
The Official Newspaper of the Osage Nation

OSAGE NATION
P.O. BOX 779
PAWHUSKA, OK 74056
Address Service Requested

Presorted
First Class Mail
U.S. Postage

PAID
Tusa, OK

Permit No. 1578

See RESOLUTION PASSED TO BORROW $10 MILLION
—Continued  on Page 4

See FIRST ROUND OF COBELL SETTLEMENT CHECKS MAILED 
—Continued  on Page 10

!ird ON Congress 
passes resolution to 
borrow $10 million
for master plan
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

phase of construction for the long-awaited master plan for a 

new Osage campus. Once building starts, construction is ex-

During its third special session, the Third Osage Nation 

Congress passed a resolution (ONCR 13-01, Walker) autho-

rizing the Executive Branch to seek a $10 million loan to 

complete phase one of the proposed master campus plan. Ac-

cording to the resolution, the $10 million loan would fund 

just under half of phase one construction estimated to cost 

$22.7 million. The Nation would pick up the remaining con-

struction tab.

ONCR 13-01, sponsored by Congressman RJ Walker, 

passed following debate touching on whether the Nation 
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-

First round of Cobell settlement 
sent to Indian Country
By Shannon Shaw Duty 
Osage News

-

tion case of Cobell v. Salazar have been mailed and are reportedly 

reaching Native Americans across the country. 

$1,000. Checks for the Trust Administration class will be distrib-

uted at a later date, according to indiantrust.com. 
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Osages of New Mexico discuss culture, ballots and re-districting
Osage constituents, 
members of the Osage 
Congress and Osage 
departmental directors 
attended the Association 
of New Mexico Osages 
meeting in Albuquerque
By Andrea D. Hanks 
Osage News Correspondent

Osages held their second formal 

8, to focus on the Osage culture and 

voting issues. 

general election, in which seven of 

-

follow up issues discussed and also 

wanted to focus on culture and the 

Osage language. 

-

Director of the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cul-

-

grain Lookout, and colleagues Jan-

ice Carpenter and Scott Lohah. Also 

in attendance were Osage Congress 

members Shannon Edwards, Archie 

-

Scott Bighorse. The attendance of 

the meeting by local constituents 

day.

The meeting started with intro-

ductions and welcoming remarks by 

coordinators Richard Chissoe, Jodie 

-

cussion started with electoral issues 

centering on absentee ballots. Con-

stituents were disgruntled by not 

receiving absentee ballots or their 

ballots were late. Some constituents 

-

ka, Okla., from Albuquerque to vote 

in person because of the late absen-

tee ballots. 

the election board was present to ad-

-

lative priorities for the next election, 

one being to reform the election code 

and the process for absentee ballots. 

-

-

coming congressional hearing Feb. 

12, 2013, with the election board to 

discuss such issues.  

A questionnaire was handed out 

to constituents and asked fourteen 

questions about the request pro-

cess of an absentee ballot as well as 

-

sponses to requests. Congresswoman 

Edwards told the group that a con-

gressional motion for a task force 

for government operations would be 

requested and another questionnaire 

would be developed which would be 

Cultural presentations
Cultural presentations started 

Osage history including historical 

work as taking inventory of cultural 

property and landscape, and devel-

oping education and outreach com-

ponents for the tribal museum. The 

presentation titled, “The Osages, 

U-Kón-Ska,” the traditional name 

Osages called themselves, described 

the concepts of the name having a 

deeper meaning to water. Explained 

Osage culture, spirituality, social 
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Pawhuska
Village 
board work 
on cleanup
Next meeting 
scheduled for Jan. 14
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

-

keeping busy with tasks and proj-

ects needed to clean up the village in 

wake of the ongoing law enforcement 

investigation examining the former 

board activities.

Since the October election, board 

-

busy organizing events, including a 

Dec. 17 Christmas party and renting 

dumpsters for cleaning up debris in 

the village in January.

Stabler said she is proud of the 

board for their efforts to revitalize 

the village during the Christmas 

a gift to her fellow board members, 

Stabler presented each of the mem-

bers with a personalized t-shirt iden-

on the front and “Feel the Love” writ-

ten on the back.

For the residents, the board gave 

your Christmas dinner.”

The board members shared up-

dates on tasks they took on once 

getting elected in October’s special 

election. The village board elections 

must take place during years ending 

in odd numbers, but the former board 

members decided a new election 

should be held in wake of the ongoing 

after former board chairman Joe Don 

-

dit report noted he would not comply 

with the audit sought by the Osage 

Recent village updates raised by 

the new board include lock changes 

the village board regarding purchas-

es made prior to October are being 

-

game event which is an annual Jan. 

The board also distributed smoke 

detectors given by ON Emergen-

Tall Chief in December. Tall Chief 

praised the board for their cleanup 

efforts and said smoke detectors are 

The board will hold its next regu-

lar scheduled meeting at 7 p.m. on 

Cunningham said the board will 

also have a working task meeting 

at 6 p.m. with both meetings taking 

Stabler said if someone would like 

to speak at the regular meeting, he 

or she must meet with the board at 

its working task meetings.
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–Continued from Page 1

should pay entirely for the construc-

tion versus seeking the loan. The 

Executive Branch requested the loan 

resolution at the suggestion of ON 

Treasurer Callie Catcher.

6-6 on the resolution with Assis-

breaking the tie with his “yes” vote. 

signed ONCR 13-01 into law on Dec. 

6. The resolution allows the Execu-

tive Branch to seek loan proposals, 

but the resolution requires that “the 

-

quired limited waiver of sovereign 

immunity back to the Congress for 

approval prior to execution of loan 

documents.”

Walker discussed the resolution 

during a Congressional committee 

meeting before it was voted on.

“We’ve reached a position now 

where it’s time for the Congress 

to consider appropriating money 

for some actual construction,” said 

Walker, a former Roads Department 

director who previously sat on the 

to create a campus place for us to 

be able to recruit some of the young 

people that we’ve sent out, paid for 

a portion of their education, and re-

regional example of innovation and 

something that other tribes and even 

non-tribal entities will look at as an 

example for providing a place for 

their employees to work.”

center and buildings for several gov-

buildings including the Superinten-

standing with the proposed master 

plan buildings. Seattle-based archi-

-

ated the master plan and has been 

working with the Nation since 2009. 

A planning committee selected the 

 Catcher, a former Cherokee 

Nation Treasurer, met with the 

-

said the Nation has an opportunity to 

recommended the $10 million (loan) 

because it’s a good way to get your 

foot into the credit market and still 

accomplish what we’re trying to do 

here which is complete phase one.”

tenure with the Cherokee Nation, 

-

nancing for building three health 

clinics, according to her resume. 

Catcher and the appointed team re-

sponsible for those projects issued 

$30 million in tax-exempt bonds to 

fund constructing two clinics and 

-

exempt loan.

Catcher said the resolution autho-

rizes the Executive Branch to obtain 

quotes and information on the loan 

options and noted the Congress will 

need to approve any sovereign im-

-

nancial lending institution. She also 

recommended the Congress commit 

an appropriation or additional lend-

ing for the remaining cost of phase 

one’s construction (estimated at 

loan.

Bruce Cass, director of the Na-

tion’s Tribal Development and Land 

Acquisition Department, said con-

struction on phase one will take two 

years to complete once construction 

starts.

The Nation’s treasury balance is 

Congress members believe the Na-

tion should pay for the phase one 

construction out of pocket versus 

borrowing the money.

Congresswoman Shannon Ed-

wards said she preferred the Nation 

pay for the construction and ques-

tioned how the Nation would repay 

the debt service, in my opinion, could 

come from earnings on the treasury 

reserve plus we’re currently spend-

ing about $3 million a year on main-

tenance and buying older buildings 

to meet our space needs. We’ve got 

-

ka and those people could be paying 

into space costs, space pool which is 

a method of allocating the costs of 

maintenance to all the programs.”

treasury interest would entirely cov-

er the remainder of the construction 

costs, but Catcher said, “it’s been my 

experience that it contributes quite 

a bit.” Catcher also added Congress 

would need to issue a yearly appro-

priation for debt service for the loan.

Congressional Speaker Ray-

mond Red Corn asked if the Ex-

ecutive Branch determined which 

government departments and 

branches would be included in phase 

one and if the decision is based on 

how much those entities spend year-

ly on space costs. 

Cass said the focus would be on 

“service-oriented” departments for 

phase one.

Walker said he was in favor of 

committing to the loan on Catcher’s 

recommendation touting her experi-

ence, which includes serving as act-

companies.

-

construction costs of the project could 

rise and said he also prefers the Na-

tion pay with its own money instead 

of borrowing it. Standing Bear also 

said the Congress should meet with 

the Executive Branch to discuss oth-

er projects on the horizon, which will 

require funding. 

Congresswoman Alice Buffalo-

head also questioned whether the 

construction costs would go up and 

said the Nation could spend the $10 

million on other projects including 

new senior centers and even a hos-

want to see our campus be beauti-

my job as helping to prioritize, and 

making our campus nicer and having 

pond and a willow tree out there for 

us to look at, is kind of at the bottom 

no,” she said.

Congressmen John Free, John Jech, 

Walker, Daniel Boone, Edwards and 

Red Corn. 

“No” votes came from Buffalohead, 

-

gee” Supernaw and Congresswoman 

the 6-6 tie with his “yes” vote.

According to the master plan, ON 

departments easily accessible in 

close proximity by Osages and visi-

tors will be built in phase one with 

the welcome center. The Nation’s po-

would also get new buildings. Other 

-

dian Affairs, roads and government 

branches will also receive new build-

ings.

January 21st is the deadline 
for all submissions for the 

February issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!



Osage Foundation’s Christmas Celebration a success
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

The Osage Nation Foundation 

it was a success. 

-

nitely had more people than expect-

ed,” said Bill Webb, Osage Nation 

Foundation executive director. “We 

-

tended.” 

Red Eagle and Osage Nation Con-

gress members were in attendance. 

As well as individuals involved in 

-

mentary, “Playground of the Native 
Son,” and “Wahzhazhe: An Osage 
Ballet.” 

“We were happy folks from the 

were able to attend since we support-

ed both projects with arts grants,” 

touch to the event.”  

The night also included a buffet 

dinner, a silent auction and a live 

performance from Ojibwe country 

artist, Crystal Shawanda. 

items that were donated from indi-

viduals and merchants such as the 

Cedar Chest and the Osage Casinos. 

-

kets, paintings, an all-expense paid 

clothes and a basketball autographed 

by the Tulsa Shock Women’s basket-

ball team. 

One of the main goals of the event 

was to raise money for the Osage 

Nation Foundation’s summer youth 

campus and cultural and arts pro-

grams. 

 “We are still trying to count up 

some of the numbers but we are go-

ing to be netting somewhere around 

$12,000 total for the event,” Webb 

said. “The $12,000 will fund two 

(camps/programs) for sure and pos-

sibly three, depending on the cost of 

them.”

The ON Foundation ended up 

making more than they initially 

thought they would especially since 

a few weeks ago not many people 

had purchased tickets to attend the 

event. 

“Overall we had a good turn out,” 

Webb said. “We got a lot of positive 

feedback and we are hoping to make 

this an annual event.”
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structure, migration and habitation 

– including the migration from the 

Chesapeake Bay to the Ohio River 

the Osage’s current locations.  

Jenilee Charley, a constituent 

presentation “very interesting” and 

said she didn’t get a chance to learn 

much about Osage history until she 

attended college and had the op-

portunity to do some research of 

her own. Charley has an interest to 

learn the language and more about 

the culture.

Following a lunch of both local 

-

pared by coordinators, door prizes 

and gift bags from the language de-

partment that included t-shirts and 

educational materials. Fundraising 

prizes also donated included a tradi-

tional Osage Roach.  

The afternoon presentations be-

gan with the representatives from 

the Language Department.  Lookout 

presented on the history of Osage 

about the way the language was 

-

ries of everyday life were told and in 

a humorous manner. “The language 

got our heart into it, the attitude we 

have,” said Lookout.

Carpenter gave updates on pro-

grams and resources of the language 

department. Carpenter said, “No 

critical danger, each student is vi-

tally important.” Carpenter hopes 

be future teachers of the Osage lan-

currently teaching Osage in the pub-

lic school system. 

As constituents began to ask ques-

tions the discussion evolved to focus 

-

tation. Currently the state of Okla-

homa has no valid way of certifying 

Native language teachers. Osage 

teachers are currently accredited 

through the Chief and are looking 

at other tribes as models. Constitu-

ents were told to be on the lookout 

for Oklahoma legislation being intro-

duced in 2013 by the State Depart-

ment of Education that will address 

-

guage teachers.  

During the discussion, ideas 

ranged from immersion schools to in-

centive programs for students in lan-

guage programs and long distance 

learning. Ultimately the growth of 

programs is based on funding. Con-

gressman Red Corn brought up one 

the outcome of language programs 

equal to measures of producing lan-

guage speakers? 

-

tions that arise when budgets are re-

viewed for programs,” Red Corn said.

Congressman Standing Bear add-

let us know what you think, it’s your 

money.”  

As of November, 200 students were 

enrolled in the language classes. 

-

dances include approximately 300 

male dancers, the arbors are crowd-

ed, Bighorse noted this was a good 

-

Bighorse went on to talk about the 

etiquette and responsibilities of com-

mittees. 

“The dances are built around fam-

ily, don’t add anything and don’t 

leave anything out” and “we must 

teach one another, teach our rela-

-

rently teaching about clothing, such 

as Osage belts, roach and moccasin 

making, and Skype classes may be in 

the future.

“The presentations were very in-

formative and an educational experi-

ence,” said Stefan Esterley, resident 

-

-

tion continue on culture and political 

branches.”  

Esterley’s son Connor Esterley 

Osage in one year from these meet-

Hand game and more
After the many presentations, the 

group participated in a few social 

activities, such as hand games and 

-

more from Arizona was asked to at-

sat as a drummer for the hand game 

and round dance.   

“The cultural presentations and 

hand games, made me feel good,” 

That sentiment was shared by Lily 

Eagle Elk, one of the youth present, 

“Attending and getting involved is 

educational, and it’s good.”  

Absentee ballots
The earlier electoral discussion 

–Continued from Page 2
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!ird ON Congress passes 10 bills,
resolutions during third special session
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

The Third Osage Nation Con-

gress wrapped its third special ses-

sion in three days with 10 bills and 

resolutions passed and one bill fail-

signed into law those pieces of legis-

lation passed by either majority or 

unanimous Congressional votes.

tribal investigations of the former 

Board activities and spending of vil-

lage revenue, the Congress passed a 

the newly-elected village board. The 

budget appropriations bill, ONCA 

13-07 sponsored by Congressional 

Speaker Raymond Red Corn, amends 

the Nation’s boards and commissions 

Red Corn introduced ONCA 13-07 

after public legal chatter and debate 

surrounding the village money start-

-

lage money was temporarily frozen 

by the Executive Branch. Congress-

woman Shannon Edwards recently 

Red Eagle raising issue on whether 

ever spent legally considering the 

Congress must approve all appropri-

ations and no appropriation bill has 

-

ka village board.

-

ceives its revenue through lease 

money coming from a portion of the 

-

-

tions approved by the Congress dur-

ing the Tzi-Zho Sessions.

passed ONCA 13-07, but a separate 

bill, also touching on village money 

distributed from gaming revenue 

failed to receive a majority vote that 

day. That bill (ONCA 12-109 also 

sponsored by Red Corn) received a 

tie with a “no” vote.

Regarding ONCA 13-07, Red Corn 

-

-

lage is going to have limited access to 

the money which they have coming 

under the present lease … There are 

some members of Congress and some 

members of the village board, which 

have expressed the desire to get to-

-

gressional governmental operations 

probably time after six years that we 

all sit down and have a conversation 

about the relationship between this 

government and the villages. This 

appropriation is meant to kind of be 

a bridge appropriation between now 

and the time when some of those is-

sues are resolved.”

-

horn, who is currently the govern-

mental operations committee chair, 

-

propriation to allow the new village 

board unlimited access to the funds 

for its bills and other expenditures. 

more talking on,” Whitehorn said. 

-

sue that Osage people didn’t take by 

the horns and totally walk its way 

through it and look at it so it’s an is-

sue that has to come up six years lat-

we didn’t take a hold of it right now 

and make it be a point of the people to 

decide how to put it in the appropri-

ate places where it needs to be put, 

how do we view our villages because 

our government but it belongs to the 

people who live there, is my view on 

it.”

ONCA 13-07 passed 12-0

According to ONCA 12-109 (Red 

Corn), the bill seeks to amend the 

Nation’s 2007 gaming law requiring 

all money due to the three villages 

lease or other obligation shall be re-

mitted to the Osage Nation Treasury 

for distribution according to Osage 

law or other applicable law.”

-

ing the Tzi-Zho Session after the 

became clear to him that language 

lease money was already included 

withdrawing the bill for that very 

colleagues and they said ‘you what? 

Just to have this clear on the outside 

chance that we need something like 

this in the future, let’s go ahead and 

pass it and have it in law.’”

Bear said he was concerned with the 

village money accounting issue but 

also expressed concern with ONCA 

12-109 and whether it was getting too 

like to offer a solution and work with 

all of you in trying to sponsor com-

stay out of their business as much as 

possible.”

Congresswoman Alice Buffalo-

head said, “there is a need for more 

accountability and checks and bal-

hopes that we can come to the table, 

get checks and balances in place and 

-

!ird ON
Congress
passes $2.6 
million capital 
contribution 
for Osage LLC
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

The Osage Limited Liabil-

ity Company is receiving $2.6 

million to fund its 2013 opera-

tions. The Third ON Congress 

approved an LLC capital con-

tribution bill during the third 

special session.

LLC representatives told 

Congress the entity planned to 

pursue government contract-

ing opportunities in making its 

case for a capital contribution. 

-

bution approved for the LLC 

board members appointed and 

Session in September.

contribution bill (ONCA 12-

112 sponsored by Congress-

woman Shannon Edwards) 

passed with a 9-3 vote and was 

Chief John Red Eagle the next 

copy of ONCA 12-112 in Sep-

tember seeking a $7 million 

capital contribution for the 

LLC, but the bill was tabled 

pending more budget informa-

tion requested by the Congress 

to consider the capital contri-

bution.

See CONGRESS PASSES 
$2.6 MILLION CAPITAL

CONTRIBUTION
—Continued  on Page 9



was continued and the issue of con-

tracting the company True Ballot, to 

distribute absentee ballot mailings 

was being questioned. A constituent 

stated it took 19 days for the ballots 

-

A second statement by a meeting 

attendee said that 602 absentee 

ballots were not returned and that 

one-third of the voting constituency 

the speculation that the ballots were 

sent out late. Congresswoman Ed-

wards responded and told the group 

that would be hard to determine as 

there were no postmarks on the bal-

lots and statistics are needed, but it 

would be looked into.  

-

home to vote in person,” said Jodie 

Revard, in which many in the room 

shared the sentiment about the ab-

sentee ballot process. 

Constituent, Stefan Esterley, stat-

ed he did not get his ballot till after 

-

ing not knowing what to do about 

the voting process. Congresswoman 

Whitehorn told Esterley, “Call us, 

the election code, it will always need 

improvement, no excuses, however 

after the problems being seen, ev-

erything will be looked at, no one 

is not saying there isn’t a problem 

-

ward,” said Congressman Red Corn. 

“We don’t get enough calls, we know 

there are problems, what we need 

from you, we need to hear those con-

structive criticisms.”

Constituent Staci Eagle Elk told 

new, government, leader roles, and 

constituent interaction. Forums like 

this will change all that, bringing 

culture and fellowship, bridging the 

gap both culturally and politically, 

thank-you for coming and hearing 

our feedback.” 

–Continued from Page 6
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-

Districting by region

discussion turned to re-districting as 

Congressman Red Corn introduced a 

proposed plan to constituents.

the conversation, a conversation that 

will go past the next election,” said 

Red Corn

meaning voting/political district, not 

in the cultural context,” referring to 

-

Congressman Standing Bear said, 

“Districts may be the wrong word to 

use, maybe we should call them re-

gions,” and told constituents, “best 

not ignore this issue, get your think-

ing in, might come to a vote in the 

future.” 

the proposed voting districts. Con-

stituent Jodie Revard commented, 

-

eryone look at the map.”

asked, “Will this be a vote by Con-

gress or the people?” Red Corn re-

to Congress to vote, then to the peo-

ple to vote.”

-

izona said, “voting protocols need to 

-

ing, or it’s premature.” 

about the ballot issues experienced 

by others, he received his ballot on 

time, but questioned congress about 

where was an investigation into 

those electoral issues. 

Re-districting plans were met with 

a mix response, “Re-districting, the 

pros and cons need to be presented, 

to see more, it’s going to be very rel-

idea of re-districting, you have to 

represent equally, no representation 

of the idea.” 

“There are no set rules on re-dis-

tricting, it will be up to individuals 

and their input,” said Red Corn, he 

presentation of the idea outside of 

his e-mail correspondence with about 

-

ing has been a constituent request 

over the years. When asked how his 

colleagues felt about the idea of re-

districting, Red Corn said, “There is 

healthy skepticism about the plan, 

it’s too early to tell.”
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Congressional commerce and eco-

nomic development committee on 

Dec. 3 to discuss the bill. The capital 

contribution amount was reduced to 

$2.6 million by the end of the meet-

ing with discussion topics which in-

cluded restricting a portion of the 

capital contribution for collateral to 

secure bonding for prospective con-

tracts and whether to give the capi-

tal contribution to the LLC as a loan. 

The commerce committee passed 

ONCA 12-112 onto the full Congress 

for a vote without designating the 

$2.6 million as a loan after questions 

were raised on whether the loan 

would be enforceable and who would 

be responsible in case of default. Also 

during the meeting the committee 

voted to amend the bill by restrict-

to secure bonding and shall remain 

in the Osage Nation Treasury until 

such bonding is required.”

required for most government con-

tracts and would be needed to stay 

competitive with other 8(a) entities 

also seeking contract jobs to make 

revenue. 

The $2.6 million LLC capital con-

tribution vote comes approximately 

eight months after a shake-up during 

board members resigned amid pres-

sure for change from some Congress 

members. At that time, the Congress 

did not consider an LLC capital con-

tribution as it did in years past to 

Nation revenue-generating opportu-

nities independent from gaming. 

the LLC survived a vote for Congress 

to dissolve the entity when a bill call-

losses and the number of Osages 

hired under the LLC entity were 

cited as a concern by Congressman 

when he introduced the LLC dis-

solution bill (ONCA 12-29). Former 

vote and current board members Da-

-

During the Dec. 3 committee meet-

ing, Stewart said the board instruct-

ed LLC management staff to review 

budgets of the company entities to 

determine projected spending based 

on successful and unsuccessful out-

comes. “So we believe this projection 

is in the target range within a plus 

or minus of 10 percent,” Stewart told 

the committee. 

LLC CEO Carol Leese said man-

agement developed key goals and 

objectives for accountability from 

each subsidiary and managers have 

signed off to help ensure those tar-

gets are reached. 

Regarding 8(a) contracting, Leese 

said the focus is to pursue gov-

ernment contracts with smaller 

the solicited jobs “in the government 

procurement arena (worth) $3 (mil-

-

ing capacity’s going to be lower for 

those,” Leese said.

Some LLC entities including 

Echota Technologies Corporation 

-

sue contracts with federal govern-

ment entities.

Created by a U.S. Congressional 

Act, the Small Business Adminis-

businesses subcontracts with the 

government. Entities targeted for 

-

their respective communities.

With regard to issuing the capital 

contribution as a loan, the discussion 

questioned who would be responsible 

for the loan in case of default. 

During the meeting, ON Attorney 

proposing the loan did not list col-

lateral or foreclosure process so he 

did not believe the loan would be en-

forceable. 

Congressional legal counsel Loyed 

be enforceable on the Osage LLC, it’s 

enforceable on the Chief, and the Ex-

ecutive Branch is required to put re-

strictions on the loan put into law … 

to put certain terms in the loan he’ll 

need to execute the loan with those 

-

able to pay the loan off at the end of 

long you make the term, then that is-

sue is one that will come back to this 

Congress on … ”

“Election Day,” quipped Edwards 

-

the future of the Osage LLC.”

Congresswoman Alice Buffalohead 

said she would support the loan idea 

but added she would like to see rules 

and consequences if the worse-case 

scenario occurs. She said the loan 

idea might be supported by Congress 

members critical of the LLC’s perfor-

mance. 

Red Corn said he worked on the 

substitute bill proposing the loan 

with one purpose: “That is to give the 

Osage LLC an opportunity to show 

that they can service this debt to the 

Nation and to show that the way that 

you planned this out is working.”

pursue 8(a) contract work without 

be hard to compete with other com-

panies able to offer the collateral. 

any new 8(a) contract awards at 

the meeting but the meeting comes 

-

8(a) contract.

According to a Sept. 28 announce-

-

ceived a contract from the federal 

-

phone system at the bureau’s Concho 

Agency.

After further discussion, the com-

merce committee did not consider 

the bill with the loan language but 

instead amended Edwards’ bill put-

-

lion to be used for securing bonding 

for government contracts. The bill’s 

capital contribution amount was also 

lowered to $2.6 million before the bill 

Before the Dec. 3 committee meet-

ing ended, Stewart shared thoughts 

on making and planning business 

decisions. 

on the best information you have go-

ing in,” said Stewart. “Now projec-

you’re probably looking at a three-

year projection at best but you have 

to push that on out to give you an 

idea of where you think you’re going 

to be. There is no contract that says 

it’s going to double but what you do 

-

lieve management has the ability to 

do it? Are other people doing it? And 

is this feasible?’ So you’re really look-

ing at two to three years if you really 

feel comfortable that you’re going to 

get there.”

Congressperson to address the 

-

garding the LLC, set into 2008 law 

been perfect in what we’ve done so 

lay at the hands of every one of us 

who have had a hand in creating 

this, trying to implement it, over-

seeing it or not, making decisions 

that might not have been optimal? 

-

ing to try and continue to make this 

work or are we going to abandon it? 

an endeavor, they tell you it’s going 

to take you three years to be able to 

tell whether you’re going to be able 

to make a go of the business or not. 

to be Boom! Right off the bat unless 

–Continued from Page 7
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which Cobell proved the United 

States government mismanaged Na-

tive American trust accounts since 

-

dent Barack Obama on Dec. 8, 2010. 

-

lion was set-aside for individuals 

and $1.9 billion was set-aside for a 

Trust Land Consolidation Fund. 

The majority of the estimated 

-

Arizona, Oklahoma, Nebraska, and 

less than $2,000. 

The settlement is non-taxable and 

will not affect eligibility for govern-

-

antrust.com. The Claims Resolution 

prohibits settlement awards from 

being treated as gross income or a 

resource. Any settlement recipient 

who gets taxed for settlement money 

-

enue Service to get a refund. This 

also includes the Osage Trust Case 

settlement of 2011.

Protect Native money
With Native Americans receiv-

ing the settlement, the National 

-

-

effort to raise awareness about fraud 

holders. 

your family and your communities, 

but we must all be aware of the po-

others may be a target for scams,” 

(Chickasaw). “Dishonest people 

know about the settlement and are 

you suspect a scam, you can contact 

-

tribe.” 

Native people to become educated 

and visit the organization’s site for 

more information at www.ncai.org/

protectnativemoney.

Cobell
The Cobell class action lawsuit 

period for appeals to the U.S. Su-

preme Court expired. The Supreme 

Court denied Kimberly Craven’s ap-

peal and the three other challengers 

dropped their appeals after Cobell 

attorneys offered to pay their legal 

fees.

the Cobell settlement agreement, 

clearing the way for reconciliation 

-

dent Barack Obama in a statement 

Nov. 26. “While Elouise Cobell, the 

named plaintiff in this case is no 

longer with us, her legacy will be a 

renewed commitment to our trust 

thank her for her honorable work, 

and also want to thank the leaders at 

-

tice and Treasury who helped reach 

this conclusion.”

The settlement fund also provides 

for a trust land consolidation pro-

gram that allows for the voluntary 

sale of individual land interests that 

have “fractionated,” or split among 

owners since the 1880s, according to 

a statement from the U.S. Depart-

“Fractionated land can have many 

owners – sometimes hundreds or 

more – diminishing the land’s value 

-

als to use the land for agriculture, 

business development, or housing 

-

cording to the statement.

Currently, there are more than 2.9 

million fractional interests owned by 

approximately 260,000 individuals, 

Also to be used with the fund is 

$60 million to provide scholarships 

for Native Americans to attend col-

lege or vocational schools.

For questions or concerns, contact 

Administrator by phone at 1-800-

961-6109, by email at info@indi-

!ird ON Congress votes to change 
Hun-Kah Session start date
By Benny Polacca 
Osage News

Session will commence one week lat-

-

ter the Third Osage Nation Congress 

unanimously passed a bill changing 

its start date.

During its third special session, 

the Congress unanimously passed 

Session start date from the third 

Congressman John Free, sponsor 

“As we know when we have session, 

a lot of people are involved besides 

Congress and staff, the Osage Na-

tion directors, casino people, boards 

and commissions, so it affects a lot 

of people and spring break can be a 

time where families get together and 

plan events or vacations or just to do 

things together so it just scoots the 

start date back a week to the last 

-

-

gressional session start date since 

the reformed government launched. 

The First ON Congress passed 

-

-

following the Labor Day holiday each 

September.

if major changes would be needed in 

the Osage Constitution to make the 

start date change for the sessions. 

According to the Constitution, the 

Congress “shall convene twice annu-

ally in regular session, so that six (6) 

months shall not intervene between 

the last sitting of the Congress and 

Free said he consulted with Con-

gressional legal counsel on the bill 

and said the change would be OK “as 

long as we’re within the six-month 

deadline.” 

The Constitution also states: “Reg-

ular sessions shall convene on such 

day and at such time as the Osage 

Nation Congress shall determine by 

law.” 

The Congress passed the bill with 

Red Eagle signed the bill into law on 

Dec. 6.

their week-long spring breaks dur-

18 in those cities.
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ure out a better solution and a better 

process.”

ONCA 12-109 failed with “no” 

votes from Congressmen John Jech, 

Bear, William “Kugee” Supernaw, 

“yes” were Congressmen RJ Walker, 

Daniel Boone, John Free, Red Corn, 

Buffalohead and Edwards.

-

after the former board chairman Joe 

-

ticipate in the audit. At issue is the 

village money accounting with more 

than $806,000 unaccounted for, ac-

-

sued in September. 

Other bills and resolutions votes 

during third special session

ONCA 13-01 (Edwards) – An 

act to amend the Nation’s merit-

based employment system law 

-

ployee and to clarify the roles of 

the human resources department 

and the employee protection 

council. Bill passed 10-2 with 

ONCA 13-04 (Free) – An act to 

ONCA 13-05 (Supernaw) – 

appropriation to the capital 

asset and improvement fund 

for land acquisition in Skia-

took. Bill passed 12-0.

ONCA 13-06 (Edwards) – An 

-

-

ering Fund Act” and changing 

eligibility requirements and 

fund amounts available annu-

ally. This act pertains to the 

regional gathering fund program 

where Osage organizations are 

eligible to apply and receive 

money to offset those meeting 

expenses. Bill passed 12-0.

ONCR 12-26 (Standing Bear) – 

A resolution to adopt the articles 

of operation for the limited liabil-

ity company, Osage Nation En-

ergy Services, LLC, to be formed 

under the Nation’s LLC act. Bill 

passed 9-3 with “no” votes from 

Boone, Jech and Whitehorn.

ONCR 12-29 (Edwards) – A 

resolution to request the place-

ment of fee lands into trust by the 

land parcels, referred to as the 

-

cels, are being requested for trust 

status for the purposes of gam-

ing activities. Bill passed 12-0.

ONCR 13-01 (Walker) – A reso-

Chief to borrow up to $10 mil-

lion for completion of phase one 

of the master campus plan. Bill 

-

ing the tie with a “yes” vote.

ONCR 13-02 (Edwards) – A 

resolution to request the place-

ment of fee lands into trust by the 

land parcels are referred to as 

the Tulsa Osage Casino. Resolu-

tion passed with a 12-0 vote.

Also during the special session 

Edwards introduced a resolution 

(ONCR 13-03) for the Congress to 

for the elected representatives, but 

withdrew it and the retirement plan 

issue was taken up by the Congres-

sional Affairs Committee. 

Edwards spoke with ON Treasur-

er Callie Catcher, a former Cherokee 

Nation Treasurer, about the issue 

and Catcher said a similar issue 

came up with the CN Tribal Council 

during her CN tenure. The council 

resolved the issue by setting up its 

separate from the CN executive 

branch’s, Catcher said.

Edwards spoke with Congressio-

nal legal counsel on the issue and 

said the Congressional Affairs com-

mittee has the authority to enter 

into contracts, which would include a 

a private company. The plan is open 

to Congress members interested in 

participating.

The Congressional Affairs com-

-

the Osage News requested a copy of 

the plan document approved.

According to ONCR 13-03, the 

plan “will not increase the compen-

in 2006 and is no greater than the 

and Assistant Chief, other retained 

and other wage earning Executive, 

Legislative and Judicial Branch em-

ployees.”



Osage dances in 86th Macy’s !anksgiving Day Parade
By Shannon Shaw Duty 
Osage News

Thanksgiving is an understatement.

The 17-year-old Osage performed 

-

ly 600 other all-star cheerleaders 

and dancers from across the country. 

But, at the end of the day, the one 

thing she still remembers from that 

experience was that her feet hurt. 

-

didn’t know anybody, but it was nice 

to meet new people, it was a good ex-

perience, it was fun.”

Spirit of America productions and 

took in the Big Apple with her moth-

Fi Davis and grandmother Karen 

Carter. 

a night practice, practiced almost 

performing,” she said.

as a 2011 State Champion, and has 

The all-star distinction comes from 

the Jeff and Craig’s Oklahoma Twist-

ers All-Stars cheerleading camp held 

in Norman, Okla., every summer.

When not practicing for the pa-

-

ers went on tours of the Big Apple. 

She saw the Statue of Liberty, the 

Empire State Building, she saw the 

Radio City Rockettes Christmas 

Spectacular and attended a Broad-

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

See OSAGE PARTICIPATES IN MACY’S 
THANKSGIVING PARADE
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Osage opens Bed-and-Breakfast west of Ochelata
B&B includes petting 
zoo, two ponds and 65 
acres; has side business 
for feed store
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

Nestled in the quiet hills of Osage 

County is an Osage-owned Bed-and-

Johnny “Jack” Smith (Osage) and 

“We both really like animals and 

with all this land we have, we want-

ed to do something with it,” Smith 

said. “So one day we just decided to 

start a bed and breakfast.” 

west of Ochelata and has plenty of 

activities for all ages. 

cats, a miniature pony, a talking par-

rot, a prairie dog and a llama named 

Joey. 

There are also two ponds visitors 

-

boat. The ponds are stocked full with 

Beavers can also be spotted in both 

ponds from time to time.

“When visitors stay they have free 

range of the property and can use 

have a movie night sometimes.” 

The Smiths have had six guests 

since the B&B opened. They haven’t 

had any Osage guests but welcome 

them to come and stay. 

“We have had guests but not as 

many as we would like,” Smith said. 

“But we haven’t done much advertis-

ing, just word of mouth.”

Day weekend and loved it. 

“The cost was very reasonable and 

they made breakfast for us,” she 

said. “They even had cookies made 

when we got there.”

from a friend on Facebook and de-

cided to make reservations. 

She said her daughter and her 

daughter’s friend had a fun time at 

the petting zoo. They also had fun 

“We had a lot of fun and we didn’t 

-

nitely want to go back.” 
Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News
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Osage presents Cherokee Nation with Dawes Era photo
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

Judy Barger has given the Chero-

kee Nation a piece of history that 

will be placed in the new Cherokee 

On Nov. 7, Barger (Osage/Chero-

kee) presented a restored photo of 

the Dawes Commission to the Chero-

Baker at the opening of the clinic. 

“They were tickled to death to get 

-

tion) deserved the photo,” Barger 

a part of history.”

One of Barger’s friends found the 

snapshot-size photo while she was 

rummaging through an old aban-

doned house. 

Barger said the photo was in a 

little paper frame and at the bottom 

it said, “Dawes Commission near Eu-

attention because Eucha is 13 miles 

west of Disney, Okla., where Barger 

is the current mayor. 

Barger became the mayor of Dis-

ney in 2010 and was just re-elected 

years in Kansas City. She was the 

division. She also owns and operates 

husband, Chip. 

Written on the back of the photo 

was “1902” but Barger believes it 

was taken earlier than that. 

giving it to you,’” Barger said. 

Barger graciously accepted the 

photo and stored it for a few years. 

Then, last summer she decided to 

have some old pictures of her Osage 

relatives restored and decided to 

have the snapshot restored as well. 

Barger’s great-grandparents are 

-

(Osage) and John Oglesby (Chero-

kee)

(Osage/Cherokee) and her mother is 

-

and it took them months for them to 

restore the snapshot,” she said. “But 

they cleaned it up (the photo had 

some mold on it), enlarged it and 

made two copies on 20x16 canvases.” 

Barger made two canvases so she 

could have one of her own to hang in 

her home. She also kept the original 

photo, which she plans to pass down 

to her family. 

At the opening of the clinic she 

was surprised that so many people 

attended. 

showed up for the opening,” she said. 

Barger was overjoyed to give the 

canvas to the Cherokee Nation and 

knows the Dawes Era wasn’t a hap-

py time, but it is still an important 

part of history. 

-

ical Society website, the Dawes Com-

mission operated roughly between 

which began as a diplomatic mission 

to convince tribal leaders that allot-

ment of their lands would be good for 

them, turned into a “judicial tribu-

nal” when tribal leaders did not want 

to allot. The commission was granted 

more power from various acts by the 

United States Congress to determine 

who would be on the rolls of what 

is now known as the Five Civilized 

Tribes. The enrollment process was 

Along with establishing tribal 

enrollment, the commission was 

responsible for the allotment of 

Courtesy Photo



CASA Birdhouse Auction has low turnout
Forty-"ve birdhouses 
auctioned raised  
approximately $4,700
By Shannon Shaw Duty 
Osage News

when a group is having a birdhouse 

auction to raise money for abused 

and neglected Native American chil-

dren and there are more birdhouses 

than bidders.

-

at their annual Birdhouse Auction 

Church. The fundraiser was to raise 

-

-

ployees. The rest of the operating 

for by a grant. 

birdhouses and other items. About 

-

ity with CASA.

talking about,” said Jim Taylor to 

the attendees about the low turnout, 

a local auctioneer who volunteered 

to me, not to have a crowd for a ben-

with volunteers serving at-risk chil-

and Osage counties. Started in 2009, 

takes on court cases in state and 

tribal courts with the CASA program 

now available in the Osage Nation 

Trial Court.

There are 11 CASA volunteers in 

Osage County with six of them be-

ing Osage citizens. The volunteers 

are assigned to abused and neglect-

ed Native American children in the 

Osage County or Osage Tribal Court 

system and they monitor their living 

situation, school activity, and gen-

eral well-being and report directly to 

the judge handling the child’s case.

-

-

nee/Osage CASA Advisory Board 

Nation trial judge. She said the writ-

ten reports and recommendations 

made by CASA volunteers made a 

difference in the cases she heard in-

volving children.

Birdhouses

CASA director, said that prior to 

the start of the auction the Osage 

Nation Executive Branch donated 

-

donated $1,000. 

-

was unable to make the auction after 

breaking one of her legs in six places. 

birdhouses for the event.

Taylor set a minimum bid of $20 

for the birdhouses, so as not to “of-

fend” any of the artists that donated 

Photo by Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

-

Photo by Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

-
See CASA BIRDHOUSE AUCTION

—Continued  on Page 23







Filming complete for docudrama about Hominy Indians team
By Shannon Shaw Duty 
Osage News

Playground of the Native Son has 

wrapped and producer Celia Xavier 

-

ished by June of 2013. 

months,” Xavier said at the Osage 

Nation Foundation Christmas Cel-

crew were invited. Director of the 

Xavier’s comment and said jokingly, 

“Eight months.”

-

area Natives. Xavier also wrote the 

about the Osage Reign of Terror. 

Nash directed the 2010 documentary 

Climate Refugees -

ing mass migrations caused by the 

changing climate, according to the 

According to the documentary 

Web site, the docudrama is based 

-

dians professional football team and 

their 28-game winning streak. The 

-

group of young Native athletes from 

made up of players that played for 

-

sity in Lawrence, Kans., the team’s 

Osages played on the team, which 

was formed in 1923.

never being beaten – or tied with 

– even though they had played in 

football games all over the country, 

especially the East Coast, according 

to an article by Arthur Shoemaker in 

1992. The National Football Cham-

-

after Christmas to play the famous 

their national title against the New 

in front of reportedly 2,000 fans, and 

Urban legends still abound on the 

passed from one Osage to another 

that said player John Levi could 

dropkick the football, which was 

round and heavier than today’s foot-

the goal posts back and forth and 

pass the ball 100 yards. Another 

went on to play baseball for the St. 

Louis Cardinals, and it’s rumored 

that Jim Thorpe, voted one of the 

best athletes in American history, 

played on the team for a couple of 

years.

was initially called Blood Battle in 

July of 2012 when it was awarded 

arts matching grant before being re-

named Playground of the Native Son. 

contact the Osage Nation Founda-

-

able to “Osage Nation Foundation.” 

-

76092.

The Osage Nation Foundation is 

to promote the continued develop-

ment of the Osage Reservation and 

Osage Nation. All contributions are 

tax deductible. 

Hominy Indians Memorial
The Nation has talked about a me-

since 2009. 

Cultural Center, many descendants 

Courtesy Photo/Hominy Heritage Association

-

Courtesy Photo/Playground of the Native Son



Kipp’s descendants. Kipp was a 

that her mother and father met while 

Photo by Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Playground of the 
Native Son

he was on the team and her mother 

always looked forward to watching 

her father play. She said that they 

a long time but have since lost it. 

at the time. She said that she would 

love to see a memorial built to the 

team, but she wanted it to be built 

Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center said 

the cultural center is working on a 

historical marker to be placed in the 

the works and he plans to present 

his plan to the Third Osage Nation 

Congress for funding and approval. 

-

torical marker in 2013.

To see more photos from the set 

of Playground of the Native Son, 

visit the Osage News Flickr page at  

Photo by Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

Playground of the Native 
Son

-

-
-
-





Collins especially liked the sun-

sets and overall scenery. She said 

the Smiths are wonderful people and 

were really good hosts. 

Smith is descended from the Strike 

-

for 20 years working in the music 

management industry. 

his wife, a few years ago and decided 

to move back to Oklahoma.  

love,” he said. “We got married a 

year ago August and decided to start 

this funny farm.”

They came up with the name 

And there are a lot of stones on their 

-

stone” was created. 

-

ville while Smith wears many hats. 

couple local music artists and runs 

the B&B. 

They are planning on having their 

own feed store as well and becoming 

Photo by Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan/Osage News

a dealer for the surrounding areas 

especially Bartlesville. 

“The feed store will have food for 

dogs, horses, sheep, goats and have 

pretty much everything you need for 

your animals,” Smith said. 

Smith also wants to expand the 

B&B which currently only has one 

on building a lodge with six to eight 

guest rooms and six cabins. 

“Our goal is to have a resort where 

said. 

Smith also hopes that the lodge 

can be a place for people to have wed-

dings, parties and meetings.

“We’d like to make the Bed-and-

Breakfast so big we can make it a 

full-time job,” he said. 

-

stone Bed-and-Breakfast you can 

their website at http://moonstonebe-

They also have special discounts 

from time to time on their Facebook 

page at http://www.facebook.com/
moonstone.acres.

–Continued from Page 13



-

Cherokee, Chickisaw, Choctaw, Creek and Seminole to this day.

“The Dawes Commission established the way in which we determine 

citizenship in the Cherokee Nation, so this photo has a tremendous 

-

tant photo. The tribe has many historical photos displayed throughout 

Courtesy Photo/Judy Barger

–Continued from Page 14

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News 

-
-

Books Are Really Keen program 
coming back to Pawhuska Library
Osage News

-

-

ies, juice and sing-alongs.

San Antonio Osages Kendall Chapman-Ryan, 13, and her father Jim Ryan 

Their “Winter Read-A-Long” program will also visit the Kaw Nation Li-

The reading program was created by Kendall to encourage beginning read-

ers, according to Jim Ryan. 

“This program is for beginning readers and ‘want to be’ readers,” said 

attends will be able to choose some free books and have some fun with music, 

singing and games.”

The program is intended for children 7 years old and under. All are welcome.

successful turnout for their reading program. Several local Osage youth and 

their parents attended the event and each child left with several books. 

let attendees take them home free of charge. Books included Clifford the Big 

-

This will be the third BARK event for area youth.

jimr812@peoplepc.com.

Letters to the Editor 

email sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and informa-

tive to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.
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well when he started out.”

Edwards then said: “We’ve been told that we’re going to look at another 

year, this is what it’s going to take to operate for another year and at the end 

we have another chance to assess in September.”

and Red Corn.

“No” votes came from Standing Bear, Congressman William “Kugee” Su-

pernaw and Whitehorn.

2008. The last capital contribution was approved by the Second ON Con-

January 21st is the deadline 
for all submissions for the 

February issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

Anita Fields, Ryan Red Corn and 

others.  

Osage County Judge Stuart Tate 

was one of the big bidders of the 

night as well as Osage Nation Su-

Drent, Osage tribal member LeeAnn 

Ammons, owner of The Cedar Chest 

shop Danette Daniels and CASA vol-

unteer Rick Luttrell (who often do-

nated back the birdhouses he won for 

re-bid). 

California was child welfare and my 

husband is a CASA volunteer, so 

it’s a cause very dear to our hearts,” 

with all of you to get the word out 

there about the good work done by 

-

cated to this organization and the 

Osage Nation Court is dedicated.”

According to Norris, 60 percent of 

cases heard in Osage County court 

involve Osages. To prepare for state 

and tribal cases, CASA volunteers 

not only complete 30 hours of re-

quired training, they also have 10 

additional training hours on Osage 

customs.

-

ed States that cross-trains CASA 

volunteers for both tribal and state 

state court but moves to tribal court, 

the CASA volunteer stays on the 

case and vice versa if a tribal case 

transfers to state court jurisdiction. 

The CASA volunteer would keep 

a constant presence in transferred 

cases because state social workers 

handling cases transferred to tribal 

courts cannot follow the cases once 

they leave the jurisdiction, Norris 

said.

Despite the low turnout Taylor 

outcome.

because this auction is going a lot 

-

ees. “There’s a very giving spirit here 

tonight.”

Photo by Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

way musical. She wasn’t too wild about the all of the diverse food but watch-

night before was an experience, “that was cool.” 

The morning of the parade they had one more practice and then they had 

a long wait before the parade actually started. Where she was positioned, 

she was in the middle of the other dancers in her group and she couldn’t see 

anything around her. 

performed with us,” she said. 

was recently named Buck Queen, a special distinction for the school’s year-

book. Nominated by her senior class, she was voted the winner by the entire 

high school. 

She still plans to pursue higher education and play softball at a small uni-

versity. She hopes to receive a scholarship and study nursing upon gradua-

tion. 

is “grateful,” and says that she would do it all over again.



Osage Peace Corps volunteer works
to prevent AIDS and HIV in Africa
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

-

na, an Osage is helping with the epi-

teaching villagers how to grow gar-

dens in their back yards. 

Corps volunteer who was sent to Ka-

lamare, Botswana in April 2011 for 

two years as a Community Capacity 

Builder in a small clinic. She mainly 

education within the clinic, village 

communities and non-governmental 

organizations in Kalamare. 

Birkhead is trying everything she 

possibly can to help the 2,339 villag-

ers in Kalamare. 

food handling, gardening and nutri-

Birkhead said. “Botswana has a 

food security problem plus it is very 

-

cause the immune system is severely 

challenged because people lack re-

sources.”

Birkhead spends a great deal of 

time encouraging villagers to estab-

lish backyard gardens. 

own plus a composting system,” she 

-

and seedlings with those interested 

in gardening.” 

Birkhead has always wanted to 

-

tablished it with help from his broth-

er-in-law, R. Sargent Shriver. She 

said she knew she wanted to have 

the experience some day. 

young but life got in the way,” she 

said. “But when the job market lulled 

-

cided it was a good time to apply for 

Birkhead admits that Africa 

but it was somewhere she had want-

ed to visit for many years. 

had been on a wonderful trip to rural 

province in China accompanying my 

-

to Africa.”

She has now been in Africa for a 

months were spent in training before 

she went to Kalamare, where she 

has been for a year and six months.  

Birkhead has had to make some 

adjustments living in Kalamare es-

language spoken. The small village 

has no banks, grocery stores and 

shops. She has to travel to the next 

town by bus or combi (a van which 

travels within and between small 

villages) to do her shopping. She 

then has to carry her groceries and 

other items back to Kalamare in a 

backpack. 

She is fortunate to live in a house 

with plumbing and an indoor toi-

goes off and on. Recently, Birkhead 

said she didn’t have water for three 

weeks. Also, when it storms the elec-

tricity can go off for several hours. 

Despite all the challenges she has 

to face, Birkhead keeps a positive 

outlook on things. 

and learning about the culture and 

making friends here,” she said. 

Also, she has been able to travel 

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy PhotoSee OSAGE PEACE CORP VOLUNTEER
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Interactive website brings 
technology to Osage oil 
By Shannon Shaw Duty 
Osage News

Researching oil production in the 

Osage just got a lot easier. 

A interactive website, built by 

the Nation’s Environmental Re-

source department has compiled and 

mapped out nearly every oil well in 

take weeks, sometimes months, to 

-

fairs can now be obtained at the click 

of a mouse.  

-

cess and a lot of hard work,” said Da-

“The site shows where all the wells 

are since the late 1800s, since the be-

ginning.”

The website, http://oag.osagetribe.

org/osageonline/, allows oil produc-

ers to view any plot in the Osage and 

note the well’s production history, 

as well as the companies that have 

leased the plot, when the well was 

drilled and who is currently working 

on it, and what type of well it was or 

is. The mapping system on the site 

allows users to see maps of well loca-

tions, roads, ownership boundaries, 

rivers and streams with historical 

data. 

To date, about 60,000 well records 

are accessible on the site, of which 

dating back to “inception of explora-

tion on the reservation,” according to 

West. 

including the ENR department, the 

and oil and gas operators working on 

the Osage reservation,” West said. 

The website went live Aug. 29.

The work for the website began 

when the Nation contracted with 

Coordinate Solutions to create a 

database that could show the natu-

ral resources of the reservation and 

-

agement System. A former database 

system was being maintained by the 

University of Oklahoma but after 

Photo by Shannon Shaw Duty/Osage News

-

DECEMBER
Dec. 31

Osage Community New Year’s 
Eve Celebration & Blessing

6 p.m. – 1 a.m.

JANUARY
Jan. 9 

Osage Nation  
Gaming Enterprise Board
Osage Casinos  

10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Tulsa, OK

Jan. 21 

Osage News Deadline for 
February issue submissions
Osage News

619 Kihekah

FEBRUARY
Feb. 18 

Osage News Deadline for 
March issue submissions
Osage News

619 Kihekah

MARCH
March 18 

Osage News Deadline for 
April issue submissions
Osage News

619 Kihekah

APRIL
April 15 

Osage News Deadline for 
May issue submissions
Osage News

619 Kihekah

MAY
May 20

Osage News Deadline for 
June issue submissions
Osage News

619 Kihekah

JUNE
June 17

Osage News Deadline for 
July issue submissions
Osage News

619 Kihekah

JULY
July 15

Osage News Deadline for 
August issue submissions
Osage News

619 Kihekah

AUGUST
Aug. 19

Osage News Deadline for 
September issue submissions
Osage News

619 Kihekah

information to the Osage News, 

Attn.: Shannon Shaw, 619 Ki-

email sshaw@osagenews.org, 

sure to include event date, loca-

tion, email and Web address (if 

applicable) and a phone number 

where someone can be contact-

ed for validation if necessary. 

Deadline for the February 2013 

issue is January 21, 2013.

Save the Date!
–Local Events Calendar



Awardees for Community 
Challenge Grants announced
Osage News

Seven community organizations 

received the Osage Nation Commu-

organizations within Osage County. 

The projects include:

stadium to include handicap ac-

cessible bathrooms, a concession 

stand and a new sound system.  

new playground equipment for 

the Early Childhood Center.  

Kah-Wah-C Country Club, 

install a new water sys-

tem for the golf course.  

-

new plumbing, new lockers, 

and a new drywall for the 

playground   equipment. 

Town of Skiatook, awarded 

sports complex building.  

Wynona Summer League, 

awarded $2,100 for im-

is a matching grant encouraging 

the development of facilities located 

within the physical boundaries of 

the Osage Nation for use by Osage 

Reservation youth to promote an ac-

tive lifestyle, to prevent diabetes and 

other diseases, and to support the 

growth of communities within the 

Osage Nation, according to a pre-

pared release.

To be eligible for the grant, ap-

plicants must be located within the 

physical boundaries of the Osage 

Nation, which includes the commu-

-

community governments, communi-

ty foundations, or recognized and es-

tablished community organizations 

must submit the applications.

For more information contact Ly-

to several other African countries 

including South Africa, Zimbabwe, 

Namibia. 

She visited Cape Town, Robben 

She has seen elephants, giraffes, 

crocodiles, antelope, zebras, impalas, 

wildebeests and hippopotamuses. 

(Oct. 6) in Kasane, Botswana in 

watching elephants and giraffe’s 

drink from a favorite watering hole,” 

she said. 

Birkhead’s great-grandfather was 

Joseph Revard (Osage) and great-

grandmother was Susan Langley Er-

Emeline Revard (Osage) and grand-

(Osage) and her father is William 

She grew up in Shawnee and had 

three older siblings. She has spent 

most of her professional career in the 

Neighbor for Neighbor in Tulsa, 

start-up of the Tulsa Community 

Food Bank. 

come in handy for various projects 

she has worked on during her time 

in Botswana. She has helped with a 

pen pal project between a primary 

school in America and the Kalamare 

Kalamare Development Committee 

apply for funds to build a water bore-

-

She has established a craft group 

for women to learn, teach and cre-

ate traditional crafts as well as new 

crafts. She is teaching the Alcohol 

and Substance Abuse Counselor to 

utilize the computer to streamline 

and a brochure. 

She is also helping to improve the 

library and teaching people how to 

use a computer. She has established 

an art exchange project with Kala-

over the world. 

Lastly, it was brought to Birk-

head’s attention that there were sev-

eral disabled children in Kalamare 

and other nearby villages. She has 

been able to get donations of wheel-

chairs and walkers for those in need. 

“The disabled are mostly ignored 

and discarded,” Birkhead said. “So 

-

unteers are attempting to collect in-

formation regarding all the disabled 

and providing a comprehensive data 

base to the government of Botswana 

in hopes of increased recognition and 

services.”

Birkhead’s cousin Linda Knox 

(Osage) applauds Birkhead for ev-

erything she is doing in Africa. Also, 

Knox is not surprise that Birkhead 

wears so many hats. 

“She rises to the challenges hand-

for being so courageous to go off to a 

remote area of Africa to be a volun-

teer.”

Knox talks to Birkhead periodi-

cally either by email or phone. Knox 

said she keeps Birkhead up to date 

on what is going on in America while 

Birkhead tells Knox all the interest-

ing things she is learning. 

things she has seen that you normal-

ly wouldn’t in America,” Knox said. 

Furthermore, in Botswana there 

are many sections of people that call 

themselves tribes. Birkhead started 

thinking about her own Osage heri-

tage and shared with a few villag-

ers that she is a member of a Native 

American tribe. 

if an Osage had ever served in the 

a little research.”

A couple of Birkhead’s relatives 

asked around and no one could name 

Corps volunteer. 

-

leased this statement to the Osage 

News:  

“At this time, we (the Osage Tribal 

historical records of other Osage 

Lou Brock, senior researcher for the 

Native Americans serving

30, 2012 there were nine Native 

Americans serving as volunteers, ac-

-

tive.  

-

ence and inspire other Osages to join 

-

teers,” she said. 

–Continued from Page 24



Osage Sports
Undefeated Osage MMA "ghter goes professional 
By Jacelle Ramon-Sauberan 
Osage News

wrestler Chance Rencountre is tak-

Zha-Zhi name out there.” 

When the Osage News last wrote a 

story on Rencountre in February, he 

was barely getting his feet wet in the 

time in California training with 

some of the best Ultimate Fighting 

Championship (UFC) Fighters.  

This past summer, he raised 

enough money with help from his 

aunt and the Osage Nation Execu-

tive Branch to return to California 

-

ka, felt that the major reason he 

was because people didn’t know him. 

-

Kansas.”

-

tial arts gym where he trains other 

athletes who have strong wrestling 

backgrounds, like Rencountre. 

Rencountre graduated from 

-

-

Academic National Champion and 

the Wrestling All-American 2008, 

the only Native American to do so.

to school on a wrestling scholarship 

Athletic Association.

After some legal troubles resulted 

from defending a friend he left school 

-

ple credits shy of completing his de-

gree and will do so when the time is 

right, he said. 

Going pro
After receiving help from Chad 

have been in Kansas and he is cur-

rently 8-0. 

made it to all but one of her brother’s 

-

ways going to support him,” she said. 

Alexis admits that she always gets 

but then she gets an adrenaline rush 

“Who would of thought a little boy 

far – it is amazing,” she said. 

Alexis has watched her brother 

-

his athletic career. 

Rencountre currently holds two 

-

weight Title at the Battle @ the Fort 

On Nov. 10, he won the Titan 

Tournament of Champions 2 in Kan-

Courtesy Photo/GG Hot Shots Photography

See OSAGE MMA FIGHTER GOES PRO
—Continued  on Page 28



Happy Birthday!

you have a wonderful day!

out of Tulsa.

maternal grandparent are Bill D. 

are Robert L. Rulo, Sr. and Theresa 

Butcher. 

with a bright future who is loved 

tremendously, happy birthday. Love 

Births and Announcements

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Lydia Che-

shewalla. She graduated from the 

University of Oklahoma with a Bach-

elor of Fine Arts in Art. Thank you 

to the Osage Nation Department of 

Education for all of their assistance 

through scholarships and internship.

-

tured his hand. 

Rencountre was fortunate 

enough that he didn’t have to have 

cast for three weeks. 

Nebraska to spend time with his 

girlfriend and on Dec. 8 they wel-

comed a baby girl into the world. 

What’s Next? 
Rencountre plans to give Califor-

nia another shot. 

-

sional competition is, which is Cali-

bull by the horns and go for it.” 

Rencountre said his coaches have 

been awesome and he has trained 

with some really good people. 

kids my experience level haven’t 

would at a small gym,” he said.  

Things have gone a lot better 

than Rencountre had hoped and 

doesn’t want to let anyone down 

since so many believe in him.  

name for myself and making every-

one proud.”

Rencountre is the son of Connie 

-

Facebook at http://www.facebook.

com/chancerencountremma or  

http://goo.gl/ok50i.

Courtesy Photo/GG Hot Shots Photography

–Continued from Page 27

2013 Health Bene"t 
Card applications
now available
Osage News

Applications and re-enrollment 

now available. 

program covers purchases for items 

considers tax-deductible medical ex-

penses.

-

ent Services Website at http://www.
osagetribe.com/constituentservices 

and download either form. For more 

information the Constituent Servic-

A complete list of eligible medical 

expenses is also available at the Con-

stituent Services Web site.

–Continued from Page 25

years ago, the ENR took up the task that included maintaining the data-

The risk based data management system is used by several states when 

managing oil and gas well data, West said. The system is also used by 

user-friendly system. 

The website is on the Nation’s server and can also be found by going to 

osagetribe.com and clicking on the Environmental and Natural Resources 

free and maintained by the ENR department. 

West said he is always available to help with the site and can be reached 

All the News!

osagenews.org





Letters to the Editor 

email sshaw@osagetribe.org. Letters must be respectful and informa-

tive to the reader, and may be edited for grammar, clarity and space.

Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

within 30 days

-

completed

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator

Obituaries
Sidney W. Wilson

US Army Retired), of North Little 

Rock, Ark., passed away Thursday 

Sid was born Dec. 2, 1927, the son 

of Sidney and Florence Wilson of 

-

tended Oklahoma State University, 

Science degree in Criminal Justice 

from San Jose State University in 

California. 

-

-

ergy).

-

-

in the United States Navy and the 

City Fire Department and achieved 

the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy 

Scouts of America. 

and Osage Nations in Oklahoma.

Sid was very active in local issues 

closed to his heart. Earning his pi-

lot’s license in 1987, Sid became ac-

tive in the Arkansas Civil Air patrol 

and reached the rank of Colonel as 

the organization’s Arkansas Wing 

educate the children and people of 

Arkansas brought him to a seat on 

the board of the Arkansas Aerospace 

Education Center. 

Sid was an active member of the 

Cathedral of St. Andrew in down-

-

Rock, Ark., and Kevin A. Wilson 

(Jennifer) of Rogers, Ark., daughters 

Cheryl Ann Wilson of Albuquerque, 

and Scott Westerman as being part 

of this family.

grandchildren: Sean Wilson, Shan-

non (Brian) Tighe, Rusty (Krystal) 

-

drey Wilson and Nina Kalytiak, and 

was blessed with six great-grandchil-

dren: Tyler Rhoads, Brennan Tighe, 

and Journey Wilson. 

-

her children. 

Sid had many other relatives and 

friends he cherished deeply, espe-

cially his good friend Jim Thomey, 

for whom he will be waiting for at 

his country.



Without Reservations
No to gay marriage

except for having seen three letters 

supporting gay marriage.

marriage. And anyone who knows 

-

encouraged to have lovers of the 

was to a woman, apparently for the 

Renault’s “The Last of the Wine.”)
-

gether, or have a “wedding” ceremony 

 

to strongly disagree with their “theo-

ries” about people not being born 

gay, thus the sin.

Legalized gay marriage will cause 

upheaval in the structure of our so-

ciety.

have brainwashed the masses with 

their politically correct evil mad-

-

erate this evil world much longer.

–Loretta Grof
Pawhuska, OK

Spend, spend and spend; 
then borrow and spend 

One realizes how old and cynical 

he or she has become when we see 

our children tend to make the same 

mistakes their elders have made for 

so many years. As Americans we 

Opinion
Letters to the Editor

have watched for years, as the Unit-

ed States Congress has spent and 

borrowed against our future.

We are now at a point where no 

one living will ever see our National 

Debt paid down to the level of just 20 

years ago. The U.S. Congress always 

has a new cause or project that re-

quires great sums of money that can 

Congress sees themselves as ap-

pointed to spend all the income and 

more (which will be borrowed) doing 

multiple good works.

Now, it’s our Osage Congress see-

ing a giant Treasury that must be 

spent doing good works. First, we 

should borrow…$27 million here 

and $10 million there. We won’t raid 

the Treasury…just yet. But at some 

point when our need to do good works 

and good projects has multiplied and 

multiplied…we may look back and 

remember when our income exceed-

ed our will to spend and a surplus 

was on hand.  

Our appointed and experienced 

Treasurer has the information to 

supply good forecasting and should 

reassure the Nation what we do now 

is within our limits of good judg-

ment. Our Congress was evenly di-

vided on this latest gambit and that 

good idea, why don’t we just spend 

the Treasury?

-

vinced that the young have more 

they become elderly themselves.

–John Hutchison
Overland Park, KS

Want the scoop on all the news? More photos and video?
www.osagenews.org




