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Readers!
Tell the Osage Congress
we don’t have forever
to set up a free press
By Tara Manthey
The Osage News has had a few tumultuous
months. Moving from an institutional newsletter
to a record of the open dialogue of a community
has been a bumpy ride—and is far from over.
We need your help to get there.
But before I get into that, let me offer a sign
of progress: The chief is reading this at the same
time you are.
Whether you are an Osage in Hominy or
Hawaii, whether you work for the Osage Congress or in the Executive office, from now on
you’ll get your hands on the Osage News at the
same time your leaders do: after it goes to print.
It’s a small but important step toward becoming an independent newspaper. Chief Jim Gray
and his staff no longer review—or even suggest—articles in the Osage News.
On top of that, we just learned that the chief
plans to issue an executive order declaring the
paper’s independence. The paper plans to move
to non-tribal offices in downtown Pawhuska and
start a new daily news and information Web
site.
That doesn’t mean the Osage News is truly independent, however, because there’s nothing in
Osage law that would prevent Gray, or a future
chief, from meddling. We think the chief is good
for his word, but we’re journalists, and we can’t
See FREE PRESS
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Time is of the Essence
forget the old editor’s creed: “If
your mother says she loves you,
check it out.”
There’s also nothing in the law
that would prevent Congress from
pulling the paper’s budget for
printing the paper, or for cutting
the salary of the staff, or any other
power that a purse-keeper can exercise.
Back to how you can help get
that protection for the paper.
On April 2, a committee of the
Osage Congress declined to vote on
a proposal to move the paper from
the Executive office to the management of an independent non-profit
organization. The non-profit would
seek biennial grants from the Nation to operate and would have
protection under the law from interference from politicians and bureaucrats.
It would seem to be a simple maneuver, since both the chief and
most members of Congress are
firmly on record as supporting a
free and independent Osage press.
But the committee voted 3-2 in favor of tabling the proposal until
the Osage Nation Supreme Court
makes a decision on a related court
case.

Bear with me here, this gets
complicated.
The Supreme Court has yet to
meet since being set up a few years
ago. Nobody knows how long it
would take the three members to
make a decision after all the lawyers involved have submitted their
arguments. Months? Years? We
don’t know.
On top of that, the complaint
sent to the high court has nothing
to do with the Nation ending up
with a free and independent press.
The case started as a bill Congress passed last fall to create a
free press. The chief vetoed it because he felt it conflicted with
the Osage Constitution in several
ways. The Congress overrode his
veto. The Chief asked the Osage
Nation district court to intervene.
That court upheld the chief’s position.
After that decision, the chief appointed me and two other Osages
to serve on an editorial board and
figure out how to separate the paper from the Osage government.
We crafted the non-profit model I
mentioned above. We got ready to
ask Congress for approval.
Then we found out that Archie
Mason, Speaker of the Osage Con-
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gress, had appealed that case to the
Supreme Court. Congressman Kugee Supernaw, before voting on his
motion to table our proposal, said
the appeal is about whether the
chief has the power to challenge a
bill after Congress has overridden
his veto.
It had nothing to do with a free
and independent press, he said.
“It has now become,” Supernaw
said, “an issue of whether or not
we’re going to set the precedent of
allowing the executive branch to
appeal or challenge every bill that
we override. If this bill is allowed
to go forward without challenge,
then they can challenge in court,
every time, every bill that we pass
by override. If that’s the case, then
we have given up the right of this
Congress to make laws.”
Fair enough. It would be good
for the Nation to know if there’s
an imbalance of power in its government. But does that mean the
Osage News has to live in limbo for
months? Years?
We don’t think so.
Since the Supreme Court case
appears to be about the perceived
power struggle and not about the
press, Congress should allow the
Osage News to form its non-profit

“To have a free press, to inform our Osage citizens of the activities of our Nation,
is essential to a lasting democracy for our people.”
–Jim Gray, June 8, 2008
Osage Nation Principal Chief
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organization. If there’s no time left
in this legislative session, Congress
should convene for a brief special
session to make it happen.
What’s the hurry?
We believe that Congress can
legislate a free and independent
press, and the Executive can decree one, and the tribal courts can
even adjudicate one, but only professional journalists can actually
bring one about. They do it by putting out the kind of newspaper that
Osage readers so richly deserve:
full of top-quality stories reported,
written and edited by professional
journalists.
We have no idea how long all the
parties who agree that the Osage
Nation needs a free press will
be around. What if the Supreme
Court waits until after the next
election and we have a new set of
players who aren’t interested in a
free press? What if our college-educated interim editor decides she’s
had enough of being in the middle
of this political tug-of-war and decides to find a job where she can
perform real journalism?
Congress is not letting us do our
work, and thus is standing in the
way of you and your newspaper.
You deserve better. If you agree
with us, please call or email a Congress member, and tell them to get
out of the way: You don’t want to
wait another year, month or even
day for an Osage News that’s as
good as it could be.
The Osage Congress:
• Archie Mason (Speaker):
amason@osagetribe.org,
918-810-4291
• Faren Revard Anderson:
revard99@hotmail.com,
918-691-0889
• Debra Atterberry:
dlittleton@osagetribe.org,
918-287-8850
• Jerri Jean Branstetter:
See FREE PRESS
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Per-Cap Bill, Debate Delayed Till Next Session
—Payments Could Squeeze Programs, Opponents Say, but Supporters Welcome Financial Help
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News
The heated debate over yearly
$500 per-capita payments from
casino profits will simmer on the
backburner for another six months
after a congressman postponed his
authorization bill until the next
legislative session.
Congressman William “Kugee”
Supernaw tabled ONCA 09-09,
saying he expected Principal Chief
Jim Gray to reject the per-cap bill
by pocket veto. Supernaw promised
to reintroduce his bill in September’s Tzi-Zho session of Congress.
Supernaw’s bill would establish a procedure for the approval,
distribution and maintenance of
per-caps to each Osage citizen, regardless of age. A companion bill
sponsored by Congressman Doug
Revard would appropriate $5 million from the Nation’s treasury for
a payment of $500.
Opponents fear per-capita payments would curtail some popular
Nation programs and that yearly
appropriations for per-caps could
grow each election year, as politicians vie for office. Proponents say
they would welcome financial relief
from the Nation.
“Due to the timing, if [the percapita bill] was passed out of [the
Governmental Operations] committee, it would be subject to a
pocket veto,” Supernaw said in a
committee meeting April 7. “I’m
going to table it so we can work on
it during the interim until the next
session.”
The chief, who opposes per-capita payments, can indirectly veto
a bill passed by Congress late in a
session by refusing to sign it before
the legislature adjourns. The process is called a pocket veto.
Supernaw said a per-capita payment to all Osage citizens would be
the most cost-effective way to get a
small amount of money to Osages
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Osage Congressman William “Kugee”
Supernaw

everywhere. He pointed out that
most Osages live outside of the reservation and don’t benefit from services provided by the Nation.
Gray disagreed. The chief cited
a number of services designed for
Osages who live outside of the reservation: The Crisis Assistance
program helped Texas Osages hit
by Hurricane Ike to repair their
homes and buy generators last
September. The burial assistance
program helps all Osages with
burial costs of a family member.
Osage students can receive up to
$10,000 a year for college costs, and
Congress just passed the Health
Benefit Act, which will give a $500
medical benefit card to all Osages
who apply.
“That’s an argument made by
the proponents [of per-capita payments], that [per-cap] is something
we can do to help everybody,” Gray
said. “And I agree, it is something
we can do, but is it the best thing
we can do? Is it the only thing we
can do? Because once you start on

this route, [per-cap] becomes the
only thing you end up doing.”
Some opponents of per-capita
payments worry that the Nation’s
casinos could follow the pattern of
some per-cap-paying tribes: Under
pressure to increase profits to fund
ever-growing per-cap payments,
the casinos cut corners on maintenance, service and training and,
over time, they lose patrons and
revenue declines.
During the Governmental Operations Committee meeting March
31, members of the community
spoke for and against the payments.
Osage citizen Ryan Red Corn
said that per-capita payments can
easily “spiral out of control” and he
urged Congress to be cautious in
making a decision that could impact the tribe and its citizens for
years.
“Logic would say that we don’t
have a per-cap system in place,”
Red Corn said, adding, in reference to economic conditions on
the Osage reservation: “There has
been $6 billion [in headright money] that has gone through this community. Can anyone tell me, look
me in the eye, that this community
has had $6 billion go through it?”
Osage citizen Miya McKim
spoke in favor of per-caps. She said
she was living in California when
the Osage Nation government reform and strategic planning meetings were held across the country
and that she was “sucked in” by
the promise of a better life if she
moved back to the reservation.
“I came home and I have applied
for a job seven times and have not
gotten hired by my own people!”
said McKim as she became emotional. “And you’re quibbling about
passing out $5 million to our people?”
Among concerns raised by Supernaw’s fellow Congress members

were complications that could arise
with trust fund accounts set up
for minors. Even if there was only
one per-capita payment, the trust
funds would have to be managed
until the minor reached 18 and,
if not collected, until the Osage
turned 25.
“I think a lot of people are misunderstanding the bill I have entered.
The bill I have entered are the procedures for administering the percapita payments,” Supernaw said
in a telephone interview. “If the
per-cap goes to minors, then this
bill would set up the procedures.
The trust account for minors could
be taken out. That would be set up
by [Congressman] Doug Revard’s
bill. …
“They’re attacking us like it’s the
final bill, but it’s not. It’s just setting up the procedure,” Supernaw
said.
Supernaw said administering a
per-capita payment would not add
much cost to the Nation or many
more new hires.
ONCA 09-09 would give Congress the authority to legislate the
amount of the per-capita payment
each year. The bill states that all
checks would be mailed on the
same day to the more than 10,000
Osages over 18.
The bill would require the two
employees of the Certificate Degree
of Indian Blood office to maintain
a database divided into three sections of minors, adults and elders.
The CDIB employees would make
sure all Osage citizens know that
their per-capita payment is subject
to federal and state income tax.
However, in statements conflicting with language in his bill, Supernaw said the $500 per-cap amount
was set so it would not be taxable
See PER-CAP BILL
—Continued on Page 10
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Next Step: 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals

Judge Denies Nation’s
Request to Reconsider
in Reservation Case
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News
Federal Judge James Payne denied the Osage Nation’s motion
to reconsider his order to dismiss the Nation’s lawsuit against
the Oklahoma Tax Commission March 16.
“Judge Payne’s most recent decision does not come as a surprise,” said Osage Nation Principal Chief Jim Gray. “We now
can get on with our appeal.”
The Nation appealed
to the 10th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals, in
Denver, April 13.
Payne delivered a 27–ON Principal Chief Jim Gray
page decision in Osage
Nation v. Oklahoma
Tax Commission, citing
the Oklahoma Organic Act, the Oklahoma Enabling Act and the
Osage Allotment Act as proof that the U.S. Congress intended
to dissolve the Osage reservation and leave only ownership of
the mineral estate and small tracts of trust land to the Nation.
Payne’s decision said that because Congress gave the State of
Oklahoma jurisdiction over tribal members not living on trust
land, they are not exempt from state income taxes.
The motion for reconsideration asked Payne to take another
look at the evidence the Nation provided. The Nation stressed
that states can have multiple layers of jurisdiction. Osage County does not cease to exist if it is also the Osage Reservation. It
can be both.
The Nation further contended that the Osage Reservation is a
“formal” reservation that originated in treaty and was confirmed
by Congress with certain aspects of the transaction accomplished
through executive order. The Nation bought the reservation from
the Cherokee tribe, paid for it with cash and still owns the deed
to the land, dated June 14, 1883. The deed provided the Nation
with a reservation set apart and confirmed as its reservation.
The case was filed in 2001 in federal court in Tulsa, and in
December 2007 the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled
that the Nation could proceed against individual members of the
Oklahoma Tax Commission.
The Nation hopes to at least have its voice heard in the 10th
Circuit Court upon appeal, Chief Gray said.

“Judge Payne’s most
recent decision does not
come as a surprise…”
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Osages Show Arkansans they are “alive and well”
—First People of Arkansas Return to Open Permanent Exhibit
By Tara Manthey
Special to the Osage News
The Caddo, Osage and Quapaw
people were forced out of Arkansas nearly 200 years ago, and except for place names and roadside
markers, it’s hard to find signs of
the first people in The Natural
State.
A new exhibit at the Historic Arkansas Museum in downtown Little Rock hopes to change that. “We
Walk in Two Worlds: The Caddo,
Osage and Quapaw in Arkansas”
opened March 27. The permanent
exhibit allows the native people of
Arkansas to tell their historic and
contemporary stories.
The exhibit includes nearly 160
historical and modern objects,
including 48 on loan from the
Smithsonian Institution’s National
Museum of the American Indian.
Another 20 objects are on loan

from representatives of the three
tribes. Voices of Indian people are
sprinkled throughout the exhibit.
“Most people get to tell their story as a matter of right,” said Kevin
Gover, director of the National Museum of the American Indian and
Pawnee/Comanche. “But Indian
people have had other people telling their story for too long.”
At an opening reception, Osage
Nation Principal Chief Jim Gray
said the shared history of Arkansas residents and the Osage, Caddo and Quapaw is too often told
without the contemporary, living
history of the tribes.
While he was grateful that the
Osage could tell their story in the
exhibit, he said it’s unfortunate
that the exchange was 200 years
overdue.
“You’ve asked us to accept all the
important things in your world and
tonight,” he said, “you have asked

Photo courtesy of Arkansas Democrat Gazette

Osage moccasins are displayed at the permanent Osage exhibit at the Historic Arkansas Museum in downtown Little Rock.

Photo courtesy of Arkansas Democrat Gazette

Osage dancers parade-in at the opening festivities for the permanent Osage exhibit at
the Historic Arkansas Museum in downtown Little Rock.

us to share with you all the things
that are important in our world.”
Depictions of the original inhabitants are hard to find in Arkansas,
much less those told from the native perspective.
For example, just a few blocks
away from the Historic Arkansas Museum is a new $8.3 million
nature center operated by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission. In a series of panels telling
the natural history of the state, a
map of the ancestral lands of the
Osage, Caddo and Quapaw rests in
a display case with drawings and
photos of extinct animals.
“We Walk in Two Worlds” is a
milestone for Arkansas, as the
state officially partnered with the
tribes and the National Museum
of the American Indian to tell the
story of “struggle and endurance”
said Bill Worthen, director of the
Historic Arkansas Museum.
The path through the exhibit follows a curve through six subject
areas starting with creation stories

and traditional culture and leading
though white contact, disease, removal and ending with the continuation of culture through games,
arts, dance and religion.
Throughout the exhibit, historic
objects and personal experiences
are used to illustrate that story.
A hide used in an Osage sacred
bundle ceremony represents culture in the “deep history,” while a
quote from David Conrad, Director
of Government Relations for the
Osage Nation, explains how the
tribes’ “transplanted roots” prosper in Oklahoma.
“Osage, Quapaw and Caddo reservations are in Oklahoma,” Conrad is quoted in the exhibit, “yet we
are still here because of our relationships with the modern people
of Arkansas; with their thirst for
knowledge about our history in the
land which they now call home.
We are still here because we wish
See ARKANSAS EXHIBIT
—Continued on Page 12
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Chief to Bypass Congress, Issue Order
Declaring Osage News Independent
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
With a new bill on the future
of the Osage News stalled in Congress, Principal Chief Jim Gray
said he would issue an executive
order declaring the tribal newspaper an independent publication.
Gray could act April 13, the day
Congress’ spring session is scheduled to adjourn. The chief’s decision to bypass the legislature is the
newest twist in the yearlong political tug-of-war between the two
government branches over how the
monthly tribal newspaper should
operate and be financed.
The executive order would declare the Osage News an independent news outlet free from
influence or direction from tribal
government officials.
“The executive branch can ensure (the Osage News) will be independent and will give some kind
of written authority to ensure it,”
Gray said in an April 8 interview.
The chief’s executive order would
“put it in writing so the public
knows” that the newspaper’s editor
and reporters will have “the freedom to do their jobs,” he said.
Soon after the executive order, the newspaper would move
out of its Executive Branch office,
rent private space in Pawhuska
and launch a daily news Web site
housed in a non-Nation server.
Gray’s order was expected to authorize interim editor Shannon
Shaw to name an advisory panel
to replace a three-member Editorial Board, whose terms expire at
the conclusion of Congress’ spring
session.
Congress Speaker Archie Mason
said he could not predict Congress’
reaction if the chief issues the executive order. “This is the first time

I’ve heard of it,” he said, before declining further comment.
Congressional efforts to pass free
press legislation during the 2009

The 2009 bill avoids any mention
of Osage News content. The new
bill would “establish the Osage
News as a free and independent

“The executive order would ‘put it in
writing so the public knows’ that the
newspaper’s editor and reporters will
have ‘the freedom to do their jobs.’”
—Chief Jim Gray t
spring session failed earlier this
month, while a 2008 free press bill
has become the Osage Supreme
Court’s first case. The congressional Government Operations Committee decided on April 2 to table
the “Osage Nation Free and Independent Press Act,” pending the
Supreme Court’s decision on the
2008 free press bill, passed by Congress last April.
Gray vetoed that bill, citing
Osage “constitutional violations…
(The bill) attempts to regulate the
structure and content of the Osage
News and therefore abridges the
freedom of the press.” Gray also objected to funding provisions in the
bill. “The press can never be free or
independent if the funding to support it is subject to legislative appropriations and it is established
by Congress,” Gray said in his executive veto message.
Congress overrode Gray’s veto,
the chief asked the Osage Nation district court to intervene,
and it upheld the chief’s position.
Speaker Mason, acting on behalf of
Congress, appealed the case to the
Supreme Court last month.

press organized under a triballyincorporated nonprofit structure”
run by the Editorial Board. The
newspaper would receive congressional and other grants through
the Osage Nation Foundation.
The 2009 bill was sponsored
by Congresswoman Shannon Edwards and co-sponsored by Congresswoman Debra Atterberry. It
was crafted by the three interim
Editorial Board members appointed by Gray earlier this year.
The six-member Government
Operations Committee voted 3-2 –
with Mason abstaining – to table
the bill on April 2.
Congressman William “Kugee”
Supernaw, who sits on the committee and voted to table the bill,
said he wanted to see what the Supreme Court decides on the 2008
bill. “It’s obvious we need to settle
that case before we move forward,”
Supernaw said during the committee meeting on the bill.
Congressman and committee
member Raymond Red Corn voted
to move the bill out of committee.
“We’re spending too much on lawyers,” he said at the meeting. “I

come down on the side of ‘let’s settle this legislatively.’…This is a solution that will get us out of court.”
“Initially I was a little shocked”
by the committee’s decision, Gray
said in the interview. “Why would
we not listen to them?” he asked, referring to the three Editorial Board
members—all Osages—who collectively have more than 40 years of
professional journalism experience
at top news organizations.
It is not known when the Supreme Court will hear the case.
Gray said a decision possibly could
take a couple of years.
The chief said he would complete
his executive order by the time the
spring congressional session adjourns. The timing and wording of
the executive order are crucial so
the interim Editorial Board members can continue advising the
newspaper. Congress refused to
confirm the Editorial Board ahead
of the Supreme Court decision,
and the members’ interim appointments were to expire at the end of
the session.
The interim members are Teresa
Trumbly Lamsam, an associate
professor in the School of Communication at the University of Nebraska at Omaha; Tara Manthey,
a former reporter for the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette in Little Rock
and two other newspapers, who is
communications director for Arkansas Advocates for Children and
Families; and Denny McAuliffe, a
former editor at The Washington
Post, who is founder and director
of reznet, a Native American news
Web site.
The Osage News is distributed
widely among the Nation’s 17,000
members each month, with a copy
mailed to each adult Osage.
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Pawhuska Teen Soars with Eagle Scout Honor
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
Dalton Abrams, outdoors enthusiast, has accomplished what many
young Cub Scouts only dream of;
the ranking of Eagle Scout.
A member of Boy Scouts Troop
33, holder of the First Class scout
ranking and having amassed more
than 20 merit badges; Dalton has
been recognized as an Eagle Scout
– the highest rank offered by the
Boy Scouts of America.
“It shows that you’ve learned everything you can from the (scouting) handbook and you’ve done a
project that helps better your community,” Dalton said. “It takes a
lot of work.”
The 18-year-old Pawhuska High
School senior has been “hooked” on
Boy Scouting since he was six years
old and has taken part in events
such as community service projects
and camping excursions. One of his
more challenging accomplishments
was a 120-plus mile canoe trip in
northern Minnesota last summer.
“It was a chance to get outdoors
and learn more,” Dalton said.
When the week-long expedition
was finished, Dalton had sore arms
“for a couple of days” from rowing,
but completing that journey and

Assistant Scout Master Joe Long, pins the Eagle Scout medal on Dalton Abrams April 8 at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center during
a recognition ceremony in Dalton’s honor.

other scouting challenges has paid
off.
For his project that earned him
an Eagle Scout rank, Dalton helped
rebuild public benches at the dance
arbor in Pawhuska.
In an April 8 recognition ceremony at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Cultural Center, Dalton received his

A table covered with Dalton’s merit badges and honors showcases his accomplishments in scouting.

All Photos by Benny Polacca/Osage News

Eagle Scout medal and badge in
front of his parents, scout peers,
scout leaders and his family and
friends. Martin Parks, Pawhuska
High School’s assistant principal
and athletic director, spoke at the
event.
“He’s always been a kind and
respectful person,” said Parks, a
family friend who has also taught
Dalton in school. Parks also addressed Dalton’s fellow Boy Scouts
at the April 8 event saying those
who reach the Eagle Scout ranking
need “discipline, dedication and direction” in their lives.
Dalton said it also took dedication and willingness on his family’s
part as he continued scouting activities over the years.
“It’s been a lot of work,” said
Dalton’s mom, Pam Abrams-Jester
who was also a den leader when
Dalton joined the Boy Scouts. Her
husband Troy has served as an assistant scout master. “I learned
quite a bit about different areas I
wasn’t familiar with,” she said, giv-

ing as examples some handyman
work projects with tools.
After Dalton graduates this year,
he plans to study civil engineering
at the Oklahoma State University
campus in Okmulgee so he can take
his enjoyment of building stuff “to
a bigger scale.”
When Dalton was not busy
with scouting activities, he traveled abroad for five years as part
of the People to People Student
Ambassador program to countries
like France Italy, Spain, Australia and England. Dalton said he
learned about the countries’ people
and cultures and shared the same
about the United States – especially Oklahoma.
Dalton tells people the state is a
place where you can find the most
Native Americans and sets the record straight if he’s asked whether
“we still live in teepees.”
“I like sleeping in one, but I like
central A/C and heat a little better,” he said with a grin.
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Health Focus Tour 2009
a Success
In the spring of 2007, our Osage
People chose Health as the number one strategic plan to be implemented. The Health Focus Tour
continued to further that goal by
reaching out to the people that
make up our Osage Nation. Our
goal was to hear your opinions and
get information about your health
needs. Attendance at the meetings
exceeded our expectations. We
had planned for about 15 to 20 attendees for each meeting; happily,
around 18 to 26 would attend.
The Dallas meeting was a huge
success, and Osages filled the room
with hope. One woman drove from
Louisiana. Many shared positive comments. Ira Hight said, “I
commend the Nation for wanting
to take care of their People. Five
years ago I went to an IHS facility and had to wait over 10 hours

to see a doctor who told me there
was nothing he could do for the serious case of poison ivy I had. He
told me to buy an over-the-counter
drug, but I knew I needed prescription drugs. From that day forward,
I have gone to private doctors for
medical treatment. I believe our
Nation will do a better job of taking care of their People.”
Matt Littleton, a student at the
Parker Chiropractic College in
Dallas, said, “I appreciate everyone
coming here to talk with us. I am
learning so much about the body’s
healing process, and I know we can
go from sick care to health care.
Preventive care is so important. I
think the Health Advisory Board is
playing a vital role in keeping the
Osage Nation healthy.”
And, Jennifer Waldon said, “I
have an existing health condition,
will I be able to take advantage
of health insurance offered by the
Tribe?” My answer was, “Yes. We
are researching this issue and taking cases such as this into consideration.”
Some comments from other
meetings across the states were,
“Thanks for sharing the information about the health-benefit goals
you are setting for our Tribe and
for asking for our input;” “We appreciate the personal attention
you have given to us.” And an important question was asked, “How
are you going to do it…how are
you going to deliver a health-care
coverage plan to us?” My answer
was, “I have been working hard to
move our Nation forward on this
issue. We have an energetic and
knowledgeable Health and Wellness Board, we have legislation in
Congress, and we are preparing to
negotiate a contract with IHS for
Tribal management of the Pawhuska Osage Health Clinic.”
The Health Focus Tour began on
February 11, and will end on April
22. Tour stops includes the three

villages in Osage county, Tulsa,
and Oklahoma City; Oakland and
Los Angeles, California; Albuquerque, New Mexico; and Dallas and
Houston, Texas.
Osages attending the Health Focus meetings demonstrate high expectations that delivery for the top
three Health Survey Results from
the 25-Year Strategic Plan would
be implemented in the near future:
(1) Offer a group health, PPO, or
HMO insurance for all Osage citizens, (2) Offer low cost prescription
drugs or prescription drug insurance, and (3) Offer low cost general
and Medicare supplemental health
insurance for all Osage citizens. I
have the passion and persistence
to make this happen. Hopes soar
among our Osage People.
A Welcome to the Newly
Appointed Members of
a Future Editorial
Advisory Board
I would like to offer a big welcome to the newly appointed members of the new and, hopefully,
future Osage News Editorial Advisory Board: Denny McAuliffe, Teresa Trumbly Lamsam, and Tara
Manthey. Lamsam is an Associate
Professor at the School of Communications at the University of
Nebraska, McAuliffe is a former
Washington Post editor who is now
the founder and director of reznet,
a Native American news Web site,
and Manthey, a former reporter for
the Arkansas Democratic Gazette,
is currently the Communications
Director for the Arkansas Advocate for Children and Families.
Appointed by Chief Gray in December 2008, they held their first
meeting in January 2009 and immediately charted a new course
for the Osage News. Media plans
are broader and include pursuing a freer and independent press
in a department separate from
the Executive Branch, creating a

Tribally–owned nonprofit news organization, and creating an independent Web site. Their ideas and
plans are exciting.
Honored at the Caney
Pow Wow
Spring of 2009 froze northeast
Oklahoma with an eight-inch snow
storm that cancelled the March
28th Caney Valley Indian Education Pow Wow in Caney, Kansas.
Each year they recognize an outstanding role model to honor, and
this year they selected me as the
Honored Elder. I was looking forward to representing the Osage
Nation as an Honored Elder at this
pow wow and was disappointed
when it did not come to pass. On
the other hand, the Committee did
make a special trip to Pawhuska
to present me with the gifts. I was
very happy to see them, and I appreciate the recognition.
The Osage Sovereignty Day Pow
Wow in Tulsa, Oklahoma was a
success. Congressman Archie Mason and myself were the mastersof-ceremony (MCs). I had a good
time, and enjoyed being present
with the dancers, singers, and participants. People told me that it
was a good day. Sovereignty Day
brings a new awareness to Osages
in that it addresses our heritage
and provides a path and vision for
the future of the Nation.
Hun Kah Session Spring 2009
The Hun-kah Session 2009
opened with the 6th Session of the
1st Osage Congress on Monday,
March 16. Congress will be addressing several controversial bills.
At the time of this writing, the Independent Press Act (ONCA 09-28)
is in litigation. I think the ideas
and views of the newly appointed
Board are great, and I believe they
See ASSISTANT CHIEF
—Continued on Page 15
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Chief Enacts “Gag Order” on Employee
Communication with ON Congress
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News
Osage Nation Principal Chief
Jim Gray enacted a policy that
has some Osages raising their eyebrows. The “gag order” as some
Osages call it, limits communication between Executive Branch
employees and the Osage Nation
Congress.
Some in Congress are upset.
The “Executive Branch Protocol
and Procedures for Working with
and Communicating to the Osage
Nation Congress” is a three-page
document detailing how the more
than 2,000 Executive Branch employees are to communicate with
members of Congress. The policy
applies to employees during and
after work hours.
“Protocol such as this, they exist
in state governments, they exist
in the federal government, other
tribal governments have this,” said
Osage Nation Principal Chief Jim
Gray. “The fact that we’ve gone as
long as we have without having
anything like this, is kind of remarkable.”
It would work like this: when a
member of Congress approaches
an employee in the local supermarket after work hours, or on the
weekend, and asks them in his or
her official capacity as a member
of Congress about the program
they are working in, the employee
must take down the question, fill
out a “Clearance Request Form”
and turn it into their director. The
director then decides if it should
or should not be cleared and then
takes it to the Principal Chief or
one of his designees. The Executive
Branch then answers the Congressional member’s question.
In an all-employee meeting on
March 23, Gray and his Chief of
Staff, Hepsi Barnett, wanted to

dispel the rumors that the policy
was a “gag order.” Barnett went
through the policy, line by line,
with the more than 200 employees
in attendance. Members of Congress came to the meeting. Congressman Doug Revard stood up
and likened Gray to Adolph Hitler.
“This is going to be perceived
very badly by the tribe…. You have
created a perception of dictatorship that goes all the way to Hitler,” Revard yelled. “It’s censorship
to the highest.”
If an employee repeatedly breaks
the policy’s rules, that employee is
subject to termination just like any
other policy in accordance with the
Nation’s Human Resources department, Barnett said.
In response to the new policy,
Congressman Raymond Red Corn
drafted a bill that employees of the
Nation, if fired due to the policy,
would be allowed due process by
the Nation’s courts and that the
courts would have jurisdiction
“over employment actions involving freedom of speech and freedom
of association after administrative
remedies are exhausted.”
ONCA 09-30, “Speak What’s on
Your Mind Act,” does not apply to
those employees who are under
“independent” entities such as the
gaming commission or the Osage
Minerals Council.
The act states that “no policy
or practice of the Osage Nation
government shall take away the
right of employees to express their
personal opinions when asked a
question by a representative of an
administrative body or the right
to express their political opinion
when not acting in an official capacity.”
The act was passed unanimously
the last day of the Hun-Kah Session, April 14.

Gray said one reason for the policy was that the Executive Branch
had a series of issues where a congressman would visit a program
and ask employees “that may or
may not have all the information”
questions about various rumors
about the program. Gray said if
an employee agreed with the congressman that congressman would
then go back and draft a law.
“Whether or not [an instance]
happened 10 years ago, five years
ago, last week, this morning, we
don’t know the context of that question [given by the congressman]
or the context of how that answer
should be given [by the employee],” Gray said. “That congress-

man would go into a congressional
meeting and say, ‘Well, I was just
told by so-and-so that this is what’s
going on over there,’ . . . and all of a
sudden a law’s drafted.”
Gray said the results were “situations where some bad law was
being passed. Even though they
addressed one issue and one program, they passed a law that applies to everybody.” Gray said that
the Osage Constitution states that
it’s the Chief’s job to carry out policies that allow for the proper communication between branches and
it states that no single person in the
See GAG ORDER
—Continued on Page 17

New Reporter Joins
Osage News Staff
Benny Polacca joined the
Osage News March 30 as a staff
writer. He comes from Arizona
– by way of North Dakota.
Polacca worked for more
than two years at The Forum
newspaper, which covers the
Fargo and Moorhead, Minn.,
metropolitan area as a weeknight reporter. He reported on
a spectrum of topics from municipal affairs, including city
and country entities to humaninterest stories.
Polacca comes from the Hopi,
Havasupai, Pima and Tohono
O’odham tribes in Arizona. He holds an English degree from Arizona State University and studied news writing at the American
Indian Journalism Institute at the University of South Dakota.
Polacca is a member of the Native American Journalists Association and wrote for the association’s convention newspaper during the 2006 Tulsa event.
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News from
the Pawhuska
Health Center
By Wehnona Stabler,
Facility Unit Director
Our goal at the Indian
Health Service is to ensure
that comprehensive, culturally appropriated personnel
and public health services
are available and accessible to American Indian
and Alaska Native people.
The IHS is committed to
upholding the Federal Government’s obligation to promote healthy Native people,
communities, and cultures,
and to honor the inherent
sovereign rights of tribes.
Since 1955, the IHS, in consultation with tribes, urban
Indian programs, and Indian organizations, has been
working diligently and effectively toward this goal.
The IHS oversees a truly
unique health delivery system that provides its patients and communities with
a wide range of medical services. Those services respect
and attempt to blend traditional healing beliefs with
the latest advances in medical technology and practice.
In 1976, the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act increased participation of
tribal governments in their
health care system by funding among other things,
scholarship programs for
Native students and by involving tribes further in the
planning and implementation of Indian health care
services.
See HEALTH CENTER
—Continued on Page 13
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PER-CAP BILL, DEBATE DELAYED TILL NEXT SESSION
—Continued from Page 3

income and the CDIB office would
not have to mail 1099 tax forms.
The Executive Branch was to
publish on the Osage Nation Web
site (www.osagetribe.com) a policy
paper on possible effects of percapita payments. “The Good, The
Bad and The Ugly of Per Caps” discusses the Osage headright system
and its sometimes detrimental effect on the tribe.
Gray said the Nation has a duty
to serve all Osages but also an obligation to preserve services for the
Osage children, elders, language
and culture, as well as to safeguard
the Nation’s integrity of jurisdiction, courts “and many other numerous legitimate expectations for
Osage citizens.”

Osage Child Care
and TANF Programs
to Receive Stimulus
The Osage Nation Child Care
programs are to receive $394,736
in stimulus money as part of the
$40 million going to child care programs in Indian Country.
Funding will go to 260 tribal
grantees representing approximately 500 tribes to support child
care for working families.
“Parents are worried about finding a job or keeping the job they
have and they shouldn’t have to
worry about affording quality
child care,” said Vice President Joe
Biden in a White House prepared
release. “Safe, affordable, highquality child care gives working
parents the peace of mind they
need to be stable, dependable employees.”
Vouchers to families for child
care or access to care through contracts with child care centers are
just some of the services tribes,
See STIMULUS
—Continued on Page 36

“I worry that this [per-capita payment if passed] can become a beast
that eats up all the other things
that we do…. It’s not something
that I say theoretically. Because
of the [headright] payments, the
Osage Nation never had a government that was very responsive to
the people,” Gray said. “This could
lead to a lot of harsher issues that I
certainly don’t want to see happen
to our people after we spent a hundred years to get us united again.”
Supernaw disagreed. For the
tribe to institute a per-capita payment, he said, it must first pass

inspection by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and prove that the payment
won’t take away from existing programs.
Supernaw also said he doesn’t
think giving $500 to each Osage
would result in the level of problems afflicting wealthy small tribes
that have paid five- and six-figure
per-caps to their members in recent years.
“Most of the opponents I’ve
heard seem to think that having a
per-capita payment would create
alcoholism and drug addiction, but
it’s only $500,” Supernaw said.

OSAGE
TRIBAL MUSEUM
819 Grandview Avenue
Pawhuska, OK 74056
“Oldest Tribally-Owned Museum
in North America”
www.osagetribe.com/museum

918.287.5441

“The Osage Ten”
Between now and 2010, a major project, entitled “The Osage Ten,”
will allow us wonderful additions to our ever-growing museum
You may recall that we have a bust of Albert Penn, located in the east
wing, which was donated by the Smithsonian, back in 2005, and ShunKamolah was just unveiled at the museum’s 70th anniversary on May
2, 2008. We are asking for your help in having all ten busts completed.
The people who had casts made for them are: Albert Penn, Shun-Kahmolah, Fred Lookout, Charley Wachrici, Henry Pratt, William Fletcher,
Wah-Hrah-Lum-Pah (Margaret Dodd), Charles McDougan, Che-Sho-Wa-KePah (Fidelis Cole) and Ah-Hu-Shin-Kah (Little Wing).
A plaque will be placed under each bust for those who have donated.

Send your donations to:

Osage Tribal Museum
PO Box 779
Pawhuska, OK 74056
If you are sending a check or money order, please make it out to the
“Smithsonian Institution” (not “Osage Tribal Museum”) and please put
“The Osage Ten” in the memo section. Thank you!
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R EADER S URVEY
As we look forward to the future of the Osage News, we want to hear from you. Please take a few minutes
to answer some general questions. Once you have finished, simply tear out the page and mail back to: Osage
News, 627 Grandview, Pawhuska, OK 74056 or email your answers to: osagenews@osagetribe.org

1) What do you like most about the Osage News? ____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) What topic would you like to see covered more? ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) What would you like to see more of in the Osage News?____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Please give us one or two suggestions for making the Osage News a better newspaper for you: __________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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ARKANSAS EXHIBIT
—Continued from Page 5

Photo courtesy of Arkansas Democrat Gazette

On exhibit are nearly 160 artifacts, both historical and contemporary objects, some of
them displaying exquisite craftsmanship, ranging from clothing and jewelry to pottery and weapons.

to share our history to enrich lives
and build continuing and vibrant
relationships with our friends as
we always have. We are here …but
over there.”
The idea for the exhibit was
sparked long ago, but the project
began in earnest two-and-a-half
years ago, said Swannee Bennett,
Historic Arkansas Museum chief
curator and deputy director. The
museum formed an advisory board
of members of the tribes. Osage
representatives included Conrad
and John Red Eagle, the tribe’s
Assistant Principal Chief, and

Corrections and News Tips

Kathryn Red Corn, Director of the
Osage Museum.
Red Corn said she agreed to participate because the exhibit would
be a permanent installation. It was
also important to Red Corn that
Arkansans know that their state’s
original inhabitants aren’t gone.
“We are alive and well in Oklahoma,” she said. “We left here
many years ago.”
Editor’s Note: Tara Manthey is
an Osage living in Little Rock and
is a member of the Osage News
board of advisors.

Osage News will correct factual errors in its news stories. Errors
and news tips should be brought to the attention of the Osage News
staff at (918) 287-5668 or email osagenewseditor@osagetribe.org
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FREE PRESS
—Continued from Page 2

jbranstetter@osagetribe.org,
918-695-7120
• Shannon Edwards:
sedwards@osagetribe.org,
405-850-6377
• Mark Freeman, Jr.:
mfreeman@osagetribe.org,
918-605-1941
• Raymond Red Corn:
rredcorn@gmail.com,
918-287-7400
• Eddy Red Eagle, Jr.:
eddyredeagle@osagetribe.org,

918-637-1464
• Doug Revard:
drevard@osagetribe.org,
580-716-9701
• Anthony Shackelford:
ashackelford@osagetribe.org,
918-724-3732
• Mark Simms:
msimms@osagetribe.org,
918-907-1377
• William “Kugee” Supernaw:
supernaw@flash.net,
918-724-1002

HEALTH CENTER
—Continued from Page 10

Here on the Osage, the tribe
has elected to continue having Indian Health Service provide the
majority of health services for the
eligible population, however the
Public Health Nursing program,
Community Health Representative program (CHR), and Diabetes
Program are under a PL93-638
contract which means they are operated by the Osage Nation. The
Pawhuska IHS Health Center offers the following services on site:
medical clinic with lab and X-ray,
pharmacy with their own drive
thru window, behavioral health
with a psychiatrist on-site every
Tuesday and Thursday and on
the first Monday of the month,
dental clinic and optometry clinic with eyeglasses to order. The
Pawhuska Health Center is open
Monday through Friday, 7:45 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. with the exception of
Wednesday mornings which is administrative down time. There is
a Triage-Nurse that sets up the
medical appointments and can be
reached by calling (918) 287-4491
or 4492. All of the services listed
above are considered “direct care”
and any eligible Native can access.
The other level of care is “contract
health” which means it is at a level
of care over and above what can
be provided at the Health Center.

Eligibility for contract health services depends on where you reside.
For Osage citizens who do not live
locally I would suggest they try to
locate the nearest Indian Health
Service or Tribal Health Facility.
You can also go to the official Indian Health Service Web site for
locations of facilities and other information such as job vacancies,
etc. the web address is: www.ihs.
gov.
Enrollment data for the Osage
show that there are large populations in Texas, Kansas and California. Here are facility names and
contact numbers that may be of assistance:
• Urban Inter-Tribal Clinic in
Dallas, Texas (214) 941-1050
• Hunter Inter-Tribal Center in
Wichita, Kansas (316) 262-2415
• Haskell IHS in Lawrence, Kansas (785) 843-3750
• Holton Indian Health Center in
Holton, Kansas (785) 364-2177
• California Area Indian Health
Service in Sacramento, CA
(916) 566-7006. This is the Area
Office but can assist with facility
names and phone numbers.
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Oklahoma native hired
as first LLC CEO
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
Carol Leese, the Osage LLC’s
first CEO, plans to spur the Nation’s economic development by diversifying business and job growth
opportunities away from gaming.
“Gaming is extremely competitive – especially in Oklahoma,”
Leese, 42, said April 9. “Changes
are always being made and changes could be made in the [tribe-state
gaming] compacts.”
The Osage LLC’s Board of Directors hired Leese, an Edmond
native with 20 years of business
experience that includes work
with other Native American tribes,
last month following a nationwide
search. Leese said possible changes
in the gaming industry could affect
employment, so business development is needed in other industry
sectors.
“We sought someone with experience in Indian Country and a track
record in business development,”
said Charles F. Maker, Osage LLC
board chairman, in a prepared
statement. “Carol brings both and
comes with high praise from leading Indian businessmen.”
Leese, who holds a bachelor and
masters in business administration degrees from Oklahoma City
University, said one potential area
of growth is in commercial businesses.
Leese has served in economic
development leadership positions
with two tribes including his most
recent post with the Forest County
Potawatomi in Wisconsin.
As CEO of the Milwaukee-based
Potawatomi Business Development Corp., since 2005, Leese was
instrumental in that organization’s
acquisition of five companies, according to a written statement issued by the Osage LLC April 10.

Photo by Nate Billings, THE OKLAHOMAN

Pawnee’s Ralston Moore (3) reacts in front of Talihina players in the Oklahoma
High School Basketball Championships at State Fair Arena in Oklahoma City,
Saturday, March 14, 2009. Copyright © 2009, OPUBCO Communications Group.

Carol Leese

PBDC business acquisitions
include the Potawatomi Design
Group in 2006, which was formally
an architecture firm based in Norman, according to the PBDC Web
site. The corporation also has partnerships with HCI Distribution
and Ho-Chunk Inc. – the economic
development corporation owned by
the Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
– to run HCI Logistics, a transportation services provider.
Before working in Wisconsin,
Leese was CEO for the Absentee
Shawnee Economic Development
Authority in Shawnee and has experience in the health care industry working with emergency room
doctors.
Osage Nation Congress passed
legislation in 2008 creating the
Osage LLC, which is charged with
managing the Nation’s business activities separate from government
affairs. Leese will report to the
LLC’s five-member board, which
comprises of Maker, Paul Bruce,
Howard Iba, Mary Elizabeth Ricketts and Jonathan Taylor.

Osage Hoop Dreams
—Osage Helps Pawnee Win Back-to-Back Titles
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News
Ralston Moore’s dream college is Duke University. At the rate
he’s going he just might end up a Blue Devil.
Moore, a junior at Pawnee High School, just helped the Pawnee
Black Bears win back-to-back Oklahoma State Championship titles in Class 2A boy’s basketball. Named Most Valuable Player by
publications The Daily Oklahoman, The Tulsa World and CoachesAid.com, he was also given All-State Honorable Mention honors
April 12.
“I’ve visited with Ralston since last year and I’ve told him, ‘Good
players that play on good teams get honors,’” said Pawnee’s Head
Coach David Page. “[Ralston’s recent awards] show that he’s very
deserving of those honors.”
In a community like Pawnee, where the population is less than
3,000 with a majority of residents being Native American, high
school athletes that excel become heroes.
“There’s a lot of kids that look up to the players,” Page said.
“They give the players high five’s, [wear jerseys with their number
on them] and give them support. They’re heroes to them.”
Ralston, who seemed a little reluctant of all the attention, comes
out of his shell on the court. He scored 13 points in the championship game at the State Fair Arena in Oklahoma City March 15,
See OSAGE HOOP DREAMS
—Continued on Page 37
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Congress Passes $5.1 Million Health Benefit Plan
— Osages Can Apply for $500 Debit Card to Buy Eyeglasses, Dentures, Other Medical Items
By Shannon Shaw
Osage News

relief for people on limited
budgets [who]
The Osage Nation
could use the
Congress passed a
extra help.”
$5.1 million health
A third-parbenefit plan that will
ty agency, not
provide Osages evyet chosen, will
erywhere with a $500
administer the
medical debit card.
plan and mail
The program will
card applicastart in the fall for
those Osages who ap- Congresswoman Shannon Edwards, tions to all tribal members no
ply.
sponsor of the Health Benefit Act
“This is … for all
later than Oct.
Osage people,” said
30.
ApplicaOsage Nation Congresswoman tions will be accepted throughout
Shannon Edwards. “It’s not geo- the calendar year.
graphic-based, age-based, blood
Osages must spend the entire
quantum-based, not based on intel- $500 by the end of the calendar
ligence. It’s just for all the people, year—there is no carryover of
and it seeks to provide assistance if unspent funds to the next year.
an individual needs it.”
However, Osages can reapply for
The plan provides a coded debit subsequent years as long as fundcard that allows payment for all ing is available.
items that the Internal Revenue
The health benefit plan initially
Service considers tax-deductible passed in the 2008 Tzi-Zho sesmedical expenses. The debit card sion but the $5.1 million funding
will cover almost any medical expense except for abortions, which
Congress declined to fund.
ASSISTANT CHIEF RED EAGLE
The IRS-approved list includes
eyeglasses,
dentures,
braces,
wheelchairs, alcoholism treatment, can put the Osage News at the foreinsulin treatment, surgery (except front of the Native American press.
The Health Appropriation, which
cosmetic procedures), hearing aids,
is $5,100,000, is on the Congressiomedical transportation expenses,
nal floor. If passed, it will provide a
prescription costs, some over$500 benefit for each Tribal memthe-counter drug costs, vaccines,
ber to help pay for their medical exX-rays, home repair if medically
penses, such as prescription drugs,
needed and other items. Reimco-payments, dental bills, and eye
bursement for eligible medical exglasses. My intent and vision was
penses will also be available.
to get a more comprehensive and
“I’m just happy that the Osage lasting health-care plan for our
Nation has again developed pro- People with health problems, and
grams and services that all Osage a bill such as this would take care
citizens can benefit from,” Osage of expensive medical procedures,
Nation Principal Chief Jim Gray such as surgeries, kidney dialysis,
said. “We all know that the accel- chemotherapy, radiation therapy,
erating cost of health care affects and cardiac care. My hope is that a
all families. This program doesn’t true health-care benefit bill will be
promise to fix everything, but it available in the near future. Many
certainly provides some needed of our People who are now suffering

stalled in the appropriations committee. Several Congress members
opposed the plan, citing cost concerns.
Congressman William “Kugee”
Supernaw attempted to slash the
$5.1 million for the health benefit
plan to $1.25 million April 3, but
was outvoted, 7-5.
“This bill was drawn to provide
$5.1 million in funding,” Supernaw
said. “That is what it would cost if
every citizen in the Nation made a
claim before October for the maximum $500 that the act provides every citizen, from the newest to the
oldest. We know that’s not even realistic.”
A pilot program, launched in
January with $200,000 in funding, “became an instant success, to
say the least” said director Marie
Rumsey in a March 27 interview.
She cited one concern: The need
outnumbered the size of her staff.
“The processing it takes to do this
is overwhelming,” she said.

“We now realize that Osages out
there have been going without eyeglasses, dental care and hearing
aids,” Rumsey said. “We had a lot
of Osages doing without because
their first priorities were their bills
or other expenses.”
Rumsey said 40 percent of the
pilot program’s approved applications have been for eyeglasses.
Hearing aids accounted for 25 percent of applications, dental assistance 15 percent and medication 10
percent, she said. The remainder
of applications have covered costs
for diagnostic procedures, miscellaneous items and treatment that
insurance companies didn’t cover,
Rumsey said.
The pilot program will administer funds for those applications
received until the $200,000 in
funding is spent, said Hepsi Barnett, Chief of Staff. The remaining
applications will be picked up by
the Health Benefit Plan.

—Continued from Page 8

from these problems need financial
help today. A more comprehensive
health-care plan is needed because
many of our People don’t have
health insurance. Osages have told
me personally that they need help
paying for knee surgeries, kidney
dialysis, and cardiac care. In fact,
many of our People are foregoing
health care because they can’t afford it.
A New Horizon
Always, Osages have looked at
Spring as the “new year.” They
saw green grasses coming up, trees
budding, and new life in the earth.
Native American Church ceremonies are held during this time because of the new energy brought
forth by Mother Earth. What I see

are exciting changes on the horizon: health care is becoming a reality, a new editorial board is rolling
out, and the new LLC Board in
harnessing business opportunities.
The Osage Nation/Tribe is unveiling a new generation, and this is
very apparent during the dances.
I see young Osages dressed as our
Osage elders dressed and proud
of it. Although our new generation will not be prosperous as our
old Osage headright holders were,
they will be rich in heritage, culture, intelligence, education, and
health. It is our purpose as elected
officials to demonstrate high morals and ensure a solid foundation
in government, culture, and good
health.
See you next month!
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N.M. Veterans Memorial to Honor Osage Veterans
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
A Navajo military veteran, who
is building a park in New Mexico
honoring all Native American vets,
is working on a memorial wall
that will list the names of over 600
Osages who served their country.
Patrick Arthur dedicates his free
time to the park project he founded
near his home in Vanderwagen,
which is about 25 miles south of
Gallup, and has been in the works
since 2005. The Chichiltah Veterans Park now contains one erected
wall with over 400 veterans’ names
and an area where traditional and
religious Native American ceremonies are conducted.
“I believe this park will be the
first of its kind,” Arthur said via
telephone April 3. “It’s slowly
growing.”
Arthur, who served in the Army,
said he’s collected 400-plus veterans’ names from over ten tribes
that are inscribed on the existing

Courtesy Photo/Patrick Arthur

A welcome home sign greets visitors as they enter the Chichiltah Veterans Park in
Vanderwagen, N.M.

wall – similar to the renowned
Vietnam Veterans Memorial on
the National Mall in Washington,
D.C.

Now the wall will grow over
1,000 strong with 635 Osage veterans’ names thanks to Arthur’s

Veterans Celebrate Marine Traditions
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
FAIRFAX, Okla. – The Osage
detachment of the Marine Corps
League is increasing its public appearances at ceremonies and special events in the community with
duties such as presenting flag colors.
About 50 area military veterans
and servicemen – who served in
battles from World War II to Vietnam – belong to Detachment 669,
which typically meets monthly at
Jumps Café in Fairfax and engage
in camaraderie and plan community activities. The group comprises
both Native American and non-Native American veterans.
See OSAGE VETERANS
—Continued on Page 26

networking efforts, which includes
Paul Bemore from Pawhuska.
Bemore, who now lives in Window Rock, Ariz., said he learned of
Arthur’s project after meeting him
at a veterans motorcycle run event
a few years ago. “(Arthur’s) really
dedicated to this and doing it on
his own – It’s quite a commitment,”
Bemore said April 10 via phone.
With the help of others and online sources, Bemore, a Marine veteran, compiled a list of 635 Osage
veterans who served during battles
from World War I to the Korean
War. The list is expected to grow
with the addition of Vietnam War
era veterans, Arthur said.
Whenever people ask Arthur
where he gets his idea for the park
plan Arthur points to his head.
The park is designed off a Navajo warrior song, he said.
Arthur, 49, said the park is built
around a hogan – a traditional Navajo dwelling – with about 30 trees,
three flag poles, a sweat lodge and
an area for teepees for religious and
healing ceremonies geared toward
veterans. Ceremonies for veterans
and soldiers who are heading for
battle are held with Arthur running some of them.
“I run ceremonies for young men
and women” who may be coming
back or heading off to war, he said.
“I know how they’re affected and
we pray for them… that’s what
keeps me going.”
The park contains ash trees
and native desert plants, some of
which are used for medicinal and
ceremony purposes, Arthur said.
Donations of plants, money and
volunteer time from family and
the community also help build the
park, he said.
The 635 Osage vet names will be
added to ceramic plates, which will
be placed onto two wall panels with

Photo by Shannon Shaw / Osage News

Jack R. Cheshewalla, Marine veteran and Lifetime Member of Osage Detachment 669,
listens to the meeting at Jumps Cafe in Fairfax April 2.

See MEMORIAL WALL
—Continued on Page 26
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Courtesy Photo/Barbara Rice

Congressional Speaker, Archie Mason, sits down with the Pawhuska Head Start students and speaks with the children about the
Osage Nation.

The Osage Nation Congress Hosts ON Head Start
By Barbara Rice,
Assistant Clerk of the Congress
The Osage Nation Head Start
children visited and performed for
the Osage Nation Congress on Friday, March 27, 2009. The Osage
Nation Congress convened into
Day 11 of the ’09 Hun-kah Session
and were pleased to welcome their
very special guests.
The children brought an air of
excitement, pride, and joy as they
performed for the Members of Congress. One group spoke Osage as
the instructor held up pictures and
they identified the objects. Another
group actually read the printed
Osage Language word from cue
cards. Their hard work and diligence were obvious as they performed. Both groups revealed their
talents and abilities as they sang
the alphabet song.
Denise Keene, Director, Tammy

Cunningham, and Staff member
Danielle McCartney, Candi Carr,
Cheri Towel, and Rosalee Cook accompanied the children. Approximately 30 children attended.

The Osage Nation Congress
would like to commend all who
attended and performed for a job
“well done.” Thank you for sharing
with us.

Calling All American Indian Artists
By the Office of the Osage Minerals Council
We are in the planning stage for our 2009 Oil and Gas Summit.
The first stage in our planning is to accept entries for the theme
artwork that will be used for the summit logo on all products and
programs. The selected artist will receive a $500 award. Winning
artwork becomes the property of the Osage Minerals Department.
The theme for entries is: “Through the Eyes of Our Elders”.
The artwork should be sized approximately 8-1/2 by 11 inches.
Any art material may be used including: ink, oils, watercolors,
pencil or pen, as well as color or black and white photos. Deadline
for entries: May 31, 2009.
Please submit entries to: Osage Minerals Council Office, 813
Grandview, Pawhuska, OK 74056. For more information, call
(918) 287-5433 or (918) 287-5359.

government can officially
speak on behalf of the body as
a whole.
“This communication protocol actually empowers [program directors] to be able to
make sure there’s a process
of communication when Congress may ask a secretary, or
somebody who just works in
that program to share what
they believe to be official [information] of that program,”
Gray said. “I’ve had some directors come in and say, “I’m
really glad you did this because I’ve had some employees
do things on their own without
first checking with me.’”
The order had an immediate impact on employees. At
a meeting against per capita
payments held the night of
March 23 at Buffalo Nickel
Press, a graphic design store
that sells political-satirical
t-shirts owned and operated
by Osage artist Ryan Red
Corn in downtown Pawhuska,
there was much discussion
about the negative effects of
per capita payments but there
was also discussion about the
Executive Branch’s new policy.
Ryan Red Corn is the son of
Congressman Raymond Red
Corn.
Ryan Red Corn said the
hope for the meeting at his
store was to get Osages “to fill
the Congressional chambers
with warm bodies” against per
capita payments on the day
the governmental operations
committee was to discuss the
issue. Five attendees of Red
Corn’s meeting were Osage
Nation employees and expressed their hesitancy to be
in the Osage News due to the
new policy.
All five employees declined
to comment for this story.
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Legislation Status of Latest Hun-Kah Session
The Osage Nation Hun-Kah Congressional Session adjourned April 13
and this is the status of the legislation as of April 7. The Osage News will

have the final status of the bills in the May issue as well as the results of
the Congress’ elections of their new committees.

BILL #

TITLE

SPONSOR

LOCATION

ONCA 07-39

An act to establish a Merit System of Personal Administration;
create a Merit System Commission, authorize an appropriation.

Shackelford

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCA 07-58

Osage Nation Art, Culture & Heritage Division Organization Act

Red Eagle

Cultural

ONCA 07-62

Osage Nation Executive Branch Establishment and Organization Act

Edwards

General Order Day 2

ONCA 08-35

The Osage College Study Commission Act

Simms

General Order Day 2

ONCA 08-36

An act to amend ONCA 06-02, the bill to establish the Department
of the Treasury

Simms

Signed by Chief

ONCA 08-37

An act to repeal Osage Tribal Council Resolution 31-386

Red Eagle

Withdrawn

ONCA 08-47

An act to authorize and appropriate five million ($5,000,000) dollars
to the health benefit plan fund.

Edwards

Appropriations

ONCA 08-53

An act to authorize and appropriate five million one hundred
thousand ($5,100,000) dollars to the health benefit plan fund.

Edwards

Presented To Executive

ONCA 08-54

An act to authorize and appropriate five million dollars ($5,000,000)
for per capita payments to all eligible Osage Members.

Revard

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCA 09-03

Anti-Alienation Act

Red Corn

Presented To Executive

ONCA 09-04

An act to amend the Osage Nation Election Code, ONCA 08-27

Red Corn

Signed by Chief

ONCA 09-05

An act to amend the Osage Nation Ethics Law, ONCA 08-33

Red Corn

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCA 09-06

Open Records Act

Red Corn

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCA 09-07

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriation Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
Provide an Appropriation Modification to the Education Department
in the amount of eight hundred sixty one thousand six hundred
thirty five dollars ($861,635)

Edwards

General Order Day 3

ONCA 09-08

An act to amend the “FY 2009 Legislative Branch Appropriation
Act”, ONCA 08-39, to provide an appropriation modification to the
Office of Fiscal and Performance Review deduct the amount of forty
thousand dollars ($-40,000); to provide an appropriation modification
and supplemental appropriation to the Legislative Branch in the
amount of forty thousand dollars ($40,000)

Edwards

General Order Day 3

ONCA 09-09

Per Capita Procedure Act

Supernaw

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCA 09-10

An act to amend the Osage Nation Housing Code

Supernaw

Enacted

ONCA 09-11

FY 2010 Budget Parameter and Limitation Act

Supernaw

Veto Overridden

ONCA 09-12

An act to authorize and appropriate two hundred fifty thousand
dollars ($250,000) to the Osage County Industrial Authority for
establishment, construction and operation of a Pawhuska Economic
Development Center

Red Eagle

Withdrawn by Sponsor
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TITLE

SPONSOR

LOCATION

ONCA 09-13

An act to authorize and appropriate two hundred fifty thousand
dollars ($250,000) to the Osage County Industrial Authority for
establishment, construction and operation of a Pawhuska Economic
Development Center

Shackelford

Second Reading

ONCA 09-14

An act to amend the Office of Fiscal and Performance Review bill,
ONCA 07-06 as amended

Red Corn

Enacted

ONCA 09-15

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriation Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to the ENR (Water)
Department in the amount of thirty five thousand seven hundred
eighty seven dollars ($35,787)

Branstetter

Presented To Executive

ONCA 09-16

Osage Nation Office of the Attorney General Act

Edwards

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCA 09-17

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriation Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to the IDC/Human Resources
Department in the amount of three hundred seventy dollars ($370)

Branstetter

Second Reading

ONCA 09-18

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43 to provide
a supplemental appropriation to Law Enforcement in the amount of
thirty seven thousand eight hundred fifty three dollars ($37,853)

Anderson

Second Reading

ONCA 09-19

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43 to
provide a supplemental appropriation to the IDC/Strategic Planning
Office in the amount of twenty eight thousand five hundred seventy
one dollars ($28,571)

Anderson

Second Reading

ONCA 09-20

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to Properties in the amount
of thirty two thousand one hundred fourteen dollars ($32,114)

Anderson

Second Reading

ONCA 09-21

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to the Clinical/Medical Service
Program in the amount of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000)

Red Corn

Tabled in Appropriations

ONCA 09-22

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to Barnsdall Building Blocks
in the amount of forty one thousand eight hundred twenty nine
dollars ($41,829)

Red Corn

Second Reading

ONCA 09-23

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide an appropriation modification to Family Preservation by
shifting existing funds to the new line item of Specific Individual
Assistance

Red Corn

Second Reading

ONCA 09-24

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide an appropriation modification and a supplemental
appropriation to the Child Care Department in the amount of five
thousand forty dollars ($5,040)

Red Corn

Second Reading
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Osages Come Out to
Celebrate Nation’s 3rd
Annual Sovereignty
Day Celebration

Head Man Dancer, Osage Nation Congressman Anthony Shackelford, leads in the
dancers during the Sovereignty Day Celebration Grand Entry.

Osage Nation Principal Chief Jim Gray introduces the new Sovereignty Day Song.

Thomas Goodeagle and Ricky Eaves compete in the Men’s Straight dance competition.

All Photos by Chalene Toehay/Osage News
~ M O R E P H O T O S O N P A G E 22 ~

The 18-39 Women’s Cloth dance contestants stand in front of the speaker stand while
getting judged for the competition.

Osage News • osagenews.org

April 2009

21

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Third through 5th Grade participants demonstrate the game “Simon Says” to the judges
during the competition.

Language
Fair Fun!

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Four-year-old Osage Language participant, Catherine Ware, shows off a toy rabbit to the audience; then says the name in her Osage language.

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Angel Long guesses during a Hand Game demonstration for the competition.

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Many spectators and participants show up for the Opening Ceremonies of the Oklahoma Native
American Youth Language Fair at the Sam Noble Natural History Museum in Norman, April 6.

Language Fair Story
—Page 23
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Sovereignty Day
—Continued from Page 20

Otto Hamilton leads in the Men’s Straight dancers in the grand entry.

Soldier Creek singers listen while Rock Pipestem leads off the new Sovereignty Day Song.

Osages Come Out to Celebrate Nation’s
3rd Annual Sovereignty Day Celebration

Randa Shaw competing in the Women’s Cloth competition.

Brothers, Congressman Anthony Shackelford, Mike Shackelford, and Harrison Shackelford sit on the bench
while the dance continues throughout the evening.
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Osages Make Strong Showing at Youth Language Fair
By Benny Polacca
Osage News
NORMAN, Okla. – Ten-year-old
Marissa Pratt learned to speak in
her Osage language at home from
her father, she continues to learn
more words thanks to the Nation’s
language classes.
The Pawhuska Indian Camp
Elementary School fourth-grader
participates in the classes and
joined three of her peers April 6
at the Oklahoma Native American
Youth Language Fair at the Sam
Noble Natural History Museum in
Norman, where they sang “Closer
to Thee” in Osage.
“I like to learn – it’s really fun,”
Marissa said, adding that the song
took about a week to learn.
Hundreds of youths from prekindergarten to 12th grade participated in the two-day event, which
is in its seventh year. This year’s
theme was “Giving the Gift of Language.”
“I think this is a good deal [the
language fair], I think whoever
thought of this produced something
that we can gauge and access what
[our students] have done,” said
Herman “Mogri” Lookout, director
of the Osage Nation Language Department. “I’m glad someone came
up with this idea, to [tie] competition with the language . . . it and
gives something for the kids to look
forward to.”
This year’s language fair drew
more than 830 students who participated in its competitive events
such as group music, dance skits
and poster contests.
Twelve Osage Language Group
children played a game of “Simon
Says” with the commands given
in their language. One by one, the
children were ordered to sit down
after following commands not
called by Simon, such as sitting
down, standing up or dancing.
The group won third place in the
fair’s large group spoken language
performance category.

Hundreds of other youths also attended the fair representing other
Native language programs including: the Cherokee Nation Immersion School, Alabama Quassarte
Intertribal Youth Group, Carnegie
Indian Club and the Anadarko Indian Ed Sah-Nay.
Other skits by Osage children
included running a “Concession
Stand,” which won them second
place in the third – fifth grade
small group spoken language performance category, while an Osage
handgame round took third place
in the same category.
Lookout was very proud of the
Osage students.
“Oh, it’s great…[the kids] they
have no fear, getting up in front
of a bunch of people and talking
[Osage] to a bunch of people just
prepares them for different things
in their life, not only language,”
Lookout said. “They’ve improved so

much and I don’t know how much
this [language fair] has to do with
all that but I think it’s a pretty big
benefit to our people and to Indian
people everywhere.”
Osage Language Group honors
at this year’s fair were:
Pre-Kindergarten – Second
Grade Individual Spoken
Language

Ninth – 12th Grade
Individual Spoken Language
Performance
• First Place – Cheyela Ward
(Lord’s Prayer)
• Third Place – Coleman American Horse (Osage Men’s Clothing)

• First Place – Mia Jones

BOOK CATEGORY
Sixth – Eighth Grade:

• Second Place – Lily Jones

• Second Place – Dava Daylight

• Third Place – Cady Ware
Third – Fifth grade
Individual Spoken Language
Performance
• First Place – Marissa Pratt
Sixth – Eighth Grade
Individual Spoken Language
• 1st Place (tie) Dava Daylight
(Prayer)

POSTER CATEGORY
Sixth – Eighth Grade:
• First Place – Kiara Booth
• Second Place – Auri Benton
Ninth – 12th Grade:
• First Place – Erica Moore
• Third Place – Vanessa Moore

Got Milk? We Do!

WIC Clinic Schedules

If your child is under 5, if you are pregnant, breastfeeding
an infant, or just had a baby, you should come see us. Just
bring in proof of income and address, as well as identification on the child and/or mom.
We offer foods including cheese, eggs, cereal, juice, beans,
and peanut butter for children and moms. For infants, we
offer formula, infant cereals, and infant juices.

Pawhuska. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monday-Friday
(918) 287-1040
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Need a special formula?
No problem! Just call us to see if we offer the formula you
need. In most cases, we can help. We will require a doctor’s
request for most special formulas.

Need help nursing?
Breastfeeding can be tough, but with a little help you can
be a success.We offer lots of help and support with breastfeeding. We even have a hotline for breastfeeding questions
and concerns.
Come in and see one of our clerks: Abbey, Brandy, Shannon,
Donna, Dana, or Cheryl; our Office Manager, Debbie; or our
Director, Renee, at WIC and we’ll get you fixed up.
Our main office is located at 1301 Grandview in Pawhuska.
Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
or just give us a call at (800) 460-1006
to see how we can serve you!

Skiatook . . . . . . . . . Monday,Tuesday & Wednesday
(918) 396-7352
9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Fairfax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Every Thursday
(918) 642-3943
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Hominy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday & Thursday
(918) 885-4123
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Newkirk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1st & 3rd Thursdays
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
McCord . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2nd Wednesday
1 p.m.-4 p.m.
Tulsa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3rd Tuesday
4-6 p.m. School Year, 1-4 p.m. Summertime
Bartlesville . . 4th Thursday, 3rd Thursday on Holidays
3 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
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BILL #

TITLE

SPONSOR

LOCATION

ONCA 09-25

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to the ENR (UIC) Department
in the amount of one thousand eight hundred twenty five dollars
($1,825)

Branstetter

Engrossment

ONCA 09-26

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to the ENR (Pesticides)
Department in the amount of sixteen thousand five hundred dollars
($16,500)

Branstetter

Withdrawn

ONCA 09-27

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to the ENR (GAP) Department
in the amount of thirteen thousand six hundred forty five dollars
($13,645)

Branstetter

Second Reading

ONCA 09-28

Osage Nation Free and Independent Press Act

Edwards

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCA 09-29

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to the Food Distribution
Program in the amount of fifteen thousand eight hundred thirty one
dollars ($15,831)

Red Corn

Second Reading

ONCA 09-30

(Speak What’s on Your Mind) Act

Red Corn

General Order Day 3

ONCA 09-31

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to the Food Distribution
Program in the amount of fifteen thousand eight hundred thirty one
dollars ($15,831)

Red Corn

Withdrawn by Sponsor

ONCA 09-32

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriations Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
provide a supplemental appropriation to the Museum/Library in the
amount of forty four thousand eight hundred forty four dollars
($44,844)

Red Eagle

Appropriations To Cultural

ONCA 09-33

Osage Nation Core Services Division Organization Act

Edwards

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCA 09-34

Osage Nation Natural Resources, Properties and Public Safety
Division Organization Act

Atterberry

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCA 09-35

An act to provide an appropriation to the limited liability company,
Osage, LLC, as a capital contribution

Atterberry

Appropriations To Commerce
& Economic Development

ONCA 09-36

An act to amend the Osage Nation Election Code, ONCA 08-27

Red Corn

Presented To Executive

ONCA 09-37

An act to amend the “Fiscal Year 2009 Government Operations
Departments and Programs Appropriation Act”, ONCA 08-43, to
Provide an Appropriation Modification to the Historic Preservation
Office by shifting revenue funds from Federal Funding to the line
item of Tribal Funding

Edwards

Appropriations To Cultural

ONCA 09-38

Government Strategic Planning and Performance Measurement Act

Atterberry

Tabled in Governmental Operations
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ONCA 09-39

An act to provide an appropriation to the Hominy Village in the
Osage Nation for construction and furnishing a funeral chapel in
the amount of two hundred fifty nine thousand twenty seven dollars
($259,027)

Anderson

Second Reading

ONCA 09-40

An act to provide an appropriation to the Grayhorse Village FiveMan Board for construction and furnishing a funeral chapel in the
amount of two hundred fifty nine thousand twenty seven dollars
($259,027)

Revard

Second Reading

ONCA 09-41

An act to provide an appropriation to the Osage Nation Target
Capacity Expansion Program in the amount of two hundred fifty
thousand dollars ($250,000)

Red Corn

General Order Day 3

ONCA 09-42

An act to amend ONCA 06-02, establishing the Department of the
Treasury

Anderson

Second Reading

ONCA 09-43

An act to limit the annual appropriations of the Osage Nation to the
funds on deposit in the Treasury at a specific date

Edwards

Second Reading

RESOLUTION #

TITLE

SPONSOR

LOCATION

ONCR 08-08

A resolution to adopt the implementation plan for the limited
liability company, Osage, LLC, to be formed under the Osage Nation
Limited Liability Companies Act

Shackelford

Withdrawn

ONCR 08-28

A resolution to approve the job descriptions of the congressional staff
positions.

Edwards

Governmental Operations
to Congressional Affairs

ONCR 08-30

A resolution to provide for an election to amend Article III and other
section of the Constitution of the Osage Nation.

Supernaw

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCR 08-32

A resolution to approve regulations governing the membership
application process, membership card issuance process, membership
card issuance process, and release of information

Atterberry

Tabled in Governmental Operations

ONCR 08-34

A resolution to support the negotiation, debate and approval of a
motor fuel compact with the State of Oklahoma

Supernaw

Enacted

ONCR 08-35

A resolution to provide assignments to the Office of Fiscal and
Performance Review

Edwards

Governmental Operations

ONCR 08-36

A resolution to express support for a moratorium on billboard
construction and permitting, not to exceed one year, on roads and
highways throughout Osage County

Edwards

Tabled in Commerce
& Economic Development

ONCR 08-37

A resolution to support the investigation and creation of a per capita
law by the Osage Nation Congress to govern the approval,
distribution and maintenance of future per capita payments.

Supernaw

Withdrawn

ONCR 08-38

A resolution to support execution, administration and enforcement
of the Osage Nation Competitive Bidding Act, ONCA 07-57 by the
Principal Chief upon all entities of the Osage Nation.

Supernaw

Presented to Executive

ONCR 09-02

A resolution to express the will and intent of the Osage Congress to
the Executive Branch of the Osage Nation regarding the
appointment of an Election Board.

Red Corn

Signed by Chief
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Hominy and Grayhorse
Villages to get New Chapels

Photo by Shannon Shaw / Osage News

Osage Detachment 669 Commandant, Hollis Stabler, talks about future events coming
up for the detachment.

OSAGE VETERANS
—Continued from Page 16

“We are all Veterans of Foreign Wars,” said John Henry Mashunkashey,
a Vietnam veteran and Purple Heart recipient who is the group’s junior
vice commandant. “Once a Marine, you’re always a Marine.”
The detatchment, chartered in 1988, assists “how ever we can help,”
Commandant Hollis Stabler, a Vietnam veteran, said.
The Marine Corps League, which celebrates the military branch’s traditions, was incorporated by a 1937 act of the U.S. Congress and has over
1,000 detachments in the country and overseas, its Web site states.
The Osage detachment with about 50 members is the largest one in
Oklahoma, said Ted Hazelbaker, who is the detachment’s Web Sergeant.
One of the detachment’s first accomplishments was a Toys for Tots campaign in Osage County, he said.
One of the detachment’s most recent appearances was presenting the
flag colors at the commencement of this spring’s Congressional Hun-Kah
session. Members will also plan appearances during the Nation’s annual
June dances among the three districts.
The Marine Corps League’s national Web site is at www.mcleague.com.

The Osage Nation Congress passed acts ONCA 09-39 and ONCA 09-40
that will give the Five-Man Boards of Hominy and Grayhorse Indian Villages $259,027 a piece to build and furnish funeral chapels.
Congresswoman Faren Anderson sponsored ONCA 09-39 that provided funding for the Hominy Five-Man Board and Congressman Doug
Revard sponsored the bill for Grayhorse.
“One of the important traditions that I believe that we are raised with,
and that we have put forth to believe in, all of our lives, is how we take
care of our people when they pass on,” Anderson said. “What hominy has
been asking for, for a long time now, has been a proper place for people to
be able to take care of that process and for people to be able to put their
loved ones at ease and do what needs to be done in our traditional way…
right now I don’t think Hominy has that place.”
Both acts passed unanimously April 13 in the last day of the Hun-Kah
Session.
Both acts are identical in the construction of the chapels and their furnishings. The chapels are to be 40 by 60 metal buildings, with rock lining
the lower half of the walls; both chapels are to have parking lots with 80
spaces; 100 chairs, a sound system, podium, a 8 by 8 hanging screen and
other amenities.
The boards will receive the funds from the Nation’s treasurer once bidding requirements are met in seeking a contractor.

MEMORIAL WALL
—Continued from Page 16

the existing wall. Arthur estimates it will take about two months to work
on adding the names to the wall.
Other Native American veterans listed on the standing wall come from
tribes including the Navajo, Hopi, White Mountain Apache, Choctaw,
Zuni Pueblo and Cheyenne River Sioux. Chichiltah is a Navajo word
meaning “among the trees.”

RESOLUTION #

TITLE

SPONSOR

LOCATION

ONCR 09-03

A resolution to consent to transfer and conveyance of certain real
property and business assets to Osage, LLC, a limited liability
company wholly owned by the Osage Nation.

Red Corn

Commerce & Economic Development

ONCR 09-04

A resolution to establish a deadline for the Executive Branch to
provide the fiscal year 2010 budget request to Congress

Anderson

Enacted

ONCR 09-05

A resolution to request the placement of fee lands into Trust by the
Secretary of the Interior for the purpose of Gaming

Supernaw

Presented to Executive

ONCR 09-06

A resolution to express the will and intent of the Osage Congress to
Edwards
the Executive Branch of the Osage Nation regarding the appointment
of an Osage Nation Foundation Board

Withdrawn

ONCR 09-07

A resolution to support or authorize the Speaker of Osage Nation
Congress to apply for a website domain name for the Osage Nation
Congress

Signed by Speaker

Mason
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This is not an alphabet. The symbols represent sound only. Practice writing and
pronouncing these symbols everyday. For more information, please contact the
Osage Nation Language Program at (918) 287-5505 (Pawhuska), (918) 642-3185
(Fairfax), (918) 287-5583 (Hominy), (918) 287-5547 (Edmond), and (918) 287-5547
(Skiatook) or visit us on the Web at http://www.osagetribe.org/language.
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JOM Parents Carry on Osage Culture
By Avis Ballard,
JOM Coordinator
The first Saturday of April
brought unexpected warmth and
sunshine to Osage county and the
community. Inside a small Skiatook School gymnasium it also
a brought a crowd and flurry of
activity as parents struggled to
dress their children in traditional
Native regalia for the 5th Annual
Skiatook JOM Powwow. Young
mothers wrapped shawls around
their little girls and led them into
the arena for a lesson in rounddancing. Other adults visited as
children chased each other in open
areas with laughter and flushed
cheeks.
Matt Wynn, President of Skiatook JOM, made the important
decisions as head of the powwow
committee and event organizer.
“I will ask the Chief to speak
after the crowning of the princess
and her special is over,” he said
while looking at the busy agenda.
The man in question was Chief
Jim Gray of the Osage Nation.

The JOM Committee felt pleased
to have the tribal leader as guest
speaker at their special occasion.
The powwow continued as young
dancers competed in the arena as
their families looked on proudly.
The junior and teen dancers looked
very different in size and maturity; however, they share a common bond as JOM students at the
public schools in the surrounding
area. They also share a history
of struggle to become educated in
mainstream society without losing
their culture as Native people.
It is a constant battle well-known
in JOM organizations across the
nation. Parents with good intentions and high hopes for their children run parent committees and
plan events with little help and
no compensation other than quality time with their young people.
Family is the most important aspect of the Johnson O’Malley Program and can be hard to explain to
outsiders who only think of school
supplies whenever they hear any
discussion of JOM.
The following afternoon brought

Courtesy Photo/Asa Cunningham

John Bighorse Jr. and Tristan McCartney help run the “Battle of the Osage” JOM Hand
Game Challenge.

Courtesy Photo/Avis Ballard

Head Man Dancer, Joe Don Waters Jr., during his special at the Skiatook JOM Powwow.

cloudy skies and cold wind as another JOM event began at the Wakon Iron Hall in Pawhuska’s Indian
Village. Families from Pawhuska
and Hominy gathered for the 2nd
Annual “Battle of the Osage” JOM
Hand Game Challenge.
During this event, Asa Cunningham, President of Pawhuska
JOM, facilitated and also led the
students to learn first-hand how
to run a traditional Osage Handgame. Tristan McCartney, 8 years
old, acted as M.C and John Bighorse Jr., 11 years old, kept score
of the games won and lost between
the two teams.
“I need some guessers now to
come up here and help us out,”
Tristan announced to the crowd.
He kept up a running commentary
and made the audience laugh and
feel comfortable throughout the
fun-filled afternoon. In between
hand game sets, the students competed in pop-drinking and potato
dance contests.
Hominy JOM won the day as the
hand game challenge came to an

end and the hungry participants
lined up for a spaghetti and lasagna dinner.
“I want to thank everyone for
coming out today and also the
Hominy JOM committee for responding to our challenge,” said
Cunningham in her closing address. She continued by explaining
the difficulties her parents faced to
attend and organize the event.
JOM parents often struggle with
the stress and workload that comes
with being on a parent committee.
It is not an easy commitment and
sometimes the obstacles look impossible to overcome. However,
they continue to carry on those
precious traditions so important to
their culture in order for their children to learn about and feel proud
of their Native heritage. This pride
and confidence will help to ensure
their success as students and later
as adults. Ultimately, this is the
only reward needed for those hardworking JOM parents.
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5th Annual Seuss Search Winners Announced
By Katie Swan, Child Care
Program Public Liaison/
Lead Educator

Courtesy Photo/Katie Swan

Osage Nation Head Start Student Ayd Dan McCartney receives Hall Of Fame Award and Cat in the Hat Certificate along with an
official Dr. Seuss book with Mother/Teacher Danielle McCartney and Osage Nation Child Care staff Jennifer Easley.

Physical Therapy • Speech Therapy
Occupational Therapy • Personal Care
Medicare • Medicaid • Private Insurance Accepted
Phone

(918) 287-5645 or (866) 671-3700
Fax (918) 287-9909

Practice Location: 1449 W. Main

Mailing Address: 627 Grandview

Pawhuska, Oklahoma 74056

The Osage Nation Child Care
program is proud to have sponsored its 5th annual Seuss Search
for Pawhuska and Wynona preschool and elementary students.
This year we celebrated Dr. Seuss’s 105th birthday with special
guests the Cat in the Hat, Thing
1 and Thing 2. The contest began
Monday, March 2 after school and
ended Monday, March 9th. We are
proud to announce we had 225 participants this year!
Seuss Search is a week long contest where families go out together
and search the community where
their children attend school to find
30 Cat in the Hat photos. This is
a great motivational experience to
bring kids and parents together to
learn and have fun! ONCCP adds a
great incentive to our contest: Every child that submitted an entry
form that had at least one correct
photo location received an official
hat like the one worn by Cat in the
Hat and an age-appropriate Dr.
Seuss book along with a certificate.
The students who turned in the Seuss Search entry form with all 30
of the correct Cat in the Hat locations are inducted into the Seuss
Search Hall of Fame and awarded
a Cat in the Hat certificate as well.
The Osage Nation Child Care
Program would like to give a special
thank you to the following businesses for supporting family literacy
in Osage Reservation and Osage
County, in Pawhuska: Bigheart
Grocery, Kum-N-Go, Handy Grocery, Pizza Hut, Pawhuska Hometown Foods, Subway, Pawhuska
Public Library, Pawhuska ElemenSee SEUSS SEARCH
—Continued on Page 34
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Federal Tobacco Tax Hike
Now In Effect; Free Help
Available to Kick the Habit
By Gail Boe,
Tobacco CX Coordinator
To help smokers and other tobacco users in Osage Nation quit
tobacco, the Osage Nation Tobacco
Prevention Program is promoting
free cessation assistance through
the Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline
at 1-800-QUIT-NOW or 1-800-7848669. The increase in federal taxes
on cigarettes and other tobacco
products will take effect March 31,
and will apply to both tribal and
non-tribal sales. Cigarette taxes
will increase by 62 cents per pack.
“Statewide surveys show that
most smokers in Oklahoma want
to completely quit smoking,” said
Bob Stephens, Tobacco Team
Chair. “With the price of tobacco
going up and free help available,
there’s never been a better time to
quit for good.”
By calling the Helpline, Oklahomans receive free telephone based
coaching sessions with a professional quit coach. Coaching focuses
on developing a quit plan tailored
to the caller’s personal needs and
offer critical support in sticking
with the plan. Most Oklahomans
who call the Helpline for coaching
also receive free nicotine patches
or gum mailed directly to their
homes.
Independent evaluation results
show that combining Helpline
coaching with the use of cessation
medications increases a person’s
chances of quitting eight times
over cold turkey alone. The Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline is available
seven days a week, both day and

Corrections and News Tips

night. Services are also available in
Spanish by calling 1-800-793-1552,
and for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing through Video Relay at 1-866748-2436. For more information,
please visit: http://www.ok.gov/
tset/Programs/Helpline.html.
Serving over 22,000 Oklahomans in fiscal year 2008, the
Helpline is supported primarily by
the Oklahoma Tobacco Settlement
Endowment Trust (TSET) with assistance from the Oklahoma State
Department of Health and the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
The Osage Nation Tobacco Prevention Program also offers free
Cessation Classes and support
groups to assist those wishing to
maintain their healthy lifestyle.
We serve all residents living within the boundaries of Osage Nation and work closely with health
care providers to meet the needs of
those wishing to quit tobacco use.
The Osage County Community
Partnership Board with the Osage
Nation serving as Lead Agent received a Communities of Excellence grant from TSET in 2004 to
develop and implement a comprehensive program to reduce tobacco
use in Osage County/Osage Nation.
Tobacco use is Oklahoma’s number
one cause of preventable death. If
you wish to be part of the solution
in creating a healthier environment for our children, families and
elders please call 918-287-5367 or
918-287-5422.

Osage News will correct factual errors in its news stories. Errors
and news tips should be brought to the attention of the Osage News
staff at (918) 287-5668 or email osagenewseditor@osagetribe.org

ONHPO Begins Cultural Lecture Series
By June Carpenter, J.D. NAGPRA Assistant
The Osage Nation Historic Preservation Office is beginning
a monthly lecture series as a part of the NAGPRA Awareness and
Enforcement Program and in an effort to raise cultural awareness
among the Osage people. The first lecture in the Cultural Lecture
Series will be presented by Dr. Andrea Hunter on Saturday, May
16, at the Wah Zha Zhi Cultural Center in Pawhuska at 2 p.m. The
subsequent lectures are scheduled for July 11, Aug. 15, and Sept.
12. The series will begin by discussing the relationship between
Indian populations and the United States generally; the discussion will then specifically focus on Osage history and relations.
The lectures will provide a cultural and historical foundation for
the Commemorative Walk scheduled in the fall. All are invited to
attend.

Gray Horse War Mothers

Annual Soldier Dance
Saturday, May 9, 2009
Starts at 2 p.m. with Flag Raising
Gray Horse Indian Village
We hold our Soldier Dance every year on Mothers Day weekend to
honor our Soldiers and Warriors in present military service, and our
Veterans. We would be honored to have you join with the Gray Horse
War Mothers to pay homage in the Osage Soldier Dance, a tradition
of Individual songs, and Soldier Dances for all who have served in the
armed forces.
Especially, in light of the last several years Wars and Military Actions
in Iraq and Afghanistan which have affected our country, we need to
remember those who are serving overseas now and those who made
the ultimate sacrifice for the United States of America. We look forward
to seeing you and your family there.
Martha D. Donelson
President of GrayHorse War Mothers
(580) 716-6164, Marthadee02@yahoo.com
Head Staff
Master of Ceremonies: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marvin Stepson
Head Singer: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scott George
Arena Director: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nick Williams
Flag Raisers: . . . . . . . . Frank McKinley and John Williams
Head Man Dancer: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Michael Bennett
Head Lady Dancer: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alyssa Goodfox

Supper at 5:30 p.m.

War Dances at 7 p.m.

Men & Women’s Contest Dances, 1st $200, 2nd $150, 3rd $100
Drawing for a Cedar Chest full of donated items, including a Gina Gray Artwork,
and Grocery Basket, 3/$1.00, and a 50/50 Raffle. Need not be present to win.
Donation to GrayHorse Ch #15 American War Mothers are Tax Deductible.
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“Nurturing Parenting” Class
Offered by ON Child Care
By Katie Swan, Osage Nation Child Care Program
The Osage Nation Child Care Program is offering a new program for
parents entitled “Nurturing Parenting.” This new parenting skills class
is open to the public, free of charge; however the workbook that accompanies the class is $15. Some scholarships are available. Classes consist
of 15 sessions. They will be held on Tuesday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. at
a new location, the Osage Nation Head Start Building on Grandview in
Pawhuska. Dinner and Child care are still provided. “Nurturing Parenting” is the practice of promoting the positive overall growth of children.
It’s a proven, powerful approach to help children and adults learn to
care for themselves, others, and their environment. Space is limited. Our
classes are confidential and both Osage Nation Social Services and DHS
approved.
For more information or to enroll, please contact Katie Swan, Lead
Educator/ Public Liaison at (918) 287-5377.

Courtesy Photo/Katie Swan

Participants watch as the presenter speaks about Routine Operations.

Storm Spotter Class Held
By Bobby Tallchief, Osage Nation Emergency Management
The storm spotter class held March 19, at the Dave Landrum Community Center in Pawhuska was a huge success. The class, hosted by Osage
Nation Emergency Management and Osage County Emergency Management was attended by 48 emergency personnel and citizens from across
the Osage Reservation. The communities represented were Fairfax,
Hominy, Pawhuska, Burbank, Shidler, Wynona, Barnsdall, Avant, Morgans Corner, along with the Osage Tribal Police and the Osage County
Sheriff’s Department.
We had firefighters, law enforcement, amateur radio operators, municipal emergency managers and many citizens who came to witness
the class presented by the Tulsa Office of the National Weather Service.
Craig Sullivan of the NWS was the instructor and his main focus was to
train storm spotters to be effective and informative, yet do this valuable
service in a safe manner. He had many videos and pictures of severe
weather and tornados, many of which were filmed right here in Oklahoma.
Storm Spotters are an important asset to the National Weather
Service. When the National Weather Service issues a severe weather
forecast or a tornado warning, it is based on radar images and other information, but their predictions can only be confirmed by actual people
on the ground returning live eye witness reports of storm development,
hail size, damage etc.
Severe weather can happen anytime in Oklahoma, although the most
severe activity occurs in the months of April, May and June, and a short,
less active season in the fall. The 2009 season has gotten off to a fast
start with eleven fatalities reported this year, when a tornado outbreak
came on Feb. 10, in southern Oklahoma. There was a tornado that impacted the community of Pawnee on that same day, and that same storm
system produced significant hail damage in the Nelagoney and Okesa
areas.
The hosts and the NWS would like to thank everyone who attended
the class, as our goal is to build safer communities through early detection and warnings of imminent severe weather.
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Osage Nation Head Start Celebrating 30th Anniversary
By Denise Keene,
Osage Nation Head Start Director
Osage Nation Head Start will
be celebrating their 30th Anniversary this May with a Celebration
Dance on May 2, at Wakon Iron
Hall in Pawhuska. The afternoon
will begin with Gourd Dancing at
2 p.m., dinner at 5 p.m., and Inter-tribal dancing from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. All Head Staff are former
Head Start students, except for
the Gourd Clans. MC’s are Bruce
Cass and Brad Kills Crow, Head
Singer is KC Bills, Head Man is
Cory Spotted Bear, Head Woman
is Tara Damron, Head Little Girl
is Brittney Neff, Head Little Boy
is M.L. Clark III, Arena Director
is Bobby Robedeaux. Host Gourd
Clans are Osage Gourd Clan and
Beard Family Gourd Clan.
Head Start is a federal program
in the Department of Health and
Human Services Administration
for Children and Families, origi-

nally funded through an Economic
Opportunity Act of 1964. Many
tribal programs were funded with
expansion monies because of the
“special relationship” tribes have
with the federal government. The
Osage Tribal Council and Chief
Sylvester Tinker signed the original application to provide for the
Osage Nation Head Start as one
of the ten tribal programs funded
in 1978 and 1979 in Oklahoma.
Linda Kills Crow was the first Director and provided her skills and
leadership in promoting a quality comprehensive early childhood
education center. The first center
was located in two houses on the
Osage Agency Campus on March
19, 1979. The original staff included teachers Martha Spotted
Bear, Janet Barnett, Lisa Gullett,
Denise Keene; secretary Tessie
Wolf Voice Willie, Health Coordinator Jacque Butler and Cook
Stephanie Mashunkashey. The

Courtesy Photo/Denise Keene

Piper Pryor looks at a piece of fur during class.

Courtesy Photo/Denise Keene

Vin Cass, Marleigh McKinley, Chloe Thomas smile for the camera. While Jesse Carr and
Hayley Sweeden continue playing in the background.

first graduation dance was held in
June on the Agency tennis courts.
The first children to graduate were
Jacque Wahwassuck Jones, Joe
Bob Greenleaf and Shawna Rogers. Other students in the first
class were Carmen Whitlach, Taren Rogers, Jennifer Oberly, Vicky
Gawhega, Jennifer Shook, Walkeen Wahwassuck, Fawn Easley,
Joanie Easley, D.J. Richardson,
Destiny Smith, Laura Whitlach,
Joseph Burnett, Joseph Dawson, Andy Hanna, Louis Gray Jr.,
K.C. Bills, Chad Kills Crow, Nikia
Parker and Mary Woosypiti. Sadly
two members have passed, Brandi
Evans and Charles Jake. Many of
the original students continue to
be close friends and now work for
the Osage Nation and participate
in Osage traditions.
Head Start has grown from the
first school in Pawhuska to schools
in Hominy, Fairfax, Skiatook,

Barnsdall, Shidler and the McCord area with 42 staff members.
Over 4,000 students have attended Head Start as their first step
in education in the Osage Nation
since 1979. The Osage Nation government and community families
continue a desire to provide for this
comprehensive program that educates and develops strong, healthy
children while respecting and encouraging Osage values and traditions.
Our children are the living message to a time we will never see.
Head Start staff will continue to
do their part along with families,
Osage Nation government and the
communities.
We invite you to join in the
Celebration on Saturday, May
2 at 2 p.m. at Wakon Iron Hall
in Pawhuska. Bring your dance
clothes, shawls, family and friends.
We have a reason to celebrate!
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Osage Home Health Joins the March on Washington
By Freddie Ferrell Jr.,
Executive Director,
Osage Nation Enterprises, Inc.
Cecelia Tallchief and representatives of Osage Nation Enterprises, Inc., joined the National
Association for Homecare (NAHC)
with home care and hospice professionals from around the country to
March on Washington, fighting for
the protection of the Home Health
and Hospice benefits. The 2009

Home Care and Hospice March on
Washington and Law Symposium
Conference and Exposition took
place in Washington, D.C., March
22-25, 2009, at the famous Omni
Shoreham Hotel, which was the
site of many previous Inaugural
Balls including the most recent
second term of former President
Bill Clinton.
This important conference highlighted the critical homecare and
hospice issues and priorities for

the upcoming
year, as well as
providing the
all
important
statistics that
lined out the
importance of
Home Health
and how much
it plays in the
well being and
independence
of the elderly
and infirm.
Currently 12
million AmeriCourtesy Photo/Freddie Ferrell Jr.
cans are eliCecelia Tallchief discusses proposed budget cuts in homecare
gible to receive
reimbursements with U.S. Rep. John Sullivan, R-Tulsa.
healthcare services under the
Medicare benefit in the comfort of March 24 advocating on behalf
their own home. Approximately, of the aged, infirm and disabled
78 million baby boomers are soon Americans, speaking to Members
to follow. This statistic followed by of the House and Senate and their
many other supporting numbers representatives. Their efforts did
rang throughout the hall of Capitol not go unheard with the following
day hearing the news of successful
Hill.
“The most cost effective way to efforts as the House and Senate retake care of someone’s healthcare moved the cuts to homecare from
needs is in the comfort of their own this year’s budget.
Congratulations and thanks go
home and it’s where they want to
be. Now is the time to advocate and to Cecelia Tallchief and her partsupport this all important benefit ners who successfully contributed
to our community’s elders,” said in this effort. The advocacy does
Cecelia Tallchief, Osage Nation not stop with this small success.
Enterprise, Inc.’s Chairman of the Please contact your Congressman
and Senator to ask them to supBoard.
The importance of grassroots port the most cost effective way to
advocacy took on added urgency take care of the elderly and infirm,
in 2009 with President Obama’s Support Homecare and Hospice
proposed cuts to homecare in this services.
Osage Nation Enterprises, Inc.
year’s budget. The homecare and
operates
Osage Home Health, a
hospice community united to bring
the issues affecting the industry business enterprise of the Osage
to the front of the public policy Nation. Osage Home Health prodebate. Osage Nation Enterprise vides homecare services for all resrepresentatives spent Tuesday, idents of North Central Oklahoma.
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Happy Birthday!

Happy Birthday!
Timothy Hall Keil celebrated his
fifth birthday on April 27, 2009.
Timothy is the son of Chris and
Traci Keil of Owasso. He is the paternal grandson to Nancy and Ray
Keil of Fairfax and great grandson
to the late Josephine Tillman of
Fairfax. He is the maternal grandson to Mickey and Jim Hayes of
Tulsa.
Tim enjoys playing with his Iron
Man and Transformers toys. Happy fifth birthday, Timmy!

Xavier Gene Toehay celebrates
his eighth birthday on April 19,
2009. The family would like to
wish him a very happy birthday
and may he be blessed with many
more to come.
Xavier is the son of Chalene
Toehay and Dustin Tartsah. He is
the grandson of Candace and Jeffrey Toehay, the great grandson of
Dolores Goodeagle and the great
great grandson of the late Mary
Osage Green.

Xavier Gene Toehay

Courtesy Photo/Katie Swan

Thing 1 and Thing 2 along with The Cat in the Hat visit Osage Nation Head Start
with Osage Nation Child Care staff member Jennifer Easley.

SEUSS SEARCH
—Continued from Page 29

tary School, Pawhuska Head
Start, Pawhuska Pre-K., Osage
Nation Head Start; in Wynona:
Bigheart Grocery, DJ’s Burgers,
Wynona City Hall, The Town of
Wynona, Wynona Public School
& Mr.Pierce & Lori Estet of
Wynona Elementary School. We
would also like to give a special
thank you to Harley Gibson for

helping us kick off our event at
Pawhuska Elementary. If you
would like more information on
how to increase family literacy
activities in your home, please
contact the Osage Nation Child
Care Program at (918) 287-5377.
For more information on Seuss Search, please contact Katie Swan at the same number.
We are also on the web at www.
osagetribe.com/childcare.

Timothy Hall Keil
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Operation Clean House
Scheduled for April 25th
By Julia Wright, ENR Program Assistant

Photo by Chalene Toehay/Osage News

Current Osage Tribal Princess Alexandria Toineeta stands with past Osage Tribal princesses as they honor her at the 2009 Osage Tribal Princess Sorority Powwow.

Springtime
Fun!
The Shunkamolah family will be
hosting a benefit handgame for
the June Hominy dances
Come join us for good food and great fun!
In addition to the handgame, we’ll be raffling off
beautiful Indian jewelry from New Mexico, our singers
will be there, Indian dice, a cake walk and more!

Hominy Community Building
Saturday, April 25 • 2:30 p.m.

The Osage Nation Environmental and Natural Resources Department
is a sponsor for the upcoming Washington County, “Operation Clean
House,” in Bartlesville. Operation Clean House will be held on April 25,
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., drop off locations are: Conoco Phillips parking
lot (use Adams entrance at railroad tracks) and North of Fair Grounds
in Dewey. Waste that will be accepted is: electronics, hazardous waste
i.e. oil-based paint, chemicals and herbicides, vehicles, waste material,
motor oil, antifreeze, tires, acids, compact fluorescent bulbs and tubes
(unbroken), household cleaners and toxins, smoke alarms, batteries and
white goods (appliances). Please note that hazardous material will only
be accepted at the Conoco Phillips drop off locations.
The Osage Nation Environmental and Natural Resources would like
to remind everyone the importance of recycling electrical equipment.
Computer monitors, televisions, circuit boards, and other electronics
contain heavy metals so they cannot be disposed of in the trash. These
also include mercury, bromide, flame retardants, and lead, all of which
threaten ground water if left in landfills. Lead is also a main component
of monitors and television screens. According to the EPA, “Electronic
products are made from valuable resources, such as precious and other metals, plastics, and glass, all of which require energy to mine and
manufacture them. Reusing and recycling these materials from end-oflife electronics conserves our natural resources and avoids air and water
pollution, as well as greenhouse gas emissions that are caused by manufacturing new products.”
This is the second year that the Osage Nation will be taking old or
broken lap tops, desk top computers and monitors to the Clean House in
Bartlesville. We would like to thank Joellen Young and the Properties
Department for all their hard work in organizing and delivering the old
and broken computers to be recycled.

Congress Considers Higher Ed Feasibility Study
The Osage Nation Congress is considering a bill that would authorize a feasibility study on higher education opportunities for
tribal members.
ONCA Bill 08-35 is sponsored by Congressman Mark Simms and
will explore possibilities for vocational and higher education needs
if approved by Congress. The 12 voting members of Congress did
not take final action on the bill when this edition of the Osage News
went to press.
A feasibility study “is really just the beginning,” Simms said during an April 2 Congressional Education Committee meeting on the
bill. The bill was originally intended to study the feasibility of a
tribal college, but Congressional members asked that the study be
geared toward other possibilities such as partnerships with existing schools or programs geared toward vocational opportunities.
If approved, the bill asks for three members to sit on a commission to work on the study, but it could face further amendments by
Congress, which includes monetary amounts associated with the
study.
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Osage Nation Burial Assistance
Application Process

Courtesy Photo / Rhonda Kohnle

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Schneider presented the Osage Museum with a gift of a drum portraying Chief Bacon Rind on one side and symbol for peace on the other.

Schneiders presents Osage
Museum with gift of drum
On Monday, February 23, Ted Schneider presented the Osage Tribal
Museum with a drum. The drum has a striking portrait of Chief Bacon
Rind on one side and a symbol for peace on the other side. Schneider recalls the drum being in his mother’s (Geneva Wheeler Schneider’s) home
when he was a child. He estimates the drum to be from the late 1800’s.
Mr. and Mrs. Schneider now reside in Springdale, Ark. He wanted to
give the drum to the Osage Tribal Museum where it will be displayed
and appreciated.
The Osage Tribal Museum wants to extend a special thank you to the
Schneiders for sharing this artifact with the Tribe.
–Submitted by Rhonda Kohnle

• Submit an application within 30 days of time
of death
• Provide CDIB or Membership Card that
veriﬁes Osage Indian Blood for deceased
individual
• Provide a copy of a death certiﬁcate for the
deceased individual
• Provide a copy of an itemized Funeral Home
statement of the deceased individual
The application is complete when all pertinent documentation is received by this ofﬁce; once the application is complete a letter of approved funds and check will be mailed to
the funeral home. Notice will also be sent to the applicant
informing them of the amount being paid to the funeral
home.
• Allow 10-14 working days for completed application to
be processed and a check issued.
• Reimbursements checks will only be issued to funeral
home and designated grocer only; individual expenses
will not be reimbursed.

STIMULUS
—Continued from Page 10

states and territories can provide, according to the statement. The money will go to support a wide range of child care providers, including child
care centers and home-based programs.
Other uses for the funds can go toward improving the quality of child
care services such as providing training for child care providers, assist
providers in meeting health and safety requirements and provide grants
to providers to achieve higher quality.
The Nation also received $419,328 in recovery money for the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program that provides assistance to clients in an effort to break the cycle of welfare dependency.
For a list of Recovery Act funding awarded to tribal grantees for child
care programs, visit http://transparency.cit.nih.gov/RecoveryGrants/
tribegrant.cfm?grant=TribeChildCare.

For more information, questions,
or concerns please contact the
Osage Nation Constituent Services Office

Osage Nation Constituent Services Office
Attention: W. Jacque Jones, Administrator
621 Grandview • Pawhuska, OK 74056
Phone: (918) 287-5662
Fax: (918) 287-5221 • Fax: (918) 699-5221
Email: jjones@osagetribe.org
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Congratulations!
The family of Edmond Shaw
would like to congratulate him on
finishing second place in the 50yard dash and finishing second
place in the Softball Throw at this
year’s Special Olympics held in
Dewey. He will go on to compete
in the 2009 Special Olympic Summer Games in Stillwater, May 1315. He is the son of Ed and Ruth
Shaw, the grandson of Jerry and
Beth Shaw of Wichita, KS, and
the grandson of George Shannon
and the late Mary Agnes Wagoshe
Shannon. Edmond also loves to attend Osage singing class and dances at In-Lon-Schka every year.
Congratulations Edmond, we love
you!
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Edmond Shaw

Photo by Shannon Shaw/Osage News

Ralston Moore, Osage/Pawnee, sits in front of Pawnee High School with his team’s
State Champions hardware. Moore was named “Most Valuable Player” by three Oklahoma publications for his performance in the Oklahoma High School Basketball
Championships this year.

with two of those points coming in the final seconds of the game in overtime, plus three steals.
The Black Bears lost all five senior starters from the previous year
and among those was the best player in the state who went on to play for
Oklahoma State University.
“It was a very close, very intense game,” Moore said. “But, it was more
meaningful this year.”
Everyone doubted that the Black Bears would recover from losing their
starters but Moore and the rest of the Pawnee squad proved them wrong
by showing they had what it took to be a championship team.
Along with his achievements on the court Ralston’s favorite subject in
school is History and he is always conscious of being a good role model
for those following in his footsteps.
“Ralston Moore is an exceptional and extremely courteous young man,”
said Pawnee High School Principal, Bobby Miller. “His influence and
work ethics has made a tremendous impact on students at Pawnee High
School. I assure you that Ralston is the type of student other schools
would be proud to call their own.”
Ralston has been dancing in the Osage In-Lon-Schka dances since he
was a young boy and he also competes at powwows as a fancy dancer.
He is a member of the Grayhorse District where his father Randy Moore
serves as a tail dancer. He is the son of Randy and Melissa Moore of
Pawnee; the grandson of the late Thomasine Moore and Theodore “Ted”
Bravescout; and the great grandson of the late Mary Osage Green.
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Obituaries
Shirley Marie Davis Bunczewski
Shirley, born March 18, 1935 in
Pawnee, Oklahoma, passed away
peacefully January 8, 2009 at her
home in Concord, Calif., at the age
of 74. Shirley spent her childhood
and growing up years in Pawhuska
and was raised by her loving adopted mother, Cynthia Pappin. Shirley was a descendant of the Revard
and Davis Families, and always
referred to Pawhuska as “home.”
She raised five children: Cindy,
Greg, Fred, Patty, and Michelle.
She always put her children and
loved ones first, and leaves behind
a great legacy of 11 grandchildren
and six great grandchildren. Shirley was proud of her Native American heritage and was a member of
the Osage Nation. She is survived
by her loving husband Hank, in
Concord, three daughters, and
two sons, all in California. What
her children treasure is the many
years of selfless sacrifice she gave
in raising and loving them. She
will be sorely missed but never forgotten.

Rojan Disparte
Rojan Disparte, a member of
the Osage Nation, was born in Los
Angeles, California on March 15,
1926 and died in Santa Barbara,
California on March 8, 2009. An

accomplished actress, she was a
member of Actors’ Equity.
She married Charlie Disparte in
1948. They separated in 1984 and
reconciled in 1996.
Rojan’s first love was her family. She was a loyal, devoted and
a spirited wife to Charlie. She was
a wonderful mother, best friend
and inspiration to her daughter
Gina. She was a devoted and loving grandmother to Jacob, Cody
and David.
Her many treasured friends will
remember Rojan as warm and
compassionate. She also loved all
animals and was a supporter of the
ASPCA.
Ever independent, she had a
zest for life that few could match.
She had a gift of seeing the best
in everyone and lit up the room
the minute she entered. She was
known for her unique style, sense
of humor and saying whatever was
on her mind.
She delighted in bargain shopping, gardening and making her
home a beautiful place. She loved
to travel and was very proud of her
Osage heritage. She had a deep
passion for her Osage people and
made sure to pass that passion on
to her daughter, grandchildren,
nieces and nephew.
She lived her life fully to the
very end. Few could keep up with
her pace. She was a unique and
remarkable woman and will be
missed by so many.
Rojan’s professional acting career began at the Glendale Centre
Theatre in 1949. In 1986 she joined
the Santa Barbara Ensemble Theatre Company. Among her memorable portrayals were the nurse in,
“Medea,” Juanita in, “Come back
to the Five & Dime, Jimmy Dean,”
Elizabeth Almond in, “The Heiress,” and Patina in Tom Strelich’s,
“Neon Psalms.”
Rojan also performed at the
Santa Barbara Center Stage Theatre, Actors Playwright Theatre,
Starlight Dinner Theatre, Lobero

Theatre, Rubicon Theatre and the
Santa Barbara Gavin Theatre.
At the Gavin, Rojan won a 1997
Santa Barbara Independent award
for her role as Kate Jerome in Neil
Simon’s, “Broadway Bound.” Direction was by Pope Freeman.
Although her main love was the
theatre, she was also active in television and film.
Rojan attended Hollywood Actor’s Workshop, the Isabelle Draesmer Drama School, Pasadena
Playhouse, Los Angeles City College, Santa Monica City College,
Santa Barbara City College and

the University of California at
Santa Barbara.
She is survived by her husband,
Charlie, brother Craig Brandow, daughter Gina Disparte and
grandchildren Jacob Root, Cody
Root, David Quiroz, mark Quiroz
Sr., and Raeanna Dealba.
Rojan was predeceased by her
good friend and mentor Robert
Grande Weiss, her mother Blanche
Brandow, her brothers John McKim, Leon McKim and sister Edriss
Totten.
See OBITUARIES
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Letters to the Editor
Osage Health and Wellness
Advisory Board
A good bit of less than complete
information has been stated at
the Health and Wellness Advisory
Board meetings around the country.
Neither of the $500 benefit programs was initiated from this
boards’ advice or programs they
recommended. ONCA 08-46 was
introduced by Congresswoman Edwards in the last session of congress and the board had nothing
to do with its content; they in fact
opposed the bill. The second $500
benefit resulted from a Clinical/
Medical Service program attempt
that was originally to provide a
hearing aid benefit to elderly citizens.
It is my opinion, the PowerPoint
presentation submitted at each
meeting recommends adding to
the bureaucracy of our government
and changing the role of this board
from advisory to authority. This
would serve to give this board decision making control of the Osage
Nation health programs.
At the meeting the board recommended compacting with IHS. At
the Congressional Health Com-

mittee Meeting Feb. 13, they were
warned that compacting is a path
of no return. In other words IHS
will not step in and bail you out
if the Osage Nation efforts fail to
provide services or funding. This
board and Congressman Red Corn,
who was at the Pawhuska meeting, don’t understand that this is
an unnecessary risk to take with
the peoples health care.
This board has been in existence
for over a year now and no evaluation of services provided by the
clinic and Osage health programs
has been compared to services
needed by the patients
Roy C. St. John
Pawhuska, OK

Osage New Year
The Dogwood and Redbud have
blossomed. Birds have flown north
and grass has started to turn
green. These are signs that spring
has arrived. Traditional Osage
mark this as the Osage New Year
and time to begin planting of corn,
squash and beans. In ancient days
it would have been time to plan on
the annual buffalo hunts. Happy
New Year to all Osages.
Leonard Maker
Hominy, OK
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She lived in Solvang, California from 1974 to 2004 except for
the years between 1984 and 1996
when she lived in Santa Barbara.
In 2005 she and Charlie moved to
Santa Barbara.
In accordance with Rojan’s wishes, a memorial and celebration
will be held at the family home in
Solvang on Saturday, April, 18 at
2 p.m. Please RSVP to (805) 5632823.
Andrea Dawn Tuttle Makowski
Andrea Dawn Tuttle Makowski,
51, died suddenly Sunday, March
1, 2009, at her home in Lompoc.
Andi was born in January 1958
at West Valley Hospital in Encino,
California, to Victor H. Tuttle III
and JoAnn (Jody) Damron Tuttle.
In 1963, the family moved from
Woodland Hills to Thousand Oaks
where Andi was raised. She graduated from Thousand Oaks High
School and later attended Moorpark and Hancock Colleges.
Andi was very interested in genealogy and had been working on
her family history. She delighted in
keeping in contact with her many
friends on the internet. Andi was
very artistically inclined and enjoyed stained glass, photography,
crafting and reading.
Andi is survived by her husband,
Jeffrey Makowski; beloved children Alesha and Damien Burke;
parents Victor and Jody Tuttle;
brother, Victor “Corky” H. Tuttle
IV and his partner, Kathy and her
daughter, Carrie; brother, Kregg
K. Tuttle; nephew, Brandon K.
Tuttle; and sister-in-law, Nadine
Gentry.
Andi requested cremation, which
has occurred.
A celebration of her life was held
at 2 p.m. Saturday, March 14,
2009, at the Kuehl-Nicolay Funeral Home, 17033 Spring St., in Paso
Robles.
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