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Red Eagle and Big Horse new Chief and Assistant Chief
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News

John Red Eagle was stunned 
when they announced the run-
off election results at 10:37 p.m. 
July 19. He was the winner after a 
long and expensive campaign to be 
the Osage Nation’s next Principal 
Chief. 

“[My family] was all excited, they 
was more excited than I was,” Red 
Eagle said. “I was kind of stunned.”

Red Eagle won the majority vote 
in the July 19 runoff election, re-
ceiving a total of 1,345 votes, with 
803 of those coming from out-of-
state Osages. Red Eagle, who de-
feated his opponent Tim Tall Chief, 
is the nation’s fi rst full-blooded 
Osage chief since Chief Paul Pitts, 
who was principal chief from 1954 
to 1970 when he died in offi ce. Fol-
lowing Pitts was Chief Sylvester 
Tinker, 1970 to 1982; Chief George 
Tall Chief, who was Tim Tall 
Chief’s father, Red Eagle’s oppo-
nent, 1982 to 1990; Chief Charles 
Tillman, 1990 to 2002 and then 
Chief Jim Gray, 2002 to 2010.

Red Eagle, who was still in cam-

paign mode for the week after the 
election and was going to begin fo-
cusing on the transition, said that 
he’s ready to get to work and will 
name his administration Aug. 4, 
the day of his inauguration. The 
Osage News will have a full report 
on Red Eagle’s new administration 

online at osagenews.org after the 
Aug. 4 inauguration. 

Newly-elect Assistant Principal 
Chief Scott BigHorse, who was 
successful against his opponent 
Amanda Proctor, received 1,215 to 
Proctor’s 1,122. BigHorse could not 
be reached for comment before the 

Osage News went to 
press.

“The entire pro-
cess was a wonder-
ful experience, I’m 
very please we did 
it and ran the cam-
paign that we ran,” 
Tall Chief said. “I 
hope that our new 
administration has 
tremendous success 
for the nation.”

Deadline extension 
to appeal Nation’s 
reservation status 
case granted
Th e Nation has until Oct. 
22 to fi le appeal to the
U.S. Supreme Court
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The United States Supreme 
Court has extended the deadline 
from August to October for the 
Osage Nation to fi le an appeal in 
the reservation status case.

The Nation now has until Oct. 
22 to fi le an appeal of its lawsuit 
against the Oklahoma state Tax 
Commission in which the ques-
tion of whether the Osage Nation 
Reservation exists is at issue. If 
the case’s ultimate outcome de-
termines the reservation does not 
exist, then the operations of three 
Osage Million Dollar Elm casinos 

Proctor was refl ective on her 
campaign, a campaign she almost 
won. The assistant principal chief 
race was decided by a mere 93 
votes.

“I wish to thank everyone who 

 Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

Newly elected Osage Nation Principal Chief John Red Eagle, left, and Scott BigHorse 
poses for the Osage News after the July 19 Runoff  Election results were announced
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Newly elected Osage Nation Principal Chief John Red Eagle hugs his brother Con-
gressman Eddy Red Eagle Jr. after learning he won the July 19 Runoff  Election.

voted for me and who otherwise 
participated in this important pro-
cess. Although I was disappointed, 
I choose not to let any grass grow 
under my feet,” Proctor wrote on 
osageshareholders.org the day af-
ter the runoff election. After the 
results were announced she drove 
to Wichita, Kans., to catch a 6:30 
a.m. fl ight to Seattle. 

“I am here in Seattle with a trib-
al delegation developing the new 
rules that will govern housing pro-
grams throughout Indian country,” 
Proctor said. “I was torn about 
abandoning the many tribes I work 
with, and I will continue to help 
those tribes effect positive change 
for their members through social 
and economic development.”

Election Day
On Election Day for the runoff 

election July 19, newly-elect Osage 
Nation Congressman Daniel Boone 
joined around 40 people at Red 
Eagle’s campaign camp to listen to 
some blues from a local band and 
feast on hot dogs, baked beans, po-
tato salad and chips. 

Boone thought the runoff Elec-
tion Day had a good turnout and 
there was a lot of support for all 
the candidates.

On election night, Election Board 
Supervisor Lisa Otipoby said that 
at 8 p.m. the absentee ballot sig-
natures were still being certifi ed 
and the count was approximately 
1,400, with the in-person voting at 
around 946, lower than the general 
election on June 7. For the June 7 
general election the absentee bal-
lots totaled 1,370 and the in-person 
vote was 1,258. 

“It’s been slow through the af-
ternoon,” Otipoby said July 19. 
“I’m hoping it will pick up after 7 
p.m. This time during the general 
election [June 7] we already had 
people sitting in their lawn chairs 
[waiting for the results].”

The heat may have been a factor 
that drove some Osages away from 
the poll. At 8 p.m. on Election Day 

New Officials
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the National Weather Service Web 

site forecast for Pawhuska was 91 

degrees with a heat index of 103 

degrees. Earlier in the day the heat 

index reached 115 degrees.

Here are the runoff election re-

sults:

 

Principal Chief 

John Red Eagle – 1,345

In-person – 542

Absentee – 803

Tim Tall Chief – 1,006

In-person – 402

Absentee – 604

Assistant Principal Chief

Scott BigHorse – 1,215

In-person – 589

Absentee – 626

Amanda Proctor – 1,122

In-person – 350

Absentee – 772

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News 

(L to R) Newly elected Assistant Principal Chief Scott BigHorse and newly elected John 
Red Eagle share some words with each other after the July 19 Runoff  Election results 
were announced. 
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Osages elected June 7 take their oaths of offi  ce
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Osages elected or re-elected 
into public offi ce took their oaths 
July 7 during the three inaugura-
tion events held in Pawhuska for 
the Nation’s four Judicial Branch 
judges, the Second Osage Nation 
Congress and the Second Osage 
Minerals Council.

The day kicked off with the 
swearing in of the tribal court’s 
four judges at the Osage Nation 
Courthouse. All were retained by 
majority votes in the Nation’s June 
7 election after serving their initial 
terms when the reformed govern-
ment started in 2006.

Osage Nation Supreme Court 
Justice Charles Lohah was fi rst 
to take the oath of offi ce. He was 
sworn in by colleague Jeanine Lo-
gan who is also an associate jus-
tice for the Supreme Court. After 
Lohah took his oath, he swore in 
Logan; Supreme Court Associate 
Justice Meredith Descygnes Drent 
and Marvin Stepson who is the Na-
tion’s Trial Court Justice. 

Principal Chief Jim Gray spoke 
during the Judicial Branch inau-
guration held at the Tribal Court 
Building in which he noted the im-
portance of the Nation’s 2006 Con-
stitution which was passed when 
he began his second term in offi ce. 
He will step down as principal chief 
next month after the new principal 
chief and assistant principal chief 
are elected in the runoff election 
July 19 and take their oaths of of-
fi ce on Aug. 4. 

“In the Constitution, it’s impor-
tant that we understand a couple of 
things,” Gray said in his remarks. 
“One is that the laws matter, rules 
matter and the rule of law says 
something very important that we 
should all take time to refl ect on 
as we go through (the three inau-
guration events) today and that is 
that all people are subject to the 
rule of law of the Osage Nation. 
This includes even those who make 
the law and those who enforce the 

law…no one is above the law. This 
is important because for well over 
100 years, the Osage Nation did 
not have the rule of law – at least 
something not of our creation.”

“In this Constitution we have 
checks and balances, three sepa-
rate co-equal branches of govern-
ment,” Gray said. “The ‘co-equal’ 
means that one branch is not more 
powerful than the other, that they 
are co-equal in governance. This is 
very important because what that 
does is ensure, through this Con-
stitution, that the concentration 
of powers is not going to fall under 
one branch of government over the 
others.”

After the justices were sworn in, 
Gray put personalized Pendleton 
blankets on each of the judges as 
gifts. 

Next, the Legislative Branch in-
auguration event kicked off with 
honoring the First Osage Nation 
Congress before the six elected 
Congresspersons took their oaths 
of offi ce to form the Second Osage 
Nation Congress.

“What our (three branches of 
government) have accomplished 
together in the last four years 
through our own ingenuity, our 
own successes and disappoint-

ments, our own disagreements 
and our own unwavering belief in 
our cause, has resulted in prog-
ress in self-governance that rivals 
and exceeds many Nations across 
the world – for that, we should all 
be proud,” said Congresswoman 
Shannon Edwards who gave open-
ing remarks. 

“As we begin the next chapter 
in our Constitutional government, 
I hope that the past has taught 
us to be aware of negative forces 
that cripple our progress, blind 
jealousy, greed and mistrust some-
times exist and when they over-
take reason and rational thinking, 
the result is missed opportunity,” 
Edwards said. “If the branches of 
our government are unable to com-
municate, work together, we can-
not advance as a Nation. If a bill 
cannot be judged on its merits, the 
past is based on settling an old 
score or solely upon the motive of 
someone, we fail to be good legis-
lators. But the way around this 
is clear: follow the dictates of the 
document we swear to uphold, the 
Osage Constitution. This truly is 
the only important guide to the 
decision making which we will be 
making in the future.”

Edwards then challenged offi -

cials in all three branches of gov-
ernment to work together, respect 
each other’s branches and “to sup-
port sound initiatives and growth 
that will sustain us in the future.”

Supreme Court Associate Jus-
tice Drent swore in Congress mem-
bers Daniel Boone, John Free, 
Alice Goodfox, and Geoffrey Stand-
ing Bear who were elected for 
their initial four-year terms June 
7. Raymond Red Corn and Wil-
liam “Kugee” Supernaw were also 
sworn in for their second Congres-
sional terms.

A portrait of the First Osage Na-
tion Congress was also unveiled 
at the event. The Second Osage 
Nation Congress members were 
presented with personalized Pend-
leton blankets and the First Osage 
Nation Congress members were 
presented with plaques. 

The eight members of the Sec-
ond Osage Minerals Council were 
sworn in by Supreme Court Associ-
ate Justice Logan. Cynthia Boone 
was sworn in for her second term 
along with fi rst-term council mem-
bers Joseph B. “Sonny” Abbott Jr., 
Curtis Bear, Melvin Core, Galen 
Crum, Myron Red Eagle, Andrew 
Yates and Dudley Whitehorn. 

All Osages taking the oath of of-
fi ce July 7 raised their right hand 
and swore on the following pledge:

“I (state your name), do proudly 
swear or affi rm to carry out the re-
sponsibilities of (the offi ce elected 
to) to the best of my ability, freely 
acknowledging that the powers 
of this offi ce fl ow from the Osage 
people and Wa-Kon-Tah. I further 
swear or affi rm always to place the 
interests of all Osages above any 
special or personal interests and 
to respect the rights of future gen-
erations to share the rich, historic 
and natural heritage of our Osage 
people. In doing so, I will always 
uphold and defend the Constitu-
tion of the Osage Nation, so help 
me God.”

To see more photos from the July 
7 Inauguration turn to page 12.

Photo by Chalene Toehay / Osage News

Judges with the Osage Nation Judicial Branch pose for photos with Principal Chief Jim 
Gray after getting sworn into offi  ce on July 7.
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Extension Granted
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(Skiatook, Ponca City and the na-
tion’s largest in north Tulsa) could 
be in jeopardy. Currently, the three 
casinos in trouble were not built on 
trust land.

The nine-year-old case originat-
ed in federal court in Tulsa but was 
appealed to the 10th Circuit Court 
of Appeals in Denver where the Na-
tion’s request for a case rehearing 
was denied May 25. The rehearing 
denial came at a critical juncture 
in the Nation’s history with the 
June 7 election occurring less than 
two weeks later which resulted in 
four fi rst-time Congresspersons 
elected to the Second Osage Na-
tion Congress and a July 19 runoff 
election in which John Red Eagle 
was elected Principal Chief and 
Scott BigHorse Assistant Principal 
Chief.

Now those elected offi cials of the 
Nation’s legislative and executive 
branches are left deciding the next 
moves in the case before the Oct. 
22 deadline, which was extended 
60 days from the original Aug. 
23 deadline. The initial deadline 
would have left less than a month 
for a decision to be reached by the 
Nation because Red Eagle and 
BigHorse will be sworn into offi ce 
Aug. 4.

“I believe it’s a good thing,” Red 
Eagle said of the deadline exten-
sion. “It gives us more time to eval-
uate the situation.”

The deadline extension was 
granted by U.S. Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Sonia Sotomay-
or who is the high court’s circuit 
justice for the 10th Circuit which 
includes Oklahoma, Colorado, 
Kansas, New Mexico, Utah and 
Wyoming. Gary Pitchlynn, whose 
Norman-based law fi rm is on re-
cord representing the Nation in 
this case, said the extension was 
granted by Sotomayor July 14.

“The Supreme Court designates 
separate justices for the (13) cir-

cuits” and Sotomayor is assigned 
to the 10th Circuit, said Pitchlynn, 
whose fi rm fi led the request in an 
“application for extension of time 
to fi le a petition for writ of certio-
rari” one day earlier.

In the deadline extension request 
Pitchlynn describes the ongoing 
change in the Nation’s government 
administration because of the June 
7 and July 19 election outcomes 
and also “because of the potential 
ramifi cations of the decision on the 
incoming government and its peo-
ple.”

“Both the (legislative and execu-
tive branches) desire and need ad-
ditional time to consider and take 
appropriate government actions 
regarding the fi ling of (an appeal to 
the Supreme Court), including (the 
new administration) considering 
whether or not to fi le a petition,” 
Pitchlynn wrote in the deadline ex-
tension request.

“We wanted (the Supreme Court) 
to know that (outgoing Principal 
Chief) Jim Gray wasn’t the appro-
priate person to make the decision” 
on whether to make the appeal, 
Pitchlynn said.

Congress passes appropriation 
bill to fund litigation fees related 
to the reservation status case

News of the deadline extension 
request approval hit the Internet 
shortly after Congressman Ray-
mond Red Corn, now the Congres-
sional Second Speaker, wrote his 
July 18 Update electronic news-
letter in which he discussed an 
appropriation bill passed by the 
Congress with a 5-4 vote, which 
would fund further litigation in the 
reservation status case. Congress-
man Geoffrey Standing Bear also 
discussed the vote on the Osage 
Shareholders Association blog two 
days earlier when the $277,408 ap-
propriation bill was passed.

The bill (ONCA 10-57), spon-
sored by Congressman Eddy Red 

Eagle, was originally introduced 
with a request for $100. 

Red Corn said in his Update the 
bill “was fi led as a placeholder ap-
propriations bill until the Osage 
Congress could hear arguments 
for funding past and future expen-
ditures. That discussion was held 
in the Congressional Government 
Operations Committee (July 15).   

By the Executive branch’s own 
accounting, $189,000 was spent on 
attorneys during the appeals pro-
cess, expenditures made with no 
prior authorization from Congress. 
The Executive (branch) sought 
an additional amount in excess of 
$300,000 for future expenditures. 
The Government Operations Com-
mittee voted 4-0 (Mason, Boone, 
Red Eagle, Red Corn) to appropri-
ate the $189,000 already spent, 
plus $88,000 for future expendi-
tures.”

The now-$277,408 bill became 
a target of debate during the July 
16 Special Session of Congress 
after Standing Bear introduced 
an amendment to the bill to only 
spend the money on a selected list 
of attorneys who could defend the 
Nation if the case is appealed to 
the Supreme Court.

The amendment failed on a 4-5 
vote. Standing Bear, Mark Simms, 
Alice Goodfox and Daniel Boone 
voted yes. John Free, Archie Ma-
son, Speaker Jerri Jean Branstet-
ter, Eddy Red Eagle and Red Corn 
voted against. William “Kugee” Su-
pernaw, Anthony Shackelford and 
Shannon Edwards were absent 
that day.

In his July 16 OSA blog entry 
after the session, Standing Bear 
wrote: “I submitted an Amend-
ment this afternoon to use the 
money only for attorneys on a list 
of the top attorneys in the country, 
that list provided the Osage Con-
gress in a July 1, 2010 letter from 
Congress attorneys, the law fi rm 

of Crowe Dunlevy. Much debate 
followed with one group opposed 
to the Amendment for several rea-
sons, including one Congressman 
who said it would restrict the Chief 
from choosing his own attorneys.”

Red Corn replied in the same 
blog posting that day: “At issue 
was the ability of this Congress to 
control, via the budget, the selec-
tion of attorneys by the Executive 
branch. Language to specify the 
legal fi rms on whom appropriat-
ed money would be spent (in this 
case, three) was challenged when 
presented on a fl oor amendment to 
the appropriation bill. As has often 
been argued, if the Congress can 
make that call, we can also dictate 
who the Nation’s plumber, electri-
cian, and HVAC contractor is by 
inserting similar language in each 
appropriation bill.”

The fi nal vote on ONCA 10-
57 was 5-4 with Boone, Goodfox, 
Simms, and Standing Bear voting 
against. An emergency clause at-
tached to the bill failed on a 7-2 
vote with Standing Bear and Boone 
voting “no,” meaning the $277,408 
cannot be spent for 60 days, Stand-
ing Bear reported in his posting.

Chief Gray signed ONCA 10-57 
into law July 22.

Government offi cials to sit down 
and discuss next moves in the case

Red Eagle said he is planning to 
sit down with Gray and the attor-
neys involved to discuss all options 
in the case because “I think we’ve 
got to take safeguards.”

For example, “fee into trust land 
is a big one,” he said of options to 
protect the Tulsa, Ponca City and 
Skiatook casinos which are not on 
trust land. Government offi cials 
have said such a process can take 
more than a year to complete.
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Second Osage Nation Congress members receive training
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

Six Osage tribal members elect-
ed to the Osage Nation Congress 
in the June 7 election received 
training June 29-30 in holding the 
Congressional sessions they will 
attend after taking the oath of of-
fi ce this month.

The Second ON Congress will be 
sworn in to offi ce on July 7 with 
four new members joining the re-
maining eight, including two Con-
gressmen who were elected for 
their second terms last month. In 
order for all the Congress members 
to have the same lessons in how 
the Legislative Branch works, Con-
gressional staffers arranged for a 
seasoned Native American affairs 
consultant to come to Pawhuska 
and teach them. 

James Mills, president of New 
York-based Creating Stronger 
Nations, led two days of training 
which touched on Roberts Rules of 
Order as well as lessons in govern-
ing ethics since both will be crucial 
keys for the Congress members to 
conduct business in the Congres-
sional Chambers. The Osage News 
visited a portion of the training in 
which Mills encouraged the Con-
gress members to use real-life ex-
amples during their lessons.

William “Kugee” Supernaw, who 
won a Congressional second term, 
referred to the tumultuous rela-
tionship the First ON Congress had 
in recent years with the Executive 
Branch and suggested that Con-
gress consider stronger legislation 
which defi nes the roles of the Na-
tion’s boards. Supernaw referred 
to the Nation’s Gaming Enterprise 

Board (the Congress declined to 

confi rm two of three board mem-

bers earlier this year) which he be-

lieved did not always seek or follow 

the advice of the chief executive of-

fi cer.

“Congress basically sets the leg-

islation that gives the boards their 

authority, correct?” Mills asked the 

group. “What is a board’s rule, what 

should be their job? A board’s job 

is to set policy… hire and fi re the 

CEO and nobody else. That’s really 

what a board should be doing, they 

shouldn’t be getting involved in the 

day-to-day operations – that’s the 

kiss of death in most cases.”

“In Congress, your role is to leg-

islate – simply put. It’s not to do 

all the other things,” Mills said in 

his lesson. “I see tribal councils all 

over the country that get involved 

in the day-to-day operations, just 

the single government tribal coun-

cils and they usually mess things 

up too. And then I see tribal coun-

cils that are really good at being re-

ally smart about the ‘taking your 

hands off approach.’”

In a brainstorming session, Mills 

asked all the training attendees to 

think of some recent issues which 

still need resolutions and asked ev-

eryone to come up with solutions 

for class discussion. One issue 

raised by Congressman and former 

Speaker Archie Mason, who par-

ticipated in the trainings, involved 

the Nation’s budgets which became 

a contentious political topic after 

the budgets were not passed in 

time for the 2010 fi scal year. The 

FY 2010 budgets were not passed 

until this past January due to sev-

eral debates between the Executive 

Branch which must prepare and 

present the budgets to Congress 

who ultimately approves them. 

Mason said one solution he and 

another Congress member are pro-

posing to prevent another budget 

standoff is to enforce a stricter 

deadline. The stricter budget rule 

shared by Mason would apply to 

budgets not handed in by a Septem-

ber deadline in which those bud-

gets not turned in on time would 

only receive the same amount ap-

propriated in the previous year’s 

budget.

The crowd offered murmurs of 

approval to the idea and Mills, who 

has worked in the private hospi-

tal sector before, said he’s seen a 

similar practice. “There are busi-

nesses that practice exactly that… 

when I was a hospital administra-

tor, if someone didn’t submit their 

budget, last year’s budget was ap-

proved. That’s an effective tool.”

Participating in the trainings 

were fi rst-term Congress members 

Alice Goodfox, John Free, Daniel 

Boone, Geoffrey Standing Bear and 

current Congressmen Raymond 

Red Corn, Supernaw and Mason. 

Also present were Kelly Corbin 

and Donna Buchanan from the 

Offi ce of Fiscal Performance and 

Review and Congressional Clerk 

Alexis Rencountre and Assistant 

Congressional Clerk Barbara Rice.

Mills said he’s worked with over 

300 Native American tribes on is-

sues ranging from rewriting tribal 

constitutions, tribal ethics, train-

ing on other government topics 

and leadership training. He works 

with Jenni Monet (Laguna Pueblo) 

who is marketing director and also 

owner in Creating Stronger Na-

tions.

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Osage Nation Congressman-elect John Free (striped shirt, right) laughs with Daniel 
Boone (left) during a training session for the newly elected congressional members 
on June 30 in the Congressional Chambers. Both were elected to the Congress during 
the nations June 7 election. 
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Osage artist follows family footsteps
Alex Stock, third-
generation graduate of 
KC art school, prefers 
oil painting to photos
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

FAIRFAX, Okla. – While tech-
nology buffs eye the newest digital 
cameras to capture moments in 
time, Osage artist Alex Stock pre-
fers to capture her images on can-
vas with oil paint.

“People have said painting’s 
dead and I’m like: ‘I’m going to hold 
onto an old idea of portraiture, it’s 
a moment you’re capturing,’” the 
23-year-old said while sitting in 
the former Thunderbird bar along 
Main Street. She says painting is 
different because “photos fl atten 
things. When you paint (images) 
from life, it’s different because you 
notice more details.”   

Stock’s family, who ran the 
Thunderbird for three years, con-
verted it into an art studio which is 
now used by Stock and her mother 

Wendy Ponca, also an artist who 
specializes in fabric and textile 
works. Several pieces of the bar’s 
furniture remain in the 1920s-era 
building alongside art equipment, 
supplies and several paintings 
placed against the wall.  

Stock is also trained in drawing/ 
sketching, silk screen printing and 
fi ber arts thanks to her studies at 
the Kansas City Art Institute. She 
graduated from KCAI last Decem-
ber with a Bachelor’s degree.   

Stock is the third generation in 
her family to attend KCAI, which 
is a prestigious and private art 
school. “It’s hard to get into, if you 
can get in there, your chances for a 
master’s program are a lot (great-
er) too.”

Wendy Ponca is also a KCAI 
graduate like her father, Carl 
Ponca. “It’s one of the most recog-
nized art institutes in the world 
like those in Paris and Athens,” 

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Alex Stock, an up and coming Osage art-
ist, graduated from the Kansas City Art 
Institute in December of last year. Her 
works can be found at her family’s studio 
in the former Thunderbird bar on Main 
Street in Fairfax, Okla.

she said, adding she also chose 
KCAI because it’s “close to home.” 
Ponca’s textile work includes mak-
ing Osage regalia including otter 
hides for men, ribbons for women 
and woven belts.  

Stock uses the bar-turned-studio 
to work and she’s invited fellow 
artist friends to visit her in Osage 
Country and to use the studio for 
their own work.

“A studio is more than just a 
space,” Ponca said. “You need a 
place to spend time by yourself. If 
you’re cooped up in a building, it’s 
not the same. Just like church, it’s 
got to be inspirational – that’s why 
some people paint outside.” 

A self-portrait of Alex Stock sits 
on a stand by the front window next 
to a rectangular mirror, which she 
used as a guide for painting herself 
on canvas. “I’m a quick painter, but 
some people will take years on one 
painting,” she said.

Several portraits of friends and 
family painted by Stock are also 
in the studio. Those moments pro-
vided an outlet for Stock and her 
painting models to bond while she 
worked.

“I got into the habit of inviting 
friends over and they’d sit for three 
hours,” Stock said. “People have 
said they really enjoy it, there’s 
something about being immortal-
ized in paint.” 

‘Opportunity to
express yourself ’

Ponca, a former college art 
teacher, credits art outlets and 
schools with assisting people be-
cause “it’s a good opportunity to 
express yourself and it could help 
them – especially youth.” She is 
also a graduate of the Institute of 
American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, 
N.M. where she was an instructor 
from 1982 to 2000.

Stock initially attended Wood-
land High in Fairfax, but trans-
ferred to Santa Fe High School for 
her senior year to pursue a “bigger 
venue” with more art program op-
portunities and graduated in 2005.  

At 21, Stock painted a scene of 
her family’s former New Mexico 
residence after she began having 
“weird dreams” which lasted over a 
month. “I dreamed I was shepherd-
ing children through the house.”

Stock began painting the dream 
sequence, which she learned was 
once “an old school house.” When 
the painting was fi nished, it de-
picted a two-story house with three 
groups of dark-haired children 
coming outside. Off to the side 
of the house are several animal 
tracks in the desert sand.

“After I fi nished painting, I 
stopped having the dreams,” said 
Stock who is considering moving 
back to Santa Fe. Early 20th centu-
ry schools (government or church-

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Alex Stock, who graduated from the Kansas City Art Institute in December of last year, 
painted this self portrait by studying her refl ection in the mirror.
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Students in fi rst Osage language class at Pawhuska High honored
PHS second area high 
school to off er Osage 
language courses 
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

The Pawhuska High School hon-
ored its students who completed 
the fi rst Osage language class 
which started last fall.

Martin Parks, who is the school’s 
assistant principal and athletic di-
rector, presented a wooden plaque 
with the school’s orange and black 
colors to Osage Nation Language 
Department offi cials and language 
student Robynn Rulo on July 9. 
The names of 12 students who took 
the course were engraved into the 
plaque.

Parks praised the students who 
participated in the Osage I class 
this past year. “These teenagers 
are involved in a lot of extracur-
ricular activities,” he said adding 
school is a great venue to teach 
more Osage students the language.

Pawhuska High is the fi rst high 

school on the Osage Reservation 
to offer the tribe’s language class, 
said Mary Bighorse who is the 
Language Department’s event di-
rector. Skiatook High School offers 
Osage language classes to its stu-

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

(L to R) Mary Bighorse, Talee Red Corn, Robynn Rulo, and Martin Parks pose for a pho-
to. Parks, who is the Pawhuska High School Assistant Principal, presented a plaque 
honoring the students who took the school’s fi rst Osage Language course during the 
2009-2010 school year. Bighorse and Red Corn work for the Nation’s Language Depart-
ment and Rulo was a class student.

dents, but the school is not within 
the reservation boundary, she said.

Rulo, 17, said during this semes-
ter, the class learned Osage words 
and phrases to describe people 
(drumkeeper, for example) and ob-
jects that are involved during the 

June In-Lon-Schka dances at the 
three Indian villages. “Now (the 
students) know what was happen-
ing, what was taking part,” she 
said.

Rulo and fellow student Jamison 
Cass were the top students in the 
class this year.

“Robynn was my back-up when 
(course instructor) Talee Red Corn 
was away,” said Parks who was a 
substitute teacher while Red Corn, 
who served on the Osage Miner-
als Council until last month, was 
away for council business.   

“I enjoy watching young people 
learn,” Red Corn said of teaching 
youth. “This is something that’s 
valuable to our Osage youth, some-
thing to be proud of.”

Other Osage language students 
who took the 2009-2010 course 
were: Norris Allred, Christen Bal-
lard, Charlsie Cunningham, Jose-
phine Horsechief, Jessica Hutson, 
Joe Pratt, Trey Rulo, Jeremie 
Tuller, Michela White, and Dora 
Williams. 

funded) targeting Native American 
children hold a dark part in history 
because they were created as an 
attempt to assimilate Native stu-
dents through mainstream educa-
tion and the schools’ instructors 
shunned Native languages and 
culture while some school offi cials 
even abused the students.  

The “house painting” is among 
several others inside the Thunder-
bird along with a “painting of dolls” 
in which Stock blends Russian and 
Native infl uences together.

Thirteen Russian Matroyoshka 
dolls are painted in different sizes 
and all are wearing Native cloth-
ing, regalia and have straight black 
hair. The Matroyoshka dolls are 
usually made in decreasing order 

Photo by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Oil on canvas is Stock’s preferred choice of art medium and here she shows a paint-
ing of Native American-themed Matryoshka dolls, also known as Babushka dolls that 
decrease in size and stack inside one another.

and open in half so that one doll 
can be placed inside the larger one. 

In another painting, Stock cre-
ates prints of two images which ap-
pear to be changing shapes while 
swimming or fl oating. The paint-
ing is a story about “two lovers who 
get separated. They become fi sh 
so they can meet together again,” 
Stock said.

Stock, Wendy and Carl Ponca 
are from the Grayhorse District. 
They are of the Ponca-Wash-Tage 
or Gentle Leader Clan and the Wa-
ter People of the Hun-Kah Divi-
sion. Wendy Ponca’s Indian name 
is Wah-Tsi-Wen (Star Woman) and 
Stock is Min-Ga-Shona (Star That 
Is The Sun).

ALEX STOCK
—Continued from Page 6
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OSAGE HOME HEALTH
Skilled Nursing • Home Health Aides
• Social Services • Physical Therapy

• Occupational Therapy • Speech Therapy

Providing Comprehensive In-Home Health Care Services

to ALL Residents of North Central Oklahoma
Medicare • Medicaid • Private Insurance Accepted

www.osagehomehealth.com

Phone (918) 287-5645 or (866) 671-3700
Fax (918) 287-9909

128 E. 6th St. Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Principal Chief-elect John Red Eagle shakes hands with his nephew Eli Red Eagle after 
winning the July 19 Osage Nation Runoff  Election.

Second ON Congress elects 
Branstetter as Speaker 
Congressional Committees and offi  cers set
Osage News

The Second Osage Nation Congress elected Jerri Jean Branstetter to 
be its Speaker when it met for its fi rst Special Session July 9.

The Congress, which includes fi rst-time members Geoffrey Standing 
Bear, Alice Goodfox, Daniel Boone and John Free, unanimously elected 
Branstetter for the Speaker position. Congressman Raymond Red Corn 
was also unanimously elected Second Speaker.

Branstetter is the third Speaker of Congress since the reformed gov-
ernment started in 2006. Congressman Archie Mason did not seek 
another term as Speaker when the 2010 Hun-Kah Session ended and 
former Congresswoman Faren Anderson took over as Speaker from April 
15 until her First Osage Nation Congress term ended.

Congressional Committees and selected leaders
The Congressional Committees were also formed and held their fi rst 

meetings immediately after the July 9 session. Those committees are:

• Congressional Committee on Congressional Affairs: Ray-
mond Red Corn (chairman), Jerri Jean Branstetter, John Free, 
Alice Goodfox, Mark Simms.

• Rules and Ethics Committee: Jerri Jean Branstetter (chair-
woman), Archie Mason and Eddy Red Eagle.

• Congressional Committee on Education: Shannon Edwards 
(chairwoman), Archie Mason (vice chairman), Daniel Boone (Ap-
propriations Committee representative), John Free and Alice 
Goodfox.

• Congressional Committee on Commerce and Economic 
Development: Mark Simms (chairman), Anthony Shackelford 
(vice chairman), Alice Goodfox, Geoffrey Standing Bear, Eddy Red 
Eagle (Appropriations Committee representative) and Raymond 
Red Corn.

• Congressional Committee on Culture: Anthony Shackelford 
(chairman), Geoffrey Standing Bear (vice chairman), Mark Simms, 
William “Kugee” Supernaw (Appropriations Committee represen-
tative), Jerri Jean Branstetter 

• Congressional Committee on Government Operations: Jerri 
Jean Branstetter (chairwoman), Archie Mason (vice chairman and 
Appropriations Committee representative), Daniel Boone, Ray-
mond Red Corn, Eddy Red Eagle, William “Kugee” Supernaw.

• Congressional Committee on Health and Social Services: 
Archie Mason (chairman), Alice Goodfox (vice chairwoman), Shan-
non Edwards, John Free (Appropriations Committee representa-
tive) and Raymond Red Corn.

• Congressional Committee on Appropriations: Eddy Red Eagle 
(chairman), Archie Mason (vice chairman), Daniel Boone, John Free 
and William “Kugee” Supernaw.
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Young Osages gain work experience this summer
Chris Jake
Osage News

The Osage Nation Summer 
Youth Program has given Osage 
youth like Robynn Rulo a chance 
to gain experience with the Osage 
Nation.

“I like making my own money,” 
said Rulo, a 17-year-old Pawhuska 
High School student who works for 
Osage Nation Constituent Services 
as a participant in this year’s Sum-
mer Youth Program. 

Rulo answers phones, fi les docu-
ments, and helps around the offi ce 
with other duties she’s asked to do. 
She also greets people who need 
assistance provided by Constituent 
Services. “I like working with the 
people,” she said. 

Rulo is one of the 75 young 
Osages participating in this year’s 
Summer Youth Program. The par-
ticipants work in various Osage Na-

tion departments across the Osage 
Reservation that serve Pawhuska, 
Hominy, Fairfax and Skiatook. 

Avis Ballard, who oversees the 
Summer Youth Program, is the 
Johnson O’ Malley Coordinator 
for the Nation’s Education De-
partment. Ballard describes the 
program as a way to provide job 
readiness training through fi nan-
cial literacy workshops, business 
etiquette, social skills, resume de-
velopment and communication. 

Christina Mashunkashey is one 
of the 11 participating in the Osage 
Nation Work Experience Program 
that is also through the nation’s 
Education Department. “It has 
helped me a lot,” Mashunkashey 
said.

Mashunkashey has been work-
ing for Diane Daniels in the Osage 
Nation Environmental and Natu-

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Summer youth worker Robynn Rulo smears cake icing on a plate for Dalaynie Hinman, 
a participant at the Summer Enrichment Camp, so she can make a rainbow with candy 
at the Wah-Zha-Zhe Cultural Center on July 29.

See Summer Experience
—Continued on Page 11
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This is not an alphabet. The symbols represent sound only. Practice writing and 
pronouncing these symbols everyday. For more information, please contact the 
Osage Nation Language Program at (918) 287-5505 (Pawhuska), (918) 642-3185 
(Fairfax), (918) 287-5583 (Hominy), (918) 287-5547 (Edmond), and (918) 287-5547 
(Skiatook) or visit us on the Web at http://www.osagetribe.org/language.
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Osage News wins fi ve NAJA media awards
By Benny Polacca
Osage News

ST. PAUL, Minn. – The Osage 
News took home fi ve Media Awards 
from the Native American Journal-
ists Association’s 2010 conference 
here in the Land of 10,000 Lakes.

The newspaper won second place 
in the General Excellence category 
for bi-monthly/ monthly newspa-
pers. This year’s NAJA conference 
was held July 21-24. 

The Osage News staff won fi rst 
and second place for Best Online 
Writing for stories posted to its 
osagenews.org Web site and sec-
ond place for Best News Story in 
the bi-monthly/ monthly newspa-
per category. The newspaper also 
won third place for Best Editorial 
in the same category. 

All articles and newspapers 
submitted for this contest were 
published in 2009 and competed 
against other tribal media outlets 
across North America. 

Editor Shannon Shaw’s Oct. 27 
online story titled “Five members 
of Congress meet behind locked 
doors to discuss budgetary cuts” 
took fi rst place for Best Online 
Writing. Shaw also won second 
place for “Chief Jim Gray fi les two 
suits Friday against the Osage Na-
tion Congress” which was posted to 
osagenews.org on Nov. 10 and both 
lawsuits were mentioned in the 
newspaper’s November edition.

Staff writer Benny Polacca won 
second place for Best Online Writ-
ing for the Dec. 3 story “Tribal 
members write messages on their 
cars to ‘Pass the Budget!’”

Tara Manthey, a former Edito-
rial Council member, won third 
place in the Best Editorial Writing 
category for her front-page article 
“Time is of the essence: Readers! 
Tell the Osage Congress we don’t 
have forever to set up a free press.” 
This article was printed in April 
during the legal debate over a free 
press which reached the Osage Na-

tion   Supreme Court and was de-
cided in December 2009.

The Osage News operates under 
ONCA 08-07 which is the Indepen-
dent Press Act of 2008. 

This is the second year in which 
the Osage News has entered the 
NAJA Media Awards competi-
tion which honors Native and 
non-Native NAJA members for 
their outstanding contributions to 
journalism with a focus on Native 
American people. The newspaper 
won two Media Awards last year.

Photo courtesy of Tetona Dunlap

Osage News staff  members Benny Polacca and Shannon Shaw hold four of the fi ve Media Awards the newspaper won during the 
2010 Native American Journalists Association Conference in St. Paul, Minn. on July 23.

ral Resources Offi ce. “Oh gosh, I’ve learned a lot,” said Mashunkashey. 
A few of those things are assisting in budgets, payables, and “your basic 
clerical work,” she said. 

“The Work Experience Program is a short-term program that will help 
the participant obtain a job that will progress into long-term employ-
ment,” said Louise Cheshewalla, Training Coordinator for the Osage Na-
tion. 

The program is available to Natives who live on the Osage Reserva-
tion and meet income guidelines. Participants work two to three months, 
“Usually three,” Cheshewalla said. Participants work full-time in any of 
the tribes departments. 

“They’re really good about teaching me things,” Mashunkashey said. 
She plans to use her skills to work in any offi ce setting doing secretary 
work. “I’m appreciative of this program.”

Summer Experience
—Continued from Page 9
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Inaugural
 Ceremonies

Osage Nation Principal Chief Jim 
Gray speaks during the Inaugura-
tion of the judges for the Judicial 
Branch on July 7. 

Attendees watch the swearing in of the judges for the Osage Nation Judicial Branch on July 7. 

Osage Nation Trial Court Judge Marvin 
Stepson takes the oath of offi  ce on July 
7. 

Osage Nation Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles Lohah 
signs papers after taking the oath of offi  ce on July 7. 

Photos by Chalene Toehay

The second Osage Nation Congress poses for a photo after the six newly elected Congressional 
members take the oath of offi  ce July 7.

Congresswoman Jerri Jean Branstetter addresses the au-
dience during the Second Osage Nation Congress Inau-
guration on July 7. 
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Photos clockwise from top left :
Congressman-elect John Free takes the oath of offi  ce 
during the Second Osage Nation Congress Inauguration 
on July 7. 

Joseph B. Abbott takes the oath of offi  ce as Osage Miner-
als Councilman on July 7. 

Newly elected Minerals Council members take a group 
photo on July 7 in the Congressional Chambers in 
Pawhuska. 

Audience members gathered for the Second Osage Na-
tion Congress Inauguration on July 7. 
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OMC selects 
Trust Team 
representatives 
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News

The Osage Minerals Council has 
selected three members to be the 
OMC’s representation on the Na-
tion’s fi ve-member Trust Team. 
The trust team is made up of three 
OMC members, the principal chief 
and the speaker of the congress.

Dudley Whitehorn, Galen Crum 
and Cynthia Boone were unani-
mously voted in by the eight-mem-
ber OMC July 21, and Whitehorn 
was voted to be the trust team 
chairman. They will join Principal 
Chief John Red Eagle and Speaker 
of the Congress Jerri Jean Brans-
tetter.

According to the Memorandum of 
Agreement, signed and dated July 
21, 2006, between the executive, 
congressional branch and the min-
erals council, the trust team was 
developed to establish clear lines of 
communication between the three. 

The trust team monitors pend-
ing and future lawsuits against the 
United States or its offi cials con-
cerning federal mismanagement 
of Osage tribal trust funds and as-
sets, legislation concerning the set-
tlement of such lawsuits as Cobell 
v. Kempthorne; and federal admin-
istrative actions concerning reform 
of trust management systems for 
tribes and Indians, according to the 
memorandum. 

Salary reductions
OMC Councilmen Curtis Bear 

and Joseph “Sonny” Abbott have 
voluntarily taken pay cuts. Bear 
asked the council July 21 in their 
regular meeting to reduce his sal-
ary from $30,000 a year to $13,000 
a year. Abbott cut his salary com-
pletely. Bear said in the meeting 

See Trust Team
—Continued on Page 15

Osage Nation Editorial Board selects 
Shaw as the tribe’s newspaper editor

[A note from the editorial 
board: I am pleased to be writ-
ing on behalf of the Osage 
Nation Editorial Board to an-
nounce that the board has ap-
pointed Shannon Shaw Editor 
of the Osage News. This was 
a decision we reached after a 
thorough search process that 
began in March. We appreci-
ate all of the comments and 
concerns that Osages have ex-
pressed about both this posi-
tion and the direction of the 
Osage News. The board also 
wants to thank the staff of the 
Osage News for their work 
through this election season.

–Robert Warrior, Chair
Osage Nation Editorial Board]

Osage News

The Osage Nation Editorial 
Board has hired Shannon Shaw 
as the full-time editor of the 
Osage News. 

Shaw, who has been interim 
editor of the tribe’s newspaper 
since 2009, was unanimously 
selected by the Editorial Board 
during a June 16 teleconference 
meeting. Osages who sit on the 
three-person Editorial Board are 
Robert Warrior, Denny McAuliffe 
and Teresa Trumbly Lamsam. 
Warrior was also selected as the 
chairman of the editorial board 
at the meeting.

The Osage News is staffed by 
Shaw, two employees and its 
operations are overseen by the 
Editorial Board according to 
the Osage Nation’s Independent 
Press Act of 2008 which was 
implemented after the Nation’s 
Supreme Court issued a Decem-
ber 2009 decision in its inaugu-
ral case involving the Free Press 
Act.

Shaw was hired in 2007 as 
communications coordinator and 
wrote stories for the Osage News 
when Paula Stabler, communica-
tions offi cer for the Nation, over-
saw the newspaper. 

When the constitutionality of 
the 2008 Free Press Act (ONCA 
08-07) became a question and 
focus of the soon-to-be Supreme 
Court case involving the Nation’s 
executive and legislative branch-
es, Principal Chief Jim Gray 
created an Editorial Council to 
oversee the newspaper which ap-
pointed Shaw as interim editor.

The former Editorial Council 
comprised McAuliffe, Lamsam 
and Tara Manthey who is com-
munications director for Arkan-
sas Advocates for Children & 
Families and a former Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette reporter. The 
council dissolved after the Su-
preme Court upheld the 2008 
Free Press Act which calls for 
creating the Editorial Board in 
its December 2009 decision.

Shaw is a former reporter for 
the Santa Fe New Mexican where 
she worked for two-and-a-half 

years and reported on stories 

which included covering the 

state’s 19 Pueblos and Native 

American affairs. 

While at the New Mexican, 

Shaw won First place for Inves-

tigative Reporting by the New 

Mexico Women’s Press Associa-

tion, and third place in Feature 

Writing by the Associated Press 

and Managing Editors, respec-

tively, for “Domestic Violence in 

Indian Country in Epidemic Pro-

portions.” In 2009 she won third 

place in Feature Writing by the 

Native American Journalists As-

sociation for “Indian Country re-

sponding to Osage’s designs.”

Shaw won fi rst place in On-

line Writing at NAJA this year 

for her Oct. 27 online story titled 

“Five members of Congress meet 

behind locked doors to discuss 

budgetary cuts.” Shaw also won 

second place for “Chief Jim Gray 

fi les two suits Friday against the 

Osage Nation Congress” which 

was posted to osagenews.org on 

Nov. 10

Shaw is a graduate of the 

American Indian Journalism In-

stitute at the University of South 

Dakota which resulted in an in-

ternship with the Associated 

Press in Sioux Falls, S.D. She 

is also a Chips Quinn Scholar 

which included a reporting in-

ternship at the New Mexican and 

she has her Bachelor’s degree in 

Journalism and Mass Commu-

nication from the University of 

Oklahoma.

Shannon Shaw
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Courtesy Photo

(L to R) Destiny Kitchel, Betsy Strom, and Jacy Gray.

Osage Nation’s “Run for the Health 
of It” 5K Race Female Winners
By Christina Cheshewalla, Osage Nation Communities of Excellence

On May 15 the Osage Nation held a “Run for the Health of It” 5K race 
and the female winners were as follows; Third place, 9-year-old Jacy 
Gray, with a time of 36:50, Second place, Betsy Strom, 31, with a time of 
32:27, and First place went to Destiny Kitchel, 34, with the winning time 
of 28:38. All of the ladies were from Pawhuska.

Second Osage Minerals Council names Whitehorn chairman
OMC meets in emergency 
meeting July 8 to select 
new chairman and names 
three signatories
Osage News

The Second Osage Minerals 
Council selected Dudley White-
horn to be its new chairman, re-
placing former councilman John 
Henry Mashunkashey. 

Whitehorn was selected during 
an emergency meeting on July 8. 
The meeting minutes were not yet 
available to the public by the time 
this story was published. 

OMC Councilwoman Cynthia 
Boone, who was re-elected June 7, 
posted on the blog osagesharehold-
ers.org that three signatories were 

named: Boone, Councilmen Melvin 

Core and Myron Red Eagle. 

“The purpose of the meeting 

[July 8] was to elect a chairman 

and elect three people with signa-

ture authority to conduct business 

as usual,” Boone wrote. “We all 

know that daily business contin-

ues regardless of when elections 

are held.”

The next regularly scheduled 

OMC meetings are July 16 and 

July 21 at 10 a.m. in the OMC 

chambers on the Osage campus. 

For more information on OMC 

meetings contact Reta Lintner at 

(918) 287-5556 or e-mail her at 

rlintner@osagetribe.org.

Dudley Whitehorn is sworn in as Osage Minerals Council Chairman.

                   is now online at

www.osagenews.org
Visit us on the Web for the latest news and information! 

Plus there are new stories and photos every day!

that in order to receive his disability benefi ts he cannot make an income 
of more than $14,000; Abbott said he did not need the extra money.

Audience members thanked the councilmen for reducing and return-
ing their salaries to the Osage shareholders. The OMC receives their 
funding from the Osage minerals estate. 

For more information on the OMC contact Miya McKim at (918) 287-
5433 or e-mail her at mmkim@osagetribe.org. 

Trust Team
—Continued from Page 14
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News in Brief
Low-income students 
can attend Harvard 
University for free

Harvard University announced 
that from now on undergraduate 
students from low-income families 
will pay no tuition. 

“When only ten percent of the 
students in elite education come 
from families in the lower half of 
the income distribution, we are 
not doing enough,” said Harvard’s 
president Lawrence H. Summers 
in a prepared release. “We are 
not doing enough in bringing elite 
higher education to the lower half 
of the income distribution.” 

Harvard offi cials ask that if 
anyone knows of a family earning 
less than $60,000 a year with an 
honor student graduating from 
high school soon, Harvard Univer-
sity wants to pay the tuition. The 
prestigious university recently 
announced that from now on un-
dergraduate students from low-
income families can go to Harvard 
for free, no tuition and no student 
loans.

To fi nd out more about Harvard 
offering free tuition for families 
making less than $60,000 a year, 
visit Harvard’s fi nancial aid web-
site at http://www.fao.fas.harvard.
edu/ or call the school’s fi nancial 
aid offi ce at (617) 495-1581.

Osage Nation Community Chal-
lenge Grant Announcement

The Osage Nation is announcing 
a one time community challenge 
matching grant. The grant is for a 
maximum of twenty-fi ve thousand 
dollars ($25,000) per community 
to encourage the development of 
permanent facilities for use by all 
Osage Reservation youth. This is 
to promote active lifestyles among 
reservation youth, aid in the pre-
vention of diabetes or other diseas-
es and to support the growth of our 
communities with the boundaries 
of the Osage Nation. 

To be eligible for this grant ap-
plicants must be located within 

the physical boundaries of the 
Osage Nation, which includes the 
communities of Pawhuska, Wyn-
ona, Barnsdall, Avant, Skiatook, 
Prue, Osage, Fairfax, McCord and 
Shidler. (Osage County communi-
ties only), must be submitted by 
local community governments, 
community foundations, or recog-
nized and established community 
organizations, and only monetary 
dollar for dollar donations will be 
matched. Donations of real estate 
or personal property cannot be 
counted as matching funds. (Funds 
to be matched may not originate 
from the Osage Nation Govern-
ment, its entities, or its wholly 
owned businesses.)

For further information or to re-
quest an application packet please 
contact Lynette Miles at (918) 287-
5383 or Otto Hamilton at (918) 
287-5584. 

Deadline for submission is Au-
gust 27 at 4:30 p.m., there are no 
exceptions. 

Veterans’ medallion 
available for order
Osage News

The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs is now offering bronze medal-
lions to the families of Veterans 
whose graves are marked by un-
traditional headstones or markers 
in private cemeteries. 

The medallions can attach to 
existing headstones in order for 
families to signify the status of the 
Veteran when they died.

The offer is only to those veterans 
who died on or after Nov. 1, 1990. 
Federal law stipulates that Veter-
ans are entitled to a government-
furnished grave marker or the new 
medallion, but not both, according 
to a VA press release. Only those 
Veterans buried in private ceme-
teries without a government head-
stone or marker are eligible for the 
medallion.

The medallion, available in three 

sizes, features the image of a fold-
ed burial fl ag adorned with laurels, 
inscribed with the word “Veteran” 
at the top and the branch of service 
at the bottom, according to the re-
lease. 

For more information on the new 
medallion or VA-furnished head-
stones or markers visit http://www.
cem.va.gov/cem/hm/hmtype.asp.

Second annual Cultural 
Walk set for Oct. 23
A Cultural Experience: 
From Kansas to Home

The Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Cen-
ter will be hosting the 2nd Annual 
Cultural Walk Oct. 23 on the Mul-
lendore Cross Bell Ranch, north-
east of Pawhuska. Registration for 
the walk, which is an overnight 

trip, will be open from Aug. 15 
through Sept. 15. 

Check-In and safety orientation 
will be held at the Cultural Center 
in Pawhuska at 8 a.m. on Oct. 23. 
Coffee and donuts will be provided. 
Upon completion of orientation 
participants will be transported 
to the ranch and will walk to the 
campsite. A light lunch will be 
provided for participants. On the 
way to the campsite there will be 
small exhibits for walkers to learn 
about the rich history of the Osage 
people. After the camp has been set 
a traditional meal will be served 
for supper. The evening activities 
will include: Indian Dice, a Hand 
Game, story telling, and other fun 

See News in Brief
—Continued on Page 17
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activities. Breakfast will be served 
in the morning. 

After breakfast, participants 
will break camp and walk from the 
campsite to the Mullendore family 
ranch where the Mullendore family 
is graciously hosting a meal.  Trav-
elers will then be transported back 
to the Cultural Center on Sunday, 
Oct. 24.

For more information please call 
the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center 
at (918)-287-5538 or visit our web 
site at www.osagetribe.com/cul-
tural.

Inaugural Young Native
Women’s Leadership Academy 
“Declaring our Power, Defi ning our Future”

Calling future Native women leaders. Native Action Network 
(NAN) is hosting its First Annual Young Native Women’s Lead-
ership Academy “Declaring our Power, Defi ning our Future”, 
September 26-27 at the Tulalip Resort.  

This one and a half day Leadership Academy will provide at-
tendees with the resources they need through interactive work-
shops, keynote speakers, and a wide NAN community network 
to become strong Native leaders in their community. Through 
sessions, Native women attendees will be able to defi ne how 
their actions can support their goals for the Native community 
through discussion, professional development, and community 
support. Attendees will leave with improved leadership skills, 
introduction to a network of Native women leaders, developed 
relationships with Native women peers, and insight from com-
munity leaders. 

All expenses, less travel to and from Tulalip, are covered with 
acceptance to the Academy. NAN encourages young Native 
women who are juniors in high school through sophomores/2nd 
years in college/university during the 2010-2011 school year to 
apply. Applications will be judged on the applicant’s potential for 
leadership and commitment to Native service, as refl ected in her 
application. Applications are available now at our event website 
www.enduringspirt.org, under the “Young Women” tab. Applica-
tions are due August 15. Applications are accepted on a rolling 
basis; you are encouraged to apply early. Please contact NAN 
with any questions at info@enduringspirit.org.

News in Brief
—Continued from Page 16

Attention all Osage 
business owners

The Osage Nation Tax Com-
mission is putting together a list 
of businesses that are owned by 
Osage members. If you would like 
to have your business recognized 
with the Osage Nation. Fill out the 
Business License Application on 
the Osage Nation Web site. Any 
questions contact Darrell Wildcat 
at (918) 287-5678.

Responsible beverage 
and service sales 
By Daisy Spencer, Project Coordinator, ON Prevention Program

The Osage Nation Prevention Program sponsored three (RBSS) Re-
sponsible Beverage and Service Sales trainings at the Cultural Center 
during the month of June. Ernie Tye of the PaNOK Area Prevention 
Resource Center in Stillwater facilitated all three sessions. Ernie is a 
retired Police Chief and has several years of experience in dealing with 
underage drinking. 

The Responsible Beverage Service and Sales Training provides clerks, 
servers, and managers with the knowledge and skills to sell and serve 
alcoholic beverages safely, responsibly, and legally. The goal of the train-
ing is to ensure that expectations, liabilities and legal responsibilities 
are communicated to all licensees and their employees. This training is 
part of a pilot study to evaluate the effectiveness of the RBSS curricu-
lum. The trainings in Pawhuska sponsored by the Prevention Program 
were offered at no cost to licensees or employees.

Prior to the RBSS training dates, the Prevention Program, along with 
a Pawhuska Police Offi cer, handed out fl iers and verbally invited the es-
tablishments of Pawhuska that currently hold a liquor/beverage license 
to the trainings. The managers and owners were highly encouraged to 
attend and send their employees. Although the actual RBSS training is 
not mandatory, Title 37 states that every person engaged in the business 
of selling alcoholic beverages or low-point beer at retail shall notify each 
individual employed by that person as a retail sales clerk or server about 
the state law regarding the sales of alcoholic beverages and low-point 
beer (Title 37-604). 

Of the nine establishments in Pawhuska that hold a liquor/beverage 
license, only four were represented at the RBSS trainings. In an effort to 
reduce underage drinking as well as ensure that these establishments 
are abiding by the law and not selling alcohol or low-point beer to any-
one under the age of 21, the Prevention Program will be assisting the 
Pawhuska Police Department in conducting compliance checks during 
the month of July. 

It has also been concluded upon reviewing the pre/post surveys that 
the majority of those who attended the RBSS trainings in June felt that 
the most valuable portion of the training was learning how to identify a 
fake I.D. The PaNOK Area Prevention Resource Center will be providing 
handheld fl ashlights that highlight the safeguards placed in Oklahoma 
driver’s license’s to every person that attended the trainings. In addition, 
the Osage Nation Prevention Program will be providing a U.S. Drivers 
License Reference Guide to every establishment in Osage County that 
holds a liquor/beverage license. These guides can aide anyone who might 
not be familiar with a drivers license from a state other than Oklahoma. 

The Prevention Program would like to send out a special “THANK 
YOU!” to Mr. Ernie Tye for all of his help.
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Murray sisters 
excel in basketball

Taylor Murray, has signed a Na-
tional Letter of Intent to continue 
her basketball career at the Uni-
versity of Incarnate Word in San 
Antonio. Incarnate is a member of 
the NCAA Lone Star Conference. 
Taylor just completed her sopho-
more year at Collin County where 
she was an honorable mention se-
lection and averaged 12.3 points 
per game, 2.3 assists per game, and 
2 steals per game. She was the only 
team member to be named to the 
NJCAA All-Academic Team.  Dur-
ing her career at Collin County, 
she became the 3rd leading 3-point 
scorer in the women’s basketball 
record books with 107 made. She 
also became 2nd in games played 
in her two years with 62. During 
her tenure at Collin she scored a 
career high 42 points in one game.  

Community Announcements
Taylor’s sister, Amber, fi nished 

her college basketball career at 
Western State of Colorado by be-
ing named to the Rocky Mountain 
Athletic Conference West Division 
First Team. Amber led Western as 
well as the division in scoring by 
averaging 18.7 points per game. 
She also led the division in 30-plus 
point games with three and led 
the RMAC in 20-plus point games 
with 14. She fi nished her four-year 
career (Collin County Community 
College and Western State) with 
1,726 points and became the third 
leading all-time, single-season 
scorer in the history of Western 
State with 494 points. Murray was 
a two-time RMAC Player of the 
Week this season. She was named 
MVP for the Lady Mountaineers 
both seasons she played for them. 
Amber graduated in May with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Busi-
ness Administration with an em-

The Murray sisters

phasis in Marketing. She was also 
listed on the Dean’s Honor Roll.   

Amber and Taylor are the 
daughters of Pat and Julie Murray 
of Howe, Texas. In addition, they 
are the granddaughters of Mike 
and Annabeth Murray of Ralston 
and the late Judy Hammond of 
Weleetka. They are also the great-
granddaughters of Earnest Hood of 
Fairfax. 

Lynn wins fi rst
boxing match

Joseph Roger Lynn, a 12-year-
old Osage from Pawhuska, won his 
fi rst boxing match in front of a sold 
out crowd July 10 at the Tulsa Se-
lect Hotel. In a USA Amateur Box-
ing sanctioned match, Joseph won 
by decision against Dillon Cod-
dington who represents Oklahoma 
City’s Guerrero’s Boxing. Joseph 
represents Earl Gilkey’s Pawhus-
ka Boxing Club.

Joseph lost the fi rst round to a 
boy who outweighed him by 13 
pounds and was considerably tall-
er than him. But Joseph came back 
to win the second and third rounds 

of the match, causing the crowd to 
wild. Joseph’s family is very proud 
of him and wants to wish him con-
gratulations.

 

Luttrell admitted 
to Phillips Academy

Audrey Luttrell, a sophomore at 
San Juan High School has been ad-
mitted into the prestigious Phillips 
Academy in Andover, Massachu-
setts, for their summer program, 
“Summer Session.” The Phillips 
Academy is our nation’s oldest pri-
vate boarding school, established 
in 1778 to prepare youth for the 
future.

The Phillips “Summer Session,” 
which Audrey will be attending, 
seeks students in grades 9-12 who 
are both highly intelligent and 
highly moral. Classes are challeng-
ing and varied. Scholarships are 
available and students throughout 
the world apply.

Audrey lives on the Navajo Res-
ervation south of Bluff, Utah. She 
is a member of the MESA Club, 
Blue Mountain Native Club and 
Journalism Club. She also partici-
pates in cross-country. Audrey’s 
career goal is to become an envi-
ronmental scientist. Her hobbies 
are reading, running, listening to 
music, writing and drawing. She 
is the daughter of Caroline Lame-
man of Bluff, Utah and Richard 
Luttrell Jr., of Pawhuska, OK, who 
is a member of the Osage tribe. Au-
drey states, “I am very proud as a 
Native American to be represent-
ing my tribes at this program! I’m 
very thankful for the support and 
help of all my family and friends. 
I’m really excited to get to experi-
ence something now and know it 
will help me with my future.”

Joseph Lynn
See Announcements

—Continued on Page 21
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New baby girl!
Osage / Pawnee / Yankton baby 

Lottice Elizabeth Pehanzhutse Red 
Corn was born May 24, 2010. She 
weighed 8 pounds, 4 ounces and 
was 20-1/2 inches long.  

She was born to Thomas Ryan 
Red Corn and Electa Hare-Red 
Corn. She is Tsizho Washtaki 
Osage clan and Pitahwirata band 
Pawnee. Joyously celebrating her 
arrival at birth were her Auntie 
Carly Hare, Unkus Frank Red 
Corn, maternal grandparents 
Charley and Dawna Hare and pa-
ternal grandparents Raymond and 
Louise Red Corn and the late Eliz-
abeth Red Corn.

New baby girl!
Violet Mireille Manthey was born 

April 28th to parents Tara McLain 
Manthey and Toby Manthey and 
big brother Lucian Manthey in 
Little Rock, Ark. She weighed 8 
pounds, 3 ounces and was 20-inch-

Births and Celebrations

es long. Her grandmother is Abbie 
(Gore) McLain, daughter to Mary 
Catherine (Hazen) Gore, daugh-
ter to Marguerite (Hazen) Palm-
er Lynn, daughter to Martha A. 
(Plomondon) Palmer and John F. 
Palmer, both original alottees.

Happy birthday!
Family and friends would like to 

wish Daniel St. John a very Happy 
Birthday. He turned 4-years-old on 
July 10. Also, birthday wishes go 
out to Mary St. John who celebrat-
ed on July 11.

Happy birthday!
The family of Gabriele Turley 

would like to wish her a very hap-
py birthday. May god bless you all 

the days of your life. They love and 
adore you. Love your family. 

Happy birthday!
Happy birthdays to Kenny Peery 

July 3 and Rachel Peery July 18.

Happy birthday!
Brad Hight and Christie Duty 

of Skiatook would like to wish 
their son Brandon a Happy 4th 
Birthday! Brandon Russell Hight 
will turn 4-years-old on Aug. 27. 
Brandon loves to swim, play with 
his friends and is a member of the Skiatook Bucks t-ball team. He is 

also the younger brother of Taylor 
Hight. Brandon is the grandson of 
Judy and the late William “Papa” 
(Bill) Fredrick Hight of Skiatook 
and Ed and Judy Duty of Skiatook. 
We Wish You a Very Happy Birth-
day - Brandon.  We Love you with 
all our Hearts - Love, Mom, Dad 
and Sissy! 

Happy birthday!
Family and friends would like 

to wish the following individuals a 
very happy birthday for the month 
of July. 

Chelsea Hendricks, July 2, Jor-
dan Davis, July 4, Cher Satepau-
hoodle, July 6, Liz Ricketts, July 7, 
Erin Lookout, July 10, Talon Sate-
pauhoodle, July 15, Camryn Grace 

Lottice Elizabeth Pehanzhutse

Violet Mireille Manthey

Daniel St. John

Brandon Hight

Gabriele Turley

August 23rd is the deadline for all
submissions for the September issue of the

Mark it on your calendars!

See BIRTHDAYS 
—Continued on Page 21
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Save the Date! Local Events Calendar
AUGUST
August 13

Minerals Council Meeting
Minerals Council Chambers
Starts at 10 a.m. 

August 18
Minerals Council Meeting
Minerals Council Chambers
Starts at 10 a.m. 

SEPTEMBER
September 6

Labor Day
Observed Holiday-Offi ces Closed

September 7
Congressional Committee on 
Health and Social Services 
Meeting
Osage Nation Chambers
Starts at 2 p.m.
Contact Congressional Offi ce 
(918) 287-5448

September 15
Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare 
Conference Art Competition 
Call for Artists Deadline
Contact Carmin Tecumseh-
Williams (918) 316-7423 
or www.oicwa.org

September 17
Osage Nation Head Start 
Health and Safety Fair 
Participants needed
Pawhuska Fair Grounds
Time 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Contact Carol Kliesen 
(918) 629-9910 or Sandra Latty 
(918) 699-5561

September 20-24
Osage Nation WIC closed 
for training
All Osage Nation WIC offi ces will 
be closed for week long training. 
Normal offi ce hours will resume 
Monday, September 27. 
Contact Osage Nation WIC at 
(918) 287-5360

September 26
First Annual Young Native 
Women’s Leadership Academy
“Declaring our Power, Defi ning 
our Future”

Applications due by August 15
Tulalip Resort
Contact info@enduringspirit.org
 

OCTOBER
October 5
Congressional Committee 
on Health and Social 
Services Meeting
Osage Nation Chambers
Starts 2 p.m.
Contact Congressional Offi ce 
(918) 287-5448

October 11
Osage Day
Observed Holiday-Offi ces Closed

October 23
Red Ribbon Powwow
More information to follow
Pawhuska Fairgrounds
Contact Lavina Clark 
(918) 287-5425

October 23 
2nd Annual Cultural Walk
Registration opens August 15 thru 
September 15
Mullendore Cross Bell Ranch
Contact Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural 
Center (918) 287-5538 or
www.osagetribe.com/cultural 

NOVEMBER
November 2

Native Learning Center 
Fall Symposium
They will be hosting three full 
days of courses focusing on 
Tribal Government and 
Financial Wellness at Gaylord 
Palms, Kissimmee, Florida
Contact nativelearningcenter.com

November 2
Congressional Committee on 
Health and Social Services 
Meeting
Osage Nation Chambers
Starts 2 p.m.
Contact Congressional Offi ce 
(918) 287-5448

November 11
Veterans Day
Observed Holiday-Offi ces Closed

November 25
Thanksgiving Holiday
Observed Holiday-Offi ces Closed

November 26
Osage Heritage Day
Observed Holiday-Offi ces Closed

DECEMBER
December 7

Congressional Committee on 

Health and Social Services 
Meeting
Osage Nation Chambers
Starts 2 p.m.
Contact Congressional Offi ce 
(918) 287-5448

December 23-24
Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day
Observed Holiday-Offi ces Closed

OSAGE TRIBAL MUSEUM
World War I Exhibit

The Osage Tribal Museum is cur-
rently having a new exhibit cre-
ated for Osage WWI Veterans. If 
you have a WWI Veteran in your 
family please go online or come 
by the museum to verify that he 
is on our list of Veterans. Then 
you can contact the Osage Tribal 
Museum to be sure we have a 
photograph of your Veteran that 
is acceptable to the family.

This exhibit 
will be per-
manent and 
needs to con-

tain the best and highest quality photo-
graphs available. Please help us construct 
this exhibit to honor our Osageswho served 
the United States and the Osage Nation in 
WWI.

OSAGE TRIBAL MUSEUM
819 Grandview Avenue • Pawhuska, OK 74056

Mailing: Box 779 • Pawhuska, OK 74056

“Oldest Tribally-Owned Museum in North America”

www.osagetribe.com/museum • rkohnle@osagetribe.org

918.287.5441
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Osage Hot Shots
The Skiatook Hot Shots eight 

and under softball team had 11 
wins and 2 losses in league play 
this year and fi nished second in 
their division and second in league 
tournament. The Hot Shots also 
fi nished second in Several Tulsa 
Area Tournaments. Five of the 11 
girls on the team are Osage.

In July the team was invited to 
play at the ASA National Invita-
tional Tournament in Fort Smith, 
Ark., where they advanced to the 
quarterfi nals and lost to the reign-
ing National ASA Champions. 
As part of the National Tourna-
ment the Hot Shots were assigned 
a Sister Team which they made 
and exchanged gift bags with. The 
Skiatook Hot Shots would like to 
thank the Osage Nation for their 
Donations. The tournament was a 
great experience for the girls. 

Announcements
—Continued from Page 18

Birthdays
—Continued from Page 19

The Osage Hot Shots, from L to R: Mackenzie Barnett, Biscuit Ross, Piper Hand, Madi-
son Barnett and Taylor Hight.

The Team is coached by Jacki 
Barnett and Barney Barnett and 

Got Milk? We Do!
 If your child is under 5, if you are pregnant, breastfeeding 
an infant, or just had a baby, you should come see us. Just 
bring in proof of income and address, as well as identifi ca-
tion on the child and/or mom.
 We offer foods including cheese, eggs, cereal, juice, beans, 
and peanut butter for children and moms. For infants, we 
offer formula, infant cereals, and infant juices.

Need a special formula?
No problem! Just call us to see if we offer the formula you 
need. In most cases, we can help. We will require a doctor’s 
request for most special formulas.

Need help nursing?
Breastfeeding can be tough, but with a little help you can 
be a success.We offer lots of help and support with breast-
feeding. We even have a hotline for breastfeeding questions 
and concerns.

Come in and see one of our clerks: Abbey, Brandy, Shannon, 
Donna, Dana, or Cheryl; our Offi ce Manager, Debbie; or our 
Director, Renee, at WIC and we’ll get you fi xed up.

Our main offi ce is located at 1301 Grandview in Pawhuska.
Offi ce hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

or just give us a call at (800) 460-1006
to see how we can serve you!

WIC Clinic Schedules
Pawhuska . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday-Friday
(918) 287-1040 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Skiatook . . . . . . . . . Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
(918) 396-7352 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Fairfax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Every Thursday
(918) 642-3943 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Hominy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday & Thursday
(918) 885-4123 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Newkirk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st & 3rd Thursdays
10 a.m.-1 p.m.

McCord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2nd Wednesday
1 p.m.-4 p.m.

Tulsa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3rd Tuesday
4-6 p.m. School Year, 1-4 p.m. Summertime

Bartlesville . . 4th Thursday, 3rd Thursday on Holidays
3 p.m.-5:30 p.m.

assisted by Brad Hight and Bo 
Morgan of Skiatook.

Taylor Alexandria Hight

Davis and Matt Jones, July 23, 
Bunnie Sullins and Oobie Stover, 
July 29.

Happy birthday!
Taylor Alexandria Hight will 

be 9-years-old on Aug. 8. Taylor 
loves to swim, she loves art, spend-
ing time with her friends, spend-
ing time with her younger brother 
Brandon and her cat Sooner. She 
participates in gymnastics, tum-
bling, soccer, basketball and is a 
member of the Skiatook Hot Shots 
U8/U10 softball team. Taylor is 
the granddaughter of Judy and the 
late William “Papa” (Bill) Fredrick 
Hight of Skiatook and Ed and Judy 
Duty of Skiatook. We Wish You a 
Very Happy 9th Birthday Taylor.  
We Love you with all our Hearts - 
Love, Mom, Dad and brother!

Letters to the 
Editor Submissions

If you’d like to submit a 
letter to the editor, mail it to  
the Osage News, Attn.: Shan-
non Shaw, 627 Grandview, 
Pawhuska, OK 74056; email 
sshaw@osagenews.org, or fax 
to (918) 287-5563.
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Obituaries
Daniels Lee Cass

Daniels Lee Cass passed away Monday, 
June 28, 2010 in the Jane Phillips Medi-
cal Center, Bartlesville, Oklahoma at the 
age of 75.  

Dan was born January 7, 1935 in Ponca 
City, Oklahoma, the son of Roy Andrew 
and Myrtle (Daniels) Cass. He attended 
Jones Academy and then graduated from 
Chilocco Indian School in 1953. Novem-
ber 12, 1953, he married who he thought 
was the most beautiful woman in the 
world, Marion Cunningham in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. They have been married for 
57 years. Before retirement, Dan had 
worked in oilfi eld construction, spent 18 
years working at the Pawhuska Journal-
Capital newspaper, and then worked for 
16 years for the Osage BIA Minerals De-
partment. Dan was the fi rst “sergeant of 
arms” for the Osage Nation Congress and 
also worked with OERB. Dan was always 
supportive of the Osage Culture and cus-
toms. For over 30 years, he served on the 
committee for the In lon ska Dances, as 
well as helping his wife and family cook 
for the dances. He enjoyed teaching students young and old how to play 
handgame and Indian Dice. He helped as a counselor with the alcohol 
abuse programs. Dan was also involved with the construction of the new 
Wakon Iron Hall when it was built. He received numerous awards for his 
efforts within the Osage community, including “Employee of the Year” 
from the BIA.

In his spare time, Dan enjoyed raising chickens, his dogs, and coon 
hunting. He loved watching his grandkids and great grandkids partic-
ipate in football and wrestling. Dan and his wife, Marion, had raised 
many kids over the years - not only their own children, but his younger 
brothers and sisters and some of their grandchildren. They were Santa’s 
Helpers during the holidays, portraying Mr. & Mrs. Claus for the City. 
Dan was a member of the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, and 
also participated in the Native American Church.  

Surviving are: His wife: Marion Cass; His daughter and son: Daniese 
Cass and Sammy Cass; Four grandchildren: Bruce, Danielle, Jason and 
Samantha Cass; 11 great grandchildren Gene Big Soldier III, Tristian, 
Tennessee, Landon, and AydDan Marion  McCartney, Corlin and Logan 
Cass, Olivia, Ryan, Christian, and Katelynn Cass; A sister and brother: 
Cynthia Pradmore and Leroy Cass; numerous nieces and nephews, and 
a host of other family and friends.  

Dan was preceded in death by his parents, two sons: Milton Bruce 
Cass and Edward Lee Cass, and seven siblings: Dominic and George Wil-
liams; Charles and Jim Cass; Charlotte Joe Fowler, Edna Conley and 
Lila Dooling.

Daniels Lee Cass

Rosary was held on Wednesday, June 30 at 7 p.m. at the Wakon Iron 
Chapel, Pawhuska. Traditional Indian Services where held Thursday, 
July 1, at 8 a.m. also at the Chapel with Eddie RedEagle Jr. offi ciated. 
Funeral Mass followed at 10 a.m., at the Immaculate Conception Catho-
lic Church with Father Chris Daigle offi ciated. Interment held at the 
Pawhuska City Cemetery. McCartney’s Johnson Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.

My grandmother and our family would like to thank everyone for the 
prayers, food, money, and love that was extended to our family. We would 
also like to thank the Doctors, Nurses, and EMT staff that worked so dili-
gently with Grandpa at Pawhuska Hospital and in Bartlesville Hospital. 
A special thank you to the priests, who visited the hospital. Thank you 
doesn’t seem like enough, but we sincerely appreciated everyone’s kind-
ness; may you all receive many blessings.

OSAGE
TRIBAL MUSEUM

819 Grandview Avenue
Pawhuska, OK 74056

“Oldest Tribally-Owned Museum
in North America”

www.osagetribe.com/museum

918.287.5441

“The Osage Ten”
Between now and 2010, a major project, entitled “The Osage Ten,” 

will allow us wonderful additions to our ever-growing museum

You may recall that we have a bust of Albert Penn, located in the east 

wing, which was donated by the Smithsonian, back in 2005, and Shun-

Kamolah was just unveiled at the museum’s 70th anniversary on May 

2, 2008. We are asking for your help in having all ten busts completed.

The people who had casts made for them are: Albert Penn, Shun-Kah-

molah, Fred Lookout, Charley Wachrici, Henry Pratt, William Fletcher, 

Wah-Hrah-Lum-Pah (Margaret Dodd), Charles McDougan, Che-Sho-Wa-Ke-

Pah (Fidelis Cole) and Ah-Hu-Shin-Kah (Little Wing).

A plaque will be placed under each bust for those who have donated.

Send your donations to:

Osage Tribal Museum
PO Box 779

Pawhuska, OK 74056

If you are sending a check or money order, please make it out to the
“Smithsonian Institution” (not “Osage Tribal Museum”) and please put

“The Osage Ten” in the memo section. Thank you!
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Letters to the Editor
Recent Elections Similar to Past

The recent Osage Nation elections were in one respect similar to all 
previous elections in that much emphasis is placed on protecting the 
Osage Mineral Trust. The slogan used in yesteryear was, “vote for me 
or you will lose your Headright.” This year, candidates warned that the 
Osage Constitution threatens the viability of the Minerals Council thus 
threatening the viability of the Mineral Trust – still a scare tactic – still 
the old “ vote for me or you will lose-your- Headright reasoning. The sad 
outcome through the years is that “this” scare tactic works.   

The next Osage election in 2012 will undoubtedly have the same scare 
tactics, but maybe a few more Osages will compare candidates based on 
leadership qualities if the word can be circulated about how unlikely 
Federal legislation will be passed to end the Osage Mineral Trust. This 
subject (unlikelihood of  Federal legislation)is discussed by two Osage 
lawyers. Wilson Pipestem’s talk at the Osage Cultural Center (5/06/10) 
was fi lmed and is available for viewing or download by calling up the 
Osage Nation web page. Also, John T. Edwards’ letter to the Osage News 
editor published in Volume 6, Issue 6 (the issue previous to this issue) 
explains how and when the Minerals Trust was established and why the 
“vote for me or lose your Headright “ campaign slogan is of little use in 
adjudging the worthiness of candidates for Osage governmental offi ce.

–George A. Shannon
Skiatook, OK

Dear Chief Jim Gray
I want you to know that we appreciate all the hard work and due dili-

gence in protecting the Osage people and our new Constitution.  
The unfortunate battles with the majority of this fi rst elected Osage 

Congress that we all had to deal with and Washington D.C.; you showed 
us your determination and tenacity for your obligations as Principal 
Chief to fi ght for our nation.   You brought the Osage people and a nation 
to the forefront of respect from other nations and the United States.

I sincerely, thank you 
Your honesty, integrity, truth, and the care you have demonstrated 

for your people must be acknowledge and commended with truth and 
honesty. 

You will always remain the fi rst Principal Chief of this new Osage Na-
tion under the adopted constitution by our Osage voter’s worldwide.

We want to wish you and your family the best in your new endeavors, 
and keep in touch.

We “Thank You” for the time you were away from your family and for 
all you have accomplished in forming this new Nation.

–Sandra Akins
Pawhuska, OK

Tired of the bickering
I totally agree with John Hutchinson from Kansas. He’s a fellow off-

res. Osage who’s tired of reading about our legislators’ arguments in the 

Opinion

Cartoon © Santo Domingo Pueblo Cartoon Artist, Ricardo Caté

Without Reservations

Osage News (see Letters to the editor, “Tired of the Bickering,” May 2010). 
Disagreement is expected, and even healthy, in true collaborative ad-
vancement of our tribe, but too much is too much, especially on the front 
page of every issue. I’m not pointing fi ngers at the legislators; I suspect 
most have served very honorably and only a few are self-serving. It’s 
hard to tell form several state away, though.

We outlanders must rely on the Osage News, but with all the bickering 
on the front page, it’s likely my young relatives just starting to receive 
the paper never even open it. Those confl ict-ridden articles undermine 
my attempts to spread the word that our unique heritage is worth pre-
serving.

I suggest we bury the war stories deeper in the News. Better yet, I hope 
our newly elected offi cials will truly “bury the hatchet” and start listen-
ing respectfully to one another.

–Lori Newkirk
Boise, Idaho
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