. 

Work History: Worked in various 
capacities with the Osage Nation for 
14 years. In 2000 she contracted to rep-
resent the Osage Tax Commission for 
former principal chief Charles Tillman. 
In 2002 she contracted to represent 
the Osage Gaming Commission for for-
mer principal chief Jim Gray. In 2006 
she contracted with the Osage casinos 
to do attorney work. In 2010 she was 
appointed by Chief Gray to the Osage 
Gaming Commission. She contracted 
with former principal chief John Red 
Eagle to do in-house general counsel 
work. 

Elected positions held: She was 
appointed to the 31st Osage Tribal 
Council in 2003. She was appointed the 
assistant principal chief on Jan. 30 by 

Terry Mason Moore
See mOOre

—Continued  on Page 18
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Candidate PrOfiles

Amanda Proctor, 
candidate for Osage 
Nation Assistant 
Principal Chief
Osage News

Age: 38

District: Pawhuska

Education: Juris 

Doctorate degree from 

the University of Tulsa 

(2005). She also received 

a certificate in Native 

American law from TU. 

She earned a bachelor of 

arts degree in anthropol-

ogy from Harvard Uni-

versity (1999).

Family: Mother of three sons. Her mother, the late Kar-

en Proctor, is Osage and she is Cherokee on her father’s 

side.

Employment background: Attorney and president of 

the Shield Law Group, PLC in Jenks (Okla.), which focus-

es on Indian law and represents several Oklahoma Indian 

tribes and tribal entities. She is an attorney of record in 

the ongoing federal court case of Fletcher v. United States, 

which seeks to require the United States to account for 

the alienation of the Osage Mineral Estate from Osages 

to non-Osages. Previously worked as an attorney at Tulsa 

law firm Sneed Lang Herrold PC. Before practicing law, 

she worked as a tribal housing director for two tribes and 

has worked in the tribal housing industry for the past 15 

years.  

Elected positions held: President of Osage County 

Bar Association.

Candidate annOunCements

Alice Buffalohead

Alice Buffalohead announces 
her candidacy for Fourth
Osage Nation Congress

It is with great excitement 
and a humble heart that I 
announce my candidacy for 
re-election for Osage Na-
tion Congress. Over the past 
four years I have thoroughly 
enjoyed collaborating with 
constituents, Osage Nation 
employees, the Executive and 
Judicial branches, and my col-
leagues to create laws for the 
Osage Nation. When I ran four 
years ago, I campaigned on 
just a few pieces of legislation 
that I knew would benefit the 
Nation. I introduced ONCR 
11-06 a resolution for the con-
stituents to determine wheth-
er or not they wanted to see 
term limits, it was close but 
the people spoke and said no. 
As a shareholder, I stand firm 
that shareholder monies do not 
belong to the Nation, which is 
why I introduced ONCA 11-78 
to move shareholder accounts 
over to the elected Minerals 
Council to oversee. My Human 
Resources background has 
been an asset to look over ex-
isting laws to see where they 
need to be more defined, as 
a result I introduced ONCA 
10-98 to make our ethics law 
stronger. I introduced ONCA 
12-108 an appropriation to the 
Gaming Commission to pay 
the initial employee gaming 

license fees of members of the 
Osage Nation. 

While I have enjoyed the 
spirit of debate with my col-
leagues, I strongly believe and 
am an advocate that every 
single resolution written de-
serves to go before the people. 
A skill that constituents and 
my colleagues have routinely 
seen from me over the last four 
years is compromise. I am able 
to help mediate when legisla-
tion is at a stand still so that 
it moves forward. Future work 
that I would like to accomplish 
for our people is better health 
care, housing for our elders, 
more opportunities for our 
children’s education, and a dis-
counted prescription plan to 
help make prescriptions more 
affordable for every Osage. 

I reside in Hominy, OK with 

my husband Jerod Buffalo-

head and son Joseph Goodfox 

Jr. I am the daughter of the 

late Rosa-Raye Hill Pledger 

and granddaughter of the late 

Marguerite Matin Waller, 

and the great-granddaughter 

of the late Helen (Pratt) and 

Walter Matin and Rose Hill. I 

am blessed to have been raised 

in a culturally rich environ-

ment. I attend the Catholic 

and Native American Church. 

I earned an undergraduate 

degree from the University of 

Maryland, and a masters de-

gree in HR from the Univer-

sity of Oklahoma. 

It has been an honor and 

privilege to serve as your 

Osage Nation Congresswoman 

the last four years and I hum-

bly ask for your support as I 

seek a second term. Vote Alice 

Buffalohead for Osage Nation 

Congress.  

Integrity…Unity…Hones-

ty…Accountability

[Disclaimer: Candidate An-

nouncements are published 

without edits or changes from 

the Osage News staff.]

Amanda Proctor
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MARCH
March 1

Osage Nation Preven-
tion Program Powwow
Osage County 
Fairgrounds
Pawhuska, OK
Starts at 2 p.m.

March 7
Primary Election  
Information 
Early Voting – Polls 
Open 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

March 8
Primary Election  
Information 
Early Voting – Polls 
Open 10 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

March 8 
Honor Dance for 
Robynn Roan Rulo
Osage Event Center
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Starts at 2 p.m. 

March 10
Primary Election  
Information 
Election Day – Polls 
Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

March 11
State of the Nation  
Address
Congressional Chambers
Pawhuska, OK
Starts at 10 a.m. 

March 12
Sovereignty Day 
Celebration
Wah-Zha-Zhe  
Cultural Center
Pawhuska, OK
Starts at 2 p.m.

March 14-31
General Election 
Information
Filing Dates for Members  
of Congress
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

March 15
Northern California  
Osage Meeting 

Executive Inn Suites
Oakland, California 
For more information  
northerncaliforniaosage.org/

March 15
Honor Dance for  
Osage Nation Princess  
Autumn Williams
Wah-Zha-Zhe Cultural  
Center
Pawhuska, OK 
Starts at 2 p.m.
For more information 
contact Margie  
Williams (918) 639-0427
 

APRIL
April 12

Osage ACT Prep Test Date
Registration Deadline is  
March 7
For more information 
visit www.actstudent.org 

April 23
General Election 
Information
Absentee Ballot 
Mailing Begins
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

April 26
Osage News Election  
Debates 
Debate for Osage 
Minerals Council
Wah Zha Zhi Cultural  
Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

MAY 

May 3 
Osage News Election  
Debates
Debate for General  
Election
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural  
Center
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

May 4 
Osage News Election  
Debates
Debate for General  
Election 
Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural  
Center 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma
From 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

May 5
General Election 
Information 

Deadline to Request 
an Absentee Ballot
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

May 24
United Osages of Southern 
California Spring Meeting
Carlsbad-by-the-Sea  
Resort
Carlsbad, Calif.
For more information, 
email Bill Myers at 
billmyers1729@gmail.com

May 30
General Election 
Information 
Early Voting – Polls 
Open 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

May 31 
General Election 
Information 
Early Voting – Polls 
Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

JUNE
June 2 

General Election 
Election Day – Polls 
Open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
For more information 
contact (918) 287-5286 
or (877) 560-5286

June 14
Osage ACT Prep Test Date
Registration Deadline is  
May 9
For more information 
visit www.actstudent.org

Have an event? Send event 
information to the Osage 
News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 
619 Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 
74056; email sshaw@osage-
news.org, or fax to (918) 287-
5563. Make sure to include 
event date, location, email 
and Web address (if appli-
cable) and a phone number 
where someone can be con-
tacted for validation if neces-
sary. Deadline for the April 
2014 issue is March 18, 2014.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Brayden “BK” and Ryder Seago! BK, 11, 

is the Oklahoma State Novice Wrestling Champion in Div. III 
at 100 pounds. His little brother Ryder, 6, placed sixth in the 
Novice Wrestling Championships in Div. 1 at 55 pounds. They 
are the sons of Josh and Amy Seago of Sperry, and the great-
grandsons of Patricia Templeton and the late Sonny Jefferson of 
the Grayhorse District. 

Osages form associations 
in Texas and Arizona

Feeding your child’s 
independent spirit 

Do you have a child who is a picky eater? It might en-
courage you to know that this is a perfectly normal behav-
ior. It may even surprise you to know that this behavior 
has very little to do with the taste of food and is mostly 
about wanting control of a situation. Most toddlers learn 
very early that eating is very easy to control and is likely 
to get a response out of you. The big challenge for you as 
the parent is to not give into this behavior and don’t fall 
into the trap of offering unhealthy foods as an easy alter-
native. 

Around age two a child’s rate of growth starts to de-
crease. This means that there will be times when your 
child is growing and will be hungry and times when your 
child is not growing as fast and will not be very hungry. 
Their appetite may vary from day to day and even meal 
to meal.  Children have the excellent ability to recog-
nize when they are hungry and full, therefore you should 
respect their hunger and full signals. The good news is 
that if they are growing normally there is no need to be 
concerned about their overall health. It’s important to re-
member that as a parent you decide what foods go on your 
child’s plate but they decide how much they will eat.

Helpful Tips for Picky Eaters

• Offer a new food many times even if they don’t try it 
right away. It may take up to 10-12 tries before a  
child will accept it.

• Only offer one new food at a time. You 
don’t want to overwhelm them.

• Be a good role model. You cannot expect a 
child to eat healthy foods if you do not.

• Let your child help pick out healthy foods at the store 
and help prepare them at home. Children are more 
likely to eat something they have helped put together.

• Don’t allow your child to fill up on milk and 
juice throughout the day. They won’t be hun-
gry when it comes to meal times.

• Use cookie cutters to cut food into fun shapes.

• Turn off the TV and other electronics during 
meals. This will help your child focus on eating.

• Don’t become a short-order cook. Making a  
separate meal for your child after they reject the 
original meal will only promote picky eating.

• Children don’t like to eat alone. They will 
eat better when eating with others.

Look for future nutrition-related articles from Osage 
Nation WIC in the Osage News!

WIC is the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children. WIC is available to low-
income pregnant, breastfeeding, and non-breastfeeding 
postpartum women, and to infants and children up to age 
five who are found to be at nutritional risk.

If you would like to learn more about Osage Nation WIC 
please contact 1-800-460-1006. 

Osage News

Two new Osage associations 
have sprung up during elec-
tion season.

The first is the Texas Osage 
Association, started by Jim 
Ryan of San Antonio. The sec-
ond, the Association of Osag-
es in Arizona created by Joe 
Keene.

“The Texas Osage Associa-
tion has been formed to allow 
Texas Osage to discuss tribal 
matters and celebrate Osage 

culture and language,” Ryan 
said. “Our goal will be to hold 
meetings twice a year in three 
areas; Houston, Dallas/ Ft. 
Worth and San Antonio/Aus-
tin.”

The AOA has a Facebook 
page.

“This group is created to al-
low communication for Osages 
that live in Arizona,” Keene 
wrote on the AOA Facebook 
page. “In addition, we will 
start having quarterly meet-

ings throughout the year to 
discuss the Osage Nation.”

Keen is hoping for the group 
to meet in the Phoenix area 
and have their first meeting 
in March. Ryan said all TOA 
meetings will be recorded and 
posted to the association’s 
YouTube channel. 

According to the ON Elec-
tion Office, 1,325 Osage voters 
live in Texas and 240 live in 
Arizona.

Both associations can be 
found on Facebook. 

COmmunity
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Osage Nation Jobs: Applica-
tions may be downloaded at 
www.osagetribe.com/main_job-
search.aspx or obtained at the 
Osage Nation Human Resourc-
es Department located at 621 
Grandview in Pawhuska. In-
terested applicants can also call 
(918) 287-5445 or email HR at 
atrumbly@osagetribe.org. Ap-
plications must be received in 
Human Resources no later than 
4 p.m. on the date of closing.  
Late applications will not be  
accepted.

Teacher Assistant – Skia-
took, Headstart. CDA certi-
fication or experience in Child 
Care and actively work toward 
certification completion within 
one year. Preferred: Associates 
degree in Early childhood or 
related degree. HS diploma or 
GED. Regular Full Time.  Sal-
ary: $11.50/hr.

Shelter Monitor-Pawhuska, 
Counseling Center. HS diplo-
ma/GED. Must have previous 
experience working in domestic 
violence shelter or behavioral 
health programs. Must have 
an emphatic understanding of 
substance addition and domes-
tic violence. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $15.00/hr.

Tribal Education Advocate-
Hominy, Education. Bach-
elor’s degree in Education or 
closely related field is needed. 
A current teaching certificate is 
preferred. Salary: DOE

Sr. Grants Management Spe-
cialist-Pawhuska, Strategic 
Planning and Grants Man-
agement. Bachelor’s degree, 
master’s preferred, from an ac-
credited college or university in 
Public Administration, Political 
Science, Business Administra-

Classifieds
tion, Accounting, or closely re-
lated fields. Regular Full Time. 
Salary: $32.39/hr.

Youth Development Staff-
Fairfax. Boys and Girls Club. 
HS diploma or GED. He/She 
must have strong communica-
tion skills, both verbal and writ-
ten. Just have group leadership 
skills, including an understand-
ing of group dynamics. Regular 
Full Time. Salary: $11.50/hr. 

Shelter Monitor – Pawhuska, 
Counseling Center. HS diplo-
ma or GED. Must have previous 
experience working in domestic 
violence shelter or behavioral 
health programs.  Regular Part 
Time. Salary: $11.50/hr.

Regulatory Compliance In-
ternal Auditor I – Pawhuska, 
Gaming Commission. Bach-
elor’s Degree or equivalent re-
lated experience: three years 
increasingly responsible work in 
an accounting/auditing position 
or related casino/financial expe-
rience preferred. Regular Full 
Time. Salary: DOE 

PRN, LPN and Home Health 
Aide, Osage Home Health. 
Apply at 128 E. 6th, Pawhuska, 
OK 74056 or call (918) 287-5645.

Features/Multimedia Re-
porter – Pawhuska, Osage 
News. College degree/two years 
experience in newspaper news-
room, news web site, public or 
media relations or photojournal-
ism. Regular Full Time. Salary: 
$17.08/hr.

Deputy Court Clerk – 
Pawhuska, Tribal Court. As-
sociates degree or higher or a 
certificate from the court clerk or 
paralegal program. Prior court 
clerk or office assistant experi-

ence is highly preferred. Regu-

lar Full Time. Salary: $11.67/hr. 

Surveillance Officer –Tulsa 

(3), Skiatook (2), Ponca City 

(1) Gaming Commission. HS 

diploma/GED and 6 months of 

previous work experience. Gam-

ing Hospitality or Customer Ser-

vice industry preferred. Regular 

Full Time. Salary: $13.30/hr.

Raymond Red Corn, 
candidate for Osage 
Nation Assistant 
Principal Chief
Osage News

Age: 58
District: Pawhuska
Education: Cur-

rently a student at Rog-
ers State University 
in Bartlesville seeking 
a bachelor’s degree in 
business with an em-
phasis on management. 

Family: Married to 
Louise (Taylor) Red 
Corn, father of four 
sons, stepfather to one 
son and grandfather of 
four. Parents were Ray-
mond and Waltena Red 
Corn; grandfather was 
Raymond W. Red Corn Sr., great-grandfather was Wy-
e-glah-in-kah. Both Raymond Sr. and Wy-e-glah-in-kah 
were original allottees. Wakon Red Corn, Sr., is brother.

Employment background: Osage Nation Congress-
man elected to office in 2006; reelected in 2010. Prior to 
Congressional service, career was in construction trade 
since 1977. Work included carpentry, laborer and con-
struction management starting in 1985; Started and ran 
his own remodeling company from 1995 to 2001. Returned 
to Pawhuska in 2003 where he purchased and renovated 
several downtown commercial buildings and residences in 
Pawhuska.

Elected office: Served on the First, Second and Third 
ON Congress since winning election in 2006 and re-elec-
tion in 2010. Served as Second Congressional Speaker and 
oversaw Congressional staff.

Candidate PrOfiles

Raymond Red Corn

James “Osage” Dailey,
candidate for Osage Nation 
Assistant Principal Chief
Osage News

Age: 59
Education: Minor in Man-

agement Science and Infor-
mation Systems, Bachelor in 
Science, Business Administra-
tion, 2001, Oklahoma State 
University; Bachelor in Arts, 
History, 2001, Oklahoma 
State University; Masters of 
Arts, Economic History, 2004, 
Oklahoma State University. 
Lacks 15 hours to complete 
Masters in Business Admin-
istration from Oklahoma City 
University. 

District: Grayhorse
Family: Osage and Logan
Work History: 2010-Pres-

ent, Private Practice: Jim 
Dailey and Associates Accoun-
tants and CPA’s. 2010 Adjunct 
Professor, Pawnee Nation Col-
lege; 2005-2010 Grant and 
Contract Comptroller/Spon-
sored Research Administrator/

Specialist/Loan Administrator 
at Oklahoma State Universi-
ty. 2005: White Eagle Health 
Clinic Health Director for the 
Ponca Tribe of Indians. 2005-
2006 Secretary, Osage Nation 
Gaming Enterprise Board. 
2002-2004, Graduate Teach-
ing Assistant, Oklahoma State 
University. 1995, Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Cheyenne Arapa-
ho Tribes; 1992-1994, Contract 
Officer/Planner/Proposal Writ-
er/Grant Administrator, Ponca 
Tribe of Indians; 1993-1994, 
Tribal Chairperson, Iowa Tribe 
of Oklahoma; 1992-1994 Trib-
al Manager, Delaware Tribe 
of Indians; 1990-1992, Execu-
tive Director, Otoe Missouria 
Tribe of Indians; 1988-1990, 
Contract Specialist GS 1102-
12, IHS; 1988-1990, Contract 
Specialist/Planner, Iowa Tribe 
of Oklahoma; 1986-1988, De-
partment head over Planning, 
Health and Social Service, Sac 

and Fox Nation, Stroud, Okla.; 
1981-1986, Planning Direc-
tor, Osage Nation; 1978-1981, 
Planner, Lower Chattahooch-
ee Area Planning and Develop-
ment Commission, Columbus, 
Georgia.

Elected positions held: 
Chairman Iowa Tribe of Okla-
homa, 1993-1994.

James “Osage” Dailey

Chief BigHorse after Chief Red Eagle was removed from office 
and left the assistant principal chief office vacant. School Board 
for Woodland Public Schools.
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Letters to the Editor 

If you would like to submit a letter to the editor, please 

mail it to the Osage News, Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 

Kihekah, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or send email to sshaw@

osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and informa-

tive to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clar-

ity and space.

insect, primarily through the movement of firewood into the 
state by campers and hunters.

How can you help? Use these key points to help keep 
Oklahoma trees and forests healthy:

• Make the promise NOT to move firewood.

• Buy firewood that was cut near where you will burn 
it – that means the wood was cut within 50 miles of 
where you will burn it. Whether buying firewood for 
camping or burning at home, always buy locally.

• If you have already moved firewood, the best action you 
can take is to burn it quickly and completely, making 
sure to rake all twigs, leaves and bark into your fire.

• Oklahoma Forestry Services, a division of the Okla-
homa Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, 
is committed to conserving, enhancing and protecting 
the forest resources of Oklahoma for present and future 
generations. To learn more about keeping Oklahoma’s 
forests healthy, visit http://www.forestry.ok.gov.
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March 18th is the
deadline for all submissions 

for the April issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

www.osagenews.org
619 Kihekah • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

• Submit an application within 30 days of 
time of death

• Provide copy of Osage Membership Card 
for deceased individual

• Provide a copy of a death certificate for the  
deceased individual

• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral 
Home statement of the deceased individual

The application is complete when all pertinent 
documentation is received by this office; once the 
application is complete a letter of approved funds 
and check will be mailed to the funeral home. 
Notice will also be sent to the applicant inform-
ing them of the amount being paid to the funeral 
home.
• Allow 10-14 working days for completed  

application to be processed and a check issued.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221

Email: jjones@osagetribe.org
The best source for Osage news now! 

www.osagenews.org

Upcoming Election
When I ran for the Osage Minerals Board a few years ago, following payment 

of a fee to the Election Board, I was given a list of all Osage voters that came to 
4,252 voters. Today it is even higher. Every one of these votes is important to 
the success of our new constitution and our tribe. Therefore, I am encouraging 
all Osages to study the information the candidates provide to us and examine it 
carefully before they exercise their right to vote. 

I would also like to caution my fellow voters to be very careful about where they 
obtain the information in which they plan to vote. I have been involved in the 
Osage Tribe politics for well over thirty years. It is unfortunate, but I have found 
it to be true that many of the Osage voters acquire their information through 
backyard conversations with their neighbors or from unreliable sources making 
their information gossip. An excellent example is the anonymous letter sent to 
the Osage News to discredit candidate Margo Gray. I am not for or against the 
candidate, but will wait until the full story comes out. I am sorry to say, right or 
wrong, many people will vote on the information from this article alone. Guard 
your vote, it is more valuable than gold or maybe I should say “Oil.” 

–Gregory Woodell 
West Hollywood, Calif.

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

2014 Osage Nation
Congressional 
Hun-Kah Session 
starts March 31
Osage News

The Third Osage Nation Congress will convene for its 2014 Hun-Kah Session 
starting Monday March 31 in the Congressional Chambers.

This is the first of two annual Congressional sessions which last 24 days and 
may be extended up to three additional days if needed.

According to the ON Congressional Office, the regular session is scheduled to 
begin March 31 and will end April 28 but could extend to May 1 if Congress votes 
to extend the session as allowed by the ON Constitution. 

Also during the Hun-Kah Session, the Congress will consider appointments to 
ON boards and commissions. According to Article VII of the Osage Constitution, 
the Principal Chief is charged with appointing board and commission members 
whose election or appointment is not provided in the Constitution or by law. Re-
garding confirmation, the Constitution states: “Failure of the Osage Nation Con-
gress to confirm the appointment, prior to the end of the session, shall constitute 
rejection.”

The Congress will also receive the annual report from the Osage Nation Lim-
ited Liability Company Board regarding the LLC as it has during prior Hun-Kah 
Sessions.

ON Congressional committees will meet as needed throughout the session to 
initially consider bills, resolutions and other matters brought to the legislative 
branch’s attention.

For more information and session and committee meeting notices, visit the 
Congressional temporary website online at: http://osagenation.co/government/
congress/.
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